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While Rev. Rouse has built an impressive 

congregation in East St. Louis, he has ex-
tended his ministry through speaking engage-
ments, workshops and revivals across the 
country and as far away as Seoul, South 
Korea. Rev. Rouse has officiated at over 
2,000 weddings and over 5,000 funerals. He 
has served on governing boards and commis-
sions serving the church, education, govern-
ment and community. 

Rev. Rouse has traveled far and wide in his 
service to the Lord. He has also been a teach-
er, coach and funeral director. He has built 
congregations and mentored others in their 
quest to become ministers. The good work 
that he has done has extended far beyond the 
boundaries of his present congregation and 
will be felt for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in an expression of appreciation to Reverend 
Rouse for his 51 years of dedicated ministry 
and to wish him and his family the very best 
in the future. 
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HE RECEIVES THE NASA AMBAS-
SADOR OF EXPLORATION AWARD 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 26, 2006 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Neil Armstrong, a war hero, teacher, 
businessman, and one of the world’s greatest 
explorers, who received the prestigious Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) Ambassador of Exploration Award on 
April 18, 2006 at the Cincinnati Museum Cen-
ter in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

An Ohio native son, Neil Armstrong rewrote 
history in July of 1969 when he was the first 
man to set foot on the moon. Mr. Armstrong 
served as commander of Apollo 11, the first 
manned lunar landing mission. He was ac-
companied on this historical journey to the 
moon by Command Module Pilot Michael Col-
lins and Lunar Module Pilot Edwin (Buzz) 
Aldrin. 

Born in 1930, Mr. Armstrong always had a 
fascination for airplanes and space travel. He 
started taking flying lessons at the age of fif-
teen and received his pilot’s license at the age 
of sixteen. 

After graduating from high school in 1947, 
Mr. Armstrong entered Purdue University with 
a U.S. Navy Scholarship. He started working 
toward an aeronautical engineering degree, 
but in 1949, he was called to active duty with 
the U.S. Navy. He was awarded his jet wings 
at Pensacola Naval Air Station in Florida at 
the age of 20, making him the youngest pilot 
in his squadron. During his service in Korea, 
he flew 78 combat missions in Navy panther 
jets earning three Air Medals. After his serv-
ice, he returned to Purdue to complete his 
bachelor’s degree in aeronautical engineering 
in 1955. He went on to earn his master’s in 
aerospace engineering from the University of 
Southern California in 1970. 

Mr. Armstrong joined NACA (National Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics), NASA’s 
predecessor, where as a research test pilot he 

piloted the X-I5, an experimental rocket plane. 
In 1962, he attained astronaut status and in 
1966 served as command pilot for the Gemini 
8 mission. Following his 1969 mission to the 
moon, Mr. Armstrong held the position of Dep-
uty Associate Administrator for Aeronautics at 
NASA for several years. 

Aside from his sizeable contributions to aer-
onautics, Mr. Armstrong has also made an im-
pact in the college classroom. From 1971– 
1979, he was a professor of Aerospace Engi-
neering at the University of Cincinnati. 

He previously served as chairman of Com-
puting Technologies for Aviation in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, and chairman of the board of 
AIL Systems, an electronics systems company 
located in New York. He currently serves as 
chairman of CTA Inc. in Lebanon, Ohio. 

In addition to worldwide recognition for his 
role on the Apollo 11, Mr. Armstrong has 
earned countless awards and distinctions for 
his many accomplishments, including the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest 
award bestowed upon a U.S. citizen; the 
NASA Distinguished Service Medal; the NASA 
Exceptional Service Medal; and the Congres-
sional Space Medal of Honor. He is a former 
Chairman of the Cincinnati Museum of Natural 
History. 

Mr. Armstrong and his wife Carol currently 
reside in Indian Hill and own a farm in Warren 
County. He has two grown sons. 

All of us in the Cincinnati area congratulate 
Neil Armstrong on receiving the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Ambassador 
of Exploration Award. 
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on 
April 19, the day before Chinese President Hu 
Jintao’s official visit to President George Bush, 
I held a hearing of the Subcommittee on Afri-
ca, Global Human Rights and International 
Operations to examine China’s human rights 
record. The hearing focused on such areas as 
China’s censorship of the internet, implemen-
tation of the right of Chinese citizens to wor-
ship freely, protection of minority rights, com-
pliance with international labor standards, Chi-
na’s barbaric practice of organ harvesting, and 
the destructive effects on Chinese society— 
especially on women—of its government’s co-
ercive one-child policy. 

Over the years, I have held more than 25 
hearings on human rights abuses in China. 
While China’s economy has improved some-
what, the human rights situation remains abys-
mal. So-called economic reform has utterly 
failed to result in the protection of freedom of 
speech, expression, or assembly. 

President Hu Jintao’ visit to the United 
States provided the U.S. Congress and people 
an opportunity to bring to the attention of U.S. 
policy makers and the world community the 
terrible human rights situation as it exists in 
China today. It also helped provide the vital 

context for any relationship we should have 
with China. And it conveyed our unshakeable 
regard and commitment to press Beijing for 
serious, measurable and durable reform. The 
people of China deserve no less. It is our 
moral duty to stand with the oppressed, not 
with the oppressor. 

State Department human rights reports and 
the consistent reporting from very reputable 
NGOs indicate that Chinese government re-
pression of its citizens continues. In fact, the 
current Chinese regime is one of the very 
worst violators of human rights in the world, 
and continues to commit every single day 
egregious crimes against its own citizens. 
China was first named a Country of Particular 
Concern (CPC) by the State Department in 
1999 for ongoing, egregious and systemic vio-
lations of religious freedom, and has been a 
CPC every year since. Few if any nations can 
even begin to match China’s unseemly record, 
from the systematic denial of political freedom 
and use of torture to interference in the most 
private matters of family and conscience. At a 
rough count, the most recent State Depart-
ment Human Rights Report for China ran to 
about 45,000 words. Before it even gets down 
to details, the report lists 22 major human 
rights problems: 

Denial of the right to change the govern-
ment; 

Physical abuse resulting in deaths in cus-
tody; 

Torture and coerced confessions of pris-
oners; 

Harassment, detention, and imprisonment 
of those perceived as threatening to party 
and government authority; 

Arbitrary arrest and detention, including 
nonjudicial administrative detention, reedu-
cation-through-labor, psychiatric detention, 
and extended or incommunicado pretrial de-
tention; 

A politically controlled judiciary and a 
lack of due process in certain cases, espe-
cially those involving dissidents; 

Detention of political prisoners, including 
those convicted of disclosing state secrets 
and subversion, those convicted under the 
now-abolished crime of counterrevolution, 
and those jailed in connection with the 1989 
Tiananmen demonstrations; 

House arrest and other non-judicially ap-
proved surveillance and detention of dis-
sidents; 

Monitoring of citizens’ mail, telephone and 
electronic communications; 

Use of a coercive birth limitation policy, 
in some cases resulting in forced abortion 
and sterilization; 

Increased restrictions on freedom of speech 
and the press; closure of newspapers and 
journals; banning of politically sensitive 
books, periodicals, and films; and jamming 
of some broadcast signals; 

Restrictions on the freedom of assembly, 
including detention and abuse of demonstra-
tors and petitioners; 

Restrictions on religious freedom, control 
of religious groups, and harassment and de-
tention of unregistered religious groups; 

Restrictions on the freedom of travel, espe-
cially for politically sensitive and under-
ground religious figures; 

Forcible repatriation of North Koreans and 
inadequate protection of many refugees; 

Severe government corruption; 
Increased scrutiny, harassment and re-

strictions on independent domestic and for-
eign nongovernmental organization (NGO) 
operations; 
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