November 1, 2005
Individual Award for his work as an advocate
and catalyst for social justice and peace locally and globally for over thirty-five years.
Rev. Mr. Merriman aggressively works with
transitioning refugees into the city of Cleveland through the Migrant Refugee Office.
The Empowerment Center of Greater Cleveland received the Organization Award. The
Empowerment Center has worked on numerous cases including getting school supplies to
families on welfare. Their nearly forty years of
service of advocacy on public policy and practical programs with and for low-income people
across greater Cleveland has earned them
this recognition.
Marilyn Cunin received the Special ‘‘Church
in the City’’ Recognition Award. She received
this award for her strong support of ‘‘The
Church in the City’’ Forum series, as well as
the West Side Ecumenical Ministry and the
East Cleveland Public Library and countless
efforts to strengthen the urban core of Northeast Ohio.
The Pulaski Franciscan Community Development Corporation is a not-for-profit CDC.
Their collaboration effort with the St.
Stanislaus Parish to develop the Cloisters
Housing Development in the Warszawa Historic District in Cleveland, Ohio is a major revitalization to the Slavic Village area. For their
spearheading efforts the Pulaski Franciscan
Community Development Corporation received
the Special ‘‘Church in the City’’ Recognition
Award.
Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of the recipients of
the Catholic Community Action Annual Peace
and Justice Awards as they are honored today
for their work.
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IN HONOR OF JUDGE PHILIP N.
GUMBS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Judge Philip N. Gumbs.
Judge Gumbs passed away after a life of distinguished service to his family and his community at the age of 82.
Judge Gumbs was a first generation American who volunteered for the U.S. Army Air
Corps immediately after graduating high
school and served honorably in World War II.
After returning home, he earned his undergraduate degree from Rutgers University and
his law degree from Lincoln University in St.
Louis. Judge Gumbs was a probation officer
and a law partner before an ardent desire to
see his children receive a good education
caused him to enter public life as a member
of the Matawan Board of Education.
Judge Gumbs’s work to improve education
was his first step in a career of dedicated public service. He would go on to hold many other
public offices including serving on the township council and as the mayor of Matawan. He
was elected to the Monmouth County Board of
Chosen Freeholders with the highest number
of votes for any elected seat in the county. He
later became the first African-American direc-
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tor of the Board of Chosen Freeholders. He
was appointed a judge in 1976, and served as
a workers’ compensation judge for 25 years.
Judge Gumbs was a lifelong member of St.
Mark AME Zion Church. He was an active
member of his church community and served
in a number of capacities, including superintendent of the Sunday school, a role that allowed him to continue his work to improve
education. He served for 30 years as chairman of the Trustee Board. Judge Gumbs was
also active as a Master Mason with a local
lodge.
My condolences go out to his wife Rachel,
his children, Robina and Kelvin, his three
grandchildren, his sisters and brothers, and
his nieces and nephews. Judge Gumbs’s legacy of service to his community will be remembered for generations to come.
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to recognize a talented
group of students and teachers from Wisconsin whom I am proud to represent. From
Les Paul to Boz Scaggs, Wisconsin has a
long history of producing diverse musicians of
international acclaim. Continuing this legacy,
the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater’s
Symphonic Wind Ensemble always sets a high
standard and soon it will set that standard on
a much larger stage. On November 4–6, they
will travel to England for the Royal Northern
College of Music International Festival of
Winds. The ensemble will perform at one of
the most prestigious band conferences in the
world.
In being invited to the festival, the ensemble
will not only be representing Wisconsin but
they will be the sole representative of the
United States at the festival. The ensemble
embodies the American values of hard work
and dedication, which is a testament to their
Director, Mr. Glenn Hayes. Fittingly, Wisconsin
will recognize these students as Official Musical Ambassadors as they travel abroad.
While at the festival, they will receive the
special privilege of instruction from faculty at
the Royal Northern College. I applaud the University of Wisconsin at Whitewater’s Symphonic Wind Ensemble for their accomplishments and for their contributions both to Wisconsin and the United States.
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MARTIAL ARTS DAY
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OF NEW MEXICO
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Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
the National Association of Professional Mar-
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tial Artists, Project Action Foundation and martial arts schools in my community recently
joined together to bring attention to martial
arts and the positive benefits of martial arts
training.
On this day of awareness, the martial arts
schools hosted open houses to provide exposure and bring attention to the art. Martial arts
has a reputation for introducing and reinforcing
the values of self-discipline, focus, self-esteem, while enhancing non-violent conflict resolution, self-confidence, goal setting abilities
and strength of character creating productive
healthy people.
Mr. Speaker, for these reasons I ask you to
join me in congratulating those in my home
town of Albuquerque, New Mexico who participated in this successful celebration and commend them for the positive impact martial arts
has on those who participate.
f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor and remembrance of Ann Chudner, devoted wife, mother, champion of social and
civil rights, and friend and mentor to countless.
Mrs. Chudner was born and raised in New
York City where she became actively involved
in social causes when she was a young employee at Macy’s Department Store. While
there, Mrs. Chudner joined the union movement and took part in the first major strike
against the store. Her husband, Irving
Chudner, was also involved in the union
movement and became a union leader with
Local 1250 at Ford’s Brook Park plant. She
moved to Cleveland with her husband, where
their focus on their son, Rick, and their dedication to causes of social justice never diminished.
Mr. and Mrs. Chudner and their son, Rick,
who has followed the activism path of his parents, direct their spirit of activism throughout
the City of Cleveland and the West Park community. Mrs. Chudner became deeply involved
in social issues ranging from fighting against
corporate tax abatement to working toward
educational and recreational opportunities for
youth, to supporting numerous candidacies.
Mr. and Mrs. Chudner were immersed in the
mayoral candidacy of Carl Stokes, helping him
to win the election as the first African American mayor of a major American city. She was
instrumental in the success of the grassroots
campaign to save Cleveland’s municipal
power company from takeover by the local
monopoly private electric company when I was
mayor of Cleveland. She was instrumental in
working with Cleveland school officials to implement the Compu-Tech program, which introduced students to computers at a young
age. Mrs. Chudner also rallied against the
closings of West Tech and John Adams high
schools, and was a steadfast leader in the
West Park Community Council, a social action
group whose membership climbed to 300 during her tenure.
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