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JAMES O. BROWNING, OF NEW 

MEXICO, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF NEW MEXICO 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the clerk will re-
port Calendar No. 315. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of James O. Browning, 
of New Mexico, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of New 
Mexico. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of James O. 
Browning, of New Mexico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Mexico? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, I am de-

lighted that my colleagues voted to 
confirm the nomination of Brent 
McKnight for one of the newly created 
judgeships in the Western District of 
North Carolina. 

Mr. McKnight brings a wealth of ex-
perience to this position, and his re-
sume and experience are impeccable. 
More importantly, Mr. McKnight is 
highly respected by his peers, a testa-
ment to his character and integrity. 

Since 1993, he has served as a federal 
Magistrate Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of North Carolina, and he was ap-
pointed to the Advisory Committee on 
Civil Rules of the Judicial Conference 
by Chief Justice Rehnquist in October 
of 2001. 

Brent McKnight has served as a state 
prosecutor and a District Court Judge 
for the 26th North Carolina Judicial 
District, and he maintains membership 
in the North Carolina Bar Association, 
the Federal Magistrate Judges Associa-
tion, and many other organizations. 

He has had a lifelong thirst for 
knowledge, having been a Rhodes 
Scholar and perhaps, even more im-
pressive to those of us in North Caro-
lina, a Morehead Scholar at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, a prestigious award named after 
the well-known philanthropist and sci-
entist, John Motley Morehead III. Cur-
rently, Mr. McKnight shares his knowl-
edge with aspiring students as an ad-
junct professor at both Wingate Uni-
versity and the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte. 

It is so critical that the Senate move 
quickly on this and other nominations 
so that our courts can get much needed 
relief. In the Western District, where 
Mr. McKnight is nominated, caseloads 
have increased significantly. The Ad-
ministrative Office of the U.S. Courts 
has indicated that the three U.S. Dis-
trict Court judges in the Western dis-
trict have the fourth-heaviest caseload 
per judge among the 94 federal judicial 
districts across the country. For in-
stance, the number of case filed in the 
district grew from 1,321 in 1996 to 1,518 
in the year 2001. The number of cases 
pending rose over the same time period 
from 1,209 to 1,522. 

This backlog in our courts must be 
alleviated. Approving the nomination 
of Brent McKnight would place a quali-
fied and credible jurist on the bench 
and provide the overburdened Western 
District with much needed relief. 

Brent McKnight has my full support, 
and I would urge my colleagues to sup-
port his nomination. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period for morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF RONALD E. 
MADSEN 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I am 
grateful for the opportunity today to 
pay tribute to a wonderful man, dedi-
cated public servant, and loyal friend, 
Ronald E. Madsen. 

Ron is retiring from my Senate Staff 
after 21 years of dedicated service to 
the people of Utah, a time throughout 
which he worked tirelessly to promote 
and protect the values and ideals we all 
hold so dear. 

Ron joined my staff in the early days 
of my Senate career and has always 
been a vital center of my Senate orga-
nization. 

He has served in many capacities in-
cluding Utah state director, environ-
mental and lands advisor, and most re-
cently as staff counsel. 

Ron Madsen has been a guiding influ-
ence for me. Over the years, we have 
navigated through many challenges 
and enjoyed many successes. 

He has always diligently strived to 
provide sound counsel and steady sup-
port as we have worked together on 
issues facing Utah and the Nation. 

In addition, Ron has played a vital 
role in working with many Utah indus-
tries and associations. 

He spent many years advising and 
helping to promote the tourism and air 
travel industries throughout Utah. 

He is a strong advocate for the Sec-
ond Amendment and was a key liaison 
for my office on issues affecting this 
important constitutional right. 

Over the years, Ron has spent lit-
erally months traveling Utah, meeting 
with county and city officials and get-
ting a good feel for the issues and chal-
lenges Utahns are facing throughout 
our State. 

But perhaps the most important and 
lasting service Ron performed were the 
literally thousands of hours he spent 
listening to and counseling constitu-

ents who called my office looking for 
assistance with a myriad of problems. 

In Ron, they not only found help, 
they made a good friend. He has always 
been willing to work with all constitu-
ents, no matter their circumstances. 

The friendship and help Ron Madsen 
extended has been invaluable to hun-
dreds if not thousands of Utahns and 
will be felt for many years to come. 

Ron was born and raised in Provo, UT 
where his family played an integral 
role in the community. He attended 
Brigham Young University where he 
received a Bachelor of Science Degree 
and graduated with honors. He was 
then awarded a 3-year trustee scholar-
ship to George Washington University 
School of Law in Washington, D.C., 
where he served on the Law Review. 

Ron later received his Juris Doc-
torate Degree with honors and went on 
to establish a successful and pres-
tigious law career and was admitted to 
practice law in Washington, D.C., 
Maryland, Utah, and before the United 
States Supreme Court. 

In addition to the service Ron has 
rendered in his community and our of-
fice, Ron is a loving father and grand-
father. He is the proud father of one 
son and 2 daughters, and grandfather to 
5 grandsons and 1 granddaughter. 

I have often admired the dedication 
and devotion Ron Madsen has always 
shown, not only to his children and 
grandchildren, but to his wife Kathryn 
who was sick for many years and is 
now deceased. 

Ron stood by her side through her 
struggles with health and was a stead-
fast partner until the end. 

Ron also has a true love for animals 
and has opened his home to many ani-
mals in need of shelter and care. He has 
helped his daughter, a veterinarian 
technician by trade, nurse many 
wounded creatures back to good health 
and improved their quality of life im-
measurably. 

He has sacrificed his talents, time 
and financial resources for the crea-
tures of our earth—something truly 
noteworthy and honorable. 

I am truly grateful for the service 
Ron Madsen has given to me, to his 
community and to Utah. He has been 
by my side for many, many years and I 
will always be extremely grateful for 
the service he has rendered. 

I will miss Ron tremendously, but 
know that life holds many wonderful 
things for him to savor and enjoy. 

And as Ron has always liked to 
quote—‘‘you can go off the Hatch pay-
roll, but never off the Hatch staff.’’ 

In the future, I plan to continue to 
rely on Ron Madsen for his very expert 
advice, for his guidance and support. 

Ron is a truly dedicated public serv-
ant, fervently patriotic American, lov-
ing father and grandfather, and loyal 
and cherished friend. 

I want to wish him the very best in 
retirement and pray for his continued 
good health, success and happiness. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:20 Aug 16, 2019 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00139 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 C:\2003 BOUND RECORD\S31JY3.REC S31JY3ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


	S28JY3

		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-03-07T01:54:15-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




