
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4993 September 24, 2026 
POM–97. A concurrent memorial adopted 

by the Legislature of the State of Arizona 
urging the President of the United States 
and the United States Congress to eliminate 
the Vision Zero approach to transportation 
planning and instead prioritize sound engi-
neering and safe outcomes; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 1002 
Whereas, Vision Zero and the safe systems 

approach originated in Sweden in the 1990s 
and have since been adopted internationally, 
including in the United States since 2016; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero is promoted as a 
framework for eliminating traffic fatalities 
and serious injuries through a safe systems 
approach, but its implementation in cities in 
the United States has not cured traffic fa-
talities but rather has increased serious inju-
ries and fatalities and caused delays in emer-
gency response vehicles; and 

Whereas, the Vision Zero safe systems ap-
proach diverts from sound transportation en-
gineering methodologies and instead em-
ploys a one-size-fits-all approach that re-
quires the adoption in all circumstances of 
lower speed limits, fewer and narrower roads 
and draconian traffic enforcement measures; 
and 

Whereas, Vision Zero prioritizes a uniform 
roadway design, regardless of local geog-
raphy, traffic patterns or historical crash 
data, compromising tailored context-specific 
engineering solutions; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero’s design philosophy 
integrates multiple transportation modes in 
ways that create conflicts between motor ve-
hicles, bicycles and pedestrians rather than 
separating these uses for improved safety; 
and 

Whereas, Vision Zero policies subordinate 
the needs of drivers, which is the majority 
mode of transportation in the United States, 
to walking, biking and public transit, often 
reducing roadway speeds and capacity. This 
diminishes efficiency and accessibility for 
the majority of travelers; and. 

Whereas, Vision Zero emphasizes equity 
and ideological goals over traditional engi-
neering-based safety approaches, shifting the 
focus of transportation planning away from 
pragmatic, data-driven solutions; and 

Whereas, major cities in the United States 
have implemented Vision Zero in recent 
years with the goal of eliminating traffic fa-
talities, but suffered the opposite effect. New 
York City experienced the highest traffic fa-
talities in a decade, Los Angeles sustained a 
22-year record high in fatalities in 2023 and 
Seattle has been subject to a steady increase 
in fatalities; and 

Whereas, after adopting Vision Zero, Den-
ver, Colorado’s traffic fatalities increased by 
33% in the next five years compared to the 
previous five years, with motorcyclists, pe-
destrians and cyclists experiencing the high-
est fatality rates; and 

Whereas, Portland, Oregon’s 2024 city audi-
tor report attributed a doubling of fatalities 
to Vision Zero policies, despite reduced speed 
limits, stricter enforcement, intersection re-
configurations and improved lighting, rais-
ing concerns about its real-world safety out-
comes; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero’s traffic calming 
measures and design changes can impede 
emergency response times for public safety 
vehicles, potentially endangering lives; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero has been supported 
and funded by organizations motivated by 
anti-car and anti-sprawl ideologies, diverg-
ing from established engineering standards; 
and 

Whereas, the safe systems approach begins 
with the premise that America’s transpor-
tation infrastructure has systemic inequities 
that must be corrected, an assertion that 

may not align with practical safety objec-
tives; and 

Whereas, the free movement of goods and 
people is essential to the American economy 
and way of life, particularly for the commer-
cial trucking industry, which relies on effi-
cient and reliable roadways; and 

Whereas, the Vision Zero safe systems ap-
proach mandates lower speed limits that 
conflict with roadway design and natural op-
erating speeds, leading to increased speed 
variation, reduced safety and a higher inci-
dence of speed violations; and 

Whereas, a core element of the Vision Zero 
strategy is to reduce single-occupancy vehi-
cle miles traveled, restricting individual 
freedom, disrupting personal travel flexi-
bility, increasing commute times and lim-
iting access to jobs, essential errands and 
daily activities; and 

Whereas, safety improvements can and 
should be achieved without sacrificing free-
dom of movement or imposing a rigid frame-
work that limits alternative solutions; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero proponents acknowl-
edge that achieving zero fatalities may ulti-
mately require eliminating or controlling 
private vehicle use; and 

Whereas, Vision Zero’s underlying philos-
ophy assumes that driving culture and 
human behavior must be reshaped, which is 
impractical; and 

Whereas, this state and its cities are com-
pelled to implement the deeply flawed Vision 
Zero program as a condition of receiving fed-
eral grant funding tied to transportation 
projects, leading to wasteful removal of ex-
isting road infrastructure that is still serv-
iceable and functional. 

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of 
the State of Arizona, the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring, prays: 

1. That the President and Congress of the 
United States eliminate Vision Zero and the 
safe systems approach to transportation 
planning and funding, and instead promote 
transportation solutions that prioritize 
sound engineering methods, reliable safety 
outcomes, flexibility and engineering inno-
vation without compromising individual 
freedoms or economic efficiency. 

2. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States, the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and each Member of Congress 
from the State of Arizona. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. BOOZMAN, from the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, with-
out amendment: 

S. 5526. An original bill to provide for the 
reform and continuation of agricultural and 
other programs of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2031, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. CRAPO for the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

*Ge Bai, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

*James Gadwood, of Maryland, to be Chief 
Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service and 
an Assistant General Counsel in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury. 

*Andrew A. De Mello, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a 
term of fifteen years. 

*Gerard Klomp, of Utah, to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Anna St. John, of Louisiana, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

Gregory Carl Cook, of Alabama, to be 
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Alabama. 

D. Adam Candeub, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Assistant Attorney General. 

John Peter Cronan, of New York, to be a 
Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for a term expiring October 31, 
2029. 

Jason Manion, of Ohio, to be a Member of 
the United States Sentencing Commission 
for a term expiring October 31, 2029. 

Claire McCusker Murray, of Maryland, to 
be a Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for a term expiring October 31, 
2031. 

Luis Felipe Restrepo, of Pennsylvania, to 
be a Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for a term expiring October 31, 
2031. 

Joy Lynne Pittman Thorp, of Oklahoma, 
to be United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Oklahoma for the term of four 
years. 

Steven Weinhoeft, of Illinois, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Illinois for the term of four years. 

William Gerald Hardy, of Alabama, to be 
United States Marshal for the Northern Dis-
trict of Alabama for the term of four years. 

Philip Lewis III, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Marshal for the Middle Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania for the term of four 
years. 

Seth Reister, of Florida, to be United 
States Marshal for the Northern District of 
Florida for the term of four years. 

Jurgen Ryan Soekhoe, of the District of 
Columbia, to be United States Marshal for 
the District of Columbia for the term of four 
years. 

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to 
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate. 

(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.) 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
MORENO, and Ms. CANTWELL): 

S. 5494. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Army to place in Arlington National 
Cemetery a monument honoring the crew 
members of Zeus 95 who were killed in action 
on March 12, 2026, in support of Operation 
Epic Fury, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. KIM (for himself and Mr. HEIN-
RICH): 

S. 5495. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to exclude 
certain military housing allowances from 
the calculation of household income, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WARNER: 
S. 5496. A bill to expand access to and lower 

the cost of health care; to the Committee on 
Finance. 
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