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an enduring commitment to preserving Napa’s 
history, protecting its natural resources, and 
strengthening our community for future gen-
erations. 

Mayor Sedgley and his wife, Linda, have 
two grown children and two grandchildren. 
They feel fortunate in having their entire family 
working and living in Napa. 

Mr. Speaker, Mayor Sedgley has had a 
clear impact on Napa County, and we thank 
the mayor for his dedicated service to our 
community. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor Mayor Scott Sedgley here 
today. 
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RECOGNIZING GEORGIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Georgia State University, which has 
been named the No. 1 public university in 
America for undergraduate teaching by U.S. 
News & World Report for the sixth consecutive 
year. 

This distinction is decided by presidents, 
provosts, and admissions deans from colleges 
across the country, making it a mark of re-
spect earned from other institutions. 

Between 2010 and 2020, Georgia State’s 
graduation rate climbed by more than 60 per-
cent, a transformation achieved not by admit-
ting less qualified students, but by strength-
ening the support systems available to them. 

The university’s advising system uses real- 
time data to help identify students that may be 
struggling, before a small step back turns into 
a withdrawal. 

Located in the heart of dowtown Atlanta, 
Georgia State has created a standard where 
teaching quality and students are the true 
measures of success and excellence. 

I congratulate Georgia State University and 
everyone who pours into its success. 
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Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from 
the 24th District of the great state of Florida, 
I rise today to recognize and honor Dr. Free-
man T. Wyche, Sr., an inspirational man of 
God and a revered spiritual leader in the Mi-
ami’s Liberty City community who has served 
as senior minister of the Liberty City Church of 
Christ for 35 years. I include in the RECORD 
the following proclamation: 

Whereas, Dr. Wyche is dedicated to his 
church and to his community, having 
chaired and served on the boards of many 
civic and educational organizations in 
Miami-Dade County and the State of Flor-
ida; and 

Whereas, Dr. Wyche was mentored by the 
late renowned Dr. Marshall Keeble, and has 
earned several degrees from the University 
of Houston, New York Theological Seminary, 
and Faith College; and 

Whereas, Dr. Wyche provided an invaluable 
service to his country, having served as an 
air traffic controller and a hospital adminis-
trator in the United States Air Force and 
achieving the rank of master sergeant before 
retiring at Homestead Air Force Base in 1990; 
and 

Whereas, Dr. Wyche’s unwavering devotion 
to God has been evidenced by his decades of 
ministration, teaching, evangelizing, and 
counseling across the Nation and around the 
world; and 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, 
Frederica S. Wilson, a Member of the 
United States House of Representa-
tives, representing the 24th Congres-
sional District of Florida, commend Dr. 
Freeman T. Wyche, Sr., for his years of 
faithful service to his family, his 
church, and our community. 
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Brian Allen, an SO Lineman 
with Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative 
(WREC), for his exceptional service as part of 
WREC’s second mission supporting the Light 
Up Navajo Project. The Light Up Navajo initia-
tive brings skilled utility professionals together 
to help extend electrical service to Navajo 
families who have lived without power for gen-
erations. Mr. Allen volunteered his expertise 
as a lineman and helped undertake the chal-
lenging, hands-on work required to bring this 
essential service to families in need. The im-
portance of this mission cannot be measured 
simply in poles, wires, or electrical connec-
tions. Electricity gives children the ability to 
study after dark, helps families safely preserve 
food and medicine, and provides greater safe-
ty and comfort for elders. It brings new possi-
bilities to homes and communities. Mr. Allen’s 
willingness to put his professional skills to 
work on behalf of others demonstrates tre-
mendous character and embodies the cooper-
ative tradition of neighbors helping neighbors. 

I commend Mr. Brian Allen for his hard 
work, professionalism, and dedication to this 
worthwhile mission. His contribution to Light 
Up Navajo reflects great credit upon WREC 
and our entire community. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Brown Street Gallery 
as they celebrate their 20th anniversary as an 
inclusive art gallery for neurodiverse artists in 
Napa County. 

Brown Street Gallery was established in 
Napa, California, in 2006 as a program of 
Napa Valley Support Services, a nonprofit or-
ganization serving individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities in Napa Coun-
ty. 

For 20 years, Brown Street Gallery has pro-
vided meaningful opportunities for 
neurodiverse artists and adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities to create, ex-
hibit, and sell their artwork in a professional 
gallery setting. The gallery promotes inclusion 
and economic opportunity while educating the 
community about the talents and contributions 
of artists with disabilities. 

Brown Street Gallery offers studio time, cre-
ative development, and support to find and 
grow an individual artistic voice. Artists can 
also earn real money through the sale of their 
work at gallery shows and exhibitions. Brown 
Street Gallery has helped hundreds of artists 
build confidence, tell their stories in creative 
ways, and become active participants in Napa 
County’s cultural life. 

Brown Street Gallery has a long history of 
collaboration and partnership with schools, 
businesses, art organizations, nonprofits, and 
community groups to promote inclusive arts 
programming, and to develop artists as valued 
community members. To name a few exam-
ples, Brown Street Gallery artists volunteer 
with Meals on Wheels to deliver food, along 
with free flower delivery to seniors in collabo-
ration with Napa Flower Power. Artists also 
regularly clean toys at the Napa Toy Library, 
attend the Farmers Market as volunteers, and 
attend collaborative shows with many well- 
known local artists. Brown Street Gallery also 
collaborates with organizations including Art 
Council Napa Valley, Moving Forward To-
wards Independence, and the Napa Education 
Foundation for community projects and art 
classes. 

Mr. Speaker, Brown Street Gallery is one of 
the few galleries in the region dedicated to 
showcasing the work of neurodiverse artists in 
a professional gallery environment. The gallery 
is recognized for fostering creativity, dignity, 
inclusion, and community engagement. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
Brown Street Gallery here today. 
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OF GEORGIA 
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Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the great economic impact 
of Georgia ports. 

Georgia Ports’ economic impact grew by 4 
percent in 2025, an increase of $7 billion com-
pared to the previous year. 

The ports now generate $181 billion in total 
annual sales and support over 605,000 full- 
time and part-time jobs across the State of 
Georgia. 

Port-related activity accounts for 12 percent 
of Georgia’s total economic output, meaning 
nearly one in every eight jobs in Georgia is 
tied to our ports. 

Between 2021 and 2025, employment sup-
ported by port activity grew by more than 
44,500 jobs, yielding 44 billion in income for 
Georgia workers. 

The Georgia Ports Authority continues to in-
vest in the future through a $5 billion infra-
structure plan, including new berths at the port 
of Savannah and in Brunswick. 

These ports remain a vital engine of oppor-
tunity for the entire First District and our State. 
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