
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E977 September 24, 2026 
From the West Pittston Community Pool to 
West Pittston Little League to local volun-
teering and fundraising, Lynette was known 
and loved by many for her loyalty. She was 
also incredibly involved in the political commu-
nity, serving as the first female chair of the 
Luzerne County Republican Committee. You 
could not be involved in NEPA politics without 
knowing Lynette. 

Lynette fought a courageous battle with 
breast cancer and will be remembered for her 
strength and kindness. She will be deeply 
missed by her family, friends, the West 
Pittston community, and all who she knew 
throughout Luzerne County. 
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RECOGNIZING FLOOD MINISTRIES 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Flood Ministries on its 20th anniver-
sary and to honor years of steadfast service to 
the most underserved members of the Kern 
County community. 

In 2006, dedicated volunteers from The 
Bridge Bible Church gathered to establish 
Flood Ministries under the belief that every 
person experiencing homelessness should be 
treated with dignity and respect. For the past 
20 years, Flood has put that belief into action, 
providing quality care and support to people of 
all ages and backgrounds. 

Through several key partnerships, Flood 
has expanded its reach throughout Bakersfield 
and Kern County. Working with the Bakers-
field-Kern Regional Homeless Collaborative 
and the Housing Authority of the County of 
Kern, it has provided personalized case man-
agement and housing services for homeless 
individuals struggling with severe mental and 
physical health challenges. Flood has also 
partnered with Kern Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Services, the County of Kern, Kern 
Health Systems, and the Bakersfield-Kern Re-
gional Homeless Collaborative to establish 
Navigation Centers throughout the Central 
Valley. These centers offer dedicated housing 
support that helps individuals find and transi-
tion into permanent homes. Flood also works 
with local leaders and first responders to con-
nect people in need with critical services. 

For two decades, Flood has taken a hands- 
on approach to addressing homelessness. Its 
Welcome Home project provides vital house-
hold items to help turn empty spaces into safe 
and dignified homes, while its mobile and fixed 
shower services provide an important resource 
for people in need. These efforts, strength-
ened by Flood’s partnerships throughout the 
community, have helped maintain a 90 per-
cent longterm housing retention rate. Today, 
Flood is focused on early intervention through 
its Bakersfield and Rural Youth Homeless 
Demonstration Programs, providing personal-
ized care to vulnerable young adults and stop-
ping chronic homelessness before it takes 
root. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Flood Ministries on 20 years of 
dedicated service to the people of Kern Coun-
ty and in wishing it continued success for 
years to come. 

HONORING ADDIE L. GREENE 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize my dear friend 
Addie L. Greene, a trailblazing public servant 
whose decades of leadership have left a last-
ing mark on Palm Beach County and the State 
of Florida. Addie and I had the privilege of 
serving side-by-side in the Florida Legislature, 
and I saw firsthand her strength, integrity, and 
deep commitment to the people she rep-
resented. 

A dedicated educator before entering public 
office, Addie began her political career in 
Mangonia Park, where she served on the 
Town Council and became the town’s first Afri-
can American woman mayor. In 1992, she 
made history as the first Black person from 
Palm Beach County elected to the Florida 
Legislature, serving four terms in the Florida 
House of Representatives. 

She continued her distinguished public serv-
ice as a member of the Palm Beach County 
Commission from 2000 to 2009, including 
service as Chair. Throughout her career, 
Addie has been a steadfast advocate for work-
ing families, underserved communities, and 
greater opportunity and representation for all. 

Addie Greene did more than make history— 
she opened doors and brought others through 
them. I am proud to call her my friend, and 
even prouder to have served alongside her. I 
thank Addie for her extraordinary lifetime of 
public service and for all she has done to 
make Palm Beach County a stronger, fairer, 
and more inclusive community. 
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HONORING THE LAKE COUNTY 
WINE ALLIANCE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Lake County Wine Al-
liance for their 25 years of service to our com-
munity. 

The Lake County Wine Alliance is a cooper-
ative composed of Lake County wineries, 
winegrape growers, vineyard owners, related 
businesses, and community supporters. 
Formed in 2000, the Lake County Wine Alli-
ance is a nonprofit organization operated 
under the guidance of a seven-member volun-
teer board of directors with the purpose of 
supporting charitable and other local pro-
grams. Each year, the Lake County Wine Auc-
tion donates its proceeds to local organiza-
tions and charities whose activities are in 
keeping with the Alliance’s charter. 

The Lake County Wine Alliance is a corner-
stone of philanthropy in Lake County, pro-
viding sustained support for youth education, 
arts, agriculture, and community well-being. 
They have raised over three million dollars in 
support of Lake County nonprofits. Their bene-
ficiaries include local organizations such as all 
five Lake County High Schools Fine Arts and 
Future Farmers of America (FFA) programs, 
several local culinary programs, Lake County 

4–H, Lake County Rural Arts Initiative, World 
Wide Healing Hands, Friends of the Lake 
County Library, and the Clearlake Senior Cen-
ter. 

The Lake County Wine Alliance has grown 
thanks to the leadership of President Kaj 
Ahlmann, Vice President Marie Beery, Treas-
urer Robert Rouniguiere, Secretary Beth 
Havirilla, and Directors Weston Seifert, Angie 
Shannon, and Raven Sprauge. 

Mr. Speaker, we thank the Lake County 
Wine Alliance for their dedicated service to our 
community. Therefore, it is fitting and proper 
that we honor them here today for their 25th 
anniversary. 
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HONORING DR. L.G. PINKSTON SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL ON ACHIEVING AN 
A RATING BY THE TEXAS EDU-
CATION AGENCY 

HON. JASMINE CROCKETT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the outstanding accomplishments 
of the students, faculty, staff, families, and en-
tire community of Dr. L.G. Pinkston Sr. High 
School in Dallas, Texas, on achieving an A 
rating from the Texas Education Agency. 

This historic achievement is the result of 
years of steady growth, hard work, and a sus-
tained commitment to excellence. In just 3 
years, Pinkston has risen from a D rating in 
2023 to a C, then a B, and now an A rating— 
demonstrating what can happen when stu-
dents, educators, families, and a community 
remain committed to progress. 

The Texas Education Agency also recog-
nized Pinkston for student progress, social 
studies performance, and its work helping all 
student groups succeed. These accomplish-
ments reflect not simply a single year’s per-
formance, but the dedication and consistency 
of a school community determined to ensure 
that every student has every opportunity to 
succeed. 

Pinkston is preparing its students for suc-
cess well beyond high school. The school of-
fers college and career pathways that include 
NAF academies, career and technical edu-
cation programs, technology and healthcare 
pathways, and early-college opportunities. 
Through its H-TECH healthcare pathway, stu-
dents can work toward an associate degree 
alongside their high school diplomas. 

This achievement is also a testament to the 
leadership and vision of Principal Tameca 
Ward, the teachers, and staff who support stu-
dents every day, and the families and commu-
nity members who continue to believe in the 
promise of Pinkston’s students. 

For generations, Dr. L.G. Pinkston Sr. High 
School has been an important part of Dallas’ 
West Side. Today, the Pinkston Vikings are 
building on that legacy and showing what is 
possible through perseverance, high expecta-
tions, opportunity, and community. 

I congratulate the students, faculty, staff, 
families, and community of Dr. L.G. Pinkston 
Sr. High School on this historic A rating. Their 
achievement is a source of pride for Dallas, 
and I look forward to seeing all that the 
Pinkston community will accomplish in the 
years ahead. 
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RECOGNIZING GURUDEV SRI SRI 

RAVI SHANKAR 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar in his 
70th year and honor his 45 years of humani-
tarian and spiritual service through the Art of 
Living Foundation to communities around the 
world. 

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar was born on 
May 13, 1956, in Papanasam, Tamil Nadu. 
Before becoming a spiritual leader, Shankar 
studied physics at St. Joseph’s College in 
Bangalore. He has been a tireless advocate 
for peace across conflict zones, eventually 
earning recognition as the Padma Vibhushan, 
India’s second-highest civilian honor. 

The Art of Living Foundation, founded in 
1981, proudly commemorates 45 years of pro-
moting mental wellbeing, stress relief, conflict 
resolution, and meditation programs. A glob-
ally revered humanitarian, spiritual leader, and 
ambassador of peace, Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar expanded the Art of Living Founda-
tion through more than 180 countries and 
reached over 800 million people. 

Shankar and the Art of Living Foundation 
achieved international success for pioneering 
the SKY Breath Meditation, also known as the 
Sudarshan Kriya. Researchers and leading in-
stitutions worldwide recognize it as an effec-
tive measure in reducing stress, anxiety, 
PTSD symptoms, and depression. 

The Art of Living Foundation has contributed 
to a number of humanitarian causes, including 
providing educational support in India and im-
proving water pollution in India. The Founda-
tion champions youth and women’s empower-
ment, rural development programs, and edu-
cational outreach initiatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask everyone to join me in 
recognizing Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar and 
the Art of Living Foundation on their 70th and 
45th years, respectively, for their service to 
the international community. 
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RECOGNIZING JAMEN MONBARREN 
OF WREC 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Jamen Monbarren, District Man-
ager with Withlacoochee River Electric Coop-
erative (WREC), for his outstanding leadership 
and service as part of WREC’s second mis-
sion supporting the Light Up Navajo Project. 
Through this important initiative, utility profes-
sionals volunteer their time and expertise to 
help bring electricity to Navajo families who 
have lived without power for generations. As a 
District Manager and supervisor, Mr. 
Monbarren demonstrated leadership by exam-
ple, joining his colleagues in this important 
mission and helping ensure their work was 
completed with professionalism, teamwork, 
and respect for the families they served. 

Access to reliable electricity is something 
most of us take for granted, but its impact is 

profound. Electricity allows children to study 
after dark, families to safely preserve food and 
medicine, and elders to live with greater safety 
and comfort. By participating in Light Up Nav-
ajo, Mr. Monbarren helped extend these basic 
opportunities to families far beyond WREC’s 
traditional service territory. 

This mission reflects the very best of the co-
operative spirit—neighbors helping neighbors 
and skilled professionals using their talents to 
improve the lives of others. I commend Mr. 
Jamen Monbarren for his leadership, compas-
sion, and commitment to service. His willing-
ness to answer this call reflects great credit 
upon WREC and our entire community. 
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HONORING AGENORIA LUCILLE 
SPEARMAN PASCHAL 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from 
the 24th District of the great state of Florida, 
I rise today to recognize and honor retired ed-
ucator Mrs. Agenoria Lucille Spearman Pas-
chal, a legendary pioneer in education in 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools; a vision-
ary ahead of her time; an advocate for stu-
dents, teachers, parents, our schools; and a 
dedicated community servant. I include in the 
RECORD the following proclamation: 

Whereas, Mrs. Paschal served Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools and her community 
for over 40 years, inspiring thousands of stu-
dents and developing programs that resulted 
in groundbreaking changes and improve-
ments within the Miami-Dade County Public 
School System, for which she was honored 
with numerous awards and national recogni-
tion; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Paschal held the positions of 
teacher, assistant principal, principal, and 
director, and implemented programs includ-
ing the Mobile Reading Clinic, Non-Graded 
Grouping, Magic Circle Awareness, and ex-
tended Public Library Services; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Paschal was instrumental in 
the writing of an educational proposal that 
led to the opening of the first segregated ele-
mentary school in the Miami-Dade County 
Public School System, initially called Pri-
mary School C and later named Thena 
Crowder Elementary School; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Paschal opened Olinda Ele-
mentary School in Liberty City, served as its 
first principal and successfully ran its Tri-
ple-T Program, a collaboration between 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools and the 
University of Miami that provided training 
and further education for teachers and para-
professionals, many of who went on to be-
come assistant principals, principals, and di-
rectors who also made outstanding contribu-
tions to education; and 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a Member of the United 
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of 
Florida, commend Mrs. Agenoria Lucille 
Spearman Paschal, for her leadership and 
outstanding contributions to education in 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools, and for 
her selfless, unwavering commitment and 
dedication to our community. 

HONORING ROBERT SALCEDO 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate not only the recognition 
of Robert Salcedo as a Friends of Puerto Rico 
award recipient, but also his selfless and unre-
lenting work toward healthcare affordability. 

Mr. Salcedo is the founder and CEO of 
OcyonBio, a pharmaceutical development and 
manufacturing organization. In his over 25 
years specializing in biotechnology, specifically 
in his time helping to lead Amgen, Mr. 
Salcedo has molded the strategic vision for 
projects that have brought tremendous busi-
ness and manufacturing to Puerto Rico, on top 
of managing billion-dollar operations. 

The focus of Mr. Salcedo’s work is gene 
and cell therapy, an endeavor he carries out 
to make this lifesaving healthcare affordable 
and widely accessible. Mr. Salcedo is not only 
generous in his efforts, he is also hugely suc-
cessful. Throughout his career, he pioneered a 
new model of biological engineering and man-
ufacturing. He worked to secure massive bio-
logic manufacturing increases and has forged 
powerful strategic partnerships to continue in-
novating and producing at the highest of 
standards. 

Mr. Salcedo has made monumental strides 
toward shaping Puerto Rico into a land of op-
portunity and manufacturing for biotechnology 
and life sciences. He has invested over $100 
million dollars into the infrastructure and en-
ergy sectors of the island. He has taken care 
in establishing OcyonBio’s base right near the 
campus of the University of Puerto Rico Maya-
guez to not only provide jobs to current work-
ers, but to create opportunities for the univer-
sity’s most talented students. His contributions 
have built and shaped the infrastructure, tech-
nology, and expertise of the island in a way 
that sets Puerto Ricans up for long-term suc-
cess. 

Under his tutelage, Mr. Salcedo’s compa-
nies have built a foundation on which the in-
dustry of biologics in Puerto Rico can operate 
for decades to come. He lifts those who need 
an opportunity, and he invests his time and ef-
forts into communities that can truly feel the 
impact. He is a shining example of what it 
means to be a good, effective, and upright 
leader. Mr. Salcedo is exactly what it means 
to be a friend to Puerto Rico. 

I congratulate Robert Salcedo on this ex-
traordinary honor and thank him for the lead-
ership he has displayed and the work that he 
has done. 
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RECOGNIZING ST. MARYS 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize St. Marys, Georgia, for 
being named the prettiest town in Georgia by 
Architectural Digest. 

St. Marys, a great representation of Georgia 
in this contest, is in the most southeastern 
corner of the State. 
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