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area for many years to come. I am thankful for 
the opportunity to recognize and honor Kathy 
Deer’s unwavering commitment to the City of 
Pearl for the last 21 years, and I wish her the 
best in retirement. 

f 

HONORING DEIRDRE M. JACOBS 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Deirdre M. Ja-
cobs. Assistant City Manager for the City of 
Riviera Beach, on earning the prestigious des-
ignation of International City/County Manage-
ment Association (ICMA) Credentialed Man-
ager (CM). 

This historic achievement makes Deirdre the 
first municipal executive serving the City of 
Riviera Beach to earn the ICMA—CM des-
ignation and the only currently active Black 
woman serving as an ICMA Credentialed 
Manager in Palm Beach County. It is the latest 
milestone in a distinguished career spanning 
nearly four decades of municipal public serv-
ice. 

Deirdre is a graduate of Florida A&M Uni-
versity, where she earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Public Management, and Florida 
State University, where she earned a Master 
of Public Administration. Her career in public 
service began with internships in the Riviera 
Beach City Manager’s Office and the Palm 
Beach County Board of County Commis-
sioners’ Human Resources Department. In 
1989, she formally began her municipal career 
as a Budget Analyst with the City of Tallahas-
see. 

Deirdre later joined the City of West Palm 
Beach, where she rose through the ranks to 
become a Division Program Manager in Com-
munity Development. I had the privilege of 
working directly with her when she served as 
a Special Assistant to the Mayor during my 
tenure as Mayor of West Palm Beach. 

I am especially proud of the work we did to-
gether to uplift families in Coleman Park, a 
historically under-resourced neighborhood. 
Our efforts included building new homes, re-
habilitating existing homes’ improving the com-
munity center, supporting seniors, and 
strengthening neighborhood services and re-
sources. Deirdre brought dedication, compas-
sion, and a deep commitment to improving the 
quality of life for the families we served. 

Deirdre has brought the same commitment 
to public service to the City of Riviera Beach, 
where she was unanimously appointed Interim 
City Manager in 2019. During a pivotal leader-
ship transition, she helped guide the City 
through a significant cybersecurity attack, 
maintained essential municipal services, re-
cruited professional staff for key leadership 
positions, strengthened City operations, and 
advanced important infrastructure investments. 

Today, she continues to serve Riviera 
Beach as Assistant City Manager, bringing 
decades of experience, professionalism, and a 
deep commitment to effective and responsive 
local government. Her designation as an ICMA 
Credentialed Manager reflects not only her ex-
pertise, but also her sustained dedication to 
the highest standards of public service. Her 
career is a testament to the impact of prin-

cipled leadership and a powerful example for 
the next generation of public servants. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Deirdre Jacobs on this historic achieve-
ment and recognizing her decades of distin-
guished public service. Deirdre’s career re-
flects a lifetime commitment to professional 
local government and the communities we 
serve. Deirdre is not only a talented and dedi-
cated public servant, but also someone who 
genuinely cares about people and works tire-
lessly to make their lives better. 

I am proud to recognize her contributions to 
our community and call her a friend. 
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HONORING SOUTH OAK CLIFF 
HIGH SCHOOL ON ACHIEVING AN 
A RATING BY THE TEXAS EDU-
CATION AGENCY 

HON. JASMINE CROCKETT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the outstanding accomplishments 
of the students, faculty, staff, families, and en-
tire community of South Oak Cliff High School 
in Dallas, Texas, on achieving an A rating 
from the Texas Education Agency. 

This historic achievement reflects years of 
hard work, perseverance, and a commitment 
to academic excellence. In 2026, South Oak 
Cliff earned an A rating with a score of 91 out 
of 100—a remarkable milestone for a school 
with such a proud history and deep roots in 
the Oak Cliff community. 

What makes this achievement especially re-
markable is that South Oak Cliff has excelled 
both in the classroom and on the football field. 
The Golden Bears have won three state 
championships and made five consecutive UIL 
5A State Championship appearances. They 
now stand among the schools that have dem-
onstrated excellence both academically and 
athletically, making this a truly historic moment 
for South Oak Cliff and Dallas ISD. 

This success reflects the dedication of gen-
erations of students, educators, coaches, fami-
lies, and community leaders, as well as the 
leadership of Principal Dr. Willie F. Johnson. 

For generations, South Oak Cliff High 
School has been a cornerstone of the Oak 
Cliff community. Today, the Golden Bears are 
continuing that legacy by showing that excel-
lence can be achieved both on the field and 
in the classroom. 

I congratulate the students, faculty, staff, 
families, coaches, and entire South Oak Cliff 
community on this historic A rating. I am proud 
to recognize the Golden Bears for this extraor-
dinary achievement. 

f 

HONORING THE ALFRED MOORE 
CHAPTER, NATIONAL SOCIETY 
DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Alfred Moore Chapter of the Na-

tional Society Daughters of the American Rev-
olution (NSDAR) for its generous gift of an 
America 250 Revolutionary War Patriots’ 
Marker to Moore County. 

On October 1, 2026, members of the Alfred 
Moore Chapter, descendants of Revolutionary 
War patriots, community leaders, and citizens 
will gather at the Moore County Courthouse in 
Carthage to dedicate this permanent tribute to 
the men and women whose courage, sacrifice, 
and service helped secure the independence 
of our great Nation. 

It is particularly fitting this tribute to our rev-
olutionary generation should stand in a county 
bearing the name of one of North Carolina’s 
own revolutionary patriots. Both Moore County 
and the Alfred Moore Chapter, NSDAR, were 
named in honor of Alfred Moore, a Revolu-
tionary War patriot and distinguished states-
man. 

Moore served as an officer in the Conti-
nental Army during the American Revolu-
tionary War and later devoted himself to public 
service, ultimately serving as an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States from 1800 to 1804. His legacy of patri-
otism and service provides a meaningful con-
nection between this community and the revo-
lutionary generation honored by this marker. 

For more than a century, the Alfred Moore 
Chapter, NSDAR, has worked to preserve our 
history, educate future generations, promote 
patriotism, and serve the people of its commu-
nity. This marker continues the tradition and 
establishes a permanent legacy for the 250th 
anniversary of our country in Moore County. 

I am especially proud to recognize the Al-
fred Moore Chapter for ensuring the legacy of 
our revolutionary patriots is preserved here in 
Moore County for generations to come. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today cele-
brating the Alfred Moore Chapter, National So-
ciety Daughters of the American Revolution. 

f 

HONORING THE LATE JEANET 
GRAYSON 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from 
the 24th District of the great state of Florida, 
I rise today to recognize the late Mrs. Jeanet 
Grayson, a beloved mother, grandmother, sis-
ter, daughter, friend, and devoted member of 
Bethel Baptist Church. 

I include in the RECORD the following procla-
mation: 

Whereas, Mrs. Jeanet Grayson was the 
rock and foundation of her large and loving 
family of 17 children, 68 grandchildren, 63 
great-grandchildren, 10 great-great-grand-
children, 2 brothers, 2 nephews, 2 nieces, 2 
great nephews, 1 great niece, 2 godchildren, 3 
adopted daughters, 7 sisters-in-law, and 6 
brothers-in-law; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Grayson was entrusted with 
the lives of hundreds of schol children and 
took great responsibility in caring for them 
as a bus driver and food service provider with 
Miami Dade County Public Schools, and as a 
bus driver and student attendant at Whole 
Word Christian Academy: and 

Whereas, Mrs. Grayson was a founder of 
The Road Runners, an organization of South-
west Transportation; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Grayson was a faithful 
member of Bethel Baptist Church, where she 
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sang in the choir and was a driver for the 
Evangelism Ministry; and 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a Member of the United 
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of 
Florida, commend the late Mrs. Jeanet Gray-
son for her dedication to her family and 
friends and her church and for her commit-
ment to our community. 

f 

HONORING SOMERSET HILLS EDU-
CATION FOUNDATION’S 30-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. KEAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 30th anniversary of Somerset Hills 
Education Foundation. For 30 years, the foun-
dation has dutifully pursued its vision to em-
power every student in the Somerset Hills 
School District to excel academically, develop 
strong character, and embrace lifelong learn-
ing. 

Established in 1986, this independent non-
profit has consistently dedicated itself to sup-
porting the next generation. Through a wide 
range of academics professional development, 
and community partnership programs, they in-
spire students to ‘‘stand on their toes and 
reach for the stars.’’ 

As we commemorate this remarkable mile-
stone, we express our sincere gratitude for 
Somerset Hills Education Foundation’s three 
decades of service to Somerset Hills School 
District and the State of New Jersey. I wish 
them continued success in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING MIGUEL A. OTERO 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize my dear, long-time friend and 
Deputy Chief of Staff, Miguel A. Otero. His 
decades-long dedication to public service has 
created a long-lasting impact on our commu-
nity and well beyond Florida’s 26th District. 

Born in New York City, New York, in 1962 
to parents Mr. Eliseo Marrero Otero and Dr. 
Dulce Amada Otero, Miguel Otero’s family 
moved to Miami, Florida in the late 1960s. 
Miguel and his sister, Dolores, grew up being 
taught the value of hands-on, hard work, with 
Miguel often accompanying his father on 
project, performing manual labor like painting 
and building. In the summer, the family would 
go on road trHs across the country, imbuing 
Miguel with a deep sense of appreciation for 
the beauty of America and its history. 

Miguel later applied these principles to his 
studies, earning a bachelor’s of business ad-
ministration at Florida International University 
while simultaneously working at Luria’s depart-
ment store. It was there that he met his loving 
wife of 36 years, Sheila. In 1993, Miguel offi-
cially began his long civil service career work-
ing for Alex Villalobos in the Florida House of 
Representatives and the Florida Senate, work-
ing diligently as his Chief Legislative Assistant 
as well as his Chief of Staff. 

Since his days in the Florida legislature, 
Miguel has consistently demonstrated his 
steadfast commitment to safeguarding and as-
sisting the people of South Florida. In fact, 
Miguel is a proud 1996 graduate of the Miami- 
Dade County Citizens’ Police Academy, a 
2007 graduate of the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice Federal Bureau of Investigations Miami 
Division Citizens’ Academy, and a 2019 grad-
uate of the Doral Police Department’s Citizens’ 
Police Academy. Since joining my office in 
2003, he has continually invested in and main-
tained foundational relationships in our com-
munity with consular officers, local and State- 
elected officials, as well as law enforcement 
and first responders throughout the 26th Dis-
trict of Florida; work critical to my effort to rep-
resent and serve my constituents. 

Miguel’s ethos has always been one of 
service. He continually looks for ways he can 
help others, whether that means assisting a 
constituent with an immigration issue, meeting 
with community leaders to understand their 
needs and concerns, reaching for something 
off a high shelf for a stranger at the grocery 
store, or caring for family members during 
times of illness. 

As one of my trusted advisors, I can always 
count on Miguel to remember every detail, and 
he has such a great memory. He is a prin-
cipled person, and his character is a direct re-
flection of his beliefs. In his many years of 
service, he has never needed nor sought the 
spotlight, and his integrity lies in his desire to 
do the right thing for the sake of doing so. 

Mr. Speaker, Miguel’s commitment to his 
community is demonstrative of the very best 
this country has to offer. A tireless civil servant 
who uses his skills to advocate for his commu-
nity, a loving husband to Sheila, and devoted 
father to their daughter Victoria, and a man 
who is relentless in his desire to serve. I am 
honored to know him, and I ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing this outstanding indi-
vidual. 

f 

HONORING SUNSHINE CATHEDRAL, 
BISHOP ROBERT GRIFFIN, AND 
BISHOP DURRELL WATKINS FOR 
THEIR HISTORIC MILESTONES 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to congratulate Sunshine Cathedral on 
its 55th anniversary and honor Bishop Durrell 
Watkins and Bishop Robert Griffin for 20 years 
of faithful service to our community. Sunshine 
Cathedral has served as a beacon of hope, in-
clusion, unconditional love, and spiritual 
grounding in South Florida for 55 years, culti-
vating a vibrant, welcoming community where 
all individuals are celebrated. 

Founded on the principles of social justice, 
compassion, and progressive faith, Sunshine 
Cathedral has continuously opened its doors 
to all people—standing strong as a sanctuary 
of refuge, empowerment, and equality. 

But Sunshine Cathedral’s success would not 
be possible without steady hands. Bishop 
Durrell Watkins and Bishop Robert Griffin 
have faithfully served Sunshine Cathedral for 
two decades, offering exemplary pastoral care, 
visionary leadership, and unwavering dedica-

tion to the congregation and the broader com-
munity. Through their 20 years of leadership in 
Broward County, Bishop Watkins and Bishop 
Griffin have championed humanitarian causes, 
advanced civil rights, nurtured spiritual growth, 
and strengthened South Florida through 
impactful community outreach. 

The 55th anniversary of Sunshine Cathedral 
and the 20th anniversary of Bishop Watkins’ 
and Bishop Griffin’s Sunshine Cathedral min-
istry mark historic milestones of transformative 
service, enduring resilience, and compas-
sionate spiritual leadership. It is my honor to 
recognize them for these accomplishments 
and extend my deepest gratitude and con-
gratulations to Bishop Watkins and Bishop 
Griffin for achieving this milestone. 

f 

HONORING PEARSON’S CANDY 
COMPANY IN SAINT PAUL, MIN-
NESOTA 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the employees and many fans of 
Pearson’s Candy Company, the 117-year old 
candy producer which has been making its 
iconic Nut Goodie and Salted Nut Roll candies 
at its manufacturing facility in Saint Paul since 
1957. Last month, Pearson’s announced that it 
will be closing its West Seventh Street Saint 
Paul factory at the end of September, elimi-
nating approximately 80 jobs. 

Founded in 1909 by P. Edward Pearson 
and his brothers, Pearson’s Candy Company 
introduced its famous Nut Goodie in 1912. 
Featuring maple nougat, roasted peanuts, and 
a milk-chocolate coating, the Nut Goodie was 
a hit and has been enjoyed for generations. In 
1933, during the depths of the Great Depres-
sion, Pearson’s debuted the Salted Nut Roll. 
Its vanilla nougat center, caramel layer, and 
salted peanut coating gave people something 
sweet yet filling for only 5 cents. In 1957, pro-
duction moved to the current location on West 
Seventh Street in Saint Paul, where the be-
loved treats have been produced ever since. 

Sadly, Pearson’s Candy Company has now 
announced that its Saint Paul factory will end 
production and close its doors at the end of 
September, leaving about 80 employees with-
out their jobs. The layoffs will affect positions 
across production, maintenance, quality con-
trol, shipping, and management. Jobs being 
eliminated include candy makers, packers, 
maintenance mechanics, boiler operators, ma-
chine operators, quality control technicians, 
HVAC technicians, shipping and receiving 
clerks, production managers, and the IT man-
ager. While Pearson’s parent company, Prom-
ise Confections, has stated that production of 
these iconic products will continue elsewhere, 
the closure marks the end of more than a cen-
tury of candy manufacturing in Minnesota and 
will leave about 80 Saint Paul workers without 
jobs. 

In my role as a United States Representa-
tive, I have often purchased Pearson’s 
candies to share at special events, including 
with visitors, ambassadors, and dignitaries 
from around the world. I have lost count of 
how many times someone has tried one and 
immediately asked for another—a small testa-
ment to the enduring appeal of this Minnesota- 
made treat. 
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