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RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE WAN 

LEE 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Detective Wan Lee upon his re-
tirement after more than 31 years of dedicated 
service in law enforcement, including more 
than 30 years serving the Grapevine commu-
nity. 

Detective Lee began his law enforcement 
career in 1995 with the Royse City Police De-
partment before joining the Grapevine Police 
Department in 1996. Throughout his distin-
guished career with the Grapevine Police De-
partment, Detective Lee served in Patrol and 
took on numerous specialized assignments. 
He served as a Field Training Officer, Fire-
arms Instructor, and Defensive Tactics Instruc-
tor, helping train and mentor fellow officers. 
He also served on the SWAT Team and later 
joined the Motor Unit, where he became a cer-
tified Accident Reconstructionist. 

In 2014, Detective Lee began serving as a 
Task Force Officer with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration. During his time with the DEA, 
he became a certified member of the agency’s 
Special Response Team and served on its 
high-risk warrant team. 

For more than three decades, Detective Lee 
has demonstrated professionalism, dedication, 
courage, and an unwavering commitment to 
protecting and serving others. His willingness 
to pursue specialized training, take on chal-
lenging assignments, and mentor fellow law 
enforcement professionals has left a lasting 
impact on the Grapevine Police Department 
and the communities he has served. 

As Detective Wan Lee begins his well- 
earned retirement, I extend my sincere grati-
tude for his many years of service to our com-
munity and congratulate him on an exceptional 
career in law enforcement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAY BLOMMEL OF 
WREC 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Jay Blommel, an OPC Lineman 
with Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative 
(WREC), for his outstanding service as part of 
WREC’s second mission supporting the Light 
Up Navajo Project. Through Light Up Navajo, 
skilled utility professionals volunteer their time 
and expertise to help bring electricity to Nav-
ajo families who have lived without power for 
generations. As a lineman, Mr. Blommel put 
his specialized skills to work performing the 
challenging, hands-on work necessary to help 
extend electrical service to families in need. 
For most Americans, reliable electricity is part 
of everyday life. For families who have gone 
without it, however, turning on the power can 
be transformational. Electricity provides light 
after dark, allows food and medicine to be 
safely refrigerated, and provides greater safe-
ty, comfort, and opportunity. 

Mr. Blommel’s willingness to leave his own 
community and use his professional skills in 

service to others embodies the cooperative 
spirit at its very best. His hard work helped ad-
vance a mission that is not simply about con-
necting electrical lines—it is about connecting 
families to greater opportunity and a better 
quality of life. I commend Mr. Jay Blommel for 
his professionalism, hard work, and commit-
ment to serving others. His efforts reflect great 
credit upon WREC and our entire community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEM-
ORY OF MYRA ANN LANDRESS 
JONES 

HON. AARON BEAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and memory of Myra 
Ann Landress Jones, a beloved native of 
Fernandina Beach, Florida, who passed away 
on September 8, 2026, at the age of 86. 

Born on June 6, 1940, to Raymond and 
Inez Landress, Myra was a proud member of 
the Fernandina Beach High School graduating 
class of 1958 and a lifelong pillar of our local 
community. Her faith and community spirit 
shone brightly through her active membership 
at Springhill Baptist Church and her pas-
sionate support as a University of Florida 
Gator Booster. 

Myra dedicated decades of her life to public 
service, retiring from the Federal government 
after distinguished work as a legal assistant 
with the United States Attorney in New Hamp-
shire, the Florida Veterans Administration, and 
the Federal Aviation Administration. Never one 
to slow down, she continued serving Nassau 
County by working for the School Board of 
Nassau County and Fernandina Beach Realty 
for two decades before her well-earned retire-
ment in 2018 at the age of 78. 

Above all else, Myra’s heart belonged to her 
family. She was a devoted mother, aunt, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, and surro-
gate grandmother whose warmth, guidance, 
and love enriched multiple generations. She 
leaves behind a remarkable legacy in her 
sons, Benjamin and David; her daughter, Les-
lie; her extended family; and a growing lineage 
of grandchildren and great-grandchildren who 
will forever cherish her memory. 

Mr. Speaker, Myra Ann Landress Jones 
lived a life defined by quiet dedication to her 
country, her community, and her loved ones. 
I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring her 
memory and extending our deepest condo-
lences to her family during this time. 
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RECOGNIZING GENENTECH 

HON. KEVIN MULLIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Genentech, whose global head-
quarters is in my hometown of South San 
Francisco, on the occasion of its 50th anniver-
sary and to honor its profound impact on the 
biotechnology industry, scientific innovation, 
and the lives of patients across the globe. 

As the world’s first biotechnology company, 
Genentech has been an industry pioneer since 

its founding in 1976. The company’s 50-year 
history began with a single phone call be-
tween venture capitalist Robert A. Swanson 
and biochemist Dr. Herbert W. Boyer. Swan-
son had heard about Boyer’s role in the inven-
tion of recombinant DNA technology, research 
which would soon prove living cells could be 
programmed to produce life-changing medi-
cines. By the end of the three-hour conversa-
tion, the two had conceived a way to commer-
cialize recombinant DNA technology, and 
Genentech was born. After months of experi-
ments, the team of scientists at Genentech 
successfully synthesized somatostatin. Even 
though the experiment had no commercial 
consequences, it confirmed that recombinant 
DNA technology could be used to make 
human proteins and established an important 
precedent at the company of letting science 
lead business. Equipped with new knowledge, 
confidence, and funding, Genentech scientists 
went on to become the first team to syn-
thesize human insulin, medicine that has 
changed millions of lives since. 

In the decades that followed, Genentech 
continued to lead. Its scientists developed the 
first monoclonal antibody approved in the 
United States for the treatment of cancer, a 
therapy for non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma that 
helped establish antibody-based treatment as 
a pillar of modern oncology. Genentech intro-
duced the original HER2-targeted therapy for 
metastatic breast cancer. In doing so, it 
launched the first therapeutic antibody paired 
with a required companion diagnostic test, an 
innovation that helped realize the promise of 
precision medicine by ensuring the suitable 
medication met the correct patient. Further-
more, Genentech introduced the first B-cell 
depleting therapy approved for both relapsing 
and primary progressiVe forms of multiple 
sclerosis, offering hope to patients with a form 
of the disease that had long lacked approved 
treatment options. The company’s legacy of 
firsts reflects Genentech’s sustained, decades- 
long institutional commitment to solving prob-
lems that others may have judged too difficult, 
too risky, or too small a market to pursue. 

Such commitment continues today at an ex-
traordinary scale. Genentech invests $15 bil-
lion annually in research and development, 
representing one of the largest R&D budgets 
in the biotechnology industry. Its scientists 
contribute their experimentation and innovation 
in five therapeutic areas: Oncology-Hema-
tology, Neurology, Ophthalmology, Immu-
nology, and Cardiovascular, Renal and Metab-
olism. Genentech is a proud member of the 
scientific community and is committed to shar-
ing its discoveries by encouraging its re-
searchers to publish their findings. 

Genentech medicines have received 43 
FDA Breakthrough Therapy Designations, a 
distinction reserved for treatments that show 
substantial improvement over existing thera-
pies for serious conditions. 46 Genentech 
medicines appear on the World Health Organi-
zation’s Model List of Essential Medicines, the 
WHO’s own register of the medicines judged 
most effective, safe, and necessary within a 
health system. The company has developed 
more than 40 FDA-approved medicines for se-
rious and life-threatening diseases. Today, it 
sponsors 250 clinical trials in the United 
States with 66 investigational medicines cur-
rently in development, a pipeline that rep-
resents the next generation of potential treat-
ments for patients still waiting for better op-
tions. 
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Scientific breakthroughs only matter if pa-

tients can access these life-changing thera-
pies. Genentech has a history of sustained in-
vestment in patient assistance. Over the past 
30 years, Genentech has helped more than 4 
million people through its patient assistance 
programs. In 2025 alone, the company’s Com-
mercial Co-pay Assistance programs sup-
ported 213,000 eligible patients, and 
Genentech Access Solutions helped 320,000 
people navigate access issues to obtain the 
medicines they had been prescribed. Similarly, 
the Genentech Patient Foundation has as-
sisted more than 900,000 individuals, including 
75,000 eligible patients who received free 
medicine through the Foundation in 2025 
alone. Few companies in any industry can 
point to a four-decade record of direct, sus-
tained assistance to patients in need on this 
scale. 

Genentech’s footprint in American science 
and manufacturing is substantial and growing. 
The company has committed $50 billion to in-
vest in American infrastructure, supporting the 
domestic manufacturing and research capacity 
that keeps cutting-edge medicine grounded in 
the United States. Genentech has proudly 
called South San Francisco home since its 
founding, establishing the city as the birth-
place of biotechnology. 

Genentech has long maintained that its mis-
sion goes beyond the laboratory. Since 2017, 
it has invested more than $230 million in edu-
cation, health access, and community 
wellbeing. For more than ten years, the com-
pany has operated Futurelab, a STEM edu-
cation program that reaches 8,000 K–12 stu-
dents annually in the South San Francisco 
Unified School District, educating and inspiring 
the next generation of American scientists. 
The company’s Genentech Goes to Town pro-
gram has encouraged employees at sites 
across the country to patronize local mer-
chants each fall, an effort that has invested 
more than 84.8 million into more than 300 
small businesses. 

Looking to the next 50 years and beyond, 
Genentech is proving itself a role model for its 
future-minded approach to sustainability and 
embrace of thrilling new technologies. In 2025, 
the company completed its transition to 100 
percent sustainable electricity across all its 
sites. Its employees started Green Genes, a 
grassroots sustainability effort aimed at reduc-
ing individual carbon footprint by putting more 
everyday environmental habits in place. 
Genentech is also leading the integration of 
data science and artificial intelligence into their 
innovation and patient care to ensure it re-
mains at the forefront of scientific progress, 
recognizing the technology’s potential to accel-
erate Genentech’s ability to solve the most 
pressing health challenges in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Genentech has fundamentally 
changed the scientific field, and the lives of so 
many patients, for the better. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and cele-
brating Genentech for its role in creating the 
biotechnology industry, for its sustained invest-
ment in scientific innovation, and for its dec-
ades-long commitment to the patients and 
communities it serves. 

RECOGNIZING DR. HENRY 
SHANNON 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Henry Shannon for his 
19 years of service to Chaffey College ahead 
of his retirement on September 24, 2026. 
Through his leadership, Dr. Shannon has had 
an incredible impact on thousands of Inland 
Empire families in my congressional district 
and beyond. 

Dr. Shannon first came to Chaffey College 
in 2007, and has served as superintendent 
and president since then. His colleagues com-
mend his leadership, saying his direction al-
lowed students to thrive and grew the col-
lege’s sense of community, as he aimed to 
make Chaffey College the jewel of the Inland 
Empire. 

Before Dr. Shannon launched his career in 
education, he earned his bachelor’s degree 
from Harris-Stowe State University. After com-
pleting his undergraduate degree, he went on 
to earn his masters and doctorate degrees 
from Washington University in St. Louis, and a 
management certificate from Harvard Univer-
sity. 

Prior to serving Chaffey College, Dr. Shan-
non used his passion for higher education to 
serve the St. Louis community. In St. Louis, 
he was a campus president and the chief stu-
dent affairs officer within the St. Louis Com-
munity College system. He began his career 
as a junior high school history teacher in St. 
Louis, and quickly rose to serve as chancellor 
for the entire St. Louis Community College 
system. He also served as a faculty member 
and administrator at Harris-Stowe State Uni-
versity and St. Louis University. 

Dr. Shannon and his wife, Gwendolyn, re-
side in the heart of the Chaffey College dis-
trict. Together they raised four children, and 
have ten grandchildren. 

Locally, Dr. Shannon serves as a vibrant 
member of our community. His strong commit-
ment to community engagement shines by 
serving as a board member of the Community 
College Research Center Advisory Board, the 
Alliance of San Bernardino County, the San 
Bernardino County Workforce Development 
Board, Growing Inland Achievement, and Cali-
fornia Community Colleges Region 9 CEOs. 

Over the years, Dr. Shannon’s commitment 
to the educational field has earned him numer-
ous awards. In January of 2026, he was 
named CEO of the Year by the African Amer-
ican California Community College Trustees 
and Administrators. Growing Inland Achieve-
ment recognized his Equity-Focused Excel-
lence in 2023. In 2022, the San Bernardino 
County Superintendent of Schools honored Dr. 
Shannon with the Distinguished Service 
Award, and in 2021, the Inland Empire Eco-
nomic Partnership named him Educator of the 
Year to recognize his commitment to work-
force education and partnerships with the 
business community. 

Although Dr. Shannon has achieved numer-
ous milestones, one of his proudest moments 
was when $25 million was awarded to Chaffey 
by philanthropist MacKenzie Scott. This gen-
erous donation was awarded as the result of 
the school’s commitment to equity, a principle 

that Dr. Shannon used to guide his career and 
leadership at Chaffey College. 

My office has been proud to partner with Dr. 
Shannon at numerous events to highlight and 
expand Chaffey College’s innovative work. Dr. 
Shannon has helped me host visits from nu-
merous federal officials, including former Sec-
retary of Education Miguel Cardona, as well 
as the former Secretary of Labor Marty Walsh, 
to the InTech Center to view the 
groundbreaking work that Chaffey College is 
doing to help ensure students have skills that 
local employers need. 

For his outstanding service to students 
throughout our community, it is my honor to 
recognize Dr. Henry Shannon. His commit-
ment to the Inland Empire and beyond is wor-
thy of the highest commendation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE GOLD STAR 
FAMILIES MEMORIAL MONU-
MENT IN KAUFMAN COUNTY, 
TEXAS 

HON. LANCE GOODEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. GOODEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the dedication of the new Gold 
Star Families Memorial Monument in Kaufman 
County, Texas. Thanks to the work of the 
Kaufman County Gold Star Committee and the 
Woody Williams Foundation, this monument 
will forever recognize the brave men, women, 
and families who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of our Nation’s freedom and 
security. 

On September 27, 2026, citizens, veterans, 
and community leaders will gather in Kaufman 
County for the official dedication of this monu-
ment, creating a sacred space of remem-
brance, gratitude, and healing. This ceremony, 
which will be held at Kaufman County Vet-
erans Memorial Park, will serve as a profound 
opportunity to honor our resilient Gold Star 
Families, whose profound sacrifice, enduring 
grief, and unwavering patriotism embody the 
highest virtues of citizenship and devotion to 
our Nation. 

f 

HONORING CHAD DONAHUE FOR 
EXCELLENCE IN SKILLED 
TRADES EDUCATION 

HON. ZACHARY NUNN 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 24, 2026 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Chad Donahue of Des Moines, 
Iowa, for receiving the 2026 Harbor Freight 
Tools for Schools Prize for Teaching Excel-
lence and for his outstanding commitment to 
preparing the next generation of Iowa’s skilled 
workforce. 

A welding instructor at Des Moines Public 
Schools Central Campus, Chad brings two 
decades of field and shop experience with 
Sheet Metal Workers Local 45 into his class-
room. He did precision work in food-grade 
stainless and structural steel for companies 
like Firestone, Cargill, and Tone’s Spices, won 
his local apprentice welding contest three 
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