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they begin assignments across our Nation and
around the world, these new Second Lieuten-
ants will have the opportunity to lead our Sol-
diers through the challenges of military serv-
ice. | have no doubt that the lessons they
learned at West Point will serve them well as
they take on this responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Michigan’s 1st
Congressional District, | extend my sincere
congratulations to these graduates and their
families. May they continue to lead with cour-
age, integrity, and a steadfast commitment to
defending our Constitution and our Nation. |
wish each of them success as they begin this
next chapter of their service to our country.

———

RECOGNIZING COLONEL ROBERT
W. RUST

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Mr. DUNN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Colonel Robert W. Rust,
whose actions helped prevent an assassina-
tion attempt on President John F. Kennedy
before he took the oath of office.

Colonel Rust passed away on September 1,
2024, in Florida at the age of 96. He was laid
to rest at Arlington National Cemetery in
March of 2025.

Colonel Rust had a long career in public
service and law enforcement, serving as a
Marine Patrol Officer for the City of Miami; As-
sistant U.S. Attorney for the Department of
Justice for the Southern District of Florida;
Chief Assistant County Prosecutor; State Rep-
resentative for the Palm Beach and Martin
Counties in the Florida House of Representa-
tives; and U.S. Attorney for the Department of
Justice for the Southern District of Florida from
1969 to 1977 before returning to privately
practice law until his retirement in 1989. These
are only a few of his many accomplishments
and positions over his long life.

In December 1960, during his time as As-
sistant U.S. Attorney for the Department of
Justice, he used his authority to protect the
then President-Elect John Fitzgerald Kennedy
by intercepting the attempted assassin Rich-
ard Paul Pavlick.

After his Presidential win, Kennedy vaca-
tioned at his family’s estate in Palm Beach,
Florida. Richard Pavlick followed Kennedy
from New England to Florida, planning to carry
out a suicide car bombing targeting the 35th
President. Pavlick waited for an opportunity
when Kennedy would not be with his wife,
Jacqueline, and their two young children.

Acting on a tip from Postmaster Thomas
Murphy of Belmont, New Hampshire, Assistant
U.S. Attorney Robert Rust and John Marshall,
Agent in Charge of the Secret Service for
South Florida, intercepted Pavlick after he was
detained by Palm Beach motorcycle police of-
ficer Lester Free for a traffic infraction. Agent
Marshall persuaded Pavlick to sign a consent-
to-search form, which led to the discovery that
his car was filled with dynamite. Rust had
traced Pavlick’s purchase of the dynamite to
New Hampshire, uncovering that Pavlick had
followed President-elect Kennedy to Florida
with the intent to assassinate him.
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Assistant U.S. Attorney Rust subsequently
charged Pavlick federally with attempting to
bomb a church, which had recently become a
federal crime. At that time, it was not yet a
federal crime to murder or threaten a Presi-
dent or President-elect; previous assassina-
tions had been prosecuted only under state
law. Rust and Marshall also persuaded Pavlick
to sign a consent form to search his motel
room. After obtaining his signed consent, they
discovered a manifesto detailing his intent to
assassinate Kennedy.

Around this time, the Secret Service detail
assigned to Kennedy’s Florida visit checked
into a hotel across the street. Kennedy was
scheduled to arrive in Palm Beach the fol-
lowing day. Rust and Marshall then walked the
handcuffed Pavlick over to the Secret Service.
Pavlick was ultimately committed to an institu-
tion after it was determined that he had a his-
tory of mental iliness.

This attempt on President Kennedy’s life is
often overlooked due to an airline accident
that occurred the same day and, of course,
because of his tragic death nearly three years
later.

Rust received the Secret Service Treasury
Department Award of Merit in 1964, as well as
a letter of commendation from U.S. Secret
Service Chief U.E. Baughman.

In 1961, at the beginning of the 87th Con-
gress, Public Law 87-829 was introduced and
passed the following year, extending Secret
Service protection to include Presidents-elect,
Vice Presidents-elect, former presidents, and
their families—considering the threat the pre-
vious December.

Without Colonel Rust’s efforts, Pavlick could
have inflicted great harm on the future Presi-
dent and innocent Americans around him, |
am proud to honor his legacy with these re-
marks today.

RECOGNIZING HERMAN PORTER

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Herman Porter as the 2026
Kern County Fair Person of the Year and to
thank him for his decades of dedicated service
to the community.

Mr. Porter first became involved with the
Kern County Fair in 1955 as a high school
FFA member showing beef cattle. In 1963, he
married his wife, Jeannette Ansolabehere,
who was also a fair exhibitor, showing sheep.
Together, they raised two daughters, both of
whom participated in local 4-H programs. Dur-
ing this time, Herman became a leader of the
local Cawelo 4-H Club and later the South-
west 4-H Club, where he helped young peo-
ple learn responsibility and succeed. Over the
years, his experience and guidance have
helped countless exhibitors, including the 25
Kern County Fair Grand Champions he helped
select and mentor.

Mr. Porter's contributions extend well be-
yond the show ring. He has been a steadfast
leader on the Junior Livestock Committee,
helping raise funds, supporting local livestock
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auctions, and providing scholarships for com-
munity youth. Mr. Porter has also served on
the Dairy and Clean Stall Committees, always
willing to lend his time and experience to help
make the fair a success.

For more than seven decades, Mr. Porter’s
dedication to the community and the fair has
always been more than animal showing com-
petition. He has encouraged young people,
taught responsibility, and strengthened the ag-
ricultural traditions of the Central Valley.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. Herman Porter on being named
the 2026 Kern County Fair Person of the Year
and thanking him for his decades of service,
leadership, and dedication to the Kern County
community.

RECOGNIZING GLOBE
ENGINEERING’S 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY DURING AMERICA’S
SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL

HON. RON ESTES

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, this year Globe
Engineering in Wichita is celebrating 80 years
of manufacturing excellence in the Air Capital
of the World.

Globe got its start in 1946 in the garage of
Albert Nelson, Jr., a mechanical engineer who
worked at Boeing Wichita during World War 1.
Before long, he won his first aircraft contract
building drop tank frames. More aviation work
followed, and he renamed the company Globe
Engineering.

Eight decades later, that garage operation
has grown into an aerospace supplier with a
main campus of more than 400,000 square
feet. The men and women of Globe build ex-
haust systems, tube assemblies, fuel and hy-
draulic lines, bulkheads, and propeller spin-
ners for commercial, general aviation, and
military aircraft. Globe plays an important role
in supporting our national defense as well,
supporting programs like the C—130 Hercules,
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, CH-47 Chinook,
and AH-64 Apache.

Kansans have designed and manufactured
components and complex assemblies here for
more than a century, and suppliers like Globe
Engineering are why Wichita remains the Air
Capital today. Their skilled workforce makes
the parts and components that keep our skies
safe and our military at the leading edge.

While this milestone for Globe Engineering
is impressive, it is even more meaningful that
it coincides with the 250th anniversary of the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence.
Aviation has been an important part of our na-
tion’s story throughout the last century, thanks
to Kansas businesses like Globe. As we cele-
brate 250 years and look toward the next 250
years, | have full confidence that Globe Engi-
neering will remain a critical part of our Na-
tion’s story.

| am grateful that Globe Engineering has
called Wichita home for 80 years and con-
tinues to invest in the people of south central
Kansas. On behalf of the 4th Congressional
District of Kansas, congratulations.
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HONORING BETHESDA-CHEVY
CHASE HIGH SCHOOL’S CENTEN-
NIAL

HON. JAMIE RASKIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the centennial of one of the country’s
great high schools, Bethesda-Chevy Chase
High School, which is filled with serious learn-
ing and amazing public spirit. For the past 100
years, B-CC has educated generations of
young Marylanders who have gone on to
serve our community and our Nation with dis-
tinction, making extraordinary contributions to
American life and culture. Today, B-CC is one
of the Free State’s top-performing high
schools where students learn from great
teachers, make lasting friendships, and partici-
pate actively in community life.

B-CC exemplifies America’s historic commit-
ment to excellence in public education. First
incorporated in 1926 as a two-story, 14-class-
room facility, B-CC became open to every stu-
dent in our communities in 1956 after Brown
v. Board of Education when African American
students like Dr. Betty Holston Smith attended
the newly desegregated school. Today, B-CC
exemplifies Montgomery County’s values of
pluralism and educational opportunity by help-
ing students from 66 different countries speak-
ing 18 languages thrive in its classrooms.

Students at B-CC are fortunate to receive
exemplary support from the B-CC Educational
Foundation. The foundation expresses the
wonderful commitment of parents, alumni and
community members in Montgomery County to
sustaining a world-class education at B-CC.

B-CC’s Battlin’ Barons distinguish them-
selves on and off the field (and rink) as State
Champions in cross country, field hockey, ice
hockey and many other sports. Students also
participate in over 100 thriving clubs and ex-
tracurricular activities. These organizations
help students find their passions and exercise
their leadership skills every day. It is always a
joy to visit B-CC.

B-CC boasts a wonderful list of accom-
plished graduates. B-CC alumni include suc-
cessful scriptwriters, journalists, professional
athletes, ambassadors, governors, state sen-
ators, federal judges, MacArthur Fellows,
businesspeople and union organizers.

| wish my constituents—Bethesda-Chevy
Chase’s students, parents, faculty, staff and
alumni—a memorable and beautiful Centen-
nial Homecoming. Here’s to another brilliant
century and all of the achievements and ad-
ventures to come.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN
DAVID HAWTHORNE, JR., UNITED
STATES ARMY (RET.)

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a soldier, a scientist, a builder of
communities, and a faithful servant of God—
Lieutenant Colonel John David Hawthorne, Jr.,
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United States Army, Retired, of Albany and
Baconton, Georgia, who entered eternal rest
on Saturday, September 12, 2026, at the age
of 77. His family and friends will celebrate his
life on Thursday, September 24, at Saint Mary
Missionary Baptist Church in Baconton, and
on Friday he will be laid to rest with military
honors at Andersonville National Cemetery.

Mr. Speaker, John Hawthorne was born on
November 14, 1948, the eldest of six children
of the late Rosa and John D. Hawthorne, Sr.
He grew up in Highlands County, Florida, in
the years when the law of the land said that
a child like him should be kept apart. In 1966,
he walked across the stage at Lake Placid
High School as the only African-American
graduate in his class.

Picture that young man, Mr. Speaker. A cap
and gown. A diploma in his hand. And not one
face in the rows behind him that looked like
his own. He could have carried that loneliness
as a wound. Instead, he carried it as an as-
signment—and he spent the rest of his life
making certain that the young people who
came after him would never have to walk
across that stage alone.

He went on to Florida A&M University and
to Tuskegee Institute, and in 1971 he grad-
uated cum laude from Florida A&M with a
Bachelor of Science degree in physics. That
same year he was named a Distinguished
Military Graduate, and on July 29, 1971, he
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the
United States Army. Years later, he earned a
Master of Business Administration from Albany
State University, an institution | am proud to
represent.

Mr. Speaker, few Americans have lived a
life of such remarkable range. As a young en-
gineer trainee, he worked on NASA’s Apollo
Saturn program—a young Black physicist from
rural Florida, helping this Nation reach for the
moon. He served as a zone manager for the
Lincoln Mercury Division of Ford Motor Com-
pany, and he held management positions with
Procter & Gamble.

But it was in uniform that his country asked
the most of him, and he gave it. Across 26
years of active and reserve service, he rose to
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel of Field Artil-
lery. He graduated from the Pershing Missile
School and, while stationed in Germany during
the Cold War, became one of the first African-
American officers to command a Pershing
missile unit—entrusted with some of the most
consequential weapons this Nation has ever
fielded. He completed the Army’s Command
and General Staff College, attended the De-
partment of Defense and U.S. Army Europe
Race Relations School, and later served as
Deputy Commandant of the 3294th United
States, Army Reserve Forces School. He re-
tired from military service on November 14,
2008—his 60th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, a man with that record could
have gone anywhere. John Hawthorne came
home to his neighbors.

He served the City of Albany as Deputy Di-
rector of Community and Economic Develop-
ment and as manager of its business incu-
bator, and he taught business to the students
of Albany State. In Florida, he served the City
of Sarasota as Deputy Director of Planning
and Redevelopment, led Highlands County
Habitat for Humanity as its Chief Executive Of-
ficer, managed construction and assets for the
Sarasota Housing Authority, and founded
AHED Consulting Services. A Governor of
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Florida appointed him to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Florida Housing Finance Corpora-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | want this House to under-
stand what those titles meant.

When John Hawthorne opened a place for
young people, he named it the “Outer Limits
Teen Center.” It is no accident, | think, that a
man who had worked on the rockets that car-
ried America to the outer limits of what it be-
lieved possible would give that same name to
a place for teenagers—because he believed
their limits were out there too, farther than
anyone had ever told them. Yes, he also ran
an ice cream parlor, because a man who un-
derstood rockets also understood what a
scoop of ice cream means to a child on a hot
Georgia afternoon.

The man who once helped build machines
to reach the moon spent the last chapters of
his working life helping families reach some-
thing closer to home, and in its own way just
as hard to reach: a front door with their own
key. There are families in Georgia and in Flor-
ida tonight who sleep beneath a roof they can
call their own because John Hawthorne be-
lieved they deserved one and would not rest
until they had it.

Beneath every uniform and every title was a
man of faith. At New Salem Missionary Baptist
Church in Baconton, he served as Vice Chair-
man of the Deacons’ Ministry and as Special
Assistant to the Pastor. He served on the
board of the Mitchell County House of Hope in
Camilla. A man who had commanded soldiers
and missiles in Germany was content to serve
as a deacon in a country church in Mitchell
County. That, Mr. Speaker, is what greatness
looks like when it kneels.

He was a proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Incorporated, whose brothers will
gather to bid him farewell.

For all the Nation knew him to be, to the
people who loved him most he was simply
husband, dad, granddad, and great granddad.
He was the devoted husband of Iris Allison
Hawthorne, his partner in faith and in life. He
was counselor, protector, encourager, and
friend. He shared what he knew with anyone
willing to learn, and he left every room, every
organization, and every person better than he
found them.

Mr. Speaker, the Apostle Paul, near the end
of his own life, wrote words that might have
been written for John Hawthorne: “l have
fought a good fight, | have finished my course,
| have kept the faith.”

On Friday, the Army he served for 26 years
will lay him to rest at Andersonville National
Cemetery, in the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, with the honors he earned. A
bugle will sound. A flag will be folded and
placed in the hands of those who loved him.
The young man who once walked across that
stage alone will be surrounded, at last, by
generations of Americans who answered the
same call he did.

Somewhere beyond the reach of any rocket
he ever helped to build, | believe he has al-
ready heard the only words that ever truly
mattered to him: “Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join my
wife Vivan and me, along with the more than
765,000 people of Georgia’s 2nd Congres-
sional District in honoring the life and legacy
of Lieutenant Colonel John David Hawthorne,
Jr. We extend our deepest condolences to his
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