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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 21, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Eternal God, we ask for Your divine
presence among us this afternoon. As
the God of the ages, Your Almighty
hand has led us in the past, directs us
in the present, and guides us toward
the future. We give You thanks for
Your abiding presence throughout the
150 years the Capitol Guide Service has
presented the history of this Capitol to
tens of thousands of visitors who tour
this building every day.

In gratitude for their enthusiasm and
expertise, their generosity of spirit,
and genuine passion for the history en-
trusted to them, we commend them for
holding fast to their mission to bring
the history of these Halls to life.

While tourists and staff alike may
only know these men and women by
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their red coats, Lord, You know them
each by name. You have graced them
each with both the capability and the
responsibility of not just memorizing
dates and facts, but of sharing the sto-
ries of our forebears with this genera-
tion and the next.

By their steadfast efforts, may the
citizens of this country discover how to
build on the Nation’s successes, learn
from its mistakes, and grow in the wis-
dom and truth from the lessons of
those who have gone before us, that we
may faithfully pass them on to those
who will follow us in the years to
come.

In Your eternal name we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of
the last day’s proceedings is approved.
———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would inform the House that,

pursuant to House Resolution 1543, the
Speaker has certified to the United
States Attorney for the District of Co-
lumbia the refusal of Leon D. Black to
produce documents to and appear for a
deposition before the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform as
directed by subpoena.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Thursday, September 17,
2026:

H.R. 3657, to amend the Federal
Power Act to require the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to annu-
ally submit to Congress a report on the
status of ongoing hydropower reli-
censing applications;

H.R. 5334, to impose sanctions and
other measures with respect to the
Russian Federation, as championed by
the late Senator Lindsey O. Graham,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 7250, to reauthorize the Fort
Peck Reservation Rural Water System
Act of 2000;

S. 550, to provide for the equitable
settlement of certain Indian land dis-
putes regarding land in Illinois, and for
other purposes;

S. 603, to designate the General
George C. Marshall House, in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, as an affiliated
area of the National Park System, and
for other purposes;

S. 759, to provide for standardization,
publication, and accessibility of data
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relating to public outdoor recreational
use of Federal waterways, and for other
purposes; and

S. 790, to redesignate the National
Historic Trails Interpretive Center in
Casper, Wyoming, as the ‘‘Barbara L.
Cubin National Historic Trails Inter-
pretive Center’.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Washington, DC, September 18, 2026.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Dear Mr. Speaker: Pursuant to the permis-
sion granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of the
Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives,
the Clerk received the following message
from the Secretary of the Senate on Sep-
tember 18, 2026, at 10:15 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5345.

Appointment:

Board of Visitors of the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy.

Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Re-
view Board.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER.
Clerk.

——
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon
signed by the Speaker on Thursday,
September 17, 2026

H.R. 3657. An act to amend the Federal
Power Act to require the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission to annually submit
to Congress a report on the status of ongoing
hydropower relicensing applications.

H.R. 5334. An act to impose sanctions and
other measures with respect to the Russian
Federation, as championed by the late Sen-
ator Lindsey O. Graham, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 7250. An act to reauthorize the Fort
Peck Reservation Rural Water System Act
of 2000.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17, 2026, announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 550.—An act to provide for the equitable
settlement of certain Indian land disputes
regarding land in Illinois, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 603.—An act to designate the General
George C. Marshall House, in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, as an affiliated area of
the National Park System, and for other
purposes.

S. 759.—An act to provide for standardiza-
tion, publication, and accessibility of data
relating to public outdoor recreational use of
Federal waterways, and for other purposes.

S. 790.—An Act to redesignate the National
Historic Trails Interpretive Center in Casper,
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Wyoming, as the ‘“‘Barbara L. Cubin National
Historic Trails Interpretive Center’’.

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until 2:30 p.m. on
Thursday, September 24, 2026.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 34 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Thursday, Sep-
tember 24, 2026, at 2:30 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-4753. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Form
PF; Reporting Requirements for All Filers
and Large Hedge Fund Advisers; Further Ex-
tension of Compliance Date (RIN: 3038-AF31)
received September 16, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

EC-4754. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Division of Clearing and Risk, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Clear-
ing Requirement Determination Under Sec-
tion 2(h) of the Commodity Exchange Act for
Interest Rate Swaps to Account for CAD and
MXN Interest Rate Benchmark (RIN: 3038-
AF69) received September 16, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

EC-4755. A letter from the Director, Office
of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s Major final rule — Unsafe or Unsound
Practices, Matters Requiring Attention
(RIN: 3064-AG16) received September 16, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

EC-4756. A letter from the Counsel, Bank
Advisory Group, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s joint interim
final rule — Expanded Examination Cycle for
Certain Small Insured Depository Institu-
tions and U.S. Branches and Agencies of For-
eign Banks [Docket ID: OCC-2026-0761] (RIN:
1557-AF59) received September 17, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

EC4757. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Consumer and Govern-
mental Affairs Bureau/Disability Rights Of-
fice, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Telecommunications Relay Services and
Speech-to-Speech Services for Individuals
with Hearing and Speech Disabilities [CG
Docket No.: 03-123] received September 16,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4758. A letter from the Supervisory,
Program Analyst, Consumer and Govern-
mental Affairs Bureau/Disability Rights Of-
fice, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Closed Captioning of Video Programming
[CG Docket No.: 05-231] Telecommunications
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Inc. Peti-
tion for Rulemaking received September 16,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
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Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4759. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Major final rule — Partial
Repeal of the Carbon Pollution Standards for
Fossil Fuel-Fired Electric Generating Units
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0124; FRL-12674-02-OAR]
(RIN: 2060-AW55) received September 16, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4760. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Bacillus
amyloliquefaciens strain AT-332; Exemption
from the Requirement of a Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2024-0308; 13314-01-
OCSPP] received September 14, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4761. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Approval and
Promulgation of Implementation Plans;
California; San Joaquin Valley, Revisions to
Motor Vehicle Emissions Budgets for Ozone
[EPA-R09-OAR-2026-3400; FRL.-13355-02-R9] re-
ceived September 14, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-4762. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and
Energy Efficiency, Office of Critical Minerals
and Energy Innovation, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Rescission of Production Incentives
for Cellulosic Biofuels [EERE-2025-OT-0031]
(RIN: 1904-AGO07) received September 17, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-4763. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment to the Inter-
national Traffic in Arms Regulations; Pro-
hibited Exports, Imports, and Sales to or
From Certain Countries--Cyprus [Public No-
tice: 13103] (RIN: 1400-AG34) received Sep-
tember 16, 2026, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-4764. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Ira-
nian Transactions and Sanctions Regula-
tions received September 16, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-4765. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting four notifi-
cations of an action on nomination and a
nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a);
Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat.
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-4766. A letter from the Clerk of the
Board, U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board,
transmitting the Board’s final rule — Deter-
mining the Appropriate Penalty for Federal
Employees Charged With Misconduct [Dock-
et ID: OPM-2025-0012] (RIN: 3124-AA35) re-
ceived September 16, 2026, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-4767. A letter from the Acting Director,
Office of Standards, Regulations, and



September 21, 2026

Variances, Mine Safety and Health Adminis-
tration, Department of Labor, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Lowering Min-
ers’ Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Sili-
ca and Improving Respiratory Protection;
Delay of Effective Date of Conforming
Amendments [Docket No.: MSHA-2023-0001]
(RIN: 1219-AB36) received September 16, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

EC-4768. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Employment and Training,
Employment and Training Administration,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Federal-State Unem-
ployment Compensation (UC) Program; Data
Availability [Docket: ETA-2025-0004] (RIN:
1205-AC11) received September 16, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

EC-4769. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Department’s notice of proposed
rulemaking — Allocation and Apportion-
ment of Deductions to Foreign Source Sec-
tion 951A Category Income and Deduction
Eligible Income [REG-117273-25] (RIN: 1545-
BR90) received September 16, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

——
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BERGMAN:

H.R. 10510. A bill to establish a settlement
program for disputes relating to syndicated
conservation easements and to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify Con-
gressional intent with respect to such ease-
ments; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Ms. GILLEN (for herself, Mr. VAN
DREW, and Mr. KEAN):

H.R. 10511. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish an above-
the-line deduction for commuting expenses;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KUSTOFF:

H.R. 10512. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to create a Business
Child Care Liaison within the Internal Rev-
enue Service; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Ms. ADAMS (for herself and Mr.
ESPAILLAT):

H.R. 10513. A bill to require the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development to estab-
lish a pilot program to provide grants to eli-
gible entities to fund pre-development ac-
tivities associated with new construction or
rehabilitation of housing that qualifies as af-
fordable housing on land owned by such
faith-based organizations, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. AMO (for himself, Ms. FRIED-
MAN, Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
CosTA, Mr. MAGAZINER, and Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ):

H.R. 10514. A Dbill to approve certain re-
quests for a major disaster declaration, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr.
LIEU, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. PANETTA,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, and Ms.
WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 10515. A bill to establish a human-cen-
tered Federal framework for artificial intel-
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ligence in education and the workforce, pro-
mote the ethical and responsible teaching
and learning of artificial intelligence, pro-
vide for equitable access to artificial intel-
ligence-ready workforce development, safe-
guard student and worker data privacy, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and Workforce, and in addition to
the Committees on Science, Space, and
Technology, and Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mr.
KHANNA, and Mr. GARCIA of Illinois):

H.R. 10516. A bill to prohibit air carriers
from imposing fees that are not reasonable
and proportional to the costs incurred by the
air carriers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 10517. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide refunds for cancelled
or significantly delayed or changed flights,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. GARCIA of Illinois (for himself,

Mrs. HAYES, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr.
PoCAN, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mrs. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. NORTON,

Ms. CHU, Ms. BoNAMICI, Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
and Ms. TLAIB):

H.R. 10518. A bill to remove college cost as
a barrier to every student having access to a
well-prepared and diverse educator work-
force, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, and in
addition to the Committee on the Budget,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER (for himself, Mr.
BAacoN, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, and Mr. LANDSMAN):

H.R. 10519. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security, acting through the Di-
rector of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, to establish a Critical
Infrastructure AI Cyber Defense Pilot Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Mr. WIL-

SON of South Carolina, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
SMITH of Washington, Mr.

SUBRAMANYAM, and Mr. THANEDAR):

H.R. 10520. A bill to provide for research
and improvement of cardiovascular health
among the South Asian population of the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10521. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to revise the
regulations implementing the b5-star rating
system under Medicare Advantage; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. LANGWORTHY (for himself,
Mr. POCAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. FINE,

Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms.  WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. ESCOBAR, and Ms.
TITUS):

H.R. 10522. A bill to prohibit the obligation
or expenditure of Department of Health and
Human Services funds for the use of live dogs
and live cats in biomedical research, to
strengthen accountability for Federal re-
search expenditures, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 10523. A Dbill to amend the Animal
Welfare Act to prohibit breeding of dogs for
research purposes, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. MACKENZIE:

H.R. 10524. A bill to amend the National
Housing Act to establish a mortgage insur-
ance program for first responders, 911 call
center operators and dispatchers, child care
workers, and correctional officers or prison
guards, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Ms. ROSS (for herself and Mrs.
FOUSHEE):

H.R. 10525. A bill to require the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to establish a tro-
pospheric ozone research program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mrs. SPARTZ (for herself, Mr.
MRVAN, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. STUTZMAN,
Mr. BAIRD, Mr. SHREVE, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. MESSMER, and Mrs. HOUCHIN):

H.R. 10526. A bill to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 501 West Memorial Drive in Muncie, Indi-
ana, as the ‘“‘Officer Blake A. Reynolds Post
Office Building’’; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Ms. STANSBURY (for herself, Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. MFUME, Mr.
GARCIA of California, Ms. CROCKETT,
Mr. LYNCH, and Ms. PRESSLEY):

H.R. 10527. A bill to protect the independ-
ence of the Smithsonian Institution, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on House
Administration.

By Mr. VALADAO (for himself and Ms.
PETTERSEN):

H.R. 10528. A bill to amend the Financial
Literacy and Education Improvement Act to
include secondary schools in best practices
for teaching financial literacy, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services, and in addition to the Committee
on Education and Workforce, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ZINKE:

H.R. 10529. A bill to provide restoration,
economic development, recreation, and con-
servation in the State of Montana; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. GARAMENDI (for himself and
Mrs. RADEWAGEN):

H. Con. Res. 119. Concurrent resolution
celebrating the 656th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the Peace Corps, and com-
mending its volunteers and contributions to
global peace, friendship, and development; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. BARRAGAN (for herself, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARSON, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. CORREA, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mrs.
GRIJALVA, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. SoTO, Mr.
TAKANO, Mrs. TORRES of California,
Mrs. TRAHAN, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H. Res. 1567. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of September 22,
2026, as ‘‘National Hispanic Nurses Day’’ and
recognizing the National Association of His-
panic Nurses as the leading organization rep-
resenting and advocating for Hispanic
nurses; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Ms. BYNUM:

H. Res. 1568. A resolution recognizing the
26th pastoral anniversary of Bishop C.T.
Wells and the ministry of Emmanuel Church;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.



H5994

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H. Res. 1569. A resolution recognizing the
importance of protecting continuous Med-
icaid coverage for individuals undergoing ac-
tive cancer treatment; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MOOLENAAR (for himself and
Mr. SU0ZzZI):

H. Res. 1570. A resolution marking the
eighth anniversary of the unjust imprison-
ment of Dr. Gulshan Abbas by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, con-
demning the use of transnational repression
to retaliate against the exercise of free
speech in the United States, and calling for
her immediate and unconditional release; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. NORTON:

H. Res. 1571. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of September 23,
2026, as ‘‘Mary Church Terrell Day’’, and
calling on Congress to recognize Mary
Church Terrell’s lasting contributions to the
civil rights and women’s rights movements;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Ms. RANDALL:

H. Res. 1572. A resolution encouraging the
recognition of a ‘“National LGBTQ+
Servicemembers and Veterans Day’’; to the
Committee on Armed Services, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BERGMAN:

H.R. 10510.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution

By Ms. GILLEN:

H.R. 10511.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

section 8 of article I of the Constitution.

By Mr. KUSTOFF:

H.R. 10512.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, the Necessary
and Proper Clause. Congress shall have
power to make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing powers and all Powers
vested by this Constitution in the Govern-
ment of the United States, or in any Depart-
ment of Officer thereof.

By Ms. ADAMS:

H.R. 10513.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. AMO:

H.R. 10514.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 10515.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.
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By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 10516.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 10517.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. GARCIA of Illinois:

H.R. 10518.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER:

H.R. 10519.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Ms.JAYAPAL:

H.R. 10520.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

““This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I of the
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the
United States.”

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 10521.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. LANGWORTHY:

H.R. 10522.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 10523.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. MACKENZIE:

H.R. 10524.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. ROSS:

H.R. 10525.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

By Mrs. SPARTZ:

H.R. 10526.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Powers Enumerated

By Ms. STANSBURY:

H.R. 10527.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the
Constitution.

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 10528.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. ZINKE:

H.R. 10529.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3, clause 2

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 491: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana.

H.R. 610: Mrs. HAYES.
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H.R. 645: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H.R. 942: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 987: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.

H.R. 1094: Mr. CLOUD.

H.R. 1109: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 1502: Mr. AGUILAR, Mr. BALDERSON,
Mr. BELL, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. CISNEROS, Mr.
CRANE, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. GOLDEN of Maine, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. LIEU, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr.
PETERS, and Ms. MACE.

H.R. 1532: Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 1559: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 1582: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 1661: Mr. VAN ORDEN and Mr. RILEY of
New York.

H.R. 1735: Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 1845: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania and
Mr. DESJARLAIS.

H.R. 2172: Mr. KUSTOFF.

H.R. 2257: Mr. TIMMONS.

H.R. 2442: Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas.

H.R. 2596: Mr. FEENSTRA.

H.R. 2767: Mr. KEAN and Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 3104: Ms. DELBENE and Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 3235: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 3243: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
VASQUEZ, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. CONAWAY, and
Mr. WHITESIDES.

H.R. 3341: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 3514: Mr. MCDOWELL.

H.R. 3543: Mr. MENEFEE.

H.R. 3919: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 3930: Ms. HOULAHAN.

H.R. 4163: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 4243: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 4356: Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 4382: Mrs. HINSON, Mr. STRONG, Ms.
LETLOW, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. SHREVE, Mr. TUR-
NER of Ohio, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
TIFFANY, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. FALLON, Mr.
MCGUIRE, Mr. SELF, Mr. AMODEI of Nevada,
Mr. CLOUD, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr.
WITTMAN, Mr. GRAVES, Mrs. FISCHBACH, Ms.
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. HARRIGAN, Mr.
FIELDS, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mrs.
HAYES, Mr. COURTNEY, and Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York.

H.R. 4640: Mr. KHANNA.

H.R. 4768: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

H.R. 4805: Ms. FRIEDMAN.

H.R. 4837 Mr. DESJARLAIS and Mrs.
HARSHBARGER.

H.R. 4840: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 4915: Mr. TORRES of New York.

H.R. 5020: Mr. MORELLE.

H.R. 5035: Mr. DESJARLAIS.

H.R. 5195: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 5221: Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, and Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H.R. 5337: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 5469: Mr. BISHOP and Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia.

H.R. 5573: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 5684: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia.

H.R. 5731: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 5997: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 6000: Mr. LUTTRELL.

H.R. 6075: Mr. MANNION.

H.R. 6130: Mr. MILLER of Ohio and Mr.
CASTEN.

H.R. 6137:
ORDEN.

H.R.

Mr. SMUCKER and Mr. VAN
6181:
H.R. 6213:
H.R. 6261:
. 6361:
. 6466:
. 6635:
. 6683:
. 6734:
. 6735:
. 6799:
. 6840:
. 7027:
. 7100:
. 7118:

Mr. IVEY.

Mr. CARTER of Texas.

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mrs. FOUSHEE.

Mr. GUEST.

Mr. BACON and Ms. MEJIA.
Mr. LALOTA.

Mr. CLOUD.

Mrs. HAYES.

Mr. BUCHANAN.

Mr. QUIGLEY.

Mr. LANGWORTHY.

Mr. MACKENZIE.

Mr. HIMES and Mr. SMUCKER.
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H.R. 7391: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and
Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 7480: Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 7548: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 7718: Ms. TENNEY and Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 7815: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas.

H.R. 7853: Mr. AGUILAR, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
Suozzi, Ms. OMAR, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. FOSTER,
and Ms. PETTERSEN.

H.R. 8011: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 8041: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 8076: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Mrs.
LUNA.

H.R. 8081: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 8330: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.

H.R. 8571: Mr. JACKSON of Texas.

H.R. 8582: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 8730: Mr. FEENSTRA, Mrs. HINSON, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. CLOUD, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois,
Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. LEE of Nevada, and Mrs.
HOUCHIN.

H.R. 8990: Mr. PALMER.

H.R. 9043: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 9211: Mrs. KiM and Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 9250: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. VAN DUYNE, and Mr.
MFUME.

H.R. 9289: Mr. CASTEN and Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 9298: Mr. STUTZMAN and Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 9373: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 9442: Ms. MEJIA.
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H.R. 9550: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 9578: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 9641: Mr. NORMAN.

H.R. 9671: Ms. ROSS.

H.R. 9672: Mr. STUTZMAN.

H.R. 9719: Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. GILL of Texas,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. FITZGERALD,
Mr. GROTHMAN, and Mr. GOSAR.

H.R. 9892: Mr. GUEST.

H.R. 9900: Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 9925: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr.
CORREA.

H.R. 9983: Ms. PETTERSEN.

H.R. 10034: Mr. SUBRAMANYAM.

H.R. 10044: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 10052: Mr. PANETTA
KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H.R. 10079: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 101563: Mr. MORAN.

H.R. 10168: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 10173: Ms. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 10191: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

H.R. 10227: Mrs. HAYES and Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 10246: Ms. PouU.

H.R. 10268: Mr. CLINE.

H.R. 10273: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 10297: Mr. MoUuLTON and Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 10324: Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 10380: Mr. MACKENZIE.

H.R. 10405: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 10415: Ms. TOKUDA, Mrs. HAYES, and
Ms. JAYAPAL.

and Ms.

H5995

H.R. 10416: Mr. GARCIA of California and
Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 10421: Mrs. MCBATH and Ms. WILSON of
Florida.

H.R. 10430: Mr. HARIDOPOLOS.

H.R. 10443: Mr. AMODEI of Nevada.

H.R. 10448: Mrs. SYKES, Mr. FOSTER, and
Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 10465: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.R. 10473: Mr. BERA.

H.J. Res. 54: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.

H.J. Res. 217: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr.
GOTTHEIMER.

Res. 741: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.
. 775: Mrs. HAYES.
. 1187: Mr. CISNEROS.
. 1331: Mr. MULLIN.
. 1528: Mrs. HAYES.
. 15632: Ms. MENG.
. 1547: Ms. TLAIB.
Res. 1549: Ms. TOKUDA and Mr. KHANNA.

H. Res. 1552: Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, and
Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida.

H. Rqs. 1555: Mr. THANEDAR and Ms.
BARRAGAN.

H. Res. 15659: Mr. PANETTA and Mr. LEVIN.

H. Res. 1564: Ms. TOKUDA and Mr.
CRAWFORD.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF SUE RAINEY

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and service of Sue
Rainey.

Sue served as the Mayor of Walnut Creek
for three years between 2001 and 2010. With
experience from her time as a nurse in the
Army, her mayorship in Moraga, her time as a
Walnut Creek city councilmember, her service
on both the Board of the Central Contra Costa
Sanitary District and the Contra Costa County
Local Agency Formation Commission, she
brought seasoned and steady leadership to
Walnut Creek.

During her tenure as mayor, Sue worked
diligently through many challenges to develop
Walnut Creek into the business, retail, and
arts hub that it is today. She led the city
through the opening of the public library,
which was finished under budget and on time,
bringing accessible resources and green
space to the community. She also helped to
lay the groundwork for the overwhelmingly
successful expansion of Broadway Plaza,
which has become an integral economic en-
gine for the city, bringing in millions of dollars
in revenue. Additionally, Sue was committed
to improving the lives of Walnut Creek resi-
dents. She led an effort that resulted in Walnut
Creek having its first Sentinel of Freedom
scholarship beneficiary, which offers education
subsidies, financial assistance, mentoring, and
other resources to injured post-9/11 veterans.

Sue’s leadership and service touched many
lives in the community. For over 20 years, Sue
volunteered with the Cancer Support Commu-
nity (CSC) of the San Francisco Bay Area,
raising funds for the organization, serving on
committees, joining the Board of Directors,
and eventually serving as Board Chair. As the
organization grew over the years and needed
to expand into a new space, Sue also led the
initiative to move into a larger center. When
CSC grew to serve over 2,000 individuals an-
nually, she again chaired the campaign to de-
velop a modernized, state-of-the-art center for
cancer support. Sue strived to uplift all those
affected by cancer, which is why she led yet
another initiative that provided counseling and
education programs for youth grappling with
cancer. These programs now benefit more
than 100 families per year. Her efforts on be-
half of the Cancer Support Community re-
sulted in Sue winning the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the East Bay Leadership
Council.

Sadly, Sue passed away on June 17, 2026.
Please join us in honoring Sue for her incred-
ible dedication to the community, her out-
standing leadership, and her invaluable con-
tributions to our region.

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NOONDAY BAP-
TIST CHURCH

HON. NATHANIEL MORAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Noonday Baptist Church and its pastor,
Scott Gorbett, as the congregation celebrates
its 150th anniversary of faithful service to the
Noonday community.

The congregation’s roots trace back to
1866, when settlers in the Neches River area
organized the Seven League Baptist Church in
Christ. In 1876, several members withdrew to
form a new congregation at the crossroads of
the Seven League area, naming both the com-
munity and the church Noonday. On October
10, 1876, the Cherokee Baptist Association
formally received Noonday Baptist Church into
its membership—the beginning of a legacy
that continues to this day.

In 1888, the congregation purchased the
land on which the church still stands, and the
original building was constructed soon after.
Since 1912, the church has been remodeled
and expanded many times over, reflecting the
growth and resilience of a congregation deeply
rooted in its community.

For a century and a half, Noonday Baptist
Church has remained a steadfast presence in
the lives of its members and neighbors offer-
ing Bible study, worship, and fellowship for
children, youth, and adults alike. Under the
leadership of Pastor Scott Gorbett, the church
continues to embody its founding philosophy:
that faith is more than what happens on Sun-
day mornings, but a part of who its members
are, inside and out.

Noonday Baptist Church has faithfully
shared the gospel, served its community, and
welcomed all who walk through its doors for
150 years.

HONORING LUCY MCBATH
HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, as Chair of the U.S. Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys, on the
occasion of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference,
where we gathered to officially cut the ribbon
for the Commission and to honor the memory
of young Black boys who were murdered, and
the parents who continue to carry their sons’
legacies forward. It is in that spirit that | pay
tribute to my colleague, Congresswoman LUCY
MCBATH of Georgia’s 6th district whose jour-
ney from a grieving mother to one of this Na-
tion’s most persistent voices against gun vio-
lence continues to shape the work we do in
this Congress.

In 2012, LucY’s son, Jordan Davis, was
shot and killed at a Jacksonville gas station
after an argument over the volume of his
music. He was seventeen years old. In the
years that followed, Lucy refused to let his
death become another statistic. She became
the national spokeswoman for Everytown for
Gun Safety and Moms Demand Action, car-
rying Jordan’s story into communities and
statehouses across the country, and in 2018
she carried it all the way to the floor of this
House.

Since coming to Congress, LUCY has turned
personal loss into legislative action. She has
been instrumental in passing the Bipartisan
Safer Communities Law, helped secure fund-
ing to study gun violence as the public health
crisis it is, after decades in which that re-
search had gone unfunded, and now serves
as Vice Chair of the Gun Violence Prevention
Task Force. She has stood on this floor to
mark the anniversary of Sandy Hook and has
authored legislation to fund community-based
violence intervention, understanding that the
fight against gun violence must be waged in
neighborhoods as much as in this chamber.

Today, Lucy continues to bring that same
commitment to this panel, sharing Jordan’s
story once more, this time alongside other
families who understand exactly what she has
carried for over a decade. Her willingness to
keep telling that story, even after years in pub-
lic life, reflects a truth she has lived every day
since 2012: that the pain of losing a child to
gun violence never truly ends, but it can be
transformed into the work of protecting other
families from that same loss.

Lucy’s path from a mother on a mission to
a leader on this floor stands as a testament to
what grief can become when it is met with
purpose. She has shown her colleagues, and
the country, that advocacy borne of unimagi-
nable loss can still change laws, change fund-
ing priorities, and change how this Nation talks
about gun violence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Congresswoman LUCY MCBATH for
her tireless advocacy against gun violence,
and for continuing to carry Jordan’s memory
into every fight she takes on for the families of
this country.

HONORING DICK TAYLOR

HON. VINCE FONG

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Dick Taylor, whose lifelong resi-
dency in Bakersfield has made him an unoffi-
cial ambassador of Kern County and a bastion
of the Local community.

Born September 5, 1955, to Harris and Su-
zanne Taylor, Dick spent the entirety of his
adolescence in the Central Valley, graduating
from East High School in 1973. Shortly there-
after, he proudly joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps in 1975, attaining the rank of Ser-
geant before being honorably discharged in

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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1979. Following his years of service in the
military, Dick returned to Bakersfield where he
dedicated 27 years to Taylor Tire & Brake, his
family’s local business. During this time, he
was named Director of the California State
Tire Dealers Association, as well as both
President and General Manager of Taylor Tire
& Brake.

After his time with Taylor Tire & Brake, he
continued his service to Kern County, working
six years as a field representative for Kern
County District Supervisor Mike Maggard and,
in 2012, becoming director of the Kern County
Veterans Service Department. In the years fol-
lowing, he served in several leadership posi-
tions with the California Association of County
Veterans Service Officers, served briefly as an
Honorary Commander at Edwards Air Force
Base, and retried in 2018 as the county vet-
erans’ services officer.

Dick’s lifelong commitment to Kern County
is also visible through his work with local
groups, serving as a liaison representative for
the Devil Pups Youth Program, a board mem-
ber for the Bakersfield National Cemetery
Support Committee, and a tour leader for
Tejon Ranch Conservancy along with numer-
ous other volunteer and community service ef-
forts. Notably, he and his wife Cheryl volun-
teered their time escorting World War II, Ko-
rean War, and Vietham veterans to Wash-
ington, DC on seven ‘Honor Flight Kern Coun-
ty’ flights, and helped establish the “Kern
County Line, Where We Honor Veterans”
signs installed in 14 locations along federal
and state highways.

Though much of their time is dedicated to
others, Dick and Cheryl have built a life in the
Central Valley centered on family, raising their
children Maxwell and Shellie, and celebrating
four grandchildren Jared, Kamryn, Brody, and
Kellan.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
and honoring Dick Taylor on his 71st birthday,
in appreciation for his lifelong service, leader-
ship, and dedication to the people of Kern
County.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF ALAN
ABBS

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with my colleagues Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI, Congressman JARED HUFFMAN, and
Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN to recognize
the service of Alan Abbs upon his retirement
from the Bay Area Air Quality Management
District.

Alan has worked throughout his career to
improve air quality and public health in Cali-
fornia. As the Legislative Officer for the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District, Alan
has been a strong advocate for strengthened
air quality policies and investments to improve
the health of our community.

Throughout his career, Alan has shown his
steadfast commitment to service and has
worked tirelessly to strengthen California’s ex-
isting environmental laws and advocate for
critical new programs. Prior to joining the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District, Alan
served as an officer in the U.S. Navy, Execu-
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tive Director of the California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association, and as an Air
Pollution Control Officer for multiple counties.
He helped lead the charge to establish the
Wildfire Smoke Clean Air Centers for the Vul-
nerable Populations Incentive Pilot Program,
providing funding to retrofit public ventilation
systems and other infrastructure to prepare for
smoke events. Alan also worked on behalf of
the Bay Area Air District to strengthen state-
wide statutory penalties for air quality viola-
tions, culminating in legislation that provides
additional incentives for groups that prioritize
safety and public health. Beyond his work to
advance air quality protections, Alan has been
a strong supporter of other environmental poli-
cies. He supported the expansion of the Pro-
tecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies Program,
which protected marine life and promoted sus-
tainable shipping along the California coast.

Alan championed pollution reduction efforts
at the federal level, as well. He testified before
the House Science Committee on the impor-
tance of reducing auto emissions, utilizing his
expertise to provide a framework for federal
legislation. He was also a fierce advocate for
the Clean Corridors Act, a bill | introduced that
led to important funding for cleaner fueling and
charging infrastructure across the Nation.

Beyond his professional achievements, Alan
is also an accomplished runner, regularly run-
ning 50- and 100-mile races alongside his
wife, Beverly. He is also a long-suffering De-
troit Tigers baseball fan.

Alan’s leadership has been integral to pre-
serving clean air in California and beyond.
Please join us in honoring Alan for his out-
standing leadership and congratulating him on
his well-deserved retirement.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
WALTER HARRISON SIGAFOOS, III

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and service of a remarkable
American, Captain Walter Harrison Sigafoos,
Ill, whose courage and sacrifice have left an
enduring mark on our Nation.

Born on August 29, 1946, in Richboro,
Pennsylvania, Walter Sigafoos answered the
call to serve his country at a young age. He
attended the United States Air Force Acad-
emy, where he graduated with the Class of
1968 with a degree in Astronautics. During his
time at the Academy, he was named to the
Superintendent’'s Merit List, served as presi-
dent of the Ski Club, and participated in the
Dance Committee. His classmates remember
him as a young man who embraced both the
discipline of military service and the fellowship
of Academy life.

After graduation, Lieutenant Sigafoos contin-
ued his training in preparation for service as
an Air Force combat aviator. He distinguished
himself during his training and went on to
complete F—4 Phantom combat crew training
at George Air Force Base. His path ultimately
took him to Southeast Asia, where he served
with the 421st Tactical Fighter Squadron,
366th Tactical Fighter Wing, based at Da
Nang Air Base, South Vietnam.

On April 25, 1971, Captain Sigafoos was
serving as the weapons and systems officer
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aboard an F-4D Phantom Il during a nighttime
reconnaissance and strike mission over Laos.
Then came a transmission, ultimately becom-
ing the last known radio contact with the air-
craft.

The aircraft was subsequently presumed
lost over Laos. Captain Sigafoos and his fel-
low crew member, Captain Jeffrey C. Lemon,
were reported missing. More than five dec-
ades later, Captain Sigafoos remains unac-
counted for. The Department of Defense con-
tinues to maintain his case among those of
American service members lost in Southeast
Asia.

Mr. Speaker, we will never forget the sac-
rifice of Captain Walter Harrison Sigafoos, lII.
Though decades have passed since he was
lost in service to our Nation, his memory lives
on through the loved ones who have carried
his name, his story, and his legacy forward.
Their remembrance ensures that his courage
and devotion will not fade with time but will
continue to inspire future generations of Amer-
icans to understand the meaning of service,
sacrifice, and duty to country. We honor Cap-
tain Sigafoos by remembering the life he lived,
the service he gave, and the enduring exam-
ple he leaves for all who come after him.

HONORING SYBRINA FULTON

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Flordia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, as Chair of the U.S. Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys, on the
occasion of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference,
where we gathered to officially cut the ribbon
for the Commission and to honor the memory
of young Black boys who were murdered, and
the parents who continue to carry their sons’
legacies forward. It is in that spirit that | pay
tribute to Sybrina Fulton, the mother of
Trayvon Martin, whose advocacy in the years
since her son’s death has given comfort and
community to countless mothers across this
country.

Trayvon Martin was 17 years old when he
was fatally shot in Sanford, Florida, in Feb-
ruary 2012. In the aftermath, Sybrina did not
have the benefit of an established community
of mothers who understood exactly what she
was carrying. So she built one. Alongside
Tracy Martin, she co-founded the Trayvon
Martin Foundation to raise awareness of gun
violence and support families facing similar
loss. From that same grief came the Circle of
Mothers, an organization Sybrina created to
bring together mothers who have lost children
or family members to gun violence, offering
them a space for healing, empowerment, and
fellowship.

For more than a decade, the Circle of Moth-
ers has hosted an annual retreat where griev-
ing mothers gather not as strangers but as a
family bound by shared loss. Sybrina has de-
scribed the organization as something she
dreamed into being because nothing like it ex-
isted when she needed it most. What began
as one mother's search for connection has
grown into a national network that has
reached mothers far beyond South Florida, of-
fering them what Sybrina herself was once
without.
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Sybrina has carried this mission into every
space available to her, speaking to commu-
nities, students, and policymakers across the
country about the toll of gun violence and the
resilience required to survive it. She co-au-
thored “Rest in Power: The Enduring Life of
Trayvon Martin,” bringing her family’s story
and her ongoing advocacy to an even wider
audience, and she has continued to show up,
year after year, for mothers who never asked
to join this circle but found strength in it none-
theless.

Sybrina has often said that losing her son
forced her to stand up rather than stay on her
knees, and that spirit runs through everything
the Circle of Mothers represents: turning un-
imaginable grief into a source of strength for
others. Her willingness to keep opening that
circle to new mothers, again and again, has
made her one of the most enduring voices in
this country’s fight against gun violence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Sybrina Fulton for her advocacy
through the Circle of Mothers, and for the
healing and hope she has extended to moth-
ers across this Nation who have suffered as
she has.

RECOGNIZING CESAR ALVAREZ
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize my dear friend Cesar Alvarez, an
outstanding leader in law, civic advocacy, and
an inspiring member of my community. His
longstanding commitment to justice and lead-
ership in the Cuba-American community has
culminated today in his recognition by the
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce in
awarding him the “Sand in My Shoes Award.”

Originally from Havana, Cuba, Cesar exem-
plifies what it means to pursue and live out the
American dream. His father, Licinio Alvarez,
played a pivotal role in his upbringing, both in
making the decision to pursue a life in Miami
and instilling the importance of hard work and
community involvement. With these values
driven into him at a young age, it is no sur-
prise Cesar chose one of the most rigorous
and demanding career paths available in our
Nation: law. In 1973 Cesar began his life’s
work at Greenberg Traurig as an associate.
Throughout his time at the firm, he has been
involved in nationally recognized cases, taking
Greenberg Traurig time and again to new
heights.

Notably, Cesar has worked on cases that
have significantly impacted the Cuban Amer-
ican community. During the Cuban Rafter Cri-
sis in 1994, Cesar led a legal challenge
against the government stance that Guanta-
namo was not U.S. territory. This involved
seeking representation for those being de-
tained and those that were denied asylum pro-
tection. This case served as essential legal
precedent that influenced future policies re-
garding detainment at Guantanamo Bay, a re-
ality which continues to this day.

Perhaps the most recognizable of these vic-
tories includes his work in bringing justice to
the families of the “Brothers to the Rescue”.
This horrific attack in 1996 resulting in the
death of four unarmed American pilots tore
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through Miami’s Cuban-American community;
an attack perpetrated by the Castro regime in
cold blood. Cuban MiGs shot down two air-
craft operated by “Brothers to the Rescue,”
seeking to save the lives of countless Cuban
men and women crossing the Straits of Florida
and forced into exile by the Cuban regime.
Alongside Frank Angones, Cesar fought for
justice for the pilots through U.S. anti-terrorism
laws. While successful in their heroic efforts,
they encountered challenges upon attempting
to collect the damages from the Cuban regime
from the wrongful death suit, Alejandre v. Re-
public of Cuba 1999. This galvanized congres-
sional action aiming to increase pressure for
democratic change in Cuba, leading to the in-
troduction and passage of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity Act in 1996, an act
for which my dear brother Representative Lin-
coln Diaz-Balart and close friend Representa-
tive lleana Ros-Lehtinen each provided critical
support. This marked a singular moment in
history for the Cuban American community,
and Cesar’s contributions were monumental.

Similarly, Cesar played a pivotal role in the
legal dispute between George W. Bush and Al
Gore in 2000. He was contacted by Florida
Governor Jeb Bush’s legal team personally
and ultimately approved of the firm’s participa-
tion in this case. He worked to ensure Green-
berg Traurig remained neutral and provided bi-
partisan representation. This case was essen-
tial in Greenberg Traurig’s growth, opening the
door for high profile cases, and placing them
among other major players in the legal world.

In clear acknowledgment of his historic con-
tributions, Cesar ascended to CEO and Presi-
dent of Greenberg Traurig in 1997, leading the
firm from these to become an internationally
recognized organization with thousands of at-
torneys. Today, the heart of the firm remains
in Miami, with Cesar serving as Senior Chair-
man, where it not only provides its legal serv-
ices but contributes to the community by pro-
viding leadership and financial support to nu-
merous local and national charitable organiza-
tions. Whether in law or in service to our com-
munity, Cesar Alvarez remains a singular fig-
ure in our Cuban-American community.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize
my close friend Cesar Alvarez. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring his remarkable
career and achievements. His work has truly
shaped the Miami community, and his leader-
ship has left a significant impact.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JANE
GARCIA

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jane Garcia as she retires from
La Clinica de La Raza.

Jane has worked tirelessly to serve the East
Bay community through her role as the Chief
Executive Officer of La Clinica. Since begin-
ning her role in 1982, Jane has led La Clinica
in providing culturally sensitive care to over
86,000 patients throughout the East Bay.

Jane has been a steadfast proponent for ac-
cessible, culturally competent, community-fo-
cused health care. She has helped thousands
of patients in navigating the health care sys-
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tem and has worked diligently to build La
Clinica into what it is today. She fostered
strong partnerships with providers like Kaiser
Permanente, allowing La Clinica to reach un-
derserved communities. Under her leadership,
La Clinica has not only become a major asset
to communities in need of accessible health
care, but it also helps to enroll patients in
Medicaid and other insurance programs. Dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, Jane facilitated
programs at La Clinica that helped patients re-
enroll in health care after their coverage had
expired, delivered meals to families in quar-
antine, and helped people find resources so
that they were able to keep their homes. Fur-
thermore, in 1997 she took then-California
Governor Pete Wilson’s administration to court
for defunding Medi-Cal prenatal care for un-
documented immigrant women—and she won.
She also serves on various boards such as
The California Endowment, the Alameda Alli-
ance for Health, and Oakland Thrives, and
she served a remarkable three-year term as
President of the California Primary Care Asso-
ciation. Through working on the ground with
patients and navigating policy, she has been a
fierce advocate for historically marginalized
communities and has been a true leader in
protecting and promoting public health
throughout the Bay Area.

Jane’s commitment to community health has
earned her numerous awards, including the
Equal Rights Advocates award, the YMCA
Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Prize for
Human Dignity and Brotherhood award, and
the National Association of Community Health
Centers 2010 Betsey Cooke Advocacy MVP
Award. She has also been inducted into the
Alameda County Women’s Hall of Fame, as
well as the Women’s Hall of Fame by the
Contra Costa Commission for Women, and
was recognized as one of UC Berkeley's
School of Public Health’s 75 Influential Alumni.

Jane’s leadership has been integral to pro-
viding quality health care to marginalized com-
munities around the Bay Area, and her stellar
commitment to service has left a lasting im-
pact on countless individuals. Please join me
in congratulating Jane Garcia on her retire-
ment after her four decades of service to our
region.

———

HONORING STEVE BASSETT FOR 60
YEARS OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO
VIRGINIA MUSIC

HON. JENNIFER L. McCLELLAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Steve Bassett, an accomplished
musician, songwriter and proud Virginian, who
for 60 years has made extraordinary contribu-
tions to the Commonwealth’s musical heritage.

For six decades, Steve has helped shape
Virginia’s musical heritage through his song-
writing, performances and commitment to the
arts. His career has taken him to stages
across Virginia and beyond, sharing music
that reflects the people, places and spirit of
the Commonwealth.

Among Steve’s most enduring contributions
is “Sweet Virginia Breeze,” which he co-wrote
with Robbin Thompson. Beloved by genera-
tions of Virginians, the song celebrates the
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natural beauty and history that define our
Commonwealth. In 2015, the Virginia General
Assembly designated “Sweet Virginia Breeze”
as Virginia’s official popular state song, ensur-
ing that Steve’s contribution to Virginia’s musi-
cal legacy will endure for generations to come.

On October 10, 2026, friends, fellow musi-
cians, and members of the community will
gather at the Perkinson Center for the Arts
and Education in Chester, Virginia, for “Steve
Bassett: 60 Years in Music.” The celebration
will look back on Steve’s remarkable career
through music and storytelling while also look-
ing ahead by highlighting the next generation
of Virginia artists.

Steve’s legacy extends beyond any single
song or performance. Throughout his career,
he has demonstrated the important role artists
play in telling the stories of our communities,
preserving our shared culture and bringing
people together. His six decades of artistry
represent an extraordinary contribution to Vir-
ginia’s rich musical tradition.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Steve Bassett on 60 years in
music and thanking him for his lasting con-
tributions to the arts and cultural heritage of
the Commonwealth of Virginia. | wish him con-
tinued success as he celebrates this remark-
able milestone.

HONORING BENJAMIN CRUMP
HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, as Chair of the U.S. Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys, on the
occasion of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference,
where we gathered to officially cut the ribbon
for the Commission and to honor the memory
of young Black boys who were murdered, and
the parents who continue to carry their sons’
legacies forward. It is in that spirit that | pay
tribute to Attorney Benjamin Crump, who
spent his career confronting the disparities
Black men and boys face in our criminal jus-
tice system, our schools, our hospitals, and
our workplaces.

For nearly two decades, families who had
nowhere else to turn have turned to him. As
founder and principal owner of Ben Crump
Law, he has stood beside the families of
Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Stephon
Clark, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and
George Floyd, and he has fought for the resi-
dents of Flint, Michigan, in their long battle for
clean water. He carried the case for repara-
tions on behalf of the family of Henrietta
Lacks. As this panel's participants share the
pain of losing a child and the fight that grief
has demanded of them, Mr. Crump is not
hearing their stories for the first time—he has
lived alongside families carrying that exact
weight for most of his career.

What sets his work apart is that it rarely
ends with verdicts alone. Time and again, he
has taken the outcome of a single case and
pushed it further, turning accountability for one
family into policy that protects others—legisla-
tion restricting excessive use of force and re-
quiring implicit bias training within law enforce-
ment agencies. He understands, in other
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words, how an individual family’s tragedy be-
comes the basis for the very kind of systemic
reform this Commission was created to rec-
ommend.

That commitment to building something last-
ing extends beyond any single case. Mr.
Crump founded and directs the Benjamin
Crump Social Justice Institute, and in 2023, St
Thomas University’s College of Law in Miami
was renamed the Benjamin L. Crump College
of Law in his honor—the first law school in the
country named for a practicing Black attorney.
It is that same investment in the next genera-
tion, and in turning individual pain into lasting
institutions, that he brings to this panel today:
a chance to ensure the stories shared by our
families are not simply heard, but translated
into the policy recommendations this Commis-
sion is charged with delivering.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Attorney Benjamin Crump for
his extraordinary contributions to civil rights
and social justice, and for lending his voice
and his experience to this vital conversation
on behalf of Black men and boys across
America.

HONORING AUTUMN MORLEY
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and celebrate the honorable and
decades-long career in public service of my
Counsel and Senior Policy Advisor, Autumn
Morley.

While Autumn started her education at Da-
vidson College in North Carolina, an internship
in Washington, D.C. so impacted her, that she
chose to transfer to George Washington Uni-
versity, where she graduated summa cum
laude with majors in political science and reli-
gion. In 2004, she received her J.D. from
Emory University School of Law and Masters
of Theological Studies from Emory’s Candler
School of Theology. That same year, she
joined the Florida Bar.

Autumn began her career on Capitol Hill as
a Staff Assistant in the office of Representa-
tive Lincoln Diaz-Balart in 2005. However, it
was in 2008 in her role as Legislative Assist-
ant that Autumn would begin to hone her
knowledge and skills in defense of democracy
and on behalf of those suffering under repres-
sion. Taking charge of the Congressman’s
Cuba and foreign policy portfolios, Autumn
began to lay the groundwork for her near-un-
paralleled expertise on Capitol Hill in the fight
for freedom; a fight not only in our Nation or
our hemisphere, but across the globe. Fol-
lowing her years of dedicated work as a Legis-
lative Assistant, Autumn was later promoted to
Legislative Director.

In 2011, following Representative Lincoln
Diaz-Balart’'s retirement, | had the immense
privilege of having Autumn join my team as
Counsel and Senior Policy Advisor. Once
again, our community in South Florida was af-
forded the opportunity to have the best and
brightest at the helm of our freedom agenda.
Overseeing Cuba and Western Hemisphere
affairs more broadly, democracy promotion,
and the work in opposition to Communism,
Autumn became an asset not only to my office
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or community in Miami, but she also became
the preeminent expert in the fight for freedom
for offices across Capitol Hill. Never seeking
after credit, accolades, or praise, Autumn was
for years an unsung hero on Capitol Hill, fight-
ing for democracy and for the human rights of
men and women she will likely never meet.

Among her many contributions, Autumn was
critical in drafting pro-freedom language for
numerous appropriations bills, in preparing
floor statements and other speeches, and al-
ways worked hand in glove with my entire
team and committee staff in facilitating the
passage of key legislation. Throughout the
years, Autumn was clear in her convictions,
unwavering in her commitment and hard work,
and perpetually delivered for our community
with humility and grace.

For this and so much more, | wish to ex-
press my deepest gratitude on behalf of my-
self, our team, and our district for the 21 years
of steadfast service Autumn has given to our
community and her resolute dedication to the
cause of freedom.

Mr. Speaker, as a lifelong public servant, a
dear friend, and a true patriot, Autumn has
been instrumental in our team. Autumn now
begins a new chapter, as she retires from
public service. | am grateful for the time that
she has graciously given to serve our commu-
nity, state and country. She is a source of
great pride to us all, including her husband,
Michael, and her two sons, Zachary and Nich-
olas. | ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the service and accomplishments of this
outstanding individual.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF DR. KENT LEE SACK

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and service of Dr. Kent
Lee Sack.

Kent was born in Hettinger, North Dakota,
on January 13, 1935. He earned his degree
with honor from North Dakota State University
where he studied pharmacology. Kent re-
turned to his alma mater later to help build the
university’s master's program before he went
on to medical school at Northwestern Univer-
sity. After medical school, Kent relocated to
California where he completed an internship at
Orange County General Hospital and later, a
family medicine residency at Contra Costa Re-
gional Medical Center.

Kent was then drafted into the Navy where
he accepted a Marine Corps assignment and
served with the First Marine Division in Viet-
nam. During this time, Kent served as an an-
esthesiologist, surgeon, and medical trouble-
shooter, reactivating a Marine Corps MASH
unit. For his service in the Marine Corps, Kent
was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple
Heart.

Following his military service, Kent contin-
ued to demonstrate his commitment to pro-
moting public health and quality care. He re-
turned to California where he completed a pe-
diatric residency at Los Angeles County USC
Medical Center and later returned to Contra
Costa Regional Medical Center. Kent was a
firm believer that everyone deserved to be
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treated with dignity and compassion. He led
the way as an early provider of HIV care in
the East Bay during the AIDS epidemic, help-
ing to establish social service agencies for pa-
tients. Additionally, he served two terms as
chair of Bay Area Physicians for Human
Rights. He later went on to be a founding
member of the Rainbow Community Center in
Concord, providing critical resources and
health services to Contra Costa’s LGBTQIA+
community. Kent helped to shape the Rainbow
Center into the organization it is today, guiding
the organization through its early stages of de-
velopment and leading the Rainbow Center
through challenging financial periods.
Throughout his career, Kent remained a tire-
less advocate for equitable, compassionate
care.

Kent sadly passed away in June of 2026,
after greatly serving his country and his com-
munity throughout his entire life. Please join
me in honoring him for his remarkable impact
in our community and his incredible leadership
and advocacy.

———

RECOGNIZING STE. GENEVIEVE IN-
DUSTRIES, INC. ON ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Ste. Genevieve Indus-
tries, Inc. on its 50th anniversary.

SGI was established to provide a place for
individuals with disabilities to experience the
value of dignified work. Over the years, this
non-profit has offered opportunities for people
to share their skills and talents, including two
who have worked there since the very day
SGI opened its doors. Katherine Blechle and
Linda Wolk went to work at SGI on September
20, 1976, and they are still on their jobs today.

SGI began by having its employees make
custom pallets. In the decades since, they've
added contract work—delivering bagged ice,
shredding documents and operating the Ste.
Genevieve County Recycling Center. They
host electronic waste disposal events where
residents can bring old computers, printers
and other devices for safe disposal.

SGI employs 28 adults with disabilities and
20 staff members at its location at 10929 In-
dustrial Drive. Josh Adams is the director, and
the Board of Directors is led by President Bob
Hoog. Board members Clement Donze and
Mary Ann Roth are also celebrating a half
century of service to SGI.

Ste. Genevieve Industries, Incorporated is a
treasure in the Ste. Genevieve community,
and it is my great pleasure to recognize SGI

today on its 50th anniversary before the
United States House of Representatives.
———
HONORING SANTONIO AND MONICA
CARTER
HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, as the Chair of the U.S. Commission on
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the Social Status of Black Men and Boys on
the occasion of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation’s Annual Legislative Con-
ference, where we gathered to officially cut the
ribbon for the U.S. Commission on the Social
Status of Black Men and Boys and to honor
the memory of young Black boys who were
murdered, and the parents who continue to
carry their sons’ legacies forward. It is in that
spirit that | pay tribute to Santonio and Monica
Carter, the parents of King Carter, a six-year-
old boy from Miami whose life was taken by
a stray bullet as he walked to a nearby store.
In the years since, Mr. and Mrs. Carter re-
fused to let his death be reduced to a head-
line.

King was walking to buy candy near his
home in Liberty City when he was struck and
killed in the crossfire of a dispute that had
nothing to do with him. In the aftermath, his
parents did what no parent should ever have
to do: they buried their son, and then they
turned their grief into a demand that the com-
munity around them do better by its children.

Mr. and Mrs. Carter have since become fix-
tures in their community, not as bystanders to
its violence but as people actively working to
interrupt it. They founded “Save Our Kings
and Queens” in their son’s honor, offering
young people in their neighborhood an alter-
native to the streets and a reminder that
someone is watching out for them. They have
stood at rallies, spoken to reporters, and
shown up year after year at prayer vigils and
balloon releases marking the day their son
was taken, insisting each time that King’s
name not be allowed to fade.

The street where King was killed now bears
his name, a small but permanent reminder to
everyone who passes that a child’s life was
lost there and that his family refused to let the
moment pass quietly. Santonio has said plain-
ly that he cannot get much out of life right now
except helping somebody else, and that spirit
has carried him and Monica through a grief no
family should have to bear.

The Carters carry with them not only the
memory of their son but years of hard-won ex-
perience turning private loss into public pur-
pose. Their presence is a reminder that the
fight against gun violence is not an abstraction
debated in hearing rooms alone—it is carried,
every day, by parents like them who have
chosen to keep showing up.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Santonio and Monica Carter for
their courage, their persistence, and their un-
wavering commitment to ensuring that their
son, King Carter's life continues to mean
something for the children who come after
him.

————

RECOGNIZING KNOT YOUR AVER-
AGE BOYS FROM COPPELL HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, | use today
to recognize Knot Your Average Boys, a group
of students at Coppell High School led by sen-
ior Prajit Sreenivas. Together, they crochet
baby caps and blankets for patients at Scot-
tish Rite for Children in Dallas.
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Veer Talsania, a former patient at Scottish
Rite, participates in Knot Your Average Boys
as an opportunity to give back to the hospital
that cared for him. All five members are in the
percussion section of the Coppell High School
band and crocheting reminds them of per-
forming together, a chance to build something
bigger than themselves.

| thank Prajit, Veer, Jayden, Satvik, and
Arnav of Knot your Average Boys, for giving
back to our community in such a creative way.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ORVILLE
LEE HUTCHINS

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor an outstanding member of Penn-
sylvania’s 1st Congressional District, Orville
Lee Hutchins, and to recognize a life defined
by service, sacrifice, family, and devotion to
his community and country.

Orville’s life of service to our Nation began
in 1944, when he entered the United States
military. He served for more than two dec-
ades, retiring in 1965 with the rank of E-7,
Sergeant.

During his distinguished military career,
Orville served in the Pacific Theater during
World War I, including combat service on the
Philippine island of Luzon. In 1945, he was
part of the occupying forces in Japan. In 1949,
he was transferred to France, where he met
Genevieve, who would become his wife.
Orville later deployed to Okinawa on several
occasions with his guided missile battalion.

When the war ended, the 27th Regiment
was part of the occupying forces in Japan
where he was stationed from 1945 to 1946.
While there, Mr. Hutchins came upon an or-
phanage which was being continuously looted
by locals. He immediately provided armed se-
curity, food, and blankets for the children. This
was the beginning of the 27th Regiment’s
now-continuous support of the Holy Family Or-
phanage to this day.

Orville was married to his beloved wife,
Genevieve Hutchins, for 64 years. Together,
they raised their two sons, Cliff and Stephen
Hutchins. Stephen proudly served for 21 years
in the United States Air Force, retiring as a
colonel. For the past 37 years, Orville has
called Bucks County home and currently re-
sides in Langhorne, Pennsylvania.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives and the people of Pennsylva-
nia’s 1st District, in recognition of his 100th
birthday, | extend our congratulations to
Orville, his family, friends, and all who love
him. And may God bless Orville Lee Hutchins
with happiness and good health for many
years to come.

———

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH AGENCIES
CLARIFICATION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 14, 2026

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to clarify
a point from my September 14, 2026, remarks
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on the Legislative Branch Agencies Clarifica-
tion Act, H.R. 10204. With regard to the rela-
tionship between the Library of Congress and
the United States Copyright Office, “it is im-
portant that both of these institutions remain
preeminent in their fields and that they work
together, hand in glove, even though one is
performing legislative functions and one is per-
forming legislative and executive functions.”

RECOGNIZING THE TITZMAN
FAMILY AND WARRIOR KID MEDIC

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a remarkable initiative born in my
district in Jourdanton, Texas, that is helping
change how we approach youth safety and
emergency preparedness.

Recognizing that children are often the first
individuals present at a medical emergency,
my constituents Dustin and Michelle Titzman,
along with their children Penelope, Everly,
Adeline, and Stokes, founded Warrior Kid
Medic.

This program is the culmination of Dustin’s
two decades of experience as a San Antonio
firefighter, paramedic, and Army Reserve
Blackhawk pilot, combined with over 14 years
of youth leadership development at their sum-
mer program, Camp SkyWay.

Together, they have translated real-world
emergency experience into lessons children
can understand and use. Through camp pro-
grams, homeschool groups, and community
trainings, they have taught more than 1,000
children.

Their work does far more than teach prac-
tical first aid; it builds lifelong character. In an
emergency, it is easy for a child to feel
scared, helpless, or like a victim. This training
helps them step forward and determine, ‘What
can | do? How can | help?’ It replaces fear
with critical thinking, leadership, and a stead-
fast commitment to serving others.

Furthermore, this work addresses a real
training gap. While it is often difficult to find
the time to train adults, our youth are an atten-
tive audience already in the mindset of learn-
ing. By teaching these skills early, we give
students knowledge they can carry for life.

The child we prepare today becomes the
parent, banker, coach, coworker, neighbor,
and community leader who not only knows ex-
actly what to do in a crisis, but cares enough
to act.

Mr. Speaker, empowering our youth to lead
builds stronger, more resilient communities.
On behalf of the 28th District of Texas, | com-
mend the Titzman family and Warrior Kid
Medic for their dedication to cultivating the
next generation of citizens and first respond-
ers, and | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing this important work.
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GARDE ARTS CEN-
TER

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 100th anniversary of the
Garde Arts Center in New London, Con-
necticut, and to honor the citizens, leaders,
volunteers, donors, and community partners
whose vision and dedication preserved one of
southeastern Connecticut's most treasured
cultural landmarks.

Originally opened as the Garde Theatre on
September 22, 1926, the theater emerged dur-
ing the golden age of American movie pal-
aces, becoming a gathering place where gen-
erations experienced film, performance, and
shared community life. For decades, the
Garde stood as a prominent symbol of down-
town New London’s civic and cultural identity.

Like many historic theaters across America,
the Garde faced significant challenges as pat-
terns of entertainment, commerce, and urban
development changed during the twentieth
century. By the 1980s, its future was uncertain
and demolition appeared a real possibility.

Rather than allow a cherished landmark to
be lost, the people of New London came to-
gether to save it. Beginning in 1985, commu-
nity leaders and citizens launched an extraor-
dinary preservation effort that transformed the
historic theater into a nonprofit regional arts
center dedicated to serving future generations.

The story of the Garde is a powerful exam-
ple of what can be achieved when a commu-
nity commits itself to preservation, renewal,
and public purpose. Through sustained invest-
ment, stewardship, and vision, the Garde be-
came a catalyst for downtown revitalization
and a center for arts, education, entertain-
ment, and civic engagement throughout south-
eastern Connecticut.

Today, the Garde Arts Center welcomes au-
diences from across Connecticut and beyond.
From world-class music, theater, dance, film,
and comedy to educational programs, commu-
nity celebrations, and cultural partnerships, the
Garde continues to enrich the lives of resi-
dents and visitors while strengthening the eco-
nomic and cultural vitality of the region.

The Garde’s accomplishments have earned
national recognition. In 2022, the League of
Historic American Theatres presented the
Garde with its Outstanding Historic Theatre
Award, recognizing the institution as an exem-
plary model of historic preservation and com-
munity stewardship.

As the Garde Arts Center celebrates its
Centennial Season, we recognize not only a
remarkable building, but also the countless in-
dividuals whose commitment ensured that this
historic theater remained a living institution
rather than a relic of the past. We honor the
artists who took its stage, the audiences who
filled its seats, and the volunteers, trustees,
staff members, donors, businesses, and public
officials whose efforts sustained it through
challenges and opportunities alike.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Garde Arts Center and the City of
New London on the occasion of this historic
milestone and in recognizing the Garde’s en-
during contributions to the cultural, edu-
cational, and economic life of Connecticut.
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As the Garde begins its second century,
may it continue to inspire creativity, strengthen
community, preserve our shared heritage, and
serve as a beacon for the arts for generations
to come.

———

HONORING CHRISTINE AND
ELMORE WONSLEY

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, as Chair of the U.S. Commission on the
Social Status of Black Men and Boys, on the
occasion of the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference,
where we gathered to officially cut the ribbon
for the Commission and to honor the memory
of young Black boys who were murdered, and
the parents who continue to carry their sons’
legacies forward. It is in that spirit that | pay
tribute to Christine and Elmore Wonsley, the
parents of Nolan Xavier Wells, an 18-year-old
student-athlete whose death this past July has
left a family grieving and a community de-
manding answers.

Nolan played football at Ocean Springs High
School and went on to play at Southwest Mis-
sissippi Community College, known by team-
mates and friends as a steady, well-liked pres-
ence. On July 4, he traveled by boat with
friends to Horn Island off the Mississippi Gulf
Coast; he did not return with the group that
evening, and his body was recovered two
days later. Since that day, Christine and
Elmore have transformed their grief into a
public and unrelenting call for a full, trans-
parent investigation, asking for nothing more
than the same thoroughness any family would
expect when a child does not come home.

Rather than grieve in silence, Christine and
Elmore have stepped into the national spot-
light. They stood alongside attorney Ben
Crump and Rev. Al Sharpton at a press con-
ference in Harlem demanding answers, and
they have continued to speak publicly at na-
tional gatherings, including alongside civil
rights leaders at the National Association of
Black Journalists conference in Atlanta, to in-
sist that Nolan’s case receive the scrutiny it
deserves. Their willingness to speak out, even
as the investigation remains active and unre-
solved, has kept Nolan’s story before the
American people and ensured that his life, and
the questions surrounding his death, are not
forgotten. Their advocacy reflects something
larger than one family’s search for answers. It
reflects a growing chorus of families across
this country who have refused to let their
loved ones become statistics, who have
turned personal tragedy into public account-
ability, and who have reminded this Nation
that justice delayed too often becomes denied.
Christine’s and Elmore’s strength in the face
of unimaginable loss, and their determination
to see their son’s case pursued to its full con-
clusion, embodies the same spirit that brought
so many families to Washington this week to
share their stories.

As they look toward the future, Elmore and
Christine have spoken of building a foundation
in Nolan’s name, ensuring that his legacy en-
dures beyond the headlines and beyond the
investigation itself. It is a testament to the kind
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of parents they are that even in grief, they are
already thinking of how to help others. Mr.
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
tending our deepest condolences to Christine
and Elmore, and in recognizing their courage
in speaking out, their persistence in seeking
the truth, and their commitment to ensuring
that Nolan Xavier Wells is remembered not
only for how he died, but for the life he lived
and the people he touched.

————

HONORING CHIEF JUSTICE JAMES
T. “JIM” WORTHEN

HON. NATHANIEL MORAN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chief Justice James T. “Jim” Worthen
of the Twelfth Court of Appeals in Tyler,
Texas, as he concludes nearly three decades
of distinguished judicial service to East Texas
and our great state.

Chief Justice Worthen is a seventh-genera-
tion Texan who grew up in Big Sandy, and he
has spent his entire professional life dedicated
to serving the region he calls home. He
earned both his bachelor's and master's de-
grees from The University of Texas at Tyler,
his law degree from South Texas College of
Law, and a Master of Laws degree from the
University of Virginia. Before taking the bench,
he practiced law in Tyler for nearly two dec-
ades, building a strong and respected reputa-
tion within the East Texas legal community.

Chief Justice Worthen was first elected to
the Twelfth Court of Appeals in 1998 and has
served as Chief Justice since January 2003.
Over his 27 years on the bench, he has pro-
vided steady, principled leadership and has
earned the deep respect of his colleagues and
the broader legal community for his integrity,
professionalism, and unwavering commitment
to the title of law. His service has extended
well beyond the courtroom, including his ten-
ure as Chairman of the Council of Chief Jus-
tices and his longstanding involvement in the
Texas legal community.

Chief Justice Worthen’s career represents
the very best of public service; a profound re-
spect for the law, a deep sense of responsi-
bility to the office he holds, and an unwavering
commitment to the people of East Texas.

| am proud to join Chief Justice Worthen’s
family, friends, colleagues, and fellow East
Texans in thanking him for his exceptional
service and congratulating him on a well-
earned retirement. | thank him for his dedi-
cated service to East Texas and the State of
Texas.

HONORING AJAY ANAND
HON. VINCE FONG

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ajay Anand of Kern County, California
for his numerous contributions to Kern County,
healthcare in the Central Valley, and the local
communities of which he is a part.

Decades spent exploring every corner of
both the Central Valley and our healthcare
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systems have given Mr. Anand a wealth of ex-
perience which he uses to his advantage. His
contributions include building healthcare infra-
structure across the region, such as bringing
‘DaVinci’ robots into the operating room for
precision surgery, as well as leading philan-
thropic programs for underprivileged, at-risk
youth.

One of his most recognizable contributions
to the Central Valley was the work he did for
the Bakersfield Heart Hospital; which, in 2016,
was incredibly close to closing after their ‘cor-
porate parent company’ went bankrupt. Mr.
Anand put almost the entirety of his savings
and resources into salvaging the hospital and
even acquired corporate ownership to keep
the hospital open and functional, helping save
over 400 jobs in the process.

Mr. Anand led both the development and
creation of Centric Health, founded in 2013, a
clinically integrated delivery platform in Kern
County  specializing in  patient-centered
healthcare and delivering care to over 120,000
patients a year; as well as QualCare, a net-
work of independent physicians with over 600
providers, extending care to Medicare bene-
ficiaries in Bakersfield and Kern counties.
More recently, he and his family contributed to
the Thomas M. Hardt Tower expansion at
Mercy Southwest Hospital, in recognition of
which the hospital’s maternity and obstetrics
center was named the Anand Family Birth
Center.

Mr. Anand’s impact on Kern County and the
Central Valley extends much further than the
healthcare field, however. He is a co-founder
and managing partner of the H2H Asset
Group, a real estate and hospitality company
contributing to the local economy, and has
helped create jobs, services, and housing for
his community.

He is also committed to philanthropy and
public works, creating the Anand Legacy
Foundation to support at-risk youth, and sup-
porting Garden Pathways, an organization
committed to providing mentorship and edu-
cation in the Central Valley. He also helped
found the Centric Community Care Founda-
tion, a nonprofit initiative promoting community
health and well-being through education, out-
reach, and disease prevention. The Anand
Legacy Foundation also provides support for
the ‘emPOWERmMent Dess Perkins Founda-
tion’, a local organization dedicated to assist-
ing survivors of human trafficking. His work
and support in this field reflects a deep com-
mitment to protecting vulnerable youths in our
communities and strengthening our district.
His commitment to helping the next generation
doesn’t extend only to the less fortunate and
at-risk, however. Mr. Anand and the Anand
Legacy Foundation also consistently support
educational initiatives in the district, making
annual contributions towards the Kern High
School District Educational Foundation’s Su-
perintendent’s First In Class Award program.
Most recently, Mr. Anand has pledged
$500,000 in support of the “Trump Accounts”
initiative, to establish investment accounts for
newborn children, with the contribution specifi-
cally directed toward supporting vulnerable
and at-risk newborns in Kern County, including
children born to mothers in rehabilitation and
recovery programs. As with his charitable
works, the focus he places on the protection
and well-being of future generations show his
great contributions to our community.

Over the last 20 years, Mr. Anand has
played a pivotal role in improving the quality of
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healthcare in the Central Valley in addition to
his numerous charitable works. His dedication
and work earned him a 2026 Hometown Hero
Honoree selection by the Bakersfield Police
Activities League, as well as the 2019 Bakers-
field Mayor's Medal and Community Ambas-
sador Award, and a Certificate of Recognition
from the Kern County Board of Supervisors.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the incredible work that Mr.
Anand has done for the Central Valley. Few
individuals have made such a broad and last-
ing impact on our district, from strengthened
healthcare access and support for vulnerable
populations to investments in a stranger future
for our district and Nation. We wish him noth-
ing but continued success in his endeavors
and thank him for all that he has done.

———

HIGHLIGHTING THE UCS TOWN
HALL

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| recently had the privilege of joining the Union
of Concerned Scientists and more than 300 of
my constituents for a town hall to discuss the
Trump administration’s continued, devastating
attacks on science.

The event—“What's at Stake, What's Pos-
sible: A Massachusetts Science Town Hall”—
featured distinguished professors from Boston
University, a Ph.D. candidate at MIT, and a
local small business owner.

Each spoke movingly about the damage in-
flicted by this administration’s irrational, inde-
fensible decision to cut research funding, po-
liticize federal grantmaking, and destroy the in-
stitutions responsible for driving American in-
novation.

The takeaway was clear: The cost of this
war on science is nothing less than our global
competitiveness, our environment, our health,
and ultimately our lives.

We must act now to restore scientific integ-
rity and protect our scientists from the per-
sonal, destructive whims of politicians.

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MATER DOLOROSA
PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER

HON. JUDY CHU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late the distinguished Mater Dolorosa Pas-
sionist Retreat Center on its 100th anniver-
sary.

Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center
was first acquired by the Passionists in 1924
and welcomed its first retreatants in July 1926.
Today, several Passionist Retreat Centers can
be found across the United States, welcoming
all individuals who seek a deeper relationship
with their faith.

Over the past 100 years, Mater Dolorosa
Passionist Retreat Center has faced many
challenges, from economic hardships to nat-
ural disasters including earthquakes and




E962

wildfires. Most recently, the Eaton Fire burned
many of their structures and left others filled
and covered with smoke and dust. Yet,
through perseverance, the Retreat Center has
been able to rebuild and recover, while con-
tinuing to welcome new retreatants.

Every year, over 10,000 people receive
services from Mater Dolorosa Passionist Re-
treat Center. It hosts weekend retreats offering
opportunities for people from all backgrounds
and every stage of life, including men, women,
couples, and youth, to reconnect with them-
selves and their faith.

The 100th anniversary of Mater Dolorosa
Passionist Retreat Center is an incredible
milestone and | am proud to recognize its leg-
acy of the organization and their impact in Si-
erra Madre and across the San Gabriel Valley.
Because of their services, members of our
community have been given the tools they
need to heal, grow, and thrive.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CONCUS-
SION AWARENESS DAY AND THE
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN CON-
CUSSION CENTER

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize National Concussion Awareness
Day, observed on September 18, 2026, and to
draw attention to the millions of Americans, ci-
vilian and military, affected by concussions
each year.

Today, | am proud to highlight the University
of Michigan Concussion Center, the national
leader in advancing our understanding of
these injuries. Since its founding, the Center
has generated more than $100 million in re-
search funding and produced more than 200
publications spanning injury prevention, identi-
fication and clinical care, and most importantly
its long-term effects. Michigan Concussion
Center reseachers connect scientific discovery
with clinical expertise and real-world needs,
working alongside civilian and military health
professionals, educators, and community part-
ners to improve prevention, treatment and re-
covery. The Center's impact extends well be-
yond Michigan and the United States, with
members collaborating on research and public
education in more than 25 countries.

As a leader of the NCAA-DoD-supported
Concussion Assessment, Research, and Edu-
cation (CARE) Consortium, researchers at the
Michigan Concussion Center are conducting
the largest concussion study in the world,
tracking more than 53,000 civilians and mili-
tary officers to understand the acute and long-
term effects of concussions. This public-pri-
vate partnership has been instrumental in un-
derstanding and mitigating the effects of con-
cussions on brain health, military readiness,
and warfighter lethality.

Their collaborations have also produced
practical innovations. In partnership with the
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University’s Center for Academic Innovation,
the Center developed a virtual-reality training
tool that allows athletic trainers and other
health providers to practice recognizing and
responding to concussions before stepping
onto the sidelines. The Michigan Concussion
Center also helped develop the recently re-
leased Concussion Navigator with the National
Association of State Head Injury Administra-
tors and the Brain Injury Association of Michi-
gan. This resource gives Michigan families
trusted guidance on symptom monitoring, lo-
cating specialist care, and ensuring safe return
to school, work, and play.

The University of Michigan Concussion Cen-
ter recognizes that research has its greatest
impact when reliable information reaches the
public. Through outreach, community engage-
ment, and education, the Center equips stu-
dents, athletes, parents, coaches, health pro-
fessionals, and others to recognize concussion
symptoms, respond appropriately, and support
a safe recovery.

On National Concussion Awareness Day, |
encourage my colleagues and all Americans
to learn the signs and symptoms of concus-
sions, support safety measures, and seek
timely medical care when a head injury oc-
curs. | commend the University of Michigan
Concussion Center as a national leader in ad-
vancing concussion science and for working to
protect everyone, in every field, every day.
Their dedication reflects the University of
Michigan’s enduring commitment to research
and service for the common good.

———

RECOGNIZING JEFF LONG AS RE-
CIPIENT OF THE KIWANIS CLUB
OF ALTOONA’S DISTINGUISHED
CITIZEN AWARD

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize Jeff Long for his selection as
the recipient of the Kiwanis Club of Altoona’s
Distinguished Citizen Award.

The award is given in recognition of major
contributions to the betterment of society and
advancement of the Altoona area.

With nearly 50 years of achievement in the
construction industry, including development of
the popular Graystone properties, Jeff has
generously supported numerous charitable
and nonprofit organizations throughout the
communities where he lives and works.

Impressively, Jeff measures success by the
people he has helped, the communities that
he has built and strengthened, and the oppor-
tunities that he has created for so many oth-
ers.

As a businessman and community volun-
teer, Jeff has truly devoted his life to investing
in Central Pennsylvania.

On behalf of constituents throughout Blair
County and the entire 13th Congressional Dis-
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trict, |1 congratulate Jeff Long on this pres-
tigious award and thank him for his contribu-
tions to the community.

HONORING MEL ORPILLA

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 21, 2026

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mel Orpilla, in recognition of nearly
40 years of distinguished public service, com-
munity leadership, advocacy and dedication to
preserving the history heritage of Filipino
Americans. Mel Orpilla is a lifelong resident of
Vallejo, his commitment to public service
began through community-based organiza-
tions, including Filipinos for Affirmative Action
and Fighting back Partnership. He then spent
the next nine years as the Community and
Government relations manager for Kaiser
Permanente. Mel subsequently brought his ex-
perience in community advocacy to Congress-
man MIKE THOMPSON’s office, serving as his
Senior Field representative for nearly ten
years in the Vallejo office.

Mel has continued his work, serving as our
Senior District representative for the last four
years, where he has been pivotal in bringing
federal funds and resources to Vallejo and So-
lano County.

Throughout his work, he became the trusted
resource for constituents, elected officials, city
staff, and everyone in between to assist. Be-
yond his professional work, Mel has devoted
decades to preserving Filipino American his-
tory, promoting cultural pride, and ensuring
that the contributions of Filipino Americans are
recognized and remembered by future genera-
tions.

As a leader of the Filipino American Na-
tional Historical Society (FANHS), Mel played
a significant role in the effort to establish Fili-
pino American History Month in California. He
and his team helped advance legislation
through the California Legislature recognizing
October as Filipino American History Month.
Under the leadership of key figures like Mel,
FANHS helped advance the recognition of Oc-
tober on the federal level. In 2015, the White
House recognized FANHS’s longstanding ef-
forts to establish Filipino American History
Month and hosted the first-ever White House
celebration of Filipino American History Month,
with Mel, then FANHS National President, de-
livering keynote remarks.

Mel Orpilla’s career reflects the very best of
community and public service, a commitment
to people and determination to ensure that his
community’s history and voice are valued and
remembered

We proudly recognize Mel Orpilla for his
decades of service and his lasting contribu-
tions to Vallejo, Solano County, the Filipino
American community and the people he has
had the privilege of serving.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate was not in session and stands ad-
journed until 3 p.m. on Tuesday, September 22,
2026.

Committee Meetings

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 20 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 10510-10529; and 7 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 119; and H. Res. 1567-1572, were intro-
duced. Pages H5993-94

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H5994-95

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Simpson to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H5991

Announcement by the Chair: The Chair informed
the House that, pursuant to House Resolution 1543,
the Speaker had certified to the United States Attor-
ney for the District of Columbia the refusal of Leon
D. Black to produce documents to and appear for a
deposition before the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform as directed by subpoena.

Page H5991

Senate Message: Message from the Senate received
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appears on page H5992.

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10:30 a.m. and
adjourned at 10:34 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Tuesday, September 22 2:30 p.m., Thursday, September 24
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Senate will resume consideration = Program for Thursday: The House will meet in Pro
of the nomination of Angela Veronica Colmenero, of  Forma session at 2:30 p.m.

Texas, to be United States District Judge for the South-

ern District of Texas, and vote on the motion to invoke

cloture thereon at 5:30 p.m.
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