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S. 4395
At the request of Mr. McCORMICK, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator from
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 4395, a bill to reauthorize the
Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002,
and for other purposes.
S. 4411
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4411, a bill to clarify eligi-
bility for small business loans, and for
other purposes.
S. 4429
At the request of Mr. MORENO, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4429, a bill to prohibit the
importation, manufacture, sale, resale,
or introduction into interstate com-
merce in the United States of con-
nected vehicles and related software
and hardware associated with foreign
adversaries.
S. 4775
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4775, a bill to amend the Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act to clar-
ify liability protections for firearms
and associated manufacturers and re-
tailers, and for other purposes.
S. 4814
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OsSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4814, a bill to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to designate Haiti
for temporary protected status.
S. 5028
At the request of Mr. HUSTED, the
names of the Senator from Florida
(Mrs. MooDnY), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. RICKETTS), the Senator
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY)
were added as cosponsors of S. 5028, a
bill to amend the Public Utility Regu-
latory Policies Act of 1978 to establish
a Federal standard relating to the re-
covery of the full, incremental costs of
upgrades that serve large-load cus-
tomers, and for other purposes.
S. 5043
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 5043, a bill to
direct the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to prevent the importation of
counterfeit, unapproved, misbranded,
or adulterated drugs from the People’s
Republic of China or other foreign
countries, to establish enhanced safe-
guards for imported drug products, and
for other purposes.
S. 5259
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5259, a bill to prohibit sanctuary juris-
dictions from receiving community de-
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velopment block grants, and for other
purposes.
S. 5288
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5288, a bill to restore press access to
the Pentagon, and for other purposes.
S. 5336
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5336, a bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to prohibit liability at
common law for failure to manufacture
or equip a motor vehicle to an extent
that exceeds applicable motor vehicle
safety standards, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 5371
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5371, a bill to close loopholes in the im-
migration laws that serve as incentives
to aliens to attempt to enter the
United States unlawfully, and for other
purposes.
S.J. RES. 210
At the request of Mr. MORENO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRrUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 210, a joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code,
of the rule submitted by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating
“‘California State Nonroad Engine Pol-
lution Control Standards; Commercial
Harbor Craft Regulations; Notice of
Decision”.
AMENDMENT NO. 5903
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as
a cosponsor of amendment No. 5903 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4784, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2027 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

————————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself,
Mr. CURTIS, Mr. MERKLEY, and
Mr. SHEEHY):

S. 5433. A bill to authorize the Fed-
eral Wildland Firefighter Health and
Wellbeing Program, a comprehensive
initiative to improve the health of Fed-
eral wildland firefighters, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the bipartisan
Wildland Firefighter Health and Safety
Act. This bill would address some of
the serious health risks Federal
wildland firefighters face when on the
job.
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We have all seen the devastation, de-
struction, and loss that has occurred in
communities across the country as
wildfires grow in frequency and inten-
sity. Last year, we saw the Eaton and
Palisades fires destroy thousands of
structures and take 31 lives, making
them 2 of the worst fires in history.

As a result of climate change, Cali-
fornians have become all too familiar
with wildfires. Containing them has
proven to be a large undertaking that
has required close local, State, and
Federal coordination.

Communities are able to make it
through these horrific disasters thanks
to the bravery and hard work of fire
crews on the ground. During the LA
fires, firefighters from across the
State, country, and even abroad an-
swered our call for support, and it is
thanks to their hard work and bravery
that more structures and, most impor-
tantly, more lives were not lost.

We owe it to these heroes to ensure
they have the support they need, given
the dangerous nature of their work. In
the 1970s, structural firefighters began
using respiratory protection, yet we
are still sending wildland firefighters
into dangerous conditions without ade-
quate protection.

This bill would establish an inter-
agency task force and an advisory
panel of outside stakeholders to coordi-
nate exposure reduction, pilot res-
piratory technologies, and develop an
updated wildland firefighter health
strategy every 3 years.

I want to thank my colleague Sen-
ator SHEEHY for coleading this effort
with me in the Senate. Finally, I want
to thank our brave Federal firefighters
for risking their lives to protect our
communities when they need it the
most. I look forward to working with
my colleagues to advance the Wildland
Firefighter Health and Safety Act as
quickly as possible.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  862—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DOLLY PARTON, A DAUGH-
TER OF TENNESSEE WHOSE EX-
TRAORDINARY CONTRIBUTIONS
TO MUSIC , PHILANTHROPY, LIT-
ERACY, EDUCATION, HEALTH,
CONSERVATION, AND CULTURE
ENRICHED THE LIVES OF COUNT-
LESS AMERICANS

Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
HAGERTY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. LuMMIS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
JUSTICE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCHIFF,
and Mr. RICKETTS) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 862

Whereas Dolly Rebecca Parton was born
the fourth of 12 children on January 19, 1946,
to Robert Lee Parton and Avie Lee Parton in



S4800

Locust Ridge, Sevier County, Tennessee,
where faith, family, music, and the tradi-
tions of Appalachia inspired her lifelong call-
ing to serve others with humility and grace;

Whereas, in the foothills of the Great
Smoky Mountains, Dolly Parton developed
an enduring love of music and a profound
faith in her childhood, singing in her grand-
father’s church, writing songs, and, at the
age of 10, regularly performing on the Cas
Walker Show in Knoxville, Tennessee;

Whereas, in 1959, Dolly Parton made her
first appearance at the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville, Tennessee, where she was intro-
duced by Johnny Cash and received 3 en-
cores;

Whereas, after graduating from Sevier
County High School, Dolly Parton moved to
Nashville to pursue a career in music and be-
came one of the most celebrated singer-song-
writers in American history;

Whereas Dolly Parton wrote and recorded
songs that became timeless classics of the
American songbook, including ‘‘Jolene”’,
“Coat of Many Colors”, “I Will Always Love
You”, and ‘9 to 5, while consistently draw-
ing inspiration from her childhood, family,
faith, and her East Tennessee mountain her-
itage;

Whereas Dolly Parton earned her first
number-1 single on the Billboard Hot Coun-
try Songs chart with ‘“‘Joshua’ in 1970 and
went on to receive numerous accolades
throughout her career, including Country
Music Association Awards for Female Vocal-
ist of the Year and Entertainer of the Year
and a Grammy Award for ‘“‘Here You Come
Again’’;

Whereas Dolly Parton used the success she
achieved throughout her career to give back
to the communities and people who shaped
her life, establishing a legacy of philan-
thropy rooted in her home State of Ten-
nessee;

Whereas, in 1986, Dolly Parton opened
Dollywood in the Great Smoky Mountains of
East Tennessee, establishing a world-class
theme park that has become a premier tour-
ist destination, creating jobs and drawing
millions of visitors to the region each year;

Whereas Dolly Parton established The
Dollywood Foundation in 1988 in Sevier
County, Tennessee, as a nonprofit organiza-
tion initially dedicated to improving edu-
cational achievement and reducing high
school dropout rates among children in her
home community;

Whereas, through The Dollywood Founda-
tion, Dolly Parton established the Buddy
Program in Sevier County to encourage stu-
dents to remain in school including by
awarding financial incentives to partici-
pating students who successfully graduated,
demonstrating her early commitment to cre-
ating educational opportunities for young
Tennesseans;

Whereas, in 1995, Dolly Parton established
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library through
The Dollywood Foundation, inspired by her
father, Robert Lee Parton, who could not
read or write;

Whereas the Imagination Library began by
providing books to children in Dolly
Parton’s home county and grew into an
international book-gifting program pro-
viding free, age-appropriate books to chil-
dren from birth to age 5 regardless of family
income;

Whereas the Imagination Library expanded
from the mountains of East Tennessee to
communities throughout the United States
and around the world, demonstrating how an
act of service beginning in a rural Tennessee
community can improve the lives of millions
of children and families;

Whereas, in 2014, Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library was recognized through the Li-
brary of Congress Literacy Awards for its
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work promoting literacy, and, in 2018, Dolly
Parton donated the 100,000,000th book dis-
tributed through the program to the Library
of Congress;

Whereas Dolly Parton extended her com-
mitment to the people of East Tennessee to
health care, helping raise $1,000,000 in 2007
for the birthing unit at LeConte Medical
Center in Sevier County, an effort that con-
tributed to the establishment of the Dolly
Parton Center for Women’s Services and ex-
panded health care resources for women and
families in the region;

Whereas Dolly Parton also supported the
Pediatric Cancer Program at Monroe Carell
Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt, further
demonstrating her longstanding commit-
ment to improving the health and well-being
of children;

Whereas Dolly Parton later continued her
support for medical research in Tennessee by
donating an additional $1,000,000 to Vander-
bilt University Medical Center in 2022 to sup-
port pediatric infectious disease research;

Whereas Dolly Parton’s philanthropy ex-
tended to the protection of wildlife and the
natural heritage of Tennessee, and, begin-
ning in 1991, Dollywood partnered with the
American Eagle Foundation to advance the
conservation, care, and public understanding
of bald eagles and other birds of prey;

Whereas Eagle Mountain Sanctuary at
Dollywood became home to non-releasable
bald eagles and provided millions of visitors
with opportunities to learn about the con-
servation of the national bird and other wild-
life;

Whereas the partnership between
Dollywood and the American Eagle Founda-
tion contributed to decades of conservation
and education efforts, during which the
American Eagle Foundation successfully re-
leased more than 400 bald eagles into the
wild;

Whereas, following the wildfires that dev-
astated Sevier County and the Great Smoky
Mountains region in November 2016, destroy-
ing homes and displacing families in the
community where she was raised, Dolly
Parton directed The Dollywood Foundation
to establish the My People Fund;

Whereas The Dollywood Foundation cre-
ated the My People Fund within weeks of the
fires to provide direct financial assistance to
families who had lost their primary resi-
dences;

Whereas the My People Fund ultimately
distributed more than $12,000,000 to families
affected by the Sevier County wildfires and
provided additional assistance, including
scholarships for graduating seniors whose
homes had been destroyed;

Whereas Dolly Parton continued to re-
spond to the needs of her fellow Tennesseans
and neighboring communities throughout
her life, including following Hurricane He-
lene in 2024, when Dolly Parton and her asso-
ciated businesses and organizations com-
mitted more than $2,000,000 to support relief
and recovery efforts in Tennessee and North
Carolina;

Whereas Dolly Parton died on August 25,
2026, at the age of 80, leaving behind an ex-
traordinary legacy of music, philanthropy,
service, generosity, and love for her fellow
Tennesseans and Americans;

Whereas, despite achieving international
fame, Dolly Parton remained deeply con-
nected to Sevier County and the State of
Tennessee and repeatedly directed her re-
sources, influence, and time toward improv-
ing the lives of the people of her home State;

Whereas Dolly Parton’s philanthropic serv-
ice reflected a consistent commitment to
children, education, health, families facing
hardship, disaster recovery, wildlife con-
servation, and the communities of East Ten-
nessee;
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Whereas Dolly Parton’s life demonstrated
that success is measured not only by per-
sonal achievement, but by the opportunities
created for others and by a willingness to
serve neighbors in times of need;

Whereas Dolly Parton embodied the values
of faith, hard work, perseverance, gen-
erosity, kindness, creativity, and service to
others that are deeply rooted in the history
and character of Tennessee, the Volunteer
State; and

Whereas the life of Dolly Parton represents
both an extraordinary American story and a
uniquely Tennessee story, demonstrating
how faith, talent, determination, generosity,
and an enduring love of home can change
lives throughout the world: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) mourns the passing of Dolly Parton and
extends its deepest condolences to her fam-
ily, friends, loved ones, and the people of
Tennessee;

(2) honors the extraordinary life and legacy
of Dolly Parton and her contributions to the
State of Tennessee and the United States;

(3) recognizes Dolly Parton’s lasting con-
tributions to American music, songwriting,
entertainment, education, childhood 1lit-
eracy, health care, medical research, dis-
aster relief, conservation, and philanthropy;

(4) recognizes The Dollywood Foundation
and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library as
enduring expressions of Dolly Parton’s com-
mitment to providing children and families
with opportunities to learn, thrive, and build
better lives;

(5) recognizes Dolly Parton’s extraordinary
devotion to Tennessee, the Volunteer State,
and her decades of service to the commu-
nities that shaped her life;

(6) recognizes Dolly Parton’s extraordinary
and enduring contributions to American cul-
ture and philanthropy, including her induc-
tion into the Country Music Hall of Fame in
1999, receipt of the Library of Congress Liv-
ing Legend Medal in 2004, and receipt of the
Carnegie Medal of Philanthropy in 2022, hon-
oring her remarkable legacy of artistic
achievement, generosity, and service to oth-
ers;

(7) recognizes that Dolly Parton used her
success and national platform not merely for
personal achievement, but to serve others,
including children learning to read, families
rebuilding after natural disasters, patients
benefitting from medical research, and com-
munities preserving America’s natural herit-
age;

(8) encourages the people of the United
States to honor Dolly Parton’s memory by
carrying forward her example of charity,
kindness, service, perseverance, and love of
community; and

(9) honors Dolly Parton’s lifelong commit-
ment to her dream to, in her words, ‘make
as many people happy as I could in this life,”
and recognizes that her extraordinary life
and legacy fulfilled that dream for genera-
tions of Americans.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 863—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR DES-
IGNATION OF THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 13 THROUGH 19, 2026, AS
“NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK”

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. KING, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. DURBIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions:
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