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wildfires. And during his off seasons
from firefighting, Shaun went to Rwan-
da, often staying for months at a time.

Shaun first traveled to Rwanda in
2008, eager to experience another cul-
ture and find a meaningful way to help
others. When he returned in 2010, he
began teaching English to adults and
looking for an opportunity to volun-
teer with children. Through local con-
nections, Shaun was introduced to
Ubaka U Rwanda, a home for homeless
children. Many of the children had ex-
perienced profound hardship, and the
home offered them the stability and
care they needed to build a brighter fu-
ture. Shaun quickly became part of the
family, spending his days tutoring the
children, playing soccer, cooking and
sharing meals, and helping children
with their studies. He has now traveled
to Rwanda 17 times, forming relation-
ships that have lasted for years and
watching children he once knew grow
into adults with careers and families of
their own.

Over the years, Shaun has worked
tirelessly to raise money and build a
community of support for Ubaka U
Rwanda. His early fundraising efforts
in California included organizing run-
ning challenges with fellow firefighters
to raise money and awareness for the
home. Since returning to New Hamp-
shire, Shaun has continued raising
money with the support of members in
his community. His dedication has in-
spired others to become personally in-
volved, with fellow New Hampshire fire
fighters, friends, and family members
traveling with him to Rwanda and
some returning year after year. Shaun
now holds his running fundraiser in
Rwanda, completing most of a mara-
thon himself before running the final
miles alongside the children he has
worked for years to support.

Today, Shaun continues to serve as a
firefighter in Portsmouth while return-
ing to Rwanda each year. Nearly two
decades after his first trip, Shaun re-
mains committed to raising awareness
and support for Ubaka U Rwanda so
that the home can continue providing
vulnerable children with a safe place to
grow and thrive. Shaun’s compassion
and commitment to serving others
both at home and abroad are why I am
proud to name him September’s Gran-
ite Stater of the Month.e

———
TRIBUTE TO DENNIS LARSEN

e Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the extraordinary
career of a good friend, retiring Tulsa
Police Chief Dennis Larsen.

A native of Tulsa, OK, Dennis grad-
uated from Oklahoma State University
with a degree in political science while
also serving our Nation in the U.S. Air
Force. Dennis joined the Tulsa Police
Department in 1979 and spent the bet-
ter part of the next five decades in pub-
lic service. During his stellar career, he
patrolled the streets of Tulsa, arrested
drug dealers while working undercover,
and served as a bomb technician.
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Dennis earned the rank of deputy
chief in 2007. As deputy chief over oper-
ations, he was responsible for over 500
officers in all four uniform divisions, as
well as budgeting and the personnel
and payroll offices. He then became
deputy chief over investigations, where
he had command over the investiga-
tions bureau, which consists of the de-
tective and special investigations divi-
sions, the forensic laboratory, and fleet
management.

Chief Larsen’s distinguished career is
highlighted by multiple certifications
and advanced training. He is a grad-
uate of the FBI'’s 185th National Acad-
emy and the 42nd FBI National Execu-
tive Institute. In addition, he holds
certifications in FBI Hazardous De-
vices, FBI Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion, Domestic Preparedness, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Infrastruc-
ture Protection, and U.S. Secret Serv-
ice Dignitary Protection. During his
years serving Tulsa, he earned three
Chief Awards, four Departmental Com-
mendations, and the Life Saving
Award.

Dennis was also recognized by the
Department of Justice as the third-
longest serving bomb technician in the
United States. Notably, he coordinated
the Tulsa Police Bomb Squad’s imme-
diate response to the tragic Oklahoma
City bombing in 1995 and personally
spent more than 100 days on site at the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City, where he assisted the
investigation into the worst act of do-
mestic terrorism in our Nation’s his-
tory. The Federal Government later
called on him to serve with a hand-
picked group of hazardous devices tech-
nicians who developed an anti-ter-
rorism strategy that has since pro-
tected millions of Americans across
the country. As chief, he represented
Tulsa in a variety of key law enforce-
ment issues on a national level through
the Major Cities Chiefs Association.

With this immensely successful ca-
reer, it would have been easy for Den-
nis to retire early or exit public serv-
ice. But his loyalty to the Tulsa Police
Department and the city of Tulsa
caused Dennis to answer the call to
serve as Tulsa’s 41st chief of police in
2024. Dennis always maintained that
the safety of his officers was para-
mount, and he proved this by ensuring
they had extensive training and the
equipment they needed to protect citi-
zens and themselves. As a leader, Den-
nis was known both for the care he
showed his officers and the profes-
sionalism, fairness, transparency, team
building, and strategic planning he ex-
hibited at every level to ensure Tulsa
continued its tradition of policing ex-
cellence.

Under Chief Larsen’s watch, the city
of Tulsa saw a notable, double-digit
drop in crime. Tulsa is a better, safer
community because of Dennis’s cour-
age, leadership, and service. Standing
beside Dennis throughout his career
has been another remarkable Oklaho-
man, Karen Larsen. Married for 37
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years, Dennis and Karen share a deep
love and faith and are the proud par-
ents of three. In her own right, Karen
is a legend in northeast Oklahoma,
where she spent 30 years serving the
community as an evening news anchor
and reporter. A six-time Emmy award
winner, Karen’s sharp journalism and
compassionate reporting won her the
respect and appreciation of countless
Oklahomans. Dennis and Karen share a
true and admirable partnership.

Though he has earned the title of
chief, I am extraordinarily grateful
that during my time in office I have
simply been able to call Dennis ‘“‘my
friend.”” To me and to my staff, Dennis
has always been there when we needed
him. Night or day, when a problem
arose, Dennis was only a phone call
away, and I was always able to rely
upon his word when he said something
would be done. He is a man of uncom-
promising integrity and character. It
has been my honor to work alongside
him all these years. While I will miss
calling my friend to ask about law en-
forcement issues, I look forward to
calling him to ask about the trips and
adventures he and Karen will take to-
gether. They have more than earned a
long, peaceful, and blessed retirement
with plenty of time spent with the kids
and grandkids. Hopefully, for Karen’s
sake, there are quite a few destination
vacations already planned.

Dennis and Karen, thank you my
friends for all that you have given to
the people of Oklahoma. We are all
grateful, we wish you the very best,
and we know that our State is better
today because of all you have done for
us. May God continue to bless you both
in your many days ahead.e

————
TRIBUTE TO THE TODD FAMILY

e Mr. PAUL. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize the Todd family of
Todd Family Farm in Carroll County,
IN, and an extraordinary milestone in
their family’s history: 150 consecutive
years of stewardship of their farm.

Since 1876, generations of the Todd
family have cared for the same land,
building a legacy rooted in agriculture,
hard work, faith, family, and service.
What began as a family homestead
grew over time to encompass thou-
sands of acres and became home to the
Todd Hybrid Seed Company, which de-
veloped and distributed seed corn to
farmers across the country and was an
important part of the agricultural
economy of Carroll County for decades.

This year, the State of Indiana recog-
nized that remarkable legacy by pre-
senting the Todd Family Farm with
the Hoosier Homestead Sesquicenten-
nial Award. The award honors farms
that have remained in the same family
for 150 years, a distinction that speaks
not only to longevity but to the com-
mitment required of generation after
generation to preserve and protect a
family farm.

The Todd family’s legacy also ex-
tends to my home State of Kentucky.
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