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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, who rules the rag-

ing of the sea, give our Senators today 
a heightened sense of the special role 
You have called them to play in the 
unfolding story of American and world 
history. Help them to recognize the de-
cisions they make may shape the lives 
of generations yet to come. May they 
approach this responsibility with hu-
mility, integrity, and courage. Give 
them a deeper sense of stewardship. 
Teach them to use each day wisely and 
to make every opportunity count for 
the good of humanity. May they re-
member those who are struggling, 
those who feel forgotten, those who are 
vulnerable, and those whose voices are 
not always heard. 

Lord, provide our legislators with 
compassion to listen, wisdom to delib-
erate, and strength to act with justice. 

We pray in your righteous Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SHEEHY). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROTECT COLLEGE SPORTS ACT 
OF 2026—Motion to Proceed—Resumed 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 4668, which the clerk will 
report. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 449, S. 
4668, a bill to protect the name, image, and 
likeness rights of, and provide protections 
for, student athletes and to promote fair 
competition among intercollegiate athletics, 
and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
President pro tempore. 

CONSTITUTION DAY 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 

today is Constitution Day. On Sep-
tember 17, 1787, 39 delegates signed the 
U.S. Constitution in Philadelphia. 
They set forth an experiment rooted in 
American exceptionalism: Government 
authority comes from ‘‘We the Peo-
ple,’’ the first words of the preamble to 
the Constitution. 

The U.S. Constitution is the only 
founding document of any country in 
the history of humankind that is 
meant to protect the people from the 
government. Other constitutions 
throughout history were written to 
give the government power over the 
people. That is why the United States 
is unique, and that is why we continue 
to say that the United States is an ex-
ceptional system of government. 

There are some in this country who 
want to fundamentally change the U.S. 
Constitution. In recent months, there 
is an organization within the Democrat 
Party that call themselves the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America. Their doc-
ument wants to abolish the Senate. 
That document would uproot our sys-
tem of checks and balances. That sys-
tem would rip up our Constitution and 
draft a new one—particularly when 

some of them are saying they want a 
parliamentary system of government 
like other countries, particularly in 
Europe, have. 

Democratic socialism of America is 
antithetical to America’s promise of 
prosperity and the founding principles 
enshrined in our great Constitution. 

The U.S. Constitution is now 239 
years old this very day, and the prin-
ciples that it embodies are timeless. On 
this Constitution Day, September 17, it 
is my hope that Americans of all ages 
will reflect upon the blessings of free-
dom handed down from one generation 
to the next. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

WAIVING QUORUM CALL 
Mr. THUNE. And I ask unanimous 

consent to waive the mandatory 
quorum call with respect to the Mitch-
ell nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, late sum-

mer in South Dakota is one of my fa-
vorite times of the year. And as usual, 
I spent a lot of it crisscrossing the 
State, talking to South Dakotans and 
seeing some of the great things that 
are happening from Sisseton to Spear-
fish to Sioux Falls. 

Late summer, of course, is fair sea-
son, and I made the rounds of multiple 
fairs: Brown County, Turner County, 
Butte-Lawrence Counties, the State 
fair, Dakotafest. I love the chance to 
meet so many South Dakota families 
and to hear what is on their minds. 
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