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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. OBERNOLTE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
August 6, 2026. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JAY 
OBERNOLTE, to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Daniel B. Carson, St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

O gracious God, You who created us 
and all the universe are our refuge and 
our steadfast hope. Giving You thanks, 
we pray now that You continue to send 
Your blessing down on all the people of 
this land. Send the light of Your wis-
dom to shine forth in the actions of all 
those who inhabit this, the people’s 
House, in all the deliberations of the 
whole Congress, and in all the pro-
ceedings of our government. Strength-
en our commitment to build a better 
nation and world in the present and 
into the future—a nation and world of 
justice and harmony. Gracious God, 
help us to live up to this Nation’s high-
est principles. 

For this, and all that we pray, we 
know that You are always with us, 
Lord, and will always accomplish that 

which is good for our welfare and for 
Your glory and honor. 

We ask this in Your holy name, O 
Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of 
the last day’s proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF BUDGETARY 
MATERIAL 

COMMITTEE ALLOCATIONS IN S. CON. RES. 33, 
THE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDG-
ET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, 
Washington DC, August 6, 2026. 

Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section 4101 (a) of 
the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
Fiscal Year 2026 (S. Con. Res. 33), I hereby 
submit for printing in the Congressional 
Record the 302(a) allocations for the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and authorizing 
committees of the House of Representatives 
consistent with that concurrent resolution. 

Section 4101(a) of S. Con. Res. 33 author-
ized the chair of the Committee on the Budg-
et to file 302(a) allocations consistent with 
the budgetary levels established in S. Con. 

Res. 33. This filing authority was necessary 
because there was no joint statement of 
managers accompanying S. Con. Res. 33. 
Under section 301(e)(2)(F) of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, the allocations are 
required to be included in the report accom-
panying the budget resolution. 

These allocations are enforced by section 
302(f) of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974, which prohibits the consideration of 
legislation that would cause the applicable 
committee’s allocation of new budget au-
thority to be exceeded. For authorizing com-
mittees, section 302(f) applies to the budget 
year, fiscal year 2026, or for the total period 
of fiscal years 2026 through 2035. For appro-
priations bills, section 302(f) applies only to 
the budget year—fiscal year 2026. 

These allocations apply to bills, joint reso-
lutions, and amendments thereto or con-
ference reports thereon, considered by the 
House of Representatives subsequent to this 
filing. 

Associated tables are attached. These allo-
cations are made for the purposes of enforc-
ing titles III and IV of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, and other budgetary en-
forcement provisions. 

If there are any questions on these alloca-
tions in the Concurrent Resolution on the 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2026, please contact 
Mary Popadiuk or Brad Watson of the Budg-
et Committee staff. 

Sincerely, 
JODEY C. ARRINGTON, 

Chairman, Committee on the Budget. 

ALLOCATION OF SPENDING AUTHORITY FOR HOUSE 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

[in millions of dollars] 

2026 

Base Discretionary Action: 
BA .................................................................................. 1,671,860 
OT .................................................................................. 1,893,636 

Current Law Mandatory: 
BA .................................................................................. 1,803,869 
OT .................................................................................. 1,780,213 

ALLOCATIONS OF SPENDING AUTHORITY FOR HOUSE AUTHORIZING COMMITTEES 
[On-Budget Amounts in millions of dollars] 

2026 2026–2035 

Agriculture: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 23,841 1,133,544 

OT 31,422 1,153,007 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
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ALLOCATIONS OF SPENDING AUTHORITY FOR HOUSE AUTHORIZING COMMITTEES—Continued 

[On-Budget Amounts in millions of dollars] 

2026 2026–2035 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 23,841 1,133,544 

OT 31,422 1,153,007 
Armed Services: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 290,040 1,931,950 
OT 320,339 2,061,390 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 290,040 1,931,950 
OT 320,339 2,061,390 

Financial Services: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 10,744 120,819 

OT ¥19,155 ¥189,849 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 10,744 120,819 

OT ¥19,155 ¥189,849 
Education & Workforce: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 32,018 249,040 
OT 26,540 189,877 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 32,018 249,040 
OT 26,540 189,877 

Energy & Commerce: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 878,984 11,870,623 

OT 890,105 11,916,485 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 878,984 11,870,623 

OT 890,105 11,916,485 
Foreign Affairs: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 59,141 592,440 
OT 53,657 577,375 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 59,141 592,440 
OT 53,657 577,375 

Oversight & Government Reform: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 168,830 1,861,783 

OT 165,311 1,817,764 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 168,830 1,861,783 

OT 165,311 1,817,764 
Homeland Security: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 2,799 25,944 
OT 15,758 185,927 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 22,950 22,950 
OT 2,467 22,950 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 25,749 48,894 
OT 18,225 208,877 

House Administration: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 25 251 

OT 0 194 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 25 251 

OT 0 194 
Natural Resources: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 13,822 142,617 
OT 15,542 155,031 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 13,822 142,617 
OT 15,542 155,031 

Judiciary: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 17,539 237,355 

OT 21,211 247,134 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 46,595 46,595 

OT 6,350 46,595 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 64,134 283,950 

OT 27,561 293,729 
Transportation & Infrastructure: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 106,210 1,049,059 
OT 28,228 253,027 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 106,210 1,049,059 
OT 28,228 253,027 

Science, Space & Technology: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 1,749 3,522 

OT 3,736 25,281 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 1,749 3,522 

OT 3,736 25,281 
Small Business: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 0 0 
OT 2 6 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 0 0 
OT 2 6 

Veterans’ Affairs: 
Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 533 311,778 

OT 323 308,520 
Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 

OT 0 0 
Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 533 311,778 

OT 323 308,520 
Ways & Means: 

Current Law .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. BA 2,168,763 28,116,232 
OT 2,186,045 28,139,820 

Resolution Change ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ BA 0 0 
OT 0 0 

Total ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... BA 2,168,763 28,116,232 
OT 2,186,045 28,139,820 
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ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House 
stands adjourned until 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, August 10, 2026. 

Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, August 
10, 2026, at 11 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–4248. A letter from the Acting Division 
Director, Rural Development, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — OneRD Guarantee Loan Regula-
tion [Docket No.: RUS-24-AGENCY-0039] 
(RIN: 0572-AC63) received June 25, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

EC–4249. A letter from the Senior Counsel, 
Office of the General Counsel, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Eliminating Regulations Re-
garding the Operation of Vending Stands 
[Docket No.: 260608-0137] (RIN: 0605-AA90) re-
ceived July 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education 
and Workforce. 

EC–4250. A letter from the Acting Branch 
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Isofetamid; 
Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2025-0041; 
FRL-13401-01] received August 3, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4251. A letter from the Supervisory, 
Program Analyst, Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
Major final rule — Upper C-band (3.98-4.2 
GHz) [GN Docket No. 25-59]; Expanding 
Flexible Use of the 3.7 to 4.2 GHz Band [GN 
Docket No. 18-122] received July 31, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4252. A letter from the Supervisory, 
Program Analyst, Space Bureau, Federal 
Communications Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s Major final rule — Space 
Modernization for the 21st Century [SB 
Docket No. 25-306] received July 31, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4253. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting noti-
fication that the national emergency with 
respect to the threat posed by the advance-
ment by countries of concern in sensitive 
technologies and products critical for the 
military, intelligence, surveillance, or cyber- 
enabled capabilities of such countries de-
clared in Executive Order 14105 of August 9, 
2023, is to continue in effect beyond August 
9, 2026, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 202(d); (90 Stat. 1255) (H. Doc. 
No. 119—182); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and ordered to be printed. 

EC–4254. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a 
letter informing Congress of action taken 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1543(c); Public Law 93- 
148, Sec. 4(c); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc. No. 119— 
183); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

EC–4255. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s interim final rule — International 
Traffic in Arms Regulations: USML Cat-
egory I Firearm Suppressors [Public Notice: 
13057] (RIN: 1400-AG11) received July 31, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–4256. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation, and 
Energy Efficiency, Office of the General 
Counsel, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Adminis-
trative False Claims and Procedures (RIN: 
1990-AA55) received July 15, 2026, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–4257. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary, Exercising the Delegated Au-
thority of the Assistant Secretary —— Pol-
icy, Management, and Budget, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Natural Resource Dam-
ages for Hazardous Substances [Docket No.: 
DOI-2022-0016; 23XD1618EN, DS61600000, 
DMNHQ0000.000000] (RIN: 1090-AB26) received 
July 31, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–4258. A letter from the Senior Counsel, 
Office of the General Counsel, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Eliminating Redundant Regu-
latory Part Related to Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition [Docket No.: 
260608-0138] (RIN: 0605-AA91) received July 8, 
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4259. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Development Division, Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Completed Inspection 
Report Disposition [Docket No.: FMCSA- 
2025-0116] (RIN: 2126-AC90) received June 29, 
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4260. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Development Division, Enforcement 
Division, Federal Motor Carrier Safety, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Rescinding 
the Requirement for Electronic Logging De-
vice Operator’s Manual Located in Commer-
cial Motor Vehicles [Docket No.: FMCSA- 
2025-0114] (RIN: 2126-AC88) received June 29, 
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4261. A letter from the Manager, Legal 
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2026-3874; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2025-01426-T; Amendment 39-23425; AD 2026-15- 
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received August 3, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–4262. A letter from the Manager, Legal 
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; CFM International, S.A. Engines 
[Docket No.: FAA-2026-7214; Project Identi-
fier AD-2026-00225-E; Amendment 39-23407; AD 
2026-14-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received August 

3, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4263. A letter from the Manager, Legal 
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2026-3872; Project Identi-
fier MCAI-2025-01421-T; Amendment 39-23401; 
AD 2026-14-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Au-
gust 3, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4264. A letter from the Manager, Legal 
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2026-3480; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2025-01031-T; Amendment 39-23405; AD 2026-14- 
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received August 3, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–4265. A letter from the Manager, Legal 
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2026-3481; Project Identifier MCAI- 
2025-00970-T; Amendment 39-23406; AD 2026-14- 
05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received August 3, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–4266. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Administration for Children and 
Families, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Reducing Bureaucracy and Bur-
den for Human Services and Emergency Re-
sponse Programs —— Repatriation Program 
(RIN: 0970-AD40) received July 17, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

EC–4267. A letter from the Senior Counsel, 
Office of Legal Policy, Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim final rule 
— Counter-UAS Authority for State, Local, 
Tribal, and Territorial Law Enforcement and 
Correctional Agencies [Docket No.: FBI-2026- 
0001] (RIN: 1110-AA39) received July 6, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–4268. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; FY 2027 Inpatient Psychiatric Facili-
ties Prospective Payment System-Rate Up-
date [CMS-1847-F] (RIN: 0938-AV77) received 
August 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); jointly to the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

EC–4269. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; Inpatient Rehabilitation Facility Pro-
spective Payment System for Federal Fiscal 
Year 2027 and Updates to the IRF Quality Re-
porting Program [CMS-1845-F] (RIN: 0938- 
AV76) received August 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the Committees 
on Energy and Commerce and Ways and 
Means. 
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EC–4270. A letter from the Regulations Co-

ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; Hospital Inpatient Prospective Pay-
ment Systems for Acute Care Hospitals 
(IPPS) and the Long-Term Care Hospital 
Prospective Payment System and Policy 
Changes and Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 Rates; Re-
quirements for Quality Programs; Other Pol-
icy Changes; and Adoption of Updated 
Versions of Certain Health Information 
Technology Standards [CMS-1849-F and 
CMS-0062-F] (RINs: 0938-AV79 and 0938-AV44) 
received August 5, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); jointly to the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

EC–4271. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; FY 2027 Hospice Wage Index and Pay-
ment Rate Update and Hospice Quality Re-
porting Program Requirements [CMS-1851-F] 
(RIN: 0938-AV78) received August 5, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
Ways and Means. 

EC–4272. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Medicare Pro-
gram; Prospective Payment System and Con-
solidated Billing for Skilled Nursing Facili-
ties; Updates to the Quality Reporting Pro-
gram for Federal Fiscal Year 2027 [CMS-1843- 
F] (RIN: 0938-AV75) received August 5, 2026, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
Ways and Means. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. CASAR (for himself, Mrs. 
FOUSHEE, and Ms. JACOBS): 

H.R. 10044. A bill to impose a tax on artifi-
cial intelligence token usage and establish a 
Work Protection Administration within the 
Department of Labor, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Education and Work-
force, and in addition to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. CHU (for herself, Ms. ANSARI, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. 
BROWNLEY, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. CORREA, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. DEGETTE, 
Ms. DEXTER, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois, Mrs. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. LIEU, Ms. 
LOFGREN, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. MCCOL-
LUM, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. NAD-
LER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, 
Ms. OMAR, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
QUIGLEY, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. RAN-
DALL, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, 
Ms. SIMON, Mr. SMITH of Washington, 
Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. THOMPSON of 
California, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
VARGAS, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. WILLIAMS 
of Georgia, and Ms. WILSON of Flor-
ida): 

H.R. 10045. A bill to provide that no Fed-
eral funds may be used to carry out the final 
rule of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity entitled ‘‘Public Charge Ground of Inad-
missibility’’, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CLOUD: 
H.R. 10046. A bill to authorize the Sec-

retary of Defense to eliminate any internal 
Department of Defense depreciated costs or 
cancel any internal Department debts associ-
ated with depots and arsenal from accounts 
of a military department or the Department 
that are associated with certain capital ex-
penditures that no longer generate revenue 
due to mission changes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. CLOUD (for himself and Mr. 
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas): 

H.R. 10047. A bill to modify the report on 
limitations on performance of depot-level 
maintenance to include information on each 
facility; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Mr. CORREA: 
H.R. 10048. A bill to create national stand-

ards for labeling of covered materials as re-
cyclable, compostable, reusable, and refill-
able, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 10049. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve the low-in-
come housing credit; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FLOOD (for himself, Mr. 
OBERNOLTE, Mr. ELLZEY, and Mr. 
ROUZER): 

H.R. 10050. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prohibit liability at common 
law for failure to manufacture or equip a 
motor vehicle to an extent that exceeds ap-
plicable motor vehicle safety standards; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself and 
Mr. CORREA): 

H.R. 10051. A bill to establish and collect 
fees for an optional program to expedite the 
processing of forms required to obtain a per-
manent labor certification, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. KNOTT (for himself, Mr. 
SUOZZI, Mr. LAWLER, and Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER): 

H.R. 10052. A bill to protect the right to the 
free exercise of religion; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LAWLER: 
H.R. 10053. A bill to authorize the Sec-

retary of Housing and Urban Development to 
issue loans to certain public employees, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 
H.R. 10054. A bill to withdraw certain Fed-

eral land in the Rio Chama Watershed area 
of the State of New Mexico from mineral 
entry, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LIEU (for himself and Mrs. 
MCCLAIN DELANEY): 

H.R. 10055. A bill to amend titles 5, 18, and 
40, United States Code, to prohibit the re-
naming of Federal property except through a 
provision of law enacted by Congress, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committees 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, and 

Oversight and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself and Mrs. 
KIGGANS of Virginia): 

H.R. 10056. A bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for pa-
tient protection by limiting the number of 
mandatory overtime hours a nurse may be 
required to work in certain providers of serv-
ices to which payments are made under the 
Medicare Program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, 
Ms. NORTON, and Ms. SIMON): 

H.R. 10057. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to 
make grants to States to improve the knowl-
edge, credentials, compensation, and profes-
sional development of early childhood edu-
cators working with children in early child-
hood education programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
Workforce. 

By Mr. MORELLE: 
H.R. 10058. A bill to create a new Federal 

grant program that provides grants to State 
libraries to allow schools with summer lunch 
programs to keep their libraries open for stu-
dent use during the summer months; to the 
Committee on Education and Workforce. 

By Mr. MOULTON: 
H.R. 10059. A bill to provide for consider-

ation of all modes of transportation and all 
road users in certain highway and transit 
programs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. NEAL (for himself, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Mr. THOMPSON of California, 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. 
SEWELL, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. CHU, Ms. 
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BEYER, Mr. EVANS 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. HORSFORD, 
Ms. PLASKETT, and Mr. SUOZZI): 

H.R. 10060. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prohibit orders or 
agreements relating to the release of tax 
claims by the President and related persons, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Ms. CRAIG, Ms. SALINAS, 
Mr. WHITESIDES, and Ms. PETTERSEN): 

H.R. 10061. A bill to address wildfire readi-
ness and recovery, safe communities, and 
wildland firefighter safety; to the Committee 
on Natural Resources, and in addition to the 
Committees on Agriculture, Transportation 
and Infrastructure, Small Business, Science, 
Space, and Technology, Energy and Com-
merce, Education and Workforce, Veterans’ 
Affairs, and Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 10062. A bill to provide for supple-

mental appropriations to increase the num-
ber of Americorps members and to increase 
the living allowances of such members, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
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such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ (for herself, 
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. FROST, 
Mr. GARCIA of California, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
TORRES of New York, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. LIEU, Mr. GOMEZ, 
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, 
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. CASAR, Mr. 
THANEDAR, Ms. CHU, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
OMAR, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
RASKIN, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
MENG, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
JACKSON of Illinois, Mrs. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. 
RANDALL, Ms. WILSON of Florida, and 
Mr. MULLIN): 

H.R. 10063. A bill to provide economic em-
powerment opportunities in the United 
States through the modernization of public 
housing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. OLSZEWSKI (for himself and 
Mr. BAUMGARTNER): 

H.R. 10064. A bill to amend the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980 to require a list of crit-
ical foreign languages for purposes of that 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. RIVAS (for herself, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 10065. A bill to require certain royal-
ties paid for gas produced from Federal land 
and on the outer Continental Shelf to be as-
sessed on all gas produced, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself, Mr. 
MFUME, Ms. BYNUM, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 10066. A bill to prohibit the purchase, 
sale, or exchange of nonpublic information, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN: 
H.R. 10067. A bill to prohibit the District of 

Columbia from requiring a person to wear a 
protective helmet to operate, or ride on, a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. 
DESAULNIER): 

H.R. 10068. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for a Reducing 
Youth Use of E-Cigarettes Initiative; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. WHITESIDES (for himself, Mr. 
HARIDOPOLOS, and Ms. HOULAHAN): 

H.R. 10069. A bill to amend the Sikes Act to 
make certain improvements to integrated 
natural resources management plans of the 
Department of Defense for military installa-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on Armed Services, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. FONG (for himself and Mr. GAL-
LAGHER): 

H.J. Res. 210. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘California State 
Nonroad Engine Pollution Control Stand-
ards; Ocean-Going Vessels At-Berth; Notice 
of Decision’’; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. PALMER: 
H.J. Res. 211. A joint resolution providing 

congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 

title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘California State Motor 
Vehicle Pollution Control Standards; Notice 
of Decision Granting a Waiver of Clean Air 
Act Preemption for California’s 2009 and 
Subsequent Model Year Greenhouse Gas 
Emission Standards for New Motor Vehi-
cles’’; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.J. Res. 212. A joint resolution providing 

congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘California State Motor 
Vehicle Pollution Control Standards; Ad-
vanced Clean Car Program; Reconsideration 
of a Previous Withdrawal of a Waiver of Pre-
emption; Notice of Decision’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona: 
H. Res. 1478. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the House of Representatives regard-
ing United States policy recognizing the 
Simele Massacre of 1933; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE: 
H. Res. 1479. A resolution impeaching Rus-

sell Thurlow Vought, Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, for high crimes 
and misdemeanors; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. CASAR: 
H.R. 10044. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Ms. CHU: 

H.R. 10045. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 4 

By Mr. CLOUD: 
H.R. 10046. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. CLOUD: 
H.R. 10047. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. CORREA: 
H.R. 10048. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 10049. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 (Taxing and 
Spending Clause) 

By Mr. FLOOD: 
H.R. 10050. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 

By Mr. GROTHMAN: 
H.R. 10051. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. KNOTT: 

H.R. 10052. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. LAWLER: 
H.R. 10053. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 

H.R. 10054. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3 

By Mr. LIEU: 
H.R. 10055. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. MATSUI: 
H.R. 10056. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 10057. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII. 

By Mr. MORELLE: 
H.R. 10058. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. MOULTON: 
H.R. 10059. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 

By Mr. NEAL: 
H.R. 10060. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 10061. 
Congress has the power to enact this. legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 10062. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution 
By Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ: 

H.R. 10063. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I and 

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution. 

By Mr. OLSZEWSKI: 
H.R. 10064. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. RIVAS: 
H.R. 10065. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:33 Aug 07, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\L06AU7.100 H06AUPT1D
M

w
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5222 August 6, 2026 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
By Ms. SALINAS: 

H.R. 10066. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN: 
H.R. 10067. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, 
Clause 1 of the Constitution (the Spending 
Clause), which authorizes Congress to pro-
vide for the common defense and general 
welfare of the United States, together with 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (the Necessary 
and Proper Clause), which authorizes Con-
gress to make all laws necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the powers vest-
ed in the Government of the United States. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ: 
H.R. 10068. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Mr. WHITESIDES: 
H.R. 10069. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. FONG: 
H.J. Res. 210. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the 

Constitution. 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the 

Constitution. 
By Mr. PALMER: 

H.J. Res. 211. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 and Article I, 

Section 8, Clause 18 of the United States 
Constitution 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.J. Res. 212. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1 Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 219: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 404: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 685: Mr. PATRONIS. 
H.R. 987: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 1351: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. 
H.R. 1657: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas 

and Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1810: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon and Mr. 

NEAL. 
H.R. 1976: Mr. MANNION. 
H.R. 2314: Mr. EVANS of Colorado. 
H.R. 2352: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 2442: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas, and Mr. HILL of Ar-
kansas. 

H.R. 2487: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 2531: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 2717: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 2934: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 3036: Mr. MFUME. 
H.R. 3139: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 3243: Mrs. MCIVER. 
H.R. 3415: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 3708: Mr. LYNCH and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 3954: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 4486: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona and Mr. 

SUBRAMANYAM. 
H.R. 4606: Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 4876: Ms. MEJIA and Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 4944: Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 5469: Mr. BARR and Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 5486: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 5521: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 5543: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 5545: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 5874: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 6056: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 6124: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 6126: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 6164: Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. DESAULNIER, 

Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. TAKANO, and Mr. 
VARGAS. 

H.R. 6318: Mr. CASAR. 
H.R. 6835: Mr. KEAN. 
H.R. 7199: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 7230: Mr. WOMACK. 
H.R. 7234: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 7391: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 7546: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 7747: Mr. KEAN. 
H.R. 7802: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr. 

MRVAN, Mr. TRAN, Mr. RYAN, Ms. BROWN, Ms. 
MCDONALD RIVET, and Mr. BEYER. 

H.R. 7821: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 8041: Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. STANTON, and 

Mr. TRAN. 
H.R. 8092: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 8129: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 8360: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 8438: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H.R. 8788: Ms. RANDALL. 
H.R. 8896: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 8914: Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 9043: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 9210: Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. DELUZIO, and 

Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 9224: Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 9236: Mr. MESSMER and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 9332: Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 9402: Mr. CASAR, Ms. WILSON of Flor-

ida, and Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 9404: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 9421: Mrs. FISCHBACH. 
H.R. 9535: Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 9540: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 9553: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 9693: Mr. PETERS, Mrs. HOUCHIN, and 

Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 9701: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. GILL of 

Texas. 
H.R. 9718: Mr. BRESNAHAN. 
H.R. 9719: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 9728: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 9835: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 9944: Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. BONAMICI, and 

Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 10040: Mr. CASAR. 
H. Res. 1405: Ms. RANDALL. 
H. Res. 1462: Mr. CASE. 
H. Res. 1475: Mr. COSTA, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. 

VAN ORDEN, and Mr. CASE. 
H. Res. 1476: Ms. UNDERWOOD. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TIM 
SHEEHY, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Father in Heaven, Holy is Your 

Name. You brought light out of dark-
ness and order out of chaos. We know 
that You are able to bring peace, wis-
dom, and order to our Nation and 
world. 

Lord, use our lawmakers to accom-
plish Your purposes. Make them will-
ing and faithful servants, bringing 
healing where there is pain, unity 
where there is division, and hope where 
there is despair. Use every experience 
in their lives—their joys and sorrows, 
successes and setbacks, victories and 
disappointments—to shape their char-
acter and bring glory to Your Name. 
Surround them with the shield of love, 
and fill their hearts with Your perfect 
peace. 

And, Lord, we thank You for our 
faithful page class. Bless them in all of 
their tomorrows. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

The senior assistant bill clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, August 6, 2026. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable TIM SHEEHY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

CHUCK GRASSLEY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SHEEHY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE RESOLUTION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the 
following nominations pursuant to S. 
Res. 817, which are pending en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

REPUBLICAN PARTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today because yester-
day I heard the minority leader on the 
floor speaking about the economy. He 
sounded upset, sounded upset to hear 
that Americans were keeping more of 
their hard-earned money. He actually 
called it ‘‘disastrous.’’ 

Ninety-seven percent of Americans 
benefited from the Working Families 
Tax Cuts law. This is a benefit. This is 
not a disaster. 

What I see as disastrous is the Demo-
crats’ demand to raise taxes. They 

want to raise taxes on hard-working 
Americans all across the country. 
Democrats continue to think that they 
know how to spend your money better 
than you do. I think it has been a life-
long obsession with them. It is part of 
their DNA. It has been going on for 
years. 

Tax rates fell significantly this past 
year, and it is because Republicans cut 
taxes. So who are the people that bene-
fited the most? Well, they are people 
with families that made less than 
$200,000 a year. That is where the bene-
fits really hit home. It happened all 
across the country, from Connecticut 
to California, even though those States 
are represented by Democrats. People 
all across the country benefited. Fami-
lies kept more of what they earned, 
and then they could make their own 
decisions about what to save, what to 
spend, what to invest. 

You know who knows it? People on 
Social Security know it. They got to 
keep more of their hard-earned money. 
People who work overtime know it be-
cause of no tax on overtime. People 
who work for tips know it because 
their tips weren’t taxed. 

People understood and felt the im-
provement. One resident of Nevada re-
cently said: I received the largest tax 
return in my entire life this year. Why? 
No tax on tips. 

Every single Democrat in this Cham-
ber voted against these things. They 
wanted people who work on tips to pay 
more in taxes. Democrats wanted peo-
ple on Social Security to pay more in 
taxes. Democrats wanted people who 
work overtime to pay more in taxes, 
and that is a defining difference. 

American people clearly understand 
this, and the American people are tired 
and sick of seeing their money, their 
taxpayer money, wasted on fraud, 
abuse, and corruption, and we are see-
ing those things across the country. 
People want to keep more of what they 
earn, and they know they are the best 
to judge how to spend it. 
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That is what Republicans are fight-

ing for. We are going to continue to 
fight for that. That is the direction our 
country is headed. 

And in November of 2024, people made 
a clear choice: They chose to vote for 
Republicans because they wanted 
America to be safer, stronger, and 
more prosperous. And we are today. 
Over the past 18 months, Republicans 
have upheld that commitment. We 
have delivered for the American peo-
ple. We are making sure people keep 
more of what they earn. 

More than 60 million Americans ben-
efited from the new tax benefits since 
Republicans passed the Working Fami-
lies Tax Cuts law. 

Let me remind you about the Trump 
Accounts. More than 7 million Amer-
ican children are now signed up this 
year for this special new investment 
account. It is an astonishing thing. 
Families, friends, community groups, 
and even businesses are already invest-
ing in them. This is clearly strength-
ening the American dream for the next 
generation. 

I also want to talk about the border 
because today our Nation’s immigra-
tion laws are being strongly enforced. 
National security begins with border 
security. Absolutely zero illegal immi-
grants have been released into our 
country in over 14 months—absolutely 
zero—because Republicans have ended 
the reckless Joe Biden catch-and-re-
lease program. And what a disaster 
that was. Hundreds of thousands of il-
legal-immigrant criminals have now 
been arrested and deported since Presi-
dent Trump took office, and we are see-
ing the most secure border and the 
most successful deportation operation 
in all of American history. 

This year, Republicans also passed 
the Secure America Act. This law en-
sures that immigration officials have 
the resources that they need to keep 
our country safe and to keep our com-
munities safe for years to come. 

I just want to mention affordability 
because today Congress is making it 
easier to build and easier to innovate. 
The largest housing reform bill in his-
tory is now the law of the land. We 
eliminated burdensome regulations, 
regulations that made it too costly to 
build a new home in America. And we 
are unlocking the American dream of 
home ownership for a new generation 
of Americans. 

Congress also passed the first major 
digital asset bill in American history; 
it is called the GENIUS Act. My col-
league CYNTHIA LUMMIS from Wyoming 
has been a leader on the issue. It is 
time for the Senate to build on that by 
passing the Clarity Act. America is 
safer and stronger when we innovate. 

I also want to talk about some of the 
things we are doing here to make sure 
the President has his team fully in 
place, and those are confirmations. 
Today, Republicans are getting the 
President’s team fully in place. Very 
soon, we will confirm an additional 74 
nominees. Well, this will be clearly 600 

people confirmed in the second Trump 
administration. Those are 60 more 
nominees than he had at this point in 
the first Trump administration, and we 
have done it in the face of historic ob-
struction by the Democrats. 

Now we see these same Democrats 
are trying to tear down our country, 
and they are trying it all across the 
Nation. The Democrats’ agenda is not 
for a better America, not for a better 
future for our children, no, no. It is not 
even an agenda; it is a manifesto. The 
Democrats have come up with a ‘‘mani-
festo’’—that is their label for it, not 
mine, their label, the Democrats—the 
manifesto, and I see it as a roadmap to 
destroy America from people that hate 
America. When you listen to many of 
their candidates, it certainly doesn’t 
seem like the thing that most Ameri-
cans would want to see in their future. 

These people and their manifesto—it 
is radical; it is extreme; it is dan-
gerous; it is scary. That is what our 
Nation is facing today. The Democrats, 
every one of them, wants to raise taxes 
on American families. The Democrat 
mantra calls for opening the borders. 
Their manifesto wants to defund the 
police. The manifesto wants to abolish 
prisons. The manifesto wants to release 
convicted criminals into our commu-
nities all across the country. The Dem-
ocrat manifesto wants to eliminate Im-
migrations and Customs Enforcement. 
Under the extreme Democrat mani-
festo, the American people would be 
forced to pay more, earn less, and be 
less safe and secure. That is what we 
are facing now. Democrats have turned 
from a party of the extremists now to 
the party of radicals. 

Republicans are going to continue to 
be the party of results. That is the 
choice people are facing. What do you 
want? Results? Safety? Security? Pros-
perity? Radicals opening the prisons? 
Opening the borders? Raising your 
taxes? 

Republicans work fiercely to make 
America safer, stronger, and more 
prosperous. Republicans are going to 
continue to fight for freedom, for lib-
erty, and a continuation of American 
greatness because that is the future 
that I believe the American people 
want and deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Democratic leader is recognized. 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on the 

Trump battleships, while American 
families can’t even keep their heads 
above water, Donald Trump is spending 
his time building himself a ‘‘golden 

fleet’’ of battleships the Navy doesn’t 
want. 

Just get a load of this headline: 
‘‘Cost of Trump’s Namesake Warships 
Likely to Rise by 50 Percent or More.’’ 

Costs to rise by 50 percent or more. 
As the article in the New York Times 

says, his goal is building a ‘‘golden 
fleet’’ of 15 battleships that cost $275 
billion. Frankly, when Americans hear 
this, they have no idea whether they 
need the battleships. They know the 
only thing Trump cares about is having 
his name on things. So the fact that 
there is a fleet of Trump battleships— 
cost doesn’t mean anything; necessity 
doesn’t mean anything; that people are 
suffering and need help feeding their 
families, paying their electric bills, 
and paying the cost of gasoline means 
nothing to him. Having his name on a 
bunch of battleships—expensive battle-
ships—is all he cares about. 

Trump couldn’t handle renovating a 
reflecting pool or building a ballroom, 
and now he thinks he is ready to design 
and construct 15 ‘‘Trump-class’’—I 
mean, this guy, he knows no limits— 
‘‘Trump-class’’ battleships that will 
cost more than a quarter of a trillion 
taxpayer dollars—a quarter of a tril-
lion dollars. He has had a lot of vanity 
projects. They have been very expen-
sive. This is the most costly vanity 
project yet. 

The Navy never wanted these ships. 
The American people never asked for 
these ships. The only person who wants 
these ‘‘golden’’ ships is Donald Trump 
so he can slap his name on them. 

Trump’s willingness to drop $275 bil-
lion on another vanity project but not 
a single penny to lower costs for work-
ing Americans just confounds the 
imagination. Trump could use the 
money for these battleships to offset 
the entire nearly $200 billion cut he 
made to SNAP. 

Feeding hungry kids or creating an 
unnecessary class of battleships to put 
your name on—which is more impor-
tant, America? The answer is a lot dif-
ferent than what Trump thinks. But 
no. Trump would rather feed his own 
ego than feed the American people. He 
would rather feed his own ego than feed 
the American people by putting his 
name on a $275 billion, 15-battleship 
outlay. 

The ballroom, the Reflecting Pool, 
the arch, and now the battleships— 
these are the reasons why more than 7 
in 10 Americans think Trump is not fo-
cusing on the top issues facing the 
country. 

Donald, the American people don’t 
need a fleet of golden Trump-class bat-
tleships right now; they need a life 
raft. 

MORTGAGE RATES 
Mr. President, on mortgage rates, as 

Trump focuses on his exorbitant vanity 
projects, Americans can tell what he is 
ignoring—lowering their costs. As if 
Americans weren’t struggling enough 
already, they just saw mortgage rates 
hit their highest level in a year be-
cause of Trump’s disastrous war and 
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failed economic agenda. Trump has 
turned the American dream of owning 
a home into a pipedream. 

Let’s not forget, when Trump called 
our bipartisan bill to lower housing 
costs a joke and refused to sign it, he 
was belittling the need for housing. 
The President acts like he is allergic to 
helping Americans. 

What does Trump have to say to the 
millions of families just trying to 
make it through the week as they 
drown in higher gas prices and grocery 
bills? 

Trump said yesterday that Ameri-
cans are living in the ‘‘greatest econ-
omy we’ve ever had by far.’’ Those 
were his words in Nevada yesterday. In 
practically the same breath, Trump 
said: 

We may have to send [oil prices] up. 

The President has lost any grip on 
reality. He is so in his own world of 
creating monuments to himself that he 
is forgetting the American people all 
the time. It is not just that he doesn’t 
think of them enough; he hardly thinks 
of them at all. 

The greatest economy we have ever 
had? Tell that to the family that is de-
ciding between filling up their tank 
and filling up their fridge. Tell that to 
the veteran I met who said that he 
sometimes has to choose between feed-
ing his child and feeding his service 
dog. Whatever fantasy world Trump is 
living in sounds a whole lot nicer than 
the economic hardship Americans are 
struggling with right now. 

Trump’s playbook has only one page: 
Deny reality until the bill comes due, 
and then send it to you, America. 

NOMINATIONS 
Mr. President, finally, on nomina-

tions, Trump’s main priority is his 
pointless vanity projects, but he has 
another: packing our government to 
the rafters with far-right wing extrem-
ists. 

Senate Republicans are ramming 
through a nominations package that 
will put a grab bag of charlatans and 
MAGA foot soldiers into the highest 
positions of power. The Senate GOP 
knows how absurd some of these nomi-
nees are, which is why they are trying 
to flood the zone and push them 
through with a single vote. They 
couldn’t withstand the spotlight, they 
couldn’t withstand the scrutiny that 
the individual nominations process 
would have done to them. 

All these nominees will have dif-
ferent jobs, but they share the same 
qualification: absolute loyalty to Don-
ald Trump no matter how ridiculous 
his policies are. 

The American people expect more 
from their government than just blind 
loyalty to Donald Trump. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 832 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I have 

been told that I am a lousy politician 
but a good Senator. I consider that a 
compliment. What would happen if ev-
eryone in the Senate stopped being a 
good politician for a moment and 
strove to be a good Senator when it 
comes to addressing the issue associ-
ated with Social Security? 

Over 70 million Americans depend 
upon Social Security, and ultimately, 
all Americans will when they reach the 
age of retirement. Everyone in the Sen-
ate and most of the people in the coun-
try know that the Social Security Sys-
tem is going insolvent. When that oc-
curs, by law, there will be a cut, if we 
wait for 6 years, of 22 to 28 percent—a 
22- to 28-percent cut in benefits for ev-
eryone on Social Security and every-
one who will be. 

Members of Congress say they care 
about Social Security. They say they 
care about the seniors, they care about 
preserving promised benefits for cur-
rent retirees and future generations. 

We have had a bill before us called 
the PROMISE Act by Senator DICK 
DURBIN, my Democratic Senator col-
league from Illinois. That would have 
been a bill that would have set up a 
Commission, if you will, of the Social 
Security Advisory Board to put for-
ward a proposal. But the House is out 
of session. That could not pass. So now 
I put up a Senate resolution. And we 
take out the involvement of the Social 
Security actuaries, and we ask that a 
group of Senators and Representatives, 
Republicans and Democrats, come to-
gether over the next 2 months in a 
process to produce a potential idea. 

This, what I am about to propose, is 
not about a particular solution. This, 
what I am about to propose, is about a 
process by which a solution can be con-
sidered, given to the Senate Finance 
Committee and House Ways and Means 
for regular-order consideration, and 
then with a time agreement so that 
there will be, after that consideration 
by the Senate Finance Committee in 
which any member can replace the bill 
that is brought to them with an 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute—that ‘‘any member’’ could be 
BERNIE MORENO; it could be ELIZABETH 
WARREN; it could be RON WYDEN; it 
could be BERNIE SANDERS; it could be 
BILL CASSIDY—putting up their own 
proposal if they don’t like what this bi-
partisan, bicameral group of elected of-
ficials comes up with. 

Now, this is merely a process. It does 
not attempt to point in any direction 
toward a solution. All it asks is that 
we be good Senators—putting politics 
aside and recognizing that if we don’t 
do something sooner than later to fix 
the problem with Social Security, fu-
ture Social Security beneficiaries can 
get as much as a 28.5-percent cut in 
benefits under current law. 

So I am putting it to a test. Will the 
Senate take up the challenge? Will we 

put politics aside and step forward on a 
bipartisan, bicameral basis to actually 
work for the American people in a way 
which can ensure that Social Security 
exists? 

So I ask unanimous consent on a 
path forward that all colleagues should 
be able to support. It merely, once 
more, creates a process to do what the 
American people sent us here to do: De-
bate solutions, consider proposals, and 
vote. It does not predetermine the out-
come. It just says that Congress must 
consider a solution—anyone’s solution, 
Democrat or Republican, left and right. 
It just asks us to do our job to consider 
the solution and to then go through 
regular order on the Senate Finance 
Committee, to be considered by all. 

So will we be good Senators, or will 
we be good politicians? Will we deny 
progress for the sake of political suc-
cess? Let’s find out. 

Mr. President, I now ask unanimous 
consent to set up a process—only a 
process—for Congress to consider solu-
tions. So my script is: As if in legisla-
tive session and notwithstanding rule 
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 832, which is at the 
desk. I further ask that the resolution 
be agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

The Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, first of all, let me 
say that, for years now, BILL CASSIDY 
and I have worked together in the Fi-
nance Committee on healthcare, trying 
to find bipartisan common ground. And 
I just want him to know how much I 
have appreciated working with him. 

This is an issue we simply disagree 
on. And that happens. People have dif-
ferences of opinion. 

The Social Security crisis is a freight 
train barreling toward our Nation. So-
cial Security will be depleted before 
the end of the next Presidential admin-
istration. 

The resolution on offer now claims to 
be a quick solution to addressing the 
crisis. Instead, the resolution creates a 
fast track for Republicans to carry out 
a long-sought goal of slashing Social 
Security benefits for retirees and help-
ing billionaires avoid paying their fair 
share. Each time Republicans get their 
hands on Social Security, it seems that 
cuts get made and life gets worse for 
seniors. Establishing this commission 
would be a fast track to cutting bene-
fits. 

The proposal on offer is a Senate- 
only process. Under the Constitution, 
bills raising taxes must originate in 
the House of Representatives. Because 
of this constitutional requirement, any 
Senate-only process, like the Cassidy 
proposal, could not include a tax in-
crease. This means, under the Cassidy 
proposal, billionaires could not be re-
quired to contribute. We couldn’t in-
crease the payroll tax cap or include 
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any other revenue increase. It would 
mean that the entire burden of Social 
Security solvency would fall on the 
backs of retirees and the disabled 
through benefit cuts. That is not a fair 
solution for the vast majority of Amer-
icans. 

Here is the bottom line. Since my 
days as codirector of the Oregon Gray 
Panthers, I have a long record of work-
ing on a bipartisan basis to fix this 
problem and protect retired people 
from missing out on their hard-earned 
benefits. We can do that by updating 
Social Security to reflect the economy 
of America today, by ensuring that bil-
lionaires pay into Social Security with 
each paycheck, like teachers, nurses, 
and firefighters. 

Supporting a scheme like this—a fast 
track to rip away Americans’ hard- 
earned benefits while shutting them 
out of the debate—is just plain wrong 
in my judgment. 

If Republicans had any real interest 
in wanting to shore up Social Security, 
they would be putting forth their own 
ideas and working with Democrats to 
protect the program rather than to un-
dermine it. Democrats have several 
concrete proposals to protect and 
strengthen Americans’ earned benefits 
without raising the retirement age, 
cost-of-living haircuts, or means-test-
ing benefits. It all starts by finally re-
quiring billionaires to pay what they 
owe, just like the rest of us. 

Billionaire wealth has skyrocketed 
to over $9 trillion this year while work-
ing people struggle to scrape enough 
money together to pay for rent, gas, 
and groceries. This proposal, in my 
view, is effectively a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing. It does nothing to protect So-
cial Security and, instead, hands Re-
publicans the key to the castle to start 
their work of ripping away Americans’ 
hard-earned benefits. 

For these reasons, I object. 
I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The objection is heard. 
The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, it 

grieves my soul that once again poli-
tics and political rhetoric trumps that 
which we need to do for the country. 
Let me address the nature of the objec-
tion. 

Actually, this is a Senate resolution, 
but it invites the House to participate; 
and the Constitution requires that any-
thing raising taxes originates in Ways 
and Means in the House. And so, there-
fore, they would have to participate. 
That is the protection of our Constitu-
tion. 

It is a bipartisan—by the way, this is 
a bipartisan proposal to set up this 
process. There is nothing partisan 
about it. DICK DURBIN set up the 
PROMISE Act. 

The House, unfortunately, left July 
23 so we could not pass it. This is the 
best we could do with the House out of 
session in a bipartisan-initiated proc-
ess. 

DICK DURBIN who is a senior Member 
of the Democratic caucus is the one 
who is my collaborator. 

There is nothing in here to cut bene-
fits. That is absurd. It sets up a process 
by which a solution can be considered. 
It does not dictate an outcome. And to 
suggest that what this does today is 
dictate an outcome is not telling the 
truth to the American people. 

There is no fast track here. There is 
2 months of open dialogue with the 
American people, and then it goes to 
the Senate Finance Committee and to 
Ways and Means for it to then be con-
sidered in regular order. 

This is basically a time agreement, 
and time agreements are what we do 
all the time around here. 

I agree with updating Social Secu-
rity, but we are not going to get there 
if we say every time one side offers it: 
Oh, we can’t do it because the other 
side is angling for advantage. Let’s be 
good Senators, not be good politicians. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Oregon. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, just to 
respond just for a brief minute. You 
can’t originate taxes in the Senate. So 
what that means is this proposal gives 
the billionaires a free ride. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, one 

more time. The resolution invites the 
House to participate. The resolution 
says: Please Speaker, please, minority 
leader, appoint people to participate. 

We recognize that Ways and Means 
have to originate this bill. I wish we 
could have passed the PROMISE Act, 
but there were objections to passing 
the PROMISE Act which would have 
had to have been passed by the House 
as well. 

So in this, working as well as we can, 
knowing that Social Security is get-
ting worse and worse by the day, we in-
vite them to participate with the un-
derstanding that they could put in 
whatever they want. 

The argument of my colleague from 
Oregon is that we somehow have a so-
lution baked in. That is not true. This 
is only a process bill. And if the House 
wants to advance a bill which taxes bil-
lionaires, by golly, they can do it. They 
can do it under this bill. 

Right now, they can’t, because there 
is no mechanism for that bill to ad-
vance. We are creating a mechanism by 
which it can advance. And so, if you 
want to tax the billionaires, we create 
the opportunity. If you want to do 
nothing, you vote against this bill. 

I have got limited time left, and I 
don’t feel like sitting back and being a 
good politician when I should be a good 
Senator, working to fix Social Security 
because every day it gets worse and 
every day the law-required cut-in bene-
fits to beneficiaries increases. 

It doesn’t get better by waiting 2 
years; it gets worse. And opposing this 
resolution is like basically turning a 
blind eye to that deterioration. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from New Hamp-
shire. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 5345 
Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I want 

to thank Senator CASSIDY and Senator 
WYDEN for the colloquy we just heard 
because we do need to tackle a number 
of challenges in the Social Security 
system. 

The most important job of govern-
ment is, of course, to keep people safe. 
And increasingly, some of the most 
constant threats that Americans face 
are scams and identity theft. 

There has been a sharp rise in iden-
tity theft and online scams, including 
the theft of Social Security numbers. 
Identity theft is more than an annoy-
ance; it can cost people their savings, 
jeopardize their credit, and more. 

This is a danger that we need to take 
seriously, just as we stopped highway-
men from menacing people on our 
streets, we similarly must stop the 
outlaws of the digital age from preying 
on our people. 

Unfortunately, even as criminals 
steal Social Security numbers, their 
victims, ordinary Americans, feel as if 
they have no one to turn to for help. It 
is not as simple as finding a police offi-
cer on the corner to retrieve a stolen 
wallet or purse. 

Criminals have modernized their 
methods. So the U.S. Government must 
modernize its response too. That is 
why I have introduced a bipartisan bill 
with Senator GRASSLEY. Our bill would 
streamline the process for victims of 
identity theft to get help when their 
Social Security number is stolen, giv-
ing Americans a single point of contact 
at the Social Security Administration 
so that they can get the help that they 
need. 

When someone’s Social Security 
number is stolen, when they are at risk 
of losing their hard-earned Social Se-
curity benefits, they deserve better 
than to have to navigate a never-end-
ing maze of hold times and transfers as 
they try to find someone within the 
government who can help. 

This bill is only one step in the work 
we have to do to fight scammers, but it 
does mark a commonsense step that 
Americans from across the political 
spectrum can certainly get behind. 
This legislation will help keep more 
Americans safe, combat fraud and 
abuse, and makes our government 
work better for the American people. 

Families are already struggling 
enough right now with high costs. They 
deserve to be able to keep the money 
and benefits that they have earned 
without being threatened by online 
criminals. And when they are threat-
ened, they should have access to a 
straightforward and prompt process to 
get help. 

Now, the House has already passed 
this bill on a strong bipartisan basis. 
So I hope that we can send this legisla-
tion to the President today. 

Mr. President, therefore, as if in leg-
islative session and notwithstanding 
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Committee on Finance be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
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H.R. 5345 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration; that the bill 
be considered read a third time and 
passed, and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made laid and upon 
the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

The Senator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object, on the merits, 
there are no substantive objections to 
this legislation. However, we do have a 
challenge between the two Chambers of 
Congress. 

The Senate is doing its work. The 
Senate is taking up important pieces of 
legislation, reaching bipartisan agree-
ment, and passing them; and they are 
going to the House of Representatives 
where right now they are simply sit-
ting and languishing. 

House leadership has decided to 
adopt a strategy that is, frankly, inde-
fensible. It is a strategy where they 
pass bills that originate in the House; 
they ignore bills that originate in the 
Senate, and they let them die. 

More than two-thirds of the bills to 
date that are passed into law have been 
bills that originated in the House of 
Representatives. There are numerous 
bills that this body has passed, often 
unanimously, 100 to nothing, that ar-
rive in the House that no House Mem-
ber has any substantive objections to 
them at all, and they simply put them 
in the freezer and do nothing. 

My colleague knows sometimes if 
you want to change the behavior of an-
other Chamber, the only way to do so 
is to exercise leverage. And so, I have 
placed holds on all House bills coming 
over here unless and until they start 
taking up and passing Senate bills. 
Both Chambers need to do their work. 

Our Congress does not work if one of 
the two Chambers refuses to even con-
sider legislation that has passed the 
other Chamber. I am in active negotia-
tion with House leadership for them to 
start picking up and passing legislation 
here. 

One of those bills is a bill I authored 
called TREY’S Law. TREY’S Law was 
named for a young man in Texas just 
outside the Dallas area who was a little 
boy that was sexually assaulted at a 
summer camp repeatedly. 

He brought litigation. That litigation 
was settled, but as part of the settle-
ment, he signed an NDA. He signed a 
contractual commitment to never tell 
anybody about the horrible sexual as-
sault that he suffered. 

He lived with that grief, with that 
sorrow for the rest of what turned out 
to be his very short life. At age 28, Trey 
took his own life. TREY’S Law, which 
is named for him, is passed in the State 
of Texas; it has passed in numerous 
other States like Missouri and Ala-
bama. 

It very simply says that NDAs are 
not enforceable to silence a victim of 
child sexual assault, that you cannot 
enforce contractual right to tell a child 
who has experienced that assault: You 
may not speak; you have no voice. 

This legislation in the Senate was bi-
partisan. I authored it with Senator 
GILLIBRAND. It passed the Senate 100 to 
nothing. It is sitting in the House, and 
they have declined to move. 

I say to my friend from New Hamp-
shire, I am confident your legislation 
will pass and will pass the Senate as 
soon as the House ends its unreason-
able blockade against Senate bills. I 
am in active negotiation with their 
leadership to get that result. We will 
get that result before the end of the 
year. 

I hope we get that result soon. I 
would very much like to lift all these 
holds and pass important legislation 
the Senate has already passed. 

However, because the House has not 
yet made that agreement, I have no 
choice but to object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The Senator from New Hampshire. 
Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I appre-

ciate the efforts of the Senator from 
Texas to get legislation that we have 
passed here passed through the House 
of Representatives. 

But I think it is really critically im-
portant to understand that while he is 
in these negotiations, people’s identi-
ties are being stolen, people who need 
their Social Security benefits are going 
without as they try to navigate a com-
plex and outdated Social Security sys-
tem. 

It is high time that we pass this bill. 
I am disappointed that we weren’t able 
to send this bill to the President today. 
I understand the concerns of the Sen-
ator from Texas, but I really do think 
this is urgent for our people. I hope 
that my colleague from Texas and I 
can work together in a bipartisan way 
to get this over the finish line soon. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Texas. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today 

to speak about the critical need for dis-
aster relief in my home State of Texas 
for a Texas community that was dev-
astated by historic wildfires. I will 
seek to improve the pending Disaster 
Tax Relief Act being considered by the 
Senate to address that acute need in 
Texas. 

No doubt the current version pro-
vides relief that is also badly needed 
elsewhere. I would like to speak di-
rectly to the families of Spokane, WA, 
who have lost their homes, their liveli-
hoods, their sense of security. The peo-
ple of Texas stand with you, and we are 
profoundly grateful to the firefighters 
and first responders risking their lives 
to protect their neighbors. That is a 
pain families in Texas know all too 
well. 

In 2024, Texas witnessed truly hor-
rific wildfires. The Smokehouse Creek 
fire was the single largest wildfire in 
the history of the State of Texas. It 
killed two people. It burned more than 
1 million acres. It destroyed more than 
500 homes and businesses, and it killed 
approximately 15,000 cattle. 

The Windy Deuce fire was among the 
most destructive and fast-moving 
wildfires ever to strike the Texas Pan-
handle. It burned more than 140,000 
acres. Despite the horror and the de-
structiveness of these fires, they were 
not treated as qualified wildfire disas-
ters under Federal law. 

One result is that any relief pay-
ments are subject to Federal income 
taxes, which dramatically reduces the 
scope and effectiveness of the badly 
needed relief. Victims of other cata-
strophic wildfires do not incur such 
penalties on the relief they receive. 

Disaster relief is important. I am 
proud to support disaster relief. Ameri-
cans step in and help their fellow 
Americans in times of crisis. But dis-
aster relief must be fair. Disaster relief 
cannot demonstrate favoritism, choos-
ing some recipients as more worthy or 
luckier than others. 

My amendment does something very 
simple. It includes in this disaster re-
lief bill the worst wildfire in the his-
tory of the State of Texas. On any rea-
sonable argument on the merits, the 
Texas Panhandle wildfires deserve to 
be included. 

I would note also that the score of 
this provision is, in congressional 
terms, quite small: $31 million is what 
this addition costs. In this body, $31 
million is a sum that is usually too 
small even to be written down. More-
over, the House of Representatives and, 
in particular, the chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee has explic-
itly committed that if and when we add 
this disaster bill, that the House, in 
September when they return, will take 
it up and pass it. 

So this is the path, No. 1, to passing 
this disaster bill—which I very much 
want to do—but No. 2, to doing so in a 
way that does not unfairly leave out 
the Texans, the victims of the largest 
wildfire in the history of Texas. We 
have got to do both. 

And so I will now propound a unani-
mous consent request to take up and 
pass my amendment to the Doug 
LaMalfa Federal Disaster Tax Relief 
Certainty Act to designate the Smoke-
house Creek fire and the Windy Deuce 
fire as qualified wildfire disasters, en-
suring that relief payments to those af-
fected receive the same Federal tax 
treatment as victims of other qualified 
wildfires. 

I urge my colleagues to pass this 
commonsense amendment today so 
that Texans receive the same treat-
ment as other victims of wildfires. And 
I would note that if my colleagues 
choose not to accept the amendment, 
the alternative is going to be that 
nothing passes. That is not an alter-
native that is good for anybody, and so 
my hope is that common sense will pre-
vail. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Fi-
nance Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 5366, and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
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consideration. I further ask that the 
Cruz amendment at the desk be consid-
ered and agreed to; that the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed; and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. WYDEN. Reserving the right to 
object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Oregon. Mr. 
WYDEN. Mr. President, earlier this 
week my home State set a new dev-
astating record: Over 2 million acres in 
Oregon have burned in wildfires across 
our State this summer. That is the 
most in recorded history with 2 more 
months of fire season to go. Thousands 
of Oregonians have been under evacu-
ation orders or are preparing to be. Our 
whole State is blanketed in thick 
smoke, making for some of the worst 
air quality in the world. Many have 
lost their homes, their livestock, their 
businesses, and livelihoods. When you 
lose your home in a wildfire, the last 
thing you should be worried about is 
being hit by a massive tax bill. The bi-
partisan tax relief bill being considered 
on the bill today would give the people 
of my State affected by these blazes 
some peace of mind. It would lift a 
massive tax burden and deliver finan-
cial relief to every American impacted 
by a federally declared natural dis-
aster. 

It is going to get rid of a totally un-
fair tax on settlement payments and 
ensure disaster victims can deduct 
losses after disasters. 

This is an issue the Republicans cre-
ated under Donald Trump in 2017, but 
Senator CRUZ’ amendment would derail 
a bipartisan proposal entirely. His 
amendment threatens the lifeline as-
sistance in this bill for Americans that 
lose their home during a natural dis-
aster. 

The Senator from Texas has repeat-
edly opposed funding for federally de-
clared disasters like Hurricane Sandy. 
Now he comes to the floor to hold the 
bill hostage in order to send money to 
his State for his own priorities while 
Donald Trump holds up disaster fund-
ing for Oregon wildfire victims. 

The House has already passed this 
bill that was negotiated on a bipartisan 
basis. Now the Senate must do its job, 
and that is why I am offering up this 
version of legislation that has already 
passed through the House. 

So, Mr. President, therefore, I ask 
the Senator to modify his request so 
that the Finance Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
H.R. 5366 and the Senate proceed to its 
immediate consideration; further, that 
the bill be considered read a third time 
and passed, and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection to the modi-
fication? 

Mr. CRUZ. Reserving the right to ob-
ject. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. I would note that I agree 
with virtually every word that was said 
by the Senator from Oregon. I agree 
that this tax treatment taxing some-
one on a disaster relief settlement 
from, say, the power company that 
caused the fire—giving someone a big 
tax bill for that relief that they are en-
titled to, it is unfair; it is wrong. I am 
enthusiastic about passing this bill and 
passing it now. 

What I am not enthusiastic about is 
leaving thousands of Texans out be-
cause just like the citizens of Oregon 
who suffered devastating losses, just 
like the citizens of California, just like 
the citizens of Washington State who 
suffered devastating losses, there were 
also thousands upon thousands of Tex-
ans who suffered devastating losses. 
And my proposal is very simple: Let’s 
be fair. Let’s not exclude the Texans. 
Let’s provide the relief that is right 
and just to everyone who has been im-
pacted by these devastating wildfires. 

I will point out also the Senator from 
Oregon said there is an urgency to pass 
this. I want you to understand that— 
everyone watching—there are two 
paths that we can go down. One path is 
when I decline to make this modifica-
tion, the Senator from Oregon could 
say nothing, could just be quiet, and 
then the Presiding Officer would say, 
‘‘No objection is heard,’’ and this bill 
would pass the Senate with the Texans 
included so it would be fair. It would 
not be excluding people that are simi-
larly situated. It would be treating ev-
eryone fairly, and it would go to the 
House. 

The House will be back in September, 
and we have a commitment from the 
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the committee that has juris-
diction over this, to take this up and 
pass it. So if the Senator from Oregon 
chooses simply to say nothing, this bill 
moves on its way, and it is substan-
tially closer to being signed into law 
and giving actual relief to the victims 
of these wildfires. However, the other 
path—and folks in the Gallery should 
listen for two words the Senator from 
Oregon says, ‘‘I object.’’ What will hap-
pen is the bill dies. It doesn’t pass. The 
victims in Texas get no relief; the vic-
tims in Oregon get no relief; the vic-
tims in California get no relief; the vic-
tims in Washington State get no relief. 

I don’t understand why that is a good 
outcome. I think that is a terrible out-
come. But the Senator from Oregon has 
complete control over which of those 
two paths we go down. 

I will not modify my request. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The objection to the modification 
is heard. 

Is there objection to the original re-
quest? 

Mr. PADILLA. Reserving the right to 
object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from California. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, col-
leagues, this disaster bill, this disaster 

tax bill includes important bipartisan 
legislation that I introduced with Sen-
ators LUMMIS, WYDEN, and SHEEHY to 
extend a critical tax provision for dis-
aster survivors that we enacted into 
law last Congress. Two years ago, my 
Protect Innocent Victims of Taxation 
After Fire Act made an important up-
date to our Tax Code. 

It made sure that individuals, fami-
lies, and entire communities who suf-
fered from wildfires received the full 
compensation that they were awarded 
in courts to rebuild their lives. 

But, unfortunately, every year more 
devastating disasters take place, and 
so Congress must extend the same im-
portant financial protection to sur-
vivors of more recent wildfires. 

That is what the House-passed 
version of the bill would do. But to be 
clear, disaster settlement funds are not 
income. They are not a financial wind-
fall. They are certainly not winning 
the lottery. What they are is com-
pensation, partial compensation in 
most cases, for what has been lost. 

They are meant to give survivors an 
opportunity to begin to rebuild not 
just their homes but their lives. 

This bill is not just for my constitu-
ents in California that have been im-
pacted by the Eaton and Palisades fires 
11⁄2 years ago; it is also for those vic-
tims in Oregon and Hawaii and other 
communities across the country that 
have experienced similar disasters. 

Our bill would ensure that all recent 
wildfire victims throughout the coun-
try have access to the full value of 
their settlement without any unfair 
tax burden. It is common sense, and it 
is a bipartisan solution to protect 
Americans at the most difficult time of 
their lives. 

We should pass this legislation now. 
Let’s not keep survivors waiting, wor-
rying, and wondering about their finan-
cial future any longer. 

I want to thank Senators LUMMIS, 
WYDEN, and SHEEHY for their partner-
ship, as well as my colleague Rep-
resentative MIKE THOMPSON in the 
House for his steadfast leadership on 
this issue. 

I also want to recognize that the late 
Representative Doug LaMalfa was such 
a critical part of this effort. The House 
fittingly named this bill in his honor 
because it reflects the tireless leader-
ship he brought to these issues impact-
ing disaster-stricken communities 
throughout his career. He and I first 
served together in the California State 
Senate and then again here—he in the 
House; I in the Senate. 

I would urge all of our colleagues to 
support the House-passed version of the 
measure and allow survivors to begin 
to rebuild their lives without unneces-
sary fear or delay. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection to the original request? 
The Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. I object to the Cruz re-

quest, and I want to take note of the 
floor right now because our proposal 
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has bipartisan support on the floor this 
morning. In other words, talking about 
who has been trying to bring people to-
gether and the like, our proposal on 
this floor—the Senator from Florida, 
the Senator from California, the Sen-
ator from Oregon—is a bipartisan pro-
posal. The Senator from Texas is not 
on the floor with bipartisan support. 

I hope he will work with us over the 
course of the morning to get this 
worked out. 

That is why I object to the Cruz pro-
posal, and I object again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida. First off, I 

rise to recognize all my colleagues that 
have spoken about the importance of 
disaster relief, and I think we all want 
to make sure we help our States. Right 
now, I rise in support of the Doug 
LaMalfa Federal Disaster Tax Relief 
Certainty Act. 

Florida is no stranger to natural dis-
asters. As we speak, we are in the mid-
dle of hurricane season, which started 
June 1. When I was Governor, I wanted 
Florida to be the national model for 
disaster relief. We prioritized prepared-
ness, safety, and quick action. But 
once the storms pass, you know, like 
anyplace else, Florida is in the same 
position. Floridians had to rebuild. 
Families lost homes. Some lost every-
thing they had. 

When you are in that position, one of 
the worst moments of your entire life, 
you shouldn’t have to worry about a 
rising tax bill. That is why I helped 
lead this bipartisan bill and previous 
bills to provide not just Floridians but 
all Americans all across this country 
tax relief after disaster strikes, includ-
ing Texans and Oregonians. 

Our citizens need certainty when 
they are piecing their lives back to-
gether; they don’t need the government 
taking a cut of the money they need. 
This bill just gives certainty of nec-
essary tax relief to victims of natural 
disasters so they can focus on getting 
back on track and not worrying about 
the IRS. 

This bill is very critical to my State, 
but it is also about more than hurri-
canes. It is not just about hurricanes; 
this bill helps families affected by all 
natural disasters, including wildfires, 
tornadoes, earthquakes, and any other 
scenario that can be declared a Federal 
disaster. 

It is good for the entire country. It is 
a bipartisan bill, and it is a tribute to 
Doug LaMalfa, who passed away earlier 
this year. 

This passed the House unanimously 
earlier this year, so if we pass this 
today, it will become law. 

Americans don’t need extra worries 
when the worst happens, and we 
shouldn’t be an obstacle to their recov-
ery. By passing this bill, we will make 
it easier to rebuild the American 
dream when hardships strike. 

I am not going to give up. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with my 

colleagues, including with my friend 
from Texas, to get this bill across the 
finish line for every Floridian and 
every American. I recognize the issue 
he is dealing with, and I look forward 
to working with him to try to solve the 
issues Texans are looking at right now. 

I yield the floor 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

MOODY). The Senator from New Hamp-
shire. 

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 
Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I 

rise today to speak about a broken 
promise, a promise that the President 
made to the country when he took of-
fice. 

Time and again, the President prom-
ised that ‘‘starting on day one’’ of his 
administration, he would ‘‘end infla-
tion’’—his words. A year and a half 
into his term, it is clear that the Presi-
dent not only has broken his word but 
that he disdains the very notion that 
he should even try to make good on his 
pledge. 

Now, for the vast majority of Ameri-
cans of all ages and walks of life, of all 
political stripes, costs aren’t a partisan 
thing, and it is simply clear: It costs 
more to be an American with Donald 
Trump as President. 

Part of why I am speaking today is 
because, as a new Joint Economic Com-
mittee minority report details, Amer-
ican life has become more expensive 
under this administration. As of June, 
in my home State of New Hampshire, 
the average Granite State family has 
had to pay an additional $4,400 for 
goods and services since President 
Trump took office. This toll is exacted 
from virtually every part of everyday 
life. 

In Donald Trump’s America, when a 
person wakes up and starts their day, 
they now drink coffee that costs 
around $10 a pound, a 25-percent in-
crease since the President launched 
senseless trade wars, launched without 
the support of the American people. 

After they finish their coffee and 
drive to work or to drop their children 
off at school, they do so in a car that 
now costs more to fill up every time 
they stop at the pump. Each Granite 
State family has spent $596 more on 
gas, in fact, since President Trump 
launched his reckless, illegal war 
against Iran—a war he launched with-
out a plan to win. 

Now, let’s say our typical American 
has a doctor’s appointment that day. 
Assuming that they are able to afford 
health insurance, they will receive care 
covered by a plan which premiums rose 
as much as 50 percent under President 
Trump. Why? Because the President let 
Affordable Care Act insurance pre-
miums surge. 

And at the end of the day, the aver-
age Granite Stater returns to a house 
or an apartment that is also more ex-
pensive, as families in our State have 
so far spent $1,108 more on rent or 
mortgage payments since President 
Trump started his term—all because 
the President refuses to address our 
country’s housing crisis. 

And after my constituent gets home 
and goes to pick up her mail, she opens 
another electric bill. Electricity has 
gotten so expensive that people in New 
Hampshire have had to pay $194 more 
so far this year than last year because 
the President caused a worldwide en-
ergy crisis and canceled clean energy 
projects. 

Next on the list, my constituent goes 
into the kitchen to make dinner, 
where—you guessed it—the ingredients 
cost more than they did before Trump 
took office. Granite Staters paid $310 
more for groceries last year than they 
did the year before. 

So what has been the cost of the 
Trump Presidency, a Presidency where 
food, healthcare, gas, rent, and more 
have all become more expensive? The 
costs can be summed up by the figures 
in this report, but it can also be put 
more simply. For many in our country, 
the cost has been nothing less than see-
ing their chance at the American 
dream fade before their very eyes. 

A year and a half into his Presidency, 
my Republican colleagues are making 
excuse after excuse for the President’s 
failure to address the American peo-
ple’s basic needs. They need to stop— 
stop trying to advance the fiction that 
the President cares about lowering 
costs or perhaps is trying to lower 
costs but is getting some bad counsel 
from his advisers. If the President ac-
tually wanted to help the American 
people, he would listen to them. He 
would hear that this economy isn’t 
working for them and, for some, well, 
it is breaking them. If he cared, this 
man who was supposed to understand 
the economy, as well as the hopes and 
dreams of the American people, would 
acknowledge that he needs to take ac-
tion to lower costs. And even if he 
doesn’t care, if this President believed 
that, in America, Presidents are ac-
countable to the American people, he 
would be working to make life more af-
fordable. 

But this President neither cares nor 
thinks he is accountable to anyone 
other than himself and perhaps his bil-
lionaire backers. Just consider, he has 
attacked and dismissed anyone who 
says that there is a problem at all. He 
has called inflation a ‘‘hoax’’ and dis-
missed the cost-of-living crisis as—his 
words—‘‘made up.’’ He says this despite 
the fact that virtually every American 
of every political perspective—at least 
those who live outside the splendor of 
Mar-a-Lago—knows that American life 
has become more expensive under 
President Trump. 

So when the American people say 
that their costs have gone up and the 
President dismisses inflation as a 
‘‘hoax,’’ is he saying that American 
families are lying? Is he suggesting 
that they should not believe their own 
eyes, their own understanding of math, 
when they look at the numbers at the 
cash register or at the gas pump? Be-
cause it is one thing not to solve a 
problem for American families; it is 
quite another to essentially say that 
the American people are lying. 
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What have American families done, 

what have the people who gave the 
President the privilege of serving in 
the highest office in our country done 
to have their biggest challenge, their 
greatest anxiety and fear dismissed by 
the President as a ‘‘hoax’’? 

Should we be surprised that a Presi-
dent who incited a mob to storm the 
Capitol and tried to overturn the 
voices and votes of the American peo-
ple dismisses yet again what they have 
to say? Maybe the President would be 
more inclined to help the American 
people if they were a little less decent 
and a lot better connected. After all, 
this is President Trump’s Washington, 
and we know well who this President 
is. He will save one of his corrupt cam-
paign donors asking for a pardon, but 
he won’t lift a finger to save American 
families a dime on their groceries. 

And so I return to the President’s 
promise. When he sought our country’s 
highest office yet again, Donald Trump 
told the American people to put aside 
his corruption, his self-dealing, his 
poor character, his willingness to fan 
the flames of division and extremism, 
to forget the way he disrespects our 
veterans. He wanted us to even forget 
the attack on this Chamber, to forget 
the scars of the Capitol Police officers, 
forget all of this and more because he 
said he would bring down costs. 

And now he is dismissive and con-
temptuous of anyone who asks him to 
make good on his pledge. He even un-
dermines my Republican colleagues 
when they do try, in good faith, to 
lower costs. He actually threatened to 
block a bipartisan bill to bring down 
the cost of housing, a law that we were 
eventually able to pass. 

Now, Donald Trump has made him-
self very, very clear. His Presidency 
will be defined not by lowering costs 
for families but by raising monuments 
to himself. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. The 
American people, right now, want an 
American dream that they can afford, 
a dream that doesn’t belong just to a 
privileged few, a dream that is bigger 
than self-dealing, kickbacks, and self- 
enrichment schemes in the gilded 
rooms of Mar-a-Lago. The dreams of 
the American people aren’t focused on 
golden luxury trappings. Their dreams 
are less gilded than all of that, but 
they are also far more noble. 

Americans want their children to live 
better lives than they did; with qual-
ity, affordable healthcare that can help 
them rest easier at night; a decent edu-
cation for their children; a place to 
build not a gilded ballroom but a 
home—a home in a country where we 
don’t live fearing one another, divided 
over politics, but instead united as 
freedom-loving Americans who know 
that we are lucky to live in the great-
est country on Earth, who love this 
country too much to ever hate our fel-
low Americans and who won’t let the 
miracle of self-government die—not in 
the service of one man’s ego, not for 
anything. 

The American people want an Amer-
ica that is as good as this Nation’s 
promise. They deserve a President 
whose word is as good as our people. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
IRAN 

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, col-
leagues, the Trump administration has 
us stuck in a humiliating quagmire, a 
total deadlock in Iran. We are wasting 
billions of taxpayer dollars dropping 
bombs and firing missiles at Iran. 

Iran responds with escalation. They 
keep the strait closed. They attack our 
bases. They attack our allies in the re-
gion. The war just expands and expands 
and expands. 

In the last week, for instance, a new 
war is threatening to break out be-
tween Yemen and Saudi Arabia, which 
would likely result in the other strait 
at the bottom of the Red Sea being 
closed as well. 

Trump personally pays no price for 
this stalemate. His corruption 
schemes, his cryptocurrency, his in-
sider trading, the contracts to his sons, 
all of that has practically tripled his 
net worth in just 18 short months in of-
fice. 

No, the price of this war is being 
plainly paid, first and foremost, by our 
soldiers who are being put in harm’s 
way for a war that is making America 
weaker every day. 

They are getting killed. They are 
sustaining life-altering injuries. Many 
of our soldiers and sailors and airmen 
have been in the region far past their 
scheduled deployment. They haven’t 
seen their families in years. 

And, of course, American consumers 
are paying the price as well. Here is the 
most relevant chart. This is familiar to 
you. This is what gas prices were doing 
until the war. They are creeping back 
well above $4 a gallon right now. That 
is not affordable for regular Americans, 
especially Americans who have to trav-
el great distances for work, especially 
small business owners who rely on rea-
sonable gas prices in order to be able to 
make their bills work. 

Diesel prices are through the roof as 
well. Fertilizer prices are through the 
roof as well, all because of this war. No 
other reason—the war. The prices are 
this high because of the war. It is farm-
ers, it is small business owners, it is 
the American public who are paying 
the price—not Donald Trump. 

And so that is why the war is just 
wildly unpopular, like except for 
Trump’s sort of hard-line supporters, 
the folks who just don’t believe he can 
ever do anything wrong, nobody wants 
this war. If you are in a red State or a 
blue State, this war is deeply unpopu-
lar. The American public is smart; they 
are smarter than a lot of my colleagues 
give them credit for. They know a war 
with Iran is unwinnable. They don’t 
want America stuck again in a quag-
mire, a stalemate in the Middle East. 

So how does Trump handle this, a 
deeply unpopular war, a war that he is 

losing, a war that is driving up prices 
for the American public? Well, this is 
how he handles it: He gaslights. 

He tells lies. And the essential gas-
light is that: The war is about to end, 
don’t worry. Yes, it appears that there 
is no end. It appears that you are going 
to have to continue to pay these prices 
forever. It appears that America has no 
endgame, but, don’t worry, the war is 
about to end. 

And so I just want to go through this 
pattern with you because it is really 
important to talk about the fact that 
the White House is just not being 
straight with the American public 
about what is going on in this war. 

Over and over again the President de-
clares that the war is about to be over. 
He is not telling the truth. He nor-
mally declares that the war is about to 
be over on Sunday night or Monday 
morning, right before the markets 
open. But now that we are 6 months 
into this war, we can see the pattern. 

Let me go through it with you quick-
ly. On March 23, Trump announces a 
deal. I am just going to give you his 
quotes, these are his words. He says: 

The United States of America, and the 
country of Iran, have had, over the last two 
days, very good and productive conversa-
tions regarding a complete and total resolu-
tion of our hostilities in the Middle East. 

The market impact is immediate. 
That post sends oil prices tumbling 
nearly 11 percent, but there is no deal. 
He just made it up. Two days later, the 
U.S. military is back to conducting 
strikes. 

USS Abraham Lincoln continues flight op-
erations against military targets in Iran 
while sailing in regional waters. 

On March 30, Trump announces an-
other deal. This is Monday morning 
right before the markets open. He says: 

The United States of America is in serious 
discussions with A NEW, AND MORE REA-
SONABLE, REGIME to end— 

end— 
our Military Operations in Iran. 
Great progress has been made . . . 

One week later, there is no deal. The 
opposite. One week later, Trump posts 
that he is going to wipe out the entire 
civilization of Iran, ‘‘A whole civiliza-
tion will die tonight,’’ he posts, ‘‘never 
to be brought back again.’’ 

That is a war crime. The President is 
promising to kill millions of civilians. 
He tries to dial it back, but later on 
that same day he is back to announc-
ing a deal. 

Literally, ‘‘I am going to wipe out a 
whole civilization,’’ that morning. 

That night, on April 17, he says: 
We received a 10 point proposal from Iran, 

and believe it is a workable basis on which to 
negotiate . . . a two week period will allow 
the Agreement to be finalized and con-
summated. 

Five days later, there is no deal. 
Trump announces a resumption of the 
war with Iran. 

Now let’s fast-forward 10 days later 
to April 17. He posts that a deal with 
Iran is imminent. ‘‘THIS PROCESS 
SHOULD GO VERY QUICKLY . . . 
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MOST OF THE POINTS ARE AL-
READY NEGOTIATED,’’ he posts. 

Two days later, the strikes start 
again. On May 5, Trump says: 

Great Progress [being] made toward a 
Complete and Final Agreement [with the 
Representatives of Iran.] 

Complete is capitalized; final is cap-
italized; agreement is capitalized; rep-
resentatives is capitalized; Iran is cap-
italized. 

Two days later, the deal is off. Sur-
prise, surprise. Every time Trump an-
nounces a deal is imminent, it just dis-
appears. 

‘‘U.S. forces intercepted unprovoked 
Iranian attacks and responded with 
self-defense strikes,’’ CENTCOM an-
nounces 2 days later. 

On May 25, right before the markets 
open: A deal is imminent. 

Negotiations with the Islamic Republic of 
Iran are proceeding nicely! 

Right before the markets open. That 
same day the U.S. military conducts 
strikes on Iran: 

U.S. forces conducted self-defense strikes 
in southern Iran today to protect troops 
from threats posed by Iranian forces. 

Next Monday, right before the mar-
kets open, Trump posts: 

Iran really wants to make a deal, and it 
will be a good one . . . 

Just sit back and relax, it will work out 
well in the end—It always does! 

How is this working out well for the 
American public? How is that working 
out well for the American public? The 
next day there is no deal. The United 
States conducts strikes against Iran. 

On June 17, Trump actually signs the 
deal, but it is not a real deal. He does 
this whole pomp and circumstance 
signing ceremony in Versailles. That 
deal was negotiated by diplomatic 
amateurs. There was nothing actually 
agreed to. There were words on a page, 
but from the literal moment the ink 
was dry, nobody could explain what 
they had agreed to. Most significantly, 
Iran thought that the agreement obli-
gated Israel to stop its military oper-
ations in Lebanon. Israel did not agree 
to that. 

Iran thought that it had been given 
control of the strait in that agreement; 
apparently the American delegation 
didn’t think they made that conces-
sion. 

Anyway, that agreement lasts 10 
days. On June 27, Trump posts that 
strikes on Iran have resumed. 

Let’s just fast-forward to the last 
week because Trump is doing it again. 
On August 1, Trump posts—I am not 
sure that I transcribed this wrong or 
not, but it looks like it says: 

[T]he [perimeters] of a deal has been 
agreed to. 

I will give him credit he said param-
eters. 

‘‘[T]he parameters of a deal have been 
agreed to,’’ on August 1. 

On August 2, ‘‘The deal is imminent, 
having to do with the [Strait of 
Hormuz] and also, ultimately, the 
denuclearization of Iran.’’ 

The deal is imminent on the 
denuclearization of Iran. 

August 4, just a night or two ago, 
Trump tells Fox News: 

We’re having very good discussions. 

Meanwhile, there were reports that 
Iran isn’t even talking to the United 
States. Trump is saying a deal on the 
denuclearization of Iran is imminent, 
and Iran is saying: We are not even in 
the room. 

I mean, we should not accept this 
level of gaslighting. The word of the 
President has to matter. Over and over 
again on 11 different instances, Trump 
says: A deal is about to happen, don’t 
worry; the war is about to be over. 

There is no deal. None of it is real, 
these promises. I wish it were real. I 
want to be clear about that. I want the 
war to end. I would basically support 
any agreement at this point to end this 
war. 

I was glad that the President got a 
cease-fire, but I could tell by the terms 
it wasn’t going to last. It wasn’t a real 
agreement. But at this point, many of 
us are willing to support almost any 
agreement. It will be a humiliating 
agreement. It will be one in which Iran 
will essentially declare victory. 

But this war is a disaster. America is 
losing. Consumers can’t afford to pay 
these prices. Businesses are going 
under. 

We had a record of farm bankruptcies 
in the last year. We look like a laugh-
ingstock, and we are running out of 
munitions. We don’t have what we need 
to protect ourselves anymore. 

Reports are that we have gone 
through half of our Tomahawks. Our 
allies in the region have fired 70 to 80 
percent of their Patriot missiles. This 
is a crisis. It has to end. 

But maybe there is an explanation 
for why Trump continues to do this 
gaslighting, particularly right before 
the markets open. 

Trump announced now a week or so 
ago that if you pay him $100,000 a 
month, he will give you advance notice 
of American foreign policy decisions. 

I don’t understand why that is ac-
ceptable to anybody in this Chamber. If 
you pay Donald Trump $100,000, he will 
give you advance notice of America’s 
foreign policy decisions. 

If we are about to sign a peace trea-
ty, and you give him $100,000 a month, 
he will give you advance notice of that. 
If strikes are going to resume against 
Iran, if you pay him $100,000 a month, 
he will give you advance notice of that. 
That is a subscription service for in-
sider trading, and it is unquestionably 
lucrative. 

On August 1, Trump posts that a deal 
is imminent. Remember, people still 
take him seriously. Not everybody 
knows about this history of 
gaslighting. 

On August 1, Trump says that a deal 
is imminent, and the market impact is 
immediate. Oil prices fall by 5 percent 
right as the markets open. 

The next day, right before the mar-
kets open, Trump says again ‘‘The deal 
is imminent’’—another 5 percent drop. 

And so you see how his statements 
move the market, and you can see how 
if you get advance notice of those 
statements, even by a few seconds, you 
can capitalize on that market move-
ment. You know that if Trump says a 
deal is imminent and the markets are 
going to move 5 percent and you pay 
$100,000 to Donald Trump to get that 
information early, you can make a 
boatload of money. 

And so maybe the war continues be-
cause Trump has found a way to mone-
tize the war in a disgustingly corrupt 
way. I get that at some point we be-
come immune to all of this, but can 
any of my Republican colleagues de-
fend the President selling announce-
ments from the White House for 
$100,000 a month in the middle of a 
war? 

Is any Republican Senator willing to 
come down to this floor and defend the 
President of the United States setting 
up a subscription service for public pol-
icy announcements from the White 
House so as to advantage certain play-
ers in the marketplace who are willing 
to pay that amount of money? 

Of course not. And if you know in 
your heart that it is corrupt, that it is 
wrong, then you should say something 
about it because the war might be con-
tinuing—not just because of incom-
petence but because the President has 
found a way to make money. More peo-
ple are going to pay him $100,000 for 
these announcements in the middle of 
a war. Frankly, people would be willing 
to pay it absent a war, but he will 
make more money during a war be-
cause his announcements clearly move 
the markets in the middle of a very 
complicated conflict where the deci-
sions of the U.S. Government imme-
diately change oil markets. 

The reason this war is dragging on 
endlessly—it does matter, and my col-
leagues should care about Trump’s in-
sider trading subscription scheme. It is 
just so discouraging that nobody on 
the other side of the aisle says any-
thing about this when the credibility of 
the White House and of our country is 
just getting destroyed and sullied. But 
my Republican colleagues should also 
care that the war is being waged with 
a level of embarrassing incompetence 
that is making America weaker, that is 
getting us nowhere. 

This body works best when the Presi-
dent’s party stands up to him and says 
‘‘enough,’’ whether it is corruption or 
incompetence. That is what Johnson’s 
party did during the Vietnam war. It is 
actually what the Democratic Party 
did with President Obama during the 
late stages of the Afghanistan war 
when many of us decided that America 
had to withdraw and opposed President 
Obama’s party. It is what many of us 
did here during the early stages of the 
war in Yemen that President Obama 
was bringing the American military 
into. Many of us opposed it, got up on 
this floor and explained why we op-
posed it. 

Republicans can do that too. You can 
say that this war has to end. You can 
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say that the President should never 
ever personally benefit from a conflict 
overseas. You can say that the Presi-
dent of the United States should not 
sell access to White House statements. 
It would make a big difference for our 
democracy and for the American peo-
ple, who are paying through the nose 
for the cost of this war, if you did. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LUM-

MIS). The Senator from Florida. 
TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY RAYMOND TELLEZ FERRIOL 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, 
today, I have the honor of rising in rec-
ognition of a true Florida hero. 

I know we hear a lot these days about 
entire political parties adopting plat-
forms that want to defund and abolish 
the police, but in Florida, we do it a 
different way—an entirely different 
way. In fact, we watch what other 
crazy places are doing, and we just do 
the opposite, and it has worked out 
quite well. 

One of my favorite parts of my job as 
a U.S. Senator now, after having been 
the Florida attorney general and hav-
ing worked with law enforcement for 
many, many years, is to spotlight Flor-
ida’s brave law enforcement heroes 
when they do something uniquely he-
roic. It shows why a free society oper-
ating under the rule of law has to have 
brave men and women to answer a call 
and stand on a line to bravely serve us. 
Today, it is an honor to recognize Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Ray-
mond Tellez Ferriol with the Florida’s 
Finest Award. 

Earlier this year, Deputy Tellez 
Ferriol saved the lives of three young 
girls. 

Many people know Florida is a penin-
sula. We are surrounded by the ocean. 
On this particular day, there was a rip 
current that was very close to shore. If 
you have lived in Florida for any time 
or even if you have traveled to Florida, 
you know that rip currents can be in-
credibly deadly, pulling even expert 
swimmers out to sea very quickly. 

On this day, it was supposed to be a 
time of fun in the Sun, but it almost 
turned deadly when three young girls 
got caught in a very strong rip current 
and were struggling to stay above 
water and get back to shore. 

Deputy Tellez Ferriol was on patrol 
in full uniform, just going about his 
day protecting Floridians. He heard by-
standers screaming for help. He imme-
diately ran over, and without hesi-
tation, he went into the water to res-
cue these three young girls. He grabbed 
flotation devices and started swim-
ming. Thankfully, he was able to get 
them back to shore safely, as in this 
area, the strong rip current was really 
pushing all of them out. It was because 
of his bravery and his quick thinking 
that these girls are still alive. 

While this instance had a happy end-
ing, it is worth reminding Floridians 
and everyone heading to Florida—and 
we know there are many moving to 
Florida. It doesn’t matter where I go in 
the Nation; someone I talked to just 

had a family member move to my 
home State and is one of my new con-
stituents. But it is always important to 
remind everyone who lives in Florida 
or who visits our State’s beaches of the 
hidden dangers of rip currents. There 
have already been eight confirmed 
deaths due to rip currents since the 
start of this year in Florida. So we al-
ways advise folks to swim with a part-
ner, to consider swimming when there 
is a lifeguard on duty, and to identify 
and know what each beach warning 
flag means. 

But today is about recognizing Dep-
uty Tellez Ferriol. He was there that 
day because he was serving his commu-
nity as a guardian, as someone who 
signed up to put his safety behind the 
safety of others. 

I, for one, am incredibly honored and 
incredibly thankful that there are peo-
ple like Deputy Tellez Ferriol and oth-
ers who answer the call so bravely to 
serve others as their profession. Law 
enforcement officers do so much every 
day to keep us safe, and it is always 
such a joy to highlight those who show 
exceptional bravery and save lives. 

Today, I recognize one of Florida’s 
finest, Lee County Sheriff’s Office Dep-
uty Raymond Tellez Ferriol. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

USMMA ATHLETICS ACT OF 2026 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 434, S. 3266. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3266) to support the athletic pro-

grams of the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
the part printed in italic, as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘USMMA Ath-
letics Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. SUPPORT FOR ATHLETIC PROGRAMS OF 

THE UNITED STATES MERCHANT MA-
RINE ACADEMY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 513 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘§ 51329. Support for athletic programs of the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy 
‘‘(a) CORPORATION FOR SUPPORT AUTHOR-

IZED.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Transpor-

tation may establish, in accordance with the 
laws of the State of New York, a corporation (in 
this section referred to as the ‘corporation’) to 
support the athletic programs of the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy. 

‘‘(2) OWNERSHIP.—All stock of the corporation 
shall be owned by the United States and held in 
the name of, and subject to be voted by, the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(3) PURPOSE.—The corporation shall operate 
exclusively for charitable, educational, and civic 
purposes to support the athletic programs of the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy. 

‘‘(b) CORPORATE ORGANIZATION.—The cor-
poration shall be organized and operated— 

‘‘(1) as a nonprofit corporation under section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 

‘‘(2) in accordance with this section; and 
‘‘(3) pursuant to the laws of the State of New 

York, its articles of incorporation, and its by-
laws. 

‘‘(c) CORPORATE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.— 
‘‘(1) LIMITATION ON COMPENSATION.—The 

members of the board of directors of the corpora-
tion shall serve without compensation as mem-
bers of the board, except for reasonable travel 
and other related expenses for attendance at 
meetings of the board. 

‘‘(2) DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION EM-
PLOYEE MEMBERSHIP.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may author-
ize employees of the Department of Transpor-
tation to serve, in their official capacities, as 
members of the board of directors of the corpora-
tion— 

‘‘(i) for the sole purpose of providing oversight 
and advice to, and in coordination with, the 
corporation; and 

‘‘(ii) who may not participate in the day-to- 
day operations of the corporation. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—Employees serving as a 
member of the board of directors pursuant to an 
authorization under subparagraph (A) may not 
hold more than one-third of the directorships. 

‘‘(C) APPLICABILITY OF LIMITATION ON COM-
PENSATION.—An employee serving as a member 
of the board of directors shall be subject to the 
limitation on compensation under paragraph 
(1). 

‘‘(D) PUBLICATION IN FEDERAL REGISTER.—The 
Secretary shall publish in the Federal Register 
an authorization under subparagraph (A) of an 
employee of the Department of Transportation 
to participate as a member of the board of direc-
tors. 

‘‘(d) CONTRACTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter 
the corporation into contracts and cooperative 
agreements for the purpose of supporting the 
athletic programs of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy. 

‘‘(2) SOLE-SOURCE CONTRACTS.—Notwith-
standing section 3105 of title 41, United States 
Code, a contract or cooperative agreement en-
tered into under paragraph (1) may be a sole- 
source contract, subject to section 3304(a) of 
such title. 

‘‘(3) ACQUISITIONS.—Notwithstanding chapter 
63 of title 31, United States Code, a cooperative 
agreement under this section may be used to ac-
quire property, services, or travel for the direct 
benefit or use of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy. 

‘‘(e) LEASES.—For the purpose of supporting 
the athletic programs of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy, in consultation with 
the Administrator of General Services, the Sec-
retary may rent or lease to the corporation any 
real property located at the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy— 

‘‘(1) under such terms and conditions as are 
deemed advisable; 
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‘‘(2) for a period not exceeding 5 years; 
‘‘(3) so long as such real property is not re-

quired for immediate use by the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy; and 

‘‘(4) so long as all proceeds from such rental 
or lease be retained and expended in accordance 
with subsection (j). 

‘‘(f) SUPPORT SERVICES.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—To the extent required by a 

contract or cooperative agreement under sub-
section (d), the Secretary may provide support 
services to the corporation while the corporation 
conducts support activities at the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy only if the Secretary 
determines that the provision of such services is 
essential for the support of the athletic pro-
grams of the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy. 

‘‘(2) NO LIABILITY OF THE UNITED STATES.— 
The provision of support services under para-
graph (1) may not result in any liability for the 
United States to the corporation. 

‘‘(3) SUPPORT SERVICES DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘support services’ includes util-
ities, office furnishings and equipment, commu-
nications services, records staging and 
archiving, audio and video support, and secu-
rity systems, in conjunction with the leasing or 
licensing of property. 

‘‘(g) TRANSFERS FROM NONAPPROPRIATED 
FUND OPERATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), the Secretary may, subject to the ac-
ceptance of the corporation, transfer to the cor-
poration all title to and ownership of the assets 
and liabilities of the Department of Transpor-
tation nonappropriated fund instrumentality, 
the function of which includes providing sup-
port for the athletic programs of the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy, including 
bank accounts and financial reserves in the ac-
counts of such fund instrumentality, equipment, 
supplies, and other personal property. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—In making a transfer under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary may not transfer 
any interest in real property. 

‘‘(h) ACCEPTANCE OF SUPPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

1342 of title 31, United States Code, the Sec-
retary may accept from the corporation funds, 
supplies, and services for the support of the ath-
letic programs of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy. 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYEES OF THE CORPORATION.—For 
purposes of this section, employees or personnel 
of the corporation are not employees of the 
United States. 

‘‘(3) FUNDS RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES.— 
The Secretary may charge fees for the support 
of athletic programs of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy. To support the athletic 
programs of the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, the Secretary may accept funds from 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association, 
funds from athletic conferences, game guaran-
tees from other educational institutions, fees for 
ticketing and licensing, and any other consider-
ation provided incidental to the execution of the 
athletic programs of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy. 

‘‘(4) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall ensure 
that contributions under this subsection and ex-
penditure of funds pursuant to subsection (j) do 
not— 

‘‘(A) reflect unfavorably on the ability of the 
Department of Transportation, or any employee 
of the Department of Transportation, to carry 
out any responsibility or duty of the Depart-
ment in a fair and objective manner; or 

‘‘(B) compromise the integrity or appearance 
of integrity of any program of the Department 
of Transportation, or any individual involved in 
such a program. 

‘‘(i) TRADEMARKS AND SERVICE MARKS.— 
‘‘(1) LICENSING, MARKETING, AND SPONSORSHIP 

AGREEMENTS.—Subject to paragraph (2), a con-
tract or cooperative agreement under subsection 
(d) may, consistent with section 109(h)(2) of title 

49, United States Code, include an authoriza-
tion for the corporation to enter into licensing, 
marketing, and sponsorship agreements (subject 
to the approval of the Secretary) relating to 
trademarks and service marks identifying the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.—The corporation may not 
enter into any licensing, marketing, or sponsor-
ship agreement pursuant to authority provided 
under paragraph (1) that— 

‘‘(A) may reflect unfavorably on the ability of 
the Department of Transportation, or any em-
ployee of the Department of Transportation, to 
carry out any responsibility or duty of the De-
partment in a fair and objective manner; or 

‘‘(B) the Secretary determines involves the use 
of trademarks or service marks that would com-
promise the integrity or appearance of integrity 
of any program of the Department of Transpor-
tation or any individual involved in such a pro-
gram. 

‘‘(j) RETENTION AND USE OF FUNDS.—Funds 
received by the Secretary under this section may 
be retained for use to support the athletic pro-
grams of the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy and shall remain available until ex-
pended.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 513 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: Chapter 513 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended 

‘‘51329. Support for athletic programs of United 
States Merchant Marine Acad-
emy.’’. 

(c) LICENSING AUTHORITY.—Section 109(h) of 
title 49, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(3) LICENSING OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY.— 
‘‘(A) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may license 

trademarks and service marks owned or con-
trolled by the Secretary with respect to the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy and 
may retain and expend fees received from such 
licensing in accordance with this paragraph. 

‘‘(B) DESIGNATED MARKS.—The Secretary shall 
designate the trademarks and service marks 
with respect to which the Secretary will exercise 
the authority to retain licensing fees under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(C) USE OF FEES.—The Secretary shall use 
fees retained under this paragraph for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

‘‘(i) For payment of costs incurred by the Sec-
retary of securing trademark registrations and 
of operating the licensing program under this 
paragraph. 

‘‘(ii) For support of athletic programs and re-
cruiting activities of the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary, to the extent (if any) that the total 
amount of the licensing fees available under this 
section for a fiscal year exceed the total amount 
needed for such fiscal year under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(D) AVAILABILITY.—Fees received in a fiscal 
year and retained under this paragraph shall be 
available until expended. 

‘‘(E) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph, the 
terms ‘trademark’ and ‘service mark’ have the 
meanings given such terms, respectively, in sec-
tion 45 of the Act of July 5, 1946 (commonly re-
ferred to as the ‘Trademark Act of 1946’; 15 
U.S.C. 1127). 

‘‘(F) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of the USMMA Athletics 
Act of 2026, the Secretary shall issue guidance to 
implement a trademark and service mark licens-
ing program under this paragraph.’’. 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment 
be agreed to; that the bill, as amended, 
be considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 3266), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

SPACE COMMERCE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ACT 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 198, S. 434. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 434) to establish the Commercial 

Space Activity Advisory Committee, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
the part printed in italic, as follows: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Space Commerce 
Advisory Committee Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 

the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the 
Office of Space Commerce. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each of 
the several States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and any other com-
monwealth, territory, or possession of the 
United States. 

(3) UNITED STATES ENTITY.—The term ‘‘United 
States entity’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a national of the 
United States (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a))); and 

(B) a nongovernmental entity organized or ex-
isting under, and subject to, the laws of the 
United States or a State. 
SEC. 3. COMMERCIAL SPACE ACTIVITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall establish a Commercial Space 
Activity Advisory Committee (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be com-

posed of 15 members appointed by the Secretary. 
(2) QUALIFICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be com-

posed of representatives from a variety of space 
policy, engineering, technical, science, legal, 
academic, and finance fields who have signifi-
cant experience in the commercial space indus-
try, which may include previous Government ex-
perience. 

(B) LIMITATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in clause 

(i), the Secretary may not appoint as a member 
of the Committee any employee or official of the 
Federal Government. 

(ii) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may appoint 
as a member of the Committee a special govern-
ment employee (as defined in section 202(a) of 
title 18, United States Code) who serves on 1 or 
more other Federal advisory committees. 
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(3) TERM.—Each individual appointed as a 

member of the Committee— 
(A) shall be appointed for a term of not more 

than 4 years; and 
(B) during the 2-year period beginning on the 

date on which such term ends, may not serve as 
a member of the Committee. 

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee shall 
be— 

(1) to advise on the status and recent develop-
ments of nongovernmental space activities; 

(2) to provide to the Secretary and Congress 
recommendations on the manner in which the 
United States may facilitate and promote a safe, 
sustainable, robust, competitive, and innovative 
commercial sector that is investing in, devel-
oping, and conducting space activities within 
the jurisdiction of the Department of Commerce, 
including through the development and imple-
mentation of any regulatory framework applica-
ble to the commercial space industry; 

(3) to identify, and provide recommendations 
in response to, any challenge faced by the 
United States commercial sector relating to— 

(A) the application of international obliga-
tions of the United States relevant to commercial 
space sector activities in outer space; 

(B) export controls that affect the commercial 
space sector; 

(C) harmful interference with commercial 
space sector activities in outer space; and 

(D) access to adequate, predictable, and reli-
able radio frequency spectrum; 

(4) to review existing best practices for United 
States entities to avoid— 

(A) the harmful contamination of the Moon 
and other celestial bodies; and 

(B) adverse changes in the environment of the 
Earth resulting from the introduction of extra-
terrestrial matter; and 

(5) to provide information, advice, and rec-
ommendations on matters relating to— 

(A) United States commercial space sector ac-
tivities in outer space; and 

(B) other commercial space sector activities, as 
the Committee considers necessary. 

(d) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall termi-
nate on the date that is 10 years after the date 
on which the Committee is established. 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment 
be withdrawn; that the Peters sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
considered read a third time and 
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn. 

The amendment (No. 6748) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Space Com-
merce Advisory Committee Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Commerce, acting 
through the Office of Space Commerce. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
of the several States of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 

and any other commonwealth, territory, or 
possession of the United States. 

(3) UNITED STATES ENTITY.—The term 
‘‘United States entity’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a national of the 
United States (as defined in section 101(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a))); and 

(B) a nongovernmental entity organized or 
existing under, and subject to, the laws of 
the United States or a State. 
SEC. 3. COMMERCIAL SPACE ACTIVITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall establish a Commer-
cial Space Activity Advisory Committee (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of 15 members appointed by the 
Secretary. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of representatives from a variety 
of space policy, engineering, technical, 
science, legal, academic, and finance fields 
who have significant experience in the com-
mercial space industry, which may include 
previous Government experience. 

(B) LIMITATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the Secretary may not appoint as 
a member of the Committee any employee or 
official of the Federal Government. 

(ii) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may ap-
point as a member of the Committee a spe-
cial government employee (as defined in sec-
tion 202(a) of title 18, United States Code) 
who serves on 1 or more other Federal advi-
sory committees. 

(3) TERM.—Each individual appointed as a 
member of the Committee— 

(A) shall be appointed for a term of not 
more than 4 years; and 

(B) during the 2-year period beginning on 
the date on which such term ends, may not 
serve as a member of the Committee. 

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee 
shall be— 

(1) to advise on the status and recent de-
velopments of nongovernmental space activi-
ties; 

(2) to provide to the Secretary and Con-
gress recommendations on the manner in 
which the United States may facilitate and 
promote a safe, sustainable, robust, competi-
tive, and innovative commercial sector that 
is investing in, developing, and conducting 
space activities within the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Commerce, including through 
the development and implementation of any 
regulatory framework applicable to the com-
mercial space industry; 

(3) to identify, and provide recommenda-
tions in response to, any challenge faced by 
the United States commercial sector relat-
ing to— 

(A) the application of international obliga-
tions of the United States relevant to com-
mercial space sector activities in outer 
space; 

(B) export controls that affect the commer-
cial space sector; 

(C) harmful interference with commercial 
space sector activities in outer space; and 

(D) access to adequate, predictable, and re-
liable radio frequency spectrum; 

(4) to review existing best practices for 
United States entities to avoid— 

(A) the harmful contamination of the 
Moon and other celestial bodies; and 

(B) adverse changes in the environment of 
the Earth resulting from the introduction of 
extraterrestrial matter; and 

(5) to provide information, advice, and rec-
ommendations on matters relating to— 

(A) United States commercial space sector 
activities in outer space; and 

(B) other commercial space sector activi-
ties, as the Committee considers necessary. 

(d) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall 
terminate on the date that is 10 years after 
the date on which the Committee is estab-
lished. 

The bill (S. 434), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR EN BLOC—S. 5271 and H.R. 
7008 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
understand that there are two bills at 
the desk due for a second reading en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

The clerk will read the bills by title 
for a second time en bloc. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 5271) to amend the Help America 

Vote Act of 2002 to require voters to provide 
photo identification. 

A bill (H.R. 7008) to amend chapter 131 of 
title 5 to require certain restrictions on 
stocks for Members of Congress and their 
spouses and dependents, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, in 
order to place the bills on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I 
would object to further proceeding en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be 
placed on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Mrs. MOODY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The Senator from Maine. 

f 

KAY HAGAN TICK 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I will 
soon ask that the Senate pass S. 2398, 
the Kay Hagan Tick Reauthorization 
Act. The Tick Act was approved by the 
Senate HELP Committee more than a 
year ago with strong bipartisan sup-
port. 

I am proud to have authorized the 
original Tick Act in 2019 with my col-
league Senator TINA SMITH. Our bipar-
tisan legislation strengthens Federal 
efforts to confront the alarming public 
health threat posed by Lyme disease 
and other tick-borne illnesses. 

The Tick Act essentially has three 
parts: First, it reauthorizes funding for 
the CDC’s four Centers of Excellence in 
Vector-Borne Diseases; second, it ex-
tends grants to State and local public 
health departments to help them treat, 
test for, and conduct public education 
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campaigns about ticks and other vec-
tor-borne diseases; and, third, it re-
quires HHS to implement its national 
strategy to combat vector-borne dis-
eases. 

Our bill is named after our former 
colleague Senator Kay Hagan. Kay, 
with whom I had the pleasure of serv-
ing, passed away in October of 2019 at 
the age of 66 from complications of a 
deadly tick-borne illness known as the 
Powassan virus. It is my hope that re-
authorizing the Tick Act will help pre-
vent future tragedies such as this one. 

Tick-borne diseases are a major pub-
lic health concern, and the incidents 
have exploded over the past 20 years. 
Each year, the State of Maine has hit 
a new record high in the number of 
cases of Lyme disease. Last year, 
Maine reported 4,257 cases. Undoubt-
edly, that understates the number of 
cases because many are not reported. 
But that amount alone is more than 
double the number of cases reported in 
my home State just 6 years ago. Cur-
rent projections show that 2026 will yet 
again be a record-setting year. This is 
a record that we do not want to set. 

The Lewiston Sun Journal reported 
just last week that every community 
in Maine’s Franklin County faces a 
high risk of tick encounters for this 
season. Nevertheless, I am encouraged 
that we are making progress, and we 
have made progress in the 6 years since 
this law was first enacted. 

For example, a clinical trial for a 
Lyme disease vaccine is underway 
right now at the MaineHealth Institute 
for Research. It has always struck me, 
as I run, that every year my beloved 
Labrador retriever can get a vaccine 
for tick diseases and yet we cannot—we 
humans cannot—and I am hoping this 
clinical trial will be successful, and it 
will make a real difference. 

Reauthorizing the Kay Hagan Tick 
Act would allow crucial projects, such 
as that research and others across the 
United States and public education 
campaigns—which are so important in 
teaching people what to do if they have 
a tick bite—that will all be allowed to 
continue. 

I want to thank Senator SMITH for 
partnering with me on this reauthor-
ization, and I would note that we have 
21 bipartisan cosponsors. I urge all of 
my colleagues to support this life-
saving legislation. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 154, S. 2398. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2398) to reauthorize the Kay 
Hagan Tick Act, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions with an amendment to strike all 
after the enacting clause and insert the 
part printed in italics, as follows: 

S. 2398 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Kay Hagan 
Tick Reauthorization Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF PROGRAMS. 

(a) NATIONAL STRATEGY AND REGIONAL CEN-
TERS OF EXCELLENCE IN VECTOR-BORNE DIS-
EASES.—Section 317U of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 247b–23) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the Tick-Borne Dis-
ease Working Group established under section 
2062 of the 21st Century Cures Act (42 U.S.C. 
284s) and other individuals, as appropriate’’ 
and inserting ‘‘appropriate individuals’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘in coordina-
tion with’’ and inserting ‘‘acting through’’; and 

(3) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘2021 through 
2025’’ and inserting ‘‘2026 through 2030’’. 

(b) ENHANCED SUPPORT TO ASSIST HEALTH DE-
PARTMENTS IN ADDRESSING VECTOR-BORNE DIS-
EASES.—Section 2822(c) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh–32(c)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2021 through 2025’’ and inserting 
‘‘2026 through 2030’’. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment 
be considered and agreed to and that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, was 
agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Ms. COLLINS. I know of no further 
debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the bill? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 2398), as amended, was 
passed. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado. 

f 

DEONDRA DIXON INCLUDE 
PROJECT ACT OF 2026 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President, 
I ask unanimous consent for the Sen-
ate to pass S. 1838, the DeOndra Dixon 
INCLUDE Project Act. 

Thousands of Americans live with 
Down syndrome, and yet research has 
been underfunded for decades. 

In 2017, Congress encouraged the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, the NIH, to 
launch the INCLUDE Project—an ef-
fort to make groundbreaking discov-
eries about conditions that dispropor-
tionately affect people with Down syn-
drome, like Alzheimer’s disease. 

The INCLUDE Project brings to-
gether multiple NIH institutes under a 
coordinated approach that is already 
delivering significant scientific discov-
eries as well as new treatments. 

The bipartisan, bicameral DeOndra 
Dixon INCLUDE Project Act will offi-
cially authorize the INCLUDE Project 
into law. 

The bill will ensure that Congress 
and the American people have visi-
bility into the scientific breakthroughs 
that are so needed for this community. 
The INCLUDE Project is already yield-
ing significant scientific results, and 
Colorado is at the core of these sci-
entific advances. 

Today, Colorado is proudly home to 
the world’s leading Down syndrome ad-
vocacy, research, and medical care 
partners at the Global Down Syndrome 
Foundation, the Linda Crnic Institute 
for Down Syndrome, the Alzheimer’s 
and Cognition Center, and the Sie Cen-
ter at Children’s Hospital Colorado. 

We need to make sure that improving 
health outcomes for individuals with 
Down syndrome remains a priority and 
do so in honor of DeOndra Dixon, an 
extraordinary person who was an advo-
cate leaving a legacy that will help im-
prove lives for generations. 

This bill has support on both sides of 
the aisle, including Senators JERRY 
MORAN and CORY BOOKER and Rep-
resentatives DIANA DEGETTE and RICH-
ARD HUDSON. We also thank Senators 
BENNET, PADILLA, CAPITO, COONS, VAN 
HOLLEN, and OSSOFF for their support. 

We are determined to get this bill 
across the finish line for DeOndra and 
for the thousands of Americans who 
will see their lives improve for the bet-
ter by this critical research. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged and the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 1838. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1838) to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to carry out a 
program of research, training, and investiga-
tion related to Down syndrome, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the 
Hickenlooper substitute amendment at 
the desk be agreed to and that the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 6751), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DeOndra 
Dixon INCLUDE Project Act of 2026’’. 
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SEC. 2. DEONDRA DIXON INCLUDE PROJECT. 

Part B of title IV of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 409K. DOWN SYNDROME RESEARCH. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of NIH 
shall carry out a program of research, train-
ing, and investigation related to Down syn-
drome to be known as the ‘INvestigation of 
Co-occurring conditions across the Lifespan 
to Understand Down syndromE Project’ or 
the ‘INCLUDE Project’. 

‘‘(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The program 
under subsection (a) shall include— 

‘‘(1) high-risk, high-reward research on the 
effects of trisomy 21 on human development 
and health; 

‘‘(2) promoting research for participants 
with Down syndrome across the lifespan, in-
cluding cohort studies to facilitate improved 
understanding of Down syndrome and co-oc-
curring conditions and development of new 
interventions; 

‘‘(3) expanding the number of clinical trials 
that are inclusive of, or expressly for, par-
ticipants with Down syndrome, including 
novel biomedical and pharmacological inter-
ventions and other therapies designed to pro-
mote or enhance activities of daily living; 

‘‘(4) research on the biological mechanisms 
in individuals with Down syndrome per-
taining to structural, functional, and behav-
ioral anomalies and dysfunction as well as 
stunted growth; 

‘‘(5) supporting research to improve diag-
nosis and treatment of conditions co-occur-
ring with Down syndrome, including the 
identification of biomarkers related to risk 
factors, diagnosis, and clinical research and 
therapeutics; 

‘‘(6) research on the causes of increased 
prevalence, and concurrent treatment, of co- 
occurring conditions, such as Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias and 
autoimmunity, in individuals with Down 
syndrome; and 

‘‘(7) research, training, and investigation 
on improving the quality of life of individ-
uals with Down syndrome and their families. 

‘‘(c) COORDINATION; PRIORITIZING NON-
DUPLICATIVE RESEARCH.—The Director of NIH 
shall ensure that— 

‘‘(1) the programs and activities of the in-
stitutes and centers of the National Insti-
tutes of Health relating to Down syndrome 
and co-occurring conditions are coordinated, 
including through the Office of the Director 
of NIH and priority-setting reviews con-
ducted pursuant to section 402(b)(3); and 

‘‘(2) such institutes and centers, prioritize, 
as appropriate, Down syndrome research 
that does not duplicate existing research ac-
tivities of the National Institutes of Health. 

‘‘(d) CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS.— 
In carrying out activities under this section, 
the Director of NIH shall, as appropriate and 
to the maximum extent feasible, consult 
with relevant stakeholders, including pa-
tient advocates, to ensure that such activi-
ties take into consideration the needs of in-
dividuals with Down syndrome. 

‘‘(e) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of NIH 

shall submit, on a biennial basis, to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce and the 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
and the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, a report that catalogs 
the research conducted or supported under 
this section. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include— 

‘‘(A) identification of the institute or cen-
ter involved; 

‘‘(B) a statement of whether the research is 
or was being carried out directly by such in-
stitute or center or by multiple institutes 
and centers; and 

‘‘(C) identification of any resulting real- 
world evidence that is or may be used for 
clinical research and medical care for pa-
tients with Down syndrome.’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President, 
I know of no further debate on the bill, 
as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass, as amended? 

The bill (S. 1838), as amended, was 
passed. 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine. 

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 

very pleased that we could pass these 
two very important bills this after-
noon. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
that the University of Maine has an ex-
cellent lab that specializes in testing 
ticks for pathogens, and it has worked 
very closely with our game wardens, 
with foresters, with the others who are 
routinely in the woods of Maine and 
are exposed to tick bites. It actually 
has developed a little tick kit where 
you can send the tick into the lab, and 
it will be tested for pathogens. 

So I would be remiss if I did not sa-
lute the University of Maine for its ex-
cellent work on tick-borne illnesses. 
This legislation is going to make a big 
difference in helping to advance their 
work, as well as the research at the 
MaineHealth research institute. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The Senator from Colorado. 
DOWN SYNDROME ADVOCACY 

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. Mr. President, 
I also would be remiss if I didn’t recog-
nize, once again, the incredible part-
ners that have been behind these Down 
syndrome advocacy, research, and med-
ical care—primarily the Global Down 
Syndrome Foundation, but also the 
Linda Crnic Institute for Down Syn-
drome, the Alzheimer’s and Cognition 
Center, and the Sie Center at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Colorado. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic whip. 
FOR-PROFIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, a few 
years ago, I met a young woman who 
lives in the Chicago suburbs. She told 
me a story of her college career and 
what it led to. It was something I had 
never heard before. 

Her experience in trying to pursue a 
degree leading to law enforcement took 
her not to the normal, predictable aca-
demic sources, but to a new industry, 
which was opening up in our country— 
for-profit colleges and universities. 

Hers was a sad story. She had been 
enrolled in one of these for-profit col-
leges and paid the tuition, took the 
courses—some of them in person, some 
of them online—and ultimately went to 
a counselor and asked if she was head-
ed for a bachelor’s degree because of 
her coursework, and he assured her 
that she was. She went on to say that 
she hoped to be able to get into law en-
forcement—that was her ultimate goal. 
He gave her assurances that that would 
happen. 

She finished her degree at this for- 
profit college and university in Chi-
cago and then took her certificate 
showing her graduation to would-be 
employers—police departments in the 
area. They laughed at her, and they 
said: That is not a real school. That is 
a for-profit school, and the courses you 
took don’t count. If you want a degree 
in law enforcement that leads to a real 
job, you can’t get it from a for-profit 
college and university. 

Well, that was a heartbreak to her 
because she spent years working on it. 
But what was even worse was, she was 
so deeply in debt for student loans that 
she borrowed from this phony univer-
sity. 

She, when I met her, was living in 
her parents’ basement, had no future 
ahead of her for doing what she 
thought was the right thing—getting a 
college degree. 

What she didn’t know, and what we 
know now, is that there are two num-
bers that tell the story of for-profit 
colleges and universities. You hear 
their names like University of Phoe-
nix—that is probably the most promi-
nent one people hear over and over— 
and you see their advertisements and 
brochures that are mailed to high 
school seniors enticing them to sign up 
for these for-profit schools. 

What you don’t know is that al-
though only 8 percent of high school 
graduates go to for-profit colleges and 
universities—8 percent—30 percent of 
all student loan defaults are the stu-
dents from these same schools. 

What is going on here? Such a low 
number—8 percent—going on to these 
schools and such a high number of loan 
defaults. That is because they issue 
worthless degrees and entice these stu-
dents into deep debt. 

Many times, a parent or even a 
grandparent will cosign on the loans 
for these for-profit schools; and when 
everything falls apart, as it is likely 
to, everybody is held liable and respon-
sible. That is why we have had an on-
going battle here in Washington for 
years against the for-profit college and 
university industry. 

There was a legal battle in a case 
called Sweet v. McMahon, which has 
gone on for years. It finally, this week, 
came to an end, and it is an important 
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case on the subject of for-profit col-
leges and universities. 

It was the largest class-action settle-
ment against the Federal Government 
in the history of our Nation. That is 
life-changing news for nearly half a 
million Federal student loan borrowers 
who will receive $23 billion in relief 
after being misled and defrauded by 
for-profit colleges. 

If you listen to the radio on your 
morning commute or watch TV after a 
long days’ work, then you have no 
doubt been hit with flashy advertising 
from institutions like the University of 
Phoenix looking to lure in 
unsuspecting students. 

Here is the catch: These institutions 
often rip off those students, lying 
about their prospects for a job, their 
ability to have credits that transfer to 
any other school, or their likely salary 
after graduation. 

In fact, these schools, as I mentioned, 
enroll only 8 percent of the students 
but account for 30 percent of all Fed-
eral student loan defaults. Too much 
debt; too little education. 

NPR recently highlighted the story 
of Jessica Feindt of Michigan. She en-
rolled at the University of Phoenix to 
study psychology. 

She said she ‘‘paid a lot out of pock-
et’’ and ‘‘through student loans.’’ 

She realized later that the school’s 
recruitment counselor had repeatedly 
misled her, including by telling her 
that a degree would be accepted by 
Michigan graduate programs—that was 
false. 

By the time she had learned her de-
gree was useless, she was already un-
derwater and deeply in debt. So she 
joined this class-action lawsuit, origi-
nally filed during President Trump’s 
first term, to get relief. Mr. President, 
4 years later—it took 4 years—she will 
finally see the relief, which she is enti-
tled to. 

The first Trump administration—go 
figure—denied nearly all of these 
claims by the students, which a Fed-
eral court described as ‘‘disturbingly 
Kafkaesque.’’ 

But in 2022, President Joe Biden and 
his administration settled the case and 
forgave the student loan debts of near-
ly 300,000 borrowers who had been de-
frauded. Under the terms of that settle-
ment, borrowers who were not part of 
the original class had 5 months to file 
claims. If the Department of Education 
had not adjudicated the additional 
claims by early 2026, borrowers still 
waiting in limbo would be automati-
cally entitled to relief. 

But while the Trump administration 
can quickly green-light permanent tax 
breaks for the wealthiest Americans, 
as in their so-called Big Beautiful Bill, 
they hesitated when it came to giving 
relief to these students who just want-
ed a fair shot. 

In late 2025, the Trump administra-
tion asked for an additional 18 months 
to review the students’ claims—stu-
dents who were defrauded by these 
schools. 

A Federal district judge said 
‘‘enough.’’ Last month, a panel of three 
judges from the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit unanimously 
upheld this decision. Good. 

Like their tactics with DACA recipi-
ents and the slow-walking of renewal 
applications with the USCIS, the ad-
ministration was asking for more time 
so that they could bleed out these bor-
rowers and deny relief to hundreds of 
thousands of students deep in debt liv-
ing in their parents’ basement trying 
to figure out if they had a future. 

This is where the priorities lie. I am 
glad these borrowers, after years and 
years of waiting, will finally get the re-
lief they are entitled to. 

For the last 15 years or more, I have 
sent a letter to every high school coun-
selor in the State of Illinois. I send it 
about the first of the year and warn 
them: Be careful not to let your stu-
dents be lured into these for-profit col-
leges and universities. They are going 
to send them brochures. They are going 
to tee them up with all sorts of things 
on the internet. It will be a dazzling 
display about the college, which is not 
a real college; it is a for-profit college 
and university. 

Be careful. The time that you spend 
there, the money that you spend there 
may be a total waste or worse. It could 
be a debt that trails you for years and 
years, if not decades, in your life. 

Thank goodness for these students, 
the thousands of students who are ben-
efited by President Biden’s decision. 
The courts finally stood by them and 
gave these students a second chance. It 
has been a situation I have run into 
time and again. I have threatened some 
of these for-profit schools as a way of 
getting them to drop the loans that 
they were enforcing on these students 
because I know what happens in the 
end. 

Students need to be careful. You 
can’t go wrong starting with city col-
leges and community colleges in your 
community. It is affordable. There are 
alternatives there. Most of the time, 
the hours that you earn there are going 
to be transferable to real colleges and 
universities. I beg my young students 
in Illinois to start there and the stu-
dent counselors to do their job and dis-
courage kids from getting involved 
with these for-profit schools. 

ENERGY GRANT FUNDING 
Mr. President, last October, the 

Trump administration cut more than 
$7 billion in energy grant funding going 
to States across America, including 
more than $580 million for Illinois. At 
the time, the administration promised 
that these cancellations were meant to 
cut ‘‘waste, fraud, and abuse.’’ But 
someone once told me that in politics 
there is always a good reason, and then 
there is always a real reason. 

Of the 284 cancelled grants, how 
many do you think went to a State 
that voted for President Trump? 100? 
50? 10? Of the 284 grants this adminis-
tration revoked, only one went to a 
State that voted for Donald Trump. 

The rest went to blue States. At the 
time, the Trump administration went 
through pains to tell us that these can-
cellations were not political. We knew 
that could not be true. And now, we 
have proof. 

The Department of Energy admitted 
in court documents that these can-
cellations were ‘‘based solely on the po-
litical identity of the recipient’s 
state,’’ or in other words ‘‘whether the 
recipient’s location was in a Blue 
State.’’ The administration wasn’t 
making policy based on what’s best for 
America. They were making decisions 
based on the President’s vendettas. 
This is petty, it is unlawful, and it is 
wrong. 

It is especially egregious to cancel 
these crucial grants when Americans’ 
energy bills are skyrocketing. In the 
last year alone, Illinoisans paid $210 
more for their power, and that number 
is only expected to go up in light of 
Trump’s war with Iran. You would 
think that President Trump, who ran 
on bringing costs down on ‘‘day one,’’ 
would make addressing these record 
price hikes his top priority. Instead, he 
has deeply undermined our capacity to 
lower prices, all to settle petty polit-
ical scores. 

In Illinois, more than $150 million of 
the cancelled awards were meant to up-
grade the power grid. These upgrades 
would have made the grid more reliable 
in the face of rising energy demand. 
Now, that work is in jeopardy. When 
the government cancels funding for 
grid upgrades, those needs do not just 
go away. Instead, utility companies 
will pass along the cost of upgrades to 
consumers. My constituents are paying 
more for their electricity, heating, and 
cooling because of President Trump. 

That is why I am leading Illinois 
Democrats in a letter to Secretary of 
Energy Chris Wright and OMB Director 
Russ Vought outlining the harm these 
cancellations have done to our State 
over the past 9 months. I urge my Re-
publican colleagues to join in urging 
this administration to reverse course 
and reject this administration’s bla-
tant defiance of Congress’ authority 
under the Constitution. If this prece-
dent is set, your State could be next to 
see its funding revoked. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO DANIELLE JANOWSKI 
Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, as the 

Presiding Officer knows, one of the 
privileges of being a Senator is the op-
portunity to work alongside dedicated, 
talented staff. They take the Senator’s 
ideas and concepts and turn them into 
real legislation that improves the lives 
of our constituents and improves our 
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country. Without them, we are unable 
to do our job. 

As I near the end of my career in 
Congress, I reflect on the staff who 
have come and gone and the work we 
have done that will have a lasting im-
pact on the Nation. 

Today, I honor an invaluable member 
of my team, my HELP Committee dep-
uty staff director, Danielle Janowski. 
She is leaving Capitol Hill after nearly 
17 years of service. 

Danielle joined my HELP Committee 
leadership team in 2023 when I became 
the ranking member. She had pre-
viously worked in the House and for 
Senators ERNST and THUNE. As deputy 
staff director, she kept the trains mov-
ing. She made sure that staff were all 
rowing in the same direction and that 
every committee product was done on 
time and was of the highest quality. 

Danielle is an institutionalist at 
heart, and it was through that lens 
that she always fought for the HELP 
Committee to be strategic, thorough, 
and professional. She cares about this 
institution and what it represents. She 
views it as her duty to mentor other 
young staffers to carry forward the tra-
ditions and collaboration that the Sen-
ate deserves. 

It is because of her leadership that 
the HELP Committee has been success-
ful in getting bills signed into law that 
lower the cost of healthcare, strength-
en our education system, empower 
workers, and enhance our retirement 
system. 

Importantly, Danielle has been a 
leader in the fight for life. She spear-
headed my work to protect unborn ba-
bies and mothers, an issue so impor-
tant to me and to the people of Lou-
isiana. Her passion for this cause and 
her deep connection with the pro-life 
community made her indispensable and 
an effective champion. She was instru-
mental in leading the first pro-life 
hearing this Congress, my investiga-
tion into abortion pill manufacturers 
harming mothers, and our efforts to 
eliminate funding for Planned Parent-
hood in the Working Families Tax 
Cuts. None of this would have been pos-
sible without her passion, strategic 
guidance, and unrelenting determina-
tion. Babies’ lives have been saved, and 
families are better off because of the 
work that she led. And what can be 
more important than that? 

What Danielle will be most remem-
bered for on our HELP team is her ex-
ceptional leadership and friendship. 
She is beloved by everyone who worked 
with her—a trusted and calming pres-
ence during transitions and chaotic 
times. When there was conflict or when 
staff simply needed someone to talk to, 
Danielle was there. She is an advocate, 
a mentor, a sounding board, and a 
friend to everyone. 

Her departure is not only a loss for 
the office but for the entire Capitol 
Hill community. But our loss is some-
one else’s gain. I am proud she will 
continue her public service at the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-

ices, leading policy to improve fami-
lies’ health and drive down the cost of 
care. She will continue to make a posi-
tive difference and be an invaluable 
partner to those who remain in Con-
gress. I look forward to working with 
her in this new capacity. 

It has been a pleasure to watch 
Danielle grow as a leader and as a per-
son. I thank her for her service to my 
office, to the Senate, and to the Na-
tion. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BUDD). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Missouri. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 1960 UNIVER-
SITY OF MISSOURI TIGERS 
FOOTBALL TEAM 
Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor one of the greatest 
teams to ever wear the black and gold, 
the 1960 Missouri Tigers. They finished 
11 and 0. They conquered the Big Eight. 
They defeated the Navy Midshipmen 21 
to 14 in the Orange Bowl in Florida. 
But their greatness can’t be measured 
by their record alone; their story is 
about something deeper—perseverance 
after humiliation, accountability in 
the face of injustice, and the integrity 
of men who kept their word. 

To understand what they accom-
plished, we must go back 2 years. Dan 
Devine arrived at Missouri in 1958 and 
inherited a program searching for its 
footing. His first team brought one ter-
rible afternoon in Norman, OK. The 
Sooners beat Missouri 39 to nothing. It 
was a humiliating, dismantling, and 
devastating loss. 

After the game, Coach Devine stood 
before his players in the visiting locker 
room, knowing full well many of those 
men would graduate having never beat-
en OU. Coach Devine looked at the 
younger men and made a promise: Two 
years from that day, Missouri would 
return to Norman, and Missouri would 
win. 

That was no small pledge. Oklahoma 
ruled the conference at that time. The 
Sooners hadn’t lost a conference game 
at home since 1942. Norman was where 
the soaring dreams of visiting teams 
came crashing down to reality. But a 
promise had been made by Coach 
Devine, so for 2 years, the Tigers went 
to work. 

By the fall of 1960, Missouri had be-
come a machine—powerful, disciplined, 
relentless. The Tigers went into Happy 
Valley and beat Penn State. They trav-
eled to Lincoln, NE, and shut out the 
Cornhuskers. They defeated the power-
house that was Colorado. Eight games, 
eight victories—not a single team put 
up double digits against them. 

Then came the return to Norman. 
Oklahoma struck first. For a moment, 
the Tigers were seeing ghosts. For a 
moment, the boys in black and gold 
had ‘‘Boomer Sooner’’ ringing in their 
ears. For a moment, it felt like 1958 all 
over again. But this Missouri team did 
not panic; it answered. 

Norris Stevenson, one of the great 
pioneers in Mizzou history, tore down 
the sideline for a 77-yard touchdown. 
Later, with Oklahoma threatening to 
seize the momentum, Stevenson broke 
free again, this time from 60 yards out. 
He finished with 169 rushing yards and 
two touchdowns. Missouri finished 
with 41 points. And when the clock hit 
triple zeroes, the scoreboard read ‘‘Mis-
souri 41, Oklahoma 19.’’ Two years 
from the humiliating loss on the field, 
Dan Devine and his players walked out 
of Norman as victors—a promise they 
had kept. 

The Tigers returned home undefeated 
and ranked No. 1 in the Nation. Only 
one obstacle remained between Mis-
souri and an unblemished season. Un-
fortunately, that obstacle was Kansas. 

Rivalry games can produce strange 
results. Sometimes, the underdog rises. 
Sometimes, the favorite has an off day. 
And sometimes, Kansas simply uses a 
player who wasn’t eligible to be on the 
field. 

The Jayhawks defeated Missouri on 
the scoreboard. For a few brief and 
fraudulent weeks, they called them-
selves conference champs, but there 
was a problem: The Jayhawks had dis-
covered that the only way they could 
execute better than Missouri was by 
breaking the rules. 

The Big Eight ordered Kansas to for-
feit the victory and stripped the 
Jayhawks of the conference title. Kan-
sas could keep the memory of the final 
whistle; Missouri kept the title. That 
distinction matters. A football game, 
yes, is a contest of strength, but it is a 
contest that is governed by rules. 
Without rules, victory means nothing. 
A championship obtained by cheating 
is not a championship at all. 

The people of Kansas have spent 
more than six decades trying to turn a 
blatant penalty into a moral victory, 
but the truth is harder to bear, and 
facts are stubborn things. Missouri fin-
ished 11 and 0, reminding the con-
ference and the American populace 
that cheaters never truly win. 

But Missouri’s season wasn’t fin-
ished. On January 2, 1961, the Tigers 
took the field in Miami against fourth- 
ranked Navy. Watching from the 
stands was President John F. Kennedy. 
Navy had a Heisman Trophy winner 
named Joe Bellino. Missouri had a de-
fense built to break the will of its op-
ponent. 

The Tigers held that year’s Heisman 
winner just to 4 rushing yards. Then 
they overcame a 98-yard fumble return. 
They absorbed every blow Navy could 
deliver, and when the night was over, 
Missouri had won 21 to 14, securing the 
first bowl victory in school history. 

Every generation needs examples of 
men who stuck to their word. Dan 
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Devine made a promise in the ashes of 
defeat. His players believed him. His 
players were descendants of those who 
fought in Europe and the Pacific. His 
players were hardened by parents who 
had weathered the Great Depression. 
They accepted their coach’s promise as 
their word when they spent 2 years 
earning the right to fulfill it. They did 
not complain about the humiliation 
they had experienced in Norman; they 
prepared for a return. They didn’t 
allow the Kansas dishonesty to define 
their season; they trusted that the 
truth would prevail. When adversity 
followed them to Miami, they answered 
it with discipline, toughness, and ulti-
mately victory. 

More than six decades later, the 1960 
Tigers still embody the character of 
Missouri. We are a people who work. 
We are a people who endure. We are a 
people who keep our promises. 

The men of that team brought home 
a Big Eight championship and the Or-
ange Bowl championship game in a per-
fect season, but their greatest legacy 
was the example they left behind: 
Stand firm, do the work, keep your 
word, run the ball, and never surrender 
what was rightfully yours. 

Today, I am proud to honor Coach 
Dan Devine, Norris Stevenson, and 
every member of the undefeated 1960 
Missouri Tigers. Their promise was 
kept, their championship was earned, 
their record remains perfect, and Kan-
sas still lost. 

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 833, 
which is before the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 833) recognizing the 
1960 University of Missouri Tigers Football 
Team for its undefeated regular season, Or-
ange Bowl victory, and claim to the 1960 Na-
tional Championship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHMITT. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 833) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 5325 

Mr. BOOKER. I am grateful for your 
recognition, Mr. President. 

And I am going to try to get this 
order right. This is legislative session. 
I am going to give some remarks and 

then ask for a unanimous consent on a 
bill. 

But I really want to, first, talk about 
something really challenging, tragic, 
that happened in the State of New Jer-
sey. Edwin Lopez-Cornejo died. He is 
dead, and it is a death that did not 
have to be. 

He was detained by ICE on June 18. 
He was sent to Delaney Hall in my 
home city, in Newark, NJ—it is a de-
tention center—and he never came out 
alive. 

Mr. President, 20 years—20 years— 
Edwin lived in the United States of 
America, 20 years of building a life 
here, 20 years of being connected to 
people and community, 20 years of 
making here in America a way forward. 
And yet, in less than 2 months of de-
tention, the immigration system in our 
country led to his death. 

And in Delaney Hall, he is the third 
person in 9 months to die; the 23rd per-
son to die in ICE custody this year— 
not the first warning sign, not the sec-
ond, this is the third death at the same 
facility and yet nothing changes. 

Let me tell you exactly how Edwin 
Lopez-Cornejo died because his family 
deserves to have his name said on the 
Senate floor and his story told plainly. 

Edwin had diabetes. He had high 
blood pressure. He needed his medica-
tion to survive, and Delaney Hall de-
nied it to him. The day before he died, 
he told his mother that his arm had 
gone numb, half his face had gone 
numb. And understand, this is not a 
minor complaint. This was a man that 
was having a medical emergency, tell-
ing someone exactly what was hap-
pening to his body. 

Did anyone come to his aid? No. Did 
he get his medication? No. Less than 24 
hours, he was dead. 

Doctors have warned us, attorneys 
have warned us in New Jersey, families 
have warned us, a chorus of people in 
our communities—not politicians, not 
political activists—doctors, lawyers 
have been warning us, detainees who 
walked out of that building, with their 
testimony and the facts and the evi-
dence, people have said over and over 
again that this facility is dangerous. It 
is not well run, and within it is a pat-
tern of disregard for human decency. 

DHS has known that Delaney Hall is 
nothing short of a travesty since they 
reopened it over a year ago. So who 
runs what is, for so many, a house of 
horrors? Who runs the institution that 
I saw myself when I went there and 
met people? This is not for serious 
criminals. This is not a place for folks 
who have done serious crimes in our 
country. This is a detention facility for 
people, many of them have been in our 
country for decades, many of them 
have American spouses, American chil-
dren. 

And when I went there, I saw moth-
ers who were recently postpartum who 
were not getting the support. I saw a 
woman who lost her child while in that 
detention facility, had a miscarriage 
there, did not get the support that she 

needed. Story after story, people told 
me what is going on there, the horrors 
that are going on there. 

And who runs it? The U.S. Govern-
ment does not run that center. It is a 
private group called the GEO Group, a 
private for-profit prison that has high- 
level Republican officials among its 
former employees. This group won a 
billion-dollar contract: no competition, 
no bidding, lots of campaign contribu-
tions, a phone call, a signature, and 
they have a billion dollars of taxpayer 
money. 

New Jersey had to sue this company 
just to get health inspectors through 
the front door of a facility operating on 
American soil, funded by American 
taxpayers, and our State couldn’t even 
do basic health inspections. 

They did not get—they did not get— 
the permits to open that place. They 
did not have inspections before they 
did so. This is a private company tak-
ing a billion dollars of American tax-
payer money. The less they provide 
sanitary services, the less they provide 
doctors and medical professionals, the 
more profit they make off of taxpayers. 
At whose expense? At the decency of 
American people and at the expense of 
the lives of the people who are there. 

We give them hundreds of millions of 
dollars. And what are the reports out of 
Delaney Hall? Spoiled food, contami-
nated water, staff who retaliate 
against people brave enough to speak 
up about the conditions. A billion dol-
lars in inadequate accountability. A 
billion dollars in inadequate 
healthcare. A billion dollars and a man 
whose face is numb, whose arm is 
numb, who is asking for help—does not 
get treatment, does not get healthcare. 

So, here is the truth. It is clear for 
the GEO Group that part of their busi-
ness model is this cruelty: cut medical 
staff, skimp on food, let the air-condi-
tioning go out during the hottest days 
in New Jersey, let the roof leak, cram 
more bodies into less space. Every cor-
ner cut is a dollar of their profit. Every 
dollar of their profit is a dollar that 
the GEO Group’s executives get to cele-
brate on their next earnings call. 

GEO Group’s stock has more than 
doubled since February of 2026—more 
than doubled. You know why? Well, fol-
low the money. 

Three million dollars from the GEO 
Group and its executives went into 
Donald Trump’s campaign, into his 
PAC, into his inauguration. It is a pay- 
to-play that is worse than that. A pay- 
to-play and people get hurt. Lives are 
lost. 

Over $2 billion in Federal contracts 
to run facilities like Delaney Hall in 
our country. This is not immigration 
policy. This is not what we stand for. 
No one loses their humanity because 
they are incarcerated. No one should 
lose their basic rights because they are 
behind bars. 

Look, I am all for what this adminis-
tration promised it would do. They said 
they would go after the ‘‘worst of the 
worst.’’ They said they would go after 
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the people threatening our commu-
nities, menacing our families. We 
should all be supportive of that. 

I believe we should have strong bor-
ders. I believe we should get criminals 
off of our streets. But the people actu-
ally locked up in that building in 
Delaney Hall? We know that more than 
70 percent of the people have never 
been convicted of a single crime. 

I met a high school student who had 
more of a Jersey accent than I do, who 
just wanted to walk with his class— 
rounded up. I have had the Catholic 
church reach out to me because of the 
sweeps they are doing around schools 
and churches. I have had family mem-
bers beg me to get folks out in order to 
see their American children hit mile-
stones like birthdays and graduations. 
I have been appealed to by everyone 
from priests to Republicans in our 
community. Many are following our 
laws. 

But we in the U.S. Senate, Congress, 
hold the purse strings the administra-
tion depends on. We should be a check 
and a balance. We should demand that 
our taxpayer dollars are being used. 

And when we see a body count climb-
ing that is not normal, when we see 
more and more deaths, when we see a 
mother’s son whose face went numb 
the night before, we should be asking 
for action and accountability. 

Edwin Lopez-Cornejo’s death was not 
a tragedy. A tragedy is something that 
no one could have prevented. This is a 
choice. Every single day the DHS keeps 
Delaney Hall open is another choice to 
let this happen, three times already. 
We should not make this choice. 

Mr. President, I am now asking for a 
unanimous consent to pass the Delaney 
Hall Closure Act, which would close 
Delaney Hall within 90 days. They are 
out of excuses. We are out of time. How 
many more people should die? 

So as if in legislative session and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed 
to immediate consideration of my bill 
at the desk; that the bill be considered 
read three times and passed and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LUM-
MIS). Is there an objection? 

The Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, re-

serving the right to object. 
I have been advised to address this 

so-called Delaney Hall Closure Act. 
My colleague’s bill, though, really 

doesn’t do anything to address the 
issues that he has raised. He doesn’t 
hire a single doctor. He doesn’t ask a 
single nurse. It doesn’t require a single 
inspection. It simply orders the De-
partment of Homeland Security to 
close Delaney Hall, cancel its contract, 
and permanently prevent ICE from 
using the facility again. Two pages, 
three commands: Close it, cancel it, 
never open it again. That is abolition 
with a short title. 

The diagnosis is ideological, and the 
prescription was written before the pa-

tient entered the room. If something 
goes wrong at a hospital, you inves-
tigate what happened. You identify the 
failure. You discipline the people re-
sponsible. You repair the facility, im-
prove the procedures, and make the 
hospital better. You don’t unlock every 
door, abandon the building, and an-
nounce that healthcare itself was the 
crime. 

If the bridge needs repair, you fix the 
bridge. You don’t blow it up and con-
gratulate yourself for preventing fu-
ture traffic accidents. Yet that is the 
theory behind this bill. A tragedy did 
occur; therefore, Democrats say law 
enforcement must disappear. 

But closing Delaney Hall doesn’t 
eliminate the need for detention. It 
leaves three choices: transfer detainees 
somewhere else, possibly further from 
their families, lawyers and doctors; 
crowd them into another facility and 
further strain medical staff; or release 
people the law says should remain in 
custody, while this ceases the remov-
als, and so they are not completed. 

The bill provides no replacement ca-
pacity, no transfer plan, no continuity 
of care requirement, no additional 
medical funding. It removes a thou-
sand-bed facility from the system and 
calls the resulting chaos compassion. 

And let us be clear about why immi-
gration detention exists. It is used to 
ensure appearances at immigration 
proceedings, facilitate lawful removals, 
and to protect the public from crimi-
nals. 

My colleague and my friend from 
New Jersey says many detainees have 
not been convicted of crimes. That is 
beside the point. A person doesn’t need 
a criminal conviction to lack a lawful 
right to be in the United States of 
America. That is our immigration 
laws. That is how we have operated for 
decades. And anyone detained can 
leave detention whenever they want. 
They must simply agree to return to 
their home country. 

What Democrats demand is for ille-
gal aliens to remain in America and be 
above the law. 

Now, I am willing to take my col-
league’s concerns seriously. If Delaney 
Hall needs more doctors, let us fund 
more doctors. If it needs more nurses, 
better medication tracking, stronger 
inspections, faster emergency response, 
or better communication with families, 
let us write those regulations into law 
and pay for them. 

I would gladly work with my friend 
the Senator from New Jersey on addi-
tional resources for safe and secure ICE 
detention facilities. But there is one 
problem. My colleague and others on 
his side have vowed to not give ICE one 
more penny. 

We have just lived through this with 
a shutdown. We heard these words on 
the floor from many Members of the 
other side. 

They also voted against a bill that 
allocated 45 billion to further fund and 
sustain the capabilities of ICE in their 
detention facilities. 

So the position apparently is this: 
Vote against the beds. Vote against the 
facilities. Vow to deny the agency an-
other dollar. Then point to a stray con-
dition and demand that the facility 
close. 

You can’t pull the batteries out of a 
smoke alarm and then pose behind the 
ashes demanding to know who failed. 

You can’t starve a system, condemn 
the strain, and call abolition the only 
human solution. That is not good-faith 
oversight. That is not serious govern-
ance. That is not a viable solution. 

Democrats oppose the funding needed 
to enforce the law. They oppose the fa-
cilities needed to hold people safely. 
They oppose the removals that deten-
tion makes possible. Then, when the 
system shows any pressure, they point 
to that pressure as proof that enforce-
ment itself must end. The sequence 
never changes: defund, obstruct, inves-
tigate, abolish. 

The goal for many Democrats is very 
clear. It is not better detention facili-
ties; it is no detention at all. The bill 
does not make one detention facility 
safer; it shuts down a facility and 
pushes the problem somewhere else. 

A serious Senate would let the cur-
rent investigation run its course, cor-
rect failures, and strengthen the sys-
tem. An unserious Senate shuts down 
the building and pretends the law no 
longer needs enforcement. 

I object to using a pending investiga-
tion as a ploy to dismantle law enforce-
ment. I object to defunding ICE and 
then blaming ICE for lacking re-
sources. Fix what is broken. Hold 
wrongdoers accountable. Protect every 
person in Federal custody, of course, 
but we must enforce the law. 

For those reasons, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HUSTED). Objection is heard. 
The Senator from New Jersey. 
Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I appre-

ciate the good-faith words of my col-
league, and I will take it to heart that 
he is against unnecessary deaths and 
that the GEO Group should be inves-
tigated thoroughly and be held ac-
countable. I do want to make followup 
points. 

First of all, I live in North New Jer-
sey. I used to run the police depart-
ment as its mayor. There is nobody 
who feels more urgency for public safe-
ty in my city than I do. I hired many 
law enforcement officers and worked 
well with ICE, worked well with the 
FBI and with the DOJ—with all of the 
Federal law enforcement officers—in a 
coordinated effort to protect my com-
munity. 

This idea that Democrats want to 
defund ICE is wrong. I actually believe 
we need law enforcement in our com-
munities to keep us safe. But I want to 
make sure we do it in a way that com-
ports with our values and our decency. 

Let’s be clear. There is no law en-
forcement agency in America that has 
more money than ICE has right now. 
As to this idea that the Democrats 
have done anything to defund it right 
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now, ICE has more than the FBI, more 
than the ATF, and more than the Coast 
Guard combined. It is the most well- 
funded Agency there is. So the idea 
that they cannot provide for the basic 
needs of people who are in their facili-
ties is a lie. This is not a money prob-
lem. ICE has all the money they need, 
and they are showing an inability to 
keep their inmates alive. 

Now, I like my colleague’s metaphor 
that if a bridge is broken, you close the 
bridge. I know this because, again, I 
was a mayor. If people are falling 
through holes on a bridge, we close the 
bridge. Do the inspections, but don’t 
leave people in a hellscape where peo-
ple continue to die in that facility. 
Keeping that open is irresponsible. ICE 
has enough money to transfer to other 
facilities the people who are a real 
threat. ICE has enough money to run 
around my State and overspend for real 
estate, as they have done in one of my 
towns. They are throwing cash around 
in a way that should offend Repub-
licans and anybody who is fiscally pru-
dent, but we are not holding the people 
accountable. 

Yes, if something is broken, you stop 
using it. If people are dying because of 
a defect in a car, you don’t use it. If 
people are falling through holes on a 
bridge, you close it. We have a respon-
sibility to taxpayers’ money, and we 
have shoveled this Agency more money 
than any law enforcement agency there 
is, and then we are not doing what is 
necessary to hold these people, like the 
GEO Group, accountable. 

I will continue to stand for law en-
forcement. One of the reasons I got 
elected by my State is that we drove 
crime down in the city of Newark. Ev-
erybody saw it. Investment came back, 
and the population came back. I be-
lieve in creating safety in my commu-
nity. This is not about the accusations 
that somehow, Democrats don’t believe 
we should have strong law enforce-
ment. If anybody believes in that, I 
know my record here in the Senate 
speaks to that. 

How can we stand here and allow this 
from a facility in which multiple peo-
ple have died in the most gruesome 
ways? How can we allow this from an 
organization that is supposed to be pro-
viding healthcare but is denying it? 
How can we allow this in accordance 
with our own values? Enough is 
enough. 

Delaney Hall is a nightmare. I did 
not come to the floor to talk about 
closing facilities all over the country; I 
am talking about one facility with a 
record of people dying unnecessarily, 
with a record of people being denied 
medical care, with a record of people 
being denied healthy food—one facility 
that is failing. For this body to keep it 
open while waiting for something to 
change while more people are suffering 
and may die is irresponsible beyond 
compare. 

I believe there is common ground on 
both sides of the aisle where we can 
achieve the highest levels of safety and 

also ensure that within our incarcer-
ating facilities, people are treated with 
dignity. I have worked across the aisle 
with Senator Lindsey Graham, with 
Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, and with 
Senator MIKE LEE to improve condi-
tions in the Bureau of Prisons. I hope 
that when it comes to ICE facilities 
and this private, for-profit company 
where people are dying that we can 
find some common ground to stop this 
nightmare from happening. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware. 
ACCELERATING ACCESS TO CRITICAL THERAPIES 

FOR ALS REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, one of the 

questions we all have to wrestle with 
in life is, Why do the innocent suffer? 
Why do the righteous find, at times, 
the circumstances of their lives to be 
so painful as to be beyond imagined? 
And how does one make purpose out of 
pain? 

Of all the diseases that afflict man-
kind, ALS is one of the most cruel. It 
robs someone of their ability to speak, 
to walk, to move, to care for them-
selves, yet leaves them completely 
present and conscious. 

Over the 16 years that I have served 
here in the U.S. Senate, I have been 
blessed by visit after visit from fami-
lies going from office to office to ask 
not for themselves, not to lessen their 
pain or their suffering or their chal-
lenges but to try and turn their experi-
ence into a positive investment for oth-
ers, lots of different families with lots 
of different challenges—mostly med-
ical—sometimes the parents of chil-
dren taken hostage in other countries 
or veterans who didn’t get the benefits 
they were entitled to but often families 
whose loved ones or who they them-
selves are suffering with cancer, with 
Parkinson’s, or with ALS. 

Today, I am coming to the floor to 
celebrate a great and enduring friend-
ship and partnership that has helped to 
make a difference in this dread disease. 
Through some of the visits to my of-
fice, I have gotten to know some amaz-
ing people: Craig and Kristen Colby of 
Delaware; Brian Wallach and Sandra 
Abrevaya; Dan Tate, whom I knew 
from college. 

My engagement in trying to tackle 
the ravages of ALS began earlier. A 
dear friend from Newark, DE, Alex 
Snyder-Mackler—his father Scott lived 
with and then died from ALS; my chief 
of staff lost his father to ALS; and my 
brother lost his best friend. And now 
today, my best friend from growing up, 
Dr. Jack Flynn, is bravely living 
through what has been a tragic and dif-
ficult diagnosis and a steadily wors-
ening condition. 

When you meet someone with ALS, 
they are always accompanied by some-
one by their side who knows every de-
tail, who helps them to eat, to talk, to 
live, to communicate. And they are 
looking for ways to make meaning out 
of their suffering. 

Through all of this, I have had an in-
credible partner and advocate, a dear 

friend—the senior Senator from the 
State of Alaska, my colleague Senator 
LISA MURKOWSKI. We are the cochairs 
of the Senate ALS Caucus, and I am 
blessed to have her with me on the 
floor today as we announce the next 
step forward in our work together on 
ALS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we 
go through periods here in the U.S. 
Senate where there are frustrating 
issues that we deal with. There are 
hours of unknown as to what is going 
to happen. Are we going to be able to 
make something happen? Are we mak-
ing a difference? And some days can be 
particularly discouraging. 

We have a long way to go before this 
day is through, but to be here at the 
midpoint of this day and to be able to, 
as my colleague and friend from Dela-
ware has stated, to be able to celebrate 
an accomplishment is a reminder that 
we do good here. And we don’t do good 
on our own. It takes teamwork. It 
takes cooperation and collaboration. It 
takes advocacy. This is really what 
makes me just filled with a level of op-
timism and hope as we are talking 
about where we are at this moment for 
the ALS community. 

The House passed the Accelerating 
Access to Critical Therapies for ALS 
Act. We call it ACT for ALS. They 
passed it a few weeks ago, and then the 
Senate was able to pass it in wrapup. 
Yes, that means it passed by unani-
mous consent here yesterday. We are 
now in the final step of reauthorizing a 
program that is making a real dif-
ference for people living with ALS. 

I think it is so important to just take 
a step back and say ‘‘What does that 
mean?’’ because we have not found the 
cure, unfortunately, for ALS. This leg-
islation is not about this magical 
treatment that has come to be. But 
what we were able to do working to-
gether now 5 years ago when we passed 
the ACT for ALS Act, we created this 
pathway for individuals. It is kind of a 
roadmap. We said: If you are not eligi-
ble to participate in clinical trials to 
access investigational treatments, 
there is another way here for you. 

We provided some pretty important 
funding to NIH and to FDA to accel-
erate the research, to improve the data 
sharing, to help speed up the develop-
ment of new therapies. But what really 
comes about with ACT for ALS is it 
gives people who are living with ALS 
the opportunity to try. 

Just let me try something. It might 
not work, but let me try because right 
now, the diagnosis I am living with of-
fers no hope. 

So this is something that gives those 
living with ALS some hope. This is a 
program that works. So we passed it 5 
years ago. What we have now done is a 
reauthorization that allows us to build 
on this progress that we have made to 
ensure that individuals that are living 
with ALS can continue to access these 
clinical trials and the programs that 
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continue to meet the needs of the pa-
tients and the researchers. 

Senator COONS has mentioned the ad-
vocacy. Those caregivers, those who 
stand with and are wrapping their arms 
and their hearts around their loved 
ones who are dealing with ALS—this is 
about hope for them as much as those 
who are living with this dread disease. 

My friend has acknowledged the 
names of those he calls friends. 

Dan Tate—I was able to receive a 
text message on passage of the reau-
thorization here saying, you know, ‘‘Go 
dudes’’ or something like that. I don’t 
know that I am a dude, but I loved the 
enthusiasm he had. 

Brian Wallach has been an extraor-
dinary partner over the years. You 
mentioned Sandra Abrevaya. Abso-
lutely. 

Then there is my personal advocate, 
my cousin Jenny Dwyer. It was 
through Jenny’s husband Pat that our 
family learned of ALS, as Pat lived 
with ALS for 8 years; and as a family, 
we came to not only understand the 
disease and the awful progression, but 
it allowed us to understand some of 
what families go through who live with 
the almost daily heartbreak as you are 
watching your loved one progress 
through this diagnosis. 

So to the advocates: Know that your 
work matters. Know that your stories 
matter. Know that you have made a 
difference. 

So we are pleased to be able to be at 
this place where we can move to finally 
get this reauthorization into law. We 
have to work things through the two 
bodies here and get it signed in. 

There is more that we have to do. We 
are working on some good things as the 
cochairs of the ALS Caucus—the Jus-
tice for ALS Veterans Act, which is a 
really good one, and the ALS Better 
Care Act. Again, these address some of 
the challenges that face individuals 
with ALS as well as their families 
when they are trying to access the care 
and access the benefits after a loved 
one has passed. 

We know that for those that are liv-
ing with ALS, every day matters, every 
day is precious, and we cannot afford 
to lose momentum when promising 
therapies are being studied. I am re-
minded if not weekly, maybe daily 
sometimes that people are waiting. 
People are waiting, and they are count-
ing on us to show up for them. 

So to all those in the ALS commu-
nity: Thank you for your advocacy. 
Thank you for your heart and your pas-
sion and your persistence but also your 
willingness to open your hearts and to 
share your stories so that we can also 
become motivated and tenacious on 
your behalf. 

I am very grateful for my friend from 
Delaware. It is hard, as I hear stories of 
your dear friend and as he goes through 
these stages of this disease. And know 
that even though I have not met Jack, 
he is in my heart as well, as well as the 
many, many whom we are advocating 
for. 

With that, I thank again not only 
Senator COONS but all Members here in 
the Senate that have joined us in this 
effort to end ALS. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Delaware. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I thank 

my colleague and friend from the truly 
great State of Alaska. 

Our mutual friend Dan Tate, long 
known here as an active lobbyist, who 
is living with ALS, has been texting 
the two of us about the impact that 
this research has had on him and his 
condition and on many others. 

He most recently texted me: 
NIH and FDA have done exceptional work. 

The ACT for ALS bill that we helped 
get passed 5 years ago and that we are 
now reauthorizing—I will remind you 
that initially, advocates were seeking 
$10 million. 

Do you remember the Ice Bucket 
Challenge of 2014? They were seeking 
$10 million in Federal medical re-
search. This year, it was $115 million. 
In total over the years since we have 
passed this legislation through this 
Chamber, $391 million has been in-
vested. 

There are today 1,200 people living 
with ALS enrolled in a landmark ge-
netic study, and there have been sig-
nificant steps forward in experimental 
treatments. 

Dr. Sabrina Paganoni of Mass Gen-
eral Brigham Neuroscience Institute 
said: We are at a turning point because 
we have a greater awareness of ALS, 
more funding for research than ever be-
fore, and more treatments in develop-
ment than ever before. 

When Lou Gehrig gave a speech an-
nouncing his retirement from baseball, 
he concluded by saying: I am the 
luckiest guy in the world. Many saw 
that as a bitter irony because he left 
an outstanding career in baseball to 
struggle and suffer through an ulti-
mately terminal disease. 

But I have to say that I am the 
luckiest man in the world to have the 
blessing of the great, enduring friend-
ship of a colleague and partner from 
Alaska; of the steady and reliable and 
motivating input of so many advocates 
and cared-for people living with this 
dread disease; and the lifelong partner-
ship and friendship of an amazing man, 
Dr. Jack Flynn. 

In a determined effort to deliver hope 
and change, Senator MURKOWSKI and I 
and all of us in this ALS Caucus are de-
termined to get this bill to the Presi-
dent’s desk, signed into law, and to de-
liver another generation of medical re-
search to get us closer to that day 
when no one—no one—has to face the 
diagnosis or live with ALS and it will 
be a chapter in our history, not a 
threat for our future. But for today in 
this body, I am grateful for a chance to 
celebrate a significant step forward, a 
unanimous action by this Chamber, 
and the delivery of hope to so many 
around our Nation and our world. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID GRANNIS 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a remarkable 
member of my staff who is retiring 
from public service: Mr. David Grannis. 

I must admit I misled David into 
coming to the Senate floor for this 
speech. I told him I was coming to 
speak on something completely dif-
ferent because he is not fond of being 
the center of attention, particularly 
when he is the subject of praise, but he 
deserves it—both the praise and the 
surprise—since he has been known to 
play a practical joke or two himself. 
All I told him is I needed to discuss a 
very important matter on the floor of 
the Senate and I wanted him to hear it. 

By the way, everything I made up on 
the way over here, you can completely 
ignore. That was a ruse. 

What I wanted to come here to talk 
about was, in fact, David Grannis. 
David is no stranger to these farewell 
speeches. Congresswoman Jane Har-
man gave one about him leaving her of-
fice. Not to be outdone, Senator Fein-
stein has given two farewell-to-David 
speeches—one when he departed as 
staff director for the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee and another when 
he left her office as chief of staff. 

This speech today may be the last of 
its kind, or may not. You never know. 
But let me begin by quoting my former 
colleague, the late, great Senator Fein-
stein, who said: 

David led with wit and wisdom and dem-
onstrated an uncanny ability to get the job 
done. He has been by my side for countless 
meetings with foreign leaders, ambassadors, 
military commanders, corporate chiefs, and 
local officials. David has served as a mentor 
for many members of my staff, and his pro-
fessionalism and dedication are second to 
none. He is someone that I am proud to call 
a friend. 

I cannot improve on those comments, 
so I will not try. Instead of sharing 
again his long list of accomplish-
ments—the major pieces of legislation 
that he has helped to pass, the critical 
oversight that he has delivered, or the 
assistance he secured for so many 
grateful Californians—I want to talk 
about David as a person and what he 
has meant to the many dozens of us— 
probably hundreds of us—who have had 
the privilege of working with him. 

When David first joined my office as 
a senior policy adviser, I knew we were 
gaining someone with a wealth of expe-
rience. I had known him from his time 
on SSCI and also serving with Senator 
Feinstein. But what I did not fully ap-
preciate, what I could not have known 
was that our team was not only gain-
ing someone with just incredible expe-
rience but also someone who cares so 
deeply about the people he works with 
and someone who is just a superlative 
mentor, particularly toward the junior 
staff, many of whom are here with us 
today to honor him. 

His impressive CV does not mention 
his acerbic wit, his many practical 
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jokes, his commitment to learning the 
lingo of the newest generation—seri-
ously, he is quite committed to that; 
very awkward when he uses it, but he 
is quite committed to it—or the vig-
orous way he ensures that the staff 
keep the office refrigerator clean 
enough for surgical instruments. So, 
today, I want to do something a little 
different. I want to come here and laud 
once again his record of legislative 
service, yes, but more to the point, I 
want to share some of the stories of 
those who have had the privilege of 
working alongside him but who do not 
have the same privilege that I have to 
order him to sit here and listen to us 
say nice things about him—because, 
otherwise, he would not allow such a 
celebration; he would not allow us to 
share these stories of his mentorship 
and his presence, how he has uplifted 
our staff and colleagues, and how much 
he means to all of us—because his work 
is really the stuff of legend. 

One of our young staff Andrea calls 
David ‘‘best friend.’’ And that is not an 
exaggeration. He once told her that she 
should ‘‘heckle every staffer on our 
team who was late to their meeting re-
gardless of who they were, and yes, [in-
cluding the] Chief of Staff.’’ 

He has encouraged ‘‘spontaneous 
selfies’’ and participated in staff chats 
exclusively in all caps. Andrea, and all 
of us, know that he is someone who 
will never fail to make someone laugh 
during a very stressful day. 

To know him is to be on the watch 
for practical jokes, sometimes by his 
hand and other times played upon him. 
And we won’t even get into the ‘‘caps 
lock’’ incident or the role he has 
played as ‘‘Mr. Liquid.’’ And I am not 
going to get into those things because 
I have no idea what they are. 

When Sydney on our team noted that 
we would ‘‘lose a true institution’’ with 
David’s departure, she may have been 
thinking about this interaction she had 
with David: 

Sydney, then assistant to our legisla-
tive director, joined a staff delegation 
trip with a branch of our Armed 
Forces, and because she was one of the 
only Senate staffers on the trip, and 
perhaps because they thought Sydney 
was the legislative director herself, 
they named the trip ‘‘STAFFDEL 
DUCKOR,’’ Sydney’s last name. And so, 
when Sydney returned, David had 
printed a floor chart version of the 
STAFFDEL DUCKOR documents, 
alongside a 30-inch-tall headshot of 
Sydney—a floor chart that still, on oc-
casion, is wedged in a place that Syd-
ney will somehow run into it when she 
least expects it, like in a stairwell. 
Sydney’s giant mug or the floor chart 
is sure to pop up at unexpected mo-
ments, courtesy of her mentor David 
Grannis. 

As Ian, a former staffer for Senator 
Feinstein, noted, David had an ‘‘ex-
traordinarily hard job over many 
years, even for a chief. But he did it so 
well and kept his cool, protecting the 
boss as well as the staff with that [s]- 

eating grin as his shield and that . . . 
wit as his sword.’’ 

Even when he is at his busiest, David 
has always had time for everyone from 
interns to LDs. As Ian put it, ‘‘He acted 
as if he wasn’t too busy for you, [not] 
at all.’’ 

A consistent theme for David is tal-
ent spotting and uplifting staff. Megan, 
who was a young Feinstein staffer in 
her San Francisco office, found out 
when the Senator had a need for a new 
director of scheduling. David brought 
her out to interview. Now, Senator 
Feinstein wasn’t convinced that Megan 
was the right fit, but David was not de-
terred. So he flew her out again, this 
time to staff the Senator, training her 
on how to do the job, and then made 
the case again to the Senator. And 
wouldn’t you know it, she got the job. 

As Megan told us, ‘‘It shaped my en-
tire career trajectory, shaped me as a 
leader, and showed me how to lead a 
ship in troubled waters.’’ She also 
noted that she eventually told David a 
couple of years later that ‘‘the Senator 
said she wanted to kick [him] in the 
pants when [he] recommended 
[Megan].’’ 

Alexandra, a mentee of David’s, re-
membered that he took a chance on her 
and remembered the time he took to 
engage interns and teach them about 
the Senate, like in a scavenger hunt 
that ended in the interns needing to 
get the torture report recreated in the 
documents room and have David auto-
graph it, which he most gamely was 
pleased to do. 

And when Brett was called by David 
to offer him a job, he did the sensible 
thing: He asked for a little bit of time 
to talk to his wife about it. And as 
Brett tells it, ‘‘There was a long pause. 
Then, in a tone I would come to know 
very well over the next several years, 
David said: ‘Really? You seriously need 
to think about this?’’’ 

As Brett put it, ‘‘That’s David in one 
line—you never quite know if he’s teas-
ing you, testing you, or just telling you 
the truth. Twenty-plus years in Con-
gress, and he remains, to everyone 
who’s worked with him, [kind of an] 
enigma. The enigma is the method. He 
protected the staff so [they] could just 
do the work. That wasn’t an accident. 
That was David, protecting people who 
didn’t even know they were being pro-
tected.’’ 

Even in our office, David had an eye 
for talent, never failing to mention 
when an intern or a junior staffer did a 
first draft or came up with an idea that 
was brought to him and then brought 
to me. He could do it with the smallest 
of projects. But he knew how to handle 
the biggest tasks, especially on the In-
telligence Committee. 

As Mike Buchwald told us, ‘‘David 
was known for approaching politically 
charged issues with integrity and a 
commitment to ensuring the Com-
mittee fulfilled its constitutional over-
sight responsibilities.’’ That is the 
highest charge of the Intelligence Com-
mittee, as we saw with David’s han-

dling of the Senate CIA torture report, 
its creation, and its release. 

It was because of David, Senator 
Feinstein, and the many talented mem-
bers of the SSCI staff, that this report 
ever saw the light of day, culminating 
in a floor speech by Senator Feinstein 
for the ages. David and Mike worked on 
draft after draft of the speech, an-
nouncing the ‘‘painstaking process’’ to 
chronicle each of the CIA’s abuses of 
power. But they were never sure the 
speech would actually see the light of 
day. 

Finally, one morning at 9 a.m. David 
dropped by Mike’s desk, saying simply, 
‘‘Let’s go to the floor. She’s giving the 
speech.’’ 

She gave that speech right here, 
speaking truth to power, calling out 
abuses of power. 

Dan, a SSCI staffer at the time, 
noted David’s immense work with a bi-
partisan group of Senators to ban the 
CIA’s ‘‘enhanced interrogation tech-
niques,’’ which included torture tactics 
such as waterboarding. As Dan put it, 
David ‘‘served our country in enor-
mously consequential ways, almost en-
tirely out of the public view. And be-
cause of the quiet, persistent work he 
did, the known history of the United 
States is different, and more honest, 
than it would otherwise be.’’ 

Now, I want to make one thing very 
clear. I don’t want any of this praise to 
make you believe he is perfect. He is 
not. David, for example, would prefer 
that, today, I quote from the wisdom of 
Fangorn or Lothlorien, which I will not 
do because, for one, I have no idea who 
they are; and, what is more, I suspect 
it is some obscure reference to ‘‘Lord of 
the Rings.’’ 

He once gave a presentation to our 
staff at a brown bag lunch in which he 
said that, of the top 100 films ever 
made, three of the ‘‘Lord of the Rings’’ 
movies—three of them, mind you—were 
in the top 10. So you can see he is prone 
to occasional but glaring lapses in 
judgment. 

I am sorry, David. You are just wrong 
about that. And I know that I am 
pissing off Stephen Colbert and a lot of 
other people by saying that. But real-
ly? Three of the greatest movies of all 
time, ‘‘Lord of the Rings’’ movies? I 
mean, does that even require discus-
sion? 

Another member of our amazing staff 
Sircey noted dryly that ‘‘behind the 
wit, David genuinely cared about the 
people he worked with—even if he 
wasn’t always going to admit it.’’ She 
cited specifically how he brought his 
wonderful humor to the—well, the bow-
els of the basement where our office 
was once located—actually, twice lo-
cated—which David took to calling the 
‘‘lower chamber.’’ 

Peter, a colleague from the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, remembered 
two benches. Senator Feinstein would 
occupy the ‘‘hot bench,’’ peppering you 
with questions. David, in contrast, was 
a ‘‘cold bench,’’ where he would just 
stare at you uncomfortably with a 
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‘‘resting ice face,’’ kind of like I am 
getting right now, and allow for your 
own internal dialogue to wreck you. 
Both techniques were very effective. 

When Peter, a former prosecutor, was 
told to run a hotline, he had no idea 
what to do—something I can relate to 
after joining the Senate after so many 
years in the House. So Peter asked 
David how to hotline something. And 
according to Peter, he just ‘‘stared at 
me for a long time. He then took a 
long, deep breath. And then he contin-
ued to stare.’’ Classic David Grannis. 

Deanna noted that David is the rea-
son ‘‘so many of us got our start on 
Capitol Hill’’ through his steady advo-
cacy. 

Ricky noted a simple code to live by 
that David would repeat: 

Don’t do anything stupid. 

That is outstanding advice for Sen-
ators and staff alike. 

Tonya said he was ‘‘never afraid to 
poke fun and turning almost anything 
into a punchline, he truly cared for and 
mentored so many young staffers.’’ 

Flavio said that ‘‘despite his senior-
ity, or more likely because of it’’ 
through humor and pranks, David 
‘‘makes our office laugh while teaching 
us the importance of timeliness and de-
livering praise’’ and always advocating 
for interns and junior staff, even if 
they didn’t ‘‘always understand the 
pre-2001 movie references.’’ 

Megan said he shared important life 
lessons, Grannis style: Don’t attend a 
meeting and change the agenda. And— 
if you think you have it bad, someone 
always has it worse. 

When Jahari first moved from our 
Fresno office to DC, she was nervous, 
but in her telling, David was the first 
person she chatted with and imme-
diately felt at ease. When other staff 
ask who has become her mentor, as she 
put it, ‘‘David is an easy answer.’’ 

This character of David is not new. 
During Senator Feinstein’s first fare-
well speech about him, she noted the 
same: 

I . . . want to echo many of the comments 
that our committee staff has made about 
David. 

[He] has been the rock upon which the 
staff’s foundation is built. 

Now, speaking of The Rock, I fear 
this speech would be incomplete with-
out talking about the ‘‘big hunk of 
beef’’ incident, which I am told is a fa-
vorite story of David’s. 

David and Senator Feinstein’s legis-
lative director Rachel were staffing the 
Senator during a late-night vote- 
arama—something we have had a lot of 
experience at lately. It is around 2 
a.m., and the Senator is flipping chan-
nels between CNN and the floor and 
random channels when she finally 
lands on a movie starring none other 
than The Rock. After a while, she just 
matter-of-factly states, ‘‘That’s a big 
hunk of meat,’’ causing David, at a safe 
distance, to laugh uncontrollably. 

When I put out the call for recollec-
tions of David and their memories of 
his time on the Hill, the response, as 

you have heard just a small sample, 
was overwhelming. But now I want to 
share my own. 

David has not only been a mentor to 
the staff, he has helped mentor me as 
well. We began working together al-
most 2 years ago when I was elected to 
the Senate; and in that time, I have 
been such an enormous beneficiary of 
his experience and his wisdom, his 
sense of humor, his poise under pres-
sure, his intellect, and his friendship. 

I am so lucky. I am so lucky to have 
had you on my team—so lucky. 

On the most extensive range of 
issues—from foreign policy, to national 
security, to intelligence reform, to 
Senate procedure, and so much more— 
he has been the most extraordinary 
source of knowledge and expertise. 

I have come to rely upon him implic-
itly and without hesitation. The re-
spect he is held in by Senators and 
staff is unrivaled on the Hill—truly. He 
has dedicated himself to public service 
for decades now, and the Senate and 
the country are immeasurably better 
for it. He is the quintessential public 
servant. 

Thank you, David. Thank you. 
Finally, I want to end my comments 

by thanking David’s wife Kerry and 
their wonderful children Sarah, Amel-
ia, and Nathaniel. Senate staff make a 
lot of sacrifices to serve the public—fi-
nancial and otherwise, late nights, 
weekends, missed trips—and their fam-
ilies are the ones who support them the 
most. 

So thank you, David. I can’t wait to 
see what you do next, and the legions 
of staff that you helped and influenced 
and mentored and supported can’t wait 
either. We all thank you. 

I yield the floor. 
(Mrs. MOODY assumed the Chair.) 
(Mr. MCCORMICK assumed the 

Chair.) 
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session and con-
sider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar No. 877 and all nomina-
tions on the Secretary’s desk in the 
Marine Corps; that the nominations be 
confirmed en bloc; that the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions 
be in order to the nomination; and that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

IN THE SPACE FORCE 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment as Chief of Space Operations and ap-

pointment in the United States Space Force 
to the grade indicated while assigned to a po-
sition of importance and responsibility under 
title 10, U.S.C., section 601 and 9082: 

To be general 

Lt. Gen. Douglas A. Schiess 
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 

DESK 
IN THE MARINE CORPS 

PN681—MARINE CORPS nomination of 
Vincent J. Noble, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of December 2, 2025. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NATHAN FAIRHOLM 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Nathan Fairholm, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Nathan is a graduate of Vermillion 
High School in Vermillion, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending Brigham Young 
University in Provo, UT, where he is 
pursuing a degree in political science. 
He is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Nathan for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TYLER GROEN 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Tyler Groen, an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office, for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Tyler is a graduate of Brandon Val-
ley High School in Brandon, SD, and a 
recent graduate of South Dakota State 
University in Brookings, SD, having 
earned a degree in human biology. Next 
year, Tyler plans to attend medical 
school. He is a hard worker who has 
been dedicated to getting the most out 
of his internship experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Tyler for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALKER LARSON 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Walker Larson, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 
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Walker is a graduate of Aberdeen 

Christian School in Aberdeen, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending Northern State 
University in Aberdeen, SD, where he 
is pursuing a degree in history. He is a 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Walker for all of the fine 
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM MCNAMARA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, each of 
us serving in the Senate hopes to leave 
behind some sort of legacy. My own be-
gins with the interns that have passed 
through my office. Over my four dec-
ades in Congress, I have had more than 
3,000 interns work for me at one point 
or another, although my staff are con-
vinced that the true number is even 
higher. These young people have cov-
ered me with glory, and it has been a 
great privilege to help them get their 
foot in the door of politics. Today, I 
would like to recognize one of my 
former interns, who has made a name 
for himself in his own right: mayor of 
Rockford, Tom McNamara. 

Tom worked in my office in Wash-
ington, DC, in 2005, around the time he 
completed his undergraduate degree at 
John Carroll University. He arrived 
with a strong commitment to public 
service—a commitment instilled by his 
parents and honed during his time at 
school. At John Carroll, Tom volun-
teered at a correctional facility, where 
he assisted parolees and probationers 
who struggled with alcohol and sub-
stance use disorder. In between answer-
ing phone calls and giving tours of the 
Capitol, Tom’s interest in the criminal 
justice system only deepened. He con-
templated how he could improve the 
way we treat the incarcerated and how 
he could make his vision a reality. 

After completing his internship, Tom 
took on a full-time role in my office as 
a staff assistant. But, in a great loss 
for my operations, he soon decided that 
he wanted to continue his education at 
John Carroll and returned to his alma 
matter to obtain a master’s degree in 
nonprofit administration. While study-
ing, he simultaneously worked at a 
nonprofit to help incarcerated individ-
uals reunite with their families and re-
integrate into society. But Tom 
couldn’t stay away from Rockford for 
long. After completing his master’s, he 
moved back to the Forest City to be 
closer to his family. Upon his return, 
he immediately plunged himself into a 
wide array of community service ini-
tiatives and began to assist candidates 
in various political races. 

As Tom settled down in Rockford, he 
increasingly reflected on those who 
lacked the same opportunity. He could 
count on his fingers the number of his 
high school classmates who still lived 
in Rockford and was worried that this 
trend would continue unless someone 
fought to change it. Fortunately, Tom 

is not the kind of person to sit on the 
sidelines. In 2013, he ran to be alderman 
for Rockford’s 3rd Ward, where he ran 
against a three-term Republican in-
cumbent. Tom won and quickly got to 
work investing in Rockford. As alder-
man, Tom led initiatives to revitalize 
Rockford’s housing market and spark 
new commercial developments across 
the city. When the city faced a budget 
crisis in 2017, Tom helped to craft a 
compromise resolution that spared the 
city from tax hikes while investing in 
public safety initiatives. With his suc-
cess as a first-term alderman, it is no 
wonder that he won Rockford’s 2017 
mayoral race with 68 percent of the 
vote. 

If you want to know how Tom has 
performed as mayor, just look at the 
numbers. In 2021, there were 2,301 in-
stances of violent crime in Rockford. 
Last year, there were 1,359—a 41-per-
cent decrease over the course of 5 
years. In 2017, Rockford’s property tax 
rate was 3.31 percent. Today, it is less 
than 2 percent. Property values have 
increased 56 percent since 2017, the 
number of vacant buildings has de-
creased by 17 percent, and the city is 
adding thousands of jobs as major cor-
porations move in. It is remarkable to 
witness the transformation Rockford 
has undergone under Tom’s leadership. 
Dilapidated factories are being turned 
into new homes and businesses, and 
people are flocking to what the Wall 
Street Journal has described as Amer-
ica’s ‘‘top housing market.’’ The prob-
lem of vacant homes has been reversed, 
and now Rockford is racing to con-
struct enough houses for all those who 
hope to move to the area. 

While these changes are the fruits of 
the labor of thousands of people com-
mitted to Rockford’s future, it is im-
portant to note the central role Tom 
has played in the city’s redevelopment. 
Tom brought together police and com-
munity groups for more effective vio-
lence prevention programs. He worked 
with businesses and the city council to 
incentivize new developments across 
the city and balance Rockford’s budg-
et. As mayor, he brought an infectious 
sense of hope and optimism that now 
permeates throughout the city. I have 
worked with Tom throughout the years 
on a variety of Federal initiatives in 
Rockford, where I have had the oppor-
tunity to see his love for his city and 
community firsthand. 

Of course, if you knew Tom’s family, 
none of this would be surprising. Public 
service runs in the McNamara blood. 
Tom’s grandfather served on the city 
council and school board in Whiting, 
IN. And John, Tom’s father, was a U.S. 
Army veteran, having earned a Bronze 
Star in Vietnam, and was mayor of 
Rockford during many of the Forest 
City’s darkest years. Like Tom, John 
guided Rockford through an incredibly 
difficult time and helped the city re-
cover from a devastating manufac-
turing recession. Also, like his son, 
John did it all with unyielding opti-
mism. John was a dear friend of mine, 

and I know that he would be so proud 
to see all that Tom has accomplished. 

While Tom is stepping down from his 
position as mayor, his time in public 
service is far from over. Later this 
year, he will become CEO of the Illi-
nois Municipal League, an organization 
representing Illinois’ 1,300 municipali-
ties. I look forward to seeing how he 
will support the State of Illinois in this 
new role. 

I am grateful that I had the oppor-
tunity to welcome Tom to the world of 
politics more than two decades ago. It 
has been a great honor to see him de-
velop as both a leader and public serv-
ant. I hope the whole Senate will join 
me in congratulating Tom, his wife 
Sarah, and their children Olympia and 
Malachy as they begin the next chapter 
of their lives. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the notifications 
that have been received. If the cover 
letter references a classified annex, 
then such an annex is available to all 
Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, DC. 

CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION TRANSMITTAL 
LETTER 

Please find enclosed the following notifica-
tion from the Department of State. 

Department Notification Number: RSAT 
26–82. 

Pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act (AECA), as amended, we are forwarding 
Transmittal No. 26–82 concerning Army’s 
proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to 
the Government of Norway for defense arti-
cles and services estimated to cost $270 mil-
lion. We will issue a news release to notify 
the public of this proposed sale upon delivery 
of this letter to your office. 

Recipients: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER BERGAUST, 

Senior Bureau Official, 
Bureau of Legislative Affairs. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 26–82 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Norway 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4506 August 6, 2026 
(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0. 
Other $270 million. 
Total $270 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: Foreign Military Sales 
(FMS) case NO–B–VSJ was below the con-
gressional notification threshold at $99.99 
million ($0 in major defense equipment 
(MDE)) and included 155mm High Explosive 
(HE) M795 Projectiles. The Government of 
Norway has requested that the case be 
amended to include additional 155mm HE 
M795 Projectiles; technical assistance; tech-
nical documentation; U.S. Government and 
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support. This 
amendment will cause the case to exceed the 
notification threshold, and thus notification 
of the entire program is required. The above 
notification requirements are combined as 
follows: 

MDE: None. 
Non-MDE: The following non-MDE items 

will be included: 155mm HE M795 Projectiles; 
technical assistance; technical documenta-
tion; U.S. Government and contractor engi-
neering, technical, and logistics support 
services; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (NO–B– 
VSJ). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
August 5, 2026. 

* As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Norway—155mm High Explosive (HE) M795 

Projectile 
The Government of Norway has requested 

to buy additional 155mm High Explosive (HE) 
M795 Projectiles; technical assistance; tech-
nical documentation; U.S. Government and 
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services; and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support that 
will be added to a previously implemented 
case whose value was under the congres-
sional notification threshold. The original 
Foreign Military Sales (FMS) case, valued at 
$99.99 million ($0 in major defense equipment 
(MDE)), included 155mm HE M795 Projec-
tiles. This notification is for a combined 
total of the following non-MDE items: 
155mm HE M795 Projectiles; technical assist-
ance; technical documentation; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical, 
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost is $270 mil-
lion. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by improving the security 
of a NATO Ally that is a force for political 
stability and economic progress in Europe. 

The proposed sale will improve Norway’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats and increase its interoperability 
with the U.S. and other allied forces. This 
proposed sale will enhance Norway’s artil-
lery and mid-range fire capability. Norway 
will have no difficulty absorbing this equip-
ment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The principal contractors will be American 
Ordinance, located in Middletown, IA; and 

General Dynamics, located in Camden, AR. 
While this purchaser typically requests off-
sets, there is currently no known offset 
agreement regarding the items being added 
to this case. Any offset agreement will be de-
fined in negotiations between the purchaser 
and the contractor. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Norway. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the notifications 
that have been received. If the cover 
letter references a classified annex, 
then such an annex is available to all 
Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington DC. 

CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION TRANSMITTAL 
SHEET 

Please find enclosed the following notifica-
tion from the Department of State. 

Department Notification Number: RSAT 
case 26–11558. 

Pursuant to section 3(d) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, please find enclosed a cer-
tification of a proposed transfer of major de-
fense equipment with an original acquisition 
value of approximately $ 255,900,000. 

The transaction described in the attached 
certification involves the permanent trans-
fer of (12) M270 Multiple Launch Rocket Sys-
tem (MLRS) launchers, (2,524) M26 unguided 
Dual-Purpose Improved Conventional Muni-
tions (DPICM) rockets, and (47,000) M509AI 
203mm DPICM howitzer rounds to the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine via Turkish private enti-
ties MKE AŞ, ASFAT AŞ, and ARCA 
Savunma San. Tic. AŞ; Bulgarian private en-
tity VTIC International Ltd.; and U.S. pri-
vate entities Pansophico and Patriot Defense 
Group. This transfer is consistent with U.S. 
security assistance objectives. 

The United States government is prepared 
to authorize this transfer, having taken into 
account political, military, economic, 
human rights, and arms control consider-
ations. Detailed information is contained in 
the attached certification. 

Receiving Committees: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
We hope you find this information useful. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER BERGAUST, 

Senior Bureau Official, 
Bureau of Legislative Affairs. 

Enclosure. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE TRANSMITTAL NO. RSAT 

26–11496 
Notice of Proposed Permanent Transfer of 

Major Defense Equipment * 
(1) Name of the Countries or International 

Organization Proposing to Make Such Trans-
fer: Government of Türkiye (‘‘Türkiye’’). 

(2) Description of Article of Service Pro-
posed to be Permanently Transferred: 

(12) M270 Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(MLRS) launchers. 

(2,524) M26 unguided Dual-Purpose Im-
proved Conventional Munitions (DPICM) 
rockets. 

(47,000) M509AI 203mm DPICM howitzer 
rounds. 

(3) Name of the Proposed Recipient of Such 
Article: 

The Government of Ukraine, via Turkish 
private entities MKE AŞ, ASFAT AŞ, and 
ARCA Savunma San. Tic. AŞ; Bulgarian pri-
vate entity VTIC International Ltd.; and 
U.S. private entities Pansophico and Patriot 
Defense Group. 

(4) The Reasons for the Proposed Transfer: 
Türkiye seeks to reduce its inventory of 

older defense articles to focus its financial 
resources on modernization and sustainment 
of existing systems. 

Ukraine seeks to acquire these systems to 
bolster its offensive and defense fire support 
capabilities as it resists the Russian inva-
sion. Ukraine already possesses munitions of 
the same or essentially similar type. 

(5) Date Transfer is Proposed to be Made: 
Immediately after the congressional notifi-
cation period is complete. 

(6) Date Notification was Delivered to Con-
gress: August 3, 2026. 

* Major Defense Equipment is as defined in 
section 47(6) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the notifications 
that have been received. If the cover 
letter references a classified annex, 
then such an annex is available to all 
Senators in the office of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, DC. 

CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION TRANSMITTAL 
SHEET 

Please find enclosed the following notifica-
tion from the Department of State. 

Department Notification Number: RSAT 
case 26–11496. 

Pursuant to section 3(d) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, please find enclosed a cer-
tification of a proposed transfer of major de-
fense equipment with an original acquisition 
value of approximately $28,000,000. 
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The transaction described in the attached 

certification involves the permanent trans-
fer of (70) M39 ATACMS Missiles to the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine via Turkish private enti-
ty MKE AŞ and U.S. private entities 
Pansophico and Patriot Defense Group. This 
transfer is consistent with U.S. security as-
sistance objectives. 

The United States government is prepared 
to authorize this transfer, having taken into 
account political, military, economic, 
human rights, and arms control consider-
ations. Detailed information is contained in 
the attached certification. 

Receiving Committees: 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations 
We hope you find this information useful. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions. 

Sincerely, 
CHRISTOPHER BERGAUST, 

Senior Bureau Official, 
Bureau of Legislative Affairs. 

Enclosure. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE TRANSMITTAL NO. RSAT 

26–11496 
Notice of Proposed Permanent Transfer of 

Major Defense Equipment * 

(1) Name of the Countries or International 
Organization Proposing to Make Such Trans-
fer: Government of Türkiye (‘‘Türkiye’’). 

(2) Description of Article of Service Pro-
posed to be Permanently Transferred: 

(70) M39 ATACMS Missiles. 
(3) Name of the Proposed Recipient of Such 

Article: 
The Government of Ukraine, via Turkish 

private entity MKE AŞ and U.S. private en-
tities Pansophico and Patriot Defense Group. 

(4) The Reasons for the Proposed Transfer: 
Türkiye seeks to reduce its inventory of 

older defense articles to focus its financial 
resources on modernization and sustainment 
of existing systems. 

Ukraine seeks to acquire these systems to 
bolster its offensive and defense fire support 
capabilities as it resists the Russian inva-
sion. Ukraine already possesses munitions of 
the same or essentially similar type. 

(5) Date Transfer is Proposed to be Made: 
Immediately after the congressional notifi-
cation period is complete. 

(6) Date Notification was Delivered to Con-
gress: August 3, 2026. 

* Major Defense Equipment is as defined in 
section 47(6) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
as amended 

f 

NOMINATION OF LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL VINCENT J. NOBLE 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am cor-
recting the record and releasing my 
hold on Executive Calendar No. PN681– 
2, the promotion of Lt. Col. Vincent J. 
Noble. 

When I placed a hold on this pro-
motion on March 24, 2026, I had gath-
ered, from public reporting, including a 
New York Times article from 2007, that 
Vincent J. Noble was part of a Marine 
unit that fired at civilians as he and 
his patrol traveled 7 miles along a 
highway in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, on 
March 4, 2007, killing 19 civilians indis-
criminately. 

Following my initial public state-
ment regarding my concerns about this 
military promotion, I received addi-
tional information from the Depart-
ment of Defense clarifying the nature 
of Noble’s conduct in March 2007, over 

which the U.S. Marine Corps Court of 
Inquiry had conducted an in-depth in-
vestigation. 

Based on the official documents I 
have received from the Department of 
Defense related to Noble’s time with 
the Marines, as well as additional pub-
lic reporting from the Military Times, 
I now know that Noble was not in-
volved in massacring civilians on 
March 4, 2007. 

The U.S. Marine Corps Court of In-
quiry convened in January 2008 deter-
mined the marines defended them-
selves appropriately and proportionally 
against the March 4, 2007, ambush, that 
no punitive or adverse administrative 
actions were warranted against the 
personnel of the convoy, and that the 
findings of the initial investigating of-
ficer were inconsistent with the evi-
dence considered by the court. 

I had originally received an incom-
plete and inaccurate representation of 
Noble’s actions. Now, I am relieved to 
know he was not responsible for these 
civilians’ deaths. 

I have also been concerned with Lieu-
tenant Colonel Noble’s admission of 
falsified military records. However, 
these events have been dealt with by 
the Commander, Marine Forces Central 
Command, with Noble having pleaded 
guilty and admitting his conduct unbe-
coming an officer. 

I remain hopeful that Noble proves to 
be a better colonel than he had been 
earlier as a captain, and I am releasing 
my hold. 

f 

NOMINATION OF KENNETH 
SORENSON 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the nomination of 
Kenneth Sorenson to serve as U.S. At-
torney for the District of Hawaii. Mr. 
Sorenson has devoted four decades to 
the Department of Justice, serving 
with distinction as an assistant U.S. 
attorney, first assistant U.S. attorney, 
criminal chief, senior litigation coun-
sel, and most recently as acting and in-
terim U.S. attorney. Throughout his 
career, he has successfully prosecuted 
complex cases involving espionage, ter-
rorism, public corruption, narcotics 
trafficking, and violent crime, earning 
multiple awards from the Department 
of Justice and the FBI, including the 
prestigious J. Michael Bradford Award 
recognizing the Nation’s most out-
standing assistant U.S. attorney. His 
extensive experience, steadfast com-
mitment to the rule of law, and record 
of public service make him well quali-
fied to continue leading the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the District of Hawaii, 
and I support his nomination. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, on 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026, I partici-
pated in the Minnesota Farmfest Gov-
ernor Forum in Redwood County, MN. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 
nay on the vote before the Senate to 

confirm Erica Schwartz, of Florida, to 
be Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, rollcall vote 
No. 220, Executive Calendar No. 910. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM MACRAE 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and thank Jim 
Macrae for his extraordinary career of 
public service and for his contributions 
to expanding access to primary care for 
all Americans. As he retires from the 
Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration after decades of dedicated 
leadership, he leaves behind a legacy 
that has made our healthcare system 
stronger. 

Throughout his career, Jim has been 
a tireless champion for community 
health centers and the millions of pa-
tients who rely on them for high-qual-
ity, affordable primary care. As Asso-
ciate Administrator of the Health Re-
sources and Services Administration’s 
Bureau of Primary Health Care, he 
oversaw a huge expansion of commu-
nity health centers, leading and 
strengthening one of our Nation’s most 
successful healthcare programs and en-
suring that community health centers 
can continue providing high-quality 
care in underserved communities 
across this country. 

Primary care is the backbone of our 
healthcare system. Community health 
centers make up a major portion of 
that backbone. While we have made 
great progress towards ensuring all 
people have access to the primary care 
they need, there is much more to be 
done. 

Community health centers provide 
affordable, quality primary medical, 
dental, and mental health care as well 
as access to low-cost prescription drugs 
to over 32 million people. In Vermont, 
nearly one out of every three people re-
ceive their primary healthcare through 
a community healthcenter across over 
90 sites—something that I and my fel-
low Vermonters are very proud of. I 
thank Jim for his support of Vermont’s 
work to build a vibrant network of 
community health centers across our 
State. 

Over my years in the Senate and as 
chair and ranking member of the 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee, I have worked hard 
to expand community health centers. 
Jim has been an effective partner in 
these efforts throughout the years. As 
Jim begins this well-earned retire-
ment, I extend my deepest gratitude 
for his dedication to improving our 
healthcare system and the health of 
millions of Americans. We owe him our 
thanks and respect. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE U.S. SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDU-
CATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS 
STAFF 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, as we 
move into the August recess, I would 
like to remind my colleagues that the 
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bipartisan work the Senate does each 
day on behalf of the American people is 
possible in no small part because of our 
staff. Staff are always the first in line 
advocating for constituents and mak-
ing American lives better, dedicating 
themselves to public service. As I wrap 
up my time in this Chamber and as the 
chair of the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, I would like to thank my staff 
director Matthew Gallivan, my deputy 
staff director Danielle Janowski, and 
all of the staff that have served under 
their leadership: Margie Almanza, Ben 
Arquit, Will Arthur, Caroline Benson, 
Elizabeth Bielic, Bryce Billiot, Ty 
Bofferding, Garrett Buttrey, Daniel 
Chasen, Matthew Chingos, Sophie 
Conners, Claire Dunn, Cameron Dur-
ham, Jake Easter, Alaura Ervin, Keith 
Fernandez, Kyle Fortson, Patrick Fox, 
Romney Gripado, Kathryn Handler, 
Jackson Hern, Megan Kinner, Sinclair 
Kouns, Jeffrey Last, Stephen 
Lewernez, Alycia Maloney, Chad Mil-
ler, Anna Rose Moore, Clare Paoletta, 
Daniel Parker, Matthew Penner, Gigi 
Powers, TJ Prame, Joe Ramallo, 
Kristen Shatynski, Chung Shek, Mi-
chael Sinacore, Ryan Sweeney, Joanne 
Thomas, Matthew Thomas, Brianna 
Tibbetts, Dominic Travis, Todd Tuten, 
Luce Tysor, Jack Uhl, Micah Wortham, 
and Frank Zhang. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REBECCA R. BRILES 
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 

today to recognize and congratulate 
Rebecca Redding Briles on over 30 re-
markable years of dedicated service to 
the people of North Carolina. 

Rebecca began her public service ca-
reer with Congressman Bill Cobey be-
fore joining Congressman Howard 
Coble’s office in 1995 as a caseworker 
and community outreach representa-
tive. Working in a one-person district 
office, she managed all constituent re-
quests for the region while serving as a 
trusted liaison between North Caro-
linians and the Federal Government. 
She provided expert assistance on a 
wide range of issues involving Federal 
agencies, represented the Congressman 
at community events throughout 
North Carolina’s Sixth Congressional 
District, and built lasting relationships 
with constituents, local leaders, and 
public officials through her unwavering 
commitment to public service. 

Rebecca continued her dedication to 
serving North Carolinians in Congress-
woman Renee Ellmers’ office from 2013 
to 2015 as director of constituent serv-
ices. In this leadership role, she man-
aged operations across two district of-
fices, mentored a team of constituent 
liaisons, and ensured that constituents 
received responsive, compassionate, 
and effective assistance. 

In 2015, Rebecca brought that same 
leadership and steadfast dedication to 
my office as regional director of con-
stituent advocacy. She has been a 
trusted resource, providing expert as-
sistance on immigration and U.S. De-

partment of State matters. Her work 
has helped employers secure critical 
workforce talent through successful 
visa coordination, including support 
for businesses expanding operations in 
North Carolina. She has also been a 
tireless advocate for veterans and So-
cial Security beneficiaries. 

When a North Carolina family faced 
severe financial hardship, Rebecca 
worked tirelessly to expedite the proc-
essing of their Social Security benefits. 
With the family’s home on the brink of 
foreclosure, her persistent advocacy se-
cured the timely release of those bene-
fits, allowing them to remain in their 
home during a time of great need. This 
example reflects the compassion, per-
sistence, and effectiveness that have 
defined Rebecca’s work throughout her 
distinguished career. 

Rebecca Redding Briles’ lifetime of 
service to North Carolina stands as a 
testament to the extraordinary impact 
one dedicated public servant can make 
in the lives of others. I congratulate 
Rebecca on this well-deserved recogni-
tion and thank her for her unwavering 
commitment and compassionate serv-
ice to the people of the great State of 
North Carolina. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SUSAN RENE 
COLLINS 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate 
Susan Rene Collins on her remarkable 
23 years of dedicated service to the peo-
ple of North Carolina. 

Rene began her public service career 
with then-Congressman Richard Burr 
as a constituent advocate and contin-
ued serving alongside him after his 
election to the U.S. Senate as a senior 
constituent advocate from 2003 to 2022. 
Throughout her tenure, she dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment 
to the people of North Carolina, assist-
ing thousands of constituents in navi-
gating complex Federal agencies. She 
also led critical efforts during times of 
crisis, coordinating the rescue and 
evacuation of Americans from Leb-
anon, Peru, and Afghanistan. In addi-
tion, she helped North Carolina com-
munities recover from devastating hur-
ricanes by working closely with Fed-
eral, State, and local partners to en-
sure that countless families and indi-
viduals received the assistance they 
needed most. 

Continuing her dedication to serving 
North Carolinians, Rene joined my of-
fice as a senior constituent advocate in 
2022. She quickly became a trusted re-
source, providing expert assistance on 
immigration and U.S. Department of 
State matters. Her work has helped 
employers secure critical workforce 
talent through successful visa coordi-
nation, including support for busi-
nesses expanding operations in North 
Carolina and healthcare providers 
working to address physician short-
ages. She also continued her commit-
ment to humanitarian service by as-
sisting Afghan Special Immigrant Visa 

recipients in navigating the relocation 
process safely, reflecting her steadfast 
dedication to serving others with pro-
fessionalism and compassion. 

Rene’s commitment to public service 
extends far beyond the ordinary. In one 
extraordinary case, she worked tire-
lessly to secure visas for a father and 
his young son, who had been diagnosed 
with brain cancer and required life-
saving treatment at Texas Children’s 
Hospital. Not only did she obtain the 
visas, but she did so in record time, 
helping ensure the child received the 
medical care that ultimately saved his 
life. Her efforts forever changed the 
lives of that family. 

Susan Rene Collins’s lifetime of serv-
ice to North Carolina stands as a testa-
ment to the extraordinary impact one 
dedicated public servant can make in 
the lives of others. I congratulate Rene 
on this well-deserved recognition and 
thank her for her unwavering commit-
ment and compassionate service to the 
people of the great State of North 
Carolina. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANINE M. OSBORNE 

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate 
Janine M. Osborne on her remarkable 
41 years of dedicated service to the peo-
ple of North Carolina. 

Janine began her public service ca-
reer as a district representative for 
Congressman Howard Coble. From 1985 
to 2015, she managed constituent re-
quests and served as a trusted liaison 
between constituents and all levels of 
government. She provided expert as-
sistance on a broad range of Federal 
matters, represented the Congressman 
at public events, and built lasting rela-
tionships with constituents and public 
officials throughout North Carolina’s 
Sixth Congressional District. 

Janine continued her commitment to 
serving North Carolinians in Congress-
man MARK WALKER’s office from 2015 to 
2021 as director of constituent services. 
In this role, she demonstrated excep-
tional leadership by supervising and 
mentoring a team of constituent liai-
sons while personally managing nearly 
half of all constituent cases received 
by the district office. 

In 2021, Janine brought that same 
leadership and dedication to my office 
as deputy director of constituent serv-
ices. She oversaw complex constituent 
casework, mentored staff, and served 
as a trusted resource. While carrying 
these responsibilities, she continued to 
maintain an active caseload, further 
strengthening the reputation my State 
offices have earned for delivering ex-
ceptional constituent service. 

Janine’s commitment to helping 
North Carolinians extends far beyond 
the ordinary. One of the most powerful 
examples of her dedication is her effort 
to secure the Medal of Honor for U.S. 
Army Captain Hugh R. Nelson, Jr. 
Spanning 7 years, this effort began in 
Congressman WALKER’s office and cul-
minated in my office, where then- 
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President Joe Biden posthumously pre-
sented Captain Nelson with the Medal 
of Honor. Her perseverance throughout 
this yearslong endeavor exemplifies 
her ability to carry an important mis-
sion across congressional offices and 
Presidential administrations while 
never losing sight of the individual she 
was determined to honor. 

Janine Osborne’s lifetime of service 
to North Carolina stands as a testa-
ment to the extraordinary impact one 
dedicated public servant can make in 
the lives of others. I congratulate 
Janine on this well-deserved recogni-
tion and thank her for her unwavering 
commitment and compassionate serv-
ice to the people of the great State of 
North Carolina. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BECKY PRINGLE 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the accom-
plishments and service of Becky 
Pringle as she concludes her final term 
as the president of the Nation’s largest 
labor union, the National Education 
Association, NEA. Throughout her ten-
ure, Becky’s passion and purpose has 
united 3 million educators and their al-
lies across the country to use their col-
lective power to fight for the respect 
and dignity our educators deserve and 
to protect the promise of public edu-
cation for all students. 

Becky has worked with the national 
union for more than 30 years. She first 
joined the NEA in 1981 as an eighth 
grade science teacher from Philadel-
phia and began her leadership journey 
as a local union president. She then 
served on the board of directors for 
NEA and the Pennsylvania State Edu-
cation Association. 

During her tenure as NEA president, 
she helped focus the Nation’s attention 
on how the pandemic impacted our stu-
dents, schools, teachers, education sup-
port professionals, and school leaders. 
Becky’s determination also strength-
ened the labor movement and expanded 
worker power, fighting to grow NEA 
membership at a time when workers 
and public sector unions are under at-
tack. She has been recognized for her 
leadership by the National Coalition on 
Black Civic Participation, National 
Action Network, American Association 
of University Women, and President 
Barack Obama’s Commission on Edu-
cational Excellence for African Ameri-
cans. 

Becky understands that public edu-
cation is the backbone of American de-
mocracy, where all people come to-
gether to learn and grow. Thank you, 
President Pringle, for your tireless 
dedication to our Nation’s teachers, 
students, and school leaders across the 
country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILDLAND AND 
AERIAL FIREFIGHTERS 

Mr. SHEEHY. Mr. President, as our 
nation reaches the height of another 
fire season, it is my honor to pay trib-

ute to our wildland and aerial fire-
fighters. 

As we gather in the Senate today, 
wildland fire crews are working long 
days in difficult conditions across the 
country to protect resources, property, 
and their fellow Americans. As first re-
sponders, they don’t get to choose 
when and where they are needed. One 
phone call can send them hundreds of 
miles from home for days or even 
weeks. Operating on the ground and by 
air, this profession demands endurance, 
quick thinking, and extraordinary pre-
cision to get the job done. 

More often than not, success in get-
ting the job done is measured by what 
never happens: a neighborhood that 
doesn’t burn, a family that doesn’t lose 
everything, a highway that remains 
open, a town that gets another chance. 
Those victories rarely make the 
evening news, but they matter just the 
same. 

With catastrophic wildfires burning 
in our Nation today, It’s worth taking 
a moment to honor the brave men and 
women leading our Nation’s wildland 
fire response. They are neighbors, par-
ents, sons, daughters, veterans, and 
friends. They are ordinary people doing 
extraordinary work under extraor-
dinary circumstances, and they deserve 
our recognition and thanks. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING RICHARD CALVIN 
MONTGOMERY 

∑ Ms. ALSOBROOKS. Mr. President, I 
would like to honor the life and legacy 
of Richard Calvin Montgomery, an ac-
complished filmmaker, music industry 
executive, storyteller, and devoted 
community servant whose creativity, 
generosity, and commitment to uplift-
ing others left an enduring mark on 
Prince George’s County and beyond. 

Born in Cleveland, OH, Richard pur-
sued his education at Hampton Insti-
tute and Howard University. A proud 
initiate of the Beta Chi Chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., he 
remained deeply committed to his fra-
ternity and the lifelong brotherhood it 
represented. He went on to build a dis-
tinguished career in broadcasting, 
music, and entertainment. From his 
early work at WHOV-FM and WHUR- 
FM to leadership roles with A&M 
Records, Venture Records, Alchemy 
Entertainment, and his own company, 
Mediaview Communications, Richard 
became a respected creative force 
whose work elevated artists, busi-
nesses, and communities throughout 
the Washington metropolitan region. 

Richard believed every person and 
every community had a story worth 
telling. Whether producing films, docu-
menting community events, or pro-
moting the achievements of others, he 
used his remarkable gifts to preserve 
history, celebrate excellence, and in-
spire future generations. Just as im-
pressive as his professional accomplish-

ments was his generosity. He freely 
shared his time, talent, and encourage-
ment, making others feel seen, valued, 
and supported. 

I had the privilege of witnessing 
Richard’s dedication to public service 
firsthand. During my tenure as Prince 
George’s County executive, he served 
as our videographer, helping tell the 
stories of the programs and initiatives 
that strengthened our communities. 
During the global pandemic, his 
thoughtful storytelling helped us com-
bat vaccine hesitancy, share trusted 
public health information, and reach 
residents with lifesaving messages. His 
contributions to our county were in-
valuable, and I will always be grateful 
for his friendship and unwavering com-
mitment to serving others. 

Richard’s warmth, humility, and 
compassion touched everyone who 
knew him. His legacy lives on in the 
artists he championed, the stories he 
preserved, the communities he 
strengthened, and the countless lives 
he enriched through his friendship and 
generosity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring and celebrating the life of 
Richard Calvin Montgomery—a gifted 
storyteller, visionary creative, faithful 
servant, and proud member of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., whose leg-
acy of service and love for community 
will continue to inspire all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SHERIFF SAM 
COCHRAN 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize the life, legacy, 
and extraordinary service of Mobile na-
tive Sheriff Sam Cochran. After nearly 
five decades of service to our great 
State, Sheriff Cochran will be remem-
bered for his extraordinary integrity, 
courage, and unwavering commitment 
to protecting others. 

Sheriff Cochran was born and raised 
in Mobile, a community he spent a life-
time serving. After graduating from 
McGill-Toolen High School and earning 
both a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice and a master’s degree in public 
administration from the University of 
South Alabama, he began a lifelong ca-
reer in law enforcement. He was nomi-
nated to and graduated from the pres-
tigious FBI National Academy, a testa-
ment to his character, leadership, and 
heart for public service. 

For over 31 years, Sheriff Cochran 
served with the Mobile Police Depart-
ment, beginning as a police cadet and 
eventually rising through the ranks to 
become chief of police. During his dec-
ade as chief of MPD, he earned the 
trust and respect of both his fellow of-
ficers and the citizens he served 
through his principled leadership, dedi-
cation to bettering his community, and 
steadfast commitment to public safety. 

In 2006, the Mobile County commu-
nity elected him to serve as sheriff. 
During his four terms, Sheriff Cochran 
created an effective and respected law 
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enforcement department. His efforts 
resulted in a safer place to live, work, 
and raise a family. His proudest accom-
plishment, though, was leading the 
fight against the methamphetamine 
epidemic and championing legislation 
that strengthened controls on 
pseudoephedrine purchases, which dra-
matically reduced methamphetamine 
production across our State. His efforts 
no doubt saved thousands of lives and 
protected countless families in Mobile 
and across the State of Alabama. 

Sheriff Cochran was committed to 
sharing knowledge, wisdom, and inspi-
ration with the next generation of law 
enforcement officers. His mentorship 
prepared and encouraged many to lead 
with the same integrity, devotion, and 
kindness he exhibited throughout his 
career. In 2015, he was appointed to 
serve as a commissioner on the Ala-
bama Peace Officers’ Standards and 
Training Commission. His work helped 
shape future law enforcement officers, 
properly set training standards, and in-
fluenced officials throughout Alabama. 

Sheriff Cochran’s service extended 
far beyond the badge. He devoted dec-
ades of his life to organizations that 
uplifted and protected others, includ-
ing the Drug Education Council, where 
he served for 26 years and was honored 
with the Joseph Treadwell Award in 
recognition of his leadership in preven-
tion and education. He also generously 
gave his time to the Child Advocacy 
Center, Penelope House, the Alabama 
Safety Institute, the Boy Scouts of 
America, the Mobile County Commu-
nications District, and numerous other 
civic organizations dedicated to 
strengthening our communities. 

Those who knew Sheriff Cochran un-
derstood that, to him, leadership was 
never about recognition; it was about 
service, earning trust, leading with 
character, and leaving every institu-
tion stronger than he found it. His life 
stands as a testament to the enduring 
values of duty, honor, and selfless serv-
ice. 

Today, I proudly honor Sheriff Sam 
Cochran, his lifetime of faithful serv-
ice, and his passion for leadership. He 
leaves behind an extraordinary legacy 
that will continue to inspire future 
generations. May we honor his memory 
by striving to serve our communities 
with the same integrity, humility, and 
dedication that defined his remarkable 
life.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING BENJAMIN 
RUSSELL 

∑ Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, today I 
rise to remember the exceptional and 
abundant life of Benjamin Russell. Mr. 
Russell, or as many called him, ‘‘Mr. 
Ben,’’ was not just an icon in the Alex-
ander City community; he was truly a 
trailblazer for the entire State of Ala-
bama. As we celebrate his life, we 
honor his entrepreneurial spirit, 
boundless curiosity, and remarkable 
generosity. When you think of a life 
well-lived, Benjamin Russell’s 88 years 

here on earth immediately come to 
mind. 

Mr. Russell was a lifelong resident of 
Alexander City, attending Benjamin 
Russell High School, named after his 
grandfather; Baylor School; Indian 
Springs School; Mercer University; and 
the University of Alabama. After grad-
uating, he worked for Russell Mills for 
a decade before being elected president 
of Russell Lands, a family land and 
timber business. What started as a 15- 
person company grew into a four- 
pronged organization, shaping the 
Lake Martin region as we know it 
today—all thanks to the steady leader-
ship, vision, and dedication of Mr. Rus-
sell. Russell Lands’ employment of 
over 500 people, operation in several 
counties across Alabama, and contin-
uous investment in Lake Martin’s 
property value are in large part thanks 
to Mr. Russell’s tireless work and devo-
tion. 

Russell Lands has continued to ex-
pand, now owning one of Alabama’s top 
golf courses, the Willow Point Golf and 
Country Club, creating an entire ma-
rine division devoted to four full-serv-
ice marinas on Lake Martin, and start-
ing ECON Company to promote the use 
of waste wood as an energy alternative 
to fuel oil. Mr. Russell’s leadership has 
been critical to identifying needs 
around his community and investing in 
smart solutions, earning him induction 
into the University of Alabama Busi-
ness Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Russell’s legacy extends far be-
yond his exceptional professional suc-
cess. In 1987, he founded CARE, the 
world’s largest private relief and devel-
opment agency. As its longtime chair, 
he helped raise over $9 million for the 
humanitarian agency through the cam-
paign, CARE Alabama. Alongside his 
beloved wife and high school sweet-
heart Luanne, Mr. Russell cofounded 
Children’s Harbor, a nonprofit devoted 
to serving the families of seriously and 
chronically ill children. He was a gen-
erous contributor and supporter of the 
Benjamin Russell Hospital for Children 
at Children’s of Alabama, Alexander 
City’s Russell Medical Center, and the 
Benjamin Russell Center for Advanced 
Care. His philanthropy was trans-
formational to the lives of children liv-
ing with serious illnesses, as well as 
their families and loved ones. 

His zeal and passion for life were evi-
dent to all who had the fortune of 
knowing him. Mr. Russell poured into a 
constantly evolving list of hobbies, 
from aviation to scuba diving, to demo-
lition, to water conservation. He was 
endlessly curious, brave, and rich in ex-
perience. He had an insatiable desire to 
live life to the fullest and wore many 
hats throughout his 88 years: author, 
welder, artist, Eagle Scout, skydiver, 
hot air balloon aeronaut—the list goes 
on. But his most treasured titles were 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
uncle. His loss will leave an irreplace-
able hole in his family and community. 

It is an honor and a privilege to re-
member and honor Mr. Russell’s con-

sequential life. He was a cornerstone of 
Lake Martin and a driving force behind 
Alabama’s success, and he leaves an in-
delible mark on our great State 
through his entrepreneurial spirit, 
overflowing generosity, and love of ad-
venture. His legacy lives on in the 
countless lives he touched, Alabamians 
and Americans who visit beautiful 
Lake Martin, and generations to come 
who will continue to benefit from his 
vision and leadership. May we all look 
to his example and be inspired to leave 
our own communities better than we 
found them.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RENEE BLACKEN OF 
BETHLEHEM 

∑ Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am 
honored to recognize Renee Blacken of 
Bethlehem as August’s Granite Stater 
of the Month for her extraordinary re-
silience, adventurous spirit, and com-
mitment to expanding access to trau-
ma recovery resources in northern New 
Hampshire. 

Earlier this year, Renee became the 
first American and first solo female to 
complete the Atlantic Dash, rowing 
more than 3,200 miles alone across the 
Atlantic Ocean in a 6-meter wooden 
boat without a chase boat or resupply. 
After 65 days at sea, she arrived in An-
tigua, becoming the oldest American 
woman to complete a solo Atlantic 
row. 

Renee undertook this extraordinary 
challenge not only to test her own lim-
its, but also to support a cause deeply 
personal to her. After overcoming 
physical and mental health challenges 
with the help of trauma recovery re-
sources, she founded the New Hamp-
shire nonprofit Outdoor Adventuring 
for Good to expand access to trauma 
recovery programs throughout north-
ern New Hampshire. Today, the organi-
zation is helping fund programs that 
support first responders, veterans, sur-
vivors of domestic abuse and sexual as-
sault, and others on their healing jour-
neys. 

Throughout her voyage, Renee re-
mained connected to Granite Staters 
by sharing updates with supporters and 
exchanging videos with students in 
classrooms across New Hampshire. She 
taught young people to embrace chal-
lenges, that extraordinary achieve-
ments are possible through courage, 
preparation, and perseverance, to be-
lieve in themselves, and to understand 
the importance of asking for help when 
facing difficult times. 

Renee’s historic achievement, cour-
age, and dedication to ensuring others 
have access to the support they need 
are why I am proud to name her Au-
gust’s Granite Stater of the Month.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMERICA250 PENN-
SYLVANIA YOUTH ESSAY CON-
TEST 

∑ Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize two out-
standing young Pennsylvanians, Brady 
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Sirochman and Ronit Luthra, whose 
essays were selected as the winners of 
my America250 Pennsylvania Youth 
Essay Contest. 

As our Nation celebrates the 250th 
anniversary of its founding, there is no 
more fitting place to reflect on the 
American story than Pennsylvania. 
Our Commonwealth was the birthplace 
of American independence and has 
stood at the center of our Nation’s his-
tory ever since. From the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence to the 
fields of Gettysburg, from the furnaces 
and factories that powered America’s 
rise to the communities that continue 
to strengthen our country today, Penn-
sylvania has helped define the Amer-
ican character. 

Brady, a 10th-grade student at Laurel 
Highlands High School in Uniontown, 
wrote about General George C. Mar-
shall, a fellow Uniontown native whose 
extraordinary life demonstrated that 
the defense of liberty requires both the 
strength of a soldier and the wisdom of 
a diplomat. Ronit, an 11th-grade stu-
dent at Downingtown High School 
East, wrote about Pittsburgh inventor 
and industrialist George Westinghouse, 
whose ingenuity, courage, and faith in 
the ideas of others helped electrify the 
modern world. 

Brady and Ronit did more than re-
count the accomplishments of two re-
markable Pennsylvanians. They con-
sidered what those lives tell us about 
America: that service matters, that 
bold ideas can change the world, and 
that our country is strongest when tal-
ented and determined people are given 
the opportunity to rise. 

Their essays also offer great reason 
for confidence in America’s future. 
Brady and Ronit represent the kind of 
thoughtful, curious, and engaged young 
leaders our Nation needs now more 
than ever. As we honor the Americans 
who shaped our first 250 years, we 
should also celebrate the young people 
who will carry their legacy forward and 
lead our country into its next 250. I 
congratulate Brady and Ronit on this 
well-deserved recognition, and I ask 
that their winning essays be printed in 
the RECORD below. 

Brady Sirochman Essay: There stands a 
soldier in the middle of Uniontown, Pennsyl-
vania. His look of determination, loaded 
musket, and bronze tint make him con-
spicuous to any passerby who roams through 
the five-way intersection which he watches. 
Behind the soldier, a series of nineteen flags 
tower above the streets below in unison as a 
symbol of prosperity. For the most part, 
Uniontown is a quiet place, situated on the 
border of the Keystone State and submerged 
in the rolling hills of the Appalachian Moun-
tains. One would not expect a hero of inter-
national fame and notoriety to have been 
born here, and yet across the road from the 
soldier, on a bench flanked by a series of 
plaques, sits the statue of one, George 
Catlett Marshall Jr. 

Marshall’s story began in Uniontown over 
one hundred years ago on a cold New Year’s 
Eve. The fourth child born of George Catlett 
Marshall Sr., a wealthy coke businessman, 
and Laura Emily Bradford Marshall, George 
C. Marshall grew up in Uniontown before 

leaving for the Virginia Military Institute to 
pursue a career in the armed forces. After 
graduating, Marshall was commissioned as a 
second lieutenant of Infantry in February of 
1902, in time to serve in the Philippine-Amer-
ican War. Marshall would continue to rise 
through the ranks of the military in the 
lead-up to World War I, during which he 
achieved the position of assistant chief of 
staff for the newly created 1st Division. 

This role put him in prime position to be 
the first soldier of the AEF to step foot on 
European soil, and one of the first to enter 
the trenches of the Western Front. In addi-
tion, his dauntless planning in the Battle of 
Cantigny delivered the first American vic-
tory of the Great War. The culmination of 
Marshall’s triumphs came not on the battle-
field, but from Washington, when on Sep-
tember first, 1939, Marshall was sworn in as 
Army Chief of Staff by Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt, just hours after the invasion of Po-
land. While serving as Army Chief of Staff, 
he organized the largest military expansion 
in American history, had a role in selecting 
the majority of American generals, and 
helped plan the D-day Invasion. 

Most importantly, on December 16, 1944, 
Marshall was the first American general pro-
moted to the five-star rank of General of the 
Army, placing him on par with his European 
counterparts. For his part in planning and 
carrying out the Allied victory, Winston 
Churchill once called him the ‘‘Organizer of 
Victory’’, while Harry Truman once stated 
‘‘Millions of Americans gave their country 
outstanding service. George C. Marshall gave 
it victory.’’ After the war, a change began to 
take shape in Marshall, transforming the 
five-star general into a peacekeeper. Shortly 
after retiring from his position as Army 
Chief of Staff, Marshall was sent on a mis-
sion to broker a peace deal in the Chinese 
Civil War. 

Although a failure, Marshall remained 
committed to maintaining peace with the 
new Communist government in his position 
as Secretary of State, against the wishes of 
the Department of Defense and voices within 
his own department. While serving in his po-
sition as Secretary of State, he began the 
program which he is possibly most famous 
for today, the Marshall Plan. Through it, 
American aid would be sent to Europe in 
order to help rebuild from the destruction 
caused by World War II. In many ways Mar-
shall not only won peace in Europe but also 
provided for its continued existence, while 
enhancing American interests in the region 
and preventing the spread of Communism 
into Western Europe. 

For his work on the Marshall Plan, and 
other post-war achievements such as advo-
cating for peace in the Middle East, bringing 
the Netherlands to negotiate with Indonesia, 
and serving as President of the American 
Red Cross, Marshall was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1953, the only American army 
official to gain such recognition. On a bench, 
only a stroll away from where he was born, 
sits the statue of George C. Marshall as he 
watches over the soldier whom he organized 
the victory of and the flags of the nations 
whom he helped rebuild. The entire scene, 
and the story of Marshall’s life, highlights 
America’s role as both a sword and shield 
against the forces of tyranny. 

Through his military career spanning serv-
ice from the Philippines to Europe, and later 
his organization of the armed forces in World 
War II, we see his life as a personification of 
America’s willingness to defend liberty ag-
gressively. However, through his career post- 
war in the fields of diplomacy and govern-
ment aide, we see his life as a personification 
of America’s willingness to defend liberty 
peacefully. George C. Marshall is a unifica-
tion of these two necessities, as at America’s 

best, we understand the need for a soldier, as 
well as the need for a diplomat. 

Ronit Luthra Essay: Every American 
schoolchild learns the name Thomas Edison. 
On the other hand, far fewer learn George 
Westinghouse, even though it was Westing-
house, working out of Pittsburgh, who won 
the argument that decided how the modern 
world would be powered. His story deserves a 
place in our national memory, not because 
he was a genius, though he was, but because 
his life shows the greatness America pro-
duces when real talent meets a country will-
ing to reward it. His combination of mechan-
ical brilliance with a sense of obligation to 
the fellow citizens around him flourished in 
a country of opportunity such as that preva-
lent in the United States of America. 

Westinghouse arrived in Pittsburgh fol-
lowing the Civil War, a young veteran who 
had served in both the Union Army and 
Navy. He carried no Ivy League pedigree and 
no inherited fortune. What he did have was a 
restless mechanical mind and a willingness 
to bet everything on his own judgment. At 
just twenty-two, he patented the railway air 
brake, a device that let an engineer stop an 
entire train at once rather than relying on 
brakemen scrambling between cars. The in-
vention not only saved countless lives, but 
turned railroads from a dangerous form of 
transportation into the dependable network 
that carried and continues to carry a grow-
ing nation’s people and goods. Such an in-
vention also made him a man with the cap-
ital to think bigger. 

And thinking bigger is exactly what he did. 
In the 1880s, when a major dispute broke out 
over the future of electricity, Westinghouse 
decided to throw himself into the center of 
it. While Edison had staked his reputation 
on direct current, a source of energy offering 
limited range, he was opposed by Westing-
house, who believed alternating current, a 
source of energy offering a greater range and 
power, was the answer. Ultimately, the con-
clusion of the controversy would be one to 
determine whether electricity stayed a lux-
ury confined to a few wealthy city blocks or 
became something available to nearly every 
home in the country. 

Over time, the fight escalated. Edison ran 
a public effort to frighten Americans away 
from the technology, arranging disturbing 
demonstrations meant to paint alternating 
current as deadly. Westinghouse answered 
not with theatrics but with results. He rec-
ognized the brilliance of an eccentric immi-
grant inventor named Nikola Tesla, bought 
his patents, and gave him the freedom to 
perfect the alternating-current motor. 
Where Edison offered fear, Westinghouse of-
fered proof, and he let the better system 
speak for itself. 

The verdict came in 1893, when Westing-
house won the contract to illuminate the 
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
Before an audience of millions, he switched 
on a hundred thousand lamps at once, and 
the fair blazed with a light no city had ever 
seen. Two years later his company harnessed 
Niagara Falls, sending its power all the way 
to Buffalo and proving that the force of a 
river could run the machinery of an entire 
economy. Nearly every outlet in America 
today traces its lineage to a decision made in 
Pittsburgh by a man who trusted the evi-
dence over the noise. 

Yet the wattage is not what makes Wes-
tinghouse worth remembering. It is the char-
acter behind it. He treated his workers with 
a decency rare for his era, granting them a 
half-day off on Saturdays, building housing 
and pension plans, and sharing the rewards 
of the enterprise with the people who built 
it. When the panic of 1907 stripped him of 
control of the company he had founded, he 
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did not retreat into bitterness. He kept in-
venting until the end of his life, holding over 
three hundred patents. Ultimately, his life 
reveals what America is capable of at its 
best. Here was a nation that let a self-taught 
veteran with no advantages rise on the 
strength of his ideas alone, then rewarded 
him for backing an immigrant genius whom 
nearly everyone else had written off. The 
country asked no permission of any ministry 
or court before a private citizen remade the 
daily life of the entire world. The lightbulb 
over a farmhouse in Kansas and the current 
that today powers a data center racing to 
keep America ahead in the race for techno-
logical supremacy both owe a debt to Wes-
tinghouse’s stubborn confidence in a better 
system. 

While we tend to celebrate the loudest in-
ventors, truthfully, it was people like Wes-
tinghouse, a determined Pennsylvanian, who 
got it right. He built things that lasted while 
treating people fairly, expanding what ordi-
nary Americans could expect from their 
lives. In an age when many wonder whether 
the country’s best days are behind it, his 
story reminds us that renewal has always 
been our national habit. America has pro-
duced individuals like him before, and if it 
stays true to the conditions that made him 
possible, it will produce them again.∑ 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 5271. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to require voters to provide 
photo identification. 

H.R. 7008. An act to amend chapter 131 of 
title 5 to require certain restrictions on 
stocks for Members of Congress and their 
spouses and dependents, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4325. A communication from the Super-
visory Attorney Advisor, Office of Economics 
and Analytics, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Auction of FM 
Broadcast Construction Permits Scheduled 
for February 2, 2027; Notice and Filing Re-
quirements, Minimum Opening Bids, Upfront 
Payments, and Other Procedures for Auction 
114’’ (DA 26–798) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–4326. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Textron Aviation Inc. Air-
planes; Amendment 39–23417’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–7223)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4327. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39–23414’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2025–2546)) received 

in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4328. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23410’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2025–3435)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4329. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Textron Aviation Inc. Air-
planes; Amendment 39–23411’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–7217)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4330. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D Airspace and Class E Air-
space Over New Bedford, Massachusetts’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026–4819)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4331. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bell Textron Canada Lim-
ited Helicopters; Amendment 39–23408’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2025–3436)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4332. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Diamond Aircraft Industries 
GmbH; Amendment 39–23409’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–7216)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4333. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; General Electric Company 
Engines; Amendment 39–23404’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–2717)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4334. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4225’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31672)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4335. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-

off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4226’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 
31673)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–4336. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4228’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 
31675)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–4337. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard 
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4227’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 
31674)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–4338. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend-
ment of Class D Airspace and Class E Air-
space Over Westfield, Massachusetts’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026–5248)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4339. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Stemme GmbH Gliders; 
Amendment 39–23416’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–7222)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4340. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23401’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3872)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4341. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; CFM International, S.A. En-
gines; Amendment 39–23407’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–7214)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4342. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23425’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3874)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EC–4343. A communication from the Man-

ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23405’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3480)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4344. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Stay of Ef-
fective Date for Amendment of Using Agency 
and Controlling Agency for Restricted Areas 
R–5301, R–5302A, R–5302B, and R–5302C; North 
Carolina’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA– 
2026–7162)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–4345. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Conneaut, Ohio’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026–3895)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4346. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Geneva, Ohio’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026–4027)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4347. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Helicopters; Amend-
ment 39–23402’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2026–2292)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–4348. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23406’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3481)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4349. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Canada Limited 
Partnership (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by C Series Aircraft Limited Partner-
ship (CSALP); Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–1336)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4350. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23422’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–4639)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4351. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-

ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–23413’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3873)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4352. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bell Textron Canada Lim-
ited Helicopters; Amendment 39–23418’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–3477)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4353. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Leonardo S.p.a. Helicopters; 
Amendment 39–23427’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–3869)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4354. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by Bombardier, 
Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39–23428’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–2714)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4355. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. Air-
planes; Amendment 39–23419’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–0015)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4356. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Safran Helicopter Engines, 
S.A. (Type Certificate Previously Held by 
Turbomeca, S.A.) Engines; Amendment 39– 
23415’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2025–2557)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–4357. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Stemme GmbH Gliders; 
Amendment 39–23420’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2026–4637)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Au-
gust 4, 2026; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4358. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; The Boeing Company Air-
planes; Amendment 39–23412’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2026–7218)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on August 4, 2026; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–4359. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Crown Point, Indi-
ana’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026– 
3764)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–4360. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of 

Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of Class E Airspace; Monee, Illinois’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2026–5908)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on August 4, 2026; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. PAUL, from the Committee on 

Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute: 

S. 2542. A bill to direct the Director of the 
Federal Protective Service to establish guid-
ance relating to emergency protocols for 
buildings, and for other purposes. 

S. 4505. A bill to require the United States 
Postal Service to designate ZIP Codes for 
certain communities. 

By Mr. CASSIDY, from the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 4689. A bill to strengthen literacy out-
comes for all students, to amend the com-
prehensive literacy State development grant 
program, and to ensure Federal account-
ability and investment in research, teacher 
preparation, and evidence-based instruction 
aligned with the science of reading. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KING, Mr. 
SCHIFF, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 5273. A bill to improve fisheries stock as-
sessments by incorporating eDNA, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. SHEEHY: 
S. 5274. A bill to prohibit the District of 

Columbia from requiring a person to wear a 
protective helmet to operate, or ride on, a 
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. LUJÁN, 
and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 5275. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit orders or agree-
ments relating to the release of tax claims 
by the President and related persons, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST): 

S. 5276. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to adjust the time period for the 
eligibility of certain base and overtime 
wages associated with the repair, restora-
tion, and replacement of damaged facilities; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 5277. A bill to establish a ranchland pro-
gram to support the United States cow herd, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. LUJÁN: 
S. 5278. A bill to prohibit the speculative 

sale of event tickets, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, and Mr. MCCORMICK): 

S. 5279. A bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to designate November as Na-
tional American History and Founders 
Month; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. GALLEGO, 
and Mr. PADILLA): 
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S. 5280. A bill to require employers to pro-

vide paid annual leave to employees, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. 5281. A bill to amend the Consumer 
Product Safety Act to strike provisions re-
lating to the maximum civil penalties for 
violations of product safety standards; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 5282. A bill to withdraw certain Federal 
land in the Rio Chama Watershed area of the 
State of New Mexico from mineral entry, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. KAINE, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. SCHATZ, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. WELCH, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. 
SLOTKIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. KIM, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. 5283. A bill to end preventable maternal 
mortality, severe maternal morbidity, and 
maternal health disparities in the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 5284. A bill to provide economic em-
powerment opportunities in the United 
States through the modernization of public 
housing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
KIM, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
WELCH): 

S. 5285. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve the low-income 
housing credit; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 5286. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act to establish the position of Coordinator 
for Disabled Small Business Concerns within 
the Office of Diversity, Inclusion, and Civil 
Rights of the Small Business Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mrs. 
BRITT): 

S. 5287. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, acting through 
the Director of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, to make grants to 
States to increase awareness and education 
for colorectal cancer and improve early de-
tection of colorectal cancer in young individ-
uals, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. OSSOFF, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. COONS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. MERKLEY, and Ms. 
ROSEN): 

S. 5288. A bill to restore press access to the 
Pentagon, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Ms. 
SLOTKIN): 

S. 5289. A bill to protect the right to the 
free exercise of religion; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 5290. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to issue competitive grants and 
enter into cooperative agreements to re-
spond to and address mountain pine beetles, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. 5291. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General to evaluate Federal cybersecurity 
assistance to small business concerns, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 5292. A bill to provide for green and re-

silient health care infrastructure, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. RICKETTS: 
S. 5293. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior 
to establish prepositioning protocols for aer-
ial wildfire suppression for early-season fine 
fuel wildland fires, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. ERNST: 
S. 5294. A bill to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to require all railroad freight 
cars operating on the United States general 
railroad system of transportation to meet 
certain manufacturing and content require-
ments, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. MCCORMICK (for himself and 
Mr. COONS): 

S. 5295. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to strengthen mentorship and 
career development support for early-career 
researchers receiving funding from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
LUJÁN, and Mr. BENNET): 

S. 5296. A bill to provide low-income indi-
viduals with opportunities to enter and fol-
low a career pathway in the health profes-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 5297. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices to submit a report regarding the use of 
coverage and reimbursement authorities to 
protect the markets for active pharma-
ceutical ingredients and key staring mate-
rials; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and 
Mr. CURTIS): 

S. 5298. A bill to facilitate the leasing of 
United States Postal Service property for 
the development of housing, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr. 
ARMSTRONG): 

S. 5299. A bill to amend the Head Start Act 
to establish Tribal certification standards 
for Indian Head Start programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
KELLY, Mr. KIM, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. SCHATZ, and Ms. 
ROSEN): 

S. 5300. A bill to ensure the transparency 
and integrity of casualty accounting and 
benefits and awards for military and civilian 
personnel during military operations, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 5301. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to re-
authorize the position of Farmworker Coor-
dinator; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. 5302. A bill to create national standards 

for labeling of covered materials as recycla-
ble, compostable, reusable, and refillable, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. ROSEN, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 5303. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to es-
tablish the Office of the Farm and Food Sys-
tem Workforce; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Ms. 
ROSEN, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 5304. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide increased 
labor law protections for agricultural work-
ers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MCCORMICK (for himself, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. KAINE, and Ms. HAS-
SAN): 

S. 5305. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to modify the grant program for 
mental health and substance use disorder 
services for students in higher education and 
the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
program to address youth suicide prevention 
and intervention, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 5306. A bill to amend the Federal Power 

Act to require the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission to consider the effects of 
Commission-jurisdictional rates on the af-
fordability of electricity for consumers, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 5307. A bill to require a strategy to align 
immigration-related policies with the na-
tional interest in ensuring United States 
leadership and dominance in artificial intel-
ligence and in strengthening the broader eco-
system of scientific, technological, and en-
trepreneurial innovation, while protecting 
national security; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. CAS-
SIDY): 

S. 5308. A bill to designate Afghanistan 
under section 244 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to permit nationals of Afghani-
stan to be eligible for temporary protected 
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status under such section, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
HEINRICH, and Mr. SCHIFF): 

S. 5309. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to provide payments for alter-
native manure management practices under 
the environmental quality incentives pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 5310. A bill to support the development 
of the robotics industry in the United States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, and Mr. MARKEY): 

S. 5311. A bill to improve the safety of the 
air supply on aircraft, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. REED): 

S. 5312. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for a Reducing Youth 
Use of E-Cigarettes Initiative; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 5313. A bill to require the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to consider cy-
bersecurity risks from quantum computers, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. ERNST: 
S. 5314. A bill to make certain individuals 

and entities ineligible to participate in Fed-
eral programs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. CRAMER, and Mr. SHEEHY): 

S. 5315. A bill to impose additional duties 
on goods imported into the United States to 
eliminate the deficit in trade in goods; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Ms. 
SLOTKIN): 

S. 5316. A bill to amend title VIII of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 to include bio-
technology in the definitions of ‘‘prohibited 
technology’’ and ‘‘notifiable technology’’, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr. 
PADILLA): 

S. 5317. A bill to enable schools serving 
grades 6 through 12 that are located in rural 
areas or that serve Native American stu-
dents to remodel or build new facilities to 
provide STEM classrooms and laboratories 
and support high-speed internet, to establish 
a program to support the modernization, 
renovation, or repair of career and technical 
education facilities, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
LUJÁN, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 5318. A bill to create a new Federal 
grant program that provides grants to State 
libraries to allow schools with summer lunch 
programs to keep their libraries open for stu-
dent use during the summer months; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. FETTERMAN, and Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN): 

S. 5319. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for patient 
protection by limiting the number of manda-
tory overtime hours a nurse may be required 

to work in certain providers of services to 
which payments are made under the Medi-
care Program; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. KIM, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, 
and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER): 

S. 5320. A bill to amend the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to prohibit certain securi-
ties trading and related communications by 
those who possess material, nonpublic infor-
mation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself, Mr. KAINE, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. KIM, and Mrs. MUR-
RAY): 

S. 5321. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to require coverage of, and 
expand access to, home and community- 
based services under the Medicaid program, 
to award grants for the creation, recruit-
ment, training and education, retention, and 
advancement of the direct care workforce 
and to award grants to support family care-
givers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH: 
S. 5322. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to modify the credit 
amount for qualified elementary and sec-
ondary education scholarships; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND): 

S. 5323. A bill to designate a building of the 
Chancery of the United States in Pristina, 
Kosovo, as the ‘‘Elliot L. Engel Building’’; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. PADILLA, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms. WAR-
REN): 

S. 5324. A bill to establish the right to 
counsel, at Government expense for those 
who cannot afford counsel, for people facing 
removal; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
KIM): 

S. 5325. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to cease all immigration 
detention operations at the Delaney Hall De-
tention Center in Newark, New Jersey, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 5326. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to strengthen program 
integrity oversight for the Health Care 
Fraud and Abuse Control Program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. WARNER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
LUJAN, Mr. KELLY, and Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 5327. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to conduct a 
study on suicide risk factors faced by con-
struction workers, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Ms. ROSEN): 

S. 5328. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to share veterans’ contact 
information with State veterans agencies to 
improve outreach, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself 
and Mrs. BRITT): 

S. 5329. A bill to improve space control and 
space superiority readiness; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself and Mr. 
DAINES): 

S. 5330. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand and improve the 
advanced manufacturing production tax 
credit; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KAINE, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Mr. SCHIFF): 

S. 5331. A bill to provide that no Federal 
funds may be used to carry out the final rule 
of the Department of Homeland Security en-
titled ‘‘Public Charge Ground of Inadmis-
sibility’’, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, and Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH): 

S. 5332. A bill to direct the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration to 
maintain the Cooperative Institute Program; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr. 
RICKETTS): 

S. 5333. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Commerce, acting through the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Communications 
and Information, to develop a plan for how 
the United States will advance and advocate 
for Wi-Fi and other unlicensed technologies, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 5334. A bill to designate the community- 
based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Lubbock, Texas, as the 
‘‘Lieutenant General Bernie Mittemeyer VA 
Clinic’’; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
HAGERTY): 

S. 5335. A bill to amend the Federal Finan-
cial Institutions Examination Council Act of 
1978 to provide for fair audits and inspections 
for examinations; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Ms. 
LUMMIS): 

S. 5336. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prohibit liability at common 
law for failure to manufacture or equip a 
motor vehicle to an extent that exceeds ap-
plicable motor vehicle safety standards, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. BRITT (for herself, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRUZ, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. FISCHER, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr. 
RICKETTS): 

S. 5337. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for exten-
sions of detention of certain aliens ordered 
removed, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEE: 
S. 5338. A bill to amend the Energy Policy 

and Conservation Act to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Energy from prescribing any new 
or amended energy conservation standards 
for a product that is not technologically fea-
sible and economically justified, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. ALSOBROOKS (for herself, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. COONS, Mr. KIM, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. ROSEN, and 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER): 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 Aug 07, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06AU6.020 S06AUPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4516 August 6, 2026 
S. 5339. A bill to limit the duties that may 

be imposed with respect to school supplies 
and educational materials, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
S. 5340. A bill to require a drone posture re-

view; to the Committee on Armed Services. 
By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Ms. 

MURKOWSKI, Mr. KING, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. SCHIFF, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
PETERS, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. KIM, 
Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH): 

S. 5341. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating to delegate to the Commandant of 
the Coast Guard authority to enter into 
intergovernmental support agreements re-
lating to installation-support services, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
S. 5342. A bill to require a report on the ad-

visability and feasibility of establishing a 
Drone Center of Excellence within the Army 
National Guard; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
S. 5343. A bill to require congressional no-

tification of the relief or early departure of 
certain general and flag officers; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
S. 5344. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Army to submit a report on efforts to 
support the production, testing, and 
sustainment of autonomous maneuver sys-
tems, components for such systems, and low- 
cost interceptors; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
S. 5345. A bill to provide for the delivery of 

artifical intelligence functional bills of ma-
terials, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr. 
LUJÁN): 

S. 5346. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit for 
layer operation efficiency equipment; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. SHEEHY): 

S. 5347. A bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to modify the composition of 
certain judicial circuits, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 5348. A bill to modify the report on limi-
tations on performance of depot-level main-
tenance to include information on each facil-
ity; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CORNYN: 
S. 5349. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

Defense to eliminate any internal Depart-
ment of Defense depreciated costs or cancel 
any internal Department debts associated 
with depots and arsenal from accounts of a 
military department or the Department that 
are associated with certain capital expendi-
tures that no longer generate revenue due to 
mission changes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. HEINRICH: 
S. 5350. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to include foreign oil and 
gas extraction income in net CFC tested in-
come, to include income from the extraction 
of minerals from oil shale and tar sands in 
the definitions of foreign oil and gas extrac-
tion income and foreign oil related income, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 
S. 5351. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-

tion Campaign Act to provide for public fi-
nancing for Federal elections through vouch-
ers directed by eligible voters to the can-
didates of their choice; to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 5352. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Improvements for the Nation Act 
and the Water Desalination Act of 1996 to re-
authorize certain desalination programs, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. HAWLEY): 

S. 5353. A bill to limit bonuses for execu-
tives of certain electric utilities, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 5354. A bill to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and 
Mr. LEE): 

S. 5355. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to provide a deadline for the 
receipt of ballots in elections for Federal of-
fice; to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. 5356. A bill to support Lebanon’s rule of 
law and democratic institutions through 
sanctions and support, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. KIM, Mr. COONS, 
and Mr. REED): 

S. 5357. A bill to impose requirements for 
certain Federal positions to promote trans-
parency, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 5358. A bill to amend the Financial Sta-
bility Act of 2010 to provide the Financial 
Stability Oversight Council with duties re-
garding artificial intelligence in the finan-
cial sector, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Ms. LUMMIS, and Mrs. 
BRITT): 

S.J. Res. 209. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘California State 
Nonroad Engine Pollution Control Stand-
ards; Ocean-Going Vessels At-Berth; Notice 
of Decision’’; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MORENO: 
S.J. Res. 210. A joint resolution providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating ‘‘California State Nonroad 
Engine Pollution Control Standards; Com-
mercial Harbor Craft Regulations; Notice of 
Decision’’; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself, 
Mr. KAINE, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. KIM, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. COONS): 

S.J. Res. 211. A joint resolution to direct 
the removal of United States Armed Forces 
from hostilities within or against the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran that have not been 
authorized by Congress; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. Res. 832. A resolution establishing a 
process to assure the long-term fiscal sta-
bility of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors 
Insurance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis-
ability Insurance Trust Fund; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. SCHMITT: 
S. Res. 833. A resolution recognizing the 

1960 University of Missouri Tigers Football 
Team for its undefeated regular season, Or-
ange Bowl victory, and claim to the 1960 Na-
tional Championship; considered and agreed 
to. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. KELLY, and Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. Res. 834. A resolution honoring and com-
mending the 100th anniversary of the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association of 
America; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. Res. 835. A resolution celebrating the 
July 2026 North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion Summit in Ankara, Turkiye, and re-
affirming priorities pertaining to trans-
atlantic security and the United States com-
mitment to NATO; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Mr. KING, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. KELLY, and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. Res. 836. A resolution designating Au-
gust 16, 2026, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. COT-
TON, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. KAINE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. TILLIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. CUR-
TIS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. 
KELLY, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
REED, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. HUSTED, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
WELCH, Ms. WARREN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. MOODY, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER): 

S. Res. 837. A resolution designating the 
week of August 22 through August 30, 2026, as 
‘‘National Park Week’’ ; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 
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S. Res. 838. A resolution commemorating 

the first anniversary of the mass shooting at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, on August 6, 2025; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 839. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in 
Federal Trade Commission v. Key Invest-
ment Group, LLC, et al; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. Res. 840. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation by the Senate 
Legal Counsel; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BENNET, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. KING, Mr. 
DURBIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. KELLY, 
and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. Res. 841. A resolution celebrating the 
35th anniversary of the independence of 
Ukraine from the former Soviet Union; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 304 

At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
304, a bill to amend section 301 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
clarify those classes of individuals born 
in the United States who are nationals 
and citizens of the United States at 
birth. 

S. 556 

At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Ms. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 556, a bill to impose sanc-
tions with respect to persons engaged 
in logistical transactions and sanctions 
evasion relating to oil, gas, liquefied 
natural gas, and related petrochemical 
products from the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, and for other purposes. 

S. 747 

At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 747, a bill to amend 
title 31, United States Code, to include 
information on improper payments 
under Federal programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 978 

At the request of Mrs. MOODY, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
978, a bill to amend the National Hous-
ing Act to establish a mortgage insur-
ance program for first responders, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1289 

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
the names of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1289, a 
bill to require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the 25th anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the 

United States and to support programs 
at the National September 11 Memorial 
and Museum at the World Trade Cen-
ter. 

S. 1328 
At the request of Mr. BANKS, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1328, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to 
make changes related to family-spon-
sored immigrants and to reduce the 
number of such immigrants, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1390 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1390, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to revise certain physician self-referral 
exemptions relating to physician- 
owned hospitals. 

S. 1551 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1551, a bill to deny tax 
deductions and other Federal funding 
for the costs of gender transition pro-
cedures. 

S. 1663 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1663, a bill to prohibit 
commercial sexual orientation conver-
sion therapy, and for other purposes. 

S. 1814 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1814, a bill to amend title 28, 
United States Code, to provide for a 
code of conduct for justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2006 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH), the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. ALSOBROOKS) and the Senator 
from California (Mr. PADILLA) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2006, a bill to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to 
prohibit discrimination in the Armed 
Forces on the basis of gender identity, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2187 
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2187, a bill to rescind 
amounts appropriated for grants that 
are not accepted by a State or local 
government and use the amounts for 
deficit reduction. 

S. 2274 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2274, a bill to amend sec-
tion 301 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to clarify those classes of 
individuals born in the United States 
who are not nationals or citizens of the 
United States at birth. 

S. 2544 
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 2544, a bill to per-
mit State, local, and Tribal law en-
forcement agencies and grantees that 
receive eligible Federal grant funds to 
use such funds for investigating elder 
financial fraud, pig butchering, and 
general financial fraud, and to clarify 
that Federal law enforcement agencies 
may assist State, local, and Tribal law 
enforcement agencies in the use of 
tracing tools for blockchain and re-
lated technology, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2828 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. RICKETTS) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2828, a 
bill to amend the Child Care and Devel-
opment Block Grant Act of 1990 to re-
authorize and update the Act, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2845 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2845, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to eliminate tax 
loopholes that allow billionaires to 
defer tax indefinitely through planning 
strategies such as ‘‘buy, borrow, die’’, 
to modify over 30 tax provisions so that 
billionaires are required to pay taxes 
annually, and for other purposes. 

S. 2941 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2941, a bill to discontinue 
certain exceptions from H–1B non-
immigrant visa numerical limitation. 

S. 3051 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 3051, a bill to build the 
capacity of the armed forces of Mexico 
to counter the threat posed by 
transnational criminal organizations, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3052 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 3052, a bill to promote 
recruiter access to secondary schools. 

S. 3400 
At the request of Mr. CURTIS, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3400, a bill to amend title XXVII 
of the Public Health Service Act, the 
Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, and the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act to require cov-
erage of hearing devices and systems in 
certain private health insurance plans, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3674 
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
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cosponsor of S. 3674, a bill to expand 
and clarify the grounds for civil 
denaturalization proceedings for indi-
viduals who have defrauded a govern-
mental program, joined a terrorist or-
ganization, or committed certain 
criminal offenses. 

S. 3855 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from South Carolina 
(Ms. GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3855, a bill to enhance bilateral 
defense cooperation between the 
United States and Israel, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3981 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3981, a bill to amend the 
Burma Unified through Rigorous Mili-
tary Accountability Act of 2022 to ex-
tend the sunset, to require a deter-
mination with respect to the imposi-
tion of sanctions on certain persons of 
Burma, and for other purposes. 

S. 4323 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4323, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to require PDP 
sponsors of a prescription drug plan 
and Medicare Advantage organizations 
offering an MA–PD plan under part D 
of the Medicare program that use a for-
mulary to include certain generic 
drugs and biosimilar biological prod-
ucts on such formulary, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4411 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4411, a bill to clarify eligi-
bility for small business loans, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4436 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from New 
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4436, a bill to 
nullify certain rules related to foreign 
assistance. 

S. 4437 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4437, a bill to amend the 
Animal Welfare Act to establish addi-
tional requirements for dealers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4443 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LANKFORD) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 4443, a bill to in-
crease cooperation with countries in 
the Eastern Mediterranean region in 
order to strengthen energy security 
and defense capabilities, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4507 
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-

vania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 4507, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to require hospitals and freestanding 
birth centers to notify each mother of 
a miscarried fetus of her rights with re-
spect to such fetus, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 4528 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, the name of the Senator from 
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) was added 
as a cosponsor of S. 4528, a bill to pro-
vide for the long-term improvement of 
Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities, and for other purposes. 

S. 4555 

At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) and the Sen-
ator from New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 4555, a 
bill to prohibit covered digital adver-
tising platforms from displaying tar-
geted advertisements directed to a 
minor that promote sports gambling 
platforms. 

S. 4576 

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Ms. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. KIM) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 4576, a bill to 
strengthen Federal efforts to counter 
antisemitism in the United States and 
protect the Jewish community. 

S. 4577 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4577, a bill to reassess the 
United States-Tanzania bilateral rela-
tionship, and for other purposes. 

S. 4612 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4612, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for a 
public awareness campaign with re-
spect to screening for type 1 diabetes, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 4720 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4720, a bill to amend the 
High Seas Driftnet Fishing Morato-
rium Protection Act to authorize the 
Secretary of Commerce to consider na-
tions with open registries in the Sec-
retary’s identification of nations en-
gaging in or endorsing illegal, unre-
ported, or unregulated fishing. 

S. 4775 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
names of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) and the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 4775, a bill to 
amend the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act to clarify liability 
protections for firearms and associated 
manufacturers and retailers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4814 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4814, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Homeland Security to des-
ignate Haiti for temporary protected 
status. 

S. 4834 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 4834, a bill to limit ex-
penditures for foreign student work au-
thorizations, and for other purposes. 

S. 4865 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 4865, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and 
support, and for other purposes. 

S. 4944 
At the request of Mr. ARMSTRONG, 

the names of the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MARSHALL) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 4944, a bill to stream-
line permitting under the Natural Gas 
Act, the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act, and the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 4973 
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. TUBERVILLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4973, a bill to amend sec-
tion 301 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act to clarify the meaning of 
the Citizenship Clause of the Four-
teenth Amendment, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 5025 
At the request of Ms. GRAHAM, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
5025, a bill to impose sanctions and 
other measures with respect to the 
Russian Federation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 5204 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 5204, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt indi-
vidual account plans from certain pro-
hibited transaction rules. 

S. 5221 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 5221, a bill to prohibit the pur-
chase, sale, or exchange of nonpublic 
information, and for other purposes. 

S. 5267 
At the request of Mr. BANKS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 5267, a bill to amend title XI 
of the Social Security Act to require 
the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 
Innovation to test a model to reduce 
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chronic diseases by using Accountable 
Produce is Medicine. 

S. RES. 606 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 606, a resolution condemning 
the Government of Iran for its suppres-
sion of the right of Iranians to peace-
fully assemble. 

S. RES. 735 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 735, a resolution designating 
the week of May 10 through May 16, 
2026, as ‘‘National Police Week’’. 

S. RES. 816 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 816, a resolution honoring 35 years 
of independence for the countries of 
Central Asia and recognizing the im-
portance of the United States growing 
relationship with Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan. 

S. RES. 826 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Ms. LUMMIS), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mr. BUDD), the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) and the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mr. RICKETTS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 826, a 
resolution honoring the contributions 
of small manufacturers of firearms to 
the economy, culture, and recreational 
heritage of the United States and rec-
ognizing the month of August 2026 as 
‘‘National Shooting Sports Month’’. 

S. RES. 827 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 827, a resolution recog-
nizing the 100th anniversary of the cre-
ation of the Sporting Arms and Ammu-
nition Manufacturers’ Institute, Inc. 
(SAAMI) and commending its work es-
tablishing industry standards that en-
sure the safe interoperability of fire-
arms and ammunition. 

AMENDMENT NO. 6744 

At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE), the Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
TUBERVILLE), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BANKS) and the Senator from Kan-
sas (Mr. MARSHALL) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 6744 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4668, a bill 
to protect the name, image, and like-
ness rights of, and provide protections 
for, student athletes and to promote 
fair competition among intercollegiate 
athletics, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 

MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and 
Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 5301. A bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization 
Act of 1994 to reauthorize the position 
of Farmworker Coordinator; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the Voice for 
Farm Workers Act, which I introduced 
today. 

Our Nation’s farmworkers are the 
backbone of the U.S. food supply chain. 
In the 2008 farm bill, Congress created 
the Farmworker Coordinator position: 
one person statutorily dedicated to 
serving as a liaison between the more 
than 2 million farm workers and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Unfor-
tunately, Congress has never provided 
the resources necessary to support a 
position of this magnitude. The time to 
fix this injustice is now. 

The 2023 U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Equity Commission Interim 
Report included a strong recommenda-
tion for the USDA to fund and elevate 
roles for professional staff solely dedi-
cated to farm workers’ concerns and 
perspectives. 

That is why I am introducing this 
bill to expand and strengthen the Coor-
dinator position to carry out the re-
sponsibilities necessary to better meet 
the needs of our farmworkers. This bill 
would also support increased collabora-
tion within the Department, with 
farmworkers, and with relevant stake-
holders to create recommendations for 
new initiatives and programs to sup-
port farmworkers. 

As we negotiate a new farm bill, I 
urge my colleagues to prioritize and 
support the workers that ensure our 
families and loved ones remain fed and 
healthy. Farmworkers’ voices must be 
and deserve to be heard. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
ROSEN, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 5303. A bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization 
Act of 1994 to establish the Office of the 
Farm and Food System Workforce; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the Supporting 
Our Farm and Food System Workforce 
Act, which I introduced today. 

Farm and food system workers feed 
our Nation, We know this well in Cali-
fornia—the agricultural heart of the 
Nation—where we have one of the larg-
est populations of farmworkers and 
food system workers in the United 
States. Throughout pandemic, these 
workers put food on our tables and 
kept our grocery store shelves stocked 
despite facing deep-rooted inequities in 
the workforce and often experiencing 
food insecurity themselves. 

Right now, just one person in the 
Federal Government is statutorily 

dedicated to serving as a liaison be-
tween farm workers and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture—the Farm-
worker Coordinator. While the 2008 
farm bill created this position, Con-
gress has never provided the proper re-
sources to support or staff this posi-
tion. The 2023 U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Equity Commission Interim 
Report included a strong recommenda-
tion for the USDA to fund and elevate 
roles for professional staff solely dedi-
cated to farmworkers’ concerns and 
perspectives. 

It is time that we give those who pro-
vide the food for our Nation a voice in 
the national conversation. We must 
give farm and food system workers a 
dedicated office within the USDA to in-
tegrate their invaluable perspectives 
into the decisions that directly affect 
their lives and livelihoods. 

That is why I am proud to introduce 
this bill, which would create the USDA 
Office of the Farm and Food System 
Workforce to not only serve as a liai-
son for farm and food system workers 
but also to provide a platform for their 
concerns and interests to assist in the 
creation of recommendations and new 
initiatives for the Department. 

The bill would also create a Farm 
and Food System Worker Advisory 
Committee, composed of a diverse 
cross-section of members representing 
these workers’ varied interests and per-
spectives—such as workers themselves, 
labor unions, higher education profes-
sionals, civil rights advocates, women 
worker-focused groups, and trusted 
community-based non-profits. 

The legislation would also establish a 
Farm and Food System Workforce 
Interagency Council, comprised of rep-
resentatives from various Federal 
Agencies to improve coordination, 
planning, program development, and 
policymaking across Cabinet-level 
leadership. The Office would also ap-
point staff to various USDA entities to 
serve as liaisons on matters related to 
farm and food system workers within 
the Department. 

Finally, the bill would require an-
nual, publicly available reports, in 
multiple languages, about the Office’s 
work, including recommendations to 
improve the work and livelihood of 
farm and food system workers, the cli-
mate change impacts on the food sys-
tem, and the barriers workers face to 
accessing Federal programs. 

During this year’s farm bill negotia-
tions, I urge my colleagues to remem-
ber the workers behind the American 
food system, the workers who keep our 
families and communities fed and 
healthy. These workers deserve a seat 
at the table. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
SCHIFF, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. GALLEGO, 
Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Ms. ROSEN, 
and Mr. LUJÁN): 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 Aug 07, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06AU6.029 S06AUPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4520 August 6, 2026 
S. 5304. A bill to amend the Fair 

Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide 
increased labor law protections for ag-
ricultural workers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the Fairness for 
Farm Workers Act, which I am reintro-
ducing today. 

Farmworkers feed our Nation. This is 
especially true in California—the agri-
cultural heart of the Nation. California 
is the most successful State in agricul-
tural production and has the largest 
population of farmworkers. In fact, 
nearly half of the country’s vegetables 
and over three-quarters of the coun-
try’s fruits and nuts are grown in Cali-
fornia. 

Farmworkers put food on the tables 
of millions of Americans despite work-
ing through extreme weather condi-
tions, injuries, disasters, pandemics, 
and more. Yet farmworkers have been 
unjustly excluded from labor laws. The 
time to address these inequities is now. 

While the 1938 Fair Labor Standards 
Act established Federal standards for 
minimum wage and overtime pay, the 
law excluded millions of domestic and 
agricultural workers—workers who 
were and remain overwhelmingly peo-
ple of color. In 2016, California recog-
nized the need to provide farmworkers 
overtime protection. The California 
overtime law, which ensures farm-
workers will have an equal right to 
overtime pay, serves as the model for 
this Federal bill. 

Farmworkers in California and 
across the Nation deserve an end to 
discrimination in labor laws. We must 
undo the discriminatory exclusion of 
farmworkers by amending the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. 

That is why I am proud to introduce 
this bill, which would improve the lives 
of farmworkers and their families, cre-
ate equity in our food system, and ben-
efit farming communities as the in-
creased wages are spent in local busi-
nesses. 

This bill will gradually implement 
overtime pay over the course of 4 years 
and bring greater equity to the Amer-
ican agricultural industry and greater 
prosperity to historically marginalized 
workers. 

I want to thank Congresswoman GRI-
JALVA for introducing this bill with 
me, and I hope our colleagues will join 
us to provide a measure of long-over-
due fairness for our Nation’s farm-
workers. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mr. HEINRICH, and Mr. SCHIFF): 

S. 5309. A bill to amend the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 to provide payments 
for alternative manure management 
practices under the environmental 
quality incentives program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to introduce the Converting Our Waste 
Sustainably (COWS) Act. This legisla-

tion will help dairy and livestock pro-
ducers reduce methane emissions, im-
prove air and water quality, and imple-
ment more sustainable alternative ma-
nure management practices. 

As the leading dairy State in the 
country and the second in cheese pro-
duction, California is the largest pro-
ducer of milk, butter, and cheeses like 
mozzarella, Monterey Jack, and queso 
fresco. Dairy operations contribute bil-
lions to California’s economy but are 
also a significant source of California’s 
methane emissions. 

Recognizing the urgency of miti-
gating greenhouse gas emissions like 
methane, California and the dairy in-
dustry are working to reduce dairy 
methane emissions by 40 percent below 
2013 levels by 2030, largely due to the 
successes of California’s own Alter-
native Manure Management Program, 
AMMP. 

The COWS Act would allow alter-
native manure management practices 
to be eligible under USDA’s Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program, 
EQIP, to help dairy and livestock pro-
ducers transition towards pasture- 
based management, alternative treat-
ment and storage practices, solid sepa-
ration systems, and scrape tech-
nologies. 

These practices, which have proven 
to be effective through the AMMP, will 
provide more resources for the dairy 
and livestock industry to modernize 
technologies for manure management 
that help boost profitability, improve 
water quality, and reduce methane and 
nitrogen oxide emissions. 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
from agricultural operations is critical 
for addressing the climate crisis. Be-
cause of the high construction and op-
eration costs associated with anaerobic 
digesters, nondigester manure manage-
ment practices can provide a more 
cost-effective alternative for family 
dairy and livestock operators seeking 
to improve air and water quality for 
their communities. 

I would like to thank Congressman 
COSTA for leading this bill in the 
House, and I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to pass the COWS 
Act. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. KIM, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, and Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER): 

S. 5320. A bill to amend the Securi-
ties Exchange Act of 1934 to prohibit 
certain securities trading and related 
communications by those who possess 
material, nonpublic information, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today, I 
am joined by Senators VAN HOLLEN, 
KIM, ALSOBROOKS, and BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER in introducing the Insider Trad-
ing Prohibition Act, a bill that will fi-
nally define the offense of insider trad-
ing. This legislation is desperately 
needed because in the absence of a stat-

utory definition, the courts have cob-
bled together a dizzying array of inter-
pretations of anti-fraud statutes, cre-
ating what is an inconsistent and com-
plicated body of common law for decid-
ing insider trading cases. What should 
be simple has become unnecessarily 
complex. 

Indeed, Judge Jed Rakoff, who has 
presided over many insider trading 
cases before the Southern District of 
New York, wrote in a recent opinion 
that ‘‘the crime of insider trading is a 
straightforward concept that some 
courts have somehow managed to com-
plicate.’’ 

Consider the following hypothetical 
example. A financial analyst receives 
information about XYZ Corporation’s 
earnings from a company insider, like 
an executive or board member, before 
this information is publicly released. 
The analyst then shares this inside in-
formation with her portfolio manager, 
who subsequently trades in XYZ stock. 

I suspect most Americans would 
agree that the portfolio manager was 
given an unfair advantage. 

But the courts are not so sure. They 
have left an open question whether this 
very trade would constitute illegal in-
sider trading. Experts agree that this 
kind of judicial uncertainty is one rea-
son among many of why Congress must 
clarify the law of insider trading. 

Current SEC Chair Paul Atkins said 
in response to questions for the record 
that ‘‘following several high-profile in-
sider trading cases, in 1988 Congress 
adopted the Insider Trading and Secu-
rities Fraud Enforcement Act, but de-
spite the statute’s name, did not define 
‘insider trading’ because of lack of con-
sensus of how to define it. Almost four 
decades later, the situation is even 
muddier as courts have applied the 
concept to various fact patterns.’’ 

Former SEC Commissioner Robert J. 
Jackson and former U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara have written that ‘‘[t]he 
shoddy state of American insider-trad-
ing law affects everyone. Prosecutors 
and regulators are stuck enforcing laws 
that are ill-suited to 21st-century mis-
conduct. Lawyers struggle to tell their 
clients what they can and cannot do 
within the bounds of the law. And ordi-
nary Americans are left asking wheth-
er financial markets are stacked in 
favor of those who skirt the rules.’’ 

Columbia Law School Professor John 
C. Coffee, Jr., noted that ‘‘there is gen-
eral agreement today that the law of 
insider trading has grown overly com-
plex and technical. As a result, it is 
hard for the public to understand its 
logic or for practitioners to give advice 
with respect to the scope of the prohi-
bition. Moreover, to the extent that in-
sider trading is judge-made law, dis-
parities and inconsistencies among the 
U.S. circuit courts becomes inevitable 
because there is little in the way of a 
definitive statutory text to provide 
precise guidance.’’ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 Aug 07, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06AU6.035 S06AUPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S4521 August 6, 2026 
State regulators agree too. For ex-

ample, Maryland Commissioner of Se-
curities Melanie Senter Lubin has stat-
ed on behalf of the North American Se-
curities Administrators Association 
that ‘‘defining the standards for insider 
trading liability by statute would add 
greater clarity and consistency to this 
important area of the law.’’ 

This is precisely what my colleagues 
and I are doing in our bill. We are seek-
ing to finally distill the offense of in-
sider trading to clear bright line rules. 
Simply put, if a person trades a secu-
rity on the basis of information that 
the person is aware is material and 
nonpublic and is aware was wrongfully 
obtained, then that person has engaged 
in unlawful insider trading. 

Under our legislation, insider trading 
would be prohibited if a trader knows 
or has reason to know that her infor-
mation was wrongfully obtained, for 
example, through theft, bribery, hack-
ing, misappropriation, or a breach of a 
fiduciary duty for a personal benefit. 
We do not intend to restrict those who 
take the time to independently develop 
their own information from publicly 
available sources from trading on the 
independently developed information. 

By cracking down on those who rig 
securities markets to favor the well 
connected, our legislation provides ev-
eryday investors with a fair shot at 
seeing some returns after investing 
their hard-earned savings. Incidents of 
insider trading and the perceived per-
vasiveness of the practice have for 
years served to validate the public’s 
worst assumptions about Wall Street 
culture. It is time we clearly define 
what is appropriate under the law and 
take this meaningful step towards im-
proving the integrity of our securities 
markets for professional traders and 
retail investors alike. 

I would like to thank my Banking 
Committee colleagues for working with 
me on this legislation, and I urge our 
colleagues to join us in supporting the 
Insider Trading Prohibition Act. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, 
Mr. WICKER, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND): 

S. 5323. A bill to designate a building 
of the Chancery of the United States in 
Pristina, Kosovo, as the ‘‘Eliot L. 
Engel Building’’; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 5323 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The building of the Chancery of the United 
States located at Arberia, Nr.25 Rr. 4 
KORRIKU in Pristina, Kosovo, shall be des-
ignated as the ‘‘Eliot L. Engel Building’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 

United States to the building referred to in 
section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘Eliot L. Engel Building’’. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and 
Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 5352. A bill to amend the Water In-
frastructure Improvements for the Na-
tion Act and the Water Desalination 
Act of 1996 to reauthorize certain de-
salination programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise today 
to introduce the Desalination Reauthoriza-
tion Act. 

This bill would reauthorize BOR’s pro-
grammatic approval to provide grants for de-
salination projects, which will otherwise ex-
pire this year. It would also allow public-pri-
vate partnerships to compete for this fund-
ing. 

The bill would also reauthorize the desali-
nation and water purification research pro-
gram and amend it to authorize advanced 
pilot projects. Advanced pilots can cover the 
gap in developing new technologies known as 
the Valley of Death between a successfully 
validated laboratory prototype and a com-
mercially viable, scalable product. During 
this phase, public grants typically dry out, 
while private investors demand proven mar-
ket traction before committing capital. 

The Federal cost-share under the program 
is limited to 24 percent of the cost of any de-
salination project. The bill would direct the 
Reclamation cannot administratively im-
pose a maximum funding amount that each 
desalination project can receive, which 
would allow large desalination plants to re-
ceive the full 25 percent cost-share. I believe 
it is important that the bill support desali-
nation projects of varying sizes. Large 
projects can allow multiple water districts 
in a region to participate and can lower the 
unit cost of the water produced. 

The desalination projects supported by 
these Bureau of Reclamation programs have 
supplemented local supplies, provided flexi-
bility during water shortages, and diversified 
the water supply. 

Desalination offers a drought-proof water 
supply alternative, and we need to keep 
funding both commercial desalination 
projects and research to lower its costs and 
reduce its environmental impacts. 

I would like to thank Senator Cornyn for 
coleading this bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 832—ESTAB-
LISHING A PROCESS TO ASSURE 
THE LONG-TERM FISCAL STA-
BILITY OF THE FEDERAL OLD- 
AGE AND SURVIVORS INSUR-
ANCE TRUST FUND AND THE 
FEDERAL DISABILITY INSUR-
ANCE TRUST FUND 

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

S. RES. 832 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCESS TO AS-

SURE SOCIAL SECURITY SOLVENCY. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) LONG-TERM SOLVENCY.—The term ‘‘long- 

term solvency’’ means the financial ability 
of the Trust Funds to pay 100 percent of 
scheduled benefits for a period of at least 50 

years that begins on the date of adoption of 
this resolution. 

(2) SOCIAL SECURITY BILL.—The term ‘‘So-
cial Security bill’’ means a bill introduced 
pursuant to subsection (c)(1)(A)(i) or sub-
section (c)(1)(A)(ii). 

(3) TRUST FUNDS.—The term ‘‘Trust Funds’’ 
means the Federal Old-Age and Survivors In-
surance Trust Fund and the Federal Dis-
ability Insurance Trust Fund under title II 
of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et 
seq.). 

(b) BIPARTISAN WORKING GROUP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than August 10, 

2026, the Majority Leader of the Senate shall 
establish a bipartisan working group (in this 
section, referred to as the ‘‘working group’’) 
that shall develop recommendations and leg-
islative language to achieve long-term sol-
vency for the Trust Funds. Such legislative 
language shall not include provisions that do 
not change outlays, revenues, or financing 
with respect to the old-age, survivors, and 
disability insurance program established 
under title II of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 401 et seq.), the supplemental security 
income program under title XVI of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or provisions in the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that could be 
altered to help achieve long-term solvency. 

(2) COMPOSITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The working group shall 

consist of— 
(i) 3 Senators from the Committee on Fi-

nance of the Senate, appointed by the Chair-
man of the Committee; 

(ii) 3 Senators from the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate, appointed by the Rank-
ing Member of the Committee; 

(iii) 3 Senators appointed by the Majority 
Leader of the Senate; and 

(iv) 3 Senators appointed by the Minority 
Leader of the Senate. 

(B) DISCRETIONARY HOUSE PARTICIPATION.— 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and Minority Leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives may each appoint 4 members to 
the working group. 

(C) CHAIRPERSONS.—Not later than 14 cal-
endar days after the appointment of all 
members under subparagraph (A),the Major-
ity Leader of the Senate and Minority Lead-
er of the Senate shall select co-chairs of the 
working group from members of the working 
group. 

(3) REQUEST FOR INFORMATION.—The work-
ing group shall, for the purpose of carrying 
out this section, issue a request for informa-
tion to the public regarding ways to achieve 
long-term solvency for the Trust Funds. 

(4) PUBLIC LISTENING SESSIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the working group shall, for the purpose 
of carrying out this subsection, hold such 
public listening sessions, sit and act at such 
times and places, request attendance of 
stakeholders and production of books, pa-
pers, and documents, take such testimony, 
receive such evidence, and administer oaths 
as the working group considers advisable. 

(B) PROCEDURES.— 
(i) ANNOUNCEMENT.—The working group 

shall make a public announcement of the 
date, place, time, and subject matter of any 
public listening session to be conducted 
under this subparagraph not later than 7 cal-
endar days before the date of the public lis-
tening session, unless either co-chair of the 
working group determines that there is good 
cause to begin such public listening session 
on an earlier date. 

(ii) WRITTEN STATEMENT.—The working 
group shall request that each stakeholder 
appearing before the working group file a 
written statement of the proposed testimony 
of the stakeholder not later than 2 calendar 
days before the date of the appearance of the 
stakeholder. 
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(5) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND CONSULTA-

TION.—Either co-chair of the working group 
may request that the head of any Federal 
agency provide technical assistance to, and 
consult with, the working group in order for 
the working group to carry out its duties 
under this subsection, and the head of any 
Federal agency is requested to comply with 
any such request. 

(6) ASSISTANCE FROM THE ARCHITECT OF THE 
CAPITOL.—Either co-chair of the working 
group may request that the Architect of the 
Capitol provide suitable space to house the 
operations of the working group, and the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol is requested to comply 
with any such request. 

(7) REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than October 1, 

2026, the working group shall submit to the 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate and the 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means of the House of 
Representatives, and make available to any 
Member of Congress upon request, a report 
that contains detailed recommendations and 
proposed legislative language that meets the 
requirements described in paragraph (1). 

(B) ALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS.—As part of 
the report described in subparagraph (A), the 
working group shall include not less than 2 
separate legislative proposals that meet the 
requirements described in paragraph (1). 

(c) CONSIDERATION OF A SOCIAL SECURITY 
BILL.— 

(1) INTRODUCTION.— 
(A) INTRODUCTION OF SOCIAL SECURITY 

BILL.— 
(i) WORKING GROUP LEGISLATIVE LAN-

GUAGE.—One of the legislative proposals con-
tained in the report submitted pursuant to 
subsection (b), upon receipt by the Senate, 
shall (by request) be introduced not later 
than November 9, 2026, or the first day there-
after on which the Senate is in session, by 
the Majority Leader of the Senate, for him-
self, or any Member of the Senate designated 
by the Majority Leader. If the Social Secu-
rity bill is not introduced in accordance with 
the preceding sentence, then any Member of 
the Senate may introduce the Social Secu-
rity bill on any day thereafter. Upon intro-
duction, the Social Security bill shall be re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance of the 
Senate under subparagraph (B). 

(ii) MEMBERS OF CONGRESS LEGISLATIVE 
LANGUAGE.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—In the case that the work-
ing group does not submit proposed legisla-
tive language pursuant to subsection (b), not 
later than November 9, 2026, or the first day 
thereafter on which the Senate is in session, 
the Majority Leader of the Senate, for him-
self, or any Member of the Senate designated 
by the Majority Leader shall (by request) in-
troduce legislative language subject to sub-
clause (II). If legislative language is not in-
troduced in accordance with the preceding 
sentence, then any Member of the Senate 
may introduce legislative language subject 
to subclause (II) on any day thereafter. Upon 
introduction, the legislative language shall 
be referred to the Committee on Finance of 
the Senate in accordance with subparagraph 
(B). 

(II) REQUIREMENTS.—Such legislative lan-
guage shall— 

(aa) achieve long-term solvency for the 
Trust Funds, as certified by the Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Finance (in consultation with the Chief Ac-
tuary of the Social Security Administra-
tion); 

(bb) be introduced by at least 1 Member as-
sociating with the majority party and at 
least 1 Member associating with the minor-
ity party; and 

(cc) not include provisions that do not in-
clude changes to the outlays, revenues, or fi-
nancing with respect to the old-age, sur-
vivors, and disability insurance program es-
tablished under title II of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.), the supple-
mental security income program under title 
XVI of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or 
provisions in the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 that could be altered to help achieve 
long-term solvency. 

(B) COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—A Social Security bill in-

troduced in the Senate shall be referred to 
the Committee on Finance (in this clause, 
referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(ii) AMENDMENTS.—It shall be in order for 
the Committee to consider and adopt amend-
ments to the Social Security bill. It shall 
not be in order for the Committee to con-
sider or adopt any amendment to the Social 
Security bill that causes the bill to not 
achieve long-term solvency for the Trust 
Funds or that includes provisions that do not 
change outlays, revenues, or financing with 
respect to the old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance program established under 
title II of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
401 et seq.), the supplemental security in-
come program under title XVI of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or provisions in the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that could be 
altered to help achieve long-term solvency. 

(iii) REPORTING.—The Committee shall re-
port the bill on November 18, 2026, or the 
first day thereafter on which the Senate is in 
session. If the Committee fails to report the 
bill within that period, the Committee shall 
be automatically discharged from consider-
ation of the bill, and the bill shall be placed 
on the appropriate calendar. 

(2) FILING DEADLINE AND CERTIFICATION.— 
(A) FILING DEADLINE.—Not later than No-

vember 18, 2026, or the first day thereafter on 
which the Senate is in session, Members may 
file substitute amendments, and amend-
ments shall be printed in the Congressional 
Record on the day such amendments are 
filed. 

(B) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than Novem-
ber 30, 2026, or the first day thereafter on 
which the Senate is in session, the Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Finance (in consultation with the Chief Ac-
tuary of the Social Security Administration 
and the Parliamentarian of the Senate) shall 
certify whether the complete substitute 
amendments filed under subparagraph (A) 
meet the criteria described in items (aa) and 
(bb) of paragraph (3)(A)(iii)(II) and print the 
list of certified amendments in the Congres-
sional Record. 

(3) PROCEDURES.— 
(A) CONSIDERATION IN SENATE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding Rule 

XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, it 
is in order, not later than November 30, 2026, 
or the first day thereafter on which the Sen-
ate is in session, for the Majority Leader of 
the Senate or the Majority Leader’s designee 
to move to proceed to the consideration of 
the Social Security bill. It shall also be in 
order for any Member of the Senate to move 
to proceed to the consideration of the Social 
Security bill at any time after that period. A 
motion to proceed is in order even though a 
previous motion to the same effect has been 
disagreed to. All points of order, including 
budgetary points of order, against the mo-
tion to proceed to the Social Security bill 
are waived. The motion to proceed is not de-
batable. The motion is not subject to a mo-
tion to postpone. A motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the motion is agreed to or dis-
agreed to shall not be in order. If a motion 
to proceed to the consideration of the Social 
Security bill is agreed to, the Social Secu-

rity bill shall remain the unfinished business 
until disposed of. 

(ii) CONSIDERATION.—All points of order, in-
cluding budgetary points of order, against 
the Social Security bill and against consid-
eration of the Social Security bill are 
waived. Consideration of the Social Security 
bill and of all debatable motions and appeals 
in connection therewith shall not exceed a 
total of 30 hours. Debate shall be divided 
equally between the Majority Leader and Mi-
nority Leader or their designees. A motion 
to further limit debate on the Social Secu-
rity bill is in order, shall require an affirma-
tive vote of three-fifths of the Members duly 
chosen and sworn, and is not debatable. Any 
debatable motion or appeal is debatable for a 
period not to exceed 1 hour, to be divided 
equally between the Majority Leader and Mi-
nority Leader. All time used for consider-
ation of the Social Security bill, including 
time used for quorum calls and voting, shall 
be counted against the total 30 hours of con-
sideration. 

(iii) RESTRICTION ON AMENDMENTS AND MO-
TIONS.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
clause (II), an amendment to the Social Se-
curity bill, or a motion to postpone, or a mo-
tion to proceed to the consideration of other 
business, or a motion to recommit the Social 
Security bill is not in order. All points of 
order, including budgetary points of order, 
against the consideration of substitute 
amendments to the Social Security bill are 
waived. 

(II) SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENTS.— 
(aa) IN GENERAL.—It shall be in order in the 

Senate to consider any substitute amend-
ment to the Social Security bill that, as de-
termined by the Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Committee on Finance (in 
consultation with the Chief Actuary of the 
Social Security Administration), achieves 
long-term solvency for the Trust Funds, with 
such determination to be submitted by the 
Chairman and Ranking Member for printing 
in the Congressional Record. It shall be in 
order in the Senate for the sponsor of a sub-
stitute amendment to make minor or tech-
nical modifications to such amendment. 

(bb) EXTRANEOUS PROVISIONS.—It shall not 
be in order in the Senate to consider any 
substitute amendment to the Social Security 
bill that— 

(AA) does not achieve long-term solvency 
for the Trust Funds; or 

(BB) includes provisions that do not 
change outlays, revenues, or financing with 
respect to the old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance program established under 
title II of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
401 et seq.), the supplemental security in-
come program under title XVI of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), or provisions in the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that could be 
altered to help achieve long-term solvency. 

(cc) LIMIT ON DEBATE.—Consideration of 
any amendment described in this subclause 
and any debatable motions and appeals in 
connection therewith shall be limited to 2 
hours, equally divided between the Majority 
Leader and the Minority Leader. Adoption of 
a substitute amendment shall require an af-
firmative vote of three-fifths of the Mem-
bers, duly chosen and sworn. An amendment 
described in this subclause is not divisible 
and no amendment to a substitute amend-
ment shall be in order. All time used for con-
sideration of any amendments described in 
this subclause shall come from the 30 hours 
of consideration described in clause (ii). 

(iv) ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS.—If more 
than one of the amendments described in 
clause (iii)(II) is adopted, then only the one 
receiving the greater number of affirmative 
votes shall be engrossed as an amendment of 
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the Senate. In the case of a tie for the great-
er number of affirmative votes, then only the 
last amendment to receive that number of 
affirmative votes shall be engrossed as an 
amendment of the Senate. Action on all 
other amendments shall be vitiated. 

(v) VOTE ON PASSAGE.—The vote on passage 
shall occur immediately following the con-
clusion of consideration of a Social Security 
bill, and a single quorum call at the conclu-
sion of the debate if requested. Passage shall 
require an affirmative vote of 3⁄5 of the Mem-
bers, duly chosen and sworn. If the Social Se-
curity bill is passed, the Secretary of the 
Senate shall cause the bill to be transmitted 
to House of Representatives before the close 
of the next day of session of the Senate. 

(vi) RULINGS OF THE CHAIR ON PROCEDURE.— 
Appeals from the decisions of the Chair re-
lating to the application of the rules of the 
Senate, as the case may be, to the procedure 
relating to a Social Security bill shall be de-
batable for a period not to exceed 1 hour, to 
be divided equally between the Majority 
Leader and the Minority Leader. 

(B) RECEIPT OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
MEASURES.— 

(i) IDENTICAL BILL.—If the Senate receives 
from the House of Representatives a bill that 
is identical to the Social Security bill pend-
ing in or passed by the Senate, the bill so re-
ceived shall not be referred to committee, 
shall be placed on the calendar, and shall not 
be debatable, and the vote on passage of the 
Social Security bill in the Senate, whether 
occurring before or after such receipt, shall 
be considered to be the vote on passage of 
the bill received from the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(ii) VETOES.—If the President vetoes the 
Social Security bill, consideration of the 
veto message in the Senate under this sec-
tion shall be limited to 1 hour, equally di-
vided between the Majority Leader and the 
Minority Leader or their designees. 

(4) SUSPENSION.—No motion to suspend the 
application of this subsection shall be in 
order in the Senate. 

(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If the House of 
Representatives passes a Social Security bill 
that is different from such a bill passed in 
the Senate, nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to prevent the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate from resolving such 
differences through a conference committee. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 833—RECOG-
NIZING THE 1960 UNIVERSITY OF 
MISSOURI TIGERS FOOTBALL 
TEAM FOR ITS UNDEFEATED 
REGULAR SEASON, ORANGE 
BOWL VICTORY, AND CLAIM TO 
THE 1960 NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

Mr. SCHMITT submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 833 

Whereas the University of Missouri Tigers 
Football Team (referred to in this preamble 
as the ‘‘Tigers’’) completed the 1960 regular 
season undefeated with a record of 10 wins 
and 0 losses; 

Whereas the Tigers defeated the United 
States Naval Academy 21 to 14 in the 1961 Or-
ange Bowl to complete an undefeated 11-win 
season; 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers were led by leg-
endary head coach Dan Devine, whose leader-
ship and discipline helped establish the Uni-
versity of Missouri as a national football 
powerhouse; 

Whereas the Tigers captured the 1960 Big 
Eight Conference Championship and finished 

the season ranked among the top teams in 
the United States; 

Whereas the Tigers defense was among the 
most dominant in college football in 1960, al-
lowing only 59 points throughout the entire 
season; 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers recorded victories 
over nationally respected opponents, includ-
ing Pennsylvania State University, the Uni-
versity of Colorado, and the University of 
Nebraska; 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers were led by All- 
Americans and standout players, including 
Mel West, Norris Stevenson, Danny LaRose, 
and Conrad Hitchler; 

Whereas Danny LaRose was recognized as 
a consensus All-American, excelling as a 2- 
way player, and earned 16 first-place votes 
for the Heisman Trophy; 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers represented the 
values of discipline, toughness, teamwork, 
and competitive excellence that continue to 
define college football in the State of Mis-
souri and throughout the United States; 

Whereas the accomplishments of the 1960 
Tigers continue to be celebrated by genera-
tions of Missourians, alumni, students, and 
college football fans across the United 
States; 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers remain one of the 
greatest teams in the history of University 
of Missouri athletics; and 

Whereas the 1960 Tigers secured a lasting 
place in college football history through 
their undefeated season and claim to the na-
tional championship: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 1960 University of Mis-

souri Tigers Football Team for its historic 
undefeated season; and 

(2) honors the players, coaches, staff, stu-
dents, and supporters whose dedication con-
tributed to the success of the team. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 834—HON-
ORING AND COMMENDING THE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTEND-
ENTS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. KELLY, and Mrs. CAPITO) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary: 

S. RES. 834 

Whereas the Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America (in this preamble re-
ferred to as ‘‘ ‘GCSAA’’) was founded in 1926, 
as the National Association of Greenkeepers 
of America, to do great work advancing the 
art and science of greenkeeping; 

Whereas GCSAA is the top golf-course 
management association in the United 
States and worldwide; 

Whereas GCSAA is the professional asso-
ciation for the men and women who manage 
and maintain the game’s most valuable re-
source—the golf course; 

Whereas GCSAA provides education, infor-
mation, and representation to over 20,000 
members in more than 78 countries; 

Whereas GCSAA serves its members, ad-
vances their profession, and improves com-
munities through the enjoyment, growth, 
and vitality of the game of golf; 

Whereas the golf industry, which contrib-
utes $226,500,000,000 annually to the United 
States economy, recognizes GCSAA as a key 
contributor in elevating the game and busi-
ness; 

Whereas golf courses managed by GCSAA 
members provide substantial environmental 
and community benefits; 

Whereas GCSAA believes golf course man-
agement should be sustainable for the future 
of the game and the earth; 

Whereas GCSAA is at the forefront of the 
golf industry’s efforts to promote environ-
mental stewardship and helps its members 
manage courses in an environmentally re-
sponsible manner; 

Whereas GCSAA provides members and the 
golf course industry with the tools and infor-
mation necessary to enhance their environ-
mental stewardship; 

Whereas GCSAA shepherded the establish-
ment of environmental best management 
practices guidelines in all 50 States; 

Whereas GCSAA funds research that helps 
golf facilities manage their courses more ef-
ficiently and sustainably; 

Whereas GCSAA’s First Green program in-
troduces elementary through high school 
students to STEAM (science, technology, en-
gineering, art, and math) concepts through 
field trips to golf courses; 

Whereas GCSAA’s First Green curriculum 
benefits students by helping them apply 
their classroom knowledge in an outdoor set-
ting, understand how STEAM concepts con-
nect, and find new inspiration in their 
schoolwork and in the possibility of a career 
in golf or a STEAM-related field; 

Whereas GCSAA’s workforce development 
initiatives provide career guidance, profes-
sional development, certificate and certifi-
cation opportunities, and scholarships to 
help individuals build meaningful careers; 

Whereas GCSAA provides advocacy and 
outreach to its members to help ensure the 
future of the profession and the game of golf; 

Whereas the late golf legend Arnold Palm-
er once said, ‘‘The Golf Course Superintend-
ents Association of America and all golf 
course superintendents are probably the 
most important entity that we have in golf’’; 
and 

Whereas GCSAA members have been keep-
ing the game of golf on course for a century 
and are committed to making the next 100 
years even more remarkable: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes the 
100th anniversary of the Golf Course Super-
intendents Association of America. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 835—CELE-
BRATING THE JULY 2026 NORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZA-
TION SUMMIT IN ANKARA, 
TÜRKIYE, AND REAFFIRMING 
PRIORITIES PERTAINING TO 
TRANSATLANTIC SECURITY AND 
THE UNITED STATES COMMIT-
MENT TO NATO 

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
TILLIS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 835 

Whereas the July 2026 North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) Summit (also 
known as the ‘‘Ankara Summit’’), was held 
on July 7-8, 2026, in Ankara, Türkiye, and 
convened all 32 NATO Allies and NATO Part-
ners. 

Whereas the Ankara Summit took place 
during the fifth year of the Russian Federa-
tion’s unprovoked, illegal, full-scale war 
against Ukraine; 

Whereas, at the Ankara Summit all NATO 
Allies reaffirmed our collective defense 
under Article 5 of the Washington Treaty; 

Whereas at the Ankara Summit all NATO 
Allies reaffirmed the Alliance’s ‘‘unwavering 
support for Ukraine in defending its freedom, 
sovereignty, and territorial integrity’’ and 
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collectively pledged $80,000,000,000 in mili-
tary equipment, assistance, and training for 
Ukraine in 2026; 

Whereas, to further strengthen its capa-
bilities for collective defense, at the 2025 
NATO Summit in the Hague, Netherlands, 
all members of NATO committed to defense 
spending of 5 percent of each country’s gross 
domestic product, which includes a commit-
ment to spend 1.5 percent of each country’s 
gross domestic product on investments in de-
fense related infrastructure and capabilities, 
by 2035; 

Whereas core defense spending among our 
NATO Allies has increased by more than 
$139,000,000,000 in 2025 compared with 2024; 

Whereas NATO continues to support ef-
forts to maintain stability in the Western 
Balkans, particularly through the Kosovo 
Force (KFOR) and NATO Headquarters Sara-
jevo in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which close-
ly coordinates with the Armed Forces of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina and Operation Althea, 
the European Union force that is responsible 
for overseeing the implementation of the 
General Framework Agreement for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (also known as the ‘‘Dayton 
Agreement’’ or the ‘‘Dayton Accords’’), done 
at Dayton November 21, 1995; 

Whereas each NATO communique since the 
Russian Federation’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine has acknowledged Russia as a sig-
nificant and direct threat to NATO Allies; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation, in addition to continuing its 
campaign of aggression and violence against 
the people of Ukraine, has conducted hybrid 
warfare against NATO Allies, including spe-
cific efforts to— 

(1) violate Romania’s air space through nu-
merous drone incursions, including on May 
29, 2026, when a Russian drone struck a resi-
dential building in Galati, injuring civilians; 

(2) conduct reconnaissance on the United 
Kingdom’s critical undersea cable and en-
ergy infrastructure using the Russian intel-
ligence-gathering vessel, Yantar; and 

(3) attack and disrupt railroad infrastruc-
ture and commercial air cargo in Poland, 
Germany, and the United Kingdom. 

Whereas these threats have prompted 
NATO to respond with strengthened resolve 
through joint military exercises, such as 
Baltic Sentry, launched in January 2025, and 
Arctic Sentry, launched in February 2026, 
and with critical support to Ukraine to de-
fend its sovereignty and territorial integrity 
through such actions as the Prioritized 
Ukraine Requirements List (PURL) initia-
tive; 

Whereas our NATO Allies and Partners 
have committed more than $4,800,000,000 to 
Ukraine’s defense through the PURL initia-
tive; 

Whereas the Ankara Summit welcomed 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
to discuss NATO continued support for 
Ukraine’s defense against Russian aggres-
sion; and 

Whereas Senator Lindsey Graham attended 
the NATO Summit in Ankara during his 
final overseas trip before his sudden passing: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) reaffirms the enduring bipartisan com-

mitment of the United States Senate to the 
North Atlantic Treaty and the United 
States’ obligations to NATO collective de-
fense under Article 5 of the Treaty; 

(2) commends our NATO Allies for commit-
ting $80,000,000,000 in support for Ukraine in 
2026 at the Ankara Summit and for deliv-
ering on a significant increase in defense 
spending across the Alliance; 

(3) recognizes that all 32 NATO Allies, in-
cluding the United States, have pledged to 
invest at least 5 percent of their gross do-
mestic product on defense and defense re-

lated spending by 2035, and encourages all 
Allies to formalize plans to meet this bench-
mark; 

(4) calls on the Department of Defense to 
engage the Department of State in its force 
posture review to ensure that all NATO Al-
lies and United States partners are consulted 
and fully engaged in the review process; and 

(5) welcomes NATO continued support for 
Ukraine through the Ukraine Defense Con-
tact Group and the PURL initiative, and en-
courages all NATO Allies to continue signifi-
cant support for Ukraine in sustaining its 
fight against Russian aggression. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 836—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 16, 2026, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL AIRBORNE DAY’’ 

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Mr. KING, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
ROSEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. KELLY, and 
Mr. WARNER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 836 

Whereas the members of the airborne 
forces of the Armed Forces of the United 
States have a long and honorable history as 
bold and fierce warriors who, for the na-
tional security of the United States and the 
defense of freedom and peace, project the 
ground combat power of the United States 
by air transport to the far reaches of the bat-
tle area and to the far corners of the world; 

Whereas, on June 25, 1940, experiments 
with airborne operations by the United 
States began after the Army Parachute Test 
Platoon was first authorized by the Depart-
ment of War; 

Whereas, in July 1940, 48 volunteers began 
training for the Army Parachute Test Pla-
toon; 

Whereas the first official Army parachute 
jump took place on August 16, 1940, to test 
the innovative concept of inserting United 
States ground combat forces behind a battle 
line by means of a parachute; 

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon, before the entry of the 
United States into World War II, validated 
the airborne operational concept and led to 
the creation of a formidable force of airborne 
formations that included the 11th, 13th, 17th, 
82nd, and 101st Airborne Divisions; 

Whereas included in those divisions, and 
among other separate formations, were 
many airborne combat, combat support, and 
combat service support units that served 
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities during World War 
II; 

Whereas the achievements of the airborne 
units during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those units into a diversified force 
of parachute and air-assault units that, over 
the years, have fought in Korea, the Domini-
can Republic, Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, 
the Persian Gulf region, and Somalia, and 
have engaged in peacekeeping operations in 
Lebanon, the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt, 
Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo; 

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the members of the 
United States airborne forces, including 
members of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the 
82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault), the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade Combat Team, the 2nd Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team (Airborne) of the 11th 
Airborne Division, the 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, special operations forces of the Army, 

Marine Corps, Navy, and Air Force, and 
other units of the Armed Forces, have dem-
onstrated bravery and honor in combat, sta-
bility, and training operations in Afghani-
stan, Iraq, and other theaters in the Global 
War on Terrorism; 

Whereas the continued evolution of United 
States Army airborne units allowed for the 
reactivation of the 11th Airborne Division on 
June 6, 2022, to lead the Armed Forces of the 
United States in Arctic warfighting capabili-
ties, support United States Indo-Pacific 
Command operations, and continue the sto-
ried legacy of the 11th Airborne Division 
that dates back to World War II; 

Whereas the modern airborne forces also 
include other elite forces composed of air-
borne trained and qualified special oper-
ations warriors, including Army Special 
Forces, Marine Corps Reconnaissance Bat-
talions, Navy SEALs, and Air Force combat 
control and pararescue teams; 

Whereas, of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces, 
thousands have achieved the distinction of 
making combat jumps, dozens have earned 
the Medal of Honor, and hundreds have 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards 
for displays of heroism, gallantry, intre-
pidity, and valor; 

Whereas the members and former members 
of the United States airborne forces are all 
members of a proud and honorable tradition 
that, together with the special skills and 
achievements of those members, distin-
guishes the members as intrepid combat 
parachutists, air assault forces, special oper-
ation forces, and, in the past, glider infantry; 

Whereas individuals from every State of 
the United States have served gallantly in 
the airborne forces, and each State is proud 
of the contributions of its paratrooper vet-
erans during the many conflicts faced by the 
United States; 

Whereas the history and achievements of 
the members and former members of the 
United States airborne forces warrant spe-
cial expressions of the gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States; and 

Whereas, since the airborne forces, past 
and present, celebrate August 16 as the anni-
versary of the first official jump by the 
Army Parachute Test Platoon, August 16 is 
an appropriate day to recognize as National 
Airborne Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 16, 2026, as ‘‘National 

Airborne Day’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Airborne Day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 837—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 
22 THROUGH AUGUST 30, 2026, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL PARK WEEK’’ 
Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. KING, 

Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. COT-
TON, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. JUSTICE, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. KAINE, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. HOEVEN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. COONS, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
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SCOTT of South Carolina, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. KELLY, Mr. SCOTT of 
Florida, Mr. REED, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HUSTED, Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. WARNER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. WELCH, Ms. WARREN, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. 
MOODY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 837 

Whereas, on March 1, 1872, Congress estab-
lished Yellowstone National Park as the first 
national park for the enjoyment of the peo-
ple of the United States; 

Whereas, on August 25, 1916, Congress es-
tablished the National Park Service with the 
mission to preserve unimpaired the natural 
and cultural resources and values of the Na-
tional Park System for the enjoyment, edu-
cation, and inspiration of current and future 
generations; 

Whereas the National Park Service con-
tinues to protect and manage the majestic 
landscapes, hallowed battlefields, and iconic 
cultural and historical sites of the United 
States; 

Whereas the units of the National Park 
System can be found in every State and 
many territories of the United States, and 
many of those units embody the rich natural 
and cultural heritage of the United States, 
reflect a unique national story through peo-
ple and places, and offer countless opportuni-
ties for recreation, volunteerism, cultural 
exchange, education, civic engagement, and 
exploration; 

Whereas, in 2025, the national parks of the 
United States attracted 323,014,305 rec-
reational visits; 

Whereas visits and visitors to the national 
parks of the United States are important 
economic drivers, responsible for contrib-
uting $56,300,000,000 in economic output in 
2024; 

Whereas the dedicated employees of the 
National Park Service carry out their mis-
sion to protect the units of the National 
Park System so that the vibrant culture, di-
verse wildlife, and priceless resources of 
these unique places will endure for per-
petuity; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
have inherited the remarkable legacy of the 
National Park System and are entrusted 
with the preservation of the National Park 
System throughout its second century: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of August 22 

through August 30, 2026, as ‘‘National Park 
Week’’; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States and the world to responsibly visit, ex-
perience, recreate in, and support the treas-
ured national parks of the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 838—COM-
MEMORATING THE FIRST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MASS SHOOT-
ING AT FORT STEWART, GEOR-
GIA, ON AUGUST 6, 2025 
Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 

WARNOCK) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 838 

Whereas, on August 6, 2025, 5 soldiers at 
Fort Stewart, Georgia, were shot and wound-
ed by a fellow soldier; 

Whereas all 5 victims survived the attack; 

Whereas unarmed soldiers responded im-
mediately to subdue the shooter and to 
render first aid to the victims, saving lives 
and preventing further tragedy; 

Whereas the unarmed soldiers acted self-
lessly, putting their own lives at risk; and 

Whereas the Fort Stewart community has 
remained valiant and supportive since the 
incident: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and honors the victims of the 

shooting; 
(2) commends the actions of the Fort Stew-

art soldiers that responded to subdue the 
shooter; 

(3) commends the bravery of the first re-
sponders; 

(4) acknowledges those that continue to 
support the Fort Stewart community in the 
wake of the shooting, including religious 
leaders and mental health care providers; 
and 

(5) expresses support for the victims, their 
families, and the Fort Stewart community. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 839—TO AU-
THORIZE REPRESENTATION BY 
THE SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL IN 
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION V. 
KEY INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC, 
ET AL 

Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 839 

Whereas, in the case of Federal Trade Co-
mission v. Key Investment Group, LLC, et al., 
Case No. 1:25-cv-02716, pending in the United 
States District Court for the District of 
Maryland, the defendants have issued sub-
poenas for the production of documents to 
Senator Marsha Blackburn and Senator Ben 
Ray Luján; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(1) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the 
Senate may direct its counsel to represent 
current and former Members of the Senate 
with respect to any subpoena, order, or re-
quest for evidence relating to their official 
responsibilities; and 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession 
but by permission of the Senate: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate Legal Counsel is 
authorized to represent Senator Blackburn 
and Senator Luján in this matter. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 840—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION BY THE SENATE 
LEGAL COUNSEL 

Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 840 

Whereas, the Office of the United States 
Attorney for the District of Massachusetts 
has requested employee testimony from the 
office of Senator Elizabeth Warren for use in 
a criminal threat investigation; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the 

Senate may direct its counsel to represent 
current and former employees of the Senate 
with respect to any subpoena, order, or re-
quest for testimony or documents relating to 
their official responsibilities; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession 
but by permission of the Senate; and 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate may promote the administration of 
justice, the Senate will take such action as 
will promote the ends of justice consistent 
with the privileges of the Senate: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That employees of the office of 
Senator Elizabeth Warren from whom rel-
evant evidence may be necessary are author-
ized to provide testimony in this investiga-
tion and any future legal proceedings in this 
matter, except concerning matters for which 
a privilege should be asserted. 

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent the employees of Senator 
Warren’s office in connection with the pro-
duction of testimony authorized in section 
one of this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 841—CELE-
BRATING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
UKRAINE FROM THE FORMER 
SOVIET UNION 

Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. 
ALSOBROOKS, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BENNET, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. KING, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. KELLY, and 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 841 

Whereas, on August 24, 1991, the elected 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine declared the 
independence of Ukraine from the Soviet 
Union with an overwhelming majority of the 
vote; 

Whereas, on December 1, 1991, more than 90 
percent of Ukrainian citizens voted in a na-
tional referendum in support of independ-
ence, with majorities in every region; 

Whereas, on February 8, 1994, Ukraine was 
the first member state of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States to join the Partner-
ship for Peace program of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) and has since 
deepened its relationship with NATO, recog-
nized as an Enhanced Opportunities Partner; 

Whereas, on November 22, 2004, Ukrainians 
peacefully took to the streets in protest of a 
fraudulent presidential election, beginning 
the Orange Revolution and resulting in new 
elections under free and fair conditions; 

Whereas, on November 21, 2013, the 
Euromaidan protests began, resulting in the 
Revolution of Dignity and the removal of 
President Viktor Yanukovych by the 
Verkhovna Rada; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, the Russian 
Federation launched a full-scale, 
unprovoked, and illegal invasion of Ukraine, 
following its illegal annexation of Crimea in 
2014 and its illegal occupation of parts of the 
Donbas region in 2014; 
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Whereas the United States has played a 

vital role in supporting the sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and self-defense of 
Ukraine in the wake of the Russian Federa-
tion’s full-scale invasion in 2022, and contin-
ued United States diplomatic leadership re-
mains essential to advancing efforts to bring 
about a just and lasting peace agreement be-
tween Ukraine and the Russian Federation; 

Whereas the integration of Ukraine’s bat-
tle-tested defense-industrial capabilities into 
the broader trans-Atlantic security architec-
ture represents a return on investment for 
United States and NATO allied funding that 
extends beyond support for Ukraine’s self-de-
fense to a direct strengthening of allied secu-
rity; 

Whereas the international community and 
the United States recognize the sovereignty, 
independence, and full territorial integrity 
of Ukraine within its internationally recog-
nized 1991 borders; and 

Whereas Ukraine has continued to 
strengthen its democracy and has prioritized 
closer engagement with NATO and the Euro-
pean Union: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the courage and resolve 

shown by the Ukrainian people in their pur-
suit of sovereignty and democracy; 

(2) remembers the Euromaidan protests of 
November 2013 as a major step forward in the 
journey of Ukraine toward democracy; 

(3) affirms the Crimea Declaration issued 
and announced by the Department of State 
on July 24, 2018, which rejects the illegal an-
nexation of Crimea by the Russian Federa-
tion and pledges to maintain that position 
until the territorial integrity of Ukraine is 
restored; 

(4) condemns the February 24, 2022, illegal 
and unprovoked military invasion of Ukraine 
and occupation of Ukrainian territory by the 
Russian Federation; 

(5) honors and solemnly remembers the 
more than 16,000 Ukrainian civilians and the 
many Ukrainian servicemembers who have 
lost their lives since February 24, 2022, in de-
fense of the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine in the face of the Russian 
Federation’s aggression; 

(6) welcomes reports that United States 
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff intends to 
make his first visit to Kyiv in the coming 
months and encourages President Trump’s 
continued efforts with international partners 
to achieve a just and lasting peace agree-
ment for the Ukrainian people; 

(7) encourages the United States Govern-
ment to commit to a strong security guar-
antee for Ukraine, which is necessary for 
Ukraine to reach a durable peace agreement 
with a belligerent Russian Federation; 

(8) encourages the United States Govern-
ment, including the Department of Defense, 
to take all appropriate steps to incorporate 
lessons learned from Ukraine’s demonstrated 
advances in drone warfare, counter-drone de-
fense, and rapid defense-industrial innova-
tion to strengthen United States military 
readiness and warfighting capabilities; 

(9) encourages the Government of Ukraine 
to continue implementing crucial reforms to 
fight corruption, build strong and free mar-
kets, and strengthen democracy and the rule 
of law; and 

(10) celebrates 35 years of Ukrainian inde-
pendence and the strong partnership between 
the peoples and governments of the United 
States and Ukraine. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 6747. Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. 
CASSIDY, Mr. COTTON, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Mr. BANKS, and Mr. TILLIS) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 6732 proposed by Ms. COLLINS 
to the bill H.R. 6500, to extend duty-free 
treatment provided with respect to imports 
from certain countries in Africa under the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act, to ex-
tend customs user fees, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 6748. Mrs. MOODY (for Mr. PETERS) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 434, to es-
tablish the Commercial Space Activity Advi-
sory Committee, and for other purposes. 

SA 6749. Ms. LUMMIS (for herself and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S. 
1525, to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to stop minting the penny, to require cash 
transactions to be rounded up or down to the 
nearest 5 cents, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

SA 6750. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill H.R. 6500, to extend duty-free 
treatment provided with respect to imports 
from certain countries in Africa under the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act, to ex-
tend customs user fees, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 6751. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. MORAN) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 1838, to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to carry out a 
program of research, training, and investiga-
tion related to Down syndrome, and for 
other purposes. 

SA 6752. Mrs. MOODY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4668, to protect the name, image, and 
likeness rights of, and provide protections 
for, student athletes and to promote fair 
competition among intercollegiate athletics, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 6753. Mrs. MOODY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4668, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 6754. Mrs. MOODY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill S. 4668, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 6755. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S. 
4688, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to classify qualified energy-efficient 
draft alcohol property as 15-year property for 
purposes of depreciation; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 6747. Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COTTON, Ms. 
ERNST, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. ARMSTRONG, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. BANKS, and Mr. 
TILLIS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 6732 proposed by Ms. COLLINS to the 
bill H.R. 6500, to extend duty-free 
treatment provided with respect to im-
ports from certain countries in Africa 
under the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act, to extend customs user 
fees, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 2019. 

SA 6748. Mrs. MOODY (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 434, to establish the Commercial 
Space Activity Advisory Committee, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Space Com-
merce Advisory Committee Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Commerce, acting 
through the Office of Space Commerce. 

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each 
of the several States of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
and any other commonwealth, territory, or 
possession of the United States. 

(3) UNITED STATES ENTITY.—The term 
‘‘United States entity’’ means— 

(A) an individual who is a national of the 
United States (as defined in section 101(a) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a))); and 

(B) a nongovernmental entity organized or 
existing under, and subject to, the laws of 
the United States or a State. 
SEC. 3. COMMERCIAL SPACE ACTIVITY ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary shall establish a Commer-
cial Space Activity Advisory Committee (in 
this section referred to as the ‘‘Committee’’). 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of 15 members appointed by the 
Secretary. 

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall be 

composed of representatives from a variety 
of space policy, engineering, technical, 
science, legal, academic, and finance fields 
who have significant experience in the com-
mercial space industry, which may include 
previous Government experience. 

(B) LIMITATION.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

clause (ii), the Secretary may not appoint as 
a member of the Committee any employee or 
official of the Federal Government. 

(ii) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may ap-
point as a member of the Committee a spe-
cial government employee (as defined in sec-

tion 202(a) of title 18, United States Code) 
who serves on 1 or more other Federal advi-
sory committees. 

(3) TERM.—Each individual appointed as a 
member of the Committee— 

(A) shall be appointed for a term of not 
more than 4 years; and 

(B) during the 2-year period beginning on 
the date on which such term ends, may not 
serve as a member of the Committee. 

(c) DUTIES.—The duties of the Committee 
shall be— 

(1) to advise on the status and recent de-
velopments of nongovernmental space activi-
ties; 

(2) to provide to the Secretary and Con-
gress recommendations on the manner in 
which the United States may facilitate and 
promote a safe, sustainable, robust, competi-
tive, and innovative commercial sector that 
is investing in, developing, and conducting 
space activities within the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Commerce, including through 
the development and implementation of any 
regulatory framework applicable to the com-
mercial space industry; 

(3) to identify, and provide recommenda-
tions in response to, any challenge faced by 
the United States commercial sector relat-
ing to— 

(A) the application of international obliga-
tions of the United States relevant to com-
mercial space sector activities in outer 
space; 

(B) export controls that affect the commer-
cial space sector; 

(C) harmful interference with commercial 
space sector activities in outer space; and 

(D) access to adequate, predictable, and re-
liable radio frequency spectrum; 

(4) to review existing best practices for 
United States entities to avoid— 

(A) the harmful contamination of the 
Moon and other celestial bodies; and 

(B) adverse changes in the environment of 
the Earth resulting from the introduction of 
extraterrestrial matter; and 

(5) to provide information, advice, and rec-
ommendations on matters relating to— 

(A) United States commercial space sector 
activities in outer space; and 

(B) other commercial space sector activi-
ties, as the Committee considers necessary. 

(d) TERMINATION.—The Committee shall 
terminate on the date that is 10 years after 
the date on which the Committee is estab-
lished. 

SA 6749. Ms. LUMMIS (for herself 
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 1525, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to stop minting 
the penny, to require cash transactions 
to be rounded up or down to the near-
est 5 cents, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Common 
Cents Act’’. 

SEC. 2. SPECIFICATIONS OF 5-CENT COINS AND 
CEASING PRODUCTION OF ONE- 
CENT COINS. 

Section 5112 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘weighs 5 
grams.’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘weighs— 

‘‘(A) 5 grams, with respect to such coin 
that is an alloy of copper and nickel; or 

‘‘(B) between 4 and 6 grams, with respect to 
such coin as described in subsection (c).’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘except as provided under 

subsection (c) of this section,’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘and weighs 3.11 grams’’; 
(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in the sixth sentence— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘either’’ before ‘‘an alloy’’; 

and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or a composition de-

scribed in subsection (c)’’ before the period; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘with respect to such 

coins that are an alloy of copper and nickel’’ 
after ‘‘nickel required’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘Except’’ through ‘‘zinc’’ 
and inserting ‘‘The one-cent coin is com-
posed of copper and zinc’’; 

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(c) 5-CENT COIN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The 5-cent coin may be a 

coin with an inner layer of zinc and an outer 
layer of nickel. 

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—The Secretary may pre-
scribe the composition of zinc and nickel in 
the 5-cent coin, subject to testing and eval-
uation that such composition— 

‘‘(A) reduces the cost incurred to produce 
such coin; and 

‘‘(B) to the greatest extent practicable, has 
a minimal adverse impact on machines de-
signed to accept coins.’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(bb) CEASING PRODUCTION OF ONE-CENT 

COIN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the Secretary shall 
cease production of one-cent coins for gen-
eral circulation, but may continue to 
produce and issue one-cent coins for sale as 
numismatic items. 

‘‘(2) NO EFFECT ON LEGAL TENDER.—Any 
one-cent coin that is minted and issued on 
any date before the date of the enactment of 
this subsection shall remain legal tender for 
all debts, public charges, taxes, and dues.’’. 

SEC. 3. CASH TRANSACTION ROUNDING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person, including a 
financial institution, selling goods or serv-
ices in a cash transaction or entering into 
any other transaction that results in a pay-
ment or transfer of cash between the parties 
to the transaction may, if exact change can-
not be provided at that time of such trans-
action, round the covered amount in the fol-
lowing manner: 

(1) ROUNDING DOWN.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2)(B), in any case in which the 
covered amount ends with 1 cent, 2 cents, 6 
cents, or 7 cents as the final digit, the 
amount of cents in the sum may be rounded 
down to the nearest amount divisible by 5 for 
any person seeking to make payment with 
cash. 

(2) ROUNDING UP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 

covered amount ends with 3 cents, 4 cents, 8 
cents, or 9 cents as the final digit, the 
amount of cents in the sum may be rounded 
up to the nearest amount divisible by 5 for 
any person seeking to make payment with 
cash. 

(B) SMALL TRANSACTIONS.—In any case in 
which the covered amount totals $0.01 or 
$0.02, such amount may be rounded up to $.05 
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for any person seeking to make payment 
with cash. 

(b) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY TO ROUND.— 
With respect to a person, including a finan-
cial institution, conducting a cash trans-
action with a customer of the person, the 
amount of cents in the sum of the trans-
action may be rounded, if such rounding is in 
favor of the customer, as follows: 

(1) Up to the nearest amount divisible by 5, 
if the person is paying the customer in cash. 

(2) Down to the nearest amount divisible 
by 5, if the customer is paying the person in 
cash. 

(c) EMPLOYER PAYMENTS TO EMPLOYEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to an em-

ployer providing a cash payment to an em-
ployee in an amount that is not divisible by 
5 cents, if the employer chooses to round the 
amount of cents in such payment, the em-
ployer shall round the amount of cents in 
such payment up to the nearest amount di-
visible by 5 cents. 

(2) NO ROUNDING REQUIREMENT.—Nothing in 
this subsection may be construed to require 
rounding by an employer described in para-
graph (1) who provides a cash payment to an 
employee in an exact amount. 

(d) APPLICATION.—Subsections (a), (b), and 
(c) shall not apply to any transaction for 
which payment is made by any demand or 
negotiable instrument, electronic fund 
transfer, check, gift card, money order, cred-
it card, or other like instrument or method. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act may be construed to require any 
person to round a payment as described in 
subsections (a) or (b). 

(f) COVERED AMOUNT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered amount’’ means— 

(1) the total transaction amount, including 
taxes; or 

(2) in the case of a person selling goods or 
services in a cash transaction or entering 
into any other transaction that results in a 
payment or transfer of cash between the par-
ties to the transaction, the amount of 
change due to the customer if the customer 
provides a cash payment that exceeds the 
total transaction amount, including taxes. 
SEC. 4. TREATMENT OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND 

TRIBAL LAW WITH RESPECT TO 
CASH TRANSACTION ROUNDING. 

(a) FEDERAL LAW.—Any person selling 
goods or services in a cash transaction, in-
cluding a financial institution, entering into 
any other transaction that results in a pay-
ment or transfer of cash between the parties 
to the transaction shall not be in violation 
of any Federal requirement, law, regulation, 
or standard based on the adherence to the 
cash rounding provisions described in section 
3. 

(b) STATE AND TRIBAL LAW.—Any person 
selling goods or services in a cash trans-
action, including a financial institution, en-
tering into any other transaction that re-
sults in a payment or transfer of cash be-
tween the parties to the transaction shall 
not be in violation of any requirement, law, 
regulation, or standard of a State, Tribe, or 
a political subdivision of a State based on 
the adherence to the cash rounding provi-
sions described in section 3. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act or of any order thereunder shall ex-
cuse noncompliance with any Federal, State, 
Tribal, or local law, regulation, ordinance, or 
requirement establishing a minimum wage, 
providing for overtime pay requirements, or 
providing for paid leave. 
SEC. 5. STRATEGIC PLAN AND REPORT ON COIN 

TERMINAL OPERATIONS AND COIN 
DISTRIBUTION STABILITY. 

(a) STRATEGIC PLAN AND REPORT.—Not 
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System shall submit to 

the covered committees and make publicly 
available a report that outlines a strategic 
plan for the acceptance of penny orders and 
deposits at commercial coin terminals pro-
viding services under agreements with the 
Federal reserve banks nationwide, includ-
ing— 

(1) a description of the Board’s approach to 
limiting disruptions in penny supply and 
maintaining the stability of and efficiency of 
the coin distribution system, to the greatest 
extent practicable; 

(2) an evaluation of such coin terminals 
where the Federal reserve banks no longer 
accept penny deposits or penny orders; 

(3) an assessment of whether processing 
penny deposits or penny orders at such coin 
terminals could mitigate any challenges re-
lated to ceasing the production of the penny, 
including challenges related to the imple-
mentation of rounding practices; 

(4) an assessment by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, which the Secretary shall conduct 
and deliver to the Board not less than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this 
Act— 

(A) on the impact of penny supply and de-
mand disruptions, and rounding practices for 
check cashing, on low-income communities, 
older consumers, debanked, unbanked, and 
underbanked individuals, including feedback 
from State or local entities; and 

(B) that includes recommendations to the 
Congress to address any adverse impacts 
identified under subparagraph (A); and 

(5) any additional considerations the Board 
determines relevant to maintaining penny 
distribution stability. 

(b) EVALUATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after submission of the report required under 
subsection (a), the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System shall submit to the 
covered committees and make publicly 
available a report that evaluates the 
progress of implementing the strategic plan 
described in subsection (a), including— 

(A) any material changes to the plan; and 
(B) any identified or emerging stress in the 

penny distribution system. 
(2) SUCCESSIVE REPORTS.—The Board of 

Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
shall submit to the covered committees and 
make publicly available 2 additional reports 
that evaluate the progress described in para-
graph (1) on dates that are not later than— 

(A) 18 months after the submission of the 
report required under subsection (a); and 

(B) 30 months after the submission of the 
report required under subsection (a). 
SEC. 6. DISCONTINUATION OF CIRCULATION OF 

COINS. 
Section 5111 of title 31, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) may discontinue the minting for cir-

culation of any coin that is described in 
paragraph (1) (and that is minted for circula-
tion, as of the date of enactment of this 
paragraph) only in accordance with the pro-
cedures described in subsection (e).’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(e) DISCONTINUATION.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 

term ‘covered committees’ means— 
‘‘(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 
‘‘(B) the Committee on Financial Services 

of the House of Representatives. 
‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury may not discontinue the minting 
for circulation of a coin described in sub-
section (a)(5) unless the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) not later than 60 days before that dis-
continuation, and in coordination with the 
Director of the United States Mint, submits 
to the covered committees notice regarding 
that discontinuation, which shall include— 

‘‘(i) a description of the reasoning for that 
discontinuation, including fiscal and oper-
ational considerations; and 

‘‘(ii) a comprehensive plan for phasing out 
the circulating coin, taking into consider-
ation— 

‘‘(I) the potential impacts of that dis-
continuation on consumers and businesses; 
and 

‘‘(II) the potential economic impacts of 
that discontinuation; and 

‘‘(B) not later than 30 days after the date 
on which the Secretary submits the notice 
required under subparagraph (A), provides a 
briefing to the covered committees regarding 
the plan for implementing that discontinu-
ation.’’. 
SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COVERED COMMITTEES.—The term ‘‘cov-

ered committees’’ means— 
(A) the Committee on Financial Services 

of the House of Representatives; and 
(B) the Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs of the Senate. 
(2) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘fi-

nancial institution’’ means any person, other 
than an individual, the business of which is 
engaging in financial activities in section 
4(k) of the Bank Holding Company Act of 
1956 (12 U.S.C. 1843(k)). 

SA 6750. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill H.R. 6500, to extend 
duty-free treatment provided with re-
spect to imports from certain countries 
in Africa under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act, to extend customs 
user fees, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill mak-
ing continuing appropriations and extensions 
for fiscal year 2027, and for other purposes.’’. 

SA 6751. Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for 
himself and Mr. MORAN) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 1838, to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to authorize the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services to carry out a pro-
gram of research, training, and inves-
tigation related to Down syndrome, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DeOndra 
Dixon INCLUDE Project Act of 2026’’. 
SEC. 2. DEONDRA DIXON INCLUDE PROJECT. 

Part B of title IV of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 284 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 409K. DOWN SYNDROME RESEARCH. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of NIH 
shall carry out a program of research, train-
ing, and investigation related to Down syn-
drome to be known as the ‘INvestigation of 
Co-occurring conditions across the Lifespan 
to Understand Down syndromE Project’ or 
the ‘INCLUDE Project’. 

‘‘(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The program 
under subsection (a) shall include— 

‘‘(1) high-risk, high-reward research on the 
effects of trisomy 21 on human development 
and health; 

‘‘(2) promoting research for participants 
with Down syndrome across the lifespan, in-
cluding cohort studies to facilitate improved 
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understanding of Down syndrome and co-oc-
curring conditions and development of new 
interventions; 

‘‘(3) expanding the number of clinical trials 
that are inclusive of, or expressly for, par-
ticipants with Down syndrome, including 
novel biomedical and pharmacological inter-
ventions and other therapies designed to pro-
mote or enhance activities of daily living; 

‘‘(4) research on the biological mechanisms 
in individuals with Down syndrome per-
taining to structural, functional, and behav-
ioral anomalies and dysfunction as well as 
stunted growth; 

‘‘(5) supporting research to improve diag-
nosis and treatment of conditions co-occur-
ring with Down syndrome, including the 
identification of biomarkers related to risk 
factors, diagnosis, and clinical research and 
therapeutics; 

‘‘(6) research on the causes of increased 
prevalence, and concurrent treatment, of co- 
occurring conditions, such as Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias and 
autoimmunity, in individuals with Down 
syndrome; and 

‘‘(7) research, training, and investigation 
on improving the quality of life of individ-
uals with Down syndrome and their families. 

‘‘(c) COORDINATION; PRIORITIZING NON-
DUPLICATIVE RESEARCH.—The Director of NIH 
shall ensure that— 

‘‘(1) the programs and activities of the in-
stitutes and centers of the National Insti-
tutes of Health relating to Down syndrome 
and co-occurring conditions are coordinated, 
including through the Office of the Director 
of NIH and priority-setting reviews con-
ducted pursuant to section 402(b)(3); and 

‘‘(2) such institutes and centers, prioritize, 
as appropriate, Down syndrome research 
that does not duplicate existing research ac-
tivities of the National Institutes of Health. 

‘‘(d) CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS.— 
In carrying out activities under this section, 
the Director of NIH shall, as appropriate and 
to the maximum extent feasible, consult 
with relevant stakeholders, including pa-
tient advocates, to ensure that such activi-
ties take into consideration the needs of in-
dividuals with Down syndrome. 

‘‘(e) BIENNIAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of NIH 

shall submit, on a biennial basis, to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce and the 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education, and Related Agencies of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
and the Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education, and Related 
Agencies of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, a report that catalogs 
the research conducted or supported under 
this section. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report under para-
graph (1) shall include— 

‘‘(A) identification of the institute or cen-
ter involved; 

‘‘(B) a statement of whether the research is 
or was being carried out directly by such in-
stitute or center or by multiple institutes 
and centers; and 

‘‘(C) identification of any resulting real- 
world evidence that is or may be used for 
clinical research and medical care for pa-
tients with Down syndrome.’’. 

SA 6752. Mrs. MOODY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4668, to protect the 
name, image, and likeness rights of, 
and provide protections for, student 
athletes and to promote fair competi-
tion among intercollegiate athletics, 

and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. RECOGNIZING HOME SCHOOL GRAD-

UATES. 
Section 484(d) of the Higher Education Act 

of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) is amended— 
(1) in the heading of such subsection, by 

striking ‘‘WHO ARE NOT HIGH SCHOOL GRAD-
UATES’’ and inserting ‘‘FROM NON-TRADI-
TIONAL SETTINGS’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE.—For purposes 

of this title, a student who has completed a 
secondary school education in a home school 
setting that is treated as a home school or 
private school under State law shall be con-
sidered a high school graduate.’’. 

SA 6753. Mrs. MOODY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4668, to protect the 
name, image, and likeness rights of, 
and provide protections for, student 
athletes and to promote fair competi-
tion among intercollegiate athletics, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title II, add the following: 
SEC. 208. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This title and the amendments made by 
this title shall take effect on January 1, 2028. 

SA 6754. Mrs. MOODY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 4668, to protect the 
name, image, and likeness rights of, 
and provide protections for, student 
athletes and to promote fair competi-
tion among intercollegiate athletics, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 146, strike line 4 and insert the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(f) EXEMPTION FOR COVERED INSTITUTIONS 
THAT ATTEMPT TO WITHDRAW FROM CON-
FERENCE WITHIN GRACE WINDOW.—Subsection 
(a) shall not apply to any merger, consolida-
tion, or acquisition with respect to a covered 
institution that, as of the date of enactment 
of this section, is a member of a covered con-
ference if, not later than 180 days after that 
date, the covered institution files a notice 
that satisfies the contractual obligation of 
the covered institution for purposes of with-
drawing from the covered conference. 

‘‘(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

SA 6755. Mr. LEE submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 4688, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to classify 
qualified energy-efficient draft alcohol 
property as 15-year property for pur-
poses of depreciation; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike section 205. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO NOT 
OBJECT TO PROCEEDING 

I, Senator RON WYDEN, do not intend 
to object to proceeding to the nomina-
tion of Vincent J. Noble for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve to the grade of colonel, 
dated August 6, 2026. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I have 
four requests for committees to meet 

during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 

FORESTRY 
The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, August 6, 2026, at 9:30 
a.m., to conduct a business meeting. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, August 6, 2026, at 10:15 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, August 
6, 2026, at 11 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, August 6, 2026, 
at 8:30 a.m., to conduct a business 
meeting. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, at 11:30 a.m. on Fri-
day, the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion and proceed to consideration of 
H.R. 5334; further, that the only amend-
ments in order be the following to be 
offered by the sponsor or their designee 
and with 2 minutes of debate, equally 
divided, prior to each vote and up to 5 
minutes under the control of Senator 
GRAHAM prior to the vote on passage: 
Graham-Blumenthal No. 6711, Graham 
No. 6712, and Paul No. 6715; further, 
that upon the use or yielding back of 
that time, the Senate vote in relation 
to the Paul amendment, if offered, and 
upon disposition of the Paul amend-
ment, the Graham-Blumenthal amend-
ment, as amended, if amended, be 
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be 
read a third time and the Senate vote 
on passage of the bill, as amended, with 
60 affirmative votes required for pas-
sage; finally, if passed, the Graham 
amendment to title No. 6712 be agreed 
to; that the title, as amended, be 
agreed to, and the motion to reconsider 
be considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; further, following disposition of 
H.R. 5334, the Senate resume executive 
session and vote on confirmation of the 
nominations en bloc; finally, that the 
cloture motion with respect to amend-
ment No. 6732 to H.R. 6500 ripen fol-
lowing disposition of the nominations 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following resolutions 
which are at the desk: S. Res. 836, S. 
Res. 837, S. Res. 838, S. Res. 839, and S. 
Res 840. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

S. RES. 840 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this reso-
lution concerns a request for evidence 
related to an investigation of an indi-
vidual who made a threat against Sen-
ator ELIZABETH WARREN in a commu-
nication sent to the Senator’s office. 
The U.S. attorney’s office investigating 
the matter is seeking employee testi-
mony from Senator WARREN’s office for 
use in its investigation and in any fu-
ture legal proceedings arising in this 
matter. The Senator would like to co-
operate with this request by providing 
relevant employee testimony from her 
office. 

This resolution would authorize em-
ployees in the office of Senator WAR-
REN to provide relevant testimony in 
this investigation and any future legal 
proceedings in this matter, with rep-
resentation by the Senate legal coun-
sel. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to, 
the preambles be agreed to, and that 
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, all 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 
2026 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Fri-
day, August 7; that following the pray-
er and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, morning 
business be closed, and notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate proceed 
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the nominations en bloc pur-
suant to S. Res. 817 postcloture; fur-
ther, notwithstanding rule XXII, at 
11:30 a.m. the Senate proceed to legisla-
tive session and execute the order in 
relation to H.R. 5334; finally, if any 

nominations are confirmed during Fri-
day’s session of the Senate, that the 
motions to reconsider be made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 9:43 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
August 7, 2026, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate August 6, 2026: 

IN THE SPACE FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS CHIEF OF SPACE OPERATIONS AND APPOINTMENT IN 
THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601 AND 9082: 

To be general 

LT. GEN. DOUGLAS A. SCHIESS 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF VINCENT J. NOBLE, TO 
BE COLONEL. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
TECTING INDEPENDENT CON-
TRACTORS FROM DISCRIMINA-
TION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
week, I introduced the Protecting Independent 
Contractors from Discrimination Act, which 
would extend to independent contractors the 
same federal antidiscrimination protections 
provided to employees. According to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, approximately seven 
percent of workers are independent contrac-
tors. 

This bill would extend the following anti-
discrimination laws, which apply to employees, 
to independent contractors: Title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967, Title I of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 505 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Title II of 
the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act 
of 2008. Every worker should be protected 
from discrimination. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
SAMUEL ‘‘SAM’’ DOUGHERTY 

HON. TIM WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Samuel ‘‘Sam’’ Dougherty of East 
Leroy as the Veteran of the Month for August 
and honor him for his service on behalf of a 
grateful Nation. 

Sam served in the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve as a Combat Engineer from 
1988 to 1994. Following his service, Sam con-
tinued his lifelong commitment to serving oth-
ers by investing his time and talents in his 
local community. He joined the Construction 
Laborers Local 355 and has contributed sig-
nificantly to the region through his service on 
the boards of the Leila Arboretum Society and 
the Kalamazoo Area Labor Management. His 
compassion extends even further through his 
involvement with CityLinC Foster Care and 
Adoption and the Advanced Manufacturing 
Career Consortium, demonstrating his dedica-
tion to creating opportunities and support sys-
tems for families and workers across Michi-
gan. 

Sam also started a pre-apprenticeship pro-
gram serving veterans and worked as the Di-
rector of Southwest Michigan Operations for 
the Michigan Workforce Development Institute, 
where he oversaw workforce programs, built 
strong regional partnerships, and helped job 
seekers, including veterans, find stable, mean-
ingful employment. His reputation as a col-
laborative, strategic leader made him an in-

valuable asset to regional economic develop-
ment efforts. 

Since 2024, Sam has served as the Michi-
gan State Representative for Helmets to Hard-
hats, a national nonprofit organization that 
connects military service members, veterans, 
and reservists with quality careers in the build-
ing trades. Sam ensures that those who have 
served our country receive the opportunities, 
care, and support they deserve as they transi-
tion into civilian life. Sam also served as a vol-
unteer for a freedom hunt for disabled vet-
erans at Fort Custer for 20 years and currently 
volunteers with the Michigan Wounded and 
Returning Warrior Program, offering steadfast 
support to those who have borne the heaviest 
burdens of war. For his volunteer work with 
veterans, he has been awarded the Marine 
Corps League Distinguished Citizen Award. 

Sam Dougherty’s faithful service and contin-
ued commitment to both our Nation’s armed 
services and Michigan’s local communities 
should serve as an inspiration to us all. May 
others know of my high regard for Sam, as 
well as my deep gratitude for his lasting con-
tributions to the country we love. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARTIN JOSEPH 
‘‘JOE’’ O’ROURKE 

HON. MIKE BOST 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Martin Joseph ‘‘Joe’’ O’Rourke in cele-
bration of his milestone 100th birthday and his 
years of dedicated service to his country. 

Joe was born July 21, 1926, in Marshall, Illi-
nois. As the son of a World War I veteran, 
when Joe’s time for service came, he readily 
answered the call. He enlisted on May 17, 
1945, as a private in the United States Army 
during World War II. 

Joe achieved the rank of Technician Fourth 
Grade and was assigned to the 977th Signal 
Service Battalion. He was stationed in Italy 
and Iran, where he helped maintain strategic 
military communication systems and critical in-
frastructure. Joe was honorably discharged 
and awarded the Victory Medal and the Over-
seas Service Bar, before retuming home to 
Marshall. 

Joe married the love of his life, Inez Louise 
Remlinger, and with her support, went back to 
school and earned his GED. He and Inez 
would raise five sons: Bob, Tom, John, Gary, 
and Brian. God blessed the couple with 12 
grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
Martin Joseph ‘‘Joe’’ O’Rourke, a World War II 
veteran and devoted family man, for 100 years 
well lived. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF LARS J. LUND 

HON. KEVIN MULLIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life, leadership, and enduring con-
tributions of Lars J. Lund, an educator whose 
steadfast commitment to service strengthened 
countless students, families, and communities 
across the San Francisco Bay Area. Through-
out his distinguished career, Mr. Lund exem-
plified integrity, faith, and a profound dedica-
tion to Catholic education. 

Mr. Lund’s work spanned more than three 
decades, most notably at Junı́pero Serra High 
School in San Mateo, California, where he 
served as a Theology Teacher, Associate 
Principal, and ultimately President. His leader-
ship at Serra shaped generations of young 
people, guided faculty and staff with compas-
sion, and strengthened the school’s mission. 
As a graduate of Serra’s Class of 1988, I had 
the privilege of knowing Mr. Lund as my 
teacher. His thoughtful guidance left a lasting 
impression on me, as it did on so many of my 
classmates and students who followed. It is 
often said within our community, ‘‘once a 
Padre, always a Padre,’’ and Mr. Lund em-
bodied that spirit fully and faithfully. 

His exceptional leadership earned recogni-
tion at the national and state levels. He was 
honored in 2002 by the Institute for Catholic 
Educational Leadership at the University of 
San Francisco for distinguished service to the 
Catholic school community, and he received a 
California State Assembly Certificate of Rec-
ognition for outstanding service as Principal. In 
2003, Mr. Lund received the National Catholic 
Educational Association’s Secondary Schools 
Award for his significant contributions to Amer-
ican Catholic secondary education. In 2008, 
Congresswoman Jackie Speier issued a proc-
lamation acknowledging his exemplary service 
to Serra as both a teacher and administrator. 

Mr. Lund’s dedication extended beyond 
Serra. He contributed scholarly work to na-
tional publications on Catholic education, 
served on editorial teams for major assess-
ment initiatives, and authored chapters that 
helped shape national conversations on reli-
gious education. His leadership continued at 
other mission-driven institutions, including his 
service as Interim President at Justin-Siena 
High School and later as Head of School at 
Mission Dolores Academy in San Francisco. 
At Mission Dolores Academy, he successfuljy 
implemented the school’s inaugural strategic 
plan, strengthened operations across key 
areas, established new governance structures, 
modernized facilities, and created innovative 
spaces, such as the Golden State Warriors/ 
Ross Stores Reading Room to support student 
learning and leadership development. 

Across all roles, Mr. Lund led with humility, 
purpose, and an abiding belief in the dignity of 
every student. His work was characterized by 
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thoughtful stewardship, collaborative leader-
ship, and an unwavering commitment to 
strengthening school communities. He was ad-
mired for his quiet strength, his compassion, 
and a deep faith that animated every aspect of 
his service. 

Mr. Lund’s impact cannot be measured 
solely by titles or accolades, but by the count-
less lives he touched through kindness, 
mentorship, and example. His legacy is car-
ried forward in the strong communities he 
helped build, the institutions he shaped, and 
the many individuals he inspired, As a former 
student, I remain personally grateful for the 
formative role he played in my own education 
and development. 

Mr. Lund passed peacefully on July 13, 
2026, at the age of 67. He is survived by his 
wife Mary, his children, Theresa Crockett, 
Kathleen Lund, Kevin Lund, and his grand-
children, Harrison and Avery Crockett. May his 
life of service and faith continue to inspire us, 
and may his memory be a blessing to the 
community he served with such devotion. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please join 
me in celebrating and commemorating the life 
and accomplishments of Lars J. Lund. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE AT DAIRY KASTLE 

HON. MORGAN McGARVEY 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Dairy Kastle, a beloved Louis-
ville institution, and in celebration of its fiftieth 
anniversary. 

From its origins as a modest walk-up 
counter converted from a gas station, Dairy 
Kastle has been a fixture of Louisville sum-
mers for five decades. Generations of 
Louisvillians have grown up on its soft serve 
ice cream and ‘‘flurries,’’ and the same kids 
who lined up around the block for ice cream 
four decades ago, now bring their own chil-
dren and grandchildren to enjoy snacks and 
treats from that same curious little building. 

Dairy Kastle remains, at heart, a family- 
owned neighborhood spot. It is exactly the 
kind of small, independent business that gives 
a neighborhood its character, a family enter-
prise that has earned its customers’ loyalty 
one cone and one chili dog at a time. Dairy 
Kastle has weathered decades of changing 
times, a pandemic, and the ordinary churn of 
small business in America without losing what 
makes it special: it’s a place where the line 
moves quickly, the service is friendly, and the 
prices stay within reach of a working family’s 
budget. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dairy Kastle’s fifty years of 
service and in wishing its owners, Kevin and 
Daniela Trice, continued success for many 
summers to come. 

CELEBRATING PIMA FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION’S 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. JUAN CISCOMANI 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 75th anniversary of Pima 
Federal Credit Union, a milestone which the 
organization started celebrating on June 1. 

Pima Federal has been serving Arizonans 
since 1951, helping members reach their fi-
nancial goals and offering support to our com-
munities. 

From helping members set up their first 
checking account or credit card, to providing 
home loans and business solutions, Pima 
Federal has been a pillar of the Arizona com-
munity. 

My appreciation for the work they have 
done is personal because my first ever finan-
cial institution account was with Pima Federal, 
and I can truthfully say they were a huge sup-
port and source of learning for me. 

Pima Federal is especially committed to ex-
panding access to homeownership through 
their innovative home loan programs which 
help families build stability, achieve their 
goals, and create generational wealth. 

This commitment defends and preserves the 
American Dream, of which homeownership is 
integral. 

I thank all the staff and leadership at Pima 
Federal Credit Union for their service to the 
communities of Arizona. 

Their work has impacted generations of Ari-
zonans, helping families and small businesses 
reach the financial goals they have set for 
themselves, and the ones they otherwise 
would have thought impossible. 

I congratulate them on 75 amazing years. 
Here’s to many more still to come. 

f 

HONORING JOHN ADAMS 

HON. NATHANIEL MORAN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John Adams, chief meteorologist at 
KETK/FOX 51, who is celebrating 50 years in 
the broadcast meteorology industry. 

John is a native of East Texas, born and 
raised in Henderson. He attended the United 
States Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, continued his studies at Sam Hous-
ton State University, and graduated from 
Texas A&M University in 1977 with a Bachelor 
of Science in meteorology. 

From there, John built a career spanning 
television and radio stations across our state, 
delivering the forecasts East Texas families 
have relied on for half a century—through 
calm mornings and severe storms alike. 

Today, John is back home, serving the com-
munity that raised him. There is something fit-
ting about that: a career that started with a 
young man from Henderson watching the 
skies has come full circle, with that same man 
now giving East Texans the information they 
need to plan their days and protect their fami-
lies. 

Fifty years is a long time to show up, night 
after night, and earn people’s trust. John 
Adams has done that, and East Texas is bet-
ter for it. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating John Adams on this milestone, 
and in thanking him for five decades of faithful 
service to the people of East Texas. 

May the years ahead be as blessed as the 
ones behind him. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TESSA KENYON OF 
RIVERTON, WYOMING 

HON. HARRIET M. HAGEMAN 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Tessa Kenyon of 
Riverton on her selection as a National Officer 
for the Family, Career and Community Lead-
ers of America. The FCCLA is one of the Na-
tion’s premier career development organiza-
tions in the country preparing America’s work-
force since 1945. FCCLA’s National Officers 
represent the highest level of leadership within 
this more than 270,000-member organization 
shaping America’s next generation. Members 
of the FCCLA National Executive Council play 
a pivotal role in developing programs, imple-
menting initiatives, and modeling good char-
acter for kids and teens across the country. I 
congratulate Tessa on her selection as the 
National Vice President of Programs. She 
makes us all proud. 

f 

COMMENDING MR. ROBERT 
KERMETT WALKER 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from 
the 24th District of the great state of Florida, 
I rise today to recognize Mr. Robert Kermett 
Walker who is retiring after 44 years of distin-
guished service at several federal agencies in-
cluding the United States Post Office, United 
States Coast Guard, Department of the Navy 
and most recently NOAA under the United 
States Department of Commerce. I include in 
the RECORD the following proclamation: 

Whereas, Mr. Walker has been an active 
member and leader in the local Chapter of 
Blacks In Government and has also rep-
resented his agency in the Combined Federal 
Campaign, one of the largest work place giv-
ing programs in the country; 

Whereas, Mr. Walker used his knowledge as 
Computer Analyst to help improve the effi-
ciency of governmental agencies and their 
effectiveness to serve the public; 

Whereas, Mr. Walker takes great pride in 
sharing his wisdom with young people in 
order to positively contribute to their 
growth and development; 

Whereas, Mr. Walker takes great pride in 
sharing his wisdom with young people in 
order to positively contribute to their 
growth and development; and 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a Member of the United 
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of 
Florida, commend Mr. Robert Kermett 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:04 Aug 07, 2026 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A06AU8.004 E06AUPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E777 August 6, 2026 
Walker for his dedication to his profession, 
and his commitment to passing on his exper-
tise to younger generations. 

f 

HONORING THE COUNCIL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS 

HON. SHONTEL M. BROWN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate the Council of 
International Programs on seven decades of 
service and excellence. Founded in Cleveland 
in 1956 and still headquartered in Ohio’s 11th 
Congressional District today, the Council of 
International Programs has spent 70 years 
building bridges abroad through professional 
exchanges and cultural connections. By wel-
coming emerging leaders from around the 
world and connecting them with communities 
across Northeast Ohio, the organization has 
strengthened global partnerships, showcased 
the best of Northeast Ohio, and served as a 
template for cultural exchange initiatives 
across America. 

On behalf of the people of Ohio’s 11th Con-
gressional District, I am proud to recognize the 
Council of International Programs for its out-
sized impact and congratulate its leadership, 
staff, volunteers, and alumni on this remark-
able milestone. 

f 

HONORING BISHOP LEONARD 
SCOTT 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Bishop Leonard Scott, an Indianapolis 
native, pastor, recording artist, entrepreneur, 
and visionary whose lifetime of service has 
transformed gospel music and inspired gen-
erations of believers. Well-recognized for his 
extraordinary contributions to gospel music, 
Bishop Scott’s influence extends far beyond 
the walls of the church and across the Nation. 

Bishop Scott has faithfully led Tyscot 
Records, the Nation’s oldest continuously op-
erating Black-owned gospel record label, for 

over five decades. What began in 1976 as a 
small family endeavor, financed through his 
work as a practicing dentist, has grown into 
one of the most influential institutions in gos-
pel music. Under his leadership, Tyscot 
launched and nurtured the careers of count-
less artists while preserving the rich tradition 
of gospel music for future generations. 

Known to many as ‘‘The Hymns Professor,’’ 
Bishop Scott has dedicated his own musical 
ministry to keeping the timeless message of 
traditional hymns alive. He introduced a new 
generation to the songs of faith through his 
acclaimed Keep Hymns Alive series. His re-
cordings have reached millions of listeners, 
while uplifting families and communities 
through the Gospel with his work as pastor of 
Rock Community Church in Indianapolis. 

Bishop Scott’s remarkable leadership has 
earned him numerous honors, including the 
Dove Awards Lifetime Achievement Award, in-
duction into the Stellar Honors Hall of Fame, 
and most recently, recognition from the Stellar 
Gospel Music Awards for his enduring impact 
on gospel music. His legacy is one of unwav-
ering faith, entrepreneurial vision, and a stead-
fast commitment to ministry. 

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Leonard Scott’s life is 
a testament to the power of faith, persever-
ance, and service. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing his extraordinary contribu-
tions to gospel music, ministry, and our com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND DR. MACK 
KING CARTER 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, from 
the 24th District of the great state of Florida, 
I rise today to recognize and honor the late 
Reverend Dr. Mack King Carter, a man of 
God, a community activist and scholar. I in-
clude in the RECORD the following proclama-
tion: 

Whereas, Reverend Carter was considered 
one of America’s great African-American 
preachers and traveled across the United 
States and abroad teaching God’s Word; 

Whereas, Reverend Carter was senior pas-
tor of New Mount Olive Baptist Church in 
Fort Lauderdale for 27 years, and under his 
leadership the congregation grew from about 
2,800 to more than 10,000 members; 

Whereas, Reverend Carter gave his life to 
Christ at the age of five and became the pas-
tor of a church at the age of 19; 

Whereas, Reverend Carter mentored nu-
merous pastors across the country and was a 
well respected biblical scholar admired for 
his use of current events in his sermons 
often delivered with the tradition tone of Af-
rican-American preaching; 

Whereas, Reverend Carter, a native of 
Ocala, Florida, received an Associate of Arts 
degree in 1967 from Central Florida Commu-
nity College, a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1970 from the University of Florida, a Master 
of Divinity degree in 1976 from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and a Doc-
torate of Ministry degree in 1978 from South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary; and 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that I, Fred-
erica S. Wilson, a Member of the United 
States House of Representatives, rep-
resenting the 24th Congressional District of 
Florida, honor the late Reverend Dr. Mack 
King Carter for his dedication and unwaver-
ing commitment to spreading God’s message, 
his commitment to his family and friends 
and our community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FAITH GOMEZ OF 
JAMESTOWN, WYOMING 

HON. HARRIET M. HAGEMAN 
OF WYOMING 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 6, 2026 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Faith Gomez of 
Jamestown, Wyoming on her remarkable first- 
place finish in the Freedom250 National Stu-
dent Art Contest. This competition held in 
honor of our country’s historic 250th anniver-
sary challenged students across the states 
and territories to select an American hero who 
shaped the Nation today. Participants sub-
mitted an original artwork accompanied by a 
written essay supporting their selection. Faith 
chose to honor America’s first native-born 
Catholic saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton, for her 
grand-prize winning Freedom250 American 
Heroes Student Art Contest. Faith’s first-place 
finish earned her and her family a trip to 
Washington D.C. where her artwork and artist 
statement went on display at the Great Amer-
ican State Fair for spectators from around the 
world to see. I congratulate Faith and thank 
her for making Wyoming proud. 
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Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S4483–S4530 
Measures Introduced: Eighty-six bills and thirteen 
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S. 
5273–5358, S.J. Res. 209–211, and S. Res. 
832–841.                                                                Pages S4513–17 

Measures Reported: 
S. 2542, to direct the Director of the Federal Pro-

tective Service to establish guidance relating to 
emergency protocols for buildings, with an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute. 

S. 4505, to require the United States Postal Serv-
ice to designate ZIP Codes for certain communities, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

S. 4689, to strengthen literacy outcomes for all 
students, to amend the comprehensive literacy State 
development grant program, and to ensure Federal 
accountability and investment in research, teacher 
preparation, and evidence-based instruction aligned 
with the science of reading, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute. 
Measures Passed: 

USMMA Athletics Act: Senate passed S. 3266, to 
support the athletic programs of the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy, after agreeing to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
                                                                                    Pages S4492–93 

Space Commerce Advisory Committee Act: Senate 
passed S. 434, to establish the Commercial Space 
Activity Advisory Committee, after withdrawing the 
committee amendment in the nature of a substitute, 
and agreeing to the following amendment proposed 
thereto:                                                                    Pages S4493–94 

Moody (for Peters) Amendment No. 6748, in the 
nature of a substitute.                                              Page S4494 

Kay Hagan Tick Reauthorization Act: Senate 
passed S. 2398, to reauthorize the Kay Hagan Tick 
Act, after agreeing to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute.                              Pages S4494–95 

DeOndra Dixon INCLUDE Project Act: Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
was discharged from further consideration of S. 

1838, to amend the Public Health Service Act to au-
thorize the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to carry out a program of research, training, and in-
vestigation related to Down syndrome, and the bill 
was then passed, after agreeing to the following 
amendment proposed thereto:                      Pages S4495–98 

Hickenlooper/Moran Amendment No. 6751, in 
the nature of a substitute.                              Pages S4495–96 

Recognizing the 1960 University of Missouri Ti-
gers Football Team: Senate agreed to S. Res. 833, 
recognizing the 1960 University of Missouri Tigers 
Football Team for its undefeated regular season, Or-
ange Bowl victory, and claim to the 1960 National 
Championship.                                               Pages S4498–S4504 

National Airborne Day: Senate agreed to S. Res. 
836, designating August 16, 2026, as ‘‘National 
Airborne Day’’.                                                            Page S4530 

National Park Week: Senate agreed to S. Res. 
837, designating the week of August 22 through 
August 30, 2026, as ‘‘National Park Week’’. 
                                                                                            Page S4530 

Fort Stewart, Georgia Shooting: Senate agreed to 
S. Res. 838, commemorating the first anniversary of 
the mass shooting at Fort Stewart, Georgia, on Au-
gust 6, 2026.                                                                Page S4530 

To Authorize Representation: Senate agreed to S. 
Res. 839, to authorize representation by the Senate 
Legal Counsel in Federal Trade Commission v. Key 
Investment Group, LLC, et al.                            Page S4530 

To Authorize Testimony and Representation: 
Senate agreed to S. Res. 840, to authorize testimony 
and representation by the Senate Legal Counsel. 
                                                                                            Page S4530 

Seed Act (Vehicle for Sanctions Legislation)— 
Agreement: A unanimous-consent-time agreement 
was reached providing that notwithstanding Rule 
XXII, at 11:30 a.m., on Friday, August 7, 2026, 
Senate resume consideration of H.R. 5334, to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow early 
childhood educators to take the educator expense de-
duction; that the only amendments in order be the 
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following to be offered by the sponsor, or their des-
ignee, and with two minutes of debate equally di-
vided prior to each vote and up to five minutes 
under the control of Senator Graham prior to the 
vote on passage: Graham/Blumenthal Amendment 
No. 6711, Graham Amendment No. 6712 (title 
amendment), and Paul Amendment No. 6715; that 
upon the use or yielding back of that time, Senate 
vote on or in relation to Paul Amendment No. 
6751, if offered, and upon disposition of the Paul 
amendment, Graham/Blumenthal Amendment No. 
6711, as amended, if amended, be agreed to; and 
Senate vote on passage of the bill, as amended, with 
60 affirmative votes required for passage; that if 
passed, Graham Amendment No. 6712 be agreed to, 
the title as amended be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be made and laid upon the tabled 
without intervening action or debate; that following 
disposition of the bill, Senate vote on confirmation 
of the en bloc nominations, provided under the pro-
visions of S. Res. 817 (119th Congress); and that the 
motion to invoke cloture with respect to Thune (for 
Collins) Amendment No. 6732, to H.R. 6500, to 
extend duty-free treatment provided with respect to 
imports from certain countries in Africa under the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act, ripen fol-
lowing disposition of the en bloc nominations. 
                                                                                            Page S4529 

En Bloc Consideration of Certain Nominations— 
Agreement: Senate continued consideration of the 
en bloc nominations, provided under the provisions 
of S. Res. 817 (119th Congress). 
                                                                      Pages S4483–92, S4504 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that notwithstanding Rule XXII, at approxi-
mately 10 a.m., on Friday, August 7, 2026, Senate 
continue consideration of the en bloc nominations, 
provided under the provisions of S. Res. 817 (119th 
Congress), post-cloture; and that notwithstanding 
Rule XXII, at 11:30 a.m., Senate execute the order 
in relation to H.R. 5334, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow early childhood edu-
cators to take the educator expense deduction. 
                                                                                            Page S4530 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

1 Space Force nomination in the rank of general. 
A routine list in the Marine Corps. 

                                                                            Pages S4504, S4530 

Measures Placed on the Calendar: 
                                                                            Pages S4494, S4512 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S4512–13 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S4517–19 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S4509–12 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S4526–29 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S4529 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 9:43 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Friday, Au-
gust 7, 2026. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks 
of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page 
S4530.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

MAIN STREET 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine empow-
ering Main Street by unlocking access to capital, 
after receiving testimony from Dalia O. Blass, Sul-
livan & Cromwell LLP, Kenneth E. Bentsen Jr., Se-
curities Industry and Financial Markets Association 
(SIFMA), Mike Flood, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Center for Capital Markets Competitiveness, and 
Cantrell Dumas, Joint Center for Political and Eco-
nomic Studies, all of Washington, D.C. 

PROTECTION FROM GLOBAL SCAMS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine protecting Americans from 
global scam operations, focusing on assessing the 
United States response, after receiving testimony 
from Michael George DeSombre, Assistant Secretary 
for the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
(EAP), and David Bedard, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for the Bureau of International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), both of the Depart-
ment of State. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee ordered favorably reported the fol-
lowing business items: 

An original resolution regarding Contempt of 
Congress; 

S. 4505, to require the United States Postal Serv-
ice to designate ZIP Codes for certain communities, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 2733, to require the Comptroller General of the 
United States to analyze certain legislation in order 
to prevent duplication of and overlap with existing 
Federal programs, offices, and initiatives; 

S. 2732, to strengthen employee cost savings sug-
gestions programs within the Federal Government, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 164, to amend chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, to provide for en bloc consideration in 
resolutions of disapproval for ‘‘midnight rules’’; 
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S. 252, to increase access to agency guidance doc-
uments, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; 

S. 3175, to establish a pilot program for ZIP 
Code boundary changes, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute; 

H.R. 5235, to amend title 41, United States 
Code, to prohibit minimum educational require-
ments for proposed contractor personnel in certain 
contract solicitations; 

S. 1735, to require certain agencies to include a 
page on the website of the agency relating to permit 
applications, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute; 

S. 5163, to amend title 39, United States Code, 
to prevent the awarding of bonuses to the Post-
master General and Deputy Postmaster General for 
a fiscal year in which the United States Postal Serv-
ice does not meet or exceed each on-time mail deliv-
ery target, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute; 

S. 2542, to direct the Director of the Federal Pro-
tective Service to establish guidance relating to 
emergency protocols for buildings, with an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 3211, to require the Office of Management and 
Budget to consider revising the Standard Occupa-
tional Classification system to establish a separate 
code for direct support professionals, with an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 4079, to establish in U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection a pilot program to adopt dogs from local 
animal shelters to be trained as support dogs, with 
an amendment; 

S. 3296, to amend chapter 81 of title 5, United 
States Code, to cover, for purposes of workers’ com-
pensation under such chapter, services by physician 
assistants and nurse practitioners provided to injured 
Federal workers; 

S. 388, to amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act with respect to 
the implementation of building codes, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 3226, to provide for the creation of the missing 
Armed Forces and civilian personnel Records Collec-
tion at the National Archives, to require the expedi-
tious public transmission to the Archivist and public 
disclosure of missing Armed Forces and civilian per-
sonnel records, with an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute; 

S. 24, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 154 First Avenue 
East in Jerome, Idaho, as the ‘‘Representative Maxine 
Bell Post Office’’; 

S. 58, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 107 North Hoyne 

Avenue in Fritch, Texas, as the ‘‘Chief Zeb Smith 
Post Office’’; 

S. 829, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 840 Front Street in 
Casselton, North Dakota, as the ‘‘Commander Del-
bert Austin Olson Post Office’’; 

S. 917, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 620 East Pecan Bou-
levard in McAllen, Texas, as the ‘‘Agent Raul H. 
Gonzalez Jr. Memorial Post Office’’; 

S. 2432, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 6444 San Fernando 
Road in Glendale, California, as the ‘‘Paul Ignatius 
Post Office’’; 

S. 3270 and H.R. 6310, bills to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service located at 
3570 Olney Laytonsville Road in Olney, Maryland, 
as the ‘‘Edward L. Ramsey Olney Post Office Build-
ing’’; 

S. 3294 and H.R. 6332, bills to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service located at 
10660 Page Avenue in Fairfax, Virginia, as the 
‘‘Congressman Gerald E. Connolly Post Office Build-
ing’’; 

S. 3331, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 50 East 100 North 
in Moab, Utah, as the ‘‘2nd Lieutenant Mitch Wil-
liams Post Office’’; 

S. 3373, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 14855 South Van 
Dyke Road in Plainfield, Illinois, as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Jose Duenez Jr. Post Office Building’’; 

S. 3444, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service at 1300 East Northwest High-
way in Palatine, Illinois, as the ‘‘Bernie Bluestein 
Post Office Building’’; 

S. 3630, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 46164 Westlake 
Drive in Sterling, Virginia, as the ‘‘Firefighter 
Trevor Brown Post Office Building’’; 

S. 3835, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 10 East Main Street 
in Mahaffey, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Robert Allen 
Bishop, Sr., Post Office Building’’; 

S. 4052, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 203 North Clay 
Street in Marshfield, Missouri, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘Edwin P. Hubble Post Office’’; 

S. 4523, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 111 South Tremont 
Street in Tremonton, Utah, as the ‘‘Sorensen-Estrada 
Post Office’’; 

S. 4623 and H.R. 6317, bills to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service located at 
12109 New Kent Highway in New Kent, Virginia, 
as the ‘‘Patricia Paige Post Office’’; 
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S. 4745 and H.R. 7809, bills to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Service located at 
201 East Grant Avenue in Georgetown, Ohio, as the 
‘‘Ulysses S. Grant Post Office Building’’; 

S. 4830, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 86–014 Farrington 
Highway in Waianae, Hawaii, as the ‘‘United States 
Representative Colleen Hanabusa Post Office Build-
ing’’; 

H.R. 323, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 80 Prospect Street in 
Avon, New York, as the ‘‘Officer Anthony 
Mazurkiewicz Memorial Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 1008, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 298 Route 292 in 
Holmes, New York, as the ‘‘Sheriff Adrian ‘Butch’ 
Anderson Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 1009, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 86 Main Street in 
Haverstraw, New York, as the ‘‘Paul Piperato Post 
Office Building’’; 

H.R. 1372, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 300 Macedonia Lane 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, as the ‘‘Reverend Harold 
Middlebrook Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 1431, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 2407 State Route 71, 
Suite 1, in Spring Lake, New Jersey, as the ‘‘James 
J. Howard Post Office’’; 

H.R. 1706, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 1200 William Street, 
Room 200, in Buffalo, New York, as the ‘‘William 
J. Donovan Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 1830, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 840 Front Street in 
Casselton, North Dakota, as the ‘‘Commander Del-
bert Austin Olson Post Office’’; 

H.R. 2175, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 130 South Patterson 
Avenue in Santa Barbara, California, as the ‘‘Briga-
dier General Frederick R. Lopez Post Office Build-
ing’’; 

H.R. 2466, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 5225 Harrison Ave-
nue in Rockford, Illinois, as the ‘‘Jay P. Larson Post 
Office Building’’; 

H.R. 3350, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 340 East 1st Street 
in Tustin, California, as the ‘‘Ursula Ellen Kennedy 
Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 3393, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 12208 North 19th 
Avenue in Phoenix, Arizona, as the ‘‘Officer Zane T. 
Coolidge Post Office’’; 

H.R. 4635, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 890 East 152nd 
Street in Cleveland, Ohio, as the ‘‘Technical Sergeant 
Alma Gladys Minter Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 4662, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 6444 San Fernando 
Road in Glendale, California, as the ‘‘Paul Ignatius 
Post Office’’; 

H.R. 4707, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 1019 Avenue H in 
Fort Madison, Iowa, as the ‘‘Martin L. Graber Post 
Office’’; 

H.R. 5058, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 46164 Westlake 
Drive in Sterling, Virginia, as the ‘‘Firefighter 
Trevor Brown Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 5773, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service at 1300 East Northwest High-
way in Palatine, Illinois, as the ‘‘Bernie Bluestein 
Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 5831, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 306 South Main 
Street in Waupaca, Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Master Ser-
geant Melvin O. Handrich Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 6020, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 14855 South Van 
Dyke Road in Plainfield, Illinois, as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Jose Dueñez Jr. Post Office Building’’; 

H.R. 6247, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 13355 North Lon 
Adams Road in Marana, Arizona, as the ‘‘Mayor Ed 
Honea Memorial Post Office’’; 

H.R. 6808, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 417 West 7th Street 
in Columbia, Tennessee, as the ‘‘Pharmacist’s Mate 
First Class John Harlan Willis Post Office Build-
ing’’; 

H.R. 6995, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 825 Highway 198 in 
Beaumont, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Jeremy Malone Post 
Office’’; and 

S. 2394, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 505 East 9th Avenue 
in Amarillo, Texas, as the ‘‘Mayor Jerry H. Hodge 
Post Office Building’’. 
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House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 26 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 10044–10069; and 5 resolutions, H.J. 
Res. 210–212; and H. Res. 1478–1479 were intro-
duced.                                                                       Pages H5220–21 

Additional Cosponsors:                                       Page H5222 

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today. 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Obernolte to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H5217 

Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the Guest 
Chaplain, Rev. Daniel Carson, St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church, Washington, DC.                                    Page H5217 

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay 
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were 
no quorum calls. 

Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 9:03 a.m. 

Committee Meetings 
No hearings were held. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 
f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY, 
AUGUST 7, 2026 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Friday, August 7 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Friday: Senate will continue consideration 
of the the en bloc nominations, provided under the provi-
sions of S. Res. 817 (119th Congress), post-cloture. 

At 11:30 a.m., Senate will vote on or in relation to 
amendments to H.R. 5334, SEED Act (vehicle for sanc-
tions legislation), and on passage of the bill. 

Following disposition of H.R. 5334, Senate will vote 
on confirmation of the en bloc nominations, provided 
under the provisions of S. Res. 817 (119th Congress). 

Following disposition of the en bloc nominations, Sen-
ate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture on Thune 
(for Collins) Amendment No. 6732, to H.R. 6500, 
AGOA Extension Act (Continuing Appropriations and 
Extensions Act). 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

11 a.m., Monday, August 10 

House Chamber 

Program for Monday: House will meet in Pro Forma 
session at 11 a.m. 

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue 
HOUSE 
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