July 22, 2026

will stay with me for a lifetime. The
conversations are seared into my mem-
ory, the cries for help—not just from
those who were suffering as victims but
from the aid workers themselves, from
Americans themselves—for all of us to
do more, to pay attention.

Even when the United States in-
creased humanitarian assistance under
the last administration during the first
2 years of the war, the need still ex-
ceeded the resources available. Yet, as
the crisis deepened, the new Trump ad-
ministration chose to terminate or
allow bilateral humanitarian programs
in Sudan to expire.

While the administration’s contribu-
tions of $200 million to the U.N.-man-
aged humanitarian fund is important—
it is not nothing—but it is nowhere
near enough to meet the scale of this
catastrophe.

The reality on the ground demands
far more from our Nation than expres-
sions of concern; it demands action.
That is why I call on the Trump admin-
istration to restore and increase life-
saving humanitarian assistance to the
people of Sudan. That is why the
United States and our partners must
increase pressure on the outside actors
who continue to fuel this conflict. That
is why I introduced a bipartisan resolu-
tion calling on the United Nations Se-
curity Council to fully enforce the ex-
isting Darfur arms embargo and expand
it to cover all of Sudan and hold ac-
countable anyone who breaks that em-
bargo.

I urge my colleagues in this body to
join me in supporting this effort; to not
turn away from this crisis; to stand, as
America has stood in past generations,
and call out the crisis and answer the
call of humanity; to lead to end it. It is
too long overdue.

This administration—I demand that
Donald Trump appoint a Special Envoy
to Sudan. It is required by the law of
this body for him to do so, and the peo-
ple of Sudan deserve an American dip-
lomat whose full attention is dedicated
to ending this war, not one whose focus

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

is divided upon multiple crises. The
biggest humanitarian crisis on the
planet Earth demands that we have a
Special Envoy. If not this, then what?
If not now, then when?

If the staggering human suffering is
not enough to compel action, then the
growing threat to regional stability
should be. But I hope we don’t act be-
cause instability threatens our interest
alone, even though it does; I hope we
act because humanity demands it.

History has a way of asking really
difficult questions: Where were you,
what did you know, and what did you
do?

No one will be able to say that we did
not know about this crisis, that we did
not know children are starving by the
thousands upon thousands, that we did
not know civilians are being massacred
at rates and levels seen nowhere else
on the planet Earth.

The genocide wasn’t declared by the
United Nations simply or some outside
Agency, our own government has de-
clared it a genocide. And now another
city of a million people stands at the
edge of a catastrophe. The call of hu-
manity now is who will act. Indiffer-
ence has never saved a single life but
has condemned millions. Silence has
never stopped a genocide, but it has al-
lowed them to continue. Sympathy
without action is impotency and fail-
ure.

The people of Sudan deserve more.
They deserve our action. They deserve
our focus. They deserve our urgency.
They deserve a nation of people in soli-
darity to say: This should never exist
amongst humanity. It should never
exist in our world.

This is not just a call for the full
weight of the international commu-
nity, it is a call for who has led the
international community since World
War II. We have been the Nation that
has answered the call on so many occa-
sions. We have been the Nation united
in our conviction that such horrors and
atrocities should not exist. It has been
American compassion that has led
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other nations to move. It has been
American urgency that has led other
nations to move. It has been American
leadership that has helped to end crises
across the world. It has risen to meet
the AIDS crisis. It has risen to help
people in natural disasters.

We are the United States of America.
The test of our values is not how much
we preach them but how much we live
them.

The core of the faith of our Nation is
to love thy neighbor, and who is your
neighbor? The people of Sudan are our
neighbors. They are part of our human
family. There are children and families
now calling to God, but it is not up to
some deity to answer that call, it is up
to His children to do so.

Another city is in peril. The horrors
that might emerge in these coming
days will rage again and thousands
upon thousands could die or we could
act. Let’s not wait until another mas-
sacre to discover our conscience. Let
our Nation rise to its truth. Let our
Nation rise to this crisis.

In this dark time, let our Nation be a
light to the world. Let us act now.

May we act now.

I yield the floor.

——

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 10 a.m. to-
morrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:49 p.m.
adjourned until Thursday, July 23, 2026,
at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 22, 2026:
THE JUDICIARY

BENJAMIN M. FLOWERS, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT.

MICHAEL C. MARTIN, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MICHIGAN.
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