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KGB, and ‘‘slave patrols.’’ They have 
called them a ‘‘clear and present dan-
ger,’’ a ‘‘reign of terror,’’ and ‘‘non-
descript thugs.’’ They have accused 
them of ‘‘mayhem and death,’’ ‘‘terror 
and violence,’’ and ‘‘scar[ing] the 
American public.’’ 

These are not statements from fringe 
figures. This is what is so astounding. 
These are statements from prominent 
Governors, Senators, and lawmakers 
calling our Federal law enforcement 
and ICE these names. The vilification 
of Federal law enforcement is now cen-
tral to the Democrats’ identity and 
their messaging. 

Look at the proposals by the Demo-
crat Socialists of America. They would 
do away with ICE. They believe that by 
attacking our officers, they can get at 
President Trump. And in reality, what 
they are doing is putting a target on 
the officers’ backs. 

I have to admit that I was surprised 
when New York’s far-left socialist 
Mayor Zohran Mamdani called Mon-
day’s attack ‘‘deeply disturbing.’’ In 
many ways, he has led the attack on 
ICE. He has called ICE a ‘‘cruel agency 
that does nothing to further the inter-
ests of public safety’’ and ‘‘too rotten 
to reform.’’ He claimed that they are 
‘‘terrorizing people’’ and should be 
abolished. He even signed an order to 
block ICE officers from arresting 
criminal—criminal—illegal aliens in 
schools, shelters, and hospitals. 

While Democrats bow to their radical 
base, Republicans are continuing to 
stand for the rule of law. Under Presi-
dent Trump’s leadership, we have fo-
cused on ensuring that our Federal law 
enforcement Agencies have all the re-
sources they need to do their jobs. 

It is why we passed the Secure Amer-
ica Act. That is a landmark law that 
will fund ICE and Border Patrol 
through the end of President Trump’s 
term. That way, Federal law enforce-
ment officers can continue to track 
down the violent criminal illegal aliens 
that Joe Biden brought into this coun-
try through that porous southern bor-
der. 

It is important to remember that 
every single Democrat voted against 
the law. Every single one voted against 
funding ICE and Border Patrol. 

Whenever they have the chance, they 
put illegal aliens in front of American 
citizens. They keep working overtime 
to try to make illegal legal. 

They want to return to Biden’s open 
border. But as long as Republicans are 
in charge, that will never happen. 

I yield the floor. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-

nation of Executive Calendar No. 827, Daniel 
Mack Traynor, of North Dakota, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth 
Circuit. 

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso, 
Pete Ricketts, Thom Tillis, Chuck 
Grassley, Ted Budd, Shelley Moore 
Capito, Bill Hagerty, Kevin Cramer, 
Cynthia M. Lummis, Marsha Black-
burn, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Tom Cotton, John Hoeven, Darline 
Graham, Ted Cruz. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the mandatory 
quorum call under rule XXII has been 
waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Daniel Mack Traynor, of North Da-
kota, to be United States Circuit Judge 
for the Eighth Circuit, shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-

ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL) 
and the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) is 
necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 206 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Armstrong 
Banks 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Curtis 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Husted 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Justice 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McCormick 

Moody 
Moran 
Moreno 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Rounds 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sheehy 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—46 

Alsobrooks 
Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt Rochester 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gallego 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kim 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schiff 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Slotkin 
Smith 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

McConnell Murkowski Warnock 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-
TICE). On this vote, the yeas are 51, the 
nays are 46. The motion is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Daniel Mack 

Traynor, of North Dakota, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Eighth 
Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST 
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, Amer-

icans are worried that the money in 
their pockets will not cover the in-
creasing costs of gas and groceries and 
housing or healthcare. Meanwhile, the 
President of the United States, Donald 
Trump, is worried that the money in 
Americans’ pockets doesn’t currently 
have his face or his signature on it. 

You know, in 2020, Congress passed a 
law to produce new coins to celebrate 
America’s 250th anniversary. In that 
law, we wrote that the coins should be 
emblematic of our 250th anniversary— 
the U.S. semiquincentennial celebra-
tion of 250 years of the vision of a 
democratic Republic—of a government 
by and for the people; of our values as 
a free people, with the rights of free 
speech and free assembly and free ex-
pression. Well, certainly, this we 
know—that the symbol of putting a 
sitting President or leader on a coin is 
not a symbol of a democratic Republic; 
it is a symbol of an authoritarian 
strongman. 

If we turn the clock back to the year 
44 BC, Julius Caesar was Emperor and 
he decided to have a coin with his face 
on it. He was the first to do so. It was 
a radical departure from Roman tradi-
tion, and it alarmed the Senate. It was 
viewed widely as a blatant display of 
personal power—of personal authori-
tarian power. And if you missed the 
point, on the backside of this coin, it 
had the words ‘‘dictator perpetuo’’— 
‘‘dictator in perpetuity’’ or ‘‘dictator 
forever.’’ That is what it represents to 
put your face on a coin. 

Then, at the time our Nation was 
founded—and, again, we are celebrating 
the 250th anniversary of that vision— 
King George III put his face on a coin, 
on the silver sixpence, and it was 
viewed, as it was with Julius Caesar 
and the Emperors who followed him, as 
an expression of authoritarian personal 
power. 

Does our Constitution provide for an 
authoritarian structure of government, 
where power flows down from the King 
to the people? I think not. It flows up 
from the people through elections. 

That is why putting your face on a 
coin just is absolutely wrong and why 
it violates the very premise of the law 
that created the permission to have 
this 250th anniversary coin. The design 
that Trump has come up with—that of 
a fake gold coin with his face on it— 
violates the law that we passed. It is 
widely out of sync with the values of 
our Nation. It is widely out of sync 
with our history and our best tradi-
tions. So these coins should never be 
made, and, if made, they should never 
be distributed. 

It is part of a long list of this author-
itarian, would-be strongman, dictator 
President, who is trying to stamp his 
name onto every public place available. 
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