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being among the world’s most repres-
sive governments, the Trump adminis-
tration is still sending tax dollars to 
them. 

They are going after our allies. Is the 
UK or the EU or Australia a threat to 
democracy? 

One more example: The State Depart-
ment set up a $200 million fund to 
make private sector investments in 
and around Armenia, and the guy they 
appointed to lead it just so happens to 
be one of Trump’s ballroom donors and 
has deep business ties in the region. 

You could have made a credible argu-
ment that USAID strayed from its cen-
tral mission by supporting societal and 
cultural activities, that it tried to do 
too many things in too many places 
and that actually focusing our efforts 
on a few key priorities was a better 
strategy. But they didn’t do that. They 
have just picked their own rightwing 
version of wokeness to fund with tax-
payer dollars. 

And so we are only partially through 
metabolizing what has happened to for-
eign aid globally and in the United 
States. The good news is that we have 
reestablished the bipartisan principle 
that we should still be present in the 
world, that we should still alleviate 
suffering, that we should still provide 
economic assistance, that we should 
still respond to disasters, that we 
should still do foreign military financ-
ing, and that all of that is the right 
thing to do because we are the good 
guys. And, also, all of that is the right 
thing to do because it is way cheaper 
than any military engagement, and 
winning hearts and minds is just a hell 
of a lot cheaper than going to war. And 
so we reestablished that principle in 
the legislative context. 

But now the State Department has to 
start executing on what the law says. 
And this is not like the USAID thing, 
where we gave them a pile of money 
and gave them the authority to do a 
bunch of grants and then they canceled 
a bunch of grants and moved things 
around. I may have objected to that, 
but that was permissible. What they 
are doing now is not permissible. 
PEPFAR money is not a choice they 
get to make; it is a choice we already 
made. Gavi money is not a choice they 
get to make; it is a choice we already 
made. The Global Fund money is not a 
choice they get to make; it is a choice 
we already made. These are things in 
statutory law. 

They are not the Ford Foundation, 
where they say: Well, we have changed 
our grant criteria. 

This is a matter of Federal law, and 
they have to follow it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
WAIVING QUORUM CALLS 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the Pozos and Traynor nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. FISCHER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1804 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, 
Trump’s corruption has no ceiling, and 
it apparently doesn’t have an altitude 
limit either. Trump’s $400 million lux-
ury jet is the single biggest bribe an 
American President has ever accepted 
from another country in all of Amer-
ican history—the single biggest bribe 
in all of American history. And make 
no mistake about it, Trump’s so-called 
palace in the sky is a boondoggle at 
40,000 feet. 

If you thought this illegal gift was 
bad before, it is even worse now. We 
just learned that this new jet wasn’t 
safe enough for Trump to make the re-
turn flight from the NATO summit in 
Turkiye, a country that borders on 
Iran. It doesn’t have the counter-
measures for heat-seeking missiles and 
the other security equipment that it 
needs to keep the President safe. 

The rest of the Air Force One fleet 
had all these security features, but 
Trump left them in the hangar back at 
home. 

So I call on Senate Republicans to 
pass my Presidential Airlift Security 
Act so Americans don’t have to pay to 
upgrade Trump’s luxury jet when he al-
ready has access to a fleet of U.S. 
planes that are far safer and far less ex-
pensive to maintain. 

The luxury jet may have come 
wrapped in a bow for Donald Trump, 
but it came with a massive price tag 
for the American people. Trump is ask-
ing taxpayers to fork over an esti-
mated $1 billion to retrofit and max 
out his flying palace so it can meet the 
security standards of the existing Air 
Force One fleet that, of course, we al-
ready paid for. 

Americans can’t afford gas, can’t af-
ford groceries, can’t afford the electric 
bill, but Trump thinks they can afford 
to fly him in style. 

Trump’s luxury jet also poses a great 
risk to our national security. All the 
experts agree: no matter how many 
modifications are made or how much is 
spent or how intensely it is retrofitted, 
there will never be 100 percent con-
fidence that the plane is secure. This is 
not a gamble anyone should be willing 
to take. 

I introduced this legislation last 
year, but every single Republican Sen-
ator voted against the bill. Now, with 
this new information, hopefully they 
will see the light, what a boondoggle 
this is. 

Why do they back up Trump on every 
one of his boondoggles that is as plain 
as can be for Americans to see is a 
gross waste of taxpayer dollars and 
gross corruption? 

Why don’t they ever stop him? 
Whether it is the slush fund, the ball-

room, the family tax exemption deal, 
or this Air Force One nonsense, we see 
a new grift coming out of this adminis-
tration every day. 

Where are the Republicans? 

Senate Republicans need to stop let-
ting Trump off the hook for fleecing 
the American people. 

And so, as if in legislative session 
and notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be dis-
charged and the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of S. 1804; 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Nebraska. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, re-

serving the right to object, I would like 
to say a few words about Senator SCHU-
MER’s legislation on the Presidential 
airlift. 

This has been discussed before, and it 
was voted down earlier this year as 
part of a vote-arama that we partici-
pated in. 

Senator SCHUMER’s legislation would 
prevent any funding to be used to mod-
ify a foreign aircraft for Presidential 
airlift. We made this point during the 
vote-arama. The Senator is trying to 
make a political point today, of course, 
about the VC–25 Bridge aircraft, which 
was made in America and then owned 
by Qatar. 

Unfortunately, this legislation would 
also apply to a different aircraft, the 
Survivable Airborne Operations Center 
aircraft, or SAOC. Those aircraft were 
actually purchased from Korean Air. 
So this legislation would hamper a cru-
cial program that ensures Presidential 
safety in the event of a nuclear war. 

Thus, Senator SCHUMER’s bill would 
significantly harm our U.S. nuclear de-
terrents. To be clear, the SAOC is the 
cornerstone of our NC3 modernization. 
This is the plane that will command 
and control our nuclear weapons on 
America’s worst day. 

We cannot play these political games 
with the NC3. So with that, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The Senator from Nebraska. 
SANCTIONING RUSSIA ACT 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, 
Lindsey Graham, a friend, a colleague, 
and a tireless national security advo-
cate. He was a true leader in strength-
ening our military and our country’s 
defense, and I miss him dearly. I am so 
pleased that his sister DARLINE now 
serves here in this institution. She is 
carrying on his legacy and honoring his 
commitment to the people of South 
Carolina and to this country. 

So I rise here today to, yes, pay trib-
ute to Lindsey Graham, but to also call 
on my colleagues to help us carry on 
one of his greatest efforts: ending 
Putin’s barbaric and unjust war 
against sovereign Ukraine. 

For more than 4 years, the Ukrainian 
people have shown extraordinary resil-
ience and resolve. They have defended 
their homeland with courage that has 
inspired the world. 

In 2022, Putin thought he could seize 
eastern Ukraine in days. He thought he 
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