
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4204 July 22, 2026 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 833. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Walter Clayton, 
of New York, to be Director of National 
Intelligence. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a 

cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-

cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Executive 
Calendar No. 833, Walter Clayton, of 
New York, to be Director of National 
Intelligence. 

John Thune, Tom Cotton, Jon Husted, 
Alan Armstrong, Jim Banks, Bernie 
Moreno, Chuck Grassley, John Bar-
rasso, Marsha Blackburn, Joni Ernst, 
John R. Curtis, Roger F. Wicker, Pete 
Ricketts, Katie Boyd Britt, Bill 
Hagerty, Tim Scott of South Carolina, 
Mike Crapo. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, the Sen-

ate is in the middle of a busy work pe-
riod, and we have a lot to accomplish 
in the coming weeks and months. We 
have some great opportunities for bi-
partisan collaboration: market struc-
ture legislation; the Lindsey O. Gra-
ham Sanctioning Russia Act; the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act; 
FISA. 

But at the top of the list right now is 
funding the government. If there is any 
responsibility we have as Members of 
Congress, it is that. And our country 
cannot afford another shutdown like 
the two shutdowns we have experienced 
over the course of this fiscal year. 
Shutdowns take a toll on our economy, 
on our national security. They create 
havoc at airports. And, of course, they 
take an incredible toll on hard-working 
Americans inside and outside the gov-
ernment whose paychecks depend on 
the government being open. 

I think a lot of Americans remember 
pretty clearly what things looked like 
during the Democrats’ two record-
breaking shutdowns this past year: 
government workers lining up at food 
banks, charging essentials on credit 
cards, and taking up any work they 
could find in hopes of being able to 
make ends meet; government services 
reduced; national security Agencies 
strained. 

I don’t think any American who trav-
eled will forget the effect those two 
shutdowns had on air travel: hourslong 
TSA lines snaking around airport con-
courses and out airport doors; canceled 
and delayed flights; a nationwide re-
duction in air traffic, when our air 
traffic control system could no longer 
safely maintain regular flight sched-
ules. 

The list goes on. 
We cannot—cannot—have this again, 

and that is why I have asked Appro-
priations Chair COLLINS to draft a bi-
partisan and clean continuing resolu-
tion to fund the government until after 
the November election. I intend for the 
Senate to vote on that before we head 
to our States to work during August. 

The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee is hard at work reviewing 
anomalies from OMB to ensure we have 
a bipartisan product ready to move 
quickly. No one is served by our wait-
ing until the last minute to take this 
up. 

And after all that our country has 
been through with the past two shut-
downs, the American people deserve to 
have confidence that the government 
will be open and running, not to men-
tion the fact that government employ-
ees—like our own staffers and the Cap-
itol Police officers standing guard 
around this building—deserve to know 
that their paychecks will be coming. 

It was not a good year on the govern-
ment funding front, with two record-
breaking government shutdowns, but 
we have an opportunity now to chart a 
new path. 

I am encouraged that, so far, my 
Democrat colleagues have signaled 
that they do not want to force another 
government shutdown, and I appreciate 
Chair COLLINS’ work to engage with 
Democrats and produce a bipartisan 
continuing resolution. 

No one—no one—is served by a shut-
down, not either political party, and 
most of all not the people that we rep-
resent. 

So I look forward to bringing up a bi-
partisan CR in the coming days, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
this legislation and give the American 
people the certainty that they deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Democratic leader is recognized. 

IRAN 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, Don-

ald Trump’s cavalier disregard for the 
lives of our servicemembers is beneath 
contempt and beyond despicable. 

In a Truth Social post, yesterday, 
Trump seemed to brag that 18 service-
members had been killed in his disas-

trous Iran war compared to the tens of 
thousands who died in Vietnam. 

Donald, stop treating our service-
members’ lives like they are points on 
a scoreboard in your twisted game. 

Asked about his handling of the Iran 
war, yesterday, Trump said: 

I think people are very impressed. 

Very impressed? What kind of bubble 
does he live in? 

Every survey shows how much the 
American people are against this war. 
Americans are not impressed that 
Trump has botched this war from the 
start. Americans are not impressed 
when they see headlines like the one 
behind me right here—that the price of 
gasoline is back over $4 a gallon be-
cause of Trump’s war. And Americans 
are certainly not impressed that 18 
Americans have been killed and hun-
dreds more wounded and that Trump 
has tried to cover it up. 

Donald Trump may believe that, if he 
conceals the casualties, Americans will 
forget the war. But our servicemem-
bers are not numbers to bury. They are 
human beings with families who have 
lives. They are the sons and daughters, 
husbands and wives, and mothers and 
fathers who are sent into harm’s way 
without a strategy for bringing them 
home—and bring them home we must. 

This week, Senate Democrats will 
force another vote on our War Powers 
Resolution to end this unauthorized 
war and get our troops out of harm’s 
way. Every Senator will have to make 
a choice. You cannot claim to support 
the troops while leaving them trapped 
in a war with no mission and no end. 
You cannot call it a victory while the 
battlefield keeps expanding. And you 
cannot hide the wounded and call it 
peace. 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Now, Mr. President, on Air Force 
One, Donald Trump’s corruption truly 
knows no limits. Apparently, it wasn’t 
enough for Trump to charge the Amer-
ican people for his golden ballroom on 
the ground. Now he wants the tax-
payers to fund his palace in the sky as 
well. Trump’s $400 million foreign jet— 
the biggest gift a President has re-
ceived from a foreign government 
ever—is anything but free. Taxpayers 
will have to pay hundreds of millions of 
dollars to outfit Trump’s luxury jet 
with the security upgrades it needs to 
serve as Air Force One. 

I am advancing the Presidential Air-
lift Security Act for immediate pas-
sage to ensure that Americans don’t 
have to foot the bill to ‘‘max out’’ 
Trump’s luxury jet when he already 
has access to a perfectly fine Air Force 
One. There is no way we are letting 
Trump charge Americans so he can fly 
in style while they are struggling to 
make ends meet. 

I introduced this legislation last 
year, but every single Republican Sen-
ator voted against the bill. Senate Re-
publicans cleared the way for Trump’s 
Air Force One spending spree. I urge 
my colleagues across the aisle not to 
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