
Congressional Record
UNUM

E PLURIBUS

United States
of America PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 119th

 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

.

S4203 

Vol. 172 WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2026 No. 120 

Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, source of all goodness, 

use our lawmakers today for Your 
glory. Make them undaunted people, 
striving to know Your will and experi-
ence Your power. 

Lord, provide them with exactly 
what they need to accomplish Your 
purposes. May they receive Heaven’s 
approval for their faithful service to 
You and country. 

Lord, transform their complex prob-
lems with solutions from Your throne. 

We commit the work of this day to 
You, receiving Your strength to honor 
Your Name. 

We pray in Your glorious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ARM-
STRONG). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Iowa. 

ETHANOL 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, once 

again, I am here to educate my col-
leagues about the necessity for passing 
the ethanol issue of E15 in this Con-
gress. 

As Iowa families are going on their 
summer vacations and people visit or 
pass through my home State, we are 
seeing the evidence in Iowa that driv-
ers are demanding E15 with their pock-
etbooks. 

New data from the Iowa Department 
of Revenue shows Iowa drivers pur-
chased 47 million gallons of E15 in May. 
This is a new monthly record. That 
puts E15 on track to be about 50 per-
cent of all gasoline sales in Iowa in 
2026, up from 27 percent last year. 

Drivers know that E15 delivers lower 
costs for families, saving them up to 40 
cents per gallon. This can be hundreds 
of dollars per year, giving working 
families more money for groceries, 
housing, and necessities. 

When Iowans are allowed to make 
choices at the pump, more are choosing 
E15. The growth of E15 in Iowa shows 
that American consumers want this 
chance to save money. This is another 
reason why the Senate must pass year- 
round E15, putting $14 billion more in 
the pockets of farmers with the in-
creased price of corn. 

f 

CAITLIN CLARK 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on a 

second matter, I want to talk about 
Caitlin Clark, a native of West Des 
Moines, IA. Caitlin Clark played bas-
ketball at the University of Iowa. She 
changed women’s college basketball 
but also inspired athletes of all ages 
across all sports. She plays profes-
sionally for the Indiana Fever. 

Since joining the professional ranks 3 
years ago, Caitlin has been the subject 
of very unfair treatment on the basket-
ball court, and the referees are not 
doing their job. 

Recently, she got a fist to her throat 
by a player. Yet, the refs at the time 

did not call a foul. I am glad that the 
WNBA corrected this matter a few days 
later by charging a foul and suspending 
the player, but the unfair treatment of 
Caitlin and others in the WNBA has 
got to stop. 

Officials are human, but we have seen 
time after time where Caitlin has suf-
fered physically—beyond what you 
would expect in competitive profes-
sional sports—with little account-
ability from the people that run the 
WNBA or from the referees. 

So I hope for Caitlin—and for the 
growth of women’s basketball—things 
improve quickly in the WNBA. Caitlin 
is a generational talent. Her hard work 
and dedication should be rewarded, not 
penalized. 

She has revolutionized WNBA. At-
tendance has shot up since she has 
been with the Indiana Fever, and in-
come has shot up for the league and 
their teams. Salaries for players went 
from five figures to six figures, all be-
cause of her playing. So every player of 
all teams are better off. They should be 
thanking Caitlin as opposed to mis-
treating her on the floor. 

Someday I would like to meet Caitlin 
Clark. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 
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