
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5029 July 22, 2026 
Mr. Speaker, in his retirement, he 

did more philanthropic work around 
the world at his own expense than peo-
ple will ever know. The unsung hero of 
Vietnam, our county supervisor, a man 
of simple means and no ambition, did 
so much for those who needed him. He 
will be honored and missed. 

f 

WATER IS LIFE 

(Mr. VASQUEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, in New 
Mexico, water is life, and it is our econ-
omy. 

In 1902, the Federal Government rec-
ognized this harsh reality, passing the 
Reclamation Act to make arid Western 
lands agriculturally productive. 

In that negotiation, they gave States 
like New Mexico the right to allocate 
and adjudicate its own water resources. 
Today, those rights are being violated. 
Don’t ask me. Ask Luna County farm-
ers and ranchers who are currently see-
ing droves of unauthorized wells being 
drilled by the Federal Government 
right by their pastures, stealing their 
water. It has to stop. 

For generations, ranching families in 
this border community have relied on 
water from the Mimbres and Hachita 
Basin to sustain their herds and their 
way of life. When the feds needed 
water, they bought it or they trucked 
in. Recently they said: Why buy it 
when we can steal it? 

Our ranchers follow the State’s water 
laws. DHS doesn’t, and it appears they 
don’t care either. DHS contractors 
today are drilling deep new wells in 
Luna County for border wall construc-
tion, depleting this vital water source 
with no regard for permitting, State 
law, or the impact to border ranchers. 

Mr. Speaker, we all support border 
security, but we don’t support unau-
thorized well drilling that’s draining 
precious resources. I stand with our 
ranchers. 

f 

HONORING THE LONG FAMILY 

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a beloved Utah family 
whose lives were lost this past week in 
a flash flood in Wayne County. 

Provo Fire Captain Spencer Long; his 
wife, Katrina; and their three sons, 
Reid, Thayne, and Gage, were camping 
when they were caught in floodwaters. 

They are survived by their daughter 
and sister, Lydia, who now faces this 
unimaginable loss. 

Mr. Speaker, the Longs are among 
the very best Utah has to offer. Utahns 
mourn together. No words will ade-
quately express the profound loss that 
Lydia is now experiencing. 

On behalf of Utah, we offer our deep-
est condolences to her, Provo Fire & 

Rescue, the city of Mona, and all those 
who loved the Longs. To many, the 
thought of continuing without them is 
unimaginable. Yet, we hold fast in the 
Heavenly Father’s promise that the 
Lord is near unto them that are of a 
broken heart. 

Mr. Speaker, today we pray that His 
presence be especially near Lydia and 
all of those who mourn. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask you to join me in a moment of si-
lence. 

For Lydia and those who mourn the 
Longs’ passing, may God bless and 
comfort you. 

f 

MOURNING LOSS OF LONG FAMILY 
(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today alongside my fellow 
Utahns to mourn and celebrate the life 
and sudden passing of Captain Spencer 
Long of Provo Fire & Rescue; his wife, 
Katrina; and three sons, Reid, Thayne 
and Gage. 

They were lost on Friday, July 17, 
2026, near Sunglow Campground in 
Wayne County, Utah, about 165 miles 
south of Salt Lake City. We are all 
struggling to deal with the passing of 
the Long family in such an unexpected 
and tragic manner. 

We are granted each day with no 
guarantee of the next. Thus, I have 
come to believe that the highest meas-
ure of a life is not found in how long it 
was lived but in the depth of love, serv-
ice, and devotion given to others along 
the way. 

By this measurement, the Long fam-
ily was extraordinarily successful. Cap-
tain Spencer Long spent his life an-
swering the call when others were in 
peril. As a leader with Provo Fire & 
Rescue, his courage, calm demeanor, 
and steadfast brotherhood protected 
countless families across Utah. When 
disaster struck, Captain Long was al-
ways among the first to run toward the 
danger. 

Alongside him stood Katrina, a dedi-
cated mother, a community leader, 
former Mona city councilmember, and 
an entrepreneur whose kindness and vi-
brant spirit enriched every life she 
touched. 

Together, Spencer and Katrina built 
a home grounded in warmth, service, 
and adventure. Reid, Thayne, and Gage 
inherited that same joy for life. 

To Lydia, their surviving daughter, 
please know that you do not carry this 
unimaginable loss alone. The fire de-
partment, your neighbors, and a griev-
ing State surround you with our love, 
our prayers, and an enduring promise 
to stand by your side in the days and 
the years ahead. I am heartened to see 
the generosity of so many who donated 
to the fund for your needs going for-
ward. This is just a small token of our 
long-term commitment to watch over 
you and provide for your care. I know 
these many donations are deeply appre-
ciated. 

Though this wonderful family was 
taken from us far too soon, their leg-
acy of selfless service, love, and devo-
tion remains an example to us all. May 
we honor them by serving one another 
with the same dedication they showed 
every day, and may peace rest upon 
their memories. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Matthew 
Hanley, one of his secretaries. 

f 

b 1120 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE SARA JACOBS, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KENNEDY of Utah) laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Honorable SARA JACOBS, Member of 
Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 21, 2026. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you 
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I, Rep-
resentative Sara Jacobs, have been served 
with a subpoena for documents issued by the 
San Diego Superior Court. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is not consistent 
with the privileges and rights of the House. 

Sincerely, 
SARA JACOBS, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1438 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 8800. 

Will the gentleman from Colorado 
(Mr. HURD) kindly take the chair. 

b 1121 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
8800) to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2027 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes, with Mr. HURD in the 
chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose on Tuesday, 
July 21, 2026, amendment No. 26 printed 
in part A of House Report 119–755 of-
fered by the gentleman from North 
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