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The House met at noon and was and mind, shine Your light of truth and Labor-Management Standards, Department

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 22, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K.
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Zack Randles,
Church, Washington, D.C.,
following prayer:

Awesome, Almighty God, we come
before You today remembering the
words of Psalm 8:3-6 and gaining the
perspective that comes from it. The
Scripture says: When I consider Your
heavens, the work of Your fingers, the
Moon and the stars, which You have
set in place, what is man that You are
mindful of him? The Son of Man that
You care for him. You made him a lit-
tle lower than the heavenly beings, and
crowned him with glory and honor. You
made him ruler over the works of Your
hands and put everything under his
feet.

These are comforting words, espe-
cially when we have impossible tasks
ahead of us. When we consider You, O
God, and what You are capable of, it
gives us peace to proceed and courage
to lead.

Thank you for helping us with the
big, dramatic pieces of the universe.
When something is too big for us, it is
never too big for You.

Thank you for helping us with the in-
tricate things of this world. In sen-
sitive, personal matters of the heart

Waterfront
offered the

reveal insight from the inmost place
leading us to freedom.

God, thank you for the reminder that
You have made us for this moment
with Heavenly precision and authority
to act. May we go through the day
mindful of You, inspired and hopeful.

I pray all this in the mighty name of
Jesus.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of
the last day’s proceedings is approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until noon tomorrow
for morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for
legislative business.

Thereupon (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, June
23, 2026, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-3855. A letter from the Chief, Division
of Interpretations and Regulations, Office of

of Labor, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Labor Organization Annual Fi-
nancial Reports (RIN: 1245-AA10) received
June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Education and Workforce.

EC-3856. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-37, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3857. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-63, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3858. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-50, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3859. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-47, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3860. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-64, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3861. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-73, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3862. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: RSAT 26-0Y, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(56)(C) of the Arms Export
Control Act, as amended; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

EC-3863. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
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Notification Number: RSAT 26-39, pursuant
to Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, as amended; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-3864. A letter from the Chairman,
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 26-331, ‘““‘Open Meetings Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2026,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-3865. A letter from the Chairman,
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 26-332, ‘‘Arena Safety Con-
formity Temporary Amendment Act of 2026,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-3866. A letter from the Director, Office
of the White House Liaison, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting eighteen notifications of a va-
cancy, nomination, action on nomination, or
change in previously submitted reported in-
formation, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Pub-
lic Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-
614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-3867. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, Office of Management and Budget, trans-
mitting a notification of a nomination, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-3868. A letter from the Division Chief,
Office of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Revising Machine
Gun Definition in Response to Supreme
Court Decision [ATF No.: 2024R-01F] (RIN:
1140-AA60) received June 3, 2026, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-3869. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Various Helicopters [Docket No.:
FAA-2026-2297; Project Identifier AD-2025-
00184-R; Amendment 39-23366; AD 2026-11-05]
(RIN: 2120-A A64) received June 8, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3870. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2026-4645; Project Identifier MCAI-
2026-00451-T; Amendment 39-23365; AD 2026-11-
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3871. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Embraer S.A. Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2025-3993; Project Identifier MCAI-
2025-00630-A; Amendment 39-23358; AD 2026-10-
18] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3872. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
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No.: 31665; Amdt. No.: 4219] received June 8,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3873. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 31666; Amdt. No.: 4220] received June 8,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3874. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2025-3988; Project Identifier MCAI-
2025-00443-T; Amendment 39-23353; AD 2026-10-
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3875. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2025-2544; Project Identifier MCAI-
2025-00531-T; Amendment 39-23355; AD 2026-10-
15] (RIN: 2120-AA 64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-

ture.

EC-3876. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2026-2286; Project Identifier MCAI-
2025-01556-T; Amendment 39-23357; AD 2026-10-
17] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3877. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-040, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Goodrich Cabin Attendant Seats
[Docket No.: FAA-2025-1360; Project Identi-
fier AD-2024-00710-Q,T; Amendment 39-23345;
AD 2026-10-05] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received June
8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3878. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2025-3422; Project Identifier AD-
2025-00763-T; Amendment 39-23354; AD 2026-10-
14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3879. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Honda Aircraft Company LLC
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2026-0020;
Project Identifier AD-2025-01374-A; Amend-
ment 39-23342; AD 2026-10-02] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.
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EC-3880. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd &
Co KG [Docket No.: FAA-2026-4635; Project
Identifier MCAI-2025-00213-E; Amendment 39-
23346; AD 2026-10-06] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3881. A letter from the Federal Register
Liaison, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final rule — Guidance on
Qualified Long-Term Care Distributions [No-
tice 2026-33] received June 8, 2026, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

EC-3882. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s final rule — Alternative Method for
Carrying Broker-Dealers to Comply Certain
Nonbank Trustee Rules [Notice 2026-32] re-
ceived June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 9381. A bill to direct the Bureau of
Labor Statistics to report on the usage of ar-
tificial intelligence in the workplace; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. KENNEDY of New York:

H.R. 9382. A bill to require the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion to link together applications of family
members throughout the NEXUS application
process, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. CAREY (for himself, Ms. MOORE
of Wisconsin, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. MORAN, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
YAKYM, Mr. BEYER, Mr. MILLER of
Ohio, and Mr. HORSFORD):

H.R. 9383. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide special rules
with respect to the net operating losses of
certain financial institutions; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 9384. A bill to amend the Stephen
Beck, Jr., ABLE Act of 2014 to adjust the
amounts in ABLE accounts excluded from
consideration with respect to the Supple-
mental Security Income Program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. FITZGERALD:

H.R. 9385. A bill to prohibit entities inte-
gral to the national interests of the United
States from participating in any foreign sus-
tainability due diligence regulation, includ-
ing the Corporate Sustainability Due Dili-
gence Directive of the European Union, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 9386. A bill to establish the United
States Commission on an Open Society with
Security; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and in addition to
the Committee on Homeland Security, for a



June 22, 2026

period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.
By Mr. WIED (for himself, Mr. RILEY of
New York, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. ROSE, Mr. SCHWEIKERT,
and Mr. TIFFANY):

H.R. 9387. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure con-
sumer choice by requiring truthful labeling
of lab-created butter, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. WALBERG:

H.R. 9381.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Articlel, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. KENNEDY of New York:

H.R. 9382.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. CAREY:

H.R. 9383.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 9384.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority of Congress
to enact legislation provided by Article 1,
Section 8 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. FITZGERALD:

H,R. 9385.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause IIT of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.
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By Ms. NORTON:
H.R. 9386.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.
By Mr. WIED:
H.R. 9387.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1 Section 8

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 40: Mr. FIGURES.

H.R. 885: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H.R. 1267: Mrs. HARSHBARGER.

H.R. 1340: Mr. KENNEDY of New York.

H.R. 1464: Ms. ESCOBAR.

H.R. 1631: Mr. SOTO.

H.R. 2120: Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 2333: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Ms.
PINGREE.

H.R. 2344: Mr. FIGURES.

H.R. 2366: Ms. DEXTER and Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 25647: Mr. MCDOWELL.

H.R. 2956: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 3164: Mr. WITTMAN and Mr. EVANS of
Colorado.

H.R. 3276: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 3288: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 3757: Mr. BELL, Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms.
LEE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. JAYAPAL.

H.R. 3808: Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 3810: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 3930: Mr. RUIZ.

H.R. 4129: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 4306: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 4718: Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. MCBRIDE, and
Mr. MOORE of Utah.

H.R. 4882: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 5168: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 5434: Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 5490: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.

H.R. 5505: Mrs. HOUCHIN.

H.R. 5736: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 5745: Mr. WEBER of Texas.

H.R. 5791: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 6152: Mrs. HARSHBARGER.

H.R. 6396: Mr. CISCOMANI.

H.R. 6766: Mr. STAUBER, Mr. EVANS of Colo-
rado, Mr. DAvis of Illinois, and Mr.
MOOLENAAR.
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H.R. 6849: Ms. JACOBS and Mr. LICCARDO.
H.R. 6958: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 7802: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 7867: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. MOULTON.
H.R. 7976: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.
H.R. 7977: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
H.R. 8041: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 8048: Ms. RANDALL.

H.R. 8060: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 8081: Ms. BALINT.

H.R. 8236: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 8476: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois and Mr.
LAWLER.

H.R. 8538: Mr. ROSE.

H.R. 8606: Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 8644: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 8730: Mr. BERGMAN.

H.R. 8743: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 8791: Mr. MORAN, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr.
BAIRD, and Mrs. MCBATH.

H.R. 8822: Ms. Omar.

H.R. 8823: Ms. OMAR.

H.R. 8884: Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 8891: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.

H.R. 8914: Ms. SIMON.

H.R. 8950: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 8990: Mr. HUNT.

H.R. 9018: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 9032: Mr. FIGURES.

H.R. 9076: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 9097: Mrs. RADEWAGEN and Mr. BAIRD.

H.R. 9131: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 9132: Ms. HAGEMAN.

H.R. 9199: Mr. JACKSON of Texas.

H.R. 9231: Ms. FRIEDMAN.

H.R. 9232: Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 9236: Mrs. SPARTZ.

H.R. 9237: Ms. TENNEY, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, Mr. LUTTRELL, and Mr.
STAUBER.

H.R. 9289: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, MR.
ESPAILLAT, and Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 9298: Mr. KUSTOFF.

H.R. 9327: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 9363: Mrs. TRAHAN and Mrs. HOUCHIN.

H.R. 9367: Mr. CAREY.

H.R. 9368: Mr. CAREY.

H.R. 9370: Mr. CASE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
HERNANDEZ, Mr. LICCARDO, and Ms. DEXTER.

H. Res. 50: Mr. MANN.

H. Res. 1219: Mr. HARDER of California and
Mr. MEUSER.

H. Res. 1373: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.
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The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, the fountain of wisdom,
You are more majestic than the moun-
tains and steadfast through all genera-
tions. Give the Members of this Senate
a deep reverence for You that will mo-
tivate them to seek Your will above
personal interests or partisan advan-
tage.

Lord, grant them wisdom in their de-
liberations, integrity in their judg-
ments, and courage in their leadership.
Help them to listen with respect, speak
with truth, and act with justice. May
they remember the trust placed in
them by the people of this Nation and
faithfully pursue Your purposes.

When challenges seem overwhelming,
strengthen their resolve. When dif-
ferences arise, guide them toward un-
derstanding. When difficult decisions
must be made, illuminate a path of
righteousness and peace. Bless this
Senate, this Nation, and all who serve
the public. May Your wisdom guide
every effort and Your grace sustain
every worthy endeavor.

We pray in Your saving Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
MooDY). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

Senate

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

21ST CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING
ACT—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the House mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 6644, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

House message to accompany H.R. 6644, a
bill to increase the supply of housing in
America, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Thune motion to concur in the House
amendment to the Senate amendment to the
bill, with Thune (for Scott (SC)/Warren)
Amendment No. 5823 (to the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment), in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Thune Amendment No. 5824 (to Amend-
ment No. 5823), to change the enactment
date.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

IRAN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 1
week in June, 4 in July, 3 in Sep-
tember—that is the number of weeks
the Senate is in session between now
and the election. A lot of people think
a lot of things need to be done between
now and the election, and I agree with
that.

But those weeks I just named add up
to about 21 days that the Senate is
going to be in session; a lot of work to
be done in 21 days. I can think of one I
am interested in—E15, for the agricul-
tural economy of Iowa.

Another Senator spoke to me about
the necessity of getting some control
of college athletes in legislation that is
pending and doing that before the be-
ginning of the college football season.

So I hope my colleagues will think
about that there is not a whole lot of
time left and use it very efficiently.

Last week, President Trump signed a
deal to end the hostilities between the
United States and Iran. That deal
could be called a memorandum of un-
derstanding, as it is so named, or you
could look at it as a letter of intent.

Let’s remember what Operation Epic
Fury was all about: preventing the Ira-
nian regime, which has chanted ‘‘Death
to America’” for 47 years, from having
a nuclear weapon.

“Death to America’” is death to
Americans. We have seen it as the alert
threat is up. If you had the secure
briefings that I have had, you would be
very thoughtful about what can come
from Tehran to affect Americans.

We have seen it, two people shot in
Austin, TX, by a person that had
““Allah is great’ on his sweatshirt, and
we saw it, two bombs thrown in Brook-
lyn that didn’t go off that would have
killed a lot of people.

So with the peace agreement at hand,
the devil is in the details. While key
details are set to be finalized within 60
days, Congress will and must keep a
very close eye to ensure that Iran is
held accountable every step of the way.

Accountability starts with facts, be-
cause we have heard these absurd
claims from opponents of the Iranian
war, suggesting that Iran has never
been better off. The facts don’t back
that claim up.

Under President Trump’s direction,
America’s military has put a massive
dent in Iran’s nuclear program, mili-
tary arsenals, and its energy and trans-
portation infrastructure.

What is more, Iran’s economy is
buckling with hyperinflation. The
United States naval blockade in the
Strait of Hormuz cost Iran up to $500
million per day, and by early May, Iran
lost $4.8 billion in oil revenue.

In May, inflation in Iran reached 77
percent, and the cost of basic goods in
Iran has risen as much as 400 percent in
a year.
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The currency in Iran has also plum-
meted to historically low levels. In late
April, their currency hit a record low
of 1.8 million to the dollar and re-
mained at historically low levels.

Now you put all that together, and
the picture is pretty clear. That is not
a thriving nation; it is a nation facing
total collapse. And that is exactly why
we need to pay attention as the United
States and Iran continues these nego-
tiations because when a country is
under this kind of pressure, it changes
what it is willing to do and raises the
stakes for getting this agreement right
in the first place.

So we shouldn’t take anything at
face value. We must verify, and we
should judge this agreement by what
Iran does, not what it promises, be-
cause in a situation like this, pressure
alone doesn’t guarantee results; only
accountability guarantees results.

And then you always have to keep in
the back of your mind that people in
that part of the world consider those of
us in the Western World as infidels, and
you don’t have to keep an agreement
with infidels.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

WORKING FAMILIES TAX CUT ACT

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, we
are approaching 1 year since the Work-
ing Families Tax Cut became law. For
nearly a year now, the American peo-
ple have been seeing the benefits of
this bill, from a more secure border to
a stronger military, larger paychecks
and bigger refunds, support for farmers
and ranchers, and a lifeline for strug-
gling rural healthcare providers.

For the past year, the story of the
Working Families Tax Cut has been un-
folding across the country in different
ways. And this afternoon, I want to
talk about how Republicans’ landmark
bill has strengthened our economy and
put more money in America’s pockets.

When this Republican majority took
over last year, the American people
were reeling from the pain of the Biden
economy. They had suffered through an
inflation crisis, during which the cost
of living increased by more than 20 per-
cent in just a few years. And without
action from Congress, they were look-
ing at a $4 trillion tax hike in the not-
too-distant future.

For folks from my home State, that
would have meant paying $2,500 more
in Federal taxes this year, and that
was completely unacceptable to Repub-
licans. And so we set out to prevent
that tax hike and not just prevent it,
we made our 2017 tax reform permanent
so that that tax hike would never
come.
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And then we provided additional tax
relief to lower and middle-income
Americans so they would be able to
keep more of their hard-earned money.
Thanks to the Working Families Tax
Cut, 97 percent of Americans that filed
this year got a tax cut.

Let me repeat that. Republicans pre-
vented a tax hike for 97 percent of tax
filers, collectively saving them $82 bil-
lion on their Federal taxes just this
year.

We made lower tax rates permanent,
raised the standard deduction, and
made that permanent as well. We in-
creased the child tax credit to $2,200
and linked it to the cost of living so
that it never loses its value. Then we
created a number of new tax-relief pro-
visions. The new senior deduction
helped 35 million Americans over age 65
reduce their tax burden this year.

No tax on tips meant that 7.5 million
workers’ income from tips landed in
their pockets instead of going to the
IRS. And 29 million workers—from
nurses to police officers and factory
workers—took advantage of the new
overtime deduction.

All told, Americans earning between
$100,000 and $200,000 last year who took
advantage of the new tax relief saw an
average tax cut of $1,250.

A bakery owner in Sioux Falls said
her head chef got a bigger refund this
year and that she was able to put that
extra money toward a crib for her new
baby and she is not the only one. Hard-
working people all across the country
have additional money to put toward
their expenses or their savings thanks
to Republican tax relief.

The good news doesn’t stop there.
The Working Families Tax Cut also de-
livered meaningful pro-growth tax re-
forms for Americans’ small businesses,
farms, and ranches, enabling them to
invest more in their operations and in
their employees.

Small businesses have benefited from
lower tax rates, and the 199A small
business deduction is now a permanent
feature of the Tax Code. One agricul-
tural co-op in my State estimates the
impact of that one provision helped its
co-op members reinvest more than $100
million into our local economy in the
last 10 years.

Then there is 100 percent immediate
expensing for new equipment, which al-
lows small businesses, farms, and
ranches to deduct the whole cost of any
piece of equipment the year they start
using it. The owner of Montgomery’s
Furniture Store in Sioux Falls, SD,
called bonus appreciation a ‘‘huge,
huge deal” for his furniture store.

And a car dealer in my State said
this enabled his business to build an
addition and to hire 10 new employees.
And then our permanent research and
development tax credit is making a
similar impact on small businesses in
my State and on our farm economy.

In fact, our former colleague, a
neighbor to the north in North Dakota,
former Democrat Senator Heidi
Heitkamp has said:
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For many producers and ag-related busi-
nesses, this is more than a tax break; this is
a real opportunity to reinvest, innovate, and
stay competitive.

She is right, and the same could be
said for a good number of provisions in
this bill.

I have already talked a little bit
about how tax relief we passed benefits
farmers and ranchers. And although I
haven’t mentioned the higher estate
tax threshold that protects a lot more
family farms and ranchers from the
death tax, not to mention the costly
estate planning that comes with that
unfair tax, but this bill went further
than tax relief; it strengthened critical
programs that producers depend upon.

It raised reference prices for every
covered commodity so that they more
closely reflect the actual market con-
ditions that farmers are dealing with.
It bolstered crop insurance, and it sup-
ported livestock producers by making
existing programs more responsive to
drought.

We still have more work to do to
strengthen the ag sector, but the
Working Families Tax Cut delivered
meaningful relief to farmers after a
challenging few years, defined by high-
er input costs, higher interest rates,
and national disasters—all while many
farm programs were inadequate to
meet the circumstances that farmers
were living in. So helping our ag pro-
ducers was a priority for Republicans
when we came in last year, and it will
continue to be a priority for us moving
forward.

RURAL HEALTHCARE

Madam President, I have spent a lot
of time this afternoon talking about
how Republicans aim to turn things
around with this bill, and there is one
more thing I want to discuss before I
finish, and that is rural healthcare.

For all the challenges in healthcare
today, it is even harder for rural pro-
viders. More than 100 rural hospitals
have closed in the last two decades,
and doctors in rural areas can be hard
to come by.

So last year in the Working Families
Tax Cut, Republicans did something to
address the rural healthcare crisis. And
in the last year, every single State has
applied for funding from the $50 billion
Rural Health Transformation Program
created by our landmark bill.

Rather than a top-down, Washington-
based approach, we are giving States
the resources and freedom to find solu-
tions to their unique challenges and to
find sustainable ways of ensuring ac-
cess to healthcare in their rural com-
munities.

And as I said, the response has been
robust. Every single State—red, blue,
and purple—is planning to take advan-
tage of this much needed support, and
they have big plans for folks in rural
parts of their States. And I can’t wait
to see just how transformative the
Rural Health Transformation Program
is across this country.

It is fair to say that things weren’t
going great in a lot of ways the last
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few years before President Trump and
Republicans took control in Wash-
ington, but we have been working to
address those issues and implement so-
lutions to the problems facing the
American people. And far from patting
ourselves on the back, we are keeping
our foot on the gas.

Later today, we will pass a housing
affordability bill. The Agriculture
Committee is continuing to work on a
farm bill and additional agricultural
relief, and we continue important leg-
islative efforts on issues from
cryptocurrency to artificial intel-
ligence, to reining in waste, fraud, and
abuse in the Federal Government.

One year ago, Republicans delivered
major wins for the American people in
the Working Families Tax Cut, and we
are working every day to build on that
success and to deliver again and again.

I yield the floor.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The minority whip.

TORNADOES

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
there are memories you have as a child
which you never, ever forget. And one
of my memories was growing up,
smack-dab in the Midwest, in the mid-
dle of our country, and the experience
I had as a child when my mother would
wake me in the middle of the night,
and I would hear the tornado sirens
blaring. And she would say: Get down
to the basement.

The basement was our shelter for the
potential of a tornado hitting our
home. That was part of growing up in
the Midwest. But I thought it was a
great adventure to go down and sleep
in the basement on the spare bed, with
the sirens blaring, wondering if our
home would be touched. Thank good-
ness, it never was.

But we have witnessed more torna-
does in our State of Illinois this year
than any year in the history of our
State. According to the Chicago Trib-
une, Illinois has experienced more than
147 confirmed tornadoes over the past 6
months, nearly three times the State
average of 54 in the last 30 years.

Even in 2024, the previous record year
for tornadoes in Illinois, there were
only 92 recorded as of June 22, nearly 60
fewer than what we have seen this
year.

Over the past weekend alone, as
many as 24 separate tornadoes hit
Downstate, Kkilling two Illinoisans—
Delores Shelton and Sarita Kimble—
and injuring many more. My wife and I
are praying for the families and friends
of Delores and Sarita, as well as for
those who were injured in these
storms, who are starting the daunting
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task of repairing the damage that has
been done.

While the traditional tornado season
in Illinois will be over at the end of
June, tornadoes have become increas-
ingly common in the fall and winter
months, in recent years. I can recall re-
cently a tornado in December, un-
thinkable when I was a child. This was
a summer phenomenon—spring and
summer.

With the frequency of tornadoes ris-
ing across Illinois, it is more important
than ever that we in Washington help
families rebuild. My office has been in
touch with State FEMA officials and is
working with those affected by the tor-
nadoes, but I am concerned that FEMA
will not display the same level of ur-
gency after its refusal, recently, to as-
sist thousands of Illinoisans impacted
by certain severe storms last year.

Disaster relief is no place to play pol-
itics, period. I urge FEMA and the
Trump administration to put aside po-
litical differences with our Governor or
anyone—even me—and think about the
families who have been touched by tor-
nadoes and how desperate they are to
get a helping hand.

I know the Presiding Officer knows
this phenomenon well. In her State,
hurricanes, of course, and other dam-
age are fairly common and devastating
when they hit. You feel so helpless as a
Member of the Senate or Congress
going to view the damage afterward,
and people look at you, waiting for one
word or another of encouragement.

And I came to play it down over the
years: I will do my best. I will see what
you qualify for. I will fight for you to
try to help you.

But we ought to make this a bipar-
tisan commitment across the aisle, re-
gardless of the natural disaster. The
victims are not playing politics. They
are trying to put their lives back on
track. That is why I hope we will do
the same.

IRAN

Madam President, I want to take a
moment to reflect on a rather infa-
mous letter that was sent 11 years ago
by the junior Senator from Arkansas
to the leaders in Iran. The letter was
signed by 46 of his fellow Republican
Senators.

What did it say? 1It, incredibly,
warned Iranian leaders about entering
into any nuclear agreement with the
Obama administration without the ap-
proval of Congress.

Let me read an excerpt in which the
signers of this letter said:

[They] will consider any agreement regard-
ing your nuclear-weapons program that is
not approved by the Congress as nothing
more than an executive agreement between
President Obama and Ayatollah Khamenei.

Understand what was happening
here. We had a coalition of countries
from around the world, many of them
competitive, not many of them friend-
ly. But they all came together, saying:
Stopping Iran from developing a nu-
clear weapon is the right thing to do.

They negotiated for 2 years on an
agreement known as JCPOA, and the
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object, among other things, was to
have careful inspection and monitoring
of nuclear activity in Iran and then
have an enforceable agreement to stop
them from ever developing a nuclear
weapon.

This letter was sent by Republican
Members of the Senate, 11 years ago, to
the Ayatollah, in the midst of the ne-
gotiations, telling him not to take it
seriously, dealing with the White
House, because the agreement had to
be approved by Congress.

The letter sent by the Senator from
Arkansas went on to say:

The next President could revoke such an
executive agreement with the stroke of a pen
and future Congresses can modify the terms
of the agreement at any time.

What the Senator from Arkansas was
basically saying to the Ayatollah was:
Don’t waste your time mnegotiating
with this President because we can de-
cide, at a later time, to reverse what-
ever he decided on.

Forty-seven Republican Senators
sent this unprecedented letter, in the
midst of a negotiation with Iran, to
Iranian leaders during a sensitive pe-
riod. More than two dozen of those
Senators are still here today. Presum-
ably, they are drafting the same letter
now to remind the Iranian leadership
about the risks of doing any such deal
with President Trump as well.

Two months after this letter was
sent, Congress overwhelmingly passed
the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review
Act with broad bipartisan support. I
believe there was only one dissenting
vote in the U.S. Senate.

This law, which we passed 11 years
ago, requires any nuclear agreement
with Iran to be sent to Congress within
5 days for review and a potential privi-
leged vote of approval or disapproval
within 30 days. This law is very much
applicable today.

That is exactly what happened with
the deal signed between Iran and the
P5+1 nations during the Obama admin-
istration, known as JCPOA.

I remember the debate in the Senate,
very clearly, at the time. Republican
opponents of the Obama deal in Con-
gress said it was weak, that it awarded
Iran with sanctions relief, that it em-
powered the Revolutionary Guard, and
it weakened American security.

In reality, the JCPOA included some
of the most intrusive inspections ever
agreed upon.

I hosted the TAEA Director General a
number of times, after the agreement
was implemented, and he said repeat-
edly that Iran was in compliance with
the agreement, which meant he said
that, if he pointed to a door and said,
“I want to know what is behind that
door,” they opened it—period, end of
quote.

Ultimately, the JCPOA severely re-
stricted Iran’s enrichment capabilities
at lower levels, notably extending any
nuclear weapons breakout time—that
is, until President Trump tore it up
during his first term as President, lead-
ing to Iran’s significant expansion of
its uranium enrichment capabilities.
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Now, after 4 months of hostilities,
after an invasion—or attack, let’s
say—on Iran by the United States,
without support of any allies behind
Israel, we have reached a point where
we spent billions of dollars, 13 Amer-
ican servicemembers have given their
lives, and the global economy held hos-
tage.

What do we have to show for it? A ne-
gotiation. I hope it ends well. I hope it
ends as well as the JCPOA under Presi-
dent Obama. I hope that then the Con-
gress, which was warned by Republican
Senators, years ago, and to the Ira-
nians, does its job in oversight, if it is
deserving of that.

I am also curious, though: What did
we actually achieve at this point?

Remember when he first started this
war, alongside Israel back in February?
The President gave several different
rationales. Destroying Iran’s military
capabilities was one of his goals. End-
ing its nuclear ambitions was another.
Regime change, even liberating the
Iranian people—on each of these issues,
we have seen little or no progress. In-
stead, President Trump seems to have
signed an ambiguous deal with terms
far more favorable to Iran and more
vague than Obama’s JCPOA.

Iran is emerging from Trump’s ill-
conceived war with an ever more
emboldened group of belligerents in
charge, with the Iranian people con-
tinuing to suffer. These regime
hardliners suddenly have a new way to
blackmail the United States.

When we attacked Iran weeks ago,
there was no question about access to
the Strait of Hormuz. Now we know it
is an issue that is going to be with us
for a long, long time. How do we know
it? Gasoline prices. American families
know exactly what has happened. In
the short period of time after President
Trump’s attack on Iran, the cost of
gasoline has gone up dramatically and
diesel as well.

So they can bomb American and al-
lied targets in the region and continue
to cause mayhem in the Strait of
Hormuz with their proxies, but the Ira-
nians are in a stronger position today
than when we attacked initially.

They even seem to have blackmailed
their way into a $300 billion recon-
struction fund—a commitment from
unspecified sources. Who is putting
this money on the table?

In the JCPOA under Obama that was
being negotiated, that was one of the
points made over and over again: Don’t
give Iran back money that we have
held up in American and foreign banks.
They will only use it for weapons and
use it against us.

We heard over and over again that
Obama was selling out.

Now when you look at this memo-
randum of understanding—and I read
it—it says there is going to be some
commitment of $300 billion for a recon-
struction fund. Who is going to pay it?
The memorandum of understanding is
silent.

So where are the howls of dismay and
indignation from the Senator from Ar-
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kansas and others? After all, President
Trump petulantly walked away from a
deal that by all accounts was measur-
ably constraining Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram with rigorous inspections. Presi-
dent Trump closed down that agree-
ment in his first term as President.
And what is President Trump’s replace-
ment? A promise of something, unfor-
tunately, weaker.

As I have said time and time again, it
is a lot easier to start a war than it is
to end one. We should not be risking
any further American lives and tax-
payers’ dollars on this unnecessary, un-
constitutional war.

But let me be as clear as the junior
Senator from Arkansas and his 46 col-
leagues were 11 years ago: The terms of
any nuclear agreement with Iran must
come to Congress for review as re-
quired by the Iran Nuclear Agreement
Review Act. The requirements under
this law are not waivable or open to in-
terpretation no matter who the Presi-
dent may be. Until then, the President
may not move forward with any sanc-
tions-related relief or final implemen-
tation of any agreement.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
to hold President Trump to the same
standard they held President Obama to
11 years ago.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the letter I referred to
from the Senator from Arkansas be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, March 9, 2015.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE LEADERS OF THE
IsLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN: It has come to
our attention while observing your nuclear
negotiations with our government that you
may not fully understand our constitutional
system. Thus, we are writing to bring to
your attention two features of our Constitu-
tion—the power to make binding inter-
national agreements and the different char-
acter of federal offices—which you should se-
riously consider as negotiations progress.

First, under our Constitution, while the
president negotiates international agree-
ments, Congress plays the significant role of
ratifying them. In the case of a treaty, the
Senate must ratify it by a two-thirds vote. A
so-called congressional-executive agreement
requires a majority vote in both the House
and the Senate (which, because of procedural
rules, effectively means a three-fifths vote in
the Senate). Anything not approved by Con-
gress is a mere executive agreement.

Second, the offices of our Constitution
have different characteristics. For example,
the president may serve only two 4-year
terms, whereas senators may serve an unlim-
ited number of 6-year terms. As applied
today, for instance, President Obama will
leave office in January 2017, while most of us
will remain in office well beyond then—per-
haps decades.

What these two constitutional provisions
mean is that we will consider any agreement
regarding your nuclear-weapons program
that is not approved by the Congress as noth-
ing more than an executive agreement be-
tween President Obama and Ayatollah
Khamenei. The next president could revoke
such an executive agreement with the stroke
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of a pen and future Congresses could modify
the terms of the agreement at any time.

We hope this letter enriches your knowl-
edge of our constitutional system and pro-
motes mutual understanding and clarity as
nuclear negotiations progress.

Sincerely,

Tom Cotton, David A. Perdue, John Cor-
nyn, James M. Inhofe, Mitch McConnell,
Marco A. Rubio, Joni Ernst, Richard Burr,
Dan Sullivan, Steve Daines, Roger F.
Wicker, James Lankford, John Hoeven, John
Boozman, Richard Shelby, Cory Gardner,
Mike Rounds, Shelley Moore Capito, Thom
Tillis, Ron Johnson, Jeff Sessions, Mark
Kirk, Chuck Grassley, Lisa Blunt Rochester.

John H. Isakson, John Thune, Michael B.
Enzi, James E. Risch, Pat Toomey, Mike
Crapo, Bill Cassidy, Deb Fischer, John Bar-
rasso, Ben Sasse, Ted Cruz, David Vitter,
Tim Scott of SC, John McCain, Rob
Portman, Pat Roberts, Orrin Hatch, Dean
Heller, Kelly A. Ayotte, Lindsey Graham,
Rand Paul, Mike Lee, Jerry Moran.

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

Democratic leader is recognized.
IRAN

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
Iran, Donald Trump’s foreign policy by
clown car continues to careen toward
disaster. After this failed war with
Iran, Trump needs to rename ‘‘The Art
of the Deal” as ‘“The Art of the Face
Plant”’—“The Art of the Face Plant.”
Just days after Trump boasted he had
reopened the Strait of Hormuz, Iran
announced it was closing the strait
again. Trump hasn’t been able to guar-
antee safe passage through the strait
yet, but he already has waived the
sanctions to allow Iran to bring bil-
lions of dollars in oil revenue. Iran gets
what it wants; Trump dithers.

Now Trump and VANCE are patting
themselves on the back about getting
Iran to agree to nuclear inspections
that only stopped after Trump’s 2025
strikes. And what exactly will this ac-
cess look 1like? Trump and VANCE
refuse to provide details, just like the
rest of this so-called understanding.

Trump’s memo of understanding
reads like an Iranian wish list. After
Trump’s war, Iran gets to keep backing
its terrorist proxies, to keep building
ballistic missiles, to maintain a stran-
glehold on the global economy, and to
rake in hundreds of billions of dollars
in reconstruction aid and maritime
tolls. Trump got taken to the cleaners
by Iran.

The administration keeps telling us
not to read too much into the under-
standing, but there is one thing that is
very easy to read: The American people
hate this war. They want it to end.
Roughly 80 percent of Americans say
they want this war to end imme-
diately. Two-thirds—two-thirds—dis-
approve of how Trump has handled
Iran. And can anyone blame them? All
the American people have gotten from
Trump’s war are skyrocketing gas
prices at the pump, backbreaking infla-
tion, and the tragic loss of 13 service-
members and the wounding of hundreds
of others.

The story of Trump’s ruinous war has
been the same since day one: The Ira-
nian regime gets emboldened, the
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American people get screwed, and Don-
ald Trump gets himself into a deeper
and deeper hole.

The cost of this war will only get
worse every second it continues.

We need a full accounting of every-
thing Trump has given away as part of
his 14-point understanding. I continue
to call on Trump, Secretary Rubio, and
the rest of the leadership team to brief
the full Senate without delay. It is out-
rageous that none of us have gotten a
briefing yet. Why don’t they want to
give us a briefing? Are they embar-
rassed? Is it so vague that they told
Iran one thing and will have to tell the
world another? Is it because Trump got
taken to the cleaners? Is it because
Trump is embarrassed to have this un-
derstanding fully discussed by the peo-
ple who put it together? It has been 8
days since this so-called understanding
was announced. Why is the administra-
tion so scared to come to Congress and
the American people and defend their
war and their deal?

Trump ought to listen to what Sen-
ate Democrats and the American peo-
ple have been saying for months and
end this war for good.

H.R. 6644

Madam President, on housing, as
Trump fixates on vanity projects that
only he seems to care about, we are ad-
vancing our housing bill to address
issues Americans actually care about.

As home ownership has gotten fur-
ther and further out of reach for work-
ing families, so is the American dream.
As Americans, it is every young fam-
ily’s dream to own their own home. So
when they pay money, it builds equity;
it builds a future for their retirement,
for their kids. Instead of when you pay
rent, the money just goes away.

So people want home ownership. But
now, the median home buyer in Amer-
ica is 40 years old. The downpayment is
excruciating to many and puts housing
out of reach for them. A record 242 cit-
ies in the United States now have typ-
ical starter homes valued at $1 million
or more.

ROAD to Housing helps put our coun-
try on the right track towards fixing
the housing shortage that is driving up
costs. The legislation starts to stream-
line the zoning bottlenecks that have
slowed down construction from one end
of the country to the other. The bill
also supports new manufacturing of
modular housing, as well as the conver-
sion—something really important to
New York and to me—the conversion of
old office buildings into housing so we
can get more homes on the market.

ROAD to Housing also stops institu-
tional investors from squeezing Amer-
ican families out of the housing mar-
ket.

The ROAD to Housing is a strong
start, but it is just the beginning.
Democrats will continue to come up
with innovative solutions to lower the
cost of housing and all other neces-
sities that working families need to
achieve that American dream, which
seems more out of reach than ever be-
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fore because of this administration. We
will work with whomever it takes to
end the affordability crisis.

So congratulations to Senator WAR-
REN, congratulations to the members of
the Banking Committee for their lead-
ership on this bill, and congratulations
to all my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle who supported it.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT

Madam President, on the FISA nego-
tiations, Trump didn’t simply move the
goalposts, he set fire to the whole sta-
dium with his team still inside. They
are sort of rushing out right now.

Trump’s plan to visit the Capitol on
Wednesday will probably only add fuel
to the fire in the GOP. Senate Repub-
licans are in complete disarray on this
important issue with Trump
blindsiding them everywhere they
turn. Trump has embarrassed Senate
Republicans every step of the way.

Trump is proudly holding America’s
national security hostage, demanding
the passage of the SAVE Act—the
worst anti-voting rights legislation he
has ever dreamed up, and that is a high
bar—and he wants it as ransom. In at-
taching the SAVE Act to FISA, Trump
is saying he won’t make America se-
cure unless we abandon our voting
rights.

What a trade. You want to be more
secure? Give up on your voting rights.
What a horrible bargain. Only Trump
could come up with something this
mendacious.

If Trump wants to blow up his own
party, so be it. But threatening our na-
tional security just to disenfranchise
millions of Americans and to install an
inexperienced political hack like Pulte
as DNI is reckless even for Trump.

REFLECTING POOL

Madam President, on the reflecting
pool, Donald Trump has just handed
Americans a perfect picture of his
Presidency: Families are drowning in
bills, and Trump is drowning in reflect-
ing pool algae.

Americans are losing their homes.
They are cutting back at the grocery
store. They are walking to work be-
cause gasoline is expensive.

And Trump’s top priority right now
is cleaning up the reflecting pool. Give
me a break.

How many hours did Trump spend
last week talking about lowering costs,
about helping families, about making
life easier for working Americans?
Compare that to how many hours did
Trump spend talking about the reflect-
ing pool? It ain’t pretty.

America needs a President right now,
not a pool boy. Trump’s priorities are
completely out of whack. He still man-
ages to screw up something as trivial
as the reflecting pool. It is a tale as old
as time in Trump’s Washington: Trump
ignores the experts, jumps at the first
idea that pops into his head, gives a
buddy a no-bid contract at the tax-
payers’ expense, and then blames invis-
ible enemies when his stupid ideas fail.

Trump handpicked the personal pool
guy for his hotels to helm the project.
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It doesn’t matter whether the job is
leading the Pentagon or fixing the re-
flecting pool, the only criteria Trump
cares about is that you are his crony or
you look good on TV. Qualifications
have nothing to do with it.

Every day, Trump, his administra-
tion, the Republican Party, and Amer-
ica pay the price. When you have such
unqualified people, you always pay the
price, Donald Trump.

If Trump devoted the same amount of
time to cleaning up the corruption in
his own administration as he does to
cleaning up the reflecting pool, maybe
his approval ratings wouldn’t be at a
record low. Trump’s reflecting pool de-
bacle is so unbelievably stupid, it
would be funny, except the taxpayers
are paying for it.

Trump hasn’t drained the swamp. He
has made it even filthier than ever and
invited his cronies in to take a swim.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BRITT). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from North Dakota.

———

THEODORE ROOSEVELT PRESI-
DENTIAL LIBRARY MUSEUM AR-
TIFACTS ACT

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 675 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 675) to contribute funds and arti-
facts to the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library in Medora, North Dakota.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the sub-
stitute amendment, which is at the
desk, be considered and agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 5897), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Theodore
Roosevelt Presidential Library Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation”
means the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library Foundation.
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(2) LIBRARY.—The term ‘‘Library’” means
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library
to be located in Medora, North Dakota.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD ES-
TABLISHMENT OF THE THEODORE
ROOSEVELT PRESIDENTIAL  LI-
BRARY.

(a) GRANTS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—To the extent provided
in advance in appropriations Acts and sub-
ject to paragraphs (2) through (4), the Sec-
retary may provide to the Foundation grants
in an amount not to exceed a total of
$50,000,000 for the establishment of the Li-
brary—

(A) to preserve and make available to the
public materials relating to the life of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt; and

(B) to provide interpretive and educational
services that communicate the meaning of
the life of Theodore Roosevelt.

(2) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may not provide a grant under para-
graph (1) until the date on which the Foun-
dation certifies to the Secretary that the
Foundation has received an amount equal to
not less than $100,000,000 from funds for the
Library—

(A) contributed by the State of North Da-
kota; or

(B) raised from non-Federal sources during
the period beginning on the date on which
the Foundation was established and ending
on the date of the certification.

(3) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Grant
funds provided under this subsection may
not be used for the maintenance or operation
of the Library.

(4) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection re-
quires an increase in the applicable sub-
allocation made pursuant to section 302(b) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 633(b)).

(b) FEDERAL ARTIFACTS AND OBJECTS RE-
LATING TO THEODORE ROOSEVELT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary may enter into 1 or
more agreements with the Foundation to
provide for a loan to the Foundation from
Federal agencies under the administrative
jurisdiction of the Secretary (including the
National Park Service and the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service) of historic, edu-
cational, artistic, natural, and other mu-
seum artifacts and objects, particularly arti-
facts and objects that are not on display to
the public, without monetary consideration,
subject to such terms and conditions as the
Secretary determines to be necessary for the
preservation and exhibition of the artifacts
and objects loaned to the Foundation.

(¢c) NON-FEDERAL OPERATION.—The Sec-
retary or any other Federal entity shall have
no involvement in the operation of the Li-
brary, except at the request of the non-Fed-
eral entity responsible for the operation of
the Library in accordance with applicable
laws (including regulations).

The bill (S. 675), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

Mr. HOEVEN. Madam President, I
would like to thank my colleagues for
joining me just now in—well, I had
hoped he would be here. Unfortunately,
I guess he is running a little late. So I
have to say I just have to thank my
colleague for joining me in passing this
legislation.

S. 675 authorizes Federal funding in
the use of artifacts and materials for
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library in Medora, ND.
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I want to thank Senator BLUMENTHAL
and also Senator CRAMER for cospon-
soring the legislation with me.

Our legislation will help ensure that
current and future generations of
Americans can learn from and be in-
spired by one of our Nation’s most con-
sequential Presidents—Theodore Roo-
sevelt. It builds upon our yearslong ef-
fort to establish a library.

In 2020, Congress approved our legis-
lation, enabling the Theodore Roo-
sevelt Presidential Library Foundation
to purchase 93 acres of Forest Service
land at fair market value for the li-
brary. We worked to secure rancher
support to preserve local control and
consultation on the project.

Also, we worked to protect the avail-
ability of acres for grazing, including a
commitment from the Forest Service
to reaffirm the existing Medora Graz-
ing Association agreement for a full 10-
year period.

In just days, the Theodore Roosevelt
Presidential Library is scheduled to
open. As Americans prepare to cele-
brate our Nation’s 250th anniversary,
visitors from across the country and
around the world will soon be able to
experience a library dedicated to the
life, leadership, and conservation ethic
of our Nation’s 26th President.

Few places influenced Theodore Roo-
sevelt more than North Dakota. As
President Roosevelt proudly claimed,
he would never have become President
had it not been for his time in the Da-
kota Territory. President Roosevelt
first traveled to the North Dakota Bad-
lands in 1883 to hunt bison. He returned
the following year during one of the
most difficult periods of his life, griev-
ing the loss of both his wife and his
mother on the same day—February 14,
1884.

The 3 formative years he spent em-
bracing ranching and the ‘‘strenuous
life”” helped shape the perspective and
character of a leader who would go on
to become President, a champion for
conservation, and one of the most in-
fluential figures in our Nation’s his-
tory.

It is only fitting that the Theodore
Roosevelt Presidential Library is being
built adjacent to another mnational
treasure named in his honor: Theodore
Roosevelt National Park.

Our legislation provides a common-
sense framework to support this na-
tionally significant institution. It au-
thorizes up to $50 million in Federal
funding but only after the Theodore
Roosevelt Presidential Library Foun-
dation raises twice that amount from
non-Federal sources.

It also authorizes the library founda-
tion to enter into agreements to allow
for the display of federally held arti-
facts and objects relating to Theodore
Roosevelt to be displayed and shared
with the public.

This legislation is consistent with
similar support provided by Congress
for the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum in Springfield, IL.
Congress recognized then that pre-
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serving the history and legacy of Presi-
dent Lincoln was a national priority,
and the same is true today for Presi-
dent Roosevelt.

The central values of Theodore Roo-
sevelt’s life—leadership, citizenship,
and conservation—continue to inspire
Americans today. His life reminds us
that challenges can be transformed
into opportunities and that places and
people often shape great leaders around
them.

As the Theodore Roosevelt Presi-
dential Library prepares to welcome its
first visitors, we have the opportunity
today to reaffirm our commitment to
preserving that legacy for generations
to come.

With that, I again thank my col-
leagues for agreeing to pass this legis-
lation today.

I yield the floor.

———

218T CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING
ACT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts.
H.R. 6644

Ms. WARREN. Madam President, I
rise today in support of the 21st Cen-
tury ROAD to Housing Act. We are
closer than ever to passing the biggest
housing bill since 1990, when the aver-
age price of a home in America sold for
$150,000. Today, 36 years later, the aver-
age home is selling for over $500,000.

The American dream of home owner-
ship is now out of reach for millions of
families. The median age of a first-
time home buyer is now at an alltime
high, and it is no secret why this has
happened. Our Nation has a shortage of
millions of homes.

And our housing crisis doesn’t just
affect the opportunity to buy a home.
Americans can’t afford to rent either.
More than a million evictions were
filed just last year, and, meanwhile,
private equity has swooped in to outbid
families for homes and then turn
around and jack up the rent on ten-
ants.

Congress has been sitting on its
hands for decades as multiple genera-
tions of Americans have seen their
dreams of home ownership slip out of
reach, while Wall Street rakes in the
profits.

It is no wonder that, when you ask
Americans why they don’t like politics
or why they don’t trust Congress, they
will often say something like: It just
all feels like it is rigged.

Yes, the system is broken, and I have
been ringing the alarm bell about this
for years. But, today, Congress is tak-
ing a big step toward fixing it.

The bill we are passing today sends a
clear message to every American strug-
gling to find a place they can afford.
Elected leaders understand the problem
and are actually doing something to
try to solve it.

This bill acknowledges that outdated
regulations and rules have gotten in
the way of building more housing and
building it fast. It represents an over-
whelming bipartisan consensus that we
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should use the power of the Federal
Government to encourage communities
to build more housing and to repair the
housing we already have. For the first
time ever, this bill will stop private eq-
uity from buying up single-family
homes. Wow.

You know, I have been speaking up
for years about how private equity has
come in and just taken over industry
after industry after industry, stripping
it for parts and running those busi-
nesses into the ground. Congress has
never before held private equity ac-
countable for anything. Today, that
changes. No longer will private equity
firms come in with an all-cash offer to
snap up a house while a family loses
out on their dream.

Today’s vote proves that it is pos-
sible to find bipartisan common ground
on legislation that actually helps the
American people. Importantly, it
proves that Dbipartisan legislation
doesn’t have to be the weakest, most
milquetoast agreement that doesn’t of-
fend anyone or do too much to help
anyone either. It proves that we can
legislate by taking really good ideas
from every member of the Banking
Committee—Democrats and Repub-
licans—from across the Senate, from
across the House, from mayors and
local governments, from housing ex-
perts and advocates, and instead of just
beating each other down to strip out
anything that anybody in that group
doesn’t like, we add in even more good
ideas until we have the biggest housing
bill in more than 30 years.

I don’t say this a lot, but today, I am
proud to be a Member of the U.S. Sen-
ate. Today, we are doing something
that will make a real difference in peo-
ple’s lives.

I am grateful to the chairman of the
Banking Committee, who led us in this
effort and who kept us on task at all
times. If it would help families, he said
he was for it, and he helped make that
happen. I am grateful for that.

You know, I just want us all to re-
member that this housing bill is big,
but our housing prices are even bigger.
We have more work to do, and I hope
that today’s vote is only the first of
many votes to follow to continue our
efforts to lower the cost of housing all
across America. Let’s get this done.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent to speak for up to 5 minutes
prior to the scheduled vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, I thank the ranking
member for her kind comments and for
her hard work on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

People oftentimes ask the question:
Is there anything that is not broken in
the Nation’s Capital?

I will tell the Presiding Officer, as a
great member of the Banking Com-
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mittee herself, that the answer is that
there are some things that are not bro-
ken to the point they cannot be fixed
in the Nation’s Capital. One of those
things is our ability to not think left
or right, blue or red, Black or White,
rich or poor; it is to think about and
focus on the journey many of us have
taken to become U.S. Senators.

The fact of the matter is that I grew
up in the Deep South, in South Caro-
lina, in a little place called North
Charleston. Without any question, hav-
ing grown up in a single-parent house-
hold mired in poverty, the issue of
housing is particularly interesting to
me.

I remember when my parents were di-
vorced, my brother, my mother, and I
shared a bedroom and a bed for years in
a little 700-square foot, rented unit by
my grandparents. I will tell you that
the American dream just seemed out of
reach for so many in my neighbor-
hood—-certainly for those of us living
on Meeting Street Road, which was a
dirt road during those times.

Later, my mother was able to afford
a small apartment that was 600 square
feet or so, and my brother and I had
the pleasure of having our own room
that was separated from my mother’s.
That is what I called a blessing from
the God, the King of Kings himself—
without any question.

But my mother and my grandparents
taught me something very powerful
and necessary. They taught me faith in
the Lord, perseverance through hard
times, and opportunity. Those three to-
gether can transform the hardest of
hard circumstances, and that belief has
guided my work on this very important
issue of housing.

Young people today are feeling in a
similar fashion that I did then in that
they are delaying marriage, they are
delaying having kids, they are delaying
putting down roots—not because they
lack ambition but because housing
prices are too darned high and housing
supply is too low. Rent is too high,
starter homes are too hard to find, and
the American dream slips further and
further away for far too many.

Mr. FETTERMAN. Katie, whoo!

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Even
the Senator from Pennsylvania is so
excited that he had to recognize the
Presiding Officer. I will simply say
that the 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act even gets the junior Senator from
Pennsylvania’s vote. You may ask
yourself, why is that the case? I have
four really important reasons that is
truly the case.

First, it is because we cut redtape,
and when you cut redtape, you actually
reduce the cost of housing.

Second, it unlocks the housing sup-
ply. When you put more housing supply
on the market, more people have a
chance to become a first-time home
buyer. Today—today—today—the first-
time home buyer is 40 years old. It is
just too old.

Our bill protects taxpayers. Some
have asked the question, how does this
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make housing more affordable? I want
to highlight two provisions—one that
the ranking member talked about,
which is what President Trump said
during his State of the Union. It is sim-
ple: Houses should be for people and
not for corporations. We make it easier
for people to have access to housing be-
cause of the provision that President
Trump placed in this legislation.

Now, why are there Republicans who
disagree with the President on this
one? I don’t know. You will have to ask
those Republicans.

JOHN KENNEDY and the ranking mem-
ber have a piece of legislation that we
embedded in this bill that simply says
something that is remarkable from
Congress, remarkable from the Senate,
and that is, frankly, common sense to
everybody outside of Washington, DC:
If you build more housing, you should
get more incentives. If you don’t build
more housing, you should lose those in-
centives, and they should go to the
places where they are building more
housing. Yes, I recognize this is com-
mon sense everywhere but here.

Finally, I will say that the House of
Representatives did a fine job of em-
bedding in this housing legislation im-
portant priorities that I believe will
make housing more affordable, more
accessible, and, frankly, that will help
banks—community banks, which are
the primary places you go for a mort-
gage—be more engaged in this process.
Once again, this was a bipartisan, bi-
cameral issue to do the work of the
people.

I will close with this because I know
my 5 minutes is nearly up. If we would
just focus on the American people and
listen when they speak, we would re-
member two things: No. 1, they hire us,
and we work for them. No. 2, like E.F.
Hutton—the Presiding Officer is too
young to know who he is—when E.F.
Hutton speaks, we ought to listen. Our
E.F. Hutton is called the American
people, and when we listen, we bring
this Nation closer together.

Public service should not be about
those of us in public service; it should
be about the journey we took. For me,
that is as a kid born into poverty to a
great mother who believed in faith,
perseverance, and opportunity. If we do
our part, more Xkids today who are
being raised in similar situations and
circumstances that I was might have
hope in the American dream.

Somewhere, you can read faith, hope,
and love. Hope is not a bad second
place, though. Let’s provide more hope
and more results for more Americans
by simply doing the right thing.

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent to withdraw Thune amend-
ment No. 5824.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON MOTION TO CONCUR

The question occurs on the motion to
concur with an amendment.

The yeas were previously ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. CURTIS),the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from West Virginia
(Mr. JUSTICE), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), and the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM) would have voted ‘‘yea’ and the
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY), the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. SLOTKIN), and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) are
necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 5, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 182 Leg.]

YEAS—85
Alsobrooks Gillibrand Ossoff
Armstrong Grassley Padilla
Baldwin Hagerty Peters
Banks Hassan Reed
Barrasso Hawley Ricketts
Blackburn Heinrich Risch
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Blunt Rochester  Hirono Rounds
Booker Hoeven Sanders
Boozman Husted Schatz
Britt Hyde-Smith .
Budd Kaine Schiff
Cantwell Kelly Schmitt
Capito Kennedy Schumer
Cassidy Kim Scott (SC)
Collins King Shaheen
Coons Klobuchar Sheehy
Cornyn Lankford Smith
Cortez Masto Lujan Sullivan
Cotton Lummis Thune
Cramer Markey Tillis
Crapo Marshall Van Hollen
Daines McCormick Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Moody Warren
Ernst Moran Welch
Fetterman Moreno ;
Fischer Murkowski g;(gz;r
Gallego Murphy

NAYS—5
Johnson Paul Tuberville
Lee Scott (FL)

NOT VOTING—10

Bennet Justice Whitehouse
Cruz McConnell Young
Curtis Murray
Graham Slotkin

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table.

The majority leader.

—————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 780.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of John George
Edward Marck, of Texas, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Texas.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 780, John
George Edward Marck, of Texas, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim
Scott of South Carolina, Bernie
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley,
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 777.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the nomination of Michael J.
Hendershot, of Ohio, to be TUnited
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Ohio.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 777, Mi-
chael J. Hendershot, of Ohio, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim
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Scott of South Carolina, Bernie
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley,
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 778.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the nomination of Arthur Roberts
Jones, of Texas, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Texas.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 778, Arthur
Roberts Jones, of Texas, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern District of
Texas.

John Thune, Tim Sheehy, John Barrasso,
Ashley Moody, James Lankford, Todd
Young, Ted Budd, Pete Ricketts, Jon
Husted, Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, Tim
Scott of South Carolina, Bernie
Moreno, John Cornyn, Chuck Grassley,
James C. Justice, Eric Schmitt.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Presi-
dent, on June 17, 2026, I missed the fol-
lowing vote, but had I been present, I
would have voted yea on rollcall vote
No. 179, on the motion to discharge
from the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee S. Res. 616.



June 22, 2026

On June 18, 2026, I missed the fol-
lowing vote, but had I been present, I
would have voted yea on rollcall vote
No. 180, on the cloture motion on the
motion to concur in the House Amend-
ment to the Senate Amendment to
H.R. 6644 with an amendment.

On June 18, 2026, I missed the fol-
lowing vote, but had I been present, I
would have voted no on rollcall vote
No. 181, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 763, George Holding, to be
U.S. Director of the European Bank for
Construction and Development.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO WALTER BREUNING

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I
have the honor to recognize American
supercentenarian Walter Breuning.

Walter Breuning was a long-time
Montanan and has dedicated tremen-
dous work during the development of
American history. In 1913, Walter
joined the Great Northern Railway, a
transcontinental railroad that pro-
foundly shaped Montana’s history by
establishing towns, fueling agriculture,
and driving tourism. Walter continued
to work there after moving to Montana
until he was 66 years old. Additionally,
Walter enlisted to the U.S. military
during World War I and was a Free-
mason and a member of Great Falls
Lodge No. 118 for over 85 years.

Outside of his professional career,
many other parts of his life touched
back to Montana. After moving to
Montana in 1918 to continue work with
the Great Northern Railway, Walter
met Agnes Twokey, a telegraph oper-
ator from Butte. Walter was married to
Agnes from 1922 until her death in 1957.

In his later years, Walter lived at the
Rainbow Retirement and Assisted Liv-
ing Center in Great Falls. Walter lived
for 114 years and 205 days and was, up
to the time of his death, the oldest liv-
ing man in the world.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Walter Bruening for his outstanding
milestone achievement, his loyalty to
Montana, and life-long contributions to
critical transportation infrastructure
in Montana and throughout our Na-
tion.e

——
REMEMBERING MARTHA ZOLLER

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I join in
mourning Martha Zoller and send my
deepest condolences to Martha’s hus-
band Lin, to her children and grand-
children, and to all who knew and
loved her.

Martha was a respected stalwart of
Georgia’s civic community, an accom-
plished broadcaster, and a formidable
activist. Whether on her radio show at
WDUN, advising elected officials, run-
ning for Congress herself, or serving on
the State board of education, Martha
dedicated her life to service, family,
and faith and will be deeply missed by
all her life touched.
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May Martha’s memory be a blessing.e®

PRIVILEGED NOMINATIONS
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

On request by Senator JEANNE SHA-
HEEN, under the authority of S. Res.
116, 112th Congress, the following nomi-
nation was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations: Katherine
Bowles, of Alabama, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (Legislative Af-
fairs), vice Naz Durakoglu, resigned.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3941. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Administration for
Children and Families, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Reducing Bureaucracy and Burden for
Human Services and Emergency Response
Programs-Repatriation Program” (RIN0970—
AD40) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on June 17, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3942. A communication from the Regu-
lations Writer, Social Security Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Penalty Inflation Ad-
justments for Civil Monetary Penalties”
(RIN0960-AI72) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on June 17, 2026; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-3943. A communication from the Chair,
Medicare Payment Advisory Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘““‘June 2026 Report to the Congress:
Medicare and the Health Care Delivery Sys-
tem’’; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3944. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulatory Oversight and Manage-
ment, Veterans Benefits Administration, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Implementing Regulation for National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA): Environ-
mental Effects of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Actions” (RIN2900-AS33) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 17, 2026; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

EC-3945. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Regulatory Oversight and Manage-
ment, Veterans Benefits Administration, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Grants for the Rural Veterans Coordination
Pilot; Rescission’” (RIN2900-AST76) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 17, 2026; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

EC-3946. A communication from the Senior
Counsel, Legal Division, Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Equal
Credit Opportunity (Regulation B); Special
Purpose Credit Programs; Rescission” re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 17, 2026; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-3947. A communication from the Chair
of the Appraisal Subcommittee, Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Appraisal
Subcommittee’s 20256 Annual Report; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.
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EC-3948. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief of the Regulatory Management
Division, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“‘Resin Acids, Esters with
Glycerol in Pesticide Formulations; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement for a Tolerance’
(FRL No. 13403-01-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on June
17, 2026; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-3949. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief of the Regulatory Management
Division, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘“Air Plan Approval; Oregon;
Update to Materials Incorporated by Ref-
erence” (FRL No. 13248-01-R10) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 17, 2026; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3950. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief of the Regulatory Management
Division, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Technical Amendments to
the EPCRA Hazardous Chemical Inventory
Reporting Requirements to Conform to the
2024 OSHA Hazard Communication Stand-
ard” (FRL No. 12698-06-OLEM) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 17, 2026; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3951. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Administration for Na-
tive Americans, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reducing
Bureaucracy and Burden for Native Amer-
ican Programs’ (RIN0970-AD36) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
June 17, 2026; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CASSIDY, from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 1782. A bill to prohibit discrimination on
the basis of mental or physical disability in
cases of organ transplants.

By Mr. CASSIDY, from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment:

S. 3799. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Healthy Start
Initiative.

By Mr. CASSIDY, from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 4109. A bill to reauthorize the Stem Cell
Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005, and
for other purposes.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 4846. A Dbill to amend the United States-
Mexico Transboundary Aquifer Assessment
Act to reauthorize the United States-Mexico
transboundary aquifer assessment program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. KIM,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and
Mr. LUJAN):
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S. 4847. A bill to establish a Summer for
All program through summer enrichment ex-
pansion grants and summer programming
State grants, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 4848. A Dbill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to improve assistance for socially disadvan-
taged farmers and ranchers and veteran
farmers and ranchers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
SCHIFF):

S. 4849. A bill to authorize funding for elec-
tion security grants for fiscal years 2026,
2027, and 2028, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. CRrUZ, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE):

S. 4850. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to adjust thresholds relating to
jurisdiction for inflation; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HOEVEN:

S. 4851. A Dbill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to establish State assistance for
soil health and wildlife habitat, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. 4852. A bill to amend the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to make
fertilizer storage facilities eligible for farm
storage facility loans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself and Mrs.
GILLIBRAND):

S. 4853. A Dbill to amend the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 to modify the BARD Fund,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MERKLEY:

S. Res. 782. A resolution recognizing the
importance of pollinators to ecosystem
health and agriculture in the United States
by designating June 22 through June 28, 2026,
as ‘‘National Pollinator Week’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. Res. 783. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of June 11, 2026, as ‘‘Anti-
Illicit Trade Awareness Day’’; considered and
agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 494

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
494, a bill to establish a national plan
to coordinate research on epilepsy, and
for other purposes.

S. 1459

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. JUSTICE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1459, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
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prove the historic rehabilitation tax
credit, and for other purposes.
S. 1541
At the request of Mr. KELLY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mrs.
MooDY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1541, a bill to support the national de-
fense and economic security of the
United States by supporting vessels,
ports, and shipyards of the TUnited
States and the U.S. maritime work-
force.
S. 2120
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) and the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. KiM) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2120, a bill to
amend the Older Americans Act of 1965
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
years 2026 through 2030, and for other
purposes.
S. 2195
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2195, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively,
to the brave women who served in
World War II as members of the U.S.
Army Nurse Corps and U.S. Navy Nurse
Corps.
S. 2448
At the request of Mr. KELLY, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2448, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve dependent cov-
erage under the TRICARE Young Adult
Program.
S. 2667
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2667, a bill to prevent violence in
the West Bank and authorize the impo-
sition of sanctions with respect to any
foreign person endangering TUnited
States national security and under-
mining prospects for a two-state solu-
tion by committing illegal violent
acts.
S. 2808
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
HUSTED) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2808, a bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to publish a report on the
fertilizer industry, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2047
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) and the Sen-
ator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2947, a bill to
establish a Federal Clearinghouse on
Safety and Best Practices for Nonprofit
Organizations, Faith-based Organiza-
tions, and Houses of Worship within
the Department of Homeland Security,
and for other purposes.
S. 3697
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
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sor of S. 3697, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
prohibit the approval of new abortion
drugs, to prohibit investigational use
exemptions for abortion drugs, and to
impose additional regulatory require-
ments with respect to previously ap-
proved abortion drugs, and for other
purposes.
S. 3885
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3885, a bill to provide for up-
dates to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration type certification process to
support development of new and novel
technologies, and for other purposes.
S. 3940
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3940, a bill to amend the
Community Development Banking and
Financial Institutions Act of 1994 to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
testify before Congress, and for other
purposes.
S. 4197
At the request of Mr. CRAMER, the
names of the Senator from Florida
(Mrs. MooDY) and the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4197, a bill to require
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to es-
tablish a program under which the Sec-
retary shall award grants to certain
State entities to expand access to
structured outdoor recreation pro-
grams for veterans that enhance vet-
eran wellness, and for other purposes.
S. 4464
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4464, a bill to amend the Federal
Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry
Products Inspection Act to ensure that
consumers can make informed deci-
sions in choosing between meat and
poultry products and cell-cultivated
protein products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4618
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4618, a bill to effectively
staff the high-need public elementary
schools and secondary schools of the
United States with school-based men-
tal health services providers.
S. 4791
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4791, a bill to abolish the Anti-
Weaponization Fund, and for other pur-
poses.
S.J. RES. 43
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 43, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States re-
lating to contributions and expendi-
tures intended to affect elections.
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S.J. RES. 196

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) Wwere
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 196, a
joint resolution providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of Edu-
cation relating to ‘‘Reimagining and
Improving Student Education-Federal
Student Loan Program Final Regula-
tions”’.

S.J. RES. 197

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 197, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services of the Department of
Health and Human Services relating to
“Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, HHS Notice of Benefit and
Payment Parameters for 2027; and
Basic Health Program’.

AMENDMENT NO. 5844

At the request of Mr. KiM, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5844 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4784, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 5846

At the request of Mr. KiM, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5846 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4784, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 782—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
POLLINATORS TO ECOSYSTEM
HEALTH AND AGRICULTURE IN
THE UNITED STATES BY DESIG-
NATING JUNE 22 THROUGH JUNE
28, 2026, AS “NATIONAL POLLI-
NATOR WEEK”

Mr. MERKLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works:

S. RES. 782

Whereas pollinators like native bees, but-
terflies and moths, birds and bats, and bee-
tles play a vital role in agriculture through-
out the United States and help produce a
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healthy and affordable food supply while also
maintaining the health and diversity of eco-
systems;

Whereas various native pollinator species
help reproduce at least 80 percent of flow-
ering plants, making pollinators indispen-
sable for sustaining the biodiversity of nat-
ural ecosystems;

Whereas enhancing native pollinator and
honey bee populations can result in im-
proved and essential pollination services for
neighboring land, including agriculture and
wildlife ecosystems;

Whereas it is in the strong economic inter-
est of agricultural producers and consumers
in the United States to help ensure healthy,
sustainable pollinator populations, as polli-
nators add more than $18,000,000,000 in rev-
enue to crop production in the United States
each year, including more than 100 crops
that either need or benefit from native polli-
nators;

Whereas pollinators also contribute to
clean air and water, stable soil, and a diver-
sity of wildlife needed for healthy and pro-
ductive natural ecosystems;

Whereas a number of North American bum-
ble bees are threatened or endangered, while
iconic species like the Western monarch but-
terfly have declined by 99 percent due to
dwindling habitat, disease, and other
threats;

Whereas the Western monarch butterfly
population has significantly declined from
nearly 10,000,000 butterflies in the 1980s to
fewer than 2,000 butterflies in 2020, and the
population of this iconic species remains per-
ilously small and vulnerable to yearly fluc-
tuations, prompting the monarch butterfly
to be proposed as threatened;

Whereas more than 70 native pollinator
species are listed by the Federal Government
as threatened or endangered, with the rusty
patched bumble bee, the Powesheik
skipperling, and the Dakota skipper listed
within the past decade; and

Whereas declines in the health and popu-
lation of native pollinators potentially pose
a substantial threat to global food webs, eco-
logical diversity, and human health: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
June 22 through June 28, 2026, as ‘‘National
Pollinator Week’’;

(2) acknowledges the significance that all
types of pollinators play in sustaining agri-
culture, promoting biodiversity, and main-
taining the overall health of natural eco-
systems;

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Pollinator Week
with appropriate ceremonies and conserva-
tion and educational activities; and

(4) intends to—

(A) continue working to conserve native
pollinator species and their various habitats;
and

(B) work to improve the overall under-
standing of the importance of native polli-
nators.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 783—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 11, 2026,
AS “ANTI-ILLICIT TRADE
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 783

Whereas, on June 11, 1782, Alexander Ham-
ilton set a manifest requirement for ships to
list exports to address illegal smuggling and
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trade fraud as part of his broader efforts to
protect the economy of the United States
against illicit trade;

Whereas illicit trade—

(1) consists not only of the movement of
inherently illegal products, such as the traf-
ficking of drugs, deadly fentanyl, fake medi-
cines, firearms, illicit cigarettes, humans, il-
legal gold, endangered wildlife parts, cul-
tural artifacts, counterfeit goods, and other
contraband, but also the movement of prod-
ucts that are not inherently illicit but vio-
late regulatory frameworks, such as diver-
sion to unintended markets and commission
of customs fraud, including tariff evasion,
smuggling, misclassification, undervalu-
ation, transshipment to disguise the true
country of origin, and contravention of la-
beling, safety, and handling requirements;

(2) is not currently recognized in all of its
various forms, nor in its pervasiveness and
severity;

(3) is a multi-trillion-dollar global illegal
economy that has numerous threat-multi-
plying effects, supports and expands
criminalized markets, and corrodes the rule
of law, good governance, and the integrity of
global supply chains;

(4) poses a significant national security
threat as one of the most prominent and per-
nicious forms of transnational crimes facing
the United States and allies of the United
States given its detrimental impact on the
competitiveness of the United States, legiti-
mate markets, public trust, and the health
and safety of citizens and its financing of
criminal enterprises;

(5) fuels corruption and money laundering
(including trade-based money laundering)
that finance greater crime convergence, in-
security, instability, and violence in all cor-
ners of the globe;

(6) contributes to human trafficking,
forced labor, modern slavery, child
sextortion, and exploitation through phys-
ical intimidation, coercion, deception, or
fraud;

(7) is significantly facilitated by the pro-
liferation of unregulated free trade zones
that act as hubs of illicit trade and put the
economic and physical security of the com-
munities within which they operate at great
risk;

(8) is leveraged by maligned state actors
who thwart the national interests of the
United States and allies of the United States
by infusing markets with dangerous illicit
products such as fentanyl and use proceeds
from such illicit trade to destabilize the de-
veloped world, fund violent conflicts, and en-
able insecure commerce streams to thrive;
and

(9) is becoming more pervasive as global
connectivity and supply chains expand and
Belt and Road Initiative infrastructure
projects increase in number and scale;

Whereas recognizing illicit trade nation-
ally is consistent with the ‘“America First
Trade Policy” of the administration of Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump and will highlight and
support the work of the cross-agency Trade
Fraud Task Force and Homeland Security
Task Forces of the Department of Justice
and the Department of Homeland Security;

Whereas trade fraud deprives the Federal
Government of billions of dollars annually,
and a single transshipment investigation in
2025 uncovered more than $400,000,000 in duty
evasion;

Whereas the International Coalition
Against Illicit Economies has estimated that
the global illegal economy may be 1 of the
top 5 economies in the world, behind the
gross domestic product economies of the
United States, at $31,800,000,000,000, and
China, at $18,700,000,000,000, with a projected
economic value of between $3,000,000,000,000
and $5,000,000,000,000;
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Whereas the International Monetary Fund
and the United Nations have also estimated
that money laundered annually from illicit
economic trade is between 2 and 5 percent of
global gross domestic product, or up to
$6,000,000,000,000, as of 2025;

Whereas numerous international organiza-
tions recognize that the global illicit drug
trade generates hundreds of billions of dol-
lars per year;

Whereas the 2024 Global Report of the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
noted a 25 percent increase in the number of
trafficked victims in 2023 from 2022 data, and
the Department of State estimates that at
least 27,000,000 people were exploited for
labor, services, and sexual slavery in 2024;

Whereas the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development has high-
lighted the global trade in counterfeit and
pirated products at approximately
$467,000,000,000, or 2.3 percent of total global
imports;

Whereas INTERPOL and the United Na-
tions Environment Programme have esti-
mated the cost from an array of environ-
mental crimes at more than $250,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas the World Health Organization es-
timated the size of the global illicit ciga-
rette market to be 11.6 percent of the global
cigarette market in 2024 (or 657,000,000,000
cigarettes per year and approximately
$40,500,000,000 in lost revenue globally);

Whereas the Hubs of Illicit Trade Project
at George Mason University has noted how
criminals, counterfeiters, bad actors, illicit
threat networks, and money launderers are
reaping hundreds of billions of dollars in
profit every year from criminality across
critical hubs of illicit trade, global supply
chains, and the digital world; and

Whereas public-private partnerships, pub-
lic education, and general awareness of il-
licit trade are critically needed—

(1) to recognize the many forms of illicit
trade;

(2) to understand the global scale and det-
rimental impacts of illicit trade on the
United States and the international commu-
nity;

(3) to encourage the public to
incidences of illicit trade; and

report

(4) to arm the Federal Government with
the tools, legal authorities, and financial re-
sources necessary to investigate, disrupt,
and dismantle transnational illicit networks
and their complicit enablers: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
June 11, 2026, as ‘‘Anti-Illicit Trade Aware-
ness Day’’ to combat illicit trade in all
criminal manifestations every day thereafter
in the calendar year;

(2) supports the elevation of illicit trade
and related illicit finance to national secu-
rity priorities and the full integration of
countering such illicit trade into the na-
tional security strategies of the United
States to enhance this multi-dimensional
criminal threat through coordinated execu-
tive agency actions;

(3) supports financial intelligence sharing
on trade-based money laundering, integrated
intelligence fusion centers to more com-
prehensively combat illicit trade, and a sus-
tained global network of trade transparency
units to combat cross-border flows of illicit
goods and illicit financial flows; and

(4) continues to advance coordinated
whole-of-government and whole-of-society
approaches to combating illicit trade.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5887. Mr. TILLIS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5888. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. LUJAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5889. Mr. KIM submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5890. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS (for
himself, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. SHEEHY, and
Mr. PADILLA)) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by Mr. Thune to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5891. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS (for
himself and Mr. MERKLEY)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by Mr.
Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5892. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5893. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS (for
himself and Mr. MERKLEY)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by Mr.
Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5894. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS (for
himself and Ms. ROSEN)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by Mr.
Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5895. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5896. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS (for
himself and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO)) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
Mr. Thune to the bill S. 4784, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5897. Mr. HOEVEN proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 675, to contribute funds
and artifacts to the Theodore Roosevelt
Presidential Library in Medora, North Da-
kota.

SA 5898. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2027 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 5899. Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5900. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5901. Mr. MCCORMICK (for himself and
Mr. FETTERMAN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5902. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5887. Mr. TILLIS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230. UNITED STATES SENATE
SERVER GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the Senate a group of Senators to ad-
dress and advise on matters relating to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, to be
known as the ‘‘Senate NATO Observer
Group”’.

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Senate
server Group shall—

(1) serve as a forum for addressing matters
relating to the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization that fall within the jurisdictions of
2 or more committees of the Senate;

(2) advise the Senate on issues relating to
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, in-
cluding North Atlantic Treaty Organization
enlargement; and

(3) with respect to any matter involving
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and
the United States Government, particularly
during negotiations on North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization enlargement, engage in close
interactions between and among the execu-
tive branch, the Senate, the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, any other member
country of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, and any country that is a candidate
for membership in the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

(¢) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning in the 120th
Congress, not later than 60 days after the
date on which of the first session of each
Congress convenes, the majority leader and
the minority leader of the Senate shall each
appoint to the Senate NATO Observer Group
not more than 7 Senators.

(2) Co-CHAIRS.—Of the members appointed
under paragraph (1), the majority leader and
the minority leader of the Senate shall each
appoint 1 co-chairperson of the Senate NATO
Observer Group.

(3) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS.—The Senate
NATO Observer Group shall include, as ex
officio members, the chair and ranking mem-
ber of each of the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations, the Committee on Armed Services,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

(d) Use OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES.—Begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the co-chairs of the Senate NATO Ob-
server Group are authorized to use funds in
accordance with the provisions of law relat-
ing to foreign currencies, as codified in sec-
tion 1754 of title 22, United States Code, for
activities critical to carrying out the func-
tions of the Senate NATO Observer Group.

(e) REPORT.—Not less frequently than an-
nually, the Senate NATO Observer Group
shall submit to the majority leader and mi-
nority leader of the Senate and the chair-
person and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate a
report on the activities undertaken by the
Senate NATO Observer Group during the pre-
ceding fiscal year, including with respect to
travel, legislative efforts, and public diplo-
macy initiatives.

SA 5888. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for her-
self and Mr. LUJAN) submitted an

NATO OB-

NATO Ob-
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amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . FEDERAL CARJACKING ENFORCE-
MENT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Federal Carjacking Enforce-
ment Act”’.

(b) MOTOR VEHICLES.—Section 2119 of title
18, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘, with the intent to cause death
or serious bodily harm’ and inserting
“knowingly’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘both,”
and inserting ‘‘both;’’;

(3) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘(2) be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than 25 years, or both, if—

‘““(A) the person taking, or attempting to
take, the motor vehicle—

‘(i) does so with the intent to cause death
or serious bodily harm; or

‘‘(ii) brandishes or discharges a firearm (as
defined in section 921) during or in relation
to such taking or attempted taking; and

‘““(B) serious bodily injury (as defined in
section 1365, including any conduct that, if
the conduct occurred in the special maritime
and territorial jurisdiction of the United
States, would violate section 2241 or 2242) re-
sults; and’’; and

(4) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘if death
results,” and inserting ‘‘if the person taking,
or attempting to take, the motor vehicle
does so with the intent to cause death or se-
rious bodily harm, and death results,”’.

SA 5889. Mr. KIM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . RESOURCES TO IMPLEMENT DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE POLICY ON CI-
VILIAN HARM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall—

(1) designate within each component speci-
fied in subsection (b) an official responsible
for—

(A) implementing and overseeing the im-
plementation of Department of Defense In-
struction 3000.17, which was issued pursuant
to section 936 of the John S. McCain Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 134
note); and

(B) implementing and overseeing the im-
plementation of all other policies of the De-
partment of Defense on the protection of ci-
vilians and civilian harm mitigation and re-
sponse, consistent with the laws of war; and

(2) take all necessary steps to maintain
within the Civilian Protection Center of Ex-
cellence sufficient staff to carry out the pur-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

poses of the Center set forth in section 184(b)
of title 10, United States Code, and Depart-
ment of Defense Instruction 3000.17.

(b) COMPONENTS SPECIFIED.—The compo-
nents specified in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) The Joint Staff.

(2) The United States Central Command.

(3) The United States Africa Command.

(4) The United States Special Operations
Command.

(5) The United States European Command.

(6) The United States Southern Command.

(7) The United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand.

(8) The United States Northern Command.

SA 5890. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS
(for himself, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
SHEEHY, and Mr. PADILLA)) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 4784, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION E—FIX OUR FORESTS ACT
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘“Fix Our
Forests Act’.

SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) END WATER USER.—The term ‘‘end water
user’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 303(a) of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6542(a)).

(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Exec-
utive Director’” means the Executive Direc-
tor of the Wildland Fire Intelligence Center
appointed under section 5102(g).

(3) FIRESHED.—The term ‘‘fireshed’” means
a landscape-scale area, as delineated using
methods developed through research con-
ducted by the Forest Service, that represents
similar source levels of community exposure
to wildfire.

(4) FIRESHED MANAGEMENT AREA.—The term
‘“‘fireshed management area’ means a
fireshed management area designated under
section 5101(a).

(5) FIRESHED MANAGEMENT PROJECT.—The
term ‘‘fireshed management project’’ means
any of the following forest or vegetation
management activities:

(A) A hazardous fuels management activ-
ity.

(B) Creating a fuel break or fire break.

(C) Removing hazard trees, dead trees, or
dying trees, as determined by a certified or
licensed arborist or forester under the super-
vision of the Secretary concerned.

(D) Developing, approving, or conducting
routine maintenance under—

(i) a vegetation management, facility in-
spection, and operation and maintenance
plan under subsection (c) of section 512 of the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1772); or

(ii) an agreement under subsection (d)(1) of
that section (43 U.S.C. 1772).

(E) Removing trees to address over-
stocking or crowding in a forest stand, con-
sistent with achieving the appropriate basal
area of the forest stand, as determined by a
responsible official.

(F) Using treatments to address insects or
disease or to control vegetation competition
or invasive species.
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(G) A wet-meadow, floodplain, or riparian
restoration activity that increases wildfire
resistance.

(H) A forest stand improvement activity
necessary to protect life and property from
catastrophic wildfire, as determined by a re-
sponsible official.

(I) Any combination of activities described
in this paragraph.

(6) FIRESHED REGISTRY.—The term
“Fireshed Registry’”’ means the registry es-
tablished under section 5103(a).

(7) FOREST PLAN.—The term ‘‘forest plan’’
means—

(A) a land use plan prepared by the Bureau
of Land Management for public land pursu-
ant to section 202 of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712);

(B) a land management plan prepared by
the Forest Service for a unit of the National
Forest System pursuant to section 6 of the
Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604); and

(C) a forest management plan (as defined
in section 304 of the National Indian Forest
Resources Management Act (256 U.S.C. 3103))
with respect to Indian forest land or range-
land.

(8) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘‘Governor”’
means the Governor or other appropriate ex-
ecutive official of—

(A) a State; or

(B) an Indian Tribe.

(9) HAZARDOUS FUELS MANAGEMENT ACTIV-
ITY.—The term ‘‘hazardous fuels manage-
ment activity” means a vegetation manage-
ment activity, or any combination of such
activities, that reduces the risk of wildfire,
including mechanical thinning, mastication,
prescribed burning, cultural burning (as de-
termined by an Indian Tribe), timber har-
vest, and grazing.

(10) HFRA TERMS.—The terms ‘‘at-risk
community’”’, ‘‘community wildfire protec-
tion plan’, and ‘“‘wildland-urban interface”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 101 of the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6511).

(11) INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND.—
The term ‘‘Indian forest land or rangeland”
means—

(A) land that—

(i) is held in trust, or subject to a restric-
tion against alienation, by the United States
for an Indian Tribe or a member of an Indian
Tribe; and

(ii)(I) is Indian forest land (as defined in
section 304 of the National Indian Forest Re-
sources Management Act (25 U.S.C. 3103)); or

(IT)(aa) has a cover of grasses, brush, or
any similar vegetation; or

(bb) formerly had a forest cover or vegeta-
tive cover that is capable of restoration; and

(B) land that—

(i) is in the State of Alaska and held by an
Alaskan Native Corporation pursuant to the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.); and

(ii)(I) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any
similar vegetation; or

(IT) formerly had a forest cover or vegeta-
tive cover that is capable of restoration.

(12) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian
Tribe” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304).

(13) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The term
‘““National Forest System’ has the meaning
given the term in section 11(a) of the Forest
and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)).

(14) PUBLIC LAND.—The term ‘‘public land”’
means—

(A) public lands (as defined in section 103 of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702));
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(B) the land reconveyed to the United
States pursuant to the first section of the
Act of February 26, 1919 (40 Stat. 1179, chap-
ter 47) (commonly known as ‘‘Coos Bay
Wagon Road Grant lands’’) under the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Interior; and

(C) the land revested in the United States
by the Act of June 9, 1916 (39 Stat. 218, chap-
ter 137) (commonly known as ‘‘Oregon and
California Railroad Grant lands’’) under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior.

(15) RELEVANT COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—
The term ‘‘relevant committees of Congress’’
means—

(A) in the Senate—

(i) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry;

(ii) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources;

(iii) the Committee on Indian Affairs; and

(iv) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs; and

(B) in the House of Representatives—

(i) the Committee on Agriculture; and

(ii) the Committee on Natural Resources.

(16) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means—

(A) the Secretary; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

(17) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(18) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The
‘““‘Secretary concerned’ means—

(A) the Secretary, with respect to National
Forest System land; and

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to public land.

(19) SPECIAL DISTRICT.—The term ‘‘special
district” means a political subdivision of a
State that—

(A) has significant budgetary autonomy or
control;

(B) was established by, or pursuant to, the
laws of the State for the purpose of per-
forming a limited and specific governmental
or proprietary function primarily relating to
forest, watershed, or rangeland management
or water supply; and

(C) is distinct from any other unit of local
government within the State.

(20) STATE.—The term ‘“‘State’ means—

(A) each of the several States;

(B) the District of Columbia; and

(C) each territory of the United States.

TITLE I—-LANDSCAPE-SCALE
RESTORATION
Subtitle A—Addressing Emergency Wildfire
Risks in High-priority Firesheds
SEC. 5101. DESIGNATION OF FIRESHED MANAGE-
MENT AREAS.

(a) DESIGNATIONS.—

(1) INITIAL FIRESHED DESIGNATIONS.—For
the 5-year period beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, the firesheds of the
United States shall comprise—

(A) the 7,688 firesheds described in the re-
port published by the Rocky Mountain Re-
search Station of the Forest Service in 2021;
and

(B) the additional 1,262 firesheds in the
States of Alaska and Hawaii and the terri-
tories of the United States designated by the
Secretary in the same manner as the
firesheds designated in the report described
in subparagraph (A).

(2) INITIAL FIRESHED MANAGEMENT AREA
DESIGNATIONS.—Subject to paragraph (5), for
the period beginning not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act and
ending on the date that is 5 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, each Sec-
retary concerned shall designate and make
publicly available on the website of the Sec-
retary concerned a map of the following
fireshed management areas:

(A) Each landscape-scale fireshed identi-
fied as a ‘‘high-risk fireshed’’ in the docu-

term
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ment published by the Forest Service enti-
tled ‘“Wildfire Crisis Strategy’’, dated Janu-
ary 2022, and expanded in 2023.

(B) The top 20 percent of firesheds in the
continental United States, and the top 25
percent of firesheds in the continental
United States if the fireshed has a historical
presence of Picea glauca var. densata, identi-
fied by the Secretary for wildfire exposure
based on the following criteria:

(i) Wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to communities, including risk to life,
critical infrastructure, and other structures.

(ii) Wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to municipal watersheds, including
Tribal water supplies and systems.

(3) INITIAL DESIGNATIONS IN ALASKA, HAWAII,
AND TERRITORIES.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall designate in the States of
Alaska and Hawaii and the territories of the
United States such additional fireshed man-
agement areas as the Secretary determines
to be appropriate, based on the criteria de-
scribed in clauses (i) and (ii) of paragraph
(2)(B).

(4) MAP-BASED UPDATED DESIGNATIONS.—

(A) MAP OF FIRESHEDS.—Not later than 5
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, and not less frequently than once every
5 years thereafter, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of the Interior,
shall submit to the relevant committees of
Congress an updated map of the firesheds of
the United States, which shall—

(i) be based on the Fireshed Registry; and

(ii) include firesheds in the States of Alas-
ka and Hawaii and the territories of the
United States.

(B) FIRESHED MANAGEMENT AREAS.—Not
later than 60 days after submitting an up-
dated fireshed map under subparagraph (A),
the Secretary shall update the designations
of fireshed management areas to reflect
firesheds depicted on that map that the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Interior, identifies as being in the top 20
percent of firesheds at risk of wildfire expo-
sure based on the criteria described in sub-
paragraphs (A) through (C) of section
5103(a)(3) and in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(C) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall
make each updated map prepared under this
paragraph publicly available on the Fireshed
Registry.

(6) LAND LOCATION AND CONTENT.—A
fireshed management area designated under
this subsection—

(A) shall not overlap with any other
fireshed management area; and

(B) may contain Federal and non-Federal
land, including Indian forest land or range-
land.

(6) COMBINING MULTIPLE FIRESHEDS.—The
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, if applicable, may ex-
pand a fireshed management area designated
under this subsection to include more than 1
fireshed that is designated as a fireshed man-
agement area under the applicable criteria
described in this section.

(b) USE.—The Secretary concerned may
carry out fireshed management projects on
the fireshed management areas designated
under this section.

(c) APPLICABILITY OF NEPA.—The designa-
tion of a fireshed management area under
this section shall not be subject to the re-
quirements of the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

SEC. 5102. WILDLAND FIRE INTELLIGENCE CEN-
TER.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BOARD.—The term ‘‘Board’” means the
Board of Directors governing the Center ap-
pointed under subsection (f).
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(2) CENTER.—The term ‘“‘Center’” means the
Wildland Fire Intelligence Center estab-
lished under subsection (b).

(3) FEDERAL SCIENCE AGENCY; INSTITUTION
OF HIGHER EDUCATION; LAND-GRANT COLLEGES
AND UNIVERSITIES; REGIONAL CENTER;
WILDLAND FIRE; WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT
AGENCIES; WILDLAND FIRE RESEARCH.—The
terms ‘‘Federal science agency’, ‘‘institu-
tion of higher education’, ‘‘land-grant col-
leges and universities”, ‘‘regional center’’,
“wildland fire”’, ‘“‘wildland fire management
agencies’’, and ‘‘wildland fire research’ have
the meanings given those terms in section
5121(a).

(4) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
that term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretaries shall establish a joint office, to
be known as the ‘“Wildland Fire Intelligence
Center”’, to serve Federal and non-Federal
entities through the functions described in
subsection (d).

(c) HEADQUARTERS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Board shall select from within the United
States a permanent location for the physical
headquarters of the Center.

(d) FuNCcTIONS.—The functions of the Cen-
ter shall include the following:

(1) Providing real-time, science-based, and
data-rich scientific and technical analytical
services, modeling, monitoring, mapping, de-
cision support, and predictive services across
all phases of fire to inform land and fuels
management (including prescribed fire), pre-
fire community and built environment risk
reduction, active fire management and emer-
gency response, and post-fire recovery in the
built and natural environments.

(2) Providing, disseminating, procuring, if
commercially available, and combining ex-
isting data, mapping, technological, and con-
sultation services to support pre-, active,
and post-fire activities at the local, State,
and national levels, including—

(A) creating and maintaining a real-time
nationwide risk catalog, including the
Fireshed Registry;

(B) assisting with the creation of evacu-
ation plans, public safety power shutoff
plans, and wildfire mitigation and response
strategies or plans (including built environ-
ment mitigation plans and community wild-
fire protection plans) for at-risk commu-
nities;

(C) providing decision support and gridded
and point data forecast and assessment prod-
ucts in support of operational and planning
activities, including the pre-positioning of
wildfire suppression personnel and assets
based on real-time-risk;

(D) assisting with the safe and effective use
of prescribed fire; and

(E) developing a real-time data interface to
assist and inform, in real time, firefighters,
first responders, and approved contractors in
responding to wildfires.

(3) Comnsolidating air quality monitoring
and forecasting data, including utilizing ex-
isting Federal programs, as appropriate, to
help inform risks to public health and pro-
tect the public from smoke impacts associ-
ated with wildfires, including providing plan-
ning guidance for safe and effective bene-
ficial fire opportunities to prevent the risk
of wildfires.

(4) Establishing information technology
and data interoperability through—

(A) the development of common data
standards to protect confidential informa-
tion;

(B) comprehensive searchable data inven-
tories;
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(C) working with Indian Tribes in govern-
ment-to-government partnerships, with pro-
tections for Tribal data sovereignty;

(D) the integration and sharing of informa-
tion and resources of the Federal Govern-
ment, States, local governments, and par-
ticipating Indian Tribes to support the es-
sential functions of the Center; and

(E) regular updates and maintenance of re-
search and technology essential to achieving
the core functions of the Center, including
the evaluation of new and competing models
as those models become available.

(5) Coordinating with the National Wildfire
Coordinating Group, as requested, to develop
and improve wildfire preparedness curricula
and training modules for States, Indian
Tribes, and local officials, including emer-
gency managers and responders.

(6) Administering the pilot program estab-
lished under section 5303 and streamlining
procurement processes for technologies iden-
tified under that pilot program and tech-
nology systems related to addressing wild-
fire and smoke for purposes of scaling such
technologies and systems across Federal
agencies.

(7) Engaging with relevant Federal agen-
cies, State agencies, and entities in the pri-
vate sector to improve fire environment
monitoring, forecasting, communication,
and response that may be essential to the
core functions of the Center, if the Executive
Director determines that the engagement is
appropriate, beneficial, and cost-effective.

(8)(A) Establishing wildland fire science,
data management and sharing protocols, and
technological research priorities in coopera-
tion with each regional center informed by
the operational needs of wildland fire man-
agement agencies.

(B) Coordinating data collection efforts
supporting the efforts of each regional cen-
ter, including—

(i) building data layers across each region
described in section 5121(c)(3)(B);

(ii) ensuring data collection and reporting
across each region described in section
5121(¢c)(3)(B) is consistent and standardized;
and

(iii) providing updates on the development
of wildland fire research models.

(C) Ensuring the coordination of, and avoid
unnecessary duplication of, the activities of
the regional centers and the activities of in-
stitutions of higher education, land-grant
colleges and universities, Federal science
agencies, and State research organizations
with respect to wildland fire research, in-
cluding—

(i) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(ii) the National Science Foundation;

(iii) the National Laboratories;

(iv) the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration;

(v) the Environmental Protection Agency;

(vi) the United States Fire Administration;

(vii) the United States Geological Survey;

(viii) the research and development pro-
gram of the Forest Service;

(ix) the interagency Joint Fire Science
Program;

(x) the Department of Defense Strategic
Environmental Research and Development
Program; and

(xi) any other relevant entity with special-
ized expertise in wildland fire research.

(D) Supporting end-to-end applications
that assist wildland fire management agen-
cies in adopting technologies and incor-
porating research findings produced by the
regional centers.

(e) CENTER FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To carry out the functions
of the Center, the Secretaries may transfer
funds provided to establish, and carry out
the duties of, the Center among—
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(A) the Forest Service, from amounts made
available for Wildland Fire Management;

(B) the Department of the Interior, from
amounts made available for Wildland Fire
Management; and

(C) the United States Geological Survey.

2) INTERAGENCY FINANCING.—Notwith-
standing section 708 of the Financial Serv-
ices and General Government Appropriations
Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328; 136 Stat. 4706),
or any other, similar provision of law, inter-
agency financing may be used to fund the
Center.

(3) NOTICE REQUIRED.—Not later than 15
days before transferring funds under para-
graph (1) or (2), the Secretary or the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as applicable, shall
submit to the Committee on Appropriations
of the Senate and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
notice of the proposed transfer.

(f) BOARD.—

(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Center shall be gov-
erned by a Board of Directors, to be com-
posed of 18 members, as follows:

(A) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Department of Agriculture, to be ap-
pointed by the Secretary.

(B) 1 member who is a career employee of
the research and development areas of the
Forest Service, to be appointed by the Chief
of the Forest Service.

(C) 1 member who is a career employee in
fire and aviation management of the Forest
Service, to be appointed by the Chief of the
Forest Service.

(D) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Department of the Interior, to be ap-
pointed by the Secretary of the Interior.

(E) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Bureau of Land Management, to be ap-
pointed by the Director of the Bureau of
Land Management.

(F) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, to be appointed
by the Assistant Secretary for Indian Af-
fairs.

(G) 1 member who is a career employee of
the National Park Service, to be appointed
by the Director of the National Park Serv-
ice.

(H) 1 member who is a career employee of
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
to be appointed by the Director of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(I) 1 member who is a career employee of
the United States Geological Survey, to be
appointed by the Director of the United
States Geological Survey.

(J) 1 member who is a career employee of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, to be appointed by the Admin-
istrator of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

(K) 1 member who is a career employee of
the National Weather Service, to be ap-
pointed by the Director of the National
Weather Service.

(L) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, to be appointed by the Administrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy.

(M) 1 member who is a career employee of
the United States Fire Administration, to be
appointed by the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration.

(N) 1 member who is a career employee of
the Department of Defense, to be appointed
by the Secretary of Defense.

(O) 1 member who is a career employee of
the National Science Foundation, to be ap-
pointed by the Director of the National
Science Foundation.

(P) 1 member who is a career employee of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, to be appointed by the Adminis-
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trator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration.

(Q) 1 member who is an elected leader of an
Indian Tribe or an expert in wildfire manage-
ment designated by an Indian Tribe.

(R) 1 member representing State forestry
agencies, to be appointed by the Secretaries.

(2) TERMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term of a member of
the Board shall be 3 years, except that, of
the members first appointed—

(i) ¥5 shall serve for a term of 4 years;

(ii) ¥ shall serve for a term of 3 years; and

(iii) ¥ shall serve for a term of 2 years.

(B) ADDITIONAL TERMS.—After the initial
term of a member of the Board, including the
members first appointed, the member may
serve not more than 3 additional 3-year
terms, except that a member initially ap-
pointed to a serve a term of 4 years may
serve not more than 2 additional 3-year
terms.

(3) CHAIRPERSON.—The Chairperson of the
Board—

(A) shall be selected by the members of the
Board from among the members appointed
under subparagraphs (B), (I), and (J) of para-
graph (1);

(B) shall serve for a term of 1 year; and

(C) may be reselected as Chairperson not
more than twice.

(4) MAJORITY VOTE.—A voting consensus by
the Board shall be not less than a 23 majority
vote of the members present.

(5) NONVOTING STATUS.—At the discretion
of the Board, the Board may include non-
voting observers to the Board.

(g) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Center shall have an
Executive Director, who shall—

(A) be appointed by, and serve at the direc-
tion of, the Board; and

(B) be responsible for the management and
operation of the Center.

(2) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—The Execu-
tive Director may enter into and perform
contracts, agreements, memoranda of under-
standing, or other, similar transactions, as
the Executive Director determines to be ap-
propriate to carry out the functions of the
Center described in subsection (d).

(h) DETAILEES.—The Secretary and the
Secretary of the Interior may detail or as-
sign to the Center such employees of the De-
partment of Agriculture and the Department
of the Interior, respectively, as the Secre-
taries determine to be necessary to carry out
the duties of the Center.

(i) COORDINATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES
AND ENTITIES.—To carry out the functions of
the Center described in subsection (d), the
Board shall coordinate with agencies rep-
resented on the Board and other relevant en-
tities, including—

(1) the National Wildfire Coordinating
Group; and

(2) any relevant Federal agency, State, In-
dian Tribe, local government, or nongovern-
mental entity that is representative of an
element of the wildland fire community.

(j) OPERATIONAL PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the appointment of the Executive Di-
rector, the Executive Director shall submit
to the relevant committees of Congress an
initial operational plan describing—

(A) the structure of the Center;

(B) staffing and funding needs of the Cen-
ter;

(C) technological capabilities within the
Department of Agriculture, the Department
of the Interior, and the other Federal depart-
ments and agencies comprising the Board
that are available to the Center;

(D) an assessment of the potential of com-
mercially available technologies to perform
the functions of the Center, together with
the costs and timelines of procuring those
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technologies or developing relevant capabili-
ties;

(E) an assessment of—

(i) existing contracting authorities of the
Executive Director to be used for purposes of
subsection (g2)(2); and

(ii) new contracting authorities needed;
and

(F) a timeline for full operational func-
tioning of the Center.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The plan under paragraph
(1) shall include estimated costs, key mile-
stones, coordination strategies with Federal,
State, and private entities, and rec-
ommendations for ensuring the effective op-
eration of the Center.

(3) UPDATES.—The Executive Director shall
update the plan not less frequently than an-
nually to reflect progress, adjustments in
funding, and the adoption of new tech-
nologies.

(k) PILOT PROGRAM TO MONITOR WILDFIRES
BY SATELLITE.—The Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service, in
partnership with the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, acting through the Director of the
United States Geological Survey, and with
the Executive Director, shall establish a
pilot program—

(1) to purchase and integrate, through a
public-private partnership, data from the
latest-generation of wildfire monitoring sat-
ellites that provide monitoring of active fire
behavior, including fire perimeters, burned
area, intensity, severity, and the detection
of fires with a low false-positive rate;

(2) to use the data acquired under para-
graph (1), and any analyses relating to that
data—

(A) to detect, assess, respond to, and man-
age wildfires and rangeland fires; and

(B) to ensure the safety and effectiveness
of prescribed fire treatments;

(3) to develop information-sharing partner-
ships with State, local, and Tribal emer-
gency managers, foresters, or other equiva-
lent officials—

(A) to improve State, local, and Tribal
wildfire monitoring, response, and analysis;
and

(B) to provide to the Executive Director an
operational plan for scaling the pilot pro-
gram across the United States; and

(4) under which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall have the authority to enter into
other transactions to leverage satellite-
based wildfire monitoring capabilities.

(1) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section affects the ownership of any data
source.

SEC. 5103. FIRESHED REGISTRY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretaries, act-
ing through the Executive Director, shall es-
tablish and maintain, on a publicly acces-
sible website, a registry, to be known as the
“Fireshed Registry’’, that provides inter-
active geospatial data relating to individual
firesheds, including information relating
to—

(1) wildland fire exposure, delineated by—

(A) ownership, including rights-of-way for
utilities and other public or private pur-
poses; and

(B) administrative or management respon-
sibility;

(2) any hazardous fuels management activi-
ties that have occurred within an individual
fireshed during the preceding 10 years;

(3) wildland fire exposure with respect to a
fireshed, delineated by—

(A) wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to communities, including risk to life,
critical infrastructure, and other structures;

(B) wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to municipal watersheds, including
Tribal water supplies and systems; and

(C) risk of vegetation type conversion due
to wildfire;
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(4) the percentage of a fireshed burned in
wildfire during the preceding 10 years, in-
cluding, to the extent practicable, delinea-
tions of acres that have burned at a high se-
verity;

(5) spatial patterns of wildfire exposure, in-
cluding plausible extreme fire events; and

(6) any hazardous fuels management activi-

ties scheduled for a fireshed, including
fireshed management projects.
(b) COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION

PLANS.—The Executive Director shall make
data from the Fireshed Registry available to
local and Tribal communities developing or
updating community wildfire protection
plans or Indian country community wildfire
protection plans.

(c) MAINTENANCE.—As part of the website
containing the Fireshed Registry, the Execu-
tive Director shall—

(1) publish fireshed assessments conducted
under section 5105; and

(2) maintain a searchable database to
track—

(A) the status of Federal environmental re-
views, permits, and authorizations for
fireshed management projects, including—

(i) a comprehensive permitting timetable;

(ii) the status of the compliance of each
lead agency, cooperating agency, and par-
ticipating agency with the permitting time-
table with respect to fireshed management
projects;

(iii) any required modifications of the per-
mitting timetable under clause (i), including
an explanation regarding why the permitting
timetable was modified; and

(iv) information regarding any public
meetings, public hearings, and public com-
ment periods relating to a fireshed manage-
ment project, as that information becomes
available, which shall be presented in—

(I) English; and

(IT) the predominant language of each com-
munity that is most affected by the fireshed
management project, as that information be-
comes available;

(B) the projected cost of fireshed manage-
ment projects; and

(C) in the case of a completed fireshed
management project, the estimated effec-
tiveness of the fireshed management project
in—

(i) reducing the wildfire exposure within
the applicable fireshed, including wildfire ex-
posure described in subparagraphs (A)
through (C) of subsection (a)(3); and

(ii) increasing the resilience of wildlife
habitats, including habitat for species listed
as threatened or endangered under the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.).

(d) INCORPORATION OF EXISTING ASSESS-
MENTS AND DATA.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Executive Director shall incor-
porate any assessments completed or data
gathered through existing partnerships, to
the extent practicable.

(e) APPLICABILITY OF NEPA.—The estab-
lishment and maintenance of the Fireshed
Registry under this section shall not be sub-
ject to the requirements of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321
et seq.).

SEC. 5104. SHARED STEWARDSHIP.

(a) JOINT AGREEMENTS.—The Secretary
concerned shall seek to use an existing
shared stewardship agreement, modify an ex-
isting shared stewardship agreement, or
enter into a similar agreement with the Gov-
ernor of each State and Indian Tribe that
contains a fireshed management area des-
ignated under section 5101(a)—

(1) to promote the reduction of wildfire ex-
posure, based on the criteria described in
section 5103(a)(3), in fireshed management
areas across jurisdictional boundaries; and
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(2) to conduct fireshed assessments under
section 5105.

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF BOUNDARIES AND UP-
DATES TO AGREEMENTS.—With respect to an
agreement under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary concerned, on request of the applica-
ble Governor, may—

(1) adjust the boundaries of any applicable
fireshed management area to include addi-
tional areas from within a separate fireshed
management area designated under section
5101; and

(2) update the agreement to address any
new wildfire threats.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Secre-
taries may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with units of local government, spe-
cial districts, end water users, nongovern-
mental organizations, institutions of higher
education, Tribal organizations (as defined
in section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)), Native Hawaiian organizations (as de-
fined in section 6207 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 ( 20 U.S.C.
7517)), and other entities, at the discretion of
the applicable Secretary to carry out the ac-
tivities described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of
subsection (a).

SEC. 5105. FIRESHED ASSESSMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary concerned, in cooperation with the
Governor with whom the Secretary con-
cerned enters into an agreement under sec-
tion 5104(a), if applicable, shall conduct a
fireshed assessment in accordance with this
section with respect to each fireshed man-
agement area designated in the applicable
State or area of Indian land.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each fireshed assessment
under subsection (a) shall—

(A) identify—

(i) using the best available science, wildfire
exposure risks within the applicable fireshed
management area, including scenario plan-
ning and wildfire hazard mapping and mod-
els; and

(ii) each at-risk community within the
fireshed management area;

(B) identify the types of fireshed manage-
ment projects that could benefit the fireshed
management area, with an emphasis on re-
ducing—

(i) wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to communities, including risk to life,
critical infrastructure, and other structures;

(ii) wildfire exposure and corresponding
risk to municipal watersheds, including
Tribal water supplies and systems;

(iii) risk of vegetation type conversion due
to wildfire;

(iv) wildfire risk for wildlife habitats, in-
cluding habitat for species listed as threat-
ened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(v) wildfire risk to resources of an Indian
Tribe, as defined by the Indian Tribe; or

(vi) any combination of purposes described
in clauses (i) through (v); and

(C) include, with respect to the applicable
fireshed management area—

(i) a strategy for reducing the threat of
wildfire—

(I) to protect at-risk communities in the
wildland-urban interface on Federal and non-
Federal land;

(IT) to improve the effectiveness of wildfire
firefighting, particularly the effectiveness of
fuels treatments that would improve wildfire
firefighter safety during wildfires; and

(IIT) to reduce risk to wildlife habitats, in-
cluding habitat for species listed as threat-
ened or endangered under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 15631 et seq.);

(ii) a timeline for the implementation of
fireshed management projects;
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(iii) long-term benchmark goals for the
completion of fireshed management projects
in the highest wildfire exposure areas to en-
sure that those fireshed management
projects contribute to the development and
maintenance of healthy and resilient land-
scapes;

(iv) a strategy to ensure that fireshed man-
agement projects comply with applicable for-
est plans and incorporate the best available
science; and

(v) a strategy for maximizing the retention
of late-successional forests, to the extent
that the trees promote stands that are resil-
ient to insects and disease, and reduce the
risk or extent of, or increase resilience to,
wildfires.

(2) EXISTING PLANS.—To the maximum ex-
tent practicable, a fireshed assessment shall
incorporate and build on information, plan-
ning, and strategies contained in relevant
forest plans, State forest action plans, Tribal
integrated resource management plans or
Tribal forest management plans, watershed
management plans, community wildfire pro-
tection plans, Indian country wildfire protec-
tion plans, and similar locally led landscape-
scale planning documents.

(3) PARTICIPATION.—

(A) STATE, TRIBAL, AND LOCAL GOVERN-
MENTS.—In addition to the parties to an ap-
plicable agreement described in subsection
(a), the Secretary concerned shall coordinate
with States, Indian Tribes, units of local
government, and other entities that are par-
ties to an agreement under section 5104(c)
within a fireshed management area in con-
ducting the fireshed assessment under para-
graph (1).

(B) PuBLIC.—In carrying out a fireshed as-
sessment under this section, the Secretary
concerned shall provide an opportunity for
public participation during the 45-day period
beginning on the date of initiation of the as-
sessment, including—

(i) publication of information regarding
the development of the assessment—

(I) on a website maintained by the Sec-
retary concerned; and

(IT) at convenient locations within the ap-
plicable fireshed management area; and

(ii) at least 1 public meeting.

(c) UPDATES AND AVAILABILITY.—Each
fireshed assessment under subsection (a)
shall be—

(1) regularly updated based on the best
available science, subject to the require-
ments of subsection (d)(2); and

(2) made publicly available on 1 or more
websites maintained by the Secretary con-
cerned, including the Fireshed Registry.

(d) INFORMATION IMPROVEMENT.—

(1) AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out a
fireshed assessment under this section, the
Secretary concerned may enter into agree-
ments with other Federal departments and
agencies (including the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration), States, Indian
Tribes, Tribal organizations (as defined in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304)), Native Hawaiian organizations (as de-
fined in section 6207 of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 ( 20 U.S.C.
7517)), private entities, or research or edu-
cational institutions to improve, with re-
spect to the assessment, the use and integra-
tion of—

(A) advanced remote
geospatial technologies;

(B) statistical modeling and analysis; or

(C) any other technology or combination of
technologies and analyses that the Secretary
concerned determines will benefit the qual-
ity of information in the assessment.

(2) BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE.—In using the
best available science for a fireshed assess-
ment under this section, the Secretary con-

sensing and
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cerned and the applicable Governor shall in-
corporate, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable—

(A) traditional ecological knowledge;

(B) data from State forest action plans and
State wildfire risk assessments;

(C) data from the Fireshed Registry; and

(D) data from other Federal, State, Tribal,
and local governments or agencies.

(e) APPLICABILITY OF NEPA.—A fireshed as-
sessment under this section shall not be sub-
ject to the requirements of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321
et seq.).

SEC. 5106. EMERGENCY FIRESHED MANAGEMENT.

(a) FIRESHED MANAGEMENT PROJECTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned,
acting through a responsible official, shall
carry out fireshed management projects on
land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
concerned in fireshed management areas in
accordance with this section, the applicable
forest plan, and the laws (including regula-
tions) applicable to the Secretary concerned.

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The following shall have
the force and effect of law with respect to
any fireshed management project carried out
in a fireshed management area:

(i) Section 220.4(b) of title 36, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on April 9,
2025), with respect to land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary.

(ii) Section 46.150 of title 43, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on April 9,
2025), with respect to land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior.

(iii) Section 402.05 of title 50, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on April 9,
2025).

(iv) Section 800.12 of title 36, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (as in effect on April 9,
2025), except that any reference contained in
that regulation to an ‘‘agency official’’ shall
be considered to be a reference to a respon-
sible official.

(B) DETERMINATION OF EMERGENCY.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A regulation referred to in
subparagraph (A) shall not apply pursuant to
that subparagraph with respect to a fireshed
management project unless, before carrying
out the fireshed management project, a re-
sponsible official—

(I) determines, in accordance with the reg-
ulation, that an emergency or emergency
circumstance exists;

(IT) completes any documentation or iden-
tification processes required under such reg-
ulation; and

(ITI) provides public notice of the deter-
mination of emergency and each related
fireshed management project activity by
publishing such determination on a website
maintained by the Secretary concerned.

(ii) REQUIREMENT.—In carrying out a
fireshed management project under a regula-
tion referred to in subparagraph (A), a re-
sponsible official shall ensure that such
fireshed management project is consistent
with the applicable forest plan and the laws
(including regulations) and policies applica-
ble to the Secretary concerned.

(C) FURTHER CLARIFICATION.—A regulation
referred to in subparagraph (A) shall not
apply to any fireshed management project
unless such fireshed management project
will achieve a land management goal de-
scribed in section 604(c) of the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C.
6591c(c)).

(D) UTILIZATION OF EXISTING STREAMLINED
AUTHORITIES IN FIRESHED MANAGEMENT
AREAS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, with
respect to each fireshed management area
that contains Federal land, the Secretary
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concerned, acting through a responsible offi-
cial, shall use not fewer than 1 of the fol-
lowing expedited authorities for environ-
mental review to carry out fireshed manage-
ment projects:

(I) Section 603(a) of the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591b(a)).

(IT) Section 605(a) of the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591d(a)).

(IIT) Section 606(b) of the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591e(b)).

(IV) Section 40806(b) of the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592b(b)).

(ii) COMPLIANCE WITH NEPA.—In applying
expedited authorities for environmental re-
view to carry out fireshed management
projects under clause (i), the Secretary con-
cerned shall ensure—

(I) such project is carried out in accord-
ance with the statute establishing the cat-
egorical exclusion applied by the Secretary
concerned;

(IT) compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); and

(IIT) such project is carried out in accord-
ance with the applicable forest plan and the
laws and policies applicable to the Secretary
concerned.

(iii) ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY ACTIONS.—The
Secretary may declare an emergency pursu-
ant to section 40807 of the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592c) for
any fireshed management project.

(iv) FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY ACT REQUIRE-
MENTS.—In carrying out this section, the
Secretary concerned shall ensure compliance
with the amendments made to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.) by the Fiscal Responsibility Act
of 2023 (Public Law 118-5; 137 Stat. 38).

(v) USE OF OTHER AUTHORITIES.—To the
maximum extent practicable, the Secretary
concerned shall use the authorities, if appli-
cable, provided under this section in com-
bination with other authorities to carry out
fireshed management projects, including—

(I) good neighbor agreements under section
8206 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C.
2113a) (as amended by this division);

(IT) stewardship contracting projects en-
tered into under section 604 of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C.
6591c) (as amended by this division);

(IIT) self-determination contracts and self-
governance compact agreements entered
into under the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301
et seq.); and

(IV) agreements and contracts entered into
under the Tribal Forest Protection Act of
2004 (Public Law 108-278; 118 Stat. 868).

(b) EXPANSION.—

(1) HEALTHY FORESTS RESTORATION ACT
AMENDMENTS.—

(A) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3 of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C.
6502) is amended—

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘450b”’ and
inserting ‘‘56304°’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘local
government’ means—

‘“(A) a county;

“(B) a municipality; and

‘“(C) a special district.

‘‘(4) SPECIAL DISTRICT.—The term ‘special
district’ means a political subdivision of a
State that—

““(A) has significant budgetary autonomy
or control;

‘“(B) was established by, or pursuant to,
the laws of the State for the purpose of per-
forming a limited and specific governmental
or proprietary function primarily relating to
forest, watershed, or rangeland management
or water supply; and



S2994

‘(C) is distinct from any other unit of local
government within the State.”.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Section
603(c) of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act
of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591b(c)) is amended—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking
acres’ and inserting ‘10,000 acres’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘Fire
Regime Groups I, II, or III” and inserting
“Fire Regime I, Fire Regime II, Fire Regime
III, or Fire Regime IV’

(C) WILDFIRE RESILIENCE PROJECTS.—Sec-
tion 605(c) of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591d(c)) is amend-
ed—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking
acres’’ and inserting ‘10,000 acres’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘code of
Federal regulations (or successor regula-
tions)” and inserting ‘‘Code of Federal regu-
lations (or a successor regulation)”.

(D) GREATER SAGE-GROUSE AND MULE DEER
HABITAT.—Section 606 of the Healthy Forests
Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591e) is
amended—

(i) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘concur-
rently for both greater sage-grouse and’ and
inserting ‘‘for greater sage-grouse or’’; and

(ii) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘4,500
acres’ and inserting ‘7,500 acres’’.

(2) INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS
ACT AMENDMENT.—Section 40806(d)(1) of the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (16
U.S.C. 6592b(d)(1)) is amended by striking
3,000 acres’ and inserting ‘10,000 acres’.
SEC. 5107. STUDY ON THE IMPACTS OF FIRESHED

MANAGEMENT PROJECTS ON WILD-
FIRE RISK TO COMMUNITIES AND
WILDLIFE HABITAT.

(a) STUDY REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall enter into an
agreement with the National Academy of
Sciences, under which the National Academy
of Sciences shall conduct 1 or more studies
on the impacts of fireshed management
projects, including—

(1) an evaluation of select, regionally var-
ied fireshed management projects and ap-
proaches, including—

(A) methodologies used to assess fireshed
management areas;

(B) the reduction in fuel hazards in
fireshed management areas;

(C) the status of, and trends in, watershed
conditions;

(D) the economic use of fireshed manage-
ment project byproducts;

(E) local jobs and labor income supported
by fireshed management projects; and

(F) coordinated approaches taken to plan
and implement fireshed management
projects;

(2) changes to wildfire risk within fireshed
management areas, and to resources of an
Indian Tribe, due to fireshed management
projects;

(3)(A) a description of the cost of—

(i) the implementation of section 5105; and

(ii) the development and implementation
of fireshed management projects; and

(B) an estimate of the amount of the dam-
ages avoided as a result of that development
and implementation;

(4) an evaluation of how fireshed manage-
ment projects affect—

(A) critical habitat areas designated under
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
15631 et seq.); and

(B) the conservation and recovery of spe-
cies listed as threatened or endangered under
the that Act;

(5) an identification of fireshed manage-
ment project best practices for minimizing
harm to critical habitat areas described in
paragraph (4)(A) and the natural environ-
ment while reducing wildfire risk; and
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(6) recommendations for policy, regu-
latory, or operational changes to improve
fireshed management projects.

(b) ENGAGEMENT.—In conducting the 1 or
more studies under subsection (a), the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences shall—

(1) consult with relevant Federal, State,
and Tribal agencies, including the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service; and

(2) provide an opportunity for public com-
ment and input during the 1 or more studies,
including from nonprofit organizations, in-
stitutions of higher education, and other sci-
entific bodies.

(c) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—As soon as
practicable after the conclusion of the 1
more studies under subsection (a), but not
later than 5 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the National Academy of
Sciences shall submit to the relevant com-
mittees of Congress and the Secretaries 1 or
more reports containing the results of the 1
or more studies.

SEC. 5108. SUNSET.

The authority under this subtitle termi-
nates on the date that is 7 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

Subtitle B—Expanding Collaborative Tools to
Reduce Wildfire Risk and Improve Forest
Health

SEC. 5111. MODIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF
CERTAIN REVENUE AND PAYMENTS
UNDER GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREE-
MENTS.

(a) GOoOD NEIGHBOR AUTHORITY.—Section
8206 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C.
2113a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘either
the Secretary or a Governor or county’ and
inserting ‘‘the Secretary, a Governor, an In-
dian tribe, a special district, or a county”’;

(B) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘Governor
or’”’ and inserting ‘‘Governor, an Indian tribe,
a special district, or a’’;

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘or Indian
tribe’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(11) SPECIAL DISTRICT.—The term ‘special
district’ means a political subdivision of a
State that—

‘“(A) has significant budgetary autonomy
or control;

‘“(B) was established by, or pursuant to,
the laws of the State for the purpose of per-
forming a limited and specific governmental
or proprietary function primarily relating to
forest, watershed, or rangeland management
or water supply; and

‘“(C) is distinct from any other unit of local
government within the State.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking ‘or
county” and inserting ‘‘, an Indian tribe, a
special district, or a county’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)(C)—

(i) in clause (i)—

(I) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by inserting ‘‘special district,” after ‘“‘Indian
Tribe,”” each place it appears;

(IT) in subclause (I)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘on’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(III) in subclause (II)—

(aa) in the matter preceding item (aa), by
striking ‘‘clause (i)’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
clause (I)”’; and

(bb) in item (bb), by striking ‘‘the Good
Neighbor Authority for Recreation Act.”” and
inserting ‘‘section 351 of the EXPLORE Act
(16 U.S.C. 8571);”; and

(IV) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ITI1) if there are funds remaining after
carrying out subclause (II)—
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‘“(aa) to carry out authorized restoration
services under other good neighbor agree-
ments; and

“(bb) for the administration of a good
neighbor authority program by a Governor,
Indian tribe, special district, or county.”’;
and

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘2028’ and in-
serting “2030°’;

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘or coun-
ty”’ and inserting ‘‘, an Indian tribe, a spe-
cial district, or a county’’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (4).

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 443 of division E
of Public Law 118-42 (138 Stat. 297) is amend-
ed, in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘Agriculture Act of 2014 and in-
serting ‘‘Agricultural Act of 2014”.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
the date of enactment of Public Law 118-42
(138 Stat. 25).

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall apply to any
project initiated pursuant to a good neighbor
agreement (as defined in section 8206(a) of
the Agricultural Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C.
2113a(a)))—

(1) before the date of enactment of this
Act, if the project was initiated after the
date of enactment of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-334;
132 Stat. 4490); or

(2) on or after the date of enactment of this
Act.
SEC. 5112. FIXING STEWARDSHIP END RESULT

CONTRACTING.

Section 604 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591c) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘¢, includ-
ing retaining and expanding existing forest
products infrastructure necessary to carry
out an agreement or contract under this sub-
section’ before the period at the end; and

(2) in subsection (d)(3)(B), by striking ‘10
years’ and inserting ‘20 years’’; and

(3) in subsection (h), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(4) SPECIAL RULE FOR LONG-TERM STEW-
ARDSHIP CONTRACTS.—

““(A) DEFINITION OF MULTIYEAR CONTRACT.—
In this paragraph, the term ‘multiyear con-
tract’ means a contract entered into under
subsection (b) that—

‘(i) has a term of longer than 5 years; and

‘‘(ii) is entered into on or after the date of
enactment of this paragraph.

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULE.—A multiyear contract
entered into under subsection (b) by the
Chief or the Director with an entity shall
provide that, in the case of cancellation or
termination of the multiyear contract by the
Chief or the Director, the Chief or the Direc-
tor, as applicable, shall provide to the entity
a cancellation or termination payment that
is the lesser of—

‘(i) an amount equal to 10 percent of the
multiyear contract; or

‘“(ii) the amount of unrecovered costs that
would have been recouped through amortiza-
tion over the full term of the contract (in-
cluding the term canceled).”.

SEC. 5113. FIRESHED MANAGEMENT
STRIKE TEAMS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall establish strike teams to assist
the Secretary concerned with—

(1) any reviews, including analysis under
the National Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), consultations
under division A of subtitle III of title 54,
United States Code (formerly known as the
‘“National Historic Preservation Act’), and
consultations under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), with the
intent to accelerate and streamline inter-
agency consultation processes;

PROJECT
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(2) the implementation of any necessary
site preparation work in advance of, or as
part of, a fireshed management project;

(3) the implementation of fireshed manage-
ment projects; and

(4) any combination of purposes described
in paragraphs (1) through (3).

(b) MEMBERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned
may appoint not more than 10 individuals to
serve on a strike team under this section, to
be composed of—

(A) employees of the department under the
jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned;

(B) employees of a different Federal de-
partment or agency, with the consent of the
head of that department or agency; and

(C) private contractors or volunteers from
any nonprofit organization, State govern-
ment, Indian Tribe, local government, quasi-
governmental agency, academic institution,
or private organization.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In appointing individ-
uals under paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall appoint not fewer than 1 em-
ployee of the Federal agency with jurisdic-
tion over the applicable Federal land.

(c) REVIEW RESPONSIBILITY.—The Secretary
concerned shall—

(1) determine the sufficiency of the docu-
ments prepared by a strike team under this
section; and

(2) retain responsibility for any author-
izing decision relating to such a document.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5114. LOCALLY LED RESTORATION.

Section 14(d) of the National Forest Man-
agement Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. 472a(d)) is
amended, in the first sentence, by striking
¢‘$10,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$55,000"".

SEC. 5115. JOINT CHIEFS LANDSCAPE RESTORA-
TION PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM.

Section 40808 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592d) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘or”’
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) to recover from wildfire; or

‘“(E) to enhance soil, water, and related
natural resources.’’;

(2) in subsection (d)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘and
post-wildfire impacts” after ‘‘wildfire risk’’;
and

(B) in subparagraph (F), by inserting *‘, as
identified in the corresponding State forest
action plan, Tribal-integrated resource man-
agement plan or Tribal forest management
plan, or similar priority plan (such as a
State wildlife or water plan)” before the
semicolon;

(3) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

‘“(2) ADDITIONAL REPORTS.—For each of fis-
cal years 2022 and 2023, and not less fre-
quently than once every 2 fiscal years there-
after, the Chiefs shall submit a report de-
scribing projects for which funding is pro-
vided under the Program, including the sta-
tus and outcomes of those projects, to—

“(A) in the Senate—

‘(i) the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry;

‘“(ii) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources;

‘‘(iii) the Committee on Appropriations;
and

‘(iv) the Committee on Indian Affairs; and

‘(B) in the House of Representatives—

‘(i) the Committee on Agriculture;
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““(ii) the Committee on Natural Resources;
and

‘‘(iii) the Committee on Appropriations.’;
and

(4) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘and
2023’ and inserting ‘‘through 2031”’.

SEC. 5116. COLLABORATIVE FOREST LANDSCAPE
RESTORATION PROGRAM.

Section 4003 of the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7303) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii), by striking ‘500
note’’ and inserting ‘‘7125’; and

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘spe-
cies;” and inserting ‘‘species or pathogens;’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(iii) in subparagraph (H), by adding ‘‘and”’
after the semicolon at the end; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(I) address standardized monitoring ques-
tions and indicators;”’;

(2) in subsection (¢)(3)(A)—

(A) in clause (i), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the
end;

(B) in clause (ii), by adding ‘‘and’ at the
end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(iii) include a Federal Government staff-
ing plan for providing support to
collaboratives established pursuant to sub-
section (b)(2);’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (F), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(G) proposals that seek to use innovative
implementation mechanisms, including con-
servation finance agreements, good neighbor
agreements entered into under section 8206
of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C.
2113a), and similar implementation mecha-
nisms;

‘“(H) proposals that seek to reduce the risk
of uncharacteristic wildfire or increase eco-
logical restoration activities—

‘(i) within areas across land ownerships,
including State, Tribal, and private land;
and

‘“(ii) within the wildland-urban interface
(as defined in section 101 of the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6511));
and

“(I) proposals that seek to enhance water-
shed health and drinking water sources.’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘10"
and inserting “20°’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘2”
and inserting ‘4”’;

(4) in subsection (e)(3), by inserting ‘‘con-
flict resolution or collaborative govern-
ance,” before ‘‘and woody’’; and

(5) in subsection (f)—

(A) in paragraph (4)(B)(ii), by striking
€‘$4,000,000” and inserting ‘$8,000,000’’; and

(B) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘2023’ and
inserting ¢2034".

SEC. 5117. UTILIZING GRAZING FOR WILDFIRE
RISK REDUCTION.

(a) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary concerned, in coordination with
the holders of permits to graze livestock on
Federal land under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary concerned and in consultation
with other relevant stakeholders, shall de-
velop a strategy to utilize livestock grazing
as a wildfire risk reduction tool on Federal
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land, consistent with the laws applicable to
the Secretary concerned.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The strategy under para-
graph (1) shall include—

(A) the completion of any reviews required
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) to allow
permitted grazing on vacant grazing allot-
ments during instances of drought, wildfire,
or other natural disasters that disrupt graz-
ing on allotments already permitted, subject
to the requirement that, in selecting the va-
cant grazing allotments for use under this
subparagraph, the Secretary concerned shall
prioritize the use of allotments that would
not pose significant management or resource
challenges for the permittee or the Sec-
retary concerned and return permittees to
their original allotment as soon as prac-
ticable;

(B) the use of targeted grazing to reduce
hazardous fuels;

(C) an increased use of temporary permits
to promote targeted fuels reduction and re-
duction of invasive annual grasses;

(D) an increased use of livestock grazing—

(i) to eradicate invasive annual grasses;
and

(ii) as a post-fire restoration and recovery
strategy, as appropriate;

(E) an integrated use of advanced tech-
nologies to dynamically adjust livestock
placement;

(F) an increased use of any authorities ap-
plicable to livestock grazing, including
modifications to grazing permits or leases to
allow variances pursuant to paragraph (3);

(G) the utilization of grazing on Federal
land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
concerned in a manner that—

(i) avoids conflicts with other uses of that
Federal land; and

(ii) is consistent with any applicable land
management plan; and

(H) the use of any other means determined
to be appropriate by the Secretary con-
cerned.

(3) VARIANCES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—At the request of an au-
thorized grazing permittee or lessee, the Sec-
retary concerned may allow a temporary
variance to the terms and conditions of a
grazing permit or lease to address significant
changes in weather, forage production, the
effects of fire or drought, or other temporary
circumstances that impact resource condi-
tions, to facilitate the long-term ecological
health of the Federal land.

(B) VARIANCES.—In carrying out subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary concerned may au-
thorize a temporary variance to the terms
and conditions of the applicable grazing per-
mit or lease to adjust the beginning date, the
ending date, both the beginning date and
ending date, or water transportation, as ap-
plicable, as specified in the applicable graz-
ing permit or lease, subject to—

(i) the requirement that, unless otherwise
specified in the appropriate allotment man-
agement plan or any other activity plan that
is the functional equivalent to the appro-
priate allotment management plan under
section 4120.2(a)(3) of title 43, Code of Federal
Regulations (or a successor regulation), the
applicable adjusted date of the season of
use—

(I) occurs—

(aa) not earlier than 21 days before the be-
ginning date specified in the applicable graz-
ing permit or lease; or

(bb) not later than 21 days after the ending
date specified in the applicable grazing per-
mit or lease; and

(IT) would not result in forage removal that
exceeds the amount of active use specified in
the applicable grazing permit or lease; and

(ii) the requirement that, in accordance
with applicable law (including regulations)
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and the terms and conditions of the applica-
ble grazing permit or lease, an authorized
grazing permittee or lessee using a variance
under this paragraph shall develop and use a
monitoring plan determined to be acceptable
to the Secretary concerned as a reasonable
way to track the effects of the variance on
the long-term ecological health of the allot-
ment on which the variance is used.

(b) EFFECT ON EXISTING GRAZING PRO-
GRAMS.—Nothing in this section affects—

(1) any livestock grazing program carried
out by the Secretary concerned as of the
date of enactment of this Act; or

(2) any statutory authority for any pro-
gram described in paragraph (1).

SEC. 5118. WATER SOURCE PROTECTION PRO-
GRAM.

Section 303 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 65642) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1)
through (7) as paragraphs (2) through (8), re-
spectively;

(B) by inserting before paragraph (2) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘(1) ADJACENT LAND.—The term ‘adjacent
land’ means non-Federal land, including
State, local, Indian, and private land, that is
adjacent to, and within the same watershed
as, National Forest System land on which a
watershed protection and restoration project
is carried out under this section.”; and

(C) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (G) and
(H) as subparagraphs (K) and (L), respec-
tively; and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (F) the
following:

‘(G) an acequia association;

‘““(H) a local, regional, or other public enti-
ty that manages stormwater or wastewater
resources or other related water infrastruc-
ture;

‘(1) a land-grant mercedes; and

‘“(J) a local, regional, or other private enti-
ty that has water delivery authority;”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and adjacent land” before
the period at the end;

(B) by striking ‘““The Secretary’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A watershed protec-
tion and restoration project under the Pro-
gram shall be designed—

“(A) to protect and restore watershed
health, water supply and quality, a munic-
ipal or agricultural water supply system, and
water-related infrastructure;

‘“(B) to protect and restore forest health
from insect infestation and disease or wild-
fire; or

‘“(C) to advance any combination of the
purposes described in subparagraphs (A) and
(B).

‘(3) PRIORITIES.—In selecting watershed
protection and restoration projects under
the Program, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to projects that would—

““(A) provide risk management benefits as-
sociated with drought, wildfire, post-wildfire
conditions, extreme weather events, flood-
ing, landslides, resilience to climate change,
and watershed and fire resilience, including
minimizing risks to watershed health, water
supply and quality, and water-related infra-
structure, including municipal and agricul-
tural water supply systems;

‘(B) support aquatic restoration and con-
servation efforts that complement existing
or planned forest restoration or wildfire risk
reduction efforts;

‘(C) provide quantifiable benefits to water
supply or quality and include the use of na-
ture-based solutions, such as restoring wet-
land and riparian ecosystems;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

“(D) include—

‘(1) partners with demonstrated capacity
to, and success in, designing and imple-
menting ecological restoration projects,
wildfire risk-reduction efforts, or post-wild-
fire restoration projects; or

‘“(ii) in the case of communities that have
historically lacked access to adequate re-
sources, partners with a strong likelihood of
success in designing and implementing a wa-
tershed protection and restoration project;
and

“(E) include—

‘(i) a contribution of funds or in-kind sup-
port from non-Federal partners in an amount
greater than the amount required under sub-
section (g)(2); or

‘“(ii) such other characteristics as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

¢“(4) CONDITIONS FOR PROJECTS ON ADJACENT
LAND.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—No project or activity
may be carried out under this section on ad-
jacent land, unless the owner of the adjacent
land provides express support for, and is a
willing and engaged partner in, carrying out
that project or activity.

‘(B) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section au-
thorizes any change in—

‘“(i) the ownership of adjacent land on
which a project or activity is carried out
under this section; or

‘“(ii) the management of adjacent land on
which a project or activity is carried out
under this section, except during the car-
rying out of that project or activity.”’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘agree-
ments with” and all that follows through the
period at the end and inserting the following:
‘“‘agreements with end water users to protect
and restore the condition of National Forest
watersheds and adjacent land that provide
water to—

‘“(A) end water users; or

‘“(B) end water users to protect and restore
the condition of National Forest watersheds
and adjacent land that provide water for the
benefit of another end water user.”;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘“‘or” at
the end;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘(D) in the case of an agreement with a
State, a county, or an Indian tribe for a
project carried out on National Forest Sys-
tem land—

‘(i) a good neighbor agreement entered
into under section 8206 of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (16 U.S.C. 2113a); or

‘(i) an agreement or contract entered into
under the Tribal Forest Protection Act of
2004 (Public Law 108-278; 118 Stat. 868); or’’;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

¢‘(3) COOPERATION WITH NON-FEDERAL PART-
NERS.—The Secretary shall cooperate, to the
maximum extent practicable, with non-Fed-
eral partners in carrying out assessments,
planning, project design, and project imple-
mentation under this section.”;

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A water source man-
agement plan shall be—

‘“(A) designed to protect and restore eco-
logical integrity (as defined in section 219.19
of title 36, Code of Federal Regulations (as in
effect on the date of enactment of this sub-
paragraph));

“(B) based on the best available scientific
information; and

‘(C) conducted in a manner consistent
with the forest plan applicable to the Na-
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tional Forest System land on which the wa-
tershed protection and restoration project is
carried out.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(4) REDUCING REDUNDANCY.—An existing
watershed plan, such as a watershed protec-
tion and restoration action plan developed
under section 304(a)(3), or other applicable
watershed planning documents approved by
the Secretary may be used as the basis for a
water source management plan under this
subsection.”’;

(5) in subsection (e)(1), by striking ‘‘pur-
pose of’ in the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A) and all that follows through the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘purpose of
advancing any of the purposes described in
subsection (b)(2).”’; and

(6) in subsection (g)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘at least equal to”’ and in-
serting ‘‘not less than 20 percent of’’;

(ii) by striking ‘“‘The Secretary’” and in-
serting the following:

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
the requirement under subparagraph (A) at
the discretion of the Secretary.’’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘fiscal
years 2019 through 2023’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal
years 2025 through 2031°’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (D); and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (B)
the following:

¢“(C) SET-ASIDE FOR PARTNER PARTICIPATION
IN PLANNING AND CAPACITY.—Of the amounts
made available under subparagraphs (A) and
(B) to carry out this section for each fiscal
year, the Secretary shall use not less than 10
percent for non-Federal partner technical as-
sistance participation and capacity-building
efforts in developing or implementing a
water source management plan under sub-
section (d).”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(b) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.—The Sec-
retary may include the value of forest res-
toration and watershed improvement work
implemented on adjacent land in the project
area in determining in-kind contributions to
a project from non-Federal partners under
paragraph (4)(A).”.

SEC. 5119. WATERSHED CONDITION FRAMEWORK
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.

Section 304(a) of the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6543(a)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)(A), by inserting ‘‘pro-
tection and’’ before ‘‘restoration’;

(2) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(3) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(7) to ensure that management activities
and authorizations do not result in long-
term degradation of watershed health of any
watershed in a National Forest.”.

SEC. 5120. TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION MAN-
AGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8703 of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (25 U.S.C.
3115b) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘‘MANAGEMENT DEMONSTRATION PROJECT’’ and
inserting ‘‘PROTECTION MANAGEMENT ACTIVI-
TIES AND PROJECTS’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c);

(3) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘demonstration’;

(B) by striking ‘‘federally recognized’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘programs of”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘activities and projects under’’;
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(D) by inserting ‘‘or compacts’ after ‘‘con-
tracts’’;

(E) by striking ‘56304 et seq.’” and inserting
6301 et seq.”’; and

(F) by striking the subsection designation
and heading and all that follows through
“and the Secretary’” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian Tribe’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

‘(2) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
‘Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).

“(b) ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS.—The Sec-
retary and the Secretary of the Interior’’;

(4) in subsection (¢) (as so redesignated)—

(A) by striking ‘‘contract or project’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘contract,
compact, or project’’;

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘subsection (a)”’ and inserting
‘“‘subsection (b)’’; and

(C) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘5304 et
seq.” and inserting ‘5301 et seq.”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(d) TorT CLAIMS PROCEDURE.—For pur-
poses of chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code, an employee of an Indian Tribe or
Tribal organization that enters into an
agreement, contract, or compact under sub-
section (b) shall be considered an employee
of the Forest Service while carrying out ac-
tivities and projects on behalf of the Forest
Service pursuant to that agreement, con-
tract, or compact.

‘‘(e) PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary and the Secretary of the Interior
shall—

‘(1) not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this subsection, make avail-
able, in an easily accessible format and loca-
tion, on the website of the Department of
Agriculture and the Department of the Inte-
rior, respectively, a list of the types of ac-
tivities and projects that Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations may enter into agree-
ments, contracts, or compacts to perform
under subsection (b); and

‘(2) update the list under paragraph (1) as
necessary.”’.

(b) TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT OF 2004
AMENDMENTS.—Section 2 of the Tribal Forest
Protection Act of 2004 (256 U.S.C. 3115a) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND.—
The term ‘Indian forest land or rangeland’
means—

“(A) land that—

‘(i) is held in trust, or subject to a restric-
tion against alienation, by the United States
for an Indian Tribe or a member of an Indian
Tribe; and

“(ii)(X) is Indian forest land (as defined in
section 304 of the National Indian Forest Re-
sources Management Act (256 U.S.C. 3103)); or

‘“(II)(aa) has a cover of grasses, brush, or
any similar vegetation; or

““(bb) formerly had a forest cover or vege-
tative cover that is capable of restoration;
and

“(B) land that—

‘(i) is in the State of Alaska and held by
an Alaska Native Corporation pursuant to
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.); and

“(ii)(X) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any
similar vegetation; or

“(IT) formerly had a forest cover or vegeta-
tive cover that is capable of restoration.”’;
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(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘450b’’ and
inserting ‘‘56304’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(5) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
‘Tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).”";

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND” and
inserting ‘‘OR RESTORE INDIAN FOREST LAND
OR RANGELAND AND FEDERAL LAND OF SPE-
CIAL SIGNIFICANCE’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or Tribal organization”
after ‘‘Indian tribe’’ each place it appears;

(ii) by striking ‘‘a project to protect Indian
forest land or rangeland (including a project
to restore Federal land that borders on or is
adjacent to Indian forest land or rangeland)’’
and inserting ‘‘activities and projects to pro-
tect or restore Indian forest land or range-
land or Federal land’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘activities described” and
inserting ‘‘activities and projects described’’;

(C) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or Trib-
al organization” after ‘‘Indian tribe’’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

“(3) ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS.—Under an
agreement or contract entered into under
paragraph (2), the Indian tribe or Tribal or-
ganization may carry out activities and
projects to achieve land management goals
for—

‘“(A) Federal land that is—

‘(i) under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary; and

‘“(ii) consistent with the criteria described
in subsection (c); and

‘“(B) Indian forest land or rangeland.”’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“‘for Federal Land’ after ‘‘Criteria’;

(B) by striking ‘‘an Indian tribe,” in the
matter preceding paragraph (1) and all that
follows through ‘“‘Indian tribe—’’ in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(2) and inserting the following: ‘‘Federal
land, are whether—

‘(1) the Federal land has a special geo-
graphic, historical, or cultural significance
to the Indian tribe or Tribal organization
and—"’;

(C) in paragraph (1) (as so designated)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking clause
(i) and inserting the following:

‘(i) Indian forest land or rangeland; or’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘res-
toration activities;”” and inserting ‘‘or water-
shed restoration activities; and’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graphs (2);

(E) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated)—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘and projects’ after ‘‘ac-
tivities’’;

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or Tribal organization”
after ‘‘Indian tribe’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘‘subject land; and’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Federal land.”’; and

(F) by striking paragraph (4);

(4) in subsection (d)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘or Tribal organization’ after
““Indian tribe’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“Indian
tribe for” and all that follows through the
period at the end and inserting the following:
‘“‘Indian tribe or Tribal organization for the
purpose of developing a strategy for pro-
tecting or restoring—

‘“(A) Indian forest land or rangeland; or

‘(B) Federal land that has a special geo-
graphic, historical, or cultural significance
to the Indian tribe or Tribal organization.’’;
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(5) in subsection (e), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or Tribal
organization” after ‘‘Indian tribe” each
place it appears;

(6) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘date of
enactment of this Act’” and inserting ‘‘date
of enactment of the Fix Our Forests Act’’;
and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) FEDERAL TORTS CLAIMS AcT Cov-
ERAGE.—While carrying out activities and
projects on behalf of the Bureau of Land
Management or the Forest Service pursuant
to an agreement or contract under this sec-
tion, an employee of an Indian tribe or Trib-
al organization shall be considered to be an
employee of the Bureau of Land Management
or the Forest Service, respectively, for pur-
poses of chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code.”.

SEC. 5121. ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL
WILDLAND FIRE RESEARCH CEN-

TERS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry, and the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources,
the Committee on Agriculture, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives; and

(C) any other committee of Congress with
the authority to facilitate the development
of wildland fire research.

(2) CAREER PATHWAY.—The term ‘‘career
pathway’ has the meaning given that term
in section 3 of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3102).

(3) FEDERAL SCIENCE AGENCY.—The term
“Federal science agency’” has the meaning
given that term in section 103(f) of the Amer-
ica COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 6623(f)).

(4) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’” has
the meaning given that term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).

(6) LAND-GRANT COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—The term ‘‘land-grant colleges and
universities’ has the meaning given that
term in section 1404 of the National Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3103).

(6) MINORITY-SERVING INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘‘minority-serving institution’” means
an institution defined in any of paragraphs
(1) through (7) of section 371(a) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a)).

(7) REGIONAL CENTER.—The term ‘‘regional
center’” means a regional wildland fire re-
search center established under subsection
(©)(@).

(8) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘Trib-
al organization’ has the meaning given that
term in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (25
U.S.C. 5304).

(9) WILDLAND FIRE.—The term ‘‘wildland
fire” means any non-structure fire that oc-
curs in vegetation or natural fuels and in-
cludes wildfires originating from an un-
planned ignition or prescribed fire.

(10) WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT AGEN-
CIES.—The term ‘‘wildland fire management
agencies’’ means—

(A) the Forest Service;

(B) the Bureau of Land Management;

(C) the National Park Service;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service; and

(E) the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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(11) WILDLAND FIRE RESEARCH.—The term
“wildland fire research’” means research to
better understand—

(A) the -causes and consequences of
wildland fires, including antecedent and con-
temporaneous factors that increase the risk
of catastrophic events;

(B) the spread and behavior of wildland
fires, including fires in the wildland-urban
interface;

(C) the efficacy of mitigation strategies for
wildland fires;

(D) the impact of wildland fires on public
health, safety, and the environment;

(E) the rehabilitation and restoration of af-
fected ecosystems after wildland fires; and

(F) the development of mitigation strate-
gies and techniques to improve the safety of
wildland fire managers and firefighters.

(b) COMPETITIVE PROCESS.—The Secretaries
shall establish a competitive process for the
selection and establishment of regional
wildland fire research centers in accordance
with subsection (c).

(c) SELECTION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF RE-
GIONAL CENTERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall se-
lect not fewer than 8 institutions of higher
education or land-grant colleges and univer-
sities at which to establish, in accordance
with the timeline described in paragraph (2),
regional centers to coordinate the develop-
ment of wildland fire research.

(2) TIMELINE.—In establishing regional cen-
ters under paragraph (1), the Secretaries
shall establish—

(A) as soon as practicable after the date of
enactment of this Act, subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, a pilot program
under which not fewer than 2 regional cen-
ters shall be established; and

(B) not later than 2 years after the date on
which the pilot program is established under
subparagraph (A), the remaining regional
centers.

(3) CRITERIA FOR SELECTION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In establishing a regional
center at an institution of higher education
or land-grant college or university under
this section, the Secretaries shall prioritize
the selection of institutions, colleges, or uni-
versities that meet not fewer than one of the
following criteria:

(i) Have existing programs of record in
wildland fire research.

(ii) Have existing partnerships with re-
search institutions of the Federal Govern-
ment and other academic institutions and
entities relating to wildland fire research.

(iii) Participate in or lead a program under
the Joint Fire Science Program.

(iv) Are a minority-serving institution.

(B) REGIONS.—The Secretaries shall estab-
lish not fewer than one regional center in
each of the following regions of the United
States, as defined by the Secretaries:

(i) Alaska.

(ii) California.

(iii) The Pacific Northwest.

(iv) The Pacific Islands.

(v) The Plains and Northeast.

(vi) The Rockies.

(vii) The Southeast.

(viii) The Southwest.

(4) PURPOSE.—Each regional center, with
respect to the region covered by the regional
center, shall—

(A) to the extent practical, coordinate re-
search with other wildland fire research enti-
ties, such as other academic institutions, the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, the National Science Foundation, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, the Department of Energy, the research
and development program of the Forest
Service, the National Laboratories, the
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United States Geological Survey, and State
and regional research organizations;

(B) improve the understanding of wildland
fire through wildland fire research that can
be applied by wildland fire management
agencies;

(C) develop technologies and other tools to
understand, monitor, and predict wildland
fire, including—

(i) models to predict fire potential and the
spread and behavior of wildland fire and
smoke;

(ii) models to predict how vegetation will
respond to changes in the environment and
wildland fire;

(iii) the integration of technologies to pre-
dict the spread and behavior of wildland fire
and smoke in as near-real-time as possible;
and

(iv) other innovations to be integrated into
operational decision support systems relat-
ing to wildland fire, such as the Wildland
Fire Decision Support System and the Inter-
agency Fuel Treatment Decision Support
System;

(D) develop technologies and other tools to
safely support land management activities
to reduce the severity of wildland fire;

(E) leverage predictive capabilities to re-
duce the impact of smoke on communities
and wildfire incident management teams, in-
cluding wildland firefighters;

(F) improve the understanding of post-fire
risk to the landscape, including flash flood-
ing potential and watershed impacts;

(G) test and operate models to support land
management decision-making, including
through—

(i) operating models to support manage-
ment of wildland fire and vegetation;

(ii) the demonstration of integration tech-
nologies to support management of wildland
fire in as near-real-time as possible; and

(iii) the incorporation of decision science
and social science that examines the percep-
tion and adoption of information related to
wildland fire risk;

(H) develop a career pathway training pro-
gram with respect to carrying out wildland
fire research;

(I) develop data management protocols to
allow for full and open exchange of data pur-
suant to the principles of findability, acces-
sibility, interoperability, and reusability
(commonly referred to as the ‘“FAIR prin-
ciples’) and archive and access that data;

(J) develop training programs for pre-
scribed fire implementation; and

(K) make its work and data fully and open-
ly available.

(d) ADVISORY BOARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with chap-
ter 10 of title 5, United States Code (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Federal Advisory
Committee Act’’), the Secretary shall estab-
lish at each regional center an advisory
board, to be known as the ‘‘Regional Advi-
sory Board”, to carry out the duties de-
scribed in paragraph (4).

(2) COMPOSITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each Regional Advisory
Board shall consist of members, who shall be
from, or have responsibility covering, the re-
gion covered by the relevant regional center,
including at minimum—

(i) one regional representative from each
wildland fire management agency, appointed
by that agency;

(ii) one representative from a State gov-
ernment agency from each State located in
that region with expertise in forestry and
wildland fire mitigation and management,
appointed by the Governor of that State;

(iii) one representative from an Indian
Tribe or Tribal organization from that re-
gion with expertise in forestry and wildland
fire mitigation and management on Tribal or
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Federal land, appointed by the Secretaries;
and

(iv) additional representatives
under subparagraph (B)(ii).

(B) ELECTED MEMBERSHIP.—

(i) SUBCOMMITTEE.—Each Regional Advi-
sory Board shall solicit and approve, on at
least an annual basis, nominations for indi-
viduals with operational expertise in
wildland fire mitigation and management to
serve as a representative on a subcommittee
to the Regional Advisory Board for the pur-
poses of clause (ii), composed of not more
than 15 individuals, including representa-
tives from, as applicable—

(I) institutions of higher education or land-
grant colleges and universities;

(IT) nongovernmental organizations;

(ITI) private industry;

(IV) the wildland firefighter community,
including organizations that represent the
interests of wildland firefighters; and

(V) Southwest Ecological Restoration In-
stitutes established under section 5(a) of the
Southwest Forest Health and Wildfire Pre-
vention Act of 2004 (16 U.S.C. 6704(a)).

(ii) ELECTION.—The subcommittee de-
scribed in clause (i) for a Regional Advisory
Board may elect a member or members of
the subcommittee to serve as a member of
the Regional Advisory Board under subpara-
graph (A)(iv) for a 2-year term.

(3) COMPENSATION.—Each member of a Re-
gional Advisory Board shall serve on a vol-
untary basis without compensation.

(4) DUuTIES.—Each Regional Advisory Board
shall—

(A) ensure and support the coordination of
wildland fire research between the relevant
regional center and Federal and State land
management agencies in that region;

(B) communicate the operational needs of
Federal and State land management agen-
cies and wildland fire management agencies
in that region to the relevant regional center
and to the Board governing the Wildfire In-
telligence Center appointed under section
5102(f);

(C) advise, in coordination with the rel-
evant regional center, on research goals and
objectives; and

(D) assist the relevant regional center with
the dissemination of research outputs and
data to the Board governing the Wildfire In-
telligence Center appointed under section
5102(f) and Federal and State land manage-
ment agencies and wildland fire management
agencies in that region.

(56) MEETINGS.—Each Regional
Board shall meet quarterly.

(6) TERM.—Unless specified otherwise, a
member of a Regional Advisory Board shall
serve for a term of 4 years.

(7) VACANCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A vacancy on a Regional
Advisory Board—

(i) shall not affect the powers of the Re-
gional Advisory Board; and

(ii) shall be filled in the same manner as
the original appointment was made by not
later than 180 days after the date on which
the vacancy occurs.

(B) FILLING UNEXPIRED TERM.—An indi-
vidual chosen to fill a vacancy shall be ap-
pointed for the unexpired term of the mem-
ber replaced.

(e) REPORT ON WILDLAND FIRE RESEARCH.—
Not later than each of 2 years and 4 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretaries, in consultation with the Board
governing the Wildfire Intelligence Center
appointed under section 5102(f), shall submit
to the appropriate committees of Congress a
report describing—

(1) the progress each regional center has
made in the development of wildland fire re-
search; and
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(2) recommendations to improve wildland
fire research.

(f) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the re-
quirements of this section, the Secretaries
shall consult with—

(1) Federal science agencies; and

(2) the Office of Science and Technology
Policy.

SEC. 5122. CONTRACTS, GRANTS, AND AGREE-
MENTS TO CARRY OUT CERTAIN
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION ACTIVI-
TIES.

Section 40804 of the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592a) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘“(g) CONTRACTS, GRANTS, AND AGREE-
MENTS.—To carry out the ecosystem restora-
tion activities described in subsection (b),
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through
the Chief of the Forest Service, may enter
into contracts, grants, or agreements, as ap-
propriate, with State agencies, Indian
Tribes, institutions of higher education (as
defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))), and
multistate coalitions—

‘(1) for the collection and maintenance of
native plant materials, including material
from managed seed orchards; and

‘“(2) for the production of native plant ma-
terials for revegetation.”’.

SEC. 5123. REFORESTATION OF LAND DE-
STROYED BY HERMIT'S PEAK/CALF
CANYON FIRE.

Section 104(d)(4) of the Hermit’s Peak/Calf
Canyon Fire Assistance Act (division G of
Public Law 117-180; 136 Stat. 2172) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) REFORESTATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)(B), subject to clause (ii), a claim
that is paid for injury under this Act may in-
clude damages resulting from the Hermit’s
Peak/Calf Canyon Fire for otherwise uncom-
pensated resource losses for costs of reason-
able efforts, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, incurred by the State of New Mexico
not later than December 31, 2030, to design
and construct a center for the purpose of re-
searching, developing, and generating native
seedlings.

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION.—The payment of a claim
under this Act may not include amounts to
design or construct a center described in
clause (i) until after all claims by an injured
person that are pending on the date of enact-
ment of this subparagraph are paid or other-
wise resolved.”.

SEC. 5124. CONTRACT PREFERENCE FOR LOCAL
CONTRACTORS FOR CERTAIN HAZ-
ARDOUS FUEL REDUCTION
PROJECTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title I of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 107 and 108 (16
U.S.C. 6517, 6518) as sections 108 and 109, re-
spectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 106 (16 U.S.C.
6516) the following:

“SEC. 107. CONTRACT PREFERENCE FOR LOCAL

CONTRACTORS FOR CERTAIN HAZ-
ARDOUS FUEL REDUCTION
PROJECTS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE LOCAL CONTRACTOR.—The
term ‘appropriate local contractor’ means an
entity that carries out, pursuant to a con-
tract or agreement, 1 or more authorized
projects located—

“(A) in a State in which—

‘(i) the entity has its principal place of
business, as certified by the entity or an in-
dividual representing the entity; and

‘“(ii) not fewer than 26 percent of the total
workforce assigned to the applicable con-
tract or agreement (including subcontractors
at any tier) will reside, as certified by the
entity or an individual representing the enti-
ty; or
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‘“(B) within a 60-mile radius of the State in
which the entity is registered as a business
or has its principal place of business, as cer-
tified by the entity or an individual rep-
resenting the entity.

‘(2) AUTHORIZED PROJECT.—The term ‘au-
thorized project’ includes any activity car-
ried out pursuant to—

‘“(A) an authorized hazardous fuel reduc-
tion project; or

‘“(B) a fireshed management project (as de-
fined in section 5002 of the Fix Our Forests
Act).

‘“(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service.

“(b) CONTRACT PREFERENCE.—Effective be-
ginning on the date of enactment of the Fix
Our Forests Act, the Secretary shall give
preference in awarding a contract to carry
out an authorized project in a State to an
appropriate local contractor, to the max-
imum extent practicable.

‘“(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of the Fix Our Forests
Act, and not less frequently than annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report that includes—

‘(1) a quantitative analysis of the number
and percentage of contracts awarded to ap-
propriate local contractors, the total dollar
value of those contracts, and an assessment
of the economic impact of the contract pref-
erence under subsection (b) on local employ-
ment and contractor capacity;

‘“(2) a description of the reasons for award-
ing a contract to carry out an authorized
project in a State to an individual or entity
that is not an appropriate local contractor;
and

““(3) a description of the implementation by
the Secretary of this section.

¢‘(d) MONITORING AND EVALUATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a monitoring and evaluation proc-
ess—

““(A) to assess compliance with the require-
ments of this section, including the contract
preference under subsection (b); and

‘(B) to support the reports required under
subsection (c¢).

‘“(2) PARTICIPANTS.—The process described
in paragraph (1) may include participation
by—

‘“(A) any cooperating governmental agen-
cies, including Tribal governments; and

‘(B) any other interested groups or indi-
viduals.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents contained in section 1(b) of the
Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003
(Public Law 108-148; 117 Stat. 1887) is amend-
ed by striking the items relating to sections
107 and 108 and inserting the following:

‘‘Sec. 107. Contract preference for local con-
tractors for certain hazardous
fuel reduction projects.

‘“‘Sec. 108. Effect of title.

‘“Sec. 109. Authorization of appropriations.”’.

Subtitle C—Litigation Reform

SEC. 5131. LITIGATION REFORM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY DOCUMENT.—The term ‘‘agency
document’’, with respect to a fireshed man-
agement project, means a record of decision,
decision memorandum, environmental docu-
ment, or programmatic environmental docu-
ment.

(2) COVERED AGENCY ACTION.—The term
‘‘covered agency action’ means—

(A) the establishment of a fireshed man-
agement project by an agency;

(B) the application of a categorical exclu-
sion to a fireshed management project;

(C) the preparation of any agency docu-
ment for a fireshed management project; and

(D) any other agency action as part of a
fireshed management project.
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(3) NEPA TERMS.—The terms ‘‘categorical
exclusion”, ‘“‘environmental document’, and
“programmatic environmental document’’
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 111 of the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e).

(b) LIMITATIONS ON JUDICIAL REVIEW.—

(1) LIMITATIONS ON INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.—

(A) TEMPORARY DELAY OF COVERED AGENCY
ACTION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, in the case of a claim arising
under Federal law seeking judicial review of
a covered agency action, a court shall not
issue a preliminary injunction against such
covered agency action unless the court de-
termines that—

(i) subject to subparagraph (C), such pre-
liminary injunction is in the public interest;

(ii) the balance of equities favors the plain-
biff;

(iii) the plaintiff is likely to succeed on the
merits; and

(iv) the plaintiff is likely to suffer irrep-
arable injury in the absence of preliminary
relief.

(B) PERMANENT LIMIT ON AGENCY ACTION.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
in the case of a claim arising under Federal
law seeking judicial review of a covered
agency action, a court shall not issue a per-
manent injunction against such covered
agency action, or an order to otherwise per-
manently limit such covered agency action,
unless a court determines that—

(i) subject to subparagraph (C), such per-
manent injunction or order is in the public
interest;

(ii) the balance of equities favors the plain-
tiff;

(iii) the plaintiff has suffered or will suffer
irreparable injury; and

(iv) no adequate remedy is available at
law.

(C) PUBLIC INTEREST DETERMINATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In determining under sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) whether a prelimi-
nary or permanent injunction against, or
other order with respect to, a covered agency
action is in the public interest, the consider-
ations of the court shall include—

(I) the purpose for which an agency is un-
dertaking the fireshed management project
relating to such covered agency action;

(IT) the likelihood that the fireshed man-
agement project will achieve the stated pur-
pose of the fireshed management project; and

(ITI) the short- and long-term effects of
proceeding with the covered agency action,
as compared to delaying or limiting such
covered agency action, including the poten-
tial for significant increases in wildfire risk
or severity and significant threats to the
health of the ecosystem.

(ii) WEIGHT OF PUBLIC INTEREST FACTOR.—In
determining whether to issue any injunction
or order under subparagraph (A) or (B), a
court shall give significant, but not nec-
essarily dispositive, weight to its consider-
ation of whether such order is in the public
interest.

(2) REMAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, in the case of a claim
arising under Federal law seeking judicial
review of a covered agency action, if the
court remands the matter to the agency, the
court shall remand with instructions to
carry out, during the 180-day period begin-
ning on the date of such remand, such addi-
tional actions as may be necessary to redress
any cognizable harm giving rise to such
claim.

(B) VACATUR.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—In remanding a matter to
an agency under subparagraph (A), the court
shall remand with vacatur only if—
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(I) the seriousness of any deficiencies in
the covered agency action weigh in favor of
vacatur; and

(IT) the court determines that any disrup-
tive consequences of vacatur, including the
short- and long-term effects of vacating the
covered agency action or any part of such
covered agency action, do not outweigh the
justification for vacatur.

(ii) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making the deter-
mination described in clause (i)(II), the court
shall consider whether vacatur would
cause—

(I) any significant increases in wildfire
risk or severity, and

(IT) any significant threats to the health of
the ecosystem.

(C) EFFECT OF REMAND ON AGENCY.—In the
case of a covered agency action subject to re-
mand without vacatur, or with partial
vacatur, pursuant to this paragraph, the
agency may—

(i) continue to carry out such covered
agency action, or such parts of the covered
agency action as are not vacated, to the ex-
tent that doing so does not interfere with
any additional actions required pursuant to
subparagraph (A); and

(ii) use any format, as appropriate, to cor-
rect an agency document (including a sup-
plemental environmental document, memo-
randum, or errata sheet), provided that such
format is appropriate to the nature of the de-
ficiency.

(3) PRESERVATION OF AUTHORITY.—Nothing
in this section alters, limits, or displaces the
authority of a court to review a covered
agency action under section 706(2) of title 5,
United States Code.

(c) LIMITATIONS ON CLAIMS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, a claim
arising under Federal law seeking judicial
review of a covered agency action shall be
barred unless—

(1) with respect to an agency document or
the application of a categorical exclusion no-
ticed in the Federal Register, such claim is
filed not later than 150 days after the date of
publication of a notice in the Federal Reg-
ister of agency intent to carry out the
fireshed management project relating to
such covered agency document or applica-
tion, unless a shorter period is specified in
such Federal law; or

(2) in the case of an agency document or
the application of a categorical exclusion
not described in paragraph (1), if such agency
document or application is otherwise pub-
lished or noticed, such claim is filed not
later than 150 days after the date that is the
earlier of—

(A) the date on which such agency docu-
ment or application is published; and

(B) the date on which such agency docu-
ment or application is noticed.

SEC. 5132. CONSULTATION ON FOREST PLANS.

(a) FOREST SERVICE PLANS.—Section 6(d)(2)
of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C.
1604(d)(2)) is amended to read as follows:

“(2) NO ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION REQUIRED
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary shall not be required to reinitiate
consultation under section 7(a)(2) of the En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1536(a)(2)) or section 402.16 of title 50, Code of
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion), on a land management plan approved,
amended, or revised under this section
when—

‘“(A) a new species is listed or critical habi-
tat is designated under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); or

‘(B) new information reveals effects of the
land management plan that may affect a spe-
cies listed or critical habitat designated
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under that Act in a manner or to an extent
not previously considered.”.

(b) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PLANS.—
Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(g) NO ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION RE-
QUIRED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary shall not be required to reini-
tiate consultation under section 7(a)(2) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1536(a)(2)) or section 402.16 of title 50, Code of
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion), on a land use plan approved, amended,
or revised under this section when—

‘(1) a new species is listed or critical habi-
tat is designated under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); or

‘“(2) new information reveals effects of the
land use plan that may affect a species listed
or critical habitat designated under that Act
in a manner or to an extent not previously
considered.”.

Subtitle D—Prescribed Fire
SEC. 5141. PRESCRIBED FIRE ELIGIBLE ACTIVI-
TIES, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES.

(a) DEFINITION OF PRESCRIBED FIRE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In this section, the term
‘“‘prescribed fire’’ means a fire deliberately
ignited to burn wildland fuels in a natural or
modified state—

(A) under specified environmental condi-
tions that are intended to allow the fire—

(i) to be confined to a predetermined area;
and

(ii) to produce the fireline intensity and
rate of spread required to attain planned re-
source management objectives; and

(B) in accordance with applicable law (in-
cluding regulations).

(2) EXCLUSION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘prescribed fire’’ does not include a fire that
is ignited for the primary purpose of pile
burning.

(3) CULTURAL BURNING.—In this section, the
term ‘‘prescribed fire’’ includes specified cul-
tural burning activities that an Indian Tribe
designates for treatment as prescribed fire
for the purposes of this section.

(b) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned
may carry out eligible activities described in
paragraph (2) for hazardous fuels manage-
ment with respect to land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary concerned.

(2) DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES.—The activi-
ties referred to in paragraph (1) are—

(A) with respect to prescribed fires on Fed-
eral land, or on non-Federal land if the Sec-
retary concerned determines that such ac-
tivities would benefit resources on Federal
land—

(i) entering into procurement contracts or
cooperative agreements for prescribed fire
activities;

(ii) issuing grants from an existing grant
program to a State, Indian Tribe, local gov-
ernment, prescribed fire council, prescribed
burn association, or nonprofit organization
for the implementation of prescribed fires,
including—

(I) carrying out necessary environmental
reviews;

(IT) carrying out any site preparation nec-
essary for implementing prescribed fires; and

(ITII) conducting any required pre-ignition
cultural and environmental surveys; and

(iii) conducting outreach to the public, In-
dian Tribes and beneficiaries, and adjacent
landowners;

(B) implementing prescribed fires on non-
Federal land, if the Secretary concerned de-
termines that the prescribed fire would ben-
efit Federal land, including—

(i) carrying out necessary environmental
reviews;
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(ii) carrying out any site preparation nec-
essary for implementing prescribed fires; and

(iii) conducting any required pre-ignition
cultural and environmental surveys;

(C) providing training for prescribed fire
and basic smoke management practices to
Federal employees and cooperators;

(D) conducting post-prescribed fire activi-
ties, such as monitoring for hazard trees or
reignitions and invasive species manage-
ment; and

(E) providing technical or financial assist-
ance to a State, Indian Tribe, local govern-
ment, prescribed fire council, prescribed
burn association, or nonprofit organization
for the purpose of providing training for pre-
scribed fire or basic smoke management
practices, consistent with any standards de-
veloped by the National Wildfire Coordi-
nating Group or State-prescribed fire stand-
ards.

(3) PRIORITIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary concerned shall coordi-
nate with the other Secretary concerned,
State and local government agencies, Indian
Tribes, and applicable nongovernmental or-
ganizations to establish prioritization cri-
teria for carrying out the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

(B) REQUIREMENT.—In establishing criteria
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary con-
cerned shall give priority to a project that
is—

(i) implemented across a large contiguous
area;

(ii) cross-boundary in nature;

(iii) located in an area that is—

(I) within or adjacent to the wildland-
urban interface and identified as a priority
area in a statewide forest action plan,
fireshed assessment, or community wildfire
protection plan; or

(IT) identified by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, in consultation with the appropriate In-
dian Tribe, as important to the protection of
a Tribal trust resource or the reserved or
treaty rights of an Indian Tribe identified by
the Secretary concerned, in consultation
with the appropriate Indian Tribe;

(iv) on land that is at high or very high
risk of experiencing a wildfire that would be
difficult to suppress;

(v) in an area that is designated as critical
habitat and in need of ecological restoration
or enhancement that can be achieved with
the aid of prescribed fire; or

(vi) supportive of potential operational de-
lineations or strategic response zones.

(¢c) POLICIES AND PRACTICES.—The Sec-
retary concerned, in coordination with State
and local governments and Indian Tribes,
shall develop a prescribed fire operational
strategy for each region of the National For-
est System or the Department of the Inte-
rior, as applicable, that describes—

(1) the fire deficit, by region; and

(2) staffing and funding needs to address
the fire deficit described in paragraph (1).
SEC. 5142. HUMAN RESOURCES.

(a) COMPETENCIES FOR FIREFIGHTERS.—The
Secretaries, in coordination with the Fire
Executive Council, shall task the National
Wildfire Coordinating Group with the duty
to adjust training requirements to obtain a
certification to serve in a supervisory role
for a prescribed fire and any other positions
determined to be necessary by the Secre-
taries—

(1) in order to reduce the time required to
obtain such a certification; and

(2) such that significant experience, gained
exclusively during a prescribed fire, is re-
quired to obtain such a certification.

(b) ENHANCING INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN
FEDERAL AND NON-FEDERAL PRACTITIONERS.—

(1) QUALIFICATION DATABASES AND DISPATCH
SYSTEMS.—The Secretaries shall establish, to
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the extent practicable, a collaborative proc-
ess to create mechanisms for non-Federal
fire practitioners to be included in pre-
scribed fire and wildfire resource ordering
and reimbursement processes.

(2) PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS.—The Secre-
taries may—

(A) develop partnership agreements for
prescribed fire with all relevant State, Fed-
eral, Tribal, university, and nongovern-
mental entities that choose to be included in
resource ordering and reimbursement proc-
esses under paragraph (1);

(B) create agreements and structures nec-
essary to include non-Federal and other non-
traditional partners in direct work with Fed-
eral agencies to address prescribed fires; and

(C) treat any prescribed fire practitioner
meeting the National Wildfire Coordinating
Group standards as eligible to be included in
statewide participating agreements.

SEC. 5143. LIABILITY OF PRESCRIBED FIRE MAN-
AGERS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘covered
activity’”” means an activity carried out on
Federal land directly related to a wildland
fire, prescribed fire, or prescribed fire with
cultural objectives in the course of executing
a Federal action.

(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity’”’ means a non-Federal entity that—

(A) carries out a covered activity; and

(B) is acting—

(i) under the direct supervision of a Fed-
eral employee; and

(ii) within the scope of a contract or agree-
ment in carrying out that covered activity.

(b) INDEMNITY OF FEDERAL AND TRIBAL EM-
PLOYEES.—The Secretaries, in coordination
with the Attorney General, shall develop a
voluntary training course for employees in-
volved in covered activities describing—

(1) liability protections afforded to those
employees when acting within the scope of
their employment;

(2) the limits on any liability protections
under paragraph (1); and

(3) reimbursements available for qualified
employees for professional liability insur-
ance under section 636 of division A of Public
Law 104-208 (5 U.S.C. prec. 5941 note).

(¢) INDEMNITY OF OTHER COOPERATORS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective beginning on the
date of enactment of this Act, a covered en-
tity shall be considered to be an employee of
the Federal Government for purposes of
chapter 171 of title 28, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘Federal Tort
Claims Act’’), while that covered entity car-
ries out any covered activity.

(2) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries, in consultation with the Attorney
General, shall issue guidance regarding the
necessary provisions of, and implementation
requirements for, contracts or agreements
that would extend liability protection to
covered entities pursuant to paragraph (1).

(3) REIMBURSEMENT.—Beginning in the first
fiscal year that begins after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretaries shall re-
quest, through annual appropriations, funds
sufficient to reimburse the Treasury for any
claims paid during the preceding fiscal year
pursuant to paragraph (1).

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section limits
or otherwise affects the application of—

(1) any statutory or judicial immunity to
any Federal employee;

(2) chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Federal Tort
Claims Act’’), to any Federal employee; or

(3) section 314 of Public Law 101-512 (25
U.S.C. 5321 note).

SEC. 5144. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.
(a) SMOKE MANAGEMENT AGENCIES.—
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(1) PoLicy.—The Secretaries shall ensure
that policies, training, and programs of the
Secretaries are consistent with this sub-
section—

(A) to facilitate greater use of prescribed
fire in a safe and responsible manner, with
appropriate monitoring to prevent pre-
scribed fires from exceeding containment;

(B) to address public health and safety, in-
cluding impacts from smoke from wildfires
and prescribed fires; and

(C) to improve and leverage smoke mod-
eling and smoke monitoring using existing
systems and programs, including the Inter-
agency Wildland Fire Air Quality Response
Program established under section 1114(f) of
the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation Act (43 U.S.C.
1748b-1(f)), to provide consistent forecasts on
air quality impacts from wildfire and pre-
scribed fire.

(2) COORDINATION AMONG FEDERAL, TRIBAL,
AND STATE AIR QUALITY AGENCIES AND FED-
ERAL, TRIBAL, AND STATE LAND MANAGEMENT
AGENCIES.—To facilitate the use of prescribed
fire on Federal, State, Tribal, and private
land, the Executive Director, in cooperation
with the Environmental Protection Agency,
Federal and State land management agen-
cies, shall coordinate with State, Tribal, and
local air quality agencies that regulate
smoke under the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C.
7401 et seq.)—

(A) to the maximum extent practicable, to
provide State, Tribal, and local air quality
agencies with guidance, data, imagery, or
modeling to support the development of ex-
ceptional event demonstrations for pre-
scribed fire in accordance with sections 50.14
and 51.930 of title 40, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations);

(B) to develop archives and automated
tools to provide State, Tribal, and local air
quality agencies with the data, imagery, and
modeling under subparagraph (A);

(C) to provide technical assistance, best
practices, or templates to States, Indian
Tribes, and local governments for the use of
the State, Indian Tribe, or local government
in approving the use of prescribed fire under
a State, Tribal, or local government smoke
management program;

(D)(i) to promote basic smoke management
practices and other best practices to protect
the public from wildfire smoke;

(ii) to disseminate information about basic
smoke management practices;

(iii) to educate landowners that use pre-
scribed fire about the importance of—

(I) using basic smoke management prac-
tices; and

(IT) including basic smoke management
practices as a component of a prescribed fire
plan;

(iv) to share with the public information,
in coordination with other State and local
agencies with responsibility for smoke moni-
toring or regulation, about measures that in-
dividuals can take to protect themselves
from wildfire smoke; and

(v) to promote further development of
smoke-ready efforts to allow communities to
be prepared for smoke, including promotion
of smoke planning in community wildfire
protection plans; and

(E) to develop guidance and tools to
streamline the demonstration of a clear
causal relationship between prescribed fire
smoke and a related exceedance or contribu-
tion to an exceedance of a national ambient
air quality standard.

(3) PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH.—To address
the public health and safety concerns of the
expanded use of prescribed fire under this
subtitle, the Secretaries, in coordination
with the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Director
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
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vention, shall conduct research to improve
or develop—

(A) wildfire smoke prediction models;

(B) smoke impact display tools for the pub-
lic and decisionmakers, including for health
impacts and transportation safety;

(C) appropriate, cost-effective, and con-
sistent communications strategies to miti-
gate the impacts of smoke from prescribed
fire on nearby communities;

(D) consistent nationally and scientifically
supported messages regarding personal pro-
tection equipment for the public;

(E) prescribed fire activity tracking and
emission inventory systems for planning and
post-treatment accountability; and

(F) air quality and atmospheric deposition
monitoring to understand smoke impacts of
wildland fires.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF LANDSCAPE-SCALE
FEDERAL PRESCRIBED FIRE PLANS.—

(1) INCLUSION OF LANDSCAPE-SCALE PRE-
SCRIBED FIRE PLANS.—The Secretary con-
cerned, with respect to units of the National
Forest System and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment districts with existing prescribed fire
programs—

(A) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, shall determine which
of those units or districts have landscape-
scale prescribed fire plans;

(B) not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, shall—

(i) determine whether each plan described
in subparagraph (A) requires revision; and

(ii) establish a schedule for the revision of
each plan described in subparagraph (A) that
requires revision; and

(C) may develop landscape-scale prescribed
fire plans for any units or districts that do
not have landscape-scale prescribed fire
plans, as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary concerned.

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall—

(A) comply with—

(i) the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

(ii) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.);

(iii) division A of subtitle III of title 54,
United States Code; and

(iv) any other applicable laws; and

(B) consider the site-specific environ-
mental consequences of the landscape-scale
prescribed fire decisions under this sub-
section.

(3) COLLABORATIVE DEVELOPMENT.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1), the Secretary con-
cerned shall collaborate with diverse actors
from academia, the Forest Service and Bu-
reau of Land Management research and de-
velopment offices, nongovernmental organi-
zations, Indian Tribes, and other entities, as
determined appropriate by the Secretary
concerned.

(4) REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary concerned
shall submit to Congress a report describing
the progress of the Secretary concerned in
carrying out this subsection.

SEC. 5145. COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND
CONTRACTS FOR PRESCRIBED FIRE.

(a) AGREEMENTS AND CONTRACTS.—

(1) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this
subsection, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means
a State, an Indian Tribe, a unit of local gov-
ernment, a fire district, a nongovernmental
organization, and a private entity.

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretaries may
each enter into a cooperative agreement or
contract with an eligible entity, for a period
of not longer than 10 years, that authorizes
the eligible entity—

(A) to coordinate, plan, or conduct a pre-
scribed fire on Federal land; or
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(B) to conduct a prescribed fire training
event.

(3) SUBCONTRACTS.—A State, Indian Tribe,
county, or eligible entity that enters into a
cooperative agreement or contract under
paragraph (1) may enter into a subcontract,
in accordance with applicable employment
and contracting laws and procedures of the
State, Indian Tribe, county, or eligible enti-
ty—

(A) to conduct a prescribed fire on Federal
land; or

(B) to conduct a prescribed fire training
event pursuant to that cooperative agree-
ment or contract.

(4) APPLICABLE LAW.—A prescribed fire con-
ducted pursuant to this subsection shall be
carried out on a project-by-project basis
under—

(A) existing authorities of the applicable
Federal agency responsible for the manage-
ment of the applicable Federal land; and

(B) the employment and contracting laws
of an Indian Tribe in accordance with para-
graph (3), as applicable.

(5) PRESERVATION OF DECISION AUTHORITY.—
An eligible entity may not carry out a
project under this subsection pursuant to a
cooperative agreement or contract without
the prior written approval of each Secretary
that entered into the cooperative agreement
or contract.

(b) TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT OF 2004
AMENDMENTS.—The Tribal Forest Protection
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-278; 118 Stat. 868)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 4. TRIBAL PRESCRIBED BURN DEMONSTRA-
TION PROJECT.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may
enter into a contract or agreement with an
Indian Tribe under this Act that provides for
prescribed burns on Federal land pursuant to
this section.

‘““(b) ScorPE.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, a contract or agreement en-
tered into under this section may—

‘(1) use a burn plan that, on approval by
the Secretary, allows multiple prescribed
burns to be conducted in accordance with the
burn plan to eliminate the need for indi-
vidual burn plans for each prescribed burn
and enable forest managers to have the flexi-
bility to conduct prescribed burns when con-
ditions allow; and

¢(2) include terms that—

‘“(A) the Secretary may authorize an In-
dian Tribe to plan, coordinate, and execute
prescribed burns on the behalf of the Sec-
retary within the scope of the burn plan in-
cluding applying the National Wildfire Co-
ordinating Group standards for prescribed
fire planning and implementation, to the ex-
tent authorized by Federal law;

“(B) any applicable Federal standard that
requires a certain number of personnel to be
on-hand during prescribed burns may be sat-
isfied by regional Federal, State, or Tribal
resources and personnel; and

‘(C) where appropriate, the Secretary shall
work with other Federal agencies and Tribal,
State, and local governments to coordinate
and communicate the shared objectives of
the prescribed burn and ensure activities
comply with applicable law and regula-
tions.”.

(c) COOPERATIVE FUNDS AND DEPOSITS ACT
AMENDMENTS.—Public Law 94-148 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Cooperative Funds and Depos-
its Act”’) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence of the first section
(16 U.S.C. 5656a-1), by inserting ‘‘prescribed
fire and prescribed fire training events,”
after ‘‘including fire protection,’’; and

(2) in section 2 (16 U.S.C. 565a-2), by insert-
ing ¢, section 4 of the Tribal Forest Protec-
tion Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-278; 118 Stat.
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868), or section 5145(a) of the Fix Our Forests

Act” after ‘‘authorized by section 1.

SEC. 5146. FACILITATING RESPONSIBLE USE OF
PRESCRIBED FIRE.

The Secretary, acting through the Chief of
the Forest Service, shall—

(1) use all available resources to ensure
prescribed burns conducted by the Forest
Service are extinguished; and

(2) update the prescribed burn policies of
the Forest Service to reflect the findings and
recommendations included in the report of
the Forest Service entitled ‘‘National Pre-
scribed Fire Program Review” and dated
September 2022.

TITLE II—PROTECTING COMMUNITIES AT
RISK
Subtitle A—Community Wildfire Risk
Reduction
SEC. 5201. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE RISK REDUC-
TION PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 120
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretaries and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the United States Fire Administra-
tion, shall jointly establish an interagency
program, to be known as the ‘“‘Community
Wildfire Risk Reduction Program’ (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Program’’), which
shall consist of at least 1 representative from
each of the following:

(1) The Office of Wildland Fire of the De-
partment of the Interior.

(2) The National Park Service.

(3) The Bureau of Land Management.

(4) The United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.

(5) The Bureau of Indian Affairs.

(6) The Forest Service.

(7) The Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

(8) The United States Fire Administration.

(9) The National Institute of Standards and
Technology.

(10) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

(11) The National Wildfire Coordinating
Group.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the Program
is to support interagency coordination in re-
ducing the risk of, and the damages resulting
from, wildland fires in communities (includ-
ing Tribal communities) in the wildland-
urban interface through—

(1) advancing research and science in
wildland fire resilience, land management,
and risk reduction in the built environment,
including support for non-Federal research
partnerships;

(2) using current programming already
available to Federal agencies;

(3) supporting the development of fire-re-
sistant building methods, codes, and stand-
ards for community wildland fire risk reduc-
tion, including by promoting ignition-resist-
ant construction, defensible space, and other
measures demonstrated to effectively reduce
wildland fire risks, as informed by the best
available science;

(4) supporting adoption by Indian Tribes
and local governmental entities of fire-re-
sistant building methods, codes, and stand-
ards;

(5) supporting efforts by Indian Tribes and
local governmental entities to address the
effects of wildland fire on those commu-
nities, including property damages, air qual-
ity, and water quality;

(6) encouraging public-private partnerships
to conduct hazardous fuels management ac-
tivities near and within the wildland-urban
interface, including creating or improving
defensible space around structures;

(7) providing technical and financial assist-
ance targeted towards communities (includ-
ing Tribal communities) through stream-
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lined and unified technical assistance and
grant management mechanisms—

(A) to encourage critical risk-reduction
measures on private property with high
wildland fire risk exposure in those commu-
nities; and

(B) to mitigate costs for, and improve ca-
pacity among, those communities;

(8) reducing risk in the built environment
by encouraging increased mitigation meas-
ures, such as the use of ignition-resistant
construction and retrofitting materials;

(9) coordinating budgets among the agen-
cies described in subsection (a) to identify
gaps and reduce overlap;

(10) supporting the integration of wildland
fire risk reduction measure and technical as-
sistance into existing Federal programs,
where practicable; and

(11) advancing the development of early
wildfire detection and warning systems for
rapid response and community alerts.

(¢c) DUTIES.—In carrying out this section,
the representatives described in subsection
(a) shall—

(1) meet not less frequently than once per
year;

(2) ensure coordination, as appropriate,
with other Federal agencies not identified in
that subsection; and

(3) seek to gather feedback, as appropriate,
from States, Indian Tribes, local govern-
ments, academic or research institutions,
private entities, and such other entities as
the Secretaries and the Secretary of Home-
land Security, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the United States Fire Administra-
tion, determine to be appropriate, to im-
prove the function and operation of the Pro-
gram.

(d) COORDINATION.—The Secretaries and the
Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Administrator of the United
States Fire Administration, shall seek to en-
sure that States and Indian Tribes are in-
vited and represented in meetings and other
activities under this section.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and not
less frequently than once every 2 years
thereafter, the Program, acting through the
representatives described in subsection (a),
shall submit to the relevant committees of
Congress a report that—

(1) describes the activities carried out
under the Program during the 2 preceding
years;

(2) assesses the management, coordination,
implementation, and effectiveness of Pro-
gram activities;

(3) suggests improvements for the coordi-
nation and engagement of the Program with
States, Indian Tribes, units of local govern-
ment, and at-risk communities;

(4) assesses trends and developments in
science and engineering relating to wildfire
risk reduction in the built environment,
land-use planning, and vegetation manage-
ment that could be used to improve the ef-
fectiveness or efficiency of the Program;

(5) provides recommendations, to the max-
imum extent practicable—

(A) to improve the Program, including the
ability of the Program to provide financial
or technical assistance to States, Indian
Tribes, units of local government, and at-
risk communities; and

(B) to modify existing requirements for
Federal assistance or programs that support
community wildfire risk reduction to im-
prove the delivery, effectiveness, or avail-
ability of such assistance or programs;

(6) describes and itemizes the total amount
of funding relating to community wildfire
risk reduction that was obligated during the
2 preceding fiscal years by the agencies de-
scribed in subsection (a); and



June 22, 2026

(7) describes any feedback incorporated
from non-Federal stakeholders to improve
the function and operation of the Program.

(f) SUNSET.—The Program terminates on
the date that is 7 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 5202. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE DEFENSE RE-
SEARCH PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, acting
jointly, shall expand the Joint Fire Science
Program to include a performance-driven re-
search and development program, to be
known as the ‘“‘Community Wildfire Defense
Research Program’ (referred to in this sec-
tion as the ‘‘Program’), for the purpose of
testing and advancing innovative designs to
establish or improve the wildfire resistance
of structures and communities.

(b) PROGRAM PRIORITIES.—In carrying out
the Program, the Secretaries shall evaluate
efforts and opportunities on or after the date
of enactment of this Act to establish wild-
fire-resistant structures and communities
through—

(1) different affordable building materials,
including mass timber;

(2) home hardening, including policies to
incentivize and incorporate defensible space;

(3) preparation for wildland fire smoke;

(4) subdivision design and other land-use
planning and design;

(5) landscape architecture; and

(6) other wildfire-resistant designs, as de-
termined by the Secretaries.

(c) COMMUNITY WILDFIRE DEFENSE INNOVA-
TION PRIZE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Pro-
gram, the Secretaries shall carry out a com-
petition through which a person may submit
to the Secretaries innovative designs for the
establishment or improvement of an igni-
tion-resistant structure or fire-adapted com-
munity.

(2) PRIZE.—Subject to the availability of
appropriations made in advance for that pur-
pose, the Secretaries may award a prize
under the competition described in para-
graph (1), based on criteria established by
the Secretaries and in accordance with para-
graph (3).

(3) SCALE.—In awarding a prize under para-
graph (2), the Secretaries shall prioritize for
an award designs with the greatest potential
to scale to existing infrastructure.

(d) COLLABORATION AND NONDUPLICATION.—
In carrying out the Program, the Secretaries
shall ensure collaboration and nonduplica-
tion of activities with the Building Tech-
nologies Office of the Department of Energy.

(e) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the
Program, the Secretaries shall coordinate
with the Administrator of the United States
Fire Administration.

(f) SUNSET.—The Program terminates on
the date that is 7 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 5203. COMMUNITY WILDFIRE DEFENSE
GRANT PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS.

Section 40803(f) of the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act (16 U.S.C. 6592(f)) is
amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1)(B), and insert-
ing the following:

‘(B) to carry out projects, including—

‘(i) landscape and hazardous fuels reduc-
tion treatments;

‘“(ii) the retrofit, modification, or mainte-
nance of a structure to improve resistance to
fire;

‘‘(iii) creating defensible space around
structures to improve resistance to fire;

‘“(iv) hardening infrastructure, including
evacuation routes, to improve resistance to
fire;

‘(v) any other project described in a com-
munity wildfire protection plan that is not
more than 10 years old; and
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“(vi) deployment of wildfire technologies
determined to be successful under section
5303 of the Fix Our Forests Act.”’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘or”’
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) located in a fireshed management
area (as defined in section 5002 of the Fix Our
Forests Act).””; and

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (C)@),
‘‘continental’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EX-
PENSES.—Not more than 7 percent of funds
obligated under this subsection may be used
for administrative expenses incurred by the
Secretary of Agriculture.”.

SEC. 5204. UPDATED DEFINITION
COMMUNITY.

Section 101 of the Healthy Forests Restora-
tion Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6511) is amended by
striking paragraph (1) and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) AT-RISK COMMUNITY.—The term ‘at-
risk community’ means an area that is com-
posed of—

‘“(A) an interface community (as defined in
the notice entitled ‘Wildland Urban Interface
Communities Within the Vicinity of Federal
Lands That Are at High Risk From Wildfire’
(66 Fed. Reg. 753 (January 4, 2001)) issued by
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary of the Interior in accordance with
title IV of the Department of the Interior
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2001 (114 Stat. 1009));

‘“(B) a group of homes and other structures
with basic infrastructure and services (such
as utilities and collectively maintained
transportation routes) at risk from wildfire,
as recognized in a fireshed, State, Tribal,
local, regional, territorial, or national wild-
fire risk assessment; or

‘(C) a group of homes and other structures
with basic infrastructure and services (such
as utilities and collectively maintained
transportation routes), as determined by the
Secretary of Agriculture.”.

Subtitle B—Vegetation Management,
Reforestation, and Local Fire Risk Mitigation
SEC. 5211. VEGETATION MANAGEMENT, FACILITY

INSPECTION, AND OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE RELATING TO ELEC-
TRIC TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBU-
TION FACILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY.

(a) HAZARD TREES WITHIN 150 FEET OF
ELECTRIC POWER LINE.—Section 512(a)(1)(B)
of the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1772(a)(1)(B)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘“‘likely to—’" and inserting ‘‘like-
ly—"

(2) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘to’’ after the
clause designation; and

(3) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘come within
10’ and inserting ‘‘to come within 150”°.

(b) CONSULTATION WITH PRIVATE LAND-
OWNERS.—Section 512(c)(3)(E) of the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1772(c)(3)(E)) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the
end;

(2) in clause (ii), by striking the period and
inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(iii) consulting with a private landowner
with respect to any hazard trees identified
for removal from land owned by the private
landowner.”.

(¢) REVIEW AND APPROVAL PROCESS.—Sec-
tion 512(c)(4)(A) of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976 (43 TU.S.C.

by striking
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1772(¢c)(4)(A)) is amended by striking clause
(iv) and inserting the following:

‘“(iv) ensures that—

“(I) a plan submitted without a modifica-
tion under clause (iii) shall be automatically
approved by the date that is 120 days after
the date of submission; and

““(IT) for a plan submitted with a modifica-
tion under clause (iii), if the plan is not ap-
proved by the date that is 120 days after the
date of submission, the Secretary concerned
shall develop and submit to the owner and
operator a letter describing—

‘“(aa) a detailed timeline (to conclude by
the date that is 165 days after the date of
submission of the plan) for completing re-
view of the plan;

‘“‘(bb) any identified deficiencies in the plan
and specific opportunities for the owner or
operator to address each deficiency; and

‘‘(cc) any other relevant information, as
determined by the Secretary concerned.”.

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 512 of
the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1772) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘MANAGMENT’’ and inserting ‘‘MANAGEMENT’’;
and

(2) in subsection (c)(4)(A)({i), by striking
“and’” at the end.

(e) VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN RE-
VIEW.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretaries
shall submit to the relevant committees of
Congress a report describing, with respect to
vegetation management plans submitted
under section 512 of the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1772)—

(1) the extent to which those vegetation
management plans under are reviewed and
approved within the 120-day period required
under subsection (¢)(4)(A)(iv) of that section;

(2) for any vegetation management plan
not reviewed and approved by the applicable
deadline described in paragraph (1), the rea-
son for any delay in review or approval; and

(3) for any vegetation management plan
submitted for review and approval for which
the Secretary concerned requested a modi-
fication, the timeline for reviewing the
modification on resubmission.

SEC. 5212. FIRE-SAFE ELECTRICAL CORRIDORS.

Section 512 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1772) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (j) and (k)
as subsections (k) and (1), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing:

“(j) PERMITS AND AGREEMENTS WITH OWN-
ERS AND OPERATORS OF ELECTRIC TRANS-
MISSION OR DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any special use permit
or easement on National Forest System land
or land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau
of Land Management provided to the owner
or operator of an electric transmission or
distribution facility, the Secretary con-
cerned may provide permission to cut and re-
move trees or other vegetation from within
striking distance of the electric trans-
mission or distribution facility without re-
quiring a separate timber sale, if that cut-
ting and removal is consistent with—

“‘(A) the applicable plan;

‘(B) the applicable land and resource man-
agement plan or land use plan; and

‘(C) other applicable environmental laws
(including regulations).

‘“(2) USE OF PROCEEDS.—A special use per-
mit or easement that includes permission for
cutting and removal described in paragraph
(1) shall include a requirement that, if the
owner or operator of the electric trans-
mission or distribution facility sells any por-
tion of the material removed under the per-
mit or easement, the owner or operator shall
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provide to the Secretary concerned any pro-
ceeds received from the sale, less any costs
incurred in 1 or both of the following activi-
ties:

‘“(A) Carrying out the project.

‘“(B) Maintenance within the vicinity of
the electric transmission or distribution fa-
cility that reduces fire risk.

‘“(3) EFrFECT.—Nothing in paragraph (2)
shall require the sale of any material re-
moved under a permit or easement that in-
cludes permission for cutting and removal
described in paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 5213. CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR HIGH-
PRIORITY HAZARD TREES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) HIGH-PRIORITY HAZARD TREE.—The term
“‘high-priority hazard tree’” means a stand-
ing tree that—

(A) presents a visible hazard to people or
property due to conditions such as deteriora-
tion of, or damage to, the root system,
trunk, stem, or limbs of the tree, or the di-
rection or lean of the tree, as determined by
the Secretary;

(B) is determined by the Secretary to be
highly likely to fail and, on failure, would be
highly likely to cause injury to people or
damage to Federal property; and

(C) is located—

(i) within 300 feet of a National Forest Sys-
tem road with a maintenance level of 3, 4, or
5;

(ii) along a National Forest System trail;
or

(iii) in a developed recreation site on Na-
tional Forest System land that is operated
and maintained by the Secretary.

(2) HIGH-PRIORITY HAZARD TREE ACTIVITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘high-priority
hazard tree activity’” means a forest man-
agement activity that mitigates the risks as-
sociated with high-priority hazard trees, in-
cluding pruning, felling, and disposal of a
high-priority hazard tree.

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘high-priority
hazard tree activity’” does not include any
activity—

(i) conducted in a wilderness area or wil-
derness study area;

(ii) for the construction of a permanent
road or permanent trail;

(iii) conducted on Federal land on which,
by Act of Congress or Presidential proclama-
tion, the removal of vegetation is restricted
or prohibited;

(iv) conducted in an area in which activi-
ties described in subparagraph (A) would be
inconsistent with the applicable land and re-
source management plan; or

(v) conducted in an inventoried roadless
area.

(b) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall develop a categorical exclusion
(as defined in 111 of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4336e))
for high-priority hazard tree activities.

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—In developing and ad-
ministering the categorical exclusion under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) comply with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.); and

(B) apply the extraordinary circumstances
procedures under section 220.6 of title 36,
Code of Federal Regulations (or successor
regulations), in determining whether to use
the categorical exclusion.

(3) PROJECT SIZE LIMITATION.—A project
carried out using the categorical exclusion
developed under paragraph (1) may not ex-
ceed 6,000 acres.

SEC. 5214. SEEDS OF SUCCESS STRATEGY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year

after the date of enactment of this Act, the
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Secretaries shall jointly develop and imple-
ment a strategy, which may be an update to
or expansion of existing efforts, to be known
as the ‘““‘Seeds of Success strategy’, to en-
hance the domestic supply chain of seeds,
which may include herbaceous and tree
seeds.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy developed
under subsection (a) shall include a plan for
each of the following:

(1) Facilitating sustained interagency co-
ordination in, and a comprehensive approach
to, native plant materials development and
restoration.

(2) Promoting the re-seeding of native or
fire-resistant vegetation post-wildfire, par-
ticularly in the wildland-urban interface.

(3) Creating and consolidating information
relating to native or fire-resistant vegeta-
tion and sharing that information with In-
dian Tribes and State and local govern-
ments.

(4) Building regional programs and part-
nerships to promote the development of ma-
terials made from plants native to the
United States and restore those plants to
their respective, native habitats within the
United States, giving priority to the building
of those programs and partnerships in re-
gions of the Bureau of Land Management
where the partnerships and programs do not
exist on the date of enactment of this Act.

(5) Expanding workforce and infrastructure
capacity to locally collect, process, and store
seed as necessary to implement revegetation
and reforestation projects on priority land
(as defined in section 5215(b)(1)).

(6) Expanding warehouse systems of the
Secretaries, particularly the cold storage ca-
pacity of the systems.

(7) Shortening the timeline for the ap-
proval of permits to collect seeds on public
land managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement.

(8) Coordinating with the other Federal
agencies, States, Indian Tribes, and private
entities, as appropriate, for the purpose of
seed collection.

(c) REPORT.—The Secretaries shall submit
to the relevant committees of Congress the
strategy developed under subsection (a).

(d) COORDINATION.—In implementing the
strategy developed under subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Interior, acting through the
Director of the Bureau of Land Management,
shall coordinate with the heads of other ap-
plicable Federal agencies, including the De-
partment of Defense, for the purpose of col-
lecting seeds from land under the jurisdic-
tion under those Federal agencies.

SEC. 5215. PROGRAM TO SUPPORT PRIORITY RE-
FORESTATION AND RESTORATION
PROJECTS.

(a) REFORESTATION REPORTS SUBMITTED TO
ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES.—Section 70303 of
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(16 U.S.C. 1601 note; Public Law 117-58) is
amended, in the matter preceding paragraph
(1), by striking inserting ‘‘, the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives,” after ‘‘Sen-
ate’.

(b) INTERIOR REFORESTATION PROGRAM.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) COVERED INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION.—The term ‘‘covered institution of
higher education’” means a land-grant col-
lege or university, including—

(i) an 1862 Institution (as defined in section
2 of the Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C.
7601));

(ii) an 1890 Institution (as defined in that
section);

(iii) an institution that is eligible to re-
ceive funding under Public Law 87-788 (com-
monly known as the ‘‘McIntire-Stennis Act
of 1962”); and
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(iv) a 1994 Institution (as defined in section
532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public
Law 103-382)).

(B) NATURAL REGENERATION; REFOREST-
ATION; UNPLANNED EVENT.—The terms ‘‘nat-
ural regeneration’, ‘‘reforestation’, and
‘“unplanned event’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 3(e)(4)(A) of the For-
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources
Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1601(e)(4)(A)).

(C) PRIORITY LAND.—The term ‘‘priority
land’’ means historically forested land under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned
that, due to an unplanned event—

(i) requires reforestation to meet the ob-
jectives described in an applicable land use
plan; and

(ii) is unlikely to experience natural regen-
eration.

(2) PROGRAM ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall
establish a program to implement reforest-
ation projects on priority land identified
under paragraph (4)(A), in accordance with
this section.

(3) SUPPORT.—In carrying out the program
established under paragraph (2), the Sec-
retary of the Interior may enter into—

(A) cooperative agreements in accordance
with processes established by the Secretary
of the Interior; and

(B) contracts, including contracts entered
into pursuant to the Indian Self-Determina-
tion and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C.
5301 et seq.).

(4) ANNUAL IDENTIFICATION OF PRIORITY
PROJECTS.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, and annually

thereafter, the Secretary of the Interior
shall—
(A) identify priority land within the

United States;

(B) establish a list of reforestation projects
on priority land for the upcoming year,
which may include activities to ensure ade-
quate and appropriate seed and seedling
availability to further the objectives of
other priority projects; and

(C) estimate the costs necessary to imple-
ment the list established under subparagraph
B).

(5) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under this subsection, the Secretary of
the Interior shall consult or coordinate with,
as appropriate—

(A) applicable State and local govern-
ments;

(B) applicable Indian Tribes;

(C) covered institutions of higher edu-
cation;

(D) Federal agencies that administer Fed-
eral land that adjoins, or is adjacent to, land
that is the subject of a project identified
under paragraph (4)(B); and

(E) other stakeholders, at the discretion of
the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for each of the following
6 years, the Secretary of the Interior shall
submit to the relevant committees of Con-
gress, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
report that includes the following, with re-
spect to the period covered by the report:

(A) An accounting of all priority land.

(B) A list of projects identified under para-
graph (4)(B).

(C) An accounting of any progress made on
projects identified in any previous report
under this paragraph.

(D) An accounting of each contract and co-
operative agreement established under the
program under this subsection.
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(E) The amounts necessary to be appro-
priated, in addition to amounts available
from other sources, to implement reforest-
ation projects on all priority land by not
later than 10 years after the date of submis-
sion of the report.

(7) FUNDING SOURCE REPORT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall
submit to the relevant committees of Con-
gress, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
report that describes options for dedicated
Federal funding other than annual appro-
priations to support existing and anticipated
reforestation needs, including seed and seed-
ling availability.

(8) NONDUPLICATION.—In carrying out this
section, the Secretary of the Interior shall
collaborate with the Secretary and the Sec-
retary of Defense to ensure the nonduplica-
tion of activities carried out under section
214.

SEC. 5216. REFORESTATION, NURSERIES, AND GE-
NETIC RESOURCES SUPPORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘eligible
recipient” means—

(A) a State forestry agency;

(B) an Indian Tribe; and

(C) a private nursery or seed orchard that
has experience, as determined by the Sec-
retary, in growing high-quality native trees
or seeds of appropriate genetic sources in
bareroot or container stocktypes specific for
reforestation, restoration, or conservation,
including native plants and seeds that are of
cultural significance to Indian Tribes.

(2) NURSERY.—The term ‘“‘nursery’’ means a
tree or native plant nursery.

(3) SEED ORCHARD.—The term ‘‘seed or-
chard” means a tree or native plant seed or-
chard.

(b) PARTNERSHIPS, COLLABORATION, AND
OTHER ASSISTANCE IN SUPPORT OF NURSERIES
AND SEED ORCHARDS.—The Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service,
shall—

(1) partner with Federal and State agen-
cies, Indian Tribes, institutions of higher
education, nonprofit organizations, and pri-
vate nurseries to provide training, technical
assistance, and research to nursery and tree
establishment programs that support nat-
ural regeneration, reforestation, agro-
forestry, and afforestation;

(2) promote information-sharing to im-
prove technical knowledge and practices and
understand reforestation needs and demands
for seed or seedlings, climate change im-
pacts, tree genetics for resistance to patho-
gens and drought, and other issues as nec-
essary to address all facets of the reforest-
ation supply chain;

(3) provide technical and financial assist-
ance to international nursery and tree estab-
lishment programs through the Forest Serv-
ice International Programs, the Institute of
Pacific Islands Forestry, and the Inter-
national Institute of Tropical Forestry;

(4) collaborate with other relevant Federal
departments and agencies, including the For-
eign Agricultural Service, the United States
Agency for International Development, and
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
and international organizations, including
the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, to provide technical and
financial assistance relating to nurseries and
reforestation;

(5) coordinate the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture—

(A) to address the challenges associated
with the reforestation supply chain, includ-
ing workforce development; and

(B) to leverage economic development as-
sistance for work with private nurseries;
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(6) expand reforestation supply chains
through science and research, seed collection
and storage, workforce development, and
nursery infrastructure and operations; and

(7) shorten the timeline for the approval of
permits to collect seeds on National Forest
System land.

(c) NURSERY AND SEED ORCHARD GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish or expand an exist-
ing program to provide grants to eligible re-
cipients to support nurseries and seed or-
chards.

(2) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—An eligible recipi-
ent that receives a grant under paragraph (1)
shall carry out a project that comprises 1 or
more of the following activities:

(A) The development, expansion, enhance-
ment, or improvement of nursery production
capacity or other infrastructure—

(i) to improve seed collection and storage;

(ii) to increase seedling production, stor-
age, and distribution; or

(iii) to enhance seedling survival and prop-
erly manage tree genetic resources.

(B) The establishment or expansion of a
nursery or seed orchard, including by acquir-
ing equipment for a nursery or seed orchard.

(C) The development or implementation of
quality control measures at nurseries or seed
orchards.

(D) The promotion of workforce develop-
ment within any facet of the reforestation
supply chain.

(E) Such other activities as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

SEC. 5217. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPAYMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARD OPER-
ATING PROCEDURES.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretaries shall—

(1) establish standard operating procedures
relating to payment timelines for fire sup-
pression cost-share agreements established
under section 2 of the Act of May 27, 1955 (42
U.S.C. 1856a) (commonly known as the ‘“‘Re-
ciprocal Fire Protection Act’’); and

(2) with respect to each fire suppression
cost-share agreement in operation on that
date—

(A) review the agreement; and

(B) modify the agreement as necessary to
comply with the standard operating proce-
dures established under paragraph (1).

(b) ALIGNMENT OF AGREEMENTS.—The
standard operating procedures under sub-
section (a)(1) shall include a requirement
that each fire suppression cost-share agree-
ment shall be aligned with each cooperative
fire protection agreement applicable to the
entity subject to the fire suppression cost-
share agreement.

(c) PAYMENTS.—With respect to payments
made pursuant to a fire suppression cost-
share agreement, the standard operating pro-
cedures under subsection (a)(1) shall require
that the paying entity shall reimburse a
local fire department or a State wildland
firefighter agency if that entity submits to
the paying entity an invoice in accordance
with applicable cost settlement procedures.

(d) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretaries should carry
out reciprocal fire suppression cost-share
agreement repayments to local fire suppres-
sion organizations and State wildland fire-
fighting agencies as soon as practicable, but
not later than 1 year, after the date on which
the applicable fire suppression occurs.

TITLE III—TRANSPARENCY,
TECHNOLOGY, AND PARTNERSHIPS
Subtitle A—Transparency and Technology
SEC. 5301. BIOCHAR INNOVATIONS AND OPPOR-

TUNITIES FOR  CONSERVATION,
HEALTH, AND ADVANCEMENTS IN
RESEARCH.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) BIOCHAR.—The term ‘‘biochar’” means
carbonized biomass produced by converting
feedstock through reductive thermal proc-
essing for a nonfuel use.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’” means—

(A) a unit of State or local government or
Indian Tribe;

(B) a special district;

(C) an eligible institution;

(D) a public, private, or cooperative entity
or organization;

(E) a National Laboratory (as defined in
section 2 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 15801)); and

(F) a partnership or consortium of 2 or
more entities described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E).

(3) ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble institution” means a land-grant college
or university, including—

(A) an 1862 Institution (as defined in sec-
tion 2 of the Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7
U.S.C. 7601));

(B) an 1890 Institution (as defined in that
section);

(C) an institution that is eligible to receive
funding under Public Law 87-788 (commonly
known as the ‘‘MclIntire-Stennis Act of
1962’); and

(D) a 1994 Institution (as defined in section
532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public
Law 103-382)).

(4) FEEDSTOCK.—The term ‘‘feedstock”
means excess biomass in the form of plant
matter or materials that serves as the raw
material for the production of biochar.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries”
means—

(A) the Secretary, acting through the Chief
of the Forest Service;

(B) the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Director of the Bureau of Land
Management; and

(C) the Secretary of Energy, acting
through the Director of the Office of Science.

(b) DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations made in advance for
that purpose, not later than 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries shall establish a program under which
the Secretaries shall enter into partnerships
with eligible entities to carry out dem-
onstration projects to support the develop-
ment and commercialization of biochar in
accordance with this subsection.

(B) LOCATION.—In carrying out the pro-
gram established under subparagraph (A),
the Secretaries shall, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, enter into partnerships
with eligible entities in a manner that en-
sures that—

(i) at least 1 demonstration project is car-
ried out in each region of the Forest Service;
and

(ii) at least 1 demonstration project is car-
ried out in each region of the Bureau of Land
Management.

(2) PROPOSALS.—To be eligible to enter into
a partnership under paragraph (1)(A), an eli-
gible entity shall submit to the Secretaries a
proposal at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Secre-
taries may require.

(3) PRIORITY.—In selecting proposals under
paragraph (2), the Secretaries shall give pri-
ority to entering into partnerships with eli-
gible entities that submit proposals to carry
out biochar demonstration projects that—

(A) have the most potential to improve for-
est health and resiliency;

(B) have the most potential to create new
jobs and contribute to local economies, par-
ticularly in rural areas;
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(C) have the most potential to dem-
onstrate—

(i) new and innovative uses of biochar;

(ii) market viability for cost-effective
biochar-based products;

(iii) the restorative benefits of biochar
with respect to forest health and resiliency,
including forest soils and watersheds; or

(iv) any combination of the purposes de-
scribed in clauses (i) through (iii);

(D) are located in areas that have a high
need for biochar production, as determined
by the Secretaries, due to—

(i) nearby land identified as having high,
very high, or extreme risk of wildfire;

(ii) availability of sufficient quantities of
feedstocks; or

(iii) a high level of demand for biochar or
other commercial byproducts of biochar; or

(E) satisfy any combination of the pur-
poses described in subparagraphs (A) through
(D).

(4) USE OF FUNDS.—In carrying out the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1)(A), the
Secretaries may enter into partnerships and
provide funding to the partnerships to carry
out demonstration projects—

(A) to acquire and test various feedstocks
and the efficacy of those feedstocks;

(B) to develop and optimize commercially
and technologically viable biochar produc-
tion units, including mobile and permanent
units;

(C) to demonstrate—

(i) the production of biochar from forest
residue; and

(ii) the use of biochar to restore forest
health and resiliency;

(D) to build, expand, or establish biochar
facilities;

(E) to conduct research relating to new and
innovative uses of biochar;

(F) to demonstrate cost-effective market
opportunities for biochar and biochar-based
products;

(G) to carry out any other activities the
Secretaries determine to be appropriate; or

(H) to achieve any combination of the pur-
poses described in subparagraphs (A) through
(G).

(6) FEEDSTOCK REQUIREMENTS.—To the
maximum extent practicable, an eligible en-
tity that carries out a biochar demonstra-
tion project under this subsection shall de-
rive not less than 50 percent of the feedstock
used under the project from forest thinning
and management activities, including mill
residues, conducted on National Forest Sys-
tem land or public land.

(6) REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall
conduct regionally specific research, includ-
ing economic analyses and lifecycle assess-
ments, relating to any biochar produced
from a demonstration project carried out
under the program established under para-
graph (1)(A), including—

(i) the effects of that biochar on—

(I) forest health and resiliency;

(IT) carbon sequestration, including in-
creasing soil carbon in the short-term and
long-term;

(IIT) productivity, reduced input costs, and
water retention in agricultural practices;

(IV) the health of soil and grasslands used
for grazing activities, including grazing ac-
tivities on National Forest System land and
public land; and

(V) environmental remediation activities,
including abandoned mine land remediation;

(ii) the effectiveness of biochar as a co-
product of biofuels or in biochemicals; and

(iii) the effectiveness of other potential
uses of biochar to determine if any such use
is technologically and commercially viable.

(B) COORDINATION.—The Secretaries, to the
maximum extent practicable, shall provide
data, analyses, and other relevant informa-
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tion collected under subparagraph (A) to re-
cipients of grants under subsection (c).

(7) LIMITATION ON FUNDING FOR ESTAB-
LISHING BIOCHAR FACILITIES.—The amount
provided by the Secretaries under this sub-
section to an eligible entity for establishing
a biochar facility may not exceed 35 percent
of the total capital cost of establishing that
facility.

(c) BIOCHAR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
GRANT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Interior, in consultation with the Secretary
of Energy, shall establish, or expand an ex-
isting, applied biochar research and develop-
ment grant program to provide to eligible in-
stitutions grants, on a competitive basis, to
carry out the activities described in para-
graph (3).

(2) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to receive
a grant under this subsection, an eligible in-
stitution shall submit to the Secretary of
the Interior a proposal at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the Secretary of the Interior may require.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible institution
that receives a grant under this subsection
shall use the grant funds to conduct applied
research relating to—

(A) the effect of biochar on forest health
and resiliency, taking into account vari-
ations in biochar, soil, climate, and other
factors;

(B) the effect of biochar on soil health,
water retention, and air quality emissions,
taking into account variations in biochar,
soil, climate, and other factors;

(C) the long-term carbon sequestration po-
tential of biochar;

(D) best management practices with re-
spect to biochar and biochar-based products
that maximize—

(i) carbon sequestration benefits; and

(ii) the commercial viability and applica-
tion of those products in forestry, agri-
culture, environmental remediation, water
quality improvement, and any other similar
uses, as determined by the Secretary of the
Interior;

(E) the regional uses of biochar to increase
productivity and profitability, including—

(i) uses in agriculture and environmental
remediation; and

(ii) use as a coproduct in fuel production;

(F) new and innovative uses for biochar by-
products; and

(G) opportunities to expand markets for
biochar and create related jobs, particularly
in rural areas.

(d) REPORTS.—

(1) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretaries shall submit to Congress
a report that—

(A) includes policy and program rec-
ommendations to improve the widespread
use of biochar;

(B) identifies any area of research needed
to advance biochar commercialization; and

(C) identifies barriers to advancing biochar
commercialization, including permitting and
siting considerations.

(2) MATERIALS SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET.—Beginning with the
second fiscal year that begins after the date
of enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter until the date described in sub-
section (e), the Secretaries shall include in
the materials submitted to Congress in sup-
port of the President’s budget pursuant to
section 1105 of title 31, United States Code, a
report describing, for the fiscal year covered
by the report, the status of—

(A) each demonstration project carried out
under subsection (b); and

(B) each research and development grant
provided under subsection (c).
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(e) SUNSET.—The authority to carry out
this section terminates on the date that is 7
years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 5302. ACCURATE HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUC-
TION REPORTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land” means any land under the jurisdiction
of—

(A) the Secretary; or

(B) the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) HAZARDOUS FUELS REDUCTION ACTIV-
ITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘hazardous
fuels reduction activity’’ means any vegeta-
tion management activity to reduce the risk
of wildfire, including mechanical treat-
ments, grazing, and prescribed burning.

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘hazardous fuels
reduction activity” does not include the
awarding of a contract to conduct an activ-
ity described in subparagraph (A).

(b) MATERIALS SUBMITTED IN SUPPORT OF
PRESIDENT’S BUDGET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with the first
fiscal year that begins after the date of en-
actment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary concerned shall include in the
materials submitted to Congress in support
of the President’s budget pursuant to section
1105 of title 31, United States Code, a report
describing the number of acres of Federal
land on which the Secretary concerned car-
ried out hazardous fuels reduction activities
during the preceding fiscal year, as deter-
mined using—

(A) the methodology of the Secretary con-
cerned in effect on the day before the date of
enactment of this Act; and

(B) the methodology described in para-
graph (2).

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—For purposes of a re-
port required under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary concerned shall—

(A) in determining the number of acres of
Federal land on which the Secretary con-
cerned carried out hazardous fuels reduction
activities during the period covered by the
report—

(i) record acres of Federal land on which
hazardous fuels reduction activities were
completed during that period; and

(ii) record each acre described in clause (i)
once in the report, regardless of whether
multiple hazardous fuels reduction activities
were carried out on that acre during the ap-
plicable period; and

(B) with respect to the acres of Federal
land recorded in the report, include informa-
tion relating to—

(i) which acres are located in the wildland-
urban interface;

(ii) the level of hazard potential of the
acres on the first and last day of the period
covered by the report;

(iii) the types of hazardous fuels reduction
activities completed with respect to the
acres, including a description of whether
those hazardous fuels reduction activities
were conducted—

(I) in a wildfire managed for resource bene-
fits; or

(IT) through a planned hazardous fuels re-
duction project;

(iv) the cost per-acre of the hazardous fuels
reduction activities carried out during the
period covered by the report;

(v) the region or System unit in which the
acres are located; and

(vi) the effectiveness of the hazardous fuels
reduction activities with respect to reducing
the risk of wildfire.

(3) TRANSPARENCY.—The Secretary con-
cerned shall make each report submitted
under paragraph (1) publicly available on the
website of the Department of Agriculture or
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the Department of the Interior, as applica-

ble.

(¢) ACCURATE DATA COLLECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary concerned shall implement stand-
ardized procedures for tracking data relating
to hazardous fuels reduction activities car-
ried out by the Secretary concerned.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The standardized proce-
dures required under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude—

(A) regular, standardized data reviews of
the accuracy and timely input of data used
to track hazardous fuels reduction activities;

(B) verification methods that validate
whether those data accurately correlate to
the hazardous fuels reduction activities car-
ried out by the Secretary concerned;

(C) an analysis of the short- and long-term
effectiveness of the hazardous fuels reduc-
tion activities on reducing the risk of wild-
fire; and

(D) for hazardous fuels reduction activities
that occur partially within the wildland-
urban interface, methods to distinguish
which acres are located within the wildland-
urban interface and which acres are located
outside the wildland-urban interface.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 45 days after
implementing the standardized procedures
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
concerned shall submit to Congress a report
that describes—

(A) the standardized procedures; and

(B) any programmatic or policy rec-
ommendations to Congress to address limita-
tions in tracking data relating to hazardous
fuels reduction activities under this sub-
section.

(d) GAO STUDY.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(1) conduct a study regarding the imple-
mentation of this section, including any lim-
itations with respect to—

(A) reporting hazardous fuels reduction ac-
tivities under subsection (b); or

(B) tracking data relating to hazardous
fuels reduction activities under subsection
(c); and

(2) submit to Congress a report that de-
scribes the results of the study under para-
graph (1).

(e) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—No additional funds are
authorized to carry out this section.

(2) SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATIONS.—The ac-
tivities authorized by this section are sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations
made in advance for those purposes.

SEC. 5303. PUBLIC-PRIVATE WILDFIRE TECH-
NOLOGY DEPLOYMENT AND DEM-
ONSTRATION PARTNERSHIP.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED AGENCY.—The term ‘‘covered
agency’’ means—

(A) each Federal land management agency
(as defined in section 802 of the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (16
U.S.C. 6801));

(B) the Department of Defense;

(C) the Bureau of Indian Affairs;

(D) the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(E) the Federal Emergency Management
Agency;

(F) the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration;

(G) the United States Fire Administration;

(H) the General Services Administration;

(I) a State, Tribal, county, or municipal
fire department, fire district, land manage-
ment agency, natural resources agency, or
equivalent agency operating through the
United States Fire Administration or pursu-
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ant to an agreement with a Federal agency;
and

(J) any other Federal agency involved in
wildfire response.

(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity’’ means—

(A) a private entity;

(B) a nonprofit organization; and

(C) an institution of higher education (as
defined in section 101 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)).

(3) P1LOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Pilot Pro-
gram’ means the deployment and dem-
onstration pilot program established under
subsection (b).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Executive Director shall establish a deploy-
ment and demonstration pilot program for
new and innovative wildfire prevention, de-
tection, communication, response, and miti-
gation technologies.

(¢c) FUNCTIONS.—In carrying out the Pilot
Program, the Executive Director shall—

(1) consult with the National Wildfire Co-
ordinating Group;

(2) in consultation with the heads of the
covered agencies, identify and advance the
demonstration and deployment of key tech-
nology priority areas, including for mature
and commercially available technologies,
with respect to the deployment of wildfire
prevention, detection, communication, and
mitigation technologies, including—

(A) innovations in hazardous fuels reduc-
tion activities or treatments, including the
use of prescribed or cultural fire;

(B) spatial planning for unplanned human-
caused ignitions;

(C) wildfire modeling and effectiveness al-
gorithms;

(D) dispatch communications;

(E) remote sensing, detection, and track-
ing;

(F) safety equipment;

(G) common operating pictures or oper-
ational dashboards;

(H) interoperable commercial data;

(I) autonomous suppression systems;

(J) grid resilience;

(K) community resilience and home hard-
ening; and

(L) prioritization and decision support
tools;

(3) connect each covered entity selected to
participate in the Pilot Program with the
appropriate covered agency to coordinate
real-time and on-the-ground testing of tech-
nology during wildfire mitigation activities
and training;

(4) define clear criteria for evaluating the
success of technologies (including mature
and commercially available technologies)
demonstrated under the Pilot Program, fo-
cusing on effectiveness, scalability, and cost-
efficiency; and

(5) coordinate with covered agencies to en-
sure the efficient deployment of scaled tech-
nologies, including through expanded public-
private partnerships, multiagency con-
tracting for procurement, and authorization
of covered agency staff with technological
procurement expertise to assist other cov-
ered agencies in need of that expertise.

(d) APPLICATIONS.—To be eligible to par-
ticipate in the Pilot Program, a covered en-
tity shall submit to the Executive Director
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Ex-
ecutive Director may require, including a
proposal to demonstrate technologies spe-
cific to key technology priority areas identi-
fied under subsection (c¢)(2).

(e) EXISTING PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered agency may
submit a statement to the Executive Direc-
tor describing the effectiveness, scalability,
and cost-efficiency of an existing partner-
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ship, pilot project, or contract a covered en-
tity providing a technology described in sub-
section (c)(2).

(2) SUCCESSFULNESS.—The Executive Direc-
tor may deem a technology described in a
statement submitted under paragraph (1) to
be a successful technology for purposes of
this section.

(f) OUTREACH.—The Executive Director, in
coordination with the heads of the covered
agencies, shall make publicly available the
key technology priority areas identified
under subsection (¢)(2) and invite covered en-
tities to apply under subsection (d) to deploy
and demonstrate technologies to address
those priority areas.

(g) REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of estab-
lishment of the Pilot Program, and annually
thereafter for the duration of the Pilot Pro-
gram, the Executive Director shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives, and the rel-
evant committees of Congress a report that
includes the following with respect to the
Pilot Program:

(1) A brief description of potential tech-
nologies deployed and demonstrated.

(2) An estimate of the cost of acquiring
each such technology and applying the tech-
nology at scale.

(3) Outreach efforts by covered agencies to
covered entities developing wildfire tech-
nologies.

(4) Assessments of, and recommendations
relating to, new technologies with potential
adoption and application at-scale in the
wildfire prevention, detection, communica-
tion, and mitigation efforts of Federal land
management agencies (as defined in section
802 of the Federal Lands Recreation En-
hancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801)).

(5) A description of the relationship and co-
ordination between the Pilot Program and
the activities of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, including the
Fire Weather Testbed.

(6) Barriers and solutions for procurement
of technologies by covered agencies.

(h) SUNSET.—The Pilot Program termi-
nates on the date that is 7 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5304. GAO STUDY ON FOREST SERVICE POLI-
CIES.

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall—

(1) conduct a study evaluating—

(A) the effectiveness of Forest Service
wildland firefighting operations;

(B) transparency and accountability meas-
ures in the budget and accounting process of
the Forest Service; and

(C) the suitability and feasibility of estab-
lishing a new Federal agency with responsi-
bility for responding to, and suppressing,
wildfires on Federal land; and

(2) submit to Congress a report that de-
scribes the results of the study under para-
graph (1).

SEC. 5305. KEEPING FOREST PLANS CURRENT
AND MONITORED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(1) to the maximum extent practicable and
subject to the availability of appropria-
tions—

(A) ensure that each forest plan for a unit
of the National Forest System is in compli-
ance with the applicable requirements of sec-
tion 6(f)(6)(A) of the Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974
(16 U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)); and

(B) prioritize revising any forest plan not
in compliance with that section;
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(2) not be considered to be in violation of
section 6(f)(b)(A) of the Forest and Range-
land Renewable Resources Planning Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604(f)(5)(A)) solely because
more than 15 years have passed without revi-
sion of the plan for a unit of the National
Forest System;

(3) not later than 120 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, submit to the rel-
evant committees of Congress a notice de-
scribing the date on which each forest plan
referred to in paragraph (1)(A) was most re-
cently revised, amended, or otherwise modi-
fied;

(4) seek to publish a new, complete version
of any forest plan that the Secretary has
been directed by court order to amend, re-
vise, or modify by not later than 60 days
after the date of the amendment, revision, or
modification, subject to the availability of
appropriations made in advance for that pur-
pose; and

(5) maintain a central, publicly accessible
website with links to—

(A) the most recently available forest plan
adopted, amended, or modified by a court
order as a single document; and

(B) the most recently published forest plan
monitoring report for the administrative
unit.

(b) GooD FAITH UPDATES.—If the Secretary
fails to act expeditiously and in good faith
using available funding to revise, amend, or
modify a plan for a unit of the National For-
est System as required by an applicable law
or court order—

(1) subsection (a) shall be void with respect
to the plan; and

(2) a court of competent jurisdiction may
order completion of the plan on an acceler-
ated basis.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the relevant commit-
tees of Congress a report summarizing the
implementation of this section.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on September 30, 2031.

SEC. 5306. CONTAINER AERIAL FIREFIGHTING
SYSTEM.

(a) EVALUATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretaries, in consultation with the Na-
tional Interagency Aviation Committee and
the Interagency Airtanker Board, shall
jointly conduct an evaluation of the con-
tainer aerial firefighting system to assess
the use of that system to mitigate and sup-
press wildfires.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of completion of the evaluation
under subsection (a), the Secretaries, in con-
sultation with the National Interagency
Aviation Committee and the Interagency
Airtanker Board, shall jointly submit to the
relevant committees of Congress a report
that describes the results of the evaluation
under subsection (a).

SEC. 5307. STUDY ON PINE BEETLE INFESTATION.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service,
shall—

(1) carry out a study relating to the causes
and effects of, and solutions for, the infesta-
tion of pine beetles in the Northeastern re-
gion of the United States; and

(2) submit to the relevant committees of
Congress a report that describes the results
of the study under paragraph (1).

SEC. 5308. STUDY ON WILDFIRE SMOKE.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretaries, in co-
ordination with the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, shall con-
duct and publish a study—

(1) reviewing the 2 most recent inter-
national arrangements between the Secre-
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taries and the Department of Natural Re-
sources of Canada concerning the exchange
of wildland fire management resources;

(2) describing the wildland fire manage-
ment resources exchanged under the inter-
national arrangements described in para-

graph (1);
(3) evaluating the effectiveness of the
international arrangements described in

paragraph (1) in reducing wildfire smoke in
the United States; and

(4) making recommendations on best prac-
tices to be used in international arrange-
ments to reduce international wildfire
smoke.

SEC. 5309. ROOT AND STEM PROJECTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COLLABORATIVE PROCESS.—The term
‘‘collaborative process’ means a process
that—

(A) includes multiple interested persons
representing diverse interests; and

(B)(@i) is transparent and nonexclusive; or

(ii) meets the requirements for a resource
advisory committee under subsections (c)
through (f) of section 205 of the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination
Act of 2000 (16 U.S.C. 7125).

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land” means National Forest System land
and public land.

(3) ROOT AND STEM PROJECT.—The term
“root and stem project’” means a project,
from planning phase to implementation,
that—

(A) is developed through a collaborative
process with a lead project sponsor that will
implement the project; and

(B)(@i) is located on Federal land; and

(ii) advances 1 or more land management
goals established for the Federal land.

(b) CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a project sponsor sub-
mits to the Secretary concerned a proposal
to carry out a root and stem project on Fed-
eral land managed by the Secretary con-
cerned, the Secretary concerned may enter
into a contract or agreement under section
604 of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of
2003 (16 U.S.C. 6591c) with the project spon-
sor, under which the project sponsor shall—

(A) complete any analysis that the Sec-
retary concerned determines to be necessary
under Federal law, including the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.) and the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), for the root
and stem project; and

(B) implement the root and stem project.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 604
of the Health Forests Restoration Act of 2003
(16 U.S.C. 6591c) (as amended by section 5112)
is amended—

(A) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; and”’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘entities to perform’ and
inserting the following: ‘“‘entities—

‘(1) to perform’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) to complete any analysis required
under Federal law, including—

‘“(A) the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and

‘(B) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).”’;

(B) in subsection (c), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(1)”’; and

(C) in subsection (d)(4)(A), by striking
‘“‘services received under the’ and inserting
‘“‘any analysis required under Federal law or
services received under an”’.

() SAVINGS CLAUSES.—
(1) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY CONCERNED.—
The Secretary concerned shall—
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(A) determine the sufficiency of any docu-
ments prepared relating to an analysis under
subsection (b)(1); and

(B) retain responsibility for any author-
izing decision relating to a root and stem
project proposed under subsection (b).

(2) LIMITATIONS ON REIMBURSEMENTS.—If in-
sufficient receipts are generated by a root
and stem project to reimburse the project
sponsor for the full cost of an analysis under
subsection (b)(1), the Secretary concerned
shall not provide funding in an amount that
exceeds the receipts generated to the project
sponsor.

(d) PROMOTION.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary concerned shall provide to each
local field office of the Secretary concerned
guidance for—

(1) making stakeholders aware of the au-
thority under this section; and

(2) encouraging use of that authority to
meet land management goals.

(e) PARTICIPATION IN CIVIL ACTIONS.—For
purposes of a civil action relating to a root
and stem project, the project sponsor or the
State, local, or Tribal government that par-
ticipated in the collaborative process to de-
velop the proposal for the root and stem
project shall be entitled to intervene as a
matter of right in that civil action.

Subtitle B—White Oak Resilience
SEC. 5311. WHITE OAK RESTORATION INITIATIVE
COALITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a co-
alition, to be known as the “White Oak Res-
toration Initiative Coalition” (referred to in
this section as the ‘“‘Coalition’’)—

(1) as a voluntary collaborative group of
Federal, State, and local governments, In-
dian Tribes, and private and nongovern-
mental organizations the purpose of which is
to carry out the duties described in sub-
section (b); and

(2) in accordance with the charter entitled
“White Oak Initiative Coalition Charter”
adopted by the White Oak Initiative Board of
Directors on March 21, 2023 (or a successor
charter).

(b) DUTIES.—In addition to the duties spec-
ified in the charter referred to in subsection
(a)(2), the duties of the Coalition are—

(1) to coordinate Federal, State, Tribal,
local, private, and nongovernmental activi-
ties for the restoration of white oak trees
and forests that support white oak trees in
the United States; and

(2) to make program and policy rec-
ommendations, consistent with applicable
forest management plans, with respect to—

(A) changes necessary to address Federal
and State policies that impede activities to
improve the health, resiliency, and natural
regeneration of white oak trees;

(B) adopting or modifying Federal and
State policies to increase the pace and scale
of white oak regeneration and the resiliency
of white oak trees;

(C) options to enhance communication, co-
ordination, and collaboration among forest
land owners, particularly with respect to
cross-boundary projects, to improve the
health, resiliency, and natural regeneration
of white oak trees;

(D) research gaps that should be addressed
to improve the best available science on
white oaks;

(E) outreach to forest landowners the land
of which possesses white oak trees or white
oak regeneration potential, as determined by
the Coalition; and

(F) options and policies necessary to im-
prove the quality and quantity of white oak
trees in tree nurseries.

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE, STAFFING, AND TECH-
NICAL SUPPORT.—The Secretaries shall make
available to the Coalition such personnel for
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administrative support, technical services,
and the development and dissemination of
educational materials as those Secretaries
determine to be necessary to carry out this
section.

(d) PRIVATE FUNDING.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations made in ad-
vance for that purpose, the Secretary may
make funds available to the Coalition to
carry out this section from the account es-
tablished pursuant to section 1241(f) of the
Food Security Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841(f)).
SEC. 5312. FOREST SERVICE PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service,
shall establish and carry out 5 pilot projects
in units of the National Forest System to re-
store white oak trees in those units through
white oak restoration and natural regenera-
tion practices that are consistent with appli-
cable forest management plans.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Of the pilot projects
carried out under subsection (a), not fewer
than 3 shall be carried out on units of the
National Forest System that are reserved or
withdrawn from the public domain.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may enter into cooperative agree-
ments to carry out the pilot projects under
this section.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5313. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WHITE OAK REVIEW AND RESTORA-
TION.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall carry out an assessment of land
under the administrative jurisdiction of the
Department of the Interior, including fish
and wildlife refuges and abandoned mine
land, to evaluate—

(A) whether white oak trees are present on
the land; and

(B) the potential to restore white oak for-
ests on the land.

(2) USE OF INFORMATION.—In carrying out
the assessment under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of the Interior may use information
from sources other than the Department of
the Interior, including the White Oak Initia-
tive and the Forest Service.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall submit to Con-
gress, and make publicly available on the
website of the Department of the Interior, a
report describing the results of the assess-
ment carried out under this subsection.

(b) PILOT PROJECTS.—After the date of sub-
mission of the report under subsection (a)(3),
the Secretary of the Interior shall establish
and carry out 5 pilot projects in different
areas of land described in subsection (a)(1) to
restore and naturally regenerate white oak
trees.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior may enter into cooper-
ative agreements to carry out the pilot
projects under subsection (b).

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5314. WHITE OAK REGENERATION AND UP-
LAND OAK HABITAT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall establish a nonregula-
tory program, to be known as the ‘“White
Oak and Upland Oak Habitat Regeneration
Program” (referred to in this section as the
“Program’’).

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the Pro-
gram shall include—

(1) coordinating restoration and conserva-
tion activities among Federal, State, and
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local entities, Indian Tribes, and conserva-
tion partners to address white oak restora-
tion priorities;

(2) improving and regenerating white oak
and upland oak forests and the wildlife habi-
tat such forests provide;

(3) carrying out coordinated restoration
and conservation activities that lead to the
increased growth of species of white oak in
native white oak regions;

(4) facilitating strategic planning to maxi-
mize the resilience of white oak systems and
habitats under changing climate conditions;

(5) engaging the public through outreach,
education, and citizen involvement to in-
crease capacity and support for coordinated
restoration and conservation activities for
species of white oak; and

(6) increasing scientific capacity to sup-
port the planning, monitoring, and research
activities necessary to carry out such coordi-
nated restoration and conservation activi-
ties.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the
Program, the Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service, shall consult
with—

(1) the heads of Federal agencies, includ-
ing—

(A) the Director of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service; and

(B) the Chief of the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service;

(2) the Governor of each State in which
restoration efforts will be carried out pursu-
ant to the Program; and

(3) Indian Tribes.

(d) DUTIES.—In carrying out the Program,
the Secretary shall—

(1) draw on the best available science and
management plans for species of white oak
to identify, prioritize, and implement res-
toration and conservation activities that
will improve the growth of white oak trees
in the United States;

(2) collaborate and coordinate with the
White Oak Restoration Initiative Coalition
established by section 5311(a) to prioritize
white oak restoration initiatives;

(3) adopt a white oak restoration strategy
that—

(A) supports the implementation of a
shared set of science-based restoration and
conservation activities developed in accord-
ance with paragraph (1);

(B) targets cost-effective projects with
measurable results; and

(C) maximizes restoration outcomes with
no net gain of Federal full-time equivalent
employees; and

(4) establish voluntary grant and technical
assistance programs in accordance with sub-
section (e).

(e) GRANTS AND ASSISTANCE.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’’
means the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation.

(B) GRANT PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘grant pro-
gram’ means the voluntary grant and tech-
nical assistance program established under
paragraph (2).

(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—To the extent that
funds are available to carry out this section,
the Secretary shall establish a voluntary
grant and technical assistance program to
achieve the purposes of the Program de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall offer
to enter into a cooperative agreement with
the Foundation to manage and administer
the grant program.

(B) FUNDING.—Subject to the availability
of appropriations made in advance for that
purpose, on entering into a cooperative
agreement with the Foundation under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall pay to the
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Foundation to carry out this subsection for
each fiscal year an advance payment of the
entire amount for the applicable fiscal
year—

(i) on October 1 of that fiscal year; or

(ii) as soon as practicable thereafter.

(4) APPLICATION OF NATIONAL FISH AND
WILDLIFE FOUNDATION ESTABLISHMENT ACT.—
Amounts received by the Foundation to
carry out the grant program shall be subject
to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Establishment Act (16 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.), ex-
cluding section 10(a) of that Act (16 U.S.C.
3709(a)).

(f) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5315. TREE NURSERY SHORTAGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary, acting through the Chief of the
Forest Service, shall—

(1) develop and implement a national strat-
egy to increase the capacity of Federal,
State, and private tree nurseries and tree
nurseries of Indian Tribes to address the na-
tionwide shortage of tree seedlings; and

(2) coordinate the strategy under para-
graph (1) with—

(A) the national reforestation strategy of
the Forest Service; and

(B) each regional implementation plan for
National Forests.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy
under subsection (a) shall—

(1) be based on the best available science
and data, including the consideration of In-
digenous knowledge; and

(2) identify and address—

(A) regional seedling shortages of bareroot
and container tree seedlings;

(B) regional reforestation opportunities
and the seedling supply necessary to fulfill
those opportunities;

(C) opportunities to enhance seedling di-
versity, improve quality, quantity, genetic
resources, and availability, and close gaps in
seed inventories; and

(D) barriers to expanding, enhancing, or
creating new infrastructure to increase nurs-
ery capacity.

SEC. 5316. WHITE OAK RESEARCH.

(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE INSTITUTION.—
In this section, the term ‘‘eligible institu-
tion” means an institution of higher edu-
cation, including an 1862 Institution, an 1890
Institution, and a 1994 Institution (as those
terms are defined in section 2 of the Agricul-
tural Research, Extension, and Education
Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7601)).

(b) RESEARCH.—The Secretary may enter
into a memorandum of understanding with
an Indian Tribe or an eligible institution to
collaboratively conduct research relating
to—

(1) white oak genes with resistance or tol-
erance to stress;

(2) white oak trees that exhibit heritable
vigor for the purpose of increasing survival
and growth;

(3) establishing a genetically diverse white
oak seed bank capable of responding to
stressors;

(4) providing a sustainable supply of white
oak seedlings and genetic resources;

(6) improved methods for aligning seed
sources with the future climate at planting
sites;

(6) reforestation of white oak trees through
natural and artificial regeneration;

(7) improved methods for retaining and in-
creasing white oak trees in forests;

(8) improved methods for reforesting aban-
doned mine land sites; and

(9) economic and social aspects of white
oak forest management across land owner-
ships.

required
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(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out re-
search under subsection (b), an Indian Tribe
or eligible institution may consult with such
States, nonprofit organizations, and other
institutions of higher education and sci-
entific entities as the Indian Tribe or eligi-
ble institution determines to be appropriate.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5317. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE.

(a) PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture, shall enter
into a partnership with an eligible entity de-
scribed in paragraph (2) to conduct research
on improving white oak species resiliency,
health, and preservation, including research
on—

(A) population-scale sequencing;

(B) stress response traits;

(C) seedling physiology and performance;
and

(D) white oak product development.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) is a land-grant col-
lege or university described in subparagraph
(B) that has demonstrated—

(i) scientific expertise relating to white
oak;

(ii) the ability to rapidly transfer tech-
nologies to the stave industry;

(iii) geographic proximity to concentrated
areas of white oak; and

(iv) support for regional economic develop-
ment.

(B) LAND-GRANT COLLEGES AND UNIVER-
SITIES.—A land-grant college or university
referred to in subparagraph (A) is—

(i) an 1862 Institution (as defined in section
2 of the Agricultural Research, Extension,
and Education Reform Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C.
7601));

(ii) an 1890 Institution (as defined in that
section); or

(iii) a 1994 Institution (as defined in section
532 of the Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note; Public
Law 103-382)).

(b) PRIORITIES.—The Secretary, acting
through the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Food and Agriculture, shall prioritize
research relating to the resistance of white
oak to disease, pest, heat, and drought in
cultivated, new, and old-growth white oak
timber stands.

SEC. 5318. USDA FORMAL INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Chief of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service and in coordination
with the Chief of the Forest Service, shall es-
tablish a formal initiative on white oak
trees—

(1) to reestablish white oak forests where
appropriate;

(2) to improve the management of existing
white oak forests to foster natural regenera-
tion of white oak trees;

(3) to provide technical assistance to pri-
vate landowners to reestablish, improve the
management of, and naturally regenerate
white oak trees;

(4) to improve and expand white oak nurs-
ery stock; and

(5) to adapt and improve white oak seed-
lings.

(b) SUNSET.—The authority under this sec-
tion terminates on the date that is 7 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 5319. USE OF AUTHORITIES.

To the maximum extent practicable, the
Secretaries shall use the authorities pro-
vided under this title in combination with
other authorities to carry out projects, in-
cluding—
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(1) good neighbor agreements entered into
under section 8206 of the Agricultural Act of
2014 (16 U.S.C. 2113a) (as amended by this di-
vision); and

(2) stewardship contracting projects en-
tered into under section 604 of the Healthy
Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C.
6591c) (as amended by this division).

TITLE IV—ENSURING CASUALTY
ASSISTANCE FOR FIREFIGHTERS

SEC. 5401. WILDLAND FIRE MANAGEMENT CAS-
UALTY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) NEXT-OF-KIN.—The term ‘‘next-of-kin”’,
with respect to an individual, means a per-
son in the highest category of priority in re-
lation to that individual, as determined in
accordance with the following (in descending
order of priority):

(A) A legal spouse of the individual.

(B) A child (whether by current or prior
marriage) aged 18 years or older of the indi-
vidual, in descending order of precedence by
age.

(C) The father or mother of the individual,
unless custody has been vested by court
order in another individual, with an adoptive
parent taking precedence over a natural par-
ent.

(D) A sibling (whether whole or half) aged
18 years or older of the individual, in de-
scending order of precedence by age.

(E) A grandfather or grandmother of the
individual.

(F) Any other relative of the individual,
with the order of precedence to be deter-
mined in accordance with the civil laws of
descent of the State of domicile of the indi-
vidual at time of death.

(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’ means
the Wildland Fire Management Casualty As-
sistance Program established under sub-
section (b).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Interior shall establish
a program, to be known as the ‘“Wildland
Fire Management Casualty Assistance Pro-
gram’’, to provide assistance to the next-of-
kin of—

(1) firefighters who, while in the line of
duty—

(A) are killed;

(B) require hospitalization or treatment at
a medical facility due to a critical injury; or

(C) suffer illness as a result of an exposure
or incident occurring during that line of
duty; and

(2) wildland fire support personnel who are
killed or require hospitalization or treat-
ment at a medical facility due to a critical
injury in the line of duty.

(¢c) ELEMENTS.—The program shall address
each of the following:

(1) The initial, and any subsequent, notifi-
cation to the next-of-kin of firefighters or
wildland fire support personnel who—

(A) are killed in the line of duty; or

(B) require hospitalization or treatment at
a medical facility due to a critical injury or
illness in the line of duty.

(2) The reimbursement of next-of-kin for
expenses associated with travel to visit fire-
fighters or wildland fire support personnel
who—

(A) are killed in the line of duty; or

(B) require hospitalization or treatment at
a medical facility due to a critical injury or
illness in the line of duty.

(3) The qualifications, assignment, train-
ing, duties, supervision, and accountability
for the performance of casualty assistance
responsibilities.

(4) The relief or transfer of casualty assist-
ance officers, including notification to sur-
vivors of critical injury or illness in the line
of duty of the reassignment of those officers
to other duties.

June 22, 2026

(5) Centralized short-term and long-term
case management procedures for casualty as-
sistance, including rapid access to expert
case managers and counselors by—

(A) survivors of firefighters or wildland fire
support personnel; and

(B) casualty assistance officers.

(6) The provision, through a computer-ac-
cessible website and other means and at no
cost to survivors or next-of-kin of fire-
fighters or wildland fire support personnel,
of personalized, integrated information re-
lating to Federal benefits and Federal finan-
cial assistance available to those survivors
and next-of-kin.

(7) The provision to survivors and next-of-
kin of firefighters or wildland fire support
personnel of information relating to mecha-
nisms for registering complaints about, or
requests for, additional assistance related to
casualty assistance.

(8) Liaison with the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of Justice, and the
Social Security Administration to ensure
prompt and accurate resolution of issues re-
lating to benefits administered by those
agencies for survivors of firefighters or
wildland fire support personnel.

(9) Data collection, in consultation with
the United States Fire Administration and
the National Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health, regarding the incidence and
quality of casualty assistance provided to
survivors and next-of-kin of firefighters or
wildland fire support personnel.

(d) No EFFECT ON OTHER LINE-OF-DUTY
DEATH BENEFITS.—The program shall not af-
fect any existing authority for line-of-duty
death benefits for Federal firefighters or
wildland fire support personnel.

TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 5501. USE OF FUNDS FROM COOPERATIVE
FUNDS AGREEMENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COOPERATIVE FUNDS AGREEMENT.—The
term ‘‘cooperative funds agreement’ means
an agreement under—

(A) the Act of June 30, 1914 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Cooperative Funds Act’’) (16
U.S.C. 498); or

(B) section 1 of the Act of March 3, 1925 (16
U.S.C. 572).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ¢Secretary”’
means the Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service.

(b) TREATMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), notwithstanding any other
provision of law, regulation, or agency deci-
sion, the Secretary shall fulfill the obliga-
tions of the Federal Government with re-
spect to each cooperative funds agreement in
effect on or after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary may waive
the applicability of paragraph (1) to a coop-
erative funds agreement if—

(A) the Secretary determines that 1 or
more parties to the cooperative funds agree-
ment have not fulfilled the obligations of the
parties under the cooperative funds agree-
ment; or

(B) fulfilling the obligations of the Federal
Government with respect to the cooperative
funds agreement would violate section 1341
of title 31, United States Code.

(¢) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A Federal em-
ployee (including seasonal, permanent sea-
sonal, and temporary employees) hired using
funds provided under a cooperative funds
agreement shall not, for the duration of the
cooperative funds agreement, be subject to—

(A) any limitation on hiring (commonly re-
ferred to as a ‘‘hiring freeze’’);

(B) any reduction in force; or

(C) any deferred resignation or voluntary
early retirement program.
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(2) NON-FEDERAL FUNDS.—The non-Federal
funds provided to the Secretary pursuant to
a cooperative funds agreement shall not be
subject to any limitation on spending.

SEC. 5502. EMERGENCY FOREST WATERSHED
PROGRAM.

(a) FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION.—Section
404(b) of the Agricultural Credit Act of 1978
(16 U.S.C. 2204(b)) is amended by inserting
““to carry out section 401 after ‘‘for a fiscal
year’’.

(b) EMERGENCY FOREST WATERSHED PRO-
GRAM.—Title IV of the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2201 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 408. EMERGENCY FOREST WATERSHED
PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) EMERGENCY WATERSHED PROTECTION
MEASURES.—The term ‘emergency watershed
protection measures’ means measures that—

‘“(A) are necessary to address runoff, soil
erosion, and flooding caused by a natural dis-
aster or any other natural occurrence that
has caused a sudden impairment to natural
resources on National Forest System land,
and the damage, if not treated—

‘(i) would significantly impair or endanger
the natural resources on the National Forest
System land; and

‘(ii) would pose an immediate risk to
water resources or loss of life or property in
connection to a sudden impairment of a Na-
tional Forest System watershed or down-
stream of the National Forest System land
or waterways; and

‘“(B) would maintain or restore forest
health and forest-related resources on the
National Forest System land.

‘(2) NATURAL DISASTER.—The term ‘natural
disaster’ has the meaning given the term in
section 407(a).

‘“(3) SPONSOR.—The term ‘sponsor’ means—

‘‘(A) a State or local government;

‘(B) an Indian Tribe (as defined in section
4 of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)); and

“(C) a water district, water conservation
district, water utility, or special district.

‘“(b) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, act-
ing through a sponsor, is authorized to un-
dertake emergency watershed protection
measures on National Forest System land.

‘‘(c) AGREEMENTS; PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding chapter
63 of title 31, United States Code, the Sec-
retary may enter into an agreement with a
sponsor and make payments to the sponsor,
on request of the sponsor, to carry out emer-
gency watershed protection measures.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—

‘“(A) PROJECT TIMELINES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Following a natural dis-
aster or natural occurrence that necessitates
the carrying out of emergency watershed
protection measures, the Secretary shall
execute agreements under paragraph (1) as
expeditiously as possible.

‘‘(ii) TIMELINE.—Each agreement under
paragraph (1) shall include a timeline by
which the sponsor shall complete all emer-
gency watershed protection measures during
the 2-year period following the conclusion of
the applicable natural disaster or natural oc-
currence, as determined by the Secretary,
that necessitated the carrying out of those
measures.

¢“(iii) CONTINUED MONITORING.—A sponsor
that has entered into an agreement under
paragraph (1) may monitor, maintain, repair,
or replace emergency watershed protection
measures for a period of not more than 3
years following the conclusion of the natural
disaster or natural occurrence, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, that necessitated
the carrying out of those measures when
failure to do so would result in unacceptable
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risk to National Forest System land or
downstream water users.

‘(B) PAYMENTS.—The Secretary, in accord-
ance with an agreement entered into under
paragraph (1)—

‘(i) may make partial payments prior to
completion of the applicable project; and

‘“(ii) shall make final payment for the
project not later than 30 days after the date
on which the project is completed.

“(d) WAIVED MATCHING REQUIREMENTS.—
The Secretary shall waive any matching re-
quirements for payments made under sub-
section (c)(1).

“‘(e) LIABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A sponsor that carries
out emergency watershed protection meas-
ures pursuant to an agreement under sub-
section (c)(1) shall not be required to indem-
nify the United States for any liability re-
sulting from carrying out emergency water-
shed protection measures pursuant to that
agreement.

¢(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this
subsection precludes liability for damages or
costs relating to the carrying out of emer-
gency watershed protection measures by a
sponsor pursuant to an agreement entered
into under subsection (c)(1) if the sponsor
acted with willful or wanton negligence or
reckless conduct in carrying out those meas-
ures.

““(f) ASSUMPTION OF RISK.—A sponsor that
carries out emergency watershed protection
measures prior to entering into an agree-
ment under subsection (c)(1) shall assume
the risk of incurring any cost or liability re-
sulting from carrying out those measures.”’.
SEC. 5503. IMPROVING THE EMERGENCY CON-

SERVATION PROGRAM.

Section 401 of the Agricultural Credit Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2201) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
‘““AND OTHER EMERGENCY CONSERVATION
MEASURES’ after ‘“‘FENCING’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘or for other emergency
measures to replace or restore farmland or
conservation structures requiring an imme-
diate response (as determined by the Sec-
retary),” after ‘‘replacement of fencing,’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘option of receiving’ and
all that follows through the period at the
end and inserting the following: ‘‘option of
receiving, before the agricultural producer
carries out the repair, replacement, or res-
toration—

““(A) with respect to a payment to the agri-
cultural producer for a replacement, 75 per-
cent of the cost of the replacement, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and

‘“(B) with respect to a payment to the agri-
cultural producer for a repair or restoration,
50 percent of the cost of the repair or res-
toration, as determined by the Secretary.’’;
and

(C) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘60-day’’
and inserting ‘‘180-day’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) WILDFIRE DETERMINATION.—A wildfire
that causes damage eligible for a payment
under subsection (a) includes—

“(1) a wildfire that is not caused naturally,
if the damage is caused by the spread of the
wildfire due to natural causes; and

‘(2) a wildfire that is caused by the Fed-
eral Government.’’.

SEC. 5504. IMPROVING THE EMERGENCY FOREST
RESTORATION PROGRAM.

Section 407 of the Agricultural Credit Act
of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2206) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking
“‘wildfires,”” and inserting ‘‘wildfires (includ-
ing a wildfire that is not caused naturally, if
the damage is caused by the spread of the
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wildfire due to natural causes, and a wildfire
that is caused by the Federal Government),”’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(e) ADVANCE PAYMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall give
an owner of nonindustrial private forest land
the option of receiving, before the owner car-
ries out emergency measures under this sec-
tion, not more than 75 percent of the cost of
the emergency measures, as determined by
the Secretary.

‘“(2) RETURN OF FUNDS.—If the funds pro-
vided under paragraph (1) are not expended
by the end of the 180-day period beginning on
the date on which the owner of nonindustrial
private forest land receives those funds, the
funds shall be returned within a reasonable
timeframe, as determined by the Sec-
retary.”’.

SEC. 5505. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROC-
ESS AND SYSTEM.

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 707. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROC-
ESS AND SYSTEM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-
trator’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency.

‘“(2) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’
means—

““(A) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that applies for disaster assistance from
a disaster assistance program;

‘(B) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion on behalf of which an individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) applies for dis-
aster assistance from a disaster assistance
program; and

‘(C) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that seeks assistance as a beneficiary of
a State, local government, or Indian tribal
government that received assistance under a
disaster assistance program.

‘“(3) DISASTER ASSISTANCE AGENCY.—The
term ‘disaster assistance agency’ means—

‘“(A) the Federal Emergency Management
Agency; and

‘(B) any Federal agency that provides dis-
aster assistance to individuals, businesses,
organizations, States, local governments, In-
dian tribal governments, communities, or or-
ganizations that the Administrator certifies
as a disaster assistance agency in accordance
with subsection (f) to carry out the purposes
of a disaster assistance program.

‘“(4) DISASTER ASSISTANCE INFORMATION.—
The term ‘disaster assistance information’
includes any personal, biographical, demo-
graphic, geographical, financial, application
decision, or other information that a dis-
aster assistance agency, or a recipient of a
Federal block grant from a disaster assist-
ance agency, is authorized to collect, main-
tain, disclose, or use to—

“‘(A) process an application for disaster as-
sistance from a disaster assistance program;
or

‘“(B) otherwise carry out the purpose of a
disaster assistance program.

() DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—The
term ‘disaster assistance program’ means—

““(A) a program that provides disaster as-
sistance to individuals and households under
title IV or V in accordance with sections 408
and 502; or

‘(B) any other assistance program author-
ized by a Federal statute or funded with Fed-
eral appropriations under which a disaster
assistance agency awards or distributes dis-
aster assistance to an individual, household,
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or organization, or provides a Federal block
grant for these purposes, that arises from a
major disaster or emergency declared under
section 401 or 501, respectively, including—

‘“(i) disaster assistance;

‘“(ii) long-term disaster recovery assist-
ance;

‘“(iii) the post-disaster restoration of infra-
structure and housing;

‘“(iv) post-disaster economic revitalization;

‘“(v) a loan authorized under section 7(b) of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b)); and

“‘(vi) food benefit allotments under section
412 of this Act and section 5(h) of the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2014(h)).

‘“(6) RECORD.—The term ‘record’ has the
meaning given the term in section 552a of
title 5, United States Code.

““(b) UNIFIED DISASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE
PROCESS AND SYSTEM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Administrator shall, in consultation
with appropriate Federal, State, local, and
Indian tribal governments and entities, de-
velop and establish a unified intake process
and system for applicants for disaster assist-
ance provided by a disaster assistance agen-
cy to—

‘“(A) facilitate a consolidated application
for any form of disaster assistance provided
by a disaster assistance agency when appro-
priate to support the nature and purposes of
the assistance;

‘(B) carry out the purposes of disaster as-
sistance programs swiftly, efficiently, fairly,
and in accordance with applicable laws and
privacy and data protections; and

‘(C) support the detection, prevention, and
investigation of waste, fraud, abuse, or dis-
crimination in the administration of disaster
assistance programs, which may include the
support of the Do Not Pay working system
described in section 3354(c) of title 31, United
States Code.

¢“(2) CAPABILITIES OF THE CONSOLIDATED AP-
PLICATION SYSTEM.—The unified intake proc-
ess and system established under paragraph
(1) shall—

‘“(A) accept applications for disaster assist-
ance programs;

‘“(B) allow for applicants to receive status
updates on applications for disaster assist-
ance programs;

‘(C) allow for applicants to update disaster
assistance information throughout the re-
covery journeys of those applicants;

‘(D) allow for the distribution of informa-
tion on additional recovery resources to dis-
aster survivors that may be available in a
disaster-stricken jurisdiction, in coordina-
tion with appropriate Federal, State, local,
and Tribal partners;

‘“(E) provide disaster survivors with infor-
mation and documentation on the applica-
tions of those disaster survivors for a dis-
aster assistance program;

‘“(F) allow for the distribution of applica-
tion data to support faster and more effec-
tive distribution of Federal disaster assist-
ance, including block grant assistance, for
disaster recovery;

‘(G) allow for disaster assistance agencies
to communicate directly with disaster sur-
vivors; and

‘“(H) contain other capabilities determined
necessary by the heads of disaster assistance
agencies.

‘(3) UPDATES.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Administrator re-
ceives a request from a disaster assistance
agency to update questions in the consoli-
dated application described in paragraph (1)
needed to administer the disaster assistance
programs of the disaster assistance agency,
the Administrator shall make those updates.

“(c) AUTHORITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The
Administrator may—
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‘(1) collect, maintain, disclose, and use
disaster assistance information, including
such information received from any disaster
assistance agency, with any other disaster
assistance agency for purposes of subsection
(b)(1); and

‘(2) subject to subsection (d), authorize the
collection, maintenance, disclosure, and use
of disaster assistance information collected
on or after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion by publishing a notice on a public
website that—

““(A) includes a detailed description of—

‘(i) the specific disaster assistance infor-
mation authorized to be collected, main-
tained, disclosed, and used;

‘“(ii) why the collection, maintenance, dis-
closure, or use of the disaster assistance in-
formation is necessary to carry out the pur-
pose of a disaster assistance program;

‘“(iii) how the collection, maintenance, dis-
closure, and use of disaster assistance infor-
mation incorporates fair information prac-
tices; and

‘‘(iv) the disaster assistance agencies that
will be granted access to the disaster assist-
ance information to carry out the purpose of
any disaster assistance program; and

‘(B) provides that the submission of an ap-
plication through a unified disaster applica-
tion constitutes prior written consent to dis-
close disaster assistance information to dis-
aster assistance agencies for the purpose of
section 552a(b) of title 5, United States Code.

¢(d) COLLECTION AND SHARING OF RECORDS
AND INFORMATION.—

‘(1) EFFECT OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE ON
PUBLIC WEBSITE.—The publication of a notice
by the Administrator on a public website of
a revision to the system of records of the
unified intake process and system estab-
lished under subsection (b)(1) prior to any
new collection, maintenance, disclosure, or
use of records to carry out the purposes of a
disaster assistance program with respect to a
major disaster or emergency declared by the
President under section 401 or 501, respec-
tively, of this Act shall be deemed to satisfy
the notice and publication requirements of
section 552a(e)(4) of title 5, United States
Code, for the entire period of performance
for any assistance provided under a disaster
assistance program.

¢‘(2) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT WAIVER.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the declaration of
a major disaster or emergency pursuant to
section 401 or 501, respectively, of this Act,
the Administrator may waive the require-
ments of subchapter I of chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code (commonly known as
the ‘Paperwork Reduction Act’), with re-
spect to the voluntary collection of informa-
tion specific to the declared major disaster
or emergency needed to carry out the pur-
poses of a disaster assistance program.

‘(B) DURATION.—A waiver described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be in effect for the entire
period of performance for any assistance pro-
vided under a disaster assistance program
with respect to a declared major disaster or
emergency.

‘“(C) TRANSPARENCY.—If the Administrator
waives the requirements described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall—

‘(1) promptly post on a public website—

‘() a brief justification for the waiver; and

‘“(IT) the agencies and offices to which the
waiver shall apply;

‘“(ii) update the information posted under
clause (i), as applicable; and

‘‘(iii) comply with the requirements of sub-
chapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’) upon the expiration of
the period of performance of any assistance
provided under a disaster assistance program
if the collection of information may be uti-
lized for the purposes of supporting the dis-

June 22, 2026

aster assistance program in future major dis-
aster or emergency declarations.

‘(D) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVER.—ANy waiv-
er under subparagraph (A) shall take effect
on the date on which the Administrator
posts information on the internet website as
provided for under subparagraph (C).

‘‘(e) DATA SECURITY.—The Administrator
shall facilitate the collection of disaster as-
sistance information into a unified applica-
tion only after—

‘(1) the Administrator certifies that the
unified application substantially complies
with the data security standards established
pursuant to subchapter II of chapter 35 of
title 44, United States Code, and any other
applicable Federal information security pol-
1Cy;

‘(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security
publishes a privacy impact assessment for
the unified application that is similar to the
privacy assessment conducted under section
208(b)(1)(B) of the E-Government Act of 2002
(44 U.S.C. 3501 note); and

““(3) the Administrator, in consultation
with disaster assistance agencies, publishes
standard rules of behavior for disaster assist-
ance agencies and personnel granted access
to disaster assistance information to protect
such information from improper disclosure.

¢(f) CERTIFICATION OF DISASTER ASSISTANCE
AGENCIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
certify a Federal agency as a disaster assist-
ance agency only after posting an agreement
between the Administrator and the Federal
agency on a public website that contains the
detailed terms of the agreement.

‘“(2) CONTENTS OF AGREEMENT.—An agree-
ment between the Administrator and a Fed-
eral agency described in paragraph (1) shall
state that the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the Federal agency will—

‘“(A) collect, disclose, maintain, and use
disaster assistance information in accord-
ance with—

‘“(i) this section; and

‘‘(ii) subject to subsection (i)(2), any exist-
ing policies of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Federal agency for
information protection and use;

“(B) train any personnel granted access to
disaster assistance information on the rules
of behavior established by the Administrator
under subsection (e)(3);

‘(C) in the event of any unauthorized dis-
closure of disaster assistance information—

‘(i) not later than 24 hours after discov-
ering the unauthorized disclosure—

“(I) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal agency, notify the Ad-
ministrator of the disclosure; and

“(IT) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, notify disaster assistance agencies
of the disclosure;

‘‘(ii) cooperate fully with the Adminis-
trator and disaster assistance agencies in the
investigation and remediation of the disclo-
sure; and

‘“(iii) cooperate fully in the prosecution of
a person responsible for the disclosure; and

‘(D) assume responsibility for any com-
pensation, civil liability, or other remedi-
ation measure awarded by a judgment of a
court or agreed upon as a compromise of any
potential claim by or on behalf of an appli-
cant, including by obtaining credit moni-
toring and remediation services, for an im-
proper disclosure of disaster assistance infor-
mation that is—

‘(i) caused, directly or indirectly, by the
acts or omissions of an officer, employee, or
contractor of the Federal agency; or

‘‘(ii) from any electronic system of records
that was created or maintained by the Fed-
eral agency pursuant to section bb2a(e) of
title 5, United States Code.



June 22, 2026

‘(g) CERTIFICATION FOR NONPARTICIPA-
TION.—
(1) COVERED DISASTER ASSISTANCE DE-

FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘covered
disaster assistance’ means—

‘“(A) disaster assistance that a Federal
agency is automatically authorized to pro-
vide following a major disaster or emergency
declared under section 401 or 501; or

“(B) disaster assistance that is authorized
and funded under an appropriations Act spe-
cifically related to a major disaster or emer-
gency declared under section 401 or 501.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 6
months after the date of enactment of this
section, and every 4 years thereafter, a Fed-
eral agency that is providing covered dis-
aster assistance, but has chosen not to par-
ticipate in the unified intake process and
system established under subsection (b)(1),
shall provide to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives a certification detailing—

‘“(A) why the Federal agency is not partici-
pating in the unified intake process and sys-
tem established under subsection (b)(1); and

‘(B) the stakeholders with which the Fed-
eral agency consulted to reach the decision
under subparagraph (A).

“(h) REPORTS.—

‘(1) FEMA.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this section, and every
year thereafter for 2 years, the Adminis-
trator, in coordination with the heads of dis-
aster assistance agencies, shall submit to
Congress a report on the implementation of
this section, including—

““(A) how disaster assistance agencies are
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section;

‘“(B) the effect of this section on disaster
survivor burden and the speed and efficiency
of delivering disaster assistance; and

“(C) a description of any other challenges
that require further legislative action.

‘(2) GA0.—Not later than 3 years after the
date of enactment of this section, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to Congress a report on how the im-
plementation of this section has affected the
disaster survivor experience, and any rec-
ommendations for improvements to the re-
quirements under this section.

‘(i) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
and again not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall brief Congress on—

‘(1) the status of the implementation of
the requirements under this section; and

‘(2) how disaster assistance agencies are
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section.

“(j) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) INAPPLICABILITY OF MATCHING PROGRAM
PROVISIONS.—The disclosure and use of dis-
aster assistance information subject to the
requirements of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code, among disaster assist-
ance agencies or with State, local, or Tribal
governments carrying out disaster assist-
ance programs shall not—

““(A) be construed as a matching program
for the purpose of section 552a(a)(8) of title 5,
United States Code; or

‘“(B) be subject to subsection (e)(12), (o),
(p)(1)(A)(i), (a), (r), or (u) of section 552a of
title 5, United States Code.

¢“(2) CLARIFICATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to authorize the Adminis-
trator to make decisions relating to the dis-
aster assistance program of an agency other
than the Federal Emergency Management
Agency.
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“(B) REDUCING BURDENS ON DISASTER SUR-
VIVORS.—The purpose of this section is solely
to improve the intake and sharing of infor-
mation to reduce burdens on survivors of
major disasters and emergencies.

““(3) AUTHORITIES IN OTHER LAWS.—Nothing
in this section shall be construed to affect
the authority of an entity to share disaster
assistance information regarding programs
funded or facilitated by the entity in accord-
ance with any other law or agency policy.

“(4) APPLYING TO MULTIPLE PROGRAMS.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require an applicant to apply to more than 1
disaster assistance program.

‘“(5) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to authorize a
program that is not authorized by law as of
the date of enactment of this section.

‘“(6) AGREEMENTS.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as requiring a Federal
agency to sign an agreement described in
subsection (f)(2) if the head of that Federal
agency determines that the inclusion of the
disaster assistance programs under the juris-
diction of the Federal agency in the unified
intake process and system established under
subsection (b)(1) is not appropriate to sup-
port the nature and purposes of those dis-
aster assistance programs.”’.

SA 5891. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS
(for himself and Mr. MERKLEY)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S.
4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1252. MEASURES TO ADDRESS MONEY LAUN-
DERING AND EXPORT CONTROL AND
SANCTIONS VIOLATIONS IN HONG
KONG.

(a) DETERMINATION WITH RESPECT TO
MONEY LAUNDERING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a determination, including a detailed jus-
tification, of whether reasonable grounds
exist for concluding that the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China is a jurisdiction of pri-
mary money laundering concern under sec-
tion 5318A of title 31, United States Code.

(b) REPORT ON ROLE OF HONG KONG IN EX-
PORT CONTROL AND SANCTIONS VIOLATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of State and the Sec-
retary of Commerce, shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
assessing the ability of United States and
foreign financial institutions operating in
Hong Kong to identify and prevent trans-
actions that facilitate the transfer of prod-
ucts, technology, and money to the Russian
Federation, Iran, and other countries and en-
tities in violation of export controls and
sanctions imposed by the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) an evaluation of the extent of the role
of Hong Kong as an international financial
and trading center in facilitating, knowingly
or unknowingly—

(i) the transfer of commodities, software,
or technology to adversaries of the United
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States, including the Russian Federation,
Iran, the mainland of the People’s Republic
of China, and other countries in violation of
export controls imposed by the United
States; and

(ii) trade and financial transactions that
may implicate sanctions imposed by the
United States on the Russian Federation,
Iran, and other countries and entities;

(B) an assessment of whether the People’s
Republic of China’s 2020 National Security
Law and the January 2024 Safeguarding Na-
tional Security Ordinance of Hong Kong
have limited the ability of financial institu-
tions operating in Hong Kong to adhere to
global standards for anti-money laundering
and know-your-customer procedures; and

(C) a description of cooperation between
Hong Kong and United States authorities in
enforcing export control and sanctions re-
gimes, including any challenges to such co-
operation.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives.

SA 5892. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S.
4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1270A. STRATEGY TO COUNTER IRANIAN
AND HEZBOLLAH INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS IN LATIN AMERICA.

(a) SHORT TITLES.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Barring Adversarial Networks
and Notorious Extremist Destabilizers in
Latin America Act” or the “BANNED in
Latin America Act”.

(b) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of State shall submit
a comprehensive strategy to the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives for countering Iran’s and

Hezbollah’s propaganda, missionary net-
works, and influence operations in Latin
America.

(c) CONTENTS OF STRATEGY.—The strategy
required under subsection (b) shall include—

(1) measures that address the proliferation
of Iranian cultural centers in Latin America
that promote Iranian ideology, including
diplomatic efforts to limit their operations,
sanctions on affiliated entities, and public
diplomacy to expose their activities;

(2) actions that restrict the travel and ac-
tivities of Iranian emissaries, including dip-
lomats, cultural attaches, and other agents
who facilitate propaganda, radicalization,
and terror-supporting networks in Latin
America, through visa denials, sanctions, or
other travel restrictions;

(3) initiatives that strengthen the capacity
of United States intelligence agencies to
identify, monitor, and disrupt Iran’s and
Hezbollah’s networks, including their co-
operation academic institutions and non-
governmental organizations in Latin Amer-
ica;
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(4) a framework for taking actions, similar
to those implemented against Al-Manar and
Press TV, to disrupt Iran’s HispanTV and
Hezbollah’s Al Mayadeen Espanol platforms,
including sanctions, designations, and co-
operation with regional partners to limit
their broadcasting reach and digital pres-
ence; and

(5) a plan to address Iran’s Al Mustafa
International University network and its af-
filiated entities, including by designating
them as foreign terrorist organizations or
specially designated global terrorists, as ap-
propriate, due to their respective roles in
radicalization and recruitment for Iran’s ide-
ological and terrorist objectives.

(d) ForM.—The strategy required under
subsection (b) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form and may include a classified annex.

SA 5893. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS
(for himself and Mr. MERKLEY)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S.
4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

Subtitle F—Coordination on Uyghur Issues
SEC. 1271. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the “Uyghur
Policy Act of 2026°.

SEC. 1272. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The People’s Republic of China (referred
to in this subtitle as the “PRC’’) continues
to repress the distinct Islamic, Turkic iden-
tity of Uyghurs and members of other ethnic
and religious minority groups in the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (re-
ferred to in this subtitle as the “XUAR”) in
northwestern China and other areas in which
they have habitually resided.

(2) Uyghurs and other predominantly Mus-
lim ethnic minorities historically making up
the majority of the XUAR population have
maintained a distinct religious and cultural
identity throughout their history.

(3) The PRC—

(A) ratified the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, done
at New York, December 16, 1966, and is there-
by bound by its provisions; and

(B) signed the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, done at New York
December 19, 1966.

(4) PRC authorities manipulated the stra-
tegic objectives of the international war on
terror to mask their increasing cultural and
religious oppression of Uyghurs and other
ethnic and religious minority groups resid-
ing in the XUAR.

(5) In 2014, PRC authorities launched the
“Strike Hard Against Violent Extremism’
campaign, in which dubious allegations of
widespread extremist activity were used as
justification for violations of internationally
recognized human rights committed against
Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups in the XUAR.

(6) PRC authorities have made use of its
legal system as a tool of repression, includ-
ing for the imposition of arbitrary deten-
tions and torture against members of the
Uyghur community and other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups.

(7) Uyghurs and Kazakhs who have secured
citizenship or permanent residency outside
of the PRC have attested to repeated
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threats, harassment,
PRC officials.

(8) Reporting from international news or-
ganizations has found that during the past
decade, in order to silence dissent or to force
exiled or other overseas Uyghurs to return to
the PRC, family members of such Uyghur in-
dividuals or members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups living inside the
PRC have disappeared or been detained by
PRC authorities.

(9) In February 2025, Thai authorities re-
fouled 40 detained Uyghurs to Xinjiang, ig-
noring warnings from the United States Gov-
ernment and Congress.

(10) In 2017, Radio Free Asia’s Uyghur Serv-
ice was the first media organization to re-
port on the PRC’s vast, mass arbitrary-de-
tention program in the XUAR.

(11) International civil society has com-
piled credible evidence that—

(A) more than 1,000,000 Uyghurs and mem-
bers of other ethnic and religious minority
groups were detained in extrajudicial ‘‘voca-
tional education and training centers’’; and

(B) thousands more such individuals con-
tinue to be coerced to participate in state-
led forced labor transfer programs.

(12) Independent accounts from former de-
tainees of ‘‘vocational education and train-
ing”’ centers describe inhumane conditions
and treatment, including forced political in-
doctrination, torture, beatings, rape, forced
sterilization, and food deprivation.

(13) Former detainees also confirmed that
they were told by guards that the only way
to secure release was to demonstrate suffi-
cient political loyalty to the Government of
the PRC.

(14) Discourse surrounding the ongoing
atrocities in the XUAR, including efforts to
support the Uyghur community, remains
limited in most Muslim majority nations
around the world.

(15) Former Secretary of State Michael
Pompeo determined, and both former Sec-
retary of State Anthony Blinken and Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio reaffirmed, that
the Government of the PRC continues to
commit genocide and crimes against human-
ity against Uyghurs and other ethnic and re-
ligious minorities in the XUAR.

(16) Multiple foreign government bodies
have declared that atrocities by the Govern-
ment of the PRC against Uyghurs and mem-
bers of other ethnic and religious minority
groups in the XUAR constitute genocide, in-
cluding the European Parliament and the
parliaments of Belgium, Canada, Czech Re-
public, France, Ireland, Lithuania, the Neth-
erlands, and the United Kingdom, respec-
tively.

(17) On March 12, 2026, China’s National
People’s Congress adopted the Law on Pro-
moting Ethnic Unity and Progress, which
mandates Mandarin instruction for minority
children beginning in preschool and subjects
all ethnic affairs to party authority, system-
atically eroding the linguistic and cultural
identity of Uyghurs and other minority
groups.

SEC. 1273. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Government of the PRC should—

(A) recognize, and take tangible steps to
protect and preserve, the distinct ethnic,
cultural, religious, and linguistic identity of
Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups in the XUAR;

(B) immediately cease all government-
sponsored crackdowns, imprisonments, and
detentions of people throughout the XUAR
aimed at repressing their ethnic, cultural,
political, or religious identities; and

©) cease all government-sponsored
transnational repression of Uyghurs, includ-
ing the detainment, harassment, intimida-

and surveillance by
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tion, and surveillance of the family members
of exiled Uyghurs and members of other eth-
nic and minority groups in the XUAR;

(2) the Government of the PRC should im-
mediately open the XUAR to regular, trans-
parent, and unmanipulated visits by—

(A) members of the press;

(B) international organizations;

(C) academic and research institutions fo-
cused on internationally recognized human
rights; and

(D) foreign delegations, including delega-
tions from the United States;

(3) it is commendable that countries, in-
cluding Germany, the Netherlands, Canada,
Australia, Japan, and Turkiye, among oth-
ers, have provided shelter and hospitality to
Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious mi-
nority group members in exile from the PRC;

(4) the Government of the PRC should im-
mediately grant unconditional release of all
prisoners that have been detained for their
ethnic, cultural, religious, and linguistic
identities, for expressing their political or
religious beliefs in the XUAR, or for being
related to members of the Uyghur diaspora
or activist community, including—

(A) Ekpar Asat, who participated in the
Department of State’s International Visitors
Leadership Program in 2016, was incarcer-
ated after returning to the XUAR, and is now
serving a 15-year prison sentence on charges
of ‘“‘inciting ethnic hatred and ethnic dis-
crimination’’;

(B) Dr. Gulshan Abbas, a Uyghur retired
medical doctor who was unjustly detained in
the XUAR on September 11, 2018, and un-
fairly sentenced to 20 years in prison in re-
taliation for her sister’s advocacy for
Uyghurs;

(C) Illham Tohti, a Uyghur economics pro-
fessor who advocated for improving Uyghur-
Han relations and improving the implemen-
tation of regional autonomy laws in the
PRC, was detained on January 15, 2014, and
sentenced to life in prison on charges of
‘“‘separatism’’; and

(D) Rahile Dawut, a professor who re-
searched Uyghur folklore and traditions and
was detained in 2017 and sentenced to life in
prison on charges of ‘‘splittism’ and ‘‘endan-
gering State security’’;

(5) the Government of the PRC should fa-
cilitate comprehensive access for inter-
national organizations, to ‘‘vocational edu-
cation and training’ centers, prisons, and
factories in the XUAR; and

(6) the Department of State should con-
tinue to facilitate the unhindered dissemina-
tion of information to the international
community regarding the status of inter-
nationally recognized human rights, reli-
gious freedom, and transnational repression
of Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and
religious minority groups in the XUAR.

SEC. 1274. UNITED STATES STRENGTHENING OF
COORDINATION ON UYGHUR ISSUES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
should, as appropriate—

(1) prioritize policies, programs, and
projects, in coordination with other relevant
agencies, to support Uyghurs and members
of other ethnic and religious minority groups
in the XUAR;

(2) vigorously promote policies to protect
the distinct ethnic, religious, cultural, and
linguistic identities of the Uyghurs and
other minority groups;

(3) maintain close contact with Uyghur re-
ligious, cultural, and political leaders, in-
cluding by seeking regular travel to the
XUAR and visiting Uyghur diaspora commu-
nities around the world;

(4) advocate for the release of political
prisoners in the XUAR who were detained for
exercising their internationally recognized
human rights to put pressure on exiled
Uyghurs;



June 22, 2026

(5) regularly consult with Congress regard-
ing policies relevant to the XUAR and the
Uyghurs;

(6) engage with counterparts in Europe,
Central Asia, and member states of the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation—

(A) to promote internationally recognized
human rights and religious freedom for
Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious mi-
nority groups in the XUAR; and

(B) to develop and implement joint initia-
tives and programs aimed at promoting
awareness and supporting Uyghur victims of
detention, harassment, and transnational re-
pression;

(7) develop a strategy to work with foreign
partners to pressure the Government of the
PRC—

(A) to close all detention facilities and
‘“‘vocational education and training’ camps
housing Uyghurs and members of other eth-
nic and religious minority groups in the
XUAR;

(B) to allow unhindered access to detention
facilities and ‘‘vocational education and
training” camps in the XUAR by inde-
pendent media, researchers, and inter-
national organizations for a comprehensive
assessment; and

(C) to protect internationally recognized
human rights and preserve the distinct reli-
gious and cultural identity of the Uyghurs
and other religious and ethnic minority com-
munities in the XUAR;

(8) work with international partners—

(A) to raise awareness regarding
transnational repression of Uyghur Ameri-
cans or Uyghurs who are living in exile in
the United States; and

(B) to develop and implement strategies to
prevent and respond to such transnational
repression; and

(9) establish a mechanism for individuals
to report incidents of transnational repres-
sion against Uyghurs and other ethnic and
religious minority groups with ties to the
XUAR.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter for the following 3 years,
the Secretary of State shall submit a report
to the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives, with
a classified annex, if necessary, that—

(1) lists the actions described in subsection
(a) that were taken by the Secretary during
the reporting period, including programs and
engagements with foreign governments;

(2) describes actions taken by the United
States Government to address and prevent
transnational repression against Uyghurs in
the United States; and

(3) includes recommendations for further
legislative or policy measures in support of
the internationally recognized human rights
of Uyghurs and other ethnic and religious
minority groups from the XUAR.

(c) SUNSET.—The requirements under this
section shall cease to have any force or ef-
fect beginning on the date that is 5 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 1275. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.

No additional funds are authorized to carry
out the requirements under this subtitle.
Such requirements shall be carried out using
amounts otherwise authorized for similar
purposes.

SEC. 1276. REQUIREMENT FOR UYGHUR LAN-
GUAGE TRAINING.

(a) UYGHUR LANGUAGE TRAINING AND
STAFFING.—The Secretary of State may take
such steps as may be necessary to ensure
that—

(1) Uyghur language training is available
to Foreign Service officers; and

(2) efforts are made to ensure that at least
1 Uyghur-speaking member of the Service (as
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defined in section 103 of the Foreign Service
Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3903)) is assigned to—

(A) one United States diplomatic or con-
sular post in the People’s Republic of China;
and

(B) one United States diplomatic or con-
sular post in Kazakhstan, TUzbekistan,
Kyrgyszstan, or Tirkiye.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Foreign Service Institute shall submit a re-
port to the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives that
outlines all of the steps that have been taken
to implement subsection (a).

SEC. 1277. UYGHUR CONSIDERATIONS AT THE
UNITED NATIONS.

The President shall direct the United
States Permanent Representative to the
United Nations to use the voice, vote, and in-
fluence of the United States at every United
States multilateral mission—

(1) to oppose any efforts to prevent consid-
eration of the gross violation of internation-
ally recognized human rights in the XUAR in
any body of the United Nations;

(2) to oppose any actions to prevent the
participation of advocates for internation-
ally recognized human rights of Uyghurs in
nongovernmental fora hosted by, or other-
wise organized under the auspices of, any
body of the United Nations; and

(3) to support the creation or appointment
of a special rapporteur for the XUAR for the
purposes of—

(A) monitoring violations and abuses of
internationally recognized human rights in
the XUAR; and

(B) making reports containing information
about such violations and abuses available to
the General Assembly of the United Nations
and other United Nations affiliated agencies,
bodies, entities, and member states.

SA 5894. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS
(for himself and Ms. ROSEN)) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by Mr. Thune to the bill S. 4784, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle F—Critical Undersea Infrastructure
Resilience Initiative Act

SEC. 1281. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Critical
Undersea Infrastructure Resilience Initiative
Act”.

SEC. 1282. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China (PRC) has increasingly used gray
zone tactics to undermine the security of
Taiwan and change the status quo in the Tai-
wan Strait, including suspected sabotage of
undersea cables in and around Taiwan, such
as the incidents involving the severing of ca-
bles around the Matsu Islands of Taiwan and
other key regions in 2023 and 2025.

(2) Undersea cables and other critical un-
dersea infrastructure are a primary vulner-
ability for Taiwan that could be targeted by
the PRC to cripple the communication capa-
bilities of Taiwan in the event of a conflict
in the Taiwan Strait and of broader hybrid
warfare tactics. Disruption of critical under-
sea infrastructure would significantly im-
pact the ability of Taiwan to communicate
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both domestically and internationally, lead-
ing to a breakdown in military, economic,
and social functions.

(3) The vulnerability of Taiwan to attacks
on critical undersea infrastructure has been
compounded by an increasing number of for-
eign vessels suspected of involvement in sab-
otage, including PRC-linked vessels, which
pose direct threats to Taiwan’s critical infra-
structure.

(4) The ability of the PRC to disrupt or
damage critical undersea infrastructure is a
critical element of its strategy aimed at dis-
rupting Taiwan’s military and civil commu-
nications and isolating Taiwan in the event
of a blockade, quarantine, or other attempt
to force unification with the PRC.

(5) Recent activities by foreign adver-
saries, particularly the PRC, have increased
the risk of sabotage and disruption to crit-
ical undersea infrastructure serving Taiwan
and other nations, including—

(A) in February 2023, two vessels registered
to the PRC severed two undersea cables that
effectively cut internet access to the 13,000
residents of Taiwan’s Matsu Islands, who had
to rely on microwave radio transmissions to
provide limited internet access for 50 days
until a cable ship was able to complete re-
pairs;

(B) in January 2025, Taiwan’s Chunghwa
Telecom reported damage to an undersea
cable north of Taipei and identified a ‘‘sus-
picious vessel’”’ registered as the Shunxin-39
and the Xin Shun-39, which had traveled in a
criss-cross pattern while dragging its anchor
near where the cable was damaged;

(C) in January 2025, a Mongolia-flagged
vessel named the Baoshun was driven away
by Taiwan’s coast guard after suspicious
movements off the coast of New Taipei; and

(D) in February 2025, Taiwan’s coast guard
detained the Togo-flagged Hong Tai 58 near
Taiwan’s Penghu Islands after an undersea
cable in the area was severed, with the cap-
tain later admitting to dropping the ship’s
anchor in the area and that he ‘“‘might have
broken the cable’.

(6) Since 2023, there have been at least 11
cases of damage to undersea cables around
Taiwan and a similar number in the Baltic
Sea, with authorities in Taiwan and Europe
suspecting PRC and Russian involvement
and possible coordination in several inci-
dents. Those incidents highlight the vulner-
ability of critical undersea infrastructure, as
well as the difficulty of proving sabotage or
holding perpetrators accountable.

(7) The sabotage of critical undersea infra-
structure constitutes gray zone tactics de-
signed to destabilize and undermine inter-
national security while falling short of di-
rect military confrontation.

(8) Several regional mechanisms have been
established to bolster the security of under-
sea cables, including the Nordic Warden ini-
tiative for maritime domain awareness and
the Quad Partnership for Cable Connectivity
and Resilience, aimed at enhancing the secu-
rity and resilience of undersea cables in the
Indo-Pacific.

(9) Taiwan is the world’s 21st largest econ-
omy by purchasing power parity and deeply
integrated in the global information and
communications technology supply chain.
Any restrictions to its internet connectivity
or energy security would have a direct im-
pact on the world’s economy.

(10) To counter the threats described in
this section and safeguard the resilience of
Taiwan, it is imperative for the United
States and its allies to take decisive action
to bolster Taiwan’s defenses for critical un-
dersea infrastructure and foster inter-
national cooperation to protect those crit-
ical assets.

SEC. 1283. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:
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(1) CRITICAL UNDERSEA INFRASTRUCTURE.—
The term ‘‘critical undersea infrastructure”
means—

(A) subsea energy infrastructure, including
a subsea cable, pipeline, or other equipment
installed on, beneath, or within the seabed,
to transmit electricity (including via subsea
electricity cables, subsea electricity trans-
formers, or equipment related to the support
of offshore energy production installations)
or to transport natural gas, oil, or hydrogen
between land-based or off-shore infrastruc-
ture, as well as associated landing stations
and facilities; or

(B) subsea telecommunications infrastruc-
ture, including subsea fiber-optic cables and
related equipment installed on, beneath, or
within the seabed, and used to transmit com-
munications, data, voice, video, or other
electronic signals, as well as associated land-
ing stations and facilities.

(2) SABOTAGE.—The term ‘‘sabotage”
means actions, or preparations for future ac-
tions, taken with the intent to cause defec-
tive production of, operation of, or damage
to critical undersea infrastructure, including
the integrity of data transmitted via subsea
telecommunications infrastructure.

SEC. 1284. TAIWAN CRITICAL UNDERSEA INFRA-
STRUCTURE RESILIENCE INITIA-
TIVE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 360
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary of Defense, the Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, and such other
heads of agencies as the Secretary of State
considers relevant, shall establish an initia-
tive to be known as the ‘‘Taiwan Critical Un-
dersea Infrastructure Initiative’’ (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘“‘Initiative’’).

(b) PRIORITY.—The Initiative shall
prioritize the protection and resilience of
critical undersea infrastructure near Tai-
wan, with a focus on countering threats from
the PRC.

(¢) KEY FOCUS AREAS.—

(1) ADVANCED MONITORING AND DETECTION
CAPABILITIES.—In carrying out the Initiative,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Secretary of Defense, shall develop and
deploy advanced critical undersea infrastruc-
ture monitoring systems capable of detect-
ing disruptions or potential sabotage in real-
time, including by informing Taiwan, as ap-
propriate, of early warnings about risks to
Taiwan’s critical undersea infrastructure
from global intelligence networks.

(2) RAPID RESPONSE PROTOCOLS.—In car-
rying out the Initiative, the Secretary of
State shall—

(A) in cooperation with regional partners,
establish rapid response protocols for dam-
aged critical undersea infrastructure or
mitigating disruptions; and

(B) work with allies and partners of the
United States to help Taiwan and regional
partners develop the logistical capacity to
respond quickly to attacks on critical under-
sea infrastructure and minimize downtime.

(3) ENHANCING MARITIME DOMAIN AWARE-
NESS.—In carrying out the Initiative—

(A) the Secretary of the Navy and the
Commandant of the Coast Guard, in collabo-
ration with the Coast Guard of Taiwan and
regional partners, shall enhance maritime
domain awareness around Taiwan, focusing
on the ability to detect and interdict sus-
picious vessels or activities near critical un-
dersea infrastructure; and

(B) the Commandant of the Coast Guard
shall assist in joint patrols and surveillance,
particularly in the Taiwan Strait and sur-
rounding maritime zones, to monitor poten-
tial threats and prevent sabotage.

(4) INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORKS FOR PRO-
TECTION.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Ini-
tiative, the Secretary of State shall seek to
establish cooperative frameworks with re-
gional and global partners to protect under-
sea cable networks near Taiwan.

(B) ELEMENTS.—The frameworks estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall provide
for participation by the United States in
joint drills, intelligence-sharing platforms,
and collaborative surveillance operations to
enhance collective security against sabo-
tage.

(5) TAIWAN-SPECIFIC CABLE HARDENING.—In
carrying out the Initiative, the Secretary of
State shall encourage and support the hard-
ening of critical undersea infrastructure
near Taiwan, including reinforcing cables,
improving burial depths, and using more re-
silient materials to reduce vulnerability to
natural disasters and sabotage.

SEC. 1285. COUNTERING PRC GRAY ZONE TAC-
TICS.

(a) WORKING WITH PARTNERS TO COUNTER
PRC SABOTAGE.—The President shall work
with like-minded international partners to
implement strategies that directly counter
the Government of the PRC’s critical under-
sea infrastructure sabotage activities as part
of its gray zone warfare, including by in-
creasing diplomatic pressure on the PRC to
adhere to international norms regarding the
protection of critical undersea infrastruc-
ture.

(b) RAISING AWARENESS.—The President
shall work with like-minded international
partners to raise global awareness of the
risks posed by the PRC’s sabotage of critical
undersea infrastructure, including through
public diplomacy efforts, information shar-
ing, and participation in international fo-
rums that address gray zone tactics and the
protection of critical undersea infrastruc-
ture.

SEC. 1286. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO CRITICAL UNDERSEA IN-
FRASTRUCTURE SABOTAGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of the Treasury, shall impose the
sanctions described in subsection (c¢) with re-
spect to any foreign person that the Presi-
dent determines, on or after the date of the
enactment of this Act, is responsible for acts
of sabotage, or facilitates acts of sabotage,
against undersea infrastructure critical to
the security of Taiwan or other United
States allies or partners, including—

(1) any foreign vessel or entity the owner
or operator of which knowingly—

(A) commits acts of sabotage; or

(B) conducts preparatory surveillance,
logistical support, security, or other services
that facilitate or enable an act of sabotage;
and

(2) any foreign person that knowingly—

(A) owns, operates, or manages a vessel or
entity described in paragraph (1);

(B) provides underwriting services or insur-
ance or reinsurance necessary for such a ves-
sel or entity;

(C) facilitates deceptive or structured
transactions to support such a vessel or enti-
ty;

(D) provides port or logistics services or fa-
cilities for technology upgrades or installa-
tion of equipment for, or retrofitting or teth-
ering of, such a vessel for the purpose of
evading sanctions;

(E) provides documentation, registration,
or flagging services for such a vessel for the
purpose of evading sanctions; or

(F) serves as a captain, principal officer, or
senior leader of such a vessel or entity.

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 15
days after imposing sanctions with respect
to a foreign person under subsection (a), the
President shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a report that in-
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cludes a detailed justification for the imposi-
tion of the sanctions.

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President
shall exercise all of the powers granted by
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of a foreign person described in sub-
section (a), if such property and interests in
property are in the United States, come
within the United States, or are or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

(2) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS, ADMISSION, OR
PAROLE.—

(A) VISAS, ADMISSION, OR PAROLE.—An alien
described in subsection (a) shall be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other entry
documentation of an alien described in sub-
section (a) shall be revoked, regardless of
when such visa or other entry documenta-
tion is or was issued.

(ii) IMMEDIATE EFFECT.—A
under clause (i) shall—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) automatically cancel any other valid
visa or entry documentation that is in the
possession of the alien.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702
and 1704) to carry out this section.

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this section or any reg-
ulation, license, or order issued to carry out
this section shall be subject to the penalties
set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section
206 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that
section.

(e) EXCEPTIONS.—

(1) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT AND LAW EN-
FORCEMENT ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under this
section shall not apply with respect to the
admission or parole of an alien into the
United States if admitting or paroling the
alien is necessary—

(A) to permit the United States to comply
with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into
force November 21, 1947, between the United
Nations and the United States, or other ap-
plicable international obligations of the
United States; or

(B) to carry out or assist authorized law
enforcement activity in the United States.

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH INTEL-
LIGENCE ACTIVITIES.—Sanctions under this
section shall not apply to any activity sub-
ject to the reporting requirements under
title V of the National Security Act of 1947
(60 U.S.C. 3091 et seq.) or any authorized in-
telligence activities of the United States.

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A requirement to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property under this section

revocation
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shall not include the authority or require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation
of goods.

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘‘good’” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(f) NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS WAIV-
ER.—The President may waive the applica-
tion of sanctions under this section if, before
issuing the waiver, the President submits to
the appropriate congressional committees—

(1) a certification in writing that the
issuance of the waiver is in the national se-
curity interests of the United States; and

(2) a report explaining the basis for the cer-
tification.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMISSION; ADMITTED; ALIEN; ETC.—The
terms ‘‘admission’, ‘‘admitted’, ‘‘alien”’,
and ‘‘lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 101 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives.

(3) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’ means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.

(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’” means—

(A) any United States citizen or an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
to the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including any for-
eign branch of such an entity; or

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 1287. SEMIANNUAL REPORT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and every 180 days
thereafter through 2032, the President shall
submit to Congress a report detailing—

(1) any incidents of interference or sabo-
tage related to critical undersea infrastruc-
ture near Taiwan; and

(2) any actions taken in response to such
incidents.

SEC. 1288. INTERAGENCY CONTINGENCY PLAN-
NING FOR CROSS-STRAIT CRISIS.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States to be prepared for po-
tential crises involving Taiwan, including an
attempt by the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) to change the status quo by force,
through comprehensive interagency contin-
gency planning that addresses the cata-
strophic risks such crises would pose to the
national security of the United States.

(b) CROSS-STRAIT CONTINGENCY PLANNING
GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President shall establish a Cross-Strait
Contingency Planning Group—

(A) to be chaired by the National Security
Council; and

(B) consisting of senior officials from the
Department of State, the Department of De-
fense, the United States intelligence commu-
nity, and such other Federal agencies as may
be appropriate.

(2) FUNCTIONS.—The Cross-Strait Contin-
gency Planning Group shall—

(A) conduct scenario-based planning exer-
cises to prepare for potential crises involving
Taiwan, including blockade or quarantine
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scenarios, the seizure of an outlying island,
military contingencies, economic coercion,
cyber attacks, and hybrid threats;

(B) identify critical vulnerabilities in sup-
ply chains, financial systems, critical infra-
structure, and security posture of the United
States and allies and partners of the United
States that would be affected by a crisis in-
volving Taiwan;

(C) develop integrated contingency plans
that coordinate diplomatic, military, eco-
nomic, cyber, and homeland security re-
sponses across the Group;

(D) assess the adequacy of existing au-
thorities, resources, and decision-making
processes to execute such contingency plans;

(E) identify gaps in capabilities, authori-
ties, or coordination mechanisms and rec-
ommend solutions;

(F) share risk assessments with allies and

partners of the United States, as appro-
priate; and

(G) regularly test and refine contingency
plans.

(3) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the establishment of the Cross-
Strait Contingency Planning Group under
paragraph (1), and annually thereafter for 10
years, the Cross-Strait Contingency Plan-
ning Group shall submit to Congress a classi-
fied report that includes—

(A) a description of contingency scenarios
assessed and planning activities conducted
by the Group;

(B) an assessment of the preparedness of
the United States and allies and partners of
the United States to respond to a crisis in-
volving Taiwan, including identification of
capability gaps and resource requirements;

(C) recommendations for legislative action,
policy changes, or resource allocation to en-
hance such preparedness; and

(D) a description of exercises conducted
and lessons learned by the Group.

SA 5895. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S.
4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, add the following:

SEC. 1270A. COUNTERING TERRORISM BY
HEZBOLLAH.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“No Hezbollah In Our Hemi-
sphere Act’’.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Secretary of State should
pursue aggressive efforts against Iranian
proxy networks in the Western Hemisphere,
including by—

(1) demanding that governments put an
end to the impunity enjoyed by designated
individuals and entities or face the con-
sequences described in this Act for their in-
action;

(2) working with allies, potentially
through international forums, such as the
Financial Action Task Force, to greylist
government entities that cooperate with
Hezbollah;

(3) engaging governments in Latin America
to ensure they have adequate legislative
tools to investigate terrorist activities and
combat the financing of terrorism; and

(4) persuading allies in the Latin America
to designate Hezbollah as a terrorist organi-
zation, using Argentina’s model for designa-
tion as a blueprint.
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(c) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’” means—

(1) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate;

(2) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(4) the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives;

(5) the Committee on Financial Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(6) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

(d) DETERMINATION WITH RESPECT TO TER-
RORIST SANCTUARIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Director of National Intelligence, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the Attorney General,
and the heads of other relevant Federal
agencies, shall—

(A) conduct an assessment to determine
whether any country, region, or jurisdiction
in Latin America meets the definition of
“‘terrorist sanctuary’ under section 140(d)(4)
of the Foreign Relations Authorization Act,
Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989 (22 TU.S.C.
2656£(d)(4)); and

(B) submit the results of such assessment
to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination pursuant to paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of State shall consider—

(A) the extent to which Hezbollah or any
other foreign terrorist organization (as des-
ignated pursuant to section 219(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1189(a))) operates freely, raises or transfers
funds, recruits, or obtains safe haven within
a given country, region, or jurisdiction;

(B) whether the host government has
knowingly tolerated, or has failed to take
action to address, terrorist activities after
learning of their existence; and

(C) any other factors relevant to the defini-
tion of ‘‘terrorist sanctuary’ under section
140(d)(4) of the Foreign Relations Authoriza-
tion Act, Fiscal Years 1988 and 1989 (22 U.S.C.
2656£(d)(4)).

(e) REVOCATION OF VISAS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may impose
the sanctions described in paragraph (2) with
respect to any foreign individual the Presi-
dent determines is a government official of
any foreign state, subdivision, or munici-
pality designated as a terrorist sanctuary
under subsection (d) unless such official has
taken significant, verifiable steps to stop
such activity or the relevant jurisdiction no
longer meets the definition of terrorist sanc-
tuary under section 140(d)(4) of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years
1988 and 1989 (22 U.S.C. 2656£(d)(4)).

(2) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(A) INELIGIBILITY FOR VISAS AND ADMISSIONS
TO THE UNITED STATES.—A foreign individual
described in paragraph (1) shall be—

(i) inadmissible to the United States;

(ii) ineligible to receive a visa or other doc-
umentation to enter the United States; and

(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or
paroled into the United States or to receive
any other benefit under the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.).

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The issuing consular offi-
cer or the Secretary of State (or a designee
of the Secretary), in accordance with section
221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), shall revoke any visa or
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other entry documentation issued to a for-
eign individual described in paragraph (1) re-
gardless of when the visa or other entry doc-
umentation was issued.

(ii) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A revocation
under clause (i) shall—

(I) take effect immediately; and

(IT) automatically cancel any other valid
visa or entry documentation that is in the
foreign individual’s possession.

(iii) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall prescribe such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out
this paragraph.

(3) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OBJECTIVES AND AGREEMENT RE-
GARDING THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS.—Sanctions under paragraph (2)
shall not apply to a foreign person if admit-
ting the person into the United States—

(A) would further important law enforce-
ment objectives; or

(B) is necessary to permit the United
States to comply with the Agreement re-
garding the Headquarters of the United Na-
tions, signed at Lake Success June 26, 1947,
and entered into force November 21, 1947, be-
tween the United Nations and the United
States, or other applicable international ob-
ligations of the United States.

(4) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may waive
the application of sanctions under paragraph
(2) with respect to—

(i) an individual, on a case-by-case basis
for periods not to exceed 180 days, if the
President determines that such individual’s
entry or continued presence in the United
States is vital to the national security inter-
ests of the United States;

(ii) a jurisdiction, including a foreign coun-
try, or any subdivision of such country, that
is designated as a terrorist sanctuary pursu-
ant to subsection (d), for periods not to ex-
ceed 1 year, if the President determines that
waiving the application of sanctions with re-
spect to officials or other residents of such
jurisdiction is in the national interest of the
United States.

(B) REPORT.—Not later than 15 days before
granting or renewing a waiver under sub-
paragraph (A), the President shall submit a
report to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that includes—

(i) the name of the individual or the spe-
cific jurisdiction subject to the waiver;

(ii) a detailed justification explaining how
the waiver serves—

(I) the national security interests of the
United States (for individuals); or

(IT) the national interest of the United
States (for jurisdictions); and

(iii) with respect to renewals—

(I) an assessment of the individual’s or ju-
risdiction’s activities during the most recent
waiver period; and

(IT) any conditions imposed to ensure com-
pliance with United States interests.

(5) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this subsection with respect to a
foreign individual if the President deter-
mines and reports to the appropriate con-
gressional committees not later than 15 days
before the termination of such sanctions
that—

(A) the foreign individual is no longer en-
gaged in the activity that was the basis for
such sanctions or has taken significant
verifiable steps toward stopping such activ-
ity;

(B) the President has received reliable as-
surances that such individual will not know-
ingly engage in any activity subject to sanc-
tions under this section in the future; or
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(C) the termination of such sanctions is in
the national security interests of the United
States.

(6) RULEMAKING.—The President shall issue
such regulations, licenses, and orders as may
be necessary to carry out this subsection.

(f) SUNSET.—Any sanctions imposed pursu-
ant to this section shall terminate on the
date that is b years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SA 5896. Mr. THUNE (for Mr. CURTIS
(for himself and Ms. CORTEZ MASTO))
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by Mr. THUNE to the bill S.
4784, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2027 for military activities
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1252. REPORT ON UNITED STATES CAPACITY
TO COMPLY WITH THE TAIWAN RE-
LATIONS ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the “Taiwan Relations Reinforce-
ment Act”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives; and

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives.

(2) GRAY ZONE TACTICS.—The term ‘‘gray
zone tactics” means coercive actions, includ-
ing military, paramilitary, cyber, space, eco-
nomic, informational, and legal actions and
other activities conducted below the thresh-
old of armed conflict to alter the status quo
without triggering a conventional military
response.

(3) TAIWAN CONTINGENCY.—The term ‘‘Tai-
wan Contingency’’ means any attempt—

(A) to overthrow or dismantle the gov-
erning institutions in Taiwan;

(B) to occupy any territory controlled or
administered by Taiwan;

(C) to violate the territorial integrity of
Taiwan; or

(D) to take significant action against Tai-
wan, including—

(i) conducting a naval blockade of Taiwan;

(ii) seizing any outlying island of Taiwan;
or

(iii) perpetrating a significant physical or
cyber attack on Taiwan that erodes the abil-
ity of the governing institutions in Taiwan
to operate or provide essential services to
the citizens of Taiwan.

(c) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for the following 5
years, the Secretary of War, in coordination
with the Commander of the United States
Indo-Pacific Command, shall submit a report
to the appropriate congressional committees
that assesses the capacity of the United
States to fully implement sections 2 and 3 of
the Taiwan Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 3301 and
3302), including—

(1) maintaining the capacity to resist any
resort to force or other forms of coercion
that would jeopardize the security or the so-
cial or economic system of the people on
Taiwan;
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(2) providing Taiwan with arms of a defen-
sive character in such quantity as may be
necessary to enable Taiwan to maintain a
sufficient self-defense capability; and

(3) preserving peace, security, and stability
in the Western Pacific as matters of inter-
national concern.

(d) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each report required
under subsection (c) shall include—

(A) a detailed assessment of whether the
current and projected military posture, force
structure, operational plans, and capabilities
of the United States are sufficient to
credibly deter—

(i) a large-scale amphibious invasion of
Taiwan;

(ii) a maritime or air blockade of Taiwan;
and

(iii) major missile or air strike campaigns
against Taiwan;

(B) an assessment of the United States’ ca-
pacity to credibly deter and resist forms of
coercion that would jeopardize the security,
or the social or economic system of the peo-
ple on Taiwan, including sustained forms of
coercion across air, maritime, cyber, space,
economic, and information domains;

(C) an assessment of the United States’
operational readiness and sustainability, in-
cluding—

(i) readiness, posture, basing access and
overflight, mobility, logistics resilience,
prepositioned stocks, and munitions suffi-
ciency in the Indo-Pacific region;

(ii) projected munitions expenditure rates
and replenishment timelines under high-in-
tensity conflict scenarios;

(iii) the ability of the defense industrial
base to sustain operations in a protracted
conflict of not less than 1 year; and

(iv) vulnerabilities to supply chain disrup-
tion, cyber attack, or anti-access/area denial
strategies across domains;

(D) an assessment of the availability, reli-
ability, and sufficiency of allied and partner
contributions to deterrence and defense in a
Taiwan contingency and to resist gray zone
coercion; and

(E) an assessment of the capacity of the
United States to comply with the Taiwan
Relations Act (Public Law 96-8) in a scenario
in which the United States is simultaneously
responding to aggression initiated by the
Russian Federation, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, or a terrorist organization.

(2) CAPABILITY GAPS AND RESOURCE RE-
QUIREMENTS.—For each assessment described
in paragraph (1), the report shall—

(A) identify current capability gaps, short-
falls, and vulnerabilities;

(B) estimate capability gaps during the fol-
lowing 10 years based on current budget pro-

jections;
(C) specify budgetary, force posture, acqui-
sition, industrial base, and legislative

changes required to mitigate the gaps re-
ferred to in subparagraph (C); and

(D) include an estimated timeline and
costs to achieve a level of capability suffi-
cient to credibly deter and, if necessary, de-
feat aggression against Taiwan.

(e) ForM.—Each report required under sub-
section (c) shall be submitted in classified
form, but may include an unclassified execu-
tive summary.

(f) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
submission of each report pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Secretary of War shall pro-
vide a classified briefing to the appropriate
congressional committees regarding the
findings and recommendations contained in
such report.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed—

(1) to authorize the use of military force;
or
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(2) to alter or supersede any existing statu-
tory requirement under the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (22 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.).

SA 5897. Mr. HOEVEN proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 675, to con-
tribute funds and artifacts to the Theo-
dore Roosevelt Presidential Library in
Medora, North Dakota; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Theodore
Roosevelt Presidential Library Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’
means the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential
Library Foundation.

(2) LIBRARY.—The term ‘‘Library’” means
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library
to be located in Medora, North Dakota.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARD ES-
TABLISHMENT OF THE THEODORE
ROOSEVELT PRESIDENTIAL LI-
BRARY.

(a) GRANTS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION.—To the extent provided
in advance in appropriations Acts and sub-
ject to paragraphs (2) through (4), the Sec-
retary may provide to the Foundation grants
in an amount not to exceed a total of
$50,000,000 for the establishment of the Li-
brary—

(A) to preserve and make available to the
public materials relating to the life of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt; and

(B) to provide interpretive and educational
services that communicate the meaning of
the life of Theodore Roosevelt.

(2) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The Sec-
retary may not provide a grant under para-
graph (1) until the date on which the Foun-
dation certifies to the Secretary that the
Foundation has received an amount equal to
not less than $100,000,000 from funds for the
Library—

(A) contributed by the State of North Da-
kota; or

(B) raised from non-Federal sources during
the period beginning on the date on which
the Foundation was established and ending
on the date of the certification.

(3) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—Grant
funds provided under this subsection may
not be used for the maintenance or operation
of the Library.

(4) EFFECT.—Nothing in this subsection re-
quires an increase in the applicable sub-
allocation made pursuant to section 302(b) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (2
U.S.C. 633(b)).

(b) FEDERAL ARTIFACTS AND OBJECTS RE-
LATING TO THEODORE ROOSEVELT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary may enter into 1 or
more agreements with the Foundation to
provide for a loan to the Foundation from
Federal agencies under the administrative
jurisdiction of the Secretary (including the
National Park Service and the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service) of historic, edu-
cational, artistic, natural, and other mu-
seum artifacts and objects, particularly arti-
facts and objects that are not on display to
the public, without monetary consideration,
subject to such terms and conditions as the
Secretary determines to be necessary for the
preservation and exhibition of the artifacts
and objects loaned to the Foundation.

(¢c) NON-FEDERAL OPERATION.—The Sec-
retary or any other Federal entity shall have
no involvement in the operation of the Li-
brary, except at the request of the non-Fed-
eral entity responsible for the operation of
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the Library in accordance with applicable
laws (including regulations).

SA 5898. Ms. DUCKWORTH submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . IRAN WAR ACCOUNTABILITY.

(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act shall be used by the De-
partment of Defense to fund military oper-
ations or activities against Iran until the
date on which Congress authorizes the use of
military force against Iran.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection may be construed to prevent the
United States from—

(A) defending against an attack on the
United States or its personnel or facilities in
other nations;

(B) collecting, analyzing, or sharing intel-
ligence, including with the State of Israel
and United States partners and allies, and
international organizations as appropriate,
related to defending against threats from
Iran or its proxies;

(C) assisting partner countries who have
been attacked by Iran since February 28,
2026, and other nations—

(i) in taking defensive measures to protect
their territory from retaliatory attacks by
Iran or its proxies; or

(ii) by providing defensive materiel support
for such defensive measures; or

(D) providing assistance for the security,
departure, and evacuation to United States
citizens affected by the hostilities.

(b) LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR TRAV-
EL EXPENSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act or other-
wise made available for fiscal year 2027 for
operation and maintenance, Defense-wide,
and available for the Office of the Secretary
of Defense for travel expenses may be obli-
gated or expended until the date on which
the Secretary of Defense submits to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on
the manner in which military operations and
activities against Iran since February 28,
2026, affect the military readiness of the
United States Armed Forces.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report referred to in
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to
such operations and activities, the following:

(A) A detailed description of the impact of
such operations and activities on the main-
tenance cycles for each affected platform or
asset, including the date on which each such
platform or asset is estimated to return to
mission capable status, as compared to the
original maintenance timeline.

(B) An accounting of munitions expendi-
tures from such operations and activities,
detailed by type of munition and the total
available stock of such munition.

(C) Estimated timelines for replenishing
expended munitions, by type of munition.

(D) A list of destroyed assets, platforms,
and equipment (as compared to total stocks,
disaggregated by mission capable rates) and
associated costs.

(E) A list of damaged assets, platforms,
and equipment (as compared to total stocks,
disaggregated by mission capable rates) and
associated costs of, and timelines for, repair.
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(F) A list of damaged United States infra-
structure and facilities, including a descrip-
tion of the source of damage, extent of dam-
age, location, mission impacted by damage,
and estimated cost of, and timeline for, re-
pair.

(G) An accounting of wounded-in-action
rates, associated costs of medical care, re-
sulting disability rates, and an assessment of
the manner in which such wounded-in-action
rates impact unit readiness rates.

(H) A list of each unit that has experienced
casualties, organized in descending order by
number of casualties.

(3) FOrRM.—A report under this subsection
shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may include a classified annex.

SA 5899. Mr. WARNER (for himself
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title , in-
sert the following:

SEC. . ECONOMY OF THE FUTURE COMMIS-
SION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term
“artificial intelligence’” has the meaning
given the term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401).

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission”
means the Economy of the Future Commis-
sion established under subsection (b).

(3) CONGRESSIONAL LEADER.—The term
‘“‘congressional leader’” means the majority
leader of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the minority lead-
er of the Senate, or the minority leader of
the House of Representatives.

(4) NAICS.—The term “NAICS” means the
North American Industry Classification Sys-
tem.

(b) IN GENERAL.—There is established in
the legislative branch a commission to de-
velop consensus legislative recommendations
addressing economic changes caused by the
adoption of artificial intelligence, to be
known as the ‘“‘Economy of the Future Com-
mission”.

(c) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be
composed of the following members:

(A) 12 members appointed by Congress in
accordance with paragraph (2), of whom—

(i) the majority leader of the Senate and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
shall each appoint 3 members; and

(ii) the minority leader of the Senate and
the minority leader of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall each appoint 3 members.

(B) Four persons appointed by the Presi-
dent, as nonvoting members.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL APPOINTEES.—Each con-
gressional leader making appointments
under paragraph (1)(A) shall—

(A) appoint 1 member who is serving as a
Member of the house of Congress in which
the congressional leader serves; and

(B) for any remaining appointments, ap-
point an individual who is not serving in
Congress and who is nationally recognized
for expertise, knowledge, or experience in—

(i) artificial intelligence technology;

(ii) education;

(iii) workforce retraining; or

(iv) taxation.
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(3) APPOINTMENT.—Members of the Com-
mission shall be appointed not later than 45
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(4) ETHICS.—A congressional leader who ap-
points members of the Commission may not
appoint an individual as a member of the
Commission if such individual possesses any
personal or financial interest in the dis-
charge of any of the duties of the Commis-
sion.

(d) Co-CHAIRS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
have 2 co-chairs, selected jointly by the con-
gressional leaders from among the members
of the Commission in accordance with para-
graph (2).

(2) CO-CHAIR REQUIREMENTS.—One co-chair
of the Commission shall be a member of the
Democratic Party, and one co-chair shall be
a member of the Republican Party. One co-
chair of the Commission shall be a Member
of the House of Representatives and one co-
chair shall be a Senator.

(e) MEETINGS; QUORUM; VACANCIES.—

(1) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission
shall hold its initial meeting on or before the
date that is 60 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(2) ADDITIONAL MEETINGS.—After its initial
meeting, the Commission shall meet upon
the call of the co-chairs of the Commission.

(3) QUORUM.—T7 members of the Commission
shall constitute a quorum for purposes of
conducting business, except that 2 members
of the Commission shall constitute a quorum
for purposes of receiving testimony.

(4) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the Com-
mission shall not affect its powers, but shall
be filled in the same manner in which the
original appointment was made.

(5) QUORUM WITH VACANCIES.—If vacancies
in the Commission occur on any day after 45
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, a quorum shall consist of a majority of
the members of the Commission as of such
day.

(f) ACTIONS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall act
by resolution agreed to by a majority of the
members of the Commission voting and
present.

(2) PANELS.—The Commission may estab-
lish panels composed of less than the full
membership of the Commission for purposes
of carrying out the duties of the Commission
under this section. The actions of any such
panel shall be subject to the review and con-
trol of the Commission. Any findings and de-
terminations made by such a panel shall not
be considered the findings and determina-
tions of the Commission unless approved by
the Commission.

(3) DELEGATION.—Any member, agent, or
staff of the Commission may, if authorized
by the co-chairs of the Commission, take any
action which the Commission is authorized
to take pursuant to this section.

(g) DUTIES.—The duties of the Commission
are—

(1) in general, to develop consensus legisla-
tive recommendations addressing economic
changes caused by the adoption of artificial
intelligence;

(2) to evaluate the effectiveness of, and de-
velop consensus legislative recommendations
that address and respond to the economic
changes caused by, the adoption of artificial
intelligence, including the effectiveness and
economic changes of that adoption for—

(A) government data, research, and meas-
urement;

(B) workforce development programs;

(C) kindergarten through grade 12 public
education, career and technical education,
and higher education; and

(D) social safety net programs and worker
support;
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(3) to develop consensus legislative rec-
ommendations addressing—

(A) the development of standards and
metrics to evaluate and address artificial in-
telligence adoption across the Federal Gov-
ernment, including standards and metrics to
identify and address artificial intelligence-
specific skill and training needs across the
Federal workforce;

(B) the relative merits of open-source and
open-weight models of artificial intelligence
for suitability for small- and medium-sized
businesses and the use of open-source and
open-weight models to improve the effi-
ciency of government operations;

(C) the potential for a national Federal ar-
tificial intelligence research investment
strategy;

(D) public and private sector partnerships
to increase research access by academic in-
stitutions and small businesses to private
sector computing, models, data, and software
resources related to artificial intelligence;

(E) developing and scaling foundational
manufacturing technologies related to artifi-
cial intelligence through government pro-
grams and public-private partnerships such
as the Hollings Manufacturing Extension
Program established under section 25(b) of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technologies Act (15 U.S.C. 278k);

(F) supply chain and manufacturing chal-
lenges to developing emerging technologies
that are projected to heavily utilize artifi-
cial intelligence, such as robotics;

(G) the need for public and private sector
collaboration in developing cloud com-
puting-based laboratories for furthering re-
search into key technology focus areas, as
defined in section 10387(c) of the Research
and Development, Competition, and Innova-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 19107(c)), utilizing artifi-
cial intelligence;

(H) changes to transportation safety poli-
cies and regulations caused by the adoption
of artificial intelligence in land-, air-, and
sea-based autonomous vehicles;

(I) energy generation, storage, and trans-
mission demands caused by the development
of the artificial intelligence industry and the
construction and operation of domestic data
centers; and

(J) the use of artificial intelligence-en-
abled robotics in government (other than in
the Department of Defense) and industry;
and

(4) to prepare the reports required under
subsection (k).

(h) POWERS OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission or, on
the authorization of the Commission, any
subcommittee or member of, the Commis-
sion may, for the purpose of carrying out the
provisions of this section—

(A) hold such hearings and sit and act at
such times and places, take such testimony,
receive such evidence, and administer such
oaths; and

(B) require, by subpoena or otherwise, the
attendance and testimony of such witnesses
and the production of such books, records,
correspondence, memoranda, papers, and
documents, as the Commission or such des-
ignated subcommittee or designated member
considers necessary.

(2) SUBPOENAS.—Subpoenas may be issued
under paragraph (1)(B) under the signature of
the co-chairs of the Commission, and may be
served by any person designated by such co-
chairs.

(3) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—The provisions of
sections 102 through 104 of the Revised Stat-
utes (2 U.S.C. 192 through 194) shall apply in
the case of any failure of a witness to comply
with any subpoena or to testify when sum-
moned under authority of this section.

(4) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may, to
such extent and in such amounts as are pro-
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vided in advance in appropriation Acts, enter
into contracts to enable the Commission to
discharge its duties under this section.

(5) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may se-
cure directly from any executive depart-
ment, agency, bureau, board, commission, of-
fice, independent establishment, or instru-
mentality of the Government information,
suggestions, estimates, and statistics for the
purposes of this section.

(B) RESPONSE.—Each such department,
agency, bureau, board, commission, office,
establishment, or instrumentality shall, to
the extent authorized by law, furnish such
information, suggestions, estimates, and sta-
tistics directly to the Commission, upon re-
quest of the co-chairs of the Commission.

(C) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The Com-
mission shall handle and protect all classi-
fied information provided to it under this
section in accordance with applicable stat-
utes and regulations.

(6) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—
Federal departments and agencies may pro-
vide the Commission such services, funds, fa-
cilities, staff, and other support as such de-
partments and agencies consider advisable
and as may be authorized by law.

(7) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States postal services in
the same manner and under the same condi-
tions as the departments and agencies of the
United States.

(8) GIFTS.—

(A) NO GIFTS FOR SERVICE.—NoO member or
staff of the Commission may receive a gift or
benefit by reason of the service of such mem-
ber or staff to the Commission.

(B) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS.—The Com-
mission may accept, use, and dispose of gifts
or donations of services or property (includ-
ing goods) from non-Federal entities for the
purposes of aiding and facilitating the work
of the Commission. The authority in this
subparagraph does not extend to gifts of
money.

(i) STAFF OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The co-chairs of the Com-
mission, in accordance with rules agreed
upon by the Commission, shall appoint and
fix the compensation of a staff director and
such other personnel as may be necessary to
enable the Commission to carry out its du-
ties, without regard to the provisions of title
5, United States Code, governing appoint-
ments in the competitive service, and with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and
subchapter IIT of chapter 53 of such title re-
lating to classification and General Schedule
pay rates, except that no rate of pay fixed
under this subsection may exceed the equiva-
lent of that payable to a person occupying a
position at level V of the Executive Schedule
under section 5316 of such title.

(2) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The co-
chairs of the Commission may procure the
services of experts and consultants in ac-
cordance with section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, as if the Commission were an
agency described in that section, at rates for
individuals that do not exceed the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of such title.

(3) DETAILEES.—Any Federal Government
employee may be detailed to the Commission
without reimbursement from the Commis-
sion, and such detailee shall retain the
rights, status, and privileges of his or her
regular employment without interruption.

(j) COMPENSATION AND TRAVEL EXPENSES.—

(1) COMPENSATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), each member of the Commis-
sion may be compensated at not to exceed
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of
basic pay in effect for a position at level IV
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of the Executive Schedule under section 5315
of title 5, United States Code, for each day
during which that member is engaged in the
actual performance of the duties of the Com-
mission under this section.

(B) EXCLUSION.—Members of the Commis-
sion who are officers or employees of the
United States or Members of Congress shall
receive no additional pay by reason of their
service on the Commission.

(2) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—While away from
their homes or regular places of business in
the performance of services for the Commis-
sion, members of the Commission may be al-
lowed travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, in the same manner as
persons employed intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service are allowed expenses under
section 5703 of title 5, United States Code.

(k) REPORTS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—By not later than 7
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall issue an interim
report, to be disseminated to the public, in-
cluding—

(A)(i) the initial estimates of changes in
employment due to the adoption of artificial
intelligence for 5 years and 10 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, by 6-digit
NAICS code; and

(ii) the Commission’s level of confidence in
such estimates;

(B)(i) Federal revenue estimates for tax
years beginning 5 and 10 years after the en-
actment of this Act; and

(i1) commentary by the Commission on the
likelihood that the adoption of artificial in-
telligence will increase or decrease revenue
during each time period described in clause
(i); and

(C) a description of high-quality, free re-
sources that the public can access to learn
more about artificial intelligence and the ef-
fects that its wide adoption may have on the
global economy.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—By not later than 13
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall prepare and sub-
mit a final report regarding the impact of
the adoption of artificial intelligence that
includes legislative recommendations on ar-
tificial intelligence education, reskilling of
employees needed due to the adoption of ar-
tificial intelligence, unemployment insur-
ance, and taxation policy, and on maintain-
ing global competitiveness in key industries
including technology and manufacturing.

(B) SUBMISSION.—The report required under
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted to Con-
gress and to the Secretary of Treasury, Sec-
retary of Commerce, Secretary of Labor, and
Secretary of Education.

(C) ASSESSMENTS OF FINAL REPORT.—BYy not
later than 60 days after the date on which
the final report is submitted under subpara-
graph (B), the Secretaries of Treasury, Com-
merce, Labor, and Education shall individ-
ually submit an assessment of the final re-
port to Congress.

(1) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, and all
the authorities of this section, shall termi-
nate on the last day of the 120-day period be-
ginning on the date on which the final report
described in subsection (k)(2) is submitted to
Congress.

(2) CLOSING ACTIVITIES.—The Commission
may use the 120-day period immediately pre-
ceding termination for the purposes of con-
cluding its activities, including providing
testimony to Congress concerning the final
report described in subsection (k)(2) and dis-
seminating the report.

(m) FUNDING.—There is appropriated, out
of any amounts in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated, $5,250,000 to carry out this
section, to remain available until the date
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on which the Commission terminates under
subsection (1)(1).

SA 5900. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XI, insert
the following:

SEC. ___. SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN CIVIL-
JAN EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE RECEIVING COM-
PENSATION FOR ANOMALOUS
HEALTH INCIDENTS.

(a) COVERED EMPLOYEE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered employee’ means
any current or former civilian officer or em-
ployee of the Department of Defense who has
been determined eligible for, and has re-
ceived, a lump-sum payment under the im-
plementation by the Department of Defense
of section 901(i) of title IX of division J of
the Further Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 2020 (22 U.S.C. 2680b(i)).

(b) ADJUSTMENT OF COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may increase the amount of monthly com-
pensation paid to a covered employee under
section 8105 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) AMOUNT.—In lieu of the percentage
specified in section 8105(a) of title 5, United
States Code, the amount of compensation de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be the amount
necessary to ensure that the total monthly
compensation payable to the covered em-
ployee equals 75 percent of the maximum
rate of basic pay plus the applicable locality-
based comparability payment under section
5304 of such title for GS-15, step 10, deter-
mined by reference to the Washington, Dis-
trict of Columbia locality pay area, as deter-
mined under section 5332 of such title.

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that an increase in compensation de-
scribed in paragraph (1) is applied without
the need for additional application or adju-
dication by the covered employee.

(¢) GUIDELINES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary decides to
exercise the authority provided by sub-
section (b), the Secretary shall issue guide-
lines to increase compensation as described
in such subsection not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop the guidelines described in paragraph
(1) in coordination with the cross-functional
team established under section 910 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2022 (10 U.S.C. 111 note; Public Law 117-
81).

(d) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) OTHER INDIVIDUALS.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to alter the appli-
cation of section 8105 of title 5, United States
Code, with respect to any individual other
than a covered employee.

(2) DURATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to require payment of
compensation under this section after the
period during which the disability of the cov-
ered employee relating to a qualifying injury
of the brain is total under section 8105 of
title 5, United States Code.

(3) MEDICAL CARE.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to expand, limit, or other-
wise affect the scope of medical care, treat-
ment, or related services provided under any
other provision of law, including the HA-
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VANA Act of 2021 (Public Law 117-46) and the
amendments made by that Act.

(e) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to be
effective on the date that is one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SA 5901. Mr. McCORMICK (for him-
self and Mr. FETTERMAN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1252. STRATEGY FOR DEPLOYMENT OF UN-
MANNED AND AUTONOMOUS SYS-
TEMS IN INDO-PACIFIC REGION AND
WESTERN HEMISPHERE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the officials specified in
subsection (b), shall develop a strategy for
the deployment, employment, integration,
sustainment, exportability, and scaling of
unmanned and autonomous systems in the
Indo-Pacific region and the Western Hemi-
sphere.

(b) SPECIFIED OFFICIALS.—The officials
specified in this subsection are the following:

(1) The Commander of the United States
Indo-Pacific Command.

(2) The Commander of the United States
Southern Command.

(3) The Commander of the United States
Northern Command.

(4) The Director of the Defense Autono-
mous Warfare Group (or successor organiza-
tion).

(6) The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff

(6) The Secretaries of the military depart-
ments.

(7) Any other United States Government
official the Secretary of Defense considers
appropriate.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of current capability
gaps and operational requirements with re-
spect to the deployment of unmanned an au-
tonomous systems within the areas of re-
sponsibility of the United States Indo-Pa-
cific Command, the United States Southern
Command, and the United States Northern
Command, including with respect to—

(A) persistent maritime, air, littoral, and
undersea domain awareness;

(B) undersea surveillance and anti-sub-
marine warfare;

(C) long-range strike and attritable sys-
tems;

(D) integration of artificial intelligence
and decoy operations;

(E) counter-unmanned systems operations;

(F) logistics and communications relay;

(G) electronic warfare and signals intel-
ligence;

(H) mine detect and defeat; and

(I) Department of Defense missions to ter-
rorism in the Western Hemisphere, including
such missions in support of maritime inter-
diction and detection-and-monitoring oper-
ations.

(2) An assessment of the scope of un-
manned and autonomous systems that may
be deployed across, air, surface, and sub-
surface domains in the Indo-Pacific region
and the Western Hemisphere, including—
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(A) an identification of the scope of sys-
tems necessary to fulfill the operational re-
quirements with respect to the elements de-
scribed in each of subparagraphs (A) through
(I) of paragraph (1) for—

(i) unmanned aircraft systems;

(ii) unmanned surface vessels;

(iii) undersea vehicles, including remotely
operated and autonomous such vehicles; and

(iv) unmanned and autonomous systems
platform attributes;

(B) the current number of systems avail-
able for such deployment, including re-
motely operated and autonomous vehicles
necessary to fulfill the operational require-
ments described in subparagraphs (A)
through (I) of paragraph (1); and

(C) platform attributes necessary to fulfill
the operational requirements described in
subparagraphs (A) through (I) of paragraph
(1), including—

(i) an evaluation of capability for artificial
intelligence integration and autonomy-en-
abled software;

(ii) operational range, time-on-station,
payload capacity, autonomy levels, and sur-
vivability;

(iii) associated launch and recovery sys-
tems, control stations, communications
links, sensors, payloads, and modular mis-
sion packages, and other operationally rel-
evant performance parameters;

(iv) kinetic and non-kinetic mission op-
tions; and

(v) an evaluation of the storage, mainte-
nance, training, and personnel readiness as-
sociated with each system identified.

(3) An identification of prospective basing,
staging, and forward deployment locations
for unmanned and autonomous systems
within the areas of responsibility of the
United States Indo-Pacific Command, the
United States Southern Command, and the
United States Northern Command, including
an assessment of—

(A) existing United States military instal-
lations and their capacity to support un-
manned systems operations and long-term
storage of such systems;

(B) partner country facilities and agree-
ments necessary to enable forward deploy-
ment; and

(C) at-sea and at-sea deployment concepts.

(4) An evaluation of the maturity and dem-
onstrated operational suitability of endur-
ance-enabling propulsion technologies, in-
cluding hybrid-electric propulsion, with at-

tention to efficiency, reliability, acoustic
performance, and sustainment consider-
ations.

(56) A plan for cross-domain integration of
unmanned and autonomous systems into the
broader joint force, including enhancement
of conventional weapon systems, manned
platforms, artificial intelligence systems,
and command-and-control networks.

(6) A summary of ongoing experimen-
tation, prototyping, and operational dem-
onstrations, including lessons learned from
use by the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand, the United States Central Command,
and the United States Special Operations
Command.

(7) A plan for co-design, co-development,
co-production, and interoperability of un-
manned systems with allies and partners,
with particular emphasis on—

(A) Australia, Israel, Japan, the Republic
of Korea, Taiwan, and Ukraine; and

(B) partners under the Advanced Capabili-
ties pillar of the AUKUS partnership.

(8) An assessment of adversary unmanned
systems capabilities and counter-unmanned
systems threats, and recommendations for
measures to ensure survivability and mission
effectiveness of United States and allied un-
manned systems.
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(9) A resource and procurement plan iden-
tifying near-term, mid-term, and long-term
investments in unmanned and autonomous
programs required to execute such strategy,
including an identification of programs of
record, rapid acquisition pathways,
scalability and manufacturability, supply-
chain vulnerabilities, and commercial off-
the-shelf options.

(10) A plan for addressing supply chain de-
pendencies and vulnerabilities for UAS, USV,
and UUV systems, consistent with the re-
quirements of the American Security Drone
Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-31; 137 Stat. 691;
41 U.S.C. note prec. 3901), as applicable, to
ensure that United States military un-
manned systems are not dependent on com-
ponents manufactured by entities subject to
the influence or control of a covered foreign
entity.

(11) Metrics and milestones for measuring
the implementation and effectiveness of the
strategy.

(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees (as defined in section 101 of title 10,
United States Code) the strategy developed
under subsection (a).

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the strategy required by
subsection (a) is submitted, and annually
thereafter through 2030, the Secretary of De-
fense shall provide the congressional defense
committees with a briefing on—

(1) the status of implementation of the
strategy;

(2) any changes in adversary unmanned
systems capabilities or operational behavior
that affect the strategy;

(3) progress on allied and partner co-devel-
opment and interoperability initiatives;

(4) procurements, deployments, and exer-
cises conducted in furtherance of the strat-
egy; and

(5) any recommended updates or modifica-
tions to the strategy.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
‘‘covered foreign entity’” has the meaning
given that term in section 1822 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C. 4661
note).

(2) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM; UAS.—The
terms ‘“‘unmanned aircraft system’ and
“UAS” mean an unmanned aircraft and asso-
ciated elements, including communication
links and the components that control the
unmanned aircraft, in accordance with sec-
tion 44801 of title 49, United States Code.

(3) UNMANNED UNDERSEA VEHICLE; UUV.—
The terms ‘‘unmanned undersea vehicle” and
“UUV” means an unmanned, self-propelled
vehicle that operates below the surface of
the water, including remotely operated vehi-
cles and autonomous undersea vehicles.

(4) UNMANNED SURFACE VEHICLE; USV.—The
terms ‘‘unmanned surface vehicle” and
“USV” means an unmanned, self-propelled
vehicle that operates at the surface of the
water, including remotely operated vehicles
and autonomous surface

SA 5902. Mr. McCORMICK (for him-
self and Ms. ROSEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of title XII, add the following:
Subtitle F—Iran Human Rights, Internet
Freedom, and Accountability Act of 2026

SEC. 1281. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“‘Iran
Human Rights, Internet Freedom, and Ac-
countability Act of 2026°.

SEC. 1282. FINDINGS; STATEMENT OF POLICY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) For nearly five decades, the people of
Iran have endured brutal repression under
the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, a regime that denies basic human
rights, silences dissidents, and responds to
peaceful protest with violence.

(2) The people of Iran have repeatedly
and courageously taken to the streets to de-
mand economic opportunity, human rights,
dignity, and freedom.

(3) During the 2026 protests, the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran re-
sponded with brutality by reportedly killing
tens of thousands of people and wounding
thousands more, arresting tens of thousands,
and restricting internet access and telephone
lines.

(4) The people of Iran are protesting the
Iranian regime’s economic mismanagement,
corruption, internal suppression, and unjust
executions.

(5) Free expression, open information,
and uncensored communication are funda-
mental human rights and critical to the sur-
vival of the Iranian protestors.

(6) Thanks in part to United States-fund-
ed efforts to support human rights and open
internet access, the Iranian people are con-
sistently found to be one of the most pro-
American populations in the Middle East.

(7) The inspiring 2022 Women, Life, Free-
dom protests demanded an end to the Islamic
Republic and its violence, particularly
against Iranian women and ethnic minori-
ties.

(8) The barbaric so-called ‘‘morality po-
lice”” and other arms of state suppression
have a lengthy history of repressing the Ira-
nian people’s fundamental freedoms.

(9) The Iranian regime has engaged in
systematic efforts to intimidate, harass, de-
tain, and harm political dissidents, activists,
and journalists both within Iran and beyond
its borders.

(10) The people of Iran deserve the right
to dignity, democracy, and self-determina-
tion and to be free from the brutality of the
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLicY.—It shall be
the policy of the United States—

(1) to recognize the Iranian people’s right
to self-determination;

(2) to facilitate the immediate expansion
of open, uncensored internet access and ci-
vilian lines of communication for the people
of Iran to communicate domestically and
with the outside world;

(3) to support the internationally recog-
nized human rights of Iranians and programs
to assist Iranian civil society, including in
their credible documentation, reporting, and
accountability efforts of abuses in Iran;

(4) to fully enforce sanctions against re-
gime violators of internationally recognized
human rights and their family members; and

(5) to work in coordination with its allies
and partners to deter the regime’s violence
against the Iranian people.

SEC. 1283. IMPROVED COORDINATION OF EF-
FORTS TO PROMOTE INTERNET
FREEDOM IN IRAN.

(a) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE.—
The Secretary of State is authorized to be
the Federal official with the primary respon-
sibility for—

(1) promoting widespread internet free-
dom in Iran and expanding open access to



June 22, 2026

independent and impartial information for
Iranian citizens;

(2) coordinating all efforts carried out by
Federal departments and agencies that re-
late the objectives outlined in paragraph (1);
and

(3) serving as the principal official re-
sponsible for updating and carrying out the
strategy required under section 5124(a) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2025 (22 U.S.C. 8754a).

(b) UPDATES TO COMPREHENSIVE STRAT-
EGY TO PROMOTE INTERNET FREEDOM AND AC-
CESS TO INFORMATION IN IRAN.—

(1) UPDATES.—Section 5124 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2025 (22 U.S.C. 8754a) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by striking sub-
paragraphs (A) through (G) and inserting the
following new subparagraphs:

‘“(A) An evaluation of the use of virtual
private networks, centralized networks,
peer-to-peer technologies, and other emerg-
ing circumvention tools by civil society and
internationally recognized human rights ac-
tivists in Iran and strategies for increasing
open access to such networks and tech-
nologies, prioritizing tools with dem-
onstrated effectiveness, scalability, and ac-
ceptable user security risks in the Iran con-
text.

‘“(B) An assessment of United States
Government efforts to cultivate and expand
viable alternatives to virtual private net-
works, peer to peer technology, and other
emerging circumvention tools.

‘(C) A breakdown of any limitations or
restrictions facing the development or de-
ployment of United States Government spon-
sored virtual private networks, peer to peer
technology, or other emerging circumven-
tion tools to support internet freedom in
Iran.

‘(D) An assessment of the ability of the
Government of Iran to cut off all access to
the global internet in Iran, including the pri-
mary tools and technology through which
they may be able to do so.”’;

(B) by redesignating subsection (b) as
subsection (¢); and

(C) by inserting after subsection (a) the
following new subsection:

‘“(b) UPDATES.—The Secretary of State
and the heads of other Federal departments
and agencies as appropriate, shall review the
strategy under subsection (a) on an ongoing
basis and update the strategy as appropriate,
taking into account the results of such re-
view.”.

(2) SUBMISSION OF FIRST UPDATES.—

(A) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall—

(i) review and update the strategy pursu-
ant to section 5124(a) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (22
U.S.C. 8754a), as amended by paragraph (1);
and

(ii) submit such updated strategy to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives.

(B) FOrRM.—The strategy under subpara-
graph (A) shall be submitted in an unclassi-
fied form, but may include a classified
annex.

(3) ADDITIONAL UPDATE.—Section 414 of
the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8754) is amend-
ed—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (11) and
(12) as paragraphs (12) and (13), respectively;
and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (10) the
following new paragraph:

‘/(11) work with the relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies to ensure enforce-
ment of sanctions does not impede compa-
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nies providing to Iranian civilians the tech-

nology and other tools necessary to access

the open internet;”’.

SEC. 1284. INTERNET FREEDOM AND CENSOR-
SHIP CIRCUMVENTION.

(a) INTERNET FREEDOM REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
the Secretary of State, in consultation with
relevant Federal departments and agencies,
shall prepare and submit to the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report that updates and
supplements the report required under sec-
tion 5124 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law
118-159).

(2) ADDITIONAL MATTERS TO BE IN-
CLUDED.—Updates to the strategy required in
section 5124 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (22 U.S.C.
8754a) shall also include the following:

(A) An assessment of the feasibility of
using direct-to-cell wireless communications
technologies to expand internet access for
the people of Iran, including technical, regu-
latory, and security considerations.

(B) An analysis of how drone-based plat-
forms, signal-jamming technologies, and re-
lated countermeasures could impact the fea-
sibility, security, economics, and resilience
of such direct-to-cell wireless communica-
tions.

(C) A survey of terrestrial and non-ter-
restrial telecommunications service pro-
viders currently active in Iran, including—

(i) whether such providers are state-
owned or state-controlled;

(ii) the extent of foreign participation or
investment in such providers;

(iii) the implications of such ownership
and control for communications freedom and
censorship; and

(iv) any other relevant information to as-
sess the opportunities and risks associated
with terrestrial and non-terrestrial commu-
nications technologies in Iran.

(3) FORM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

(b) EXTENSION AND INCREASE OF AUTHOR-
IZATION FOR IRAN INTERNET FREEDOM GRANT
PROGRAM.—Section 5124(c)(5)(A) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2025 (22 U.S.C. 8754a(c)(5)(A)), as redes-
ignated by section 1283(b)(1)(B), is amended
by striking ‘‘each of fiscal years 2025 and
2026’ and inserting ‘‘each fiscal year through
fiscal year 2030"°.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNET ACCESS
TECHNOLOGIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Department of
State, in coordination with other relevant
Federal departments and agencies, is author-
ized to utilize existing interagency coordina-
tion mechanisms to the maximum extent
practicable, to support the development of
low-cost, easily scalable, and vrapidly
deployable technologies to counter internet
shutdowns or limitations on network access
in Iran to enable populations to overcome
such restrictions.

(2) OBJECTIVES.—In carrying out the re-
sponsibilities under subsection (a), the De-
partment should prioritize the following ob-
jectives:

(A) Identifying and supporting the devel-
opment of technologies capable of over-
coming internet blackouts and network dis-
ruptions imposed by the Government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran and facilitating
open, uncensored internet and network ac-
cess, which could include, among other
things—

(i) mesh networking solutions; and

(ii) portable and deployable communica-
tion systems.
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(B) Expanding access to and the effec-
tiveness virtual private networks (commonly
known as “VPNs” ), including by—

(i) collaborating with industry, aca-
demia, and relevant stakeholders to accel-
erate the research, development, and deploy-
ment of such technologies;

(ii) conducting pilot programs and field
experiments to test the effectiveness and
scalability of developed solutions in real-
world settings; and

(iii) providing technical assistance and
resources to partner organizations, govern-
ments, and nongovernmental entities en-
gaged in efforts to expand uncensored inter-
net access.

(C) Identifying and evaluating off-the-
shelf technologies that could be rapidly pro-
cured and deployed to address internet ac-
cess challenges in targeted regions.

(D) Ensuring that any technology sup-
ported under this subsection is assessed for
user safety, detectability by hostile govern-
ments, cybersecurity wvulnerabilities, data
protection, supply-chain risks, sanctions and
export-control compliance, and risk of diver-
sion to the Government of Iran, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, or sanctioned
persons or entities.

(3) COLLABORATION.—The Department
should collaborate with relevant Federal
agencies to leverage expertise in acquisition
processes and practices related to carrying
out the objectives under paragraph (2) with
the aim of—

(A) integrating best practices in acquisi-
tion into the research, development, and de-
ployment processes of technologies to facili-
tate open, uncensored internet access;

(B) providing training and educational
opportunities on acquisition principles, regu-
lations, and procedures, with a focus on tech-
nology development for countering censor-
ship and related restrictions;

(C) fostering dialogue and exchange of
knowledge between acquisition professionals
and innovation specialists to enhance the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of acquisition re-
lated to internet access technologies;

(D) collaborating on the development of
acquisition strategies that prioritize the
rapid acquisition and deployment of tech-
nologies aimed at countering censorship and
restrictions on internet access; and

(E) ensuring that strategies aimed at the
rapid acquisition and deployment of such
technologies account for the specific chal-
lenges presented by the country context, in-
cluding logistical barriers to large-scale
technology distribution and security risks to
civilians using the technologies.

(4) REPORTING.—The Secretary of State
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an annual report detail-
ing the progress, challenges, and outcomes of
the efforts undertaken pursuant to this sec-
tion.

(5) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives.

SEC. 1285. STRATEGY ON HUMAN RIGHTS ASSIST-
ANCE.

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a
strategy to expand and enhance TUnited
States programs to support the protection
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and promotion of internationally recognized
human rights in Iran.

(2) ELEMENTS OF THE STRATEGY.—The
strategy required under subsection (a) shall
include—

(A) United States Government efforts to
support internationally recognized human
rights and democratic civil society, includ-
ing efforts to assist in the credible docu-
mentation of abuses of internationally rec-
ognized human rights;

(B) specific plans and initiatives to en-
sure the Iranian people have reliable access
to accurate, uncensored, and unbiased news
coverage, including through digital cir-
cumvention tools, shortwave radio, and
emerging technologies;

(C) programs to support independent Ira-
nian journalists, media outlets, and citizen
journalists, including grants for equipment,
training, secure communication platforms,
and capacity-building for Persian and other
local language media;

(D) programs to support and train Ira-
nian civil society;

(E) coordination mechanisms with inter-
national partners, the private sector, and di-
aspora communities to amplify credible
independent media;

(F) annual performance metrics and
benchmarks for audience reach, content im-
pact, and program outcomes; and

(G) a multi-year budget and resource re-
quirements plan to implement the strategy.

(3) ForM.—The strategy required in sub-
section (a) shall be transmitted in an unclas-
sified form and may contain a classified
annex.

(b) GAO REPORT ON NEAR EAST REGIONAL
DEMOCRACY (NERD) EXPENDITURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report examining Fed-
eral expenditures under the Near East Re-
gional Democracy (NERD) account over fis-
cal years 2024 and 2025.

(2) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report shall
include—

(A) a detailed accounting of all NERD
funds obligated and expended for Iran-re-
lated programs, including broadcasting,
media support, civil society assistance, and
human rights initiatives;

(B) an assessment of the processes used
for grant allocation, contractor oversight,
vetting of recipients, and measuring program
outcomes;

(C) an evaluation of the effectiveness of
such programs in advancing United States
policy objectives, including expanding infor-
mation access and supporting independent
media within Iran; and

(D) recommendations for
transparency, accountability,
measurement.

(3) PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE INFORMA-
TION.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall ensure that the report
required under this subsection does not pub-
licly disclose personally identifiable infor-
mation, implementing-partner identities,
sub-grantee identities, operational details,
cybersecurity methods, secure communica-
tions channels, or other information that the
Secretary of State determines could endan-
ger individuals, compromise ongoing pro-
grams, or undermine the national security
interests of the United States. Such informa-
tion may be provided in a classified annex or
otherwise protected consistent with applica-
ble law.

(c) FOrRM.—The strategy and the GAO re-
port required under this section shall each be
submitted in unclassified form, but may in-
clude a classified annex.
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and impact
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(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence, and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 1286. CYBERSECURITY CAPACITY FOR CIVIL
SOCIETY IN IRAN.

(a) TRAINING AND ToOLS.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of State should es-
tablish programs—

(1) to deliver remote or in-person cyber-
security training to journalists, defenders of
internationally recognized human rights,
and civil-society actors in Iran;

(2) to furnish vetted open-source or com-
mercially available digital-safety tools, in-
cluding prioritizing VPN services and other
software-based solutions that minimize
physical detection risks, including end-to-
end encrypted messaging applications; and

(3) to provide multilingual educational
materials that warn Iranian users about re-
gime-controlled applications and phishing
campaigns.

(b) REPORTING AND EVALUATION.—

(1) METRICS.—The Secretary of State
shall track and make available to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives, in classified form
or otherwise protected form as appropriate,
aggregate metrics on the number of trainees,
incident-response cases, and unique users of
supported digital safety tools. Such metrics
shall be aggregated and reported biannually
in a manner that protects user safety, oper-
ational security, implementing partners and
the integrity of supported tools and plat-
forms.

(2) INDEPENDENT EVALUATION.—Not later
than 3 years after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees an evalua-
tion of the effectiveness of the program car-
ried out under this section.

(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion may be construed to supersede or limit
existing authority under section 404 of the
Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8754) or any
other provision of law related to internet
freedom programming in Iran.

(d) COORDINATION WITH EXISTING PRO-
GRAMS.—In carrying out this section, the
Secretary of State shall coordinate with and
build upon existing Iran internet freedom
programs, including those established under
section 5124 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (22 U.S.C.
8754a), to avoid duplication and maximize ef-
fectiveness.

SEC. 1287. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this subtitle may be con-
strued as authorizing the use of military
force.

SEC. 1288. SANCTIONS AND EXPORT CONTROL
SAVINGS CLAUSE.

Nothing in this subtitle may be con-
strued to authorize any transaction prohib-
ited by the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, the Iranian Transactions
and Sanctions Regulations, the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018, the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations, or any other applicable
sanctions or export-control authority, except
pursuant to a general or specific license, reg-
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ulatory authorization or other authorization
issued by the relevant agency.
SEC. 1289. DERIVATION OF FUNDS.

Amounts made available to carry out
this subtitle shall be derived from amounts
authorized to be appropriated or otherwise
made available to the Department of State.

———

SOCIAL MEDIA HARMS VICTIM
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 761.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior legislative clerk read as
follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 761) designating June
23, 2026, as ‘‘Social Media Harms Victim Re-
membrance Day’’.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 9, 2026,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ANTISEMITIC AT-
TACK ON PARTICIPANTS IN THE
RUN FOR THEIR LIVES WALK IN
BOULDER, COLORADO, ON JUNE
1, 2025

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 768.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior legislative clerk read as
follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 768) commemorating
the anniversary of the antisemitic attack on
participants in the Run for Their Lives walk
in Boulder, Colorado, on June 1, 2025.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 11, 2026,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

761) was

768) was
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EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 11, 2026,
AS “ANTI-ILLICIT TRADE
AWARENESS DAY”

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
783, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 783) expressing sup-
port for the designation of June 11, 2026, as
“Anti-Illicit Trade Awareness Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

783) was

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JUNE 23,
2026

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, June 23; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each; further, that the
Senate recess from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m. to-
morrow for the weekly conference
meetings; finally, that at 2:15 p.m., the
Senate execute the order with respect
to the Owens nomination, and fol-
lowing disposition of the Owens nomi-
nation, the Senate resume legislative
session and execute the order with re-
spect to H. Con. Res. 86.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order following the
remarks of Senator SANDERS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.

———
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I want
to say a few words about what I con-
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sider to be one of the most important
issues not only facing our country but
facing the world, and that is the advent
of artificial intelligence, which most
experts agree will almost certainly be
the most transformational technology
in the history of humanity. It will pro-
foundly impact the lives of every man,
woman, and child in our country.

Before I go further, I find it rather
odd that, whereas everybody agrees
that artificial intelligence is going to
have a huge impact on our society, as
of today, there has not been one sig-
nificant piece of legislation passed in
Congress to address the impacts of Al

Why is that? Why is it that when all
of the experts say Al is going to impact
the economy, it is going to impact pri-
vacy, it is an existential threat to hu-
manity, not one piece of legislation.

And the answer is, we have a corrupt
campaign finance system, and the AI
industry, like a number of other indus-
tries, is prepared to spend hundreds
and hundreds of millions of dollars
against any Member of Congress that
says: Do you know what? Maybe we
should protect our Kkids. Maybe we
should protect our workers of Al

So, as of today, despite all over the
country people expressing very real
and deep concerns about AI, not one
significant piece of legislation has been
passed.

Leading experts in the AI industry
tell us that AI will radically change
our economy and, quite possibly, result
in the disappearance of tens of millions
of jobs over the next decade.

Psychologists tell us that the mental
health challenges facing our young
people are unprecedented and are re-
sulting in increased isolation as kids
experience AI. If left unchecked, our
children’s ‘‘best friends” may not be
other kids but AI bots.

Civil libertarians worry that AI will
be able to analyze every email that we
send, every text, every phone call,
every website visit, every purchase
that we make, every visit to a doctor’s
office or a hospital; and that, as a re-
sult of all of that, absorbing all of that
information, our privacy rights may
very well become eviscerated.

Political scientists worry that AI
could threaten the integrity of our
elections and political institutions,
where, as a result of so-called
deepfakes, voters will find it increas-
ingly difficult to tell the difference be-
tween truth and fiction.

We are already seeing it. We are al-
ready seeing words being put into indi-
viduals’ mouths that they never said,
and it is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to tell truth from fiction.

Military experts worry that AI will
transform the nature of warfare, mak-
ing it easier for government leaders to
go to war, kill whole lots of people,
with less political consequence because
they are replacing human soldiers and
military personnel with robots and
drones.

Further, Nobel Prize winners like Dr.
Geoffrey Hinton, who is considered to
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be one of the godfathers of the creation
of AI, as well as many other experts,
worry that, as AI becomes smarter
than humans, it could eventually func-
tion independently of human control,
with potentially catastrophic con-
sequences.

As everybody knows, the AI industry
is dominated by a handful of huge cor-
porations owned by some of the very
wealthiest people on Earth. As we
speak, multibillionaires—including
Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos, Mark
Zuckerberg, Larry Ellison, Sergey
Brin, and others—have poured hun-
dreds of billions of dollars into the de-
velopment and implementation of AI.
Further, through their super PACS, as
I mentioned a moment ago, they are
spending huge amounts of money to de-
feat candidates who dare to suggest
that AI should be seriously regulated.

Make no mistake about it. The ques-
tion is not whether AI will change the
world. It will. The question is, Who will
own and control and determine the fu-
ture? Who will benefit from AI, and
who will be hurt by AI? Will AI be used
to improve the quality of life for work-
ing families? Will it help us eliminate
poverty and extend our life expect-
ancy? Will it give us more time to
spend with friends and family? Or will
the future of humanity be determined
by a handful of the wealthiest people
on Earth, who are only concerned
about more wealth and more power for
themselves? That is the question before
us.

Let us be clear. AI was not created
out of thin air. It was not a brilliant
idea that just popped into Mark
Zuckerberg’s head or Elon Musk’s
imagination. The foundation of AI is
our collective intelligence.

Let me repeat that: The foundation
of AI is based on our collective human
intelligence—our books, songs, art-
work, journalism, computer code, sci-
entific research, videos, conversations,
images, and ideas spanning genera-
tions. It is our tweets, our Facebook
posts, our TikTok videos, our Reddit
comments. It is everything that human
beings produce and that is absorbed
into the digital world.

And that is not just the opinion of
BERNIE SANDERS. According to Sam
Altman, the head of OpenAI, AT models
were trained on our ‘‘collective experi-

ence, knowledge,” and ‘‘learnings of
humanity.”
The reality is that Big Tech

oligarchs have fed all of this knowl-
edge, based on tens of millions of hours
of labor, into their AI models without
permission—without permission—with-
out acknowledgment, and without
compensation. In other words, the cre-
ative work of many millions of peo-
ple—writers, artists, musicians, jour-
nalists, teachers, scientists, and ordi-
nary citizens—has been stolen by the
wealthiest people on Earth.

The time has come for us to take
back what was stolen from us. As a so-
ciety, we can no longer sit back and
allow a handful of Big Tech oligarchs
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to determine the future of this revolu-
tionary technology with no democratic
input—with no input from the people of
our country.

Since the foundation of AI is built on
the collective knowledge of humanity,
the American people must be able to
control the future of this technology,
not just the wealthiest people on
Earth. Further, the wealth that is gen-
erated by AI must be used to benefit
ordinary Americans, not just Mr. Musk
or Mr. Bezos, Mr. Zuckerberg, Mr. Elli-
son, and the other Big Tech billion-
aires; not just the venture capitalists
in Silicon Valley or the vulture funds
on Wall Street, who see AI as the next
great wealth-extracting machine.

And that is why I have introduced
two very important pieces of legisla-
tion dealing with Al

The first bill I introduced with Rep-
resentative ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ
and would impose a moratorium on the
construction of new AI data centers.

This moratorium would remain in ef-
fect until: One, strong national safe-
guards are in place to ensure that AI is
safe and effective. That means the gov-
ernment reviews and approves Al prod-
ucts before they are released.

Two, the economic gains of AI and
robotics must benefit workers, not just
the wealthy owners of Big Tech.

And, three, AI data centers must not
increase electricity costs or utility
prices, harm communities, or destroy
the environment.

When Congresswoman OCASIO-CORTEZ
and I first introduced that legislation,
3 months ago, the response from many
in the establishment was: This is rad-
ical. This is crazy. What are you doing?

Well, guess what. According to a re-
cent poll from Data for Progress, 63
percent of the American people now
support a national moratorium on the
construction of new AI data centers for
at least 1 year, including 67 percent of
Democrats, 66 percent of Independents,
and 58 percent of Republicans.

If you want bipartisanship, take a
look at the support we are getting for
a moratorium on the construction of
new data centers.

And according to Gallup, 71 percent
of the American people oppose the con-
struction of new AI data centers in
their local communities.

To date, as it happens, more than 50
cities, towns, and local communities
have enacted a moratorium on new
data centers. The legislatures in two
States, Maine and New York, have also
passed moratoriums. And at least 75
data center projects, worth $130 billion,
were successfully blocked or delayed
across the country during the first
quarter of this year alone.

In other words, a moratorium on the
construction of new AI data centers is
not such a radical idea. It is, in fact,
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what is supported by the overwhelming
majority of the American people.

A moratorium will give us time—
time to understand the risks, time to
protect working families, time to de-
fend our democracy, and time to ensure
that this technology works for every-
body, not just the billionaire owners.

One important step we can take to
make AI work for all of us is through
the creation of a sovereign wealth
fund, and that is why, just last week, I
introduced the American AI Sovereign
Wealth Fund Act.

This legislation would give the public
a direct ownership stake in the largest
Al companies in America. It would
allow the American people, through
their government, to own 50 percent of
the stock of the major AI companies in
our country.

And, if passed, this legislation would
do three very important things. First,
it would give the American people a di-
rect role in determining the future of
this technology. No longer would the
future of AI and the transformation of
human life that it will bring be dic-
tated by fewer than a dozen Big Tech
oligarchs.

Under this bill, an independent com-
mission would have the power, through
its voting shares—and that is 50 per-
cent of the voting shares on every
major AT company. So the public would
have the ability to block decisions that
hurt ordinary people and to push for
policies that help them.

This independent commission would
consist of seven members nominated by
the Congress, selected by the Presi-
dent, and confirmed by the Senate.

Second, it would require large com-
panies that operate both AI and non-AI
businesses to break up those busi-
nesses, ensuring the public receives an
ownership stake in the AI business.

Third, this bill would guarantee that
the economic benefits generated by Al
are used to improve the lives of all of
us, not simply to make the very richest
people in the world even richer.

The sovereign wealth fund that
would be created under this legislation
would be worth an estimated $7 tril-
lion. What would we do with it? What
would we do with the $7 trillion?

Well, we would require this fund to
pay an annual dividend of 5 percent di-
rectly to the American people. Eventu-
ally, if these AI companies continue to
grow as rapidly as some analysts ex-
pect, the wealth that this bill gen-
erates could be used to not only pro-
vide direct payment to every man,
woman, and child in the country, but it
could be used to ensure that every per-
son has a decent and dignified standard
of 1living, including the right to
healthcare, education, housing, and a
healthy and habitable environment.

And let me be very clear, if the value
of these companies goes down, as some

June 22, 2026

have suggested, the companies would
bear the losses, not the Federal Gov-
ernment. Under no circumstances
would these companies receive a bail-
out from U.S. taxpayers.

The idea of a sovereign wealth fund is
not an original idea. In fact, over 100
sovereign wealth funds exist all over
the world.

Norway’s sovereign wealth fund, the
largest in the world, was funded from
the country’s abundance in oil and is
now worth more than $2 trillion. In-
stead of a few oil executives pocketing
all the benefits of this national re-
source, Norway made the decision that
the wealth created from it should be
used to improve life for all of its peo-
ple.

This concept also exists right here in
the United States. Fifty years ago,
Alaska—the State of Alaska—created a
sovereign wealth fund from the State’s
oil revenues, and for decades it has
paid dividends directly to Alaskans. In
2022, that check was over $3,000 per per-
son, and it has gone up and down since.

The principle behind this legislation
is simple: When a public resource gen-
erates wealth, the public should share
in that wealth. In this case, artificial
intelligence is being built on a public
resource far more valuable than oil:
the accumulated knowledge, cre-
ativity, and labor of humanity
throughout human history.

The bottom line: The future of AI
and the fate of humanity must not be
decided behind closed doors by a hand-
ful of Big Tech CEOs who are the
wealthiest people on Earth. It must not
be dictated by billionaires seeking to
maximize their power and profit.

It must be decided by workers, par-
ents, teachers, artists, scientists, com-
munities, and the American people. It
is our future. We must decide it.

Now, I understand that the opposi-
tion to this concept is going to be very,
very strong from the AI industry, but I
think the time is long overdue for
Members of the Senate, Members of the
Congress to begin standing with the
American people and not just with the
billionaires and their super PACs.

This is an enormously consequential
issue. Let’s stand with the American
people. Let’s do it.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7 p.m., ad-
journed until Tuesday, June 23, 2026, at
10 a.m.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MR. BENJAMIN A. HOLDEN

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart, and on behalf of a grieving
community, to honor a man whose life en-
riched my district, my state, and indeed this
entire Nation—Mr. Benjamin A. Holden—who
departed this life on June 10, 2026. at the age
of sixtythree. On Saturday, June 20th. his be-
loved famijy, his Columbus community, and
friends from across this country gathered at
the Fourth Street Missionary Baptist Church in
Columbus, Georgia, to celebrate his remark-
able life and lay him to rest.

Mr. Speaker, Ben Holden believed, with his
whole heart, in the power of two things—sto-
ries, and people. And across sixty-three years,
he gave his life to both.

His own story began far from Georgia, in St.
Louis, Missouri, where he was born on June
3, 1963, to Lorine and Percy Holden. He
found his calling early. At just seventeen years
old, he was already a cub reporter in the
sports department of the St. Louis Post Dis-
patch, covering high school athletics—and his
gift was so evident that it earned him a schol-
arship from the Pulitzer family to attend the
University of Missouri. It was there, in 1983,
that he became a proud member of Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity, joining the ranks of the Di-
vine Nine that so many of us hold dear. He
went on to the University of California at
Berkeley, earning both his law degree and his
M.B.A., and meeting the love of his life,
Melanie.

And then Ben Holden became one of the
finest journalists of his generation. As a Los
Angeles-based reporter for The Wall Street
Journal, he chronicled the most consequential
stories of his time—the painful aftermath of
the Rodney King trial, the O.J. Simpson case
that gripped the entire nation, and more. His
front-page Journal piece dissecting the stag-
gering economics of the Simpson spectacle—
which he wittily titted “O.J. G.D.P.”"—earned
him a national journalism award. He was a
truth-teller, Mr. Speaker, and he told the truth
with style.

But Ben understood that journalism is more
than a profession—it is a pillar of freedom
itself. A licensed attorney in both California
and Georgia, he gave himself to the cause of
a free press and an accountable judiciary. As
director of the Donald W. Reynolds National
Center for the Courts and Media, he carried
the First Amendment far beyond our borders.
On behalf of our own State Department and
the Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe, he traveled to Kosovo—a young
nation still struggling to trust its own institu-
tions—and there he trained its judges, its
prosecutors, and its journalists in the prin-
ciples of liberty, because he believed a free
press and an honest court were essential to

that fragile republic’s democratic future. And
right here at home, from 2004 to 2010, he led
the newsroom of our own Columbus Ledger-
Enquirer through one of the most turbulent
eras journalism has ever known.

He gave the next generation his wisdom,
too, on the faculties of the University of lllinois
and Northwestern University’s storied Medill
School of Journalism, where he taught young
people that the press is the only profession
the Constitution itself protects by name. And
he fought for his students as if they were his
own children.

But Mr. Speaker, of all the chapters in Ben
Holden’s remarkable story, the one he loved
the most was written right here in Columbus,
Georgia. Nelson Mandela taught the world that
“education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world”—and Ben
Holden took up that weapon on behalf of chil-
dren too often overlooked. In 2009, he found-
ed a nonprofit he called Columbus Scholars.
He carried a simple and stubborn conviction—
that the only thing standing between a bright
child who makes it and a bright child who
does not is somebody willing to support them.
And he did not merely say it. He spent more
than forty years of his life proving it
Partnering with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the
Chattahoochee Valley, Columbus Scholars
pairs economically disadvantaged young peo-
ple with mentors and with scholarships—and
in just seventeen years, it has raised more
than one million dollars and lifted more than
one hundred students toward a future they
could not have reached on their own.

Think of that, Mr. Speaker. A man who had
reported on the most powerful people in Amer-
ica, a man who had trained judges across an
ocean, found his deepest joy in a Columbus
child with ability and empty pockets—and in
becoming the very support that child needed.
He helped those young people write brand-
new stories for their lives.

And there is one last story | must share.
The celebrated poet and author Maya Angelou
once wrote that “there is no greater agony
than bearing an untold story inside you.” Mr.
Speaker, Benjamin Holden refused to carry his
story to the grave. In his final days, he com-
pleted the draft of a novel he called Spirit of
St. Louis—the tale of two first generation
Black men coming of age in America, navi-
gating race and class and the long odds of
making it as an outsider. In so many ways, it
was his own story. He did not live to see it
published. But his family has vowed to finish
what he began and bring his words into the
world—and so this storyteller, who gave his
life to telling the stories of others, will at last
have his own story told.

For that is who Ben Holden was. A devoted
husband to Melanie, his wife of thirty-one
years. A loving father to his daughter, Joy. A
brother, an uncle, and the very heart of a fam-
ily that gathered for reunions they lovingly
called “Fling Dings.” He was a man who
never missed a birthday, a wedding, or a
ballgame—a faithful Atlanta Hawks
seasonticket holder who lived and died by his

Missouri Tigers and his Northwestern Wild-
cats.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join my wife Vivian and me, along with the
more than 765,000 people of Georgia’s Sec-
ond Congressional District in honoring the life
and legacy of Benjamin A. Holden. We give
thanks for a life lived with conviction, with gen-
erosity, and with an unshakable faith in the
power of stories and of people to make this
world better. On behalf of Georgia’s Second
Congressional District, | extend my deepest
sympathy to his wife, Melanie; to his daughter,
Joy; to his entire family; and to the countless
students and colleagues whose lives he for-
ever changed. Their loss is immeasurable. But
the truth he defended, the students he lifted,
and the love he gave will go on speaking long
after his pen has been laid down.

Well done to Ben, and | wish him eternal
rest. We will help tell the rest of his story.

HONORING BOB QUICK

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Bob Quick, President and CEO of Com-
merce Lexington. After 25 years with Com-
merce Lexington and more than 37 years in
the chamber of commerce/economic develop-
ment profession, Bob is entering retirement.

Bob is quite well respected in Lexington’s
business community, the entire city of Lex-
ington, and all across the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. His diplomatic approach helps bring
people together to find solutions to issues fac-
ing the business community. Under his tenure,
Commerce Lexington has experienced tre-
mendous growth and improvement, including
economic development tools, public policy pro-
gramming and advocacy, talent attraction,
strategic partnerships, marketing, and commu-
nity and minority business developnlent. Bob’s
leadership resulted in several successful initia-
tives, including Greater Lexington’s Wash-
ington, D.C. Fly-In, the Commerce Lexington
Foundation, the nine-county Regional Com-
petitiveness and the Access Loan Program.

Commerce Lexington was named National
Chamber of the Year by the Association of
Chamber of Commerce Executives in 2016.
This tremendous accomplishment was due to
the leadership skills of Bob Quick and his ex-
cellent team at Commerce Lexington. Numer-
ous other awards over the years have also
recognized the accomplishments of Com-
merce Lexington and its effectiveness in
championing businesses. Bob leaves a tre-
mendous legacy.

Bob Quick is not only an excellent leader;
he is a well-respected man of character and
humility. He inspires others every day as he
leads with a servant’s heart. | wish him well in
his well-deserved retirement and | am honored
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to recognize him before the U. S. House of
Representatives.

————

RECOGNIZING THE
UNFORGETTABLE BIG BAND

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to rec-
ognize the Unforgettable Big Band’s “Freedom
is Not Free” celebration of our Nation’s 250th
Birthday.

The Unforgettable Big Band originally
formed in 2000, in the York, Pennsylvania
area, for the simple joy of playing music for
the local community; however, its reputation
quickly grew. Within a couple of years, the
Lake Meade Homeowners Association invited
the Band to perform at the annual charity
fundraiser dance, marking the Band’'s first
public appearance. Their overwhelming suc-
cess turned the performance into a bi-annual
tradition that occurs to this day. As word about
the Band continued to spread, they began per-
forming more frequently across the York area.
Proceeds from performances for local charities
and churches enabled the Band to invest in a
sound system and stage lighting, further ele-
vating their shows and performances. Many of
the Band’'s early performances focused on
World War Il Veterans’ reunion events—an im-
portant tradition the Band upholds as long as
surviving Veterans are able to attend. In 2019,
the Central Pennsylvania Music Hall of Fame
was formed to recognize and support bands
and music in Central Pennsylvania. In January
2020, the Unforgettable Big Band won “Best
Ensemble,” and followed that win with a
“Cover-To-Cover” award in 2021, for the song
“Fighter,” which was written to benefit the
Four Diamonds Foundation’s support of fami-
lies of children with cancer at Penn State Mil-
ton S. Hershey Children’s Hospital.

On July 3, the Unforgettable Big Band will
host “Freedom is Not Free,” a World War II-
themed USO-Canteen Swing Dance at York’s
Valencia Ballroom, to honor our Veterans—
past and present—and our community’s First
Responders, and the unique role that York
County has played in the history of our Nation,
All profits from this event will benefit charitable
local causes supporting Veterans and First
Responders.

Mr. Speaker, I'm honored and privileged to
recognize the Unforgettable Big Band and
their “Freedom is Not Free” celebration of
America’s 250th Birthday. From the early days
of the Continental Congress, to the York Plan
that helped achieve the Allied victory, to end
World War 1, York County has made an enor-
mous mark on American history, and on be-
half of the Citizens of the 10th Congressional
District, | commend the Unforgettable Big
Band for its service to our Nation and Vet-
erans, and am proud that this memorable and
historic celebration will occur in our local com-
munity.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE UNITED
STATES COMMISSION ON AN
OPEN SOCIETY WITH SECURITY
ACT OF 2026

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the United States Commission on an
Open Society with Security Act of 2026, which
would create a commission to investigate how
we can maintain our democratic traditions
while actively responding to the real and sub-
stantial threats posed by foreign and domestic
terrorism.

The impetus for this bill was the Oklahoma
City bombing in 1995. Its importance grew
after the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001, and the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol
on January 6, 2021. The tragic attacks en-
dured by our Nation have led to a series of
sweeping security measures that are deemed
both necessary and temporary in the moment
but create lasting security infrastructure that is
difficult to dismantle and infringes on our
open, democratic society.

We must acknowledge and accept that we
have entered an era of constant internal and
external threats, requiring ever-higher levels of
security for our people and public spaces.
What we thought would be a temporary in-
fringement on our open society has turned into
a permanent restriction on how our citizens
interact with each other and our democratic in-
stitutions. Because emergencies typically dic-
tate security decisions, essential discussions
on the proper balance between security, indi-
vidual rights and the freedoms enjoyed in an
open society have been repeatedly deferred.

This bill would ensure that these long over-
due discussions take place in a public forum
with experts from across the spectrum. To
date, security planning has been delegated al-
most exclusively to security, intelligence and
military experts. Although their input is indis-
pensable, they cannot be expected to consider
matters outside of their expertise. To strike a
better balance with our democratic traditions,
we need to invite experts from diverse fields to
the same table to work together. Therefore,
the commission would be composed not only
of security, intelligence and military experts,
but also experts from such fields as business,
architecture, technology, law, city planning,
art, engineering, philosophy, history, sociology
and psychology.

We have used commissions before to deep-
ly investigate and address unprecedented
challenges, such as the National Commission
on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States
(also known as the 9/11 Commission), the
Commission on the Intelligence Capabilities of
the United States Regarding Weapons of
Mass Destruction (also known as the Silber-
man-Robb Commission) and the National Ad-
visory Commission on Civil Disorders (also
known as the Kerner Commission).

The commission created by this bill would
seek to avert a crisis in basic freedoms before
their infringement becomes entrenched. We
cannot allow security protocols to proliferate
without informed civilian oversight and a thor-
ough analysis of alternatives that might better
safeguard freedom and commerce.

Furthermore, we have had decades to de-
velop security strategies and technologies that

June 22, 2026

do not deprive our citizens of access to institu-
tions and personal liberty. Thus far, we have
either relied on imprecise, medieval ap-
proaches like crude barriers or on intrusive
new technologies that treat privacy like a privi-
lege instead of a right. We can, and must, do
better.

As the home of the Federal government, the
District of Columbia and its residents have suf-
fered disproportionate infringement on public
spaces, personal rights and freedoms in the
name of security. Public spaces that serve as
the heart of our local communities have be-
come restricted zones characterized by a
heavy security presence, with individuals liable
to be reprimanded for walking on the wrong
side of the street or marveling too long at the
architecture. Barriers such as walls and fences
are touted as essential security features while
our citizens are left peering at their democracy
from a distance.

Security is not only about reducing lives lost
and costs. It is also about safeguarding the in-
stitutions, freedoms and values that anchor
our country, not only for ourselves but for fu-
ture generations. The social compact between
government and the people should not be the
result of a series of hostage negotiations. We
must resume reasoned and deliberative deci-
sion-making, beginning with a high-level com-
mission composed of experts from diverse dis-
ciplines charged with developing a new course
that will protect both our people and our pre-
cious democratic institutions and traditions.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

RECOGNIZING CASA FOUNDER AND
CEO MARCIA “MARTY” SINK

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Marcia “Marty” Sink, who has
spent the last 38 years as a dedicated child
advocate, during which time she has left a
profound and lasting impact on children in the
foster and court systems in New Hampshire.

Marty began her journey in child advocacy
in her thirties when she and her husband,
Russ, became foster parents. After witnessing
the realities of the court system for minors in
foster care and similar situations, Marty
reached out to CASA, Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates for children. She learned there
was no chapter of the program in New Hamp-
shire and took on the challenge of founding
the New Hampshire chapter of CASA in 1988.
For 38 years, she has remained a dedicated
advocate of children suffering from abuse and
neglect across the state of New Hampshire.

CASA in New Hampshire started with just
ten volunteers but has since grown into an or-
ganization of over 3,000 individuals. These ad-
vocates have supported over 13,000 children
since the founding of the NH chapter. In addi-
tion to serving as the President of CASA,
Marty has sat on numerous committees, in-
cluding the New Hampshire Citizens’ Commis-
sion on State Courts, the New Hampshire
Commission on Adoption, and the New Hamp-
shire Attorney General’s Task Force on Child
Abuse and Neglect. Throughout her nearly 40
years of service, she has received awards, in-
cluding the National CASA Association Kappa
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Alpha Theta Program Director of the Year in
1997, the New Hampshire Bar Association’s
Frank Rowe Kenison Award in 2001, the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire’s Granite State
Award in 2004, and the Keene State College’s
Outstanding Women of New Hampshire Award
in 2014.

Those who know Marty best admire her
leadership skills, patience, and diplomacy.
Colleagues from the courtroom describe her
as a force of nature who is gentle but per-
sistent in securing advocacy for children. Her
work with CASA has created lasting change in
New Hampshire’s courts.

Marty will retire in July, leaving New Hamp-
shire’s CASA program in the hands of her
trusted and experienced colleagues. Now 70,
she looks forward to spending time with her
husband and family. In honor of her retire-
ment, CASA is creating the Marty Sink Legacy
Fund for Advocates, a fund dedicated to sup-
porting and investing in this year's 600 advo-
cates.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s First Congressional District, | thank
Marty Sink for her commitment and dedication
to supporting the children of New Hampshire
for the past 38 years. | would also like to
thank Marty for her selfless service and for her
leadership in the state. | wish her and her
family all the best in her retirement and future
endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS MICHAEL GRIECO, SR.
FROM BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYL-
VANIA

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a man whose life reflects the very
best of America, a member of the Greatest
Generation, a United States Marine, a devoted
husband and father, and a proud centenarian
and United States Marine Corps veteran, Pri-
vate First Class Michael Grieco, Sr.

Born in Chicago, lllinois, on May 26, 1926,
and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Mi-
chael came of age during some of the most
difficult years in our Nation’s history. At just
sixteen years old, while many young men
were still deciding what they wanted from life,
Michael knew what he wanted to give. In
1943, he left school and enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps, determined to serve his
country during its hour of need.

What followed was a journey that carried
him across the Pacific, and into some of the
fiercest battles of World War Il. He would later
fight at Tinian, landing in the first wave with
the 2nd Marine Division, and he would go on
to serve in the Battle of Okinawa, where so
many Americans paid the ultimate sacrifice.

For Michael and so many of his generation,
service was never about recognition. It was
about duty. It was about standing beside those
who depended on you. It was about carrying
burdens that others would never see and ask-
ing for nothing in return.

After the war ended, Michael set out to build
a life for himself. Michael became a tailor,
dedicating more than four decades to his craft.
In 1950, he married the love of his life, Elea-
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nor. Together they built a family grounded in
love and devotion, raising two sons, Michael
Jr. and Gary, and sharing thirty-four years of
marriage before Eleanor’s passing in 1984.

Yet what makes Michael’s story so remark-
able is not only what he accomplished in war
or work, it is the way he embraced life itself.
He discovered a love for skiing in 1950 and
continued to ski in his nineties. At age fifty-
eight, he took up cycling and never looked
back. In many ways, that determination and
spirit reflected the Marine he had always
been, always moving forward, always embrac-
ing the next challenge.

Today, as Michael Grieco celebrates a cen-
tury of life, he is surrounded by the family that
stands as his greatest achievement: two sons,
four grandchildren, and five great-grand-
children. Through them, his legacy continues.

Mr. Speaker, men like Michael Grieco
helped save the world from tyranny and then
returned home to build lives defined by serv-
ice, humility, and love. Their generation asked
for little, gave much, and left our Nation
stronger than they found it. The example he
has set is now ours to honor and ours to carry
forward.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
JASON JERRODD HALEY, SR.

HON. MARILYN STRICKLAND

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Ms. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a distinguished veteran from
Washington’s 10th Congressional District, Mr.
Jason Jerrodd Haley, Sr.

Mr. Haley served with distinction in the
United States Navy for over eleven years. His
service was highlighted by an extraordinary,
continuous assignment to the USS Nimitz
(CVN 68). From March 18, 1993, to June 1,
2001, Mr. Haley remained assigned to the
Nimitz for a consecutive 8 years and 3
months.

During this extensive period, he served as
an AO2/E5 AW (Aviation Ordinance-man Sec-
ond Class/Aviation Warfare Specialist) within
the Weapons Department. Maintaining weap-
ons readiness on a nuclear aircraft carrier re-
quires immense technical expertise, precision,
and unwavering focus. Mr. Haley was a cor-
nerstone of the ship’s crew during a pivotal
era, keeping the vessel's combat systems
sharp through multiple high-tempo deploy-
ments and the grueling Refueling and Com-
plex Overhaul (RCOH) process.

A resident of Puyallup, Washington, Jason
Jerrodd Haley, Sr. represents the absolute
highest traditions of the naval service: resil-
ience, consistency, and a deep-seated “Old
Salt” dedication to a single command. Spend-
ing over 3,000 consecutive days assigned to
the Nimitz is a profound testament to the sac-
rifice, endurance, and steadfastness of our na-
tion’s sailors.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Haley’s remarkable service
record and ensuring his dedication is perma-
nently preserved.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MRS. MARY LIZZIE PICKETT
QUILLER

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart, and with deep grdtitude, to
honor the life and the lasting legacy of a be-
loved matriarch of Columbus, Georgia, Mrs.
Mary Lizzie Pickett Quiller, known and loved
by all who knew her simply as “Honey.” After
a remarkable life that spanned a full century,
Mrs. Quiller was called home to her reward on
June 10, 2026, at the age of 100 years old.

On Friday, June 19th, her family, her
friends, and her community gathered at Mount
Pilgrim Baptist Church in Columbus, Geor-
gia—the very church home she faithfully
served for more than 60 years—to celebrate
her life and to lay her to rest. It is only right
that this body, and this Nation, pause to re-
member a woman who gave 100 years of her
life to her family, her faith, and her community.

Mrs. Quiller was born on September 15,
1925, in Bullock County, Alabama, one of
seven children raised by their devoted mother,
Georgie Pickett. Of those seven, she and her
sister, Annie Watkins, were the last two who
remained—and today, with Honey’s passing,
her sister carries on as the last leaf on that
family tree.

Mr. Speaker, in the final season of her long
life, Mrs. Quiller left her family a simple and
humble request. She said: “Let the works |
have done speak for me.” So, on the floor of
this House today, | intend to honor that wish.
| rise to let her works speak.

Let her works speak of a young girl who be-
came a second mother before her time. By
her own sister’s loving account, Honey helped
care for her siblings through all their childhood
years—and she went right on caring for them
even after their mother, Georgie, passed
away. When the family needed someone to
hold it together, she was the one who stepped
forward. And that was the pattern of her entire
life.

Let her works speak of a woman who, as |
would describe her, simply was not a quitter.
She believed in bettering herself, and through
hard work and quiet determination she did ex-
actly that. Mary Quiller earned an Associate
Degree in Business from Albany State, a Mas-
ter of Cosmetology, and a tailoring certificate.
She refused to let her beginnings set the limits
of her life.

Let her works speak of a wife and a mother.
She was the beloved wife of George Quiller
and the devoted mother of two children, Jean
and Jerry. And Mr. Speaker, | must pause
here, because there is no heavier burden a
parent can be asked to carry than to bury a
child—and Mrs. Quiller knew that sorrow. for
her beloved son, Jerry, preceded her in death.
Yet somehow, by the grace of God, she kept
right on standing, kept right on serving, and
kept right on pouring her love into everyone
around her. A heart that knew that depth of
grief and still chose to give is a heart worthy
of honor before this Nation. She is survived by
her devoted daughter, Mary, her sister Annie
Watkins, her grandson, Jeremy Quiller, her
great grandchildren, and her great-great
grandchild, who carried her name and her
spirit forward.
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Let her works speak of a faithful and tireless
servant of God. For more than 60 years, Mrs.
Quiller was an active member of Mount Pil-
grim Baptist Church—the very sanctuary that
will receive her home this Friday. She gave
herself to that congregation in nearly every
way a person can: as Assistant Super-
intendent of the Sunday School, as a Sunday
School Teacher, as a member of the Choir, as
a Cub Scout Leader shaping young boys, and
as Mission President. Her church family saw
clearly what kind of woman she was. They
named her Woman of the Year back in the
1990s, and they lifted her up in honor once
again in 2024.

Let her works speak of a true pillar of her
community. In her neighborhood, the saying
simply went that if you wanted something
done, you called Mrs. Quiller. She was the
one who got it done—and for that faithful serv-
ice, she was presented the “Giving Your Best
Award.” She also gave her time to the people
of her city as a member of the Keep Colum-
bus Beautiful Board. Her motto, plain and
powerful, was to work every day at improving
the quality of life—not only for herself, but for
everyone around her.

Mr. Speaker, let her works speak of her
character. Mary Quiller was a woman of
unshakable honesty. If she believed you need-
ed to hear a hard truth, she loved you enough
to tell it to you—whether you wanted to hear
it or not. And yet, when she did good for oth-
ers, and she did a world of good, she never
once advertised it. She gave in quiet. She
helped in secret. She believed, too, that you
do not chase after material things simply to
keep up with the people around you; you live
within your values, and you spend on what
truly matters. Hers was a life of substance,
never a life of show.

Mr. Speaker, the great Shirley Chisholm—
the first Black woman ever to serve in this
very House—once said that: “Service is the
rent we pay for the space that we occupy here
on this Earth.” By that measure, Mary
“Honey” Quiller paid her rent in full, with inter-
est. In the words of the old gospel hymn, ”She
has paid her title clear.” For 100 years she
served—her family, her church, and her com-
munity—and she asked for nothing in return.

Mr. Speaker, Mary Lizzie Pickett Quiller
asked that her works speak for her. And oh,
how they speak. They speak in the brothers
and sisters she mothered. They speak in the
students she taught and the scouts she led.
They speak in the church she served for six
decades, in the community she made more
beautiful, and in the countless souls she lifted
without ever once asking for the credit. Her
works are speaking still—and they will go on
speaking long after every one of us is gone.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives to join my wife
Vivian and me, along with the more than
765,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in honoring the life and legacy
of Mrs. Mary Lizzie Pickett Quiller. | extend my
deepest and most heartfelt sympathy to her
surviving daughter, Mary Quiller, her surviving
sister, Annie Watkins; to her grandchildren; to
her Mount Pilgrim Baptist Church family; and
to the entire Columbus community that loved
her so dearly and for so long. She was, in the
truest sense of the word, a phenomenal
woman, and we were blessed to share this
Earth with her for 100 years.

She was a caregiver, a scholar, a servant,
and a saint whose good works will keep right
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on speaking for her, just as she asked. May
she rest in peace and may the God she
served so faithfully for a century welcome her
home with the words she earned: “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant.”

—————

HONORING MARTHA ANN HART
CUSIMANO FOR HER CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO CENTRAL FLORIDA

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Martha Ann Hart
Cusimano was a community leader and pas-
sionate advocate for the hungry and vulner-
able.

Making a difference started early with Mar-
tha. A native of Buffalo, New York, from a
family deeply rooted in faith and service, she
learned to swim in Lake Erie from her dad.
From then on, she became a lifelong swim-
mer. When its waters were threatened by pol-
lution in the 60s, she was part of a movement
of Western New York women who pushed to
clean them up.

In Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Martha earned
a Bachelor of Arts in Business and Marketing
from DeSales University, graduating Cum
Laude while raising a family and working in
marketing and community relations at DeSales
University and St. Luke’s Hospital. At Lehigh
University, she completed graduate
coursework in American history, was a mem-
ber of the first Leadership Bethlehem class,
served as vice chair of the Bethlehem Com-
munity Foundation, was honored with the Miss
Pennsylvania Woman of Achievement Award,
and was one of three to receive the Beth-
lehem Star Award from the Burn Prevention
Foundation for her work raising millions for
that charity. As founder and executive director
of the Greater Lehigh Valley Auto Dealers As-
sociation, she not only produced auto shows
but also created a charitable foundation and
helped donate millions to local charities and
scholarships. She was also a charter member
of the Women’s Automotive Association. At
Notre Dame of Bethlehem parish, she founded
the School Advisory Association, served on
the parish council, and was a beautiful leader
of song.

As a teen, Martha met her husband, Jim, at
St. Aloysius Gonzaga Parish in Buffalo. They
led fundraising to build the new St. Rose of
Lima Church in Kissimmee, which opened in
2017, and founded “DUO: Do Unto Others,”
an initiative with Solivita neighbors, which
raised over $700,000 for the food pantry in the
ensuing years. The pantry provides food to
over 70,000 food-insecure people annually, in-
cluding during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mar-
tha also served on the board of Habitat for
Humanity Osceola for eight years and worked
with Osceola County to provide nine homes
for people in need of affordable housing. She
also testified before Members of Congress at
the U.S. Capitol on the need for the Farm Bill
to include aid for food pantries. For her work
to help the hungry and marginalized in Central
Florida, Martha was honored by Osceola
County with the “Woman Warrior” Award.

She did all of this while battling breast can-
cer for 19 years.

In retirement, Martha enjoyed making pil-
grimages to the Holy Land with the Jesuits of
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America Media, and to the Marian sites of
Knock, Ireland, Fatima, and Lourdes. A dual
Irish American citizen, Martha’s family helped
build the church in Knock, Ireland, at the site
of the miraculous sighting of Mary. She re-
mained close to her Irish family, as well as to
her American and Mexican family and friends.

Martha was a dedicated mother to Joseph
Cusimano, Maryann Cusimano Love and hus-
band Richard, Theresa Cusimano, and Patri-
cia Cusimano Gomas and husband Jeff. Mar-
tha was a proud grandmother to Megan
Cusimano Hower and husband Jim, as well as
Adam Cusimano and Maria, Ricky, and Ava
Love. She was a loving great-grandmother to
Jack and Lydia Hower and Aria Grace
Cusimano, and a godmother to nieces Katie
Gill and Nina Hart.

Martha died the evening of November 30,
2025, at the age of 82. She was surrounded
by her husband and her four children. Among
her last words were, “Gotta go to God,” and
“Promise me you will complete building of the
Lima Center food pantry, promise me,” true to
her passions in life.

———

RECOGNIZING HENRY LOYD IVEY’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to recognize Mr. Henry Loyd Ivey of Henagar,
Alabama, on the occasion of his 100th birth-
day, which he will celebrate on June 26, 2026.

Mr. Ivey’s century of life has been marked
by faithful service to his country, his commu-
nity, his church, and his family. A proud mem-
ber of the Greatest Generation, he served
honorably in the United States Army from Jan-
uary 1945 to August 1946 with the 25th Ord-
nance Maintenance Company. During his mili-
tary service, he earned the Asiatic-Pacific
Campaign Ribbon, Good Conduct Medal, Vic-
tory Ribbon, two Overseas Service Bars, and
Sharpshooter qualification with the rifle. He
was honorably discharged at Fort Sam Hous-
ton, Texas, on August 28, 1946.

Following his military service, Mr. Ivey dedi-
cated his life to hard work and public service.
He farmed for many years while also building
a successful career with DuPont in Chat-
tanooga, where he worked for more than 32
years before retiring at the age of 55. He fur-
ther demonstrated his commitment to his
hometown through 16 years of service on the
Henagar City Council.

Mr. lvey’s faith has been a cornerstone of
his life. He has been a member of Liberty
Baptist Church since 1944 and has faithfully
served as a deacon since 1965. His decades
of spiritual leadership have positively impacted
countless individuals throughout the Henagar
community.

He has shared this remarkable journey with
his wife, Louise, whom he married on June
29, 1951. Together they have built a loving
family that includes four children, seven grand-
children, and eight great-grandchildren.

For nearly seven decades, they have made
their home on Lee’s Chapel Road in Henagar,
where they have been admired for their devo-
tion to family, faith, and community.
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As Mr. Ivey reaches this extraordinary mile-
stone, we celebrate a life well lived and a leg-
acy defined by service, integrity, persever-
ance, and unwavering faith.

His example stands as an inspiration to all
who know him, and | join his family, friends,
and neighbors in honoring his many contribu-
tions and expressing gratitude for the impact
he has made over the course of a remarkable
century.

HONORING SAMUEL L. KAPLAN
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the distinguished life and career of
Samuel L. Kaplan on the occasion of his 90th
birthday.

Sam Kaplan is a son of Saint Paul, Min-
nesota, where he was born and raised and
graduated from Central High School. He went
on to attend the University of Minnesota, earn-
ing both his undergraduate and law degrees
with high distinction. While in law school, he
served as President of the Minnesota Law Re-
view, a preview of the exceptional legal career
to come.

In 1978, Sam co-founded the law firm
Kaplan, Strangis and Kaplan, P.A., where he
built a long and distinguished career practicing
corporate law for more than six decades and
earning a reputation for legal excellence. He
has advised businesses across Minnesota and
the Upper Midwest on complex legal matters
and has served on several corporate boards,
including Piper Jaffray, where he was lead di-
rector.

In addition to his legal work, Sam has been
active in Minnesota civic and political life for
many years, including as a leader within the
Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party. He
has supported numerous political campaigns
and social justice causes, including serving in
leadership roles for Senator Paul Wellstone’s
campaigns, as State co-chair for Senator John
Kerry’s 2004 Presidential campaign, and as a
member of the National Finance Committee of
Barack Obama’s Presidential campaign.

In 2009, Sam was appointed by President
Barack Obama to serve as United States Am-
bassador to the Kingdom of Morocco, a posi-
tion he held until 2013. In this role, he worked
to strengthen diplomatic, economic, and cul-
tural ties between the United States and Mo-
rocco.

One of a very small number of American
Jews to serve as U.S. Ambassador to a Mus-
lim-majority nation. Sam traveled extensively
across the country, engaging with everyday
citizens, civil rights leaders, and government
officials to build partnerships based on mutual
respect.

While visiting Morocco in 2013, | witnessed
firsthand Sam’s exceptional skill and distinc-
tion in representing the United States. His
wife, Sylvia Kaplan, a beloved community
leader, activist, renowned host, and talented
chef, also brought impressive diplomatic skill
to Morrocco, winning over the hearts of Mo-
roccans and dignitaries from all around the
world. Just as in Minnesota, guests at Sam
and Sylvia’s dining room table in Morocco re-
ceived a home-cooked meal with friends old
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and new, along with robust and dynamic con-
versation. Their hospitality compares to none.

In 2015, Sam played a key role in the effort
to bring Major League Soccer and Minnesota
United FC to Saint Paul's Hamline-Midway
neighborhood, helping to bring home a project
that has strengthened the city’s economy and
established a permanent home for Min-
nesota’s vibrant soccer community and its
passionate supporters.

It is a privilege to know Sam and his wife,
Sylvia, as trusted advisors and friends
throughout my service in Congress. Sam’s ca-
reer reflects a lifelong commitment to law,
public service, and civic engagement. His con-
tributions have had a lasting impact on Min-
nesota and our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Samuel L. Kaplan in commemoration of his
90th birthday and in celebrating his extraor-
dinary career of leadership and service to Min-
nesota and the United States.

———

RECOGNIZING THE PETER ALLEN
HOUSE

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to rec-
ognize the Historic Peter Allen House of Dau-
phin, Pennsylvania upon the auspicious occa-
sion of its 300th Anniversary.

The Peter Allen House is the oldest home in
Dauphin County, dating back to 1726. The
original grant to Peter Allen, a Scots-Irish trap-
per and trader, was for nearly 400 acres. The
House is listed on both the National and State
Registries of Historic Homes, and some con-
tend that it was considered the Western
English Frontier of the then-Pennsylvania Col-
ony.

Built at the base of Peters Mountain in cen-
tral Dauphin County, the Peter Allen House
historically served as the signature trading
post for the migrating settlers of the colonial,
pre-Revolutionary western frontier. Throughout
the 19th Century, it also served as an inn, tav-
ern, and hotel, hosting settlers and guests
from across the Country. It was a welcomed
stop on what was then known as the Sunbury
Turnpike, which stretched from Reading to
Sunbury.

Today, the Peter Allen House serves as a
memorial to early pioneers and settlers who
gave everything for their Country and Com-
monwealth. The current owners have restored
the House, converting the stable into a private
residence, and growing the House into a pop-
ular site for weddings and special events.

To celebrate their 300th Anniversary and
America’s 250th Birthday, the Peter Allen
House is hosting an historic Independence
Day celebration, featuring special readings of
the Declaration of Independence, reenact-
ments, educational forums, tours, fireworks,
and a colonial costume ball. The celebration
will be a testament to the tremendous impact
the House has had upon our region through-
out our Nation’s history.

Mr. Speaker, I'm honored to recognize the
Historic Peter Allen House on its 300th Anni-
versary. From the early days of precolonial
America to today, the Peter Allen House has
played an enormous role in Central Penn-

E597

sylvania’s history, and on behalf of the Citi-
zens of the 10th Congressional District, I'm
proud and honored that the owners can cele-
brate and share this wonderful and momen-
tous occasion with our local community.
———

HONORING BILL TOOLEY
HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
true patriot, Mr. William Oster “Bill” Tooley of
Louisville, Kentucky. Mr. Tooley, a veteran of
the United States Army, recently celebrated
his 100th birthday.

Mr. Tooley was born in Russellville, Ken-
tucky, on May 28, 1926. He attended
Owensboro High School. During World War 1I,
he volunteered for the U.S. Army. Following
basic training, he was assigned to a medical
battalion, the 71st Infantry Division, at Fort
Benning, Georgia. He was responsible for tak-
ing care of the generators that kept the lights
and electricity running, allowing surgeons and
other medical personnel to care for wounded
soldiers. After World War Il ended, he served
his last year in the medical battalion and was
stationed in Germany.

Following his time in the military, Mr. Tooley
went to work for Bell South as a lineman. He
worked his way up to an electrical engineer,
moving from Owensboro to Danville to Louis-
vile. He was in engineering management
when he retired in 1987. Mr. Tooley was an
active community member, serving on the
Saint Regis Park City Council for 18 years,
where he served as the building compliance
officer.

Mr. Tooley was married to Betty Rouse
Tooley for 61 years. They had 6 children, 18
grandchildren, and 24 great-grandchildren. He
is expecting his first great-great granddaughter
in October 2026.

Bill Tooley is a true patriot, a great Amer-
ican, and an inspiration to us all. | am forever
grateful to him and his fellow soldiers who
sacrificed so much in service to our Nation. It
is my honor to recognize his service and his
100th birthday before the United States Con-
gress.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF THE HONORABLE LAWRENCE
COHEN "LARRY” WALKER, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 22, 2026

Mr. BISHOP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart, and with a gratitude that runs
deeper than these few words can carry, to
honor the life of a giant of Georgia public serv-
ice, a peerless gentleman, and a man | was
blessed to call my colleague and my friend—
the Honorable Lawrence Cohen “Larry” Walk-
er. Jr., of Perry, Georgia.

Larry passed away peacefully at his home
on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, surrounded by the
family he loved, at the age of 84. A funeral
service to celebrate his remarkable and pur-
pose-filled life was held on Sunday, June 14,
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2026, at the Perry United Methodist Church.
Some losses are not just the loss of a man.
They are the closing of an era.

Larry Walker was born on March 9, 1942, in
Perry, Georgia, to the late Lawrence Cohen
Walker, Sr., and the late Hilda Gray Walker.
He was a son of Houston County from his first
breath to his last—a native, a lifelong resident,
and a fierce and faithful champion of his
hometown for every one of his 84 years. He
graduated from Perry High School in 1960,
where his classmates, even then, saw what
the rest of Georgia would come to know, and
elected him Senior Class President. He went
on to the University of Georgia, where he
earned both his Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration and his Juris Doctorate in 1965—and
where he became, and remained until his final
day, one of the most devoted Bulldogs the
good Lord ever made.

Mr. Speaker, consider what this young man
did with the years that followed. In January of
1966, at just 24 years of age, Larry Walker
was appointed the very first Municipal Court
Judge in the history of Perry. Twenty-four
years old, sitting in judgment, trusted by his
neighbors. In 1975, he was appointed Perry
City, Attorney—a charge he and his beloved
brother David would carry together for 40
years. Forty years. Two brothers, serving one
city, side by side. That is not a job. That is a
covenant.

In 1972, the people of Houston County sent
Larry Walker to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives, to fill the seat left vacant by a
young man named Sam Nunn, who was on
his way to the United States Senate. And
there, under the Gold Dome, Larry Walker be-
came a legend. He served 32 years in that
chamber—and for 16 of them, half his entire
tenure, he served as House Majority Leader.
Sixteen years carrying the burden of leader-
ship, holding the floor, holding the line, holding
people together.

Now, Mr. Speaker, allow me a personal
word. | came to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives in 1977. And it was there, as a
young legislator finding my footing, that | came
to know Larry Walker. We did not always
come from the same place. We did not always
see every issue through the same eyes. But |
tell you what | learned from that man across
those years: Larry Walker never once made a
difference of opinion into a difference of re-
spect. He could disagree with you on Tuesday
and break bread with you on Wednesday and
have your back on Thursday. He believed—he
truly believed—that we were all sent there to
do the people’s work, and that the people de-
served leaders who could find the higher
ground together. He taught a whole generation
of us how to do this work with grace. | am a
better public servant today because Larry
Walker showed me how it was done.

And he had something to show for it. You
see it when you drive into Perry today and you
see the Georgia National Fairgrounds and
Agricenter standing tall—that is Larry Walker’s
vision made real. That community draws fami-
lies and livelihoods and pride from Frito-Lay—
that came to Perry because Larry Walker
willed it there. He did not just hold an office.
He built things. He left his hands’ print on the
soil of his home, and that print will outlast us
all.

After his service in the General Assembly,
Larry was elected to the Georgia Transpor-
tation Board and was later appointed by Gov-
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ernor Sonny Perdue to the Board of Regents
of the University System of Georgia—still serv-
ing, still giving, still working for a state he
loved. Through it all, in every chamber and on
every board, Larry Walker was known for the
rarest gift in public life: the ability to build rela-
tionships, to bring people together, and to
work through their differences for the good of
Georgia and for the good of his beloved Perry.

But Mr. Speaker, if you had asked Larry
Walker who he was, he would not have start-
ed with any of that. He would have told you
he was a husband. A father. A man of faith.
He was a lifelong and active member of Perry
Methodist Church, where he and his wife Jan-
ice sat together in the Pathfinders Sunday
School Class. He gave himself to the Perry
Kiwanis Club, and he helped found Cross-
roads Bank, which grew into Security Bank,
because he believed in his community’s future
enough to invest in it himself.

And oh, how he loved Janice. In 1964, Larry
married Janice Knighton—the love of his life—
and they shared 61 years together. Sixty-one
years, Mr. Speaker. They raised four chil-
dren—Larry Ill, Wendy, Russell. and John
Gray—and every one of them still calls Hous-
ton County home. Think on that a moment. In
a restless world that scatters families to the
four winds, Larry and Janice built a place so
full of love that their children never wanted to
leave it. He was a devoted family man who
treasured nothing more than the activities of
his nine grandchildren and his three great-
grandchildren—there in the bleachers, there at
the livestock shows, there for every one of
them.

He loved simple, sacred things. He loved
working on the farm alongside Janice. He
loved hunting dove and quail in the Georgia
mornings and sharing his fishing ponds with
anybody who’'d come sit a while. He loved his
dog Lizzy and he loved his cows. He loved
watching the youth show their livestock at the
Ag Center he helped create. He loved his
Perry Panthers and his Westfield Hornets, and
of course, always and forever, his Georgia
Bulldogs.

That, Mr. Speaker, is a life. Not a career—
a life. Whole, and rooted, and good. Larry was
predeceased by his parents, and by his broth-
er David—his partner of 40 years—and by
brothers-in-law Bob Kelly and Jeff Knighton.
He leaves behind his devoted wife of 61
years, Janice Knighton Walker; his children
Larry Il and Adrienne, Wendy and Bob, Rus-
sell and Krissy, and John Gray and Sharon;
his nine grandchildren: his three great-grand-
children; his sister Lynda, his brother Charlie,
and a host of family and friends across Geor-
gia who loved him.

And Mr. Speaker, the truest measure of a
man is found not only in what he built, but in
what he past on. So let it be recorded that the
Walker name still answers the roll call beneath
the Gold Dome: Larry’s son, Larry Walker, IIl,
now serves in the Georgia General Assem-
bly—the very institution his father loved and
shaped—carrying his daddy’s legacy of honor-
able service forward into a new generation.
What a gift, to a father, to know the work goes
on.

Mr. Speaker, the Book of Proverbs tells us
that “the memory of the just is blessed.” Larry
Walker was a just man. He kept faith with his
God, with his family, with his hometown, and
with the people he served. He showed us that
you can hold great power and still hold great
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kindness; that you can disagree without dis-
honor; that a life lived close to home can
touch the whole of a State.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join my wife Vivian and me, along with the
more than 765,000 people of Georgia’s Sec-
ond Congressional District in honoring the life
of the Honorable Larry Walker, Jr. to Janice,
to his children and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, and to the whole community of
Perry that he loved so well: the prayers of this
House are with you. You did not lose him. You
will carry him—in every fairground he built, in
every quail field at dawn, in every Bulldog Sat-
urday, in every kindness he ever showed.
Heaven has gained a gentleman, and Georgia
will not soon see his like again.

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. And
may God bless the memory of Larry Walker.

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
June 23, 2026 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

JUNE 24

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine reforming
the U.S. Postal Service’s business
model.
SD-342
9:45 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Brett Matsumoto, of Mary-
land, to be Commissioner of Labor Sta-
tistics, Department of Labor, James
Macy, of Wisconsin, and David M.
Prouty, of Maryland, each to be a
Member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, and Michael McDonald, of
the District of Columbia, to be Chair-
person of the National Endowment for
the Humanities.

SD-430
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Thomas B. Chapman, of Mary-
land, to be a Member of the National
Transportation Safety Board, Edward
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Eppler, of Connecticut, to be Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Department of Trans-
portation, Karen Jean Hedlund, of New
York, to be a Member of the Surface
Transportation Board, and Brien
Lorenze, of Virginia, and Karen Ses-
sions, of Texas, each to be a Commis-
sioner of the Consumer Product Safety

Commission.
SR-253
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Kevin Lilly, of Texas, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife.

SD-406
Committee on Indian Affairs

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Mark Cruz, of Oregon, to be Di-
rector of the Indian Health Service, De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

SD-628
10:15 a.m.
Committee on the Judiciary

To hold hearings to examine pending

nominations.
SH-216
2 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution

To hold hearings to examine protecting
American citizenship, focusing on
America 250 and American citizenship.

SD-226
United States Senate Caucus on Inter-
national Narcotics Control

To hold hearings to examine the global
reach of Mexican drug cartels and risks
to U.S. national security.

SD-419
Joint Economic Committee

To hold hearings to examine protecting
patients and taxpayers, focusing on
combating healthcare fraud and leak-
age to strengthen program integrity.

SD-G50
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3 p.m.
Committee on Finance
Subcommittee on Social Security,
sions, and Family Policy
To hold hearings to examine the future
of social security.

Pen-

SD-215
Select Committee on Intelligence
To receive a closed briefing on certain
intelligence matters.
SH-219

JUNE 25

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Jules Hurst III, of Virginia, to
be TUnder Secretary (Comptroller),
Richard O’Malley, of Wisconsin, to be a
Deputy Under Secretary, Roger Mason,
of Virginia, to be Director of the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office, and
Erich Hernandez-Baquero, of Florida,
to be an Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force, all of the Department of De-
fense.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Business meeting to markup Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agency Ap-
propriations Act, 2027; Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act,
2027; Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2027; and Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 2027.
SD-106
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Christopher Phelan, of Min-
nesota, to be Chairman of the Council
of Economic Advisers, John Crews, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Credit Union Administration
Board, and Jeffrey Ledbetter, of Vir-
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ginia, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.
SD-538
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Brett Doyle, of Connecticut,
David Foley, Jr., of Virginia, Samuel
Negatu, of the District of Columbia,
Peter-Anthony Pappas, of New Jersey,
and Bartholomew Thanhauser, of New
York, each to be a Member of the
United States International Trade
Commission.
SD-215
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Barbera Thornhill, of North
Carolina, to be Director of the Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking, with
the rank of Ambassador at Large, De-
partment of State.
SD-419
10:15 a.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Daniel Mack Traynor, of
North Dakota, to be United States Cir-
cuit Judge for the Eighth Circuit, An-
gela Veronica Colmenero, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Texas, Kasdin Miller Mitch-
ell, to be United States District Judge
for the Northern District of Texas, Mi-
chael C. Martin, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Michigan, and Antonio M. Pozos, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
SH-216

POSTPONEMENTS

JUNE 24

4 p.m.
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine a pending
nomination.
SR-418
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HIGHLIGHTS

Senate agreed to the motion to concur in the amendment of the House
of Representatives to the amendment of the Senate to H.R. 6644, 21st
Century ROAD to Housing Act, with an amendment.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $2977-53026

Measures Introduced: Eight bills and two resolu-

tions were introduced, as follows: S. 4846—4853, and
S. Res. 782-783. Pages S$2985-86

Measures Reported:

S. 1782, to prohibit discrimination on the basis of
mental or physical disability in cases of organ trans-
plants, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

S. 3799, to amend the Public Health Service Act
to reauthorize the Healthy Start Initiative, with an
amendment.

S. 4109, to reauthorize the Stem Cell Therapeutic
and Research Act of 2005, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute. Page S$2985

Measures Passed:

Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library Mu-
seum Artifacts Act: Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources was discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 675, to contribute funds and artifacts to
the Theodore Roosevelt Presidential Library in
Medora, North Dakota, and the bill was then passed,
after agreeing to the following amendment proposed
thereto: Pages $2981-82

Hoeven Amendment No. 5897, in the nature of
a substitute. Pages S2981-82

Social Media Harms Victim Remembrance Day:
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 761, designating
June 23, 2026, as “Social Media Harms Victim Re-
membrance Day”, and the resolution was then
agreed to. Page $3024

Commemorating the Anniversary of the
Antisemitic Attack at the Run for Their Lives
Walk in Boulder, Colorado: Committee on the Ju-
diciary was discharged from further consideration of

S. Res. 768, commemorating the anniversary of the
antisemitic attack on participants in the Run for
Their Lives walk in Boulder, Colorado on June 1,
2025, and the resolution was then agreed to.

Page S3024

Anti-lllicit Trade Awareness Day: Senate agreed
to S. Res. 783, expressing support for the designa-
tion of June 11, 2026, as “Anti-Illicit Trade Aware-
ness Day”. Page S3024

House Messages:

21st Century ROAD to Housing Act: By 85 yeas
to 5 nays (Vote No. 182), Senate agreed to the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to the Sen-
ate amendment to H.R. 6644, to increase the supply
of housing in America, with Thune (for Scott (SC)/
Warren) Amendment No. 5823 (to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment), in the nature
of a substitute, and after taking action on the fol-
lowing amendment proposed thereto:
Pages S2977-81, S2982-84
Withdrawn:
Thune Amendment No. 5824 (to Amendment
No. 5823), to change the enactment date. Page S2983

Marck Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of John George Edward
Marck, of Texas, to be United States District Judge
for the Southern District of Texas. Page S2984

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur on Wednesday,
June 24, 2026. Page S2984

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination. Page S2984

Hendershot Nomination—Cloture: Senate began
consideration of the nomination of Michael ]J.

D641



D642

Hendershot, of Ohio, to be United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Ohio. Page $2984
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of John George Edward Marck, of
Texas, to be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas. Page S2984
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S2984
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination. Page S2984

Jones Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Arthur Roberts Jones,
of Texas, to be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas. Page S2984
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Michael J. Hendershot, of
Ohio, to be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Ohio. Page S2984
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S2984
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
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mous-consent agreement was reached providing that
at 2:15 p.m., on Tuesday, June 23, 2026, Senate
execute the order of Thursday, June 18, 2026, with
respect to the nomination of Darrell Owens, of
Pennsylvania, to be U.S. Representative to the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and
following disposition of the nomination, Senate exe-
cute the order of Thursday, June 18, 2026, with re-
spect to H. Con. Res. 86, directing the President,
pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolu-
tion, to remove United States Armed Forces from

hostilities with Iran. Page S3025
Executive Communications: Page S2985
Additional Cosponsors: Pages S2986-87

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:

Pages S2987-88
Additional Statements: Page S2985
Amendments Submitted: Pages S$2988-3024

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today.
(Total—182) Page $2984

Adjournment: Senate convened at 3 p.m. and ad-
journed at 7 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, June
23, 2026. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page
§3025.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

tive Session to consider the nomination. Page S2984
Owens Nomination and Hostilities with Iran
Concurrent Resolution—Agreement: A unani-
Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 7 public
bills, H.R. 9381-9387, were introduced.
Pages H4130-31

Additional Cosponsors: Page H4131

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Simpson to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H4129

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the
Guest Chaplain, Pastor Zack Randles, Waterfront
Church, Washington, DC. Page H4129

Quorum Calls Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 12:02 p.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR TUESDAY,
JUNE 23, 2026

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Airland,
to hold hearings to examine an update on the F-35 air-
craft program; to be immediately followed by a closed
session in SVC-217, 4:15 p.m., SR-222.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: to
hold hearings to examine the affordability agenda, 10
a.m., SD-538.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Aviation, Space, and Innovation, to hold
hearings to examine improving safety across the National
Airspace System, 10 a.m., SR—253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resounrces: to hold hear-
ings to examine the nominations of William Hague, of
Washington, to be an Assistant Secretary, Kevin Lilly, of
Texas, to be Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife,
both of the Department of the Interior, and Kaveh
Farzad, of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of En-
ergy (International Affairs), 9:30 a.m., SD-366.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
to hold hearings to examine the nominations of James
Andrew Crowell IV, and Stuart Gordon Nash, both of the
District of Columbia, each to be an Associate Judge of
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals for the term
of fifteen years, Christopher Michael De Bono, Michael
Christopher DiLorenzo, Sharon E. Goodie, Craig Edward
Leen, Christine Michelle Macey, John Barlow Timmer, all
of the District of Columbia, each to be an Associate
Judge of the Superior Court of the District of Columbia,
10:15 a.m., SD-342.

Select Committee on Intelligence: closed business meeting
to consider certain intelligence matters; to be imme-
diately followed by a closed briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters, 3 p.m., SH-219.

House

Committee on Rules, Full Committee, markup on H.R.
8595, the “National Security, Department of State, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2027”; H.R.
9022, the “Energy and Water Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2027”; H.R. 9237, the
“Take Care of America’s Veterans Act”; and H.R. 1181,
the “Protecting Privacy in Purchases Act”, 2 p.m.,
H-313 Capitol.

R —

CONGRESSIONAL PROGRAM AHEAD
Week of June 23 through June 26, 2026

Senate Chamber

On Tuesday, Senate will be in a period of morning
business.

At 2:15 p.m., Senate will begin consideration of
the nomination of Darrell Owens, of Pennsylvania,
to be U.S. Representative to the Organization for Se-
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curity and Cooperation in Europe, with the rank of
Ambassador, with a vote on confirmation thereon.
Following which, Senate will proceed to the mo-
tion to discharge the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions from H. Con. Res. 86, Hostilities with Iran,
with a vote on adoption of the concurrent resolution.
During the balance of the week, Senate may con-
sider any cleared legislative and executive business.

Senate Committees

(Committee meetings ave open unless otherwise indicated)

Committee on Appropriations: June 25, business meeting
to markup Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agency Appropria-
tions Act, 2027; Military Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2027; Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2027; and Legislative Branch Appropriations
Act, 2027, 10 a.m., SD-106.

Committee on Armed Services: June 23, Subcommittee on
Airland, to hold hearings to examine an update on the
F-35 aircraft program; to be immediately followed by a
closed session in SVC-217, 4:15 p.m., SR—222.

June 25, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nominations of Jules Hurst III, of Virginia, to be
Under Secretary (Comptroller), Richard O’Malley, of Wis-
consin, to be a Deputy Under Secretary, Roger Mason, of
Virginia, to be Director of the National Reconnaissance
Office, and Erich Hernandez-Baquero, of Florida, to be an
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, all of the Depart-
ment of Defense, 9:30 a.m., SD-G50.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: June
23, to hold hearings to examine the affordability agenda,
10 a.m., SD-538.

June 25, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nominations of Christopher Phelan, of Minnesota, to
be Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, John
Crews, of Virginia, to be a Member of the National Cred-
it Union Administration Board, and Jeffrey Ledbetter, of
Virginia, to be Inspector General, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 10 a.m., SD-538.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: June
23, Subcommittee on Aviation, Space, and Innovation, to
hold hearings to examine improving safety across the Na-
tional Airspace System, 10 a.m., SR—253.

June 24, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nominations of Thomas B. Chapman, of Maryland, to
be a Member of the National Transportation Safety
Board, Edward Eppler, of Connecticut, to be Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Department of Transportation, Karen Jean
Hedlund, of New York, to be a Member of the Surface
Transportation Board, and Brien Lorenze, of Virginia, and
Karen Sessions, of Texas, each to be a Commissioner of
the Consumer Product Safety Commission, 10 a.m.,
SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: June 23, to
hold hearings to examine the nominations of William
Hague, of Washington, to be an Assistant Secretary,
Kevin Lilly, of Texas, to be Assistant Secretary for Fish
and Wildlife, both of the Department of the Interior, and
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Kaveh Farzad, of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Energy (International Affairs), 9:30 a.m., SD—366.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: June 24, to
hold hearings to examine the nomination of Kevin Lilly,
of Texas, to be Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife,
10 a.m., SD—406.

Committee on Finance: June 24, Subcommittee on Social
Security, Pensions, and Family Policy, to hold hearings to
examine the future of social security, 3 p.m., SD-215.

June 25, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
the nominations of Brett Doyle, of Connecticut, David
Foley, Jr., of Virginia, Samuel Negatu, of the District of
Columbia, Peter-Anthony Pappas, of New Jersey, and
Bartholomew Thanhauser, of New York, each to be a
Member of the United States International Trade Com-
mission, 10 a.m., SD-215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: June 25, to hold hearings
to examine the nomination of Barbera Thornhill, of
North Carolina, to be Director of the Office to Monitor
and Combat Trafficking, with the rank of Ambassador at
Large, Department of State, 10 a.m., SD-419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: June
24, business meeting to consider the nominations of Brett
Matsumoto, of Maryland, to be Commissioner of Labor
Statistics, Department of Labor, James Macy, of Wis-
consin, and David M. Prouty, of Maryland, each to be a
Member of the National Labor Relations Board, and Mi-
chael McDonald, of the District of Columbia, to be
Chairperson of the National Endowment for the Human-
ities, 9:45 a.m., SD—430.

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs:
June 23, to hold hearings to examine the nominations of
James Andrew Crowell IV, and Stuart Gordon Nash, both
of the District of Columbia, each to be an Associate
Judge of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals for
the term of fifteen years, Christopher Michael De Bono,
Michael Christopher DiLorenzo, Sharon E. Goodie, Craig
Edward Leen, Christine Michelle Macey, John Barlow
Timmer, all of the District of Columbia, each to be an
Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia, 10:15 a.m., SD-342.

June 24, Full Committee, to hold hearings to examine
reforming the U.S. Postal Service’s business model, 9:30
a.m., SD-342.

Committee on Indian Affairs: June 24, to hold hearings
to examine the nomination of Mark Cruz, of Oregon, to
be Director of the Indian Health Service, Department of
Health and Human Services, 10 a.m., SD—628.

Committee on the Judiciary: June 24, to hold hearings to
examine pending nominations, 10:15 a.m., SH-216.

June 24, Subcommittee on the Constitution, to hold
hearings to examine protecting American citizenship, fo-
cusing on America 250 and American citizenship, 2 p.m.,
SD-226.

June 25, Full Committee, business meeting to consider
the nominations of Daniel Mack Traynor, of North Da-
kota, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Eighth
Circuit, Angela Veronica Colmenero, to be United States
District Judge for the Southern District of Texas, Kasdin
Miller Mitchell, to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of Texas, Michael C. Martin, to be
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United States District Judge for the Eastern District of
Michigan, and Antonio M. Pozos, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania,
10:15 a.m., SH-216.

Select Committee on Intelligence: June 23, closed business
meeting to consider certain intelligence matters; to be
immediately followed by a closed briefing on certain in-
telligence matters, 3 p.m., SH-219.

June 24, Full Committee, to receive a closed briefing
on certain intelligence matters, 3 p.m., SH-219.

United States Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Con-
trol: June 24, to hold hearings to examine the global
reach of Mexican drug cartels and risks to U.S. national
security, 2 p.m., SD-419.

House Committees

Committee on Agriculture, June 24, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “To Review the Implementation of Farm
Safety Net, Disaster, and Conservation Programs”, 10
a.m., 1300 Longworth.

June 25, Subcommittee on Forestry and Horticulture,
hearing entitled “Reviewing Partnerships to Enhance
Management of the National Forest System”, 10 a.m.,
1300 Longworth.

Committee on Appropriations, June 24, Full Committee,
markup on the Defense Appropriations Bill, FY 2027, 11
a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

June 25, Subcommittee on Homeland Security, over-
sight hearing on the Department of Homeland Security,
10 a.m., 2358-C Rayburn.

Committee on Education and Workforce, June 24, Sub-
committee on Higher Education and Workforce Develop-
ment, hearing entitled “Workforce Rewired: Modern Ap-
prenticeships for a Modern Economy”, 10:15 a.m., 2175
Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, June 24, Sub-
committee on Environment, hearing entitled “Trash to
Treasure: Examining Legislation to Support Domestic
Critical Mineral Recovery and Recycling”, 10:15 a.m.,
2123 Rayburn.

June 25, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, hearing entitled “State Medicaid Program Integrity:
Examining Fraud Risks and Oversight Deficiencies”,
10:15 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.

Committee on Financial Services, June 24, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Future of Payments: Promoting
Innovation and Fair Markets”, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

June 25, Subcommittee on Capital Markets, hearing
entitled “From Wall Street to Main Street: The Future
of How America Invests”, 10 am., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, June 24, Full Committee,
continue markup on H.R. 9086, to amend the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 to modify and improve that Act;
H.R. 9062, to increase the capacity and effectiveness of
the Department in supporting American businesses oper-
ating overseas and protecting American industries from
adversaries, and for other purposes; H.R. 1939, to require
the imposition of sanctions with respect to conflict in
Sudan, and for other purposes; and H.R. 9087, to direct
the Secretary of State to take actions with respect to cer-
tain foreign affairs matters, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.
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June 25, East Asia and the Pacific Subcommittee, hear-
ing entitled “Implementing an America First Approach
in the East Asia and Pacific Region”, 10 a.m., 2172 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Homeland Security, June 24, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 3106, the “Weatherizing Infra-
structure in the North and Terrorism Emergency Readi-
ness Act of 2025”; H.R. 5109, to require the Adminis-
trator of the Transportation Security Administration of
the United States to develop guidelines to improve re-
turning citizens’ access to the Transportation Worker
Identification Credential program, to assist individuals in
custody of Federal, State, and local prisons in pre-apply-
ing or preparing applications for Transportation Worker
Identification Credential cards, and to assist individuals
requesting an appeal or waiver of preliminary determina-
tion of ineligibility, and for other purposes; H.R. 5517,
the “Northern Border Security Enhancement and Review
Act”; H.R. 6548, the “DHS Suicide Prevention and Re-
siliency for Law Enforcement Act”; H.R. 6846, the “DE-
FEND Act”; H.R. 7427, the “SAFE VISITS Act”; H.R.
7436, the “Department of Homeland Security Intel-
ligence and Analysis Training Act”; H.R. 7443, the
“I&A Mission Reorientation Act of 2026”; H.R. 7448,
the “Modernizing and Improving the National Terrorism
Advisory System Act of 2026”; H.R. 7574, the “ELO
Realignment and Strategic Engagement Reform Act of
2026”; H.R. 8168, the “Major Non-NATO Ally Terror
Threat Assessment Act”; H.R. 8535, the “Measuring Il-
licit Fentanyl Trafficking Act”; H.R. 8770, the “SAFE-
GUARDS Act of 2026”; H.R. 8874, the “Homeland Se-
curity Capabilities Preservation Reporting Act of 2026”;
H.R. 8897, the “Improving Travel for American Families
Act”; H.R. 9328, the “Improving Travel for Military
Members Act”; H.R. 9327, the “PEARL Act”; H.R.
9382, the “NEXUS for Families Act”; and legislation on
the Civil Preparedness for Agroterrorism Exercise Act of
2026, 10 a.m., 310 Cannon.

June 25, Full Committee, hearing entitled “The Con-
gressional Research Service and the Future of Al-Enabled
Policy Analysis”, 10:15 a.m., 1310 Longworth.

Committee on House Administration, June 24, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 9368, the “The Voter ID Act”;
H.R. 9367, the “Stop Lawmakers for Predicting Act”;
H.R. 9342, the “GPO Modernization Act”; H.R. 9360,
the “ACRC Sunset Act”’; H.R. 8810, the “No Wasted
Space Act”; and H.R. 3334, the “USCP Empowerment
Act”, 10:15 a.m., 1310 Longworth.

Committee on the Judiciary, June 24, Subcommittee on
the Administrative State, Regulatory Reform, and Anti-
trust, hearing entitled “The 30,000 Foot View: Competi-
tion and Regulation in the U.S. Airline Industry”, 10
a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

June 25, Subcommittee on Oversight, hearing entitled
“False Narratives Surrounding Conditions at the Delaney
Hall ICE Detention Center”, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Natural Resources, June 24, Full Com-
mittee, markup on H.R. 9250, the “Great American
Outdoors Act 250, 10:30 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

June 25, Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Re-
sources, hearing entitled “Beneath the Surface: Earth MRI
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and America’s Resource Potential”, 10 a.m., 1324 Long-
worth.

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, June 25,
Subcommittee on Delivering on Government Efficiency,
hearing entitled “Combating Waste, Fraud, and Abuse in
SNAP”, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, June 24, Sub-
committee on Investigations and Oversight, hearing enti-
tled “Safeguarding Federal Research Funds: The False
Claims Act’s Role in Combating Grant Fraud”, 10 a.m.,
2318 Rayburn.

June 25, Full Committee, markup on H.R. 9341, the
“Al-Ready Federal Data Guidelines Act”; H.R. 9363, the
“Al Security and Innovation Act”; H.R. 2385, the “CRE-
ATE Al Act”; H.R. 5351, the “NSF AI Education Act
of 2025”; H.R. 5584, the “LIFT AI Act”; H.R. 6461,
the “READ AI Models Act”’; H.R. 8893, the “Protecting
Consumers from Deceptive Al Act”; H.R. 9333, the “Al
Flaw Reporting and Security Enhancement Act”; H.R.
9334, the “Workforce for AI Trust Act”; and H.R. 9372,
the “Data Infrastructure Energy Measurement and Stand-
ards Act”, 10 a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Small Business, June 25, Full Committee,
hearing entitled “From Startup to Scale: The Role of the
SBA Office of Investment and Innovation in Powering
America’s Small Businesses”, 10 am., 2360 Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans' Affairs, June 24, Subcommittee
on Oversight and Investigations, hearing entitled “Failure
at the Front Gate: Examining VA Police and Security
Deficiencies”, 2:15 p.m., 360 Cannon.

June 25, Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity,
hearing on H.R. 5992, the “Stuck on Hold Act”’; H.R.
8532, the “VA Home Loan Affordability Act”; legislation
on the VA Education Oversight Improvement Act; and
legislation on the “Affordable Homes for Veterans Act of
2026”, 10 a.m., 360 Cannon.

June 25, Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs, hearing on H.R. 8552, the “Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2026”;
H.R. 8767, the “Compensation Fund Reaccrediting Act”;
H.R. 9006, the “Locating Our Unclaimed Veterans Act”;
H.R. 6588, the “PROVIDE Act”; H.R. 6921, the ““Ha-
wai’i National Cemetery Act”; and legislation on the Un-
claimed Veterans’ Legacy Grant Program Act, 2:15 p.m.,
360 Cannon.

Committee on Ways and Means, June 25, Subcommittee
on Work and Welfare, hearing entitled “Impacts of the
Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
(MIECHV) Program”, 2 p.m., 2020 Rayburn.

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, June 24, Full
Committee, hearing entitled “Effectiveness of the IC’s In-
spector General”, 2 p.m., HVC-304 Hearing Room. This
hearing is closed.

Joint Meeting

Joint Economic Commitiee: June 24, to hold hearings to
examine protecting patients and taxpayers, focusing on
combating healthcare fraud and leakage to strengthen
program integrity, 2 p.m., SD-G50.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Tuesday, June 23

Senate Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Senate will be in a period of
morning business.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 noon, Tuesday, June 23

House Chamber

Program for Tuesday: Consideration of measures under
suspension of the Rules.

At 2:15 p.m., Senate will begin consideration of the
nomination of Darrell Owens, of Pennsylvania, to be U.S.
Representative to the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, with the rank of Ambassador, with
a vote on confirmation thereon.

Following which, Senate will proceed to the motion to
discharge the Committee on Foreign Relations from H.
Con. Res. 86, Hostilities with Iran, with a vote on adop-
tion of the concurrent resolution.

(Senate will recess from 12:30 p.m. until 2:15 p.m. for their
respective party conferences.)
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