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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GRIFFITH).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
JUNE 18, 2026.

I hereby appoint the Honorable H. MORGAN
GRIFFITH to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy Lord, You have entrusted us
with Your life-giving word—Your
truth, which frees us from the dis-
sonant voices that distract us from
Your divine design for us and for Your
creation.

Teach us that we need not try to
please people, but rather to purify our
hearts that they would please You and
prove faithful in any test You lay be-
fore us.

Keep us from using flattery to satisfy
our greed or masking our true selves to
gain the favor of those in power over
us. God, You alone are our witness.
From You alone should we seek ap-
proval.

The strength You have granted us to
serve You is sufficient. May we lean on
You in these days and receive the en-
couragement, comfort, and inspiration
to live lives worthy of You. Like chil-
dren guided by a loving parent, may we
depend on Your grace alone to see us
through the challenges we face.

In the power of Your name, we pray.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the Journal of
the last day’s proceedings is approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr. Ferrari,
one of its clerks, announced that the Senate
agreed to the following resolution:

S. RES. 776

Whereas Kyle Thomas Busch was born in
Las Vegas, Nevada, on May 2, 1985, and
passed at the age of 41 on May 21, 2026, in
Charlotte, North Carolina;

Whereas Busch began racing go-karts in
his hometown, following in his brother Kurt
Busch’s footsteps;

Whereas, in 1998, at the age of 13, Busch
started racing Legends Cars, and, in 2001, at
the age of 16, Busch made his NASCAR na-
tional series debut in the CRAFTSMAN
Truck Series at Indianapolis Raceway Park;

Whereas, in 2003, after signing a contract
as a developmental driver for Hendrick Mo-
torsports, Busch made his debut in the now
NASCAR O’Reilly Auto Parts Series at the
Charlotte Motor Speedway;

Whereas, in a remarkable 2-year stretch,
Busch won 5 races, finished second in the
NASCAR O’Reilly Auto Parts Series cham-
pionship standings, made his NASCAR Cup
Series debut, became the youngest winner in
NASCAR Cup Series history, and was named
Rookie of the Year in both series;

Whereas, in 2009, as a member of Joe Gibbs
Racing, Busch was crowned the Series Cham-
pion, with 9 wins, 25 top-5 finishes, and 30
top-10 finishes during the season;

Whereas, in 2010, Busch launched the Kyle
Busch Motorsports race team, competing in
the NASCAR CRAFTSMAN Truck Series,

and the organization captured 2 champion-
ships (2015 and 2017) and tallied a total of 100
wins, with Busch winning the last one for the
organization in 2023;

Whereas, in the winter of 2010, Busch Mar-
ried his wife Samantha on New Year’s Eve;

Whereas, in 2015 and 2016, Busch won one of
the crown-jewel events of NASCAR, the
Brickyard 400 at Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way;

Whereas, in 2015 and 2019, Busch claimed
the NASCAR Cup Series Championship, both
while driving for Joe Gibbs Racing;

Whereas, in 2018, Busch won yet another
crown-jewel event, the Coca-Cola 600 at
Charlotte Motor Speedway, becoming the
only driver in the modern era to win a race
at all active Cup Series tracks;

Whereas Busch twice won an ESPY Award
in the category of ‘‘Best Driver’’;

Whereas, in 2023, now as a member of Rich-
ard Childress Racing, Busch was named one
of NASCAR’s 75 greatest drivers;

Whereas Busch is the only driver to win all
3 of NASCAR’s national series races in a race
weekend, doing so twice at Bristol Motor
Speedway;

Whereas Busch had 19 consecutive seasons
with a NASCAR Cup Series win (2005 through
2023), the longest of any driver;

Whereas Busch rounded out his career as
the winningest driver across NASCAR’s 3 na-
tional series, with a record of 234 victories,
including 63 Cup Series wins, 102 O’Reilly
Auto Parts Series wins, and 69 CRAFTSMAN
Truck Series wins;

Whereas Busch built a passionate fanbase
through his bold and unapologetic ‘“‘Rowdy”’
persona, and with his fierce competitiveness
and signature post-win bow to fans, ce-
mented himself as one of the most recogniz-
able competitors in motorsports;

Whereas Busch earned the respect of both
opposing drivers and fans through his com-
mitment to providing thrilling entertain-
ment to NASCAR crowds with his
performative driving style;

Whereas Busch embraced his role as a
champion driver and devoted father, proudly
mentored and coached his son, Brexton, who
began his own journey in motorsports, and
helped to foster the passion for racing in the
next generation; and

Whereas Busch leaves behind his wife
Samantha, his 2 children, Brexton and
Lennix, his parents, and his brother;

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) has heard with profound sorrow and
deep regret the announcement of the death
of Kyle Thomas Busch; and

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate communicate this resolution
to the House of Representatives.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment a concurrent resolution of the
House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 109. Concurrent Resolution al-
lowing Emancipation Hall to be used for a
ceremony to dedicate the
Semiquincentennial Congressional Time
Capsule on Wednesday, June 24, 2026.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 4822. An act to prohibit the National
Science Foundation from using Federal
funds to descope or decommission the Ocean
Observatories Initiative instruments.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 110-315, the
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, upon the recommendation of
the Majority Leader, announces the ap-
pointment of the following individual
to be a member of the National Advi-
sory Committee on Institutional Qual-
ity and Integrity:

Jeffrey Scott Stroup of Oklahoma.

The message also announced that
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 9355(a), as amend-
ed by Public Law 118-159, the Chair, on
behalf of the Majority Leader, appoints
the following Senator to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy:

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS) (Appropriations).

———

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
stands adjourned until noon on Monday
next.

Thereupon (at 10 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, June
22, 2026, at noon.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-3816. A letter from the Administrator,
Agricultural Marketing Service, Fair Trade
Practices Program, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Poultry Grower Payment Systems
and Capital Improvement Systems; Delay of
Effective Date [Doc. No.: AMS-FTPP-22-0046]
(RIN: 0581-AEb4) received June 3, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

EC-3817. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s notice — California State
Motor Vehicle Pollution Control Standards;
Notice of Decision Granting a Waiver of
Clean Air Act Preemption for California’s
2009 and Subsequent Model Year Greenhouse
Gas Emission Standards for New Motor Vehi-

cles [FRL-8927-2] received June 11, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3818. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s notice of decision — Cali-
fornia State Motor Vehicle Pollution Con-
trol Standards; Advanced Clean Car Pro-
gram; Reconsideration of a Previous With-
drawal of a Waiver of Preemption [EPA-HQ-
0OAR-2021-0257; FRL-9325-01-OAR] received
June 11, 2026, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3819. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s notice — California State
Motor Vehicle Pollution Control Standards;
Notice of Decision Granting a Waiver of
Clean Air Act Preemption for California’s
Advanced Clean Car Program and a Within
the Scope Confirmation for California’s Zero
Emission Vehicle Amendments for 2017 and
Earlier Model Years [FRL-9768-1] received
June 11, 2026, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3820. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Regulatory Management Branch, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s notice of decision — Cali-
fornia State Nonroad Engine Pollution Con-
trol Standards; Small Off-Road Engines Reg-
ulations; Notice of Decision [EPA-HQ-OAR-
2023-0151; FRI1-10890-02-OAR] received June
11, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3821. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, Office of the Chief
Financial Officer, Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s
Major final rule — Fee Schedules; Fee Re-
covery for Fiscal Year 2026 [NRC-2023-0212]
(RIN: 3150-AL12) received June 11, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3822. A letter from the Director, Office
of Personnel Management, transmitting the
Office’s report titled, ‘‘Physicians’ Com-
parability Allowance Program’ for Fiscal
Year 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5948(j); Public
Law 103-114, Sec. 2(a); (107 Stat. 1116); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-3823. A letter from the Chairwoman,
Board of Governors, United States Postal
Service, transmitting the Board’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress, of the Office of
Inspector General, covering the period from
October 1, 2025, through March 31, 2026; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

EC-3824. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s Semiannual Report to Con-
gress, of the Office of Inspector General, cov-
ering the six-month period that ended on
March 31, 2026; ; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-3825. A letter from the Acting Sec-
retary, Department of Labor, transmitting
the Department’s Semiannual Report to
Congress, of the Office of Inspector General,
covering the period from October 1, 2025,
through March 31, 2026; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-3826. A letter from the Deputy Sec-
retary, Department of War, transmitting the
Department’s Semiannual Report to Con-
gress, of the Office of Inspector General, cov-
ering the period from October 1, 2025,
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through March 31, 2026; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-3827. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting
the Department’s Semiannual Report to
Congress, of the Office of Inspector General,
covering the period from October 1, 2025,
through March 31, 2026; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-3828. A letter from the Director, Con-
gressional, Legislative and Intergovern-
mental Affairs, Federal Election Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s Semi-
annual Report to Congress, of the Office of
Inspector General, covering the period from
October 1, 2025, through March 31, 2026; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

EC-3829. A letter from the Administrator,
General Services Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s Semiannual Re-
port to Congress, of the Office of Inspector
General, covering the period from October 1,
2025, through March 31, 2026; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-3830. A letter from the Director, Office
of Personnel Management, transmitting the
Office’s Semiannual Report to Congress, of
the Office of Inspector General, covering the
period from October 1, 2025, through March
31, 2026, pursuant to Section 5 of the Inspec-
tor General Act; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-3831. A letter from the Acting Sec-
retary of Labor and Chair of the Board, Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, trans-
mitting the Semiannual Report to Congress
by the Office of Inspector General of the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, and the
response by PBGC Management; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-3832. A letter from the Chairman, Rail-
road Retirement Board, transmitting the
Board’s Semiannual Report to Congress, of
the Office of Inspector General, covering the
period from October 1, 2025, through March
31, 2026; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-3833. A letter from the Division Chief,
Office of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Implementing PA-
TRIOT Act Improvements: Contraband Ciga-
rettes and Smokeless Tobacco [ATF No.:
2006R-1F] (RIN: 1140-AA31) received June 3,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-3834. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Helicopters [Docket No.
FAA-2026-2283; Project Identifier MCAI-2026-
00077-R; Amendment 39-23362; AD 2026-11-01]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3835. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Helicopters [Docket No.:
FAA-2026-1337; Project Identifier MCAI-2025-
01289-R; Amendment 39-23363; AD 2026-11-02]
(RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3836. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Helicopters Deutschland
GmbH Helicopters [Docket No.: FAA-2025-
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2540; Project Identifier MCAI-2025-00158-R;
Amendment 39-23360; AD 2026-10-20] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received June 8, 2026, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3837. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2026-2280; Project Identifier MCAI-
2025-01562-T; Amendment 39-23369; AD 2026-11-
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3838. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Dassault Aviation Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2026-2293; Project Identi-
fier MCAI-2025-00684-T; Amendment 39-23364;
AD 2026-11-03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received June
8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3839. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; De Havilland Aircraft of Canada
Limited (Type Certificate Previously Held
by Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2025-2558; Project Identifier MCAI-2021-
00022-T; Amendment 39-23367; AD 2026-11-06]
(RIN: 2120-AA 64) received June 8, 2026, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3840. A letter from the Manager, Legal
Litigation and Support, AGC-010, FAA, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd &
Co KG Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2026-0742;
Project Identifier MCAI-2025-01337-E; Amend-
ment 39-23361; AD 2026-10-21] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3841. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, FTA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Project Management Oversight [Docket No.:
FTA-2025-0010] (RIN: 2132-AB59) received
June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3842. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, FTA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Emergency Relief Program [Docket No.:
FTA-2025-0012] (RIN: 2132-AB61) received
June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3843. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, FTA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Private Investment Project Procedures
[Docket No.: FTA-2025-0011] (RIN: 2132-AB60)
received June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3844. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, FTA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Rail Transit Roadway Worker Protection
[Docket No.: FTA-2025-0008] (RIN: 2132-AB5T7)
received June 8, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3845. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, FTA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Public Transportation Safety Certification
Training Program [Docket No.: FTA-2025-
0009] (RIN: 2132-AB58) received June 8, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-3846. A letter from the Paralegal, Office
of Chief Counsel, Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Clarification of Incident Reporting
Requirements for Gas Pipeline Facilities
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2026-1540; Amdt. No.:
191-38] (RIN: 2137-AG44) received June 10,
2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3847. A letter from the Paralegal, Office
of Chief Counsel, Pipeline and Hazardous Ma-
terials Safety Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Editorial Corrections and Clarifica-
tions to Criteria for Conducting Integrity
Assessments Using Guided Wave Ultrasonic
Testing [Docket No.: PHMSA-2026-1543;
Amdt. No.: 192-171] (RIN: 2137-AG47) received
June 10, 2026, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3848. A letter from the Paralegal, Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s direct final
rule — Pipeline Safety: Clarifying Hazardous
Liquid Pipeline Integrity Management Guid-
ance [Docket No.: PHMSA-2026-1520; Amdt.
No.: 195-118] (RIN: 2137-AG24) received June
10, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-3849. A letter from the Paralegal, Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s direct final
rule — Pipeline Safety: Standards Update —
NFPA 59 [Docket No.: PHMSA-2026-1521;
Amdt. No.: 192-157] (RIN: 2137-AG25) received
June 10, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3850. A letter from the Paralegal, Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Pipeline Safety: Consent Orders [Docket No.:
PHMSA-2026-1538; Amdt. No.: 190-26] (RIN:
2137-AG42) received June 10, 2026, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-3851. A letter from the Paralegal, Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-
istration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Pipeline Safety: Electronic Submission of
Requests for Written Interpretations and
Special Permits [Docket No.: PHMSA-2026-
15639; Amdt. No.: 190-27] (RIN: 2137-AG43) re-
ceived June 10, 2026, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-3852. A letter from the Board of Trust-
ees of the Federal Hospital Insurance and
Feder Supplementary Medical Insurance
Trust Funds, transmitting The 2026 Annual
Report Of The Board Of Trustees Of The Fed-
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eral Hospital Insurance Trust Fund And The
Federal Supplementary Medical Insurance
Trust Fund, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 910(a);
Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title VII, Sec. 709 (as
added by Public Law 98-21, Sec. 143); (97 Stat.
102) (H. Doc. No. 119—164); to the Committee
on Ways and Means and ordered to be print-
ed.

EC-3853. A letter from the Board of Trust-
ees of the Federal Old-Age and Survivors In-
surance and Federal Disability Insurance
Trust Funds, transmitting The 2026 Annual
Report Of The Board Of Trustees Of The Fed-
eral Old-Age And Survivors Insurance And
Federal Disability Insurance Trust Funds,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 910(a); Aug. 14, 1935, ch.
531, title VII, Sec. 709 (as added by Public
Law 98-21, Sec. 143); (97 Stat. 102) (H. Doc. No.
119—163); to the Committee on Ways and
Means and ordered to be printed.

EC-3854. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s notice — Medicare Program; Delayed
Implementation of Certain Prior Authoriza-
tion for Select Services for the Wasteful and
Inappropriate Services Reduction (WISeR)
Model [CMS-5056-N2] received June 9, 2026,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce and
Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 425. A bill to repeal
the Corporate Transparency Act, with an
amendment (Rept. 119-701). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 941. A bill to amend
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act to provide
for an effective date and a temporary safe
harbor for compliance with certain small
business lending data collection rules, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 119-702). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 8290. A bill to require
the use of the voice and vote of the United
States to oppose any quota increase at the
International Monetary Fund for member
countries that employ certain exchange rate
practices, and for other purposes; with
amendments (Rept . 119-703). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 8671. A bill to require
the Federal banking agencies to conduct a
study on the use of advanced technologies in
fraud detection and prevention, with par-
ticular attention to community financial in-
stitutions, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 119-704). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. GUTHRIE: Committee on Energy and
Commerce. H.R. 2715. A bill to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ex-
tend the destruction authority of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to arti-
cles that present a significant public health
concern, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 119-705). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.
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Mr. GUTHRIE: Committee on Energy and
Commerce. H.R. 2821. A bill to require the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
acting through the Commissioner of Food
and Drugs, to publish a final rule relating to
nonclinical testing methods (Rept. 119-706).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio (for himself, Mr.

CORREA, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
LAWLER, Mr. KENNEDY of New York,
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, and Mr.
THANEDAR):

H.R. 9327. A bill to establish in U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection a pilot program
to adopt dogs from local animal shelters to
be trained as support dogs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity.

By Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina (for
herself and Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York):

H.R. 9328. A bill to improve travel for ac-
tive-duty military personnel and accom-
panying family, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mrs. WAGNER (for herself, Mr.
DOWNING, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr.
HUIZENGA):

H.R. 9329. A bill to make improvements to
the securities laws, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. STEIL:

H.R. 9330. A bill to regulate the business of
offering and providing earned wage access
services to consumers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mrs. KIM:

H.R. 9331. A bill to amend the Expedited
Funds Availability Act to provide exceptions
in the case of fraudulent checks or wire
transfers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. BALDERSON (for himself and
Mr. MENENDEZ):

H.R. 9332. A bill to require the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to establish re-
gional joint boards to study electric load
forecasting, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. ROSS (for herself, Mr. HURD of
Colorado, and Mr. BEYER):

H.R. 9333. A bill to direct the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to develop a program for the vol-
untary reporting of artificial intelligence
flaws and the acceleration of detection and
monitoring of such flaws, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology.

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself and Mr.
LUCAS):

H.R. 9334. A bill to amend the National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020 to
facilitate the growth of multidisciplinary
teams that can advance the development and
training of safe and trustworthy artificial in-
telligence systems, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas:

H.R. 9335. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Energy to establish a clearinghouse for ad-
vanced transmission technology, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas (for him-
self and Mr. PFLUGER):
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H.R. 9336. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to require States to take
into account performance when assigning in-
dividuals to managed care entities under the
Medicaid program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. BENTZ (for himself, Mr.
FULCHER, Mr. AMODEI of Nevada, Mr.
HURD of Colorado, Mr. ZINKE, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. CRANK, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. EVANS of Colorado,
Mr. BAUMGARTNER, Mr. DOWNING, and
Mr. GRIFFITH):

H.R. 9337. A bill to amend the Federal
Power Act to modernize the hydropower li-
censing process, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. WEBER of Texas:

H.R. 9338. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to improve the safety of pipe-
line transportation, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER (for herself
and Mr. MULLIN):

H.R. 9339. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to conduct an assessment on the use
of artificial intelligence and high-perform-
ance computing technologies to enhance the
bulk-power system, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. EVANS of Colorado (for himself
and Ms. CASTOR of Florida):

H.R. 9340. A bill to amend the Public Util-
ity Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to estab-
lish a Federal standard relating to the recov-
ery of the full, incremental costs of upgrades
that serve large-load customers, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. BABIN (for himself and Ms.
LOFGREN):

H.R. 9341. A bill to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to develop guidelines to assist
agencies with preparing open Government
data assets to be used to train artificial in-
telligence models, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 9342. A Dbill to revise certain authori-
ties of the Government Publishing Office,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
House Administration, and in addition to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BURCHETT (for himself and
Mr. KUSTOFF):

H.R. 9343. A bill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to establish rules and proce-
dures for the United States Postal Service
regarding the use of centralized delivery of
the mail with respect to residential housing
units, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana (for him-
self and Ms. TITUS):

H.R. 9344. A bill to amend the National Ag-
ricultural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977, to provide for mari-
juana agricultural research program at 1890
institutions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 9345. A Dbill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to establish a resources
test for eligibility under the Medicaid pro-

June 18, 2026

gram for the expansion population; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas (for herself,
Mr. SCHMIDT, and Mr. VASQUEZ):

H.R. 9346. A bill to prohibit the closure or
relocation of certain Department of Agri-
culture offices, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Ms.
ApAMS, Ms. CHU, Mr. DAvVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. GOLDMAN
of New York, Ms. NORTON, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr. McGOV-
ERN, Mr. POCAN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. TOKUDA, and Ms.
UNDERWOOD):

H.R. 9347. A bill to strengthen protections
against child labor violations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. FRIEDMAN:

H.R. 9348. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Army to include in any final rec-
ommendation for a water resources develop-
ment project of the Corps of Engineers a plan
to maintain equivalent levels of access to ex-
isting public recreational amenities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for
himself, Ms. ANSARI, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER):

H.R. 9349. A bill to amend title 52 and title
18, United States Code, to ensure the integ-
rity of voting systems; to the Committee on
House Administration, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York (for
himself and Mr. NADLER):

H.R. 9350. A Dbill to amend the Justice for
United States Victims of State Sponsored
Terrorism Act with respect to lump sum
catch up payment for certain eligible par-
ties; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HARRIGAN:

HR. 9351. A Dbill to amend the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act to provide
relief for members of the uniformed services
who homeschool their dependent children,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. HORSFORD (for himself, Mr.
MOYLAN, and Ms. JACOBS):

H.R. 9352. A bill to require reports regard-
ing artificial intelligence-related job im-
pacts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for
himself and Mr. BOoYLE of Pennsyl-
vania):

H.R. 9353. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt qualified reli-
gious institutions from the excise tax on in-
vestment income; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut:

H.R. 9354. A bill to reform the financing of
House elections, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (for
himself, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
Ms. CHU, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
PANETTA, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. JACOBS, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. POCAN,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, Mr. LICCARDO, Mr. CISNEROS,
and Mr. CARSON):
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H.R. 9355. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to reform the process for pay-
ment of certain compromise settlements,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 9356. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a tax credit for
expenses paid or incurred by private ceme-
teries to attach veteran medallions to
headstones; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mrs. LUNA (for herself and Ms. PIN-
GREE):

H.R. 9357. A bill to cancel the registration
of all uses of the pesticide paraquat, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MAGAZINER:

H.R. 9358. A bill to improve the lives of the
American people, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committees on Oversight and
Government Reform, House Administration,
Education and Workforce, Agriculture, For-
eign Affairs, Homeland Security, Armed
Services, Veterans’ Affairs, Science, Space,
and Technology, Natural Resources, Finan-
cial Services, Appropriations, the Budget,
Energy and Commerce, Intelligence (Perma-
nent Select), Rules, Ethics, the Judiciary,
Small Business, and Transportation and In-
frastructure, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. MENG (for herself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 9359. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to provide for the
reissuance to households of supplemental nu-
trition assistance program benefits to re-
place benefits stolen by identity theft or typ-
ical skimming practices, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois:

H.R. 9360. A bill to sunset the Advisory
Committee on the Records of Congress, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. NORMAN:

H.R. 9361. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to create and maintain a
publicly accessible database that contains
information about each criminal alien who is
released from custody, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 9362. A bill to amend the District of
Columbia Home Rule Act to provide for the
automatic appointment of judges to the Dis-
trict of Columbia courts without the advice
and consent of the Senate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, and in addition to the
Committee on Rules, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. OBERNOLTE (for himself, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Mr. BABIN, Mr. MANN, and
Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida):

H.R. 9363. A bill to amend the National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020 to
establish a center on artificial intelligence
to ensure continued United States leadership
in research, development, and evaluation of
artificial intelligence systems, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Ms.
MATSUI, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. DIN-
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GELL, Mr. COHEN, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. GARCIA of California, Mr.
HOYER, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TLAIB,
Ms. TOKUDA, and Mrs. TRAHAN):

H.R. 9364. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to prohibit Medicare Ad-
vantage plans from imposing prior author-
ization with respect to repairs to complex re-
habilitation technology; to the Committee
on Ways and Means, and in addition to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. RIVAS (for herself, Mr. GARCIA
of Illinois, and Mr. CISNEROS):

H.R. 9365. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish an
office to assist communities in providing
mental health services to individuals experi-
encing fear-based trauma related to immi-
gration law enforcement actions taken by
Federal agencies, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SELF:

H.R. 9366. A bill to require a report on
Eastern Frontier infrastructure readiness; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. STEIL (for himself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
HINSON, and Mr. GRIFFITH):

H.R. 9367. A bill to amend chapter 131 of
title 5, United States Code, to restrict Mem-
bers of Congress and their spouses and de-
pendents from profiting off prediction mar-
kets, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Mr. STEIL (for himself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs.
HINSON, and Mr. GRIFFITH):

H.R. 9368. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to require the provision
of identification as a condition of casting a
ballot in an election for Federal office, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. STEUBE (for himself, Mr. TAY-
LOR, Mr. AUSTIN ScoTT of Georgia,
Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. BAIRD, and Mr.
MILLS):

H.R. 9369. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize employees or au-
thorized agents to edit or annotate elec-
tronic logging device records as long as such
employee or agent is physically located in
North America and the edit or annotation is
subject to driver approval, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Ms. STEVENS (for herself, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. HOULAHAN,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. FOSTER,
Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mrs. McCLAIN
DELANEY, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. QUIGLEY,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. RILEY
of New York, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mrs. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. DELUZIO,
Ms. SCANLON, and Ms. BONAMICI):

H.R. 9370. A bill to prohibit the finaliza-
tion, implementation, or enforcement of a
proposed rule with respect to Federal finan-
cial assistance, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM (for himself
and Ms. GOODLANDER):

H.R. 9371. A bill to require disclosure when
personalized algorithmic pricing is used, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM (for himself,
Mr. OBERNOLTE, and Mrs. FOUSHEE):

H.R. 9372. A bill to direct the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
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Technology to develop best practices for
measuring data center energy use, study
data availability for the purpose of improv-
ing energy demand forecasting capabilities,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.
By Ms. TITUS (for herself, Mr. COHEN,
Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. NORTON, and Mr.
CARSON):

H.R. 9373. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide for certain remedies
for air transportation passengers with dis-
abilities who are discriminated against, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. TLAIB (for herself, Mr. AMO,
Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. BELL, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CASAR,
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
CORREA, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. DAVIS of I1li-
nois, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. DESAULNIER,
Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. GOLDMAN
of New York, Mrs. GRIJALVA, Ms.
HOULAHAN, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Mr. LIEU, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Ms. MENG, Ms. MORRISON, Mr.
MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ, Ms. OMAR, Ms. PRESSLEY,
Mr. QUIGLEY, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr.
RUI1Z, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. SIMON, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. VARGAS, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, and Ms. WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 9374. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to develop and maintain
an online detainee locator system, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committee on
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. TORRES of California:

H.R. 9375. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to award grants to eligible
entities to provide immigration legal serv-
ices to noncitizen veterans, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 9376. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to codify the National Veteran
Suicide Prevention Annual Report and to di-
rect the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
study the effects of the Chaplain Service of
the Department on the risk of suicide among
veterans; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. VASQUEZ (for himself, Ms. DA-
viDS of Kansas, Mr. FIGURES, Ms. SA-
LINAS, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Mr. McCAUL, Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Ms.
GARCIA of Texas, Ms. STANSBURY, Mr.
VEASEY, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. PANETTA,
and Mr. CUELLAR):

H.R. 9377. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram for preparing and responding to New
World screwworm outbreaks, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. VINDMAN (for himself and Mr.
MACKENZIE):

H.R. 9378. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a tax credit for
grocery stores located in food deserts; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. VINDMAN (for himself and Mr.
HAMADEH of Arizona):

H.R. 9379. A bill to codify processing
timelines for applications for the assumption
of a loan guaranteed by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, to require the Inspector
General of the Department to conduct an as-
sessment of loan servicer compliance with
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such timelines, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Ms. ADAMS, and Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 9380. A bill to amend the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act to require creditors to con-
sider certain additional credit information
when making mortgage loans, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida (for herself,
Mr. Suozzl, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. TONKO, Mr. LARSON
of Connecticut, Mr. DAvVIS of Illinois,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. THOMP-
SON of California, Ms. MATSUI, Mr.
COHEN, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr.
MOULTON, and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY):

H.J. Res. 197. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services of the Department of
Health and Human Services relating to ‘‘Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Param-
eters for 2027; and Basic Health Program’’; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (for himself
and Mr. DUNN of Florida):

H. Res. 1371. A resolution expressing sup-
port for a ‘“World Sickle Cell Awareness
Day” in order to increase public awareness
across the United States and global commu-
nity about sickle cell disease and the contin-
ued need for empirical research, early detec-
tion screenings, novel effective treatments
leading to a cure, and preventative care pro-
grams with respect to complications from
sickle cell anemia and conditions relating to
sickle cell disease; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. CORREA (for himself, Ms.
BoNnAMICI, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. CosTA, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Ms. WIiLsON of Florida,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. LIEU, Mr. MFUME,
Ms. STANSBURY, and Mr. THANEDAR):

H. Res. 1372. A resolution remembering
kindness in the United States and affirming
our commitment to fostering community
and building resiliency through every day
acts of kindness; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Mr. CROW (for himself, Mr.
MORELLE, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. PETERS, Mr.

VARGAS, Ms. CRAIG, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. PALLONE, and
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois):

H. Res. 1373. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of June 21, 2026, as
National ASK (Asking Saves Kids) Day to
promote children’s health and secure storage
of guns in the home; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. HAGEMAN (for herself, Mrs.
Bicgs of South Carolina, Mr. ROSE,
and Mr. MOORE of Alabama):

H. Res. 1374. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
parents should be provided clear, accurate,
and useful information about the content of
video programming so they can make in-
formed decisions for their children; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. LIEU (for himself, Mr. COHEN,
Ms. OMAR, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Ms. ANSARI,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. MOULTON, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. POCAN,
Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. DESAULNIER,
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Mr. MENEFEE, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. BALINT, Mr. AMO, Mr.
NADLER, Mr. KENNEDY of New York,
Ms. McCoLLUM, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. BROWNLEY,
Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. CHU, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. MEJIA, Mr.

DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, and Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana):

H. Res. 1375. A resolution reaffirming the
importance of the United States promoting
the safety, health, and well-being of refugees
and displaced persons in the United States
and around the world; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California:

H. Res. 1376. A resolution supporting the
contributions and goals of Lavender Growers
Month; to the Committee on Agriculture.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact he accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio:

H.R. 9327.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina:

H.R. 9328.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘“‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into the Execution for the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or any Department or Officer
thereof.’

By Mrs. WAGNER:

H.R. 9329.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. STEIL:

H.R. 9330.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the
United States Constitution: ‘““To regulate
commerce with foreign nations, and among
the several states, and with the Indian tribes

By Mrs. KIM:
H.R. 9331.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution
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By Mr. BALDERSON:
H.R. 9332.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion
By Ms. ROSS:
H.R. 9333.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8
By Ms. LOFGREN:

H.R. 9334.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States of America.

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas:

H.R. 9335.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Artilce 1, Section 8

By Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas:

H.R. 9336.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. BENTZ:

H.R. 9337.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. WEBER of Texas:

H.R. 9338.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER:

H.R. 9339.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. EVANS of Colorado:

H.R. 9340.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. BABIN:

H.R. 9341.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 9342.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This legislation is introduced pursuant to
the powers granted to the Congress in clause
18 of section 8 of article I of the Constitu-
tion. This bill will revise certain authorities
of the Government Publishing Office.

By Mr. BURCHETT:

H.R. 9343.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana:

H.R. 9344.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the
Constitution.

By Mr. CLOUD:

H.R. 9345.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas:
H.R. 9346.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This legislation is enacted pursuant to Ar-
ticle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution.

By Ms. DELAURO:

H.R. 9347.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the United States Constitution
and its subsequent amendments, and further
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clarified and interpreted by the Supreme
Court of the United States.
By Ms. FRIEDMAN:

H.R. 9348.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York:

H.R. 9349.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into the Execution for the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or any Department or Officer
thereof.”

By Mr. GOLDMAN of New York:

H.R. 9350.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into the Execution for the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this
Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or any Department or Officer
thereof.”

By Mr. HARRIGAN:

H.R. 9351.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to clause 18 of section 8 of
article I of the Constitution.

By Mr. HORSFORD:

H.R. 9352.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution of the United States

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 9353.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut:

H.R. 9354.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut:

H.R. 9355.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 9356.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mrs. LUNA:

H.R. 9357.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. MAGAZINER:

H.R. 9358.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. MENG:

H.R. 9359.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois:

H.R. 9360.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This legislation is introduced pursuant to
the powers granted to the Congress in clause
18 of section 8 of article I of the Constitu-
tion.
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By Mr. NORMAN:
H.R. 9361.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Ms. NORTON:
H.R. 9362.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17
By Mr. OBERNOLTE:
H.R. 9363.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Ms. PRESSLEY:
H.R. 9364.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18
By Ms. RIVAS:
H.R. 9365.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution
By Mr. SELF:
H.R. 9366.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mr. STEIL:
H.R. 9367.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Section V of article I of the Constitution.
By Mr. STEIL:
H.R. 9368.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 1 of section IV of article 1 of the
Constitution.
By Mr. STEUBE:
H.R. 9369.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section 8
By Ms. STEVENS:
H.R. 9370.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section

8, Clause 18 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM:
H.R. 9371.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM:

H.R. 9372.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the Constitution
grants Congress the power to legislate.

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 9373.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. TLAIB:

H.R. 9374.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution.

By Mrs. TORRES of California:

H.R. 9375.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article 1: Section 8: Clause
18: of the United States Constitution, seen
below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress.

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
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carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Mr. VALADAO:
H.R. 9376.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. VASQUEZ:

H.R. 9377.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
the Congress.

By Mr. VINDMAN:

H.R. 9378.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. VINDMAN:

H.R. 9379.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia:

H.R. 9380.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Ms. CASTOR of Florida:

H.J. Res. 197.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution provides Congress with the author-
ity to provide for the common Defense and
general Welfare’ of Americans.

————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 7: Mr. DOWNING.
H.R. 18: Ms. MEJIA.
H.R. 40: Mr. IVEY.
H.R. 210: Mr. VINDMAN.
. 220: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.
. 527: Mr. BERA.
. 738: Ms. ADAMS.
. 1065: Mr. AMO.
. 1132: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.
H.R. 1189: Ms. DELBENE.
H.R. 1227: Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. MORELLE,
Mr. DESAULNIER, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-

. 1266: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania.
. 1277: Ms. DEGETTE.

. 1288: Mr. KHANNA.

. 1340: Mr. BERA.

. 1391: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 1421: Mrs. MCBATH.

H.R. 1502: Mr. AUSTIN ScOoTT of Georgia,
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, and Mr. LALOTA.

H.R. 1510: Mr. TORRES of New York.

H.R. 1585: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 1623: Mr. EDWARDS.

H.R. 1640: Ms. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 1672: Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. SMITH of
Nebraska, and Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 1708: Mr. CLEAVER.

H.R. 2055: Mr. VINDMAN.

H.R. 2195: Ms. MENG.

H.R. 2245: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 2333: Mr. BEYER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. WIL-
SON of Florida, Ms. DELBENE, and Mr.
TORRES of New York.

H.R. 2470: Mr. MFUME.

H.R. 2487: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 2512: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut.
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H.R. 25647: Mr. CAREY.
H.R. 2598: Ms. MORRISON.
H.R. 2789: Ms. MCCLELLAN.
H.R. 2854: Mrs. FISCHBACH.
H.R. 2878: Mr. BELL, Mr. POCAN, and Mr.
CISNEROS.
H.R. 2910:
H.R. 2921:
H.R. 3078:
H.R. 3130:
H.R. 3139:
H.R. 3164:
H.R. 3261:
H.R. 3309:
H.R. 3327:
H.R. 3415:
H.R. 3656:
H.R. 3921:
H.R. 3954:
H.R. 4032:
H.R. 4074:
. 4093:
. 4145:

Mr. BELL.

Mr. BERA.

. FEDORCHAK.

. VINDMAN.

. MFUME.

. SCHAKOWSKY.

. BALINT and Ms. HOULAHAN.
. HERNANDEZ.

. VINDMAN.

. BARRAGAN.

. CASTOR of Florida.

. STANSBURY.

. BYnum.

. FIGURES.

. FITZPATRICK.

. KUSTOFF.

. DEAN of Pennsylvania.
. 4170: . MAGAZINER.

. 4265: Ms. WILSON of Florida.
H.R. 4282: Mr. QUIGLEY
DESAULNIER.

H.R. 4299: Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 4398: Mr. TONKO.

H.R. 4486: Mr. HARIDOPOLOS.

H.R. 4541: Mr. LIEU, Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina, and Mr. KENNEDY of New York.

H.R. 4582: Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. AMO, Ms.
STANSBURY, and Mr. LALOTA.

H.R. 4583: Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. AMO, Ms.
STANSBURY, and Mr. LALOTA.

H.R. 4632: Mr. NADLER.

H.R. 4669: Mr. ESTES.

H.R. 4710: Mr. ALFORD.

H.R. 4752: Ms. BARRAGAN and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 4821: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr.
MFUME, Ms. SIMON, Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. LEE
of Pennsylvania, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. EVANS of
Pennsylvania, and Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 4860: Mr. MIN.

H.R. 4876: Mr. RYAN, Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York, and Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 4882: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 4918: Ms. NORTON.
. 4965: Mr. BELL.
. 4994: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon.
. 5031: Mr. FITZPATRICK.
. 5223: Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 5269: Ms. MEJIA, Ms. FEDORCHAK, and
Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 5483: Mr. VAN EPPS.

H.R. 5549: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.

and Mr.
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H.R. 5566: Ms. NORTON and Mr. FIGURES.

H.R. 5621: Mr. VINDMAN.

H.R. 5707: Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 5708: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 5731: Mr. COMER, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. PINGREE, and
Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 6069: Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 61561: Mr. BELL and Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia.

H.R. 6152: Mr. GRIFFITH.

H.R. 6181: Mr. OLSZEWSKI, Mr. VINDMAN,
Mr. TONKO, and Mr. VARGAS.

H.R. 6304: Mr. BEGICH.

H.R. 6324: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 6593: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 6617: Ms. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 6635: Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 6683: Mr. EDWARDS.

H.R. 6766: Mr. VINDMAN.

H.R. 6849: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. PA-
NETTA, and Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 6984: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 7119: Mr. MULLIN and Mrs. MCIVER.

H.R. 7187: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 7188: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 7235: Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 7333: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 7335: Ms. ESCOBAR and Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 7411: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 7517: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 7526: Ms. T1TUS and Mr. FIGURES.

H.R. 7548: Ms. DE LA CRUZ and Mr. ROSE.

H.R. 7590: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 7637: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 7651: Ms. FEDORCHAK and Mr. VAN
EPPS.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

7709:
T747:
7802:
7815:
7832:
7907:
7932:
7960:
7o
8011:
8041:
8045:
8046:
8073:
8092:
8194:
8241:
8295:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MULLIN.
FEENSTRA.
ESPAILLAT.
COHEN.
VINDMAN.
VINDMAN.
WITTMAN.
PocAN and Ms. BALINT.
STRICKLAND.
SALAZAR.
KING-HINDS.
PINGREE.
NEGUSE.
TITUS.
WITTMAN.
NEAL.

LEVIN.
FITZPATRICK.
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H.R. 8404: Mr. BELL.

H.R. 8465: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania and
Mr. MULLIN.

H.R. 8487: Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 8561: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mr.
DELUZIO.
. 8571:
. 8592:
. 8596:
. 8653:
. 8656:

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

ADERHOLT.
BONAMICI.
MOOLENAAR.
BELL.
MOOLENAAR.
. 8662: Mr. CAREY.

H.R. 8691: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 8780: Mr. GOSAR and Mrs. MILLER of
West Virginia.
. 8782: Mr.
. 8788: Ms.
. 8891: Mr.
. 8898: Ms.
. 8925: Mr.
. 8933: Mr.
. 8968: Mr.
. 8979: Ms.
. 9017: Mr.
. 9078: Mr.
. 9080: Ms.
. 9085: Mr. MOOLENAAR.

. 9103: Mr. FULCHER.

H.R. 9196: Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY.

H.R. 9250: Mr. BEGICH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr.
HUIZENGA, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. BILIRAKIS, and
Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 9261: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Ms. MENG, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Ms. LEE
of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 9270: Ms. BoNAMICI and Ms. PRESSLEY.

H.R. 9309: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr.
TORRES of New York.

H.R. 9316: Mr. TAKANO.

H.J. Res. 63: Ms. WATERS, Ms. MCBRIDE,
Mrs. HAYES, Mr. NEAL, Ms. HOYLE of Oregon,
Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. RUI1z, Ms. MORRISON, and
Mr. FOSTER.

H.J. Res. 101: Mr. STAUBER.

H.J. Res. 155: Mr. AMO.

H. Res. 551: Mr. CALVERT.

H. Res. 1248: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H. Res. 1263: Mr. MACKENZIE.

H. Res. 1270: Mr. SoT0o and Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois.

H. Res. 1328: Mr. MULLIN.

H. Res. 1338: Mr. BRECHEEN.

MOOLENAAR.

TLAIB.

BERGMAN and Mr. MANN.
SALAZAR.

VINDMAN.
FITZPATRICK.
CISNEROS.

NORTON.

WEBSTER of Florida.
LALOTA.

BYNUM.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable TiMm
SHEEHY, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, may the work of
our Senators be done to glorify You.
Empower them to strive to make our
Nation and world stronger, more just,
and better for all people. Grant our
lawmakers wisdom to discern what is
right, courage to pursue it, and humil-
ity to place Your desires above their
personal ambition. Help them to lead
with integrity, to seek truth in their
deliberations, and to respect the dig-
nity of every person. May their deci-
sions promote peace, protect freedom,
and provide hope for future genera-
tions.

Lord, as millions prepare to celebrate
the Juneteenth holiday, unite us all for
Your glory.

We pray in Your triumphant Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 18, 2026.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, para-
graph 3, of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, I hereby appoint the Honorable
TIM SHEEHY, a Senator from the State
of Montana, to perform the duties of
the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SHEEHY thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

21ST CENTURY ROAD TO HOUSING
ACT—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the House message to accompany H.R.
6644, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

House message to accompany H.R. 6644, a
bill to increase the supply of housing in
America, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Thune motion to concur in the House
amendment to the Senate amendment to the
bill, with Thune (for Scott (SC)-Warren)
amendment No. 5823 (to the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment), in the na-
ture of a substitute.

Thune amendment No. 5824 (to amendment
No. 5823), to change the enactment date.

Thune motion to refer the message of the
House to accompany the bill to the Com-

mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, with instructions, Thune amendment
No. 5825, to change the enactment date.

Thune amendment No. 5826 (to the instruc-
tions (amendment No. 5825) of the motion to
refer), of a perfecting nature.

Thune amendment No. 5827 (to amendment
No. 5826), of a perfecting nature.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

H.R. 6644
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this

week, the Senate takes a big step for-
ward on an issue that is important to
many Americans, and that is home-
ownership.

Whether you read about it in the
news or hear about it in conversation
with friends and family members, most
people know that the dream of home-
ownership is out of reach for too many
people in our country. Limited housing
supply and burdensome regulations
have contributed to higher prices, and
many Americans are simply being
priced out of the housing market. That
is a problem, and it is a problem we
aim to address with the 21st Century
ROAD to Housing Act.

The 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act tackles some of the causes of the
higher prices that are preventing too
many Americans from realizing the
dream of homeownership.

As much as 25 percent of the cost of
building a new single-family home
comes from regulations. That figure
rises to 40 percent for multifamily con-
struction. As you can imagine, that
contributes quite a bit to the price
that Americans pay for that home.

So this bill cuts unnecessary redtape
that is delaying construction and driv-
ing up prices. For example, it removes
the outdated chassis requirement for
manufactured housing, which will not
only reduce the cost of manufactured
homes but allow for more innovation in
manufactured home design.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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And then there are the costs and
delays associated with the environ-
mental review process. This bill en-
ables State, local, and Tribal govern-
ments to streamline environmental re-
views. It rightsizes the NEPA process
and exempts certain rural housing
projects from these extensive and often
burdensome reviews, and it directs the
Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment and the USDA to coordinate
joint environmental reviews for hous-
ing projects funded by both Agencies.
It should go without saying that if it is
one project, there should be one review.

And because Federal regulations are
only one layer of the costs and burdens
placed on new home construction, this
bill also encourages local governments
to reform zoning laws to encourage
home construction.

Lifting regulatory burdens will do a
lot to bring down housing prices and
encourage more construction, but it is
not the only aspect of encouraging
homeownership. The 21st Century
ROAD to Housing Act also takes mean-
ingful steps to support financing the
purchase of a new home. It lifts regu-
latory burdens on community banks
and credit unions to ensure that these
local lending institutions can be fo-
cused on people rather than paperwork,
and it tailors regulations for smaller
and new financial institutions, which
will help increase competition that
benefits the American people.

This bill is the result of years of hard
work by many of our colleagues, as
well as months of negotiations with
our colleagues in the House. They have
worked tirelessly to produce a bill that
addresses some of the barriers to home-
ownership in this country.

I am grateful for the work of Sen-
ators ROUNDS and RICKETTS to support
housing in rural areas, for Senators
MORENO and HAGERTY’S contributions
to the financial institutions component
of this bill, and for Senators KENNEDY
and CRAPO’S efforts to support work at
the local level to build more housing.

Thanks to all of their hard work and
that of many others, this bill is almost
across the finish line. But no one has
been more committed to the success of
this legislation than Chairman TIM
ScoTT, and I am especially grateful to
Chairman ScoOTT for his leadership in
getting this landmark bill on a path to
becoming law very soon.

The 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act is a significant bill to make life
more affordable for hard-working
Americans, and it is just the latest
item on Republicans’ agenda to address
the cost of living.

Last year, Republicans passed the
Working Families Tax Cut, another
landmark bill which cut taxes for lower
and middle-income Americans. This
year, these hard-working people saw
larger tax refunds and larger pay-
checks, and I wouldn’t be surprised if
many of them put some of that money
away to save for their dream of buying
a home—a dream that the ROAD to
Housing Act will help put within their
reach.
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Plus, the Working Families Tax Cut
provisions like immediate, 100 percent
expensing for investments are also con-
tributing to addressing housing short-
ages by making it easier for builders
to—well—build.

Our legislation gave a boost to af-
fordable housing construction as well.

As one realtor in Sioux Falls wrote
last year:

Developers now have stronger incentives—
and fewer barriers—to build more affordable
units. . .. For Sioux Falls, where we see
steady population growth and a strong work-
force influx, this is a game-changer.

A recent poll shows that the over-
whelming majority of Americans see
housing affordability as a major issue,
and they want to see Congress address
it. The 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act does just that. I am proud that it
garners support from a similarly over-
whelming majority here in the Senate,
and I expect it will in the House as
well.

I look forward to getting this bill
through Congress in short order, send-
ing it to the President’s desk, and de-
livering another major win for the
American people.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

IRAN

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, well,
everyone who bought Trump’s book
“The Art of the Deal”’ ought to ask
him for a refund because what Trump
has done in Iran is the ‘‘art of the dis-
aster.”

The United States is worse off be-
cause of Trump’s incompetence, his
ego, his inability to listen to facts.
Iran took Trump to the cleaners with
this so-called understanding.

Iran doesn’t have to cut off support
for its terrorist proxies. Iran doesn’t
have to give up ballistic missile pro-
duction. Iran doesn’t have to make any
hard commitments on its nuclear pro-
gram now, and there is no guarantee
they make any in 60 days. But Iran
does get to rake in billions of dollars in
oil sales, hundreds of billions in recon-
struction aid, and God knows how
much more in potential fees Trump
may let it impose on ships in the Strait
of Hormuz.

Not to mention the benefits Iran will
get from the sanction relief that
Trump has promised with no idea of
what he will get in return.

Again, Iran took Trump to the clean-
ers. In Iran, ‘“‘the art of the deal” has
turned into the ‘“‘art of disaster.”

If Trump wants to send hundreds of
billions of dollars to Iran, then he will
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need to do it with Republican votes be-
cause I will tell you, Democrats cer-
tainly won’t be helping Trump send
$300 billion to Iran.

Are my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle prepared to send Iran $300
billion when economic needs are so se-
vere here at home? But that is what
Trump wants them to do.

Now, back in 2015, Trump said that
America’s ‘‘deal with Iran will go down
as one of the most incompetent ever
made. The U.S. lost on virtually every
point. We just don’t win anymore!”’

Trump is eating these words on a sil-
ver platter served up by Iran. Again, in
2015 he said the ‘‘deal with Iran will go
down as one of the most incompetent
ever. The U.S. lost on virtually every
point. We just don’t win anymore!”’

He is eating those words now because
those apply so aptly to the deal that he
just announced, so-called under-
standing, with Iran. He is eating those
words on a silver platter served up by
Iran.

Even members of the Trump adminis-
tration seem to be trying to put some
distance between themselves and this
so-called understanding, telling the
public not to read too far into the text
and that there are secret deals in the
works. Well, I will tell you right now,
Trump needs to reveal any secret deals
to Congress and the public imme-
diately. He has got to do it right away.

If the secret deals are anywhere near
as bad as the understanding we have
seen, we need to know about them.

This war needs to end permanently.
Americans need to know how Trump
plans to do it. Crucially, Americans are
wondering what they got out of this
war because Trump’s blunder has left
our country worse off by every meas-
ure. Thirteen Americans have been
killed and hundreds more wounded.
The Iranian regime is richer and more
radical than before Trump’s war. Iran
has greater control over the Strait of
Hormuz than before the war began.

Gas prices are still much higher than
before the war, with families having
paid hundreds of dollars extra to fill up
their tanks these past few months.

The cost of everything from groceries
to basic household necessities are high-
er than before the war as well. Trump’s
so-called understanding is the culmina-
tion and representation of his ruinous
strategy in Iran since day one and his
inability to govern in general.

In Iran and in so much else he does,
Trump leads by whim, by ego, by greed.
His strategy doesn’t work in the time
of peace, and it certainly doesn’t work
in the time of war.

He is about the most incompetent
President we have ever seen. In Iran, as
in everything, the American people pay
the price for Trump’s incompetence.

So as I have been saying for months,
it is long past time that Trump end
this war, which never should have
started in the first place.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE SURVEILLANCE ACT

Mr. President, on FISA, Trump has
made it clear beyond a shadow of a
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doubt that he doesn’t care about our
national security and cares even less
about reauthorizing FISA. Trump has
embarrassed Republicans, pulled the
rug out from under them, and blown up
the FISA negotiations at every step.

Trump has lobbed a grenade into Jay
Clayton’s nomination. Insisted on
making his personal fixer, his own at-
tack dog, Bill Pulte, the Acting DNI.
And he is demanding to tie FISA to the
extreme SAVE Act to attack Ameri-
cans’ voting rights.

Trump is so hell-bent on taking away
Americans’ voting rights that he is
willing to put them in danger to do it.
Trump would rather have our intel-
ligence community go after his polit-
ical opponents than protect the Amer-
ican people.

Can Trump get any more reckless?

Make no mistake, Donald Trump is
holding America’s national security
hostage for his own political gain. Re-
publicans can point fingers at Demo-
crats all they want, but Trump has
himself owned up to blocking FISA.

Here is what he said, this is Donald
Trump:

I will not approve FISA . . .

We are canceling the Senate hearing . . .

[Blill Pulte will remain as the Acting Di-
rector of National Intelligence.

Trump will own any and all con-
sequences that come from his under-
mining America’s intelligence commu-
nity and our national security.

H.R. 6644

Mr. President, finally on housing,
Donald Trump may show Americans
how government should not function,
but our bipartisan housing bill shows
Americans how we should govern. The
housing shortage in the United States
is nothing less than an existential
threat to the American dream.

The fact that Democrats and Repub-
licans were able to come together on
the ROAD to Housing at a time of such
division shows just how dire America’s
housing crisis is today.

Americans feel financially stuck as
renting and buying a home keeps get-
ting more and more expensive and
more and more out of reach. One of the
most effective ways to meaningfully
lower housing costs for Americans is to
build more, build faster, and build ev-
erywhere.

The ROAD to Housing is a crucial
first step toward ending the afford-
ability crisis and ensuring Americans
don’t have to break the bank to keep a
roof over their head.

The legislation starts to tackle the
zoning and permitting bottlenecks that
have slowed construction from one end
of this country to the other. The bill
supports new manufactured and mod-
ular housing that makes building
cheaper, faster, and easier.

It also advances the effort to convert
blighted buildings into new housing.

Crucially, ROAD to Housing makes
sure institutional investors don’t
squeeze American families out of buy-
ing a home.

Now, let’s make no mistake about
it—ROAD to Housing isn’t the end of
the road; it is just the start.
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Congratulations to Senator WARREN
for her leadership on this bill and to all
my colleagues, both Democrat and Re-
publican, who supported it. I am
pleased we have seized this opportunity
to come up with a reasonable, bipar-
tisan solution to help the American
people—opportunities that have be-
come few and far between thanks to
the chaos coming out of the White
House.

This is how Americans want Congress
to govern.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority whip.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the
cloture motion with respect to the
House message to accompany H.R. 6644.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

H.R. 6644

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to say that Re-
publicans believe Americans who work
hard and who play by the rules deserve
to have a good life.

Republicans passed the Working
Families Tax Cut law to promote the
American dream.

Americans deserve to keep more of
what they earn. The Working Families
Tax Cut law put more money into their
pockets. It means financial relief not
just tomorrow but today.

Over 60 million Americans benefited
from at least 1 of the Republicans’ new
tax cuts. Tax refunds were supersized
this year. The Department of Treasury
has confirmed that 97 percent of Amer-
icans received a tax cut this year. They
went on to point out that the people
who benefited the most were Ameri-
cans earning less than $200,000 a year.
Republicans cut taxes for working fam-
ilies all across America. Families can
use the money however they want.
They can use it to pay down debt, to
cover everyday expenses, or to save for
the future.

Every single Democrat in this Cham-
ber—every single one of them—voted
against the Working Families Tax Cut
law. Democrats instead voted to raise
taxes by $4 trillion. Had Democrats
gotten their way, everything would
cost much more.

Democrats talk about affordability;
Republicans delivered. We delivered
more money into the pockets, the
purses, and the paychecks of the Amer-
ican people. For most Americans, this
money is for their families, not for the
government.

At the State of the Union, Americans
heard the story of a mother who
homeschools two children during the
day, and in the evening, she goes out
and waits tables. Her husband operates
heavy machinery, and he works a lot of
overtime. The Working Families Tax
Cut law was written for families like
theirs. The family is going to take
home an extra $5,000 this year. Why?
Well, no tax on tips, no tax on over-
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time, and the expanded child tax cred-
it—all three of those advantages passed
in the Working Families Tax Cut law.

The Working Families Tax Cut law
helps families today, and it builds more
opportunities for families tomorrow.
And this is only the beginning. This
week, the Senate is going to move to
address the cost of housing.

Buying a home in America costs too
much. Building a home in America
takes too long. Everyone from Presi-
dent of the United States to the mayor
of New York City agrees housing is too
expensive. Americans who want to buy
a home worry they won’t ever be able
to afford a home. That must change.

Today, the median age of first-time
home buyers is 38 years old. Young
Americans should not have to wait
nearly four decades to buy their first
home.

A headline from USA TODAY illus-
trates the problem. It says: ‘“Why is
housing so expensive? There simply
aren’t enough homes.” Supply and de-
mand.

Well, then, what is the reason there
aren’t enough homes? The reason is
burdensome government regulations.

Regulations account for a quarter of
the cost of a new home. This is the cost
of applying for zoning permits from the
local government, the county govern-
ment, and even the State government.
It causes delays and money expense.
There is the cost of studies on environ-
mental impact and on the impact on
traffic. There is the cost of energy effi-
ciency mandates for home appliances.
Then there is the cost of Federal work-
place regulations.

Of course, there is the cost of delay
created by all of these problems, all of
these regulations, many of which are
duplicative. By some estimates, regu-
lators add an extra $130,000 to the cost
of a home.

Fortunately, we have on the floor
this week a solution to unlock the
American dream. It is called the ROAD
to Housing Act. Senator TiM ScoTT of
South Carolina has led the effort.

This bipartisan bill includes dozens
of Member-driven policies. It is going
to increase the supply of housing, it
will lower the cost of housing, and it
will expand the ability of families to
own a home. It does all of this the
right way without imposing one-size-
fits-all Washington mandates.

The American dream should not be
regulated out of reach; it should be
within reach for every American will-
ing to work for it. And the Senate is
ready to get the ROAD to Housing Act
signed into law.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask for
consent for 10 minutes prior to the
scheduled vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today as the Senate takes the next im-
portant step toward passage of the 21st
Century ROAD to Housing Act.
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This legislation is probably the most
important bill Congress has passed in
decades to lower housing costs and
boost the construction of homes for
Americans.

We all know that without a safe,
comfortable, affordable place to live,
nothing in your life works—not your
job, not your family, not your edu-
cation, not your health. Our homes are
a source of stability and comfort and
dignity, and they give us the freedom
and the opportunity to build the lives
we want to live.

Today in America, people are trying
to figure out how to afford their lives
and how to hold it together as prices
skyrocket and paychecks aren’t keep-
ing up. Millions of people in big cities
and small towns and rural commu-
nities that we all represent stretch to
pay their mortgage or make their rent
payment. And the American dream of
owning your own home? It feels like a
pipe dream to working families. I hear
from young Minnesotans who tell me
they can’t even imagine a future where
they own their own home.

So why is this happening? There are
simply more people who need a place to
live than there are houses that people
can afford to rent or buy. And afford-
able places to live for people working
in low-wage jobs, for veterans, or for
folks living on a fixed income? We
don’t have nearly enough places for
these people to live.

The result is that the cost of housing
is soaring higher and higher. Over 22
million people in this country are pay-
ing more than 30 percent of their in-
come on rent, which means that they
don’t have enough money for the other
necessities in their lives. Over 12 mil-
lion people pay more than half of their
income on rent. In Minnesota alone,
there is a shortage of 100,000 affordable
homes.

Home ownership, as we have heard
today, is increasingly out of reach.
Mortgage payments are roughly 40 per-
cent higher than they were in 1990, and
that is even after adjusting for infla-
tion. And in the past few years, the me-
dian home price has reached $400,000.

So all of this is why the 21st Century
ROAD to Housing Act will make such a
difference. This bill will boost housing
supply by cutting redtape and empow-
ering local governments to make it
easier and less expensive to build good
places for people to live. It creates in-
centives for cities and towns to build
more housing. It removes regulatory
barriers to help streamline environ-
mental review and to speed up con-
struction and make it less expensive. It
strengthens existing programs that
help local communities address their
housing and infrastructure needs—es-
pecially when it comes to natural dis-
asters.

This bill also takes several important
steps to promote high-quality modular
and manufactured housing, including
doing away with outdated chassis re-
quirements for manufactured homes
that add thousands of dollars in costs
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but no value. And thanks to the impor-
tant work of Senator CORTEZ MASTO,
this bill will also help preserve and up-
grade manufactured home commu-
nities.

Very importantly, this bill cracks
down on large institutional investors
who swoop in, make all-cash offers on
homes, and then buy up single-family
homes as investments and rent them
back to people for a profit. Out-of-
State landlords have gobbled up homes,
leaving properties in disrepair, tenants
in the lurch, and jacking up the rent.

For the first time, in this bill, we are
banning big private investors from
buying up the American dream of home
ownership, because homes should be for
people, not corporations.

But I want to focus for a minute on
reforms in this bill to the Rural Hous-
ing Service to preserve over 400,000
very affordable homes in rural commu-
nities. This has been a project I have
been working on for quite a few years,
and I am so excited that it is included
in this big bill.

You know, I began working on this
issue when I first came to the Senate
over 8 years ago, and people in Min-
nesota were telling me that they
couldn’t find an affordable place to
live. Businesses were telling me that
housing shortages were making it im-
possible for them to recruit talent to
their communities. Mayors told me
that the housing shortage was hurting
the vitality of their communities.
Homebuilders were telling me it was
too complex and expensive to build new
homes.

In 2018, Senator SHAHEEN and I went
to work, and we figured out how the
USDA could do a better job of pre-
serving affordable rural housing.

Then, starting in 2022, when I became
chair of the Housing Subcommittee,
Senator MIKE ROUNDS and I started to
hold hearings that dug into the chal-
lenges that faced the Rural Housing
Service at the USDA.

The Rural Housing Service—a lot of
people probably haven’t heard of it, but
it has played a vital role across the
country for decades in helping to fi-
nance very affordable places for people
to live in rural communities. We are
talking about elders living on a fixed
income who want to stay in the places
where they raised their families. We
are talking about people living with
disabilities and working families, folks
working in low-wage jobs that can’t af-
ford a place to live.

Many of these properties built
through the Rural Housing Service
were built in the 1960s with the help of
Federal mortgages to finance them,
and often, they are literally the only
affordable place to call home in many
rural communities.

Today, all these years later, many of
these homes are in disrepair, and the
Rural Housing Service is in desperate
need of reform and modernization. So
Senator MIKE ROUNDS and I got to
work. Our bill, the Rural Housing Serv-
ice Reform Act, makes simple, com-
monsense improvements.
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We cut redtape to make it easier for
nonprofits to assume the mortgages of
these properties when the private sec-
tor can’t manage them anymore and
then go ahead and fix them up and pre-
serve them for low-income renters for
years to come.

It simplifies the foreclosure process
to save the government money and pro-
tect tenants so that properties can be
transferred to new owners.

It gives the Rural Housing Service
more capacity to work with local
banks on financing and helps them to
modernize their computer systems.

Here is what all this work can look
like. Last August, I visited the Maple-
wood Apartments in Saint Peter, MN,
which is a small and wonderful commu-
nity in southern Minnesota. Maple-
wood needed a lot of TLC to be a de-
cent place for people to live, and so
local nonprofits and public partners
joined together to fix it up.

I had a chance to see what this place
meant for its residents and one resi-
dent in particular, Lisa Gallegos, who
welcomed me to her new home in Ma-
plewood. Lisa told me about how in her
apartment she finally had the space to
be able to focus on her life instead of
worrying each month about how she
would make rent.

I have visited so many of these prop-
erties and heard from so many of these
residents about how important this is.

So this bill, our Rural Housing Serv-
ice Reform Act, which will be included
in the larger ROAD to Housing Act,
will recreate the success in Saint Peter
across the country, and 400,000 apart-
ments and homes in rural communities
will remain available, high quality,
and affordable.

I especially want to thank MIKE
ROUNDS, my colleague from South Da-
kota, for being such an excellent part-
ner and friend in this work.

I want to thank Senator SHAHEEN for
her work on preserving rural housing.

I also want to thank the many advo-
cates who helped us put this bill to-
gether. This has been a yearslong labor
of love, and with the 2lst Century
ROAD to Housing Act, we are going to
get it done.

The 21st Century ROAD to Housing
Act will do a lot of good. Of course,
there is always more work to do. There
will be more work to make it possible
so that, every day, every American will
have a home that they can afford, but
this bill is an incredible step forward.

I want to again thank Senator SCOTT
and Senator WARREN and their staffs
for their creativity and diligence and
optimism to put this bill together at a
time when Congress needs more bipar-
tisan work.

I also appreciate Representatives
WATERS and HILL for their partnerships
with the Senate to get this bill done.

Passing the 21st Century ROAD to
Housing Act will improve people’s lives
and help them afford a decent place to
live, and that is well worth our effort.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair
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lays before the Senate the pending clo-
ture motion, which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to
the Senate amendment to H.R. 6644, a bill to
increase the supply of housing in America,
and for other purposes, with amendment No.
5823.

John Thune, Tim Scott of South Caro-
lina, Katie Boyd Britt, Pete Ricketts,
John Barrasso, Bernie Moreno, Tim
Sheehy, Mike Crapo, Joni Ernst, John
Cornyn, Cindy Hyde-Smith, Jon
Husted, Mike Rounds, John Boozman,
Jim Banks, John R. Curtis, Lindsey
Graham.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
mandatory quorum call under rule
XXITI has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to H.R. 6644, a bill
to increase the supply of housing in
America, and for other purposes, with
amendment No. 5823, offered by the
Senator from South Dakota, Mr.
THUNE, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN)
and the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Ms.
ALSOBROOKS), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET), the Senator from
Delaware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER), the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN),
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) are necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 84,
nays 8, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 180 Leg.]

YEAS—84
Baldwin Gallego Merkley
Banks Gillibrand Moody
Barrasso Graham Moran
Blackburn Grassley Moreno
Blumenthal Hagerty Murkowski
Booker Hassan Murphy
Boozman Hawley Murray
Britt Heinrich Ossoff
Budd Hickenlooper Padilla
Cantwell Hirono Peters
Capito Husted Reed
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Ricketts
Collins Justice Risch
Coons Kaine Rosen
Cornyn Kennedy Rounds
Cortez Masto Kim Sanders
Cotton King Schatz
Cramer Klobuchar Schiff
Crapo Lankford Schmitt
Curtis Lujan Schumer
Daines Lummis Scott (SC)
Ernst Markey Shaheen
Fetterman Marshall Sheehy
Fischer McCormick Slotkin
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Smith Van Hollen Welch
Sullivan Warner Whitehouse
Thune Warnock Wicker
Tillis Warren Wyden
NAYS—8

Armstrong Lee Tuberville
Cruz Paul Young
Johnson Scott (FL)

NOT VOTING—8
Alsobrooks Duckworth Kelly
Bennet Durbin McConnell
Blunt Rochester  Hoeven

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 84, the
nays are 8.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, cloture on the motion to
concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment with an amend-
ment numbered 5823 is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Missouri.

————

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
REAFFIRMATION ACT OF 2026

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, on
July 4, 1776, 56 men crossed a line from
which there was no return. These men
knew the King they defied. They knew
the empire would come for them. They
knew the prisons that could hold them
and the gallows that could take them.
They had wives, children, homes,
names, property, and honor. They
signed anyway. They made a bold dec-
laration to the world that had never
been made before. It was, in fact, revo-
lutionary.

Our rights come from God. Govern-
ment rests on consent. Citizens are not
subjects. America is a nation. Those
truths made America possible, and
every generation that inherits America
must decide whether or not those
truths still command it. That is why I
rise today in support of repassing the
Declaration of Independence.

The declaration is America’s birth
certificate. It is the first great act of
an American union. It is the character
of a free people. It is the public oath by
which 13 Colonies became one Amer-
ican nation. It presupposes America is
one people, and that matters because a
people is more than a population. A
people has memory. A people has du-
ties. A people receives an inheritance
and decides whether to defend it.

The declaration is the public oath of
a people who knew it had received an
inheritance and would have to defend
it. It is an oath of liberty under God. It
is an oath of self-government under
law. It is an oath of one people bound
across generations, accountable to the
Creator, responsible for the Republic,
and charged to carry freedom forward.
That oath still binds us. That errand
has not expired.

America’s deepest crisis is a loss of
memory. We do not lack experts; we
lack fathers. We do not lack managers;
we lack patriots. We do not need more
people trained to administer decline.
We need citizens formed to love and de-
fend the good.
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The Constitution can divide power. It
cannot supply virtue. That is why the
declaration still matters. It tells every
King, every court, every Agency, every
President, every Congress, and every
officeholder the same exact thing: Your
power is borrowed. Your authority is
limited. Your office exists to serve a
people whose rights you did not create
and cannot erase.

A Congress that forgets the declara-
tion forgets why Congress has power at
all. The truths of the declaration en-
tered history through flesh-and-blood
men—men with names, men with fami-
lies, men with property, reputations,
and everything to lose.

Adams saw the break before others
would name it. Jefferson gave cause its
words. Franklin faced danger with wis-
dom and wit. Hancock signed with a
boldness that made caution look small.

They were men in danger. They acted
when delay would have been easy. They
acted when fear could have been
dressed up as prudence. They acted be-
cause the hour had arrived.

Heroes see that line. Then they cross
it. The first American heroes chose sa-
cred honor over safe submission. They
acted when the safe men counseled
waiting.

Heroes do not wait for permission
from the powerful. Heroes do not ask
whether courage is fashionable. Heroes
do not poll cowardice before obeying
duty. Liberty was won by men who
risked everything. America was born
from courage, conviction, duty, and
faith in almighty God.

The oldest lie in politics says that
the many exist for the few. The dec-
laration broke that lie. Once they
signed, the words had to travel. A dec-
laration made in the name of people
had to reach the people. Then the dec-
laration moved. Copies went out on a
rider. They entered churches, court-
houses, taverns, army camps, town
squares, and homes. The declaration
belonged to the people before it be-
longed to the archives.

Americans had to hear they were
free. They had to hear what freedom
would require. One of those copies
reached George Washington in New
York, where he was preparing to face
the empire the signers had defied. He
had it read aloud to the army. His men
already knew what they were fighting
for. They had left their farms, their
shops, their families, and their homes
because they knew liberty was worth
the cost.

But now Congress has spoken for the
country. Now their cause had been de-
clared before the world. The British
were coming. The army was raw, ex-
posed, and outmatched. So Washington
put the words before his men. He let
them hear from the voice of their own
Congress that they were no longer
fighting for grievances; they were
fighting for a nation of their own.

At Valley Forge, men endured be-
cause liberty demanded endurance.
They endured because their children
deserved more than submission. They
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endured because they knew a free peo-
ple could survive if courage did not
fail.

Patrick Henry said it best when he
gave his countrymen the choice every
free people eventually faces:

[Glive me liberty, or give me death!

The same fire moved beyond the
army. It entered the life of the people.
It traveled wherever Americans carried
the sense and cause of liberty. It moved
from hand to hand, from town to town,
from father to son, from battlefield to
courthouse, from pulpit to school-
house. Then it moved west.

As the American people moved west,
the Declaration moved with them. It
moved into river towns, frontier trails,
farms, churches, courthouses, and
homes.

I come from the great State of Mis-
souri. In Missouri, we know the Dec-
laration did not stay on the Atlantic
coast. It moved through St. Louis and
Jefferson City. It moved with Lewis
and Clark. It moved with Daniel Boone
and the frontier families who cut
homes out of the wilderness. It moved
with farmers and soldiers and preach-
ers, rivermen, mothers, fathers, shop-
keepers, builders, and pioneers.

It inspired the naming of Missouri
towns like Liberty, Independence, and
Defiance. Missouri is what the Declara-
tion looks like when it walks west and
builds a country.

America was made by people like
that, a nation that builds, a nation
that discovers, a nation that dares, a
nation that refuses to live on its knees.

Our ancestors did not fight, bleed,
freeze, build, plant, sail, preach, settle,
invent, and die so their descendants
could be taught to apologize for exist-
ing. That inheritance now rests in our
hands, and too many powerful voices in
this country teach the next generation
to receive it with suspicion instead of
gratitude.

We are done being ashamed of Amer-
ica.

We love our country. We honor the
men that built it. We give thanks for
the inheritance they placed in our
hands, and we intend to keep it. Amer-
ica 250 is a time to remember that in-
heritance and renew national pride.

We can see the damage in the num-
bers. A generation ago, American pride
was nearly universal. After 9/11, more
than 90 percent of Americans said they
were proud to be an American. Today,
Gallup puts that number at 58 percent.
PRRI puts it at 51 percent.

On the left, the collapse is even
sharper. Gallup found that only 36 per-
cent of Democrats are extremely or
very proud to be an American. I take
no pleasure in saying that. PRRI puts
Democrat pride at 31 percent. Only 28
percent of Democrats say they are
proud of America’s 250-year history.
Only 11 percent say America is the
greatest country in the world. Only 27
percent plan to display the American
flag this Fourth of July.

That is a national forgetting made
visible. Elite culture gives that damage
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a vocabulary. A recent essay in the
New Yorker Magazine set out to an-
swer the question: Is national pride
worth trying to salvage? It asks: Is pa-
triotism problematic?

The most revealing line in that essay
is its claim that patriotic education
means learning to forget. No serious
country—no serious country—can sur-
vive that kind of contempt for grati-
tude.

America does not need historical am-
nesia; America needs honest memory,
memory of sin and sacrifice, failure in
correction, courage in renewal, fathers
and sons, graves and glory, memories
strong enough to produce citizens.

That phrase reveals the deeper fight.
A fight over patriotism is a fight over
memory. Memory matters. A people
that forget its heroes will soon be ruled
by men who despise them.

A nation that sneers at its fathers
will leave its children orphans. A re-
public that mocks sacrifice will
produce citizens unworthy of freedom.
The dead, the living, and the unborn
are joined in one chain of obligation;
we receive before we create, we owe be-
fore we choose, we hand down what we
did not make.

That is why citizenship is not just
paperwork. That is why borders mat-
ter. That is why children matter. That
is why memory matters. That is why
the Declaration matters.

Memory carries authority with it. A
people that remembers its inheritance
also remembers its right to govern.
The Declaration says the people are
sovereign; no king, no queen, the peo-
ple.

The modern regime says the people
are a problem to be managed. That is
the fight. A great nation needs men
who can say what is true. The old
founding is enough. The question is
whether we are enough for it.

Calvin Coolidge gave that truth its
anniversary form 100 years ago. He
said:

If all men are created equal, that is final.
If they are all endowed with inalienable
rights, that is final. If governments derive
their just powers from the consent of the
governed, that is final.

And that is final. No real progress
moves beyond those truths. Every
movement away from them leads us
backwards.

Coolidge said that in America’s 150th.
We stand at the threshold of her 250th.
America 250 cannot become a fireworks
show arranged by people embarrassed
by their country. A nation cannot cele-
brate its birthday while forgetting why
it was born in the first place.

America 250 should tell the country
one thing: The founding was good, the
Declaration is true, and the American
people still have the right to govern
themselves. The American people are
real. The American flag is not a symbol
of shame. The American Nation is not
an administrative unit.

Our Republic is the greatest inherit-
ance ever placed in the hands of a free
people. We should act like it. We
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should speak like it. We should teach
like it. We should govern like it. That
is why Congress should act. That is
why the Declaration should be spoken
again from the center of American gov-
ernment.

America is the country of Washing-
ton’s army and Jefferson’s pen, of
Adams’ fire and Franklin’s wit, of Han-
cock’s signature and Henry’s thunder,
of Lexington and Concord, of the Dela-
ware crossing, of Valley Forge, of river
towns and frontier trails, of farms and
factories, of steeples and courthouses,
of soldiers and sheriffs, of mothers and
fathers, of sons and daughters who de-
serve a country of their own.

America lives because real people—
real people—carried a real inheritance

across real farms, frontiers, battle-
fields, churches, courthouses, and
graves. This is America: a nation, a

people, a place, a bold declaration, a
grand experiment, an inheritance, a
duty, a country with a soul.

That country is now in our hands. We
were asked to prove that the blood,
labor, prayer, sacrifice, and courage of
those who came before us were not
wasted on a generation too timid to
say what is true.

Let Congress repass the Declaration
of Independence. Let the American
people hear it again. Let the children
of this Republic learn that they are
heirs to heroes.

Let the enemies of this Republic
learn that Americans still know who
they are, and let this generation take
its place in the long line of patriots
who understood that freedom is inher-
ited only when it is fought for.

Mr. President, not withstanding rule
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of S. 4828, which is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGERTY). The clerk will report the
bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4828) to reaffirm the Declaration
of Independence as an Organic Law of the
United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHMITT. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed, and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 4828) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 4828

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Declaration
of Independence Reaffirmation Act of 2026°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On July 4, 1776, the Continental Con-
gress adopted the Declaration of Independ-
ence.
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(2) The Declaration of Independence an-
nounced that the United States of America
were free and independent States.

(3) The Declaration of Independence de-
clares that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights, and that govern-
ments derive their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed.

(4) The Declaration of Independence is rec-
ognized among the Organic Laws of the
United States.

(56) The Northwest Ordinance was adopted
by the Congress of the Confederation in 1787,
and was thereafter reenacted by the First
Congress in 1789, so that it could continue to
have full effect under the Constitution of the
United States.

(6) Congress has authority to recognize, re-
affirm, and carry forward the foundational
laws and principles of the American political
order.

(7) The 250th anniversary of American
independence calls upon Congress to reaffirm
the Declaration of Independence as the char-
ter of American sovereignty, natural rights,
equal citizenship, and government by con-
sent.

(8) The Constitution of the United States
gives lawful form and enduring structure to
the principles of republican self-government
announced in the Declaration of Independ-
ence.

(9) The Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution of the United States to-
gether establish a political order in which
the people are sovereign and public officers
are their servants.

(10) The Declaration of Independence pre-
supposes that Americans are ‘‘one people”’
with the right to govern themselves as a dis-
tinct political community, to preserve their
national independence, and to secure the
rights and liberties of their own citizens.
SEC. 3. REAFFIRMATION OF THE DECLARATION

OF INDEPENDENCE.

Congress reaffirms and re-adopts the Dec-
laration of Independence as an Organic Law
of the United States and as the enduring
charter of American independence, national
sovereignty, natural rights, equal citizen-
ship, and government by consent.

SEC. 4. TEXT OF THE DECLARATION OF INDE-
PENDENCE.

In commemoration of the 250th anniver-
sary of American independence, Congress
sets forth the text of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as follows:

“The unanimous Declaration of the thir-
teen united States of America,

“When in the Course of human events, it
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve
the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among
the Powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed, by their Creator, with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.—
That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the gov-
erned,—That whenever any Form of Govern-
ment becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the Right of the People to alter or abolish it,
and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles, and orga-
nizing its powers in such form, as to them
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should
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not be changed for light and transient
causes; and, accordingly, all experience hath
shewn, that mankind are more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to
right themselves, by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in-
variably the same Object, evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future security.—Such has been the pa-
tient sufferance of these Colonies; and such
is now the necessity which constrains them
to alter their former Systems of Govern-
ment. The history of the present King of
Great Britain is a history of repeated inju-
ries and usurpations, all having, in direct ob-
ject, the establishment of an absolute Tyr-
anny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

‘“He has refused his Assent to Laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the public
good.

‘“He has forbidden his Governors to pass
Laws of immediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation till his
Assent should be obtained; and, when so sus-
pended, he has utterly neglected to attend to
them.

‘“‘He has refused to pass other Laws for the
accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the
Right of Representation in the Legislature; a
right inestimable to them, and formidable to
tyrants only.

‘“He has called together legislative bodies
at places unusual, uncomfortable, and dis-
tant from the depository of their Public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

‘“He has dissolved Representative Houses
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness
his invasions on the rights of the people.

‘‘He has refused for a long time, after such
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of
Annihilation, have returned to the People at
large for their exercise; the State remaining,
in the meantime, exposed to all the dangers
of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

‘“‘He has endeavoured to prevent the popu-
lation of these States; for that purpose, ob-
structing the Laws for Naturalization of For-
eigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migrations hither, and raising the con-
ditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

‘“He has obstructed the Administration of
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary Powers.

‘‘He has made Judges dependent on his Will
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the
amount and payment of their salaries.

‘“He has erected a multitude of New Of-
fices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to
harass our People, and eat out their sub-
stance.

‘‘He has kept among us, in times of peace,
Standing Armies, without the Consent of our
legislatures.

‘“He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil
Power.

‘‘He has combined with others to subject
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our Constitu-
tion and unacknowledged by our Laws; giv-
ing his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:

“For quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

“For protecting them, by a mock Trial,
from punishment for any Murders which
they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

“For cutting off our Trade with all parts of
the world:
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“For imposing Taxes on us without our
Consent:

“For depriving us, in many cases, of the
benefits of Trial by Jury:

“For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences:

“For abolishing the free System of English
Laws in a neighbouring Province, estab-
lishing therein an Arbitrary government,
and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to render
it at once an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule into
these Colonies:

“For taking away our Charters, abolishing
our most valuable Laws, and altering fun-
damentally the Forms of our Governments:

“For suspending our own Legislatures, and
declaring themselves invested with power to
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

‘“‘He has abdicated Government here, by de-
claring us out of his Protection and waging
War against us.

‘““He has plundered our seas, ravaged our
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people.

‘‘He is, at this time, transporting large Ar-
mies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the
works of death, desolation, and tyranny, al-
ready begun, with circumstances of Cruelty
and Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.

‘‘He has constrained our fellow Citizens,
taken Captive on the high Seas, to bear
Arms against their Country, to become the
executioners of their friends and Brethren,
or to fall themselves by their Hands.

‘“He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on
the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless
Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare
is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes, and conditions.

“In every stage of these Oppressions, We
have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A
Prince, whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

“Nor have We been wanting in attentions
to our British brethren. We have warned
them, from time to time, of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them
of the circumstances of our emigration and
settlement here. We have appealed to their
native Justice and Magnanimity, and We
have conjured them, by the ties of our com-
mon kindred, to disavow these usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our con-
nections and correspondence. They, too, have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of con-
sanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in
the necessity which denounces our Separa-
tion, and hold them, as We hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

“We, therefore, the Representatives of the
united States of America, in General Con-
gress assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name and by the Au-
thority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these
United Colonies are, and of Right ought to
be, Free and Independent States; that they
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the Brit-
ish Crown; and that all political connection
between them and the State of Great Britain
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and
that, as Free and Independent States, they
have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and
do all other Acts and Things which Inde-
pendent States may of right do.

““And for the support of this Declaration,
with a firm reliance on the protection of di-
vine Providence, We mutually pledge to each
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other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sa-
cred Honor.”.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask
that the Senate proceed to executive
session and the Chair execute the order
with respect to the Holding nomination
at 1:45 p.m. today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of George Holding,
of North Carolina, to be United States
Director of the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

FATHER’S DAY

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
have come to this floor many times to
be able to talk about a lot of serious
policy issues, to be able to walk
through all different kinds of tax pol-
icy, energy policy, immigration policy.
We have worked through a lot of dif-
ferent issues on this floor, and I have
had the opportunity to be able to speak
on a lot of issues.

I don’t often take time just to be able
to pause and talk about a cultural
issue. I want to do that today.

This weekend, the Nation will pause
and celebrate Father’s Day. Now, this
will be the 116th year of celebrating
Father’s Day in America; the 54th year
since it was officially recognized as an
official Federal holiday.

It is kind of a big deal. Every human
being on Earth has a mom and a dad.
You may or may not know them, but it
does take two to tango, they say, and
every single person does have a mom
and a dad.

There are a lot of dads that are sepa-
rated, and there is a lot of disjointed-
ness. What we are watching in culture
is culture pushing back on men, to
challenge men to be better dads. I ap-
plaud a good thing that is happening in
culture with that.

We are literally seeing the statistics
on this. The numbers on it bear out.
Literally in this generation of dads
right now, they are three times more
likely to spend more time with their
kids than the dads during the 1960s.

It is an interesting shift that is hap-
pening. We have fewer dads out there,
but the dads that are there in America
are looking at their kids and saying: I
want to spend more time with them.

Good. We need more engaged dads.
Quite frankly, being a dad is a coura-
geous job and a challenging job but ex-
ceptionally important. And it is not
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just being a breadwinner, it is not just
being a disciplinarian, it is just being
there for their child.

I first want to say happy Father’s
Day to my own dad, but I also want to
be able to challenge all dads that are
out there to turn to your kids and to
rededicate again, not just this week-
end, but to rededicate again to actually
spending more time with your Kkids be-
cause healthy families are the most
basic building block of culture.

I have said it to people over and over
again: Healthy families make healthy
communities, make a healthy nation.

And when I hear people complain
about the status of where we are as a
nation, I have to tell you, the first
place that I look are dads and to say
how are dads doing because dads will
define a tremendous amount of the
strength of our Nation and the
strength of our culture.

If dads back away from their fami-
lies, families get weaker, communities
get weaker, the Nation gets weaker.

If dads are engaged with their kids
and with their families, the Nation
gets stronger, communities get strong-
er.

Now, it is not just me speaking on
this; I mean, you can go to any sta-
tistic that you want to be able to go to.
The research out there for youth and
adult offenders, between—depending on
a State and a place—between 70 per-
cent and 85 percent of incarcerated in-
dividuals do not have a dad in their
life. They came from fatherless homes.

Around 85 percent of the abortions
that happen in our country, year to
yvear, happen with a single mom when
no dad is around and no man is
around—85 percent. That is a woman
who is making an incredibly difficult
decision to take the life of the child,
often because she is afraid she will not
have the resources or the support to be
able to support this child, and so she
makes this decision to take the life of
a child instead.

I have a friend of mine that often
says behind every abortion is an irre-
sponsible man. Dads, dads are impor-
tant.

Now, it is not something we can leg-
islate, though I would tell you there
are initiatives that are out there.
Right now there is fatherhood.gov if
people want to go to that site that en-
courages ideas for dads. It is not just
up for Father’s Day, it is up all the
time. And people can go to father-
hood.org. Right now, the Ad Council is
running an ad campaign across the en-
tire country that just is called ‘“‘Be a
Good Dad Today.”

That is cultural encouragement on
these things. But there are also things
that we are working on as well: mar-
riage penalty, for instance, in our tax
law. If there are areas of our tax law
that actually give you greater benefit
not being married than married, those
things need to be fixed. And there are
several of those.

The Brookings Institute for years has
asked the most basic question: How
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does someone rise out of poverty? If
someone is born in poverty, how do
they rise out of poverty? For years,
they have done this study, and the
same three things rise up over and over
again every time they do this study: if
you graduate high school, if you have a
job of any type, and if you wait until
after marriage to have children. If
those three things are true, 97 percent
chance you rise out of poverty.

That is someone making good deci-
sions, and it allows the next generation
to also be successful as well. That is
just good tax policy to be able to
incentivize ways that we can keep fam-
ilies together and to encourage fami-
lies in that way.

The Trump administration has also
made some changes to be able to en-
courage more dads to make alimony
payments; if there is a divorce that
happens and a child is there, for the
dad to make sure he is providing ali-
mony.

It is incredibly important to that
woman, that mom, that is raising
those kids to still have the financial
support and for that dad to still show
his financial support, I hope, as well as
his love and encouragement to those
kids. The Trump administration is now
saying if a dad is not paying child sup-
port, they can’t get a passport, and if a
dad is not paying child support, they
can have their tax refund, if they are
getting that, withheld. Good for them
to be able to encourage that man to be
able to be responsible as well.

But, ultimately, you can’t legislate
being a good dad. That is a decision
that a man makes. Now, I would tell
you, I have talked to men, and they
have said: Hey, I didn’t have a man in
my life and so it is tough to be able to
learn how to do that.

I have talked to plenty of folks in
churches and in communities and
friends and neighbors that are just en-
couraging other dads to be able to be a
better dad. It is a good gift to the next
generation to be able to do that.

I will tell you this, pure and simple:
Every child needs a mom. Every child
needs a dad. There is no substitute.
Many people in this body know I am a
former youth pastor, and I would have
parents that came up to me all the
time and say: You are such an influ-
ence on my child for teaching and role
modeling. And I would say that is very
kind, but there is no influence that is
a bigger influence on a child than their
mom and dad. The path of their life
will be set by their mom or dad.

So dads should not think it is some-
body else’s responsibility; it is theirs.
If the next generation is going to be pa-
triotic, if the next generation is going
to love God, if the next generation is
going to make good decisions, if the
next generation is going to have a hard
work ethic, if the next generation is
going to learn to be kind, if the next
generation is going to stand up for
what is right, it is going to be because
a dad invested that into that child’s
life.
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So if you want to see the Nation
stronger, dads engage. That is what is
going to make the Nation stronger.
Every child needs a guide, a role model.
They need to see the courage and kind-
ness and strength of a dad.

They need more than just dad jokes.
They need a dad present. That is what
makes the biggest difference.

Could I just say from my own con-
text, the Scripture is full of conversa-
tions challenging dads to love their
children, and, quite frankly, children
to honor their parents. Let me just
give you a couple of them.

In Malachi 4:6.

It says: The role of the Prophet Eli-
jah was to turn the heart of the fathers
back to their children and the hearts of
the children to their fathers lest there
be a curse on the land.

What a clear statement: to turn the
hearts of the fathers back to their chil-
dren and the children to their father; if
not, there is a curse on the land.

And how about this one? Just a sim-
ple challenge from Paul, who, interest-
ingly enough, was not a dad but was
somebody that understood the impor-
tance there. Paul in Ephesians 6:4. It
says: Fathers don’t exasperate your
children. Don’t just push them, push
them, push them.

But instead he said: Bring them up in
the training and the admonition of the
Lord.

It is a very clear statement to dads
to say don’t just yell at your Kids;
train them on how to be able to love
God and love people, train them up in
the right way because if you want a
church and community and a family to
be better, dads need to be engaged with
their kids.

So happy Father’s Day to my dad,
happy Father’s Day to all the dads that
are out there. And if I can make just
the most simple cultural challenge, if
we really want a stronger nation, there
is no vote that we will take in this
body today that will make the Nation
stronger than just dads loving their
kids and spending time with them and
helping them know how to be able to
walk with God and live a patriotic life
and serve their family and community.
There is no vote we will take that will
help our Nation more than that.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

INSIDER TRADING

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, Ameri-
cans don’t appear to agree on very
much these days, but there is at least
one thing on which the American peo-
ple can agree; it is this thing that
brings the American people together.
Our citizens, no matter their politics,
don’t trust their leaders.

The list of institutions that Ameri-
cans have lost faith in is long. We
know this. We also know that Congress
is at the bottom. In fact, over 80 per-
cent of Americans disapprove of the job
we are doing in this building.

The legislative branch is the founda-
tion of representative government. It is
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urgent, it is essential that we earn the
trust of the American people back.

You see, we are charged with putting
the interests of our constituents over
our own interests. We are their voice.
And yet many of the people we rep-
resent believe we are failing to honor
that basic commitment.

It is no wonder many are losing faith,
losing trust. We are their voice. A faith
in government has eroded over decades.
There are many causes. A lot of fingers
can be pointed. There is plenty of
blame to go around.

And we know that the task of restor-
ing trust is going to be a long-term
project. But I am here today to argue
that there is an immediate step that
we need to take to restore a measure of
trust in this institution, and it is im-
minently achievable.

We can prevent its Members from
using their positions of public trust to
enrich themselves, to enrich their fam-
ilies, by banning stock trading among
Members of Congress.

You see, as lawmakers, we write and
pass bills that significantly impact the
market. We do it on a daily basis. We
sit on committees of jurisdiction that
oversee entire sectors of America’s
economy. We have access to briefings
and updates on a regular basis that
provide nonpublic market information.

There is little to prohibit Members of
Congress from using such privileged in-
formation to guide their personal se-
lection of stocks.

In fact, in the last two decades, Mem-
bers have made trades conspicuously
timed around market-moving events,
events shaped by information they had
access to or legislation that they
helped advance. Of course, this creates
a direct conflict of interest between
public duty and personal financial in-
terest. And it is also a troubling double
standard.

Most people say isn’t insider trading
a Federal crime for all Americans? And
it is, but when it comes to Members of
Congress trading on information
gained through public service, enforce-
ment is quite rare and very difficult to
police.

So it is no wonder many Americans
are convinced that the market is
rigged for a privileged set of citizens
who can manipulate it for their gain.

Now, to be fair, in 2012, Congress
made some headway in addressing this
unfairness. They passed the STOCK
Act. This law, get this, mandates that
lawmakers report stock trades over
$1,000 within 30 days of the transaction.
But the enforcement mechanism and
initial fine of a mere $200 is virtually
toothless.

So, the underlying problem remains,
and it should not. Today, roughly 200
Members of Congress own shares in
publicly traded companies.

Many of them, most of them, are
good people. They are ethical people.
They came here for all the right rea-
sons, and many have not lost their
way. And among those 200 Members,
many sit on committees that craft pol-
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icy for and conduct oversight on the
very industries in which they invest.

In an era of deep partisanship, most
Americans—no matter their political
beliefs, their party, their underlying
ideology, the geography in which they
live, their gender, their age—they see
this as a problem. How much of a prob-
lem?

Well, according to a survey con-
ducted by the University of Maryland’s
School of Public Policy, 86 percent of
our population supports a prohibition
on congressional stock trading.

There aren’t many issues like this. In
a divided America, this could unify
America. Our Congress could be unified
by exercising the will of the American
people and banning Members of Con-
gress from trading stocks.

What do Republicans say? Mr. Presi-
dent, 87 percent of Republicans think
this is a problem, think we should ban
Members of Congress from trading
stocks. You go across the country, al-
most 9 out of 10 Republicans you talk
to will say we should do it.

And why have we not? What about
Democrats? Mr. President, 87—88 per-
cent, rather, of Democrats, almost 9
out of 10. Independents—81 percent.

So, listen, there are two bills that we
already have. I don’t need to draft a
new bill. Let’s recognize our col-
leagues’ handiwork and get something
important done.

Two bills that would accomplish this
in the U.S. Senate: The first bill, the
Stop Insider Trading Act, would just
prevent Members of Congress, their
spouses, and their dependent children
from trading individual stocks, and it
would strengthen disclosure and en-
forcement requirements. And unlike
current law, the bill would impose
meaningful financial penalties for vio-
lations. Under this bill, lawmakers who
fail to comply with the law’s mandates
would be fined the greater of $2,000—
probably still not enough but enough
maybe to get it passed through the
Senate; we can increase it later—be
fined the greater of $2,000 or 10 percent
of the investment value, plus the for-
feiture of any net gain realized from
the sale.

The second bill, the Restore Trust in
Congress Act, would prohibit Members
of Congress from trading individual
stock. It would establish guidelines for
Members to divest existing holdings
within a defined period. It would also
empower congressional ethics offices to
enforce compliance through meaning-
ful penalties.

Now, look, there is no easy or quick
way to restore complete trust in Con-
gress, faith in this essential institution
of democratic government. But prohib-
iting Members of Congress from
leveraging their positions of public
trust for personal enrichment would go
a long way. I think most Americans
would acknowledge that it would be a
meaningful step toward that goal.

Passing these bills will ensure stock
trading comes to an end in Congress
and help restore trust in us, those who
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serve. I would even call it—as a per-
sonal matter, it would be a gesture of
self-respect for politicians to embrace
this reform. It is what the people we
represent want.

So I just ask my colleagues: Let us
be beyond reproach. Let us avoid all
appearances of impropriety. Let us not
disappoint the American people again.
It is time to ban Members of Congress
from trading stock.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

IRAN

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, last
night, I read the memorandum of un-
derstanding between the United States
and Iran. I read it twice. And for what
it is worth, here is my conclusion: I
think we ought to give peace a chance.
And that is all I am saying today. You
are entitled to your opinion, but all I
am saying today is I think we ought to
give peace a chance.

I have—all week long, even before the
memorandum came out—I have heard
all the speculation about the agree-
ment, the rank speculation. I have lis-
tened to people say: Well, I don’t like
this, and I don’t like that; or this is in
it and it shouldn’t be and this isn’t in
it and it should be; and if we do this,
this is going to happen.

And it is all rank speculation. The
people offering these points of view, to
which they are entitled, they are not
clairvoyant. They are not any more
clairvoyant than I am. Just like me,
they have to wait for the future, like
everybody else.

Here is what I see in the document.
The only certainty, the only practical,
real consequence of this document is
that for 60 days America has removed
its blockade of the Strait of Hormuz.
And for 60 days, Iran has removed its
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz,
which means ships containing oil and
natural gas and fertilizer can go back
and forth just like they were before the
conflict started.

The other practical consequence is
that Iran will be able to start selling
its oil again for 60 days.

The other thing that we are certain
of is that, as a result of this agree-
ment, the price of oil is going down.
And as a result of that, the price of
gasoline is going down.

And as a result of the Strait of
Hormuz being opened, the price of fer-
tilizer, for example, and other com-
modities that go back and forth
through the Strait of Hormuz are com-
ing down, and that is a good thing.

And that is all we know. That is all—
that is the only practical consequence
of this document.

Now, in the document, Iran says that
it is willing to negotiate for 60 days to
get rid of its fissile material that it can
use to make a nuclear weapon, includ-
ing, but not limited to, its centrifuges
that it uses to enrich the uranium.

And in the document, Iran says: We
are willing to renounce our desire to
have a nuclear weapon.
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And in the document, Iran says: For
60 days, we are willing to negotiate
some sort of inspection protocol so
that the world can go in and make sure
that Iran is telling the truth.

They have got 60 days to do it—not
160, not a year. They have got 60 days.
And President Trump has said if they
don’t do it, I think his expression was:
I'll start dropping bombs on their head
again.

That is the other thing that we
know. Now, this might be a good time
to say that—as I have said all week and
as I have said in another context be-
fore—I trust the Iranian Government
like I trust gas station sushi.

The Iranian Government—not the
Iranian people—the Iranian Govern-
ment are a bunch of religious nuts.
Their religion tells them that if you—
if you and I or anybody—don’t agree
with all the tenets of their religion,
that they want to kill you and hurt
you the entire time you are dying.

As far as I am concerned, if your reli-
gion tells you, in order to be devout,
you have to kill somebody, you prob-
ably ought to get another religion.

My experience with the Iranian Gov-
ernment—not the Iranian people—is
that they lie like they breathe. They
lie like fish swim. They learned to lie
before they could—before they learned
to talk.

But you know what, they have got 60
days to prove otherwise. Sixty days—
not 160, not a year. They have got 60
days to prove otherwise. And if they
don’t prove it, the bombing is going to
start again.

I heard President Trump say it last
night, big as Dallas, right there on tel-
evision: They got 60 days. And if they
don’t do it, if they are jacking me
around, I am going to start bombing
again.

The other thing that I am certain of
today is that Iran is immeasurably
weaker than it was a year ago, than it
was before the United States and Israel
bombed their nuclear facilities last
June, and before the conflict that we
have watched transpire over the last
couple of months—immeasurably
weaker.

There are whole swathes of Iran that
look like the aftermath of a bar brawl.
There are entire regions in Iran that
look like something out of ‘“‘Mad Max”’
4. We have bombed the living bejesus
out of them. We haven’t destroyed all
their missiles, but we have destroyed a
bunch of them. We have destroyed
their weapons production factories. We
have destroyed their entire navy. We
have destroyed a lot of their drones.
We have just given them a curb stomp-
ing. Hated to do it, but we did what we
have to do.

The private sector—Iran has got—I
don’t know how anybody is eating or
living in Iran. They have got 70 percent
inflation, huge unemployment.

In Iran today—and I regret this, but
it had to be done. In Iran today, its
public and private sectors are held to-
gether with spit and duct tape, and all
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the President has done is said: OK. For
60 days, I am going to give peace a
chance and give you a chance to do
what you say you are going to do.

It is 60 days. That is it. I hope it
works out, but I have my doubts. The
President is taking a big risk here, and
he has been roundly criticized by my
Democratic friends, which I don’t real-
ly get.

You know, since the conflict started,
my Democratic colleagues have been
offering bill after bill after bill to stop
the conflict and to take the authority
away from the executive branch and
prosecute. I don’t know how many bills
it has been—a squillion. It has been bill
after bill after bill. They haven’t
passed. But now that the President has
done it, the Democrats are unhappy.

I was reading the New York Times
this morning. I mean, they are just
bashing this agreement which they
have been asking for. Now, I don’t
mean any disrespect, but I discount
what is in the New York Times because
I know the folks running the New York
Times, and the folks running the New
York Times hate Republicans as much
as the Devil loves sin. The New York
Times and the people running the New
York Times would endorse a dead ar-
madillo over a live Republican if the
dead armadillo had a ‘D’ behind its
name. That is just the way it is. I get
it. They are entitled to their opinion.
The New York Times has been called
many things—some good, some bad—
but they have never been called unbi-
ased. That is just a fact that goes with
the turf. Once again, this is America—
you are entitled to your opinion.

But I wanted to come down this
morning to say that I think we ought
to give peace a chance. I think we
ought to give peace a chance. It is only
60 days, and we are just going to have
to trust the President on this one. We
will know soon, and I hope it works. I
hope our giving peace a chance makes
peace possible.

My work here is done. I can see my-
self out.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

MODERNIZATION, ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, AND PLANNING FOR
BROADBAND FUNDING ACT

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise
today to discuss an issue that is near
and dear to the State of Nebraska and
to rural America, and that is the issue
of closing the digital divide for
unserved and underserved commu-
nities.

My husband Bruce and I raised our
family on a cattle ranch near Valen-
tine, NE, so I know what it means to
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live in a community where reliable
internet is a luxury—it is not a given—
and I know the opportunities rural
America is missing as a result, from
education and telehealth to entrepre-
neurship and precision agriculture.

Over the past decade, Congress has
provided tens of billions of dollars for
hundreds of programs administered by
more than a dozen Federal Agencies.
The centerpiece of that investment was
the BEAD Program—a more than $40
billion broadband deployment initia-
tive included in the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act, and it was en-
acted into law nearly 5 years ago.

As part of that legislation, I worked
in a bipartisan fashion with Senator
CORTEZ MASTO to create the Broadband
Funding Map—an FCC tool that pro-
vides a public overview of broadband
infrastructure deployment projects
that are funded with Federal dollars.
But now we must ask, are those dollars
making a difference for the families,
for the businesses, and for the commu-
nities that need them the most? The
American people, Federal Agencies,
and broadband providers deserve clar-
ity so they can make informed deci-
sions about where additional invest-
ment is needed. This will also help
avoid duplicative Federal funding.

Since then, we have identified a need
for fresh oversight of the FCC’s man-
agement of this tool. That is why Sen-
ator CORTEZ MASTO and I introduced
the MAP for Broadband Funding Act.
At its core, this bill is about account-
ability. It will strengthen oversight of
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion and direct it to review how usable
and accurate that map really is for the
public and also for providers. It also
tasks the Government Accountability
Office with ensuring Federal Agencies
are reporting information correctly. If
the map is flawed, then the billions of
dollars that are tied to it risk missing
the mark.

I am proud that this bipartisan bill
cleared the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee unanimously in February. Now
it is time for the full Senate to pass it
too. Americans will be better con-
nected and better served because of it.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 407, S. 2585.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2585) to modernize and improve
the Broadband Funding Map in order to pro-
mote the most efficient use of Federal funds
for broadband deployment, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Modernization,
Accountability, and Planning for Broadband
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Funding Act” or the
Funding Act’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(4) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives.

(2) BROADBAND FUNDING MAP.—The term
“Broadband Funding Map’’ means the Deploy-
ment Locations Map, as defined in section
60105(a) of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (47 U.S.C. 1704(a)).

(3) BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term
“broadband infrastructure’’ has the meaning
given that term in section 60105(a) of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C.
1704(a)).

(4) COMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission”
means the Federal Communications Commission.

(5) NTIA.—The term ‘“NTIA’’ means the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information Ad-
ministration.

SEC. 3. BROADBAND FUNDING MAP MODERNIZA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, in coordi-
nation with NTIA, shall collect data submitted
for the Broadband Funding Map by relevant
Federal agencies on a reasonable and timely
basis pursuant to section 60105(d) of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C.
1704(d)), in order to promote the most efficient
use of Federal funds for broadband deployment
and prevent inefficient use or fragmentation of
Federal funding for broadband infrastructure.

(b) INQUIRY.—

(1) NOTICE OF INQUIRY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), not later than 270 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commission shall ini-
tiate a motice of inquiry concerning the optimum
functionality and transparency of the
Broadband Funding Map, including the quality
and completeness of the data populated to the
Broadband Funding Map.

(B) REQUEST FOR VOTE.—Any Commissioner
may request a vote at the Commission level prior
to the initiation of a notice of inquiry required
under subparagraph (A). Upon such request,
the notice of inquiry required under subpara-
graph (A) may not proceed unless a majority of
the Commissioners vote to approve the notice of
inquiry.

(2) EVALUATION CONSIDERATIONS.—In the in-
quiry, the Commission shall include evaluation
of the following considerations:

(A) The adequacy with which Federal agen-
cies have been able to collect and submit the re-
quired categories of data pursuant to section
60105(d) of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (47 U.S.C. 1704(d)) to date.

(B) The usability of such existing categories of
data described in subparagraph (A) to the pub-
lic, and whether any category should be added,
eliminated, or otherwise altered for improved
user experience.

(C) The timeliness of periodic updates from
Federal agencies to the Broadband Funding
Map pursuant to section 60105(e) of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C.
1704(e).

(D) Whether the scope of programmatic data
to be reported to the Broadband Funding Map
pursuant to section 60105(d)(1) of the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C.
1704(d)(1)) should be expanded.

(E) Whether third-party mapping data should
be incorporated to improve the functionality
and transparency of the Broadband Funding
Map.

(F) Any manners in which the Commission
should potentially augment or streamline the
Broadband Funding Map with existing Commis-
sion mapping tools.

“MAP for Broadband
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(3) COMPLETION.—Not later than 120 days
after the initiation of the inquiry under para-
graph (1), the Commission shall complete the in-
quiry.

SEC. 4. GAO STUDY AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall—

(1) conduct a study on the roles, responsibil-
ities, and progress to date of Federal agencies to
maintain the Broadband Funding Map and en-
sure the completeness and continued relevance
of the Broadband Funding Map; and

(2) submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the study under para-
graph (1) that includes the findings and conclu-
sions of the Comptroller General.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the study
required under subsection (a), the Comptroller
General shall review the following:

(1) The extent to which each eligible Federal
agency is submitting programmatic data to the
Broadband Funding Map adequately and in
compliance with section 60105 of the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act (47 U.S.C. 1704),
including identification of any—

(A) successful best practices in submitting
such data to the Commission; and

(B) challenges resulting in incomplete data
submissions from an agency or individual pro-
gram to the Commission.

(2) The proficiency of the Commission’s man-
agement of the Broadband Funding Map and
related interagency collaboration.

(3) Whether the Commission has sufficient au-
thority to collect the necessary data from Fed-
eral agencies to populate the Broadband Fund-
ing Map.

(4) The respective data collection efforts of
NTIA pursuant to the ACCESS BROADBAND
Act (47 U.S.C. 1307) and section 60105 of the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act ( 47 U.S.C.
1704).

(5) The effectiveness of coordination among
the Commission, NTIA, and other relevant Fed-
eral agencies that provide funding for
broadband infrastructure deployment, including
the Department of Agriculture, the Department
of Health and Human Services, the Department
of the Treasury, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, and the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services, pursuant to section
60105(g) of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (47 U.S.C. 1704(g)).

(6) How enhanced wuse of the Broadband
Funding Map by relevant Federal agencies
could improve taxrpayer savings.

(7) The feasibility and potential benefits of in-
corporating third-party mapping data into the
Broadband Funding Map.

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be agreed to and that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mrs. FISCHER. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the bill having been read the
third time, the question is, Shall the
bill pass?

The bill (S. 2585), as amended, was
passed.

Mrs. FISCHER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
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considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. FISCHER. I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 554

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
think it is virtually undisputed, among
people who are not on fossil fuel’s pay-
roll, that climate change is real. Ear-
lier this year, I came to the floor, and
I asked my colleagues if they could all
agree on that simple, scientific fact.
Well, unfortunately, they could not.

So I came back. I returned to the
floor in hopes that my Republican col-
leagues could, at least, agree to some
of the simple truths that make up the
bigger picture of climate change. I
asked if we could agree, for instance,
that sea levels are rising due to carbon
emissions—again, essentially zero dis-
pute on that fact in the scientific com-
munity—but Republicans objected.

I asked if we could agree that oceans
are warming. Oceans are warming by
multiple zettajoules. That is a number
with 21 zeros behind it. It is a massive,
massive measured scientific fact. And
yet Republicans sent someone to the
floor to object.

Again, there is essentially no non-
fossil fuel-funded science disputing any
of this. And I have to put the fossil
fuel-funded science in air quotes be-
cause it is not real science. It is just
designed to look like science and tell a
lie in scientific vocabulary.

So if the environmental realities are
too much for the Senate to acknowl-
edge, perhaps my colleagues will at
least recognize the economic threats
that are emerging.

So here is today’s simple truth: Cli-
mate change is driving up the cost of
homeowners insurance. Can we agree
on that?

Well, let me break down why we
should agree on that. Climate change
drives extreme weather disasters, in-
cluding hurricanes and floods and
wildfires. Disasters like those destroy
homes and destroy infrastructure, and
all that destruction carries a heavy
cost.

Before the Trump administration
stopped the practice in 2025, NOAA—
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration—actually used to track
the costs of this destruction every
year. Thanks to NOAA, we have all this
data going back that shows that cli-
mate disasters and climate costs have
been increasing—quite dramatically,
actually.

This chart draws on NOAA data from
before 2025 and other aggregated data
since that, and it shows that the in-
crease in climate change-driven weath-
er has been very notable between 1980
and today—from here up to here.

Costs of the disasters spike in par-
ticular years, depending on the type of
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disasters and where the impacts oc-
curred. Hurricanes Harvey, Maria, and
Irma made 2017—here, that—the cost-
liest year on record. But setting aside
the spikes, the average cost is steadily
increasing, along with the frequency of
disasters.

And these costs fall first where? On
the insurance companies.

In 2023, insurers lost money in 18 of 50
States. That is an increase from 12
States b years previously and 8 States
in 2013—8 to 12 to 18. The losses to in-
surers are also increasing.

To offset these climate-driven losses,
insurance companies raised their pre-
miums. And, sure enough, from 2013 to
2022, home insurance premiums more
than doubled, rising to be over 20 per-
cent of mortgage payments, on aver-
age.

When a family starts with a pretty
big payment like their home insurance
payment and it then doubles, that is a
big hit to the family’s finances.

We know this increase isn’t just in-
flation because insurance premiums
are increasing 40 percent faster than
inflation. We know that this cost in-
crease is driven by climate change, and
we know it because the numbers don’t
lie. You can look at the areas with the
highest climate risk, and you see that
the cost increases most in those coun-
ties, the ones at most risk from cli-
mate change. The largest increases in
insurance rates between 2014 and 2023
happened in the highest climate risk
areas—obvious and true.

In high-risk States like Florida and
Louisiana, premiums are estimated to
average more than $14,000 and $11,000
respectively. That is not by accident.
That is because those low-lying States
are being hammered by increasingly
violent and wet storms and hurricanes,
combined with rising sea levels. Both
phenomena are driven by climate
change.

Higher home insurance means less
money to spend on household essen-
tials like groceries and gas, which are
already more expensive than ever.

But higher insurance rates are not
actually a family’s worst-case scenario.
The worst-case home insurance sce-
nario for a family is nonrenewal. More
and more, in high climate risk counties
across the country, insurance compa-
nies, unwilling to take on this addi-
tional risk, are refusing to insure
homes at all. This is a nightmare for
homeowners.

First of all, you have the enormous
hassle of having to go out and find new
insurance, which probably costs more
and is worse. But also, most lenders
won’t approve a mortgage unless the
borrower also purchases insurance. And
if the home is uninsurable, guess what.
The home is unmortgageable, and an
unmortgageable home is almost inevi-
tably an unsellable home.

When you lose your insurance, lend-
ers may also force place a new home in-
surance policy on you to replace the
policy that was canceled. Force-placed
insurance obviously protects first the
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lender’s interest, not the homeowner’s
property, and it almost always costs
much, much more, and it covers less.
And it is added to the mortgage pay-
ment, and that can be a huge financial
blow to a family.

All of this added cost and risk means
that climate change is dragging down
home equity value, undermining the
primary driver of wealth appreciation
for America’s middle class, and, by the
way, reducing property tax revenue for
things like schools and public safety
and basic services provided by local
government.

The bottom line here is that climate
risk has moved from the science de-
partment to the economics depart-
ment, and it has landed hard in home
insurance, and Americans are paying
the price.

So as if in legislative session and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
be discharged, and the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 554; further, that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Wyoming.

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, this resolution
asks us to accept, without scrutiny,
that correlation equals causation.

It is true that premiums are rising,
but this Senate deserves an honest ac-
counting of why. Replacement costs
are up because Biden-era climate regu-
lations drove up the price of lumber,
appliances, and labor—regulations the
Trump administration is now working
to unwind because of the damage they
did.

When it costs more to build a home,
it costs more to insure one. That is not
a climate story. It is a policy failure
story.

If we are serious about lower pre-
miums, the answer is simple: Build
more homes that people can afford.

Every regulation that makes con-
struction more expensive means fewer
homes are built. Constrained supply
drives up values, and higher home val-
ues mean higher premiums. That is not
a partisan talking point. That is eco-
nomics.

We don’t need more climate man-
dates. We need more housing. And we
can start by getting the 21st Century
ROAD to Housing Act to the Presi-
dent’s desk.

The resolution being offered today of-
fers us a bumper sticker. American
homeowners deserve real solutions.

With that, Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
would just point out briefly in response
to my distinguished colleague that an
entire industry understands that cli-
mate risk is driving homeowners insur-
ance.
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The home insurance industry is actu-
ally under both a business model re-
quirement and a fiduciary legal obliga-
tion to do its very, very best to predict
risk, figure out what is driving that
risk, and act accordingly.

For that reason, we had the president
of Aon testify in the Budget Com-
mittee about how climate risk is dam-
aging insurance markets. We have an
editorial by a board member of the big-
gest insurance company in the world,
Allianz. We have warnings from the
risk manager—former risk manager—
of Goldman Sachs. We have warnings
from the former head of the Bank of
England, now the Prime Minister of
Canada. We have warnings from the
Home Mortgage Association. We have
warnings from the international Finan-
cial Stability Board.

There is an enormous amount of very
solid and responsible data that comes
not out of the environmental commu-
nity but out of the financial commu-
nity warning about the looming great
climate insurance collapse. And if we
refuse to pay attention to it, we will
fail in our duties.

I yield the floor.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Hawaii.

TRIBUTE TO RHODA MAGBITANG AND LEE ANNE
WONG

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I join
everyone in Hawaii in congratulating
chefs Rhoda Magbitang and Lee Anne
Wong on their recent wins on ‘“Top
Chef” and ‘‘Last Chef Standing.”” Both
chefs displayed incredible skill and per-
severance in their respective competi-
tions and showcased what makes Ha-
waii’s food scene so special, with our
unique blend of cultures and cuisines. I
continue to think Hawaii is among the
best eating places on the planet. I am
so proud of both of them.

Chef Magbitang, who was born and
raised in the Philippines and now lives
in Waimea on the Big Island, paid trib-
ute to her roots, sharing her take on
classic Filipino dishes that she grew up
eating.

Meanwhile, Chef Wong completed 24
challenges in 24 hours, winning with an
ahi tuna dish prepared in a French-Jap-
anese fusion style. Chef Wong’s res-
taurant, Papa’aina at the Pioneer Inn
in Lahaina, was destroyed in the fires 3
years ago, but her cooking, infused all
over with local ingredients and
produce, lives on at Koko Head Cafe on
O’ahu.

We are so lucky to have her and Chef
Magbitang and so many other out-
standing chefs who make Hawaii, Ha-
waii.

Congratulations on your wins. You
have made Hawaii proud.
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TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, $600 mil-
lion to build a ballroom at the White
House, $100 million to build a trium-
phal arch, $250 million to renovate the
Kennedy Center, $60 million to host a
UFC fight on the south lawn of the
White House—these are the things
Donald Trump is putting his time and
energy into right now, along with a
whole lot of taxpayer money.

Meanwhile, gas is more than 4 bucks
a gallon nationally and $5.58 in Hawaii,
grocery prices keep going up, elec-
tricity bills are through the roof, mil-
lions of Americans don’t have health
insurance at all this year, and rents
and mortgages are almost impossible
to keep up with.

This is not a question of whether you
like sports or monuments. I like
sports. I like UFC. I think the Capital
City of the most powerful Nation in the
history of the world should be beautiful
and modern and vibrant. But that is
not the point. This is a President who
is so thoroughly distracted with his
own personal pet projects that he has
no time to do anything to lower prices
and fix people’s actual problems. It is
not that these are events that have
overtaken his agenda—this is his agen-
da. These are his initiatives that he
came up with that he is excited about.

It is plainly obvious that Donald
Trump is distracted with things that
have nothing to do with regular peo-
ple’s lives, but you don’t have to take
my word for it. Last week, after infla-
tion reached the highest level in 3
years, he said:

I love the inflation.

After a few weeks, as a war of his
own making was ravaging people’s pay-
checks, he said:

I don’t think about Americans’ financial
situation.

“I don’t think about Americans’ fi-
nancial situation.”

This is not making a partisan accusa-
tion; those are his words.

People all across the country are eat-
ing less and driving less and saving less
and seeing the doctor less because of
his actions—wars, tariffs, tax cuts for
billionaires paid for by cutting working
people’s healthcare—and yet all he can
think about is where his next military
adventure might be or what new monu-
ment he can build for himself.

It is not hard to imagine a focused
and energetic President who exerts
their authority to make people’s lives
better, easier, more affordable, more
fulfilling. And in the past, even when
we didn’t agree with the President
from the other party on solutions, at
least we agreed on the problems; at
least we agreed on what a Presidency
was for—but not this President.

The problem was never that the Ken-
nedy Center was too woke. The prob-
lem was never that gas was too cheap.
No one woke up thinking ‘“‘Gee, I wish
we were involved in more wars’” or
“Man, I really ought to be throwing
bigger parties for the President’s 80th
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birthday.” No one asked for this. I
want to be clear. No one asked for
this—not the people who elected Don-
ald Trump the second time, not the
people who voted against Donald
Trump the second time. No one asked
for this. No one wants this. But we do
have a President who is at the end of
his political career, and with nothing
to lose electorally, all he can think
about is himself and his legacy—not
you.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. BRITT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the previously
scheduled rollcall vote begin imme-
diately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON HOLDING NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Holding nomination?

Mrs. BRITT. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN),
the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL), the Senator from Florida
(Mrs. MooDY), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), and the Senator
from Alabama (Mr. TUBERVILLE).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN) would have voted ‘“‘yea’.

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the
Senator from Maryland (Ms.
ALSOBROOKS), the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. BENNET), the Senator from
Delaware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER), the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN),
the Senator from Arizona (Mr. KELLY),
and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
KiMm), are necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 48,
nays 39, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 181 Leg.]

YEAS—48
Armstrong Cotton Hawley
Banks Cramer Husted
Barrasso Crapo Hyde-Smith
Blackburn Cruz Johnson
Boozman Curtis Justice
Britt Daines Kennedy
Budd Ernst Lankford
Capito Fischer Lee
Cassidy Graham Lummis
Collins Grassley Marshall
Cornyn Hagerty McCormick
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Moreno Rounds Sullivan
Murkowski Schmitt Thune
Paul Scott (FL) Tillis
Ricketts Shaheen Wicker
Risch Sheehy Young
NAYS—39
Baldwin Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal King Schatz
Booker Klobuchar Schiff
Cantwell Lujan Schumer
Coons Markey Slotkin
Cortez Masto Merkley Smith
Fetterman Murphy Van Hollen
Gallego Murray Warner
Gillibrand Ossoff Warnock
Hassan Padilla Warren
Heinrich Peters Welch
Hickenlooper Reed Whitehouse
Hirono Rosen Wyden
NOT VOTING—13
Alsobrooks Hoeven Moran
Bennet Kelly Scott (SC)
Blunt Rochester Kim Tuberville
Duckworth McConnell
Durbin Moody

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. MORENO assumed the Chair.)

(Mr. GRAHAM assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). The Senator from New Jer-
sey.

FARM BILL

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I want
to talk about a real crisis in America
that we are not talking enough about.
We have a farm crisis going on in the
United States of America. It is facing
our entire country. It is facing our
rural areas, and it is facing some of the
most noble Americans in our country
who are part of a great tradition and a
great heritage that is vital to all
Americans.

We are in the midst of a farm crisis,
and we are in the midst of a nutrition
crisis. And despite the need for Con-
gress to step up to this moment, to
meet this crisis, and pass a bold farm
bill, it is not happening right now.

Since we passed our last farm bill in
2018, we have lost over 150,000 farms—
most of them small farms. That is an
average of 51 farms we have lost every
single day for the past 8 years. And the
farmers who have managed to hang on
are telling me that the economics of
farming simply do not work for them
anymore, and they fear that we are on
the brink of another 1980s-type of farm
crisis.

I am hearing more and more now
from farmers about the reality that
most of them have to seek off-farm em-
ployment just to be able to keep their
families afloat.

Now, this trend has been going on for
years. It is a trend that we saw under
Democratic Presidents and Republican
Presidents. It demands a bipartisan re-
sponse. I know the policies of this ad-
ministration, though, are making the
situation worse for farmers—not bet-
ter. They are acting as an incendiary
to this horrible fire.

We see this President’s reckless tariff
policies have driven up costs for farm-
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ers; President Trump’s reckless war in
Iran, which closed the Strait of
Hormuz, drove up costs for our farm-
ers; USDA’s decision to cancel critical
programs that farmers were relying
upon such as local food purchasing pro-
grams for schools and food banks—
these are all things that have severely
hurt our farmers. USDA’s staffing cuts
and field office closures have further
injured our farmers, and I could go on
with that list.

But the heart of this problem that
our farmers are facing, the heart of the
problem is the massive amount of cor-
porate concentration that has taken
place in our food system over many
decades as both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations stopped enforc-
ing our Federal anti-trust laws.

Farmers are now being squeezed by
monopolies on all sides. A handful of
companies now control the inputs that
farmers need like seeds and fertilizers
and drive up those prices. And at the
same time, farmers now have very few
buyers for their products, and so they
are not being paid a fair price for their
crops and for their animals.

Back in 2018, as I worked on my first
farm bill here in the Senate, I went on
a tour to meet with farmers—not just
in New Jersey but also in Missouri, Il1li-
nois, and Kansas. Some of the farmers
I met with were Democrats and some
Republicans, but what I heard consist-
ently from all of them was that our
current farm system was not working
for farmers.

Farmers and ranchers told me about
how decades ago they would have many
buyers competing and bidding up the
price for their livestock, but now,
today, they often only had one buyer
who was able to dictate a low purchase
price undercutting them as they made
more profit.

I heard heart-wrenching stories
about farmers whose land has been in
their families for many generations but
were now on the verge of losing their
farm.

Farmers told me about how the cur-
rent system was created to keep farm-
ers growing commodity crops like corn
and soy for animal feed rather than
healthy foods to feed their commu-
nities they cared about because nearly
all of our farm bill subsidies and safety
net programs are designed to benefit
big farmers growing a handful of com-
modity crops but not to support the
farmers that grow the food that people
eat like fruits and vegetables.

And these farmers were right. While
our Federal dietary guidelines tell us
that 50 percent of our diet should con-
sist of fruits and vegetables, less than
10 percent of our farm bill agricultural
subsidies actually go to farmers that
grow fruits and vegetables.

And that has led us to the second cri-
sis I mentioned: The nutrition crisis in
the United States of America.

Diet-related chronic disease is now
the No. 1 Kkiller of Americans. Every
single day in America, 2,700 people die
from diet-related diseases. That is
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nearly a million Americans dead every
year from what we eat.

Half of adults are now prediabetic or
diabetic—one in four of our teenagers
are. Half the children alive in this
country today are projected to be obese
by the time they are 35. Cancer rates in
young people are climbing. Dementia
rates across our country are climbing.
And a chorus of doctors and research-
ers are now tying this explosion of
diet-related diseases directly to the
ultraprocessed foods Americans are
eating every single day.

And so what our farmers need right
now—and what all Americans need—is
for Democrats and Republicans to
come together and pass a much bolder
bipartisan farm bill that provides im-
mediate assistance to our farmers—the
assistance that they desperately need.

We are losing farmers every day, and
this body and the House and the Presi-
dent are not rising to meet this crisis.

Farmers are wondering: Who is fight-
ing for us? We need to show them that
we are—in concrete policies that ad-
dress their issues, that address this
farm crisis, and for the millions of
Americans suffering from preventable
diseases that affects the nutrition cri-
sis too.

Farmers in America—our fellow
Americans that farm—need a farm bill
that provides substantial emergency fi-
nancial assistance to all of our strug-
gling farmers—and especially our spe-
cialty crop farmers who have so far
been shortchanged in this administra-
tion.

Farmers need a farm bill that puts
more money into conservation pro-
grams and begins to reform those pro-
grams to better serve farmers and help
them diversify their farms.

And farmers need a farm bill that
makes other policy changes to help our
farmers and ranchers—policy changes
like restoring mandatory country-of-
origin labeling, reforming our Federal
checkoff programs that are so broken,
strengthening the Packers and Stock-
yards Act to protect our farmers and
ranchers from abuses by big
meatpacking companies creating a real
farm safety net for specialty crop
farmers in America.

Farmers need a bold farm bill that
reinstates funding for healthy food pur-
chases from our local farmers for
schools and food banks.

Farmers need a bold farm bill that
scales up programs like SNAP Double
Bucks that purchase fresh fruits and
vegetables from small farmers and gets
those healthy foods to families that are
participating in the SNAP program.

Not only would a bold farm bill like
that be a lifeline to our farmers, but it
would be an example of using food as
medicine and provide healing—heal-
ing—to Americans suffering from dia-
betes and other diet-related diseases.

But unfortunately, how did the House
of Representatives—the Republican-led
House respond in this moment? Well,
they passed a farm bill that fails to
meet this crisis, that fails to lead when
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people are looking for help, that fails
to meet the needs of our farmers and
our families. They passed a farm bill
that would hurt our farmers by pre-
empting State laws such as Prop 12
that create new markets for our farm-
ers.

The Senate now has to do better.
Democrats and Republicans in this
Chamber must come together. We must
put aside poison pills such as Prop 12
preemption and pesticide preemption
and negotiate a bold farm bill that
helps our farmers and families and
meets this crisis that has been growing
and growing and growing.

And at a time when we are seeing
President Trump’s policies causing
food crisis to increase at an alarming
rate, that bold farm bill must reverse
the destructive Republican SNAP cuts
that already left nearly 1 million of our
children today going to bed hungry.

I hope that we rise to this occasion in
the Senate. I hope that we are a nation
that knows our fundamental health
and well-being rely on American farm-
ers. They protect our heritage. They
are stewards of our land. They are the
hope for a better, healthier future.

Let’s stand together, join together,
and be bold, be strong, and bring about
a better deal—a new deal—for our
farmers.

JUNETEENTH

Mr. President, this week, not many
hours from now, we are going to cele-
brate Juneteenth.

We all know the story of Juneteenth,
that there were slaves in Texas that
had not gotten the word that they were
free. A civil war that cost so much
blood and treasure to this country—no
other war has seen so many Americans
dead—and yet, at the end of that war,
many, many people had not heard the
Emancipation Proclamation, did not
know they were free.

It wasn’t until that fateful day on
Juneteenth that slaves—now free peo-
ple—in Texas heard about their free-
dom. There was jubilation. There was
celebration. And the tradition of
Juneteenth started.

I am very familiar. It is hard for me
to walk on this Senate floor, this sa-
cred civic space—it is hard for me to
walk here and not recognize the his-
tory.

Right after Reconstruction, we saw
the first Black person ever to walk on
this floor. We saw a Black Senator and
a Black Senator elected to this body—
not popularly elected—but back then
we put our legislators in the Senate by
votes of State legislatures.

We saw House Members come from
Southern States, as well, being elected
in free, fair elections in that Recon-
struction period—because freedom in
America is not just defined by not hav-
ing chains. Freedom in America means
being able to participate in this democ-
racy. And in that brief period of the
Reconstruction era, we saw free and
open elections. African Americans
rushed to the polls and voted at 70 and
80 percent and began to elect people in
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fair elections. We saw multicultural
legislators. We saw Blacks and Whites
in States sharing power. It was ex-
traordinary, this brief window of time.

But then the Reconstruction period
ended, and a reign of terror fell
throughout the South. We saw Black
elected officials, Black judges, Black
mayors being dragged out of their of-
fices, beat, and some of them lynched.
We saw laws being passed by State leg-
islatures to bar Black people from vot-
ing, to put on poll taxes and other ex-
traordinary hurdles to stop African-
American participation and African-
American voting. That very idea of
being free was now undermined and un-
dercut by a set of unfair laws.

And what happened to Blacks in the
Senate? What happened to Blacks in
the House of Representatives? Well,
they disappeared.

I know the last speech—I have read it
before—by George Henry White. The
last Black person, in 1901, gave the
final speech, and he predicted that one
day African Americans would return to
our Federal legislature, would return
to the House of Representatives, would
return to the States. It is called the
“Phoenix Speech’ because he predicted
that one day Blacks would return to
these bodies, one day elections would
be free, one day we would reclaim our
democracy of one person and one vote.
It was 1901, and he was from North
Carolina. And it wouldn’t be until the
1990s that another Black person would
come to be elected from North Caro-
lina.

From those days in the 1870s and
1880s, with that reign of terror and the
denial of vote, it wasn’t until the 1960s
that laws were secured, passed through
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House,
that gave the right to vote a more fair
and equal chance. It was called the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, this extraor-
dinary piece of legislation that secured
the right to vote for African Ameri-
cans.

And, finally, African Americans start
returning to our legislature. We saw
Edward Brooke get elected to the U.S.
Senate. We saw Carol Moseley Braun
be elected to the U.S. Senate. The third
person was Barack Obama, elected to
the U.S. Senate. And I was No. 4—the
fourth Black person in history to be
elected to this body.

After this history of horror and
struggle and pain, after girls were
killed in a bombing, the Edmund
Pettus Bridge marchers beaten on
Bloody Sunday, Goodman, Chaney, and
Schwerner being killed in Mississippi,
the stories of horror of those folks who
tried to stand up for the right to vote,
tried to fight to advance the cause of
equal voting—finally, in 1965, the Vot-
ing Rights Act was passed—equality at
the polling place, justice returned. And
this body and the Chamber across the
Capitol began to see, as was predicted
by George Henry White, Blacks come
back to Congress—justice, fairness,
equality secured by this Chamber, se-
cured by Congress, signed by a Presi-
dent.
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The Voting Rights Act of 1965 held
strong and allowed that fairness to be
seen and allowed voters to have a fair
say.

But here, as we get ready to cele-
brate Juneteenth and those ideals of
freedom, I have to stand here on this
Senate floor, recount this history, and
say that we are at another crisis point
in our democracy because the Supreme
Court now has gutted the Voting
Rights Act, eviscerated section 2.

And what has happened as a result?
Before the ink was dry, we saw South-
ern States—those same States that, a
century before, used the legislative
power at the State level to eviscerate
Black voting fairness, they raced really
quickly to draw congressional lines on
their maps with the express purpose of
diluting African-American voting
power, literally eliminating districts
where African Americans had fair rep-
resentation, in order to stop them from
having a voice in Congress.

Here we are celebrating Juneteenth,
but there is an irony—a painful, bitter-
sweet truth—that is being told that,
right now, we are seeing legislature
after legislature in the very States
that made up the former Confederacy
moving with all deliberate speed to try
to stop African Americans from having
a fair say, a fair voice, equal rights in
voting. And the consequence of that is
already being seen.

Just like George Henry White, who
knew he would not last one more elec-
tion cycle, I see colleagues now who
know that their districts have been
diced up with intentionality in order to
stop their voters from having a rep-
resentative in Congress.

What did our ancestors struggle for?
What did generations who swore an
oath to this flag that this would be a
nation of liberty and justice for all,
what do those people who died in the
movement, what do those folks who
struggled and sacrificed, what do those
folks who literally watched, finally,
fairness and equality coming to maps
in the South, what are they to say
now?

I can’t stand on this floor as one of
the few and still only a handful of Afri-
can Americans ever to serve in this
body without knowing upon whose
shoulders I stand, the debt that I owe,
the price that they paid so that we
should have a Federal Government
that is truly of the people, for the peo-
ple, and by the people.

We know our history is full of dirty
tricks and unfair games that were
played to stop some people from vot-
ing, so that even though those folks
made up majorities in their commu-
nities, they would have no say in Con-
gress. It is a bitter, ugly, wretched his-
tory that we have overcome. It speaks
to the greatness of our Nation that we
have overcome. It speaks to the
mightiness of a rainbow coalition of
Americans—Black folks and White
folks, people from all backgrounds—
who joined arms and sang songs and
marched toward freedom that helped
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this country to evolve and to grow into
a more perfect Union.

And here we are, on the eve of
Juneteenth, and we see not a stride for-
ward but a stride back, but a step back,
but our democracy being knocked down
again by people who do not believe in
the ideals of a democracy, of fair vot-
ing, fair maps, fair representation.

But I am here to tell you right now
that progress is not always linear, that
we are not in a nation that always, al-
ways marches forward. We have seen
setbacks before. We have seen chal-
lenges, pains, and sorrows. What I am
here to tell you is that this most re-
cent dark chapter that is ongoing right
now will come to an end. I am here to
tell you that weeping may endure
through the night, but joy cometh in
the morning. I am here to tell you that
we may have a setback and we may
have a falling down, but this is not a
failure. This is not final. We will fight.

I am not talking about a physical
contest. I am talking about what
makes democracies thrive, which is
when we stand up and organize, we
stand up and mobilize, we stand up and
make sure that our voices are heard.

On this Juneteenth, we need to re-
commit ourselves, like our ancestors
did, to the highest ideals of our democ-
racy, which are freedom and liberty.
And how are these rights secured upon
our Nation? It is by people in this
country standing up and securing those
rights through action.

We are not a nation whose story is
powerful people preying upon the pow-
erless. We are a nation that has shown
that the people hold the power and
that the power of the people is greater
than the people in power.

Six people in black robes, they were
wrong in Plessy v. Ferguson; they were
wrong in XKorematsu. We overcame
them then, and we can overcome them
now.

The people united for the cause of
freedom is the great story of America,
and it is time that our generation—
benefiting from the fruits of liberty,
from the toiling hands of those in the
past—it is time for our generation to
earn the right of democracy by sweat-
ing for it and struggling for it now.

This Juneteenth, let us cry ‘‘free-
dom” again but not with our mouths.
Let’s do it with our sleeves rolled up
and ready to organize and mobilize in
the days to come—because this next
election is not right or left; it is right
or wrong—so that we can elect people
to this body and the other that will re-
store voting rights, that will restore
voting freedom, that will restore the
ideals of fairness. That is the end, that
is the aim, and that is how we over-
come again. That is how we, as a peo-
ple, secure liberty and justice for all.

TRIBUTE TO SARAH ROJAS

Mr. President, I stand here with joy
and sadness. I stand here with humble
gratitude that I cannot express.

Today, I want to recognize one of the
more extraordinary people I have
worked with in my life and one of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

more extraordinary members of my
staff, whose today is her last day. That
person is my dear, dear friend Sarah
Rojas.

It is very difficult to put into words
the role that Sarah has played in my
life and on my team. For 13 years—for
my entire time as a U.S. Senator—she
has done almost every job in a Senate
office.

She is our utility player. She has
been a special assistant to the director
of special projects, acting communica-
tions director twice, to legislative di-
rector, to deputy chief of staff, to one
of my most trusted counsels. She has
played every position imaginable.

To her colleagues on my staff, she is
that leader everyone looks up to and
someone that everyone genuinely con-
siders, like I do, that she is a friend,
someone you can lean on.

To the people of the great State of
New Jersey, gosh, I wish you all knew
how incredible of a public servant she
is and has been to New Jersey’s inter-
ests. She is one of those people who, for
millions of people in my State—her
labor, her work, her counsel have made
things better for New Jersey.

To me, I don’t call her Sarah; I call
her, usually, Rojas.

I am in public. I am in the light. I get
jeers and applause. I get recognition
and calls to do better. But I stand
strong through it all because of the
people around me, the people who en-
courage me, who keep my feet on the
ground, the people who don’t let my
positive press get to my head or my
negative press get to my heart. Sarah
has been one of those great ballasts in
my life—keeping me balanced, keeping
me grounded, keeping me inspired and
encouraged.

She has superpowers, to be honest
with you. One of them is her empathy.
One of them is her capacity to care.
One of them is her ability to make ev-
erybody around her feel her love.

I am devastated, actually, really sad
that Sarah is leaving DC, although a
consolation I get is that she is going to
be in Jersey. I love the fact that she is
going home.

Watching Sarah for 13 years of her
life—I have seen her get better every
day. Sarah has grown as a person, and
she has grown as a leader. Thirteen
yvears being witness to her blossoming
is a privilege.

I want to thank not just her today on
the floor, but I want to thank her in-
credible family. I want to thank her
husband Nick—not just for rescuing
her from those days when she was a
single woman; I want to thank her hus-
band Nick for being the rock in her life
that has made her stronger for us all.

I want to celebrate her parents Joy—
such an appropriate name—and Chris,
whom I want to wish a very happy Fa-
ther’s Day to.

Chris and Joy, thank you for raising
such an extraordinary child.

I love what James Baldwin said. He
said that children are never good at lis-
tening to their elders, but they never
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fail to imitate them. Sarah is who she
is because of her parents.

Her sister Emily, I am grateful for as
well. I have a sibling—two siblings, ac-
tually, and they are also part of that
circle of support. I want to thank her
for that.

I thank them all, all of her family,
for support, for encouragement, for the
latitude when she has had to work late
hours, for showing up when I have had
to take her away from perhaps the cen-
ter of her life, which is Sadie.

Sadie, I hope one day years from
now, somebody will show you this
video. I don’t know if you will under-
stand it in the present moment, but I
hope you are going to look back and
hear what I say to you, Sadie.

Sadie, you should be proud of your
mom. You should be in awe of her.
Sadie, your mother is one of the more
phenomenal people I know, and that
makes me confident you are going to
be phenomenal, too, Sadie. You have a
rock star mom—maybe not known by
millions, but to all who know her, she
is a star that illuminates not just your
life but all of our lives.

Four years ago, Sarah lost a very im-
portant person in her life, and I want
to honor them as well: her grand-
mother Gloria Rojas. Again, these
names like ‘“‘Joy”’ and ‘‘Gloria’ say so
much about the people.

Gloria was this extraordinary trail-
blazer. It is another reason why I know
how she got to be so great—how Sarah
did. Gloria was the first Latina broad-
cast journalist in New York. She was a
big deal. But she once said that the big
news stories are not always the most
satisfying; it is the little stories where
you can really make a difference.

It is this idea that is such a human
thing. It is this idea in life that is just
so true, that the smallest things we do
often matter the most. Every inter-
action, every conversation, every per-
son you encounter, making them feel
seen, making them feel valued, making
them feel worthy, that is the legacy we
can leave.

Indeed, to Gloria, her granddaughter
Sarah, that is the legacy she is car-
rying forward, this understanding that
in most days of our lives, the biggest
thing we can do will most often be a
small act of kindness, decency, and
love. If you live every day of your life
with that kindness, with that decency,
with that love, you will make a change
in this world that you cannot even
fully appreciate or understand.

That is the last 13 years of Sarah
Rojas—showing up every day, showing
up fully herself, with unapologetic em-
pathy, with courageous compassion,
with remarkable consistency. Every
day that I have known Sarah Rojas, as
we tried our best to serve the State of
New Jersey, every day, she illuminated
our lives.

So I am excited, Sarah—I am excited,
Rojas—to know that you will continue
to serve, continue to make change, and
continue to make a difference. But on
this day, your last day serving in the
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U.S. Senate, I want you to know that
you are loved; I want you to know that
your grandmother in Heaven, that your
daughter as she grows, that your par-
ents and all of us who love you, we rec-
ognize you, we celebrate you, and we
thank you for showing a level of patri-
otism that is the core of what we have
talked about for years—that patriot-
ism is love of country and you cannot
love your country unless you love—
truly love—all your country men and
women.

Thank you, Sarah, for 13 years of
service. Thank you for loving and liv-
ing so large. Thank you for making an
indelible difference in your service to
the U.S. Senate.

SENATE PAGES

Mr. President, I want to note some-
thing to you, sir. The pages that are
serving right now—they seem great.
They have been here for, what, 10 days,
sir? I don’t know if you recognize the
fact, though, that as admirably and de-
serving, as kind and generous as they
are, they are kind of half-pages because
they are not taking class. They are
classless pages. I would like the
RECORD of the Senate to remark that
they have no class. I mean that in a lit-
eral sense. I mean, they are very polite
people. But I just wanted to add that
into the RECORD, today, sir.

Do you agree, Mr. President? With-
out objection, I would like to make
that known.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I think it
is well known that they are here with-
out class.

Mr. BOOKER. Yes.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

TRAN

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President and to all
here, I rise today to speak about the
breaking news that the President has
entered into a memorandum of under-
standing with Iran to end the war he
started on February 28.

The news has included a release from
the White House of a memorandum of
understanding with Iran about the end
to the war. We in the Senate have not
been briefed on this. We have received
news accounts from journalists that
have the terms of the memorandum.
But the White House has confirmed
that those terms are accurately re-
ported.

So I want to rise today and take
some time to analyze the memo-
randum, what we know about it but
also what we don’t know about it since
there are some agreements that are
still needing to be forthcoming in the
next 60 days.

First, I want to tell everyone how we
got here. The United States and Iran
have been engaged in a back-and-forth
sort of war attrition against each other
since about the 1950s. The sad reality is
we were friends; we were allies in
World War II. The Iranian people loved
the United States because the United
States helped guarantee their inde-
pendent sovereignty and borders at a
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conference in Tehran that took place
in the middle of World War II.

But for some reason that is just so
tragic to contemplate, the TUnited
States decided to topple the demo-
cratic elected Government of Iran in
1953 and install a dictatorship over the
Iranian people. That then led to in-
tense resentment of the United States.

When the Iranian people overthrew
the dictatorship in 1979, those who
took control of Iran were hardliners.
They hated the United States because
of this 26-year dictatorship that they
suffered under. And since that moment
in 1979, it has been back and forth be-
tween our two nations.

Iran invaded our Embassy, violating
international law, and held dozens of
Americans hostage for 400-plus days.
The United States funded Iraq to wage
a war against Iran in which hundreds of
thousands of Iranians were killed.

Iran funded proxy terror groups that
bombed the U.S. Marine barracks and
Embassy in Beirut, killing hundreds of
Americans. The United States shot
down an Iranian commercial aircraft in
1989, killing nearly 300 Iranian civil-
ians.

The United States invaded both of
Iran’s next door neighbors to topple
their governments. Iran then funded
proxy groups to attack U.S. soldiers in
their region.

We have been back and forth, the
United States and Iran, sadly—begin-
ning as friends—since the 1953 decision
of the United States to topple the Ira-
nian Government. If more war with
Iran were the answer, we would have
found it a long time ago.

So I took to the floor of the Senate
immediately after the President start-
ed this war to say the war was illegal
because he had not consulted with Con-
gress before waging it, the war was
foolish because 25 years of war in the
Middle East should have taught us
something, and the war was likely to
lead to very, very significant negative
consequences for the United States.
That has, in fact, happened. Fourteen
U.S. troops have lost their lives. We
have spent probably already in excess
of $50 billion in taxpayer money to
prosecute this war, and we have a huge
bill still to pay, both to reconstitute
infrastructure that Iran has attacked
in the region and replenish munition
stocks that have been depleted. Thou-
sands of civilians in Iran, including
schoolchildren, have been killed during
this campaign.

I am very thankful that we found an
off-ramp to this war. Even though the
war was illegal and stupid and foolish
and destructive, finding an off-ramp is
a good thing. So I am happy that the
administration has negotiated an end
to the war, and I pray that the negotia-
tion and the end to the war will hold.

But I want to remind everybody who
is paying attention to this that there
was a different path, and it was a path
of diplomacy.

President Obama, in his first term—
but it really began more in his second
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term—determined that 50 years of hos-
tilities between the United States and
Iran was just too much and we needed
to find a path forward in the relation-
ship.

We don’t have a magic wand to wave
to make the Iranian Government a
good government, a nondictatorial gov-
ernment, we can’t affect completely
how Iran treats its people, but we can
start to find some path to start build-
ing some kind of a relationship after
war being a constant essentially since
1953.

And so President Obama and his
team, especially Secretary of State
John Kerry and Secretary of Energy
Ernie Moniz, worked over the course of
many years to find an Iranian nuclear
deal to control Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions.

That deal, the runup to the deal was
announced in late 2013, and between
2013 and 2015, when the deal was final-
ized, the administration briefed us re-
peatedly—I am on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, I am on the Armed
Services Committee—from the very an-
nouncement that ‘“we are going to try
to find a deal” to the deal being final-
ized 2 years later, dozens of dozens of
briefings with administration officials,
visits to the region to talk to nations
in the region, allied nations, European
nations about the deal and, finally, the
deal was done.

And that deal controlled Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions peacefully, without a
single bomb being dropped, without a
single school being destroyed, without
a single schoolchild being killed—the
United States in our best tradition. In
our best tradition, we are a diplomatic
nation.

Teddy Roosevelt won the Nobel Prize
for helping broker the end of the
Russo-Japanese war, and since then
many Nobel Prizes have gone to Ameri-
cans, American leaders, not just Presi-
dents but diplomats like Ralph Bunche
and others for putting the TUnited
States forward as a diplomatic nation,
and that nuclear deal with Iran, though
not perfect—few deals are perfect—and
though not covering all aspects of Ira-
nian bad behavior, finally, got the
United States and Iran in the same
room where they could communicate
and hopefully find a path to get out of
a state of back-and-forth war that es-
sentially had been constant since 1953.

When Donald Trump became Presi-
dent in 2017, he said he wanted to de-
stroy the Obama nuclear deal. I am
convinced the President didn’t under-
stand the deal. I am convinced he
wanted to destroy the deal for one rea-
son, President Barack Obama, who is
opening his Presidential library in Chi-
cago today.

Donald Trump wanted to destroy it
because President Barack Obama had
done it. That was the only thing he un-
derstood about the deal, and that was
all he needed to know about the deal.

And so he set out to do what no
American President had ever done. The
United States has never backed out of
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diplomatic deals before. Other nations
do, but we lead diplomatic deals; we
don’t shatter them.

President Trump was told by his first
Secretary of Defense Gen. Jim Mattis,
courageous Marine general: Don’t back
out of this deal. Don’t back out of the
deal. His own Secretary of Defense.

President Trump was told by his first
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson: Don’t
back out of this deal. Don’t back out of
it. President Trump’s top two National
Security Advisors told him: Maintain
the deal. He ignored them. He ignored
them.

I visited allies throughout the region
and around the world. They said this
deal is working. Iran is complying with
it. Iran is not magically transformed
into a working democracy or a nation
that respects human rights, but we
have controlled their nuclear program.
And we have other tools to control
other aspects of their bad behavior
that we are free to use. Don’t get out of
this deal.

But President Trump tore up the
deal. He tore up the deal early into his
first-term Presidency, despite all the
advice that he shouldn’t. Many of us in
the Senate said: If you tear up this deal
and make diplomacy impossible, you
will make war inevitable. American
troops are likely to die if you destroy
diplomacy.

And that has now proven to be true.
We told President Trump something
else: If you take a nuclear deal that is
working and tear it up, North Korea
will back away from the table in nu-
clear negotiations because why would
they agree to enter into a nuclear
agreement with the United States if
the United States would just walk out
of a deal that was working?

And we have essentially been correct
in that because there has been no
meaningful forward progress on nu-
clear negotiations with North Korea
since Donald Trump made the foolish
decision to tear up that deal.

The reasons they asserted for tearing
up the deal were very vague at the
time: It doesn’t go far enough. Obama
was a disaster. The deal was a disaster.

His officials would come before the
committees, and we would ask them
basic questions about the deal. I re-
member once asking a Trump national
security nominee who was trashing the
deal: Have you even read the first page
of this deal? Tell me what is on the
first page of the deal—on the first page.
The official could not.

All they knew is we have got to get
rid of this because President Obama did
it, and this Nation and the region have
suffered as a result. And, OK, so now,
now we have a new deal announced by
President Trump, this memorandum of
understanding.

And what I want to do for the next
few minutes is compare the deal that
Donald Trump tore up with the memo-
randum of understanding that he has
just announced.

Let’s start with the most important
thing, what I call the forever promise.
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Both Presidents Obama and Trump
wanted a forever promise that Iran
would not get nuclear weapons. That
was kind of like the headline. Other
things are really important details, but
both have said Iran cannot get a nu-
clear weapon.

Let me read from page 1 of the
JCPOA, the deal that President Obama
and his administration negotiated.
Page 1:

Iran reaffirms that under no circumstances
will Iran ever seek, develop, or acquire any
nuclear weapons.

That is a forever promise.

“[Ulnder no circumstances will Iran
ever seek, develop, or acquire any nu-
clear weapons.”’

Donald Trump tore up a forever
promise. What is the language in the
memorandum that has just been an-
nounced? It is point 8 of the memo-
randum.

Iran reaffirms that it shall not procure or
develop nuclear weapons.

Now, you might read these things
and say: Well, they are basically the
same, but notice the difference in the
language.

In the JCPOA, “[Ulnder no cir-
cumstances will Iran ever seek, de-
velop, or acquire any nuclear weap-
ons.” The reference is to today, but it
is to the infinite future, ever, under no
circumstances, any weapons. All of
that language is out in point 8 in the
memorandum.

Iran reaffirms it shall not [produce] or de-
velop nuclear weapons.

An English teacher can tell us wheth-
er those two phrases mean the same
thing, but the JCPOA language talks
about ‘‘forever,” and the Trump MOU
does not.

Why did Donald Trump tear up the
forever promise? Why did Donald
Trump prefer going to war than getting
a forever promise to avoid war and save
lives and save taxpayer money?

Now, the deal and the JCPOA have
other terms as well, and I want to walk
through them with you. I am walking
through terms.

On the left, you see the JCPOA. This
is the deal that the Obama administra-
tion negotiated in 2015. And the MOU
refers to the 14-point memorandum
that was released yesterday by the
Trump administration.

Limitation on centrifuges that used
to enrich uranium: The JCPOA had sig-
nificant limitations on centrifuges; the
MOU has none.

Now, to be fair, the MOU says we are
going to continue to negotiate for 60
days, and that period can be extended
by mutual agreement, but the deal
that Donald Trump tore up had limita-
tions on centrifuges and the memo-
randum that he signed at Versailles
yesterday does not.

How about Ilimitations on enrich-
ment? Centrifuges are just machines
that are designed to enrich uranium,
but what about actual limitations on
the enrichment of uranium?

Well, the JCPOA, negotiated over the
course of many years, had significant
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limits on Iran enriching uranium. The
memorandum of understanding, who
knows? There are no limits in the
memorandum. There is an agreement
to keep talking for the next 60 days or
potentially to extend it, but as of now,
this MOU contains no limitations on
the enrichment of uranium.

How about limitations on research?
Research into nuclear weapons is a key
component of any nuclear program, to
do the research to know how to convert
enriched uranium into a weapon and a
weapon that can be delivered via some
system to impose damage on military
and civilian targets.

The JCPOA that Donald Trump tore
up, the forever promise that he tore up,
had very significant limitations on
Iran doing nuclear research. The
memorandum of understanding has no
limitations.

Now, it may be that there will be
agreements about limitations in the
next 60 days, but as of now, there are
none.

How about the destruction of ura-
nium? When the JCPOA was done, Iran
had a stockpile of enriched uranium, so
even if you limit enrichment, well,
what do you do with the stockpile?
What do you do with the stockpile of
uranium that can be used for a nuclear
weapon? In the JCPOA, Iran agreed to
destroy its stockpile of enriched ura-
nium, and that meant that when Don-
ald Trump became President, Iran had
precisely zero Kkilograms of enriched
uranium.

Well, what does the memorandum
that Donald Trump has put before us,
that he signed at Versailles, what does
it say about uranium destruction? It
does not compel uranium destruction.
It is not even a question mark like we
don’t know for the next 60 days.

What the MOU says about enriched
uranium is that Iran agrees to
downblend its enriched uranium. And
what that means is, you take uranium
that has been enriched to a high per-
centage of 60 percent or north that is
much more able to quickly be con-
verted into weapons grade, and then
you dilute it backward, downblending
it backward with the addition of non-
uranium materials so that the enrich-
ment level is lower, but they haven’t
agreed to destroy it. And there is a
problem with that. Anybody who
downblends uranium can then spin it
back up to the enriched level.

And so, in this particular area, it is
not even a question mark what the
MOU does. What the MOU requires is
not the destruction of the enriched
uranium but a downblending of the
uranium that can be reconstituted to
weapons grade. Why would we have ac-
cepted that?

Finally, one of the most important
parts of any agreement with Iran is in-
spections because just because some-
body says they are going to do some-
thing, you don’t know that they are
going to do something. They might lie.
And Iran has lied and Iran has cheated
and other nations have, too, when it
comes to their nuclear programs.
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There is a famous example. The
United States many, many decades ago
got into a nuclear agreement with
North Korea, and North Korea hid ac-
tivities. And so the international agen-
cy that monitors nuclear weaponry and
material around the world, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency based
in Vienna, they had already developed
an inspection protocol that North
Korea was following, but they were end
running it by hiding stuff. And so the
IAEA had to develop something called
the additional protocol that means we
have to do these additional steps to
make sure we catch cheating.

The JCPOA mandated the most in-
trusive inspections of the world for
Iran—the normal protocol of inspec-
tions, but Iran also agreed in the
JCPOA, as a forever promise, this did
not have an expiration date on it, to
allow the more intrusive inspections
mandated under the additional pro-
tocol written by the IAEA, precisely to
catch nations that would be prone to
cheat.

Well, what about the MOU and in-
spections? We don’t know. We are
going to agree to talk for the next 60
days or maybe longer, but the MOU has
no guarantee about inspecting the Ira-
nian regime’s nuclear activities, a re-
gime that has cheated in the past and
will cheat again if we don’t have a sig-
nificant inspection regime.

So the forever deal that Donald
Trump tore up had all of these provi-
sions in it. And by tearing up the for-
ever promise, he put us on a path that
one day was going to lead to war and
the death of American troops.

And what have we gotten in return?
We don’t know. We don’t know. We
don’t know. We don’t know. And we
will get uranium downblending, not
uranium destruction.

All right. Let’s keep looking at this
comparison.

Sanctions—there are numerous sanc-
tions against Iran, and there are basi-
cally three kinds of sanctions. There
are sanctions that are imposed by Con-
gress. There are sanctions that are im-
posed by the Executive—the President.
And there are sanctions that are im-

posed by the United Nations, inter-
national sanctions—three Kkinds of
sanctions.

Iran, in giving up any nuclear pro-
gram, wants relief from sanctions.
Those sanctions have punished the Ira-
nian economy. And I give applause to
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle. If we had not done sanctions leg-
islation, Iran wouldn’t be at the table
right now. So this is something that
Congress can take some credit in.

What did the JCPOA do with respect
to sanctions? Under the JCPOA, Iran
was relieved from nuclear sanctions
with snapback upon violation. So if
Iran violated any of the terms of the
nuclear deal, the sanctions were still
on the books, and they would snap
back.

But get this. On the JCPOA, it spe-
cifically said that nonnuclear sanc-
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tions remain. They are not frozen.
They are not eliminated. They are not
waived. They remain in place because
the United States and the inter-
national community have sanctions
against Iran for its ballistic missile
program and we have sanctions against
Iran for gross human rights violations
and we have sanctions against Iran for
terrorism and funding proxies in the
region.

And the JCPOA that we did in 2015
said: Listen, we will give you relief
from nuclear sanctions, but we are not
giving you relief from all these other
sanctions. We are going to keep using
them against you until you correct the
other bad behavior that you are en-
gaged in. Pretty good deal. Pretty good
deal.

And that was why Secretaries Mattis
and Tillerson told President Trump:
Don’t tear up the deal. Maintain the
deal on the nuclear program and keep
using—because it is working—and keep
using all the sanctions against Iran for
all their other bad behavior. So keep
the deal and then keep the pressure on.
You can do both, and you will improve
Iranian behavior.

But Donald Trump tore up the for-
ever deal. And what did we get instead
in the memorandum of understanding?
The point that deals with sanctions
says the United States will move to
terminate all sanctions: nuclear, non-
nuclear, congressional, executive,
international. It will get the U.N. to
drop international sanctions. The MOU
says the United States will not impose
further sanctions, giving up so much
more leverage than was given in the
JCPOA.

Why would we give relief from sanc-
tions against the missile program or
against human rights abuses to get a
nuclear deal? Why not just give relief
from nuclear sanctions? But the MOU
suggests it is complete sanctions relief
for Iran.

Let’s talk about some things that
Iran gets in addition to sanctions re-
lief. In a couple of these areas, the
JCPOA and the MOU are somewhat the
same.

How about Iranian assets? Iran has a
lot of assets around the world in banks
and bank accounts, and they have been
frozen in connection with the sanctions
policy—hundreds of billions of dollars
of Iran’s money that they cannot use.

Both the JCPOA and the MOU sug-
gest that Iranian assets should be
unfrozen with some time and, you
know, testing along the way, but there
are basically some similarities between
the two agreements in the unfreezing
of Iranian assets. How about Iranian
0il? That is one of the main features of
their economy, the sanctions of a
blockade of Iran being able to sell oil.

Both the JCPOA and the memo-
randum have basically said Iran should
be able to sell their oil. Again, this
could be phased, but both are similar
kind of in the concept that Iran should
be able to sell oil just like the United
States sells oil and other nations sell
oil.
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How about this little tricky issue:
payments to Iran? In addition to re-
leasing assets, which isn’t really a pay-
ment—it is just letting them use their
own money—in addition to oil, which is
not really a payment—it is just letting
them use their own oil—what about
payments to Iran?

The JCPOA had a payment to Iran
that many criticized heavily. It was a
$1.7 Dbillion payment. Why did the
United States pay that money to Iran
in the JCPOA? It was the repayment of
a debt.

Iran had paid the United States for
weapons right before the revolution in
1979, and the United States never deliv-
ered the weapons. And so $1.7 billion in
the JCPOA was the United States pay-
ing in 2015—repaying the debt that Iran
had given us money, and we hadn’t
given them the weapons—with interest.
And so, yes, there was a $1.7 billion re-
payment of the debt.

How does it compare to the MOU?
Well, if you don’t like $1.7 billion, I am
going to tell you this: You are not
going to like $300 billion. The MOU
says the United States and regional
partners will do a—at least—at least—
$300 billion reconstruction fund in Iran
to help them rebuild what we bombed
since February 27.

I was here on the floor and heard a
lot of my colleagues complain about
this $1.7 billion repayment of a debt. I
am very interested what they think
about a guaranteed reparations fund
whereby the United States and other
nations will work to put $300 billion
into rebuilding the Iranian economy.

Getting near the end here. How about
this? How about the engagement of
other countries in trying to craft a dip-
lomatic deal? The JCPOA was crafted
by a group called the Pb5+1. It was
every permanent member—P5—P for
‘“‘permanent’—every permanent mem-
ber of the U.N. Security Council—and
that is—let’s see—France, U.K., United
States, China, Russia, plus one—Ger-
many. Germany was not a permanent
member of the Security Council.

And it was the six nations, and it is
an interesting six. We are not around
the table much with China and Russia
these days. We are often not trying to
do something with them; we are often
checked off against them. But on this
issue, these adversaries had the same
interest we had. They did not want
Iran to have a nuclear weapon.

Russia borders with Iran. There has
been a history of some challenges
there. China wants to limit the number
of nations in the nuclear club. And so
they were glad to join us, and the nego-
tiation took place with all of these al-
lies around the table.

What about the MOU? Who was en-
gaged as allies in the United States in
negotiating this agreement? Nobody.
The greatest Nation in the world with
the greatest set of alliances—NATO
and the Quad, AUKUS and all these na-
tions—who did Donald Trump include
in negotiating this deal? No one.

He talked to Israel about it. They are
furious about the deal. He didn’t talk
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to our European allies. He started the
war and then said: Oh, you got to help
us with the strait.

You started this war without even
talking to us, and now you expect us to
come in?

None of our allies—and the United
States is chief in the world in having
the best network of alliances. Donald
Trump not only wouldn’t consult with
Congress—and I am used to that—he
wouldn’t even consult with our allies,
and he wouldn’t even bring to the table
these nations that had been our adver-
saries who also don’t want Iran to have
a nuclear weapon.

Look, if you go into a war without a
plan, without a rationale, without the
support of Congress, without the sup-
port of the American people, and with-
out the support of allies, what are the
odds that it is not going to go the way
you want?

How about a dispute resolution
mechanism? Like, you do a deal, and
one side thinks the other side is cheat-
ing. Well, the JCPOA had one. All the
parties to the deal could say Iran is
cheating and file a complaint with the
International Atomic Energy Agency
that was doing the inspections, and
there was a mechanism for figuring out
who was cheating and who wasn’t.

And so, for example, if Iran was
found cheating on its nuclear obliga-
tion, say, with the destruction of en-
riched uranium, the sanctions could
snap back, or there could be other con-
sequences.

What about a dispute resolution
under the MOU? There is none. Donald
Trump was asked about this. What
about a—well, we will just start drop-
ping bombs on their heads again.

That is not a dispute resolution
mechanism. That is just, like: Well,
let’s just go back to war—maybe more
American troops at risk, maybe more
damage done to the economy, maybe
people paying more at the gas pump.

Hopefully in the discussions over the
next 60 days, which could be extended
by mutual consent, there will be a dis-
pute resolution mechanism, but there
is not one now.

What about the Strait of Hormuz?
Critical chokepoint for petroleum and
other aspects of the global economy.
Under President Obama and under the
JCPOA, the strait was never closed.
They remained open to global com-
merce, not only for Iran, but other na-
tions too. President Trump’s war led to
the closing of the Strait of Hormuz, to
enormous economic damage to Amer-
ica and the world.

And, yes, as part of the MOU, Iran
has agreed that the strait will be
opened. Better that they should never
have been closed than that you have to
do a deal and give up a lot to get them
to reopen.

Let’s talk about one other thing
about the Strait of Hormuz. This one
was an unusual provision of the MOU:
future control of the Strait of
Hormuz—future control of the Strait of
Hormuz.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The MOU says that Iran and Oman
will administer traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, will develop a plan
to do so, and the plan has to be in ac-
cord with international law.

The United States has never said
that before, acknowledged the power,
acknowledged the right of Iran to be
the administrator of the Strait of
Hormuz. The JCPOA certainly didn’t
recognize Iranian control of the Strait
of Hormuz, but the memorandum of un-
derstanding does.

And I believe that poses very, very
severe risk of continued chokepoints in
the strait in ways that can harm global
commerce and ultimately harm Amer-
ican families.

All right. So that is my assessment
of the comparison of the JCPOA and
the MOU. The JCPOA had an ironclad
forever promise about no nuclear weap-
ons ever, not any, under any cir-
cumstances ever.

Donald Trump tore that up, and he
got a watered-down promise that might
also be a forever promise, but it is cer-
tainly watered down from what was in
the JCPOA.

And then you see in all these areas
the limitations that the JCPOA had to
cement that forever promise. The MOU
doesn’t have it.

You see the United States giving up
on sanctions for nonnuclear activity—
international sanctions, congressional
sanctions—and the JCPOA didn’t give
that up.

And you see the United States agree-
ing for the first time that Iran and
Oman will have the right, the role, to
administer traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz.

So let’s compare. Let’s compare the
forever deal that Donald Trump tore
up, that led us to an illegal and foolish
war, to the memorandum that he just
announced yesterday.

It ain’t hard. It is not hard. Giving a
lot more to get a lot less, that is what
the MOU is when you compare it to the
forever deal that Donald Trump tore
up.
One of the 14 servicemembers who
died was from Virginia—Robert
Marzan—who was a senior warrant offi-
cer in the Army. He was in his 50s. He
was very close to retirement—Spotsyl-
vania County, which is about an hour
south of here, deployed all over the
world in his role.

He died early in that attack on the
position in Kuwait. Because we didn’t
really let allies know what we were
doing, when Iran started firing at
United States’ positions in nations like
Kuwait, we weren’t ready for it. And
Robert Marzan was one of the people
killed right at the start of this war,
right about the same time as all those
schoolkids in Iran were killed, when we
mistakenly bombed a school.

When you make a mistake in some-
thing like this, people lose their lives
who shouldn’t: troops, children, inno-
cent bystanders. Our military is the
best in the world, and when it comes to
operations, they perform the best in
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the world. The only problem they ever
get into is when they are subjected to
decisions by civilian leaders who are
stupid.

Most agree now that the Vietnam
war was a huge disaster. It wasn’t a
disaster because our troops didn’t do
well. Our troops did great. They served
honorably. But for some reason, our ci-
vilian leadership decided to take over
the failed French colonial project in
Southeast Asia and step into France’s
shoes, when we had never done that be-
fore, and inherited a war we had no
business being in. I think the number
of deaths in the Vietnam war was
about 56,000 U.S. troops because civil-
ian leaders made a stupid decision.

In Iraq, our troops performed brave-
ly. They performed heroically. I was
the Governor of Virginia, and I went to
an awful lot of deployments and a lot
of homecomings. I went to the wakes,
and I went to the funerals of Virginians
who were Active Duty or in the Re-
serves, and many were in the Virginia
National Guard. They performed hero-
ically and ably, but they were under-
mined by stupid decisions by a national
leadership that persuaded Congress in
2002 that we needed to go to war be-
cause Iran had weapons of mass de-
struction when they didn’t. All the
after studies suggested that that intel
was false. We went to war because ci-
vilian leaders sent our kids into war
under false pretenses, and so many
never came home. In Iraq and Afghani-
stan together, there were 14,000 deaths
and more than 60,000 injuries—so many
in Iraq. We never should have been
there to begin with except leaders
made horrible decisions.

I believe the history of this Iran war
is going to be written, and the history
is going to start with a decision to tear
up a forever diplomatic deal; to walk
away from diplomacy, which is some-
thing the United States never should
do; that when we tore up the deal—and
Iran said: Fine. We can enrich again.
Fine. We can have centrifuges again,
and we can have uranium again—that
the tearing up of that deal was essen-
tially lighting the spark that led to an
unnecessary war and to unnecessary
death.

An off ramp to an illegal and stupid
war is still something to be applauded.
My prayer is that this holds. As weak
as it is compared to what we had and as
tragic as it is that we have incurred
the losses we have incurred because we
decided to walk away from diplomacy,
I hope it holds. I hope it holds and we
put behind us needless U.S. wars in the
Middle East and we invest those bil-
lions of dollars on our own people and
in our own schools and in our own
healthcare system instead of foolishly
waging unnecessary and illegal wars
far from home.

I come from the most, I think, mili-
tary State in the country. We have Ac-
tive Duty, Guard, Reserve, DOD civil-
ian, DOD contractor, military families.
Virginia’s map is a map of American
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military history: Appomattox, York-
town, the Pentagon. We train all ma-
rine officers at Quantico. We have the
biggest naval base in the world in Nor-
folk. The biggest military office in the
world is the Pentagon in Arlington. I
come from the most military State in
this country. One of my kids is a ma-
rine. We are so pro-military.

But what my military families ask
me is: Make sure we have the tools to
do the job, but don’t ask us to do a stu-
pid job. Don’t order our best and
brightest—don’t order our kids—to do
foolish missions based on inadequate
deliberation without a clear plan or ra-
tionale or without allies or without
consulting with Congress and with the
American public.

We will hear a lot about this deal, I
am sure, in the days to come because
under a bill that I authored with some
colleagues back in 2015, the Iran Nu-
clear Agreement Review Act, this
memorandum has to be submitted to
Congress for a review. So I am sure we
will hear a lot more about it on the
floor.

I have spent some time digging deep-
ly back into the JCPOA—I was very in-
volved in it at the time—and digging
into this MOU, and I will just conclude
with this conclusion: We gave an awful
lot more to get an awful lot less than
what we had and foolishly destroyed
when President Trump walked out of
the diplomatic deal that was working.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that, notwith-

standing rule XXII, at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader in
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, the Senate proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion: Calendar No. 7568, Darrell Owens,
to be U.S. Representative to the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe; that the Senate vote on the
nomination without intervening action
or debate; that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
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ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CUBA

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, whatever
one thinks of the Cuban Government—
and I am one who believes its repres-
sive policies and mismanagement of
the economy have caused immense
hardship for the Cuban people—the
depth of misery and desperation people
in Cuba are currently experiencing is
largely due to the oil blockade, for
which the United States is responsible.

More than 84 percent of Cuba’s total
energy supply relies on oil and petro-
leum products. Cuba’s economy is en-
tirely dependent on imported fuel to
power its electrical grid, agriculture,
and transportation needs, the country
typically requiring around 100,000 bar-
rels per day to function normally.
Since January 30, the United States
has imposed an illegal blockade on o0il
shipments to Cuba, so the island is en-
tirely dependent on domestic produc-
tion which consists of heavy, high-sul-
fur crude that cannot be easily refined.

When asked about the humanitarian
crisis on the island, where electricity is
unavailable most hours of the day and
night and hospitals, schools, and fac-
tories have all but ceased to function,
the Trump administration routinely
blames the Cuban authorities. Any ob-
jective observer knows that is a con-
venient oversimplification.

Imagine if there was no electricity in
this country for lack of access to oil,
due to the hostile acts of another gov-
ernment. We would rightly condemn it
as an act of war. Cuba is a bankrupt
country the size of Virginia that poses
no threat to the United States. And
today, Cuba’s economy has all but col-
lapsed.

According to the United Nations, the
impact of the oil blockade has been
devastating for Cuba’s health system.
More than 100,000 surgeries have been
delayed, including 12,000 pediatric pro-
cedures, due to acute shortages of
medicines and medical supplies. Sur-
vival rates for children with cancer
have fallen from 85 percent to 65 per-
cent. That amounts to thousands of
children who would otherwise be alive
today.

More than 2.5 million people are ex-
periencing water shortages—more than
one-fifth of the total Cuban population.
The national water system is func-
tioning with only 37 percent of the fuel
required, and 84 percent of water pump-
ing runs on electricity. Food prices
have increased by 18 percent. Energy
shortages are disrupting agricultural
production, food processing, refrigera-
tion, and distribution. Hunger and mal-
nutrition are widespread.

The lack of electricity and water,
combined with food shortages, is caus-
ing psychological distress and exhaus-
tion, especially among children, the el-
derly, and caregivers.
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The streets are overflowing with rot-
ting garbage. The hurricane season is
beginning, and rising temperatures are
creating conditions for a surge in vec-
tor-borne and waterborne diseases
when the health system is already
stretched to its limits.

The bottom line is this: All basic
services, from potable water and sani-
tation to food production and
healthcare, are being severely im-
pacted by the lack of fuel and elec-
tricity caused by the U.S. oil blockade.

The energy crisis is also limiting the
ability of the UN and other humani-
tarian agencies to deliver aid already
committed, with dozens of containers
of food and medical supplies reportedly
still sitting in ports due to the lack of
fuel. The UN’s Plan of Action to re-
spond to the crisis is only 21 percent
funded. The U.S. has offered $100 mil-
lion through private mechanisms like
the Catholic Church, but it has not yet
been delivered.

We would all like to see a better gov-
ernment in Cuba, one that cares more
about the Cuban people than in holding
onto power and enriching themselves. I
would say the same about other cor-
rupt, undemocratic governments, in-
cluding some we treat as partners. But
the American people have always op-
posed using food and medicine as a
weapon. That has been a bedrock prin-
ciple that Republican and Democratic
administrations, and the Congress,
have reaffirmed over decades. By cut-
ting off the oil, we are imposing collec-
tive punishment on Cuba’s most vul-
nerable people. Children and the elder-
ly are dying needlessly.

I urge Secretary of State Rubio to
consider the human cost of the admin-
istration’s oil blockade. It is illegal. It
is immoral. It is preventable. And it is
beneath this country.

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, I
missed the following votes, but had I
been present, I would have voted:

No on rollcall vote No. 177, Confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 760,
Michelle Steel, of California, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Korea.

No on rollcall vote No. 178, Motion to
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 763, George Holding, of North Caro-
lina, to be United States Director of
the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development.

Yes on rollcall vote No. 179, Motion
to discharge S. Res. 616, a resolution
requesting information on Honduras’s
human rights practices pursuant to
section 502B(c) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961.

————
ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS
RECOGNIZING GRONEN

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, each
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week I recognize an outstanding Iowa
small business that exemplifies the
American entrepreneurial spirit. This
week, it is my privilege to honor
Gronen of Dubuque County, IA, as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.

Founded in 1999 by John and Mary
Gronen, Gronen began as a small, fam-
ily-owned construction company fo-
cused on masonry work and historic re-
habilitation projects in Dubuque’s
Washington Neighborhood. As Dubuque
natives, John and Mary shared a vision
of restoring mneglected properties,
strengthening neighborhoods, and pre-
serving the city’s historic character.
What started with a small construction
crew and commitment to community-
driven revitalization has grown into
successful redevelopment and property
development firms. Over the past 25
years, Gronen has expanded beyond
historic rehabilitation into commercial
and residential development, property
management, development consulting,
and real estate services. Today, the
company operates through Gronen Res-
toration, Gronen Properties, Gronen
Development, and DBQ Property
Group, employing 70 individuals and
serving clients throughout Iowa and
the broader Midwest.

For years, Gronen has continued
transforming underutilized properties
into productive community assets. The
company has contributed to numerous
redevelopment efforts across Dubuque,
including work associated with the
Field of Dreams project and the award-
winning Steeple Square redevelopment.
Through these and other projects,
Gronen has helped create housing op-
portunities and spurred economic
growth while preserving Iowa’s rich ar-
chitectural heritage.

Beyond its Dbusiness operations,
Gronen remains deeply engaged in the
Dubuque community. The company
supports and partners with organiza-
tions, including the Dubuque Chamber
of Commerce, Greater Dubuque Devel-
opment, Dubuque Forward, Heritage
Works, Smart Growth Development,
and the HEART housing program.
Through these efforts, Gronen con-
tinues to invest in the long-term suc-
cess of the communities it serves.
Gronen’s commitment to excellence
has earned national and industry rec-
ognition, including the Tony Goldman
Award, the J. Timothy Anderson
Award, and recognition from the Inter-
national Federation for the Roofing
Trade. These honors reflect the com-
pany’s leadership in historic preserva-
tion, community revitalization, and in-
novative redevelopment.

I am pleased to recognize John and
Mary Gronen, along with the entire
Gronen team, for their dedication to
Dubuque and Iowa. I look forward to
their continued success and wish them
the very best in the years ahead.e

————
EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3930. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of firearms, parts, and components
controlled under Category I of the U.S. Mu-
nitions List to Oman in the amount of
$1,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 26—
023); to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3931. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense
services to Denmark, Norway, Poland, and
the United Kingdom in the amount of
$100,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC
26-026); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

EC-3932. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense
services to the United Kingdom in the
amount of $25,000,000 or more (Transmittal
No. DDTC 26-030); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-3933. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export
Control Act, the certification of a proposed
license amendment for the export of defense
articles, including technical data, and de-
fense services for the manufacture of signifi-
cant military equipment abroad to Italy
(Transmittal No. DDTC 25-149); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3934. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of firearms, parts, and components
controlled under Category I of the U.S. Mu-
nitions List to Ukraine in the amount of
$1,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 26—
045); to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3935. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of firearms, parts, and components
controlled under Category I of the U.S. Mu-
nitions List to the United Kingdom in the
amount of $1,000,000 or more (Transmittal
No. DDTC 26-042); to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

EC-3936. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license for the
export of defense articles, including tech-
nical data, and defense services to Israel and
Italy in the amount of $25,000,000 or more
(Transmittal No. DDTC 26-034); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3937. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
the certification of a proposed license
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense
services to France, Germany, and Italy in
the amount of $100,000,000 or more (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 26-011); to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.
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EC-3938. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the Army’s proposed letter(s) of offer
and acceptance to the Government of Brazil
for defense articles and services estimated to
cost $330 million (RSAT Case 26-62); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3939. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the Army’s proposed letter(s) of offer
and acceptance to the Government of Singa-
pore for defense articles and services esti-
mated to cost $73 million (RSAT Case 26-67);
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3940. A communication from the Senior
Bureau Official, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, the Navy’s proposed letter(s) of offer
and acceptance to the Government of Kuwait
for defense articles and services estimated to
cost $235.9 million (RSAT Case 26-56); to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CRUZ, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:

S. 1898. A bill to establish a demonstration
program for the active remediation of or-
bital debris and to require the development
of uniform orbital debris standard practices
in order to support a safe and sustainable or-
bital environment, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 119-128).

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. CRUZ for the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Capt. Matthew T. Brown and ending with
Capt. Torrence B. Wilson, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record on November 18,
2025. (minus 1 nominee: Capt. Blake L.
Novak)

*Coast Guard nomination of Rear Adm. (lh)
Russell E. Dash, to be Rear Admiral.

*Coast Guard nomination of Joanna K.
Hiigel, to be Rear Admiral.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Capt. John F. Barresi and ending with Capt.
Jacqueline M. Leverich, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record on March 19, 2026.

*Coast Guard nomination of Tabitha A.
Schiro, to be Rear Admiral (Lower Half).

*Coast Guard nomination of Dorothy J.
Hernaez, to be Rear Admiral (Lower Half).

*Coast Guard nomination of Tevin A.
White, to be Lieutenant Commander.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation I report favorably the
following nomination lists which were
printed in the RECORD on the dates in-
dicated, and ask unanimous consent, to
save the expense of reprinting on the
Executive Calendar that these nomina-
tions lie at the Secretary’s desk for the
information of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Edward J. Abma and ending with Devon D.
Zych, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on January 29, 2026. (minus 1
nominee: Jess M. Gallant)

*Coast Guard nomination
Kreischer, to be Captain.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Ronzelle L. Green and ending with Tabitha
A. Schiro, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on February 23, 2026.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Christopher P. Rabalais and ending with
Todd A. Ray, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on June 4, 2026.

By Mr. GRASSLEY for the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Don Richard Berthiaume, Jr., of Virginia,
to be Inspector General, Department of Jus-
tice.

Benjamin M. Flowers, of Ohio, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit.

Matthew A. Schwartz, of New York, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Second
Circuit.

Michael J. Hendershot, of Ohio, to be
United States District Judge for the North-
ern District of Ohio.

Arthur Roberts Jones, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of Texas.

Jeffrey T. Kuntz, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida.

John George Edward Marck, of Texas, to
be United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas.

Sean Costello, of Alabama, to be United
States Attorney for the Southern District of
Alabama for the term of four years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KIM (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 4823. A bill to amend the Export-Import
Bank Act of 1945 to include quantum infor-
mation science and technology in the areas
covered by the Program on China and Trans-
formational Exports; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SHEEHY (for himself,
PADILLA, Mr. BENNET,
HICKENLOOPER, and Mr. CURTIS):

S. 4824. A Dbill to amend section 5545 of title
5, United States Code, to provide hazard pay
for carrying out prescribed burns, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SANDERS:

S. 4825. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to impose an excise tax on
systemically important AI activity, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
GRASSLEY, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):
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S. 4826. A bill to amend the Rebuilding
Economic Prosperity and Opportunity for
Ukrainians Act to authorize the use of
amounts in the Ukraine Support Fund for
purchases by the Government of Ukraine of
defense articles and services to respond to
and recover from the consequences of the ag-
gression of the Russian Federation; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 4827. A bill to reauthorize a program for
preventing outages and enhancing the resil-
ience of the electric grid, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. SCHMITT:

S. 4828. A Dbill to reaffirm the Declaration
of Independence as an Organic Law of the
United States; considered and passed.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WELCH, and Ms. HASSAN):

S. 4829. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to provide for certain remedies
for air transportation passengers with dis-
abilities who are discriminated against, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 4830. A Dbill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
86-014 Farrington Highway in Waianae, Ha-
waii, as the ‘“‘United States Representative
Colleen Hanabusa Post Office Building”’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. BALDWIN,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
FETTERMAN, and Mr. BOOKER):

S. 4831. A bill to prohibit, or require disclo-
sure of, the surveillance, monitoring, and
collection of certain worker data by employ-
ers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 4832. A Dbill to amend the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
to allow the Secretary of Agriculture to
enter into self-determination contracts with
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
carry out supplemental nutrition assistance
programs; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. BALDWIN,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and
Mr. FETTERMAN):

S. 4833. A bill to prohibit certain uses of
automated decision systems by employers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 4834. A bill to limit expenditures for for-
eign student work authorizations, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. CRAMER (for himself and Mr.
Kim):

S. 4835. A bill to enhance the administra-
tion of export control licenses under the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. RICKETTS:

S. 4836. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to allow for blended
workforces to carry out the supplemental
nutrition assistance program under certain
conditions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. ALSOBROOKS,
and Mr. SCHIFF):
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S. 4837. A bill to amend the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act to provide for the
automatic appointment of judges to the Dis-
trict of Columbia courts without the advice
and consent of the Senate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. DAINES:

S. 4838. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to exempt certain em-
ployees engaged in outdoor recreational out-
fitting or guiding services from minimum
wage and maximum hours requirements; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 4839. A bill to require the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System, the
Comptroller of the Currency, and the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation to study how
partnerships between financial technology
companies and banking organizations can
support new banking organization formation
and community bank health, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. KELLY):

S. 4840. A bill to expedite consideration of
proposals for additions to, removals from, or
other modifications with respect to entities
on the Entity List; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH):

S. 4841. A bill to amend the Emergency
Food Assistance Act of 1983 to allow for com-
modities under the emergency food assist-
ance program to be ordered through the De-
partment of Defense Fresh Fruit and Vege-
table Program; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
JUSTICE):

S. 4842. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 to permanently au-
thorize the Resilient Food Systems Infra-
structure Program, to establish regional
food systems hubs, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina, Mr.
MURPHY, and Mr. BENNET):

S. 4843. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to promote comprehensive
campus mental health and suicide preven-
tion plans, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr.
WELCH, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. CURTIS,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. WYDEN, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. MARKEY):

S. 4844. A bill to drive innovation in devel-
oping next-generation protection for fire-
fighters by accelerating the development of
PFAS-free turnout gear, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. SLOTKIN (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. KELLY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. PADILLA, Ms.
ROSEN, and Mr. WARNOCK):

S. 4845. A bill to require explicit Congres-
sional approval for troops or armed men at
polling places for the only exception in the
United States Code, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mr. PADILLA):

S. Res. T78. A resolution recognizing and
honoring Cambodian veterans of the Khmer
National Armed Forces for their sacrifices,
their support of the Armed Forces of the
United States, and their defense of freedom
in Southeast Asia; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR):

S. Res. 779. A resolution recognizing the
contributions of Black people to the musical
heritage of the United States and the need
for greater access to music education for
Black students and designating June 2026 as
“Black Music Month’’; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN):

S. Res. 780. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of June 19, 2026, as
“World Sickle Cell Awareness Day’’ in order
to increase public awareness across the
United States and global community about
sickle cell disease and the continued need for
empirical research, early detection
screenings, novel effective treatments lead-
ing to a cure, and preventative care pro-
grams with respect to complications from
sickle cell anemia and conditions relating to
sickle cell disease; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. KING,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KELLY,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. ScOoTT of South
Carolina, Mr. JUSTICE, and Mrs.
BRITT):

S. Res. 781. A resolution commemorating
June 19, 2026, as ‘‘Juneteenth National Inde-
pendence Day’’ in recognition of June 19,
1865, the date on which news of the end of
slavery reached the slaves in the South-
western States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 40

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 40, a bill to address the
fundamental injustice, cruelty, bru-
tality, and inhumanity of slavery in
the United States and the 13 American
colonies between 1619 and 18656 and to
establish a commission to study and
consider a national apology and pro-
posal for reparations for the institu-
tion of slavery, its subsequent de jure
and de facto racial and economic dis-
crimination against African Ameri-
cans, and the impact of these forces on
living African Americans, to make rec-
ommendations to the Congress on ap-
propriate remedies, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 193

At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the

name of the Senator from Washington
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(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 193, a bill to repeal the Alien
Enemies Act.
S. 473
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MCCORMICK) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 473, a bill to
amend the Older Americans Act of 1965
to include screening for loneliness and
coordination of supportive services and
health care to address the negative
health effects of loneliness, to require
a report on loneliness, and for other
purposes.
S. 494
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 494, a bill to establish a national
plan to coordinate research on epi-
lepsy, and for other purposes.
S. 1289
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the names of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MARSHALL) and the Senator from
Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1289, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks on the United States
and to support programs at the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial and Mu-
seum at the World Trade Center.
S. 1547
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1547, a bill to
amend title 54, United States Code, to
reauthorize the National Parks and
Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund,
and for other purposes.
S. 1705
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1705, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Commerce to issue standards
with respect to chip security mecha-
nisms for integrated circuit products,
and for other purposes.
S. 1808
At the request of Mr. MCcCORMICK, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
HUSTED) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1808, a bill to permit a registered in-
vestment company to omit certain fees
from the calculation of acquired fund
fees and expenses, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1892
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from Florida (Mrs. MooDY) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1892, a bill to clarify
that amounts from declinations should
be deposited in the Crime Victims
Fund and to temporarily provide addi-
tional deposits into the Crime Victims
Fund.
S. 1919
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from West
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Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1919, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to estab-
lish a domestic cotton consumption
credit.
S. 2096
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. KiMm) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2096, a bill to amend titles 10 and
38, United States Code, to make certain
improvements in the Transition Assist-
ance Program and Solid Start Program
to address mental health issues, and
for other purposes.
S. 2195
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2195, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the brave
women who served in World War II as
members of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps
and U.S. Navy Nurse Corps.
S. 2203
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2203, a bill to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to build safer, thriving com-
munities, and save lives, by investing
in effective community-based violence
reduction initiatives, and for other
purposes.
S. 2265
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2265, a bill to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Los Angeles,
California, and the 2034 Olympics and
Paralympic Winter Games in Salt Lake
City, Utah.
S. 2355
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2355, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for hos-
pital and insurer price transparency.
S. 3077
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3077, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to provide appropriate
standards for the inclusion of a term of
supervised release after imprisonment,
and for other purposes.
S. 3332
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3332, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the exclusion of gain from the
sale of a principal residence, and for
other purposes.
S. 3519
At the request of Mr. MCCORMICK, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
35619, a bill to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 to provide for
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control of remote access to items, and
for other purposes.
S. 4189
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCCORMICK) and the Sen-
ator from Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4189, a bill to
reduce the price of insulin and provide
for patient protections with respect to
the cost of insulin.
S. 4221
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4221, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the modi-
fication of the definition of adjusted
taxable income for purposes of the lim-
itation on business interest.
S. 4464
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4464, a bill to amend the Federal
Meat Inspection Act and the Poultry
Products Inspection Act to ensure that
consumers can make informed deci-
sions in choosing between meat and
poultry products and cell-cultivated
protein products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4629
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4629, a bill to prohibit the provision of
Federal funds to State and local gov-
ernments and school districts for pay-
ment of obligations, to prohibit the
Federal Reserve banks, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, and other Fed-
eral agencies from financially assisting
State and local governments and
school districts that have defaulted on
their obligations, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4664
At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 4664, a bill to authorize
the Safer Choice Program within the
Environmental Protection Agency, and
for other purposes.
S. 4671
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4671, a bill to amend chapter
44 of title 18, United States Code, to en-
hance penalties for theft of a firearm
from a Federal firearms licensee.
S. 4720
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4720, a bill to amend the High Seas
Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protec-
tion Act to authorize the Secretary of
Commerce to consider nations with
open registries in the Secretary’s iden-
tification of nations engaging in or en-
dorsing illegal, unreported, or unregu-
lated fishing.
S. 4730
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the names of the Senator from Ne-
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braska (Mr. RICKETTS), the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) and the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4730, a bill to
amend the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977 to authorize capacity build-
ing grants for community college agri-
culture and natural resources pro-
grams.
S. 4805

At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4805, a bill to require the
United States Executive Directors at
the international financial institutions
to oppose certain projects involving
shrimp production.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION T778—RECOG-
NIZING AND HONORING CAM-
BODIAN VETERANS OF THE
KHMER NATIONAL ARMED
FORCES FOR THEIR SACRIFICES,
THEIR SUPPORT OF THE ARMED
FORCES OF THE UNITED
STATES, AND THEIR DEFENSE
OF FREEDOM IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA

Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mr. PADILLA) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 778

Whereas Cambodian veterans of the Khmer
National Armed Forces (also known in
French as the ‘“Forces armées nationales
khmeéres” and referred to in this resolution
as the “FANK), played a significant role in
the fight against communism during the
Vietnam war, standing shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Armed Forces of the United States
in the defense of freedom and democracy in
Southeast Asia;

Whereas, through their courageous ac-
tions, the FANK successfully captured and
destroyed significant enemy supplies, there-
by disrupting the logistical capabilities of
adversarial forces;

Whereas the FANK played a pivotal role in
gathering and providing vital intelligence to
the Armed Forces of the United States,
which significantly contributed to oper-
ational success and strategic planning in the
region;

Whereas the intelligence provided by the
FANK included crucial information on
enemy troop positions, movements, and
strength, enabling the Armed Forces of the
United States to make informed decisions
that saved lives and advanced the mission of
promoting stability and security;

Whereas the members of the FANK have
faced profound challenges, including loss of
life, personal sacrifice, and the enduring im-
pact of conflict, yet have remained steadfast
in their commitment to their country and
allies;

Whereas, recognizing the FANK’s role in
Phnom Penh on April 12, 1975, in providing
critical support and protection that facili-
tated the safe evacuation of United States
Embassy personnel, ensuring the safe pas-
sage of United States diplomats and citizens
from a rapidly deteriorating situation;
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Whereas, after the fall of Phnom Penh on
April 17, 1975, an estimated of 1,500,000 to
3,000,000 members of the FANK and Cam-
bodian people lost their lives during the
Khmer Rouge genocide;

Whereas the FANK members and their
families were targeted and executed, along
with a wide range of people, including intel-
lectuals, professionals, scholars, artists, reli-
gious figures, and anyone associated with
the former Government of Cambodia or per-
ceived as a threat, during the ‘Killing
Fields’ regime;

Whereas many FANK personnel, their fam-
ily members, and other Cambodians fled
their homeland to escape the Khmer Rouge
regime to find freedom in the United States
and other nations;

Whereas veterans of the FANK and other
Cambodians who resettled in the United
States found refuge in the country where
they suffered severe mental health and socio-
economic challenges, but were determined to
build new lives;

Whereas veterans of the FANK who risked
their lives fighting for freedom in the Cam-
bodian civil war should be honored for their
distinguished service and for the contribu-
tions they provided to the United States;

Whereas many of these brave individuals
witnessed unimaginable horrors, lost com-
rades, and endured personal loss that has left
deep psychological scars, extending far be-
yond physical impact;

Whereas veterans and survivors of genocide
are at a higher risk for mental health dis-
orders such as post-traumatic stress dis-
order, depression, and anxiety;

Whereas veterans of the FANK were found-
ers of, and served in, local not-for-profit or-
ganizations, engaging with the Federal Gov-
ernment, local and State governments, and
with other community and religious organi-
zations, advocating on behalf of and edu-
cating Cambodian people in the United
States;

Whereas, along with other Cambodian refu-
gees and immigrants, veterans of the FANK
have done much to further successful reset-
tlement to help new refugees and immi-
grants in socioeconomic, psychological, cul-
tural, and educational development; and

Whereas, while remembering and honoring
the lives of members of the FANK, and other
lives lost during the genocide, the new gen-
eration of Cambodian Americans continue to
be an integral part of American society, in-
cluding by serving others as health care pro-
fessionals, teachers, and servicemembers:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the sacrifices made by Cam-
bodian veterans of the Khmer National
Armed Forces in their unwavering commit-
ment to protect their nation and support al-
lied efforts alongside the United States in
the early 1970s;

(2) expresses profound gratitude to the
Khmer National Armed Forces for their in-
valuable partnership, which has been instru-
mental in advancing the shared goals of free-
dom, security, and prosperity in the region;
and

(3) acknowledges the historical signifi-
cance of the contributions of the Khmer Na-
tional Armed Forces during that period to
the fight for freedom in shaping the future of
southeast Asia.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 779—RECOG-
NIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF
BLACK PEOPLE TO THE MUSICAL
HERITAGE OF THE UNITED
STATES AND THE NEED FOR
GREATER ACCESS TO MUSIC
EDUCATION FOR BLACK STU-
DENTS AND DESIGNATING JUNE
2026 AS “BLACK MUSIC MONTH”

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 779

Whereas spirituals, ragtime, blues, jazz,
gospel, classical composition, and countless
other categories of music have been created
or enhanced by Black people and are etched
into the history and culture of the United
States;

Whereas the first Africans transported to
the United States came from a variety of
ethnic groups with a long history of distinct
and cultivated musical traditions, brought
musical instruments with them, and built
new musical instruments in the United
States;

Whereas spirituals were a distinct response
to the conditions of slavery in the United
States and expressed the longing of the
enslaved for spiritual and bodily freedom, for
safety from harm and evil, and for relief
from the hardships of slavery;

Whereas jazz, arguably the most creative
and complex music that the United States
has produced, combines the musical tradi-
tions of Black people in New Orleans with
the creative flexibility of blues music;

Whereas masterful trumpeters Louis Arm-
strong and Miles Davis achieved national
and international recognition with the suc-
cess of ‘“West End Blues’” by Louis Arm-
strong in the 1920s and ‘‘So What’ by Miles
Davis in the late 1950s;

Whereas Thomas Dorsey, the ‘‘Father of
Gospel Music”’, used his composing talents to
merge sacred and secular styles that created
a revolution in music;

Whereas talented jazz pianist and vocalist
Nat King Cole recorded more than 150 singles
and sold more than 50,000,000 records;

Whereas the talent of Ella Fitzgerald, a
winner of 13 Grammy Awards, is epitomized
by a rendition of ‘“‘Summertime’, a bluesy
record accompanied by melodic vocals;

Whereas Natalie Cole, the daughter of Nat
King Cole, achieved musical success in the
mid-1970s as a rhythm and blues artist with
the hits ‘““This Will Be’’ and ‘‘Unforgettable’’;

Whereas, in the 1940s, bebop evolved
through jam sessions, which included trum-
peter Dizzy Gillespie and alto saxophonist
Charlie Parker, held at clubs in Harlem, New
York, such as Minton’s Playhouse;

Whereas earlier classical singers such as
Elizabeth Taylor Greenfield, one of the first
widely known Black vocalists, and other
early Black singing pioneers, including Nel-
lie Mitchell Brown, Marie Selika Williams,
Rachel Walker Turner, Marian Anderson,
and Flora Batson Bergen, paved the way for
the female Black concert singers who have
achieved great popularity during the last 50
years;

Whereas the term ‘‘rhythm and blues”
originated in the late 1940s as a way to de-
scribe recordings marketed to Black people
and replaced the term ‘‘race music’’;

Whereas lyrical themes in rhythm and
blues often encapsulate the Black experience
of pain, the quest for freedom, joy, triumphs
and failures, relationships, economics, and
aspiration and were popularized by artists
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such as Ray Charles, Ruth Brown, Etta
James, and Otis Redding;

Whereas the musical virtuoso Reverend
Richard Smallwood, a composer and ar-
ranger of classical gospel music, continues
to inspire audiences and performers world-
wide;

Whereas soul music originated in the
Black community in the late 1950s and early
1960s, combines elements of Black gospel
music, rhythm and blues, and jazz, and was
popularized by artists such as Aretha Frank-
lin, James Brown, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke,
Bill Withers, and Jackie Wilson;

Whereas Motown, founded as a record label
in 1959, evolved into a distinctive style
known for the ‘“Motown Sound’”, a blend of
pop and soul musical stylings made popular
by prominent Black artists such as Marvin
Gaye, James Mason, and Mary Wells;

Whereas go-go, developed by Black musi-
cians in the mid-1960s and combining funk,
soul, and Latin music, was popularized by
artists such as Chuck Brown and Rare Es-
sence, and is the ‘‘official music of Wash-
ington, DC’’;

Whereas Harry Belafonte, a singer, actor,
activist, and a supporter and confidant of
Martin Luther King, Jr., throughout the
civil rights movement, influenced by his Car-
ibbean roots, popularized calypso music in
the United States;

Whereas, in the early 1970s, the musical
style of disco emerged and was popularized
by programs such as Soul Train and by art-
ists such as Donna Summer;

Whereas reggae is a genre of music that
originated in Jamaica in the late 1960s and
incorporates some of the musical elements of
rhythm and blues, jazz, mento, calypso, and
African music, and was popularized by art-
ists such as Bob Marley;

Whereas rock and roll was developed from
Black musical styles such as gospel and
rhythm and blues and was popularized by
artists such as Chuck Berry, Bo Diddley, Lit-
tle Richard, and Jimi Hendrix;

Whereas rap, arguably the most complex
and influential form of hip-hop culture, com-
bines blues, jazz, and soul and elements of
the Black musical tradition with Caribbean
calypso, dub, and dance hall reggae;

Whereas the development and popularity of
old-style rap combined confident beats with
wordplay and storytelling, highlighting the
struggle of Black youth growing up in
underresourced neighborhoods;

Whereas Dayton, Ohio, known as the
“Land of Funk’, helped give rise to the
genre of funk as a mixture of soul, jazz, and
rhythm and blues and popularized bands
such as the Ohio Players, Heatwave, Roger
and Zapp, and Lakeside;

Whereas contemporary rhythm and blues,
which originated in the late 1970s and com-
bines elements of pop, rhythm and blues,
soul, funk, hip hop, gospel, and electronic
dance music, was popularized by artists such
as Whitney Houston and Aaliyah;

Whereas Prince Rogers Nelson, a Min-
nesota native, was a one-of-a-kind artist who
made ‘‘Purple Rain’’ a household name, First
Avenue a landmark, and brought inter-
national fame to Minnesota’s music scene;

Whereas the incredible Billie Holiday cre-
ated a cultural reset by recording ‘‘Strange
Fruit”’, originally a poem that depicted
lynching in the Southern United States,
which became the first protest song of the
civil rights era;

Whereas the talented jazz artist Duke
Ellington pushed boundaries with his hits
“It Don’t Mean a Thing if It Ain’t Got That
Swing’”’ and ‘‘Sophisticated Lady’ and re-
ceived 13 Grammy Awards and the Presi-
dential Gold Medal;

Whereas Sister Rosetta Tharpe, known as
the ‘““‘Godmother of Rock ’n’ Roll”’, combined
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her distinctive guitar style with melodic
blues and traditional gospel music that in-
fluenced the likes of Aretha Franklin and
Chuck Berry;

Whereas Tina Turner, known as the
“Queen of Rock 'n’ Roll”, stunned audiences
with her powerful vocals, was the first
woman or Black musician to be featured on
the cover of Rolling Stone, and received 12
Grammy Awards during her lifetime;

Whereas trailblazer Florence Price was the
first noted Black female composer to gain
national status and the first Black woman to
have her composed work performed by a
major national symphony orchestra;

Whereas the classical singer Marian Ander-
son broke down racial barriers by performing
at the Lincoln Memorial in 1939 after being
denied the opportunity to sing in front of an
integrated audience at the Daughters of the
American Revolution Constitution Hall in
Washington, DC;

Whereas country music singer Charley
Pride was inducted into the Country Music
Hall of Fame in 2000 and has had more than
40 hits reach number 1 on the country charts;

Whereas Nina Simone, one of the most
prominent and extraordinary soul singers,
has music spanning more than 4 decades that
impacted generations with detailed story-
telling;

Whereas musician Bobby McFerrin brought
joy to audiences everywhere with his smash
hit “Don’t Worry Be Happy’’;

Whereas famous saxophone player John
Coltrane made his impact on genres like
bebop, jazz, and rhythm and blues through
his work such as ‘“‘A Love Supreme’’;

Whereas David Jolicoeur, also known as
Trugoy the Dove, was a founding member of
hip-hop groups De La Soul and Native
Tongues and used his passion for rap music
to spread positive messages within his com-
munity;

Whereas musical force Marvin Gaye used
his versatility as an artist to produce hits
like “‘I Heard It Through the Grapevine’ and
“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough’’;

Whereas Sylvia Robinson, a New Jersey
native, was an American singer, record pro-
ducer, and founder of Sugar Hill Records and
is widely credited with launching the hip-hop
genre internationally;

Whereas New Jersey resident Q-Tip, also
known as Kamaal Fareed, along with his fel-
low members of A Tribe Called Quest—Phife
Dawg, Jarobi White, and Ali Shaheed Mu-
hammad—helped define uplifting and con-
scious hip-hop;

Whereas East Orange, New Jersey, native
Whitney Houston, one of the most recogniz-
able voices in music, sold more than
220,000,000 records worldwide, making her one
of the best-selling artists of all time, and
holds the Guinness World Record as the most
awarded female artist with more than 400 ca-
reer awards.

Whereas Camden, New Jersey, native Leon
Huff and his longtime partner Kenny Gamble
are Grammy-winning songwriters and pro-
ducers, who founded Philadelphia Inter-
national Records and produced more than 170
gold and platinum records for artists such as
Billy Paul, Lou Rawls, The O’Jays, Patti
LaBelle, and Phyllis Hyman;

Whereas Black Music Month was estab-
lished 47 years ago by songwriter and pro-
ducer Kenny Gamble, broadcaster Dyana
Williams, and radio executive Ed Wright
under the auspices of the Black Music Asso-
ciation;

Whereas the National Museum of African
American Music in Nashville, Tennessee,
serves as the official home of Black Music
Month and is dedicated to preserving and
celebrating the central role of Black music
in American culture;
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Whereas a recent study by the National
Arts Education Data Project found that 49
percent of all students attending schools
with a predominately African-American stu-
dent population do not participate in school
music programs;

Whereas Black students scored the lowest
of all ethnicities in the most recent National
Assessment for Educational Progress arts as-
sessment;

Whereas Black students often receive a
music education that does not reflect their
own culture;

Whereas students who are eligible for the
school lunch program established under the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) have significantly
lower scores on the music portion of the Na-
tional Assessment for Educational Progress
arts assessment than students who are ineli-
gible for that program, which suggests that
students in low-income families are dis-
advantaged in the subject of music;

Whereas a study found that—

(1) nearly 25 of music ensemble students
were White and middle class, and only 15 per-
cent of those students were Black; and

(2) only 7 percent of music teacher licen-
sure candidates were Black; and

Whereas students of color face many bar-
riers to accessing music education and train-
ing, especially in large urban public schools:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes—

(A) the contributions of Black people to
the musical heritage of the United States;

(B) the wide array of talented and popular
Black musical artists, composers, song-
writers, and musicians who are underrecog-
nized for contributions to music;

(C) the achievements, talent, and hard
work of Black pioneer artists and the obsta-
cles that those artists overcame to gain rec-
ognition;

(D) the need for Black students to have
greater access to, and participation in, cul-
turally relevant music programs in schools
across the United States; and

(E) Black History Month and Black Music
Month as an important time—

(i) to celebrate the impact of the Black
musical heritage on the musical heritage of
the United States; and

(ii) to encourage greater access to music
education so that the next generation may
continue to greatly contribute to the musi-
cal heritage of the United States; and

(2) designates June 2026 as ‘‘Black Music
Month’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 780—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 19, 2026,
AS “WORLD SICKLE CELL
AWARENESS DAY” IN ORDER TO
INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
AND GLOBAL COMMUNITY
ABOUT SICKLE CELL DISEASE
AND THE CONTINUED NEED FOR
EMPIRICAL RESEARCH, EARLY
DETECTION SCREENINGS, NOVEL
EFFECTIVE TREATMENTS LEAD-
ING TO A CURE, AND PREVENTA-
TIVE CARE PROGRAMS WITH RE-
SPECT TO COMPLICATIONS FROM
SICKLE CELL ANEMIA AND CON-
DITIONS RELATING TO SICKLE
CELL DISEASE
Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr.

VAN HOLLEN) submitted the following

resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Foreign Relations:
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Whereas sickle cell disease (referred to in
this preamble as ‘“SCD’’) is a group of inher-
ited red blood cell disorders, a genetic condi-
tion present at birth, and a major health
problem in the United States and worldwide;

Whereas the 2026 theme of World Sickle
Cell Awareness Day, ‘‘Closing the Survival
Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease’, is an
immediate call to close the survival gap and
push towards a universal cure;

Whereas, in 1972, Dr. Charles Whitten co-
founded the Sickle Cell Disease Association
of America to improve research, education,
and health care for SCD patients and which
is now headquartered in Hanover, Maryland;

Whereas, in 1972, Congress passed the Na-
tional Sickle Cell Anemia Control Act (Pub-
lic Law 92-294; 86 Stat. 136), which, for the
first time, provided authority to establish
education, information, screening, testing,
counseling, research, and treatment pro-
grams for SCD;

Whereas sickle cell trait (referred to in
this preamble as ‘““SCT”’) is a gene mutation
that causes a single misspelling in the DNA
instructions for hemoglobin, a protein that
aids in carrying oxygen in the blood, and can
result in chronic complications for individ-
uals living with SCD, including anemia,
stroke, infections, organ failure, tissue dam-
age, intense periods of pain referred to as
vaso-occulsive crises, and even premature
death;

Whereas SCT occurs when an individual in-
herits 1 copy of the sickle cell gene from 1
parent, and, although most individuals who
have SCT live normal lives, when both par-
ents have SCT, there is a 25 percent chance
that any of their children will have SCD;

Whereas there are an estimated 1,000,000 to
3,000,000 individuals with SCT in the United
States, with many unaware of their status;

Whereas approximately 100,000 individuals
have SCD in the United States, with 1 out of
every 365 African-American births and 1 out
of every 16,300 Hispanic-American births re-
sulting in SCD, and nearly 1 out of 13 Afri-
can-American babies are born with SCT;

Whereas SCD affects millions of individ-
uals throughout the world, especially indi-
viduals of genetic descent from certain coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa, South and Cen-
tral America, Saudi Arabia, India, and the
Mediterranean basin;

Whereas the variance relating to the prev-
alence of SCT ranges greatly by region and
demography, with overall rates as high as 40
percent in parts of Africa;

Whereas approximately 1,000 children in
Africa are born with SCD each day, 50 to 80
percent of whom will die before their fifth
birthday;

Whereas, in 2006, the World Health Assem-
bly passed a resolution, adopted by the
United Nations in 2009, recognizing SCD as a
public health priority with a call to action
for each country to implement measures to
tackle the disease, and in 2010, the World
Health Assembly passed a resolution relating
to preventing and managing birth defects,
including SCD;

Whereas screening newborns for SCD is a
crucial first step for families to obtain a
timely diagnosis, to obtain comprehensive
care, and to decrease the mortality rate for
children with respect to SCD;

Whereas, in 2023, hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation (commonly known as
“HSCT”’ or bone marrow transplant) was the
only cure for SCD, and the Food and Drug
Administration has since approved 2 gene
therapies that have been demonstrated to
cure SCD;

Whereas there is an immediate need for
lifesaving therapeutics that can improve the
duration and quality of life for individuals
with SCD;
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Whereas, in 2020, the National Academies
of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine de-
veloped a comprehensive strategic plan and
blueprint for action to address SCD, which
highlights the need to develop new innova-
tive therapies and to address barriers to the
equitable access of approved treatments;

Whereas, in 2020, the Department of Health
and Human Services, in partnership with the
American Society of Hematology and the
SickleInAfrica Consortium, and in collabora-
tion with the World Health Organization,
hosted a webinar for a joint effort to
strengthen efforts to combat SCD during the
COVID-19 pandemic and beyond;

Whereas the late Kwaku Ohene-Frempong,
M.D., Professor Emeritus of Pediatrics at the
Perelman School of Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and American Society
of Hematology member who founded and
served as a member of the Global Sickle Cell
Disease Network, was a leader in advancing
the body of knowledge in SCD research, pub-
lic health, and medicine and is recognized as
immeasurably benefitting thousands of chil-
dren worldwide; and

Whereas, although June 19, 2026, has been
designated as ‘“World Sickle Cell Awareness
Day”’ to increase public awareness across the
United States and global community about
SCD, there remains a continued need for em-
pirical research, early detection screenings,
novel effective treatments leading to a cure,
and preventative care programs with respect
to complications from sickle cell anemia and
conditions relating to SCD: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of World
Sickle Cell Awareness Day;

(2) commits to ensuring equitable access to
new sickle cell disease (referred to in this
resolution as ‘“SCD’”’) treatments by shining
the light among all economic, racial, and
ethnic groups to improve health outcomes
for individuals living with SCD;

(3) calls on the Department of Health and
Human Services to create global policy solu-
tions aimed at providing support for the
global community with respect to SCD and,
in partnership with local governments, the
domestic resources needed to provide access
to newborn screening programs, therapeutic
interventions, and support services with re-
spect to SCD;

(4) supports eliminating barriers to equi-
table access to innovative SCD therapies, in-
cluding cell, gene, and gene-editing therapies
in the Medicare and Medicaid systems for
the most vulnerable patients;

(5) encourages the people of the United
States and the world to hold appropriate pro-
grams, events, and activities on World Sick-
le Cell Awareness Day to raise public aware-
ness of SCD traits, preventative-care pro-
grams, treatments, and other patient serv-
ices for those suffering from SCD, complica-
tions from SCD, and conditions relating to
SCD;

(6) encourages the President to form a
Sickle Cell Disease Interagency Group,
which should include the Department of
Health and Human Services, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, the National Institute of
Health, the Food and Drug Administration,
and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, to work toward policies that will
support equitable and appropriate access to
innovative SCD therapies; and

(7) with respect to the policies described in
paragraph (6), urges the interagency group
described in that paragraph to consider op-
tions that not only address access to poten-
tial future curative treatments for SCD, but
also address the biases that the populations
most affected by SCD continue to face with-
in the United States and global healthcare
systems.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 781—COM-
MEMORATING JUNE 19, 2026, AS
“JUNETEENTH NATIONAL INDE-
PENDENCE DAY” IN RECOGNI-
TION OF JUNE 19, 1865, THE DATE
ON WHICH NEWS OF THE END OF
SLAVERY REACHED THE SLAVES
IN THE SOUTHWESTERN STATES

Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. KING,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. YOUNG, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KELLY, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina, Mr. JUS-
TICE, and Mrs. BRITT) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. REs. 781

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not
reach the frontier areas of the United States,
in particular the State of Texas and the
other Southwestern States, until months
after the conclusion of the Civil War, more
than 2. years after President Abraham Lin-
coln issued the Emancipation Proclamation
on January 1, 1863;

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon Granger, ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that
the Civil War had ended and the enslaved
were free;

Whereas African Americans who had been
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19,
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth National
Independence Day’’, as inspiration and en-
couragement for future generations;

Whereas African Americans from the
Southwest have continued the tradition of
observing Juneteenth National Independence
Day for more than 150 years;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day began as a holiday in the State of
Texas and is now a Federal holiday that is
celebrated in all 50 States and the District of
Columbia as a special day of observance in
recognition of the emancipation of all slaves
in the United States;

Whereas Juneteenth National Independ-
ence Day celebrations have been held to
honor African-American freedom while en-
couraging self-development and respect for
all cultures;

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves and the
descendants of former slaves remain an ex-
ample for all people of the United States, re-
gardless of background, religion, or race;

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the ratification of the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States in December 1865; and

Whereas, over the course of its history, the
United States has grown into a symbol of de-
mocracy and freedom around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates June 19, 2026, as
“Juneteenth National Independence Day’’;

(2) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth National Independence Day to
the United States;

(3) supports the continued nationwide cele-
bration of Juneteenth National Independence
Day to provide an opportunity for the people
of the United States to learn more about the
past and to better understand the experi-
ences that have shaped the United States;
and

(4) recognizes that the observance of the
end of slavery is part of the history and her-
itage of the United States.
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5855. Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, and Mrs. BLACKBURN) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for military ac-
tivities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5856. Ms. SMITH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5857. Ms. SMITH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5858. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. KELLY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5859. Mr. REED (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5860. Mr. YOUNG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5861. Mr. YOUNG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5862. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5863. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5864. Mr. HAWLEY (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5865. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and
Mr. CRUZ) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5866. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
PETERS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5867. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5868. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
COONS) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5869. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5870. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5871. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5872. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5873. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5874. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment in-

June 18, 2026

tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5875. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Mr. HICKENLOOPER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5876. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Ms. ROSEN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5877. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Mr. KELLY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5878. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, and Mr. COONS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5879. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. GALLEGO) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 4784, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5880. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Mr. HAGERTY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
4784, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 5881. Mr. McCORMICK submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5882. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5883. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5884. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 5885. Mr. YOUNG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5886. Mr. McCORMICK (for himself, Mr.
RICKETTS, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 5855. Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO, and Mrs. BLACKBURN)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by her to the bill S. 4784, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 358. CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN FACILI-
TIES AS LOCATIONS WHERE CON-
TAMINATION OCCURRED AND MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WERE
EXPOSED TO TOXIC SUBSTANCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall classify the following locations as a lo-
cation where contamination occurred:

(1) On and after January 27, 1951, the Ne-
vada Test and Training Range, including the
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Nevada National Security Site (as such site
is defined on May 19, 2026).

(2) Any facility on the most recent list of
facilities covered under the Energy Employ-
ees Occupational Illness Compensation Pro-
gram Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 7384 et seq.) pub-
lished in the Federal Register by the Sec-
retary of Energy.

(b) IDENTIFICATION PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall establish a process to identify members
of the Armed Forces and former members of
the Armed Forces that were stationed at a
facility specified in subsection (a).

(2) DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a process to permit
members of the Armed Forces and former
members of the Armed Forces to provide
documentation or evidence of their assign-
ment at a facility specified in subsection (a)
to assist the Secretary in identifying those
members and former members under para-
graph (1).

(3) EFFORTS.—The Secretary of Defense
shall make all efforts to identify individuals
described in paragraph (1) and shall not re-
quire members of the Armed Forces or
former members of the Armed Forces to sub-
mit evidence of their stationing.

(c) SHARING OF INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall share with the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs all information
and documentation gathered under sub-
section (b) in order to provide the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs with adequate docu-
mentation of the service of members of the
Armed Forces and former members of the
Armed Forces at facilities specified in sub-
section (a) and any injuries, exposures, or ill-
nesses related to such service, for the pur-
pose of establishing any claim for benefits
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to which such
members and former members are legally en-
titled.

SA 5856. Ms. SMITH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. REVOCATION OF CHARTER OF IN-
CORPORATION OF THE LOWER
SIOUX INDIAN COMMUNITY.

The request of the Lower Sioux Indian
Community in the State of Minnesota to sur-
render the charter of incorporation issued to
that community and ratified on July 17, 1937,
pursuant to section 17 of the Act of June 18,
1934 (commonly known as the ‘‘Indian Reor-
ganization Act’’) (48 Stat. 988, chapter 576; 25
U.S.C. 5124), is hereby accepted and that
charter of incorporation is hereby revoked.

SA 5857. Ms. SMITH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SEC. . TRANSFER OF ADDITIONAL FEDERAL
LAND TO THE LEECH LAKE BAND OF

OJIBWE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2(a)(5) of the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restora-
tion Act (Public Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1140)
is amended by striking subparagraph (B) and
inserting the following:

‘(B) does not intend immediately to mod-
ify the use of the Federal land.”’.

(b) INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL FEDERAL
LAND.—Section 2 of the Leech Lake Band of
Ojibwe Reservation Restoration Act (Public
Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1139) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘means the approximately”
and inserting ‘means—

‘(1) the approximately’’;

(ii) in clause (i) (as so designated), by
striking the period at the end and inserting
‘;and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) any other land managed by the Sec-
retary, through the Chief of the Forest Serv-
ice, located in the Chippewa National Forest
in Cass County, Minnesota, which records
maintained by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
show was sold without the unanimous con-
sent of the rightful landowners.”’; and

(B) in subparagraph (B)—

(i) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
clauses (ii) and (iii), respectively; and

(ii) by inserting before clause (ii) (as so re-
designated) the following:

‘(i) any land transferred pursuant to an
agreement entered into between the Sec-
retary and the Tribe under subsection
(€)(2);7;

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and
3);

(B) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

““(2) AGREEMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—On agreement between
the Secretary and the Tribe, the Secretary
shall substitute, for purposes of the transfer
under paragraph (1), alternative National
Forest System land located in Cass County,
Minnesota, on an acre-for-acre basis, for
those parcels of Federal land to be trans-
ferred under that paragraph in a manner
that avoids in-holdings and provides a pref-
erence for land adjacent to or near existing
Leech Lake trust lands and lands of cultural
importance to the Tribe, to the maximum
extent practicable.

‘(B) FREQUENCY OF TRANSFERS.—Pursuant
to an agreement entered into under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary may transfer land
to the Secretary of the Interior on a rolling
basis as that land is identified and surveys
are completed.”’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘de-
scribed in subsection (b)(1)(A)({1)’’ after “‘Fed-
eral land’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘submit a map
and legal description of the Federal land”
and inserting ‘‘submit maps and legal de-
scriptions of the Federal land transferred
pursuant to paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (c), as applicable,”’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘“map and legal description”
and inserting ‘‘maps and legal descriptions’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘map or legal description”
and inserting ‘‘maps or legal descriptions’’;
and
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(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘“‘map and
legal description’ and inserting ‘“‘maps and
legal descriptions”.

(c) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms
the applicability of section 97A.151 of the
Minnesota Statutes, including the settle-
ment agreement ratified by that section, for
purposes of ensuring that the hunting, fish-
ing, and recreation rights of non-Tribal
members remain unchanged by the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe Reservation Restora-
tion Act (Public Law 116-255; 134 Stat. 1139)
and the amendments made to that Act by
this section.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the
amendments made by this section, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service, shall provide for
public engagement and comment in accord-
ance with applicable laws (including regula-
tions).

SA 5858. Mrs. BLACKBURN (for her-
self and Mr. KELLY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION OF PRO-
POSALS FOR ADDITIONS TO, REMOV-
ALS FROM, OR OTHER MODIFICA-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO ENTITIES
ON THE ENTITY LIST.

Section 1754 of the Export Control Reform
Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4813) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘(2) EXPEDITED CONSIDERATION OF PRO-
POSALS FOR ADDITIONS TO, REMOVALS FROM,
OR OTHER MODIFICATIONS WITH RESPECT TO
ENTITIES ON THE ENTITY LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any member of the End-
User Review Committee may submit a pro-
posal directly to the Committee requesting a
vote of all members of the Committee for ad-
ditions to, removals from, or other modifica-
tions with respect to the Entity List. A pro-
posal to add an entity to the Entity List
shall be made in accordance with the provi-
sions of paragraph (4).

‘‘(2) CONSIDERATION.—Subject to paragraph
(4)(B), the End-User Review Committee shall
vote to approve or disapprove a proposal sub-
mitted under paragraph (1) not later than 30
days after the date on which the proposal is
submitted to the Committee.

‘“(3) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.—The chair-
person of the End-User Review Committee,
with the concurrence of the member of the
Committee that submitted a proposal under
paragraph (1), may suspend for an additional
15 days the time period specified in para-
graph (2) with respect to consideration of the
proposal if the chairperson and the member
determine that additional information is re-
quired in order to make a determination
with respect to the proposal, including the
impact and effect of the proposal.

‘“(4) ADDITIONS TO THE ENTITY LIST.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An entity may be added
to the Entity List if the End-User Review
Committee by majority vote of its members
has determined that the entity has engaged,
is engaged, or is at risk of engaging in activi-
ties contrary to the national security or for-
eign policy interests of the United States.

*(B) LICENSING POLICY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii),
there shall be in effect a policy of presump-
tion of denial for all applications for a li-
cense to export, reexport, or in-country
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transfer any item subject to the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations if an entity added
to the Entity List under this subsection is or
would be a party to a transaction with re-
spect to which the application applies.

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—The licensing policy re-
quired by clause (i) shall not apply with re-
spect to an entity described in such clause if
the members of the End-User Review Com-
mittee agree by majority vote to apply a dif-
ferent policy with respect to the entity for
all or specific types of items subject to the
Export Administration Regulations that
would be in the national security and foreign
policy interests of the United States.

‘““(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to limit or
otherwise affect the escalation procedures
unrelated to the End-User Review Com-
mittee.

() ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Each member of the
End-User Review Committee shall have 1
vote with respect to matters described in
this subsection. The chairperson of the Com-
mittee shall not have the authority to make
determinations or override any voting deci-
sion with respect to such matters.

‘(B) SUSPENSION OF VOTING PERIOD.—The
chairperson of the End-User Review Com-
mittee may suspend the 30-day voting period
described in paragraph (2) if the members of
the Committee unanimously agree to post-
pone the vote.

‘(C) NOTICE; IMPLEMENTING AUTHORITY.—
The chairperson of the End-User Review
Committee shall notify the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Export Administra-
tion of all final decisions of the Committee
with respect to additions to, removals from,
or other modifications with respect to the
Entity List under this subsection so that the
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export
Administration may implement all such
modifications.

‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) END-USER REVIEW COMMITTEE; COM-
MITTEE.—The terms ‘End-User Review Com-
mittee’ and ‘Committee’ mean—

‘(i) the End-User Review Committee estab-
lished under section 744.16(d) of the Export
Administration Regulations; or

‘“(ii) any successor committee.

‘(B) ENTITY LIST.—The term ‘Entity List’
means the list maintained by the Bureau of
Industry and Security of the Department of
Commerce pursuant to subsection (a)(2) and
set forth in Supplement No. 4 to part 744 of
the Export Administration Regulations (or
successor regulations).”.

SA 5859. Mr. REED (for himself and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2027 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 850. JOB CORPS SHIPBUILDING-DEFENSE IN-

DUSTRIAL BASE PIPELINE ACT OF
2026.

(a) ALIGNMENT OF JOB CORPS WITH THE DE-
FENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The National Imperative
for Industrial Skills program of the Depart-
ment of Defense (or a successor program)
shall maximize the use of and expand on the
activities of Job Corps centers and registered
apprenticeship programs to train the skilled
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industrial workers that are needed in the de-
fense industrial base.

(2) REFERRAL OF MILITARY RECRUITS TO JOB
CORPS.—Military recruiters shall make each
military recruit who is ineligible to enlist in
the military as a result of the requirements
of section 520 of title 10, United States Code,
aware of the opportunity to enroll in Job
Corps and registered apprenticeship pro-
grams in order to meet the standards for en-
listment or learn skills that can contribute
to the defense industrial base.

(3) JOB CORPS TRADE REALIGNMENT.—In
order to address shortages of skilled indus-
trial workers in the defense industrial base,
the Secretary of Defense may, through the
National Imperative for Industrial Skills
program (or a successor program) and grants
to Job Corps center operators as provided in
accordance with section 158(f) of the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act (29
U.S.C. 3208(f)), support the change of trades
offered at a Job Corps center, including at a
Job Corps transition hub at an existing cen-
ter or at a new site in close proximity to a
shipyard or other defense industrial base
suppliers, to align with the needs of the de-
fense industrial base, including through in-
vestments in curricula development, equip-
ment, and facilities.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section:

(A) ENROLLEE; JOB CORPS; JOB CORPS CEN-
TER.—The terms ‘‘enrollee”, ‘‘Job Corps’’,
and ‘‘Job Corps center’” have the meanings
given such terms in section 142 of the Work-
force Innovation and Opportunity Act (29
U.S.C. 3192).

(B) JOB CORPS CENTER OPERATOR.—The
term ‘‘Job Corps center operator’” has the
meaning given the term ‘‘operator’ in such
section of such Act.

(C) JOB CORPS TRANSITION HUB.—The term
“Job Corps transition hub’” means an ad-
vanced career training program under sec-
tion 148 of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3198) that facilitates
the onboarding and retention of enrollees
into the defense industrial base.

(D) REGISTERED APPRENTICESHIP PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘registered apprenticeship
program’’ means an apprenticeship program
that is registered under the Act of August 16,
1937 (commonly known as the ‘‘National Ap-
prenticeship Act’; 50 Stat. 664, chapter 663;
29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.).

(b) EXTENSION OF SHIPBUILDING SPECIAL IN-
CENTIVE TO THE JOB CORPS.—Section
8696(b)(2) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(G) The Job Corps program established
under section 143 of the Workforce Innova-
tion and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3193) or
an individual Job Corps center operator as
defined in section 142 of the Workforce Inno-
vation and Opportunity Act (29 TU.S.C.
3192).”.

(¢) JOB CORPS CONFORMING REFORMS.—

(1) SUCCESS IN MILITARY RECRUITMENT AS A
GRADUATE OF JOB CORPS.—Section 142(5) of
the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act (29 U.S.C. 3192(5)) is amended by insert-
ing ‘“‘enlisted in the military with a score on
the Armed Forces Qualification Test that is
above the thirty-first percentile,”’” before ‘‘or
completed’.

(2) GRANTS TO JOB CORPS CENTERS.—Section
158(f) of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3208(f)) is amended—

(A) by striking the heading and inserting
“EXTERNAL FUNDING’;

(B) by striking ‘“The Secretary may accept
on behalf of the Job Corps or individual Job
Corps centers charitable donations of cash”
and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary (or the
Secretary of Agriculture, as appropriate), on
behalf of the Job Corps, or a Job Corps cen-
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ter operator, on behalf of such center, may
accept grants and charitable donations of
cash’’;

(C) by inserting ‘‘grants and’ before ‘‘do-
nations are’’;

(D) by striking ‘‘available for appropriate
use’’ and inserting ‘‘used exclusively’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) TRANSFER OF PROPERTY.—Notwith-
standing sections 501(b) and 522 of title 40,
United States Code, any property acquired
by a Job Corps center shall be directly trans-
ferred, on a nonreimbursable basis, to the
Secretary.

‘“(3) PROHIBITION OF OFFSET USING EXTER-
NAL FUNDING.—An operator that accepts a
grant or charitable donation under para-
graph (1) may not use the grant or charitable
donation to fulfill the cost of any obligation
imposed on the operator under an agreement
under section 147.

‘‘(4) PROHIBITION ON RESTRICTIONS FOR JOB
CORPS PLACEMENT.—A grant or charitable do-
nation under paragraph (1) may not include
terms that restrict the placement or employ-
ment options of an enrollee or graduate.

‘“(5) PUBLIC REPORTING.— The Secretary
shall publicly disclose on annual basis a list
of grants and charitable donations received
under paragraph (1), which shall include the
amount and source of each grant or chari-
table donation and the Job Corps center that
was designated as the beneficiary of each
grant or charitable donation.”.

(3) LOCAL AUTHORITY TO REALIGN TRADES.—
Section 151 of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3201) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(d) LOCAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to the
limitations of the budget approved by the
Secretary for a Job Corps center, the oper-
ator of a Job Corps center shall have the au-
thority, without prior approval from the
Secretary, to—

‘(1) hire staff and provide staff profes-
sional development;

‘(2) set terms and enter into agreements
with Federal, State, or local educational
partners, such as secondary schools, institu-
tions of higher education, child development
centers, units of Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps programs established under
section 2031 of title 10, United States Code,
or employers; and

‘“(3) engage with and educate stakeholders
(including eligible applicants for the Job
Corps) about Job Corps operations, selection
procedures, and activities.”.

(4) STREAMLINED ENROLLMENT OF VETERANS
AND MILITARY RECRUITS INTO THE DEFENSE IN-
DUSTRIAL BASE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b) of section
144 of the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3194) is amended—

(i) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘AND CER-
TAIN OTHER ARMED FORCES MEMBERS’ after
“VETERANS’’; and

(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting ‘‘or a member of the Armed
Forces eligible for pre-separation counseling
of the Transition Assistance Program under
section 1142 of title 10, United States Code,”
after ‘‘a veteran’.

(B) BACKGROUND CHECK EXEMPTION.—Sec-
tion 145(b) of the Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3195(b)) is amend-
ed—

(i) in paragraph (1)(C), by inserting ‘‘except
with respect to an individual described in
paragraph (4),” before ‘‘the individual’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) INDIVIDUALS EXEMPTED FROM BACK-
GROUND CHECK.—An individual described in
this paragraph is—

‘“(A) an individual who is—

“(1)(I) a member of the Armed Forces eligi-
ble for pre-separation counseling of the
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Transition Assistance Program under sec-
tion 1142 of title 10, United States Code; or

““(IT) a veteran who left the Armed Forces
not more than 90 days before the date on
which the veteran applies to enroll in the
Job Corps; and

‘‘(ii) not ineligible for retired pay as pro-
vided by section 12740 of title 10, United
States Code; or

“(B) a military recruit who—

‘(i) is ineligible to enlist in the military as
a result of the requirements of section 520 of
title 10, United States Code; and

‘“(ii) not more than 90 days before the date
on which the recruit applies to enroll in the
Job Corps, passed a background check as
part of the enlistment process.”.

SA 5860. Mr. YOUNG submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:
Subtitle  Helping Allies Respond to Pi-

racy, Overfishing, and Oceanic Negligence

Act
SEC. 10 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Helping
Allies Respond to Piracy, Overfishing, and
Oceanic Negligence Act’” or the “HARPOON
Act”.

SEC. 10 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

1) COMMANDANT.—The term “Com-
mandant’” means the Commandant of the
Coast Guard.

(2) ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED, AND UNREGU-
LATED FISHING; IUU FISHING.—The terms ‘‘ille-
gal, unreported, and unregulated fishing”
and “‘IUU fishing” mean activities described
as illegal fishing, unreported fishing, or un-
regulated fishing in paragraph 3 of the Inter-
national Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter
and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Un-
regulated Fishing, adopted at the 24th Ses-
sion of the Committee on Fisheries in Rome
on March 2, 2001.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Defense.
SEC. 10_ 3. COUNTER-IUU FISHING PROGRAM EN-

HANCEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the
Commandant, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State, may seek to engage with for-
eign partners to establish joint patrols to en-
hance counter-IUU fishing efforts, combat
transnational crime, and enhance regional
security.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary and the Commandant, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of State, shall
jointly submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a report on engagements
with foreign partners under subsection (a),
including—

(A) an identification of specific regions and
countries interested in increased cooperation
to combat IUU fishing;

(B) a description of any limitations on en-
hanced counter-IUU fishing partnerships due
to insufficient resources or authorities;

(C) recommendations for increased pro-
gram effectiveness in counter-IUU fishing
operations;

(D) an assessment of the effectiveness of
ongoing counter-IUU fishing partner oper-
ations;

“Secretary”’
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(E) an identification of authorities pro-
vided in sections 331 and 333(a) of title 10,
United States Code, pursuant to which such
counter-IUU fishing operations are con-
ducted; and

(F) any other information the Secretary,
the Commandant, and the Secretary of State
consider appropriate.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation, the Committee on
Armed Services, and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the House of Representatives.

SA 5861. Mr. YOUNG submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following:

Subtitle —National Quantum Initiative
Reauthorization Act of 2026
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Reauthorization
Act of 2026”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

Section 2 of the National Quantum Initia-
tive Act (156 U.S.C. 8801) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), (6),
(7), the first paragraph (8) (relating to the
definition of the ‘“‘Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic and Security Implications’), and the
second paragraph (8) (relating to the defini-
tion of the ‘‘Subcommittee on Quantum In-
formation Science’) as paragraphs (7), (9),
(12), (13), (18), and (19), respectively;

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) FEDERAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘Fed-
eral laboratory’ has the meaning given such
term in section 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler
Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3703).

“(5) FOREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The
term ‘foreign country of concern’ means—

‘“(A) a country that is a covered nation (as
such term is defined in section 4872(f) of title
10, United States Code); and

‘(B) any country that the Secretary of
Commerce, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
and the Director of National Intelligence, de-
termines to be engaged in conduct that is
detrimental to the national security or for-
eign policy of the United States.

‘(6) FOREIGN ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The
term ‘foreign entity of concern’ means a for-
eign entity that is—

‘“(A) designated as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization by the Secretary of State under sec-
tion 219(a) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189(a));

‘(B) included on the list of specially des-
ignated nationals and blocked persons main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol of the Department of the Treasury (com-
monly known as the ‘SDN list’);

‘(C) owned by, controlled by, or subject to
the jurisdiction or direction of a government
of a foreign country that is a covered nation
(as such term is defined in section 4872(f) of
title 10, United States Code);
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‘(D) alleged by the Attorney General to
have been involved in activities for which a
conviction was obtained under—

‘(i) chapter 37 of title 18, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘Espionage
Act’);

‘“(ii) section 951 or 1030 of title 18, United
States Code;

‘“(iii) chapter 90 of title 18, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘Economic Es-
pionage Act of 1996°);

‘“(iv) the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.);

‘“(v) section 224, 225, 226, 227, or 236 of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2274,
22175, 22176, 22177, and 2284);

‘“(vi) the Export Control Reform Act of 2018
(50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.); or

‘‘(vii) the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); or

‘““(E) determined by the Secretary of Com-
merce, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense and the Director of National Intel-
ligence, to be engaged in unauthorized con-
duct that is detrimental to the national se-
curity or foreign policy of the TUnited
States.”;

(3) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘(a)’’ each place it appears;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (7), as so
redesignated, the following new paragraph:

¢“(8) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
such term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).”’;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (9), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘(10) QUANTUM APPLICATIONS.—The term
‘quantum applications’ means uses of quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology, including quantum algorithms
and software, quantum computing and quan-
tum-classical hybrids, quantum sensing,
quantum networking, quantum encryption,
quantum simulation, or quantum commu-
nications applications.

‘(11) QUANTUM COMPUTING.—The term
‘quantum computing’ means any of a variety
of quantum computing technologies, includ-
ing quantum annealing and quantum gate-
model systems that utilize a variety of ar-
chitectures, such as superconductors, ion
traps, photonics, neutral atoms, atomic spin,
electron spin, or topological qubits.”’;

(6) by amending paragraph (12), as so redes-
ignated, to read as follows:

“(12) QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE, ENGI-
NEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology’ means the understanding, trans-
lation, use, or application of the laws of
quantum physics for the storage, trans-
mission, manipulation, computing, simula-
tion, or measurement of information.”’; and

(7) by inserting after paragraph (13), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘(14) QUANTUM NETWORKING.—The term
‘quantum networking’ means the trans-
mission of quantum information and the dis-
tribution and use of entanglement across
nodes to enable new information technology
applications and fundamental science.

‘(15) QUANTUM SENSING.—The term ‘quan-
tum sensing’—

“‘(A) means the use of quantum mechanics
to enhance or enable new sensors; and

‘“(B) can include uses of superposition and
entanglement, nonclassical states, and ad-
vances in accuracy and precision enabled by
quantum control.

‘(16) STEM.—The term ‘STEM’ means the
academic and professional disciplines of
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, including computer science.

‘(17) SUPPLY CHAIN SHOCK.—The term ‘sup-
ply chain shock’—
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“‘(A) means an event causing severe or seri-
ous disruption to normal operations or ca-
pacity in a supply chain; and

‘(B) includes—

‘(i) a natural disaster;

‘‘(ii) a pandemic;

‘‘(iii) a biological threat;

‘“(iv) a cyber attack;

“(v) a geopolitical conflict;

‘‘(vi) a terrorist or geopolitical attack;

‘“(vii) a trade disruption caused by—

‘(1) a foreign country of concern; or

“(II) an entity or an individual subject to
the jurisdiction of such a country; and

‘‘(viii) an event for which the President de-
clares a major disaster or an emergency
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170; 42
U.S.C. 5191).”.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

Section 3 of the National Quantum Initia-
tive Act (15 U.S.C. 8802) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

“(A) to expand the number of researchers,
educators, and students with training in
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology to develop a domestic work-
force pipeline and retain international talent
to the extent consistent with national secu-
rity and international competitiveness;’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking
‘‘science at the” and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology at the’’;

(C) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’ after the semicolon;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) to facilitate development of quantum
applications, including quantum-hybrid ap-
plications, to promote innovation; and

‘“(G) to support advancements in emerging
technologies that could benefit from or ben-
efit the development of quantum technology
and promote research, development, dem-
onstration, and application of such emerging
technologies in quantum information
science, engineering, and technology and sci-
entific discovery.”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘science
and technology’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology’’;

(3) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘science
and technology’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology’’;

(4) in paragraph (4)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘National Laboratories,”
after ‘‘Federal laboratories,’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘and’ after the semicolon;

(5) in paragraph (5)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘partnerships, research col-
laborations, and” after ‘“‘international’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘science and technology se-
curity” and inserting ‘‘science, engineering,
and technology’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(C) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(C) to facilitate cooperation in the ad-
vancement of quantum capabilities among
the United States and its strategic allies and
partners to strengthen and secure the quan-
tum-relevant supply chain and related eco-
system; and

‘(D) to coordinate on potential export or
strategic trade controls where appropriate;
and’’; and
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(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) improving the maturity and scale of
the quantum industry.”.

SEC. 4. NATIONAL QUANTUM INITIATIVE
PROGRAM.

Subsection (b) of section 101 of the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Act (156 U.S.C.
8811) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘development’ and insert-
ing ‘‘research, development, and near-, me-
dium-, and long-term demonstration’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“‘information science and
technology’’;

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’

and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology”’; and
(B) by inserting ‘‘infrastructure,” after

“‘demonstration,’’;

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and retain’ after ‘‘to de-
velop”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’;

(4) by amending paragraph (4) to read as
follows:

‘“(4) provide for interagency planning and
coordination of Federal quantum informa-
tion science, engineering, and technology re-
search, development, demonstration, stand-
ards engagement, and other activities under
the Program, including activities authorized
pursuant to section 234 of the John S.
McCain National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232; 10
U.S.C. 4001 note), quantum educational ac-
tivities and programs authorized pursuant to
section 10661 of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42
U.S.C. 19261), and activities conducted at any
Federal laboratory or National Labora-
tory;”’; and

(5) in paragraph (5)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘industry and universities”
and inserting ‘‘industry, universities, and
strategic allies and partners’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘¢, including human re-
sources’’ after ‘‘resources’.

SEC. 5. NATIONAL QUANTUM COORDINA-
TION OFFICE.

Section 102 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (156 U.S.C. 8812) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘“‘who
shall be’’ before ‘‘appointed’; and

(B) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
as follows:

‘“(B) staff comprising employees detailed
from the Federal departments and agencies
specified in section 103(b).”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘science
and technology’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology research, develop-
ment, workforce, and international’’;

(B) by amending paragraph (4) to read as
follows:

‘“(4) ensure coordination among the col-
laborative ventures or consortia established
under this Act, including under section
201(a), the Multidisciplinary Centers for
Quantum Research and Education estab-
lished under section 302(a), the National
Quantum Information Science Research Cen-
ters established under section 402(a), and the
Quantum Economic Development Consor-
tium;”’;

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking *;
and inserting a semicolon;

(D) in paragraph (7)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘nonprofit research organi-
zations,”” after ‘‘universities,”’; and

(ii) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon; and

(E) by adding after paragraph (7) the fol-
lowing:

and”’
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‘“(8) promote understanding and adoption
of viable quantum capabilities that strength-
en the United States economy, as may be ap-
propriate;

‘“(9) track, monitor, and promote policies
that will ensure the stability of the United
States quantum workforce, quantum supply
chain, domestic quantum industry, and
international trade; and

‘(10) ensure coordination and avoid unnec-
essary duplication of existing quantum-re-
lated activities, other activities carried out
under this Act, and other related programs,
as appropriate.”.

SEC. 6. SUBCOMMITTEE ON QUANTUM IN-
FORMATION SCIENCE.

Section 103 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8813) is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘the quan-
tum information science and technology re-
search,” and inserting ‘‘quantum informa-
tion science, engineering, and technology re-
search, quantum application development,
and demonstration,’’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, engineering, and tech-
nology’’ after ‘‘science’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘skillset’” before ‘‘diver-
sity’’;

(C) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by inserting ‘¢, engineering, and tech-
nology’’ after ‘‘science’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and conduct comparative
benchmarking of Federal investments and
research strategies relative to those of stra-
tegic allies and partners of the United States
and other countries’ after ‘‘development ef-
forts”;

(D) in paragraph (6)—

(i) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’ after the semicolon;

(E) in paragraph (7)—

(i) by inserting ‘¢, engineering, and tech-
nology”’ after ‘‘science’’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting a
semicolon; and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(8) facilitate interagency partnership op-
portunities to advance quantum applications
related to advanced manufacturing, bio-
technology, critical minerals, chemistry,
space, and other sectors; and

‘“(9) evaluate the competitiveness and ca-
pabilities of the United States in quantum
technologies with respect to quantum com-
puting, sensing, networking, and applica-
tions.”’;

(2) in subsection (g)(2)—

(A) in paragraph (A), by inserting ‘‘num-
bers’’ after ‘‘budget’’;

(B) in paragraph (B), by inserting ‘‘num-
bers’’ after ‘“‘budget’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(D) Metrics for measuring the impact of
the Program for the current fiscal year, for
each Federal department and agency de-
scribed in subsection (b).

‘“(BE) Value proposition as a result of each
interagency partnership opportunity.’’;

(3) in subsection (h)(2)(A), by inserting *,
including a description of agency roles and
responsibilities’ before the period; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(i) QUANTUM USE CASES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Subcommittee shall
identify potential use cases for quantum
technologies that could advance the missions
of Federal departments and agencies partici-
pating in the Program.

‘“(2) QUANTUM ON-RAMP.—For each poten-
tial use case identified pursuant to para-
graph (1) for a Federal department or agen-
cy, the head of the Federal department or
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agency may, in consultation with the Sub-
committee, develop a plan to enable such de-
partment or agency to address the potential
use case.

¢“(3) COMPARISON TO ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE TECHNOLOGIES.—For any potential
use case identified under paragraph (1) for a
Federal department or agency, the head of
the department or agency may, in consulta-
tion with the Subcommittee, consider the
quantum use case’s interplay with artificial
intelligence and compare its anticipated
costs, functionality, and benefits.

‘(4) REPORTING.—The Subcommittee, as
part of the annual report on the budget for
the Program under subsection (g), shall re-
port progress in carrying out the activities
under this subsection, including information
relating to the following:

‘“(A) The potential use cases identified pur-
suant to paragraph (1).

‘“(B) The status of plans developed pursu-
ant to paragraph (2).

‘(C) Any obstacles to addressing such po-
tential use cases, including lack of fund-
ing.”.

SEC. 7. NATIONAL QUANTUM INITIATIVE AD-
VISORY COMMITTEE.

Section 104 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8814) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (b) to read as
follows:

‘“‘(b) QUALIFICATIONS.—The Advisory Com-
mittee shall consist of members, appointed
by the President, who—

‘(1) are representative of—

‘“(A) industry; and

‘(B) universities and Federal laboratories
that are qualified to provide advice and in-
formation on quantum information science,
engineering, and technology research, devel-
opment, demonstrations, standards, STEM
education and workforce, technology trans-
fer, economics, and national security, or re-
search security; and

‘“(2) may hold doctoral degrees in physical
sciences, mathematics, computer science,
engineering, or related fields.”’;

(2) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking
‘“‘science and technology’” and inserting
‘‘science, engineering, and technology’’;

(B) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘to’’ and inserting ‘‘promote
innovation, foster a robust United States
quantum industry, and’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’;

(C) in subparagraph (E), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding to address any gaps that may exist
in basic research, capabilities, workforce,
supply chain, or coordination among partici-
pating Federal agencies’’ before the semi-
colon;

(D) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘open
standards for, quantum information science
and technology; and” and inserting ‘‘inter-
national standards in open and transparent
standardization systems for quantum infor-
mation science, engineering, and tech-
nology;™;

(E) in subparagraph (G)—

(i) by striking ‘‘societal,”’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting a
semicolon; and

(F) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘““(H) the domestic and international co-
operation needs and goals of the Program,
including those related to infrastructure and
the supply chain of quantum information
science, engineering, and technology; and

‘() the degree to which quantum informa-
tion science, engineering, and technology—

‘(i) is enhancing or can enhance—

‘() the capabilities of the United States
advanced industrial economy; and
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‘“(IT) Federal, State, and local government
capabilities and services; and

‘‘(i1) can protect or optimize critical infra-
structure (as such term is defined in section
1016(e) of Public Law 107-56 (42 U.S.C.
5195c(e))).”’;

(3) in subsection (e)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘through December 31,
2030”" after ‘‘thereafter’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘‘In the first such report required
after the date of the enactment of the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Reauthorization
Act of 2026, the Advisory Committee shall as-
sess the Dbenefits and opportunities to
strengthen quantum communications cor-
ridors in which Federal laboratories, institu-
tions of higher education, and other entities
conducting quantum information science,
engineering, and technology research are
connected via quantum communication net-
works capable of securely transmitting in-
formation.”’;

(4) by redesignating subsections (e)
through (g) as subsections (f) through (h), re-
spectively; and

(5) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing:

‘“‘(e) PERFORMANCE AND USEFULNESS ASs-
SESSMENT OF NATIONAL QUANTUM INITIATIVE
PROGRAM.—

‘(1) ANNUAL EVALUATION REQUIRED.—Not
less frequently than once each year, the Ad-
visory Committee shall, in coordination with
the Subcommittee on Quantum Information
Science, conduct an evaluation of the effec-
tiveness, progress, and usefulness of activi-
ties carried out under the Program.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—Each evaluation under
paragraph (1) shall assess—

‘“(A) which Federal programs or activities
within the Program have made measurable
progress toward program goals;

‘(B) which Federal programs within the
Program have produced tangible scientific,
workforce, or commercial outcomes;

‘“(C) which programs or activities within
the Program have overlapping missions or
duplicative structures;

‘(D) resource utilization and return on in-
vestment of each major component of the
Program; and

‘“(E) barriers to performance or implemen-
tation of the Program, including structural,
regulatory, or administrative challenges.

‘“(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
March 1 of each year, the Advisory Com-
mittee shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the Senate, and the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a re-
port summarizing the findings of the Advi-
sory Committee with respect to the evalua-
tion most recently conducted under para-
graph (1), including specific recommenda-
tions for—

‘“(A) improvements to the Program;

‘“(B) consolidation or termination of pro-
grams or activities within the Program; and

‘“(C) realignment of funding to high-impact
areas within the Program.

‘“(4) PUBLIC SUMMARY.—The Advisory Com-
mittee shall make a public-facing summary
of each report submitted under paragraph (3)
available on the website of the Advisory
Committee to promote transparency and ac-
countability.”.

SEC. 8. SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE ECONOMIC
AND SECURITY IMPLICATIONS OF
QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE.

Section 105 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8814a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;
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(B) by redesignating paragraph (11) as
paragraph (12); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (10) the
following:

‘“(11) the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration; and’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘informa-
tion science” and inserting ‘‘information
science, engineering, and technology’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or to
supply chains’’ before the semicolon;

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘or sup-
ply chains’ before the semicolon;

(D) in paragraph (5)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘, engineering, and tech-
nology”’ after ‘“‘quantum information
science’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘“‘any’’ before ‘‘export con-
trols’’;

(E) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘informa-
tion science” and inserting ‘‘information
science, engineering, and technology’’;

(F) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon;

(G) in paragraph (8)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘information science’ and
inserting ‘‘information science, engineering,
and technology’’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting a
semicolon; and

(H) by adding at the end the following:

‘99 in coordination with the Sub-
committee on Quantum Information
Science, identify opportunities to increase
coordination between civilian, military, and
intelligence quantum research entities, re-
duce unnecessary duplicative quantum re-
search activities, and facilitate collabora-
tion between quantum research agencies
with specialized capabilities or expertise in
one or more aspects of quantum information
science, engineering, and technology; and

‘(10) recommend strategies for attracting
and retaining students and scholars with ex-
pertise in quantum-related fields to Federal
departments and agencies.”’.

SEC. 9. INTERNATIONAL QUANTUM CO-
OPERATION STRATEGY.

The National Quantum Initiative Act (15
U.S.C. 8801 et seq.) is amended by inserting
after section 105 the following new section:
“SEC. 105A. INTERNATIONAL QUANTUM CO-

OPERATION STRATEGY.

‘‘(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this section, the Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy shall, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce,
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of En-
ergy, the Director of the National Science
Foundation, the Director of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology, the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, and the heads of
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, de-
velop and submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate, and the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives a strategy—

(1) to establish collaborative inter-
national partnerships to advance research
and development, testing and evaluation,
and interoperability in quantum information
science, engineering, and technology with al-
lies and partners of the United States, and
other countries, when in the security, stra-
tegic, technological, and scientific interests
of the United States;

‘“(2) to ensure continued participation by
the United States in bilateral and multilat-
eral efforts to advance quantum information
science, engineering, and technology on the
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international stage, including programs to
advance research and development, testing
and evaluation, and interoperability in quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology with allies and partners of the
United States;

“(3) to promote the integrity and impar-
tiality of international standards organiza-
tions and processes related to quantum in-
formation science, engineering, and tech-
nology; and

‘“(4) to ensure responsible and ethical re-
search and development, testing and evalua-
tion, and interoperability in quantum infor-
mation science, engineering, and technology.

““(b) DESIGNATION.—The strategy developed
under subsection (a) shall be known as the
‘International Quantum Cooperation Strat-
egy’ (in this section referred to as the ‘Strat-
egy’).

‘‘(c) ELEMENTS.—In the development of the
Strategy, the Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, the National
Quantum Coordination Office, the Sub-
committee on Quantum Information
Science, the Subcommittee on the Economic
and Security Implications of Quantum Infor-
mation Science, and the relevant agencies
shall consider including the following:

‘(1) The establishment of international
partnerships to advance research and devel-
opment in quantum information science, en-
gineering, and technology.

‘(2) Key strategic allies and partners of
the United States that have demonstrated
unique capabilities in one or more areas of
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology.

‘(3) Efforts and plans to address risks to
the national security and economic interests
of the United States during development and
deployment of quantum technologies world-
wide, including plans for diplomatic engage-
ment with allies and partners, and other
countries.

‘“(4) Efforts and plans to promote global de-
velopment and deployment of quantum tech-
nologies, including through international en-
gagement and leadership in the development
of international standards that are aligned
with United States national interests.

‘() Efforts and plans to develop, attract,
and retain international talent.

‘(6) The ability and risks of domestic man-
ufacturers and suppliers and those of allies
and partners of the United States to meet
the needs of the global quantum supply
chain, including raw materials such as he-
lium-3, plans for engagement with allies and
partners, manufacturers, and suppliers, and
options to mitigate gaps and vulnerabilities
in the global quantum supply chain.

“(T) A plan to safeguard research and tech-
nology supported through international co-
operation, as appropriate, in whole or in
part, including in quantum technologies
critical to national security, from malign in-
fluence, theft, or exfiltration by foreign enti-
ties of concern.

‘“(8) As necessary, a description of such leg-
islative or administrative action as is needed
to carry out the Strategy.

‘‘(d) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Strategy is com-
pleted, the Director shall brief the commit-
tees specified in subsection (a) on the Strat-
egy.”’.

SEC. 10. PRIZE CHALLENGES.

The National Quantum Initiative Act (15
U.S.C. 8801 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 106 as section
107; and

(2) by inserting after section 105A, as added

by section [ 91, the following:
“SEC. 106. NATIONAL QUANTUM PRIZE CHAL-
LENGES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, any head of a Fed-
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eral agency with a representative serving on
the Subcommittee on Quantum Information
Science established under section 103 may,
individually or in cooperation with one or
more heads of Federal agencies—

‘(1) conduct a prize competition under sec-
tion 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719), or
such other prize competition authority as
may be available to the head of an agency, to
accelerate the development of applications
and algorithms in quantum information
science, engineering, and technology; and

‘“(2) define a measurable set of performance
goals for participants in the prize competi-
tions to demonstrate their solutions on a
level playing field while making a signifi-
cant advancement over the current state of
the art.

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—Any prize competition car-
ried out under subsection (a) shall be for the
purpose of stimulating innovation to ad-
vance the ability of the United States to
achieve high-priority breakthroughs for ap-
plications in quantum information science,
engineering, and technology, such as in
quantum computing, quantum sensing, quan-
tum communications, quantum networking,
quantum algorithms, and quantum cryptog-
raphy.

““(c) COORDINATION WITH SUBCOMMITTEES.—
Each prize competition conducted under sub-
section (a) may be conducted in coordination
with members of the Subcommittee on Quan-
tum Information Science and the Sub-
committee on the Economic and Security
Implications of Quantum Information
Science.

‘‘(d) RECOMMENDATIONS.—To0 assist in the
administration of this section, the Sub-
committee on Quantum Information Science
may provide recommendations on key chal-
lenges in quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology that would be well
suited for a prize competition under sub-
section (a). The recommendations shall in-
clude a scope for efforts carried out under
such subsection.”.

SEC. 11. SUNSET OF NATIONAL QUANTUM
INITIATIVE.

Subsection (a) of section 107 of the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Act (15 U.S.C.
8815), as redesignated by section [ 101, is
amended to read as follows:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the authority to carry out
sections 101, 102, 103, 104, and 105 shall termi-
nate on December 30, 2034.”’.

SEC. 12. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STAND-
ARDS AND TECHNOLOGY ACTIVITIES
AND QUANTUM CONSORTIUM.

Section 201 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (156 U.S.C. 8831) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘science
and technology’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘attract, educate, and’’ be-
fore ‘“‘train’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’;

(C) by amending paragraph (3) to read as
follows:

‘“(3) shall carry out research to facilitate
the development and standardization, as ap-
propriate, of quantum cryptography, post-
quantum cryptography (as such term is de-
fined in section 3 of the Quantum Computing
Cybersecurity Preparedness Act (6 U.S.C.
1526 note; Public Law 117-260)), and practices
to replace cryptographic keys or algorithms
with minimal disruption to current applica-
tions and systems;’’;

(D) by amending paragraph (4) to read as
follows:

‘“(4) shall carry out research, development,
and demonstration projects, as appropriate,
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to facilitate the development of quantum ap-
plications, including research on quantum
supply chain-enabling technologies, such as
lasers, cryogenics, and other supporting
technologies;’’;

(E) by redesignating paragraphs (5), (6),
and (7) as paragraphs (7), (8), and (9), respec-
tively;

(F') by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(6) shall promote United States participa-
tion in international standards organizations
related to quantum information science, en-
gineering, and technology;

‘‘(6) shall establish or expand partnerships
with the public sector and private sector—

““(A) to accelerate the development of do-
mestic quantum supply chain and supply
chain-supporting technologies;

‘“(B) to reduce quantum supply chain
vulnerabilities; and

“(C) to avoid offshoring to, or dependence
on, foreign countries of concern for critical
components of capabilities in the quantum
supply chain;”’;

(G) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘infrastructure’” and inserting *,
communications, sensing, and computing’’;
and

(H) in paragraph (8), as so redesignated—

(i) by inserting ‘‘nonprofit research organi-
zations,” after ‘“‘universities,”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and engineering’”’ and in-
serting ‘‘, engineering, and technology and
expanding the domestic STEM workforce’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘future measurement’ and
inserting ‘‘research, measurement’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘science and technology’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

““(A) to gather and assess information on
the quantum industry to address the needs
identified in paragraph (1);’; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (B) and (C)
and inserting the following new subpara-
graphs:

‘“(B) to provide recommendations regard-
ing how the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, the Program, and other
Federal agencies, as appropriate, can address
the gaps in the research necessary to meet
the needs identified in paragraph (1); and

“(C) to assess and identify key areas for es-
tablishing, expanding, or developing inter-
national partnerships that will meet the
needs identified in paragraph (1).”’;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘““Not later than 2 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the”
and inserting ‘“The’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘periodically, but not less
frequently than once every five years,” after
“shall”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COORDINATION.—
It is the sense of Congress that, as may be
appropriate, Federal agencies that are in-
volved in the transition or translation of re-
search results to practical quantum applica-
tions or that have a mission that could ben-
efit from the development of quantum tech-
nologies, should engage with the consortium
to inform and accelerate progress in such
areas.”’; and

(3) by striking subsection (¢) and inserting
the following new subsections:

“‘(c) QUANTUM SUPPLY CHAINS.—

‘(1) MAPPING AND PLANNING.—The Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce for Industry and
Analysis shall carry out the following activi-
ties:
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““(A) Assess, map, and model supply chains
for quantum networking, quantum com-
puting, quantum communications, quantum
simulation, and quantum sensing tech-
nologies and applications.

‘(B) Identify current and future high-pri-
ority gaps and vulnerabilities in quantum
supply chains, such as—

‘(i) single points of failure, sole source,
consolidated manufacturing, or where there
are limited United States and partner na-
tional suppliers; and

‘‘(ii) critical components, elements, mate-
rials, equipment, and infrastructure.

‘“(C) Identify potential supply chain shocks
to the quantum supply chain that may dis-
rupt, strain, or eliminate the supply chain.

‘(2) STUDY ON CRITICAL QUANTUM SUPPLY
CHAINS.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of the enactment of the National Quan-
tum Initiative Reauthorization Act of 2026,
the Secretary of Commerce and the Sec-
retary of Energy shall jointly—

‘““(A) complete a study documenting the
critical quantum supply chains and identi-
fied high-priority gaps and vulnerabilities;
and

‘(B) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report on the findings with re-
spect to the study completed pursuant to
subparagraph (A).

“(3) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  AVOIDING
SHOCKS TO QUANTUM SUPPLY CHAINS.—Not
later than 2 years after the date of the enact-
ment of the National Quantum Initiative Re-
authorization Act of 2026, the Secretary of
Commerce shall, in coordination with the
Secretary of Energy, the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Secretary of
Defense, the Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, the
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration, and the heads of such other Fed-
eral agencies as the Secretary of Commerce
considers relevant, develop and submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress spe-
cific recommendations for actions to miti-
gate harm to quantum supply chains from a
supply chain shock.

‘“(4) PLAN TO STRENGTHEN AND SECURE
QUANTUM SUPPLY CHAINS.—Not later than 3
years after the date of the enactment of the
National Quantum Initiative Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2026, the Secretary of Commerce
shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a plan identifying opportunities
to strengthen supply chains and build capac-
ity.

‘(d) INTERNATIONAL QUANTUM RESEARCH
AND METROLOGY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
shall, in coordination with the Secretary of
State and the Director of the National
Science Foundation, promote, establish, and
support international quantum information
science, engineering, and technology re-
search, metrology research, and standardiza-
tion, as appropriate, to enhance inter-
national cooperation, meet United States
commitments, and support United States en-
gagement in international voluntary stand-
ards for quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology.

‘(2) ALIGNMENT.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Director of the National Institute
of Standards and Technology shall ensure
alignment with the National Quantum Infor-
mation Science Strategy and the U.S. Gov-
ernment National Standards Strategy for
Critical and Emerging Technology, or suc-
cessor strategies.

*“(3) PROHIBITIONS.—

“(A) CONFUCIUS INSTITUTES.—None of the
funds made available under this subsection
may be obligated or expended to an institu-
tion of higher education that maintains a
contract or agreement between such institu-
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tion and a Confucius Institute (as defined in
section 10339A of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42
U.S.C. 19039)) or any successor of a Confucius
Institute.

‘“(B) FOREIGN COUNTRIES OR ENTITIES OF
CONCERN.—None of the funds made available
under this subsection may be obligated or
expended to promote, establish, or finance
quantum research activities between a
United States entity and a foreign country
of concern or foreign entity of concern, in-
cluding the entity’s subsidiaries, except such
restriction shall not apply to participation
by award recipients in consensus-based inter-
national standardization activities.

‘“(e) POST-QUANTUM CRYPTOGRAPHY DE-
PLOYMENT.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

‘(i) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate; and

‘“(ii) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

“(B) CLASSICAL COMPUTER; QUANTUM COM-
PUTER.—The terms ‘classical computer’ and
‘quantum computer’ have the meanings
given such terms in section 3 of the Quantum
Computing Cybersecurity Preparedness Act
(Public Law 117-260; 6 U.S.C. 1526 note).

“(C) CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE SECTORS.—
The term ‘critical infrastructure sectors’
means the critical infrastructure sectors de-
fined in the National Security Memorandum
on ‘Critical Infrastructure Security and Re-
silience’ (NSM-22), dated April 30, 2024.

“(D) POST-QUANTUM CRYPTOGRAPHY.—The
term ‘post-quantum cryptography’—

‘“(i) means those cryptographic algorithms
or methods that are assessed not to be spe-
cifically vulnerable to attack by either a
quantum computer or classical computer;
and

‘(ii) includes—

“(I) the lattice-based digital signature al-
gorithm specified in National Institute of
Standards and Technology Federal Informa-
tion Processing Standards Publication 204
(dated August 13, 2024; relating to Module-
Lattice-Based Digital Signature Standard),
or any successor standard;

‘“(II) the module-lattice-based key-encap-
sulation mechanism specified in National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology Federal
Information Processing Standards Publica-
tion 203 (dated August 13, 2024; relating to
Module-Lattice-Based Key-Encapsulation
Mechanism Standard), or any successor
standard; and

‘“(III) any cryptographic algorithm or
method implemented in accordance with Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
Federal Information Processing Standard
Publication 140-3 (dated March 22, 2019; relat-
ing to Security Requirements for Cryp-
tographic Modules), or any successor stand-
ard, operating within a zero trust architec-
ture as described in National Institute of
Standards and Technology Special Publica-
tion 800-207 (dated August 2020; relating to
Zero Trust Architecture), or any successor
standard.

“(E) SECTOR RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—
The term ‘sector risk management agency’
has the meaning given such term in section
2200 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6
U.S.C. 650).

¢“(2) GUIDANCE ON UPGRADING TO POST-QUAN-
TUM CRYPTOGRAPHY.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and the head of
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any other agency the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
considers appropriate, shall establish guid-
ance for upgrading information systems to
post-quantum cryptography, including guid-
ance that is specifically tailored for critical
infrastructure sectors.

*‘(B) DISSEMINATION OF GUIDANCE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
shall make available to entities in the pri-
vate sector the guidance established under
subparagraph (A).

‘‘(ii) SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS.—The Director
may satisfy the requirement under clause (i)
through the publication of Special Publica-
tions.

‘(3) STRATEGY FOR FEDERAL AGENCY UP-
GRADE TO POST-QUANTUM CRYPTOGRAPHY.—

““(A) NATIONAL QUANTUM CYBERSECURITY
UPGRADE STRATEGY.—The Secretary of Com-
merce, in coordination with the Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy
and in consultation with the Quantum Eco-
nomic Development Consortium and the
head of any other agency the Secretary of
Commerce considers appropriate, shall de-
velop a National Quantum Cybersecurity Up-
grade Strategy that includes the following:

‘(i) A definition of a cryptographically rel-
evant quantum computer.

‘‘(ii) Recommended standards to apply to
determine whether a quantum computer
meets such definition, including—

‘() the characteristics of such computers;
and

““(IT) the particular point at which such
computers are capable of attacking real-
world systems that classical computers are
unable to attack.

‘“(iii) Guidelines for assessing the urgency
of upgrading to post-quantum cryptography
for each Federal agency relative to—

‘(I) the critical functions of each agency;
and

““(IT) the risk each agency faces should a
cryptographically relevant quantum com-
puter attack a system operated by the agen-
cy.

‘‘(iv) Recommended performance measures
for upgrading to post-quantum cryptography
for the following tasks:

‘(D) Preparation for upgrading to post-
quantum cryptography, including—

‘‘(aa) the adoption of hardware integrating
quantum-resistant cryptographic algo-
rithms; and

‘““(bb) the deployment of software-only
post-quantum cryptography overlays that
meet or exceed security standards set forth
in the Federal Information Processing
Standards issued by the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

‘“(IT1) Establishment of a baseline under-
standing of the data inventory, including
through the use of automated tools to iden-
tify assets.

‘‘(IIT) Planning and execution of post-quan-
tum cryptographic solutions, including en-
suring that data at rest and in motion is sub-
ject to appropriate protections.

“(IV) Monitoring and evaluating the suc-
cess of the upgrade and assessing the secu-
rity of the system.

‘“(v) A plan for implementing the above
performance measures, including evaluating
and monitoring entities that are at high risk
of quantum attacks, including sector risk
management agencies.

‘(B) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
360 days after the date of the enactment of
this subsection, the Director of the National
Institute of Standards and Technology shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report that includes the Na-
tional Quantum Cybersecurity Upgrade
Strategy developed under subparagraph (A).
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‘“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to authorize
the development or implementation of any
rulemaking or regulatory action for non-
Federal entities.

*“(f) FUNDING.—

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Director of the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology to carry out this sec-
tion $85,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030.

‘“(2) DERIVATION OF FUNDS.—Amounts made
available pursuant to paragraph (1) for each
of fiscal years 2026 and 2027 shall be derived
from amounts authorized to be appropriated
for the National Institute of Standards and
Technology pursuant to section 10211 of the
Research and Development, Competition,
and Innovation Act (Public Law 117-167) for
scientific and technical research and services
laboratory activities.”’.

SEC. 13. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STAND-
ARDS AND TECHNOLOGY QUANTUM
CENTERS.

Title II of the National Quantum Initiative
Act is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new sections:

“SEC. 202. NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS
AND TECHNOLOGY QUANTUM CEN-
TERS.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall, in consultation with such heads
of other Federal departments and agencies as
the Director considers appropriate, carry out
a program to establish and operate at least 1,
but not more than 3, centers to accelerate
research, development, deployment, and
standardization of quantum information
science, engineering, and technology.

*“(2) PROGRAM DETAILS.—

““(A) COMPETITIVE, MERIT-BASED REVIEW
PROCESS.—The centers established and oper-
ated under paragraph (1) shall be established
through a competitive, merit-based review
process described in paragraph (5).

‘“(B) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible applicant
described in subparagraph (C) seeking to es-
tablish and operate a center described in
paragraph (1) shall submit to the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology an application therefor at such
time, in such manner, and containing such
information as the Director determines to be
necessary to evaluate the application using
the criteria described in paragraph (5).

¢(C) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—Eligible appli-
cants described in this subparagraph are the
following:

‘(i) Institutions of higher education.

‘‘(ii) Nonprofit organizations.

‘“(iii) Multi-institution collaborations, in-
cluding multiple types of research institu-
tions, private sector entities, Federal labora-
tories, and nonprofit organizations, or con-
sortia thereof.

‘(3) SELECTION OF APPLICATIONS AND
PRIORITIZED TOPICS.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
shall solicit proposals and prioritize the fol-
lowing topics in the initial selection of appli-
cations submitted under paragraph (2)(B),
subject to merit-based review (including re-
view of the criteria described in paragraph
(5)):

““(A) Advancing quantum
measurement technologies.

‘“(B) Advancing the manufacturing and
scale-up of quantum systems and quantum-
enabling technologies.

‘(C) Addressing technology barriers to
quantum networking and communications.

‘“(4) GRANTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall carry
out the program required by paragraph (1)

sensing and
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through the award of grants to eligible appli-
cants seeking to establish and operate cen-
ters under the program.

‘“(B) DURATION OF GRANT AWARDS.—Subject
to the availability of appropriations, the du-
ration of a grant awarded under subpara-
graph (A) shall be a period of 5 years.

‘“(C) RENEWAL.—Subject to the availability
of appropriations, each grant awarded under
subparagraph (A) may be renewed for succes-
sive periods of 5 years following a successful
merit-based review by the Director.

‘(D) TERMINATION.—Consistent with the
authorities of the Institute, the Director
may terminate a grant awarded under sub-
paragraph (A) for an underperforming center
for cause during the performance period of
the grant.

‘(5) COMPETITIVE, MERIT-BASED REVIEW
PROCESS.—The Director shall award grants
under this subsection using a formal, merit-
based review process for evaluating applica-
tions received by the Director under para-
graph (2)(B) that shall—

‘“(A) ensure that grants are awarded to the
most technically sound and strategically
aligned quantum technology proposals;

‘(B) prioritize proposals that demonstrate
strong potential to enhance leadership by
the United States in quantum applications,
quantum metrology, and the development of
quantum standards;

“(C) support initiatives that align with the
strategic goals of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology while avoiding
unnecessary duplication of efforts led by
other Federal agencies;

‘(D) facilitate a competitive, transparent,
and objective selection process, utilizing
qualified subject-matter experts; and

‘“(E) include appropriate consideration of
project feasibility, cost-effectiveness, tech-
nological maturity, and risk mitigation.

““(b) REQUIREMENTS.—To0 the maximum ex-
tent practicable, centers established and op-
erated under this section shall serve the mis-
sion of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, for the benefit of the broad-
er United States quantum information
science community, for the following pur-
poses:

‘(1) Advancing research and standardiza-
tion in quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology.

“(2) Advancing technology development.

‘“(3) Improving the competitiveness of the
United States.

‘“(c) COORDINATION.—The Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall ensure coordination and avoid
unnecessary duplication of the activities
carried out under this section with existing
activities of the Institute, other activities
carried out under this Act, and other related
programs, as appropriate.

“(d) COMMERCIAL TECHNOLOGY.—Each cen-
ter established under this section may lever-
age commercially available hardware and
software to carry out the activities described
in subsection (a), unless such hardware or
software is manufactured in, or by, a foreign
country of concern.

‘“(e) FUNDING.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Technology
shall allocate up to $18,000,000 for each center
established under this section for each of fis-
cal years 2026 through 2030, subject to the
availability of appropriations. Such amounts
shall be derived from amounts appropriated
pursuant to section 10211 of the Research and
Development, Competition, and Innovation
Act (Public Law 117-167).

“(f) BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of the National Quantum Initiative Reau-
thorization Act of 2026, and not less fre-
quently than once each year thereafter, the
Director of the National Institute of Stand-
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ards and Technology shall provide the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives a briefing on current and
planned activities under this section.

“SEC. 203. RESEARCH SECURITY.

“The activities authorized under this title
shall be carried out in a manner consistent
with subtitle D of title VI of the Research
and Development, Competition, and Innova-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 19231 et seq.) and section
6432 of the Servicemember Quality of Life
Improvement and National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law
118-159; 42 U.S.C. 7144b note).

“SEC. 204. COLLABORATION FOR QUANTUM AP-
PLICATION DEVELOPMENT ACCEL-
ERATION.

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF NEAR-TERM USE CASE.—
In this section, the term ‘near-term use case’
means—

‘(1) in the case of an application that in-
cludes the development of quantum com-
puting hardware, an application that can be
developed and deployed in less than 3 years;
or

‘(2) in the case of an application that in-
cludes quantum technologies in general, in-
cluding quantum communication, sensing,
algorithm development for hybrid applica-
tions, supply chain innovation, or dem-
onstrations of computational advantage,
where new quantum computer hardware
would not need to be developed, an applica-
tion that can be developed and deployed in
less than 18 months.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF COLLABORATIVE
VENTURE FOR QUANTUM APPLICATION DEVEL-
OPMENT ACCELERATION.—Consistent with the
activities authorized under this title, the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology shall establish or expand an
existing collaborative venture or consortia
with other public or private sector entities—

‘(1) for innovation and development of ap-
plications using quantum information
sciences with a focus on near-term use cases;
and

‘“(2) that can be used to develop and test
demonstrations, proofs of concept, and pilot
applications.

“(c) COORDINATION AND ENGAGEMENT.—In
carrying out subsection (b), the Director
shall —

‘(1) coordinate activities with the mem-
bers of the Subcommittee on Quantum Infor-
mation Science and the Subcommittee on
Economic and Security Implications of
Quantum Science; and

‘(2) engage with the Quantum Economic
Development Consortium, the National Lab-
oratories (as defined in section 2 of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801)), fed-
erally funded research and development cen-
ters, and other members of the United States
quantum computing and quantum informa-
tion ecosystem, including industry.

‘(d) SUCCESS METRICS.—In administering
this section, the Director shall, in consulta-
tion with the entities described in subsection
(c), define clear success metrics for the quan-
tum sandbox established under subsection
(b).

‘‘(e) COORDINATION.— The Director shall en-
sure coordination and avoid unnecessary du-
plication of the activities carried out under
this section with existing activities of the
Institute, other activities carried out under
this Act, and other related programs, as ap-

propriate.”.

SEC. 14. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON MANUFAC-
TURING USA INSTITUTE FOR QUAN-
TUM MANUFACTURING.

(a) DEFINITION OF MANUFACTURING USA IN-
STITUTE.—In this section, the term ‘‘Manu-
facturing USA institute” has the meaning
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given such term in section 34(d) of the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology

Act (15 U.S.C. 278s(d)).

(b) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy and the members of the
Subcommittee on Quantum Information
Science and the Subcommittee on the Eco-
nomic and Security Implications of Quan-
tum Science, conduct a study on the feasi-
bility of establishing or supporting a Manu-
facturing USA institute focused on quantum
manufacturing, including manufacturing ca-
pabilities and activities related to quantum
computing (inclusive of all modalities and
qubit architectures), quantum sensing, and
quantum networking.

(¢c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the
study under subsection (b), the Director
shall, to the maximum extent practicable—

(1) determine the manufacturing capabili-
ties necessary to produce reliable quantum
components and systems at scale and iden-
tify gaps in access to such capabilities and
limited domestic sources;

(2) evaluate the extent to which such capa-
bilities and gaps are already addressed, or
could reasonably be addressed, by private in-
dustry, existing Manufacturing USA insti-
tutes, or other Federal programs;

(3) evaluate existing Federal and non-Fed-
eral efforts relating to quantum computing,
quantum sensing, and quantum networking
to determine whether any proposed Manufac-
turing USA institute would duplicate or
overlap with ongoing activities;

(4) evaluate whether and to what extent
barriers to technology development and
transition, including those associated with
moving from early-stage research to scaled
production, are persistent and not already
being addressed through private sector in-
vestment or existing Federal programs;

(5) evaluate the feasibility of supporting
domestic activities that include the capa-
bility to design, fabricate, and test mate-
rials, devices, structures, and manufacturing
processes for quantum technologies or sys-
tems;

(6) evaluate the full lifecycle costs of es-
tablishing, operating, and sustaining a Man-
ufacturing USA institute for quantum manu-
facturing, including long-term Federal fund-
ing requirements, administrative costs, and
risks of cost escalation;

(7) evaluate alternative approaches, includ-
ing leveraging existing Manufacturing USA
institutes, targeted competitive grants, pub-
lic-private partnerships, or other mecha-
nisms that may more efficiently address
identified barriers to technology develop-
ment and transition; and

(8) evaluate the estimated economic im-
pact associated with the establishment of a
Manufacturing USA institute described in
subsection (b), including impacts on regional
economies, suppliers, and job growth.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Director shall submit to Congress a
report describing the findings of the Director
with respect to the study conducted under
subsection (b).

SEC. 15. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVI-
TIES.

Section 301 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8841) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting ‘f,
ENGINEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY’’ after
‘‘SCIENCE’’;

(2) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘science
and engineering’’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology’’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—
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(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking
‘“‘science and engineering’”’ and inserting
‘‘science, engineering, and technology’’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘human resources’ and in-
serting ‘‘education and workforce’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘science and engineering’’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) in clause (i) —

(aa) by striking ‘‘science and engineering”’
and inserting ‘‘science, engineering, and
technology’’; and

(bb) by striking “‘and’’ after the semicolon;

(IT) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘and’ after
the semicolon; and

(III) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(iii) to pursue research at the frontiers of
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology, and explore solutions to im-
portant challenges for the development and
application of quantum technologies;’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking
‘“‘science and engineering’”’ and inserting
‘‘science, engineering, and technology’’; and

(iii) in subparagraph (C), by striking
‘‘science and engineering’ and inserting
‘‘science, engineering, and technology’’;

(4) by striking subsection (c¢) and inserting
the following:

“(c) STUDENT TRAINEESHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS,
AND OTHER MODELS.—

‘(1) QUANTUM TRAINEESHIPS.—The Director
of the National Science Foundation, in con-
sultation with heads of Federal agencies as
the Director considers appropriate, may use
existing programs to make awards to insti-
tutions of higher education or nonprofit or-
ganizations (or consortia thereof)—

‘“(A) to provide traineeships to graduate
students at institutions of higher education
within the United States who are citizens of
the United States and who choose or plan to
pursue master or doctoral degrees in quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology, or related fields; and

‘“(B) to provide such graduate students
with opportunities for research experiences
in government or industry related to such
students’ quantum studies.

“(2) QUANTUM FELLOWSHIPS AND SCHOLAR-
SHIPS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, in consultation
with heads of Federal agencies as the Direc-
tor considers appropriate, may use existing
programs to support fellowships and scholar-
ships for students at institutions of higher
education for the purpose of—

‘(i) increasing quantum information
science, engineering, and technology expo-
sure for undergraduate and graduate STEM
students; and

‘(i) increasing postgraduation employ-
ment opportunities for STEM students who
demonstrate potential to pursue careers in
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology.

‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—An eligible partici-
pant in the fellowship and scholarship pro-
gram under this paragraph shall—

‘(i) be enrolled in or have graduated from
a STEM degree program at an institution of
higher education within the United States;
and

‘(i) have demonstrated interest in quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology, such as by taking not less than
1 quantum science or quantum-relevant
course as part of the participant’s degree
program or by participating in a summer
school program that focuses on quantum in-
formation science, engineering, and tech-
nology.

‘(C) CONSIDERATIONS.—Eligible fellowships
and scholarship programs under this para-
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graph may include temporary quantum-re-
lated positions at Federal or State agencies,
National Laboratories, private sector enti-
ties, institutions of higher education, the
quantum centers established under section
202, the Multidisciplinary Centers for Quan-
tum Research and Education established
under section 302, the National Quantum In-
formation Science Research Centers estab-
lished under section 402, and the initiatives
established under section 503, or other quan-
tum-relevant entities, as determined appro-
priate by the Director.

(D) COMPETITIVE AWARDS.—Fellowships
and scholarships awarded under this para-
graph shall be competitively awarded
through a merit-based review process. The
Director of the National Science Foundation
may prioritize fellowships that include an in-
dustry partner that provides financial assist-
ance to awardees for direct or indirect costs.

‘“(3) QUANTUM RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR
UNDERGRADUATES.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation shall seek to in-
crease opportunities for quantum research
for undergraduate students by encouraging
proposals in quantum information science,
engineering, and technology, through the re-
search experiences for undergraduates pro-
vided under section 514 of the America COM-
PETES Reauthorization Act of 2010 (42
U.S.C. 1862p-6).

‘“(4) COOPERATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMS.—
The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation, in consultation with heads of Federal
agencies the Director considers appropriate,
may establish, or use existing, programs to
support cooperative education programs be-
tween institutions of higher education and
employers that increase opportunities for
undergraduate students to acquire experien-
tial learning and professional experiences in
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology.

‘“(5) PARTNERSHIPS.—In carrying out the
activities under this subsection, the Director
of the National Science Foundation shall en-
courage recipients of awards under this sub-
section to partner with relevant Federal
agencies, Federal laboratories, industry and
other private sector organizations, and non-
profit organizations to facilitate the expan-
sion of workforce pathways and hands-on
learning experiences.”’;

(5) in subsection (d)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“QISE” and inserting “QISET”’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘“‘information science and
engineering (referred to in this subsection as
‘QISE’)” and inserting ‘‘information science,
engineering, and technology (referred to in
this subsection as ‘QISET’)”’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘at all education levels, in-
cluding community colleges’” and inserting
“‘at appropriate education levels, including
community colleges and career and technical
education entities’’;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking “QISE”’
and inserting ‘‘quantum information science,
engineering, and technology’’;

(ii) by striking subparagraph (C);

(iii) by redesignating subparagraphs (D)
and (E) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively;

(iv) in subparagraph (C),
nated—

(I) by inserting ‘‘, engineering, and tech-
nology’’ after ‘‘science’’; and

(IT) by inserting ¢, including those prin-
ciples relevant to emerging technologies,
such as artificial intelligence, microelec-
tronics, and nanotechnology’’ after ‘‘fields’’;
and

(v) by inserting after subparagraph (D), as
so redesignated, the following:

as so redesig-
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‘““(E) Methods to introduce security dimen-
sions associated with quantum information
science, engineering, and technology into
STEM curricula.’’;

(D) in paragraph (3), by striking “QISE”
and inserting ‘‘quantum information science,
engineering, and technology’’; and

(E) by striking paragraph (4); and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(e) INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ON QUANTUM
INFORMATION SCIENCE, ENGINEERING, AND
TECHNOLOGY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, in coordination
with the Secretary of State and the heads of
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, shall
support international quantum information
science, engineering, and technology re-
search, as appropriate, to enhance inter-
national cooperation and meet United States
commitments, including as part of the terms
and conditions of bilateral or multilateral
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology research agreements.

‘(2) ALIGNMENT.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Director of the National Science
Foundation shall ensure alignment with the
national strategy for quantum information
science in accordance with Executive Order
14073 (87 Fed. Reg. 27909; relating to enhanc-
ing the National Quantum Initiative Advi-
sory Committee) or successor strategies.

“4(3) PRIORITY.—The Director shall
prioritize research programs with countries
that have signed a quantum cooperation
statement with the United States.

‘“(4) RESTRICTIONS.—

““(A) CONFUCIUS INSTITUTES.—None of the
funds made available under this subsection
may be obligated or expended to an institu-
tion of higher education that maintains a
contract or agreement between such institu-
tion and a Confucius Institute, as defined in
section 10339A of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42
U.S.C. 19039) or any successor of a Confucius
Institute.

‘(B) FOREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN AND
FOREIGN ENTITY OF CONCERN.—None of the
funds made available under this subsection
may be obligated or expended to promote, es-
tablish, or finance quantum research activi-
ties between a United States entity and a
foreign country of concern or foreign entity
of concern, including the entity’s subsidi-
aries.

¢“(f) UPGRADING AND IMPROVING ACCESS TO
QUANTUM RESEARCH RESOURCES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the ac-
tivities described in this section, the Direc-
tor of the National Science Foundation, in
consultation with the heads of other Federal
departments and agencies, as appropriate,
shall award grants to institutions of higher
education or eligible nonprofit organizations
(or consortia thereof) to upgrade research fa-
cilities and improve access to research re-
sources, such as equipment and instrumenta-
tion, that is needed for research and develop-
ment in quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology.

‘“(2) PURPOSE.—Grants under paragraph (1)
shall be used to facilitate quantum informa-
tion science, engineering, and technology re-
search and development, including by car-
rying out the following:

““(A) Upgrading or adding
sources to—

‘(i) accelerate the development of quan-
tum technologies, including capabilities fo-
cused on addressing the roadblocks to imple-
mentation; and

‘“(ii) meet the materials, advanced mate-
rials development, high-performance com-
puting, heterogeneous computing, net-
working, software, data, clean room, and de-
vice needs of the scientific community and
the quantum supply chain.

research re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘(B) Enhancing access to equipment and
instrumentation, including at partnering in-
stitutions, by facilitating information shar-
ing, coordination, education, and training,
including activities that provide meaningful
hands-on learning experiences for students,
including at community and technical col-
leges.

‘(C) Enabling professional staff to support
the operation, scheduling, and improvement
of research resources used for quantum infor-
mation science, engineering, and technology.

‘(D) Expanding access for industry to
quantum research infrastructure by
prioritizing the placement of equipment and
instrumentation in user-access facilities
that support rapid iteration, including re-
gional technology hubs, industry parks, co-
locations operated by institutions of higher
education and industry, and private sector
testbeds.

‘“(3) REQUIREMENTS.—An institution of
higher education or an eligible nonprofit or-
ganization (or a consortium thereof) seeking
funding under this subsection shall submit
to the Director of the National Science
Foundation an application at such time, in
such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Director may require.”.

SEC. 16. MULTIDISCIPLINARY CENTERS FOR
QUANTUM RESEARCH AND EDU-
CATION.

Section 302 of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Act (156 U.S.C. 8842) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘5 and
inserting ‘‘8”’;

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘science
and engineering’’ and inserting ‘‘science, en-
gineering, and technology’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and engi-
neering” and inserting ‘‘, engineering, and
technology, including leveraging or expand-
ing activities established pursuant to section
301(d)”’;

(C) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘¢, such as
commercially available hardware and soft-
ware’’ after ‘‘resources’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) supporting research and development
in enabling fields essential to the advance-
ment of quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology, including materials
science, fabrication science, and physics;

‘() encouraging the establishment of mul-
tidisciplinary quantum research and edu-
cation centers that leverage existing domes-
tic infrastructure, including data centers
and communications networks, to support
the demonstration and field application of
quantum technologies; and

‘(6) promoting partnerships with industry
to accelerate technology transfer and sup-
port domestic quantum innovation.”’;

(3) in subsection (d)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘quan-
tum science,” and inserting ‘‘quantum infor-
mation science, engineering, and tech-
nology,’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘bio-
technology,”” after ‘‘chemistry,”’;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘“‘and”
after the semicolon;

(D) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod and inserting a semicolon; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(F) how the Center will participate in
international collaborations, as appropriate,
to build a trusted global research network
with allies and partners of the United States
and other countries that share values with
the United States;

“(G) how the Center will protect research
from foreign countries of concern and for-
eign entities of concern, and the subsidiaries
of such foreign entities, to ensure the com-
petitiveness of the United States; and
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‘““(H) how the Center will regularly assess
and report on progress toward achieving self-
sustainability, including metrics, mile-
stones, and a timeline for meeting the long-
term goal described in subparagraph (E).”’;

(4) in subsection (e), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

‘“(2) REAPPLICATION.—An awardee may re-
apply for an additional subsequent period of
5 years following a successful merit-based re-
view.”’;

(6) in subsection (f), by striking 2019
through 2023 and inserting 2026 through
2030’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

“(g) CONSULTATION WITH REGIONAL TECH-
NOLOGY AND INNOVATION HUBS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the ac-
tivities of the Multidisciplinary Centers for
Quantum Research and Education under this
section, the Director of the National Science
Foundation shall consult with the Secretary
of Commerce regarding opportunities for
such centers to engage in research and devel-
opment activities with regional technology
and innovation hubs designated under sec-
tion 28 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722a) that
have a primary focus on quantum informa-
tion science, engineering, and technology.

‘“(2) CONSULTATION.—Consultation under
paragraph (1) may include discussion of—

‘““(A) opportunities to align Federal re-
search priorities with the research, develop-
ment, technology translation, and workforce
development activities of the designated re-
gional technology and innovation hubs; and

‘“(B) opportunities for researcher exchange
programs and sharing of facilities between
the centers and the hubs.

‘(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed—

““(A) to transfer the ownership or adminis-
trative control of any research facility; or

‘““(B) to alter the existing authorities or
mission-related responsibilities of the Fed-
eral agencies, companies, or institutions
that own or operate such facilities.

“(h) BRIEFING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of the National Quantum Initiative Reau-
thorization Act of 2026, and not less fre-
quently than annually thereafter, the Direc-
tor of the National Science Foundation shall
brief the appropriate committees of Congress
on current and planned activities under this
section. Each briefing shall include—

‘(1) an assessment of how each Center is
progressing toward the goal of self-sustain-
ability described in subsection (d)(2)(E); and

¢(2) a summary of the most recent reports
submitted by the Centers regarding such

progress in accordance with subsection
((2)H).”.
SEC. 17. QUANTUM TESTBEDS; RESEARCH

SECURITY.

Title III of the National Quantum Initia-
tive Act (15 U.S.C. 8841 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 303. QUANTUM TESTBEDS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of the National
Quantum Initiative Reauthorization Act of
2026, the Director of the National Science
Foundation, in coordination with the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology, the Secretary of Energy,
the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and the
heads of other Federal agencies, as deter-
mined appropriate by the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation, shall make
awards on a competitive, merit-based review
basis to institutions of higher education,
nonprofit organizations, federally funded re-
search and development centers, or consortia
thereof, to establish testbeds focused on
quantum applications.
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““(b) PURPOSES.—The quantum testbeds es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall focus on
advancing early-stage quantum research to-
ward validated and deployable quantum ap-
plications, as determined by the Director of
the National Science Foundation, through
proof-of-concept testing, demonstrations,
pilot projects, benchmarking, and proto-
typing, by—

‘(1) supporting translational quantum re-
search and development activities for quan-
tum application use cases, including, for
testbeds featuring quantum software and
quantum algorithms driving toward utility,
leveraging approaches such as algorithm in-
novation and tools such as resource esti-
mators;

‘(2) providing accessible research re-
sources for developing, testing, and
benchmarking the application of quantum
technologies to likely use cases, including
enabling quantum cloud access;

¢(3) investing in quantum computing tech-
nologies that show promise for viability, in-
cluding directing funding to advance each
layer of the stack and related systems engi-
neering and integration;

‘‘(4) demonstrating feasibility and estab-
lishing cost and benefit to facilitate transi-
tion to real-world applications or agency
adoption; and

‘“(6) supporting the co-location of quantum
instrumentation, fabrication, and enabling
technologies within testbeds and affiliated
user-access facilities to enable rapid proto-
typing, iteration, and scale-up for industry.

‘‘(c) APPLICATIONS.—An applicant for an
award under this section shall submit to the
Director of the National Science Foundation
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Di-
rector determines to be necessary to evalu-
ate the application using the criteria de-
scribed in subsection (d). The application
shall, at a minimum, describe the following:

‘(1) How the applicant will assemble a
workforce with the skills needed to operate a
quantum testbed.

‘“(2) How the applicant will ensure broad
access to a quantum testbed, including for
start-ups and research institutions.

‘“(3) How a quantum testbed will operate
after Federal funding has ended.

‘‘(4) How the applicant will contribute to
the quantum testbed, such as through fund-
ing or other resources required to develop
quantum applications.

‘“(5) How the applicant will protect any re-
search or advancements made as a result of
using the quantum testbed.

‘“(6) How the applicant will facilitate tran-
sition of testbed outcomes to subsequent de-
velopment stages, including real-world appli-
cations or agency use.

“(d) COMPETITIVE, MERIT-BASED REVIEW
PRrROCESS.—The Director of the National
Science Foundation shall select applications
submitted under subsection (c¢) for awards
using a formal merit-based review process
that shall—

‘(1) ensure that applications selected are
the most technically sound and strategically
aligned;

‘“(2) prioritize applications that dem-
onstrate strong potential to enhance United
States leadership in quantum applications;

‘“(3) support initiatives that align with the
strategic goals of the National Science
Foundation while avoiding unnecessary du-
plication of efforts led by other Federal
agencies;

‘“(4) facilitate a competitive, transparent,
and objective selection process, utilizing
qualified subject-matter experts; and

‘(6) include appropriate consideration of
application feasibility, cost-effectiveness,
technological maturity, and risk mitigation.
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‘“(e) PRIORITIZATION.—In awarding grants
under this section, the Director of the Na-
tional Science Foundation shall prioritize
the following:

‘(1) Applicants that ensure that not less
than 25 percent of the cost for a quantum
testbed established under this section is pro-
vided by private or non-Federal entities, in-
cluding through in-kind contributions.

‘(2) Awards for consortia that include
quantum industry participation.

““(3) Applicants that demonstrate a plan for
transitioning quantum testbed outcomes, in-
cluding through partnerships with industry
or Federal agency end-users.

“(f) ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Di-
rector of the National Science Foundation
shall be responsible for the following:

‘(1) Maintaining a record of notable out-
comes from each quantum testbed estab-
lished under this section.

‘“(2) Partnering with other Federal agen-
cies to enable opportunities for quantum
testbed outcomes to be transitioned to such
agencies in alignment with the missions of
such agencies.

‘(3) Not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Reauthorization Act of 2026 and every
2 years thereafter until December 31, 2030,
briefing the appropriate committees of Con-
gress on the status of such quantum testbeds
and providing recommendations for improv-
ing such quantum testbeds.

‘‘(g) COORDINATION.—In supporting quan-
tum testbeds established under this section,
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall ensure coordination with other
testbeds and other quantum facilities
hosting Federal quantum technology and in-
frastructure supported by the National
Science Foundation, including those
testbeds and facilities authorized pursuant
to section 10390 of the Research and Develop-
ment, Competition, and Innovation Act (42
U.S.C. 19110), or by other Federal agencies as
determined appropriate by the Director, to
avoid duplication and maximize use of Fed-
eral resources.

““(h) STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION.—In car-
rying out this section, the Director of the
National Science Foundation shall collabo-
rate with the Quantum Consortium estab-
lished pursuant to section 201(b) to accom-
plish the purposes of the quantum testbeds
program described in subsection (b) and en-
sure there is strong collaboration with in-
dustry stakeholders. The Director may also
engage with National Laboratories, federally
funded research and development centers, in-
dustry, and other members of the United
States quantum ecosystem.

“SEC. 304. RESEARCH SECURITY.

‘“(a) RESEARCH SECURITY.—The activities
authorized under this title shall be carried
out in a manner consistent with subtitle D of
title VI of the Research and Development,
Competition, and Innovation Act (42 U.S.C.
19231 et seq.).

‘““(b) REVIEW OF VISITORS AND ASSIGNEES
FROM COUNTRIES OF RISK.—The Director of
the National Science Foundation shall estab-
lish policies and procedures to assess and
screen visitors and assignees to National
Science Foundation-supported facilities that
are similar, to the extent practicable, to the
policies and procedures regarding visitors
and assignees to the National Laboratories
that were established in accordance with sec-
tion 6432 of the Servicemember Quality of
Life Improvement and National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (42
U.S.C. 7144b note).”.

SEC. 18. NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
CRYPTOGRAPHY RESEARCH.

Section 4(a)(1)(A) of the Cyber Security

Research and Development Act (156 U.S.C.
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7403) is amended by inserting ‘‘, including

post-quantum cryptography (as such term is

defined in section 3 of the Quantum Com-

puting Cybersecurity Preparedness Act (6

U.S.C. 1526 note; Public Law 117-260))’’ before

the semicolon.

SEC. 19. NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION QUANTUM
ACTIVITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The National Quantum
Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8801 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new title:

“TITLE V—NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION QUANTUM AC-
TIVITIES

“SEC. 501. DEFINITION OF ADMINISTRATOR.

“In this title, the term ‘Administrator’
means the Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

“SEC. 502. QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE, EN-

GINEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY RE-
SEARCH FOR SPACE AND AERO-
NAUTICS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator is
authorized to carry out research on quantum
information science, engineering, and tech-
nology.

‘“‘(b) COOPERATION.—In carrying out sub-
section (a), the Administrator—

‘(1) shall consider cooperative arrange-
ments with the Department of Energy and
other Federal Government agencies, as prac-
ticable, on areas of shared benefit; and

‘(2) may enter into memoranda of under-
standing or memoranda of agreement to es-
tablish such cooperative arrangements.

‘(c) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this title,
the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a strategy for
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion research on quantum information
science, engineering, and technology. The
strategy shall identify resources required to
support implementation of the strategy, in-
cluding budgets, workforce, and infrastruc-
ture, describe cooperative efforts with other
Federal Government agencies, and address
areas of research and applications, including
the following:

‘(1) Quantum sensing.

“(2) Quantum networking.

“(3) Quantum communications, including
quantum satellite communications.

‘(4) Quantum computing.

‘‘(5) Science, aeronautics, and exploration-
related applications.

‘(6) Any other area of quantum informa-
tion, science, engineering, and technology
that furthers the mission of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration and
is consistent with the purposes of this Act,
as the Administrator considers appropriate.

‘“(d) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
strategy described in subsection (c), the Ad-
ministrator may seek input from relevant
external stakeholders, including institutions
of higher education, industry, and nonprofit
research organizations.

“SEC. 503. NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE

ADMINISTRATION QUANTUM INITIA-
TIVES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Administrator,
in consultation with the heads of other Fed-
eral departments and agencies, as appro-
priate, may establish one or more initiatives
focused on space and aeronautics applica-
tions of quantum information science, engi-
neering, and technology.

““(b) INITIATIVE DETAILS.—

‘(1) MERIT-BASED REVIEW PROCESS.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
develop and implement a formal, merit-based
review process for evaluating proposals, ap-
plications, and initiatives submitted to the
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National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion with respect to the research, develop-
ment, or deployment of quantum tech-
nologies with potential relevance to the civil
space and aeronautics missions of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.

‘“(B) CRITERIA.—The process established
under subparagraph (A) shall be designed—

‘(i) to ensure taxpayer dollars are directed
to the most technically sound and strategi-
cally aligned quantum technology proposals;

‘‘(ii) to prioritize applications that dem-
onstrate strong potential to enhance United
States leadership in space-based quantum
applications, including sensing, navigation,
communications, simulation, and com-
puting;

‘“(iii) to support initiatives that align with
the strategic goals of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration and avoid
unnecessary duplication of efforts led by
other Federal agencies;

‘“‘(iv) to facilitate a competitive, trans-
parent, and objective selection process using
qualified subject-matter experts; and

‘“(v) to include appropriate consideration
of project feasibility, cost-effectiveness,
technological maturity, and risk mitigation.

¢“(2) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.—An appli-
cant under this section shall submit to the
Administrator an application at such time,
in such manner, and containing such tech-
nical, programmatic, and budgetary infor-
mation as the Administrator determines nec-
essary to evaluate the application through
the review process developed under para-
graph (1).

‘(3) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—In carrying out
the process under paragraph (1), the Admin-
istrator shall consider applications from in-
stitutions of higher education, research cen-
ters, multi-institutional collaborations, and
any other entity the Administrator con-
siders appropriate.

‘“(4) COLLABORATIONS.—A  collaboration
that receives an award under this section
may include multiple types of research insti-
tutions, including institutions of higher edu-
cation, private sector entities, and nonprofit
organizations.

¢“(6) COORDINATION AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—
The Administrator shall ensure that an
awardee under this section—

‘“(A) coordinates with the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, including
by identifying personnel designated to serve
as program liaisons for technical and pro-
grammatic oversight; and

‘(B) avoids unnecessary duplication of ex-
isting activities of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, other activities
carried out under the National Quantum Ini-
tiative Reauthorization Act of 2026 or the
amendments made by that Act, and other re-
lated programs.

¢(6) COMMERCIAL TECHNOLOGY.—An initia-
tive established under this section may le-
verage commercially available hardware and
software to carry out the activities described
in subsection (c).

“‘(c) INITIATIVE ACTIVITIES.—An initiative
established under this section may carry out
activities that—

‘(1) support research focused on developing
and demonstrating space, aeronautics, and
exploration applications for quantum infor-
mation science, engineering, and technology,
including research relating to the strategy
developed under section 502(c); and

‘(2) support quantum information science,
engineering, and technology education and
public outreach.

“(d) INITIATIVE REQUIREMENTS.—To the
maximum extent practicable, an initiative
established under this section shall serve the
needs of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration for the benefit of the broader
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United States quantum information science
community, for the purpose of advancing
space and aeronautics applications in quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology, and improving the competitive-
ness of the United States.

““(e) INITIATIVE SELECTION AND DURATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, an initiative estab-
lished under this section may carry out ac-
tivities for a period of 5 years.

‘“(2) REAPPLICATION.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, an awardee may re-
apply for an additional subsequent period of
5 years following a successful merit-based re-
view.

‘“(3) TERMINATION.—Consistent with the au-
thorities of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the Administrator
may terminate the initiative for cause dur-
ing the performance period.

“SEC. 504. RESEARCH SECURITY.

“The activities authorized under this title
shall be carried out in a manner consistent
with—

‘(1) subtitle D of title VI of the Research
and Development, Competition, and Innova-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 19231 et seq.); and

‘“(2) section 6432 of the Servicemember
Quality of Life Improvement and National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2025 (42 U.S.C. T7144b note; Public Law 118-
159).

“SEC. 505. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“The Administrator shall allocate up to
$25,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030 to carry out this title, subject
to the availability of appropriations.
Amounts made available to carry out this
title shall be derived from amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion.”.

SEC. 20. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW
AND REPORT.

(a) REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a review of existing processes
and reporting requirements associated with
research and development programs estab-
lished within the National Institute of
Standards and Technology, the National
Science Foundation, and the Department of
Energy pursuant to the National Quantum
Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8801 et seq.) to iden-
tify potential opportunities—

(1) to reduce duplicative and unnecessary
paperwork and reporting requirements with-
out compromising security, transparency,
and accountability; and

(2) to expedite access to facilities and
equipment of the Federal Government for re-
searchers affiliated with such programs.

(b) RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
COVERED.—The review required under sub-
section (a) shall cover all research and devel-
opment programs established pursuant to
sections 201, 302, 402, 403, and 404 of the Na-
tional Quantum Initiative Act (156 U.S.C.
8831, 8842, 8852, 8853, and 8854).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
completing the review under subsection (a),
the Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on the findings of the review, which
shall include recommendations relating to
paragraphs (1) and (2) of such subsection.
SEC. 21. REVIEW OF REGULATORY BAR-

RIERS TO QUANTUM INFORMATION
SCIENCE, ENGINEERING, AND TECH-
NOLOGY DEVELOPMENT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress” has the meaning given such
term in section 2 of the National Quantum
Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8801).

(2) QUANTUM INFORMATION SCIENCE, ENGI-
NEERING, AND TECHNOLOGY.—The term ‘‘quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology’” has the meaning given such
term in section 2 of the National Quantum
Initiative Act (15 U.S.C. 8801), as amended by
section [ 2] of this Act.

(b) REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—
Not later than 540 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy
shall, in coordination with the National
Quantum Coordination Office, conduct a re-
view to identify and assess any existing or
potential regulatory barriers that inhibit re-
search, development, deployment, or scaling
of quantum information science, engineer-
ing, and technology.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The review and assessment
conducted pursuant to subsection (b) shall
include the following:

(1) An inventory of existing Federal regula-
tions, policies, and guidance documents that
are applicable to quantum information
science, engineering, and technology.

(2) An analysis of whether regulations,
policies, and guidance inventoried pursuant
to paragraph (1) impose undue burdens on
academic, private sector, or government-led
quantum information science, engineering,
and technology research or development.

(3) Recommendations to modernize,
streamline, or eliminate duplicative or out-
dated regulatory barriers identified pursuant
to subsection (b).

(4) Input from stakeholders across indus-
try, academia, and the National Labora-
tories with respect to such regulatory bar-
riers.

(5) Recommended actions to harmonize
regulatory requirements relating to quan-
tum information science, engineering, and
technology across Federal agencies where in-
consistencies exist.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the Director completes the
review and assessment required by sub-
section (b), the Director shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port detailing the findings and recommenda-
tions described in subsection (c).

(e) QUINQUENNIAL UPDATES.—Not later than
5 years after the date on which the Director
completes the review and assessment re-
quired by subsection (b), and every 5 years
thereafter, the Director shall update the re-
view and assessment required by subsection
(b) and submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees an updated report detail-
ing the findings and recommendations of the
Director.

SEC. 22. SUNSET OF NATIONAL NANOTECH-
NOLOGY PROGRAM.
(a) SUNSET OF NATIONAL NANOTECHNOLOGY

PROGRAM.—The National Nanotechnology
Program (in this section referred to as the
“Program’’) and the authorities and require-
ments of the 21st Century Nanotechnology
Research and Development Act (156 U.S.C.
7501 et seq.) are terminated on the date that
is 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(b) WIND-DOWN.—The Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy shall take
such actions as may be necessary to termi-
nate and wind down the Program before the
date specified in subsection (a).

(¢) PLAN AND BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy shall provide to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on



June 18, 2026

Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives a briefing in which the
Director shall present a plan on how the Di-
rector will carry out subsection (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan presented under
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) ensure minimal disruption to ongoing
federally funded research and development
activities;

(B) ensure transfer or reassignment of
nanotechnology research infrastructure pro-
grams and facilities to minimize disruption
of researcher access to critical tools that
support other national priorities;

(C) provide for the orderly disposition or
transfer of active grants, contracts, and per-
sonnel associated with the National Nano-
technology Coordination Office established
under section 3(a) of the 21st Century Nano-
technology Research and Development Act
(15 U.S.C. 7502(a));

(D) identify any relevant responsibilities
that should be reassigned to existing pro-
grams at the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy; and

(E) minimize duplication and ensure fiscal
efficiency in the conclusion of the Program.
SEC. 23. CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.

The table of contents in section 1(b) of the
National Quantum Initiative Act is amended
as follows:

(1) By inserting after the item relating to
section 105 the following new items:

“Sec. 105A. International Quantum Coopera-
tion Strategy.

‘“Sec. 106. National quantum prize
lenges.”.

(2) By inserting after the item relating to
section 201 the following new items:

‘“Sec. 202. National Institute of Standards
and Technology Quantum Cen-
ters.

““Sec. 203. Research security.

‘“Sec. 204. Collaboration For Quantum Appli-
cation Development Accelera-
tion.”.

(3) By striking the item relating to section
301 and inserting the following new item:
“Sec. 301. Quantum information science, en-

chal-

gineering, and technology re-
search and education pro-
gram.”’.

(4) By inserting after the item relating to
section 302 the following new items:

“Sec. 303. Quantum testbeds.

““‘Sec. 304. Research security.”.

(5) By adding at the end the following new
items:

“TITLE V—NATIONAL AERONAUTICS
AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION QUAN-
TUM ACTIVITIES

““Sec. 501. Definition of Administrator.

“Sec. 502. Quantum information science, en-

gineering, and technology re-
search for space and aero-
nautics.

‘“Sec. 503. National Aeronautics and Space
Administration quantum initia-
tives.

““Sec. 504. Research security.

‘“Sec. 505. Authorization of appropriations.”.

SA 5862. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
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SEC. PREVENTING ELECTED LEADERS

FROM OWNING SECURITIES AND IN-
VESTMENTS (PELOSI) ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Preventing Elected Leaders
from Owning Securities and Investments
(PELOSI) Act”.

(b) BANNING INSIDER TRADING
GRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 131 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“Subchapter IV—Banning Insider Trading in

Congress

“§13161. Definitions
““In this subchapter:

(1) COVERED FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered finan-
cial instrument’ means—

‘(1) any investment in—

“(I) a security (as defined in section 3(a) of
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C.
78c(a)));

‘“(IT1) a security future (as defined in that
section); or

‘“(IIT1) a commodity (as defined in section
la of the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C.
la)); and

‘(i) any economic interest comparable to
an interest described in clause (i) that is ac-
quired through synthetic means, such as the
use of a derivative, including an option, a
warrant, or other similar means.

‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘covered fi-
nancial instrument’ does not include—

‘(i) a diversified mutual fund;

‘“(ii) a diversified exchange-traded fund;

‘(iii) a United States Treasury bill, note,
or bond; or

‘“(iv) compensation from the primary occu-
pation of a spouse or dependent child of a
Member of Congress.

‘(2) DEPENDENT CHILD; MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS.—The terms ‘dependent child’ and
‘Member of Congress’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 13101.

¢“(3) SUPERVISING ETHICS COMMITTEE.—The
term ‘supervising ethics committee’ means,
as applicable—

“(A) the Select Committee on Ethics of the
Senate; and

“(B) the Committee on Ethics of the House
of Representatives.

“§13162. Prohibition on certain transactions
and holdings involving covered financial
instruments
‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in

subsection (b), a Member of Congress, or any

spouse of a Member of Congress, may not,
during the term of service of the Member of

Congress, hold, purchase, or sell any covered

financial instrument.

‘“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibition under
subsection (a) shall not apply to a sale by a
Member of Congress, or a spouse of a Member
of Congress, that is completed by the date
that is—

‘(1) for a Member of Congress serving on
the date of enactment of the Preventing
Elected Leaders from Owning Securities and
Investments (PELOSI) Act, 180 days after
that date of enactment; and

‘“(2) for any Member of Congress who com-
mences service as a Member of Congress
after the date of enactment of the Pre-
venting Elected Leaders from Owning Secu-
rities and Investments (PELOSI) Act, 180
days after the first date of the initial term of
service.

“(c) PENALTIES.—

‘(1) DISGORGEMENT.—A Member of Con-
gress shall disgorge to the Treasury of the
United States any profit from a transaction
or holding involving a covered financial in-
strument that is conducted in violation of
this section.

‘“(2) FINES.—A Member of Congress who
holds or conducts a transaction involving, or
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whose spouse holds or conducts a transaction
involving, a covered financial instrument in
violation of this section may be subject to a
civil fine assessed by the applicable super-
vising ethics committee under section 13164.
“§13163. Certification of compliance

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
annually, each Member of Congress shall
submit to the applicable supervising ethics
committee a written certification that the
Member of Congress has achieved compliance
with the requirements of this subchapter.

‘“(b) PUBLICATION.—The supervising ethics
committees shall publish each certification
submitted under subsection (a) on a publicly
available website.

“§13164. Authority of supervising ethics com-
mittees

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The supervising ethics
committees may implement and enforce the
requirements of this subchapter, including
by—

‘(1) issuing—

‘“(A) for Members of Congress—

‘(i) rules governing that implementation;
and

‘“(ii) 1 or more reasonable extensions to
achieve compliance with this subchapter, if
the applicable supervising ethics committee
determines that a Member of Congress is
making a good faith effort to divest any cov-
ered financial instruments; and

‘“(B) guidance relating to covered financial
instruments;

‘“(2) publishing on the internet certifi-
cations submitted by Members of Congress
under section 13163(a); and

‘‘(3) assessing civil fines against any Mem-
ber of Congress who is in violation of this
subchapter, subject to subsection (b).

““(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR CIVIL FINES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before imposing a fine
pursuant to this section, the applicable su-
pervising ethics committee shall provide to
the applicable Member of Congress—

““(A) a written notice describing each cov-
ered financial instrument transaction for
which a fine will be assessed; and

‘(B) an opportunity, with respect to each
such covered financial instrument trans-
action—

‘(i) for a hearing; and

‘‘(ii) to achieve compliance with the re-
quirements of this subchapter.

*“(2) ENFORCEMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the event of con-
tinuing noncompliance after issuance of the
notice described in paragraph (1), the appli-
cable supervising ethics committee shall im-
pose a civil penalty, in the amount described
in subparagraph (B), on the Member of Con-
gress to whom a notice was provided—

‘(i) on the date that is 30 days after the
date of provision of the notice; and

‘‘(ii) during the period in which such non-
compliance continues, not less frequently
than once every 30 days thereafter.

‘“(B) AMOUNT.—The amount of each civil
penalty imposed on a Member of Congress
pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall be an
amount equal to 10 percent of the value of
each covered financial instrument that was
not divested in violation of this subchapter
during the period covered by the penalty.

‘‘(3) PUBLICATION.—Each supervising ethics
committee shall publish on a publicly avail-
able website a description of—

“‘(A) each fine assessed by the supervising
ethics committee pursuant to this section;

‘“(B) the reasons why each such fine was as-
sessed; and

‘(C) the result of each assessment, includ-
ing any hearing under paragraph (1)(B)(i) re-
lating to the assessment.

‘“(4) APPEAL.—A Member of Congress may
appeal the assessment of a fine under this
section to a vote on the floor of the Senate
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or the House of Representatives, as applica-
ble, as a privileged motion.

“§13165. Audit by Government Accountability
Office

“Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Preventing Elected Lead-
ers from Owning Securities and Investments
(PELOSI) Act, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall—

‘(1) conduct an audit of the compliance by
Members of Congress with the requirements
of this subchapter; and

‘(2) submit to the supervising ethics com-
mittees a report describing the results of the
audit conducted under paragraph (1).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 131 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER IV—BANNING INSIDER TRADING
IN CONGRESS

‘13161. Definitions.

¢“13162. Prohibition on certain transactions
and holdings involving covered
financial instruments.

¢“13163. Certification of compliance.

¢“13164. Authority of supervising ethics com-
mittees.

¢“13165. Audit by Government Accountability
Office.”.

(B) PERSONS REQUIRED TO FILE.—Section
13103(f) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(i) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘as defined
in section 13101 of this title’’;

(ii) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title’’;

(iii) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title’’; and

(iv) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘“‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title’ .

(C) LOBBYING DISCLOSURE ACT OF 1995.—Sec-
tion 3(4)(D) of the Lobbying Disclosure Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1602(4)(D)) is amended by
striking ‘‘legislative branch employee serv-
ing in a position described under section
13101(13) of title 5, United States Code” and
inserting ‘‘officer or employee of Congress
(as defined in section 13101 of title 5, United
States Code)”.

SA 5863. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title XXVIII,
add the following:

SEC. 2829. AUTHORIZATION OF AMOUNTS FOR
PRIVATIZED MILITARY HOUSING AT
FORT LEONARD WOOD, MISSOURL.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Defense $100,000,000 to be
used for an equity investment in military
family housing under subchapter IV of chap-
ter 169 of title 10, United States Code, at
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

SA 5864. Mr. HAWLEY (for himself
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
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personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title X, add the following:

Subtitle H—STOP CSAM Act of 2026
SEC. 1094. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the
““Strengthening Transparency and Obliga-
tions to Protect Children Suffering from
Abuse and Mistreatment Act of 2026° or the
“STOP CSAM Act of 2026”".

SEC. 1095. PROTECTING CHILD VICTIMS AND WIT-
NESSES IN FEDERAL COURT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3509 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘or ex-
ploitation’” and inserting ‘‘exploitation, or
kidnapping, including international parental
kidnapping’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘physical
or mental injury’” and inserting ‘‘physical
injury, psychological abuse’’;

(C) by striking paragraphs (5), (6), and (7)
and inserting the following:

‘“(5) the term ‘psychological abuse’
cludes—

““(A) a pattern of acts, threats of acts, or
coercive tactics intended to degrade, humili-
ate, intimidate, or terrorize a child; and

‘(B) the infliction of trauma on a child
through—

‘(i) isolation;

‘“(ii) the withholding of food or other ne-
cessities in order to control behavior;

‘“(iii) physical restraint; or

‘“(iv) the confinement of the child without
the child’s consent and in degrading condi-
tions;

‘“(6) the term ‘exploitation’ means—

““‘(A) child pornography;

‘“(B) child sex trafficking; or

‘(C) an obscene visual depiction of a child;

“(7)y the term ‘multidisciplinary child
abuse team’ means a professional unit of in-
dividuals working together to investigate
child abuse and provide assistance and sup-
port to a victim of child abuse, composed of
representatives from—

‘“(A) health, social service, and legal serv-
ice agencies that represent the child;

‘“(B) law enforcement agencies and pros-
ecutorial offices; and

‘“(C) children’s advocacy centers;’’;

(D) in paragraph (9)(D)—

(i) by striking ‘‘genitals’
‘‘anus, genitals,”; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘or animal’’;

(E) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(F) in paragraph (12)—

(i) by striking ‘‘the term ‘child abuse’ does
not” and inserting ‘‘the terms ‘physical in-
jury’ and ‘psychological abuse’ do not’’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting a
semicolon; and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(13) the term ‘covered person’ means a
person of any age who—

““(A) is or is alleged to be—

‘(i) a victim of a crime of physical abuse,
sexual abuse, exploitation, or kidnapping, in-
cluding international parental kidnapping;
or

‘“(ii) a witness to a crime committed
against another person; and

‘(B) was under the age of 18 when the
crime described in subparagraph (A) was
committed;

‘“(14) the term ‘protected information’,
with respect to a covered person, includes—

‘“(A) personally identifiable information of
the covered person, including—

‘(i) the name of the covered person;

‘“(i1) an address;

‘‘(iii) a phone number;

in-
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‘(iv) a user name or identifying informa-
tion for an online, social media, or email ac-
count; and

“(v) any information that can be used to
distinguish or trace the identity of the cov-
ered person, either alone or when combined
with other information that is linked or
linkable to the covered person;

‘(B) medical, dental, behavioral, psy-
chiatric, or psychological information of the
covered person;

‘(C) educational or juvenile justice records
of the covered person; and

‘(D) any other information concerning the
covered person that is deemed ‘protected in-
formation’ by order of the court under sub-
section (d)(5);

‘“(156) the term ‘child pornography’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2256(8);
and

‘“(16) the term ‘obscene visual depiction of
a child’ means any visual depiction prohib-
ited by section 1466A involving an identifi-
able minor, as that term is defined in section
2256(9).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(C), by striking
“minor’”’ and inserting ‘‘child’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

i) in the heading, by striking

“VIDEOTAPED” and inserting ‘‘RECORDED’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘that
the deposition be recorded and preserved on
videotape’ and inserting ‘‘that a video re-
cording of the deposition be made and pre-
served’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘that the
child’s deposition be taken and preserved by
videotape’” and inserting ‘‘that a video re-
cording of the child’s deposition be made and
preserved’’;

(IT) in clause (iii)—

(aa) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘videotape’” and inserting ‘‘re-
corded’’; and

(bb) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘video-
tape’ and inserting ‘‘recording’’; and

(ITI) in clause (v)—

(aa) in the heading, by striking ¢ VIDEO-
TAPE’ and inserting ‘‘VIDEO RECORDING’’;

(bb) in the first sentence, by striking
“made and preserved on video tape’ and in-
serting ‘‘recorded and preserved’’; and

(cc) in the second sentence, by striking
‘“‘videotape’ and inserting ‘‘video recording’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C), by striking
‘‘child’s videotaped’ and inserting ‘‘video re-
cording of the child’s’’;

(v) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) by striking ‘‘videotaping’ and inserting
““‘deposition’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘videotaped’ and inserting
“‘recorded’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (E), by striking
‘“‘videotaped’ and inserting ‘‘recorded’’; and

(vii) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘vid-
eotape’ each place the term appears and in-
serting ‘‘video recording’’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘the name or
any other information concerning a child”
and inserting ‘‘a covered person’s protected
information’’; and

(ii) in clause (ii)—

(I) by striking ‘‘documents described in
clause (i) or the information in them that
concerns a child” and inserting ‘‘a covered
person’s protected information’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘¢, have reason to know
such information” and inserting ‘‘(including
witnesses or potential witnesses), have rea-
son to know each item of protected informa-
tion to be disclosed’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘the name of or any other
information concerning a child’”’ each place
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the term appears and inserting ‘‘a covered
person’s protected information’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and
adjusting the margins accordingly;

(iii) by striking ‘‘All papers’ and inserting
the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—AII papers’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS.—The
court may address a violation of subpara-
graph (A) in the same manner as disobe-
dience or resistance to a lawful court order
under section 401(3).”;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘a child from public disclo-
sure of the name of or any other information
concerning the child” and inserting ‘‘a cov-
ered person’s protected information from
public disclosure’’; and

(IT) by striking ¢, if the court determines
that there is a significant possibility that
such disclosure would be detrimental to the
child”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘a child witness, and the
testimony of any other witness’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘any witness’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘the name of or any other
information concerning a child” and insert-
ing ‘“‘a covered person’s protected informa-
tion”’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘child”’ and
inserting ‘‘covered person’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(C)d) For purposes of this paragraph,
there shall be a presumption that public dis-
closure of a covered person’s protected infor-
mation would be detrimental to the covered
person.

‘(ii) The court shall deny a motion for a
protective order under subparagraph (A) only
if the court finds that the party opposing the
motion has rebutted the presumption under
clause (i) of this subparagraph.’’;

(D) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by striking ‘‘This subsection’ and in-
serting the following:

‘“(A) DISCLOSURE TO CERTAIN PARTIES.—
This subsection’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), as so designated—

(I) by striking ‘‘the name of or other infor-
mation concerning a child” and inserting ‘‘a
covered person’s protected information’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘or an adult attendant, or
to”’ and inserting ‘‘an adult attendant, a law
enforcement agency for any intelligence or
investigative purpose, or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) REQUEST FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—If
any party requests public disclosure of a cov-
ered person’s protected information to fur-
ther a public interest, the court shall deny
the request unless the court finds that—

‘(i) the party seeking disclosure has estab-
lished that there is a compelling public in-
terest in publicly disclosing the covered per-
son’s protected information;

‘“(ii) there is a substantial probability that
the public interest would be harmed if the
covered person’s protected information is
not disclosed;

‘‘(iii) the substantial probability of harm
to the public interest outweighs the harm to
the covered person from public disclosure of
the covered person’s protected information;
and

‘(iv) there is no alternative to public dis-
closure of the covered person’s protected in-
formation that would adequately protect the
public interest.”’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘(5) OTHER PROTECTED INFORMATION.—The
court may order that information shall be
considered to be ‘protected information’ for
purposes of this subsection if the court finds
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that the information is sufficiently personal,
sensitive, or identifying that it should be
subject to the protections and presumptions
under this subsection.”’;

(4) by striking subsection (f) and inserting
the following:

“(f) VIeTIM IMPACT STATEMENT.—

‘(1) PROBATION OFFICER.—In preparing the
presentence report pursuant to rule 32(c) of
the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, the
probation officer shall request information
from the multidisciplinary child abuse team,
if applicable, or other appropriate sources to
determine the impact of the offense on a
child victim and any other children who may
have been affected by the offense.

‘“(2) GUARDIAN AD LITEM.—A guardian ad
litem appointed under subsection (h) shall—

‘“(A) make every effort to obtain and re-
port information that accurately expresses
the views of a child victim, and the views of
family members as appropriate, concerning
the impact of the offense; and

‘“(B) use forms that permit a child victim
to express the child’s views concerning the
personal consequences of the offense, at a
level and in a form of communication com-
mensurate with the child’s age and ability.”’;

(5) in subsection (h), by adding at the end
the following:

¢“(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the United States courts
to carry out this subsection $25,000,000 for
each fiscal year.

¢“(B) SUPERVISION OF PAYMENTS.—Payments
from appropriations authorized under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made under the super-
vision of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts.”’;

(6) in subsection (i)—

(A) by striking ‘A child testifying at or at-
tending a judicial proceeding’” and inserting
the following:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A child testifying at a
judicial proceeding, including in a manner
described in subsection (b),”’;

(B) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(i) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘pro-
ceeding”’ and inserting ‘‘testimony’’; and

(ii) by striking the fifth sentence; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) RECORDING.—If the adult attendant is
in close physical proximity to or in contact
with the child while the child testifies—

‘“(A) at a judicial proceeding, a video re-
cording of the adult attendant shall be made
and shall become part of the court record; or

‘(B) in a manner described in subsection
(b), the adult attendant shall be visible on
the closed-circuit television or in the re-
corded deposition.

“(3) COVERED PERSONS ATTENDING PRO-
CEEDING.—A covered person shall have the
right to be accompanied by an adult attend-
ant when attending any judicial pro-
ceeding.”’;

(7) in subsection (j)—

(A) by striking ‘‘child” each place the term
appears and inserting ‘‘covered person’’; and

(B) in the fourth sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘and the potential’”’ and in-
serting ¢‘, the potential’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘child’s”
‘‘covered person’s’’; and

(iii) by inserting before the period at the
end the following: *‘, and the necessity of the
continuance to protect the defendant’s
rights’’;

(8) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘child”
each place the term appears and inserting
‘‘covered person’’;

(9) in subsection (1), by striking ‘‘child”
each place the term appears and inserting
‘‘covered person’’; and

(10) in subsection (m)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(as defined by section 2256
of this title)’’ each place it appears;

and inserting
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(B) by inserting ‘“‘or an obscene visual de-
piction of a child”’ after ‘‘child pornography’’
each place it appears except the second in-
stance in paragraph (3);

(C) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and any
civil action brought under section 2255 or
2255A" after ‘‘any criminal proceeding’’;

(D) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following:

“(C)(i) Notwithstanding rule 26 of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure, a court shall
deny, in any civil action brought under sec-
tion 2255 or 2255A, any request by any party
to copy, photograph, duplicate, or otherwise
reproduce any property or material that con-
stitutes child pornography or an obscene vis-
ual depiction of a child.

‘“(ii) In a civil action brought under section
2255 or 2255A, for purposes of paragraph (1),
the court may—

““(I) order the plaintiff or defendant to pro-
vide to the court or the Government, as ap-
plicable, any equipment necessary to main-
tain care, custody, and control of such prop-
erty or material; and

“(Il) take reasonable measures, and may
order the Government (if such property or
material is in the care, custody, and control
of the Government) to take reasonable meas-
ures, to provide each party to the action, the
attorney of each party, and any individual a
party may seek to qualify as an expert, with
ample opportunity to inspect, view, and ex-
amine such property or material at the court
or a Government facility, as applicable.”’;
and

(E) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘and during the 1l-year pe-
riod following the date on which the crimi-
nal proceeding becomes final or is termi-
nated’ after ‘‘any criminal proceeding’’;

(ii) by striking ‘¢, as defined under section
2256(8),”; and

(iii) by inserting ‘‘or obscene visual depic-
tion of a child” after ‘‘such child pornog-
raphy’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to conduct
that occurs before, on, or after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 1096. FACILITATING PAYMENT OF RESTITU-
TION; TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO
RESTITUTION STATUTES.

Title 18, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 1593(c)—

(A) by inserting ‘(1) after ““(c)’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘chapter, including, in”’
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.

“(2) In”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section’ after ‘‘suitable by
the court’’;

(2) in section 2248(c)—

(A) by striking ‘‘For purposes’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘chapter, including, in”’
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.
‘(2) ASSUMPTION OF CRIME VICTIM’S

RIGHTS.—In”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘“‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section’ after ‘‘suitable by
the court”’;

(3) in section 2259—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
3663 or 3663A, and in addition to any other
civil or criminal penalty authorized by law,
the court shall order restitution for any of-
fense under—

‘(1) section 1466A, to the extent the con-
duct involves a visual depiction of an identi-
fiable minor; or

‘“(2) this chapter.”;

(B) in subsection (b)—
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(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘DIREC-
TIONS.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the” and inserting “RESTITUTION FOR CHILD
PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCTION.—If the defendant
was convicted of child pornography produc-
tion, the’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking
‘$3,000.”” and inserting the following: ‘‘—

(1) $3,000; or

‘‘(ii) 10 percent of the full amount of the
victim’s losses, if the full amount of the vic-
tim’s losses is less than $3,000.”’; and

(C) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) CHILD PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCTION.—For
purposes of this section and section 2259A,
the term ‘child pornography production’
means—

‘“(A) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) to
the extent the conduct involves production
of a visual depiction of an identifiable minor;

‘(B) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) in-
volving possession with intent to distribute,
or section 1466A(b), to the extent the conduct
involves a visual depiction of an identifiable
minor—

‘(i) produced by the defendant; or

‘“(ii) that the defendant attempted or con-
spired to produce;

“(C) a violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c)
of section 2251, or an attempt or conspiracy
to violate any of those subsections under
subsection (e) of that section;

‘(D) a violation of section 2251A;

‘“(E) a violation of section 2252(a)(4) or
2252A(a)(5), or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate either of those sections under section
2252(b)(2) or 2252A(b)(2), to the extent such
conduct involves child pornography—

‘(i) produced by the defendant; or

‘‘(ii) that the defendant attempted or con-
spired to produce;

““(F') a violation of subsection (a)(7) of sec-
tion 2252A, or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate that subsection under subsection
(b)(3) of that section, to the extent the con-
duct involves production with intent to dis-
tribute;

‘“(G) a violation of section 2252A(g) if the
series of felony violations involves not fewer
than 1 violation—

‘(i) described in subparagraph (A), (B), (E),
or (F) of this paragraph;

‘‘(ii) of section 1591; or

‘“(iii) of section 1201, chapter 109A, or chap-
ter 117, if the victim is a minor;

‘“‘(H) a violation of subsection (a) of section
2260, or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (c)(1) of
that section;

“(I) a violation of section 2260B(a)(2) for
promoting or facilitating an offense—

‘“(i) described in subparagraph (A), (B), (D),
or (E) of this paragraph; or

‘‘(ii) under section 2422(b); and

““(J) a violation of chapter 109A or chapter
117, if the offense involves the production or
attempted production of, or conspiracy to
produce, child pornography.’’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

¢“(3) TRAFFICKING IN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY.—
For purposes of this section and section
2259A, the term ‘trafficking in child pornog-
raphy’ means—

‘“(A) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) to
the extent the conduct involves distribution
or receipt of a visual depiction of an identifi-
able minor;

‘(B) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) in-
volving possession with intent to distribute,
or section 1466A(b), to the extent the conduct
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involves a visual depiction of an identifiable
minor—

‘(1) not produced by the defendant; or

‘‘(ii) that the defendant did not attempt or
conspire to produce;

‘“(C) a violation of subsection (d) of section
2251 or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (e) of that
section;

‘(D) a violation of paragraph (1), (2), or (3)
of subsection (a) of section 2252, or an at-
tempt or conspiracy to violate any of those
paragraphs under subsection (b)(1) of that
section;

“(E) a violation of section 2252(a)(4) or
2252A(a)(5), or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate either of those sections under section
2252(b)(2) or 2252A(b)(2), to the extent such
conduct involves child pornography—

‘(i) not produced by the defendant; or

‘(ii) that the defendant did not attempt or
conspire to produce;

‘(F) a violation of paragraph (1), (2), (3),
(4), or (6) of subsection (a) of section 2252A,
or an attempt or conspiracy to violate any of
those paragraphs under subsection (b)(1) of
that section;

“(G) a violation of subsection (a)(7) of sec-
tion 2252A, or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate that subsection under subsection
(b)(3) of that section, to the extent the con-
duct involves distribution;

‘“(H) a violation of section 2252A(g) if the
series of felony violations exclusively in-
volves violations described in this paragraph
(except subparagraphs (A) and (B));

‘“(I) a violation of subsection (b) of section
2260, or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (c)(2) of
that section; and

““(J) a violation of subsection (a)(1) of sec-
tion 2260B, or a violation of subsection (a)(2)
of that section for promoting or facilitating
an offense described in this paragraph (ex-
cept subparagraphs (A) and (B)).”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (4), in the first sentence,
by inserting ‘‘or an identifiable minor
harmed as a result of the commission of a
crime under section 1466A”° after ‘‘under this
chapter’’;

(4) in section 2259A(a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘under
section 2252(a)(4) or 2252A(a)(5)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘described in subparagraph (B) or (E) of
section 2259(c)(3)”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘any other
offense for trafficking in child pornography’’
and inserting ‘‘any offense for trafficking in
child pornography other than an offense de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) or (E) of section
2259(¢)(3)’;

(5) in section 2429—

(A) in subsection (b)(3), by striking
€¢2259(b)(3)” and inserting ‘2259(c)(2)’’; and

(B) in subsection (d)—

(i) by inserting ‘(1) after ‘‘(d)’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘chapter, including, in”’
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.

“(2) In”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section’ after ‘‘suitable by
the court’’; and

(6) in section 3664, by adding at the end the
following:

““(q) TRUSTEE OR OTHER FIDUCIARY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—

““(A) APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE OR OTHER FI-
DUCIARY.—When the court issues an order of
restitution under section 1593, 2248, 2259, 2429,
or 3663, or subparagraphs (A)(i) and (B) of
section 3663A(c)(1), for a victim described in
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, the
court, at its own discretion or upon motion
by the Government, may appoint a trustee
or other fiduciary to hold any amount paid
for restitution in a trust or other official ac-
count for the benefit of the victim.
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‘“(B) COVERED VICTIMS.—A victim referred
to in subparagraph (A) is a victim who is—

‘(i) under the age of 18 at the time of the
proceeding;

‘‘(ii) incompetent or incapacitated; or

‘“(iii) subject to paragraph (3), a foreign
citizen or stateless person residing outside
the United States.

‘“(2) ORDER.—When the court appoints a
trustee or other fiduciary under paragraph
(1), the court shall issue an order speci-
fying—

““(A) the duties of the trustee or other fidu-
ciary, which shall require—

‘(i) the administration of the trust or
maintaining an official account in the best
interests of the victim; and

‘“(ii) disbursing payments from the trust or
account—

“(I) to the victim; or

“(IT) to any individual or entity on behalf
of the victim;

‘(B) that the trustee or other fiduciary—

‘(i) shall avoid any conflict of interest;

‘(i) may not profit from the administra-
tion of the trust or maintaining an official
account for the benefit of the victim other
than as specified in the order; and

‘“(iii) may not delegate administration of
the trust or maintaining the official account
to any other person;

‘(C) if and when the trust or the duties of
the other fiduciary will expire; and

‘(D) the fees payable to the trustee or
other fiduciary to cover expenses of admin-
istering the trust or maintaining the official
account for the benefit of the victim, and the
schedule for payment of those fees.

*“(3) FACT-FINDING REGARDING FOREIGN CITI-
ZENS AND STATELESS PERSON.—In the case of
a victim who is a foreign citizen or stateless
person residing outside the United States
and is not under the age of 18 at the time of
the proceeding or incompetent or incapaci-
tated, the court may appoint a trustee or
other fiduciary under paragraph (1) only if
the court finds it necessary to—

““(A) protect the safety or security of the
victim; or

‘“(B) provide a reliable means for the vic-
tim to access or benefit from the restitution
payments.

‘“(4) PAYMENT OF FEES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The court may, with re-
spect to the fees of the trustee or other fidu-
ciary—

‘(i) pay the fees in whole or in part; or

‘“(ii) order the defendant to pay the fees in
whole or in part.

“(B) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.—
With respect to a court order under subpara-
graph (A)(ii) requiring a defendant to pay
fees—

‘(i) subsection (f)(3) shall apply to the
court order in the same manner as that sub-
section applies to a restitution order;

‘‘(ii) subchapter C of chapter 227 (other
than section 3571) shall apply to the court
order in the same manner as that subchapter
applies to a sentence of a fine; and

‘“(iii) subchapter B of chapter 229 shall
apply to the court order in the same manner
as that subchapter applies to the implemen-
tation of a sentence of a fine.

¢(C) EFFECT ON OTHER PENALTIES.—Imposi-
tion of payment under subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall not relieve a defendant of, or entitle a
defendant to a reduction in the amount of,
any special assessment, restitution, other
fines, penalties, or costs, or other payments
required under the defendant’s sentence.

‘(D) SCHEDULE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, if the court orders the
defendant to make any payment under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii), the court may provide a
payment schedule that is concurrent with
the payment of any other financial obliga-
tion described in subparagraph (C).
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““(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the United States courts
to carry out this subsection $15,000,000 for
each fiscal year.

¢(B) SUPERVISION OF PAYMENTS.—Payments
from appropriations authorized under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made under the super-
vision of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts.”.

SEC. 1097. CYBERTIPLINE IMPROVEMENTS, AND
ACCOUNTABILITY AND  TRANS-
PARENCY BY THE TECH INDUSTRY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 110 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 2258 A—

(A) by striking subsections (a), (b), and (c)
and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) DUTY TO REPORT.—

‘(1) DurY.—In order to reduce the pro-
liferation of online child sexual exploitation
and to prevent the online sexual exploitation
of children, as soon as reasonably possible
after obtaining actual knowledge of any
facts or circumstances described in para-
graph (2) or any apparent child pornography
on the provider’s service, and in any event
not later than 60 days after obtaining such
knowledge, a provider shall submit to the
CyberTipline of NCMEC, or any successor to
the CyberTipline operated by NCMEC, a re-
port that—

“‘(A) shall contain—

‘(i) the mailing address, telephone num-
ber, facsimile number, electronic mailing ad-
dress of, and individual point of contact for,
such provider; and

‘“(ii) information or material described in
subsection (b)(1)(A) concerning such facts or
circumstances or apparent child pornog-
raphy; and

“(B) may contain information described in
subsection (b)(2), including any available in-
formation to identify or locate any involved
minor.

‘(2) FACTS OR CIRCUMSTANCES.—The facts
or circumstances described in this paragraph
are any facts or circumstances indicating an
apparent, planned, or imminent violation of
section 1591 (if the violation involves a
minor), 2251, 2251A, 2252, 22562A, 2252B, 2260, or
2422(b).

¢“(3) COMPLAINANT INFORMATION.—For a re-
port premised on a complaint or notification
submitted to a provider by a user of the pro-
vider’s product or service, or a parent, guard-
ian, or representative of such user, the pro-
vider shall take reasonable measures to de-
termine what information or material in the
user’s account shall be included in the report
as provided in subsection (b)(1)(A)(vi).

““(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In an effort to prevent
the future sexual victimization of children,
and to the extent the information is within
the custody or control of a provider, each re-
port provided under subsection (a)(1)—

‘“(A) shall include, to the extent that it is
applicable and reasonably available—

‘(i) the name, address, electronic mail ad-
dress, user or account identification, Inter-
net Protocol address, port number, and uni-
form resource locator of any individual who
is a subject of the report;

‘‘(ii) the terms of service in effect at the
time of—

‘(D) the apparent violation; or

““(IT) the detection of apparent child por-
nography or a planned or imminent viola-
tion;

‘‘(iii) a copy of any apparent child pornog-
raphy that is the subject of the report, or all
accessible chats, messages, or text exchanges
that are related to the report, that were
identified in a publicly available location;

‘‘(iv) for each item of apparent child por-
nography included in the report under clause
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(iii) or paragraph (2)(E), information indi-
cating whether—

‘“(I) the apparent child pornography was
publicly available; or

‘“(IT) the provider, in its sole discretion,
viewed the apparent child pornography, or
any copy thereof, at any point concurrent
with or prior to the submission of the report;

‘“(v) for each item of apparent child por-
nography that is the subject of the report, an
indication as to whether the apparent child
pornography—

‘“(I) is created in whole or in part through
the use of software, machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence, or any other computer-gen-
erated or technological means, including by
adapting, modifying, manipulating, or alter-
ing an authentic visual depiction;

‘“(IT) has previously been the subject of a
report under subsection (a)(1); or

‘“(IIT) is the subject of multiple contem-
poraneous reports due to rapid and wide-
spread distribution; and

‘“(vi) any and all information or material
(including apparent child pornography,
chats, messages, or text exchanges) relating
to the subject of the report in the account of
a user of the provider’s product or service, if
the user, or the parent, guardian, or rep-
resentative of such user—

‘“(I) provided the information or material
in a notification or complaint to the pro-
vider;

‘“(IT) indicates that such information or
material should be included in the report; or

“(III) consents to the inclusion of such in-
formation or material in the report; and

‘(B) may, at the sole discretion of the pro-
vider, include the information described in
paragraph (2) of this subsection.

‘“(2) OTHER INFORMATION.—The information
referred to in paragraph (1)(B) is the fol-
lowing:

““(A) INFORMATION ABOUT ANY INVOLVED IN-
DIVIDUAL.—Any information relating to the
identity or location of any individual who is
a subject of the report, including payment or
financial information (excluding personally
identifiable information) and self-reported
identifying or locating information.

‘“(B) INFORMATION ABOUT ANY INVOLVED
MINOR.—Information relating to the identity
or location of any involved minor, which
may include an address, electronic mail ad-
dress, Internet Protocol address, port num-
ber, uniform resource locator, payment or fi-
nancial information (excluding personally
identifiable information), or any other infor-
mation that may identify or locate any in-
volved minor, including self-reported identi-
fying or locating information.

“(C) HISTORICAL REFERENCE.—Information
relating to when and how a customer or sub-
scriber of a provider uploaded, transmitted,
or received content relating to the report or
when and how content relating to the report
was reported to, or discovered by the pro-
vider, including a date and time stamp and
time zone.

‘(D) GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION INFORMATION.—
Information relating to the geographic loca-
tion of the involved individual or website,
which may include the Internet Protocol ad-
dress, port number, or verified address, or, if
not reasonably available, at least one form
of geographic identifying information, in-
cluding area code or ZIP Code, provided by
the customer or subscriber, or stored or ob-
tained by the provider.

‘“(E) APPARENT CHILD PORNOGRAPHY.—ANy
apparent child pornography not described in
paragraph (1)(A)(iii), or other content re-
lated to the subject of the report.

‘“(F) COMPLETE COMMUNICATION.—The com-
plete communication containing any appar-
ent child pornography or other content, in-
cluding—
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‘(i) any data or information regarding the
transmission of the communication; and

‘‘(ii) any visual depictions, data, or other
digital files contained in, or attached to, the
communication.

‘(G) TECHNICAL IDENTIFIER.—An industry-
standard hash value or other similar indus-
try-standard technical identifier for any re-
ported visual depiction as it existed on the
provider’s service.

‘‘(H) DESCRIPTION.—For any item of appar-
ent child pornography that is the subject of
the report, an indication of whether—

‘(i) the depicted sexually explicit conduct
involves—

“(I) genital,
course;

“(I1) bestiality;

“(III) masturbation;

“(IV) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or

(V) lascivious exhibition of the anus,
genitals, or pubic area of any person; and

‘“(ii) the depicted minor is—

“(I) an infant or toddler;

““(IT) prepubescent;

“(I1I) pubescent;

“(IV) post-pubescent; or

“(V) of an indeterminate age or develop-
mental stage.

“(I) CHATS, MESSAGES, OR TEXT EX-
CHANGES.—Chats, messages, or text ex-
changes that fully provide the context for
the report.

‘(3) FORMATTING OF REPORTS.—When a pro-
vider includes any information described in
paragraph (1) or, at its sole discretion, any
information described in paragraph (2) in a
report to the CyberTipline of NCMEC, or any
successor to the CyberTipline operated by
NCMEC, the provider shall use best efforts to
ensure that the report conforms with the
structure of the CyberTipline or the suc-
cessor, as applicable.

¢“(c) FORWARDING OF REPORT AND OTHER IN-
FORMATION TO LAW ENFORCEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to its clearing-
house role as a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion, and at the conclusion of its review in
furtherance of its nonprofit mission, NCMEC
shall make available each report submitted
under subsection (a)(1) to one or more of the
following law enforcement agencies:

‘““(A) Any Federal law enforcement agency
that is involved in the investigation of child
sexual exploitation, kidnapping, or entice-
ment crimes.

‘“(B) Any State or local law enforcement
agency that is involved in the investigation
of child sexual exploitation.

“(C) A foreign law enforcement agency des-
ignated by the Attorney General under sub-
section (d)(3) or a foreign law enforcement
agency that has an established relationship
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or
INTERPOL, and is involved in the investiga-
tion of child sexual exploitation, kidnapping,
or enticement crimes.

‘(2) TECHNICAL IDENTIFIERS.—If a report
submitted under subsection (a)(1) contains
an industry-standard hash value or other
similar industry-standard technical identi-
fier—

‘““(A) NCMEC may compare that hash value
or identifier with any database or repository
of visual depictions owned or operated by
NCMEC; and

‘(B) if the comparison under subparagraph
(A) results in a match, NCMEC may include
the matching visual depiction from its data-
base or repository when forwarding the re-
port to an agency described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) of paragraph (1).”’;

(B) in subsection (d)—

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking
section (c)(1)” and inserting
(©)(D)(A)”;

(ii) in paragraph (3)—

oral, or anal sexual inter-

“‘sub-
“‘subsection
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(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (¢)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(©)(1)(C)”; and

(IT) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (¢)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(©)(1)(C)’; and

(iii) in paragraph (5)(B)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘forwarded’”
and inserting ‘‘made available’’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘forwarded’’
and inserting ‘‘made available’’;

(C) by striking subsection (e) and inserting
the following:

‘“(e) FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—

‘““(A) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for a
provider to knowingly—

‘(i) fail to submit a report under sub-
section (a)(1) within the time period required
by that subsection; or

‘“(ii) fail to preserve material as required
under subsection (h).

“(B) PENALTY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A provider that violates
subparagraph (A) shall be fined—

“(I) in the case of an initial violation, not
more than—

‘“‘(aa) $850,000 if the provider has not fewer
than 100,000,000 monthly active users; or

“‘(bb) $600,000 if the provider has fewer than
100,000,000 monthly active users; and

“(IT) in the case of any second or subse-
quent violation, not more than—

‘“‘(aa) $1,000,000 if the provider has not
fewer than 100,000,000 monthly active users;
or

‘‘(bb) $850,000 if the provider has fewer than
100,000,000 monthly active users.

““(ii) HARM TO INDIVIDUALS.—The maximum
fine under clause (i) shall be doubled if an in-
dividual is harmed as a direct and proximate
result of the applicable violation.

¢(2) CIVIL PENALTY.—

““(A) VIOLATIONS RELATING TO CYBERTIPLINE
REPORTS AND MATERIAL PRESERVATION.—A
provider shall be liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty in an amount
of not less than $50,000 and not more than
$250,000 if the provider knowingly—

‘(i) fails to submit a report under sub-
section (a)(1) within the time period required
by that subsection;

‘‘(ii) fails to preserve material as required
under subsection (h); or

‘“(iii) submits a report under subsection
(a)(1) that—

“(I) contains materially false or fraudulent
information; or

“(I1) omits information described in sub-
section (b)(1)(A) that is reasonably available.

‘“(B) ANNUAL REPORT VIOLATIONS.—A pro-
vider shall be liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty in an amount
of not less than $100,000 and not more than
$1,000,000 if the provider knowingly—

‘(i) fails to submit an annual report as re-
quired under subsection (i); or

‘‘(ii) submits an annual report under sub-
section (i) that—

““(I) contains a materially false, fraudu-
lent, or misleading statement; or

“(II) omits information described in sub-
section (i)(1) that is reasonably available.

‘(C) HARM TO INDIVIDUALS.—The amount of
a civil penalty under subparagraph (A) or (B)
shall be tripled if an individual is harmed as
a direct and proximate result of the applica-
ble violation.

‘(D) COSTS OF CIVIL ACTIONS.—A provider
that commits a violation described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) shall be liable to the
United States Government for the costs of a
civil action brought to recover a civil pen-
alty under that subparagraph.

‘‘(E) ENFORCEMENT.—This paragraph shall
be enforced in accordance with sections 3731,
3732, and 3733 of title 31, except that a civil
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action to recover a civil penalty under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of this paragraph may
only be brought by the United States Gov-
ernment.

‘(3) DEPOSIT OF FINES AND PENALTIES.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
any criminal fine or civil penalty collected
under this subsection shall be deposited into
the Child Pornography Victims Reserve as
provided in section 2259B.’;

(D) in subsection (f), by striking paragraph
(3) and inserting the following:

‘“(8) affirmatively search, screen, or scan
for—

“(A) facts or circumstances described in
subsection (a)(2);

‘(B) information described in subsection
(b)(2); or

‘(C) any apparent child pornography.’’;

(E) in subsection (g)—

(i) in paragraph (2)(A)—

(I) in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘or per-
sonnel at a children’s advocacy center’ after
“‘State)”’; and

(IT) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘State or
subdivision of a State’ and inserting ‘‘State,
subdivision of a State, or children’s advocacy
center’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(a));

(F) in subsection (h), by striking paragraph
(5) and inserting the following:

“(6) RELATION TO REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Submission of a report as described
in subsection (a)(1) does not satisfy the obli-
gations under this subsection.”’; and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) ANNUAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31
of the second year beginning after the date
of enactment of the STOP CSAM Act of 2026,
and of each year thereafter, a provider that
had more than 1,000,000 unique monthly visi-
tors or users during each month of the pre-
ceding year and accrued revenue of more
than $50,000,000 during the preceding year
shall submit to the Attorney General and the
Chair of the Federal Trade Commission a re-
port, disaggregated by subsidiary, that pro-
vides the following information for the pre-
ceding year to the extent such information is
applicable and reasonably available:

““‘(A) CYBERTIPLINE DATA.—

‘“(i) The total number of reports that the
provider submitted under subsection (a)(1).

‘“(ii) Which items of information described
in subsection (b)(2) are routinely included in
the reports submitted by the provider under
subsection (a)(1).

‘(B) OTHER REPORTING TO THE PROVIDER.—

‘(i) The measures the provider has in place
to receive other reports concerning child
sexual exploitation and abuse using the pro-
vider’s product or on the provider’s service.

‘(i) The average time for responding to re-
ports described in clause (i).

‘“(iii) The number of reports described in
clause (i) that the provider received.

‘“(iv) A summary description of the actions
taken upon receipt of the reports described
in clause (i).

¢“(C) POLICIES.—

‘(i) A description of the policies of the pro-
vider with respect to the commission of child
sexual exploitation and abuse using the pro-
vider’s product or on the provider’s service,
including how child sexual exploitation and
abuse is defined.

‘“(ii) A description of possible user con-
sequences for violations of the policies de-
scribed in clause (i).

¢(iii) The methods of informing users of
the policies described in clause (i).

‘“(iv) The process for adjudicating poten-
tial violations of the policies described in
clause (i).
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‘(D) CULTURE OF SAFETY.—

‘(1) The measures, tools, and technologies
that the provider deploys to—

‘(D) protect children from sexual exploi-
tation and abuse using the provider’s prod-
uct or service;

““(IT) prevent or interdict activity by chil-
dren related to sexual exploitation and
abuse, including the posting or sharing of in-
timate visual depictions; and

“(ITII) accurately identify adult and minor
users.

‘‘(ii) The measures, tools, and technologies
that the provider deploys to empower par-
ents and guardians to protect their children
from sexual exploitation and abuse using the
provider’s product or service.

‘(iii) The measures, tools, and tech-
nologies that the provider deploys to prevent
the use of the provider’s product or service
by individuals seeking to commit child sex-
ual exploitation and abuse.

‘“(iv) With respect to the measures, tools,
and technologies described in clauses (i), (ii),
and (iii)—

“(I) an assessment of their efficacy, includ-
ing any relevant quantitative information
indicating when and how often they are used;
and

“(IT) information on any factors that limit
their efficacy or create gaps in their protec-
tion and efforts by the provider to address
those loopholes or gaps.

‘“(v) A description of factors that interfere
with the provider’s ability to detect or
evaluate instances of child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse and an analysis of the im-
pact of those factors.

“(vi) Information shared by the provider
with users about the risks to children on the
provider’s product or service concerning sex-
ual exploitation and abuse and an assess-
ment of the impact of the information on
users, including any relevant quantitative
information indicating how often the infor-
madtion is reviewed.

‘“(vii) A description of efforts undertaken
by the provider, to the extent appropriate, to
allow for independent verification of the in-
formation provided pursuant to this subpara-
graph and of the efficacy of the measures,
tools, and technologies described in clauses
(i), (i), and (iii), including through the fa-
cilitation of independent research.

‘“(E) SAFETY BY DESIGN.—The measures
that the provider takes before launching a
new product or service—

‘(i) to assess—

““(I) the safety risks for children with re-
spect to sexual exploitation and abuse; and

“(I1) whether and how individuals could
use the new product or service to commit
child sexual exploitation and abuse; and

‘“(ii) to determine—

‘“(I) the appropriate age for users of the
new product or service; and

“(II) whether the new product or service
will be adopted to commit child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse.

“(F) PREVALENCE, TRENDS, AND PATTERNS.—
Any information concerning—

‘‘(i) the prevalence of child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse on the provider’s product or
service, including the volume of child por-
nography that is available and that is being
accessed, distributed, or received; and

‘“(ii) emerging trends, risks, and changing
patterns with respect to the commission of
online child sexual exploitation and abuse.

‘(G) OTHER INFORMATION.—AnNy other infor-
mation relevant to child sexual exploitation
and abuse on the provider’s product or serv-
ice.

“2) AVOIDING  DUPLICATION.—Notwith-
standing the requirement under the matter
preceding paragraph (1) that information be
submitted annually, in the case of any report
submitted under that paragraph after the
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initial report, a provider shall submit infor-
mation described in subparagraphs (C)
through (F) of that paragraph not less fre-
quently than once every 3 years or when new
information is available, whichever is more
frequent.

““(3) LIMITATION.—Nothing in paragraph (1)
shall require the disclosure of trade secrets
or other proprietary information.

‘“(4) PUBLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Attorney General and the Chair of
the Federal Trade Commission shall publish
the reports received under this subsection.

‘“(B) REDACTION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Whether or not such re-
daction is requested by the provider, the At-
torney General and Chair of the Federal
Trade Commission shall redact from a report
published under subparagraph (A) any infor-
mation as necessary to avoid—

“(I) undermining the efficacy of a safety
measure described in the report; or

“(II) revealing how a product or service of
a provider may be used to commit online
child sexual exploitation and abuse.

*‘(ii) ADDITIONAL REDACTION.—

“(I) REQUEST.—In addition to information
redacted under clause (i), a provider may re-
quest the redaction, from a report published
under subparagraph (A), of any information
that is law enforcement sensitive or other-
wise not suitable for public distribution.

‘“‘(II) AGENCY DISCRETION.—The Attorney
General and Chair of the Federal Trade Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) shall consider a request made under
subclause (I); and

““(bb) may, in their discretion, redact from
a report published under subparagraph (A)
any information pursuant to the request.”’;

(2) in section 2258B—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) LIMITED LIABILITY.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (b), a civil claim or
criminal charge described in paragraph (2)
may not be brought in any Federal or State
court.

¢“(2) COVERED CLAIMS AND CHARGES.—A civil
claim or criminal charge referred to in para-
graph (1) is a civil claim or criminal charge
against a provider or domain name registrar,
including any director, officer, employee, or
agent of such provider or domain name reg-
istrar, that is directly attributable to—

‘“(A) the performance of the reporting or
preservation responsibilities of such provider
or domain name registrar under this section,
section 2258A, or section 2258C;

‘(B) transmitting, distributing, or mailing
child pornography to any Federal, State, or
local law enforcement agency, or giving such
agency access to child pornography, in re-
sponse to a search warrant, court order, or
other legal process issued or obtained by
such agency; or

‘(C) the use by the provider or domain
name registrar of any material being pre-
served under section 2258A(h) by such pro-
vider or registrar for research and the devel-
opment and training of tools, undertaken
voluntarily and in good faith for the sole and
exclusive purpose of—

‘(i) improving or facilitating reporting
under this section, section 2258A, or section
2258C; or

‘“(ii) stopping the online sexual exploi-
tation of children.”’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking *‘; or” and
inserting ‘“‘or knowingly failed to comply
with a requirement under section 2258A;"’;

(ii) in paragraph (2)(C)—

(I) by striking ‘‘sections”
“this section or section’; and

and inserting
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(IT) by striking the period and inserting ‘;
or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) for purposes of subsection (a)(2)(C),
knowingly distributed or transmitted the
material, or made the material available, ex-
cept as required by law, to—

‘“(A) any other entity;

‘(B) any person not employed by the pro-
vider or domain name registrar; or

“(C) any person employed by the provider
or domain name registrar who is not con-
ducting any research described in that sub-
section.”;

(3) in section 2258C—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘the
CyberTipline’’ and inserting “NCMEC”’;

(B) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ELEMENTS’ and inserting ¢ INFORMATION
SHARING WITH PROVIDERS AND ENTITIES FOR
THE PURPOSES OF PREVENTING AND CUR-
TAILING THE ONLINE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF
CHILDREN"’;

(ii) in paragraph (1)—

(D by striking ‘“‘to a provider’’ and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program to—

‘“(A) a provider’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (A), as so designated—

(aa) by inserting ‘‘use of the provider’s
products or services to commit’’ after ‘‘stop
the’’; and

(bb) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; or”’; and

(ITI) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) an entity for the sole and exclusive
purpose of preventing and curtailing the on-
line sexual exploitation of children.”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (2)—

(I) in the heading, by striking
SIONS’’ and inserting ‘‘ELEMENTS’’;

(II) by striking ‘“‘unique identifiers’ and in-
serting ‘‘similar technical identifiers’’;

(III) by inserting ‘‘or content, elements, or
reported materials,” after ‘‘visual depic-
tion,”’;

(IV) by inserting a comma after
tion”’;

(V) by striking ‘“‘and any other elements’’;
and

(VI) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program” after
“‘CyberTipline report’’;

(C) in subsection (b)—

(i) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘OR ENTI-
TIES” after ‘“‘PROVIDERS’’;

(ii) by striking ‘““Any provider’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any provider or entity’’;

(iii) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(D by striking ‘‘receives’” and inserting
‘“‘obtains’; and

(II) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program” after
“‘CyberTipline report’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

¢‘(2) LIMITATION ON SHARING WITH OTHER EN-
TITIES.—A provider or entity that obtains
elements under subsection (a)(1) may not
distribute those elements, or make those ele-
ments available, to any other entity, except
for the sole and exclusive purpose of cur-
tailing, preventing, or stopping the online
sexual exploitation of children.”’;

(D) in subsection (¢)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subsections” and inserting
“‘subsection’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘providers receiving’’ and
inserting ‘‘a provider or entity to obtain’’;

(iii) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program” after
“CyberTipline report’’; and

(iv) by striking ‘‘to use the elements to
stop the online sexual exploitation of chil-
dren”’; and
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(E) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘or to
the Child Victim Identification Program’’
after “‘CyberTipline’’;

(4) in section 2258E—

(A) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘elec-
tronic communication service provider’ and
inserting ‘‘electronic communication serv-
ice”’;

(B) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘(9) the term ‘publicly available’, with re-
spect to a visual depiction on a provider’s
service, means the visual depiction can be
viewed by or is accessible to all users of the
service, regardless of the steps, if any, a user
must take to create an account or to gain
access to the service in order to access or
view the visual depiction; and

‘(10) the term ‘Child Victim Identification
Program’ means the program described in
section 404(b)(1)(K)(ii) of the Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (34
U.S.C. 11293(b)(1)(K)({i)).”;

(5) in section 2259B(a), by inserting ¢, any
fine or penalty collected under section
2258A(e),” after ‘2259A°’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

“§2260B. Liability for certain child sexual ex-
ploitation offenses

‘“(a) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for a
provider of an interactive computer service,
as that term is defined in section 230 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230),
that operates through the use of any facility
or means of interstate or foreign commerce
or in or affecting interstate or foreign com-
merce, through such service to—

‘(1) intentionally host or store child por-
nography or make child pornography avail-
able to any person; or

‘(2) knowingly promote or facilitate a vio-
lation of section 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A, or
2422(b).

‘““(b) PENALTY.—A provider of an inter-
active computer service that violates sub-
section (a)—

‘(1) subject to paragraph (2), shall be fined
not more than $1,000,000; and

‘(2) if the offense involves a conscious or
reckless risk of serious personal injury or an
individual is harmed as a direct and proxi-
mate result of the violation, shall be fined
not more than $5,000,000.

‘“‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to apply to
any good faith action by a provider of an
interactive computer service that is nec-
essary to comply with a valid court order,
subpoena, search warrant, statutory obliga-
tion, or preservation request from law en-
forcement.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 110 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:

¢2260B. Liability for certain child sexual ex-

ploitation offenses.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR AMENDMENTS TO
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDERS.—
The amendments made by subsection (a)(1)
of this section shall take effect on the date
that is 120 days after the date of enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 1098. EXPANDING CIVIL REMEDIES FOR VIC-
TIMS OF ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL EX-
PLOITATION.

(a) STATEMENT OF INTENT.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to abrogate or
narrow any case law concerning section 2255
of title 18, United States Code.

(b) CrviL. REMEDY FOR PERSONAL INJU-
RIES.—Section 2255(a) of title 18, United
States Code, is amended—
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(1) by striking ‘““IN GENERAL.—Any person
who, while a minor, was a victim of a viola-
tion of section 1589, 1590, 1591, 2241(c), 2242,
2243, 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A, 2260, 2421, 2422,
or 2423 of this title and who suffers personal
injury as a result of such violation, regard-
less of whether the injury occurred while
such person was a minor, may sue’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘PRIVATE RIGHT OF AC-
TION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—AnNy person described in
subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (2)
who suffers personal injury as a result of a
violation described in that subparagraph, re-
gardless of whether the injury occurred
while such person was a minor, may bring a
civil action’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(2) ELIGIBLE PERSONS.—Paragraph (1)
shall apply to any person—

‘“(A) who, while a minor, was a victim of—

‘(i) a violation of section 1589, 1590, 1591,
2241, 2242, 2243, 2251, 2251A, 2260(a), 2421, 2422,
or 2423;

‘(ii) an attempt to violate section 1589,
1590, or 1591 under section 1594(a);

‘‘(iii) a conspiracy to violate section 1589 or
1590 under section 1594(b); or

‘“(iv) a conspiracy to violate section 1591
under section 1594(c);

“(B) who—

‘“(i) is depicted as a minor in child pornog-
raphy; and

“(ii) is a victim of a violation of 2252,
2252A, or 2260(b) (regardless of when the vio-
lation occurs); or

¢(C) who—

‘(i) is depicted as an identifiable minor in
a visual depiction described in section 1466A;
and

‘“(ii) is a victim of a violation of that sec-
tion (regardless of when the violation oc-
curs).”.

(¢) CIVIL REMEDY AGAINST ONLINE PLAT-
FORMS AND APP STORES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 110 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 2255 the following:

“§2255A. Additional remedy for certain vic-
tims of child pornography or child sexual
exploitation
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) PROMOTION OR AIDING AND ABETTING OF
CERTAIN VIOLATIONS.—Any person who is a
victim of the intentional, knowing, or reck-
less promotion, or aiding and abetting, of a
violation of section 1591 or 1594(c) (involving
a minor), or section 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A,
or 2422(b), where such promotion, or aiding
and abetting, is by a provider of an inter-
active computer service or an app store, and
who suffers personal injury as a result of
such promotion or aiding and abetting, re-
gardless of when the injury occurred, may
bring a civil action in any appropriate
United States District Court for relief set
forth in subsection (b).

“(2) ACTIVITIES INVOLVING CHILD PORNOG-
RAPHY.—Any person who is a victim of the
intentional, knowing, or reckless hosting or
storing of child pornography or making child
pornography available to any person by a
provider of an interactive computer service,
and who suffers personal injury as a result of
such hosting, storing, or making available,
regardless of when the injury occurred, may
bring a civil action in any appropriate
United States District Court for relief set
forth in subsection (b).

“(b) RELIEF.—In a civil action brought by a
person under subsection (a)—

‘(1) the person shall recover the actual
damages the person sustains or liquidated
damages in the amount of $300,000, and the
cost of the action, including reasonable at-
torney fees and other litigation costs reason-
ably incurred; and
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‘“(2) the court may, in addition to any
other relief available at law, award punitive
damages and such other preliminary and eq-
uitable relief as the court determines to be
appropriate, including a temporary restrain-
ing order, a preliminary injunction, or a per-
manent injunction ordering the defendant to
cease the offending conduct.

“(c) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—There shall
be no time limit for the filing of a complaint
commencing an action under subsection (a).

‘‘(d) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—

‘(1) VENUE.—Any action brought under
subsection (a) may be brought in the district
court of the United States that meets appli-
cable requirements relating to venue under
section 1391 of title 28.

‘“(2) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action
brought under subsection (a), process may be
served in any district in which the defend-
ant—

‘“(A) is an inhabitant; or

“(B) may be found.

““(e) RELATION TO SECTION 230 OF THE COM-
MUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934.—Nothing in sec-
tion 230 of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 230) shall be construed to impair or
limit any claim brought under subsection
(a).
““(f) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

‘(1) APPLICABILITY TO LEGAL PROCESS OR
OBLIGATION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to apply to any good faith action
that is necessary to comply with a valid
court order, subpoena, search warrant, statu-
tory obligation, or preservation request from
law enforcement.

‘“(2) APPLICATION OF SECTION 2258B.—A civil
action brought under subsection (a) shall be
subject to section 2258B.

‘‘(g) ENCRYPTION TECHNOLOGIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the following ac-
tions or circumstances shall serve as an
independent basis for liability under sub-
section (a):

‘“(A) Utilizing full end-to-end encrypted
messaging services, device encryption, or
other encryption services.

‘(B) Not possessing the information nec-
essary to decrypt a communication.

“(C) Failing to take an action that would
otherwise undermine the ability to offer full
end-to-end encrypted messaging services, de-
vice encryption, or other encryption serv-
ices.

¢‘(2) CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE.—Evidence
of actions or circumstances described in
paragraph (1) shall be admissible in a civil
action brought under subsection (a) if—

““(A) the actions or circumstances are rel-
evant under rules 401 and 402 of the Federal
Rules of Evidence to—

‘“(i) prove motive, intent, preparation,
plan, absence of mistake, or lack of accident;
or

‘‘(i1) rebut any evidence or factual or legal
claim; and

‘(B) the actions or circumstances—

‘(i) are otherwise admissible under the
Federal Rules of Evidence; and

‘(i) are not subject to exclusion under
rule 403 or any other rule of the Federal
Rules of Evidence.

¢(3) NO EFFECT ON DISCOVERY.—Nothing in
paragraph (1) or (2) shall be construed to cre-
ate a defense to a discovery request or other-
wise limit or affect discovery in any civil ac-
tion brought under subsection (a).

‘‘(h) DEFENSE.—In a civil action under sub-
section (a)(2) involving knowing or reckless
conduct, it shall be a defense at trial, which
the provider of an interactive computer serv-
ice must establish by a preponderance of the
evidence as determined by the finder of fact,
that—

‘(1) the provider disabled access to or re-
moved the child pornography within a rea-
sonable timeframe, and in any event not
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later than 48 hours after obtaining knowl-
edge that the child pornography was being
hosted, stored, or made available by the pro-
vider (or, in the case of a provider that, for
the most recent calendar year, averaged
fewer than 10,000,000 active users on a month-
ly basis in the United States, within a rea-
sonable timeframe, and in any event not
later than 2 business days after obtaining
such knowledge);

‘(2) the provider exercised a reasonable,
good faith effort to disable access to or re-
move the child pornography but was unable
to do so for reasons outside the provider’s
control; or

“‘(3) it is technologically impossible for the
provider to disable access to or remove the
child pornography without compromising
encryption technologies.

‘(1) SANCTIONS FOR REPEATED BAD FAITH
CIVIL ACTIONS OR DEFENSES.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) BAD FAITH CIVIL ACTION.—The term
‘bad faith civil action’ means a civil action
brought under subsection (a) in bad faith
where the finder of fact determines that at
the time the civil action was filed, the party,
attorney, or law firm described in paragraph
(2) had actual knowledge that—

‘(i) the alleged conduct did not involve
any minor; or

‘‘(ii) the alleged child pornography did not
depict—

‘(I) any minor; or

“(IT) sexually explicit conduct, sexual sug-
gestiveness, full or partial nudity, or implied
sexual activity.

‘“(B) BAD FAITH DEFENSE.—The term ‘bad
faith defense’ means a defense in a civil ac-
tion brought under subsection (a) raised in
bad faith where the finder of fact determines
that at the time the defense was raised, the
party, attorney, or law firm described in
paragraph (3) had actual knowledge that the
defense—

‘(i) was made solely for the purpose of de-
laying the civil action or increasing the
costs of the civil action; or

‘(ii) was objectively baseless in light of
the applicable law or facts at issue.

‘(2) BAD FAITH CIVIL ACTION.—In the case of
a civil action brought under subsection (a),
the court may impose sanctions on—

““(A) the party bringing the civil action if
the court finds that the party has brought 2
or more bad faith civil actions (which may
include the instant civil action); or

‘(B) an attorney or law firm representing
the party bringing the civil action if the
court finds that the attorney or law firm has
represented—

‘(i) a party who has brought 2 or more bad
faith civil actions (which may include the in-
stant civil action); or

‘(i) 2 or more parties who have each
brought a bad faith civil action (which may
include the instant civil action).

‘‘(3) BAD FAITH DEFENSE.—In the case of a
civil action brought under subsection (a), the
court may impose sanctions on—

““(A) the party defending the civil action if
the court finds that the party has raised 2 or
more bad faith defenses (which may include
1 or more defenses raised in the instant civil
action); or

‘(B) an attorney or law firm representing
the party defending the civil action if the
court finds that the attorney or law firm has
represented—

‘(i) a party who has raised 2 or more bad
faith defenses (which may include 1 or more
defenses raised in the instant civil action);
or

‘(i) 2 or more parties who have each
raised a bad faith defense (which may in-
clude a defense raised in the instant civil ac-
tion).



June 18, 2026

‘‘(4) IMPLEMENTATION.—Rule 11(c) of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure shall apply
to sanctions imposed under this subsection
in the same manner as that rule applies to
sanctions imposed for a violation of rule
11(b) of those Rules.

*“(6) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

‘“(A) RULE 11.—This subsection shall not be
construed to limit or expand the application
of rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure.

“(B) DEFINITION CHANGE.—Paragraph
(1)(A)(ii) shall not be construed to apply to a
civil action affected by a contemporaneous
change in the law with respect to the defini-
tion of ‘child pornography’.

“‘(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ApP.—The term ‘app’ means a software
application or electronic service that may be
run or directed by a user on a computer, a
mobile device, or any other general purpose
computing device.

‘“(2) ApPpP STORE.—The term ‘app store’
means a publicly available website, software
application, or other electronic service
that—

““(A) distributes apps from third-party de-
velopers to users of a computer, a mobile de-
vice, or any other general purpose computing
device; and

‘(B) operates—

‘(i) through the use of any means or facil-
ity of interstate or foreign commerce; or

‘(i) in or affecting interstate or foreign
commerce.

¢“(3) INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The
term ‘interactive computer service’ means
an interactive computer service, as defined
in section 230(f) of the Communications Act
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230(f)), that operates—

““(A) through the use of any means or facil-
ity of interstate or foreign commerce; or

‘“(B) in or affecting interstate or foreign
commerce.

“‘(k) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion, including the defenses under this sec-
tion, shall be construed to apply to any civil
action brought under any other Federal law,
rule, or regulation, including any civil ac-
tion brought against a provider of an inter-
active computer service or an app store
under section 1595 or 2255.”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 110 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 2255 the fol-
lowing:
¢“226bA. Additional remedy for certain vic-

tims of child pornography or
child sexual exploitation.”.
SEC. 1099. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this subtitle, an amend-
ment made by this subtitle, or the applica-
tion of such provision or amendment to any
person or circumstance is held to be uncon-
stitutional, the remainder of this subtitle
and the amendments made by this subtitle,
and the application of the provision or
amendment to any other person or cir-
cumstance, shall not be affected.

SEC. 1100. CONTINUED APPLICABILITY OF FED-
ERAL, STATE, AND TRIBAL LAW.

(a) FEDERAL LAW.—Nothing in this subtitle
or the amendments made by this subtitle,
nor any rule or regulation issued pursuant to
this subtitle or the amendments made by
this subtitle, shall affect or diminish any
right or remedy for a victim of child pornog-
raphy or child sexual exploitation under any
other Federal law, rule, or regulation, in-
cluding any claim under section 2255 of title
18, United States Code, with respect to any
individual or entity.

(b) STATE OR TRIBAL LAW.—Nothing in this
subtitle or the amendments made by this
subtitle, nor any rule or regulation issued
pursuant to this subtitle or the amendments
made by this subtitle, shall—
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(1) preempt, diminish, or supplant any
right or remedy for a victim of child pornog-
raphy or child sexual exploitation under any
State or Tribal common or statutory law; or

(2) prohibit the enforcement of a law gov-
erning child pornography or child sexual ex-
ploitation that is at least as protective of
the rights of a victim as this subtitle and the
amendments made by this subtitle.

SA 5865. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself
and Mr. CRUz) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title XII, insert the fol-
lowing:

Subtitle F—Blue Skies for Taiwan Act of 2026
SEC. 1281. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Blue
Skies for Taiwan Act of 2026°".

SEC. 1282. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Budget, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Budget, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) BLUE UAS.—The term ‘‘Blue UAS’’ refers
to UAS components and systems that com-
ply with Defense Contract Management
Agency’s Blue UAS program and its associ-
ated list.

SEC. 1283. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Taiwan is a longstanding and vital
democratic partner whose security is central
to United States strategic interests and re-
gional stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

(2) The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is
increasingly employing gray-zone tactics, in-
cluding routine use of unmanned aerial sys-
tems and other low-cost platforms, to pres-
sure Taiwan and undermine its security.

(3) As set forth in the Taiwan Relations
Act of 1979 (Public Law 96-8), it is United
States policy to maintain its capacity to re-
sist any resort to force or other forms of co-
ercion against Taiwan and provide Taiwan
with arms of a defensive nature.

(4) As set forth in the Taiwan Enhanced
Resilience Act (subtitle A of title XII of Pub-
lic Law 117-263), it is the sense of Congress
that the United States should support Tai-
wan’s acquisition and employment of capa-
bilities that advance asymmetric strategies.

() The vast majority of commercially
available UAS contain PRC-sourced compo-
nents, creating significant cybersecurity,
supply chain, and operational risks for both
Taiwan and the United States.

(6) Taiwan is well-positioned to develop
and produce UAS components and systems
but faces challenges in competing with PRC
commercial companies, accessing capital,
and meeting United States certification and
cybersecurity requirements.

(7) The United States should support UAS
supply chain development in Taiwan to
strengthen Taiwan’s asymmetric defense
posture and expand United States access to
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secure, PRC-independent UAS components
and systems.

(8) The Army Organic Industrial Base, in-
cluding its arsenals, depots, and ammunition
plants, is undergoing modernization to sup-
port emerging technologies and may provide
opportunities to support the testing and
sustainment of unmanned aerial systems and
related components in coordination with al-
lies and partners.

SEC. 1284. BLUE UAS WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of State, in coordination
with the Secretary of Defense, shall estab-
lish a Blue UAS working group, leveraging
existing workstreams and expanding scope as
needed, inclusive of government, industry,
and academic experts, to—

(1) assess Taiwan’s domestic drone produc-
tion capacity, including research and devel-
opment, legal and regulatory frameworks,
testing, certification, and production capac-
ities for dual-use drones;

(2) evaluate opportunities for public-pri-
vate partnerships between the United States
and Taiwan for co-development and co-pro-
duction of UAS systems and components, in-
cluding pilot programs;

(3) identify barriers to the inclusion of Tai-
wan-manufactured components and systems
manufactured in Blue UAS programs;

(4) identify regulatory, export-control, and
certification barriers that impede Taiwan’s
participation in Blue UAS programs;

(5) provide recommendations to expand and
improve incorporation of Taiwanese sup-
pliers into Blue UAS programs;

(6) identify specific UAS components or
systems that could be integrated into Blue
UAS programs within 12 to 24 months;

(7) analyze opportunities and impediments
to include Taiwan in the Defense Autono-
mous Warfare Group and similar initiatives;

(8) assess opportunities for collaboration
with the Army Organic Industrial Base, in-
cluding its arsenals, depots, and ammunition
plants, to support the testing, evaluation,
production, maintenance, and sustainment
of Blue UAS components and systems, in-
cluding those co-developed or co-produced
with Taiwan; and

(9) institute lessons learned from the war
in Ukraine, in consultation with the United
States European Command (EUCOM) and
Ukrainian officials.

(b) REPORTING.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for three years, the
Working Group shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees an unclassi-
fied report on its activities, including find-
ings, recommendations, timelines, resource
needs, and potential funding mechanisms,
with a classified appendix as necessary.

SEC. 1285. COOPERATIVE FRAMEWORK WITH AL-
LIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, shall establish a cooperative frame-
work, drawing on the Partnership for Indo-
Pacific Industrial Resilience (PIPIR), among
the United States, Taiwan, and regional al-
lies and global partners to promote secure,
PRC-independent UAS supply chains and en-
hance interoperability.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The cooperative framework
shall include—

(1) support regional allies in the acquisi-
tion of Blue UAS components or systems
from Taiwan in lieu of PRC-sourced compo-
nents; and

(2) fast-track Blue UAS certification for
components co-developed or co-produced by
Taiwan and regional allies.
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SEC. 1286. FAST-TRACK CERTIFICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense, shall develop a fast-track process for
Blue UAS companies in Taiwan to obtain
Blue UAS certification.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The fast-track certifi-
cation process shall include the following
procedures:

(1) Expedited export control reviews and li-
censing for Taiwan drone and drone compo-
nent manufacturers, including streamlined
technical reviews for components with no
PRC-connected subcomponents.

(2) A fast-track certification procedure for
Taiwanese manufacturers, including recip-
rocal testing arrangements or recognition of
equivalent Taiwan cybersecurity standards
where appropriate.

SEC. 1287. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this subtitle shall be con-
strued—

(1) to alter United States policy towards
Taiwan as codified in the Taiwan Relations
Act of 1979 (Public Law 96-8);

(2) to alter the United States commitment
to the One China Policy, including commit-
ments made in the Three United States-
China Communiqués and the Six Assurances
to Taiwan; or

(3) to alter the United States Govern-
ment’s position with respect to the inter-
national status of Taiwan.

SA 5866. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Mr. PETERS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 823. AGENCY USE OF IT PRODUCTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the congressional defense committees;
and

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Oversight of the House of
Representatives.

(2) AUTHORIZED RESELLER.—The term ‘‘au-
thorized reseller” means a reseller, after
market manufacturer, supplier, or dis-
tributor of a covered product that—

(A) has a direct or prime contractual ar-
rangement with, or the express written au-
thority of, the eligible original equipment
manufacturer of the covered product to man-
ufacture, buy, stock, repackage, sell, resell,
repair, service, otherwise support, or dis-
tribute the covered product; and

(B) has not been found to be subject to
criminal liability pursuant to sections 2318,
2319, or 2320 of title 18, United States Code,
or civil liability pursuant to sections 42 or 43
of the Act entitled ‘““‘An Act to provide for
the registration and protection of trade-
marks used in commerce, to carry out the
provisions of certain international conven-
tions, and for other purposes’, approved July
5, 1946 (commonly referred to as the ‘““Trade-
mark Act of 1946”’; 15 U.S.C. 1124, 1125).

(3) COVERED PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘covered
product’—

(A) means an information and communica-
tions technology end-use hardware product
or component, including software and
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firmware that comprise the end-use hard-
ware product or component; and

(B) does not include—

(i) other software; or

(ii) an end-use hardware product—

(I) in which there is embedded information
and communications technology; and

(IT) the principal function of which is not
the creation, manipulation, storage, display,
receipt, or transmission of electronic data
and information.

(4) ELIGIBLE ORIGINAL EQUIPMENT MANUFAC-
TURER.—The term ‘‘eligible original equip-
ment manufacturer’” means a company
that—

(A) manufactures a covered product that
the company—

(i) designed from self-sourced or purchased
components; and

(ii) sells under the name of the company;
and

(B) has not been found to be subject to
criminal liability pursuant to sections 2318,
2319, or 2320 of title 18, United States Code,
or civil liability pursuant to sections 42 or 43
of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to provide for
the registration and protection of trade-
marks used in commerce, to carry out the
provisions of certain international conven-
tions, and for other purposes’’, approved July
5, 1946 (commonly referred to as the ‘‘Trade-
mark Act of 1946; 15 U.S.C. 1124, 1125).

(5) END-USE PRODUCT.—The term ‘‘end-use
product’” means a product ready for use by
the maintainer, integrator, or end user of
the product.

(6) INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECH-
NOLOGY.—The term ‘‘information and com-
munications technology’’—

(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 4713 of title 41, United States Code; and

(B) includes information and communica-
tions technologies covered by definitions
contained in the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion, including definitions added after the
date of the enactment of this Act by the Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulatory Council pursu-
ant to notice and comment.

(b) PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT AND
USE.—Subject to subsection (¢) and notwith-
standing sections 1905 through 1907 of title
41, United States Code, the Secretary of De-
fense may not procure or obtain, renew a
contract to procure or obtain, or use a cov-
ered product that is procured from an entity
other than an eligible original equipment
manufacturer or an authorized reseller.

(c) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon notice to appro-
priate congressional committees, the Sec-
retary of Defense may waive the prohibition
under subsection (b) with respect to a cov-
ered product if the Secretary determines
that procuring, obtaining, or using the cov-
ered product is necessary—

(A) for the purpose of scientifically valid
research (as defined in section 102 the Edu-
cation Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (20 U.S.C.
9501)); or

(B) to avoid jeopardizing the performance
of mission critical functions.

(2) NOTICE.—The notice described in para-
graph (1)—

(A) shall—

(i) specify, with respect to the waiver
under paragraph (1)—

(I) the justification for the waiver;

(IT) any security mitigations that have
been implemented; and

(ITII) with respect to a waiver that neces-
sitates a security mitigation, the plan of ac-
tion and milestones to avoid future waivers
for subsequent similar purchases; and

(ii) provide a declaration that covered
product is not being purchased from an enti-
ty that is under the influence or control of a
foreign adversary; and
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(iii) be submitted in an unclassified form;
and

(B) may include a classified annex.

(3) DURATION.—With respect to a waiver for
the purpose of research, as described in para-
graph (1)(A), the waiver shall be effective for
the duration of the research identified in the
waiver.

(d) VENDOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The
Secretary of Defense shall establish procure-
ment guidance to provide assistance to enti-
ties that are not eligible for procurements of
covered products due to the prohibition
under subsection (b) on the process of becom-
ing an authorized reseller for covered prod-
ucts.

(e) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter until the date that is 6 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report
that provides—

(A) the number and types of covered prod-
ucts for which a waiver under subsection
(c)(1) was granted during the 1l-year period
preceding the date of the submission of the
report;

(B) the legal authority under which each
waiver described in subparagraph (A) was
granted, such as whether the waiver was
granted pursuant to subparagraph (A) or (B)
of subsection (c¢)(1); and

(C) any actions taken by the Secretary to
reduce the number of waivers issued by the
Department of Defense under subsection
(c)(1) with the goal of achieving full compli-
ance with the prohibition under subsection
(b).

(2) CLASSIFICATION OF REPORT.—HEach report
submitted under this subsection—

(A) shall be submitted in unclassified form;
and

(B) may include a classified annex that
contains the information described in para-
graph (1)(B).

(f) REDRESS PROCESS.—

(1) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget determines that
an entity is not an eligible original equip-
ment manufacturer or an authorized reseller,
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget shall issue to the entity a notice
of the determination—

(A) advising the entity of the determina-
tion;

(B) identifying the criteria relied upon and
the information that formed the basis for the
determination;

(C) advising that, not later 90 days after
the date of receipt of the notice, the entity
may submit to the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget a request to rescind
the determination with information and ar-
gument in opposition to the determination;

(D) describing the procedures governing
the review and possible issuance of a deter-
mination; and

(E) where practicable, identifying mitiga-
tion steps that could be taken by the entity
that may result in the rescission of the de-
termination.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(A) NOTICE OF DESIGNATION.—Not later than
30 days after the date on which the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget
issues a notice to an entity under paragraph
(1), the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget shall submit to the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability of the House of
Representatives the notice.

(B) INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT IN OPPOSI-
TION TO DETERMINATIONS.—Not later than 30
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days after the date on which the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget re-
ceives any information and argument in op-
position to a determination pursuant to
paragraph (1)(C), the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability
of the House of Representatives such infor-
madtion.

(g) No NEwW FuNDs.—No additional amounts
are authorized to be appropriated for the
purpose of carrying out this section.

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
take effect on the date that is 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act.

SA 5867. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Ms. HIRONO) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. . APPLICABILITY OF AUTHORITY TO RE-
CONSIDER DECISIONS TO INTER
THE REMAINS OR HONOR THE MEM-
ORY OF A PERSON IN A NATIONAL
CEMETERY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2411 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting ‘‘made
on or after June 18, 1973,” after ‘‘reconsider
a decision’’;

(2) in subsections (b)(4)(A), (b)(B)(A),
()(2)(A)(i1), and (e)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘to be
a tier III sex offender for purposes of the Sex
Offender Registration and Notification Act
(34 U.S.C. 20901 et seq.)” each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘to meet the definition
of a tier IIT sex offender under section 111 of
the Sex Offender Registration and Notifica-
tion Act (34 U.S.C. 20911)’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘‘(g) This section shall apply with respect
to applications for interment or memori-
alization made on or after June 18, 1973.”".

(b) CONFORMING REPEALS.—

(1) Section 2 of the Alicia Dawn Koehl Re-
spect for National Cemeteries Act (Public
Law 113-65) is amended by striking sub-
section (c).

(2) Section 1 of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to
amend title 38, United States Code, to pro-
hibit interment or memorialization in cer-
tain cemeteries of persons committing Fed-
eral or State capital crimes’, approved No-
vember 21, 1997 (Public Law 105-116), is
amended by striking subsection (c).

SA 5868. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Mr. COONS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 4784, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2027 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, insert
the following:
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SEC. 1230. EXPANSION OF PERMISSIBLE USES OF
UKRAINE SUPPORT FUND.

Section 104(f)(2) of the Rebuilding Eco-
nomic Prosperity and Opportunity for
Ukrainians Act (division F of Public Law
118-50; 22 U.S.C. 9521 note) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘(D) Purchases by the Government of
Ukraine of defense articles and services to
respond to and recover from the con-
sequences of the aggression of the Russian
Federation.”.

SA 5869. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ACCESS TO BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP
INFORMATION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Ownership Clarity Act’.

(b) ACCESS TO BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP IN-
FORMATION.—Section 5336 of title 31, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-
section (k); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing:

““(j) ACCESS TO BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP IN-
FORMATION BY PRIVATE PARTIES.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘“(A) ACCESS LICENSE.—The term ‘access li-
cense’ means a license to access beneficial
ownership information in accordance with
this subsection.

‘(B) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered
entity’ means a financial institution that
provides, or an entity that assists a financial
institution in providing, screening services.

“(C) PERMITTED PERSONNEL.—The term
‘permitted personnel’ means personnel of a
covered entity who are permitted to access
beneficial ownership information in accord-
ance with this subsection.

‘(D) PERMITTED PURPOSE.—The term ‘per-
mitted purpose’ means the use of beneficial
ownership information for screening serv-
ices.

‘“(E) SCREENING SERVICES.—The term
‘screening services’ means the risk manage-
ment procedures and activities undertaken
by permitted personnel for the protection of
the United States national security from
international illicit actors and corrupt for-
eign officials who seek to exploit the finan-
cial systems of the United States by engag-
ing in illicit activity such as serious tax
fraud, human and drug trafficking, money
laundering, financing terrorism.

““(2) ACCESS LICENSES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, the Director
shall establish a process by which covered
entities may apply to the Director for an ac-
cess license.

‘(B) DETERMINATION.—The Director may
not issue an access license to a covered enti-
ty unless the Director determines that—

‘(i) access to beneficial ownership infor-
mation under this subsection is predicated
upon a reasonable concern for United States
national security and United States eco-
nomic stability, by identifying international
illicit actors and corrupt foreign officials
and preventing international illicit activity
such as—

‘“(I) international terrorist financing;
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“(IT) any activity engaged in by an agent
of the Government of Iran, North Korea,
Syria, or any other government the Sec-
retary of State has determined has repeat-
edly provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism for purposes of—

‘“‘(aa) section 1754(c)(1)(A)({H) of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (60 U.S.C.
4813(c)(1)(A)(1));

‘““(bb) section 620A of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

‘“(cec) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or

“(dd) any other provision of law;

‘“(IIT) any activity engaged in by any indi-
vidual or entity included on the list of spe-
cially designated nationals and blocked per-
sons maintained by the Office of Foreign As-
sets Control of the Department of the Treas-
ury; or

‘(IV) any other illicit financial conduct di-
rectly or indirectly supporting a
transnational criminal organization,
transnational drug trafficking organization,
or transnational money laundering organiza-
tion;

‘‘(ii) the covered entity limits access to
and use of the beneficial ownership informa-
tion to permitted personnel of the covered
entity in connection with, or to support,
screening services; and

‘“(iii) the use, disclosure, and retention of
the beneficial ownership information is
strictly limited to a permitted purpose.

¢“(C) DURATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—AnN access license issued
under this subsection shall expire on the
date that is 2 years after the date on which
the license is issued.

‘‘(ii) RENEWAL.—An expired access license
may be renewed for 2-year periods in accord-
ance with the process established under this
paragraph.

“(3) REGULATIONS.—The Director shall pro-
mulgate regulations governing the use, dis-
closure, and retention of the beneficial own-
ership information accessed pursuant to an
access license issued under this subsection.”.

SA 5870. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III add the
following:

SEC. 358. ADVANCED NOTIFICATION TO CON-
GRESS ON USE OF PROPRIETARY LA-
BELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the De-
fense Logistics Agency shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a notifica-
tion—

(1) before procuring a new item with a na-
tional stock number having an original list-
ing as proprietary, which shall include—

(A) a justification as to why the labeling of
the item as proprietary is warranted; and

(B) the price point for the item and a com-
parison to a similar item that is not propri-
etary; and

(2) before a national stock number has its
characteristics data updated to proprietary,
which shall include—

(A) a justification as to why such update is
warranted;

(B) the price point for the item and a com-
parison to a similar item that is not propri-
etary; and

(C) the change in cost per unit for procure-
ment of the proprietary item.
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(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently
than annually, the Director shall submit to
Congress a report on the year over year use
of proprietary labels by the Department of
Defense and the associated price increases
for use of such labels.

SA 5871. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 320C. TREATMENT OF AIR FORCE MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION AND LAND ACQUISI-

TION FUNCTIONS UNDER SENTINEL
PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORITY RELATING TO ENVIRON-
MENTAL REVIEW.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, military construction and
land acquisition functions of the Department
of the Air Force for projects related to the
Sentinel intercontinental ballistic missile
program (previously referred to as the
‘“‘ground-based strategic weapon program’’)
shall not be considered to be a major Federal
action under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) or
an undertaking for the purposes of division A
of subtitle III of title 54, United States Code,
if the activity—

(1) occurs on previously developed land;
and

(2) does not substantially alter land use.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed as altering
whether an activity described in subsection
(a) is considered to be a major Federal action
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) or an un-
dertaking under division A of subtitle III of
title 54, United States Code, for a reason
other than military construction or land ac-
quisition by the Department of the Air
Force.

SA 5872. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title VII, insert
the following:

SEC. ESTABLISHMENT OF ANTIVENOM
BANK.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Commanding
General of the Medical Research and Devel-
opment Command of the Army shall estab-
lish and maintain an antivenom bank.

SA 5873. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1271. TERMINATION OF APPLICATION OF

TITLE IV OF THE TRADE ACT OF 1974

TO PRODUCTS OF CERTAIN COUN-

TRIES.
(a) PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATIONS AND EX-
TENSION OF NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-

MENT.—Notwithstanding any provision of
title IV of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2431 et seq.), the President may—

(1) determine that such title should no
longer apply to a covered country; and

(2) after making a determination under
paragraph (1) with respect to a covered coun-
try, proclaim the extension of nondiscrim-
inatory treatment (normal trade relations
treatment) to the products of the covered
country.

(b) TERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY OF TITLE
IV.—On and after the effective date under
subsection (a)(2) of the extension of non-
discriminatory treatment to the products of
a covered country, title IV of the Trade Act
of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2431 et seq.) shall cease to
apply to the covered country.

(c) COVERED COUNTRY DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered country’ means
any country excluding Belarus, Cuba, and
North Korea.

SA 5874. Mr. McCCORMICK (for him-
self and Ms. ROSEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS GRANT PROGRAM FOR SUP-
PLEMENTAL
NEUROREHABILITATION AP-
PROACHES TO CHRONIC MILD TRAU-
MATIC BRAIN INJURY TREATMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (in this section referred to as
the ‘““‘Secretary’’) shall establish a grant pro-
gram (to be known as the ‘“TBI Innovation
Grant Program’’) to award grants to eligible
entities for the development, implementa-
tion, and evaluation of approaches and meth-
odologies for prospective randomized control
trials for neurorehabilitation treatments for
chronic mild traumatic brain injury (in this
section referred to as “mTBI”) in veterans.

(b) DURATION.—The authority of the Sec-
retary to carry out the grant program under
this section shall terminate at the end of the
three-year period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) USE oF FUNDS.—An eligible entity in re-
ceipt of a grant under this section shall use
amounts awarded under such grant to sup-
port activities that include—

(1) designing and testing novel or integra-
tive treatments for mTBI that prioritize pa-
tient-centered care, including non-pharma-
cological therapies;

(2) conducting clinical studies and assess-
ments to measure the effectiveness of ap-
proaches—

(A) to improve mental health outcomes
among veterans;

(B) to reduce suicidality and common risk
factors for completing suicide among vet-
erans, including depression and substance
use disorders; and

(C) to mitigate long-term effects of mTBI;

(3) providing training for clinicians and
outreach to veterans and their families to
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improve awareness and accessibility of inno-
vative mTBI treatments; and

(4) establishing partnerships with commu-
nity organizations, academic institutions,
and health care facilities of the Department
of Veterans Affairs (in this section referred
to as the ‘“‘Department’) to implement and
evaluate best practices.

(d) LIMITATION ON GRANT AMOUNT.—The
Secretary may not award an eligible entity a
grant under this section in an amount that
exceeds $5,000,000 per fiscal year.

(e) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Secretary shall give pri-
ority to eligible entities that the Secretary
determines have demonstrated experience in
delivering or researching effective treat-
ments for mTBI.

(f) PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) APPLICATIONS.—An eligible entity desir-
ing a grant under this section shall submit
to the Secretary an application therefor in
such form, at such time, and containing such
information and assurances as the Secretary
determines appropriate, including a detailed
description of—

(A) proposed activities;

(B) expected outcomes; and

(C) plans for evaluating effectiveness.

(2) PERIODIC REPORTS.—An eligible entity
in receipt of a grant under this section shall,
not less frequently than annually, submit to
the Secretary a report that includes, with re-
spect to the period covered by the report—

(A) a description of how the eligible entity
used amounts provided under such grant;

(B) a summary of the progress of activities
funded with such amounts; and

(C) measured outcomes relating to such ac-
tivities.

(3) OVERSIGHT; ANNUAL EVALUATIONS.—The
Secretary shall—

(A) ensure rigorous oversight with respect
to the grant program under this section; and

(B) on an annual basis during the period in
which the authority to carry out the grant
program is effective, evaluate the efficacy of
activities funded with amounts provided
under a grant awarded under such grant pro-
gram.

(g) COORDINATION WITH MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.—The Secretary shall ensure that the
grant program under this section aligns with
the Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon Fox Sui-
cide Prevention Grant Program of the De-
partment under section 201 of the Com-
mander John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental
Health Care Improvement Act of 2019 (Public
Law 116-171; 38 U.S.C. 1720F note)—

(1) to provide for cohesive and comprehen-
sive support for veterans with mTBI and as-
sociated mental health conditions; and

(2) to increase research and development
on integrated mTBI and mental health inter-
ventions outside of the scope of traditional
pathways, interventions, programs, proce-
dures, and pharmaceuticals of the Depart-
ment.

(h) ANNUAL REVIEW.—Not less frequently
than annually during the duration of the
grant program under this section, the Sec-
retary shall review the effectiveness of such
program to determine the potential of such
program for continuation or expansion.

(1) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
two years after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and not less frequently than annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report that includes—

(1) the findings of the activities reported
under subsection (f)(2); and

(2) the recommendations of the Secretary
with respect to policy and programmatic im-
provements to services of the Department to
treat traumatic brain injuries among vet-
erans.

(j) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
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the Secretary shall prescribe regulations to
carry out this section.

(k) FUNDING.—

(1) AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—The Secretary
may carry out the grant program under this
section using amounts available to the Sec-
retary for general mental health care pro-
grams.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary $30,000,000 for fiscal years 2027
through 2029 to carry out the grant program
under this section, which shall remain avail-
able until expended.

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’” means any of the following:

(A) A nonprofit organization.

(B) An academic institution engaged in re-
search with respect to traumatic brain in-
jury.

(C) A non-Department health care provider
with expertise in neurorehabilitative thera-
pies.

(D) An entity the Secretary determines ap-
propriate for an award of a grant under this
section.

(2) TREATMENT.—The term ‘‘treatment”,
with respect to traumatic brain injury,
means clinical interventions, therapeutic de-
vices, or rehabilitation care provided di-
rectly to a veteran with traumatic brain in-
jury.

(3) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

SA 5875. Mr. MCCORMICK (for him-
self and Mr. HICKENLOOPER) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 10 . NATIONAL COMMISSION ON ROBOT-
ICS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall establish an independent
commission to be known as the ‘‘Commission
on American Leadership in Robotics” (in
this section referred to as the ‘“‘Commis-
sion”).

(2) PURPOSE.—The Commission shall—

(A) examine robotics as it pertains to
interstate and foreign commerce, economic
competitiveness, and national security; and

(B) make recommendations relating there-
to to the appropriate congressional commit-
tees.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of 18 members ap-
pointed as follows:

(A) Three members appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(B) Three members appointed by the Mi-
nority Leader of the House of Representa-
tives.

(C) Three members appointed by the Ma-
jority Leader of the Senate.

(D) Three members appointed by the Mi-
nority Leader of the Senate.

(E) Six members appointed by the Presi-
dent of the United States.

(2) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—Members
shall be appointed to the Commission by not
later than 45 days after the date on which
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the Commission is established under sub-
section (a).

(3) EFFECT OF LACK OF APPOINTMENT BY AP-
POINTMENT DATE.—If one or more appoint-
ments under paragraph (1) are not made by
the appointment date specified in paragraph
(2), the authority to make such appointment
or appointments shall expire, and the num-
ber of members of the Commission shall be
reduced to the number of appointments made
to the Commission as of that date.

(4) QUALIFICATIONS.—Members of the Com-
mission shall be individuals who are recog-
nized experts and have appropriate profes-
sional experience in matters relating to any
of the following:

(A) Robotics.

(B) Applications, or potential applications,
of robotics by the private sector or public
sector.

(C) Impacts of robotics on economic com-
petitiveness, including economics, inter-
national trade, or supply chain analysis.

(¢) CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—

(1) CHAIR.—The Majority Leader of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall jointly designate one
member of the Commission to serve as Chair
of the Commission.

(2) VICE CHAIR.—The Minority Leader of
the Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives shall jointly des-
ignate one member of the Commission to
serve as Vice Chair of the Commission.

(d) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT AND VACAN-
CIES.—

(1) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members
shall be appointed for the life of the Commis-
sion.

(2) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall not affect its powers and shall be
filled in the same manner as the original ap-
pointment was made.

(e) SCOPE AND DUTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
carry out a review of advances in robotics.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out the
review under paragraph (1), the Commission
shall consider the methods, means, and poli-
cies necessary to advance the development of
robotics by the United States to comprehen-
sively address the economic competitiveness
and national security needs of the United
States.

(3) SCOPE OF THE REVIEW.—In conducting
the review under paragraph (1), the Commis-
sion shall consider the following:

(A) The competitiveness of the United
States in robotics, including matters related
to the domestic marketplace for robotics and
private sector and public sector applications
of robotics in the United States.

(B) Means and methods for the United
States to assert and maintain a techno-
logical advantage in robotics, specifically in
the deployment of robotics in industrial, re-
tail, and commercial sectors in the United
States.

(C) International developments and trends,
including foreign actions and policies to ad-
vance robotics.

(D) Means by which to foster greater em-
phasis and investments in robotics to stimu-
late strategic partnerships in robotics with
industry, the public, and academic institu-
tions, to the extent that such efforts have
material application related to economic
competitiveness and manufacturing.

(E) Workforce incentives and programs to
attract and recruit leading talent in robot-
ics, including in associated science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics fields,
to the extent that such efforts relate to eco-
nomic competitiveness in robotics.

(F) The global and domestic supply chain
for robotics, including any supply chain
risks or dependencies, and policies to in-

S2965

crease the manufacturing of robotics in the
United States.

(G) Any other matters the Commission de-
termines appropriate related to robotics.

(f) COMMISSION REPORT AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—

(1) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date on which the Commission
is established under subsection (a), the Com-
mission shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees and the President an
interim report on the status of the review by
the Commission under subsection (e), includ-
ing a discussion of any interim recommenda-
tions.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than two
years after the date on which the Commis-
sion is established under subsection (a), the
Commission shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees and the President
a final report on the findings of the Commis-
sion and such recommendations as the Com-
mission may have for action by Congress and
the Federal Government.

(g) GOVERNMENT COOPERATION.—

(1) COOPERATION.—In carrying out its du-
ties under this section, the Commission shall
receive the full and timely cooperation of
the Secretary and the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies in
providing the Commission with analysis,
briefings, and other information necessary
for the fulfillment of such duties.

(2) L1AISON.—The Secretary shall designate
at least one officer or employee of the De-
partment to serve as a liaison officer be-
tween the Secretary and the Commission.

(3) DETAILEES AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
and the heads of other relevant Federal de-
partments and agencies may provide, and the
Commission may accept and employ, per-
sonnel detailed from the Department and
such other Federal departments and agen-
cies, as the case may be, without reimburse-
ment.

(4) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN SERVICES.—

(A) INDEPENDENT, NONGOVERNMENTAL INSTI-
TUTE.—Not later than 45 days after the date
on which the Commission is established
under subsection (a), the Secretary may
make available to the Commission the serv-
ices of an independent, nongovernmental in-
stitute described in section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and exempt
from tax under section 501(a) of such Code,
that has recognized credentials and expertise
in economic competitiveness and technology
in order to facilitate the discharge of the du-
ties of the Commission under this section.

(B) FEDERALLY FUNDED RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT CENTER.—On request of the Com-
mission, the Secretary shall make available
to the Commission the services of a federally
funded research and development center that
is covered by a sponsoring agreement of the
Department in order to enhance the efforts
of the Commission to discharge its duties
under this section.

(56) OTHER SERVICES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may pro-
vide to the Commission, on a nonreimburs-
able basis, such administrative services,
funds, staff, facilities, and other support
services as are necessary for the discharge of
the duties of the Commission under this sec-
tion.

(B) OTHER AGENCIES.—In addition to any
support provided under subparagraph (A),
the heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies may provide to the Com-
mission such services, funds, facilities, staff,
and other support as such heads determine
advisable and as may be authorized by law.

(h) STAFF.—

(1) STATUS AS FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—Not-
withstanding the requirements of section
2105 of title 5, United States Code, including
the required supervision under subsection
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(a)(3) of such section, a member of the Com-
mission shall be considered to be a Federal
employee.

(2) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Commission
shall appoint and fix the rate of basic pay for
an Executive Director in accordance with
section 3161(d) of title 5, United States Code.

(3) PAY.—The Executive Director, with the
approval of the Commission, may appoint
and fix the rate of basic pay for additional
personnel as staff of the Commission in ac-
cordance with section 3161(d) of title 5,
United States Code.

(i) PERSONAL SERVICES.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO PROCURE.—The Commis-
sion may—

(A) procure the services of experts or con-
sultants (or of organizations of experts or
consultants) in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 3109 of title 5, United States
Code; and

(B) pay in connection with such services
travel expenses of individuals, including
transportation and per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, while such individuals are traveling
from their homes or places of business to
duty stations.

(2) MAXIMUM DAILY PAY RATES.—The daily
rate paid an expert or consultant procured
pursuant to paragraph (1) may not exceed
the daily rate paid a person occupying a po-
sition at level IV of the Executive Schedule
under section 5315 of title 5, United States
Code.

(j) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may ac-
cept, use, and dispose of gifts or donations of
services, goods, and property from non-Fed-
eral entities for the purposes of aiding and
facilitating the work of the Commission.

(2) EXCLUSION OF MONEY.—The authority
under paragraph (1) does not extend to gifts
of money.

(3) DOCUMENTATION AND CONFLICTS.—Gifts
accepted under the authority under para-
graph (1) shall be documented, and conflicts
of interest or the appearance of conflicts of
interest shall be avoided.

(4) APPLICATION OF RULES.—Subject to the
authority in this section, members of the
Commission shall otherwise comply with
rules set forth by the Select Committee on
Ethics of the Senate and the Committee on
Ethics of the House of Representatives gov-
erning employees of the Senate and the
House of Representatives, respectively.

(k) LEGISLATIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—
The Commission shall operate as a legisla-
tive advisory committee.

(1) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—The Commis-
sion may acquire such administrative sup-
plies and equipment as necessary for Com-
mission use to the extent funds are avail-
able.

(m) USE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INFOR-
MATION.—The Commission may secure di-
rectly from any Federal department or agen-
cy such information as the Commission con-
siders necessary to discharge its duties.
Upon such request of the Chair of the Com-
mission, the head of such Federal depart-
ment or agency shall furnish such informa-
tion to the Commission.

(n) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission
may use the United States mail in the same
manner and under the same conditions as
Federal departments and agencies.

(0) SPACE FOR USE OF COMMISSION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the Commission is
established under subsection (a), the Admin-
istrator of General Services, in consultation
with the Commission, shall identify and
make available suitable excess space within
the Federal space inventory to house the op-
erations of the Commission.

(2) LEASE.—If the Administrator is not able
to make suitable excess space available
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within the 30-day period under paragraph (1),
the Commission may lease space to the ex-
tent funds are available.

(p) REMOVAL OF MEMBERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A member may be re-
moved from the Commission for cause by the
individual serving in the position responsible
for the original appointment of such member
under subsection (b)(1), if notice has first
been provided to such member of the cause
for such removal and such removal is voted
and agreed upon by % of the members serv-
ing.

(2) VACANCY.—A vacancy created by re-
moval under paragraph (1) shall not affect
the powers of the Commission, and shall be
filled in the same manner as the original ap-
pointment was made.

(q) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall
terminate 18 months after the date on which
the Commission submits the final report re-
quired under subsection (£)(2).

(r) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives.

(2) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Commerce.

(3) RoBOTICS.—The term ‘‘robotics”
cludes each of the following:

(A) Programmable multifunctional me-
chanical devices designed to move material,
parts, tools, or specialized devices through
variable programmed motions to perform a
variety of tasks.

(B) Programmed actuated mechanisms
with a degree of autonomy to perform loco-
motion, manipulation, or positioning.

(C) Automatically controlled, reprogram-
mable, multipurpose manipulators, program-
mable in three or more axes, which can be ei-
ther fixed in place or fixed to a mobile plat-
form for use in automation applications in
an industrial environment.

(D) Machines that—

(i) can sense their environment;

(ii) have the capacity to process the infor-
mation they sense; and

(iii) are organized to act directly upon
their environment.

(E) Mechanical devices that are capable of
locomotion, navigation, or movement on the
ground, and operate at a distance from one
or more operators or supervisors based on
commands or in response to sensor data, or
through any combination thereof, and that

in-

may also be referred to as ‘‘unmanned
ground vehicle systems’’.
(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’

means the Secretary of Commerce.

SA 5876. Mr. MCCORMICK (for him-
self and Ms. ROSEN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

Subtitle = —Unmanned System Command
and Control Integration Assessment
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the “Un-
manned System Command and Control Inte-
gration Assessment Act of 2026°".
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2. ASSESSMENT OF UNMANNED SYSTEM
COMMAND AND CONTROL FRAME-
WORKS.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall, in coordination
with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, the Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering, the
Chief Information Officer, Joint Interagency
Task Force 401, the Director of the Defense
Information Systems Agency, the Com-
mander of Joint Interoperability Test Com-
mand, and the Secretaries of the military de-
partments, commence a comprehensive as-
sessment of open-architecture, unmanned
system command and control frameworks
with demonstrated operational effectiveness.

(b) SCOPE OF ALLIED AND PARTNER SYSTEM
REVIEW.—The assessment commenced under
subsection (a) shall review each of the fol-
lowing allied and partner country unmanned
systems command and control frameworks
and may include such additional frameworks
as the Secretary determines appropriate:

(1) Ukraine’s Delta battlefield manage-
ment and unmanned aircraft systems coordi-
nation system, including an analysis of its
technical architecture, its operational effec-
tiveness in contested environments, the
interoperability and integration lessons
learned from its deployment that are appli-
cable to United States Armed Forces un-
manned aircraft systems command and con-
trol operations, and its cybersecurity resil-
ience under active electronic warfare and
cyber attack.

(2) Israel’s Multiple Drone Operating Sys-
tem, including an analysis of its technical
architecture, its demonstrated operational
effectiveness in managing simultaneous ci-
vilian, commercial, and military unmanned
aircraft systems operations, the interoper-
ability and integration lessons learned from
its deployment that are applicable to United
States Armed Forces unmanned aircraft sys-
tems command and control operations, and
its cybersecurity and emergency
prioritization mechanisms.

(c) ELEMENTS OF ASSESSMENT.—The assess-
ment commenced under subsection (a) shall
address, at a minimum, each of the following
elements:

(1) Architectural analysis, including—

(A) a comparative analysis of the technical
architectures of the unmanned systems com-
mand and control frameworks reviewed, in-
cluding data formats, communication proto-
cols, interface standards, and software de-
sign approaches;

(B) an evaluation of the degree to which
each framework employs open-architecture
and modular open-systems architecture prin-
ciples; and

(C) an identification of the architectural
characteristics most associated with oper-
ational effectiveness, adaptability, and resil-
ience in contested environments.

(2) Unmanned systems tier compatibility,
including—

(A) an evaluation of each framework’s ca-
pacity to manage all unmanned systems
within a single integrated command and con-
trol environment;

(B) an identification of the technical and
doctrinal barriers to command and control
interoperability across unmanned systems s
within a single framework; and

(C) a recommendation for the minimum ca-
pability requirements a Department un-
manned systems command and control
framework must meet to support effective
employment of unmanned systems across all
in a joint operational environment.

(3) Interoperability with existing Depart-
ment systems, including—

(A) a detailed assessment of the compat-
ibility and interoperability requirements for

SEC.
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integrating an open-architecture unmanned
system command and control framework
with current and future Department com-
mand and control modernization, as des-
ignated by the Secretary at the time of the
assessment;

(B) an identification of the interface stand-
ards, data translation requirements, and
technical integration pathways that would
be necessary to achieve such interoper-
ability; and

(C) an assessment of the risks associated
with integration, including cybersecurity
risks arising from connecting an open-archi-
tecture system to existing classified net-
works.

(4) Cybersecurity and future-proofing, in-
cluding—

(A) an assessment of the cybersecurity pos-
ture of each framework reviewed, including
its resilience to electronic warfare, Global
Positioning System denial, communications
jamming, and software-based cyber attack in
active contested environments;

(B) a recommendation for a cybersecurity
standards framework or updates to the Risk
Management Framework of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology applica-
ble to a Department unmanned system com-
mand and control system that—

(i) is based on the Cybersecurity Frame-
work 2.0, published by the National Institute
of Standards and Technology, and applicable
special publications of the Institute, and is
designed to incorporate updated guidance
from the Institute without requiring legisla-
tive action;

(ii) incorporates a comprehensive supply
chain risk management strategy;

(iii) implements robust data-centric secu-
rity controls, including end-to-end data
encryption, data tagging for automated pol-
icy enforcement, and accredited cross-do-
main solutions to prevent compromise be-
tween classification levels and to enable se-
cure data interoperability with mission part-
ners;

(iv) establishes vulnerability disclosure
and patch management standards enabling
timely response to newly identified threats
without requiring system-wide redesign; and

(v) specifies a recurring review cycle of not
less than once every 18 months to update cy-
bersecurity standards as the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology and other
relevant standards bodies publish new guid-
ance, without requiring legislative action;
and

(vi) mandates alignment with Zero Trust
Architecture (ZTA), ensuring all data, appli-
cations, assets, and services are managed
with the assumption that the network is al-
ready compromised;

(C) an assessment of how the architecture
of the framework can accommodate future
unmanned systems technologies, including
autonomous systems, artificial intelligence-
enabled targeting and deconfliction, swarm-
ing capabilities, and beyond-visual-line-of-
sight operations, without requiring full sys-
tem replacement; and

(D) a recommended technology refresh
cycle and associated governance process for
keeping a Department unmanned system
command and control framework current
with advancing technology and evolving
threats.

(5) Tactical adaptability and field-level
flexibility, including—

(A) an assessment of the mechanisms with-
in each framework reviewed that enable tac-
tical-level operators and commanders to
modify, adapt, or extend command and con-
trol functionality without depending on cen-
tralized software updates or acquisition
processes, drawing on documented examples
from the conflict in Ukraine where un-
manned aircraft systems tactics evolved
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within weeks in response to adversary coun-
termeasures;

(B) a recommended design approach for a
Department framework that preserves appro-
priate security and safety controls while en-
abling tactical-level customization, includ-
ing through the use of application program-
ming interfaces, modular software compo-
nents, and operator-accessible configuration
tools; and

(C) an assessment of the doctrinal, train-
ing, and organizational changes required to
enable and sustain field-level innovation
within a structured command and control ar-
chitecture.

(6) Classification and technology transfer,
including—

(A) an assessment of the classification im-
plications of a Department unmanned sys-
tem command and control framework, in-
cluding recommendations for which compo-
nents may operate at unclassified levels to
maximize interoperability with allied and
commercial systems, and which must be
classified;

(B) an assessment of the technology trans-
fer and foreign military sales implications of
the frameworks reviewed, including intellec-
tual property and national security consider-
ations associated with adopting or adapting
systems developed by or with foreign part-
ners; and

(C) recommendations for information-shar-
ing arrangements with other United States
Government organizations, allies, and part-
ner nations that would facilitate ongoing ex-
change of unmanned systems command and
control lessons learned and technical stand-
ards.

(7) Implementation roadmap, including—

(A) a recommended phased implementation
approach for developing and fielding a De-
partment unmanned system command and
control framework, including recommended
near-term pilot programs or exercises that
could demonstrate technical feasibility and
operational utility;

(B) an estimate of the resources, including
funding, personnel, and acquisition authori-
ties, required to develop and field the rec-
ommended framework; and

(C) an identification of existing Depart-
ment programs, platforms, and acquisition
vehicles that could serve as the basis for or
be accelerated by an unmanned system com-
mand and control capability.

SEC. 3. INDEPENDENT ADVISORY PANEL.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall establish an independent
advisory panel (in this section referred to as
the ‘‘Panel”’) to provide independent review
and technical guidance to the assessment re-
quired under section 2.

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Panel shall consist
of not fewer than 10 and not more than 15
members appointed by the Secretary, includ-
ing—

(1) not fewer than two individuals who
have direct operational experience in un-
manned aircraft systems employment in a
joint or combined military environment;

(2) not fewer than two individuals who
have technical expertise in open-architec-
ture software systems, modular systems de-
sign, or command and control software ar-
chitecture;

(3) not fewer than two individuals who
have expertise in cybersecurity, including
experience with operational technology cy-
bersecurity in contested environments;

(4) at least three individuals who have ex-
pertise in unmanned aircraft systems com-
mand and control operations, doctrine, or
command and control from an allied or part-
ner country with significant unmanned air-
craft systems operational experience, ap-
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pointed in coordination with relevant allied
or partner country authorities;

(5) at least one individual with experience
in unmanned aircraft system (UAS) traffic
management in the National Airspace Sys-
tem; and

(6) such additional members as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate, which may
include representatives from the defense in-
dustrial base, federally funded research and
development centers, academic institutions
with relevant expertise, and the Department
of Defense test and evaluation community to
ensure early consideration to interoper-
ability, testability, and certification require-
ments.

(¢) LIMIT ON ACTIVE GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
EES.—Not more than two-thirds of the mem-
bers of the Panel may be a full-time officer
or employee of the United States Govern-
ment.

(d) DuTIES.—The Panel shall provide writ-
ten assessments and recommendations on
each element of the assessment described in
section _ 2(c) and shall have the oppor-
tunity to review and comment on draft find-
ings before finalization.

(e) TERMINATION.—The Panel shall termi-
nate on the date that is 90 days after the
date of the submittal of the final report re-
quired under section ___ 4(b).

(f) COMPENSATION.—Members of the Panel
who are not full-time officers or employees
of the United States Government shall be
compensated at a daily rate equal to the
daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay for level IV of the Executive Schedule
under section 5315 of title 5, United States
Code, for each day they are engaged in the
performance of Panel duties and shall be al-
lowed travel expenses as authorized under
section 5703 of title 5, United States Code.
SEC. 4. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(a) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees an interim re-
port on the status of the assessment required
under section 2, which shall include—

(1) an identification of any additional al-
lied and partner country frameworks se-
lected for review and analysis beyond those
specified in section _ 2(b);

(2) a summary of findings from the archi-
tectural analysis required under section
20D

(3) a preliminary assessment of interoper-
ability requirements under section
_2(c)(¥); and

(4) any significant findings or challenges
identified to date.

(b) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to the congres-
sional defense committees a final report con-
taining the complete findings and rec-
ommendations of the Secretary with respect
to the assessment required under section
2. The final report shall include—

(1) a determination as to whether the de-
velopment of a Department unmanned sys-
tem command and control framework based
on open-architecture principles is feasible,
operationally necessary, and cost-effective;

(2) if the determination under paragraph
(1) is affirmative, a recommended framework
architecture, phased implementation road-
map, and legislative or regulatory actions
required to proceed;

(3) if the determination under paragraph
(1) is negative or qualified, a description of
the specific barriers identified and rec-
ommendations for addressing them; and

(4) a classified annex, as appropriate, con-
taining any elements that the Secretary de-
termines must be protected from public dis-
closure for national security reasons.
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(c) ForRM.—Reports required under this sec-
tion shall be submitted in unclassified form,
but may include a classified annex. Unclassi-
fied portions shall be made publicly avail-
able on the Department public website not
later than 30 days after submission.

(d) ANNUAL UPDATE.—For a period of five
years following submission of the final re-
port under subsection (b), the Secretary
shall submit to the congressional defense
committees, as part of the annual budget
justification materials submitted to Con-
gress in support of the budget of the Depart-
ment (as submitted with the budget of the
President under section 1105(a) of title 31,
United States Code), an update describing—

(1) actions taken by the Department in re-
sponse to the recommendations of the Sec-
retary contained in the final report;

(2) material changes in allied or partner
country unmanned systems command and
control frameworks or practices relevant to
the assessment’s conclusions;

(3) emerging unmanned systems tech-
nologies or cybersecurity threats that would
materially affect the recommended frame-
work architecture; and

(4) the status of any pilot programs, exer-
cises, or acquisition activities initiated pur-
suant to the recommendations of the Sec-
retary contained in the final report.

SEC. 5. CYBERSECURITY STANDARDS FOR
ANY RECOMMENDED FRAMEWORK.
(a) REQUIREMENTS.—Any unmanned system

command and control framework rec-
ommended in the final report required under
section 4(b), and any system developed or

procured pursuant to such a recommenda-
tion, shall—

(1) employ a modular open systems archi-
tecture that permits individual software and
hardware components to be updated, re-
placed, or patched in response to identified
cybersecurity vulnerabilities without requir-
ing redesign of the system as a whole;

(2) apply a supply chain risk management
framework throughout the asset’s and com-
ponent’s lifecycles;

(3) comply with the most current version
of the Cybersecurity Framework 2.0 pub-
lished by the National Institute of Standards
and Technology and applicable special publi-
cations of the Institute, as updated from
time to time, without requiring amendment
of this Act to conform to new guidance;

(4) include a documented vulnerability dis-
closure policy and a process for receiving,
triaging, and patching reported
vulnerabilities within defined response time
standards established by the Secretary; and

(5) undergo penetration testing by a Na-
tional Security Agency-certified red team
not less frequently than once every two
years following initial fielding, with findings
reported to the Principal Cyber Advisor and,
in summary form, to the congressional de-
fense committees.

(b) EXCLUSION OF COVERED FOREIGN ENTI-
TIES.—No software, hardware, or service pro-
duced, provided, or operated by an entity on
the Federal Communications Commission
Covered List established under section 2 of
the Secure and Trusted Communications
Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 1601), or on
the Department of Defense Covered Foreign
Entity list maintained pursuant to section
4872 of title 10, United States Code, may be
incorporated into any unmanned system
command and control framework developed,
procured, or fielded pursuant to this Act.

(¢) LIVING STANDARDS PROCESS.—The Sec-
retary shall, in coordination with the Direc-
tor of the National Security Agency, the Di-
rector of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency, and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department, establish
a process for reviewing and updating the cy-
bersecurity standards applicable to a frame-
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work developed pursuant to this Act on a re-
curring basis of not less than once every 18
months, to ensure such standards remain
current with the evolving threat environ-
ment and applicable Federal standards with-
out requiring legislative action.

SEC. 6. COORDINATION WITH EXISTING DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROGRAMS.
(a) REQUIRED COORDINATION.—In con-

ducting the assessment required under sec-
tion _ 2, the Secretary shall ensure that
the unmanned system command and control
framework under consideration is assessed
for compatibility with all current Depart-
ment command and control modernization
programs of record, as designated by the Sec-
retary at the time of the assessment. The
Secretary shall update this assessment as
the portfolio of such programs evolves, en-
suring that recommendations remain cur-
rent with the Department’s command and
control modernization activities regardless
of changes in program names, structures, or

priorities.
(b) AVOIDANCE OF DUPLICATION.—In devel-
oping recommendations under section 2,

the Secretary shall assess whether existing
programs of record identified under sub-
section (a) can be extended or adapted to
provide the unmanned system command and
control capability described in this Act with-
out developing a wholly new system and
shall include in the final report a determina-
tion as to whether such extension or adapta-
tion is technically feasible and operationally
preferable.

(c) DOMESTIC UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS
INDUSTRIAL BASE COMPATIBILITY.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the assessment and
any recommended framework account for
the domestic small unmanned aircraft sys-
tems industrial base remediation efforts un-
dertaken pursuant to section 914 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2026 (10 U.S.C. 4811 note), including en-
suring that unmanned aircraft systems plat-
forms produced through those programs are
compatible with any recommended command
and control framework.

SEC. 7. SHARING OF FINDINGS WITH THE
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) TRANSMISSION OF FINDINGS.—Not later
than the date that is 30 days after the date
of the submittal of the final report under
section  4(b), the Secretary shall transmit
to the Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration an unclassified summary of
the findings and recommendations included
in the report, with particular attention to
findings regarding—

(1) open architecture and modular design
principles applicable to unmanned system
command and control systems;

(2) cybersecurity standards and frame-
works evaluated or recommended for Depart-
ment unmanned aircraft systems command
and control systems that may have applica-
bility to civil unmanned aircraft systems
traffic management infrastructure;

(3) technical standards and interface speci-
fications that could support interoperability
between military and civil unmanned air-
craft systems operations in shared airspace;
and

(4) lessons learned from systems of allied
and partner countries of the United States,
regarding the integration of military, com-
mercial, and civil unmanned aircraft sys-
tems operations within a unified airspace
management framework.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of subsection
(a) is to inform any Federal Aviation Admin-
istration planning, rulemaking, or feasi-
bility assessment related to civil unmanned
aircraft system traffic management, beyond
visual line of sight operations, or national
airspace integration, including any activi-
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ties undertaken pursuant to a feasibility as-
sessment directed by Congress regarding a
national unmanned aircraft systems traffic
management system. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to require the Secretary
to disclose any classified information to the
Administrator.

(c) FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION RE-
SPONSE.—Not later than the date that is 180
days after the date on which the Adminis-
trator receives the summary transmitted
under subsection (a), the Administrator shall
submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees, the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a
written assessment of the relevance of such
findings to Federal Aviation Administration
civil unmanned aircraft systems airspace in-
tegration activities and any actions the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration intends to take
in response.

SEC. 8. FUNDING.

Amounts obligated or expended by the Sec-
retary to carry out this subtitle shall be de-
rived from amounts appropriated to the De-
partment for research, development, test,
and evaluation.

SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) COMMAND AND CONTROL FRAMEWORK.—
The term ‘‘command and control frame-
work’ means the software architecture,
communications protocols, data standards,
interface specifications, and associated hard-
ware that together enable an operator or
commander to task, direct, monitor, and re-
ceive data from one or more unmanned air-
craft systems.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.—
The term ‘‘congressional defense commit-
tees” has the meaning given that term in
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘“‘Department’
means the Department of Defense.

(4) MODULAR OPEN SYSTEMS ARCHITEC-
TURE.—The term ‘‘modular open systems ar-
chitecture” has the meaning given to that
term in section 4401(c) of title 10, United
States Code, and means a design approach in
which key interfaces are defined by widely
supported and consensus-based standards,
enabling components to be added, modified,
replaced, or removed with minimal impact
to the remainder of the system.

(5) OPEN ARCHITECTURE.—The term ‘‘open
architecture” means a system design based
on published, consensus-developed interface
standards that permit systems from multiple
vendors to interoperate, and that permits
components to be updated, replaced, or added
without redesign of the system as a whole.

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Defense, unless oth-
erwise specified.

SA 5877. Mr. MCCORMICK (for him-
self and Mr. KELLY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle B of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. . PRIORITIZATION AND BRIEFING ON

READY RESERVE FORCE MOD-
ERNIZATION.

(a) PRIORITIZATION OF DESIGN REQUIRE-
MENTS.—The Secretary of the Navy and the
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Secretary of Transportation shall prioritize
the finalization of design requirements for
new Ready Reserve Force vessels.

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of the Navy, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Transportation,
shall provide a briefing to the appropriate
congressional committees on the following:

(1) The status of the sealift vessel design
being developed pursuant to section 3546 of
the James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (46
U.S.C. 57100 note).

(2) The plan and timeline for establishing a
vessel construction manager program for
Ready Reserve Force new construction, in-
cluding—

(A) the anticipated procurement strategy;

(B) the vessel construction manager selec-
tion process; and

(C) criteria for shipyard selection.

(3) The funding profile required to execute
the 10-ship newbuild program authorized
under section 2218(f) of title 10, United States
Code, phased by fiscal year.

(4) The relationship between the newbuild
program and the ongoing used vessel pro-
curement program, including how those pro-
grams will be managed in parallel to main-
tain Ready Reserve Force readiness during
the transition period.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives.

(2) READY RESERVE FORCE.—The term
“Ready Reserve Force” has the meaning
given that term in chapter 571 of title 46,
United States Code.

SA 5878. Mr. McCORMICK (for him-
self, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. COONS) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 4784, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2027 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1230. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO TRADE IN RUSSIAN ORI-
GIN PETROLEUM PRODUCTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date
that is 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the President shall impose
the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to any foreign person that the
Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, determines—

(1) is responsible for or complicit in, or has
directly or indirectly engaged or attempted
to engage in, the purchase or importation
into any country of crude oil or petroleum
products of Russian Federation origin;

(2) has knowingly facilitated financial
transactions related to an activity described
in paragraph (1);

(3) has materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided material support for any activity
described in paragraph (1) or (2) by any per-
son with respect to which sanctions have
been imposed under paragraph (1) or (2); or

(4) is or has been a chief executive officer
or member of the board of directors of any
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entity described in any of paragraphs (1)
through (3).

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the exercise
all of the powers granted to the President by
the International Emergency Economic Pow-
ers Act ( 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent
necessary to block and prohibit all trans-
actions in property and interests in property
of a foreign person if such property and in-
terests in property are in the United States,
come within the United States, or are or
come within the possession or control of a
United States person.

(¢) PERMISSIBLE EXCEPTION FRAMEWORKS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may apply
not more than 2 of the types of exceptions
described in paragraph (2) with respect to the
application of sanctions under subsection
(a).

(2) EXCEPTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(A) EXCEPTION FOR COUNTRIES THAT ISOLATE
RUSSIAN FUNDS AND REDUCE PURCHASES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The President may apply
an exception to the application of sanctions
under subsection (a) with respect to the pur-
chase or importation into a country of crude
oil or petroleum products of Russian Federa-
tion origin if the President determines
that—

(I) any funds owed by the government of
that country or persons of that country to
the Russian Federation or to the sellers of
crude oil or petroleum products of Russian
Federation origin as a result of the purchase
or importation will be—

(aa) credited to an account located in that
country; and

(bb) used only to facilitate transactions in
agricultural commodities, food, medicine, or
medical devices between the Russian Federa-
tion and the country; and

(IT) the government of the country has
committed to significantly reduce its pur-
chases of crude oil and petroleum products of
Russian Federation origin.

(ii) RENEWAL REQUIRED.—The authority to
apply the exception under clause (i) shall ex-
pire if the President does not certify, not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, and every 180 days
thereafter, that—

(I) the country has significantly reduced
its volume of purchases of crude oil and pe-
troleum products of Russian Federation ori-
gin during the preceding 180-day period; or

(IT) the price and supply of crude oil and
petroleum products produced in countries
other than the Russian Federation is not suf-
ficient to permit purchasers of crude oil and
petroleum products of Russian Federation
origin to reduce significantly in volume
their purchases from the Russian Federa-
tion.

(iii) SANCTIONS FOR MISUSE OF ACCOUNT.—
Any foreign person responsible for or
complicit in, or that has directly or indi-
rectly engaged or attempted to engage in,
transactions reliant on the funds in an ac-
count described in clause (i)(I) for any pur-
pose other than to facilitate transactions in
agricultural commodities, food, medicine, or
medical devices between the Russian Federa-
tion and the country in which the account is
located shall be subject to the sanctions de-
scribed in subsection (b).

(B) EXCEPTION FOR DEPOSITS INTO ACCOUNT
TO SUPPORT UKRAINE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The President may apply
an exception to the application of sanctions
under subsection (a) with respect to the pur-
chase or importation into a country of crude
0il or petroleum products of Russian Federa-
tion origin if a payment per barrel of such
crude oil or petroleum products has been de-
posited into an account that the President
has established for the benefit of Ukraine
(which may include an account established
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under section 104 of the Rebuilding Economic
Prosperity and Opportunity for Ukrainians
Act (division F of Public Law 118-50; 22
U.S.C. 9521 note)).

(ii) GUIDANCE.—The President may issue
guidance and develop implementation tools
that assist private sector entities in
verifying that the payments described in
clause (i) corresponding to specific purchases
have been deposited in the account described
in that clause.

(iii) USE OF FUNDS.—

(I) IN GENERAL.—The funds in an account
established as described in clause (i) shall be
available only for—

(aa) the purposes specified in section 104(f)
of the Rebuilding Economic Prosperity and
Opportunity for Ukrainians Act (division F
of Public Law 118-50; 22 U.S.C. 9521 note); and

(bb) funding the purchase by the Govern-
ment of Ukraine of defense articles for
Ukraine to employ in response to Russian
Federation aggression.

(II) TIMELY DISBURSEMENT.—A significant
proportion of funds in an account established
as described in clause (i) shall be disbursed
not less frequently than every 90 days for the
purposes described in subclause (I).

(iv) LIMITATIONS ON TRANSFERS AND EX-
PENDITURES OF FUNDS.—

(I) NOTIFICATION OF TRANSFERS.—

(aa) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall notify the appropriate congressional
committees not fewer than 15 days before
transferring any funds from an account es-
tablished as described in clause (i) to any
other account for the purposes described in
clause (iii) or otherwise expending any of
such funds for such purposes.

(bb) ELEMENTS.—A notification under item
(aa) shall specify—

(AA) the amount of funds to be transferred
or expended;

(BB) the specific purpose for which the
funds are transferred or expended; and

(CC) the recipient of those funds.

(II) CERTIFICATION OF TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY.—No funds may be trans-
ferred or otherwise expended from an ac-
count established as described in clause (i)
unless the President submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees in writing a
certification that a plan exists to ensure
transparency and accountability for all
funds transferred into and expended from
any account receiving the funds.

(III) JOINT RESOLUTION OF DISAPPROVAL.—
No funds may be transferred or expended
pursuant to this clause if, within 15 days of
receipt of the notification under subclause
(I), a joint resolution is enacted into law pro-
hibiting such transfer.

(C) EXCEPTION FOR COUNTRIES SUPPORTING
UKRAINE.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The President may apply
an exception to the application of sanctions
under subsection (a) with respect to the pur-
chase or importation into any country of
crude oil or petroleum products of Russian
Federation origin if the President deter-
mines and certifies in writing to the appro-
priate congressional committees that the
government of that country is providing sig-
nificant economic, humanitarian, or mili-
tary support to the Government of Ukraine.

(ii) RENEWAL REQUIRED.—The authority to
apply the exception under clause (i) with re-
spect to a country shall expire if the Presi-
dent does not certify, not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, that the gov-
ernment of the country is providing signifi-
cant economic, humanitarian, or military
support to the Government of Ukraine.

(D) TEMPORARY PORT-SPECIFIC EXCEP-
TIONS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this Act
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and ending on the date that is 270 days after
such date of enactment, the President may
apply an exception to the application of
sanctions under subsection (a) for the pur-
chase or the importation into any country of
crude oil or petroleum products of Russian
Federation exported from specific Russian
Federation ports if the President submits to
the appropriate congressional committees a
report providing a justification for the ex-
ception.

(ii) LIMITATION.—An exception applied
under clause (i) may not cover, at any time,
ports that are estimated to have cumula-
tively accounted for more than half of the oil
export capacity of the Russian Federation in
2025.

(d) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.—

(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702
and 1704) to carry out this section.

(2) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to any person
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires
to violate, or causes a violation of any prohi-
bition under this section, or any order or
regulation prescribed under this section, to
the same extent that such penalties apply to
a person that commits an unlawful act de-
scribed in section 206(a) of such Act (50
U.S.C. 1705(a)).

(e) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may pre-
scribe such regulations as may be necessary
to carry out this section (which may include
regulatory exceptions), including under sec-
tion 205 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1704).

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to limit the au-
thority of the President pursuant to the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.).

(f) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A requirement to block
and prohibit all transactions in all property
and interests in property under this section
shall not include the authority or a require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation
of goods.

(2) GooD.—In this subsection, the term
“good’” means any article, natural or man-
made substance, material, supply, or manu-
factured product, including inspection and
test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

(g) SUNSET.—The provisions of this section,
and any sanctions imposed under this sec-
tion, shall terminate on the date that is 5
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY.—The term
‘“‘agricultural commodity’ has the meaning
given such term in section 102 of the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602).

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs and the Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives.

(3) DEFENSE ARTICLE.—The term ‘‘defense
article’” has the meaning given that term in
section 47 of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2794).

(4) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’ means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.
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(5) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly”’,
with respect to conduct, a circumstance, or a
result, means that a person had actual
knowledge, or should have known, of the
conduct, the circumstance, or the result.

(6) MEDICAL DEVICE.—The term ‘‘medical
device” has the meaning given the term ‘‘de-
vice” in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

(7) MEDICINE.—The term ‘‘medicine” has
the meaning given the term ‘‘drug’ in sec-
tion 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

(8) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
““United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States, including a foreign branch
of such an entity; or

(C) any person located in the United
States.

SA 5879. Mr. McCORMICK (for him-
self, Ms. SMITH, Mr. TILLIS, and Mr.
GALLEGO) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 4784, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2027 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 7-YEAR EXTENSION OF TER-

RORISM RISK INSURANCE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) TERMINATION DATE.—Section 108(a) of
the Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002 (15
U.S.C. 6701 note) is amended by striking
€2027”’ and inserting ‘‘2034”°.

(b) TIMING OF MANDATORY RECOUPMENT.—
Section 103(e)(7T)(E)(i) of the Terrorism Risk
Insurance Act of 2002 (15 U.S.C. 6701 note) is
amended—

(1) in subclause (I)—

(A) by striking ‘2022 and inserting ‘2029°’;
and

(B) by striking ‘2024’ and inserting ‘‘2031°’;

(2) in subclause (II)—

(A) by striking ‘2023’ and inserting ‘<2030’’;

(B) by striking 2029’ and inserting ‘2036’’;
and

(C) by striking ‘2024 and inserting ‘2031’’;
and

(3) in subclause (III)—

(A) by striking ‘2029’ and inserting ‘2036’’;
and

(B) by striking ‘2024’ and inserting ‘‘2031°°.

SA 5880. Mr. MCCORMICK (for him-
self and Mr. HAGERTY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of division A, add the following:

TITLE XVII—-COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN

INVESTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES
SEC. 1701. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘“CFIUS
Modernization Act of 2026,
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SEC. 1702. STRENGTHENING AUTHORITIES AND
PROCESSES OF COMMITTEE ON FOR-
EIGN INVESTMENT IN THE UNITED
STATES.

(a) REVISION OF TERM ‘“URBANIZED
AREAS”.—Section 721(a)(4)(C)(i)(II) of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(a)(4)(C)(1)(II)) is amended by striking
“real estate in ‘urbanized areas’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘real estate in an ‘urban area’ or any
equivalent term or terms’’.

(b) AMENDMENT TO THE DEFINITION OF
“CRITICAL TECHNOLOGIES”’.—Section
721(a)(6)(A) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(6)(A) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘“(vii) Other technologies designated by the
chairperson, in consultation with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy and other members of the Committee,
from the areas identified on the Critical and
Emerging Technologies List published by the
National Science and Technology Council.”.

(c) REMOVAL OF b5-PAGE LIMITATION FOR
DECLARATIONS.—Section 721(b)(1)(C)(v)(II) of
the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(b)(1)(C)(v)(II)) is amended by striking
‘“‘that would not generally exceed 5 pages in
length”.

(d) ALIGNMENT OF TIMING OF COMMITTEE
ACTION WITH RESPECT TO DECLARATIONS AND
NOTICES.—Section 721(b)(1)(C)(v)(III)(bb) of
the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(b)(1)(C)(v)(III)(bb)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘receiving’’ and inserting ‘‘accepting’’.

(e) AUTHORIZATION TO REQUIRE MANDATORY
DECLARATIONS FOR CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
TRANSACTIONS.—Section
T21(b)(1)(C)(v)(IV)(ce) of the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(b)(1)(C)(v)(IV)(ce)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘subsection (a)(4)(B)(iii)(II)”’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘subclause (I) or (II) of subsection
(a)(H(B)(iid)”.

(f) STIPULATIONS REGARDING NON-NOTIFIED
OR NON-DECLARED TRANSACTIONS.—Section
T21(b)(1)(C)(vi)(I) of the Defense Production
Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(b)(1)(C)(vi)(D)) is
amended, in the matter preceding item (aa),
by inserting ¢, or in connection with a non-
notified or non-declared transaction identi-
fied under subparagraph (H)” after ‘‘with re-
spect to a transaction”.

(g) DETERMINATION REGARDING INVESTIGA-
TIONS FOR FOREIGN GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED
TRANSACTIONS.—Section 721(b)(2)(D)(ii) of the
Defense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C.
4565(b)(2)(D)(1i)) is amended by striking ‘‘to
any person’ and all that follows and insert-
ing ‘‘below the level of the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Treasury or an equivalent offi-
cial of the lead agency, respectively.”.

(h) MODIFICATION OF TOLLING OF DEADLINES
DURING A LAPSE IN APPROPRIATIONS.—Sec-
tion 721(b) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(b)) is amended by striking
paragraph (8) and inserting the following:

¢“(8) TOLLING OF DEADLINES DURING LAPSE IN
APPROPRIATIONS.—Any deadline or time limi-
tation imposed on the Committee or to
which the Committee is subject under this
section, regulations implementing this sec-
tion, or any agreement or condition entered
into or imposed under this section, shall be
tolled during a lapse in appropriations.”.

(i) REVISION OF CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIRE-
MENTS TO ENHANCE COOPERATION ON NaA-
TIONAL SECURITY WITH ALLIES AND PARTNERS
OF THE UNITED STATES AND AUTHORIZE DIS-
CLOSURE OF ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION.—
Section 721(c) of the Defense Production Act
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘do-
mestic or foreign’ before ‘‘administrative’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘¢, or
to any foreign governmental entity of a
United States ally or partner,” ;
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(C) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (C), the
following:

‘(D) Information important to the na-
tional security analysis or actions of the
Committee or any foreign governmental en-
tity of a United States ally or partner, to
such ally or partner, under the exclusive di-
rection and authorization of the chairperson,
only to the extent necessary for national se-
curity purposes, and subject to appropriate
confidentiality and classification require-
ments.”’; and

(E) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

‘“(F) Information describing the outcome
of a concluded enforcement action (including
any final or settled penalty) under this sec-
tion, including the identity of any party to,
and a description of the circumstances that
resulted in, such action, when disclosed by
the chairperson.’; and

(2) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)(C)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph
@MD)”.

(j) CLARIFICATION OF AUTHORITY TO PRO-
HIBIT REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS.—Section
721(d)(4)(A) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(d)(4)(A)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or obtain an interest in real estate
in the United States’ after ‘‘a United States
business or its assets”’.

(k) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 721
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1)(C)(Vv)AV)(gL),
striking ‘‘subsection (h)(3)”’
“subsection (h)(2)”’; and

(2) in subsection (1)(6)(D), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (h)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(h)(@)”.

(1) INTERIM MEASURES FOR PROPOSED,
PENDING, OR COMPLETED COVERED TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Section T721(1)(3)(A)(iii) of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (560 U.S.C.
4565(1)(3)(A)(iii)) is amended—

(1) in the clause heading, by striking
‘““AGREEMENTS AND CONDITIONS RELATING TO
COMPLETED TRANSACTIONS’’ and inserting ‘‘IN-
TERIM MEASURES’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘completed covered trans-
action’ and inserting ‘‘proposed, pending, or
completed covered transaction’.

(m) APPROPRIATIONS FOR COMMITTEE.—Sec-
tion 721(p)(2) of the Defense Production Act
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(p)(2)) is amended by
striking ‘‘through 2023° and inserting
“through 2030".

SEC. 1703. KNOWN INVESTOR PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 721 of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 ( 50 U.S.C. 4565) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(r) KNOWN INVESTOR PROGRAM.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The chairperson may es-
tablish a program, to be known as the
‘Known Investor Program’, under which—

‘“(A) a foreign person may voluntarily pro-
vide information to the Committee in ad-
vance of filing a notice under clause (i) of
subsection (b)(1)(C) or a declaration under
clause (v) of that subsection with respect to
a transaction; and

‘“(B) the Committee may, for foreign per-
sons that have provided information under
subparagraph (A)—

‘(i) limit the applicability of the require-
ment to submit a mandatory declaration
under subsection (b)(1)(C)(V)(IV); and

‘‘(ii) increase efficiencies in the process of
submitting notices and declarations.

*“(2) IMPLEMENTATION AUTHORITIES.—In car-
rying out the Known Investor Program, the
chairperson may—

‘“(A) identify the information required for
the Committee to consider a foreign person
under the Known Investor Program;

by
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“(B) require certification and assurance for
the information provided in advance of filing
a notice or declaration, consistent with sub-
section (n);

‘“(C) allocate personnel and resources to
support the Known Investor Program; and

‘D) make such adjustments to the re-
quirements or process for filing notices and
declarations as the chairperson considers ap-
propriate.

“(3) FEES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee may as-
sess and collect, from each foreign person
considered under the Known Investor Pro-
gram, a fee to be deposited into the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United
States Fund established under subsection
).

‘(B) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—A fee as-
sessed and collected under subparagraph (A)
shall be subject to the same terms and condi-
tions as a fee assessed and collected under
subsection (p)(3).

‘“(4) COOPERATION OF OTHER AGENCIES.—
Upon request from the chairperson, the head
of a Federal agency shall provide support
and cooperation to the chairperson to carry
out the Known Investor Program.”’.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States shall
prescribe such regulations as are necessary
to implement the Known Investor Program
under subsection (r) of section 721 of the De-
fense Production Act of 1950, as added by
subsection (a), including regulations—

(1) providing for the application of the re-
quirements of subsection (c) of such section
721 with respect to information provided to
the Committee under the Program; and

(2) expressly providing for the application
of section 1001 of title 18, United States Code,
to all information provided to the Com-
mittee under the Program, in accordance
with subsection (n)(3) of such section 721.
SEC. 1704. PILOT PROGRAM TO COLLECT INFOR-

MATION ON GREENFIELD INVEST-
MENTS BY FOREIGN PERSONS IN
STRATEGIC SECTORS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a pilot program to require the sub-
mission to the Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States of a short-form
written notification of any greenfield invest-
ment in the United States by a foreign per-
son in a strategic sector for the purpose of
collecting information on such investment.

(b) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—The
pilot program required by subsection (a)
shall terminate on the date that is 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) TREATMENT OF INVESTMENTS THAT ARE
NOT COVERED TRANSACTIONS.—In the case of
a greenfield investment that is not a covered
transaction and with respect to which a noti-
fication is submitted under the pilot pro-
gram required by subsection (a), the Com-
mittee—

(1) shall not review the investment under
section 721(b) of the Defense Production Act
of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(b)) as if it were a cov-
ered transaction; and

(2) shall use the notification only to collect
information on greenfield investment in the
United States.

(d) EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.—Except
as provided in regulations prescribed under
subsection (e), any information or documen-
tary material filed with the Secretary or a
designee of the Secretary under the pilot
program required by subsection (a) shall be
exempt from disclosure under section
552(b)(3) of title 5, United States Code, and
no such information or documentary mate-
rial may be made public.

(e) REGULATIONS.—In establishing the pilot
program required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Committee,
shall prescribe regulations in accordance
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with section 553 of title 5, United States
Code, that—

(1) establish the scope of the pilot program;

(2) define relevant terms, including ‘‘green-
field investment’’, and add sectors to the def-
inition of ‘‘strategic sector’”, as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate;

(3) identify the information required to be
included in a notification submitted under
the pilot program;

(4) include a process by which the Com-
mittee may identify a greenfield investment
in the United States by a foreign person in a
strategic sector for which a notification is
not submitted; and

(5) provide for the imposition of civil pen-
alties for any violation of the requirement to
submit notifications under the pilot pro-
gram.

(f) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After the termination
under subsection (b) of the pilot program re-
quired by subsection (a), the Secretary, in
consultation with the Committee, shall sub-
mit to the members of Congress specified in
section 721(b)(3)(C)(iii) of the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 (50 U.s.C.
4565(b)(3)(C)(iii)) a report that includes—

(A) an assessment of the information on
greenfield investment in the United States
by foreign persons in strategic sectors col-
lected under the pilot program; and

(B) an analysis of—

(i) the extent to which existing authorities
address the national security risks, if any,
that could arise from greenfield investment
described in subparagraph (A); and

(ii) whether the establishment or expan-
sion of other Federal programs should be un-
dertaken to address any such risks.

(2) ForM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to impair or
otherwise affect the authority of the Presi-
dent to pursue any authorization, process,
regulation, investigation, prohibition, en-
forcement measure, or review provided by or
established under any other provision of Fed-
eral law, including the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), section 721 of the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565), or any other
authority of the President or Congress under
the Constitution of the United States, to
protect the national security of the United
States.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED TRANSACTION.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered transaction’” has the meaning given
that term in section 721(a) of the Defense
Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)).

(2) GREENFIELD INVESTMENT.—The term
‘“‘greenfield investment’” has the meaning
given that term in regulations prescribed
under subsection (f).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Treasury, as the
chairperson of the Committee on Foreign In-
vestment in the United States.

(4) STRATEGIC SECTOR.—The term
tegic sector’” means—

(A) the technology, critical infrastructure,
healthcare, agriculture, energy, and raw ma-
terials sectors; and

(B) such other sectors as are determined to
be strategic in regulations prescribed under
subsection (e).

“stra-

SA 5881. Mr. McCORMICK submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
by him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
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and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the

following:

SEC. 1 SECRETARY OF DEFENSE CON-
SULTATION REGARDING PRE-
DICTION MARKETS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall consult with the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission regarding the pro-
posed rule submitted of the Commission en-
titled ‘“‘Prediction Markets; Public Interest
Determinations’ (91 Fed. Reg. 35806 (June 12,
2026)), or a subsequent final rulemaking, in
relation to the following factors:

(1) The factors to define war, terrorism,
and assassination.

(2) The factors in determining whether
event contracts involve war, terrorism, or
assassination.

(3) The factors that raise public interest
concerns.

SA 5882. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . AGENT MEMBERSHIP.

Section 304(b)(2) of the Federal Credit
Union Act (12 U.S.C. 1795c(b)(2)) is amended
by striking ‘‘all those credit unions’ and in-
serting ‘‘any such credit unions”’.

SA 5883. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON GRANT OF CERTAIN
SATELLITE LICENSES, UNITED
STATES MARKET ACCESS, OR EARTH
STATION AUTHORIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secure and Trusted
Communications Networks Act of 2019 (47
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 10 and 11 as
sections 11 and 12, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 9 the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 10. PROHIBITION ON GRANT OF CERTAIN
SATELLITE LICENSES, UNITED
STATES MARKET ACCESS, OR EARTH
STATION AUTHORIZATIONS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) AFFILIATE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘affiliate’
means an entity that (directly or indirectly)
owns or controls, is owned or controlled by,
or is under common ownership or control
with, another entity.

‘(B) OWN.—For purposes of this paragraph,
the term ‘own’ means to have, possess, or
otherwise control an equity interest (or the
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equivalent thereof) of not less than 10 per-
cent.

‘(2) BLANKET-LICENSED EARTH STATION.—
The term ‘blanket-licensed earth station’
means an earth station that is licensed with
a geostationary orbit satellite system or a
nongeostationary orbit satellite system.

‘“(3) GATEWAY STATION.—The term ‘gateway
station’ means an earth station or a group of
earth stations that—

‘“(A) supports the routing and switching
functions of a geostationary orbit satellite
system or a nongeostationary orbit satellite
system;

‘(B) may also be used for telemetry, track-
ing, and command transmissions;

‘“(C) does not originate or terminate com-
munication traffic; and

‘(D) is not for the exclusive use of any cus-
tomer.

‘(4) INDIVIDUALLY LICENSED EARTH STA-
TION.—The term ‘individually licensed earth
station’ means—

‘“(A) an earth station (other than a blan-
ket-licensed earth station) that sends a sig-
nal to, and receives a signal from, a geo-
stationary orbit satellite system or a non-
geostationary orbit satellite system; or

‘“(B) a gateway station.

“(b) PROHIBITION.—The Commission may
not grant a license for, or a petition for a de-
claratory ruling to access the United States
market using, a geostationary orbit satellite
system or a nongeostationary orbit satellite
system, or an authorization to use an indi-
vidually licensed earth station or a blanket-
licensed earth station, if the license, grant of
market access, or authorization would be
held or controlled by—

‘(1) an entity identified on the list pub-
lished by the Commission under section 2(a);
or

‘“(2) an affiliate of an entity described in
paragraph (1).

““(c) FURTHER CONSIDERATION FOR SECURED
NETWORKS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may
issue a report assessing supply chain secu-
rity risks associated with any earth station
licensee, geostationary orbit satellite sys-
tem licensee, nongeostationary orbit sat-
ellite system licensee, or entity granted a
declaratory ruling to access the TUnited
States market using a geostationary orbit
satellite system or nongeostationary orbit
satellite system, or an affiliate of such a li-
censee or entity, that provides communica-
tions equipment designed, developed, manu-
factured, or assembled by an entity identi-
fied on the list published by the Commission
under section 2(a).

‘“(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
paragraph (1) shall be construed to expand or
contract the authority of the Commission.”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Section 10 of the Se-
cure and Trusted Communications Networks
Act of 2019, as added by subsection (a), shall
apply with respect to the grant of a license,
petition, or authorization on or after the
date of enactment of this Act.

(c) RULES.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Federal
Communications Commission shall issue
rules to implement section 10 of the Secure
and Trusted Communications Networks Act
of 2019, as added by subsection (a).

SA 5884. Mrs. FISCHER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
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year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . LIST OF ENTITIES HOLDING FCC AU-
THORIZATIONS, LICENSES, OR
OTHER GRANTS OF AUTHORITY AND
HAVING CERTAIN FOREIGN OWNER-
SHIP.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE NATIONAL SECURITY AGEN-
cy.—The term ‘‘appropriate national secu-
rity agency’ has the meaning given such
term in section 9 of the Secure and Trusted
Communications Networks Act of 2019 (47
U.S.C. 1608).

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the Federal Communications Com-
mission.

(3) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘covered
country’” means a country specified in sec-
tion 4872(f)(2) of title 10, United States Code.

(4) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered
entity” means—

(A) the government of a covered country;

(B) an entity organized under the laws of a
covered country; and

(C) a subsidiary of an entity described in
subparagraph (B), regardless of whether the
subsidiary is organized under the laws of a
covered country.

(b) PUBLICATION OF LIST.—Not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Commission shall publish on
the internet website of the Commission a list
of each entity—

(1) that holds a license issued by the Com-
mission pursuant to—

(A) section 309(j) of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)); or

(B) the Act of May 27, 1921 (47 U.S.C. 34 et
seq.; commonly known as the ‘‘Cable Land-
ing Licensing Act”) and Executive Order
10530 (3 U.S.C. 301 note; relating to the per-
formance of certain functions vested in or
subject to the approval of the President); and

(2) with respect to which—

(A) a covered entity holds an equity or vot-
ing interest that is required to be reported to
the Commission under the ownership rules of
the Commission; or

(B) an appropriate national security agen-
cy has determined that a covered entity ex-
erts control, regardless of whether such cov-
ered entity holds an equity or voting inter-
est as described in subparagraph (A).

(c) RULEMAKING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Commission shall issue rules to obtain
information to identify each entity—

(A) that holds any authorization, license,
or other grant of authority issued by the
Commission (other than a license described
in subsection (b)(1)); and

(B) with respect to which a covered entity
holds an equity or voting interest that is re-
quired to be reported to the Commission
under the ownership rules of the Commis-
sion.

(2) PLACEMENT ON LIST.—Not later than 1
year after the Commission issues the rules
required by paragraph (1), the Commission
shall place each entity described in such
paragraph on the list published under sub-
section (b).

(d) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT EXEMP-
TION.—A collection of information conducted
or sponsored by the Commission to imple-
ment this section does not constitute a col-
lection of information for the purposes of
subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code (commonly referred to as the
‘“‘Paperwork Reduction Act’).

(e) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The Commission
shall, not less frequently than annually, up-
date the list published under subsection (b),
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including with respect to any entity required
to be placed on such list by subsection (c)(2).

SA 5885. Mr. YOUNG submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 4784, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2027 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . PILOT PROGRAM ON USE OF SUB-
SCRIPTION-BASED FUNDING MODEL
AT MAJOR RANGE AND TEST FACIL-
ITY BASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering shall, acting through the
Director of the Test Resource Management
Center, commence carrying out a pilot pro-
gram to determine the feasibility, effective-
ness, and operational impacts of imple-
menting a subscription-based funding model
for test and evaluation facilities.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The pilot program re-
quired by subsection (a) shall—

(1) be conducted during the two-year period
beginning on the date of the commencement
of the pilot program;

(2) include not fewer than two cyber-phys-
ical test and training ranges designated by
the Director of the Test Resource Manage-
ment Center;

(3) include at least one cyber-physical test
and training range operated by, or under the
authority of, the National Guard of a State;

(4) provide for participation by military
departments, defense agencies, combat sup-
port agencies, federally funded research and
development centers, and such other Depart-
ment of Defense entities as the Director con-
siders appropriate; and

(5) evaluate the applicability of subscrip-
tion-based funding to cyber, cyber-physical,
electronic warfare, modeling and simulation,
and integrated test environments associated
with the participating ranges.

(¢) SUBSCRIPTION-BASED FUNDING MODEL.—
For purposes of the pilot program required
by subsection (a), the Under Secretary shall
establish a funding structure under which
participating organizations pay recurring
subscription fees in exchange for access to
specified range capabilities, infrastructure,
services, test environments, cybersecurity
resources, data management capabilities,
and related support functions, in lieu of or in
combination with traditional reimbursable
or direct-user funding mechanisms.

(d) ELEMENTS.—In carrying out the pilot
program required by subsection (a), the
Under Secretary shall—

(1) establish subscription tiers or other re-
curring funding arrangements designed to
support baseline operational, sustainment,
modernization, and cybersecurity costs of
participating ranges;

(2) assess the extent to which a subscrip-
tion-based model improves funding predict-
ability, resource utilization, infrastructure
availability, and mission readiness;

(3) evaluate impacts on range scheduling,
access, interoperability, and support for de-
velopmental testing, operational testing,
training, experimentation, and rapid proto-
typing activities;

(4) identify authority constraints or other
challenges associated with broader imple-
mentation of such a model;

(5) measure effects on cost recovery, user
demand, and long-term sustainment of
cyber-physical range capabilities; and
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(6) develop recommendations regarding
whether and how a subscription-based fund-
ing model could be expanded to additional
test and evaluation facilities.

(e) SELECTION OF PARTICIPATING RANGES.—
In selecting ranges for participation in the
pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Under Secretary shall prioritize cyber-phys-
ical ranges that—

(1) support joint testing, training, or ex-
perimentation activities;

(2) integrate operational technology,
cyber, communications, electronic warfare,
or weapon-system testing capabilities; and

(3) can provide representative data regard-
ing the scalability of subscription-based
funding approaches across test and evalua-
tion facilities.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a report describing
the following:

(1) The actions taken under subsection (a).

(2) The status of implementation of inte-
gration required by such subsection.

(3) Any exceptions to full integration
under subsection (b)(2).

(4) The reasons for the exceptions described
in paragraph (3).

(g) BRIEFING.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Under Secretary sub-
mits the report required by subsection (f),
the Under Secretary shall provide the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives a briefing on the
matters covered by the report.

SA 5886. Mr. MCCORMICK (for him-
self, Mr. RICKETTS, and Mrs. SHAHEEN)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 4784,
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2027 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the
table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . NITAZINE CONTROL ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Nitazene Control Act”.
(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds

lowing:

(1) 2-Benzylbenzimidazole opioids are a
class of synthetic opioids first synthesized in
the 1950s that exhibit significant potency at
the mu-opioid receptor, with some sub-
stances exceeding the potency of fentanyl.

(2) The Drug Enforcement Administration
has temporarily or permanently scheduled
multiple 2-benzylbenzimidazole opioids com-
pounds under schedule I of section 202(c) of
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C.
812(c)) due to their high abuse potential and
lack of accepted medical use.

(3) Nitazenes and related compounds have
emerged in the illicit drug supply as designer
drugs and contribute to overdose and fatal
poisonings in the United States.

(4) A class-wide permanent scheduling of 2-
benzylbenzimidazole opioids is necessary to
preemptively address the proliferation of
new analogs, streamline enforcement, and
protect public health.

(56) The HALT Fentanyl Act (28 U.S.C. 801
note; Public Law 119-26) created pathways
for research using schedule I controlled sub-
stances that apply to scheduled nitazenes.

the fol-
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(c) SCHEDULE I  CLASSIFICATION OF
NITAZENES.—

(1) AMENDMENT.—Schedule I of section
202(c) of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 812(c)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“(f)(1) Unless specifically exempted or un-
less listed in another schedule, any material,
compound, mixture, or preparation which
contains any quantity of a 2-
benzylbenzimidazole opioid, or which con-
tains the salts, isomers, and salts of isomers
of a 2-benzylbenzimidazole opioid.

‘“(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the
term ‘2-benzylbenzimidazole opioid’ includes
the following:

““(A) A substance that is structurally re-
lated to 2-benzylbenzimidazole with the fol-
lowing modifications:

‘(i) At the 1-position, substitution with an
alkyl linker connected to a substituted
amine group containing hydrogen, alkyl, al-
kenyl, or heteroaryl group, such as a
morphilino, pyrrolidino, or piperidinyl
groups, whether or not further substituted.

‘‘(ii) At the 2-position—

“(I) replacement of the alkyl portion of the
benzyl group with a substituted or
unsubstituted alkyl, alkoxy, carbamates
group, nitrogen, sulfur, or oxygen atom; or

‘“(IT) replacement of the phenyl portion of
the benzyl group with an aryl or heteroaryl
group.

‘“(iii) Substitution on the phenyl portion of
the benzimidazole ring with a hydrogen
atom, halogen, nitro, cyano, substituted or
unsubstituted amide, amine, alkyl, alkoxy,
aryl, or heteroaryl group.

‘“(iv) At the 6-position, substitution with
hydrogen, nitro, trifluoromethyl, methoxy,
trifluoromethoxy, cyano, and halogen
groups.

‘“(B) A substance that exhibits agonist ac-
tivity at the mu-opioid receptor.

(%)) Etonitazene, clonitazene,
metonitazene, isotonitazene, protonitazene,
butonitazene, etodesnitazene, flunitazene, N-

pyrrolidino etonitazene, N-desethyl
isotonitazene, and N-piperidinyl
etonitazene.”.

(2) REMOVAL OF TEMPORARY STATUS.—ANy
substance included in the amendment made
by paragraph (1) that was temporarily sched-
uled under section 201(h) of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 811(h)) shall be
deemed permanently scheduled and subject
to the requirements of schedule I of section
202(c) of that Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)) as of the
date of enactment of this Act.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to authorize
the initiation of new research using 2-
benzylbenzimidazole opioids, as defined in
subsection (f) of schedule I of section 202(c)
of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C.
812(c)), as added by paragraph (1) of this sec-
tion, without proper registration and sched-
uling compliance.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I have
four requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:
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COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, June 18, 2026, at 10 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet in executive ses-
sion during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 10:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, June 18,
2026, at 9 a.m., to conduct an executive
business meeting.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
June 18, 2026, at 11:30 a.m., to conduct
a closed business meeting.

——
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the following
interns in my office be granted floor
privileges for the day: Mumtaaz Hirsi
and Elijah Minicozzi.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
interns in my office be granted floor
privileges until June 19, 2026: Nathan
Hays, Bradley Fusilier, Gabby Sumrall,
and Lucy John.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, Na-
than Hays, to whom I just referred, is
an intern in my office. He is from
Baton Rouge. He is a rising junior at
LSU.

Lucy John is from Lafayette, LA.
Lucy is a rising senior at Tulane.

Bradley Fusilier is from Ville Platte.
Bradley is a rising senior at LSU.

And Gabby Sumrall from Monroe is a
rising junior at Covenant College
there.

They are interning in my office this
summer, and I am glad to have them.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar No. 750 through 756; and
all nominations on the Secretary’s
desk in the Air Force, Army, Marine
Corps, and Navy, with the exception of
PN681-4; PN835-2; PN925; Matthew T.
Anderson, PN969; and Blair W. Kessler,
PN970; that the nominations be con-
firmed en bloc; that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
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be in order to any of the nominations;
and that the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action and the
Senate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

ARMY

The following named Army National Guard
of the United States officers for appointment
in the Reserve of the Army to the grade indi-
cated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12211:

To be major general
Brig. Gen. William E. Temple, V
Brig. Gen. Brian F. Wertzler

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Constantin E. Nicolet
AIR FORCE

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Daniel H. Tulley
Maj. Gen. David G. Shoemaker
ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment inI the United States Army to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Guillaume N. Beaurpere
NAVY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be vice admiral
Rear Adm. Joseph F. Cahill, IIT
ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Reserve of the Army to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
12203:

To be brigadier general
Col. Michael W. Brancamp
NAVY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment as Chief of Chaplains of the Navy and
appointment to the grade indicated in the
United States Navy while serving in that po-
sition under title 10, U.S.C., section 8082:

To be rear admiral
Rear Adm. (1h) Carey H. Cash
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK
AIR FORCE

PN968 AIR FORCE nominations (125) begin-
ning RUBEN ADORNO, and ending TAYLOR
A. YOUTSLER, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of May 12, 2026.

PN969 AIR FORCE nominations (485) begin-
ning MICHAEL R. ABBOTT, and ending JAY
R. ZEIGLER, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of May 12, 2026, except
Matthew T. Anderson.

PN970 AIR FORCE nominations (249) begin-
ning KATHRYN L. ABBOTT, and ending
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JONATHAN G. YAP, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of May 12, 2026, ex-
cept Blair W. Kessler.

PN971 AIR FORCE nominations (27) begin-
ning CORBIN A. ALDRIDGE, and ending
SUNG B. YI, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of May 12, 2026.

PN972 AIR FORCE nominations (240) begin-
ning DONALD J. ADKINS, and ending
ZHENG ZHONG, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of May 12, 2026.

PN973 AIR FORCE nominations (40) begin-
ning KAILA W. ACRES, and ending JAIMIE
M. WYCKOFF, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record or May 12, 2026.

ARMY

PN883 ARMY nomination of Timothy M,
Benedict, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
March 19, 2026.

PN919 ARMY nomination of Robert T.
Bundy, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 13, 2026.

PN941 ARMY nomination of Gladys E.
Scales, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

PN942 ARMY nomination of John M.
Heaton, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

PN943 ARMY nominations (3) beginning
Andy Buissereth, and ending Eric S. Slater,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of April 30, 2026.

PN944 ARMY nominations (2) beginning
Kevin A. Chesnut, and ending Trevor R.
Robles, which Nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 30, 2026.

PN945 ARMY nomination of Jeremy D.
Reed, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

PN946 ARMY nominations (3) beginning
Joshua T. Kresowaty, and ending Mary C.
Penniman, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 30, 2026.

PN947 ARMY nomination of Matthew S.
McGuire, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of April 30, 2026.

PN979 ARMY nomination of Michele L.
Buratti, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
May 12, 2026.

MARINE CORPS

PN804 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Scott M. Carter, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of February 4, 2026.

PN948 MARINE CORPS nomination of Ste-
ven M. Warner, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the CONGRESSIONQL
RECORD of April 30, 2026.

PN949 MARINE CORPS nomination of Gar-
rett W. Vetter, which was received by the
Senate and a’ppeared in the Congressional
Record of April 30, 2026.

PN950 MARINE CORPS nomination of Mi-
chael J. Simpson, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of April 30, 2026.

PN951 MARINE CORPS nomination of Ste-
ven A. Bolt, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of April 30, 2026.

PN952 MARINE CORPS nomination of
Samir J. Glenn-Roundtree, which was re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of April 30, 2026.
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NAVY

PN842 NAVY nomination of Jess A.
Vaught, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
February 11, 2026.

PN843 NAVY nomination of John H. Ross,
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 11, 2026.

PN844 NAVY nomination of John D. Mor-
ris, IV, which was received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record of Feb-
ruary 11, 2026.

PN953 NAVY nomination of Frances S.
Thomas, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

PN954 NAVY nominations (7) beginning
DANIEL J. CLARK, and ending STEPHEN
M. THOMAS, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of April 30, 2026.

PN955 NAVY nomination of Jami Lea G.
Buckley, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

PN956 NAVY nomination of Jeffrey T.
Chewning, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
April 30, 2026.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H. CON. RES. 86

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that, mnotwith-
standing rule XXII, at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader, in
concurrence with the Democratic lead-
er, no later than Thursday, June 25, H.
Con. Res. 86 be discharged from the
Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Senate proceed to its consider-
ation; further, that there be 6 hours for
debate only, with the time equally di-
vided between the leaders or their des-
ignees on the concurrent resolution;
and that following the use or yielding
back of that time, the Senate vote on
adoption of the concurrent resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, JUNE 22,
2026

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 22; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, morning business be closed,
and the Senate resume consideration of
the House message to accompany H.R.
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6644, postcloture; further, at 5:30 p.m.,
that the Senate vote on adoption of the
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment with the Scott amendment No.
5823; finally, if adopted, that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
JUNE 22, 2026, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:40 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
June 22, 2026, at 3 p.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate June 18, 2026:
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT IN
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM E. TEMPLE V
BRIG. GEN. BRIAN F. WERTZLER

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. CONSTANTIN E. NICOLET
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. DANIEL H. TULLEY
MAJ. GEN. DAVID G. SHOEMAKER

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. GUILLAUME N. BEAURPERE
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. JOSEPH F. CAHILL IIT
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general
COL. MICHAEL W. BRANCAMP
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS OF THE NAVY AND APPOINT-
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES
NAVY WHILE SERVING IN THAT POSITION UNDER TITLE
10, U.S.C., SECTION 8082:

To be rear admiral
REAR ADM. (LH) CAREY H. CASH

S2975

EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT

GEORGE HOLDING, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DIRECTOR OF THE EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECON-
STRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT.

IN THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RUBEN
ADORNO AND ENDING WITH TAYLOR A. YOUTSLER,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
MAY 12, 2026.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MICHAEL R.
ABBOTT AND ENDING WITH JAY R. ZEIGLER, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 12,
2026.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KATHRYN
L. ABBOTT AND ENDING WITH JONATHAN G. YAP, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 12,
2026.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CORBIN A.
ALDRIDGE AND ENDING WITH SUNG B. YI, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 12,
2026.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DONALD J.
ADKINS AND ENDING WITH ZHENG ZHONG, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 12,
2026.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KAILA W.
ACRES AND ENDING WITH JAIMIE M. WYCKOFF, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 12,
2026.

IN THE ARMY
ARMY NOMINATION OF TIMOTHY M. BENEDICT, TO BE

COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF ROBERT T. BUNDY, TO BE
MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATION OF GLADYS E. SCALES, TO BE
COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JOHN M. HEATON, TO BE COLO-
NEL.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING  WITH ANDY
BUISSERETH AND ENDING WITH ERIC S. SLATER, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON APRIL 30,
2026.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KEVIN A.
CHESNUT AND ENDING WITH TREVOR R. ROBLES, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON APRIL 30,
2026.

ARMY NOMINATION OF JEREMY D. REED, TO BE MAJOR.

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOSHUA T.
KRESOWATY AND ENDING WITH MARY C. PENNIMAN,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
APRIL 30, 2026.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MATTHEW S. MCGUIRE, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

ARMY NOMINATION OF MICHELE L. BURATTI, TO BE
COLONEL.

IN THE MARINE CORPS

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF SCOTT M. CARTER, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF STEVEN M. WARNER,
TO BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF GARRETT W. VETTER,
TO BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF MICHAEL J. SIMPSON,
TO BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF STEVEN A. BOLT, TO
BE MAJOR.

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF SAMIR J. GLENN-
ROUNDTREE, TO BE MAJOR.

IN THE NAVY

NAVY NOMINATION OF JESS A. VAUGHT, TO BE CAP-
TAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JOHN H. ROSS, TO BE CAPTAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JOHN D. MORRIS IV, TO BE CAP-
TAIN.

NAVY NOMINATION OF FRANCES S. THOMAS, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DANIEL J.
CLARK AND ENDING WITH STEPHEN M. THOMAS, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON APRIL 30,
2026.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JAMI LEA G. BUCKLEY, TO BE
COMMANDER.

NAVY NOMINATION OF JEFFREY T. CHEWNING, TO BE
CAPTAIN.



June 18, 2026

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E585

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE TOWN OF YAR-
MOUTH’S 250TH INDEPENDENCE
DAY

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Town of Yarmouth as it
celebrates its 250th Independence Day.

Throughout the Revolutionary War, patriots
from Yarmouth played an important role in our
country’s fight for independence. In 1775, as
tensions rose between the colonies and the
British government, Yarmouth’s militia rode to
assist in the Battles of Lexington and Concord
before receiving word of a British retreat,
marking the start of the American Revolution.
In the spring of 1776, patriots from Yarmouth
served under George Washington at Dor-
chester Heights, fortifying the city and forcing
British troops to evacuate Boston. Then on
June 20, 1776, weeks before the United
States of America formally declared independ-
ence from Britain on July 4, 1776, Yarmouth
residents came together and took the brave
step to declare their independence.

Ahead of the upcoming Semiquincentennial
historians from the Towns of Yarmouth and
Dennis led extensive research into Yarmouth’s
role in the Revolutionary War. Their research
found that 447 men from Yarmouth fought for
our country’s independence, 53 of whom are
buried in the Yarmouth Ancient Cemetery. To
honor these patriots’ bravery and dedication to
our country, the town commissioned a monu-
ment to be built by the renowned Robert
Shure and for official Sons of the American
Revolution granite markers to be placed at
each of the 53 graves.

On June 20, 2026, the Town of Yarmouth
and nearby communities will gather for the un-
veiling and dedication of the Revolutionary
War Monument in Thatcher Park, followed by
a wreath-laying and grave marker dedication
ceremony at the Yarmouth Ancient Cemetery.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to celebrate the
Town of Yarmouth’s 250th Anniversary of
Independence, and | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing the bravery of Yar-
mouth’s patriots and their dedication to free-
dom, democracy, and our republic during the
Revolutionary War.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF COLONEL FRANCIS “LEN”
LEONARD LOVING

HON. AARON BEAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, some
people dedicate their lives to serving others.
Few do so with the distinction, humility, and
lasting impact of Colonel Francis “Len” Leon-
ard Loving.

Today, | rise to honor the life and legacy of
this remarkable American, whose service to
our Nation, our veterans, and the Northeast
Florida community spanned more than six
decades.

Born in Richmond, Virginia, Len built a life
defined by leadership, discipline, and commit-
ment to others. After graduating Magna Cum
Laude from Southern Benedictine College, he
was commissioned into the United States Ma-
rine Corps, where he served honorably for 30
years. Rising to the rank of Colonel, he com-
pleted multiple tours in Vietham and earned
the Bronze Star with Combat “V” for valor. He
also played a key role in establishing the Ma-
rine Corps Blount Island Command in Jack-
sonville, a lasting contribution to both our mili-
tary and our region.

Following his distinguished military career,
Len continued his service by leading the Five
STAR Veterans Center, where he helped
countless homeless veterans find stability,
independence, and hope. His dedication to
those who served reflected the compassion
and character that defined his life.

Above all, Len was a dedicated husband,
father, and grandfather. He was a devoted
husband to his first wife Ruth before her pass-
ing, and shared 41 wonderful years with his
beloved wife, Suzie. He was a source of
strength, wisdom, and encouragement for his
family and all who knew him.

Mr. Speaker, as we remember Colonel Lov-
ing, we celebrate a life of honor, service, and
leadership. His legacy lives on in the veterans
he helped, the Marines he led, and the family
and community he loved.

May his memory be a blessing, and may his
example continue to inspire us all.

RECOGNIZING KALPESH JOSHI FOR
HIS LEADERSHIP IN HOSPI-
TALITY AND COMMUNITY

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Kalpesh Joshi, a respected
hotelier, community leader, and advocate for
entrepreneurs, for his contributions to the hos-
pitality industry and his service to the Indian
American community in the greater Chicago
area.

Kalpesh Joshi is a seasoned hospitality pro-
fessional who has operated hotels under the
Motel 6 and Sonesta brands for nearly two
decades. A self-made, first-generation hotelier,
he has built a distinguished career through
hard work, entrepreneurial spirit, and a com-
mitment to supporting fellow business owners.
He has served as the Upper Midwest Regional
Director for the Asian American Hotel Owners
Association (AAHOA) for the past three years
and currently chairs its 2024—2025 FAIR Com-
mittee. In addition, he serves on AAHOA’s
Government Affairs Committee and has been

a member of the G6 Hospitality Owners Advi-
sory Council since 2012.

Beyond his professional accomplishments,
Mr. Joshi has demonstrated a deep commit-
ment to civic engagement and community
service. He serves on the lllinois Governor’s
Asian American Employment Plan Advisory
Council, contributes his leadership to SEWA
International’s Advisory Board, and has sup-
ported numerous community organizations
and initiatives. A dedicated advocate for polit-
ical engagement within the Indian American
community, he has worked closely with local
and state leaders to advance policies that
strengthen businesses, expand economic op-
portunity, and support community develop-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Kalpesh Joshi for his leader-
ship, entrepreneurial success, and steadfast
commitment to public service. His contribu-
tions to the hospitality industry and to the
communities he serves reflect the values of
hard work, civic engagement, and opportunity
that help strengthen our Nation.

———

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE FAMILY
FARMS

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Lawrence Family Farms on being
named the 2026 Tulare Dairy Family of the
Year and to commend their outstanding con-
tributions to California’s dairy industry and the
Central Valley community.

Founded by first-generation farmers Matt
and Lisa Lawrence, Lawrence Family Farms
has quickly made a meaningful impact, deliv-
ering some of the highest-quality dairy prod-
ucts in California. Each year, the Tulare
Chamber of Commerce honors a local dairy
family during its Annual Salute to Dairy cele-
bration in recognition of National Dairy Month.
This prestigious award recognizes dedication
to the dairy industry, agricultural leadership,
and community engagement, making the Law-
rence family’s selection especially well-de-
served.

Matt Lawrence’s story reflects the promise
of the American Dream. His parents moved
from a small community in the Azores, Por-
tugal, to seek a better life here in America.
From a young age, Matt was always inter-
ested in farming, finding any opportunity he
could to immerse himself in agriculture.
Through his involvement in FFA, he gained
hands-on experience working with dairy cattle
and developed the agricultural skills that would
lay the foundation for his future career.

Matt continued pursuing his passion at Fres-
no State University, where he majored in Agri-
cultural Education. During his time there,
many of his professors encouraged him to be-
come more involved. Following this advice, he

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E586

took up the responsibility of running the col-
lege farm, which gave him the experience and
industry connections needed to have a suc-
cessful career in the agricultural sector. After
graduating, he worked as a salesman for an
artificial insemination company before quickly
following his lifelong dream of running his own
dairy. Partnering with former Dairy Family of
the Year recipient Frank Mendonsa and his
son Brandon, Matt and Lisa established a suc-
cessful dairy operation in Visalia.

Building on that success, Matt and Lisa
founded Lawrence Family Farms in 2020. In
just six years, they have grown their operation
into a thriving business that has already made
a lasting mark on the Central Valley dairy in-
dustry and is undoubtedly on the path for
many more years of success.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Lawrence Family Farms on being
named the 2026 Dairy Family of the Year.
Their contributions to the Central Valley will be
felt for generations to come.

HONORING THE PATRIOTISM AND
SERVICE OF JOHN KNOX BURTON

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the remarkable patriotism and service of John
Knox Burton, a decorated Vietnam War vet-
eran who resides in Virginia’s 9th District.

In 1968, Mr. Burton made the honorable de-
cision to answer his country’s call and enlist in
the military. He entered the military’s ranks as
a private, but following his stint at Officer
Training School, he was a First Lieutenant for
his deployment to Vietnam. In Vietnam, First
Lieutenant Burton served as Assistant District
Senior Advisor with a Republic of Vietnam
Unit.

It was during this time that First Lieutenant
Burton trained local personnel and helped ad-
vise district government officials. His help and
coordination of joint U.S. and Republic of Viet-
nam military efforts advanced U.S. military ob-
jectives.

As a result of his service, First Lieutenant
Burton earned high marks from military brass.
His evaluating officers considered him to be
one of the finest officers and commended his
performance in combat in Vietnam.

Among the awards of his decorated service,
First Lieutenant Burton received the National
Defense Service Medal, the Sharpshooter
Badge, the Vietnam Service Medal and the
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with a Bronze
Star. The Cross of Gallantry orders highlight
Lieutenant Burton’s brave service ‘“side by
side with his Vietnamese counterparts.”

Virginia’s 9th District is proud to be the
home of this Vietham War hero. After joining
the Virginia Tech community in 1977, Mr.
Bulton grew as a talented educator. He led
numerous courses and initiatives, including his
work for the Center for Instructional Tech-
nology Solutions in Industry and Education.

In recognition of his successful career in
education, Virginia Tech awarded Mr. Burton
the Alumni Award for Excellence in Inter-
national Outreach and later conferred upon
him the title of “Professor Emeritus.”
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| join 9th District communities in honoring
and celebrating the military service of Mr. Bur-
ton. His sacrifice to protect American life and
liberty is to be fiercely commended. | hope
that American military personnel continue to
embody the same courage, values and service
that Mr. Burton demonstrated to his country.

—

CELEBRATING THE UCLA WOMEN’S
BEACH VOLLEYBALL TEAM FOR
WINNING THE NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cele-
brate the Women’s Beach Volleyball team
from the University of California, Los Angeles.
The Bruins Women’s Beach Volleyball team
took home the 2026 NCAA Women’s National
Collegiate Beach Volleyball National Cham-
pionship on May 3, 2026. UCLA defeated the
No. 1 seed Women’s Beach Volleyball team
from Stanford University in Gulf Shores, Ala-
bama.

This year's championship secured UCLA’s
3rd national title win in program history. It also
marks the 127th overall NCAA title win by a
UCLA Bruin team in any sport.

The UCLA Women’s Beach Volleyball team
should be proud of their achievement in earn-
ing the distinction of national champions, com-
peting amongst the more than half a million
student-athletes who participate in NCAA
events each year. With guidance from Coach
Jenny Johnson Jordan, the team’s champion-
ship season culminated in a thrilling 3—0 win
against Stanford in the final match.

| would like to congratulate the UCLA Wom-
en’s Beach Volleyball team once again on
winning the national championship for the first
time since 2019 and wish them the best of
luck next season. This win is a special mo-
ment in the collegiate athletic careers of each
individual UCLA player and marks an excep-
tional accomplishment and historical achieve-
ment for the UCLA community. Go Bruins.

———

HONORING CHIEF WARRANT OFFI-
CER 5 MITCHELL K. TAGGART ON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. MATT VAN EPPS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. VAN EPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chief Warrant Officer Five Mitchell K.
Taggart of Ashland, Missouri, upon his retire-
ment from the United States Army in June
2026, following more than three decades of
extraordinary service to our Nation.

As a veteran myself, | know that no words
fully capture what a life in uniform costs, or
what it means. But | also know that CW5
Taggart’s career represents the very best this
Nation’s military has to offer.

Mitchell Taggart enlisted in 1992 as a Light
Infantryman, earning his Green Beret after
completing Special Forces Assessment and
Selection in 1996 and serving with the 10th
Special Forces Group (Airborne) at Fort Car-
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son, Colorado. When he briefly left service in
2000, he continued serving his community as
a corrections officer in Sumter County, Geor-
gia, and as a firefighter and first responder in
Americus, Georgia. In 2003, he returned to the
Army, commissioned as a Warrant Officer in
2007, and never looked back.

CWS5 Taggart deployed twelve times in sup-
port of combat operations to Afghanistan, Iraq,
and Syria, and served across AFRICOM,
CENTCOM, and EUCOM in support of theater
security cooperation. He led at every level of
Special Forces, from the SFOD-A, company,
battalion, and group levels, and earned a Mas-
ter of Arts in Military Studies and Strategic
Leadership along the way.

His wife, Special Agent Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Four Melissa Taggart, is a proud defender
of this Nation in her own right. Together, they
have raised three sons, Stephen, Rex, and
Cash, who have watched their parents model
sacrifice and service every day of their lives.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body to join me in
thanking CW5 Mitchell Taggart for a lifetime of
service to this country. This country is safer,
stronger, and more worthy of its own ideals
because Mitchell Taggart chose to serve.

————

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S MEMO-
RANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
WITH IRAN

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Ms. McCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump’s reckless decision to take the United
States to war with Iran without Congressional
authorization has been a disastrous failure.
Not only has the president’'s war of choice ut-
terly failed to deliver on his own shifting mili-
tary goals, it has cost the American people di-
rectly: increasing costs for many necessities
like groceries, housing, health care, ultilities,
gasoline, and more. The war has also left the
U.S. and the world in a more precarious geo-
political position.

In the first hours of the war, President
Trump spoke of eliminating the Iranian regime
through U.S. military strikes and a popular up-
rising of the Iranian people. Not only did no
popular uprising against the regime mate-
rialize, but President Trump’s war has had the
opposite effect on Iran. The Iranian regime is
emboldened, and it is more tightly controlled
by hardliners and the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps than it was prior to the war. This
will make the prospects for long-term peace
with Iran more difficult.

The war has failed to achieve other key mili-
tary goals that the President laid out. First and
foremost is the failure to eliminate or secure
the Iranian nuclear program’s strategic mate-
rials. Iran’s nuclear program has not been de-
stroyed, and the United States and our allies
now have far less visibility into the program
than we did while President Obama’s Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action with Iran was in
effect. The war has also depleted U.S. stocks
of critical munitions, creating a vulnerability for
the U.S. military in other theaters.

The war has also resulted in considerable
economic disruptions in the United States and
around the world. On average, gas prices
have risen by over $1 per gallon since the
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start of the war. When gas goes up, so does
the price of everything else. We saw that re-
flected in the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ May
report on inflation which showed prices in-
creasing at the fastest rate in three years. The
American people are paying every single day
for a war that no one voted for and Congress
has not authorized.

Now, President Trump is attempting to ne-
gotiate with Iran to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, which was not closed prior to the
start of the war. | welcome the international
community’s support for securing and main-
taining the security of the Strait. | also support
the ongoing ceasefire with Iran. But this
ceasefire extension must lead to a tangible
resolution to the war that provides for peace
and long-term stability in the Middle East. That
includes insisting that Israel honor its ceasefire
with Lebanon and cease and desist its use of
U.S. munitions in that conflict. This is not what
President Trump announced on June 14th.
The President's new agreement with Iran is
just a tenuous sixty-day extension of the exist-
ing ceasefire. It may result in an end to the
U.S. naval blockade of Iran and a reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz, but that remains to be
seen.

Furthermore, the ceasefire extension an-
nounced by President Trump does nothing to
resolve the most critical issues in this conflict,
such as the status of the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram, ballistic missile programs, frozen Iranian
financial assets, or imposed U.S. sanctions.
Without a resolution to these issues, long-term
peace and stability in the region will remain
out of reach.

Prior to the President’s war of choice, Iran
was an international pariah state. The Iranian
regime was guilty of heinous crimes and
human rights atrocities against its own people.
But President Trump’s war has allowed Iran to
recast itself as a victim in the eyes of many
around the world. Their regime is more
hardline, emboldened to continue to disrupt
security in the Middle East, and now have se-
rious economic leverage over the United
States and the world. The fault for this lies
squarely with President Trump.

HONORING EDWARD THEODORE
“TEDDY” RILEY

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Edward Theodore “Teddy” Riley, a vi-
sionary musician, producer, songwriter, and in-
novator whose extraordinary contributions to
American music have left an indelible mark on
generations of artists and listeners around the
world. Mr. Riley will be celebrated during this
year's Juneteenth commemoration at Indian-
apolis’ historic Madam C.J. Walker Legacy
Center located in the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, which I'm honored to represent here in
Congress.

Teddy Riley began as a child prodigy and
was playing instruments in church and working
in recording studios as a teenager. Few artists
can claim to have created an entirely new mu-
sical genre, launched the careers of future su-
perstars, influenced generations of musicians
around the world, and helped to redefine pop-
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ular music. Teddy Riley has accomplished all
four.

Widely recognized as the creator of New
Jack Swing, Teddy Riley revolutionized pop-
ular music by blending the rhythmic energy of
hip-hop with the soulful melodies of R&B. He
helped define the sound of an era and trans-
formed the landscape of contemporary music
through his creativity and pioneering spirit. His
influence can be heard in countless recordings
and continues to shape artists across genres
to this day.

Over a career spanning more than four dec-
ades, Mr. Riley produced, wrote, and per-
formed some of the most iconic songs in mod-
ern music. His work with legendary artists
helped launch chart-topping hits and platinum-
selling albums, including collaborations with
Michael Jackson (“Remember the Time” and
“Dangerous”), Bobby Brown (“My Preroga-
tive”), Keith Sweat, Stevie Wonder, Doug E.
Fresh, Kool Moe Dee, and many others. As a
founding member of the acclaimed groups
Guy and Blackstreet, he further cemented his
place in music history with timeless classics
that remain beloved by audiences around the
world, including his Grammy Award-winning hit
“No Diggity”.

Beyond his commercial success, Teddy Ril-
ey’s legacy is one of innovation, mentorship,
and artistic excellence. His groundbreaking
production techniques helped bridge musical
genres, expand creative possibilities for future
generations, and elevate the cultural impact of
Black music throughout the world. His con-
tributions have earned him widespread ac-
claim, including two Grammy Awards, the Soul
Train Award, the Hip-Hop Hall of Fame, and a
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. He is
recognized as one of the most influential pro-
ducers in modern music history.

Mr. Speaker, Teddy Riley’s remarkable ca-
reer stands as a testament to the power of
creativity, perseverance, and innovation. As he
is celebrated during this Juneteenth in Indian-
apolis, | ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing his extraordinary achievements and
enduring contributions today to American
music and culture.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF WALT AND
RITA TUCHALSKI

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to join with the family and friends of Walt
and Rita Tuchalski in expressing congratula-
tions to this remarkable couple on their 50th
wedding anniversary.

Married on June 19, 1976, Walt and Rita
have enjoyed notable professional success in
their respective careers throughout their years
as residents of southcentral Pennsylvania.

Walt has entered his 28th year as a radio
and digital marketing consultant in Gettysburg.
He is also a proud U.S. Army Veteran. Rita
made her mark in sales, advertising, pro-
motions, and special events.

On behalf of everyone in Adams County
and the entire 13th Congressional District, |
congratulate Walt and Rita on this significant
milestone, and thank Walt for his military serv-
ice to our country.

E587

May their 50th wedding anniversary kindle
fond memories of all the people, places, and
experiences that are especially meaningful to
them.

————

RECOGNIZING ADAM STOLL UPON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH
SERVICE

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Adam Stoll, who is finishing 27 years
of outstanding work at the Congressional Re-
search Service. Members of Congress and
their staff who are engaged with Federal edu-
cation and labor policy have benefitted from
his wisdom and professionalism, as well as
the work of the many CRS analysts, special-
ists, and research assistants that he has sup-
ported and developed throughout his career.
He has been an exemplary analyst, mentor,
manager, and thought leader in his different
roles during his tenure at CRS and has con-
tributed greatly to providing authoritative and
nonpartisan analysis to assist Congress.

Adam earned a bachelor's degree in polit-
ical science from American University, a mas-
ter's degree in politics and education from Co-
lumbia University, and a doctorate in Social
Policy from Brandeis University. Before joining
CRS, Adam was an Evaluation Officer at the
Lila and DeWitt Wallace-Reader's Digest
Funds, designing evaluations for large national
demonstration projects, and a Governmental
and Professional Liaison Associate at the
American Educational Research Association.

Since he began his service at CRS in 1999,
Adam has been a nationally recognized expert
on numerous postsecondary education issues,
including student loans, college costs and
prices, the federal needs analysis system
used to determine student eligibility for various
sources of financial aid, and the relationship
between higher education tax credits and tra-
ditional student aid. After a distinguished and
cherished career as a Specialist in Social Leg-
islation, Adam began a lengthy career in man-
agement at CRS. From 2006 until 2023, Adam
served as Section Research Manager for the
Education and Labor Section in the Domestic
Social Policy division at CRS, leading a group
of analysts who support Congress on issues
pertaining to education, workforce develop-
ment, and labor standards. Since 2023, Adam
has served as the DSP Deputy Assistant Di-
rector. Congress has indicated strong interest
in CRS pursuing advanced data analytics, and
Adam has played a key role in fostering the
use of advanced analytic methods in CRS in
its support to Congress. He has also has
served on numerous Service-wide strategic
planning groups and committees, including
chairing a two-year study group that examined
the alignment between the work being done at
CRS and its workforce composition. Through-
out his management roles, Adam has focused
on helping his colleagues excel as CRS ana-
lysts and research assistants, so that they
could provide Congress with exemplary serv-
ice. While Adam’s dedication to CRS’ mission
has been steadfast, his commitment to sup-
porting the analysts and research assistants
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that he supervised has been even greater and
has endured even as his roles at CRS have
changed.

As Adam retires to spend more time with his
growing family, | know that his colleagues at
CRS will miss him, and so will we. | thank and
congratulate Adam on an outstanding career.
He has made a positive difference for students
in postsecondary education and has served
our Nation well in his capacity as a manager,
which is a testament to his hard work and
dedication. | wish him a long, healthy, and
happy retirement.

————

RECOGNIZING GAVIN MINICH ON
HIS OFFER OF APPOINTMENT TO
ATTEND THE UNITED STATES
MILITARY ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay spe-
cial tribute to an outstanding student from
Ohio’s 5th Congressional District. | am
pleased to announce that Gavin Minich of
Bloomdale, Ohio, has been offered an ap-
pointment to the United States Military Acad-
emy in West Point, New York.

Gavin’s offer of appointment permits him to
attend the United States Military Academy this
fall with the incoming Class of 2030. Attending
one of our Nation’s military academies not
only offers the opportunity to serve our country
but also guarantees a world-class education
while undertaking one of the most challenging
and rewarding experiences of his life. Gavin
brings a tremendous amount of leadership.
service, and dedication to the incoming Class
of 2030. While attending Elmwood High
School, he participated in National Honor So-
ciety, Quiz Bowl, student government, debate
club, and was on the honor role. Throughout
high school, Gavin was involved in cross
country, indoor track, and track and field,
earning his varsity letter. | am confident that
he will carry the lessons of his student and
athletic leadership to the Military Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Gavin Minich on his offer of
appointment to the United States Military
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available,
and | am positive that Gavin will excel during
his career at the Military Academy. | ask my
colleagues to join me in extending their best
wishes to him as he begins his service to our
Nation.

———

HONORING LAWRENCE E. “LARRY”’
STONE LIFETIME OF SERVICE

HON. SAM T. LICCARDO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. LICCARDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise along-
side my colleagues Congresswoman ZOE LOF-
GREN, Congressman JIMMY PANETTA, and Con-
gressman RO KHANNA, to honor a widely-re-
spected community leader, mentor, and friend.
Lawrence E. “Larry” Stone served more than
three decades as Santa Clara County Asses-
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sor, among his 47 years in public office. As
Santa Clara County’s longest-serving elected
official, we celebrate his contributions upon his
recent retirement.

First elected to public office in 1975, Stone
served on the Sunnyvale City Council for 16
years, including two terms as mayor. In 1994,
voters elected him to the role of Santa Clara
County Assessor. As Assessor, Stone super-
vised $8 billion in properly tax revenue and
managed a roll of more than 500,000 prop-
erties, which incurred a 500 percent increase
in value during his time in office. During his
tenure, he returned $35 million to the county’s
general fund while adding only one person to
the payroll. For thirty years—through eco-
nomic booms and downturns alike—he con-
sistently delivered complete, on-time assess-
ment rolls within budget, earning stellar audit
results and strengthening confidence in the of-
fice’s performance. His work ensured trans-
formative funding for our region’s schools and
communities.

A tireless and deeply dedicated public serv-
ant, Stone was among the first to arrive at
work and last to leave, often remarking that he
preferred workdays to weekends. He instilled
a strong sense of urgency within the office,
pushing for efficiency, responsiveness, and
customer service. In his final years in office,
he modernized the Assessor's Office’s out-
dated software and database, ensuring its
ability to continue serving Santa Clara County
into the future.

As a leader, Stone welcomed discussion on
major decisions, but once resolved, he acted
decisively and expected others to move with
equal urgency. While relishing the independ-
ence of elected office and enjoying the polit-
ical process—never losing an election in his
decades of service—he remained grounded in
results, believing that strong performance was
the best campaign. He stood up publicly for
good government and reliably spoke out when
powerful figures misused resources or misled
the public.

Among local elected officials, Stone is
known as a political “godfather.” Politicians
routinely ask him for advice and for support,
and he became the go-to leader on dozens of
commissions, task forces, and nonprofit
boards. In 1990, he convened Silicon Valley
power brokers to help Bill Clinton learn about
tech and the innovation economy, which trans-
formed into support for Clinton’s winning presi-
dential campaign. Later, Vice President Al
Gore drew inspiration for “reinventing govern-
ment” from reforms that Stone helped imple-
ment in Sunnyvale.

Stone’s forthrightness, quotable humor, and
keen insights continue to attract reporters
seeking someone who will say what nobody
else has the courage to utter publicly. Stone
and his gracious wife, Carmen, are sought-
after guests at nonprofit events and gener-
ously support local causes, particularly the
arts. Larry invests heavily in affordable hous-
ing projects throughout the region and repeat-
edly champions the region’s efforts to build
stadiums and land professional sports teams.
Stone also continues to drive the Downtown
San Jose Rotary Club, one of the largest and
most actively philanthropic clubs in the Nation,
where he served as a past president.

Larry Stone spent his career elevating pub-
lic service, and local government. He leaves
his own service to Santa Clara County know-
ing that he made his community stronger than
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when he found it. His legacy of principled pub-
lic service will benefit our community for gen-
erations.

———

RECOGNIZING MASTER SERGEANT
RAYMOND STIER

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Master Sergeant Raymond Stier for
his dedication to public service and his contin-
ued commitment to serving our Nation.

Raymond Stier, a member of the Richmond
Board of Education and a veteran with dec-
ades of military experience, has faithfully
served both his community and his country.
Beginning his term on the Board of Education
in 2025, Raymond worked to fulfill his respon-
sibilities while deployed overseas with the
United States Air Force, participating in meet-
ings remotely whenever possible.

Even while serving in a combat zone, Ray-
mond remained committed to the students,
families, and educators of his district. His will-
ingness to answer the call of duty while con-
tinuing to support his community reflects the
highest ideals of public service, sacrifice, and
patriotism.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and congratulating Raymond
Stier for his dedication, sacrifice, and service
to our Nation. We are grateful for his steadfast
commitment and thank him for his contribu-
tions to our country.

RECOGNIZING GREG RISLOV’S 50
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
SOUTH DAKOTA PUBLIC UTILI-
TIES COMMISSION

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Greg Rislov for an
exceptional 50 years of dedicated service to
the people of South Dakota through his work
at the South Dakota Public Utilities Commis-
sion.

Since joining the Public Utilities Commission
in 1976, Greg has played a vital role in ensur-
ing reliable and affordable utility service for
South Dakotans. Throughout his career as an
analyst, division director, and advisor to the
Commission, he has provided expertise on
countless energy, telecommunications, and in-
frastructure matters.

Having served as a Public Utilities Commis-
sioner, | had the opportunity to witness first-
hand Greg's professionalism, institutional
knowledge, and unwavering commitment to
public service. For five decades, he has been
a trusted resource to commissioners, staff,
and stakeholders across South Dakota.

Greg'’s contributions have helped guide our
state through significant changes in the utility
industry while always keeping the interests of
South Dakota consumers at the forefront. |
thank Greg for his remarkable career and his
lasting service to the people of South Dakota.
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His dedication is worthy of recognition and ap-
preciation from both the House of Representa-
tives and the state he has faithfully served for
50 years.

—————

HONORING MISS PRESLEY BEN-
NETT MISS ARKANSAS' TEEN
2026

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and congratulate Miss Presley
Bennett of White Hall, Arkansas, on being
crowned Miss Arkansas’ Teen 2026. At just 17
years old, Presley has distinguished herself
through her talent, leadership, service, and
commitment to making a positive difference in
the lives of others.

Competing as Miss Saline County’s Teen,
Presley impressed judges with a dynamic Mi-
chael Jackson-inspired tap dance performance
and demonstrated exceptional poise and char-
acter throughout the competition. Equally note-
worthy is her dedication to youth mental health
advocacy through her community service ini-
tiative, Peaceful Places. Through this impor-
tant effort, Presley works to promote mental
health awareness and well-being in schools,
encouraging students to prioritize emotional
wellness and foster supportive environments
for their peers.

| recently had the pleasure of meeting Pres-
ley during her visit to Washington, D.C., when
she stopped by my office. It was a privilege to
learn more about her accomplishments, aspi-
rations, and dedication to serving others. Pres-
ley exemplifies the talent, character, and lead-
ership that have earned her this distinguished
title. Her accomplishments during the Miss Ar-
kansas’ Teen competition were extraordinary.
She earned a total of $13,750 in scholarships
and awards, including recognition for Overall
On-Stage Conversation, Preliminary Health
and Fitness, the Sharon Evans Bale We Are
More Award, and Overall Arrival. Her title as
Miss Arkansas’ Teen also includes a $10,000
scholarship sponsored by Pafford EMS, further
supporting her educational aspirations and fu-
ture success.

As Miss Arkansas’ Teen, Presley will spend
the coming year serving as a statewide am-
bassador for the Miss Arkansas Scholarship
Program, making appearances across Arkan-
sas while promoting her platform and inspiring
young people throughout our state. Her exam-
ple of service, confidence, and leadership re-
flects the very best of Arkansas’s next genera-
tion.

In September 2026, Presley will proudly rep-
resent the Natural State at Miss America’s
Teen 2027, to be held at the Palm Beach
County Convention Center in West Palm
Beach, Florida. There she will compete along-
side delegates from all 50 states, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands for the national title.

The Miss Arkansas Scholarship Program,
an official state preliminary to Miss America,
has long been dedicated to empowering
young women through scholarship, service,
leadership, and personal achievement. Presley
Bennett embodies each of these values and
serves as an outstanding representative of this
mission.
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On behalf of the people of Arkansas, | con-
gratulate Presley Bennett on this remarkable
achievement and commend her for her dedi-
cation to service, academic excellence, and
advocacy. | join her family, friends, and com-
munity in wishing her continued success as
she represents Arkansas on the national stage
and inspires others through her leadership and
example.

RECOGNIZING ANGEL REINS
HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a special occasion and the impactful
work being done in Minnesota’s 6th Congres-
sional District.

Minnesota’s 6th District is home to many
great organizations. One such organization is
Angel Reins, which not only provides a loving
home for rescue horses, but provides vet-
erans, survivors of human trafficking, and oth-
ers suffering from PTSD, depression, anxiety,
and grief with a peaceful place to relax and
heal. The horse-human connection that Angel
Reins fosters helps survivors heal and experi-
ence meaningful change.

In commemoration of Flag Day, it was an
honor to recognize Angel Reins at the dedica-
tion of their new facility, the Rescue Ridge,
commonly known as “The Ridge.” On Flag
Day, June 14, 2026, The Ridge was officially
dedicated with a Flag Raising Ceremony. This
new cabin will serve as a gathering place for
all those served by Angel Reins. | am thrilled
that both the American flag and the old Min-
nesota flag were proudly flown. They will con-
tinue to fly proudly day after day.

To the Combat Veterans who raised the flag
they so bravely fought for and defended, |
thank them. Their service and sacrifice do not
go unnoticed.

The partnership between Angel Reins, the
St. Cloud VFW, the Combat Veterans Motor-
cycle Association, and others is truly making a
difference in the lives of Minnesota’s veterans.

It was great to see so many people come
together in our district to support this noble
cause. The community engagement on this
was truly inspiring to see. From local business
leaders and project sponsors to community
partners and our veterans, the hope and heal-
ing that Angel Reins brings is something only
patriotic Minnesotans could come together to
accomplish.

In the 250th year of our great Nation, it is
an honor to recognize Angel Reins and its
partners’ dedication to our veterans and others
in need.

———

INTRODUCTION THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA COURTS JUDICIAL VA-
CANCY REDUCTION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 18, 2026
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-

duce the District of Columbia Courts Judicial
Vacancy Reduction Act, which would expedite
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the appointment of local D.C. judges. Senator
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN is introducing the com-
panion bill.

The longstanding judicial vacancy crisis in
the local D.C. courts has existed regardless of
which party controls the presidency and the
Senate because the president and the Senate
are, understandably, more focused on nomi-
nees to the federal courts and the executive
branch than to the local D.C. courts. The sole
purpose of this bill is to protect public safety
and promote justice by ending the judicial va-
cancy crisis in the local D.C. courts, which
delays the resolution of criminal and civil
cases. This bill has nothing to do with D.C.
statehood or home rule. Although D.C. will
control the local D.C. courts when it becomes
a state and Congress can—and should—give
D.C. control over the local D.C. courts now,
this bill would not give D.C. any new authority
over the local D.C. courts.

Under the D.C. Home Rule Act, D.C. has no
control over the organization or jurisdiction of
the local D.C. courts, including the nomination
and appointment of judges. A seven-member
commission, which is comprised of federal,
D.C. and private-sector appointees, submits to
the president a list of three persons for each
vacancy on the local D.C. courts. The presi-
dent must nominate, and, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, appoint one person
from the list. If the president fails to nominate
one of the persons from the list within 60
days, the commission must nominate, and,
with the advice and consent of the Senate, ap-
point one of the persons from the list.

This bill would not change the role of the
president or the commission in the appoint-
ment of local D.C. judges. Instead, it would
apply the current congressional review proc-
ess for bills enacted by D.C. to the appoint-
ment of local D.C. judges. Upon nomination,
local D.C. judges would be appointed after the
expiration of a 30-day congressional review
period, unless a resolution disapproving of the
appointment was enacted into law during the
period.

Local D.C. judges are non-Article Ill judges.
The Constitution only requires Senate ap-
proval of Article Il judges—that is, judges on
the federal district courts, the federal appeals
courts and the U.S. Supreme Court. Congress
has the discretion to decide how non-Article Ill
judges will be appointed, and it has chosen to
subject some non-Atrticle Il judges to Senate
approval, but not others. For example, Con-
gress has not given itself any role in the ap-
pointment of bankruptcy or administrative law
judges. This bill would strike a middle ground.
Congress would retain authority to block the
appointment of local D.C. judges, but it would
only have a limited period to do so.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

————

HONORING RAIZ FEDERAL CREDIT
UNION

HON. VERONICA ESCOBAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Raiz Federal Credit
Union as it celebrates its 90th anniversary of
service to the people of El Paso.

Founded in 1936 by seven visionary edu-
cators as the El Paso Teachers Federal Credit
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Union, Raiz was built on a belief that when
communities invest in one another, families
thrive. Through generations of change and
challenge, Raiz has remained a trusted part-
ner for teachers, workers, and families across
our region. Since 2019, more than 53,000 indi-
viduals have participated in Raiz’s financial
education programs, helping families build
stronger financial futures. Raiz has also
awarded more than 160 scholarships, grants.
and community awards, while employees have
contributed more than 4,100 hours in support
of local organizations and initiatives.

Featured on the award-winning TV show
Opportunity Knocks, Raiz was highlighted for
their excellence as a financial leader, helping
El Pasoans purchase homes, build credit,
overcome financial challenges, and build
brighter futures. | congratulate Raiz Federal
Credit Union on this remarkable milestone and
wish them continued success in the years
ahead.

————
HONORING CHAMBERS COUNTY
JUDGE FRANK JAMES “JIMMY”
SYLVIA, JR.
HON. BRIAN BABIN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a good friend and respected leader of
Chambers County, Texas—County Judge
Frank James "Jimmy” Sylvia, Jr. For three
decades, Judge Sylvia has guided Chambers
County through a remarkable period of growth
and transformation. On December 31, 2026,
Judge Sylvia will retire from public office as
the longest-serving county judge in Texas,
concluding a distinguished career.

Judge Sylvia was born on October 5, 1955,
in Seattle, Washington, but moved to Texas
as soon as he could. The Sylvia family has
been a pillar of the Old River community in
Chambers County for decades. Jimmy was a
standout athlete on the 1971 Barbers Hill High
School football team, which won the Class 1
A co-state championship. He graduated from
Barbers Hill in 1974 and was named a Distin-
guished Alumnus in 2010. Judge Sylvia con-
tinued his football and academic pursuits at
Sam Houston State University, where he grad-
uated in 1979. Jimmy has often attributed the
values he learned playing team sports to his
success in serving the public. Anyone who
has worked with him knows that to be true.
Judge Sylvia’s service to Chambers County
began in 1993, when he was elected Commis-
sioner for Precinct 3. Following the untimely
passing of County Judge Oscar Nelson, he
was appointed to serve as County Judge, as-
suming the responsibilities as the chief admin-
istrator and budget officer of Chambers Coun-
ty. He was later elected to the position in 1998
and concludes his seventh consecutive four-
year term at the end of this year.

Over the last decade, Chambers County
has been one of the fastest-growing counties
in the nation and has become one of the most
desirable places to live in the Greater Houston
area. During his tenure in office, the county
population has more than doubled, as has the
number of county employees. Additionally, the
county budget expanded from $8.5 million in
1993 to $75.7 million today. Judge Sylvia has
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balanced the needs of rural rice-farming com-
munities, one of the largest and most critical
petrochemical complexes in the world, and the
development of once-rural communities as the
Houston region migrates further east.

In addition to his administrative and judicial
responsibilities, Judge Sylvia serves as the
county’s chief emergency management official.
During his tenure, Jimmy has been a steady
hand overseeing responses to Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, Humberto, Gustav, lke, Harvey,
Imelda, Laura, Beta, and Beryl, as well as the
2019 Atlas Air Crash, COVID-19, Winter
Storm Uri, and many others. His expertise has
been widely recognized across Texas, and he
has frequently been invited to speak at train-
ing programs for county judges, offering guid-
ance on disaster response and emergency op-
erations. For 17 years, Judge Sylvia has
hosted a Hurricane Workshop that brings to-
gether local, state, and federal organizations
to prepare for hurricane season. In May of this
year, he was awarded the Texas Emergency
Management Leadership Award in recognition
of his achievements that have demonstrated a
positive and significant impact on emergency
management programs or community resil-
ience, a well-deserved honor for a public serv-
ant who leads with integrity and a servant’s
heart.

| have worked closely with Judge Sylvia on
many projects, and the most significant was
the de-obligation of $9 million of Hurricane Ike
cleanup debt that FEMA erroneously charged
to Chambers County. His diligence and advo-
cacy were instrumental in resolving that issue.
Mr. Speaker, on December 31, 2026, Judge
Jimmy Sylvia will conclude three decades of
distinguished public service. | extend my
heartfelt congratulations to my friend and offer
my best wishes to his wife, Laura Lou, their
children, and grandchildren as they embark on
the next chapter of their lives. May God bless
Chambers County, and may He continue to
bless the Sylvia family.

HONORING MS. KRISTY EMBRY
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and honor Ms.
Kristy Embry upon the occasion of her retire-
ment after twenty-five years of distinguished
service with Disability Determination Services.

Ms. Embry has dedicated her professional
career to serving the citizens of Mississippi
with excellence, integrity, and compassion. A
graduate of Mississippi State University in
1998, she began her career with Disability De-
termination Services in 2001, embarking on a
path of public service that would positively im-
pact countless individuals and families across
our state.

In 2004, Ms. Embry joined the Division of
Legislative Relations, where she worked
closely with Members of Congress and state
legislators regarding Social Security disability
cases. Through her professionalism, respon-
siveness, and deep knowledge of the disability
determination process, she became a trusted
resource for legislative offices and constituents
seeking assistance.

Her dedication and leadership led to her
promotion as Director of the Non-Vocational
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Legislative Relations Team in 2015. In this
role, she has faithfully served for more than a
decade, overseeing critical operations and
helping ensure that Mississippians receive the
attention and support they deserve. Her com-
mitment to public service has earned the re-
spect and admiration of colleagues, elected of-
ficials, and citizens alike.

Ms. Embry is the daughter of William “Bill”
Norton and Jonnelle “Jonnie” Norton. In 2004,
she married Scott Embry, and together they
raised their daughter, Caroline Embry. Beyond
her professional accomplishments, she enjoys
cooking, baking, and traveling, passions that
reflect her warm spirit and love for family and
community.

On June 30, 2026, Ms. Embry will conclude
a remarkable career marked by dedication,
leadership, and faithful service to the people
of Mississippi. Her contributions to Disability
Determination Services and to the legislative
community have left a lasting legacy that will
be felt for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Kristy Embry for her out-
standing career and unwavering commitment
to public service. We congratulate her on her
well-earned retirement and extend our sincere
gratitude and best wishes for happiness, good
health, and success in the years ahead.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEDONE
RAULERSON PRACHAR

HON. AARON BEAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, some
people spend a lifetime building a community.
Others become the heart of one. In Baker
County, Florida, that person was Gedone
Raulerson Prachar.

Those who knew Gedone often said she
never met a stranger. Whether she was wel-
coming someone into her home, serving her
community, or advocating for causes she be-
lieved in, she had a unique gift of bringing
people together and making them feel like
family.

Today, | rise to honor the life and legacy of
this remarkable Floridian.

Gedone was a pioneer in local civic engage-
ment. She established the Baker County
Women’s Republican Club, opening doors for
women to participate in public service and en-
hancing grassroots leadership within the com-
munity.

She was an active member of the GFWC
Woman'’s Club of Macclenny, where she dedi-
cated herself to service and supporting the
community. Whether through organized efforts
or small acts of kindness, Gedone was always
ready to help.

Above all, Gedone cherished her family.
She shared 46 wonderful years of marriage
with her beloved husband, Chuck, and took
great pride in her family, including her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren,
whose lives were enriched by her love, sup-
port, and wisdom.

Mr. Speaker, as we remember Geclone, we
celebrate a life well lived and a legacy that will
continue to be felt throughout Northeast Flor-
ida. Her kindness, leadership, and servant’s
heart made her the kind of person every com-
munity hopes to have and never forgets.
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May her memory be a blessing, and may
her example continue to inspire us all.

HONORING JANET WINTER’S 100TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 18, 2026

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Janet Winter as she celebrates her
100th birthday.

Born on June 20, 1926, Janet spent her
early years in Larchmont, New York, and
South Chatham, Massachusetts. With a pas-
sion for art, Janet earned both her bachelor’s
degree from Smith College and master's de-
gree from Ohio State University in art history.
It was this talent that brought her to General
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Electric, where she worked in advertising and
met the love of her life, Robert “Bob” Asa
Winter. They married in 1954 and had two
children.

The family later moved to East Greenwich,
Rhode Island, where Janet continued her
studies at the Rhode Island School of Design,
before she and Bob moved to Orleans, Mas-
sachusetts, 1985. They became active volun-
teers at the Church of the Holy Spirit, where
Janet especially enjoyed her work with the
Sunday school and bell choir. Together, Janet
and Bob rediscovered their love for travel and
took many trips overseas.

A lifelong artist, Janet has excelled in many
mediums over the years, progressing from
Crayolas to oils, watercolors, ink, and colored
pencils. She found early success in painting
watercolor landscapes and later in commercial
work, creating cards, coloring books, jigsaw
puzzles, calendars, and novelty items for sev-
eral greeting card companies. Janet has won
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many awards for her work and has been high-
lighted in several one-woman museum shows.
She has also written and published three
Christmas books for children. Although retired
from commercial work, Janet continues to cre-
ate colored pencils illustrations for cards and
prints, including “grin and bear it” cards fea-
turing teddy bears with masks during the pan-
demic.

On June 20, 2026, Janet will celebrate her
100th birthday surrounded by friends and fam-
ily. Although Bob and her children are no
longer with us, Janet enjoys spending time
with her two grandchildren, extended family,
and many good friends with whom she is
grateful to share her “golden years.”

Mr. Speaker. | am proud to honor Janet
Winter, and | ask that my colleagues join me
in celebrating a century well lived and wishing
Janet many more years of health and happi-
ness.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $2913-82975

Measures Introduced: Twenty-three bills and four
resolutions were introduced, as follows: S.

4823-4845, and S. Res. 778—781. Pages $2935-36

Measures Reported:

S. 1898, to establish a demonstration program for
the active remediation of orbital debris and to re-
quire the development of uniform orbital debris
standard practices in order to support a safe and sus-
tainable orbital environment. (S. Rept. No.
119-128) Page S2934

Measures Passed:

Declaration of Independence Reaffirmation Act
of 2026: Senate passed S. 4828, to reaffirm the Dec-
laration of Independence as an Organic Law of the
United States. Pages $2918-20

MAP for Broadband Funding Act: Senate passed
S. 2585, to modernize and improve the Broadband
Funding Map in order to promote the most efficient
use of Federal funds for broadband deployment, after
agreeing to the committee amendment in the nature
of a substitute. Pages S$2922-24

House Messages:

21st Century Road to Housing Act—Agreement:
Senate resumed consideration of the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 6644, to in-
crease the supply of housing in America, taking ac-
tion on the following motions and amendments pro-
posed thereto: Pages S2913-17

Pending:

Thune motion to concur in the House amendment
to the Senate amendment to the bill, with Thune
(for Scott (SC)/Warren) Amendment No. 5823 (to
the House amendment to the Senate amendment), in
the nature of a substitute. Page S2913

Thune Amendment No. 5824 (to Amendment
No. 5823), to change the enactment date. Page S2913

During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

By 84 yeas to 8 nays (Vote No. 180), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn, having

voted in the affirmative, Senate agreed to the motion
to close further debate on Thune motion to concur
in the House amendment to the Senate amendment
to the bill, with Thune (for Scott (SC)/Warren)
Amendment No. 5823 (to the House amendment to
the Senate amendment) (listed above). Pages $2916-17
Thune motion to refer the message of the House
to accompany the bill to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs, with instructions,
Thune Amendment No. 5825, to change the enact-
ment date, fell when cloture was invoked on Thune
motion to concur in the House amendment to the
Senate amendment to the bill, with Thune (for Scott
(SC)/Warren) Amendment No. 5823 (to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment) (listed above).
Page S2917
Thune Amendment No. 5826 (to the instructions
(Amendment No. 5825) of the motion to refer), of
a perfecting nature, fell when Thune motion to refer
the message of the House to accompany the bill to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs, with instructions, Thune Amendment No.
5825 (listed above) fell. Page S2917
Thune Amendment No. 5827 (to Amendment
No. 5826), of a perfecting nature, fell when Thune
Amendment No. 5826 (to the instructions (Amend-
ment No. 5825) of the motion to refer) fell.
Page S2917
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that at approximately 3:00 p.m., on Monday,
June 22, 2026, Senate resume consideration of the
House message to accompany the bill, post-cloture;
and that at 5:30 p.m., Senate vote on adoption of
Thune motion to concur in the House amendment
to the Senate amendment to the bill, with Thune
(for Scott (SC)/Warren) Amendment No. 5823 (to
the House amendment to the Senate amendment).
Page S2975

Hostilities With Iran—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent-time agreement was reached providing that,
notwithstanding Rule XXII, at a time to be deter-
mined by the Majority Leader, in concurrence with
the Democratic Leader, no later than Thursday, June
25, 2026, H. Con. Res. 80, directing the President,
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pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolu-
tion, to remove United States Armed Forces from
hostilities with Iran, be discharged from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and Senate proceed to
its consideration; that there be six hours for debate
only with the time equally divided between the
Leaders, or their designees, on the concurrent resolu-
tion; and that following the use or yielding back of
that time, Senate vote on adoption of the concurrent
resolution. Page S2975

Owens Nomination—Agreement: A unanimous-
consent agreement was reached providing that, not-
withstanding Rule XXII, at a time to be determined
by the Majority Leader, in consultation with the
Democratic Leader, Senate begin consideration of the
nomination of Darrell Owens, of Pennsylvania, to be
U.S. Representative to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, with the rank of Ambas-
sador; and that the Senate vote on confirmation of
the nomination, without intervening action or de-
bate. Page S$2933

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 48 yeas to 39 nays (Vote No. 181), George
Holding, of North Carolina, to be United States Di-
rector of the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development. Pages $2920-22, S2924-26

2 Air Force nominations in the rank of general.

5 Army nominations in the rank of general.

2 Navy nominations in the rank of admiral.

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Marine
Corps, Navy. Pages S2974-75

Executive Communications: Page S2934

Executive Reports of Committees: Pages S2934-35

Additional Cosponsors: Pages $2936-37

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S2937-40

Additional Statements: Pages S$2933-34

Amendments Submitted: Pages $2940-73

Authorities for Committees to Meet:
Pages S2973-74

Privileges of the Floor: Page S2974

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today.
(Total—181) Pages S2917, $2925-26

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:40 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday, June
22, 2026. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page
S2975.)
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Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on  Commerce, Science, and Transportation:
Committee ordered favorably reported the following
business items:

S. 4668, to protect the name, image, and likeness
rights of, and provide protections for, student ath-
letes and to promote fair competition among inter-
collegiate athletics, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute; and

A promotion list in the Coast Guard.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine the nominations of Juan
Segura, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
(Western Hemisphere Affairs), and to be a Member
of the Board of Directors of the Inter-American
Foundation, Brendan Hanrahan, of New York, to be
an Assistant Secretary (European and Eurasian Af-
fairs), Rudolph Bauer, of South Carolina, to be Am-
bassador to Belize, Kari Lake, of Arizona, to be Am-
bassador to Jamaica, who was introduced by Senators
Hagerty and Lee, and Michael Vance, of Virginia, to
be an Assistant Secretary (Intelligence and Research),
all of the Department of State, after the nominees
testified and answered questions in their own behalf.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

S. 1133, to provide for media coverage of Federal
court proceedings;

S. 1146, to permit the televising of Supreme
Court proceedings;

S. 4591, to protect intellectual property rights in
the voice and visual likeness of individuals, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute; and

The nominations of Arthur Roberts Jones, and
John George Edward Marck, both to be a United
States District Judge for the Southern District of
Texas, and Benjamin M. Flowers, of Ohio, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit,
Matthew A. Schwartz, of New York, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit, Michael
J. Hendershot, to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of Ohio, Jeffrey T. Kuntz, to
be United States District Judge for the Southern
District of Florida, Don Richard Berthiaume, Jr., of
Virginia, to be Inspector General, Department of
Justice, and Sean Costello, to be United States At-
torney for the Southern District of Alabama.
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House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 4 public
bills, H.R. 9327-9380; and 7 resolutions, H.J. Res.
197; and H. Res. 1371-1376 were introduced.

Pages H4124-26

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H4127-28

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R. 425, to repeal the Corporate Transparency
Act, with an amendment (H. Rept. 119-701);

H.R. 941, to amend the Equal Credit Oppor-
tunity Act to provide for an effective date and a
temporary safe harbor for compliance with certain
small business lending data collection rules, and for
other purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept.
119-702);

H.R. 8290, to require the use of the voice and
vote of the United States to oppose any quota in-
crease at the International Monetary Fund for mem-
ber countries that employ certain exchange rate prac-
tices, and for other purposes, with amendments (H.
Rept. 119-703);

H.R. 8671, to require the Federal banking agen-
cies to conduct a study on the use of advanced tech-
nologies in fraud detection and prevention, with par-
ticular attention to community financial institutions,
and for other purposes, with an amendment (H.
Rept. 119-704);

H.R. 2715, to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to extend the destruction authority of
the Secretary of Health and Human Services to arti-
cles that present a significant public health concern,
and for other purposes, with an amendment (H.
Rept. 119-705); and

H.R. 2821, to require the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, acting through the Commissioner

of Food and Drugs, to publish a final rule relating
to nonclinical testing methods (H. Rept. 119-706).
Pages H4123-24

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Griffith to act as Speaker
pro tempore for today. Page H4121

Senate Referral: S. 4822 was held at the desk.
Page H4122

Senate Message: Message from the Senate appears
on pages H4121-22.

Quorum Calls—Votes: There were no Yea and Nay
votes, and there were no Recorded votes. There were
no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:02 a.m.

Committee Meetings
No hearings were held.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR MONDAY,
JUNE 22, 2026

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.



D640

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —DAILY DIGEST

June 18, 2026

Next Meeting of the SENATE
3 p.m., Monday, June 22

Senate Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration
of the House message to accompany H.R. 6644, 21st

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
12 noon, Monday, June 22

House Chamber

Program for Monday: House will meet in Pro Forma
session at 12 p.m.

Century ROAD to Housing Act, post-cloture, and vote
on adoption of Thune motion to concur in the House
amendment to the Senate amendment to the bill, with
Thune (for Scott (SC)/Warren) Amendment No. 5823 (to
the House amendment to the Senate amendment), in the
nature of a substitute, at 5:30 p.m.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue
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