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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KENNEDY of Utah). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 3, 2026. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE KEN-
NEDY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2026, the Chair will now recognize 
Members from lists submitted by the 
majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VIRGIN ISLANDS 
HISTORY MONTH 

(Ms. PLASKETT of the Virgin Islands 
was recognized to address the House for 
5 minutes.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Virgin Islands 
history month, a time to honor the ex-
traordinary story of a people whose 
courage, resilience, and sacrifice have 
shaped not only our beautiful islands 
but this great Nation itself. 

One hundred and eight years ago, on 
March 31, 1917, the islands of St. Croix, 
St. Thomas, and St. John were trans-

ferred from Denmark to the United 
States in the costliest per-acre land 
purchase in American history. The 25 
million in gold bullion paid for our is-
lands was shipped to Copenhagen from 
the United States. No provisions were 
made for the people who lived there. No 
vote was taken by the Virgin Islanders 
themselves. 

Many great nations and conquerors 
have tried to keep us voiceless and 
marginalized. Yet, good, strong, 
blessed people can never be kept down. 
We have always found a way, from our 
beginning until today. 

Virgin Islanders have always been 
revolutionary. From the very first re-
corded history of our islands, the peo-
ple of Ay-Ay, present-day St. Croix, 
met Columbus with the first armed re-
sistance in the so-called New World. 

In the 1700s the Akwamu people of 
St. John took and held their freedom 
for almost a year, forcing colonial pow-
ers to bring an armada to break their 
hold. In 1848, we became one of only 
two places in the Western Hemisphere 
to gain freedom through the direct and 
violent overthrow of enslavement. 

Our islands gave this Nation Alex-
ander Hamilton, who learned his genius 
for finance in the merchant house of 
St. Croix, from the African counting 
systems, Dutch ledgers, and others. We 
have given the United States Abraham 
Markoe, the designer of the 13 stripes 
in the American flag. Denmark Vesey 
gave up his freedom in pursuit of lib-
eration in South Carolina. We have 
also given the United States Edward 
Wilmot Blyden, our son, the father of 
Pan-Africanism; Camille Pissarro, the 
founder of Impressionism; and William 
Leidesdorff, the early pioneer and 
founder of present-day San Francisco. 

In the mid-1900s, Virgin Islanders 
came to Washington and petitioned to 
be included in the draft, asking to send 
our sons to defend a country that 
would not yet defend us. We have given 
America generals, diplomats, states-
men, scientists, artists, and athletes. 

We have sacrificed in military serv-
ice at three times the national average, 
fighting for a commander-in-chief we 
do not elect. 

I am a limited voting Delegate. I 
serve on committees. I fight for my 
constituents. I show up every single 
day. However, when the final vote is 
called on legislation that will directly 
affect my people, the people of the Vir-
gin Islands, I cannot cast that vote. We 
are full Americans in responsibility but 
partial Americans in right. That must 
change. 

Our territory has faced enormous 
challenges. Hurricanes Irma and Maria 
devastated our infrastructure, tested 
the will of our people. We still rebuild. 

We are fighting for SSI expansion so 
that elderly and disabled Virgin Island-
ers receive the same Federal safety net 
their fellow Americans on the main-
land receive. We are fighting for inclu-
sion of territories in Federal programs 
that every other American takes for 
granted. We are fighting, as we have al-
ways fought, for the full promise of an 
American Dream to extend to our 
shores. 

We have tools now that our ancestors 
did not: Federal investments in our 
ports, our energy grid, our schools, 
community project funding, and a 
growing network of advocates. But 
tools are only as powerful as the hands 
that wield them. 

As we observe Virgin Islands History 
Month, I want to speak directly to 
every Virgin Islander. We are the de-
scendants of people who refuse to ac-
cept their circumstances as permanent. 
We are the heirs of a revolutionary tra-
dition that predates this Republic, and 
we have the power to reimagine and re-
build a Virgin Islands that our ances-
tors would recognize as worthy of ev-
erything they endured. 

That means engaging fully in our De-
mocracy at every level. It means elect-
ing leaders who will fight for terri-
torial equity. It means our young peo-
ple pursuing education and eventually 
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returning home to lead. It means our 
businesses innovating, our farmers 
growing, artists creating, community 
organizations building, and it means a 
local government managing systems 
that work for all and not just benefit a 
few. It means demanding loudly, per-
sistently with history behind us and 
without cowering for fear that this Na-
tion treat the people of the territories 
as full and equal American citizens we 
are. 

Mr. Speaker, let us celebrate in our 
actions Virgin Islands History Month. 

f 

FUNDING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to express my 
deep concern over the lapse in funding 
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Every single day that we fail to 
provide DHS with the necessary re-
sources, the risks facing the American 
people dramatically increase. 

The security of our homeland should 
never be a bargaining chip. Instead of 
prioritizing the safety of the American 
people, Democrats have chosen to 
weaponize the appropriations process 
for political leverage. This is not how 
our Democracy was founded to operate. 
Americans continue to bear the con-
sequences of Democrats engaging in po-
litical theater. 

As we return to the floor for a vote, 
Members of Congress must set aside 
partisan agendas and personal politics. 
Our first duty is to protect the citizens 
that we serve. 

With the war in Iran, we have 
reached an increase in global insta-
bility. In moments like this, we should 
be strengthening our Homeland Secu-
rity posture and not allowing it to 
lapse. 

An unfunded Department of Home-
land Security sends the wrong message 
to our adversaries and leaves our 
homeland vulnerable. It is neither a 
safe nor responsible act. It is a failure 
of Congress not to have met one of its 
most fundamental obligations. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve better. The American people de-
serve leadership that puts their safety 
first. It is time to end the theatrics. It 
is time to fund DHS. It is time to fulfill 
and protect this Nation. 

RECOGNIZING JORDAN OTT 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to recognize a native of 
McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania, Jordan 
Ott, who is the head coach of the Phoe-
nix Suns. 

As a three-sport athlete at 
McConnellsburg High School, Coach 
Ott has always dreamed of working for 
a professional sports team. That goal 
was recognized in 2013 when he joined 
the Atlanta Hawks as a video coordi-
nator. 

Coach Ott went on to serve as an as-
sistant coach with three NBA teams. 

Last June, he was hired as the head 
coach of the Suns, where he was named 
NBA’s Western Conference Coach of the 
Month for January. 

A former high school teammate de-
scribed Coach Ott as someone who will 
accomplish everything and take credit 
for nothing. What a coach. 

That is a character trait worth emu-
lating by individuals throughout all of 
Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict. In fact, it is worth emulating 
throughout all of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer best wishes to 
Coach Ott for continued success that 
exceeds his incredible expectations 
that will continue to rise throughout 
the NBA. 
HONORING SNIDER FAMILY OF BEDFORD COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to honor the Snider 
family of Bedford County, Pennsyl-
vania, on the selection of their oper-
ation as a recipient of the National 
Beef Quality Assurance Award. 

Singing Brook Farm is a third-gen-
eration farm currently managed by 
Ross Snider and his sister Greta 
Halahan. 

Founded by Obie and Mary Ann 
Snider in 1951, Singing Brook Farms 
was later operated by their son, Bruce. 
Notably, Singing Brook Farms is an es-
tablished leader in education and advo-
cacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 
Snider family on receiving the Na-
tional Beef Quality Assurance Award. 
Their commitment to agriculture con-
tinues to benefit all of the constituents 
of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional 
District. 

HONORING CLAYSBURG-KIMMEL ELEMENTARY 
FIRST LEGO LEAGUE TEAM 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, it is with pride that I rise to 
honor the Claysburg-Kimmel Elemen-
tary FIRST LEGO League Team that 
captured the championship in the Best 
Robot Design category during regional 
competition. 

What is most impressive about the 
achievement of these fifth and sixth 
graders is that they were the first 
LEGO Club at Claysburg-Kimmel Ele-
mentary that only formed last fall. 

During the competition, students 
demonstrated their robot creations and 
offered presentations on how their ro-
bots would function in real-world set-
tings. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate this 
team from Claysburg-Kimmel, their 
teachers and coaches Suzanne Wicker 
and Brandon Ickes, as well as elemen-
tary school principal Kevin Edmondson 
and Superintendent Darren McLaurin 
on this incredible achievement. Best 
wishes for continued success. 

f 

FACING AN INFLECTION POINT IN 
THIS NATION AND THE WORLD 
(Ms. MCBRIDE of Delaware was recog-

nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today at an inflection point for our Na-
tion and the world. 

Both here at home and abroad, fami-
lies are facing the crushing weight of 
Donald Trump’s chaotic and cruel lead-
ership. At home, inflation is driving up 
costs around the country, and my 
neighbors are struggling to afford their 
utility bills, their health insurance, 
and their groceries. 

In cities across our country, masked 
paramilitary agents are brutally mur-
dering American citizens, disappearing 
immigrants without due process, and 
acting with cheered-on cruelty that 
mirrors a secret police force. 

Overseas, this President has launched 
more military strikes against more 
countries than any President in his-
tory. He is circumventing Congress and 
ignoring international rules. He is 
emboldening authoritarians and insult-
ing our allies. Just this past weekend, 
the United States began yet another 
war of choice in the Middle East based 
on misrepresented intelligence and un-
certain objectives. 

Already six Americans have trag-
ically died in this avoidable conflict. 
Whether a full-scale ground war 
unfolds now or not, this President’s 
shoot-first-ask-questions-later foreign 
policy inevitably leads to one place 
globally: death, destruction, and desta-
bilization. 

Mr. Speaker, this year marks the 
250th year since the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence. In the cen-
tury and a half since, our country has 
faced several inflection points. In each 
one, we are faced with a choice: Do we 
destroy, or do we build? Do we destroy 
our Union, our Constitution, and our 
democracy, or do we choose to build a 
more perfect Union? 

We seem to face one of these inflec-
tion points every 80 years, when the 
last living memory of the previous in-
flection point fades as the last genera-
tion that remembers it disappears. 
When living memory of the Revolution 
faded, we faced a Civil War. Eighty 
years after that, as a Great Depression 
raged, many in America called for a 
dictator to emulate the strong men in 
Europe. 

Mr. Speaker, now as we lose the last 
of the Greatest Generation, we are 
once again seeing destroyers calling 
into question our democracy. 

b 1215 
Mr. Speaker, destroyers thrive in a 

culture of cynicism. They exploit it for 
their own gain. They want to destroy 
our government and sell it for parts. 
They want to destroy our attention 
span and mine what little remains for 
advertising dollars. They want to de-
stroy housing and healthcare so that 
they can consolidate power by doling 
out the scraps. 

They want to destroy jobs and the 
American worker by unleashing un-
regulated technology that leaves the 
rich richer and everyone else behind. 
They want to destroy international in-
stitutions and rules so that the strong 
can plunder the weak. 

Perhaps most dangerously, they want 
to destroy the central ingredient of our 
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democracy, which is our hope in a bet-
ter future and our faith in one another. 
The bedrock of democracy is the faith 
that things can change because people 
can change. 

In this world where it feels like every 
force is pulling us apart and where the 
platforms we live on can leave us feel-
ing like politics and persuasion are 
pointless, amidst all of that, I have 
good news. While real disagreements 
exist and while our politics and this 
place don’t always bring out the best in 
us, I see every day back in Delaware 
that we are not as divided as the algo-
rithms make it seem. 

Whether I am meeting with 
healthcare providers or educators, 
farmers or first responders, students or 
seniors, whether I am in red areas or 
blue areas, I see that people are good 
and kind and decent. 

While it may be easier to destroy, I 
see that we still have the capacity to 
build something better. 

We can build the housing of tomor-
row that makes the American Dream 
of homeownership within reach, a 
healthcare system that allows every 
American to live and to thrive. 

We can be truly profamily by build-
ing a cradle-through-career support 
system with paid leave, universal 
childcare, and strong public schools so 
that it is actually affordable to start a 
family. 

We can build an economy of the fu-
ture that protects workers and guaran-
tees that the new prosperity made pos-
sible by new technologies are shared by 
the many and not concentrated with 
the few. 

We can do hard things, Mr. Speaker, 
if we are willing to do the hard work. 
We can do the hard work of hope, the 
hard work of changemaking, of choos-
ing grace over grievance, of learning 
from history so that we are not doomed 
to relive it. 

Mr. Speaker, if there is one enduring 
truth, it is that we can still tap peo-
ple’s better angels if we choose to see 
them. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 

H.R. 972. An act to amend the Sloan Can-
yon National Conservation Area Act to ad-
just the boundary of the Sloan Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 2815. An act to provide equitable 
treatment for the people of the Village Cor-
poration established for the Native Village of 
Saxman, Alaska, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment a concurrent resolution of the 
House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 72. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony as 
part of the commemoration of the days of re-
membrance of victims of the Holocaust. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 1070. An act to establish a National 
STEM Week to promote American innova-
tion and enhance STEM education pathways 
for all students, including those in rural, 
urban, and underserved communities. 

S. 2245. An act to amend the Digital Coast 
Act to improve the acquisition, integration, 
and accessibility of data of the Digital Coast 
program and to extend the program. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of 10 U.S.C. 
4355(a), as amended by Public Law 118– 
159, the Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, appoints the following 
individual to serve as a member of the 
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Military 
Academy: 

The Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
PETERS) (Appropriations). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 98–183, as 
amended by Public Law 103–419, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore and upon the recommendation 
of the Majority Leader, appoints the 
following individual to the United 
States Commission on Civil Rights for 
a term of six years: 

Sara Frankenstein vice Gail Heriot. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CRANK) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. As nation 
rises against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, as famines and trage-
dies surround us, let us not be dis-
tressed or deceived. For it is in times 
like these, when wars and rumors of 
wars overwhelm our sense of certainty 
and security, that we lose sight of Your 
righteousness and doubt Your hand in 
our lives. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Show us 
what right is. For far more righteous 
than our attempts at vengeance, and 
far more just than our own sense of 
justice, is Your holy wrath and judg-
ment against all that undermines Your 
design for peace and amity, even 
among enemies. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Deliver us 
from the suffering that wars inflict 
upon the innocent and the upright. 

Preserve them from becoming collat-
eral damage, too often the ill-consid-
ered cost of conflict. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Keep in 
Your everlasting care those who serve 
on the front lines, who fight for free-
dom and defend the right to live in 
safety and security. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Speak 
Your word of truth to the leaders who 
wield the power to bring conflict to an 
end. Inspire in them a deep desire to 
listen for and to yield to Your will. 

Lord, have mercy upon us and grant 
us Your peace in these days. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MCGOVERN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME 
CONSIDERATION OF H. CON. RES. 
38, DIRECTING THE PRESIDENT 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 5(c) OF 
THE WAR POWERS RESOLUTION 
TO REMOVE UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES FROM UNAU-
THORIZED HOSTILITIES IN THE 
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order at any 
time to consider H. Con. Res. 38 in the 
House if called up by the chair of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs or his 
designee; that the concurrent resolu-
tion be considered as read; and that the 
previous question be considered as or-
dered on the concurrent resolution to 
adoption without intervening motion, 
except for 2 hours of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs or their re-
spective designees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MAKING FOOD MORE AFFORDABLE 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as 
part of my statewide End Hunger Now 
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tour, I recently visited Growing Places 
in Gardner, Massachusetts, with my 
friend Representative LORI TRAHAN. 

Under the incredible leadership of 
Ayn Yeagle, Growing Places is building 
a regional food system in north central 
Massachusetts. By utilizing its new 
commercial kitchen to clean, chop, and 
dehydrate local produce, the food cen-
ter is helping farmers bring their fruits 
and vegetables to market while also 
expanding access to nutritious food 
across our region. 

LORI and I heard directly from com-
munity members that Growing Places 
is helping them eat more nutritiously, 
particularly amid sky-high food prices 
caused by Trump’s awful economy. 

That is why it is hard to understand 
why the Trump administration has 
slashed local food programs that make 
local food more accessible. 

Mr. Speaker, if we want to make food 
more affordable, if we want to support 
our farmers, if we want to make the 
lives of working families easier, it is 
time to reverse the devastating cuts to 
SNAP and reinstate local food pro-
grams that help to end hunger now. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS IN 
MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
we will obviously be talking about the 
Iran war this week, but something that 
is not getting enough attention right 
now is the 300,000 U.S. citizens in the 
region who are stranded because we 
sent all this firepower to the region. 

If we are going to attack Iran, why 
didn’t we have a plan to get American 
citizens out of the region? Someone 
just asked President Trump that ques-
tion. Here is what he said: ‘‘Well, be-
cause it happened all very quickly. We 
thought, and I thought maybe more so 
than most—I could ask Marco—but I 
thought we were going to have a situa-
tion where we were going to be at-
tacked. They were getting ready to at-
tack Israel.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t even know what 
that means. What I think is that with 
all that military firepower in the re-
gion, we could have given them a little 
bit of warning or at least more than 
just what we gave them. 

Instead, only now are they being told 
to evacuate the region—with one ca-
veat, though. They are on their own be-
cause there are barely any commercial 
flights going in and out of the region. 

While hotels are being attacked and 
everything appears to be a target, this 
administration is not doing enough to 
help. 

We should have seen this coming. 
Why aren’t we valuing American lives 
more in the region? The administration 
was just telling them tough luck. 

Mr. Speaker, this should be a na-
tional priority. If we are going to spend 
billions on jets and bombs, we can af-

ford to evacuate Americans. We need to 
get serious right now about protecting 
Americans in the Middle East. 

f 

INVESTMENT TRANSFORMS 
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, eastern North Carolina is on 
the rise. Exciting investments are 
transforming our communities and cre-
ating new opportunities for young peo-
ple and hardworking families. 

U.S. Forged Rings is investing $875 
million in Hertford County, creating 
625 new jobs and revitalizing our econ-
omy. In Edgecombe County, Amazon is 
bringing good-paying jobs. LS Cable & 
System USA is fortifying our manufac-
turing sector with an investment of $50 
million and 85 new jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, clearly, the momentum 
is undeniable. These are more than just 
investments. These represent real op-
portunities. Together, we are reshaping 
our future. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Randall 
Holstead, one of his secretaries. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1500 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ONDER) at 3 p.m. 

f 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER 
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF 
THE HOUSE 

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to give 
notice of my intent to raise a question 
of the privileges of the House. 

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Directing the Committee on Ethics 
to preserve and publicly release records 
of the Committee’s review of violations 
or alleged violations of clause 9 (as it 
pertains to acts of sexual harassment) 
and clause 18 of rule XXIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives. 

Whereas, there is no place for sexual 
harassment or unwelcome sexual ad-
vances in the House of Representatives; 

Whereas, clause 9 of rule XXIII of the 
Rules of the House provides ‘‘Member, 

Delegate, Resident Commissioner, offi-
cer, or employee of the House may not 
discharge and may not refuse to hire 
an individual, or otherwise discrimi-
nate against an individual with respect 
to compensation, terms, conditions, or 
privileges of employment, because of 
the race, color, religion, sex (including 
marital or parental status), sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, disability, 
age, or national origin of such indi-
vidual, including by committing an act 
of sexual harassment against such indi-
vidual’’; 

Whereas, clause 18(a) of rule XXIII of 
the Rules of the House provides ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner may not engage in a sexual 
relationship with any employee of the 
House who works under the supervision 
of the Member, Delegate, or Resident 
Commissioner, or who is an employee 
of a committee on which the Member, 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner 
serves’’; 

Whereas, clause 18(b) of rule XXIII of 
the Rules of the House provides ‘‘A 
Member, Delegate, Resident Commis-
sioner, officer, or employee of the 
House may not engage in unwelcome 
sexual advances or conduct toward an-
other Member, Delegate, Resident 
Commissioner, officer, or employee of 
the House’’; 

Whereas, sexual harassment and un-
welcome sexual advances by Members, 
Delegates, or Resident Commissioners, 
in violation of clause 9 and clause 18 of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House, 
affect the safety, dignity, and integrity 
of the proceedings of the House of Rep-
resentatives: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Committee on 
Ethics shall: 

(1) preserve all documents and inves-
tigative materials related to any viola-
tions or alleged violations of clause 9 
(as it pertains to acts of sexual harass-
ment), clause 18, or any other clause 
(to the extent an act of sexual harass-
ment, unwelcome sexual advance, or 
sexual assault constituted a violation 
or alleged violation of such clause) of 
rule XXIII of the Rules of the House by 
a Member, Delegate, or Resident Com-
missioner; and 

(2) not later than 60 days after the 
date of the adoption of this resolution, 
make publicly available all final re-
ports, or in such cases where there is 
not a final report, the most recent 
draft report, conclusions, recommenda-
tions, exhibits, and attached or accom-
panying materials, with the personally 
identifiable information of victims, al-
leged victims, and witnesses redacted, 
related to the Committee’s investiga-
tions into violations or alleged viola-
tions of clause 9 (as it pertains to acts 
of sexual harassment), clause 18, or any 
other clause (to the extent an act of 
sexual harassment, unwelcome sexual 
advance, or sexual assault constituted 
a violation or alleged violation of such 
clause) of rule XXIII by a Member, a 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
rule IX, a resolution offered from the 
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floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as 
a question of the privileges of the 
House has immediate precedence only 
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution presented by the gentle-
woman from South Carolina will ap-
pear in the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

WINTERGREEN EMERGENCY 
EGRESS ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6365) to require the Secretary 
of the Interior to issue a right-of-way 
for an emergency exit on certain Na-
tional Park Service land in the State 
of Virginia, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6365 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wintergreen 
Emergency Egress Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR EMERGENCY EXIT, 

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY. 
Section 2 of the Act of June 30, 1936 (49 Stat. 

2041, chapter 883; 54 Stat. 250, chapter 277; 16 
U.S.C. 460a–3), is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Secretary of the Interior may 
issue’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘Secretary 
of the Interior— 

‘‘(1) may issue’’; 
(2) by striking the period at the end and in-

serting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) shall issue the right-of-way generally de-

picted as ‘Proposed Egress’ on the map entitled 
‘Blue Ridge Parkway, Proposed Wintergreen 
Emergency Egress Near Milepost 9.6’, numbered 
601/194,694, and dated September 2024, if the Sec-
retary reports to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate that— 

‘‘(A) an evaluation has been completed of al-
ternatives to the right-of-way for egress that do 
not cross Federal land that includes evaluating 
whether existing trails can be converted to 
roads; 

‘‘(B) an analysis of expected fire ecology be-
havior in the event of a fire emergency has been 
completed with respect to the right-of-way; and 

‘‘(C) any required reviews with respect to the 
right-of-way have been completed in accordance 
with— 

‘‘(i) the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.); and 

‘‘(ii) division A of subtitle III of title 54, 
United States Code.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 6365, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6365, the Wintergreen Emer-
gency Egress Act, introduced by Rep-
resentative JOHN MCGUIRE of Virginia. 

This bill accomplishes something 
very simple and very important. It di-
rects the Department of the Interior to 
issue a narrow right-of-way so the Win-
tergreen community in Virginia can 
complete an emergency-only evacu-
ation route. 

Wintergreen is a mountain commu-
nity located near the Blue Ridge Park-
way, with one road in and one road out. 
That single access point serves year- 
round residents, seasonal visitors, and 
first responders. 

Over the past decade, the community 
has grown from 150 to 500 residents, not 
including seasonal visitors, and the 
risk tied to having only one exit has 
grown along with it. 

In recent years, we have seen what 
happens when communities lack suffi-
cient options to escape during emer-
gencies. Fires in places like Paradise, 
California, and Lahaina, Hawaii, dem-
onstrate how quickly evacuation 
routes can become overwhelmed and 
congested, endangering residents and 
first responders alike. 

For Wintergreen, this is not about 
building a new public road. The com-
munity is proposing a second, emer-
gency-only route that follows an exist-
ing dirt path on National Park Service 
land. It would only require a short 30 
feet of gravel to make the road useable 
for emergency vehicles. 

The community has already built the 
road on non-Federal land and has spent 
years working through the Federal 
process. The only remaining piece is a 
small segment on Federal land that 
cannot move forward under current Na-
tional Park Service regulations. 

H.R. 6365 offers a straightforward so-
lution by directing the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue this vital right-of-way 
after required reviews are completed 
and reported to Congress. This is a tar-
geted fix to a real safety problem. Rep-
resentative MCGUIRE’s legislation im-

proves evacuation planning, helps first 
responders, and does so with very mini-
mal impact to Federal land. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive MCGUIRE for his leadership on this 
issue and advocacy on behalf of his 
constituents. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the community of Win-
tergreen, Virginia, is located in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, next to the pop-
ular Wintergreen Resort. It has a year- 
round population of 500 and a seasonal 
peak of almost 10,000. However, Winter-
green has only one road that leads in 
and out of the community and in an 
emergency situation, this is a major 
safety risk that could be catastrophic 
for Wintergreen’s residents and visi-
tors. 

H.R. 6365 addresses this problem by 
allowing a 400-foot-long single-lane 
gravel road connecting Wintergreen to 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, providing a 
secondary exit route in the case of an 
emergency. 

After completing the relevant envi-
ronmental reviews, the National Park 
Service will be authorized to issue a 
right-of-way for the road. 

This is a commonsense bill that will 
improve public safety and make mini-
mal changes to the surrounding and 
natural area. I extend my gratitude to 
Representative MCGUIRE and the Sen-
ators from Virginia for introducing 
this legislation to help Wintergreen’s 
residents and visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in support of H.R. 6365, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. MCGUIRE), the lead spon-
sor of the bill. 

b 1510 
Mr. MCGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of my bill, H.R. 6365, the 
Wintergreen Emergency Egress Act. 

Wintergreen, Virginia, is a popular 
tourist destination located in my dis-
trict. Wintergreen is one of the largest 
planned communities in Virginia, with 
over 3,000 properties situated on 11,000 
acres. The risk of wildfires was not top 
of mind when this mountaintop com-
munity was designed in the 1970s. 

The original developers did not re-
serve an emergency egress corridor be-
fore conveying a few thousand acres of 
unneeded land to the Appalachian Trail 
commission. Because of this, Winter-
green only has one entrance and one 
exit route. 

As awareness of wildfire risk grew, 
the community of Wintergreen was 
placed on the Virginia Department of 
Forestry’s radar as a wildland-urban 
interface community with a high risk 
of a devastating fire. Since becoming 
aware of the increased risk of wildfire, 
the community has worked steadily to 
mitigate that risk. However, an emer-
gency egress is still needed. 
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For over 25 years, and working with 

five other Members of Congress, the 
Wintergreen community has fought to 
complete an emergency evacuation 
route. The town of Wintergreen has al-
ready constructed all portions of the 
road that are not on Federal land. Un-
fortunately, the only thing that has 
stood in their way all these years is a 
small section of land controlled by the 
National Park Service, approximately 
400 feet, that separates the unfinished 
road from being connected to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway. 

The recent wildfires in California and 
Maui highlight the danger posed by 
limited evacuation routes. People lost 
their lives in those fires because they 
were trapped in their vehicles with no 
way to escape. 

My bill is a proactive response to the 
very real threat to public safety that 
the town of Wintergreen currently 
faces if it needed to evacuate due to a 
natural disaster. We cannot wait until 
a tragedy occurs to make a change. 
Public safety and lives are at risk. 

The Wintergreen community, includ-
ing Chief Curtis Sheets of Wintergreen 
Fire and Rescue, has spent over 25 
years fighting for the completion of 
this emergency evacuation route. I am 
proud to assist the entire Wintergreen 
community in continuing and finishing 
this fight. 

I am proud to have bipartisan sup-
port of seven of my colleagues in the 
Virginia delegation. This bill is not po-
litical. It is a commonsense solution 
that is vital to preventing a tragedy in 
my district. 

I thank Chairman WESTERMAN for his 
friendship and leadership in helping me 
address this important issue for my 
district, and I urge all of my colleagues 
to vote in favor of H.R. 6365. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I thank 
Representative MCGUIRE for his leader-
ship on the Wintergreen Emergency 
Egress Act. Again, the bill addresses a 
clear safety risk with a narrow 30-foot- 
wide easement and a practical solution. 

It allows a small emergency-only 
connection to move forward, while 
keeping environmental reviews and 
oversight in place. This will help keep 
every resident and tourist who appre-
ciates the beauty of Wintergreen, Vir-
ginia, safe in the event of a natural dis-
aster. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6365, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6365, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBE 
LEASING AUTHORITY 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5910) to authorize leases of up 
to 99 years for land held in trust for 
federally recognized Indian Tribes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5910 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBE 

LEASING AUTHORITY. 
Subsection (a) of the first section of the 

Act of August 9, 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chapter 
615; 25 U.S.C. 415(a)), is amended, in the sec-
ond sentence, by inserting ‘‘, land held in 
trust for any other Indian Tribe included on 
the list published by the Secretary pursuant 
to section 104 of the Federally Recognized In-
dian Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131)’’ 
after ‘‘Chehalis Reservation’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 5910, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5910, introduced by 
Representative HAGEMAN of Wyoming, 
would amend the Long-Term Leasing 
Act to authorize all federally recog-
nized Indian Tribes to lease land held 
in trust for up to 99 years. 

Under current law, Indian trust lands 
may generally be leased for up to 25 
years, with one additional 25-year re-
newal term. 

While Congress has repeatedly 
amended the act to authorize specific 
Tribes to enter 99-year leases, this au-
thority is not uniformly available 
across Indian Country. As a result, 
Tribes must often seek separate legis-
lation to obtain the same long-term 
leasing authority that others already 
possess. 

Lease terms of up to 99 years are fre-
quently necessary to support major 
commercial development and secure 
private financing. Without long-term 
certainty, lenders and investors may be 
reluctant to commit capital to projects 
on trust land. 

H.R. 5910 addresses this issue by ex-
tending 99-year leasing authority to all 
federally recognized Tribes, elimi-

nating the need for Tribe-by-Tribe 
amendments, while maintaining the 
Secretary of the Interior’s approval re-
quirement. This approach promotes 
parity, reduces administrative delays, 
and supports economic development in 
Tribal communities. 

I commend Ms. HAGEMAN for advanc-
ing legislation that promotes consist-
ency and opportunity across Indian 
Country, and I support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment has a long history of restricting 
the autonomy of Tribal nations, and it 
is reflected throughout Federal Indian 
law. Many laws on the books, even if 
they were well intended, have created 
barriers to Tribal sovereignty and self- 
determination. 

The Long-Term Leasing Act is one of 
these laws. It authorizes Tribal nations 
to enter into lease agreements for up 
to 25 years, with the option to renew 
for an additional 25 years. 

A 25-year lease is often too short to 
provide the certainty necessary for de-
velopment in Indian Country, where 
long-term investments in housing and 
infrastructure are critical to sup-
porting Tribal communities. 

Congress has repeatedly recognized 
this problem and addressed it piece-
meal, passing individual bills for over 
50 Tribes to authorize lease terms of up 
to 99 years. 

H.R. 5910 would extend the authority 
to enter into 99-year lease agreements 
to all federally recognized Tribes. This 
will provide a uniform standard that 
better respects Tribal sovereignty. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN), the lead 
sponsor of this bill. 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill, H.R. 
5910, which amends the Long-Term 
Leasing Act to authorize any federally 
recognized Indian Tribe to lease land 
held in trust for its benefit for up to 99 
years. 

With the enactment of the Indian 
Nonintercourse Act in 1834, Tribal land 
transactions have generally required 
congressional authorization. In 1955, 
however, Congress passed the Long- 
Term Leasing Act, authorizing Tribal 
lands held in trust to be leased by the 
Tribal owner for nongrazing purposes 
for up to 25 years, subject to approval 
from the Secretary of the Interior. 
These leases may be renewed for one 
additional term of up to 25 years, 
which could allow for a total lease time 
of up to 50 years. 

It is becoming abundantly clear that 
longer term leasing is needed to assist 
with Tribal economic development. 

For example, lease terms of 99 years 
are often needed for long-term com-
mercial projects and financing arrange-
ments. Requiring Tribes to come to 
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Congress for enactment of a new au-
thorization slows the process to the 
detriment of the Tribe. 

Although Congress has acted more 
than 50 times to allow for lease terms 
greater than 25 years, more autonomy 
and flexibility are needed. H.R. 5910 
amends the Long-Term Leasing Act to 
grant 99-year lease authority over 
trust lands for any Tribe that desires 
this ability. 

Tribes know best what is in their in-
terest, and this bill gives them addi-
tional authority to meet those needs. 
By proactively extending this long- 
term leasing authority to Tribes, Con-
gress can empower them to pursue 
longer agreements that drive long-term 
investment, job creation, and economic 
opportunity in their communities. 
These goals simply cannot be achieved 
under the current statute. 

At its core, H.R. 5910 would update 
existing law to better align with mod-
ern business practices, reduce time- 
consuming bureaucracy Tribes must go 
through, and allow each federally rec-
ognized Tribe to determine what lease 
authorities are best for them and their 
members. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
LEGER FERNANDEZ for her continued 
co-leadership on this important piece 
of legislation and Chairman 
WESTERMAN for our Natural Resources 
Committee’s focus on Tribal autonomy 
and economic development. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 5910. 

b 1520 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
5910 ensures that all federally recog-
nized Tribes have equal access to long- 
term leasing authority necessary for 
economic development and financing. 
By extending 99-year leasing authority 
across all of Indian Country, this bill 
promotes fairness, efficiency, and in-
vestment in Tribal communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
HAGEMAN for her leadership on this 
issue. I urge the passage of H.R. 5910, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5910. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CHUGACH ALASKA LAND EX-
CHANGE OIL SPILL RECOVERY 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3903) to exchange non-Federal 

land held by the Chugach Alaska Cor-
poration for certain Federal Land in 
the Chugach Region, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3903 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chugach Alas-
ka Land Exchange Oil Spill Recovery Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to authorize, direct, and expedite the ex-

change of land and interests in land between 
Chugach Alaska and the United States; and 

(2) to consolidate Federal ownership of the 
surface and subsurface estate of Federal land 
and interests acquired under the Program. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ANSCA TERMS.—The terms ‘‘Native Cor-

poration’’, ‘‘Regional Corporation’’, and ‘‘Vil-
lage Corporation’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 3 of the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1602). 

(2) CHUGACH ALASKA.—The term ‘‘Chugach 
Alaska’’ means the Chugach Alaska Corpora-
tion, a Regional Corporation. 

(3) CHUGACH REGION LAND STUDY REPORT.— 
The term ‘‘Chugach Region Land Study Re-
port’’ means the report and recommendations 
submitted to Congress by the Secretary pursuant 
to section 1113 of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act 
(Public Law 116–9; 133 Stat. 614). 

(4) FEDERAL EXCHANGE LAND.—The term 
‘‘Federal exchange land’’ means the approxi-
mately 65,374 acres of fee simple land located in 
the Chugach Region as described in section 4(e). 

(5) NON-FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘non-Fed-
eral land’’ means the parcels of subsurface land 
comprising approximately 231,000 acres— 

(A) owned by Chugach Alaska and conveyed 
to Chugach Alaska pursuant to the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et 
seq.); 

(B) described in section 4(f); and 
(C) for which— 
(i) the United States has acquired fee title to 

the surface estate or a conservation easement on 
the surface estate pursuant to the Program; or 

(ii) the State has acquired fee title to, and the 
United States has acquired a conservation ease-
ment in, the surface estate pursuant to the Pro-
gram. 

(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’’ means 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Habitat Protection 
and Acquisition Program of the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the State 
of Alaska. 
SEC. 4. LAND EXCHANGE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, if Chugach 
Alaska offers to convey to the Secretary all 
right, title, and interest in and to the non-Fed-
eral land, the Secretary shall accept the offer 
and convey, pursuant to section 22(j)(1) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1621(j)(1)), all right, title, and interest of the 
Federal Government in and to the Federal ex-
change land subject to the reservation of public 
easements required under section 17(b) of the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1616(b)). 

(b) CONDITION ON ACCEPTANCE.—Title to the 
non-Federal land exchanged in subsection (a) 
shall be in a form that is acceptable to the Sec-
retary. 

(c) TREATMENT OF LAND CONVEYED.—Except 
as otherwise provided, any land conveyed to 
Chugach Alaska under subsection (a) shall be 
considered to be land conveyed by the Secretary 
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
(43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.). 

(d) VALID EXISTING RIGHTS.—The convey-
ances under subsection (a) shall be subject to 
any valid existing rights, reservations, rights-of- 
way, or other encumbrances of third parties in, 
to, or on the Federal exchange land or the non- 
Federal land as of the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(e) CONVEYANCE OF FEDERAL EXCHANGE 
LAND.—The Secretary shall, as soon as prac-
ticable after the date of enactment of this Act, 
convey to Chugach Alaska— 

(1) all right, title, and interest in and to the 
National Forest System land of the Forest Serv-
ice identified in the Chugach Regional Land 
Study and Report, comprising approximately 
63,414 total acres, comprising— 

(A) T. 3 N., R. 10 E., Seward Meridian, Drier 
Bay Parcel, comprising approximately 2,996 
acres of surface estate; 

(B) T. 17 and 18 S., R. 7 and 8 E., Copper 
River Meridian, Kushtaka Lake Parcel, com-
prising approximately 7,876 acres of surface and 
subsurface estate; 

(C) T. 2 N., R. 1 and 2 E., Seward Meridian, 
Snow River Parcel, comprising approximately 
11,462 acres of surface and subsurface estate; 

(D) T. 17 and 18 S., R. 8 W., Copper River Me-
ridian, Hinchinbrook Island Parcel, comprising 
approximately 2,617 acres of surface and sub-
surface estate; 

(E) T. 17 S., R. 7 E., secs. 5, 8, 18, 19, and 30 
through 33, Copper River Meridian, Kushtaka 
Lake Parcel, comprising approximately 6,375 
acres of surface and subsurface estate; 

(F) T. 18 S., R. 7 E., secs. 6 and 7, Copper 
River Meridian, Kushtaka Lake Parcel, com-
prising approximately 1,280 acres of surface and 
subsurface estate; 

(G) T. 16 S., R. 5 E., secs. 24 through 26 and 
36, Copper River Meridian, Martin River Parcel, 
comprising approximately 2,240 acres of surface 
and subsurface estate; 

(H) T. 16, S., R. 6 E., secs. 16, 19 through 21, 
and 25 through 36, Copper River Meridian, Mar-
tin River Parcel, comprising approximately 8,305 
acres of surface and subsurface estate; 

(I) T. 17 S., R. 6 E., secs. 1 through 4, and 10, 
Copper River Meridian, Martin River Parcel, 
comprising approximately 3,170 acres of surface 
and subsurface estate; 

(J) T. 16 S., R. 4 E., secs. 1 through 4, 9 
through 13, and 24, Copper River Meridian, 
Johnson River Parcel, comprising approximately 
5,200 acres of surface and subsurface estate; 

(K) T. 16 S., R. 5 E., secs. 5 through 9, and 15 
through 22, Copper River Meridian, Johnson 
River Parcel, comprising approximately 6,165 
acres of surface and subsurface estate; and 

(L) T. 19 S., R. 15 E., secs. 12 through 14, 23, 
24, 26, 27, 33, and 34, Copper River Meridian, 
Robinson Mountains Parcel, comprising ap-
proximately 5,728 acres of surface and sub-
surface estate; and 

(2) all right, title, and interest in and to the 
Federal land administered by the Bureau of 
Land Management and National Park Service 
identified in the Chugach Regional Land Study 
and Report, comprising approximately 1,960 
total acres, comprising— 

(A) T. 21 S., R. 24 E., Copper River Meridian, 
Taan Fjord Parcel, comprising approximately 
450 acres of surface and subsurface estate; 

(B) T. 21 and 22 S., R. 24 E., Copper River Me-
ridian, Kageet Point Parcel, comprising approxi-
mately 310 acres of surface and subsurface es-
tate; and 

(C) T. 9 S., R. 2 W., secs. 5 and 6, Copper 
River Meridian, Thompson Pass Parcel, com-
prising 1,200 acres of surface and subsurface es-
tate. 

(f) CONVEYANCE OF NON-FEDERAL LAND.— 
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(1) CONVEYANCE.—The non-Federal land to 

which Chugach Alaska may convey to the Sec-
retary all right, title, and interest, that the Sec-
retary determines to be applicable, includes— 

(A) the approximately 130,469.93 subsurface 
acres, which comprises— 

(i) T. 13 S., R. 1 W., sec. 19, Copper River Me-
ridian, comprising approximately 467 acres; 

(ii) T. 13 S., R. 2 W., secs. 23 through 27, Cop-
per River Meridian, comprising approximately 
2,627 acres; 

(iii) T. 15 S., R. 2 W., secs. 3 through 9, 17 
through 19, and 29 through 33, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 8,277.36 
acres; 

(iv) T. 16 S., R. 2 W., secs. 1 through 4, and 
6, Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 2,373.34 acres; 

(v) T. 14 S., R. 3 W., secs. 32 and 33, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 240 
acres; 

(vi) T. 15 S., R. 3 W., secs. 3 through 7, por-
tions of secs. 8 and 9, and secs. 12, 13, 18, 19, 24, 
25, 35, and 36, Copper River Meridian, com-
prising approximately 3,486.36 acres; 

(vii) T. 16 S., R. 3 W., secs. 1, 11, and 15, Cop-
per River Meridian, comprising approximately 
962 acres; 

(viii) T. 13 S., R. 4 W., secs. 26, 27, and 32 
through 34, Copper River Meridian, comprising 
approximately 2,494.05 acres; 

(ix) T. 14 S., R. 4 W., secs. 1 through 11, 15 
through 21, 25, 30, and 31, Copper River Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 6,750.98 acres; 

(x) T. 15 S., R. 4 W., secs. 8 through 12, 16 
through 22, and 24, Copper River Meridian, 
comprising approximately 5,839.15 acres; 

(xi) T. 13 S., R. 5 W., secs. 3, 9 through 11, 14 
through 20, a portion of sec. 21, and secs. 31 and 
36, Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 4,216.36 acres; 

(xii) T. 14 S., R. 5 W., sec. 1, a portion of sec. 
2, secs. 6 through 12, 14 through 21, 29, and 30, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 9,057.6 acres; 

(xiii) T. 15 S., R. 5 W., secs. 23 and 24, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 292.97 
acres; 

(xiv) T. 12 S., R. 6 W., secs. 11, 13, 14, 23, and 
24, Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,980.69 acres; 

(xv) T. 12 S., R. 7 W., secs. 32, 34, 35, and 36, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 343 acres; 

(xvi) T. 13 S., R. 7 W., secs. 1 through 22, 24, 
25, and 27 through 36, Copper River Meridian, 
comprising approximately 17,234.88 acres; 

(xvii) T. 14 S., R. 7 W., secs. 2, 3, and 6, Cop-
per River Meridian, comprising approximately 
203 acres; 

(xviii) T. 13 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1, 9 through 11, 
13 through 29, and 32 through 36, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 9,282.25 
acres; 

(xix) T. 14 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1 through 5, Cop-
per River Meridian, comprising approximately 
629.25 acres; 

(xx) T. 13 S., R. 9 W., sec. 24, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 10 acres; 

(xxi) T. 10 S., R. 10 W., sec. 32, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 1.19 acres; 

(xxii) T. 3 N., R. 7 E., secs. 1 through 4, 8 
through 17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, and 29, Seward 
Meridian, comprising approximately 9,314 acres; 

(xxiii) T. 4 N., R. 7 E., secs. 11, 14, 15, 21 
through 28, and 33 through 36, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 8,684.96 acres; 

(xxiv) T. 3 N., R. 8 E., secs. 4 through 7, 18, 
and 19, Seward Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,120.50 acres; 

(xxv) T. 4 N., R. 8 E., secs. 29 through 32, and 
36, Seward Meridian, comprising approximately 
1,404.25 acres; 

(xxvi) T. 1 N., R. 10 E., secs. 5 and 8, Seward 
Meridian, comprising approximately 743 acres; 

(xxvii) T. 3 S., R. 2 W., secs. 22, 23, 25, 26, 33, 
35, and 36, Seward Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 2,125 acres; 

(xxviii) T. 4 S., R. 2 W., secs. 2, 3, 4, and 11, 
Seward Meridian, comprising approximately 
1,225 acres; 

(xxix) T. 5 S., R. 3 W., secs. 18, 19, 20, 23, 26 
through 29, and 32 through 36, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 3,670 acres; 

(xxx) T. 5 S., R. 4 W., sec. 13, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 380 acres; 

(xxxi) T. 6 S., R. 4 W., sec. 7, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 613 acres; 

(xxxii) T. 5 S., R. 5 W., sec. 33, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 620 acres; 

(xxxiii) T. 6 S., R. 5 W., secs. 4, 9, 28, 29, 32, 
and 33, Seward Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 3,205 acres; 

(xxxiv) T. 7 S., R. 5 W., sec. 4, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 230 acres; 

(xxxv) T. 8 S., R. 6 W., secs. 7 through 12, 14 
through 22, and 27 through 34, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 6,797.39 acres; 

(xxxvi) T. 7 S., R. 7 W., secs. 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 
11 through 14, 16, 17, 23, and 24, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 6,031.78 acres; 

(xxxvii) T. 8 S., R. 7 W., secs. 24, 25, 35, and 
36, Seward Meridian, comprising approximately 
705.65 acres; and 

(xxxviii) T. 7 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1, 5, 8, 12, 13, 
14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23, 26 (lots 1 through 4), 27, 28, 
and 29, Seward Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 6,831.97 acres; 

(B) the approximately 24,911.65 subsurface 
acres in which the fee title to the surface estate 
has been acquired by the State, and a conserva-
tion easement in the surface estate has been ac-
quired by the United States, pursuant to the 
Program, which comprises— 

(i) T. 16 S., R. 4 W., sec. 6, Copper River Me-
ridian, comprising approximately 157.49 acres; 

(ii) T. 15 S., R. 5 W., secs. 35 and 36, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 1,280 
acres; 

(iii) T. 16 S., R. 5 W., secs. 3, 4, 10, 11, and 12, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,479 acres; 

(iv) T. 11 S., R. 8 W., secs. 4 and 9, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 579 
acres; 

(v) T. 12 S., R. 8 W., sec. 1, Copper River Me-
ridian, comprising approximately 130 acres; 

(vi) T. 9 S., R. 9 W., secs. 26, 27, 33, 34, and 
35, Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,524.26 acres; 

(vii) T. 10 S., R. 10 W., secs. 15, 16, 22, 23, 27, 
28, 32, and 33, Copper River Meridian, com-
prising approximately 2,183.65 acres; 

(viii) T. 4 N., R. 7 E., secs. 12 and 13, Seward 
Meridian, comprising approximately 1,145 acres; 

(ix) T. 3 N., R. 8 E., secs. 12 and 13, Seward 
Meridian, comprising approximately 304 acres; 

(x) T. 4 N., R. 8 E., secs. 1 through 5, 7 
through 30, and 33 through 35, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 14,712.25 acres; 
and 

(xi) T. 4 N., R. 9 E., secs. 6, 7, 17, 18, and 19, 
Seward Meridian, comprising approximately 
1,417 acres; and 

(C) the approximately 75,655.4 subsurface 
acres in which a conservation easement in the 
surface estate has been acquired by the United 
States pursuant to the Program, which com-
prises— 

(i) T. 13 S., R. 2 W., secs. 33 and 34, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 
1,131.75 acres; 

(ii) T. 14 S., R. 2 W., secs. 4 through 8, and 31, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 2,104.92 acres; 

(iii) T. 14 S., R. 3 W., secs. 12 through 16, 21 
through 23, and 28 through 31, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 5,319.37 
acres; 

(iv) T. 14 S., R. 3 W., secs. 6 through 8, and 
17 through 20, Copper River Meridian, com-
prising approximately 3,899.44 acres; 

(v) T. 15 S., R. 3 W., secs. 8 and 9, and the 
southern part of sec. 13, Copper River Meridian, 
comprising approximately 125 acres; 

(vi) T. 16 S., R. 3 W., secs. 1, 11, 12, 14, and 
15, Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 506 acres; 

(vii) T. 14 S., R. 4 W., secs. 28 and 29, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 660.15 
acres; 

(viii) T. 14 S., R. 4 W., secs. 1, 5 through 8, 10 
through 15, 22 through 27, and 34 through 36, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 3,516 acres; 

(ix) T. 15 S., R. 5 W., secs. 27, 28, 33, and 34, 
Copper River Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,455.63 acres; 

(x) T. 11 S., R. 6 W., secs. 25, 26, and 34 
through 36, Copper River Meridian, comprising 
approximately 2,088.26 acres; 

(xi) T. 12 S., R. 6 W., secs. 1 through 3, 8 
through 10, and 16 through 19, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 2,777.5 
acres; 

(xii) T. 11 S., R. 7 W., sec. 31, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 577.8 acres; 

(xiii) T. 12 S., R. 7 W., sec. 5 through 7, 10 
through 15, and 18 through 24, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 6,596.93 
acres; 

(xiv) T. 13 S., R. 7 W., secs. 18 and 19, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 700 
acres; 

(xv) T. 10 S., R. 8 W., secs. 33 and 34, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 1,197 
acres; 

(xvi) T. 11 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1 through 4, 10 
through 16, 21 through 26, 31, 35, and 36, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 
7,647.41 acres; 

(xvii) T. 12 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1, 12 through 14, 
and 24, Copper River Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 591.75 acres; 

(xviii) T. 12 S., R. 8 W., secs. 1 through 3, 10, 
11, 14 through 16, 21 and 22, Copper River Me-
ridian, comprising approximately 2,112 acres; 

(xix) T. 12 S., R. 8 W., secs. 5 through 8, 18, 
and 19, Copper River Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 1,220.5 acres; 

(xx) T. 13 S., R. 8 W., secs. 13, 14, 17, 19 
through 21, 23, 24, and 28 through 30, Copper 
River Meridian, comprising approximately 1,400 
acres; 

(xxi) T. 11 S., R. 9 W., secs. 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 
34, 35, and 36, Copper River Meridian, com-
prising approximately 1,157.75 acres; 

(xxii) T. 12 S., R. 9 W., secs. 1 through 4, 9 
through 15, 22, 23, 24, 26, and 27, Copper River 
Meridian, comprising approximately 6,445.71 
acres; 

(xxiii) T. 13 S., R. 9 W., secs. 24 and 25, Cop-
per River Meridian, comprising approximately 
345.33 acres; 

(xxiv) T. 2 N., R. 7 E., sec. 1, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 64.16 acres; 

(xxv) T. 3 N., R. 7 E., secs. 24, 25, and 36, Sew-
ard Meridian, comprising approximately 385.75 
acres; 

(xxvi) T. 1 N., R. 8 E., secs. 11, 14, 15, 22, 23, 
26, and 27, Seward Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 1,667.65 acres; 

(xxvii) T. 2 N., R. 8 E., secs. 2 through 11, 26, 
30, 31, 32, and 35, Seward Meridian, comprising 
approximately 4,339.84 acres; 

(xxviii) T. 3 N., R. 8 E., secs. 1 through 4, 8 
through 11, 14 through 17, 19 through 23, and 26 
through 35, Seward Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 11,339.4 acres; 

(xxix) T. 4 N., R. 8 E., sec. 35, Seward Merid-
ian, comprising approximately 1.5 acres; 

(xxx) T. 1 N., R. 9 E., secs. 1, 2, 11 through 14, 
and 24, Seward Meridian, comprising approxi-
mately 1,560.25 acres; and 

(xxxi) T. 1 N., R. 10 E., secs. 6, 7, 17 through 
20, 29 and 30, Seward Meridian, comprising ap-
proximately 2,720.65 acres. 

(2) MANAGEMENT.—Land acquired by the Sec-
retary under this subsection shall— 

(A) become part of the unit of Federal land in 
which the land acquired by the Secretary is lo-
cated; and 

(B) be administered in accordance with that 
unit of Federal land. 

(3) EXCLUSION OF VILLAGE CORPORATION DE-
VELOPMENT AND SHAREHOLDER SITES.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), Chugach Alaska shall 
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exclude from the conveyance of non-Federal 
land all right, title, and interest in any land, 
not to exceed a total of 209 acres, that— 

(A) a Village Corporation has retained devel-
opment rights, other than timber development 
rights; or 

(B) has been designated for a shareholder 
homesite program. 
SEC. 5. MAPS, ESTIMATES, AND DESCRIPTIONS. 

(a) MINOR ERRORS.—The Secretary and Chu-
gach Alaska may correct, by mutual agreement, 
any minor errors in any map, acreage estimate, 
or description of any land conveyed or ex-
changed under this Act. 

(b) CONFLICT.—If there is a conflict between a 
map, an acreage estimate, or a description of 
land in this Act, the map shall control unless 
the Secretary and Chugach Alaska mutually 
agree otherwise. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3903, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3903, the Chugach 
Alaska Land Exchange Oil Spill Recov-
ery Act of 2025, sponsored by Congress-
man BEGICH, would authorize the ex-
change of 231,000 subsurface acres cur-
rently held by the Chugach Alaska Cor-
poration for approximately 65,374 acres 
of Federal land in the Chugach region. 

Following the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil 
spill in Prince William Sound, exten-
sive conservation land acquisitions cre-
ated split-estate ownership in which 
the Federal Government holds surface 
ownership while the Chugach Alaska 
Corporation holds subsurface owner-
ship. 

The split-estate ownership precluded 
the Chugach Alaska Corporation from 
exercising its property rights, re-
stricted shareholder economic opportu-
nities, and complicated Federal land 
management by dividing subsurface 
and surface ownership. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3903 authorizes a 
negotiated exchange to consolidate 
Federal ownership of surface and sub-
surface estate, while conveying cul-
turally significant, economically via-
ble, and accessible lands to the Chu-
gach Alaska Corporation. 

The bill will streamline Federal land 
management and reduce checkerboard 
land ownership while promoting self- 
determination and economic develop-
ment for Alaska Natives. 

Ms. Sheri Buretta, chairman of the 
board of the Chugach Alaska Corpora-
tion, testified last year to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources that this 

bill is ‘‘. . . a solution rooted in fair-
ness, parity, and respect. It is the ful-
fillment of a promise made half a cen-
tury ago: that Alaska Native Corpora-
tions like Chugach would be able to use 
our lands as a foundation for economic 
growth and cultural preservation.’’ 

She went on to say: ‘‘For Alaska Na-
tive peoples, land is not a commodity— 
it is our identity, our history, and our 
future.’’ 

I appreciate Ms. Buretta and the 
Chugach people for their work to ad-
dress this matter. I also applaud Mr. 
BEGICH for working diligently with his 
constituents to develop and move this 
important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3903, a bill to address the longstanding 
split-estate challenges in the Chugach 
region of Alaska. 

Under the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act, Alaska Native corpora-
tions, including the Chugach Alaska 
Corporation, were promised lands of 
cultural and economic importance. 
However, Chugach only received a frac-
tion of their traditional lands along 
with the subsurface rights beneath 
lands conveyed to the village corpora-
tions. 

Following the devastating Exxon 
Valdez oil spill in 1989, which released 
more than 11 million gallons of crude 
oil into Alaska’s coastline, the Federal 
Government established the Trustee 
Council to manage settlement funds. 
These funds were used to purchase sur-
face lands from the village corpora-
tions for conservation purposes. 

While the Federal Government ac-
quired surface rights, the Chugach re-
tained the subsurface rights for ap-
proximately 230,000 acres, creating a 
split estate that has complicated land 
management and restricted Chugach’s 
ability to manage their resources and 
land. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3903 would author-
ize a land exchange between Chugach 
and the United States, allowing Chu-
gach to exchange their current sub-
surface rights for surface and sub-
surface rights to approximately 65,000 
acres of Federal lands within the re-
gion. 

The Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act was enacted to resolve Alas-
ka Native land claims and support self- 
determination. This bill would advance 
these goals by consolidating land own-
ership, improving conservation man-
agement, and providing Chugach great-
er control over their lands and re-
sources. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the lead sponsor 
on this bill. 

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 3903, the Chu-

gach Alaska Land Exchange Oil Spill 
Recovery Act, a bill I introduced to 
right a historic wrong that has gone 
unresolved for more than three dec-
ades. 

Nearly 40 years ago, an oil tanker ran 
aground in Prince William Sound, 
spilling over 11 million gallons of crude 
oil across 1,300 miles of pristine Alas-
kan coastline. In the aftermath, the 
Federal Government used settlement 
funds to acquire roughly 231,000 acres 
of surface land for conservation, but it 
never acquired the subsurface rights 
underneath. Those belong to Chugach 
Alaska Corporation under the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act. 

The result was a split estate. The 
Federal Government owned the sur-
face. Chugach owned the subsurface, 
and neither side could act. Conserva-
tion goals were incomplete, and Chu-
gach’s Alaska Native shareholders were 
locked out of their lands. 

This bill fixes that. Under H.R. 3903, 
Chugach trades its approximately 
231,000 acres of unusable subsurface es-
tate, land beneath Federal conserva-
tion holdings that cannot be prac-
tically developed, in exchange for ap-
proximately 65,000 acres of fee simple 
land identified by the Bureau of Land 
Management as economically viable 
and culturally significant. 

Through this action, the Federal 
footprint in Alaska is actually reduced 
by approximately 65,000 acres. Not 1 
acre is added to the Federal estate. 
This is a true win-win. It perfects the 
conservation purpose of the original oil 
spill recovery program by unifying the 
surface and subsurface estates, and it 
finally gives Chugach Alaska Corpora-
tion and its Native shareholders the 
opportunity for the foundation that 
ANCSA intended. 

Congress recognized this problem in 
2019, when it directed the Department 
of the Interior to study this issue. BLM 
delivered its report in 2022, confirming 
the conflict and identifying lands for 
exchange. 

This legislation is built on those 
findings, the product of years of work 
by Chugach Alaska Corporation, by the 
Alaska delegation, through bipartisan 
work in the House Natural Resources 
Committee, and this body. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of the Chu-
gach region have waited 36 years for 
this resolution, and this bill delivers it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 3903. I thank the House 
Natural Resources Committee for its 
unanimous bipartisan support. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
3903 aligns Federal surface and sub-
surface ownership of conservation 
lands while resolving a decades-old pro-
gram by authorizing a land exchange 
between the Chugach Alaska Corpora-
tion and the Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3903, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1530 

ENHANCING ADMINISTRATIVE RE-
VIEWS FOR BROADBAND DE-
PLOYMENT ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5419) to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior and the Secretary of Ag-
riculture to develop a plan for ensuring 
timely review of communications use 
authorizations, and for other purposes, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5419 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhancing Ad-
ministrative Reviews for Broadband Deployment 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENSURING TIMELY REVIEW OF 

BROADBAND LAND USE AUTHORIZA-
TIONS. 

(a) STUDY AND REPORT.— 
(1) STUDY.—The Secretaries concerned shall 

each conduct, with respect to the relevant cov-
ered department, a study to determine— 

(A) if there are programmatic or administra-
tive barriers to the timely review of requests for 
broadband land use authorizations; 

(B) if there are revisions to rules or regula-
tions that could be implemented to improve effi-
ciency with respect to reviewing requests for 
broadband land use authorizations; and 

(C) if there are processes for prioritizing the 
review of requests for broadband land use au-
thorizations. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries concerned shall jointly submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a report 
that— 

(A) describes the results of the studies con-
ducted under paragraph (1), including any bar-
riers, revisions, or processes identified under 
subparagraphs (A) through (C) of such para-
graph; and 

(B) includes a plan for providing, with respect 
to the organizational units of the relevant cov-
ered departments, the staffing necessary to en-
sure timely review of broadband land use au-
thorizations. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the— 

(A) Committees on Natural Resources, Agri-
culture, and Energy and Commerce of the House 
of Representatives; and 

(B) Committees on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate. 

(2) BROADBAND LAND USE AUTHORIZATION.— 
The term ‘‘broadband land use authorization’’ 
means an easement, right-of-way, lease, license, 
or other authorization— 

(A) provided by the Secretary of the Interior 
or the Secretary of Agriculture; 

(B) to locate or modify a communications fa-
cility on covered land; and 

(C) for the primary purpose of authorizing the 
occupancy and use of such covered land for 
communications use. 

(3) COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY.—The term 
‘‘communications facility’’ has the meaning 
given the term ‘‘communications facility instal-
lation’’ in section 6409(d) of the Middle Class 
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (47 
U.S.C. 1455(d)). 

(4) COMMUNICATIONS USE.—The term ‘‘commu-
nications use’’ means the placement and oper-
ation of a communications facility. 

(5) COVERED LAND.—The term ‘‘covered land’’ 
means— 

(A) public lands; and 
(B) National Forest System land. 
(6) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘Na-

tional Forest System’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act 
of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)). 

(7) ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT.—The term ‘‘organi-
zational unit’’ means— 

(A) with respect to the Department of the In-
terior— 

(i) a State office of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement; 

(ii) a district office of the Bureau of Land 
Management; or 

(iii) a field office of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement; and 

(B) with respect to the Department of Agri-
culture— 

(i) a regional office of the Forest Service; 
(ii) a management unit of the Forest Service; 

or 
(iii) a ranger district office of the Forest Serv-

ice. 
(8) PUBLIC LANDS.—The term ‘‘public lands’’ 

has the meaning given that term in section 103 
of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702). 

(9) RELEVANT COVERED DEPARTMENT.—The 
term ‘‘relevant covered department’’ means— 

(A) with respect to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, the Department of the Interior; and 

(B) with respect to the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Department of Agriculture. 

(10) SECRETARIES CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retaries concerned’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of the Interior; and 
(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 

through the Chief of the Forest Service. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add extraneous material 
on H.R. 5419, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5419, the Enhancing Administrative Re-
views for Broadband Deployment Act, 
introduced by Representative KEAN. 

In today’s economy, broadband is a 
necessity, not a luxury. An affordable 
connection to high-speed internet is 

critical, particularly for rural commu-
nities that rely on the internet for 
telehealth appointments, public safety 
updates, and online learning. Yet in 
too many rural and Tribal commu-
nities, reliable broadband is still cost-
ly, rare, or even nonexistent. 

Building networks across rural 
America presents many challenges due 
to low population density, vast dis-
tances, and rugged terrain. To reach 
these areas, broadband developers must 
install infrastructure on Federal lands 
managed by the Department of the In-
terior or the U.S. Forest Service. Too 
often the Federal permitting process 
adds unnecessary costs and years of 
delay, sometimes taking 5 to 10 years 
to complete a single broadband project. 

That is because broadband providers 
seeking to connect households and 
businesses face layered permitting re-
quirements, redundant reviews, and 
spotty coordination among Federal 
land management agencies when apply-
ing for broadband land-use authoriza-
tions. This uncertainty drives up costs 
and causes rural areas to lag behind 
urban and suburban areas in 
connectivity, exacerbating the digital 
divide. 

H.R. 5419 takes a practical approach 
to this problem. Representative KEAN’s 
legislation recognizes that funding 
alone cannot connect our rural commu-
nities when the permitting process is 
still broken. This bill focuses on fixing 
what is actually delaying broadband 
deployment by requiring agencies to 
identify and report on permitting bot-
tlenecks, coordination deficiencies, and 
bureaucratic redundancies that impede 
the efficient processing of broadband 
land-use authorizations. 

This bill is an important first step in 
making the Federal Government a bet-
ter partner in getting modern infra-
structure to the communities that 
need it most. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
KEAN for his leadership on this issue. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 5419, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Washington, DC, February 17, 2026. 
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

Dear MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms 
our mutual understanding regarding H.R. 
5419, the ‘‘Enhancing Administrative Re-
views for Broadband Deployment Act.’’ 
Thank you for collaborating with the Com-
mittee on Agriculture on the matters within 
our jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Agriculture will forego 
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time, 
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture 
also reserves the right to seek appointment 
of an appropriate number of conferees, 
should it become necessary, and ask that 
you support such a request. 

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 5419 and request a copy of our 
letters on this matter be published in the 
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Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation. 

Sincerely, 
GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, February 17, 2026. 
Hon. GLENN THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I write regard-
ing H.R. 5419, the ‘‘Enhancing Administra-
tive Reviews for Broadband Deployment 
Act,’’ which was ordered reported by the 
Committee on Natural Resources on Feb-
ruary 11, 2026. 

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate 
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. 1 acknowledge that the 
Committee on Agriculture will not formally 
consider H.R. 5419 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the 
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the 
subject matter contained therein. 

I am pleased to support your request to 
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our 
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration 
of the bill and will include such letters in the 
committee report on H.R. 5419. 1 appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE WESTERMAN, 

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5419 directs the De-
partment of the Interior and the U.S. 
Forest Service to evaluate policies, 
rules, and regulations related to the 
siting and permitting of broadband in-
frastructure on public lands. This bill 
is a commonsense step to help update 
and modernize our broadband infra-
structure. 

Public lands host a lot of commu-
nications infrastructure that Ameri-
cans rely on every day to connect our 
smartphones, laptops, and televisions. 
Broadband isn’t just for entertainment. 
It is what people use to do their jobs, 
access healthcare, and file their taxes. 

Thanks to the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, Oregon recently received 
Federal approval to move forward with 
the largest broadband infrastructure 
investment in our State’s history. This 
will connect over 100,000 unserved and 
underserved Oregonian households and 
businesses to affordable, high-speed, 
and reliable internet services. 

However, in States like Oregon and 
in districts like the one I have the 
honor to represent with large amounts 
of Federal land, broadband infrastruc-
ture projects often require additional 
levels of permitting and coordination 
across local, State, and Federal Gov-
ernment. 

H.R. 5419 will help us look for oppor-
tunities to address any broadband per-
mitting barriers and update the rules 
in a measured and responsible way. 

This bill will help balance two crit-
ical obligations: building out the infra-

structure we need for vital technology 
and upholding our commitment to the 
health and stewardship of our public 
lands. We can and must meet both obli-
gations. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
from New Jersey (Mr. KEAN) for intro-
ducing this bill. I urge my colleagues 
to vote in support of H.R. 5419, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. KEAN), the lead spon-
sor of this bill. 

Mr. KEAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak in favor of my legislation, 
H.R. 5419, the Enhancing Administra-
tive Reviews for Broadband Deploy-
ment Act. 

Even as our world increasingly relies 
on the internet to access daily needs, 
communities across the country still 
lack a reliable wireless connection, es-
pecially in the most rural and Tribal 
communities. 

The process of obtaining permits to 
improve broadband and communica-
tions infrastructure in these areas is 
often duplicative, inconsistent between 
agencies, and can set projects back by 
years. 

Outdated bureaucratic processes, in-
efficiencies, and delays should not 
stand between American communities 
and access to a reliable internet con-
nection. 

My legislation directs an interagency 
review of the procedures used by the 
Department of the Interior and the De-
partment of Agriculture to process per-
mitting requests for communications 
infrastructure. This will allow Con-
gress to direct smart and targeted re-
forms to improve efficiency, timeli-
ness, and help accelerate access to the 
internet. 

For government to work at its best 
and most responsive, we must invite 
regular reevaluation of its procedures, 
judge what works and what doesn’t, 
and implement process improvements 
so that the Federal Government can 
better serve American people into the 
future. This legislation does just that. 

H.R. 5419 ensures a coordinated inter-
agency approach to making the govern-
ment run more efficiently so our Fed-
eral Government is an active partici-
pant in, not an obstacle to, bridging 
the digital divide. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the part-
nership of Chairman WESTERMAN and 
bipartisan colleagues as this bill passed 
through the House Committee on Nat-
ural Resources earlier this month. I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5419 is a bill that 
cuts red tape, streamlines approvals, 
and accelerates broadband access by 
addressing the permitting barriers that 

slow broadband development on Fed-
eral lands. By identifying areas to im-
prove coordination, reduce onerous re-
views, and strengthen the permitting 
processing at the Federal level, this 
bill will help close the digital divide 
that exists in rural and Tribal commu-
nities. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support Rep-
resentative KEAN’s legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. SES-
SIONS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WESTERMAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 5419, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to develop a plan 
for ensuring timely review of 
broadband land use authorizations, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CRITICAL MINERAL CONSISTENCY 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 755) to amend the Energy Act 
of 2020 to include critical materials in 
the definition of critical mineral, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 755 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Critical Mineral 
Consistency Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. CRITICAL MINERALS AND MATERIALS 

LIST. 
Section 7002 of the Energy Act of 2020 (30 

U.S.C. 1606) is amended— 
(1) in subsection (c)(4)(C), by inserting ‘‘min-

erals or materials’’ after ‘‘critical’’; 
(2) by redesignating subsection (o) as sub-

section (p); and 
(3) by inserting after subsection (n) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(o) CRITICAL MINERALS AND MATERIALS 

LIST.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 45 days after 

the date of enactment of the Critical Mineral 
Consistency Act of 2025, the Secretary shall pub-
lish a Critical Minerals and Materials List, 
which shall include— 

‘‘(A) any critical mineral designated by the 
Secretary under subsection (c); and 

‘‘(B) any non-fuel mineral, element, sub-
stance, or material that the Secretary of Energy 
has determined to be a critical material under 
subsection (a)(2) as of that date of enactment. 

‘‘(2) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall update 
the Critical Minerals and Materials List pub-
lished under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) not later than 45 days after the date on 
which the Secretary updates a critical mineral 
designation under subsection (c); and 

‘‘(B) not later than 45 days after the date on 
which the Secretary of Energy updates a critical 
material designation under subsection (a)(2). 
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‘‘(3) PUBLICATION ALIGNMENT.—To the max-

imum extent practicable, the Secretary and the 
Secretary of Energy shall coordinate when up-
dates to the Critical Minerals and Materials List 
may be required under paragraph (2). 

‘‘(4) ADMINISTRATION.—For the purposes of 
administering programs involving critical min-
erals or critical materials, the Secretary, the 
Secretary of Energy, and the heads of other 
Federal departments and agencies where such 
department or agency has incorporated by ref-
erence the definition of ‘critical mineral’ or ‘crit-
ical material’ from this section, as applicable, 
shall use the most recently published version of 
the Critical Minerals and Materials List pub-
lished under paragraph (1).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to add extraneous material 
to H.R. 755, the bill now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 755, the Critical Mineral Con-
sistency Act, which accomplishes the 
important task of unifying the U.S. Ge-
ological Survey’s list of critical min-
erals and the Department of Energy’s 
list of critical materials. 

The Energy Act of 2020 defined ‘‘crit-
ical minerals’’ and directed the United 
States Geological Survey, or USGS, to 
publish a list of critical minerals every 
3 years. The same act directed the Sec-
retary of Energy to develop a critical 
materials list that includes all of the 
same minerals on the USGS list but 
adds: ‘‘any non-fuel mineral, element, 
substance, or material that the Sec-
retary of Energy determines: (i) has a 
high risk of supply chain disruption; 
and (ii) serves an essential function in 
one or more energy technologies, in-
cluding technologies that produce, 
transmit, store, and conserve energy.’’ 

b 1540 

The discrepancies between the lists 
make it difficult for regulators and 
producers to determine what emphasis 
to place on each resource and how to 
allocate efforts toward resource recov-
ery. 

Under H.R. 755, each agency would 
determine what to include in its own 
list, but a new, combined list called the 
‘‘critical minerals and materials list’’ 
would be published by the Department 
of the Interior. 

Moving forward, all Federal agencies 
would be required to use this unified 
list when administering programs in-
volving critical minerals or critical 

materials. These changes promote ac-
cessibility, clarity, and consistency for 
regulators, producers, and members of 
the public. 

I thank Representative CISCOMANI for 
his work on this important legislation. 
I support this commonsense bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Congress codified the critical min-
erals list in the Energy Act of 2020 to 
identify which minerals are most im-
portant to our economic and national 
security and at risk of supply chain 
disruption. 

The United States Geological Survey 
was required to create and update that 
list, following a transparent, science- 
based process. 

At the same time, Congress directed 
the Department of Energy to create its 
own list focusing on critical minerals 
and materials for energy needs. 

Both lists provide crucial strategic 
direction for Federal decisionmakers 
to secure our most critical and vulner-
able supply chains. 

H.R. 755 provides administrative clar-
ity by creating a unified critical min-
erals and materials list, which incor-
porates the lists from both USGS and 
DOE, while allowing the agencies to 
maintain the scientific integrity of 
their individual processes. 

I thank the bill’s sponsors and my 
colleagues across the aisle for working 
with committee Democrats to incor-
porate changes to the original bill to 
better coordinate agency analyses 
without fully losing the individual pur-
poses of the two lists. 

Unfortunately, a lot of careful pol-
icymaking and scientific work to iden-
tify critical minerals and materials is 
actively being undone. 

First, these lists are only useful if 
they are unbiased, and the current ad-
ministration has blatantly violated the 
law by including metallurgical coal 
and uranium in the 2025 USGS critical 
minerals list, despite the Energy Act of 
2020 explicitly prohibiting the inclusion 
of fuel minerals on the list. 

They provide no public data or anal-
ysis to justify these inclusions or prove 
whether they meet the Energy Act of 
2020’s criteria for critical minerals. 

Political interference in the critical 
minerals list undermines the United 
States’ economic and national secu-
rity. We should target Federal invest-
ments and interventions toward the 
most important at-risk minerals and 
materials and supply chains. 

Additionally, designating minerals 
and materials as critical only matters 
if we can actually use these lists and 
designations. 

Much of the latest critical minerals 
legislation that has passed on a par-
tisan basis this Congress actually 
makes no distinction at all about 
prioritizing critical minerals. These 
bills have often provided deregulation 
across the board to every industry, 
from gold to coal. 

Again, I thank the majority for 
working with us on this legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER), the House 
Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
Energy and Mineral Resources chair-
man. 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 755, the Crit-
ical Mineral Consistency Act, intro-
duced by my good friend from Arizona 
(Mr. CISCOMANI). The Energy Act of 
2020 took a significant first step, recog-
nizing the importance of critical min-
erals and critical materials to the 
American economy and our strategic 
national security. 

While the respective lists developed 
by the U.S. Geological Survey and the 
Department of Energy have been help-
ful in ensuring we have policies in 
place that increase and stabilize our 
access to these critical minerals and 
materials, they are not hitting the 
mark and require further direction 
from Congress. 

The two agencies use different cri-
teria and do not take into consider-
ation the same parameters, sometimes 
leading to different lists. Notably, the 
USGS list does not account for for-
ward-looking data and analysis, such 
as international demand and growth 
trajectories, which the DOE list does. 
Currently, DOE automatically adopts 
any minerals USGS deems critical for 
their own critical materials list, but it 
doesn’t work the other way around. 

H.R. 755 fixes this and amends the 
Energy Act of 2020 to automatically 
place DOE’s deemed materials on the 
USGS list. 

Under this legislation, each agency 
would still be responsible for reviewing 
elements under their unique purview 
based on their own technical expertise. 
It would simply streamline interagency 
coordination and ensure USGS is tak-
ing into account the full picture and 
the best, most complete information 
when developing its critical minerals 
list. 

This legislation is a small yet impor-
tant step in ensuring we have access to 
the critical minerals and materials 
that are necessary for our national se-
curity, along with our ability to com-
pete and win in this 21st century. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this bill. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding. I want 
to say that the chairman, who is on the 
floor, is a good friend of mine and one 
of, I think, our best leaders in the Con-
gress. I thank him for his continuing 
efforts and his willing to work together 
across the aisle. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to address the 
American public, of course, through 
the Speaker. We are at war, Mr. Speak-
er. When I rise in support of this bill, 
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which is a bill on which we all agree, I 
want to suggest that we also, at this 
time of crisis, pass something that we 
all agree on, that we have already 
voted on, that passed the House. It is 
legislation which funds Homeland Se-
curity. 

Within that bill are things critically 
important to the security of our coun-
try, particularly at a time like this. 
ROSA DELAURO, the ranking member of 
the Appropriations Committee, has a 
piece of legislation, Mr. Speaker, that 
funds all the items on which we agree. 
That ought to be easy. It particularly 
ought to be easy at a time of crisis 
when we are at war and homeland secu-
rity is so important. 

The bill that Ms. DELAURO has put on 
the floor would fund the Office of the 
Secretary and the executive manage-
ment. It would fund the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. It would 
fund the U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services. It would fund the Coast 
Guard of the United States. It would 
fund the Secret Service, charged with 
the responsibility of defending the 
President of the United States and 
other officials. It would fund the Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency, CISA, as it is called. It 
would fund the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration. It would fund the 
Science and Technology Directorate. 

b 1550 

It would not fund Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement nor Customs and 
Border Protection. 

Now, they are tied in one bill, but 
surely, I hoped, Mr. Speaker, my re-
marks would be compelling without us 
being at war, which we have been now 
for, I suppose, almost 96 hours. How-
ever, certainly at this point in time, we 
ought to come together at a time when 
we are at war on things on which we 
agree. 

All of the ones I listed we have al-
ready voted for. They need to be fund-
ed. They are critical to our national se-
curity, and surely men and women of 
goodwill and patriotism should stand 
for funding things on which we agree. 

Now, there are two things on which 
we do not agree, and, frankly, our dis-
agreement is not relevant to our na-
tional security today or tomorrow or 
perhaps for at least 24 months. 

Why? 
It is because ICE and CBP, the Bor-

der Patrol, were funded in another bill 
that has already passed and been 
signed by the President, and approxi-
mately $74.8 billion has been set aside 
for those two agencies already, so they 
are operating. Presumably their people 
are getting paid because we have al-
ready appropriated money for those 
two. 

However, we have a substantial dis-
agreement on the operations and ac-
tivities being conducted by those two 
agencies, and therefore we don’t have 
agreement on that. It is irrelevant to 
their present operations because we 
have already appropriated money 

which, by the way, none of us voted for 
on this side of the aisle. We have a very 
substantial difference, based upon our 
constitutional concerns, that those two 
agencies are not acting within the 
strictures of the Constitution of the 
United States, the laws of the United 
States, or the norms of police activity 
in the United States of America. That 
is a legitimate and honest difference of 
opinion, and we ought not to hoist on 
the petard of the differences we have 
on these two agencies to preclude fund-
ing the Office of the Secretary, the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Se-
cret Service, Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency, the Trans-
portation Security Agency, and the 
Science and Technology Directorate. 

What person of common sense sitting 
around their kitchen table would say: 
Yes, we agree on those, but at a time of 
war, we will not give unanimous con-
sent to fund all of these agencies I just 
mentioned. 

Why? 
It is because we have a legitimate 

difference. By the way, that legitimate 
difference is supported by more than 50 
percent of the American people. As a 
matter of fact, it is somewhere in the 
sixties. 

I rise on this bill which is not about 
this because I would not get time to 
speak about it otherwise, and I think it 
ought to be compelling to each one of 
us in this body and every American cit-
izen to be concerned at a time of war 
when we are allowing a difference on 
one segment of a bill to preclude us 
from agreeing to the segment so crit-
ical to our domestic and international 
security. 

I am hoping, Mr. Speaker, that my 
Republican colleagues, and as I said, 
Mr. WESTERMAN is not involved in this 
other than I am speaking on his bill, 
but I hope the logic of what I am say-
ing appeals to the patriotism in every 
one of us that we ought not to allow 
these agencies I have read and on 
which we have already voted, on which 
we already agree, and which the Presi-
dent ought to sign, because we are 
holding hostage all of them to the le-
gitimate disagreement that we have on 
two of the agencies within this bill. 

Surely, I don’t believe the American 
citizens would say that that is a com-
monsense thing to do, nor do I think 
they would say that it was within the 
best interests of this country to do. 

Surely, as a democracy, we should 
not take the position that if we can’t 
agree on one of the issues, then we 
won’t agree on any of the issues. I sug-
gest that would be irrational. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of 
the DeLauro bill, of which I am a co-
sponsor, and there are some 50 others 
of us who are cosponsors, to ask that 
the Republicans who are in charge, who 
are in the majority, and who can make 
this decision, I ask them to give con-
sent, unanimous consent, to the pas-
sage of the DeLauro bill so that, and I 
will mention once again, we can fund 

within the Department of Homeland 
Security a Secretary in the executive 
management of Homeland Security, 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, and we have big 
snows, big winds, big storms, and crises 
around this country that require ac-
tion for domestic security as we re-
quire international security. 

There is not one of us who wants to 
defund the Coast Guard. There is not 
one of us who wants Coast Guard per-
sonnel going to work and not getting 
paid. There is not one of us who wants 
the U.S. Secret Service to be working 
and not getting paid. They have got to 
work because we deem them essential 
employees, as the Coast Guard are es-
sential employees. 

Under the present circumstances, 
where we can’t get unanimous consent, 
and I hope we can, I urge that we do, I 
urge my Republican colleagues to say: 
On this we agree, and, therefore, we 
will move it forward. We will send it to 
the President for signature, and we will 
pay the members of the Coast Guard, 
we will pay the members of the U.S. 
Secret Service, we will give emergency 
relief around this country from FEMA, 
we will pay those who are working in 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency, and we will pay the 
people at TSA whom all of us rely on 
to make sure that skies are safe. 

I don’t think there is a Member 
among us who wants to say: I don’t 
want to pay them. I don’t want that 
agency to be operating. 

Now they are operating because they 
are essential, but we are not paying 
them. That is not right. In any event, 
we all know we are going to pay them 
at some point in time when, hopefully 
sooner rather than later, we open up 
the authority and the funding for those 
agencies. 

We are considering suspension bills 
now. We expect them to get over 290 
votes, and I will be one of those 290 
votes on suspension bills. 

Why? 
It is because we agree, and it makes 

sense. 
I welcome anybody who wants to 

come to the floor and say: I don’t think 
the Coast Guard ought to be paid. I 
don’t think FEMA ought to be paid, 
and I don’t think Secret Service ought 
to be paid. 

I welcome them to come to the floor. 
I don’t think they are there. I think 
they do agree. 

Mr. Speaker, do not take hostage 
those employees because we have a fun-
damental constitutional difference. 

b 1600 

Now, by the way, you may think 
that, oh, well, we don’t have a dif-
ference. Yes, we do. We don’t believe 
that the two agencies we want to ex-
empt are following the law. 

Now, let me quote the border czar. 
His name is Tom Homan. The Presi-
dent of the United States sent him to 
Minneapolis to work at bringing the 
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confrontation in Minneapolis to a 
close. They knew the public was for 
that. 

However, when a court ruled that 
what Border Patrol was doing was in-
consistent with law and the Constitu-
tion, what was his response? Tom 
Homan said: I don’t care what the 
judges think. I don’t care. 

I tell my friends in the House— 
through you, Mr. Speaker, of course— 
that we all ought to care that we have 
a law enforcement officer, the czar of 
our border, who says: I don’t care what 
the judges say. 

Mr. Speaker, we are a Nation of laws, 
and the laws are determined, finally, 
by the courts of our Nation and ulti-
mately by the Supreme Court. 

That is why we are not prepared to 
vote for a bill that includes those two 
agencies. Why opposition to that is so 
hard to believe is because they are al-
ready funded, notwithstanding our dis-
agreement. 

We are going to continue to make the 
point, unlike the Vice President of the 
United States who said the officers who 
killed two people in Minneapolis had 
total immunity. The Vice President of 
the United States said that. We don’t 
agree with that. We want to debate 
that, and we want to change that. We 
want to offer amendments. We want to 
have the House consider it because I 
would be appalled if the whole House 
on either side of the aisle wants to 
have law enforcement officers who say: 
I don’t care what the judges say. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my friends: When 
Ms. DELAURO asks for unanimous con-
sent to fund the agencies—I will not 
read them again, but they are crit-
ical—I will ask them to give their con-
sent and pass those bills for which we 
have agreement. 

America deserves that. Frankly, our 
men and women in uniform in the Mid-
dle East deserve that. Our men and 
women in uniform who are here and 
who may be deployed deserve that. 
More importantly, every citizen in this 
country and every person who is in this 
country deserves to know that we fol-
low our Constitution and laws of our 
Nation. We take an oath to that. Our 
citizens expect us to do that. 

I hope that as of no later than tomor-
row we will pass a unanimous consent 
request to fund the personnel who are 
protecting this country in a way on 
which we all agree and then move at 
some point in time to a legitimate dis-
cussion in this body about what CBP 
and ICE are doing within or without 
the law. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
back to H.R. 755. This bill will provide 
the certainty needed to grow domestic 
production of minerals like lithium, 
graphite, copper, and many other min-
erals necessary for the advanced tech-
nologies that will ensure national secu-
rity, energy security, and economic 
competitiveness. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 755, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Energy 
Act of 2020 to harmonize the lists of 
critical minerals and critical mate-
rials, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL 
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC 
LANDMARK ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1945) to designate the Amer-
ica’s National Churchill Museum Na-
tional Historic Landmark, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1945 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America’s 
National Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CITY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the city 

of Fulton, Missouri. 
(2) COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘College’’ means 

Westminster College, located at 501 West-
minster Avenue in the City. 

(3) LANDMARK.—The term ‘‘Landmark’’ 
means the America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum National Historic Landmark des-
ignated by section 3(a). 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 
State of Missouri. 
SEC. 3. AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL MU-

SEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC LAND-
MARK. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—America’s National 
Churchill Museum located at the College, in-
cluding the Winston Churchill Memorial list-
ed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, is designated as the ‘‘America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National Historic 
Landmark’’. 

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-

sultation with the State, the City, and the 
College, may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with appropriate public or private en-
tities, for the purposes of— 

(A) protecting historic resources at the 
Landmark; and 

(B) providing educational and interpretive 
facilities and programs at the Landmark for 
the public. 

(2) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 
The Secretary may provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to any entity with which 
the Secretary has entered into a cooperative 
agreement under paragraph (1). 

(c) NO EFFECT ON ACTIONS OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS.—Designation of the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum as a National His-
toric Landmark shall not prohibit any ac-

tions that may otherwise be taken by a prop-
erty owner (including the College and any 
other owner of the Landmark) with respect 
to the property of the owner. 

(d) NO EFFECT ON ADMINISTRATION.—Noth-
ing in this section affects the administration 
of the Landmark by the State, the City, or 
the College. 
SEC. 4. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a special resource study of the Land-
mark. 

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study 
under this section, the Secretary shall— 

(1) evaluate the national significance of 
the Landmark; 

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Landmark as a unit 
of the National Park System; 

(3)(A) consider alternatives to that des-
ignation for the preservation, protection, 
and interpretation of the Landmark by the 
Federal Government, the State, the City and 
other affected units of local government, or 
private and nonprofit organizations (includ-
ing the College); and 

(B) identify cost estimates for any Federal 
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with 
the alternatives described in subparagraph 
(A); and 

(4) consult with interested Federal agen-
cies, the State, the City and other affected 
units of local government, private and non-
profit entities (including the College), and 
other interested individuals. 

(c) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall 
conduct the study under this section in ac-
cordance with section 100507 of title 54, 
United States Code. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able to carry out the study under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of 
the Senate and the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives a 
report that describes— 

(1) the results of the study; and 
(2) any conclusions and recommendations 

of the Secretary. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 1945. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1945, the 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
National Historic Landmark Act, spon-
sored by the gentleman from Missouri 
(Mr. ONDER). 

This bill recognizes a place of global 
consequence in the heart of small-town 
America: America’s National Churchill 
Museum at Westminster College in 
Fulton, Missouri. 

On March 6, 1946, on the heels of a 
devastating world war, Sir Winston 
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Churchill traveled to Fulton to deliver 
an address that foreshadowed the next 
stage of America’s global conflict 
against evil. In his now-famous speech, 
‘‘Sinews of Peace,’’ Churchill warned 
that an Iron Curtain had descended 
across Europe and urged a new Western 
alliance against the aggression of the 
totalitarian Soviet Union. 

For five decades, the museum in Ful-
ton has conserved the speech’s history 
and allowed the public to experience 
that pivotal moment. It is also home to 
a remarkable structure, the Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury, a 
12th century church which was trans-
ported from London to Fulton in the 
1960s to commemorate Churchill’s 
speech. Today, the entire site serves as 
a civic center of engagement and edu-
cational programming that brings to 
life the story of Winston Churchill. 

H.R. 1945 builds on that historic leg-
acy. Representative ONDER’s bill would 
designate America’s National Churchill 
Museum as a national historic land-
mark. In doing so, the museum would 
be able to enter into cooperative agree-
ments with the National Park Service 
to protect historic resources and sup-
port public programming. This is a 
simple bill that strengthens steward-
ship of a unique historical site without 
adding to the Federal estate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1945, the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1945 will designate 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
as a national historic landmark. It 
would also direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource 
study to determine whether the mu-
seum is eligible for inclusion in the Na-
tional Park System. 

This museum is located on the cam-
pus of Westminster College in Fulton, 
Missouri, where former Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill delivered his famous 
‘‘Iron Curtain’’ speech at the outbreak 
of the Cold War. It contains exhibits 
about Churchill, his life, and his im-
pact, all of which play a role in our 
story here and in London. 

The museum exhibits include a con-
tinuous section of the Berlin Wall, the 
gymnasium where Churchill delivered 
the ‘‘Iron Curtain’’ speech, and the 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, a his-
toric building which survived the air 
raids in London during World War II 
and was moved to Fulton in the 1960s. 

These are wonderful exhibits and a 
truly significant historical location 
that is worthy of national recognition. 
I am proud to support the designation 
of this museum as a historic landmark. 

However, I also want to mention my 
deep concern about how this adminis-
tration is working to rewrite and 
whitewash history throughout the Na-
tional Park System. We must provide 
the Park Service with the resources 

and autonomy it needs to preserve, 
protect, and share our Nation’s stories, 
warts and all. 

b 1610 

Winston Churchill himself once fa-
mously told the House of Commons, 
‘‘Those that fail to learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it.’’ 

We cannot learn from history if we 
erase history. We cannot see how far 
we have come if we erase the things 
that don’t fit into the current idea of 
the way things should be. We can’t sit 
idly by as this administration selec-
tively edits our country’s past. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the National Park Service in 
this bill and beyond, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. ONDER), the lead sponsor 
of this bill, a gentleman who cannot 
only pronounce the Aldermanbury 
Church correctly but has been to the 
Aldermanbury Church. 

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in favor of H.R. 1945, 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
National Historic Landmark Act. 

This legislation will formally recog-
nize America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum in Fulton, Missouri, as a national 
historic landmark, a designation long 
overdue and deeply deserved. 

Nearly 80 years ago this week, in 
1946, Westminster College hosted one of 
the most consequential speeches of the 
20th century: Winston Churchill’s ‘‘Sin-
ews of Peace,’’ better known as the 
Iron Curtain speech. With President 
Harry Truman at his side, Churchill 
warned the world of the division de-
scending over Europe. Many historians 
marked that moment as the beginning 
of the Cold War. It was also a call to 
defend democracy, restore alliances, 
and uphold freedom. 

To honor Churchill’s words and leg-
acy, Westminster College embarked on 
an extraordinary project. Rather than 
erecting a statue or plaque, the college 
acquired, transported, and recon-
structed a Christopher Wren-designed 
church from London, a building more 
than 900 years old. St. Mary the Virgin, 
Aldermanbury, survived the great fire 
of London in 1666, was rebuilt by Wren, 
and was nearly destroyed again during 
the blitz of World War II. Its walls 
stood in ruin for two decades before 
being shipped stone by stone across the 
Atlantic and rebuilt in Fulton as a me-
morial to Churchill’s leadership. 

This building is more than an archi-
tectural marvel. It is a symbol of resil-
ience, partnership, and the enduring 
fight for freedom. Built by the British, 
bombed by the Germans, and rebuilt by 
the American Midwest, it stands as a 
powerful testament to our shared his-
tory and values. 

Over the decades, the site has contin-
ued to shape history. Presidents 
Reagan and Gorbachev, Prime Minister 
Thatcher, and other leaders have stood 
at Westminster College to address the 

world on peace, security, and democ-
racy using the same lectern Churchill 
used in 1946. The museum also houses 
Churchill’s own annotated draft of his 
Iron Curtain speech, rare artifacts, and 
a sculpture crafted from sections of the 
Berlin Wall. 

In 1972, the museum was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places 
and was formally renamed by Congress 
in 2009 as ‘‘America’s National Church-
ill Museum.’’ H.R. 1945 will elevate 
that recognition to the level of na-
tional historic landmark. This is more 
than a title. It is a commitment to pre-
serve the site, support education, and 
honor the unique role this institution 
plays in telling our Nation’s history. 

At a time when we continue to grap-
ple with challenges to freedom and de-
mocracy around the world, there is no 
better moment to reinforce the lessons 
of Churchill’s call to vigilance and co-
operation. I thank Chairman 
WESTERMAN and the Natural Resources 
Committee for their support. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support this bill and ensure that 
America’s National Churchill Museum 
receives the recognition it clearly mer-
its as a national historic landmark. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

H.R. 1945 does ensure that America’s 
National Churchill Museum receives 
recognition equal to its educational 
impact and importance to 20th century 
history. 

Designating the site as a national 
historic landmark will bring further 
prominence to the special place and 
allow future generations of Americans 
to learn about the moment that 
marked the start of the Cold War and 
the legacy of Sir Winston Churchill. I 
commend Representative ONDER for his 
leadership on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this very important bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1945. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE 
AND WAMPANOAG TRIBE OF GAY 
HEAD (AQUINNAH) LEASING AU-
THORITY 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 681) to amend the Act of Au-
gust 9, 1955 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), to author-
ize leases of up to 99 years for land held 
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in trust for the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head (Aquinnah), and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 681 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE AND 

WAMPANOAG TRIBE OF GAY HEAD 
(AQUINNAH) LEASING AUTHORITY. 

Subsection (a) of the first section of the 
Act of August 9, 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chapter 
615; 25 U.S.C. 415(a)) (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), is amended, 
in the second sentence, by inserting ‘‘, the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Reservation, 
land held in trust for the Wampanoag Tribe 
of Gay Head (Aquinnah)’’ after ‘‘Confed-
erated Tribes of the Chehalis Reservation’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material to H.R. 681, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 681, introduced by 
Representative KEATING, would author-
ize the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head, both of 
Massachusetts, to lease lands held in 
trust for up to 99 years, subject to ap-
proval by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Congress has long recognized that 
Tribes need the ability to lease their 
lands to support housing, commercial 
activity, and community development. 
While the Indian Long-Term Leasing 
Act allows leasing of trust lands, 
longer lease terms have often required 
Tribe-specific legislation. Over time, 
Congress has granted 99-year leasing 
authority to a number of Tribes to ac-
commodate long-term planning and in-
vestment. 

H.R. 681 simply extends that same 
authority to these two Tribes in Mas-
sachusetts. The bill ensures these 
Tribes are treated consistently with 
others that have already received 99- 
year leasing authority. 

By providing parity and leasing au-
thority, H.R. 681 supports local eco-
nomic planning and development and 
promotes fairness and opportunity for 
these Tribal communities while main-
taining Federal oversight through sec-
retarial approval. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of Mr. KEATING’s bill to amend the 
Long-Term Leasing Act for the Mash-
pee Wampanoag Tribe and the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
(Aquinnah). 

Under the Long-Term Leasing Act, 
Tribes are generally limited to lease 
terms of 25 years with an option to 
renew for an additional 25 years. 

This restriction, as we mentioned 
earlier, often has hindered economic 
development in Indian Country where 
growth is essential to providing serv-
ices and opportunities for Tribal citi-
zens. 

To address this barrier, Congress has 
repeatedly passed bipartisan, non-
controversial bills allowing individual 
Tribes to secure long-term leases, just 
as H.R. 681 seeks to do. 

Representative KEATING’s bill would 
authorize the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head (Aquinnah) to enter into lease 
agreements for up to 99 years, pro-
viding parity with other Tribes that al-
ready have that authority. 

Extending lease terms from 25 to 99 
years will provide certainty that lend-
ers, investors, and development part-
ners need to make meaningful, long- 
term investments with the Tribes, 
helping promote economic stability 
and address the Tribes’ ongoing hous-
ing challenges. 

This bill respects Tribal sovereignty 
and advances self-determination. It re-
moves barriers to the Tribes’ housing 
and economic development efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
681, again, provides equal leasing au-
thority to the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe and the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay 
Head, aligning them with the other 
Tribes that have already received 99- 
year leasing authority from Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 681, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

b 1620 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 681, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Act of 
August 9, 1955 (commonly known as the 
‘‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), to author-
ize leases of up to 99 years for land in 
the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe Res-
ervation and land held in trust for the 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head 
(Aquinnah), and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

CAPTAIN ACCURSIO ‘‘GUS’’ 
SANFILIPPO YOUNG FISHER-
MEN’S DEVELOPMENT ACT 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3692) to reauthorize the 
Young Fishermen’s Development Act, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3692 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Captain 
Accursio ‘‘Gus’’ Sanfilippo Young Fisher-
men’s Development Act’’. 
SEC. 2. YOUNG FISHERMEN’S DEVELOPMENT ACT 

REAUTHORIZATION. 
Section 5(a) of the Young Fishermen’s De-

velopment Act (33 U.S.C. 1144(a)) is amended 
by striking ‘‘2026’’ and inserting ‘‘2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3692, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3692, the Captain Accursio ‘‘Gus’’ 
Sanfilippo Young Fishermen’s Develop-
ment Act, sponsored by Representative 
MOULTON from Massachusetts. 

This bill is named after the captain 
of the Lily Jean, who tragically lost his 
life, along with six others, when the 
fishing vessel sank off the coast of 
Massachusetts in January. 

Our thoughts are with his family and 
the families of those who lost their 
lives in this terrible accident. 

The Young Fishermen’s national 
competitive grant program supports 
the training and education of the Na-
tion’s next generation of commercial 
fishermen. This legislation would reau-
thorize the program through fiscal 
year 2031, supporting the education of 
America’s future fishermen and a com-
petitive and sustainable American sea-
food economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 3692, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MOULTON). 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Representative of Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, America’s oldest seaport, I 
am proud to lead this critical bill to re-
authorize the Young Fishermen’s De-
velopment Grant Program for another 
5 years. 
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This national competitive grant pro-

gram supports the training and edu-
cation of the Nation’s next generation 
of commercial fishermen. Commercial 
fishing is at the heart of 
Massachusetts’s identity and economy, 
but this legacy will not endure if we 
don’t help the next generation get 
started. 

These grants help the industry ex-
pand and evolve. I am proud that this 
money will give new opportunities to 
young people who are interested in 
working at sea and supplying our com-
munities with fresh seafood, so we 
don’t buy it all from unregulated fish-
eries overseas. 

This bill has been renamed the Cap-
tain Accursio ‘‘Gus’’ Sanfilippo Young 
Fishermen’s Development Act in honor 
of the captain of the fishing vessel Lily 
Jean. 

Under this program, young fishermen 
across New England have received crit-
ical vocational training to enter the in-
dustry, develop into competitive deck-
hands, and transition to the wheel-
house as captains like Gus. 

I thank Congressman NICHOLAS 
BEGICH from Alaska for partnering on 
this effort and making this a strong bi-
partisan bill. I am proud to lead the ef-
fort with him to keep this vital pro-
gram funded every year. I also thank 
Representatives TOKUDA, RADEWAGEN, 
and GOLDEN for their partnership. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say a 
few words about Gus. On January 30, 
2026, the 72-foot fishing vessel Lily Jean 
sank roughly 25 miles off Gloucester, 
Massachusetts. Tragically, all seven 
crewmembers, including Captain 
Sanfilippo, were lost. 

Gus hailed from a family of fisher-
men and first learned the ropes of the 
industry from his father, Antonino, a 
Sicilian immigrant who owned the St. 
George II. Under his father’s guidance, 
he developed the values of hard work 
and perseverance and a deep respect for 
the sea. 

The lessons Antonino taught Gus re-
mained with him throughout his life. 
He later purchased his own fishing ves-
sel, the Lily Jean, named after his 
daughter, and carried forth his family’s 
legacy as the next generation of 
Sanfilippos to fish commercially. 

With his beloved wife, Lorie, Gus had 
two children, Lily Jean and Anthony. 
An adoring husband and father, he was 
also a father figure at sea. Captain 
Sanfilippo mentored countless young 
men and women who joined his crew. 
He enjoyed teaching them essential 
skills such as net mending, electronics, 
navigation, and vessel maintenance. 
Most importantly, he stressed the 
value of teamwork and looking out for 
one another on the open ocean. 

Captain Sanfilippo took young work-
ers under his wing, showing them not 
only how to succeed in the industry but 
how to carry themselves with responsi-
bility and courage. He ran a tight ship, 
valuing rules, structure, and safety. He 
took great pride in his role as captain 
and was, above all else, courageous and 
selfless. 

Captain Sanfilippo is currently being 
considered posthumously for a Mari-
ner’s Medal in recognition of his his-
toric rescues of multiple fishing vessels 
in distress. 

As a father, he led by example with 
kindness, patience, steady guidance, 
integrity, and a generous heart. As a 
captain, he shared the same values 
with the young members of his crew. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to re-
name the Young Fishermen’s Develop-
ment Act on behalf of Captain Accursio 
‘‘Gus’’ Sanfilippo. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3692 will reauthor-
ize the Young Fishermen’s Develop-
ment Act through fiscal year 2031, en-
suring the next generation of commer-
cial fishermen has the support they 
need to enter and sustain careers in 
this vital industry. 

The Young Fishermen’s Development 
Grant Program addresses challenges by 
providing competitive grants of up to 
$200,000 to support training, education, 
and technical assistance programs. 

Since its implementation, the pro-
gram has delivered nearly $2 million in 
direct support to workforce training 
programs nationwide, successfully low-
ering the barriers to entry and ena-
bling practical apprenticeship pro-
grams. 

This bipartisan legislation maintains 
the $2 million annual authorization 
and is supported by Democrats and Re-
publicans in both Chambers of Con-
gress. 

I have the honor to represent two- 
thirds of the Oregon coast. Commercial 
fishing is a very important part of our 
community and our traditions. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of H.R. 3692 and investing in 
the future of America’s commercial 
fishing industry. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, again, this bill pro-
motes continued investment in both 
the next generation of American fisher-
men and the American seafood indus-
try as a whole. I commend my friend, 
Mr. MOULTON, for bringing this for-
ward, and I support this bill, H.R. 3692. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3692, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

b 1630 

TRIBAL TRUST LAND 
HOMEOWNERSHIP ACT OF 2025 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 723) to require the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs to process and complete 
all mortgage packages associated with 
residential and business mortgages on 
Indian land by certain deadlines, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 723 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tribal Trust 
Land Homeownership Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPLICABLE BUREAU OFFICE.—The term 

‘‘applicable Bureau office’’ means— 
(A) a Regional office of the Bureau; 
(B) an Agency office of the Bureau; or 
(C) a Land Titles and Records Office of the 

Bureau. 
(2) BUREAU.—The term ‘‘Bureau’’ means 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

the Director of the Bureau. 
(4) FIRST CERTIFIED TITLE STATUS REPORT.— 

The term ‘‘first certified title status report’’ 
means the title status report needed to 
verify title status on Indian land. 

(5) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
162.003 of title 25, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (as in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act). 

(6) LAND MORTGAGE.—The term ‘‘land mort-
gage’’ means a mortgage obtained by an indi-
vidual Indian who owns a tract of trust land 
for the purpose of— 

(A) home acquisition; 
(B) home construction; 
(C) home improvements; or 
(D) economic development. 
(7) LEASEHOLD MORTGAGE.—The term 

‘‘leasehold mortgage’’ means a mortgage, 
deed of trust, or other instrument that 
pledges the leasehold interest of a lessee as 
security for a debt or other obligation owed 
by the lessee to a lender or other mortgagee. 

(8) MORTGAGE PACKAGE.—The term ‘‘mort-
gage package’’ means a proposed residential 
leasehold mortgage, business leasehold mort-
gage, land mortgage, or right-of-way docu-
ment submitted to an applicable Bureau of-
fice under section 3(a)(1). 

(9) RELEVANT FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term 
‘‘relevant Federal agency’’ means any of the 
following Federal agencies that guarantee or 
make direct mortgage loans on Indian land: 

(A) The Department of Agriculture. 
(B) The Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. 
(C) The Department of Veterans Affairs. 
(10) RIGHT-OF-WAY DOCUMENT.—The term 

‘‘right-of-way document’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 169.2 of title 25, 
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on 
the date of enactment of this Act). 

(11) SUBSEQUENT CERTIFIED TITLE STATUS 
REPORT.—The term ‘‘subsequent certified 
title status report’’ means the title status 
report needed to identify any liens against a 
residential, business, or land lease on Indian 
land. 
SEC. 3. MORTGAGE REVIEW AND PROCESSING. 

(a) REVIEW AND PROCESSING DEADLINES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after receiving a proposed residential lease-
hold mortgage, business leasehold mortgage, 
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land mortgage, or right-of-way document, 
the applicable Bureau office shall notify the 
lender that the proposed residential lease-
hold mortgage, business leasehold mortgage, 
or right-of-way document has been received. 

(2) PRELIMINARY REVIEW.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 cal-

endar days after receipt of a proposed resi-
dential leasehold mortgage, business lease-
hold mortgage, land mortgage, or right-of- 
way document, the applicable Bureau office 
shall conduct and complete a preliminary re-
view of the residential leasehold mortgage, 
business leasehold mortgage, land mortgage, 
or right-of-way document to verify that all 
required documents are included. 

(B) INCOMPLETE DOCUMENTS.—As soon as 
practicable, but not more than 2 calendar 
days, after finding that any required docu-
ments are missing under subparagraph (A), 
the applicable Bureau office shall notify the 
lender of the missing documents. 

(3) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.— 
(A) LEASEHOLD MORTGAGES.—Not later 

than 20 calendar days after receipt of a com-
plete executed residential leasehold mort-
gage or business leasehold mortgage, proof of 
required consents, and other required docu-
mentation, the applicable Bureau office shall 
approve or disapprove the residential lease-
hold mortgage or business leasehold mort-
gage. 

(B) RIGHT-OF-WAY DOCUMENTS.—Not later 
than 30 calendar days after receipt of a com-
plete executed right-of-way document, proof 
of required consents, and other required doc-
umentation, the applicable Bureau office 
shall approve or disapprove the right-of-way 
document. 

(C) LAND MORTGAGES.—Not later than 30 
calendar days after receipt of a complete ex-
ecuted land mortgage, proof of required con-
sents, and other required documentation, the 
applicable Bureau office shall approve or dis-
approve the land mortgage. 

(D) REQUIREMENTS.—The determination of 
whether to approve or disapprove a residen-
tial leasehold mortgage or business leasehold 
mortgage under subparagraph (A), a right-of- 
way document under subparagraph (B), or a 
land mortgage under subparagraph (C)— 

(i) shall be in writing; and 
(ii) in the case of a determination to dis-

approve a residential leasehold mortgage, 
business leasehold mortgage, right-of-way 
document, or land mortgage shall, state the 
basis for the determination. 

(E) APPLICATION.—This paragraph shall not 
apply to a residential leasehold mortgage or 
business leasehold mortgage with respect to 
Indian land in cases in which the applicant 
for the residential leasehold mortgage or 
business leasehold mortgage is an Indian 
tribe (as defined in subsection (d) of the first 
section of the Act of 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chap-
ter 615; 126 Stat. 1150; 25 U.S.C. 415(d))) that 
has been approved for leasing under sub-
section (h) of that section (69 Stat. 539, chap-
ter 615; 126 Stat. 1151; 25 U.S.C. 415(h)). 

(4) CERTIFIED TITLE STATUS REPORTS.— 
(A) COMPLETION OF REPORTS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 10 calendar 

days after the applicable Bureau office ap-
proves a residential leasehold mortgage, 
business leasehold mortgage, land mortgage, 
or right-of-way document under paragraph 
(3), the applicable Bureau office shall com-
plete the processing of, as applicable— 

(I) a first certified title status report, if a 
first certified title status report was not 
completed prior to the approval of the resi-
dential leasehold mortgage, business lease-
hold mortgage, land mortgage, or right-of- 
way document; and 

(II) a subsequent certified title status re-
port. 

(ii) REQUESTS FOR FIRST CERTIFIED TITLE 
STATUS REPORTS.—Notwithstanding clause 

(i), not later than 14 calendar days after the 
applicable Bureau office receives a request 
for a first certified title status report from 
an applicant for a residential leasehold 
mortgage, business leasehold mortgage, land 
mortgage, or right-of-way document under 
paragraph (1), the applicable Bureau office 
shall complete the processing of the first 
certified title status report. 

(B) NOTICE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—As soon as practicable 

after completion of the processing of, as ap-
plicable, a first certified title status report 
or a subsequent certified title status report 
under subparagraph (A), but by not later 
than the applicable deadline described in 
that subparagraph, the applicable Bureau of-
fice shall give notice of the completion to 
the lender. 

(ii) FORM OF NOTICE.—The applicable Bu-
reau office shall give notice under clause 
(i)— 

(I) electronically through secure, 
encryption software; and 

(II) through the United States mail. 
(iii) OPTION TO OPT OUT.—The lender may 

opt out of receiving notice electronically 
under clause (ii)(I). 

(b) NOTICES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If the applicable Bureau 

office does not complete the review and proc-
essing of mortgage packages under sub-
section (a) (including any corresponding first 
certified title status report or subsequent 
certified title status report under paragraph 
(4) of that subsection) by the applicable 
deadline described in that subsection, imme-
diately after missing the deadline, the appli-
cable Bureau office shall provide notice of 
the delay in review and processing to— 

(A) the party that submitted the mortgage 
package or requested the first certified title 
status report; and 

(B) the lender for which the mortgage 
package (including any corresponding first 
certified title status report or subsequent 
certified title status report) is being re-
quested. 

(2) REQUESTS FOR UPDATES.—In addition to 
providing the notices required under para-
graph (1), not later than 2 calendar days 
after receiving a relevant inquiry with re-
spect to a submitted mortgage package from 
the party that submitted the mortgage pack-
age or the lender for which the mortgage 
package (including any corresponding first 
certified title status report or subsequent 
certified title status report) is being re-
quested or an inquiry with respect to a re-
quested first certified title status report 
from the party that requested the first cer-
tified title status report, the applicable Bu-
reau office shall respond to the inquiry. 

(c) DELIVERY OF FIRST AND SUBSEQUENT 
CERTIFIED TITLE STATUS REPORTS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, any 
first certified title status report and any 
subsequent certified title status report, as 
applicable, shall be delivered directly to— 

(1) the lender; 
(2) any local or regional agency office of 

the Bureau that requests the first certified 
title status report or subsequent certified 
title status report; 

(3) in the case of a proposed residential 
leasehold mortgage or land mortgage, the 
relevant Federal agency that insures or 
guarantees the loan; and 

(4) if requested, any individual or entity 
described in section 150.303 of title 25, Code of 
Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date 
of enactment of this Act). 

(d) ACCESS TO TRUST ASSET AND ACCOUNT-
ING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (TAAMS).—Begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this Act, 
the relevant Federal agencies and Indian 
Tribes shall have read-only access to portals 
containing the relevant land documents from 

the Trust Asset and Accounting Manage-
ment System (commonly known as 
‘‘TAAMS’’) maintained by the Bureau. 

(e) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1 of 

each calendar year, the Director shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Indian Affairs of 
the Senate and the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives a 
report describing— 

(A) for the most recent calendar year, the 
number of requests received to complete res-
idential leasehold mortgage packages, busi-
ness leasehold mortgage packages, land 
mortgage packages, and right-of-way docu-
ment packages (including any requests for 
corresponding first certified title status re-
ports and subsequent certified title status 
reports), including a detailed description of— 

(i) requests that were and were not suc-
cessfully completed by the applicable dead-
line described in subsection (a) by each ap-
plicable Bureau office; and 

(ii) the reasons for each applicable Bureau 
office not meeting any applicable deadlines; 
and 

(B) the length of time needed by each ap-
plicable Bureau office during the most re-
cent calendar year to provide the notices re-
quired under subsection (b)(1). 

(2) REQUIREMENT.—In submitting the re-
port required under paragraph (1), the Direc-
tor shall maintain the confidentiality of per-
sonally identifiable information of the par-
ties involved in requesting the completion of 
residential leasehold mortgage packages, 
business leasehold mortgage packages, land 
mortgage packages, and right-of-way docu-
ment packages (including any corresponding 
first certified title status reports and subse-
quent certified title status reports). 

(f) GAO STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
submit to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
of the Senate and the Committee on Natural 
Resources of the House of Representatives a 
report that includes— 

(1) an evaluation of the need for residential 
leasehold mortgage packages, business lease-
hold mortgage packages, land mortgage 
packages, and right-of-way document pack-
ages of each Indian Tribe to be digitized for 
the purpose of streamlining and expediting 
the completion of mortgage packages for res-
idential mortgages on Indian land (including 
the corresponding first certified title status 
reports and subsequent certified title status 
reports); and 

(2) an estimate of the time and total cost 
necessary for Indian Tribes to digitize the 
records described in paragraph (1), in con-
junction with assistance in that digitization 
from the Bureau. 
SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF REALTY OMBUDS-

MAN POSITION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall estab-

lish within the Division of Real Estate Serv-
ices of the Bureau the position of Realty Om-
budsman, who shall report directly to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The Realty Ombudsman 
shall— 

(1) ensure that the applicable Bureau of-
fices are meeting the mortgage review and 
processing deadlines established by section 
3(a); 

(2) ensure that the applicable Bureau of-
fices comply with the notices required under 
subsections (a) and (b) of section 3; 

(3) serve as a liaison to other Federal agen-
cies, including by— 

(A) ensuring the Bureau is responsive to all 
of the inquiries from the relevant Federal 
agencies; and 

(B) helping to facilitate communications 
between the relevant Federal agencies and 
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the Bureau on matters relating to mortgages 
on Indian land; 

(4) receive inquiries, questions, and com-
plaints directly from Indian Tribes, members 
of Indian Tribes, and lenders in regard to ex-
ecuted residential leasehold mortgages, busi-
ness leasehold mortgages, land mortgages, or 
right-of-way documents; and 

(5) serve as the intermediary between the 
Indian Tribes, members of Indian Tribes, and 
lenders and the Bureau in responding to in-
quiries and questions and resolving com-
plaints. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 723, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 723, the Tribal Trust 
Land Homeownership Act of 2025, spon-
sored by Senate Majority Leader 
THUNE, would establish firm timelines 
for the Bureau of Indian Affairs to re-
view and approve residential and busi-
ness mortgage applications on Tribal 
trust land. This bill also increases 
transparency and accountability in the 
mortgage review process and modern-
izes outdated systems that have con-
tributed to delays. 

Since trust land is held by the United 
States on behalf of Tribes and Tribal 
members, mortgages on that land re-
quire approval from the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs before they can close. 
While current law provides review 
timelines for certain leaseholds and 
rights-of-way mortgages, there is no 
statutory deadline for trust land mort-
gages. 

As a result, applicants and lenders 
have faced prolonged uncertainty. Re-
ports have highlighted cases in which 
borrowers waited more than 1 year for 
their required title status reports, cre-
ating significant barriers to homeown-
ership and business development in In-
dian Country. These delays can dis-
courage lenders and limit access to 
capital in communities that already 
face housing shortages and economic 
challenges. 

S. 723 addresses these concerns by 
setting enforceable timelines for BIA 
review, requiring notice to lenders and 
a report to Congress, supporting the 
digitization of records, improving ac-
cess to information, and creating a re-
alty ombudsman to help resolve issues. 
By reducing delay and uncertainty, 
this bill makes it easier for Tribes and 
Tribal members to secure financing for 
homes and businesses. 

I commend Senator THUNE and Rep-
resentative DUSTY JOHNSON for their 
leadership on this issue and for work-
ing to improve housing and economic 
opportunity in Indian Country. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Tribal Trust Land 
Homeownership Act would codify exist-
ing Bureau of Indian Affairs procedures 
for reviewing and processing mortgage 
packages on Indian lands. The bill 
seeks to improve access to homeowner-
ship in Tribal communities. 

Homeownership rates in Tribal com-
munities continue to lag behind the na-
tional average due, in part, to adminis-
trative delays in the Federal review 
process. 

In Oregon, State lawmakers have 
worked to address this challenge by 
creating a flexible grant program that 
Tribes can use to address their own 
local housing needs, but it is still the 
responsibility of the Federal Govern-
ment to provide sufficient resources. 

Years of underfunding and under-
staffing at the BIA have reduced agen-
cy capacity and slowed down the re-
view and approval of mortgage and 
leasing packages. Given the urgent 
housing needs in Indian Country, it is 
essential that the BIA conduct these 
reviews in an efficient and timely man-
ner. 

S. 723 would help expedite the mort-
gage review and processing procedures 
and, ultimately, help to promote Tribal 
ownership. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON), the lead 
sponsor of the House companion to this 
bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, this bill, S. 723, is identical to 
a bill that I had introduced here in the 
House, H.R. 2130. It made its way 
through the Natural Resources Com-
mittee and had a hearing, for which I 
am very thankful to the chair and 
ranking member of that committee. It 
passed out of that committee unani-
mously. This is a strong piece of com-
monsense legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, what does it do? First 
off, we know that our country is facing 
a housing affordability crisis. In Indian 
Country, it is even worse. 

This legislation addresses specific 
and solvable problems that contribute 
to this problem on Tribal land. Frank-
ly, it is hard to understand what a big 
problem this is in Indian Country. Peo-
ple can’t get their hands on the proper 
mortgage documents because, today, 
mortgages on Tribal trust land, wheth-
er they are residential or commercial, 
must be reviewed and approved by BIA 
before they can be finalized. 

Mr. Speaker, the BIA has established 
timelines for that process, but those 

timelines are rarely met, and that con-
tributes to serious delay. 

As a result, Native Americans living 
on Tribal trust land face a reduced op-
portunity, a reduced access to home-
ownership, a piece of the American 
Dream. 

Mr. Speaker, off reservation, access-
ing documents like title records can be 
done in minutes, and insurance policies 
can often be issued in just a few weeks. 

However, on Tribal trust land, that 
same process is not completed in a few 
weeks. It often takes a few months. In 
some instances, it has taken as long as 
1 year. In 1 year, that sale can fall 
apart. 

A family ready to buy a home should 
not have to wait months because of bu-
reaucratic inefficiencies. When the BIA 
fails to do its work in a timely manner, 
it is families and lenders and the mar-
ketplace that pay the price. 

The South Dakota Native Homeown-
ership Coalition told me of a scenario 
where they went to the BIA offices to 
try to find out how they could expedite 
these processes. As a part of that meet-
ing, they discovered that 25 mortgage- 
related documents were stalled on the 
desk of the BIA agency superintendent. 

Mr. Speaker, that is 25 families, busi-
nesses, and individuals whose futures 
were unnecessarily delayed because of 
bureaucratic inefficiency. What a pro-
found and unnecessary harm. 

This legislation does as the chairman 
said. It improves transparency and ac-
countability. It establishes clear 
timelines. Importantly, it does not un-
dermine Tribal sovereignty or in any 
way weaken the Federal trust responsi-
bility. It simply makes sure that this 
process functions as intended. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been proud to 
partner with Senator JOHN THUNE, who 
has expertly guided this through the 
Senate, and I am particularly grateful 
to the South Dakota Native Homeown-
ership Coalition. They have done in-
credible work advocating for this solu-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support the Tribal Trust Land Home-
ownership Act. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, S. 723 promotes cer-
tainty, accountability, and trans-
parency in the trust land mortgage 
process. 

By establishing clear timelines and 
modernizing mortgage administration, 
the bill removes unnecessary barriers 
to homeownership and business devel-
opment for Tribal communities. 

I thank my colleague from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) for leading the 
House companion to this legislation 
and the entire South Dakota delega-
tion for their coordinated effort on this 
important issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of S. 723, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, S. 723. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 
MOTORCYCLE FAIRNESS ACT 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4386) to amend the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to 
clarify entrance privileges for vehicles 
with respect to the America the Beau-
tiful interagency pass, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4386 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America the 
Beautiful Motorcycle Fairness Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES. 

Section 805(a)(7) of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804(a)(7)) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Secretaries shall issue 
guidelines’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries shall issue 
guidelines’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) VEHICLES.—For purposes of this para-

graph, where a National Parks and Federal 
Recreational Lands Pass is used for access to 
Federal recreational lands and waters on a per- 
vehicle fee basis, such Pass shall cover the en-
trance fee and standard amenity recreation 
fee— 

‘‘(i) for the passholder and any passengers ac-
companying the passholder in a single private, 
noncommercial vehicle; or 

‘‘(ii) if the passholder is entering by 
motorcyle— 

‘‘(I) the passholder and any passengers on the 
motorcyle; and 

‘‘(II) one additional motorcycle, including 
passengers, accompanying the passholder.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4386, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of Chairman WALBERG’s Amer-
ica the Beautiful Motorcycle Fairness 
Act, a commonsense bill that restores 
fairness and clarity for the millions of 
Americans who travel to our national 
parks and public lands every year by 
motorcycle. 

For years, annual entrance passes to 
our national parks allowed entry for 
one vehicle and its passengers or, for 
motorcycles, two bikes traveling to-
gether. This arrangement was prac-
tical, predictable, and reflected how 
riders actually experience our Federal 
lands. 

Yet in 2024, the Biden administration 
unilaterally reversed that longstanding 
policy and restricted coverage to just 
one motorcycle per pass. This placed 
unnecessary financial burdens on rid-
ers, discouraging motorcyclists from 
recreating on public lands, while offer-
ing no benefit to park operations. This 
change also hurt gateway commu-
nities, as motorcycle tourism is a key 
driver of many small, rural economies. 

Last year, President Trump and Sec-
retary Burgum overturned this deci-
sion, restoring access to two motor-
cycles per entrance pass ahead of our 
Nation’s 250th anniversary celebrations 
this year. This bill simply codifies that 
decision and restores what worked. 

By permanently codifying the tradi-
tional two-motorcycles-per-pass stand-
ard, the legislation ensures parity for 
motorcyclists and restores long-term 
affordable access to our Nation’s most 
iconic landscapes. In doing so, this bill 
directly supports the goals of President 
Trump’s executive orders on cele-
brating America’s 250th birthday and 
making America beautiful again by im-
proving our national parks. 

Keeping our parks welcoming and ac-
cessible while improving the visitor ex-
perience should be a goal that we all 
strive for. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Chairman 
WALBERG for his hard work on this 
America the Beautiful Motorcycle 
Fairness Act. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, DC, December 5, 2025. 

Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms 
our mutual understanding regarding H.R. 
4386, ‘‘To amend the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act to clarify entrance 
privileges for vehicles with respect to the 
America the Beautiful interagency pass.’’ 
Thank you for collaborating with the Com-
mittee on Agriculture on the matters within 
our jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Agriculture will forego 
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time, 
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture 
also reserves the right to seek appointment 
of an appropriate number of conferees, 
should it become necessary, and ask that 
you support such a request. 

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 4386 and request a copy of our 
letters on this matter be published in the 
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation. 

Sincerely, 
GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 5, 2025. 
Hon. GLENN THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I write regard-
ing H.R. 4386, ‘‘To amend the Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act to clarify en-
trance privileges for vehicles with respect to 
the America the Beautiful interagency 
pass.’’, which was ordered reported by the 
Committee on Natural Resources on Novem-
ber 20, 2025. 

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate 
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the 
Committee on Agriculture will not formally 
consider H.R. 4386 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the 
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the 
subject matter contained therein. 

I am pleased to support your request to 
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our 
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration 
of the bill and will include such letters in the 
committee report on H.R. 4386. 1 appreciate 
your cooperation regarding this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE WESTERMAN, 

Chairman. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the America the Beau-
tiful pass is an annual interagency pass 
that covers entry fees to over 2,000 rec-
reational sites across the country. 

In 2024, an update to the pass pro-
gram had the unintentional effect of 
reducing the number of motorcycle rid-
ers covered under a single pass from 
two motorcycles to one. 

H.R. 4386 reverses that unintended 
consequence and reestablishes a fair 
policy for motorcyclists, allowing one 
America the Beautiful pass to cover 
the entry for a second motorcycle and 
its guest. This bill corrects a bureau-
cratic error and improves public access 
to Federal recreation sites. 

I do have concerns that this adminis-
tration is unnecessarily politicizing 
the America the Beautiful pass by put-
ting an image of the President directly 
on the pass. Federal law requires a 
competition open to the public to de-
termine the image used on the pass, 
which has traditionally showcased 
America’s landscape or wildlife. These 
popular and nonpartisan passes should 
celebrate our shared natural and cul-
tural heritage, not prop up political 
leaders. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
from Michigan and co-chair of the Con-
gressional Motorcycle Caucus, Rep-
resentative WALBERG, for his work on 
this legislation. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4386 and to support 
access to recreation on our public 
lands. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG), the chairman 
and lead sponsor of this bill. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman WESTERMAN for yielding me 
the time and for his leadership in 
bringing this legislation to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, as a lifelong motorcycle 
rider, it is a privilege to be here today 
and to speak in support of my legisla-
tion, the America the Beautiful Motor-
cycle Fairness Act, which will ensure 
fair access to our Nation’s national 
parks and public lands for motorcy-
clists. 

Historically, the America the Beau-
tiful pass has permitted entry for one 
noncommercial passenger vehicle with 
multiple passengers, two motorcycles, 
or a group of bicyclists accompanying 
one passholder. However, in 2024, the 
Biden administration changed its pol-
icy, I believe, to unfairly restrict ac-
cess for motorcycles to one bike per 
pass instead of two. Thankfully, Presi-
dent Trump and Secretary Burgum 
have restored common sense, and in 
November, they announced the Amer-
ica the Beautiful pass would once again 
allow for entry for two bikes per pass. 

As America celebrates its 250th birth-
day, we can ensure motorcycle enthu-
siasts from across the country have ac-
cess to our Nation’s national parks. 
These most magnificent places are tes-
taments to America’s greatness and 
the majestic landscapes that stretch 
across our great Nation. 

By restoring parity for motorcycle 
riders, we will expand access opportu-
nities, strengthen local economies that 
depend on tourism as well, and allow 
our fellow Americans to explore our 
historic landmarks in the best way pos-
sible: on two wheels in the open air. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I again 
thank Chairman WALBERG for his lead-
ership on behalf of millions of motor-
cyclists who will benefit from the 
America the Beautiful Motorcycle 
Fairness Act. Whether people choose to 
access our public lands by car, bicycle, 
motorcycle, or on foot, the price you 
pay at the gate should not be a barrier 
to entry. Chairman WALBERG’s bill 
makes our national parks and public 
lands more affordable, encourages 
greater motorcycle tourism, and re-
stores commonsense parity for millions 
of motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 4386, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4386, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENHANCING DETECTION OF 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING ACT 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4307) to direct the Secretary of 
Labor to train certain employees of De-
partment of Labor how to effectively 
detect and assist law enforcement in 
preventing human trafficking during 
the course of their official duties, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4307 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhancing De-
tection of Human Trafficking Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITION OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘human trafficking’’ 
means any act or practice described in para-
graph (11) of section 103 of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 
SEC. 3. TRAINING FOR DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL 

TO IDENTIFY HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Labor shall implement a program to 
provide the training and periodic continuing 
education described in subsection (b) to employ-
ees of the Department of Labor whom the Sec-
retary determines should receive such training 
or education based on their official duties. In 
making such determination with respect to em-
ployees of the Wage and Hour Division, the Sec-
retary shall consider the training and education 
needs of such employees operating in a State 
with a significant increase in oppressive child 
labor (as defined in section 3(l) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 203(l)). 

(b) TRAINING AND CONTINUING EDUCATION DE-
SCRIBED.—The training and continuing edu-
cation provided under the program referred to in 
subsection (a)— 

(1) may be conducted through in-class or vir-
tual learning capabilities; and 

(2) shall include— 
(A) training or continuing education that— 
(i) is most appropriate for the particular loca-

tion or professional environment in which the 
employees receiving such training or continuing 
education perform their official duties; 

(ii) covers topics determined by the Secretary 
of Labor to appropriately reflect current trends 
and best practices for such location or environ-
ment; and 

(iii) includes— 
(I) the provision of current information on 

matters related to the detection of human traf-
ficking to the extent relevant to the official du-
ties of such employees, and consistent with pri-
vacy laws; 

(II) methods for identifying suspected victims 
of human trafficking and parties who may be 
suspected of the trafficking activity; and 

(III) a clear course of action for referring po-
tential cases of human trafficking to the De-
partment of Justice and other appropriate au-
thorities, in accordance with best practices for 

protecting the rights of victims of human traf-
ficking, including appropriate collaboration 
with victim advocacy organizations, Federal 
agencies, and State and local officials; and 

(B) an evaluation of the training or con-
tinuing education by such employees after the 
completion of such training or education. 
SEC. 4. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Not later than 1 year after the Secretary of 
Labor first implements the program under sec-
tion 3(a), and each year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Labor shall submit to the Committee on 
Education and Workforce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, a re-
port on— 

(1) the training and continuing education pro-
vided under the program for the preceding year, 
including— 

(A) an evaluation (including the overall effec-
tiveness) of such training and continuing edu-
cation; and 

(B) the number of individuals who have com-
pleted such training or continuing education; 
and 

(2) the number of cases related to the detec-
tion of human trafficking, which were referred 
to the Department of Justice and other appro-
priate authorities during the preceding year by 
the Department of Labor, and the processes 
used by the Department of Labor to accurately 
measure and track the response of the Depart-
ment of Justice and other appropriate authori-
ties to such cases. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 4307. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of H.R. 4307, the Enhancing De-
tection of Human Trafficking Act. I 
thank my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative LUCY MCBATH, for her part-
nership on this important legislation. 

In my time on the Committee on 
Education and Workforce, I have come 
to the realization that the Department 
of Labor employees have a frontline 
view to detect patterns of human traf-
ficking and labor exploitation. 

This is where my bill, H.R. 4307, 
comes into play. Specifically, this leg-
islation directs the Department of 
Labor to educate appropriate staff in 
how to effectively detect instances of 
human trafficking, ensure personnel 
regularly receive information on cur-
rent trends and best practices, and es-
tablish a clear course of action for re-
ferring suspected instances of human 
trafficking to law enforcement. In 
other words, it turns Department of 
Labor employees into an early warning 
system against human trafficking. 

One of the greatest obstacles in the 
fight against human trafficking is a 
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lack of awareness. Too often, visible 
signs of human trafficking go unno-
ticed or unreported simply because in-
dividuals lack proper training. 

b 1650 

By arming these employees with crit-
ical information on how to identify po-
tential trafficking situations, we can 
strengthen our ability to intervene 
quickly and efficiently to hold traf-
fickers accountable and protect those 
who are most vulnerable. 

I am proud to say that, last Congress, 
this legislation passed with over-
whelming bipartisan support, with a 
vote of 407–0. Protecting more people 
from falling victim to the scourge of 
human trafficking is not political. 

I urge my colleagues to put an end to 
this modern-day slavery and to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 4307. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4307, the Enhancing Detection 
of Human Trafficking Act. 

This bipartisan bill is led by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) 
and the gentlewoman from Georgia 
(Mrs. MCBATH). It directs the Secretary 
of the Department of Labor to develop 
and implement effective training to en-
sure that the Department of Labor en-
forcement personnel continue to be 
educated on identifying and responding 
to human trafficking. 

It also ensures that Department of 
Labor employees are aware of how to 
refer potential cases of human traf-
ficking to the Department of Justice 
and other appropriate authorities. 

It requires a new annual report to 
Congress on the Department of Labor’s 
trafficking prevention efforts, which 
will help guide the committee’s future 
oversight efforts. 

The Department of Labor’s worker 
protection agencies play an essential 
role in enforcing Federal labor stand-
ards, ensuring workers are paid what 
they have been promised by their em-
ployers, and protecting health and 
safety in the workplace. Adequate 
training ensures that investigators are 
equipped to recognize red flags, such as 
confiscated identification documents, 
withheld wages, restricted movements, 
threats, coercion, and other indicators 
of forced labor. 

These efforts should be appropriately 
funded, and the Department of Labor 
must continue to play a key role in 
fighting human trafficking. Wage and 
Hour investigators are often on the 
front lines and may be the only Federal 
officials in a position to encounter 
workers trapped in exploitative condi-
tions. 

Unfortunately, President Trump’s 
fiscal 2026 budget request proposed cut-
ting funding for the Wage and Hour Di-
vision by nearly 10 percent and reduc-
ing staffing by roughly 250 employees 
for non-H–1B activities. 

Over the course of the past decade, 
the number of Wage and Hour staff has 
fallen from a little over 1,400 in fiscal 
year 2017 to just under 1,200 in fiscal 
year ‘25, an 18 percent decline, even as 
the Wage and Hour Division has 
tracked a 150-percent increase in child 
labor violations over the same period. 

It is critical to follow up this author-
ization with additional funding be-
cause, without the additional funding, 
this bill could result in even fewer re-
sources available for the Department 
to carry out their core missions be-
cause it imposes additional burdens on 
agency staff. Additional funding could 
allow the Department to continue its 
core functions and fulfill the respon-
sibilities outlined in the bill. 

No one should be forced to work 
under threats, abuse, or intimidation. 
This legislation recognizes the essen-
tial role the Department of Labor and 
worker protection agencies play in pro-
tecting vulnerable workers and holding 
traffickers accountable. 

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan proposal, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Guam 
(Mr. MOYLAN), a great member of the 
Education and Workforce Committee. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for the introduction. I 
am very happy and pleased to be a co-
sponsor of this measure. 

As we know, human trafficking is 
modern-day slavery, Mr. Speaker, and 
traffickers abuse and exploit millions 
of victims, especially children, girls, 
and women, all for commercial gain. 
This is a serious problem around the 
globe, Mr. Speaker, and even here at 
home. 

We must do more to raise awareness 
of this crime. 

The U.S. Department of Labor is on 
the front lines of detecting human traf-
ficking. In 2024, the National Human 
Trafficking Hotline’s data showed that 
there were 21,865 victims, and that is 
only what we know was reported. 

Mr. Speaker, one in six endangered 
runaways is a likely victim of child sex 
trafficking. We have a moral and eth-
ical obligation to empower Federal 
agencies to prevent, detect, and ad-
dress these horrific crimes. 

This bipartisan, commonsense bill 
raises awareness of human trafficking 
and establishes effective and timely 
educational programs to train Depart-
ment of Labor personnel. 

This bill establishes a framework for 
employees to assist law enforcement, 
requires reports to Congress on the 
scope of the issue, and ensures U.S. 
DOL personnel have the tools they 
need to detect forced labor and sexual 
exploitation when they investigate 
labor law violations. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to vote for this measure to help 
address, prevent, and crack down on 
this terrible practice. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has the only 
time remaining. The gentleman from 
Virginia has yielded his time back. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for the 
purpose of closing. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation and the 
policies it supports have been impor-
tant to me for quite some time. That is 
because behind every statistic is a 
name, a face, and a heartbroken fam-
ily. 

Human trafficking doesn’t just rob 
these individuals of their dignity. It 
robs them of their future. 

Department of Labor personnel al-
ready interact with workplaces, review 
labor conditions, and identify irreg-
ularities. H.R. 4307 ensures that when 
red flags appear, they are recognized 
for what they are and are acted upon 
swiftly and responsibly. 

The earlier they can intervene, the 
greater the chance we have to stop ex-
ploitation before it becomes prolonged 
abuse. That proactive approach is both 
compassionate and common sense. 

This approach also utilizes resources 
and tools already in place. It supports 
law enforcement without expanding 
government unnecessarily. It honors 
taxpayers by making better use of the 
workforce we already have. 

H.R. 4307 better arms DOL employees 
to disrupt criminal enterprises and up-
hold justice, but most importantly, it 
helps bring victims back home to safe-
ty. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
WALBERG) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4307, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOME SCHOOL GRADUATION 
RECOGNITION ACT 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6392) to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to recognize students 
who have completed secondary school 
education in a home school setting as 
high school graduates, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6392 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Home School 
Graduation Recognition Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RECOGNIZING HOME SCHOOL GRAD-

UATES AS HIGH SCHOOL GRAD-
UATES. 

Section 484(d) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091(d)) is amended— 
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(1) in the heading of such subsection, by strik-

ing ‘‘WHO ARE NOT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES’’ 
and inserting ‘‘FROM NON-TRADITIONAL SET-
TINGS’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE.—For purposes 

of this Act, a student who has completed a sec-
ondary school education in a home school set-
ting that is treated as a home school or private 
school under State law shall be considered a 
high school graduate.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

b 1700 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on H.R. 6392. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, every student deserves 

to have their hard work recognized. 
Unfortunately, many homeschooled 

students face unjust barriers when ap-
plying to college simply because they 
didn’t attend a traditional school. 

On average, homeschoolers do re-
markably well, better than their public 
school peers, on tests. Yet for some 
reason, colleges arbitrarily and un-
fairly subject homeschooled students 
to additional hoops, like taking a GED 
exam, to prove they are fit for admis-
sion. 

The Home School Graduation Rec-
ognition Act sends a clear and simple 
message to colleges and universities: 
Homeschooled students are just as 
qualified to attend college as any other 
high school graduate. 

The Home School Graduation Rec-
ognition Act also reaffirms House Re-
publicans’ commitment to expand edu-
cational opportunity and school choice 
for American families. 

As chairman of the Education and 
Workforce Committee, I am grateful to 
serve alongside Members like Congress-
man HARRIS who are eager to sponsor 
legislation that empowers students of 
all ages on their respective educational 
journeys. 

I am glad to have the opportunity 
today to stand up for homeschoolers 
and against the needless discrimina-
tion they face in the college applica-
tion process. Today, we have a chance 
to stand up for homeschooled students 
and families who have transformed 
kitchen tables into significant class-
rooms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6392, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6392, the Home School Graduation Rec-
ognition Act. The bill reinstates and 
clarifies present law to make clear that 
homeschooled students are eligible for 
Federal student aid so that they can 
pursue higher education. 

Under the Higher Education Act, stu-
dents who complete a home school pro-
gram recognized under their State’s 
law qualify for title IV aid, including 
Pell grants and Federal student loans. 
Each State sets its own requirements 
for the education of homeschooled stu-
dents. 

The HEA confirms that 
homeschoolers must meet their State’s 
eligibility requirements to receive Fed-
eral student aid if educated at home 
according to those State rules. HEA 
does allow schools to set their admis-
sion standards for students, including 
those educated at home, but no 
homeschooled student should be denied 
Federal higher education assistance 
just because they do not technically 
have a regular high school diploma. 
This bill clarifies that eligibility if 
they have qualified under their State 
laws. 

Mr. Speaker, I do urge my colleagues 
to support the bill in its efforts to clar-
ify the laws to ensure students access 
to higher education. Of course, that 
being said, the bill may clarify some 
students’ right to Federal student aid, 
but the action does not go far enough 
to mitigate the damage done since the 
Trump administration came in about 1 
year ago. By illegally dismantling 
much of the Department of Education, 
firing critical Federal financial aid 
staff, and limiting access to Federal 
aid in the big, ugly law, the Trump ad-
ministration has only put higher edu-
cation further out of reach for many. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. HARRIS), who is the bill’s 
sponsor and a member of the Education 
and Workforce Committee. 

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Chairman WALBERG 
for his incredible leadership, and I am 
so grateful for this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, would you believe that 
Federal law actually refers to students 
who have completed their home school 
education as students who are not high 
school graduates? 

Mr. Speaker, strangely enough, it 
does. 

While most colleges eagerly admit 
and help homeschooled students secure 
financial aid, some compliance-minded 
schools point to this language as a rea-
son to make a homeschooled applicant 
jump through extra hoops to prove 
that their diploma is worth the same 
as that of their public- or private- 
school peers. This language makes it 
seem like the homeschooled student is 
not eligible for student aid as they are 
going through the application process. 

This might seem like a small prob-
lem to fix, but it represents a real bur-

den for the students and families who 
are impacted by it. 

Mr. Speaker, a diploma is a diploma, 
whether it was earned in a classroom 
or at the kitchen table. My bill makes 
one simple but critically important 
clarification to fix this problem once 
and for all. It states plainly that a 
homeschooler who earns a diploma rec-
ognized under State law is a high 
school graduate. If a student has law-
fully completed their education, the 
Federal Government must recognize 
them as a high school graduate when 
determining eligibility for Federal stu-
dent aid. 

Today’s vote is about honoring the 
constitutional role of the States and 
parents in education. Federal agencies 
or college admissions offices can no 
longer use unclear statutory language 
to undermine State-recognized diplo-
mas. 

For decades, millions of American 
families have chosen to educate their 
children at home. In fact, nearly 3 mil-
lion students today are receiving a 
quality education in a home school set-
ting, guided by devoted parents who 
take their responsibility seriously to 
prepare the next generation for suc-
cess. In my home State of North Caro-
lina alone, more than 165,000 students 
are homeschooled under the authority 
and recognition of State law. 

I extend my sincere gratitude to the 
Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion for their steadfast advocacy and 
for all they do to ensure homeschooled 
students are protected under the law. 
Their work has been instrumental in 
bringing clarity to this issue. 

I thank our Senate co-leader, Sen-
ator ASHLEY MOODY, for standing with 
families and leading this effort in the 
Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense clarifica-
tion: Homeschooled graduates are high 
school graduates. They deserve to be 
treated as such under Federal law. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6392 because the bill 
makes it clear that homeschooled 
graduates have access to higher edu-
cation. 

By further clarifying the intent of 
the Higher Education Act, this bill 
would ensure that students who com-
plete a home school program recog-
nized under their State’s law can con-
tinue to qualify for title IV aid, includ-
ing Pell grants and Federal student 
loans. 

Fortunately, this bill will help en-
sure that these students can access an 
affordable, high-quality degree while 
this action taken by this body is reduc-
ing and denying aid to others. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we pass the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
and ranking member for his support on 
this legislation as well. 
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Homeschooled graduates are grad-

uates plain and simple. They should 
not be penalized because their families 
chose a learning environment that met 
their specific needs and actually goes 
back to the beginning of time. 

That is why we must pass H.R. 6392, 
the Home School Graduation Recogni-
tion Act, and tell colleges that it is 
completely unnecessary to subject 
homeschooled graduates to needless 
exams to prove they have, in fact, 
graduated. 

I am proud to do my part in remov-
ing these roadblocks and helping more 
students pursue higher education. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6392, the Home School 
Graduation Recognition Act, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
WALBERG) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6392, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TERRITORIAL STUDENT ACCESS 
TO HIGHER EDUCATION ACT 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6472) to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for in- 
state tuition rates for certain residents 
of Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, American 
Samoa, and the United States Virgin 
Islands, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6472 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Territorial Stu-
dent Access to Higher Education Act’’. 
SECTION 2. IN-STATE TUITION FOR CERTAIN 

RESIDENTS OF GUAM, THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MAR-
IANA ISLANDS, AMERICAN SAMOA, 
AND THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN IS-
LANDS. 

(a) IN-STATE TUITION RATES.—Part C of title 
I of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1015 et seq.) is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 135 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 135A. IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR CER-

TAIN RESIDENTS OF GUAM, THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTH-
ERN MARIANA ISLANDS, AMERICAN 
SAMOA, AND THE UNITED STATES 
VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A public institution of 
higher education that receives assistance under 
this Act shall not charge a covered individual 
tuition or fees for attendance at such institution 
at a rate that is greater than the rate charged 
for residents of the State in which such institu-
tion is located. 

‘‘(b) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—In this section, 
the term ‘covered individual’ means an indi-
vidual who— 

‘‘(1) is a resident of Guam, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, American 
Samoa, or the United States Virgin Islands; and 

‘‘(2) is a national of the United States (as 
such term is defined in section 101(a) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a))).’’. 

(b) PROGRAM PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT.— 
Section 487(a) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1094(a)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(30) The institution will comply with the re-
quirements of section 135A, as applicable.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

b 1710 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 6472, sponsored by Congressman 
JAMES MOYLAN of Guam, which allows 
residents of U.S. territories to access 
in-State tuition rates at public univer-
sities across the U.S. 

I am proud to rise in support of H.R. 
6472, which ensures students of the U.S. 
territories of Guam, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, American Samoa, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands receive in-State tuition 
at public universities across the coun-
try. 

I am pleased that all of the Delegates 
from each U.S. territory are original 
cosponsors of the bill and that it re-
ceived strong bipartisan support in the 
committee markup. 

Under H.R. 6472, public postsecondary 
institutions will be required to offer in- 
State tuition rates to residents of U.S. 
territories. Through this bill, a student 
from Guam would pay the same tuition 
at a public university just as any in- 
State student. 

This isn’t a novel idea. Under current 
law, servicemembers and their families 
already receive in-State tuition rates, 
creating new pathways for more Amer-
icans to get high-quality educations at 
a competitive cost. 

However, H.R. 6472 doesn’t just help 
students. It helps the territories, too. 
After graduation, students can return 
home with advanced degrees and cre-
dentials they can reinvest back into 
their homes and local economies. 

This isn’t just an investment in our 
students. It is an investment in the 
economic strength of American terri-
tories. Students can contribute their 
newfound expertise to help develop new 
industries and drive economic develop-
ment. 

That investment also strengthens 
American national security. As com-
petition with our adversaries, like 
China, intensify in the Pacific and drug 
trafficking continues in South and 
Central America, we must ensure our 
territories have the infrastructure and 
brainpower needed to promote a strong 
national security posture in the region. 

Last year, we passed the Working 
Families Tax Cut Act, which included 
some of the most conservative reforms 
to higher education in decades, mas-
sively lowering costs and helping cre-
ate new pathways for students to chase 
the American Dream. 

We now have a chance to build off 
that success of the Working Families 
Tax Cut Act and lower postsecondary 
education costs for U.S. residents in 
U.S. territories so they can continue 
supporting our vital military oper-
ations. 

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 
House Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, I look forward to pass-
ing H.R. 6472 and supporting our terri-
tories. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 6472, which would amend the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide 
for in-State tuition rates for certain 
residents of Guam, the Commonwealth 
of Northern Mariana Islands, the 
American Samoa, and the United 
States Virgin Islands. 

I support this initiative in principle 
because we cannot ignore the needs of 
these States. However, we also should 
not ignore that States and public col-
leges set their own tuition rates based 
on State budgets and priorities. 

When this bill was marked up in com-
mittee, Democrats proposed an amend-
ment to require the Federal Govern-
ment to foot the bill for these costs in-
stead of the public colleges themselves. 
This approach has a similar goal to the 
District of Columbia Tuition Assist-
ance Grant, the DCTAG program, 
which provides Federal funding for D.C. 
residents to help pay the difference be-
tween the higher out-of-State tuition 
and the lower in-State tuition at public 
universities across the country. 

The DCTAG program was established 
because Washington, D.C., does not 
have an adequate number of public uni-
versities. The territories involved in 
this bill face a similar challenge. Most 
of the territories do not have a robust 
public university system that offers a 
variety of majors for students to 
choose from. Regrettably, the full com-
mittee did not agree to this amend-
ment to provide Federal funding. 

Mr. Speaker, while I support the bill 
because we must ensure that all stu-
dents have access to low-tuition col-
lege education, I still have concerns 
about the funding mechanism. It is the 
Federal Government’s responsibility to 
bear the cost of this mandate rather 
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than shift it to the States, which are 
already facing financial strain. 

Further, while I appreciate my col-
leagues’ interest in expanding college 
access and affordability for students 
from these territories, I would be re-
miss if I overlooked the fact that con-
gressional Republicans made it harder 
for these same students to afford col-
leges. That is because of cuts to the 
Pell Grant Program, changes to loan 
limits, and elimination of affordable 
loan repayment plans enacted in their 
big ugly law. Nevertheless, I encourage 
my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on the bill 
and reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from Guam 
(Mr. MOYLAN), the sponsor of the bill 
and a great member of the Education 
and Workforce Committee. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend, Chairman WALBERG, 
for yielding to me. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of Guam’s students and 
strongly urge my colleagues to vote for 
my bill, H.R. 6472. 

This bill delivers a targeted approach 
to make college more affordable, 
strengthen workforce pipelines, and 
support critical national security ef-
forts in the U.S. territories. 

H.R. 6472 provides tuition rate guar-
antees to U.S. nationals who live in 
Guam, CNMI, American Samoa, and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. High costs as-
sociated with education in the States, 
not ability, limit educational opportu-
nities for students in the territories. 

None of our islands have doctorate, 
law, or medical degree programs. Lack 
of access to these programs leads to 
workforce shortages in critical sectors. 
Lowering barriers to access will lead to 
greater capacity building in the terri-
tories. 

Some examples of past folks are: 
Honorable Peter C. Siguenza, who at-
tended California State University and 
returned home after law school to be-
come Guam’s first Chief Justice. 

Then there was the late Dr. Chris 
Perez, who went to UC San Francisco, 
who came home to be a good doctor for 
the island. 

There was also our first president of 
the University of Guam, Dr. Antonio 
Yamashita, who attended the Univer-
sity of North Carolina. 

We currently have leaders on our is-
land, such as Dr. Enriquez, who is the 
president of our University of Guam. 
She attended the University of Mary-
land. 

We also have Dr. Aguon, who at-
tended the University of Hawaii and is 
now running our Guam Memorial Hos-
pital, and our Governor ‘‘Lou’’ Leon 
Guerrero attended UCLA. 

Every doctor and lawyer in Guam 
studied elsewhere, returned home, and 
has made an incredible impact on our 
community. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Guam. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
is about empowering our residents to 
seek degrees that we need but are not 
available at home and to return home 
to strengthen our communities. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, our students, and our 
community. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from the Virgin Islands (Ms. 
PLASKETT). 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member for yielding 
time, and I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 6472, the Territorial Student Ac-
cess to Higher Education Act. 

Mr. Speaker, since my first term in 
Congress, expanding access to higher 
education for students from the United 
States territories has been a priority. 
Today, I am proud that the House is 
considering meaningful, bipartisan leg-
islation to address this issue. 

I want to point out that the United 
States small territories face unique ge-
ographic and economic challenges. 
Small populations, remote locations, 
and constrained local economies make 
it difficult for residents to pursue spe-
cialized training or many degrees close 
to home. 

Students from small territories who 
seek degrees or majors not available 
locally must attend college on the 
mainland. That is the reason why 
Puerto Rico is not included in this leg-
islation. Puerto Rico has multiple uni-
versities on that island. In the smaller 
territories, however, we do not. 

b 1720 

For example, in the Virgin Islands, 
we do not offer degree programs for en-
gineering, economics, international re-
lations, French, or history to name a 
few. For many of our students, costs, 
not ability, is what prevents them from 
earning a degree. The lack of access to 
higher education limits workforce de-
velopment, economic growth, and long- 
term stability in the territories as dis-
cussed by the chairman. 

Our brain drain is exponentially 
greater due to our isolated location. 
This legislation directly addresses this 
challenge. H.R. 6472 amends the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to require public 
colleges and universities receiving Fed-
eral funds to charge eligible small ter-
ritory residents no more than in-State 
tuition rates. As you heard from Rank-
ing Member SCOTT, there is no cost 
presently in this legislation to the Fed-
eral Government’s budget. 

By removing this barrier, we reduce 
families’ financial burden, expand ac-
cess to programs unavailable on the is-
lands, and strengthen the workforce 
pipelines that territorial economies de-
pend on to sustain their future. 

I am deeply grateful to Congressman 
MOYLAN, former Congresswoman 
RADEWAGEN, Congresswoman KING- 
HINDS, as well as Congressman 
HERNÁNDEZ for cosponsorship and part-
nership. I especially thank Chairman 
TIM WALBERG as well as Ranking Mem-

ber BOBBY SCOTT of the House Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce for 
their bipartisan leadership in moving 
this legislation through the com-
mittee. 

Mr. Speaker, the residents of the 
United States territories serve in this 
Nation’s Armed Forces, pay Federal 
taxes, and are bound by its laws. They 
are American citizens in every sense of 
the word. Federal support for access to 
multiple degrees in higher education 
should extend to all of us. This bill 
does that without being a burden on 
the Federal Government’s budget. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to 
vote in favor of H.R. 6472. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as President Trump 
said in his State of Union Address last 
week, America’s military is the strong-
est in the world, but we continue to 
have enemies around every corner of 
the globe who would like to undermine 
our power. 

That is why H.R. 6472 is so impor-
tant. This bill ensures residents of U.S. 
territories receive vital workforce 
training and skills as our U.S. military 
continues to operate out of these crit-
ical geographical outposts. 

The working families tax cuts were a 
strong step in lowering costs for stu-
dents and borrowers. Now, we are con-
tinuing these efforts and supporting 
our military and our territories. 

As chairman of the Education and 
Workforce Committee, I am steadfast 
in my commitment to reducing college 
costs and opening up workforce pipe-
lines. I thank Congressman MOYLAN 
again for sponsoring this legislation 
and helping expand educational oppor-
tunities for residents of U.S. terri-
tories. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
WALBERG) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6472, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119–140) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
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with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to Iran 
that was declared on March 15, 1995, is 
to continue in effect beyond March 15, 
2026. 

The actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Iran continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States. 
Therefore, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
12957 with respect to Iran and to main-
tain in force comprehensive sanctions 
against Iran to respond to this threat. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2, 2026. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 5 o’clock and 25 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2963. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting a 
letter informing congress of action taken 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution, 
Public Law 93-148, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 
1543(a)(3); Public Law 93-148, Sec. 4(a); (87 
Stat. 555) and 50 U.S.C. 1543(b); Public Law 
93-148, Sec. 4(b); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc. No. 
119—139); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and ordered to be printed. 

EC–2964. A letter from the Chairman of the 
Council, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting D.C. Act 26-258, ‘‘Home Pur-
chase Assistance for Transit Workers 
Amendment Act of 2026’’, pursuant to Public 
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. WALBERG: Committee on Education 
and Workforce. H.R. 2844. A bill to authorize 

the Department of Labor’s voluntary protec-
tion program, with an amendment (Rept. 
119–538). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WALBERG: Committee on Education 
and Workforce. H.R. 2299. A bill to establish 
the Payroll Audit Independent Determina-
tion program in the Department of Labor, 
with an amendment (Rept. 119–539). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. JACK: Committee on Rules. H. Res. 
1095. A resolution providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 7744) making appropriations 
for the Department of Homeland Security for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 119–540). Referred 
to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7753. A bill to strengthen and stand-

ardize ‘‘first look’’ protections for covered 
properties to ensure first-time homebuyers 
have priority access to foreclosed homes, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7754. A bill to require a study on the 

feasibility and potential impacts of portable 
Federally backed mortgage loans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7755. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Housing and Urban Development to submit a 
report to the Congress with respect exempt-
ing any downpayment requirement for mort-
gage insurance offered by the Federal Hous-
ing Administration for first-time home-
buyers who are first responders or school 
teachers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7756. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to establish tax-advantaged 
homeowner savings accounts; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GUTHRIE: 
H.R. 7757. A bill to protect children and 

teens online, empower parents and strength-
en families, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. 
STAUBER, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia, and Mr. BURCHETT): 

H.R. 7758. A bill to prohibit the issuance of 
commercial driver’s licenses to individuals 
who are not citizens or lawful permanent 
residents of the United States or holders of 
certain work visas, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. BIGGS of 
Arizona, and Mr. PFLUGER): 

H.R. 7759. A bill to require verification of 
the personal and biometric information of 
all individuals evacuated from Afghanistan, 
to require in-person interviews of such indi-
viduals, and to prohibit Afghan evacuees who 
do not provide such information or submit to 
such interviews from receiving Federal as-
sistance, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BEGICH: 
H.R. 7760. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-

come payments from funds established by a 
State for purposes of the welfare of the indi-
vidual residents of such State; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BISHOP (for himself, Mr. AUS-
TIN SCOTT of Georgia, and Mr. DAVIS 
of North Carolina): 

H.R. 7761. A bill to reauthorize and improve 
the relending program to resolve ownership 
and succession on farmland, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BISHOP: 
H.R. 7762. A bill to amend the Specialty 

Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 to require 
the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a 
pilot program to provide recovery payments 
to producers of seasonal and perishable crops 
that experience low prices caused by im-
ports, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania, 
and Ms. SCANLON): 

H.R. 7763. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to restore interpretive and edu-
cational exhibits at Independence National 
Historical Park in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. EVANS of Colorado (for himself 
and Mr. VAN EPPS): 

H.R. 7764. A bill to provide for the transfer 
to the Office for State and Local Law En-
forcement of the Department of Homeland 
Security of the National Threat Evaluation 
and Reporting Program of the Department, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security, and in addition to the 
Committee on Intelligence (Permanent Se-
lect), for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. FROST (for himself and Mr. 
MACKENZIE): 

H.R. 7765. A bill to amend the Fair Housing 
Act to repeal the Thurmond amendment; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. CARSON, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
EVANS of Pennsylvania, Mr. FROST, 
Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. KELLY of Il-
linois, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Ms. 
SIMON, Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. TLAIB, and 
Ms. WILSON of Florida): 

H.R. 7766. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of De-
fense to make certain limitations on the 
transfer of personal property to Federal and 
State agencies, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. KHANNA: 
H.R. 7767. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to impose an annual tax on 
the net value of assets held by a taxpayer, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, Financial 
Services, and Education and Workforce, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LANDSMAN (for himself and 
Mr. KEAN): 

H.R. 7768. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a deduction for 
certain amounts paid for rent for a primary 
residence; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mrs. MCCLAIN (for herself, Mr. 
LICCARDO, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. 
HORSFORD, Mr. LAHOOD, and Ms. 
PEREZ): 
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H.R. 7769. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to restore treatment of 
State and local bonds which are guaranteed 
by a Federal home loan bank as not federally 
guaranteed for purposes of determining their 
tax-exempt status; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MULLIN: 
H.R. 7770. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit against 
income tax for the purchase of hearing aids; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa: 
H.R. 7771. A bill to amend the Defense Pro-

duction Act of 1950 to require the Chair-
person of the Defense Production Act Com-
mittee to maintain a database of actions, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

By Ms. PEREZ: 
H.R. 7772. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Transportation to revise the Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards to establish a max-
imum allowable brightness standard for low 
beam headlamps on motor vehicles, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.R. 7773. A bill to provide for the decen-

tralization of operation of the DHS Office of 
Intelligence and Analysis, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity. 

By Ms. RANDALL (for herself, Mr. 
BEGICH, Mr. GARAMENDI, and Ms. 
MALLIOTAKIS): 

H.R. 7774. A bill to amend titles 23 and 49, 
United States Code, to codify and amend cer-
tain grant programs under which the Sec-
retary of Transportation may issue grants 
for use in the provision of passenger ferry 
services, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and in addition to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. ROSE (for himself and Mrs. 
KIM): 

H.R. 7775. A bill to amend the Riegle Com-
munity Development and Regulatory Im-
provement Act of 1994 to require annual tes-
timony to Congress on the operations of the 
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. WEBER of 
Texas, and Mr. CUELLAR): 

H.R. 7776. A bill to modify a provision re-
lating to adjustments of certain State appor-
tionments for Federal highway programs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Ms. SALAZAR: 
H.R. 7777. A bill to amend the Defense Pro-

duction Act of 1950 to ensure the supply of 
certain medical materials essential to na-
tional defense, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM: 
H.R. 7778. A bill to amend title XIX of the 

Social Security Act to increase under the 
Medicaid program the minimum monthly 
personal needs allowance for institutional-
ized individuals and couples; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM (for himself 
and Mr. BILIRAKIS): 

H.R. 7779. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to require the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to establish a 

program for the conduct and support of re-
search, training, and health information dis-
semination with respect to environmental 
risk factors of neurodegenerative diseases, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. TIFFANY (for himself and Mr. 
ROY): 

H.R. 7780. A bill to prohibit the Secretary 
of Homeland Security from admitting to the 
United States any national of the People’s 
Republic of China without a valid visa, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. VASQUEZ (for himself and Mr. 
JOHNSON of South Dakota): 

H.R. 7781. A bill to provide that employees 
of tribally controlled schools are eligible to 
receive a pension under the Federal Employ-
ees Retirement System and to participate in 
the Thrift Savings Plan, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Ms. DELAURO: 
H. Res. 1096. A resolution providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 4213) making 
appropriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Rules. 

By Mr. GOMEZ (for himself, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DOGGETT, 
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. CHU, Ms. 
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BEYER, Mr. EVANS 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. 
PLASKETT, and Mr. SUOZZI): 

H. Res. 1097. A resolution of inquiry re-
questing the President of the United States, 
and directing the Secretaries of the Treasury 
and Homeland Security, to furnish certain 
information to the House of Representatives 
relating to the implementation and enforce-
ment of the ‘‘Memorandum of Understanding 
for the Exchange of Information for Nontax 
Criminal Enforcement’’ between the Depart-
ment of the Treasury and the Department of 
Homeland Security; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself, Mr. 
BACON, Mr. TONKO, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, 
and Ms. NORTON): 

H. Res. 1098. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of March 3, 2026, as 
‘‘National Triple-Negative Breast Cancer 
Day’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7753 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7754. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7755. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 7756 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. GUTHRIE: 
H.R. 7757. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. BARR: 

H.R. 7758. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. BARR: 

H.R. 7759. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. BEGICH: 

H.R. 7760. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 

By Mr. BISHOP: 
H.R. 7761. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. 1, § 8, cls. 1, 3, 18 

By Mr. BISHOP: 
H.R. 7762. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Const. art. 1, § 8, cls. 1, 3, 18 

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 7763. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, clause 2 

By Mr. EVANS of Colorado: 
H.R. 7764. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. FROST: 
H.R. 7765. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

U.S. Constitution 
By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia: 

H.R. 7766. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution, Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. KHANNA: 
H.R. 7767. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 1 

By Mr. LANDSMAN: 
H.R. 7768. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIIII 

By Mrs. MCCLAIN: 
H.R. 7769. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. MULLIN: 

H.R. 7770. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa: 
H.R. 7771. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
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foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

By Ms. PEREZ: 
H.R. 7772. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8, Article I of the Constitution. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.R. 7773. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Ms. RANDALL: 
H.R. 7774. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. ROSE: 
H.R. 7775. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 7776. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Ms. SALAZAR: 
H.R. 7777. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM: 
H.R. 7778. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 Article I of the Constitution 

grants Congress the necessary power to 
make laws. 

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM: 
H.R. 7779. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

gives Congress the power to make laws 
By Mr. TIFFANY: 

H.R. 7780. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. VASQUEZ: 

H.R. 7781. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution, to provide for 
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of 
the Congress. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 79: Ms. LETLOW. 
H.R. 116: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 138: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 251: Mr. PATRONIS. 
H.R. 286: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 349: Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.R. 491: Mr. KENNEDY of New York. 
H.R. 516: Mr. JACKSON of Texas. 
H.R. 569: Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 645: Mr. GRIFFITH. 
H.R. 683: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 722: Ms. BOEBERT and Mr. LUTTRELL. 
H.R. 925: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 935: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 955: Mr. HURD of Colorado. 
H.R. 1004: Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, 

and Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 1061: Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. LANDSMAN, and 

Ms. SEWELL. 

H.R. 1189: Ms. STEVENS and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1241: Mr. BARRETT, Mr. PATRONIS, and 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. 
H.R. 1255: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 1266: Mr. ALFORD. 
H.R. 1300: Mrs. SYKES and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 1340: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 1443: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 1464: Mr. MOORE of West Virginia. 
H.R. 1529: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 1559: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 1560: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 1628: Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 1648: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 1657: Mr. NEAL. 
H.R. 1684: Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 1707: Mr. FONG. 
H.R. 1778: Mr. CAREY, Mr. LAWLER, Mrs. 

KIGGANS of Virginia, and Mr. WEBSTER of 
Florida. 

H.R. 1782: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 1791: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 1799: Mr. HUDSON. 
H.R. 1810: Ms. RIVAS. 
H.R. 1871: Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 1954: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 2021: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 2028: Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. 
H.R. 2036: Mr. MENENDEZ and Mr. 

LANGWORTHY. 
H.R. 2048: Mr. OLSZEWSKI and Mr. KENNEDY 

of Utah. 
H.R. 2089: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut and 

Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 2235: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2242: Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 2459: Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. CLEAVER, 

and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2504: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 2581: Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 2627: Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr. 

LICCARDO, and Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 2703: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 2711: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 2729: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 2743: Mr. VINDMAN and Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 2744: Mr. SHREVE. 
H.R. 2784: Mr. ISSA. 
H.R. 2854: Mr. FINSTAD and Mrs. HOUCHIN. 
H.R. 2902: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 3045: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 3093: Mr. BELL. 
H.R. 3094: Mr. BELL. 
H.R. 3180: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 3277: Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. VAN ORDEN, 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr. MULLIN, and 
Mr. SHERMAN. 

H.R. 3288: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 3289: Mrs. SPARTZ and Mr. BISHOP. 
H.R. 3307: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 3376: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 3443: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 3452: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3491: Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. NADLER, 

and Mr. WALKINSHAW. 
H.R. 3499: Ms. MALOY. 
H.R. 3505: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 3514: Mr. LALOTA. 
H.R. 3532: Mr. MRVAN and Mr. WALKINSHAW. 
H.R. 3608: Ms. LETLOW and Mrs. BIGGS of 

South Carolina. 
H.R. 3649: Mr. RILEY of New York. 
H.R. 3684: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 3723: Mr. FALLON. 
H.R. 3740: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 3757: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. 

STEVENS, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. CISNEROS. 
H.R. 3821: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 3885: Ms. SCHRIER. 
H.R. 3946: Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 4119: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 4166: Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 4197: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 4206: Mr. NADLER and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 4348: Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. 
H.R. 4362: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4382: Ms. MALOY and Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 4418: Mr. WALKINSHAW. 

H.R. 4554: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 4602: Mr. YAKYM and Mr. LANDSMAN. 
H.R. 4620: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 4644: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4771: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 4782: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 4881: Mr. COHEN and Mrs. MCIVER. 
H.R. 4966: Ms. SCHRIER. 
H.R. 4994: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 5061: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 5093: Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 5142: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 5178: Ms. JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 5206: Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 5223: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and 

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 5228: Mrs. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5269: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 5309: Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 

LANDSMAN, Ms. SALAZAR, and Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN. 

H.R. 5356: Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Mississippi, Ms. SIMON, and Ms. BROWN. 

H.R. 5363: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 5390: Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 5415: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 5438: Mr. EVANS of Colorado. 
H.R. 5443: Ms. SIMON. 
H.R. 5446: Ms. ELFRETH. 
H.R. 5461: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 5490: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. 

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. LUCAS, and Mr. 
WILLIAMS of Texas. 

H.R. 5527: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5529: Mr. OLSZEWSKI. 
H.R. 5536: Mr. WALKINSHAW, Mr. SUOZZI, 

Ms. BYNUM, and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 5543: Mr. BARRETT. 
H.R. 5556: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 5688: Mr. GROTHMAN and Mr. KNOTT. 
H.R. 5722: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 5732: Mrs. MCBATH and Ms. 

PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 5888: Mr. PALMER. 
H.R. 5973: Mr. TAKANO and Mr. DAVID SCOTT 

of Georgia. 
H.R. 6055: Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 6096: Mr. VALADAO and Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 6126: Mr. LAWLER, Mr. VEASEY, and 

Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 6130: Mr. POCAN, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. 

LALOTA, and Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 6191: Mrs. HOUCHIN. 
H.R. 6196: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 6230: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 6233: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina and 

Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 6356: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 6380: Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 6428: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 6440: Mr. THANEDAR and Ms. SCHA-

KOWSKY. 
H.R. 6475: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 6505: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 6509: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia 

and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 6574: Mr. VINDMAN and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 6601: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 6617: Ms. BALINT. 
H.R. 6624: Mrs. KIM and Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 6685: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois and Ms. 

TENNEY. 
H.R. 6709: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 6717: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 6731: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 6761: Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. THOMPSON of 

California, Mr. COHEN, Mr. LIEU, and Mr. 
GARAMENDI. 

H.R. 6766: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 6806: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 6874: Mr. COLE. 
H.R. 6915: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 6961: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 6997: Mr. LATTA and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 7066: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 7100: Ms. SCANLON and Ms. SCHA-

KOWSKY. 
H.R. 7137: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
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H.R. 7146: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 7230: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. 

LETLOW, Mr. COHEN, and Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas. 

H.R. 7257: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 7300: Ms. FOXX. 
H.R. 7325: Mr. ELLZEY and Mr. RUTHER-

FORD. 
H.R. 7340: Mr. WALKINSHAW, Mr. 

SUBRAMANYAM, and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 7346: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 7380: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 7390: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas. 
H.R. 7391: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 7450: Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida 

and Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 7455: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 7480: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 7481: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. STAN-

TON, Mr. MOULTON, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. CASAR, 
Ms. WATERS, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. LOFGREN, 
Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Ms. MCDONALD 
RIVET, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Ms. FRIEDMAN, 
and Mr. IVEY. 

H.R. 7516: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 7517: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 7531: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. KHANNA, and 

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 7540: Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. SOTO, Mr. 

KEAN, Mr. FINSTAD, Mrs. KIM, Mr. LIEU, Mr. 
WEBER of Texas, Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of 
Florida, Mr. KUSTOFF, Ms. MACE, and Mr. 
STAUBER. 

H.R. 7562: Ms. WILSON of Florida. 
H.R. 7608: Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 7632: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 7633: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 7640: Mr. CLINE and Mr. NEHLS. 
H.R. 7642: Mr. LAWLER. 

H.R. 7645: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 7649: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 7651: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. 

TIMMONS, and Mr. HARRIGAN. 
H.R. 7652: Mrs. FOUSHEE and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 7653: Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. BAIRD, and 

Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 7659: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. 

NORTON, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. NAD-
LER, and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 

H.R. 7669: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 7670: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 7678: Mr. CRANK, Mr. BEGICH, and Ms. 

MALOY. 
H.R. 7694: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 7718: Mr. GARBARINO and Mr. GOLDMAN 

of New York. 
H.R. 7720: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
H.R. 7732: Mr. MOORE of Alabama. 
H.R. 7733: Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 

Ms. CLARKE of New York, and Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 7735: Mrs. HINSON and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 7736: Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania and 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 7740: Mr. MENEFEE. 
H.R. 7741: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 7751: Ms. TLAIB, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CAR-

TER of Louisiana, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Ms. SIMON, 
and Ms. TITUS. 

H.J. Res. 80: Mr. MENEFEE. 
H. Con. Res. 12: Mr. OLSZEWSKI and Mr. 

NEGUSE. 
H. Con. Res. 38: Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. 

TOKUDA, Mrs. TRAHAN, Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ, Mr. LEVIN, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. 
LOFGREN, and Mr. COHEN. 

H. Res. 30: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 

H. Res. 159: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H. Res. 925: Ms. MALOY. 
H. Res. 971: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia and 

Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina. 
H. Res. 1013: Ms. NORTON and Mr. CARSON. 
H. Res. 1035: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H. Res. 1058: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H. Res. 1059: Mrs. FOUSHEE. 
H. Res. 1073: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H. Res. 1080: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. 

DESAULNIER, and Mr. VARGAS. 
H. Res. 1084: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. 

BALINT, and Ms. TLAIB. 
H. Res. 1085: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. 
H. Res. 1086: Mr. BISHOP, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Mississippi, Mr. MFUME, Mr. MEEKS, and Mr. 
NEGUSE. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY MR. ARRINGTON 

The provisions that warranted a referral to 
the Committee on the Budget in H.R. 7744, 
the Department of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act, 2026, do not contain any con-
gressional earmarks, limited tax benefits, or 
limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9 
of rule XXI. 
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