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fellowship. Her presence at the church’s infor-
mation desk is a point of welcome and warmth 
for all who enter. She goes out of her way to 
ensure that people are not just seen but 
known, remembered, and valued by name. 
Carol and her husband, Terry Abreu, a re-
spected former Boy Scout Troop Leader, have 
long exemplified servant leadership. Together, 
they have volunteered countless hours feeding 
the hungry through organized meal programs 
held in the basements of several churches 
across Vallejo. Their deep commitment to 
helping others, particularly those who are un-
derserved, reflects a shared belief in the dig-
nity of every person and the power of commu-
nity. In 2025, Carol has continued to lead and 
inspire women throughout the Benicia-Vallejo 
area by providing enriching activities and fos-
tering civic engagement. She is known for her 
eagerness to serve and her ability to bring 
people together for the common good. Her 
leadership does not seek recognition but 
seeks impact. Her legacy of service, humility, 
and community-building sets a powerful exam-
ple for all of us. On behalf of the people of 
California’s 8th Congressional District, it is my 
pleasure to honor and recognize Carol Abreu 
for her invaluable contributions to our commu-
nity. 
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HONORING STAFF MEMBER 
DILLON MAXWELL CHRISTOPHER 

HON. ILHAN OMAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dillon Maxwell Christopher, a dedicated 
member of my team for the last two years. 
Since August 2023, Dillon has loyally served 
the constituents of Minnesots’s 5th Congres-
sional District. 

Dillon was born and raised in the great city 
of Seattle, Washington. After graduating from 
Ballard High School in 2010, he spent an im-
pressive decade traveling across the country 
as a musician, singing and playing with nu-
merous bands before going to college in 2017. 
Dillon graduated from the University of Mary-
land in 2022 with a degree in political science 
and during that time, interned for Delegate 
Joseline A. Peña-Melnyk at the Maryland 
House of Delegates. His passion for politics 
ushered him into pursuing a career on Capitol 
Hill, where he diligently worked under Senator 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN (D–MD), Representative 
JAMIE RASKIN (D–MD), and HALEY STEVENS 
(D–MI). Dillon later joined my office before re-
turning to the Senate to serve as the Oper-
ations Assistant to Senator BERNIE SANDERS 
(I–VT). 

As the only Special Assistant & Driver in my 
office, Dillon embraced his role with sincere 
dutifulness, patience, and humility. He joined 
our team during one of those many stretches 
where everything seemed to happen at once, 
from late night travel to late night votes, and 
somehow made it all look easy. To work in a 
congressional office, one must be adaptable, 
resourceful, and unflinching in their actions 
and responsibilities. Dillon demonstrated all of 
those qualities. In his role as Special Assistant 
& Driver and as the Office Emergency Coordi-
nator, I entrusted Dillon with my office’s and 
my safety and security requirements daily, and 

he never failed to ensure our protection. He 
delivered hundreds of correspondences to my 
colleagues in Congress and constituents, 
proudly embodying our 5th District progressive 
values in both Washington and Minnesota. 

Outside the office, Dillon is deeply rooted in 
his community and in D.C.’s arts scene. He is 
the lead singer of a new band, named, appro-
priately, Dillon Maxwell, and can often be 
found playing at PorchFest or supporting local 
music venues. When he is not performing, 
he’s working in neighborhood restaurants, 
continuing the same ethics of service and gen-
erosity that define his work and perspective on 
Capitol Hill. Dillon’s commitment to public 
service and democratic values is clear—it can 
be felt in everything he does and how he car-
ries himself everyday as a tireless public serv-
ant, a good neighbor, and a loving husband 
and son (and father to many furry friends). 

During his two years of service in our office, 
Dillon has become an integral part of our 
team. He lights up every room with his good- 
natured humor and witty personality. He has 
brought levity to long days and authenticity 
and warmth that kept morale high even during 
the most chaotic times. It has been an abso-
lute pleasure working with Dillon, and I am 
confident he will drive forth our shared goals 
of making out country a better place for all 
wherever he goes. 

On behalf of Minnesota’s 5th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring and thanking Dillon for his service. His 
contributions to my office and the constituents 
of the 5th District will forever be remembered. 
It was an honor to work with Dillon in the of-
fice, and he will be dearly missed. I wish him 
all the best in his future endeavors as he 
takes his efforts and skills to the Senate. 
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Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary ministry and lifelong 
service of Pastor Jeffrey A. Johnson, Sr., as 
he retires from his role as Senior Pastor of 
Eastern Star Church in Indianapolis, Indiana 
after more than 35 years of faithful leadership. 

An Indianapolis native, Pastor Johnson ac-
cepted his call to ministry at 17 and has re-
mained steadfast in his commitment to God, 
community, and service. Lady Sharon John-
son, and their four sons have been instru-
mental in his success, and together they have 
formed a cornerstone of spiritual life in Indian-
apolis. Pastor Johnson’s impact reaches far 
beyond the pulpit—he is a preacher, a teach-
er, builder, and visionary. Since becoming 
Senior Pastor in 1988 at just 25 years old, he 
has guided Eastern Star Church through un-
precedented growth, transforming it into one of 
our Nation’s most influential congregations. 
Under his leadership, the church expanded to 
three campuses and now serves over 17,000 
members through more than 30 active min-
istries. 

Through Kingdom Word Ministries, Pastor 
Johnson has authored books, mentored lead-
ers, and shared the Gospel nationally and 
globally. His preaching—known for its depth, 

clarity, and passion, earned him honors such 
as ‘‘Best Pulpiteer’’ by the Black Christian 
News Network. 

Pastor Johnson has always embraced both 
the personal and social gospel. Under his 
guidance, Eastern Star Church built a school, 
launched church plants, supported families in 
need, and served as a voice for justice and 
hope in Indiana and beyond. As he begins a 
new chapter, Pastor Johnson will continue 
serving as ‘‘Legacy Pastor,’’ a title honoring 
his lasting influence. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the remarkable contributions of 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Johnson, Sr.—a man of vi-
sion, conviction, and compassion. May his 
continued journey in faith and leadership in-
spire generations to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO RAMON VICIOSO 

HON. DEREK TRAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 21, 2025 

Mr. TRAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with solemn re-
membrance that I rise today to pay tribute to 
a beloved husband, devoted father, thoughtful 
grandfather, and courageous Purple Heart 
Veteran, Ramon Vicioso. Ramon, known as 
Ray to those close to him, passed away 
peacefully on September 28, 2025, at the age 
of 93. 

Ray was born in New York City, grew up in 
the Bronx borough, and enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corp on October 23, 1947 at 
the age of 17 with his father’s permission. He 
was first stationed at Camp Pendleton in 
Southern California before being sent to the 
frontlines of the Korean War. In July 1951, his 
tank platoon in Korea was traveling down a 
road when foot soldiers came up behind them. 
The tanks were ordered to pull off the road, 
unknowingly into a mine field, to let the sol-
diers pass. Unfortunately, Ray’s tank was one 
of the first to be blown up, which resulted in 
his left leg being amputated and his right leg 
severely damaged. Upon returning to Cali-
fornia, Ray continued his recovery, was 
awarded the Korean Service Medal, and re-
ceived a Purple Heart for his sacrifice in the 
war. 

As he transitioned back into civilian life in 
the 1960’s, he began his long career in aero-
space planning for Bendix and later Martin 
Marietta, supporting their critical efforts in the 
race to outer space as well as working on the 
latter’s Titan IV launch team. Ray retired in 
Nevada where he was an active member of 
the local veteran community. He was known 
for his unwavering pride in the Marines and 
his own service, never complaining about what 
happened to him in Korea. 

Ray was also a beloved husband, father, 
and grandfather. While his wife of over 40 
years, Patricia Vicioso, passed away in 2024, 
he is survived by his five children, Victoria 
Hoffman, Ted Vicioso, David Vicioso, Paul 
Iverson, and one of my constituents, Beth 
Brown, as well as several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. I have requested that the 
United States flag be flown over our Nation’s 
Capital in recognition of Ray’s life and sac-
rifice to this country. Ray will be dearly missed 
by his friends and family, and his fiery legacy 
will continue on in the hearts of everyone who 
knew him. 
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