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The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
(Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God of grace, awaken the Members
of this body to the opportunities of this
day. Help them to hear Your call to
move forward and accomplish great
things for Your glory. Lord, enable
them to discover unused resources
among themselves that they can mobi-
lize dreams that have yet to be dreamt,
talents that have yet to be awakened,
and commitments that have yet to be
made. Kindle a divine light on the altar
of their souls that will guide them in
the pursuit of Your wisdom and truth.
May they confidently face their duties
knowing that You are their sufficient
shield and defense.

We pray in Your glorious Name.
Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
MooDY). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

AUTHORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—
Continued
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the en bloc nomina-
tions provided for under the provisions
of S. Res. 377.

The Senator from Iowa.

NATIONAL STILLBIRTH PREVENTION AND
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
September 19 is National Stillbirth
Prevention and Awareness Day. This
day is set aside to recognize the tens of
thousands of families in the United
States who have endured a stillbirth.

More than 21,000 pregnancies in the
United States end in stillbirth each
year. Sadly, this exceeds the top five
leading causes of death among children
under 15 years of age. It is critical that
we raise awareness and take action to
improve this grave statistic.

I am proud to have been a cosponsor
of the Maternal and Child Health Still-
birth Prevention Act that was signed
into law last year. The law clarifies
that resources like Count the Kicks
can be deployed for stillbirth preven-
tion. Count the Kicks is a simple and
free tool that helps pregnant moms
count their babies’ movements during
the third trimester. The results speak
for themselves. In the first 10 years of
the Count the Kicks campaign in Iowa,
the State’s stillbirth rate went down 32
percent while rates in the rest of the
country remained static.

My work to improve maternal and
child health doesn’t stop there. I have
introduced the Dbipartisan Healthy
Moms and Babies Act. This bill is a
comprehensive approach to addressing
our maternal mortality crisis. Through
community-based efforts, improved
support for rural labor and delivery
units, and increasing the use of tech-
nology like telehealth, we can prevent
maternal and child mortality regard-
less of the ZIP Code.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MULLIN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER
The majority leader is recognized.
GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, last
night, we found the answer to the ques-
tion of how serious Democrats are
about funding the government, and the
answer is not at all.

For years, the Democrat leader
talked about the importance of passing
clean continuing resolutions. In fact,
we did 13 of them while the Democrats
had the majority the past 4 years with
a Democrat in the White House.

The Democrats’ CR proposal this
time is the exact opposite. It is not
clean; it is filthy. It is packed full of
partisan policies and measures de-
signed to appeal to Democrats’ leftist
base: funding healthcare for able-bod-
ied adults who refuse to work; ensuring
that noncitizens go back on the Med-
icaid rolls; removing Republican-
passed measures to eliminate waste,
fraud, and abuse in Medicaid and free
up resources for the people who need
Medicaid the most.

Even while Democrats are ensuring
that noncitizens and able-bodied adults
who refuse to work are getting govern-
ment-funded healthcare, they are at-
tempting to eliminate a historic in-
vestment in home- and community-
based services for Americans with dis-
abilities. Where exactly do their prior-
ities lie?
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They are also trying to ax Repub-
licans’ transformational, once-in-a-
generation investment in rural
healthcare designed to improve the
way that we deliver care to those who
need it.

Republicans have advanced a clean,
nonpartisan CR to keep the govern-
ment funded while we continue bipar-
tisan work on regular annual appro-
priations funding bills.

Democrats—well, Democrats are
threatening to shut down the govern-
ment if Republicans don’t agree to last
night’s laundry list of partisan de-
mands. I think that tells you all you
need to know.

I expect the House to advance a clean
CR tomorrow, and I hope—I really
hope—that Democrats will come to
their senses and join us in passing it.
The ball is in their court.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. President, later today, the Sen-
ate will vote on its slate of 48 lower
level nominees to the executive branch
of our government—the first package
of nominees we will consider this year.

Normally, confirming a slate of non-
controversial, lower level nominees
like the ones in this package wouldn’t
merit a lot of discussion on the floor of
the Senate. They would normally be
confirmed in a few moments by unani-
mous consent or voice vote.

In fact, previous Presidents have had
most of their nominees confirmed this
way. George H. W. Bush and Bill Clin-
ton in their first terms each had 98 per-
cent of their civilian nominees con-
firmed by unanimous consent or voice
vote. George W. Bush and Barack
Obama had 90 percent in their first
terms in office. Then came President
Trump’s first term. Democrats injected
a healthy dose of partisanship into the
process, and all of a sudden positions
that used to go by voice vote or unani-
mous consent were now requiring roll-
call votes.

Still, both President Biden and Presi-
dent Trump in their first terms had
more than half of their nominees con-
firmed by voice or unanimous consent.

Then there is this year. This year,
Democrats fully broke the confirma-
tion process here in the Senate. For al-
most 8 months now, Democrats have
dragged out the confirmation of every
one of President Trump’s nominees. He
is the first President on record not to
have a single civilian nominee con-
firmed by unanimous consent or voice
vote—not one.

Democrats have said that they are
doing this because these are ‘‘histori-
cally bad” nominees. Historically bad?
Many of the President’s nominees are
getting Democrat support when they
come out of the relevant committee of
jurisdiction. Democrats are even vot-
ing to confirm them. But despite this,
Democrats have still slowed down the
process literally to a halt. It is delay
for delay’s sake, I suppose, so they look
like they are fighting.

Last week, Republicans put a stop to
this and restored the Senate’s long-
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standing practice of confirming nomi-
nees expeditiously in batches, the way
it was always done prior. That is what
we are going to be doing here today.

This slate of nominees, as I said, con-
sists of noncontroversial, lower level
positions in the executive branch.
Many of these positions have been
filled by unanimous consent or voice
vote in each of the last three incoming
administrations. Almost all of them
have been filled that way at least once
since President Obama. So the posi-
tions themselves aren’t controversial.
Well, interestingly enough, neither are
the nominees.

Every one of these 48 nominees was
reported out of committee with bipar-
tisan support—every single one. A sig-
nificant number of them were sup-
ported by a majority of Democrats on
their representative committees.

Under any other President, these
would be exactly the type of nominees
that we would confirm in a batch by
unanimous consent or voice vote.

Democrats’ obstruction is not about
the quality of the nominees. Let’s just
put that to rest, pure and simple. It is
about Democrats’ utter inability to ac-
cept the fact that the American people
elected President Trump.

President Trump came into office
with a mandate. And like every Presi-
dent before him, he needs his team in
place to enact his agenda. But Demo-
crats’ obstruction would have denied
him that team. It would have denied
the American people the change that
they voted for last November, and it
would have prevented the Senate from
doing important work.

So far this year, we have cast more
than 500 votes here in this Chamber.
That is more than any Senate in recent
history at this point in a Congress. But
just to finish the nominees in the pipe-
line today would require another 600
votes if we considered them all individ-
ually, which is what Democrats have
been forcing us to do since this Presi-
dent took office—600 more votes.

We have cast more than 500 up until
now. We would have had to cast an-
other 600 in the 3% months before the
end of the year just to get through the
current pipeline. That doesn’t even
consider the hundreds of additional
nominees who will be added to that
pipeline in the coming weeks and
months.

If the Senate had continued at the
pace that we have been proceeding at
through the month of July, there
would still have been hundreds of
empty desks in the executive branch on
President Trump’s last day in office in
2029. Think about that.

Republicans have fixed a broken
process and restored the Senate’s
precedent that applied to previous
Presidents, and that is allowing a ma-
jority of a President’s nominees to be
confirmed expeditiously.

I have talked a lot about allowing a
President to assemble his team, but of
course restoring Senate precedent isn’t
just about ensuring that a President
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can get his team in place; it is also
about making sure that the Senate is
able to spend sufficient time on legisla-
tive work.

First and foremost, the Senate is a
legislative body, and Democrats’ his-
toric obstruction has made it substan-
tially more difficult for the Senate to
spend adequate time on legislation. By
restoring Senate precedent on con-
firmations, we have helped ensure that
the Senate is able to fulfill all of its re-
sponsibilities.

Today is the first slate of nominees.
There will be more to come. And we
will ensure that President Trump’s ad-
ministration is filled at a pace that
looks more like those of his prede-
cessors and that this government can
deliver for the American people.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President yester-
day, Democrats released our bill to ex-
tend government funding and meet the
needs of the American people. The con-
trast between the Republican bill and
the Democratic bill is glaring.

The Republican bill is more of the
same failed status quo of Donald
Trump’s failed policies: more high
costs, healthcare cuts, and premiums
up.
Democrats have a different option.
We address the crises Americans face
in healthcare, in Medicaid, in inflation,
and in higher costs.

The House is expected to vote on
their partisan, status quo bill either
later today or tomorrow. If the bill
passes the House, the Senate should
take up the issue immediately after-
ward. We could do it quickly so we
don’t interfere with anyone’s travel
plans to Arizona.

We would ask for limited debate and
just two votes: the House status quo
bill, which delays any sort of
healthcare relief; and the Democratic
alternative, which would lower
healthcare costs for millions of Ameri-
cans.

I urge Republican leaders to speed up
these votes.

One of the oldest sayings in politics
is from the great Abraham Lincoln. He
said that ‘‘public sentiment is every-
thing.” That is certainly true in this
debate. The American people will look
at what Republicans are doing and
what Democrats are doing, and it will
be clear that public sentiment is on our
side.

Public sentiment will be on our side
for at least three reasons:

First, the American people want both
sides to work together. We have made
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it clear we want a bipartisan negotia-
tion, but Republicans don’t. The Amer-
ican people detest seeing Republicans
being so intransigent. Republicans are
governing like their view is the only
view. That is, of course, not true. We
are a split country, half and half. And
to cut one half out entirely—no talk,
no negotiation—is unacceptable for the
American people. That won’t win pub-
lic sentiment in any way.

The second reason public sentiment
is on our side: Americans are tired of
the failed, chaotic, high-cost status
quo, which decimates their healthcare,
which raises their costs, and which Re-
publicans are defending in their bill.

Tens of millions of people are going
to lose coverage. Starting in October,
millions will receive notices that their
healthcare insurance premiums are
going to go up $400, $500, $600—not a
year; a month. The average working
family can’t afford that. Premiums are
skyrocketing. Hospitals from Virginia
to Nebraska, from Maine to California
are shutting down now—not later. Peo-
ple won’t be able to see a doctor or ac-
cess affordable medication.

I met a woman whose daughter had
cancer. She said to me that they de-
pend on Medicaid for her recovery.
What is she going to do? Wait? Delay?
See what the Republicans want to do,
if anything, when they haven’t said
they would do anything at all and they
decimated healthcare themselves?

Now nursing homes are going to close
down, and many, many American fami-
lies are not going to know what to do
about taking care of their elderly par-
ents. They may not have room at home
to have them move in, and even if they
did, they can’t give them the Kkind of
healthcare their parents got in nursing
homes. But nursing homes, one after
the other, are going to close. They de-
pend on Medicaid.

This is all chaos. This is suffering.

Medical research, which can cure
cancer or Alzheimer’s—millions are
alive because we invested in medical
research—cut it off? stifle it? don’t
send the money out for it? This is
chaos. This is suffering.

These are the results of Donald
Trump’s policies, which the status quo,
partisan Republican bill maintains,
and Americans are tired of this status
quo. All the data shows it. Even Leader
THUNE called the Republican bill status
quo—the status quo option—on the
floor yesterday.

America, do you want the status quo
on healthcare? Leader THUNE says his
bill is status quo.

Today, I was amazed to hear that
Leader THUNE called our bill filthy. Is
it filthy to provide healthcare for sick
Americans? Is it filthy to prevent pre-
miums from going up $400 or $500 a
month? Is it filthy to prevent rural
hospitals from closing? That is why Re-
publicans are so out of touch. That is
why.

The American people desperately
want change. They don’t think our
country is headed in the right direc-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

tion, and they need help in bringing
healthcare costs down, providing better
healthcare. They need help maintain-
ing coverage. They need help for the es-
sentials. The Republican status quo
bill doesn’t do any of this, but the
Democratic bill does—the second rea-
son that public sentiment is on our
side, not theirs.

Finally and just as importantly, it is
unacceptable that Donald Trump has
told Republicans not to negotiate with
Democrats, and Donald Trump is head-
ing America toward a shutdown by not
negotiating.

Look. Here is what he said. These are
Trump’s words, not mine. I will remind
everybody of his words last week:
“Don’t even bother” to deal with
Democrats. When Donald Trump says
“don’t even bother” to deal with
Democrats, he says he wants a shut-
down, plain and simple. And again,
that is the last thing the American
people want—a President who says: My
way or the highway, and shut the gov-
ernment down if I don’t get my way.
That is what he said.

The public is on our side. The public
is on our side. Public sentiment is ev-
erything. They don’t like Republican
partisanship, they don’t like the status
quo bill, and they certainly don’t like
Donald Trump refusing to even have
Democrats be part of the decision.

He says he doesn’t need us? Well,
Donald Trump either doesn’t know how
to count or doesn’t understand a mod-
icum of Senate procedure, which most
Americans do.

You need 60 votes, Mr. President,
Donald Trump. You have 53. You need
our votes. To say not to bother with us
is saying you want a shutdown, plain
and simple. The American people see
that.

Finally, Leader THUNE has spent a
lot of time talking about the past. He
has quoted me. I want to remind Lead-
er THUNE—I want to remind my Repub-
lican colleagues—when Democrats
were in the majority and I was major-
ity leader, every year, we did not see a
shutdown. I was majority leader for 4
years—no shutdowns. Why? Because we
sat down with the other side and nego-
tiated. We knew that the majority had
to work with the minority. Like now,
we knew then we had to get 60 votes.
And bipartisanship ruled the day. It
had to if you wanted to avoid a shut-
down.

Why is that not happening now?
Well, frankly, Leader JEFFRIES and I
were befuddled for about a month be-
cause in late July, we asked THUNE and
JOHNSON to sit down with us—late
July. We heard nothing from them,
crickets. We asked again in early Sep-
tember; nothing, crickets.

But now it has become clear why
they wouldn’t sit down with us. Here is
the reason: Donald Trump. Donald
Trump made it clear: ‘“‘Don’t even
bother” dealing with the Democrats.
THUNE and JOHNSON listen to Trump.
They are not independent actors. They
don’t represent an independent Con-
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gress, an independent House, or an
independent Senate. And when Donald
Trump says don’t negotiate with
Democrats, they don’t and come up
with 20 excuses why.

The single biggest reason that we are
on the brink of a shutdown is Donald
Trump’s refusal to let Republicans
even negotiate.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, keep-
ing the government open is a funda-
mental responsibility of elected offi-
cials. It always needs to be bipartisan,
and today, that requires cooperation
by the Democrats.

Right now, the Democrats are threat-
ening once again to shut down the Gov-
ernment of the United States. We are
trending toward another Schumer gov-
ernment shutdown. Democrats are in
the minority in the Senate; they are in
the minority in the House. Yet they
have come up with what looks to me
like a half-hearted bait-and-switch
plan. It is a plan that is designed and is
an attempt to deceive the American
people. Democrats are trying to avoid
being blamed for their reckless ob-
struction. The American people are not
going to be deceived.

Let’s be clear. The Schumer plan is a
shutdown plan. It is far from a clean
extension of current funding. In fact, it
is a Trojan horse—a Trojan horse
packed with reckless and radical lib-
eral fantasies.

It is not serious, and the Democrats
know it. The Democrats want a ransom
payment—a ransom payment of over $1
trillion to keep the government open
for just 4 weeks.

So let’s take a look at it. There is
more than a trillion dollars in more
spending in what the Democrats are
proposing. At the same very time, they
are proposing eliminating the $50 bil-
lion rural hospital stabilization fund.

That is a lifeblood for rural hospitals
in my communities and in your com-
munities. The Schumer shutdown plan
reads like a draft of the future plat-
form for the 2028 Democrat National
Convention. There are COVID bonus
payments—this is in spite of the fact
that the COVID crisis ended years ago.
Liberal States are being rewarded for
giving taxpayer-funded healthcare to
illegal immigrants.

They want able-bodied, working-age
individuals who refuse to work to con-
tinue getting Medicaid. Remember,
these work requirements are over-
whelmingly supported by hard-working
Americans of all political persuasions.

They want to send taxpayer dollars
overseas to pay for climate projects.
This is fantasyland. They want tax-
payer dollars to keep going towards $40
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million for low emissions development
in West Africa. They want taxpayer
dollars to keep going towards $25 mil-
lion for climate resilience in Honduras.
They want the taxpayer dollars to keep
going towards $13.4 million for civic en-
gagement in Zimbabwe.

The Democrats have a long and spir-
ited history of wasting American tax-
payer dollars. This plan is no different.
The Schumer shutdown plan seems de-
signed to score political points on the
far, far left.

This is a clarifying moment for the
American people. Democrats know
they can’t have any hope of passing
this fantasy plan. They know it, and
they know it because they want gov-
ernment to close.

Republicans are proposing a clean
short-term extension of funding de-
signed to keep the government opened
and functioning. A clean short-term
continuing resolution would easily pass
the Senate in normal times. A clean
CR keeps the government open. A clean
CR gives appropriators from both par-
ties the time to complete their work in
regular order.

Let me point out that the Appropria-
tions Committee is already producing
bipartisan bills. Let me also point out
that under Joe Biden, Democrats sup-
ported 13 short-term continuing resolu-
tions to keep the government open, and
96 percent of them voted for them.

So times really are different under
this Democrat leadership in their ef-
forts to obstruct this President. Demo-
crats once again are putting politics
ahead of the essential work of gov-
erning. Senator SCHUMER is clearly
making unreasonable demands Kknow-
ing that his proposal can never pass
the Senate. All Republicans are pro-
posing is to continue to fund the gov-
ernment for the next 7 weeks. This is
going to allow us to continue the ap-
propriations process and keep the gov-
ernment open during that time.

Senator SCHUMER himself said last
year that passing a clean CR ‘‘will
avert a harmful and unnecessary shut-
down.” Now he wants to cause a harm-
ful and unnecessary shutdown. At that
time, he said passing a clean CR gives
appropriators ‘‘time to finish drafting
all 12 bills.” Let me point out that
those bills were then stuck in Senator
SCHUMER’s drawer, and he kept them
there and never brought them to the
floor of the U.S. Senate.

He even said, back then, if both sides
work together, if we reject poison
pills—of which his bill now is com-
pletely loaded with—if we reject poison
pills, he said, that can never become
law, then the task before us becomes
much, much easier.

They want to shut down the govern-
ment. That is what they are proposing.
Senator SCHUMER needs to listen to his
own advice from a year ago. But then
he was majority leader; now they are
in the minority. The proposal that he
came out with last night is loaded with
poison pills, and he knows it.

Let me repeat: 13 short-term con-
tinuing resolutions under President
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Biden. SCHUMER was the majority lead-
er at the time; 96 percent of Democrats
voted for them.

Voting yes for a short-term con-
tinuing resolution was not considered
controversial for the Democrats a year
ago.

Now, I recognize that the minority
leader today has a political problem.
His radical base is demanding a govern-
ment shutdown. They expect it, they
insist on it, they command Senator
SCHUMER to deliver that. His political
problem may soon turn into a major
problem for American families, for our
soldiers, for our Border Patrol agents,
for seniors living on a fixed income.

As Senators, our job is to keep the
government open, and Senate Repub-
licans are ready to keep the govern-
ment open. Democrats can either join
us or drag the Nation into another
Schumer shutdown. That is their
choice.

RENEWABLE FUEL STANDARD PROGRAM

Mr. President, the Renewable Fuel
Standard Program is broken. It is a
failed approach to ethanol. It has
raised prices for consumers; it has
threatened the jobs of American energy
workers; and there is cause for concern
about its harm to small engines.

The Senate is now debating whether
to force even higher amounts of eth-
anol into our fuels. For the sake of
American families, for the sake of
American workers, we should reject
this failed approach, not double down
on it. It would only worsen the harm
on the current system and lead to more
market distortions.

We need to fix our broken system in-
stead of favoring special interest
groups and forcing consumers to pay
higher prices.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic whip.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, Paul
Harvey was a radio commentator. He
used to say ‘‘And now for the rest of
the story.”

I would like to respond to my friend
from Wyoming’s comments he just
made on the floor of the Senate. One of
the proposals Democrats stand by is to
reestablish the tax credit for Ameri-
cans who are buying their health insur-
ance under the Affordable Care Act. It
could be up to 15 million Americans
stand to lose their health insurance
coverage because of changes in the law
on the big beautiful Trump budget bill.
Among those who stand to feel hard-
ship, at least, or maybe lose their in-
surance, are some 60,000 residents of
the State of Wyoming.

Last night, Senators came to the
floor to discuss this issue of the cost of
health insurance, which is going to go
up dramatically for many Americans
as of the 1st of October. The example
was given by Senator WELCH of
Vermont of an individual making
$80,000 a year in the State of Wyoming,
which he would see his ACA health in-
surance premiums go up $3,000, $3,000 a
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month—$3,000. I doubt that many of us
could put that sum on the table with-
out some sacrifice. Many people would
end up giving up their health insurance
entirely.

This was referred to as a liberal rad-
ical idea to protect that tax credit
which was taken away by the Repub-
licans in their big beautiful Trump
budget bill. I don’t think it is radical.
If you have ever lived without health
insurance and had a sick child in your
family, you will never forget it. I have
been through that experience. So this
notion that this is a radical idea is
wrong.

The Senator from Wyoming goes on
to say that we are cutting out $50 bil-
lion in a special program for hospitals
across America. What he doesn’t tell
you is that that $50 billion was a small
lifesaver put in the Big Beautiful Bill
because the Republicans voted to
eliminate $1 trillion in Medicaid spend-
ing, an essential program for small
town and rural hospitals. So we re-
store—in addition to the ACA tax cred-
it, we restored the $1 trillion which was
in the Medicaid Program, which will
spare many of these hospitals from
closing.

So when you look at the specifics of
the situation when it comes to
healthcare, this really makes a dif-
ference. I also want to tell you that the
policy, healthcare policy that we cur-
rently see with this administration is
frightening. Let me tell you a story.

When I was growing up as a little boy
in East St. Louis, IL, we were afraid of
polio. One of our classmates would go
to school healthy in the morning and
would be paralyzed before dinner. When
I was in the first grade, my friend dis-
appeared for weeks. When I asked
where she went, they just shook their
heads and said ‘‘Polio.”” When she fi-
nally returned, she couldn’t walk with-
out leg braces. I will never forget the
agony I saw on her face.

For decades, polio ravaged America,
killing and paralyzing thousands of
people a year and then—and then—a
vaccine was discovered. The Salk vac-
cine was a miracle. By 1979, polio was
eradicated in the United States. A dis-
ease that struck fear in the heart of ev-
eryone soon became—thank God—a dis-
tant memory. We repeated that success
early this century with diseases like
measles and rubella.

Unfortunately, those vaccine vic-
tories are now under attack by the
Health and Human Services Secretary
Robert Kennedy, Jr. His actions
threaten to reverse 50 years of progress
in infectious disease treatment and
prevention.

Let me tell you about the chaos that
has occurred at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention since Secretary
Kennedy was confirmed.

In February, Secretary Kennedy
moved to fire—dismiss—more than
1,000 CDC staff members. That is 10 per-
cent of the workforce. This included
key members of the Agency’s pandemic
prevention and laboratory safety staff.
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In August, he fired Dr. Susan Monarez
from her position as Director of the
CDC, despite the fact that she had been
nominated by President Trump and
confirmed by every Senate Republican
just weeks Dbefore. Yesterday Dr.
Monarez testified before the Senate
HELP Committee about the cir-
cumstances surrounding her firing, and
the revelations in her testimony were
deeply, deeply troubling.

Dr. Monarez told the committee that
Secretary Kennedy plans to upend our
Nation’s vaccine recommendation
schedules this month. You see, the
CDC’s vaccine advisory committee
meets regularly to make recommenda-
tions based on science on what vac-
cines Americans should receive at var-
ious points in their life.

States use these recommendations,
professional medical recommendations,
to develop guidelines for what vaccines
our children should receive. Health in-
surance companies are required to
cover the full cost of the recommended
vaccines from this panel. Unfortu-
nately, Secretary Kennedy unilaterally
fired all of the members of the CDC
Vaccine Advisory Committee, many of
whom were infectious disease and vac-
cine experts. He fired them all. He re-
placed them with people who have es-
poused anti-vaccine views and aligned
with extreme health-related conspiracy
theories.

This new panel is set to meet today,
and I fear they are about to upend dec-
ades of progress in preventing unneces-
sary illness by wiping out rec-
ommendations and access to childhood
vaccines.

Dr. Monarez testified yesterday that
she was fired from not preemptively
agreeing to rubberstamp these new
vaccine formulas absent scientific evi-
dence that changes would warrant.

Think about that. Secretary Kennedy
fired President Trump’s pick to head
the CDC because she insisted that the
Agency’s vaccine recommendations be
actually backed by science.

Many States who see this anti-vac-
cine movement at the highest levels of
our government are taking things to
an even further extreme. Florida an-
nounced it would end most of its vac-
cine requirements, and other Repub-
lican States are likely to follow suit.
The rising vaccine skepticism pro-
moted by Secretary Kennedy and the
Trump administration will cause a re-
surgence in preventable disease across
America.

In Texas, two unvaccinated children
died from measles earlier this year, the
first such deaths in America in 10
years. Louisiana is experiencing its
worse whooping cough outbreak in 35
years. More than 30 infants have been
hospitalized, and many were not vac-
cinated with the DTaP vaccine that
could have protected them. Tragically,
two of these infants have already died.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., will be the
first Secretary of HHS with a body
count. He is a danger to the children of
America. Kennedy’s onslaught has tar-
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geted more than just vaccines; he and
President Trump have spearheaded a
historic level of dysfunction at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. They have
frozen medical research funding and
fired scientists and researchers. Think
about that. This is going to make
America great again—firing medical
researchers?

I have been a supporter of the NIH in
all the time I have served in Congress.
The research gives people hope when
they are faced with devastating diag-
noses.

For 10 years, I have been part of a bi-
partisan task force to raise the NIH re-
search budget. In those 10 years, we in-
creased the budget by more than 60
percent, raising it from $30 billion to
$48 billion today. But Trump and Ken-
nedy’s proposed budgets for next year
eliminates this $18 billion increase in
medical research. Every penny of the
increase I fought for for the last 10
years is gone with this Trump budget.
It will mean fewer novel cures and
treatments for patients who need
them. It will dramatically reduce re-
search into Alzheimer’s, cardiovascular
disease, and diabetes. They have been
suspended because of the Trump-Ken-
nedy cuts.

Does anybody believe that America is
greater as a nation with less cancer re-
search? I don’t. Patients desperate for
cures for horrible conditions like glio-
blastoma are in agony today because
President Trump and Secretary Ken-
nedy canceled the research funding
they depend on.

Secretary Kennedy’s cuts will stifle a
generation of researchers and jeop-
ardize our medical research infrastruc-
ture. We will feel the effects of this
rash decision for decades to come.

I call on my Republican colleagues to
stand up to this public health mas-
sacre. Some of the Members are doc-
tors or parents themselves who have
vaccinated their kids or spent their ca-
reers trying to improve our healthcare
system.

My colleagues know that Secretary
Kennedy is unqualified, unhinged, and
dangerous, and I hope they will find
the courage to join me and speak out
against the terrible decisions he has
fostered. If they don’t, I fear there will
be dire consequences if we allow Sec-
retary Kennedy to continue to serve in
a role where lives are on the line, and
he is clearly unqualified.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). The Senator from Nebraska.

REMEMBERING CHARLIE KIRK

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, 13
years ago, an inspired and patriotic 18-
year-old by the name of Charlie Kirk
launched a political organization. He
wanted to identify, train, and organize
students to engage in American poli-
tics. His dynamism, his tenacity, and
his convictions helped inspire a genera-
tion.

Charlie Kirk was participating in the
very American act of political dialogue
when he was assassinated. He was a
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husband, a son, a father—had two little
children—and he was murdered in
broad daylight. It is horrifying. It is
very disheartening not only for me but
I know many young peobple.

Tragically, it is all too common.
Charlie Kirk isn’t the only political
figure to be impacted by violence. In
recent years, he has just been added to
the list of people like Congresswoman
Gabby Giffords, Congressman STEVE
SCALISE, Minnesota House speaker Me-
lissa Hortman, Pennsylvania Governor
Josh Shapiro, Supreme Court Justice
Brett Kavanaugh, and, of course, Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

No matter our political beliefs, all of
us should be able to affirm a simple
truth: that violence against political
figures is unacceptable. It is actually
anti-American, period. It is an attack
upon our very values. It is an attack
upon our Republic.

Our level of sympathy should not de-
pend on the political views of the per-
son who violence has been perpetrated
against. Our level of outrage should
not depend on the political views of the
victim or the perpetrator.

In our great country, we settle dis-
agreements with ballots, not bullets.
The way to combat speech you don’t
like is with more speech, not less
speech. This makes us better, sharper,
and more American. That is what
Charlie Kirk was doing when he was as-
sassinated.

It might seem unnecessary to say
these things in the wake of an assas-
sination, but the tragic reality is that
not every American believes what I
just said; not everybody believes these
statements are true. A recent YouGov
poll found that only 72 percent of
Americans said that political violence
is always wrong, and 11 percent said
that political violence can sometimes
be justified. Eleven percent of people
think that it is justifiable to commit
political violence. That number shocks
the conscience. Let that sink in. The
people who believe that are siding with
the bad guys.

We must reverse this trend. We must
make sure that political violence isn’t
normal, that it is not accepted. Each of
us has a role to play in that. Each of us
can be a part of restoring American
civic virtue.

We need to focus on what we know to
be good and true. Let’s spend more
time in prayer. Let’s spend more time
outdoors rather than on our phones or
our devices. Let’s spend more time get-
ting to know our neighbors and invest-
ing in our community. Let’s relearn
civil discourse. Civil discourse sharp-
ens our arguments and makes us bet-
ter, and it is better for our commu-
nities. It is what makes us human and
what makes us American. The civil dis-
course in our great Republic is what
makes us great.

There is no time to waste, and we all
have a role.

God bless Charlie Kirk, his wife
Erika, and their children. May Charlie
rest in peace.
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Now, Mr. President, I would like to
say a prayer not just for Charlie but
for our entire country.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: For
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: And I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY A. VASSILIADIS

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO. Mr. President,
today, I want to take some time to rec-
ognize a Nevadan and recognize specifi-
cally the legacy that Rosemary A.
Vassiliadis has contributed to this
country but to Nevada specifically.

On September 12, 2025, after 40 years
delivering for Southern Nevada, includ-
ing more than 28 years as an airport
leader at Clark County’s Department
of Aviation, Director Vassiliadis will
retire from her career in public service.

Rosemary started her career as budg-
et chief for the city of Las Vegas in
1984 and has been working for her com-
munity ever since. I know; I have
watched firsthand. I got to work side
by side with her. She spent the last 12
years as the top executive of Harry
Reid International Airport, leading one
of the Nation’s more dynamic airport
systems.

Rosemary was appointed as the first
woman director of Clark County’s De-
partment of Aviation in 2013 after near-
ly 16 years as deputy director.

I can’t say enough about what she
has contributed to Nevada, and I want
to talk a little bit about it because,
thanks in large part to her steward-
ship, Southern Nevada’s aviation sys-
tem has grown to a $35 billion eco-
nomic engine, employing more than
18,000 workers and serving as the gate-
way to the world’s premiere tourism
and convention destination. The sys-
tem is anchored by LAS and includes
four additional general aviation air-
ports.

Rosemary’s vision as head of LAS
emphasized the importance of the air-
port as the first and last experience
visitors had of Las Vegas, and she
prioritized efforts to enhance that cus-
tomer experience for all travelers. She
worked to expand LAS to include the D
gates and terminal 3, and her emphasis
on strategic coordination helped move
millions of travelers to the region dur-
ing some of the country’s largest sport-
ing events, including the Super Bowl
and the Formula 1 Las Vegas Grand
Prix.

Under her leadership, the airport
reached unprecedented milestones, in-
cluding handling a record 58.4 million
passengers in 2024. In the last 12 years,
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the Harry Reid International Airport
has welcomed visitors from new inter-
national destinations and solidified its
spot as one of North America’s top 10
commercial airports.

Rosemary has spent her career sup-
porting the safety and security of all
passengers and workers. During her
tenure at the Clark County Depart-
ment of Aviation, Rosemary led the
airport system through extraordinary
times, including navigating the after-
math of the September 11 terrorist at-
tacks and providing continued service
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under her direction, LAS has also be-
come a leader in the fight against
human trafficking. I know this first-
hand. As AG, I got to partner with her.
As attorney general of Nevada, I got to
partner with her and watch her focus
on how we address this horrific human
trafficking that is happening in this
country. Rosemary was one of the first
in her field to work with law enforce-
ment and human trafficking experts to
create the industry’s most comprehen-
sive initiative to train and educate air-
port employees, provide safe exit strat-
egies for victims of human trafficking,
and install multilingual signage in all
the restrooms to help address this hor-
rific, modern-day slavery that we are
seeing.

Additionally, LAS remains an indus-
try leader in security programs. Most
people don’t even know this. Rosemary
established a partnership with the
Transportation Security Administra-
tion and created a unique testing
ground for new and emerging screening
technologies in a live checkpoint envi-
ronment.

Now, I have to stress this: This is the
first and only innovation checkpoint,
and Harry Reid Airport is designated
as the Nation’s only innovation air-
port. It is because of Rosemary and her
team.

Rosemary has established the foun-
dation for the Clark County airport
system to continue to adapt as it
serves the growing Southern Nevada
population and the visitors the commu-
nity welcomes each year.

As a lifelong Nevadan, I am so hon-
ored to have worked with Rosemary
over so many years and greatly appre-
ciate her tireless efforts to grow LAS
and the Clark County airport system.
Her leadership was revolutionary, and
she will be missed.

But I want to stress even more. It is
not just the work that she did as a civil
servant, because I think that is a noble
service, and that is what she believed
in—always giving back to her commu-
nity—but Rosemary is also an incred-
ible, incredible mother, friend, neigh-
bor, lifelong Nevadan who truly be-
lieved in her State and her community,
and raised a great family.

Now I hope she has the opportunity,
after all of the years she has given to
s0 many people in Nevada and so many
tourists—I am going to say to the staff
I am looking at right now, if you have
come to Las Vegas, you have come
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through Rosemary’s airport, and this is
what it is about: making sure that peo-
ple feel loved, support. She has not
only done it for so many tourists,
international and domestic, but she
has done it for Nevadans and her fam-
ily. I am so proud of her and got a
chance to watch firsthand her commit-
ment to her State, her country, and her
family.

Rosemary, I wish you all the best.
Wherever you go next, whatever the
next chapter, know that you will al-
ways have my support and my friend-
ship and I look forward to seeing what
you do next.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

HEALTHCARE

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, we are
in the middle of a full-blown
healthcare crisis. Donald Trump and
Republicans in Congress are ripping
away healthcare from 15 million Amer-
icans. And now, thanks to Donald
Trump, one in four nursing homes
could close, community health clinics
are on the brink of shutting their
doors, hospitals, already filled to the
brim with patients, are bracing for the
biggest cuts in decades. Kids with can-
cer are watching as promising re-
search, their only chance at treatment,
is shut down and health insurance pre-
miums are skyrocketing.

Talk to anyone in the country, and
they will tell you that the cost of going
to the doctor is already way too high
because the reality is that healthcare
in America was already failing families
even before Trump and Republicans
took a chain saw to it.

Massachusetts lost two hospitals last
year in the biggest healthcare bank-
ruptcy in decades. Our community
health centers were already down to
counting their nickels to keep the door
open. And now, the Republicans have
come in and said they want to take
away money that helps cover mamas
giving birth and neighbors who need
wheelchairs and home health aides so
that they can hand that money over to
billionaire CEOs. Trump’s one-two
punch of chaotic tariffs and his Big
Beautiful Bill is going to push middle-
class families in America over a finan-
cial cliff.

Before working moms go broke from
a cancer diagnosis, Congress must act.
Before community hospitals are forced
to shut down, Congress must act. Be-
fore your mneighbor with the home
health aide loses his care, Congress
must act.

That is why Democrats are saying, if
Republicans want our votes, they need
to restore healthcare for Americans.
We made it about as clear as we hu-
manly can. The American people need
affordable healthcare. No one should go
bankrupt because they got sick and
needed to see a doctor.

And if the Republicans want to shut
down government so that they can
keep 1increasing costs and cutting
healthcare, then they need to explain
that and not just to us; they need to
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explain it to the American people.
Every Senator here is here to work for
the American people, and part of that
job is coming to the negotiating table
and making a plan to fund government.
But Donald Trump flat-out said he
doesn’t want to negotiate with Demo-
crats. He said:

Don’t even bother dealing with them.

OK, then, Republicans control the
House, the Senate, and the White
House. You own the healthcare crisis.
Democrats believe that not a single
newborn baby in America should lose
healthcare, not a single senior should
be tossed out of their nursing home and
onto the curb, and not a single person
should have to drive hours and hours to
get to the nearest hospital.

If we are going to pass a budget for
the U.S. Government, then we need to
save healthcare for millions of Ameri-
cans, period.

And make no mistake, every penny
of funding needs to be protected from a
Trump power grab. Since the week he
took office, Donald Trump has been
trying to illegally rip away money
from programs that Congress has al-
ready agreed to fund. His latest ploy:
an attempt to zero out funding without
even asking for Congress’s approval. It
is a dirty trick, and it is illegal. We
can’t have Democrats and Republicans
in Congress agree to a budget that
helps people get to the doctor and pay
for lifesaving cancer research and then
turn around and have Donald Trump
just halt that money. We need proper
safeguards.

So this is our moment. This is our
chance to restore healthcare for mil-
lions of people in this country. Right
now is our small window of oppor-
tunity. The Democrats are ready to go.
We want to seize this opportunity. It is
only the Republicans who stand in the
way.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF HURRICANE HELENE

Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, I rise
today in remembrance of the 1-year an-
niversary of Hurricane Helene, a dis-
aster of unprecedented magnitude that
devastated North Carolina’s Appa-
lachian Mountains.

On the evening of September 26, 2024,
this historic storm struck the Blue
Ridge Mountains, leaving a trail of
devastation in its wake, putting the
livelihoods of thousands of North Caro-
linians on hold, and shattering many
communities.

As we approach this solemn anniver-
sary, I want to reflect on the lives that
Hurricane Helene took with her. One
hundred eight lives were tragically lost
in this disaster, leaving their families
grieving. To this day, five individuals
remain unaccounted for, leaving their
loved ones without answers.

In their loss, we are reminded of the
comfort and hope found in the 23rd
Psalm:

Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
You are with me.
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God has been with us in grief, and he
is now with us in recovery.

But when I look back on this past
year, what is most visible is not de-
struction; it is resilience: neighbors
helping neighbors, communities com-
ing together, and the people of the Ap-
palachian Mountains leaning on faith
and hope and determination to carry us
through the aftermath of the storm.

A year ago, when Helene first hit,
there was no way in or out of the
mountains. When I was able to get
through, I was in contact with numer-
ous local leaders who tried to describe
what was happening on the ground. I
saw the impact firsthand thanks to
North Carolina agriculture commis-
sioner Steve Troxler when we surveyed
the devastation together in a forestry
helicopter. Shortly thereafter, I made
the first of many on-the-ground visits
to the affected towns.

What I quickly saw was the tremen-
dous work being done by Samaritan’s
Purse and Baptists on Mission, along
with many other faith- and commu-
nity-based organizations and non-
profits that stepped up to help. Compa-
nies like Lowe’s, Walmart, AT&T,
Verizon, and many more stepped up
significantly in contributing funds and
resources to support rebuilding efforts.

I spoke to local heroes—our first re-
sponders—some of whom had not been
home in days and were left unsure of
the status of their own homes and fam-
ilies. In Fairview, two landslides
claimed the lives of 11 members of the
Craig family, and they had lived on
that land for over a century. I em-
braced residents as they wept—shaken
by their unimaginable loss—as they
were left to navigate the uncertainty
of just how to move forward. But what
struck me the most was the willingness
of ordinary people to step up with ex-
traordinary courage and put them-
selves at risk to save a life.

In Spruce Pine, Eddie Hunnell
jumped into rushing waters to save a
stranger whose home was being washed
away.

Junior Singleton—75 years old from
Avery County—woke up to water in his
basement that was rising quickly. As
neighbors gathered at his home on high
ground, he recognized someone was
missing. He waded through the flood-
waters to get his neighbors out of their
home and safely to higher ground.

Medics in Mitchell County, during
the shelter-in-place order, responded to
a teen boy experiencing a seizure. They
had to cut their way through downed
trees to reach the boy’s home and de-
liver lifesaving care.

In Yancey County, Mountain Herit-
age High School students are
partnering with Rebuilding Hollers to
build tiny homes for Hurricane Helene
survivors. Their work restores not just
shelter but the hope that people can
begin to rebuild their lives.

In Madison County, the catastrophic
flooding in Hot Springs—home to just
520 people—gave rise to the Rebuild
Hot Springs Area organization. To-
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gether, this small town and its neigh-
bors have raised hundreds of thousands
of dollars to help families return home
and businesses to reopen. Though chal-
lenges remain, on May 2, the town offi-
cially reopened its doors to welcome
visitors once again.

In Henderson County, chief Steve
Freeman led Bat Cave’s volunteer fire
department through Helene by urging
evacuations, coordinating rescues, and
conducting welfare checks for weeks
without any power. He expanded his
crew, patrolled the rivers daily, and
built a spirit of unity, helping neigh-
bors endure and rebuild together.

In Chimney Rock, which was one of
the hardest hit towns, manager Ste-
phen Duncan and mayor Peter O’Leary
are charting a path forward. With non-
profits like Spokes of Hope, the Great
Needs Trust, and Amish partners from
Pennsylvania, the community is re-
building Main Street with reclaimed
wood and donated supplies, restoring
not only buildings but a sense of hope.

Large sections of the Blue Ridge
Parkway are now back open. The park-
way serves as a lifeline to the travel
and tourism industry in Western North
Carolina, and it is the foundation of
the small business economy. Work is
ongoing on the most damaged sections
of the parkway, and those stretches are
slated to reopen next year.

Now, while we have seen some suc-
cesses as folks work to return to nor-
mal, there is still a lot of work to do to
make sure Western North Carolina is
stronger than it was before those fate-
ful days. As we shifted from response
to recovery, communities spent mil-
lions of dollars of their own to clean up
and rebuild with the promise of Federal
reimbursement. They have been met
with unnecessary bureaucratic grid-
lock as the Federal Government re-
views grant applications and slow-pay
funds.

I have talked to local officials about
how the slow pace of reimbursements
was putting a strain on their general
budgets that are still reeling from the
economic impacts of lost tourism and
businesses that never reopened. I have
continued to fight to make sure our
communities have the support that
they need from their Federal Govern-
ment to get these critical reimburse-
ment checks signed and out the door
for the people of Western North Caro-
lina.

As we approach the 1l-year anniver-
sary of the most expensive and deadly
natural disaster in North Carolina’s
history, we have much work still to do.
The backlog is too long. There are still
tarps on homes. Roads and bridges re-
main unbuilt. Needs are great, and help
is just too slow. But we are finally
starting to reduce the backlog of
projects awaiting Federal reimburse-
ment. President Trump and I know
that the needs are still urgent, and we
are working together to get Western
North Carolinians the help that they
need.
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We couldn’t have come this far with-
out the local leaders who have shoul-
dered the weight of the crisis and guid-
ed their communities toward recovery.
I want to thank all of the county com-
missioners and mayors, county and
town managers, and local emergency
management directors in all of the im-
pacted counties who have stood on the
frontlines of this disaster, never once
faltering in their commitment to
serve.

To the firefighters, law enforcement
officers, emergency medical personnel,
churches, and volunteers who answered
the call in our darkest hours, thank
you. Your courage saved lives, and
your sacrifice gave us strength.

To the people of Western North Caro-
lina—those who have borne the brunt
of this disaster—it is because of your
resilience that homes are being rebuilt
for families to continue making memo-
ries; that students are returning to
classrooms and are determined to keep
learning; and that small business own-
ers are reopening their doors against
all odds.

It is your unyielding spirit that has
inspired all of us throughout North
Carolina and across the Nation. I will
continue to speak up for you in the
U.S. Senate and know that your loss
will never be forgotten.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HAGERTY). The
Hampshire.

(Mr.
Senator from New

————

SUPPORT FOR PATIENTS AND
COMMUNITIES REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2025

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pass into law a lifesaving bi-
partisan legislation that will enable us
to keep fighting the opioid and
fentanyl epidemic, an epidemic that
has destroyed families and devastated
communities all across our country.

Our country faces many challenges,
and I am sure we will continue to de-
bate in the coming weeks how to ad-
dress those, but today we will advance,
on a bipartisan basis, lifesaving legisla-
tion that we know is working to com-
bat fentanyl.

New data from earlier this summer
found that drug overdose deaths
dropped 27 percent last year, compared
to the prior year. Since the advent of
the opioid crisis, we now have a much
better sense of what works to prevent
and treat addiction, the resources we
need to do so, and the light that exists
on the other end of this terrible tunnel.
But we can only get there if we keep up
the fight.

The SUPPORT Act of 2018, signed
into law by President Trump during his
first term, established vital addiction
treatment infrastructure. Reauthor-
izing this bipartisan law is essential to
our addiction prevention, treatment,
and recovery efforts. For example, the
act includes funding for addiction
treatment for pregnant women and
funds for training and equipment to
help first responders in this fight.
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The original SUPPORT Act passed
the Senate with 98 votes, and this bi-
partisan reauthorization passed the
House with 366 votes.

Now the Senate will send it to the
President’s desk.

While we have made progress in this
fight, we cannot be complacent. While
there are still too many families and
communities ravaged by addiction, we
cannot despair. Nothing less than peo-
ple’s lives depend on us acting.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2483 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2483) to reauthorize certain
programs that provide for opioid use disorder
prevention, treatment, and recovery, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. HASSAN. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed and
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2483) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate just passed a major bipartisan
package to reauthorize the SUPPORT
Act, and it is headed to President
Trump’s desk. Today is proof that de-
spite our differences, bipartisan
progress is possible.

I am particularly pleased to be here
with my colleague and chair of the
HELP Committee Senator CASSIDY,
who has been instrumental in this fight
and who will speak in just a moment.

To our first responders, know that
training and equipment are coming to
help make your job easier.

To our healthcare providers, know
that resources are coming to help peo-
ple get and stay in recovery.

To those battling addiction, know
that support is on the way.

I am deeply grateful to a number of
my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, and I am looking forward to Sen-
ator CASSIDY’s comments just now. I
am also grateful to Senator SANDERS
for working with me on getting this
done as well as the advocates who
knew we could not give up in this fight.

This package will save lives, and I
look forward to continuing to make
available every tool we have to stop
fentanyl.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I want
to start by thanking Senator HASSAN

The
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so much and Representative BRETT
GUTHRIE and other colleagues for their
work to pass the SUPPORT Act. It is
part of, as a doctor, I would say, a pro-
patient—we would say pro-family—
agenda that we wish to deliver for the
American people.

About a month and a half ago, Presi-
dent Trump had a signing ceremony for
the HALT Fentanyl Act at the White
House. That was my bill, so I was privi-
leged to be there. Behind him were
families holding the pictures of their
children who had died from fentanyl
overdose. Incredibly moving.

I had a similar ceremony in Baton
Rouge where, across Louisiana, people
came and held a picture of their child
who had died. In one case, the young
man had a hard time sleeping, and
somebody at his church gave him a pill
to take. He took the pill. It was laced
with fentanyl, and he died of an over-
dose.

This is an incredibly powerful
addictant, an incredibly powerful, abil-
ity-to-kill drug.

The HALT Fentanyl Act is one part
of it. It gives support to law enforce-
ment as they attempt to combat this
scourge.

The SUPPORT Act is supporting
those who are delivering that primary
care, that first responder care, that
care of a family for a loved one who
might be addicted, that care to the pa-
tient herself or himself.

Just this morning, I was on a radio
program with Ted Dumas out of Lou-
isiana. We were talking—as we talked
about the HALT Fentanyl Act—that
there is somebody listening to this pro-
gram who is addicted to fentanyl and is
looking for a way out; there is some
family member listening who Kknows
they have a family member with a
fentanyl addiction or some other addic-
tion who needs a way out. The SUP-
PORT Act is giving them the tools
they need to either come out of addic-
tion or to help someone come out of ad-
diction.

Let me just give a shout-out to Presi-
dent Trump. Since he has taken office,
we have seen a control of the southern
border, we have seen the Mexican
Army going after cartels who have
been manufacturing and bringing in
the fentanyl, and we have seen the
chemical companies in China—which
Senator HASSAN and I, when we went to
China last year, specifically asked the
leadership of China to control. Presi-
dent Trump is going after those chem-
ical companies and after the Govern-
ment of China in order to control those
chemical companies.

This is a full-court press our govern-
ment is making. Giving credit to Presi-
dent Trump where credit is due but
also to the Congress for passing the
HALT Fentanyl Act and now the SUP-
PORT Act. We are working to control
this scourge.

I look forward to this being signed
into law. I look forward to continuing
to work with congressional colleagues
and the President to enact a pro-fam-
ily, pro-patient agenda that addresses
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this. I look forward to people coming
out of addiction. One death from over-
dose is one death too many.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TUBERVILLE). The Senator from Flor-
ida.

———

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 14,
2025, AS THE “NATIONAL DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE FOR CHARLIE
KIRK”

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
as if in legislative session and notwith-
standing rule XXII, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of S. Res. 403, which was
submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 403) expressing sup-
port for the designation of October 14, 2025,
as the ‘‘National Day of Remembrance for
Charlie Kirk”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I know of no
further debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the question is on
adoption of the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the preamble be
agreed to and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
like most Americans, my wife Ann and
I are completely heartbroken by the
tragic loss of our friend and fellow pa-
triot Charlie Kirk in a despicable, tar-
geted assassination.

This is a devastating loss for his wife
Erika and their two precious kids and
the millions, including myself, who felt
the impact of Charlie’s work and were
inspired by his devotion to God and his
beliefs.

Charlie was a good man, a devout
husband, father, and friend. His life
was shaped by his faith and idea that
in America, debate and discussion are
crucial to the betterment of our coun-
try. He believed in God, the American
dream, the value of family, and the
principles of our great Nation.

I talked to Charlie pretty much every
week. I did his shows often. I did his
show 2 days before the assassination.
We talked about that he was going to
be going to another college to visit. I

403) was
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have gone to colleges to visit, and it is
uplifting. But Charlie would go, and he
would take anybody’s question and
have a conversation with them. He just
was the most wonderful person to talk
to, and so many people in this country
looked up to him.

Charlie dedicated his life to the idea
that the power of our ideas cannot only
win the day but start a movement. And
that is exactly what he did. As the
founder and executive director of the
nonprofit Turning Point USA, he and
his team worked to build thousands of
chapters across the Nation dedicated to
educating students about the principles
of freedom, free markets, and limited
government.

Charlie inspired millions of young
Americans to be involved in the future
of their country and make their voices
heard. He traveled to college campuses
around the Nation to share ideas and
talk about them.

Charlie was never afraid to have a
conversation. He didn’t care if you
agreed or disagreed with his ideas. He
welcomed the opportunity to respect-
fully and peacefully debate ideas in the
court of public opinion.

Unfortunately, Charlie was taken
from us in a disgusting act of political
violence on September 10, 2025, but his
legacy lives on. Charlie will long be re-
membered for his love of God, his fam-
ily and this great Nation and the im-
pact he had on each and every one of
us.

We have the opportunity to carry on
his memory by believing in the power
of ideas, discussion, and the value of
our Nation. As we mourn this massive
loss, let us gather together in our com-
munities and pray for his family and
our Nation. And let us honor Charlie by
believing in the power of our ideas to
win the day and leave this Nation a
better place.

I am proud to have the support of
more than 20 of my colleagues to honor
Charlie by dedicating his birthday—Oc-
tober 14, 20256—as ‘‘National Day of Re-
membrance for Charlie Kirk.”

I want to thank my Senate col-
leagues for uniting together to honor a
great American patriot, a leader and
friend.

Charlie will be remembered for the
profound impact he had on our lives
and our Nation. On October 14, we will
gather together as a nation and pay
tribute to his great life.

Now I will yield the floor to my col-
league from Tennessee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague from Florida for
bringing this resolution forward and
for taking the time to honor a true
American patriot Charlie Kirk.

He was a champion for freedom, and
he was a role model for millions of
young people across our country.

As my colleague had mentioned, he
was a devoted husband to Erika and an
amazing father to his two children. We
offer our condolences to his family.
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By adopting my colleague’s resolu-
tion, this Chamber has an opportunity
to honor the legacy that Charlie is
leaving. He believed in robust, respect-
ful, bipartisan debate. He encouraged
you to challenge your own thoughts
and actions; he encouraged you to
enter into that debate, to commit to
leaving this country in better shape
than you found it; and, of course, al-
ways giving back more than you took.

We are going to miss him des-
perately. I join many across the coun-
try who are mourning with his family
and praying that justice will be served.

I am grateful to have known him per-
sonally, spending hours speaking with
him at Turning Point USA events and
watching how Turning Point has
grown, not only into a nationwide but
a global movement. He started it when
he was 18 years old.

One of the things that always im-
pressed me was how he managed to
stay in contact, to offer to help to push
issues forward, and to lend a hand no
matter how big or small the cause.

Recently, I appreciated hearing from
him as I had put some information for-
ward, and he responded immediately on
what a good idea this was.

I do want to share just one example
of his generosity. One of my grandsons
was such a fan of Charlie, and he want-
ed to start a Turning Point chapter at
his school. The school didn’t want to
have that chapter, so my grandson had
to find another way, which he did. I
texted Charlie to read him in on the
situation, to make him aware. He
jumped in to support my grandson and
to thank him for the effort.

My grandson said he really felt like
Charlie was rooting for him in this sit-
uation, and I think that is the way
every young person felt when they met
him. They felt Charlie was on their
side. He wanted the best for them. He
wanted to encourage them, to help
them think critically through issues
that matter to our country.

To any young person mourning his
loss, I encourage you to honor Charlie’s
memory by continuing to support his
movement to realize a conservative,
prosperous United States of America.

He believed in hard work and smart
work, so honor him by working hard,
by working smart, by looking for those
opportunities to be a leader, to dream
those big dreams like Charlie did, and
then find a way to make those dreams
come true. That is how you honor his
life and legacy.

We will not allow his life or legacy to
be forgotten, and we will not stop
fighting to eradicate the rot of polit-
ical violence in our Nation that
claimed his life.

I yield to my colleague from Ala-
bama.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HAGERTY). The Senator from Alabama.

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to honor my
friend and true American patriot Char-
lie Kirk.

Charlie was one of the most influen-
tial people in America. He was an ex-
tremely effective teacher—I repeat, a
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teacher—of young people. He helped
educate millions of young Americans
about patriotism and conservative
moral values.

His organization, Turning Point
USA, is largely credited with President
Trump’s unprecedented success with
young voters in this past election.

But he didn’t just reach out to con-
servative students. He was a champion
of free speech for everybody.

Over the past week, I have enjoyed
seeing many, many, many videos of
Charlie’s debates with college students
all over our great country.

The first thing you notice when you
watch these videos is how brilliant
Charlie was. He could beat anyone in a
debate and, clearly, had a great career
in front of him.

But the second thing you notice
about these debates is how kind Char-
lie was. He never raised his voice. He
never said anything hateful. If you
looked up the words ‘‘positive atti-
tude” in the dictionary, Charlie Kirk’s
name would come up.

I don’t know if I could stay as calm
as he did while he was talking with
some of these confused young students,
to be honest with you. But Charlie al-
ways rose above it and extended grace,
even to the people he disagreed with
the most. That was clearly because of
his Christian faith, which influenced
everything that Charlie did. He was ex-
tremely outspoken about Christianity,
and I truly believe this is one of the
main reasons that he lost his life.

He was also an incredible, devoted fa-
ther and husband. He talked often
about how the most meaningful thing
you can do in life is to get married and
have kids. What a powerful and much
needed message for our young people to
hear.

There is so much more I could say
about Charlie, but I think the out-
pouring of love and support after his
death speaks for itself. If you notice,
there haven’t been riots this past week.
Businesses have not been forced to
board up their windows. Instead, pray-
er vigils have been held for Charlie not
only across the country but around the
world. Pews and parking lots were
overflowing in churches this past Sun-
day. I have seen countless social media
posts of people saying they purchased
their Bibles for the first time this week
because of Charlie.

When Charlie was asked how he
wanted to be remembered in an inter-
view earlier this year, he said he want-
ed to be remembered for having cour-
age for his faith. And that is exactly
how Charlie is being remembered.

Charlie may have gone home to be
with the Lord, but his work here on
Earth won’t stop.

I am glad to see that Turning Point
has had more than 54,000 requests for
new chapters at colleges and high
schools across the country.

I have a granddaughter Rosie Gracie,
and I will absolutely encourage her to
get involved in Turning Point when she
is just a little bit older.
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To Charlie’s grieving wife Erika and
his two beautiful children, we are pray-
ing for you. Just know how grateful we
are for Charlie’s life and legacy. I will
continue fighting every day for the val-
ues that Charlie believed in: faith, fam-
ily, and freedom.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORENO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

AUTHORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

(The remarks of Mr. LANKFORD per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2859
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. LANKFORD. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I don’t
normally come to the floor to give
somewhat lengthy remarks, but today
I am doing so because of a deep and,
frankly, rising concern for the future
of our intelligence community and, in
turn, the security of the United States.

For months now, we have watched
President Trump’s administration, led
in this arena by his handpicked Direc-
tor of National Intelligence Ms.
Gabbard, systemically undermine the
men and women whose mission is to
keep this country safe. These are pro-
fessionals who serve under Republican
and Democratic administrations alike.
They are career officials who put duty
before politics, who swear an oath not
to any President but to the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

Yet as this administration fires and
denigrates these very men and women,
as expertise that takes literally dec-
ades to build is being thrown away as
it conflicts with political talking
points, as assessments grounded in fact
are being shelved in favor of conspiracy
theories, our adversaries are con-
spiring, sharing intelligence and mili-
tary capabilities and strategizing over
how to weaken the United States while
advancing a very different authori-
tarian vision for the world.

At the same time, I fear the integrity
of our intelligence is being sacrificed
on the altar of partisan convenience.
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This is not some kind of inside-the-
beltway turf battle, and it is not an-
other partisan disagreement. I believe
at stake is something much more fun-
damental: whether America will con-
tinue to have an intelligence commu-
nity free to speak truth to power or
whether political pressure will blind us
to the very real threats our Nation
faces.

(Mr. BUDD assumed the Chair.)

History shows us what happens when
intelligence is ignored, manipulated, or
kept from those who need it most. In
1941, the U.S. Navy intercepted commu-
nications showing that Japan was plan-
ning to attack Pearl Harbor. That
knowledge ended up being of little use
because it was not communicated to
the people who could have taken action
to protect the fleet. The result was the
devastating surprise that cost thou-
sands of American lives.

In the aftermath, Congress resolved
that we could never again afford to be
blindsided. So in 1947, in a bipartisan
way, Congress created the Central In-
telligence Agency, the modern Depart-
ment of Defense, and other institutions
to ensure that unfiltered, unbiased in-
telligence is provided to the President,
to Congress, and to our military. These
institutions are meant to protect us
from surprises and to give policy-
makers the truth, even when it is in-
convenient or uncomfortable.

Now, for the most part, this system
has worked, and all of us who work up
here know it has never been perfect.
The abuses revealed by the Church
Committee in the 1970s made clear why
strong congressional oversight is essen-
tial. That is why the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee was established in
1976 and our House counterpart the fol-
lowing year.

Today, while not flawless, these com-
mittees—of which I know the Presiding
Officer is a member—remain the best
check we have to ensure that intel-
ligence Agencies uphold American val-
ues and laws and avoid repeating past
mistakes—and hopefully learning from
them when they do occur. Even with
our modern system of congressional
oversight, we have seen tragic failures.
Intelligence failed to predict the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. We failed to
connect the dots before 9/11. And per-
haps most foreboding, in the runup to
the Iraq war, intelligence was distorted
to fit policy preferences. Intelligence
about weapons of mass destruction and
Saddam Hussein’s ties to al-Qaida were
inflated and cherry-picked. Analysts
who even at that time raised doubts
were ignored.

The result was a devastating war in
Iraq, fought under false pretenses, that
cost literally thousands of American
servicemembers their lives and limbs.
But we learned from those failures.

After the September 11 attacks, Con-
gress placed additional safeguards and
created a new position: the Director of
National Intelligence. The objective
was to better coordinate our intel-
ligence Agencies, to avoid the so-called
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groupthink, to remove silos amongst
our now 18, 19 intelligence Agencies,
and to ensure that analysts could pro-
vide thorough, candid assessments—
again, even when the truth was uncom-
fortable or unwelcome.

That was the commitment I asked
President Trump’s nominee and the
current Director of National Intel-
ligence, Ms. Gabbard, to make during
her confirmation hearing, and she as-
sured our committee and the American
people that she would protect the inde-
pendence of the intelligence commu-
nity to ensure that the IC is never po-
liticized. She even pointed to the runup
to the war in Iraq as the clearest exam-
ple of what happens when intelligence
is bent to fit policy and the President
is told only what he wants to hear. She
pledged that she would never allow
those mistakes to be repeated on her
watch.

Mr. President, but in only 6 months,
we have seen the opposite from this ad-
ministration. We have seen career FBI
agents, people who have risked their
lives for this country, forced out of
their positions simply for investigating
crimes committed in the January 6 in-
surrection. These were professionals
following the law, performing their
sworn duties, and yet their service was
treated as disloyalty. Careers were
ended and decades of expertise were
discarded just for doing the job they
were entrusted to do.

We have seen the Chairman and Dep-
uty Chairman of the National Intel-
ligence Council dismissed because their
well-documented, evidence-based as-
sessment of the Venezuelan Tren de
Aragua criminal network did not align
with the administration’s preferred
narrative. These analysts presented
carefully sourced intelligence showing
that the gang of bad guys acted, actu-
ally, independent of the Venezuelan
Government, not at the behest of for-
eign officials. Yet their findings were
rejected and their leadership positions
removed simply because the truth
didn’t fit a politically convenient
story.

And again, to be clear, there is no
question that Maduro’s regime in Ven-
ezuela and the TDA are ruthless actors
who pose real threats, but punishing
officials—punishing intelligence offi-
cials in particular—for telling the
truth only weakens our ability to con-
front them.

We have seen the three-star general
leading the Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy pushed out after analysts produced
a straightforward, evidence-based as-
sessment showing that Iran’s nuclear
program had not been obliterated, as
President Trump so loudly claimed.
Rather than face those facts, the ad-
ministration decided to punish the
messenger, and he was let go from DIA.

We have seen, more recently, ana-
lysts, literally with decades of experi-
ence on Russia, stripped of their secu-
rity clearances or reassigned at the
very moment that their years of exper-
tise is needed most.
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More recently, DNI Gabbard has per-
sonally revoked the clearances of at
least 37 individuals in a transparently
political act of vengeance in a single
stroke of a pen and, at least in one
case, exposing an official working un-
dercover. That alone—putting someone
who has worked undercover and identi-
fying that identity—in past adminis-
trations would have been grounds for
firing.

We have seen statutory requirements
to keep Congress fully and currently
informed ignored, oversight stymied
and obstructed, and inspectors general
who are supposed to keep their eyes on
these Agencies—inspectors general and
their personnel silenced, forced out, or
removed.

And I remind my colleagues, in terms
of oversight for the intelligence com-
munity, that is not a right that all 100
Senators have. There are literally 17 of
us. As chair or vice chair over the last
few years, I am part of the so-called
Gang of 8. If we don’t do our jobs, no-
body is watching all of these intel-
ligence Agencies.

Even more damaging, we have seen
highly sensitive intelligence declas-
sified and released, clearly for political
purposes, without proper coordination
with the Agencies responsible for pro-
tecting sources and methods—that is
how we do our work and who are the
people involved. The disclosures actu-
ally risked revealing the identities of
assets—and those are human beings—
and the techniques we rely on—those
are the technology and skills we have—
and the credibility of ongoing oper-
ations, all for the sake of advancing a
political narrative. The very tools that
protect lives and maintain America’s
strategic advantage are being treated
as leverage in a partisan game.

Let’s remember, the so-called Russia
hoax and that assessment, which this
administration continues to disparage,
was a coordinated, unanimous finding
by the entire intelligence community.
Our committee—on a bipartisan, unan-
imous basis—reviewed it and validated
it extensively. Not a single one of my
Republican colleagues objected to its
findings, including the current Sec-
retary of State, then-committee chair-
man Senator Rubio.

And what did that assessment actu-
ally conclude? I think every one of us
understood that Russia conducted a
sweeping, systematic campaign to
interfere in our 2016 election; that Mos-
cow’s goal was to sow chaos, to under-
mine faith in American democracy,
and specifically to boost Mr. Trump’s
candidacy. These findings were not par-
tisan talking points; they were sober
judgments of career professionals,
backed by evidence, and affirmed by
both parties in Congress.

And during the first Trump adminis-
tration, they responded to that report
appropriately and put resources to
make sure the 2020 election was the
safest election on record. Kudos to the
first Trump administration in doing
that.
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But with all of this happening, as
troubling as all of this is, what may be
most astonishing is who seems to be
calling the shots now: not seasoned na-
tional security leaders, not career in-
telligence professionals, but conspiracy
theorist Laura Loomer, a figure who
has called the 9/11 terrorist attacks an
inside job, who described herself as a
“pro-White nationalist’> and a ‘‘proud
Islamophobe,”” and who has made open-
ly racist and anti-Muslim statements.
This is not someone with even a shred
of credibility, let alone the experience
or judgment we should demand from
those influencing U.S. national secu-
rity decisions.

Yet, time and again, we have seen
senior officials pushed out of their
posts because Ms. Loomer decided they
were not sufficiently loyal to the Presi-
dent. National Security Council staff-
ers, people well-known and respected
on both sides of the aisle, including
staffers who worked for my Republican
colleagues in the Senate, were shown
the door at her demand; the two top of-
ficials at the National Security Agen-
cy, including a well-respected four-star
general, Timothy Haugh, forced out,
along with the Agency’s general coun-
sel, again at Loomer’s behest.

These are critical posts in one of our
most important intelligence organiza-
tions, vacated not because of mis-
conduct or failure but because of the
whims of a political provocateur whose
public record is filled with hate and
conspiracies. And don’t take my word
on these actions. Ms. Loomer’s own so-
cial media feed claims all of these
firings and dismissals almost as tro-
phies.

And just a few weeks ago we saw
something that I believe should trouble
every Member of this body, regardless
of which party you belong to. My staff
and I had arranged a visit to the Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency
located in my State of Virginia so that
I could go ahead and do my constitu-
tional duty of oversight and, in that
meeting, meet with intelligence profes-
sionals who also happened to be my
constituents. Yet, at the last minute,
that visit was blocked—again—and ap-
parently, as she claimed, by Laura
Loomer.

What does it say about the state of
our national security when a self-pro-
claimed White nationalist and
Islamophobe with a personal vendetta
against U.S. Government officials—
and, by the way, no security clearance,
no sworn duty to defend the Constitu-
tion—can dictate who serves in critical
intelligence positions and even prevent
Members of this Chamber from con-
ducting basic oversight?

I have to ask again: Why is this ad-
ministration going to war against the
very professionals sworn to keep our
country safe? Why are decades of serv-
ice and sacrifice being tossed aside?

Why? Because they think they are
still obliged to provide the truth and
speak truth to power. But, instead, it
appears that sometimes those truths
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are inconvenient because sometimes
their assessments are not what the DNI
and the President want to hear.

These safeguards we put in place and
the oversight this body provides—
again, only 17 of us have seen these
classified programs—these safeguards
only work if intelligence officers know
that they can tell the truth without
losing their jobs. If analysts who ana-
lyze the facts and try to come up with
conclusions believe their careers will
be destroyed for offering inconvenient
assessments, then we will only get in-
telligence the White House wants.

Imagine the consequences if our in-
telligence community is forced to
spend its time chasing down conspiracy
theories instead of monitoring ter-
rorist networks, cyber threats, or for-
eign adversaries. Imagine if analysts
stop flagging real dangers because they
fear political retaliation. Imagine if ex-
perienced officers walk away from
service altogether because they know
their expertise will be diminished or
punished. That kind of environment
doesn’t just weaken our intelligence
community, it puts every American
family at risk.

Again, this is not some kind of par-
tisan point. Democrats and Repub-
licans alike have relied on the intel-
ligence community to keep the country
safe. Every President, whether they
liked what they were hearing or not,
has depended on accurate, independent
analysis to make decisions that affect
millions of lives.

That is what makes this current mo-
ment so alarming. We are dismantling
trust in institutions that literally took
generations to build. We are eroding
morale among some of the most dedi-
cated professionals in public service.
And I fear that we are sending a clear
message to young officers, whether
they are at the CIA or any of the other
intelligence Agencies: Don’t bother
building a career in intelligence if you
plan on telling the truth.

Meanwhile, these aren’t actions in a
vacuum. Our adversaries aren’t slowing
down. Cyber attacks, disinformation
campaigns, nuclear proliferation, ter-
rorist attacks, transnational criminal
organizations—these threats are real,
and they are not going to wait for us to
get our house in order.

If we continue to allow politics to
dictate what intelligence is acceptable,
we are effectively flying blind. That is
why, again, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle: Please, for God’s
sake, take this seriously. We can dis-
agree about policy, but we cannot
allow the facts themselves to be cor-

rupted.
The intelligence community must re-
main independent, professional, and

committed to the Constitution above
all else.

I have had the opportunity in my
tenure on this committee to work with
a lot of these men and women. I didn’t
know many of them before I was on the
Intelligence Committee. They are dedi-
cated professionals. I never asked a sin-
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gle one what their party affiliation
was. They oftentimes put their lives in
harm’s way and, candidly, never get
the attention that our military does.
They work in secret.

The truth is, these professionals and
the work they do deserve to be re-
spected, honored, and listened to be-
cause if you corrupt the intelligence
and bend it to political wills, we have
seen constant examples of what hap-
pens.

The truth is, the American people de-
serve nothing less.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as
many Americans know, the current
budget is going to expire at the end of
September, and if an agreement is not
reached, the government will shut
down, which is, frankly, not anything
that anyone wants. The question that
we now have to address is how we keep
the government open and serve the
needs of the American people.

As Americans know, Republicans
have a majority in the House and in
the Senate, and they also control the
White House. They run the govern-
ment. Republicans have the responsi-
bility, therefore, to keep the govern-
ment open.

My understanding is that there will
be a vote tomorrow on a continuing
resolution to fund the government
until November 20. In the House, a sim-
ple majority wins, and I would imagine
that, by a very slim vote, Republicans
will have the votes they need in order
to pass their resolution.

In the Senate, however, the rules are
different—historically different. In
order to pass a continuing resolution,
it will take a 60-vote majority to pass.
That means that at a time when there
are 53 Members of the Republican cau-
cus and 47 Members of the Democratic
caucus, it will require bipartisan sup-
port. That is what Senate rules are
about.

In other words, Republicans will need
Democratic and/or Independent votes—
I am an Independent—in order to keep
the government open.

Bottom line: Republicans will need to

negotiate. That is how the Senate
works, and that is how democracy
works.

Speaking for myself and I believe
many millions of Americans, here is
some of what it will take to get my
vote:

No. 1. Republican leadership, don’t
take away healthcare from 15 million
Americans by making the largest cut
to Medicaid and the Affordable Care
Act in history.

No. 2. Republican leadership, don’t
increase health insurance premiums by
75 percent on average for over 20 mil-
lion Americans who get their
healthcare through the Affordable Care
Act.

No. 3. Republican leadership, do not
undermine modern medicine and the
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health and well-being of our children
by rejecting the scientific evidence re-
garding vaccines.

No. 4. Republican leadership, do not
allow our great country to be moved
toward authoritarianism by putting
Federal troops on city streets without
a request from a Governor or a mayor.
Do not have ICE agents snatch people
off our streets without due process. Do
not undermine the Constitution of the
United States and the rule of law by al-
lowing an administration to refuse to
spend money appropriated by Congress.

Let me be more specific. As I think
almost every American understands,
our current healthcare system is dys-
functional, it is broken, and it is cruel.
At a time when we spend almost twice
as much per capita on healthcare as
any other major country—over $14,000
per person—85 million Americans are
uninsured or underinsured—85 million
Americans.

The Republican continuing resolu-
tion in the House does nothing—noth-
ing—to prevent 15 million Americans
from being thrown off the healthcare
they currently have, as a result of
Trump’s so-called Big Beautiful Bill. In
other words, instead of lowering the
number of uninsured and underinsured,
if we do not act, 15 million more Amer-
icans will be uninsured. We cannot
allow that to happen.

This is a life-and-death issue. Studies
have shown that up to 50,000—50,000—
Americans every year will die unneces-
sarily if we do not reverse these cuts.

So we are talking about here, if we
do not act, going from 85 million unin-
sured and underinsured to 100 million
uninsured and underinsured. Those
cuts must be rescinded.

But it is not just preventing 15 mil-
lion Americans from losing their
health insurance; everybody in this
country—every businessperson, every
union worker—knows that the cost of
healthcare in this country today is as-
tronomically high and unaffordable. I
don’t care what State you are in—peo-
ple cannot afford healthcare today.
Yet, if we do not act right now, in this
continuing resolution, the Affordable
Care Act tax credits will expire and
premiums will skyrocket by 75 percent
on average for more than 20 million
Americans.

Let me repeat: Healthcare premiums
for 20 million working-class and mid-
dle-class Americans will go up by 75
percent on average if we do not extend
those tax credits in this coming legis-
lation.

Let me say that I wish very good
luck to my colleagues, whether they
are Democrats or Republicans, who
want to go home to their constituents
and explain why healthcare premiums
are going up by 75 percent in order to
pay for $1 trillion in tax breaks for the
1 percent. I do wish you the best of
luck in trying to explain that one. I do
not intend to.

Further, let me be clear: Vaccines
work—not exactly a controversial
statement. It is a statement supported
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by every major medical organization in
the United States and around the
world. Vaccines are safe, they are ef-
fective, and they have saved millions of
lives in our country and tens of mil-
lions of lives worldwide. In fact, vac-
cines are one of the greatest public
health achievements in modern his-
tory.

At a time when the Secretary of
Health and Human Services has dis-
mantled the vaccine review process,
narrowed access to lifesaving COVID
vaccines, fired leading public health
experts, and filled scientific advisory
boards with conspiracy theorists and
ideologues, we must stand with the sci-
entific and medical communities and
rescind Secretary Kennedy’s dangerous
policies.

This is not about politics. It doesn’t
matter whether you are Republican,
Democrat, or Independent. We are talk-
ing about protecting our children from
polio, measles, whooping cough, and
other preventable diseases.

The American people, slowly but
surely, are catching on. No matter
what their political view may be—
Democrat, Republican, Independent—
they understand that our current eco-
nomic system is rigged. They under-
stand that the very richest people in
this country are becoming much rich-
er, while 60 percent of Americans are
living paycheck to paycheck and mil-
lions of people are trying to survive on
starvation wages.

The American people understand
that while billionaires are getting huge
tax breaks, they are finding it harder
and harder to afford healthcare, to pay
the rent or their mortgages, to afford
childcare, to be able to send their kids
to college, to pay for the prescription
drugs their doctors prescribe, or to buy
decent quality food for their kids.

The American people understand—
painfully and depressingly—that unless
we change the way the economy func-
tions, their kids will likely have a
lower standard of living than they do.
In the richest country in the history of
the world, it is likely that the younger
generation will have a lower standard
of living than their parents, while al-
most all new incoming wealth goes to
the people on the top.

Today, we have more income and
wealth inequality than we have ever
had in the history of the United States.
Today, we have one man, Mr. Musk,
who owns more wealth—if you can be-
lieve it—than the bottom 52 percent of
American households—one man, more
wealth than the bottom 52 percent of
American households. And, by the way,
he is on his way, it appears, to become
a trillionaire—even richer and richer.

Today, the top 1 percent owns more
wealth than the bottom 93 percent—top
1 percent, more wealth than the bot-
tom 93 percent. And the CEOs of major
corporations now earn over 350 times
what their average employees make.

While the billionaire class becomes
richer and richer, real inflation ac-
counted for weekly wages that are
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lower today than they were 52 years
ago—huge expansion of worker produc-
tivity, and yet the average worker, in
many cases, is worse off than he or she
was b2 years ago.

Enough is enough. At a time of mas-
sive income and wealth inequality, it is
insane to be giving a trillion dollars in
tax breaks to the top 1 percent. If
President Trump and the Republican
leadership want my vote, they will
have to rescind that tax break for their
oligarchic friends.

Our country today faces not only
major economic crises, we are looking
at extraordinarily threatening—a
threatening moment to our democratic
form of government. Frankly, we now
have a President of the United States
who does not believe in our Constitu-
tion and the separation of powers; who
does not believe in freedom of speech
and the right to dissent; who is moving
us, every day, toward an authoritarian
form of government with more and
more power into his own hands.

Too many Americans from my State
of Vermont and every other State in
this country have put their lives on the
line and sometimes died in order to de-
fend democracy and our way of life: the
right of people to live without fear, the
right of people to express their point of
view—no matter what it may be. You
disagree with me, that is great. That is
called American democracy—the right
of people to vote without intimidation.

Today, in an unprecedented way, we
have Federal troops in cities in Amer-
ica who have not been requested by a
governor or a mayor. Today in Amer-
ica, we have people who are being
snatched off the streets—taken right
off the streets or out of their work-
places—by masked Federal agents,
thrown into vans, and dispatched to de-
tention centers without due process.
Does anybody think that that is what
America is supposed to be about—
somebody walking down the street,
getting picked up by masked men,
thrown into a van, and taken God
knows where? Today, we have a Presi-
dent sending some of these people to
South Sudan, Uganda, El1 Salvador—we
don’t know where. People have no rela-
tionship to the country they are being
sent. Imagine being plucked off the
street, sent to South Sudan, country in
the middle of a civil war, virtually no
government. That is not acceptable.
That is not what our great country is
supposed to be about.

These undemocratic, unconstitu-
tional policies must be rescinded. The
movement toward authoritarianism in
this country must be ended.

In this very difficult moment in
American history, let us stand with the
American people and listen to their
needs. Let us not throw 15 million
working-class people off of the
healthcare that they have so that 50,000
people a year die unnecessarily. We
cannot allow that to happen.

Let us not raise healthcare premiums
by 75 percent for 20 million Americans.
People can’t afford healthcare today.
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What happens when your premiums go
up by 75 percent? Let us not endanger
the children of this country by under-
mining modern medicine and making it
more difficult for people to get the vac-
cines they require.

And at a time of massive income and
wealth inequality, let us not give a
trillion dollars in tax breaks to the top
1 percent.

And, lastly, as we observe growing
authoritarianism every single day, as
we see more and more disrespect for
the great Constitution of our country—
which has made us an example to the
entire world—let us—Republican, Dem-
ocrat, Independent—let us stand to-
gether and save American democracy.

If the Republican leadership does
those things, you have got my vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 404

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, in
the Republican ‘‘Beautiful For Billion-
aires’ bill that Senator SANDERS was
just referring to, there were a great
many dirty tricks tucked in there to
hurt people and make billionaires
wealthier and happier and more free to
pollute.

Of all the dirty tricks in that bill,
perhaps the trickiest was the one that
was so hidden that it wasn’t even men-
tioned in the bill, and that is, about a
half-trillion dollars in cuts to Medi-
care.

We have heard a lot about the tril-
lion dollars in cuts to Medicaid. But
without ever mentioning it, the Repub-
lican ‘‘Beautiful For Billionaires’ bill
will cut Medicare by half a trillion dol-
lars, give or take.

How does it do that? It does that by
adding $4.1 trillion to the deficit—one
bill, one act of Congress, $4.1 trillion
piled on our national debt.

There is another law that exists on
the statute books of the United States
of America, the Statutory Pay-As-You-
Go Act. What does that do? It requires
a look at bills that create enormous
additions to our national debt. And to
protect our fisc, it requires mandatory
cuts to other accounts.

That is supposed to discourage run-
ning up the debt by trillions in the
first place, and it is supposed to rem-
edy that defect with automatic cuts.

Guess what is lined up for automatic
cuts under the Statutory Pay-As-You-
Go Act? Yep, Medicare. The same Medi-
care that we saw that huge demonstra-
tion from Republicans about during
President Biden’s State of the Union
speech when he said Republicans want
to cut Medicare, and they rose in ire
and anger to say: No, that is not pos-
sibly true. And he said: Oh, I think we
have unanimity here. I think we have
agreement: no cuts to Medicare.

Well, that didn’t last long. The cuts
to Medicare just had to be well hidden,
and that is what this bill does.

We have asked the Congressional
Budget Office what it means. How big
will the cuts be? When will they take
place?
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Well, here is the outcome: Given the
magnitude of this massive increase, it
will create a $45 billion cut to Medicare
in 2026—next year. Next year, $45 bil-
lion cut to Medicare.

Unfortunately, it is not a one-time
thing. It is going to keep going. In the
following year, it goes up and up. By
2034, the end of the 10-year budget win-
dow that we work in, the annual cut to
Medicare will be $76 billion.

If you stack up all those cuts year
after year to Medicare, starting in 2026
and going through 2034, the total cut to
Medicare from the ‘‘Beautiful For Bil-
lionaires” bill is $491 billion. That is
where I get half a trillion from. I am
rounding the $491 billion number CBO
gave us for the total hit to Medicare
done by Republicans in their ‘‘Beau-
tiful For Billionaires’ bill.

To head this off, we are going to have
to pass legislation that exempts Medi-
care from those coming PAYGO cuts
that are going to happen automatically
by operation of law unless we take that
step.

Now, Republicans could have, at the
time, put a simple provision in their
“Beautiful For Billionaires’ bill say-
ing: For purposes of this bill, Medicare
is exempted from the PAYGO Program.

It could have protected, with very
simple language, against a looming
half-trillion-dollar cut to Medicare.
They chose not to. They chose not to.

The question is, Was that an over-
sight or is this a trick to try to tee up
cuts to Medicare that they don’t have
to own? Well, here is a clue as to
whether that was a trick or an over-
sight: On the other side of this build-
ing, over at the House of Representa-
tives, the Republican-controlled House
is sending over a continuing resolution
to fund the government. They could
have put this correction in that bill.
They could have added a simple line
saying that when it comes to Medicare
and the huge addition to the debt from
our ‘‘Beautiful for Billionaire’s” bill,
pay-go sequestration will be lifted.
Again, they chose not to do that.

The American public might not be fa-
miliar with sequestration and auto-
matic cuts and how all that works, but
I will tell you what—people around
here are. Lots of people around here
know very well that when you dump $4
trillion-plus onto the national debt, it
is going to cascade into cuts to these
other accounts, and those other ac-
counts include Medicare.

So to plead innocence about this not
being the intention all along is com-
pletely unsupportable. To say that it
was just an innocent oversight in the
“Beautiful for Billionaire’s’” bill is
unsupportable. And now, with the con-
tinuing resolution coming over from
the House, we have more proof that
this is a deliberate cut targeted at
Medicare done exclusively by House
and Senate Republicans.

I want to focus on protecting Medi-
care. I have a Medicare and Social Se-
curity Fair Share Act that would re-
quire people with incomes over $400,000
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to pony up equivalent to what regular
workers pay on the higher part of their
salary. That would protect benefits and
Medicare as far as the eye can see—as
far as the actuarial eye can see—for
Medicare and Social Security.

I want to put everybody here on
record that we need to undo the loom-
ing half-trillion-dollar cut to Social
Security before it starts to hit families
in Rhode Island and elsewhere around
the country.

To that end, as if in legislative ses-
sion and notwithstanding rule XXII, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of my
resolution, S. Res. 404, submitted ear-
lier today; that the resolution be
agreed to; that its preamble be agreed
to; and that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The majority whip.

Mr. BARRASSO. On behalf of the
chairman of the Budget Committee, I
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
there we are.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
MOODY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 407

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, the
First Amendment is the beating heart
of our democracy. It protects the right
of Americans to speak freely, to criti-
cize their leaders, and to entertain and
inform without fear of government re-
prisal. The Framers did not write an
exception for late-night comedians or
for political satire. They did not carve
out an exemption for monologues that
offend those in power. The principle is
clear: In America, the government does
not get to decide which jokes are per-
missible and which criticisms are pun-
ished.

Yet, yesterday, we saw a shocking
breach of this constitutional order.
Brendan Carr, the Chairman of the
Federal Communications Commission,
went on a partisan podcast and threat-
ened ABC, the American Broadcasting
Company, and its parent company, Dis-
ney, over a joke told by comedian
Jimmy Kimmel. Carr called Kimmel’s
comments the ‘‘sickest conduct pos-
sible” and suggested revoking the
broadcast licenses of ABC affiliates.

He then delivered a line toward ABC
and Disney. It sounded like something
out of “The Godfather.” He said:

We can do this the easy way or [we can do
it] the hard way.
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Let me say that line again:

We can do this the easy way or [we can do
it] the hard way.

That is not oversight; that is intimi-
dation. That is not regulation; that is
retaliation. That is ‘“‘The Godfather”
giving Disney an offer they can’t refuse
from the Chairman of the Federal Com-
munications Commission. That is the
language that mobsters use to shake
people down, and it came from the
mouth of the FCC Chairman of the
Federal Government, with vast legal
authority to punish Disney and ABC
and their affiliates.

The chilling effect was immediate.
Within hours, Disney and ABC indefi-
nitely suspended Jimmy Kimmel from
the air. A comedian was silenced be-
cause a government regulator, the
Chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, flexed his authority.

This is not an isolated slip of the
tongue; it is part of a broader pattern
by the Federal Communications Com-
mission under Brendan Carr’s leader-
ship. Over and over again, he has used
his office to attack and undermine
journalists and broadcasters and news
organizations that dare to speak in
ways which he personally dislikes. He
has threatened media companies with
investigations for their editorial
choices. He has amplified partisan at-
tacks on reporters who cover him criti-
cally. He has turned the FCC into the
“Federal Censorship Commission,”
with his being the censor in chief.

These are not the actions of an inde-
pendent regulator; they are the actions
of a partisan censor. And make no mis-
take, if left unchecked, this campaign
will not stop with ABC or with Disney.
Every newsroom, every broadcaster,
every local affiliate will hear the mes-
sage loud and clear: Criticize the peo-
ple in power, and you risk your license,
your livelihood, your very ability to
operate.

That conversation is taking place in
newsrooms all across our country
today. Look what happened to Disney.
Look what happened to ABC. Be afraid.
Don’t think that the First Amendment
protects you anymore. Don’t think
that you have a right to speak what
your opinion is.

The FCC was created to ensure that
the public airwaves—our shared na-
tional resource—are used in the public
interest. It was not created to dictate
what late-night hosts may joke about.
It was not created to punish networks
for broadcasting opinions that govern-
ment officials dislike. It was not cre-
ated to be the speech police for the
United States of America.

The Chairman of the Federal Com-
munications Commission, sitting in his
office, watching TV, saying ‘I don’t
like that. I am taking away their li-
cense,” is not what the Federal Com-
munications Commission was estab-
lished to do in our country. Yet Chair-
man Brendan Carr has pretended other-
wise. He has distorted the FCC’s man-
date to serve his own partisan ends. In-
stead of acting in the public interest,
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he is trying to force broadcasters to
act in Donald Trump’s interest. If you
say something that Donald Trump
doesn’t like, we will take away your li-
cense. We won’t allow you to be a
broadcaster anymore. We will fine you.

He should know better. It was not too
long ago, before he was Chairman,
when Brendan Carr was singing a com-
pletely different tune. He actually con-
demned perceived attempts by ‘‘gov-
ernment officials to silence political
speech that they don’t like.” That is
the old Brendan Carr. He defended talk
show hosts, saying:

From internet memes to late-night come-
dians, from cartoons to the plays and poems
as old as organized government itself, Polit-
ical Satire circumvents traditional gate-
keepers and helps hold those in power ac-
countable. Not surprising that it’s long been
targeted for censorship.

Did I say that? No. Brendan Carr said
that—Brendan Carr. But this is a dif-
ferent guy now. He just got a job in the
Trump administration, so he is bending
the knee to Donald Trump on all of
these issues, because, then, he right-
fully defended the First Amendment.
He said:

Free speech is not a threat to democracy—
censorship is [a threat to democracy].

Chairman Carr has betrayed those
principles, and he should resign. He is
not fit to be the Chair of the Federal
Communications Commission. He is
using it now to intimidate people
whom he considers to be political en-
emies of Donald Trump. That is not his
job.

But that is not enough. The Senate
must speak with one voice in rejecting
his unconstitutional actions.

The resolution I bring before this
Chamber today condemns Brendan Carr
for weaponizing government power
against Disney and ABC. It affirms
that the Federal Communications
Commission does not and must not
have the authority to punish broad-
casters for the content of their pro-
gramming. It declares that no Amer-
ican—whether a comedian, a jour-
nalist, an ordinary citizen—should ever
have to fear government retaliation for
speaking their mind. And it doesn’t
make any difference whether you are a
Democrat or Republican, whether a
Democrat doesn’t like what a Repub-
lican said, whether a Republican
doesn’t like what a Democrat said.

We have to stand for the Constitu-
tion, not for censorship, to stand for
freedom and not intimidation, to stand
for a free press, not a government-con-
trolled press.

Chairman Carr has shown himself un-
willing and unable to uphold the re-
sponsibilities of his office, but the Sen-
ate can still uphold our responsibilities
to the First Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution—the First Amendment of
the U.S. Constitution, the one they put
up first because they knew that free
speech and freedom of the press was
what ultimately would protect the de-
mocracy against dictators and Kings
and those who would subvert our Con-
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stitution to their individual
whims.

By passing this resolution, we can
make clear that the First Amendment
is not negotiable; it is not partisan; it
is not subject to the whims of a single
regulator.

From my perspective, again, the
First Amendment is the beating heart
of our democracy. It protects the right
of Americans to speak freely, to criti-
cize their leaders of both parties, and
to entertain and inform without fear of
government reprisal.

So, Madam President, as if in legisla-
tive session and notwithstanding rule
XXII, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 407, submitted earlier
today; and, further, that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Oklahoma.

Mr. MULLIN. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON S. RES. 377

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I
know of no further debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the en bloc
nominations provided under the provi-
sions of S. Res. 377?

Mr. HEINRICH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. BANKS) and the
Senator from Utah (Mr. LEE).

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 526 Ex.]

own

YEAS—51
Barrasso Cruz Johnson
Blackburn Curtis Justice
Boozman Daines Kennedy
Britt Ernst Lankford
Budd Fischer Lummis
Capito Graham Marshall
Cassidy Grassley McConnell
Collins Hagerty McCormick
Cornyn Hawley Moody
Cotton Hoeven Moran
Cramer Husted Moreno
Crapo Hyde-Smith Mullin
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Murkowski Schmitt Thune
Paul Scott (FL) Tillis
Ricketts Scott (SC) Tuberville
Risch Sheehy Wicker
Rounds Sullivan Young
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elqpuehar Slotkin
oons ujan :

Cortez Masto Markey \Sfr;ritfloll en
Duckworth Merkley

. Warner
Durbin Murphy W Kk
Fetterman Murray al:noc
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Banks Lee

The en bloc nominations provided
under the provisions of S. Res. 377 were
confirmed, as follows:

Executive Calendar No. 89, Jessica Kramer,
of Wisconsin, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency

Executive Calendar No. 105, Dario Gil, of
New York, to be Under Secretary for
Science, Department of Energy

Executive Calendar No. 107, Brandon Wil-
liams, of New York, to be Under Secretary
for Nuclear Security

Executive Calendar No. 121, Tristan Abbey,
of Florida, to be Administrator of the En-
ergy Information Administration

Executive Calendar No. 122, Leslie Beyer,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Interior

Executive Calendar No. 123, Theodore J.
Garrish, of Maryland, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy (Nuclear Energy)

Executive Calendar No. 124, Andrea
Travnicek, of North Dakota, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior

Executive Calendar No. 132, Justin
Overbaugh, of Florida, to be a Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense

Executive Calendar No. 133, Scott Pappano,
of Pennsylvania, to be Principal Deputy Ad-
ministrator, National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration

Executive Calendar No. 135, Michael
Cadenazzi, of Rhode Island, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense

Executive Calendar No. 136, Sean O’Keefe,
of Virginia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense

Executive Calendar No. 137, Michael
Obadal, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of
the Army

Executive Calendar No. 139, Katherine Sut-
ton, of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Defense

Executive Calendar No. 141, William L.
Doffermyre, of Texas, to be Solicitor of the
Department of the Interior

Executive Calendar No. 142, Kyle
Haustveit, of Oklahoma, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Energy (Fossil Energy)

Executive Calendar No. 152, Matthew
Napoli, of Virginia, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator for Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation,
National Nuclear Security Administration

Executive Calendar No. 1563, Richard Ander-
son, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Air Force

Executive Calendar No. 154, Conner
Prochaska, of Texas, to be Director of the
Advanced Research Projects Agency—En-
ergy, Department of Energy

Executive Calendar No. 156, Tina Pierce, of
Idaho, to be Chief Financial Officer, Depart-
ment of Energy
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Executive Calendar No. 157, Jonathan
Brightbill, of Virginia, to be General Counsel
of the Department of Energy

Executive Calendar No. 161, Robert Glea-
son, of Pennsylvania, to be Director of the
Amtrak Board of Directors for a term of 5
years

Executive Calendar No. 1717, Sean
McMaster, of Virginia, to be Administrator
of the Federal Highway Administration

Executive Calendar No. 180, Donald Bergin
III, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Veterans Affairs (Congressional and Legis-
lative Affairs)

Executive Calendar No. 185, John Squires,
of Florida, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual Property and Director
of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office

Executive Calendar No. 251, Daniel
Aronowitz, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Labor

Executive Calendar No. 276, Michael Dodd,
of Indiana, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense (New Position)

Executive Calendar No. 277, William Gillis,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Army

Executive Calendar No. 278, Jules Hurst
III, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Army

Executive Calendar No. 279, Brent
Ingraham, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army

Executive Calendar No. 283, George Wesley
Street, of Virginia, to be Director of the Na-
tional Counterintelligence and Security Cen-
ter

Executive Calendar No. 285, Peter Thom-
son, of Louisiana, to be Inspector General,
Central Intelligence Agency

Executive Calendar No. 289, Jeffrey Bartos,
of Pennsylvania, to be Representative of the
United States of America to the United Na-
tions for U.N. Management and Reform, with
the Rank of Ambassador, and to serve con-
currently and without additional compensa-
tion as an Alternate Representative of the
United States of America to the Sessions of
the General Assembly of the United Nations

Executive Calendar No. 290, Jennifer
Locetta, of Florida, to be Alternate Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
for Special Political Affairs in the United
Nations, with the rank of Ambassador, and
to serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as an Alternate Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations

Executive Calendar No. 297, Dudley Hos-
kins, of the District of Columbia, to be
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Mar-
keting and Regulatory Programs

Executive Calendar No. 298, Scott Hutch-
ins, of Indiana, to be Under Secretary of Ag-
riculture for Research, Education, and Eco-
nomics

Executive Calendar No. 303, Benjamin
DeMarzo, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development

Executive Calendar No. 305, Jovan
Jovanovic, of Pennsylvania, to be President
of the Export-Import Bank of the United
States for a term expiring January 20, 2029

Executive Calendar No. 324, Richard
Fordyce, of Missouri, to be Under Secretary
of Agriculture for Farm Production and Con-
servation

Executive Calendar No. 344, Paul Roberti,
of Rhode Island, to be Administrator of the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation

Executive Calendar No. 346, Jonathan Mor-
rison, of California, to be Administrator of
the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration

Executive Calendar No. 352, Jason Evans,
of Texas, to be an Under Secretary of State
(Management)
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Executive Calendar No. 356, Edward Aloys-
ius O’Connell, of the District of Columbia, to
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia for the term of 15
years

Executive Calendar No. 362, Katherine
Scarlett, of Ohio, to be a Member of the
Council on Environmental Quality

Executive Calendar No. 365, Bryan Switzer,
of Virginia, to be a Deputy United States
Trade Representative (Asia, Textiles, Invest-
ment, Services, and Intellectual Property),
with the rank of Ambassador

Executive Calendar No. 149, Callista Ging-
rich, of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Swiss Confed-
eration, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Principality
of Liechtenstein

Executive Calendar No. 286, Kimberly
Guilfoyle, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-

traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Greece
Executive Calendar No. 302, Christine

Toretti, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Kingdom of
Sweden

Executive Calendar No. 350, Peter Lamelas,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Argentine Republic

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). The Senator from Texas.
———
RECESS

Mr. CRUZ. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate stand in recess until
5:45 p.m.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:03 p.m., recessed until 5:45 p.m. and
reassembled when called to order by
the Presiding Officer (Mr. HUSTED).

———

AUTHORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, on be-
half of leadership, I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WICKER. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF FUNDS
FROM THE SENATORS’ OFFICIAL
PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EX-
PENSE ACCOUNT FOR SECURITY
ENHANCEMENTS AND SERVICES
PROVIDED TO SENATORS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I will
shortly ask for unanimous consent to
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authorize Senators to use their office
accounts for security purposes. Every
Senator will now have additional flexi-
bility to address the security concerns
they face as public officials. Along with
the additional investment in security
in the continuing resolution that Re-
publicans have put forward, there is
ongoing bipartisan work to address
Member security in the legislative
branch appropriations bill, which I
hope House and Senate will complete
work on in the very near future.

We are also actively working with
the Sergeant at Arms to identify addi-
tional authorities for security options
for Senators. I am grateful to the Sen-
ate Sergeant at Arms and the Capitol
Police for their work on this and for
the collaborative efforts of many Sen-
ators from both parties.

Mr. President, as if in legislative ses-
sion, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 413, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 413) authorizing the
use of funds from the Senators’ Official Per-
sonnel and Office Expense Account for secu-
rity enhancements and services provided to
Senators.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I thank
the majority leader for his comments
and commitments regarding improving
Member security. I know that he,
Leader SCHUMER, Chairman MCcCON-
NELL, and I all share the same goal. I
think all 100 Senators share that goal.

We continue to see an unprecedented
rise in threats targeting Members of
Congress, with the Capitol Police on
track to investigate over 14,000 threat
cases in 2025. That represents a 50-per-
cent increase over the nearly 9,500
threats Capitol Police reported in 2024.

We are witnessing disturbing inci-
dents of politically motivated violence
across the Nation, targeting elected of-
ficials and high-profile individuals as-
sociated with both political parties.

Whether it is the horrific assassina-
tion of Charlie Kirk at a college cam-
pus in Utah or the tragic assassination
of former speaker of the Minnesota
House of Representatives Melissa
Hortman and her husband in their
home, it is tragic; it is unacceptable.
And we would be foolish not to take
notice.

The House acted on a bipartisan basis
to provide new funding for enhanced
Member security this past July. Even
before the June shooting of Minnesota
State officials, the Senate Sergeant at
Arms proposed a program for enhanced
security options for Senators. Bipar-
tisan Senate Appropriations leaders
have expressed support to fund that ef-
fort.

Unfortunately, progress has been
slow despite strong interest from Sen-
ators of both parties. So today’s resolu-
tion is a step in the right direction.
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And the majority leader’s statements
about the further progress we need to
make soon were very important—be-
cause, on its own, today’s action is not
nearly enough.

First, unlike the bipartisan House
plan, there is no new funding provided
by today’s resolution. On the other side
of the Capitol, bipartisan House leaders
announced that Members will receive
an additional $10,000 per month to help
with security. This resolution—with-
out further action—requires Senators
to choose between either paying for of-
fice staff and operations or paying for
their own personal security.

The Senate has two great security
agencies: the Sergeant at Arms and the
Capitol Police. They do a great job
with their existing programs, and they
are ready and able to do more if we
give them direction and funding.

So while I am ready to support adop-
tion of this resolution today, I do so
based on the commitments from the
majority leader and Democratic leader,
namely: First, we will work on new se-
curity options from the Sergeant-at-
Arms, in coordination with the Capitol
Police; and second, we will see real
funding to support enhanced Senate se-
curity; and finally, that we will see
more progress in the coming weeks.

I look forward to continuing to work
on a bipartisan basis to get that done.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to and that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD wunder ‘“Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)

413) was

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. RES. 412

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send an
executive resolution to the desk for the
consideration of certain nominations
en bloc and ask for its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the title of the resolu-
tion for the information of the Senate.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

An executive resolution (S. 412) au-
thorizing the en bloc consideration in
Executive Session of certain nomina-
tions on the Executive Calendar.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, in order
to place the executive resolution on
the calendar, I object to my own re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the executive
resolution will lie over 1 calendar day.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 425.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michael G.
Waltz, of Florida, to be Representative
of the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of
the United Nations during his tenure of
service as Representative of the United
States of America to the United Na-
tions.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 425, Mi-
chael G. Waltz, of Florida, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations during his tenure of service
as Representative of the United States of
America to the United Nations.

John Thune, John Boozman, Tim
Sheehy, John Hoeven, James Lankford,
Shelley Moore Capito, Pete Ricketts,
Markwayne Mullin, Tommy Tuberville,
Rick Scott of Florida, James E. Risch,
Bernie Moreno, Tom Cotton, Ted Budd,
David McCormick, John R. Curtis,
Mike Rounds.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

——

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 410.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Michael G.
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Waltz, of Florida, to be the Representa-
tive of the United States of America to
the United Nations, with the Rank of
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary, and the Representative of
the United States of America in the Se-
curity Council of the United Nations.
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 410, Mi-
chael G. Waltz, of Florida, to be the Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
to the United Nations, with the Rank of Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,
and the Representative of the United States
of America in the Security Council of the
United Nations.

John Thune, John Boozman, Tim
Sheehy, James Lankford, Shelley
Moore Capito, Pete Ricketts,

Markwayne Mullin, Tommy Tuberville,
Rick Scott of Florida, James E. Risch,
Bernie Moreno, Tom Cotton, Ted Budd,
David McCormick, John R. Curtis,
Mike Rounds, Jon A. Husted.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2882

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2882) making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I now ask
for a second reading, and in order to
place the bill on the calendar under the
provisions of rule XIV, I object to my
own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.R. 5371 AND S. 2882

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time to be
determined by the majority leader in
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, should the Senate receive H.R. 5371
from the House, the Senate proceed to
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the immediate consideration of S. 2882,
that the bill be considered read a third
time and the Senate vote on passage of
S. 2882, and that if S. 2882 is not passed,
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of H.R. 5371, that the bill
be considered read a third time, and
the Senate vote on passage of H.R. 5371
with 60 affirmative votes required for
passage of both bills and with no
amendments or motions in order to the
bills prior to the votes on passage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WASHINGTON RE-
GIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Washington Re-
gional Medical Center in Fayetteville
as it celebrates 75 years of dedicated
service to the people of northwest Ar-
kansas. Since its founding in 1950, this
institution has grown from a small
county hospital into the region’s larg-
est health system, anchored by a state-
of-the-art medical center, as well as a
robust network of clinics, specialty
services, and outreach programs.

Washington Regional has long been a
trusted care leader, committed to im-
proving the health and well-being of
families across the rapidly growing re-
gion it serves. From earning national
recognition for stroke and spine care to
receiving the Lantern Award for out-
standing emergency services, it con-
tinues to deliver high-quality medical
attention close by for our family mem-
bers, loved ones, and neighbors.

Its dedicated providers and support
staff have been strong partners in pro-
moting community health beyond just
the hospital walls. Through wellness
initiatives, health education, and out-
reach alongside local organizations, it
has advanced preventative care and ad-
dressed pressing health challenges,
working to ensure that even the most
vulnerable Arkansans have access to
the support they need.

As WRMC marks this milestone, I ex-
tend my heartfelt congratulations and
gratitude to the physicians, nurses,
staff, and volunteers who work very
hard contributing to its mission. For 75
years, this institution has been a cor-
nerstone of care and compassion in
northwest Arkansas. I am confident
that its legacy of service, innovation,
and excellence will continue to
strengthen the health and well-being of
Arkansans for generations to come.

———

RECOGNIZING 100 YEARS OF THE
GAMMA NU CHAPTER OF KAPPA
KAPPA GAMMA

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a century of leadership,
service and sisterhood embodied by the
bright young women and alumni of the
University of Arkansas’s Kappa Kappa
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Gamma chapter, Gamma Nu. This year
marks Gamma Nu’s 100th anniversary
of proudly encouraging and sustaining
a culture of excellence and service that
has enriched the campus and greater
Fayetteville community.

Founded in 1925 by 15 students,
Gamma Nu has grown into the largest
chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma na-
tionwide, supporting 650 active mem-
bers and more than 4,000 alumnae. For
a century, its members have embodied
the values of scholarship, philan-
thropy, and character development—
setting a powerful example of what it
means to lead with integrity and pur-
pose.

Collegiate organizations like Gamma
Nu play a vital role in shaping the next
generation of leaders, offering young
women opportunities to build con-
fidence, develop skills, and form life-
long bonds rooted in shared values and
experiences. I have seen this impact
firsthand as a proud dad of three
Gamma Nu alumnae. It is evident that
their time in the chapter helped pre-
pare them to pursue service and leader-
ship, and I know that is the case for
countless of their peers.

From organizing defense stamp
drives during World War II to sup-
porting literacy and mental health ini-
tiatives today, the women of Gamma
Nu have consistently demonstrated a
deep commitment to uplifting and giv-
ing back to the community. Their ef-
forts have supported causes ranging
from Arkansas Children’s Hospital to
the National Eating Disorders Associa-
tion, and their volunteer work con-
tinues to make a meaningful difference
in the lives of others.

Gamma Nu women have long been
leaders on campus—serving in student
government, excelling in academics
and athletics, and representing the uni-
versity with distinction. Their chapter
house, a landmark on West Maple
Street, stands as a symbol of tradition
and transformation, having evolved to
meet the needs of a growing and dy-
namic membership.

The chapter’s centennial celebration
will bring together hundreds of alum-
nae and current members to reflect on
their shared legacy and look ahead to
the future. I am pleased to join them in
the celebration of a new Panhellenic
scholarship—the Kappa Kappa Gamma
Centennial Leadership Award—de-
signed to honor an outstanding Pan-
hellenic leader outside of the Gamma
Nu chapter, and the unveiling of a com-
memorative fountain to encourage
thoughtful gathering and reflection.

As Gamma Nu embarks on its second
century, I commend its members, past
and present, for their contributions to
the University of Arkansas, the region
and beyond. May their legacy continue
to inspire generations of women to lead
with courage, serve with compassion,
and uphold the values that have de-
fined a remarkable first 100 years.
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ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
25-0K. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 23—
63 of November 2, 2023.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-0K

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Iraq.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
23-63; Date: November 2, 2023; Military De-
partment: Army.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description: On November 2, 2023, Con-
gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 23-63 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, of additional services, as
indicated below, that were added to a pre-
viously implemented case whose value was
under the congressional notification thresh-
old. The original FMS case, valued at $28
million, included a Bell Contractor Logistics
Support (CLS) and Field Service Representa-
tive (FSR) contract. This notification was
for the combined CLS and FSR maintenance
support for the following Bell aircraft: three
(3) 407 variants, 206B3, OH-58A/C Kiowa, Huey
II, and 505. The following was also included:
U.S. Government and contractor engineer-
ing, technical and logistics support services;
studies and surveys; and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support. The
estimated total cost was $300 million. There
was no Major Defense Equipment (MDE) as-
sociated with this sale.

This transmittal notifies the addition of
the following non-MDE items: Contractor
Logistics Support (CLS) and Field Service
Representative (FSR) support for all vari-
ations of the Bell 412 aircraft. The estimated
total value of the new items is $200 million,
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resulting in a non-MDE and total case value
increase of $200 million to $500 million. No
MDE will be associated with this sale.

(iv) Significance: The proposed services
will support the Iraq Army Aviation Com-
mand’s rotary wing program to meet current
and future threats by enhancing the strength
of its homeland defense.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity of the United States by helping to im-
prove the security of a strategic partner.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Sensi-
tivity of Technology statement contained in
the original notification applies to items re-
ported here.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is UNCLASSI-
FIED.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 17, 2025.

——
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
26-72, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of the Netherlands for defense arti-
cles and services estimated to cost $570 mil-
lion. We will issue a news release to notify
the public of this proposed sale upon delivery
of this letter to your office.

Sincerely.
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-72

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
the Netherlands.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $5635 million.

Other $35 million.

Total $670 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:
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Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to two hundred thirty-two (232) AIM-
120C-8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM).

Up to eight (8) AIM-120C-8 AMRAAM guid-
ance sections.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will also be included:
AMRAAM control section spares, Captive
Air Training Missiles and missile containers;
spare parts, consumables and accessories,
and repair and return support; weapon sys-
tem support and software; classified software
delivery and support; classified and unclassi-
fied publications and technical documenta-
tion; personnel training and training equip-
ment; transportation support; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical,
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (NE-
D-YAL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: NE-D-YAE;
NE-D-YAG.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 16, 2025.

* As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
The Netherlands—AIM-120C-8 Advanced
Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of the Netherlands has re-
quested to buy up to two hundred thirty-two
(232) AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium Range
Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM) and up to
eight (8) AIM-120C-8 AMRAAM guidance sec-
tions. The following non-Major Defense
Equipment items will be included: AMRAAM
control section spares, Captive Air Training
Missiles, and missile containers; spare parts,
consumables and accessories, and repair and
return support; weapon system support and
software; classified software delivery and
support; classified and unclassified publica-
tions and technical documentation; per-
sonnel training and training equipment;
transportation support; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and
logistics support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $570 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope.

The proposed sale will improve the Nether-
lands capability to meet current and future
threats by ensuring it has modern, capable
air-to-air munitions. The Netherlands al-
ready has AMRAAMs in its inventory and
will have no difficulty absorbing these arti-
cles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Arlington, VA. At this
time, the U.S. Government is not aware of
any offset agreement proposed in connection
with this potential sale. Any offset agree-
ment will be defined in negotiations between
the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the Netherlands.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-72
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air- or surface-launched, aerial
intercept guided missile featuring digital
technology and micro-miniature, solid-state
electronics. AMRAAM capabilities include
look-down/shoot-down, multiple launches
against multiple targets, resistance to elec-
tronic countermeasures, and interception of
high- and low-flying and maneuvering tar-
gets. This potential sale will include Captive
Air Training Missiles, and AMRAAM guid-
ance sections, control sections, and con-
tainers.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. A determination has been made that the
Netherlands can provide substantially the
same degree of protection for the sensitive
technology being released as the U.S. Gov-
ernment. This sale is necessary in further-
ance of the U.S. foreign policy and national
security objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of the
Netherlands.

——
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
256-89, corneming the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the
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Govemment of Norway for defense articles
and services estimated to cost $162.1 million.
We will issue a news release to notify the
public of this proposed sale upon delivery of
this letter to your office.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-89

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Norway.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $125.6 million.

Other $36.5 million.

Total $162.1 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to fifty (50) MK 54 MOD 0 lightweight
torpedo all up rounds.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will also be included:
torpedo components; containers; software;
training; support equipment; spare and re-
pair parts; publications and technical docu-
mentation; transportation; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and
logistical support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (NO-P-
AlJ).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: NO-P-AIA.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 17, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Norway—MK 54 MOD 0 Lightweight
Torpedoes

The Government of Norway has requested
to buy up to fifty (60) MK 54 MOD 0 light-
weight torpedo all up rounds. The following
non-MDE items will also be included: tor-
pedo components; containers; software;
training; support equipment; spare and re-
pair parts; publications and technical docu-
mentation; transportation; U.S. Government
and contractor engineering, technical, and
logistical support services; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $162.1 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by improving the security
of a NATO Ally that is a force for political
stability and economic progress in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Norway’s
capability to meet current and future
threats and increase its interoperability
with the United States and other NATO
members. Norway currently has MK 54 MOD
0 lightweight torpedoes in its inventory and
will have no difficulty absorbing this equip-
ment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Arlington, VA. At this
time, the U.S. Government is not aware of
any offset agreement proposed in connection
with this potential sale. Any offset agree-
ment will be defined in negotiations between
the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of the proposed sale will
require the assignment of U.S. Government
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and contractor representatives to Norway on
a temporary basis in conjunction with pro-
gram technical oversight and support re-
quirements.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-89
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The MK 54 MOD 0 lightweight torpedo is
a conventional torpedo that can be launched
from surface ships and aircraft. The MK 54 is
an upgrade of the MK 46 torpedo. The up-
grade to the MK 54 involves replacement of
the torpedo’s sonar and guidance and control
systems with modern technology. The new
guidance and control system uses a combina-
tion of commercial off-the-shelf and custom-
built electronics. The warhead, fuel tank,
and propulsion system from the MK 46 tor-
pedo are re-used in the MK 54 configuration
with minor modifications.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. A determination has been made that
Norway can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary to further the
U.S. foreign policy and national security ob-
jectives outlined in the Policy Justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Nor-
way.

—————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of
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the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
25-1C. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 23—
67 of September 13, 2023.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosure.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-1C

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-
tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.
36(b)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Poland.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
23-67; Date: September 13, 2023; Imple-
menting Agency: Air Force.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description: On September 13, 2023,
Congress was notified by congressional cer-
tification transmittal number 23-67 of the
possible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, of Electronic War-
fare database reprogramming support; classi-
fied and unclassified software delivery and
support; classified and unclassified publica-
tions and technical documentation; spare
parts, consumables, accessories, and repair
and return support; computer program iden-
tification numbers; engine Component Im-
provement Program support; minor modi-
fications; maintenance and maintenance
support; studies and surveys; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical,
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost was $389 mil-
lion. There was no Major Defense Equipment
(MDE) associated with this sale.

This transmittal notifies the inclusion of
the following additional non-MDE items: air-
craft components, parts, and accessories; and
other related elements of logistics and pro-
gram support. The estimated total cost of
the new items is $611 million. The estimated
total case value will increase by $611 million
to a revised $1 billion. There is no MDE asso-
ciated with this sale.

(iv) Significance: This notification is being
provided as the additional non-MDE items
were not enumerated in the original notifi-
cation. The inclusion of these items rep-
resents an increase in capability over what
was previously notified. The proposed sale
will support Poland’s capability to meet cur-
rent and future threats by increasing the re-
liability of their F-16 fleet, while expanding
its national defense capabilities and sup-
porting the common defense of NATO.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by im-
proving the security of a NATO Ally that is
a force for political stability and economic
progress in Europe.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology:

The Sensitivity of Technology Statement
contained in the original notification applies
to items reported here.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 18, 2025.

————
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
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calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
26-62, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Poland for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $780 million. We will
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale upon delivery of this let-
ter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-62

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Poland.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $720 million.

Other $60 million.

Total $780 million.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Two thousand five hundred six (2,506)
FGM-148F Javelin missiles.

Two hundred fifty-three (253)
Lightweight Command Launch Units.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will be included: mis-
sile simulation rounds; battery coolant
units; tool Kkits; spares support; training;
U.S. Government and contractor technical
assistance; transportation; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (PL-B-
UFJ).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: PL-B-UDN.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
September 18, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Poland—Javelin Missile Systems

The Government of Poland has requested
to buy two thousand five hundred six (2,506)
FGM-148F Javelin missiles and two hundred

Javelin
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fifty-three (263) Javelin Lightweight Com-
mand Launch Units. The following non-MDE
items will be included: missile simulation
rounds; battery coolant units; tool kits;
spares support; training; U.S. Government
and contractor technical assistance; trans-
portation; and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. The estimated
total cost is $780 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by improving the security of a NATO
Ally that is a force for political and eco-
nomic stability in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Poland’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by upgrading its existing legacy
Command Launch Units and increasing its
defense inventory, thereby reinforcing its ca-
pability to protect Polish sovereign territory
and improving its ability to meet NATO re-
quirements. Poland will have no difficulty
absorbing these articles and services into its
armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Arlington, VA; and
Lockheed Martin, located in Tucson, AZ. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not aware
of any offset agreement proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Poland.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-62
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Javelin is a medium-range, man-
portable, shoulder-launched, fire-and-forget
anti-tank system for infantry, scouts, and
combat engineers. It can be mounted on a
variety of platforms including vehicles, air-
craft, and watercraft. The system weighs 49.5
pounds and has a maximum range in excess
of 2,600 meters. The system is highly lethal
against tanks and other systems with con-
ventional and reactive armors. The system
possesses a secondary capability against
bunkers.

2. Javelin’s key technical feature is the use
of fire-and-forget technology, which allows
the gunner to fire and immediately relocate
or take cover. Additional features are the
top attack and direct fire modes, an ad-
vanced tandem warhead and imaging infra-
red seeker, target lock-on before launch, and
soft launch from enclosures or covered fight-
ing positions. The Javelin missile also has a
minimum smoke motor thus decreasing the
likelihood of detection on the battlefield.

3. The Javelin weapon system is comprised
of two major tactical components, which are
a reusable Lightweight Command Launch
Unit (LwCLU) and a round contained in a
disposable launch tube assembly. The
LwCLU incorporates an integrated day-night
sight that provides a target engagement ca-
pability in adverse weather and counter-
measure environments. The LwCLU can also
be used in a stand-alone mode for battlefield
surveillance and target detection. The
LwCLU’s thermal sight is a second genera-
tion forward looking infrared sensor. To fa-
cilitate initial loading and subsequent up-
dating of software, all on-board missile soft-
ware is uploaded via the LwCLU after mat-
ing and prior to launch.
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4. The missile is autonomously guided to
the target using an imaging infrared seeker
and adaptive correlation tracking algo-
rithms. This allows the gunner to take cover
or reload and engage another target after fir-
ing a missile. The missile has an advanced
tandem warhead and can be used in either
the top attack or direct fire modes. An on-
board flight computer guides the missile to
the selected target.

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

6. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

7. A determination has been made that the
Government of Poland can provide substan-
tially the same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as the
U.S. government. This proposed sale is nec-
essary in furtherance of the U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security objectives outlined
in the Policy Justification.

8. All defense articles and services listed on
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Po-
land.

————

S. RES. 377

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, while
I voted No on S. Res. 377, which calls
for an up or down vote on 48 nomina-
tions, en bloc, I would have voted yes
on the following nominations if I had
the opportunity to vote on each nomi-
nation separately:

1. Executive Calendar #89—Jessica Kramer,
of Wisconsin, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

2. Executive Calendar #105—Dario Gil, of
New York, to be Under Secretary for
Science, Department of Energy.

3. Executive Calendar #107—Brandon Wil-
liams, of New York, to be Under Secretary
for Nuclear Security.

4. Executive Calendar #123—Theodore J.
Garrish, of Maryland, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy (Nuclear Energy).

5. Executive Calendar #124—Andrea
Travnicek, of North Dakota, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Interior.

6. Executive Calendar #132—Justin
Overbaugh, of Florida, to be a Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense.

7. Executive Calendar #133—Scott
Pappano, of Pennsylvania, to be Principal
Deputy Administrator, National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration.

8. Executive Calendar #135—Michael
Cadenazzi, of Rhode Island, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense.

9. Executive Calendar #136—Sean O’Keefe,
of Virginia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense.

10. Executive Calendar #137—Michael
Obadal, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of
the Army.

11. Executive Calendar #139—Katherine
Sutton, of Illinois, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense.

12. Executive Calendar #152—Matthew
Napoli, of Virginia, to be Deputy Adminis-
trator for Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation,
National Nuclear Security Administration.

13. Executive Calendar #153—Richard An-
derson, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

14. Executive Calendar #156—Tina Pierce,
of Idaho, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of Energy.
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15. Executive Calendar #177—Sean
McMaster, of Virginia, to be Administrator
of the Federal Highway Administration.

16. Executive Calendar #185—John Squires,
of Florida, to be Under Secretary of Com-
merce for Intellectual Property and Director
of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office.

17. Executive Calendar #276—Michael Dodd,
of Indiana, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense. (New Position)

18. Executive Calendar #277—William
Gillis, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Army.

19. Executive Calendar #278—Jules Hurst
III, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Army.

20. Executive Calendar #279—Brent
Ingraham, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Secretary of the Army.

21. Executive Calendar #285—Peter Thom-
son, of Louisiana, to be Inspector General,
Central Intelligence Agency.

22. Executive Calendar #289—Jeffrey
Bartos, of Pennsylvania, to be Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
United Nations for U.N. Management and
Reform, with the Rank of Ambassador, and
to serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as an Alternate Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

23. Executive Calendar #290—Jennifer
Locetta, of Florida, to be Alternate Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
for Special Political Affairs in the United
Nations, with the rank of Ambassador, and
to serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as an Alternate Representa-
tive of the United States of America to the
Sessions of the General Assembly of the
United Nations.

24. Executive Calendar #297—Dudley Hos-
kins, of the District of Columbia, to be
Under Secretary of Agriculture for Mar-
keting and Regulatory Programs.

25. Executive Calendar #298—Scott Hutch-
ins, of Indiana, to be Under Secretary of Ag-
riculture for Research, Education, and Eco-
nomics.

26. Executive Calendar #305—Jovan
Jovanovic, of Pennsylvania, to be President
of the Export-Import Bank of the United
States for a term expiring January 20, 2029.

27. Executive Calendar #324—Richard
Fordyce, of Missouri, to be Under Secretary
of Agriculture for Farm Production and Con-
servation.

28. Executive Calendar #344—Paul Roberti,
of Rhode Island, to be Administrator of the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation.

29. Executive Calendar #352—Jason Evans,
of Texas, to be an Under Secretary of State
(Management).

30. Executive Calendar #356—Edward Alo-
ysius O’Connell, of the District of Columbia,
to be an Associate Judge of the Superior
Court of the District of Columbia for the
term of fifteen years.

31. Executive Calendar #362—Katherine
Scarlett, of Ohio, to be a Member of the
Council on Environmental Quality.

32. Executive Calendar #149—Callista Ging-
rich, of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Swiss Confed-
eration, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Principality
of Liechtenstein.

33. Executive Calendar #286—Kimberly
Guilfoyle, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to Greece.

34. Executive Calendar #302—Christine
Toretti, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador
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Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Kingdom of
Sweden.

35. Executive Calendar #350—Peter
Lamelas, of Florida, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Argentine
Republic.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House disagrees to
the amendment of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 3944) making appropriations
for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
further, that the House ask a con-
ference with the Senate on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints the following Mem-
bers as managers of the conference on
the part of the House:

Messrs. COLE, ADERHOLT, CARTER of
Texas, HARRIS of Maryland, VALADAO,
NEWHOUSE, MOOLENAAR, RUTHERFORD,

CLINE, Mrs. HINSON, Ms. LETLOW,
Messrs. GUEST, ZINKE, Mrs. BICE,
Messrs. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida,
LALOTA, STRONG, Ms. MALOY, Mr.

MOORE of West Virginia, Ms. DELAURO,
Mr. HOYER, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. BISHOP,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
CUELLAR, Ms. PINGREE, Messrs.
QUIGLEY, ESPAILLAT, Ms. UNDERWOOD,
Mr. LEVIN, Mses. ESCOBAR and PEREZ.

At 1:10 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3481. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide for electronic com-
munication relating to educational assist-
ance benefits under the laws administered by
the Secretary, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3633. An act to provide for a system of
regulation of the offer and sale of digital
commodities by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, to amend the Federal
Reserve Act to prohibit the Federal reserve
banks from offering certain products or serv-
ices directly to an individual, to prohibit the
use of central bank digital currency for mon-
etary policy, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5125. An act to amend the District of
Columbia Home Rule Act to terminate the
District of Columbia Judicial Nomination
Commission, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5143. An act to establish standards for
law enforcement officers in the District of
Columbia to engage in vehicular pursuits of
suspects, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 2(b)(4) of Public
Law 118-144, the Minority Leader ap-
points the following individual to the
Commission to Study the Potential
Transfer of the Weitzman National Mu-
seum of American Jewish History to
the Smithsonian Institution: Mr. Phil-
ip Darivoff of Short Hills, New Jersey.
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MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3481. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide for electronic com-
munication relating to educational assist-
ance benefits under the laws administered by
the Secretary, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 3633. An act to provide for a system of
regulation of the offer and sale of digital
commodities by the Securities and Exchange
Commission, and the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, to amend the Federal
Reserve Act to prohibit the Federal reserve
banks from offering certain products or serv-
ices directly to an individual, to prohibit the
use of central bank digital currency for mon-
etary policy, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2882. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES HELD OVER/UNDER
RULE

The following resolution was read,
and held over, under the rule:

S. Res. 412. An executive resolution au-
thorizing the en bloc consideration in Execu-
tive Session of certain nominations on the
Executive Calendar.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1883. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Helicopters; Amend-
ment 39-23106" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No.
FAA-2024-0765)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on September 8, 2025;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1884. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘““‘Authorizing Permissive Use of the ‘Next
Generation’ Broadcast Television Standard”
((DA 25-761)(MB Docket No. 25-135)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on September 8, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1885. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Delete, Delete, Delete” ((DA 25-736)(GN
Docket No. 25-133)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on September 8,
2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1886. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
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“Delete, Delete, Delete; Targeting and
Eliminating Unlawful Text Messages; Rules
and Regulations Implementing the Tele-
phone Consumer Protection Act of 1991; Ad-
vanced Methods to Target and Eliminate Un-
lawful Robocalls; Second Report and Order
and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rule-
making and Waiver Order (2023)(Second Text
Blocking Report and Order)”’ (DA 25-621) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 8, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1887. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Delete, Delete, Delete; Targeting and
Eliminating Unlawful Text Messages; Rules
and Regulations Implementing the Tele-
phone Consumer Protection Act of 1991; Ad-
vanced Methods to Target and Eliminate Un-
lawful Robocalls; Second Report and Order
and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rule-
making and Waiver Order (2023)(Second Text
Blocking Report and Order)” (DA 25-621) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 8, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1888. A communication from the Hon-
ors Attorney of the Office of Chief Counsel,
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Pipeline Safety: Periodic
Standards Update II” (RIN2137-AF48) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 8, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1889. A communication from the Ad-
ministrative Assistant, U.S. Coast Guard,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Anchorage Regulations; Los Angeles
and Long Beach Harbors, CA” ((RIN1625—
AAO01)(Docket No. USCG-2023-0868)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on September 8, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1890. A communication from the Ad-
ministrative Assistant, U.S. Coast Guard,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Safety Zone; Kentucky River, Frank-
fort, KY’ ((RIN1625-AA00)(Docket No.
USCG-2025-0635)) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on September 8, 2025;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1891. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amend-
ment No. 4174 ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No.
31614)) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on September 8, 2025; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1892. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a nomi-
nation and discontinuation of service in an
acting role for a position covered by the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 for the po-
sition of Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs, Department of
Transportation, received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on September 8, 2025;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1893. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
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Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery; 2023-2024 Biennial
Specifications and Management Measures;
Inseason Adjustments’” (RIN0648-BM50) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on September 8, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1894. A communication from the Fed-
eral Register Certifying Officer, Census Bu-
reau, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Foreign Trade Regulations (FTR):
Clarification of Filing Requirements Regard-
ing In-Transit Shipments and Other FTR
Provisions’” (RIN0607-AA62) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Sep-
tember 11, 2025; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. WICKER for the Committee on
Armed Services.

*Michael Powers, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense.

*Benjamin Kohlmann, of Texas, to be an
Assistant Secretary of the Navy.

*Amy Henninger, of Virginia, to be Direc-
tor of Operational Test and Evaluation, De-
partment of Defense.

*David Denton, Jr., of Virginia, to be Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of the Navy.

*Marine Corps nomination of Gen. Chris-
topher J. Mahoney, to be General.

Air Force nominations beginning with Col.
Sara A. Stigler and ending with Col. Robert
B. Taylor, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 15, 2025. (minus 1
nominee: Col. Brant A. Putnam)

Air Force nominations beginning with Col.
Joshua D. Armstrong and ending with Col.
Sheldon B. Wilson, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 15, 2025.
(minus 3 nominees: Col. Lee R. Bouma; Col.
Charles T. Goad; Col. Jonathan D. Mumme)

Air Force nomination of Col. Lynn M. Lee,
to be Brigadier General.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Brig. Gen. Daniel M. Fesler and ending with
Brig. Gen. Stephanie S. Samenus, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
July 29, 2025. (minus 3 nominees: Brig. Gen.
Shawn M. Coco; Brig. Gen. Sean F. Conroy;
Brig. Gen. Buel J. Dickson)

Air Force nominations beginning with
Brig. Gen. Gary R. Charlton II and ending
with Brig. Gen. Gregory A. Krane, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
July 29, 2025. (minus 1 nominee: Brig. Gen.
Christopher A. Jarratt)

Air Force nomination of Brig. Gen. Chris-
topher M. Blomquist, to be Major General.

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. Monie R.
Ulis, to be Major General.

Air Force nomination of Brig. Gen.
Humberto Pabon, Jr., to be Major General.

Air Force nomination of Col. Roderick T.
Grunwald, to be Brigadier General.

*Army nominations beginning with Lt.
Gen. Jonathan P. Braga and ending with
Maj. Gen. James M. Smith, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 2, 2025. (minus 5 nominees: Maj. Gen.
Kenyon K. Bell; Maj. Gen. Robert D. Davis;
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Maj. Gen. Brandon D. Parker; Maj. Gen. Jo-
seph R. Clearfield; Maj. Gen. William H.
Swan)

*Air Force nominations beginning with
Maj. Gen. Kenyon K. Bell and ending with
Maj. Gen. Brandon D. Parker, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 2, 2025. (minus 7 nominees beginning
with Lit. Gen. Jonathan P. Braga)

*Marine Corps nominations beginning with
Maj. Gen. Joseph R. Clearfield and ending
with Maj. Gen. William H. Swan, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
September 2, 2025. (minus 8 nominees begin-
ning with Lt. Gen. Jonathan P. Braga)

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. John M.
Dreska, to be Major General.

*Marine Corps nomination of Lt.
Bradford J. Gering, to be General.

*Navy nomination of Vice Adm. Richard A.
Correll, to be Admiral.

*Navy nomination of Vice Adm. George M.
Wikoff, to be Admiral.

*Navy nomination of Rear Adm. Heidi K.
Berg, to be Vice Admiral.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, for the Com-
mittee on Armed Services I report favorably
the following nomination lists which were
printed in the RECORDS on the dates indi-
cated, and ask unanimous consent, to save
the expense of reprinting on the Executive
Calendar that these nominations lie at the
Secretary’s desk for the information of Sen-
ators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Air Force nominations beginning with Ian
S. Anderson and ending with Somvang
Xayarath, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on April 28, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Jared L. Bishop and ending with Anthony V.
Santino, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 9, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Amy C. Brown and ending with Sarah M.
Wheeler, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Marc G. Carns and ending with David L.
Walker, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Donella D. Beaulieu and ending with Sarah
M. Whitson, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with Al-
exandra E. Ables and ending with Alec J.
Ziemann, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Sean T. Adams and ending with Carlos X.
Zambrano, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Ansel V. Aiken and ending with Taylor E.
Zurlinden, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Christopher S. Morgan and ending with
Dayle P. Percle, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on September 2, 2025.

Air Force nomination of Harrison E.
Payne, to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Army nomination of Benjamin A. Bonner,
to be Major.

Army nominations beginning with Michael
R. Barton and ending with Kirk V.

Gen.
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Thorsteinson, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 23, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with Steven
J. Ackerson and ending with 0003789078,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on July 31, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with Charles
M. Abeyawardena and ending with 0003951181,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on July 31, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with James
Acevedo and ending with Shadrika Y.
Witherspoon, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 31, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with James
D. Browne, Jr. and ending with John C.
Tolin, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 31, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with Peter G.
Juetten and ending with Robert E.
Murdough, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 2, 2025.

Army nomination of Richard A. Benson, to
be Major.

Army nominations beginning with William
R. Cary and ending with Kyle S. Jaschen,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with Eric E.
Abrahamsen and ending with Jeffrey W.
Wiesner, Jr., which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on September 3, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with Jona-
than W. Anderson and ending with 0002254443,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Army nominations beginning with
Natascha R. Anderson and ending with Na-
than P. Zwintscher, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on September 4, 2025.

Army nomination of Adam C. Eccleston, to
be Colonel.

Army nomination of Carsell Walker, Jr., to
be Colonel.

Army nomination of Stephen A. Noorlag,
to be Major.

Army nomination of Brian M. Gallavan, to
be Colonel.

Army nomination of Sharif I. Faruque, to
be Colonel.

Marine Corps nomination of Keaton H.
Harrell, to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Marine Corps nominations beginning with
Matthew S. Allen and ending with Adam
Yang, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nomination of Bryan J. Laroche, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nomination of Phuong T. Pham, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nominations beginning with Sara R.
De Groot and ending with Brian Korn, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
September 2, 2025. (minus 1 nominee: Keaton
H. Harrell)

Navy nominations beginning with Joel
Almanzanunez and ending with David A.
Wakeman, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Brandon
L. Barker and ending with Graham D.
Ziemba, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Eric J.
Blomberg and ending with Thomas A. Wil-
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liams, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Vivek
M. Abraham and ending with Artemisa A.
Zuazo, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Riaz M.
Ali and ending with Won H. Yu, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on Sep-
tember 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Leonard
E. Abadam and ending with Kellylynn Zuni,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Hannah
J. Addom-Tetteh and ending with William E.
Omalley, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Brandy
D. Bennett and ending with Cheol Yi, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Caleb D.
Aaberg and ending with Dmitriy Yakubov,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with William
J. Dean and ending with Brenton W.
Heisserer, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Jessica
L. Abbey and ending with William Z. Xu,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Chris-
tina M. Acosta and ending with Anya L.
Zapf, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Abra-
ham D. Agus and ending with David Zhu,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 3, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Adam E.
Bayer and ending with Zachary B. Zumwalt,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Damian
R. Allen and ending with Michael S. Yeary,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Teddy
G. Ajero, Jr. and ending with Kenneth E.
Zitnik, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Amy T.
Alfaro and ending with Jeremy P. Wade,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Alex-
ander Alba and ending with Sobondo J. Wil-
son, which nominations were received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Zachary
P. Branch and ending with Sharlena Y. Wil-
liams, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nominations beginning with Kara L.
Ballas and ending with Justin K. Wooley,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.
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Navy nominations beginning with Adam
M. Alleman and ending with Rosanne M.
Witt, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on September 4, 2025.

Navy nomination of Scott A. Metcalf, to be
Commander.

Navy nominations beginning with Johan
Baik and ending with Brett K. Cartwright,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on September 4, 2025.

Space Force nominations beginning with
Michael D. Albert and ending with Rick H.
Yuan, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 21, 2025.

Space Force nominations beginning with
Rosalinda M. Alfaro and ending with Willie
A. Youngblood, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 21, 2025.

Space Force nominations beginning with
Brian G. Allen and ending with David C.
Zesinger, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 21, 2025.

Space Force nominations beginning with
Daniel N. Banakos and ending with Julius A.
Williams, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 21, 2025.

Space Force nominations beginning with
John M. Aguirre and ending with Derek B.
Worth, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 21, 2025.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 2854. A bill to amend the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act to terminate the Dis-
trict of Columbia Judicial Nomination Com-
mission, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self and Mrs. BRITT):

S. 2855. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Labor to carry out a competitive grant pro-
gram to support community colleges and
area career and technical education centers
in developing immersive technology edu-
cation and training services programs for
workforce development, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 2856. A bill to authorize transitional
sheltering assistance for individuals who live
in areas with unhealthy air quality caused
by wildfires, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS):
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S. 2857. A bill to require coverage of cer-
tain immunizations recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee on Immunization Prac-
tices under the Medicare program, the Med-
icaid program, the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program, group health plans, and
health insurance coverage; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. LUJAN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. HEINRICH,
Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
TILLIS, Ms. WARREN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, and Mr. MARSHALL):

S. 2858. A bill to improve research and data
collection on stillbirths, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Mr. CAS-
sSIDY, Mr. ScorT of Florida, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. GRASSLEY,
Ms. LuMmMMmIs, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr.
CruUz, Mr. COTTON, Mr. BUDD, Mr.
YOUNG, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BANKS,
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. RISCH, Mrs. CAPITO,

Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. COR-
NYN):

S. 2859. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to ensure campus access at
public institutions of higher education for
religious groups; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SHEEHY (for himself, Mr. CoT-
TON, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mrs.
BRITT):

S. 2860. A bill to unleash United States off-
shore critical minerals and resources, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. McCORMICK (for himself and
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 2861. A Dbill to direct the United States
Trade Representative to prioritize North
American alignment on foreign investment
review during the next joint review con-
ducted under the United States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. HIrRONO, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, Ms. WARREN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. KiM, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, and Mr. KELLY):

S. 2862. A bill to amend the Child Care Ac-
cess Means Parents In School Program under
the Higher Education Act of 1965; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 2863. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 with re-
spect to eligibility under the Edward Byrne
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 2864. A bill to amend the Wagner-Peyser
Act to allow States the flexibility to use
staffing arrangements that best suit their
needs, for employment service offices; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 2865. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to waive cost-sharing for
advance care planning services, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.
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By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO):

S. 2866. A bill to amend the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching
Policy Act of 1977 to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to establish a program providing
for the establishment of Agriculture Cyber-
security Centers, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 2867. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the limitation
on qualified first-time homebuyer distribu-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH):

S. 2868. A bill to increase the rate of duty
on shrimp originating from India, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. MORAN):

S. 2869. A bill to require the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration to issue an annual report regarding
the use of spectrum by the Federal Govern-
ment in certain bands of frequencies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Mr. TILLIS, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 2870. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to require regulated persons to
identify tableting machines and encap-
sulating machines by serial number; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
SCHIFF):

S. 2871. A bill to take certain Federal land
in the State of California into trust for the
benefit of the Pit River Tribe, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs.

By Mrs. HYDE-SMITH (for herself, Mr.
OSSOFF, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. TUBERVILLE, and Ms. LUMMIS):

S. 2872. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Credit Act of 1978 to authorize assistance for
emergency measures in response to pine bee-
tle outbreaks, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN:

S. 2873. A bill to amend the National Ma-
rine Sanctuaries Act to prohibit requiring an
authorization for the installation, continued
presence, operation, maintenance, repair, or
recovery of undersea fiber optic cables in a
national marine sanctuary if such activities
have previously been authorized by a Federal
or State agency; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. HUSTED (for himself and Mr.
WARNOCK):

S. 2874. A bill to provide for the reliquida-
tion of certain entries of golf cart tires; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2875. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the treat-
ment of health reimbursement arrangements
integrated with individual market coverage;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms.
HASSAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Ms.

KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN
HoOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S6729

S. 2876. A Dbill to prevent harassment at in-
stitutions of higher education, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

S. 2877. A Dbill to ban stock trading for cer-
tain senior Government officials, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
HUSTED):

S. 2878. A bill to reauthorize funding to
monitor, assess, and research the Great
Lakes Basin, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. 2879. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to apply improved
prompt payment requirements to Medicare
Advantage organizations; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr.
HUSTED):

S. 2880. A bill to establish the Great Lakes
Mass Marketing Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 2881. A bill to provide for the transfer of
administrative jurisdiction over certain Fed-
eral land in the State of California, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 2882. A bill making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes; read
the first time.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself and
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina):

S. 2883. A Dbill to establish an East Coast
Bivalve Research Task Force; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. BUDD):

S. 2884. A bill to amend the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000
to extend and modify requirements for an
annual report on military and security de-
velopments involving the People’s Republic
of China; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. KING, and Mr. SCHIFF):

S. 2885. A bill to require congressional re-
districting conducted by a State to be con-
ducted in accordance with a redistricting
plan developed and enacted into law by an
independent redistricting commission estab-
lished by the State, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr.
PAuL, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. COLLINS, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. KING, and
Mr. CURTIS):

S. 2886. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to authorize lawful per-
manent resident status for certain college
graduates who entered the United States as
children, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself,
DUCKWORTH, Mr. PADILLA,
SCHMITT, and Mr. KELLY):

S. 2887. A bill to amend the National Trails
System Act to designate the Route 66 Na-
tional Historic Trail, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER:

S. 2888. A bill to amend chapter 511 of title
51, United States Code, to modify the author-
ity for space transportation infrastructure
modernization grants, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

Ms.
Mr.
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By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2889. A bill to promote minimum State
requirements for the prevention and treat-
ment of concussions caused by participation
in school sports, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 2890. A Dbill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to require transportation plan-
ners to consider projects and strategies to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and
Mr. LUJAN):

S. 2891. A bill to direct the Administrator
of General Services to ensure that the design
of public buildings in the United States ad-
heres to the guiding principles for Federal
architecture, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 2892. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to make grants to support early
college high schools and dual or concurrent
enrollment programs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. COTTON,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mrs. MooDY, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. ScorT of Florida, Mr.
GRAHAM, and Mr. HAGERTY):

S. 2893. A bill to require the denial of ad-
mission to the United States for individuals
subject to sanctions pursuant to Executive
Order 13876, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. SMITH,

Mr. WYDEN, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
MERKLEY, and Mr. SCHIFF):

S. 2894. A bill to establish a process for the
Board on Geographic Names to review and
revise offensive place names, to create an ad-
visory committee to recommend offensive
place names to be reviewed by the Board,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2895. A bill to require the Comptroller
General of the United States and the Sec-
retary of Transportation to conduct a study
on weather-related hazards and gaps in sur-
face transportation safety, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 2896. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to designate an entrance-fee-free
date on September 17, 2026, at units of the
National Park System to celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr.
SCHATZ):

S. 2897. A bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990
to provide research and extension grants to
support the study of insects and pests that
impact tropical plants, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself, Mr. KIm,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. PADILLA, and Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO):

S. 2898. A bill to reauthorize the Traumatic
Brain Injury program; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2899. A bill to authorize additional ap-
propriations to Amtrak for long-distance
routes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2900. A bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to establish a pilot program
to improve roadway safety through real-time
integration of weather hazard alerts and ac-
tive work zone data, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2901. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to establish a pilot program
to improve the integration of real-time wild-
fire hazard alerts with State and local trans-
portation closure information systems, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
OSSOFF):

S. 2902. A bill to require States to measure
and publicly report on the separation of chil-
dren from parents by hidden foster care ar-
rangements, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Ms.
HASSAN, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. MORAN, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. BUDD, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
COONS):

S. 2903. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to re-
quire a group health plan or health insur-
ance coverage offered in connection with
such a plan to provide an exceptions process
for any medication step therapy protocol,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. COTTON, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
COONS, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. KAINE):

S. 2904. A Dbill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the shadow fleet of the Russian Fed-
eration, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2905. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to require the establishment of
an Office of Public Engagement in the Pipe-
line and Hazardous Materials Safety Admin-

istration, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina,
and Mr. GALLEGO):

S. 2906. A bill to amend the Investment
Company Act of 1940 to address entities that
are not considered to be investment compa-
nies for the purposes of that Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
SCHMITT, Mr. SHEEHY, and Mr. SCOTT
of Florida):

S. 2907. A bill to prohibit health care pro-
fessionals, hospitals, or clinics from partici-
pating in the chemical or surgical mutila-
tion of a child and to provide a private right
of action for children and the parents of chil-
dren whose healthy body parts have been
damaged by medical professionals practicing
chemical and surgical mutilation; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. LANKFORD, and Mr. ScoOTT of
South Carolina):

S. 2908. A Dbill to ensure equal treatment
for religious organizations in the Federal
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provision of social services programs,
grantmaking, and contracting, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Ms.
ERNST):

S. 2909. A bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to revise certain regulations
with respect to farm-related service industry
restricted commercial driver’s licenses, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2910. A Dbill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to allow States to use highway
safety funds for work zone safety initiatives,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SHEEHY:

S. 2911. A bill to require the Secretary of
Transportation to revise requirements relat-
ing to triennial highway safety plan submis-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Ms. ALSOBROOKS (for herself, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. MERKLEY,
and Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 2912. A bill to prohibit deceptive prac-
tices in Federal elections; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Ms. ALSOBROOKS (for herself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER):

S. 2913. A bill to prohibit the use of appro-
priated funds to eliminate, consolidate, or
otherwise restructure any office within the
Department of Education that administers
or enforces programs serving individuals
with disabilities; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S.J. Res. 80. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment relating to ‘‘National Petroleum Re-
serve in Alaska Integrated Activity Plan
Record of Decision”; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. KING):

S.J. Res. 81. A joint resolution terminating
the national emergency declared to impose
duties on articles imported from Brazil; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. WYDEN,
Ms. ALSOBROOKS, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. BOOKER,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. GALLEGO, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. REED, Ms.
ROSEN, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Ms. BALD-
WIN, and Mr. SCHUMER):

S.J. Res. 82. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Office of the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices relating to ‘“‘Policy on Adhering to the
Text of the Administrative Procedure Act’’;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself and Mr.
KAINE):

S.J. Res. 83. A joint resolution to direct
the removal of United States Armed Forces
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from hostilities that have not been author-
ized by Congress; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KING,
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 401. A resolution supporting the
designation of September 19, 2025, as ‘‘Na-
tional Stillbirth Prevention and Awareness
Day”’, recognizing tens of thousands of fami-
lies in the United States that have endured
a stillbirth, and seizing the opportunity to
keep other families from experiencing the
same tragedy; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. Res. 402. A resolution recognizing Lloyd
Ashburn Williams’s unparalleled dedication
to fostering economic empowerment, cul-
tural pride, and social equity in Harlem; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. MORENO, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. LEE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
MULLIN, Mrs. MooDY, Mrs. FISCHER,
and Mr. HAGERTY):

S. Res. 403. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of October 14, 2025, as the
“National Day of Remembrance for Charlie
Kirk”’; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. Res. 404. A resolution urging the protec-
tion of Medicare from the devastating cuts
caused by H.R. 1; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MERKLEY,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. DURBIN, and Ms. SMITH):

S. Res. 405. A resolution expressing support
for the recognition of September 22, 2025, to
September 28, 2025, as ‘‘Asian American and
Native American Pacific Islander-Serving In-
stitutions Week”; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr.
CRAPO, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. MULLIN, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. RISCH,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. THUNE, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KM, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHIFF,
Ms. SMITH, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE):

S. Res. 406. A resolution designating Sep-
tember 30, 2025, as ‘Impact Aid Recognition
Day’”’ to recognize and celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of the establishment of the Impact
Aid program; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. Res. 407. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate that the comments made
by Federal Communications Commission
Chairman Brendan Carr on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2025, threatening to penalize ABC
and Disney for the political commentary of
ABC late night host Jimmy Kimmel were

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

dangerous and unconstitutional; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. LUJAN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. Res. 408. A resolution recognizing Sep-
tember 20, 2025, as ‘‘National LGBTQ+
Servicemembers and Veterans Day’’; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
ScoTrT of Florida, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BUDD,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FISCHER, and
Mr. BENNET):

S. Res. 409. A resolution recognizing the
T4th anniversary of the signing of the Mutual
Defense Treaty between the United States
and the Philippines and the strong bilateral
security alliance between our two nations in
the wake of escalating aggression and polit-
ical lawfare by the People’s Republic of
China in the South China Sea; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. KAINE, Ms. SMITH, Ms. BALD-
WIN, and Ms. HIRONO):

S. Res. 410. A resolution calling on the
President to recognize a demilitarized State
of Palestine, as consistent with inter-
national law and the principles of a two-
state solution, alongside a secure State of
Israel; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. CASSIDY):

S. Res. 411. A resolution supporting the
designation of the week of September 22
through September 26, 2025, as ‘‘National
Hazing Awareness Week’’; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. THUNE:

S. Res. 412. An executive resolution au-
thorizing the en bloc consideration in Execu-
tive Session of certain nominations on the
Executive Calendar; placed on the executive
calendar.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 413. A resolution authorizing the
use of funds from the Senators’ Official Per-
sonnel and Office Expense Account for secu-
rity enhancements and services provided to
Senators; considered and agreed to.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 138

At the request of Mr. SHEEHY, the
names of the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. KELLY) and the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) were added
as cosponsors of S. 138, a bill to require
each enterprise to include on the Uni-
form Residential Loan Application a
disclaimer to increase awareness of the
direct and guaranteed home loan pro-
grams of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

S. 275

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 275, a bill to improve the provision
of care and services under the Veterans
Community Care Program of the De-
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partment of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.
S. 742
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
742, a bill to extend duty-free treat-
ment provided with respect to imports
from Haiti under the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act, and for other
purposes.
S. 761
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 761, a bill to establish the
Truth and Healing Commission on In-
dian Boarding School Policies in the
United States, and for other purposes.
S. 844
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 844, a bill to accelerate
workplace time-to-contract under the
National Labor Relations Act.
S. 1383
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1383, a bill to establish
the Veterans Advisory Committee on
Equal Access, and for other purposes.
S. 1748
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1748, a bill to protect the safety of
children on the internet.
S. 1816
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
MORENO) and the Senator from West
Virginia (Mr. JUSTICE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1816, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to establish requirements with respect
to the use of prior authorization under
Medicare Advantage plans.
S. 1829
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1829, a bill to combat the sex-
ual exploitation of children by sup-
porting victims and promoting ac-
countability and transparency by the
tech industry.
S. 1985
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1985, a bill to improve aviation
safety, and for other purposes.
S. 2035
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2035, a bill to establish statutory
rights to choose to receive, provide,
and cover fertility treatments, and for
other purposes.
S. 2252
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2252, a bill to require United
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States foreign assistance commodities
to be made available for their intended
purposes before they expire.
S. 2376
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Florida (Mrs.
Moony) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2376, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to include rioting in the
definition of racketeering activity.
S. 2452
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) and the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2452, a bill to amend
the Indian Law Enforcement Reform
Act to provide for advancements in
public safety services to Indian com-
munities, and for other purposes.
S. 2621
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2621, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize support for
State-based maternal mortality review
committees, to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to dissemi-
nate best practices on maternal mor-
tality prevention to hospitals, State-
based professional societies, and
perinatal quality collaboratives, and
for other purposes.
S. 2663
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BANKS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2663, a bill to amend the Bank Holding
Company Act of 1956 to generally per-
mit holding merchant banking invest-
ments of up to 15 years.
S. 2667
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2667, a bill to prevent violence
in the West Bank and authorize the im-
position of sanctions with respect to
any foreign person endangering United
States national security and under-
mining prospects for a two-state solu-
tion by committing illegal violent
acts.
S. 2721
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2721, a bill to provide
for a period of continuing appropria-
tions in the event of a lapse in appro-
priations under the normal appropria-
tions process, to establish procedures
and consequences in the event of a fail-
ure to enact appropriations, and for
other purposes.
S. 2722
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2722, a bill to promote the
energy security of Taiwan, and for
other purposes.
S. 2731
At the request of Mr. SCHIFF, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
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(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2731, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the
Social Security Act to provide that an
individual engaged in a labor dispute
may receive unemployment benefits.
S. 2813
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) and the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2813, a bill to amend
chapter 44 of title 18, United States
Code, to prohibit capacity-based re-
strictions on firearm magazines, and
for other purposes.
S. 2840
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2840, a bill to amend the Invest-
ment Company Act of 1940 to postpone
the date of payment or satisfaction
upon redemption of certain securities
in the case of the financial exploitation
of specified adults, and for other pur-
poses.
S.J. RES. 38
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 38, a joint resolu-
tion establishing the ratification of the
Equal Rights Amendment.
S.J. RES. 71
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 71, a
joint resolution terminating the na-
tional emergency declared with respect
to energy.
S.J. RES. 78
At the request of Mr. SCHIFF, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 78, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relating to
the authority of Congress and the
States to regulate contributions and
expenditures intended to affect elec-
tions and to enact public financing sys-
tems for political campaigns.
AMENDMENT NO. 2968
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. MORENO) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2968 intended to be
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3592
At the request of Mr. WELCH, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 3592 intended to
be proposed to S. 2296, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
yvear 2026 for military activities of the
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Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 3756
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY) and the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
3756 intended to be proposed to S. 2296,
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3873
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 3873 intended to be
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 3892
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 3892 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2296, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. LANKFORD (for himself,
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. ScOTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. HAWLEY,

Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRUZ,
Mr. CoTTON, Mr. BUDD, Mr.

YOUNG, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
BANKS, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. CRAPO,

Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
RiscH, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. KENNEDY, and

Mr. CORNYN):

S. 2859. A bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to ensure campus
access at public institutions of higher
education for religious groups; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, this
week, I filed a bill, as I do multiple dif-
ferent weeks. I don’t come every week
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to be able to talk about the bills that
I file, but I want to be able to talk
about this a little bit and some context
that comes into it.

I also don’t come to this floor very
often and read an entire bill to this
body, but I want to do that today. It is
not long. It is literally just half a page.
But it reaffirms something that I think
should be pretty simple for all of us but
for some reason has become controver-
sial in the past few decades.

Here is the whole bill. It says:

None of the funds made available under
this Act may be provided to any public insti-
tution of higher education that denies to a
religious student organization any right,
benefit, or privilege that is otherwise af-
forded to other student organizations at the
institution (including full access to the fa-
cilities of the institution and official rec-
ognition of the organization by the institu-
tion) because of the religious beliefs, prac-
tices, speech, leadership standards, or stand-
ards of conduct of the religious student orga-
nization.

Now, this should be pretty simple for
us as Americans. We should treat reli-
gious organizations on a college cam-
pus the same as every other organiza-
tion. The university shouldn’t be able
to reach into some organizations and
say ‘‘Because you are religious, we
need to tone you down’ or ‘‘Because
you are religious, we need to pick your
leadership for you because we want to
pick your leadership.”’

I will tell you, most Americans would
say ‘“‘No one does that anyway’—ex-
cept they did. Under the Biden admin-
istration, this became an issue, where
multiple different colleges and univer-
sities would reach into different reli-
gious organizations on campus and
would deny them access to be able to
be on campus and use campus facilities
at all or they would say: We don’t like
the way you pick your leadership. You
need to have a broader perspective of
leadership from multiple different per-
spectives of the campus. It can’t just
be your particular faith in your reli-
gious organization.

It became the most bizarre set of
ideas that came out of the Department
of Education to say a Jewish organiza-
tion had to pick non-Jewish leaders to
be the leadership of their organization
or non-Christians had to also be se-
lected as leaders of their Christian or-
ganization on campus.

We are like, what in the world? What
happened to the basic right of associa-
tion and affiliation that is a constitu-
tionally protected right?

That never happened to nonreligious
organizations; it seemed to only hap-
pen to religious organizations.

So while we have common agreement
on this as Americans and while that
rule is now not being applied under the
Trump administration, I raise a very
simple bill to say: Why can’t we, as all
Americans, agree that religious organi-
zations on college campuses should be
treated exactly the same as every
other organization on any college cam-
pus? That should be basic.

So I bring a very simple bill to be
able to resolve that one big issue and
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to say let’s make this once and for all
just a policy that we have as Ameri-
cans.

Now, I bring this up because it needs
to be addressed, but I also bring this up
because next week, there is a signifi-
cant event that is going to happen all
around the country—quite frankly, all
around the world—that some people
won’t even notice but, quite frankly, is
Earth-shattering.

Thirty-five years ago, a group of stu-
dents gathered around a flagpole early
in the morning to be able to pray for
their school. It was in 1990. It ended up
being about 46,000 total students in 4
different States, including my State of
Oklahoma, that just kind of gathered.
The word kind of spread organically
that one Wednesday morning in Sep-
tember, students—high school and mid-
dle school students—would just go and
do one day publicly what they do pri-
vately other days; that is, pray for
their teachers, pray for their faculty at
school, pray for each other, pray for
their parents, and pray for the Nation.

So in September of 1990, around
46,000—we don’t know the exact num-
ber—students in 4 different States just
quietly gathered to pray. Now, that
may not seem like a big deal, but in
1990, there was a great debate that was
still spinning on this issue. In fact,
that year, that September day, at at
least one of those gatherings, the sher-
iff’s department came out and arrested
the students for praying—praying—on
their school campus before class start-
ed.

The result of that was that the next
September, a million students showed
up to pray—a million, documented.
From almost every State in America,
teenagers showed up at their high
school or their middle school campus
just to be able to pray. They didn’t
have teachers with them; they didn’t
have youth pastors with them—just
students. They gathered at their pole.
It was a simple thing called See You at
the Pole—just that simple. They would
encourage each other just to be able to
show up that one day in September to
be able to pray publicly for their par-
ents, for their Nation, for their cam-
pus, and for what was going on in their
community.

It became the largest student prayer
movement that we know of in the his-
tory of the Nation. Year after year in
September, one Wednesday, students
from around the Nation would gather.
It was about 3 years later that it start-
ed spreading globally, to where 1lit-
erally students from around the world
were just going to their flagpole, and
they would just gather to be able to
pray.

Now, people have said over the years:
Why a flagpole? Well, it is because
every school has a flagpole, and so it
became just a common cry. It kind of
seems like ‘“See you at the principal’s
office” doesn’t ring as true. But it was
just like, what does every single cam-
pus have? Every single campus has a
flagpole. So that simple statement,
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‘“See you at the pole,” became really a
challenge to say ‘‘See you at a spot
where we can pray.”’

There is a 1ot going on in the country
right now—a lot. There is a lot of
anger, there is a lot of frustration, and
there are a lot of questions about what
happens next.

For 35 years, students have gone to
their flagpole and have prayed for the
Nation. My simple request of them
again this year is to do it again. This
Nation could use some prayer. This Na-
tion could use a generation rising up to
be able to say: No one is going to stop
us from praying.

It is the most simple request that we
have—to not go to government but to
go to God and say: We need your help.
We need your intervention.

I am always proud of a group of stu-
dents at a high school football game
that finish the game or that start the
game just taking a knee to be able to
pray for each other, pray for safety,
and then go out and hit each other as
hard as they possibly can on the foot-
ball field. But it is always fun for me to
be able to watch the sportsmanship
that begins with two teams that gather
together to pray, and it is almost al-
ways just one player on each of the
teams that drops that idea and says:
We should do this. Our team should do
this.

It is not led by the coaches. It is not
led by the teachers. It is led by stu-
dents that just say: Let’s ask God to
help us in this.

I am always impressed when I am on
high school and junior high campuses
as I walk around the campus during
lunch, and I see everyone kind of gath-
ering for lunch and all the conversa-
tion happening, and I will see a couple
students over in the corner, as they sit
down at their lunch, to be able to just
bow their heads for just a simple mo-
ment to be able to thank God for their
food.

I am always impressed when I hear
about groups of students that get to-
gether on a regular basis just to be able
to have Bible study together, just to be
able to pray for each other. They face
a lot of pressure. They face a lot of
challenges in this day and age. It is re-
setting and centering when they actu-
ally stop to say: Let’s pray about that.

I am tremendously impressed that
for 35 years—now a second generation
of students are gathering at their flag-
poles the fourth Wednesday of Sep-
tember to be able to just pray for each
other, pray for their teachers, pray for
their school, and this time, an earnest
plea to God to help our Nation.

I am proud of students of faith and
how they gather to be able to say:
These days are dark, but we believe in
a God who gives light, and we will
choose to be a light on our own campus
and do what we can to be able to serve
each other and to be able to serve our
schools.

Those are the role models that we
need in a new generation. Those are
the folks that we look forward to see-
ing what they do in the days ahead.
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As fun as it is to me, students that
are gathering this year are the children
of the first generation that gathered 35
years ago to start a movement to be
able to pray. Thirty-five years ago, I
was a youth minister. I was a part of
that first See You at the Pole in 1990.
I was in leadership, helping organize
students in getting the word out, to be
able to say ‘“‘What can we do’—what
can we do—‘‘to serve each other and
the Nation?”’ The obvious answer began
with “‘Let’s pray.”’

See You at the Pole was born. It
wasn’t my idea. It was a group of stu-
dents’ idea. I just got to help fan the
flame.

Students of this Nation need the en-
couragement of this body to be able to
say ‘“‘well done’ and set a fresh new ex-
ample; be the next generation of lead-
ers; be the people who will rise up and
do what is right; be the role models
that are desperately needed; be individ-
uals who will actually not only have a
faith but live your faith—all the prin-
ciples of the faith.

We can certainly use individuals in
our Nation right now who are living
the most basic principles of loving God
with all your heart, soul, mind, and
strength and loving your neighbor as
yourself.

To the students of this Nation, I
would encourage them to ‘‘see you at
the pole’” next Wednesday morning.

This coming Wednesday morning,
September 24, you can be assured I am
going to be parked across the street
from a campus watching a group of stu-
dents pray for a Nation that needs
help. I will join them and say, ‘‘God
help us. We need your help.” I will see
you at the pole.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. SCHIFF):

S. 2871. A bill to take certain Federal
land in the State of California into
trust for the benefit of the Pit River
Tribe, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Pit River Land
Transfer Act of 2025. This bill would
transfer 584 acres of Federal land, ad-
ministered by the Forest Service, to
the Secretary of the Interior to be held
in trust for the Pit River Tribe, Cali-
fornia.

The Pit River Tribe consists of 11 au-
tonomous bands traditionally inhab-
iting the area surrounding the Pit
River and its tributaries. They are
known for their deep spiritual connec-
tion to the land, with a rich cultural
heritage centered around fishing, hunt-
ing, and seasonal gatherings. Today,
they continue to preserve their tradi-
tions while engaging in efforts to re-
claim ancestral lands and promote
tribal sovereignty.

The proposed land to be transferred
is known as the Four Corners Property,
located in Shasta County. Today, the
Four Corners Federal land is located in
the ancestral territory of the Tribe,
which the Tribe has historically used
and has an ongoing relationship with.
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This legislation is a commonsense
step forward that will empower the
Tribe to better serve their commu-
nities and empower Tribal self-growth.
I want to thank Senator SCHIFF for co-
sponsoring this bill, and I also want to
thank Republican Congressman DOUG
LAMALFA for introducing companion
legislation in the House.

BY MR. PADILLA:

S. 2881. A bill to provide for the
transfer of administrative jurisdiction
over certain Federal land in the State
of California, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce the Ackerson Meadow
Land Exchange Act. This legislation
will facilitate a simple land exchange
between the National Park Service and
the U.S. Forest Service in the Sierra
Nevada.

This bill would transfer 160 acres of
Stanislaus National Forest land to the
National Park Service to be managed
as part of Yosemite National Park and
transfer 170 acres of National Park
land to the Forest Service to manage
as part of Stanislaus National Forest.
The land in the exchange is known as
Ackerson Meadow.

Ackerson Meadow is one of the larg-
est midelevation meadows in the Si-
erra Nevada. It is an ecologically and
regionally critical wildlife corridor,
and the scenic meadow is an important
habitat for the State endangered great
grey owl and little willow flycatcher,
as well as a suite of additional at-risk
wildlife species. In 2016, a coalition of
conservation groups donated Ackerson
Meadow to Yosemite National Park;
however, it is almost completely sur-
rounded by Stanislaus National Forest
and only partially contiguous to the
rest of Yosemite National Park.

The current configuration of land
management presents logistical chal-
lenges to both NPS and Forest Service;
therefore, both Agencies, as well as
local stakeholders, support this land
exchange.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to pass this straightforward
legislation to better manage the land
in and around Ackerson Meadow.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2889. A Dbill to promote minimum
State requirements for the prevention
and treatment of concussions caused
by participation in school sports, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2889

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Student Athletes from Concussions Act of
2025,

SEC. 2. MINIMUM STATE REQUIREMENTS.

(a) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—Each State
that receives funds under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and does not meet the re-
quirements described in this section, as of
the date of enactment of this Act, shall, not
later than the last day of the fifth full fiscal
year after the date of enactment of this Act
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘compliance
deadline’’), enact legislation or issue regula-
tions establishing the following minimum
requirements:

(1) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY CONCUSSION
SAFETY AND MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Each local
educational agency in the State, in consulta-
tion with members of the community in
which such agency is located, shall develop
and implement a standard plan for concus-
sion safety and management that—

(A) educates students, parents, and school
personnel about concussions, through activi-
ties such as—

(i) training school personnel, including
coaches, teachers, athletic trainers, related
services personnel, and school nurses, on
concussion safety and management, includ-
ing training on the prevention, recognition,
and academic consequences of concussions
and response to concussions; and

(ii) using, maintaining, and disseminating
to students and parents—

(I) release forms and other appropriate
forms for reporting and record keeping;

(IT) treatment plans; and

(IIT) prevention and post-injury observa-
tion and monitoring fact sheets about con-
cussion;

(B) encourages supports, where feasible, for
a student recovering from a concussion (re-
gardless of whether or not the concussion oc-
curred during school-sponsored activities,
during school hours, on school property, or
during an athletic activity), such as—

(i) guiding the student in resuming partici-
pation in athletic activity and academic ac-
tivities with the help of a multi-disciplinary
concussion management team, which may
include—

(I) a health care professional, the parents
of such student, a school nurse, relevant re-
lated services personnel, and other relevant
school personnel; and

(IT) an individual who is assigned by a pub-
lic school to oversee and manage the recov-
ery of such student;

(ii) providing appropriate academic accom-
modations aimed at progressively reintro-
ducing cognitive demands on the student;
and

(iii) if the student’s symptoms of concus-
sion persist for a substantial period of time—

(I) evaluating the student in accordance
with section 614 of the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1414) to de-
termine whether the student is eligible for
services under part B of such Act (20 U.S.C.
1411 et seq.); or

(IT) evaluating whether the student is eligi-
ble for services under section 504 of the Re-
habilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794); and

(C) encourages the use of best practices de-
signed to ensure, with respect to concus-
sions, the uniformity of safety standards,
treatment, and management, such as—

(i) disseminating information on concus-
sion safety and management to the public;
and

(ii) applying uniform best practice stand-
ards for concussion safety and management
to all students enrolled in public schools.

(2) POSTING OF INFORMATION ON CONCUS-
SIONS.—Each public elementary school and
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each public secondary school shall post on
school grounds, in a manner that is visible to
students and school personnel, and make
publicly available on the school website, in-
formation on concussions that—

(A) is based on peer-reviewed scientific evi-
dence (such as information made available
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention);

(B) shall include information on—

(i) the risks posed by sustaining a concus-
sion;

(ii) the actions a student should take in re-
sponse to sustaining a concussion, including
the notification of school personnel; and

(iii) the signs and symptoms of a concus-
sion; and

(C) may include information on—

(i) the definition of a concussion;

(ii) the means available to the student to
reduce the incidence or recurrence of a con-
cussion; and

(iii) the effects of a concussion on aca-
demic learning and performance.

(3) RESPONSE TO CONCUSSION.—If an indi-
vidual designated from among school per-
sonnel for purposes of this Act, one of whom
must be in attendance at every school-spon-
sored activity, suspects that a student has
sustained a concussion (regardless of wheth-
er or not the concussion occurred during
school-sponsored activities, during school
hours, on school property, or during an ath-
letic activity)—

(A) the student shall be—

(i) immediately removed from participa-
tion in a school-sponsored athletic activity;
and

(ii) prohibited from resuming participation
in school-sponsored athletic activities—

(I) on the day the student sustained the
concussion; and

(IT) until the day the student is capable of
resuming such participation, according to
the student’s written release, as described in
paragraph (4); and

(B) the designated individual shall report
to the parent or guardian of such student—

(i) any information that the designated
school employee is aware of regarding the
date, time, and type of the injury suffered by
such student (regardless of where, when, or
how a concussion may have occurred); and

(ii) any actions taken to treat such stu-
dent.

(4) RETURN TO ATHLETICS.—If a student has
sustained a concussion (regardless of wheth-
er or not the concussion occurred during
school-sponsored activities, during school
hours, on school property, or during an ath-
letic activity), before such student resumes
participation in school-sponsored athletic
activities, the school shall receive a written
release from a health care professional,
that—

(A) states that the student is capable of re-
suming participation in such activities; and

(B) may require the student to follow a
plan designed to aid the student in recov-
ering and resuming participation in such ac-
tivities in a manner that—

(i) is coordinated, as appropriate, with pe-
riods of cognitive and physical rest while
symptoms of a concussion persist; and

(ii) reintroduces cognitive and physical de-
mands on such student on a progressive basis
only as such increases in exertion do not
cause the reemergence or worsening of symp-
toms of a concussion.

() RETURN TO ACADEMICS.—If a student en-
rolled in a public school in the State has sus-
tained a concussion, the concussion manage-
ment team (as described under paragraph
(1)(B)(i)) of the school shall consult with and
make recommendations to relevant school
personnel and the student to ensure that the
student is receiving the appropriate aca-
demic supports, including—
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(A) providing for periods of cognitive rest
over the course of the school day;

(B) providing modified academic assign-
ments;

(C) allowing for gradual reintroduction to
cognitive demands; and

(D) other appropriate academic accom-
modations or adjustments.

(b) NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(1) FIRST YEAR.—If a State described in
subsection (a) fails to comply with sub-
section (a) by the compliance deadline, the
Secretary of Education shall reduce by 5 per-
cent the amount of funds the State receives
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) for
the first fiscal year following the compliance
deadline.

(2) SUCCEEDING YEARS.—If the State fails to
so comply by the last day of any fiscal year
following the compliance deadline, the Sec-
retary of Education shall reduce by 10 per-
cent the amount of funds the State receives
under that Act for the following fiscal year.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—Prior
to reducing any funds that a State receives
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in
accordance with this subsection, the Sec-
retary of Education shall provide a written
notification of the intended reduction of
funds to the State and to the appropriate
committees of Congress.

SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
affect civil or criminal liability under Fed-
eral or State law.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CONCUSSION.—The term ‘‘concussion’
means a type of mild traumatic brain injury
that—

(A) is caused by a blow, jolt, or motion to
the head or body that causes the brain to
move rapidly in the skull;

(B) disrupts normal brain functioning and
alters the mental state of the individual,
causing the individual to experience—

(i) any period of observed or self-reported—

(I) transient confusion, disorientation, or
impaired consciousness;

(IT) dysfunction of memory around the
time of injury; or

(III) loss of consciousness lasting less than
30 minutes; or

(ii) any 1 of 4 types of symptoms, includ-
ing—

(I) physical symptoms, such as headache,
fatigue, or dizziness;

(IT) cognitive symptoms, such as memory
disturbance or slowed thinking;

(III) emotional symptoms, such as irrita-
bility or sadness; or

(IV) difficulty sleeping; and

(C) can occur—

(i) with or without the loss of conscious-
ness; and

(ii) during participation in any organized
sport or recreational activity.

(2) HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.—The term
‘“‘health care professional” means an indi-
vidual—

(A) who has been trained in diagnosis and
management of concussion in a pediatric
population;

(B) who is registered, licensed, certified, or
otherwise statutorily recognized by the
State to provide such diagnosis and manage-
ment; and

(C) whose scope of practice and experience
includes the diagnosis and management of
traumatic brain injury among a pediatric
population.

(3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY; STATE.—
The terms ‘‘local educational agency” and
‘‘State’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 8101 of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).
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(4) RELATED SERVICES PERSONNEL.—The
term ‘‘related services personnel” means in-
dividuals who provide related services, as de-
fined under section 602 of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C.
1401).

(5) SCHOOL-SPONSORED ATHLETIC ACTIVITY.—
The term ‘‘school-sponsored athletic activ-
ity means—

(A) any physical education class or pro-
gram of a school;

(B) any athletic activity authorized during
the school day on school grounds that is not
an instructional activity;

(C) any extra-curricular sports team, club,
or league organized by a school on or off
school grounds; and

(D) any recess activity.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  401—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
SEPTEMBER 19, 2025, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  STILLBIRTH PREVEN-
TION AND AWARENESS DAY”,
RECOGNIZING TENS OF THOU-
SANDS OF FAMILIES IN THE
UNITED STATES THAT HAVE EN-
DURED A STILLBIRTH, AND
SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY TO
KEEP OTHER FAMILIES FROM
EXPERIENCING THE SAME TRAG-
EDY

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. KING,
and Mr. WYDEN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 401

Whereas more than 21,000 pregnancies in
the United States end in stillbirth each year,
and the lack of access to maternal health
care services has exacerbated the crisis;

Whereas racial disparities persist in birth
outcomes, with Black, American Indian and
Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander, and Hispanic families at the
greatest risk of losing a baby to stillbirth;

Whereas, according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the annual
number of stillbirths far exceeds the number
of deaths from the top 5 leading causes of
death among children under 15 years of age
combined, including unintentional injuries,
congenital anomalies, preterm birth, homi-
cide, and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome;

Whereas stillbirths are devastating and
have a profound and lifelong impact on the
families who endure them;

Whereas losing a baby to stillbirth is
linked to an increased risk of maternal mor-
bidity and mortality;

Whereas, with increased awareness and
better data collection, the United States will
be able to better understand why stillbirths
in the United States are happening at an
alarming rate and identify what can be done
to combat this crisis;

Whereas proven stillbirth prevention ef-
forts have the power to save thousands of ba-
bies every year, and innovations in stillbirth
prevention could save thousands of addi-
tional families nationwide every year from
the heartache of losing a baby;

Whereas recognizing ‘‘National Stillbirth
Prevention and Awareness Day’’ is an oppor-
tunity to increase awareness, support evi-
dence-based prevention efforts, promote re-
search, encourage improved data collection
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and greater understanding, and provide sup-
port to those who have experienced a still-
birth; and

Whereas ‘‘National Stillbirth Prevention
and Awareness Day’’—

(1) celebrates the passage of the Maternal
and Child Health Stillbirth Prevention Act
of 2024 (Public Law 118-69; 138 Stat. 1485),
which opens up more Federal resources for
stillbirth prevention activities and research;
and

(2) calls on the President and all other Fed-
eral officials to use their authority to take
action to help reduce stillbirths and to en-
sure every expectant family is educated on
how to reduce the risk of losing a baby to
stillbirth: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Stillbirth Prevention and Awareness
Day’’;

(2) understands the importance of advanc-
ing evidence-based prevention efforts; and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe ‘‘National Still-
birth Prevention and Awareness Day’ with
appropriate prevention and awareness pro-
grams and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 402—RECOG-
NIZING LLOYD ASHBURN
WILLIAMS’S UNPARALLELED
DEDICATION TO FOSTERING ECO-
NOMIC EMPOWERMENT, CUL-
TURAL PRIDE, AND SOCIAL EQ-
UITY IN HARLEM

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 402

Whereas Lloyd Ashburn Williams was born
on January 16, 1945, in Jamaica and immi-
grated to New York City at the age of 2,
where he was raised in Harlem and com-
mitted his life to the advancement and em-
powerment of the Harlem community;

Whereas Mr. Williams attended Syracuse
University and developed a lifelong passion
for civic engagement, economic develop-
ment, and cultural preservation;

Whereas, in 1988, Mr. Williams was ap-
pointed President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of The Greater Harlem Chamber of Com-
merce, becoming one of the longest-serving
leaders of the organization, guiding the
Chamber through periods of economic chal-
lenges and revitalization over more than 4
decades;

Whereas, under his visionary leadership,
The Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce
expanded its mission to promote minority-
owned businesses, attract investments, fos-
ter entrepreneurship, and support workforce
development initiatives that improved eco-
nomic opportunities for Harlem residents;

Whereas, in 1974, Mr. Williams, along with
Manhattan Borough President Percy E. Sut-
ton, Voza Rivers, and others, co-founded
HARLEM WEEK, which was initially de-
signed as a 1-day event to restore commu-
nity pride and combat negative stereotypes
and grew into a multi-week cultural festival
celebrating Harlem’s history, art, music,
business, and contributions to society and
attracting millions of attendees annually;

Whereas he championed key social issues,
including affordable housing, education re-
form, health equity, climate change aware-
ness, and bridging the digital divide, working
tirelessly to ensure that Harlem’s growth
was inclusive and reflective of the needs of
its diverse population;

Whereas Mr. Williams served as Vice
Chairman of the Harlem Arts Alliance, an
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Executive Committee Member of NYC &
Company, Chairman of the President’s Exec-
utive Advisory Board at The City College of
New York, Founding Board Member of the
Apollo Theater, and Executive Board Mem-
ber of the National Jazz Museum in Harlem,
strengthening Harlem’s cultural institutions
and heritage;

Whereas he was also a dedicated mentor,
advisor, and educator, serving as a guest lec-
turer at prestigious institutions such as Co-
lumbia University, Rutgers University, and
Fordham University, sharing his expertise in
urban economics, tourism, business develop-
ment, and public policy;

Whereas Mr. Williams received numerous
awards and honors recognizing his signifi-
cant contributions, including an Honorary
Doctor of Laws Degree from the University
of the West Indies, designation as one of the
“Top 100 Most Influential New Yorkers’” by
the city and State of New York, acknowledg-
ment as one of the ‘“Top 25 Most Influential
Black New Yorkers” by the New York Am-
sterdam News, and recognition as one of the
“Most Influential Black Professionals’” by
the New York Christian Times;

Whereas he was a lifelong member of the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People and the National Action Net-
work, demonstrating his enduring commit-
ment to civil rights, social justice, and com-
munity advocacy;

Whereas Lloyd Ashburn Williams passed
away on August 6, 2025, and is survived by
his wife, Valorie Roberson-Williams, his son
and grandson, and two brothers and a sister;
and

Whereas he leaves behind a profound leg-
acy that transformed Harlem’s economic
landscape, cultural identity, and community
spirit: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes Lloyd
Ashburn Williams’s unparalleled dedication
to fostering economic empowerment, cul-
tural pride, and social equity in Harlem.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 403—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 14,
2025, AS THE “NATIONAL DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE FOR CHARLIE
KIRK”

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CAs-
SIDY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. MORENO, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. SHEEHY, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
HAWLEY, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. DAINES, Mr.
LEE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. MULLIN,
Mrs. Moopy, Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr.
HAGERTY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 403

Whereas Charlie Kirk was a champion of
free speech, civil dialogue, and faith;

Whereas Mr. Kirk consistently promoted
the values of individual liberty, open debate,
the importance of civic engagement, and the
defense of constitutional principles;

Whereas Charlie Kirk was recognized as
one of the leading voices among young lead-
ers in the United States, creating opportuni-
ties for civic education, fostering youth lead-
ership, and promoting principles of liberty
and democracy across the United States;

Whereas Charlie Kirk was the founder and
executive director of Turning Point USA, a
nonprofit organization of thousands of chap-
ters across the United States dedicated to
educating students about the principles of
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freedom, free markets, and limited govern-
ment;

Whereas Charlie Kirk authored multiple
national best-selling books, that engage
readers in critical conversations about
civics, culture, and the future of the United
States;

Whereas, through Mr. Kirk’s writing, pub-
lic speaking, and media presence, Charlie
Kirk reached millions of United States citi-
zens, inspiring the next generation to be-
come active participants in civic life;

Whereas Mr. Kirk’s life’s work has contrib-
uted to strengthening public discourse, de-
fending constitutional principles, and fos-
tering active citizenship; and

Whereas Mr. Kirk’s life work, especially
his efforts to bring these American ideals to
life on college campuses in the United
States, cost him his life by means of an as-
sassin’s bullet on September 10, 2025: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of October 14,
2025, as the ‘‘National Day of Remembrance
for Charlie Kirk’’;

(2) recognizes Charlie Kirk for his con-
tributions to civic education and public serv-
ice; and

(3) encourages educational institutions,
civic organizations, and citizens across the
United States to observe this day with ap-
propriate programs, activities, prayers, and
ceremonies that promote civic engagement
and the principles of faith, liberty, and de-
mocracy that Charlie Kirk championed.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 404—URGING
THE PROTECTION OF MEDICARE
FROM THE DEVASTATING CUTS
CAUSED BY HR. 1

Mr. WHITEHOUSE submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Finance:

S. RES. 404

Whereas the Congressional Budget Office
(referred to in this preamble as ‘“‘CBO’’) has
estimated that the Act entitled ‘““An Act to
provide for reconciliation pursuant to title II
of H. Con. Res. 14", approved July 4, 2025
(Public Law 119-21; 139 Stat. 72) (commonly
known as the ‘“‘One Big Beautiful Bill Act”
and referred to in this preamble as “H.R. 1)
will add $4,100,000,000,000 to the deficit be-
tween 2025 and 2034;

Whereas such an increase to the deficit
will automatically trigger across-the-board
spending cuts, called ‘‘sequestration’, under
the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (42
U.S.C. 931 et seq.) (referred to in this pre-
amble as “‘S-PAYGO”’);

Whereas sequestration will impose indis-
criminate, across-the-board spending cuts to
social safety net programs that millions of
families in the United States rely on;

Whereas the Medicare program established
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.), a critical lifeline for
the people of the United States, is not ex-
empt from sequestration under S-PAYGO;

Whereas CBO has estimated that
$45,000,000,000 will be cut from Medicare by
sequestration in 2026 alone;

Whereas CBO has estimated that a total of
$536,000,000,000 will be cut from Medicare by
sequestration through 2034;

Whereas these Medicare sequestration cuts
compound nearly $1,000,000,000,000 in health
care reductions under H.R. 1, stripping cov-
erage from 15,000,000 people of the Untied
States and further undermining the financial
stability of health care providers;

Whereas more than 67,000,000 people of the
United States relied on Medicare for their
health care coverage in 2024;
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Whereas cuts of this magnitude will jeop-
ardize the financial stability of community
health centers, hospitals, providers, and
many others who rely on Medicare payments
to serve seniors, people with disabilities, and
those with end-stage renal disease;

Whereas Republicans’ partisan bill ex-
panded the national debt by $4,100,000,000,000,
and the Republicans chose not to protect the
people of the United States from these cuts;
and

Whereas the people of the United States
have paid into Medicare throughout their
working lives with the expectation that
their earned benefits will be protected: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate should protect the Medicare
program established under title XVIII of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.)
from devastating cuts caused by the Act en-
titled ‘““An Act to provide for reconciliation
pursuant to title IT of H. Con. Res. 14, ap-
proved July 4, 2025 (Public Law 119-21; 139
Stat. 72) (commonly known as the ‘“‘One Big
Beautiful Bill Act” and referred to in this
resolution as “H.R. 1”);

(2) the Senate should safeguard seniors’
Medicare benefits and essential social serv-
ices that are jeopardized by the cuts trig-
gered by H.R. 1; and

(3) seniors who have paid into Medicare
throughout their working lives should be
protected from reckless, across-the-board
cuts to their health care.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 405—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
RECOGNITION OF SEPTEMBER 22,
2025, TO SEPTEMBER 28, 2025, AS
““ASIAN AMERICAN AND NATIVE
AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER-
SERVING INSTITUTIONS WEEK”

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. MERKLEY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. PADILLA,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. SANDERS, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. DURBIN,
and Ms. SMITH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 405

Whereas the Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-Serving Institu-
tions Program was originally authorized on
September 27, 2007, by the College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act (Public Law 110-84;
121 Stat. 784);

Whereas 2025 marks the 18th anniversary of
the establishment of Asian American and
Native American Pacific Islander-serving in-
stitutions by Congress;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions are
degree-granting postsecondary institutions
that have an undergraduate enrollment of no
less than 10 percent Asian American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander students;

Whereas the purpose of the Asian Amer-
ican and Native American Pacific Islander-
Serving Institutions Program is to improve
the availability and quality of postsecondary
education programs to serve Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
students;

Whereas, since 2007, over 280 colleges and
universities throughout the United States,
including the United States territories in the
Pacific, have been eligible for funding as
Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions;

Whereas, as of 2025, there are 208 funded
and eligible Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-serving institu-
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tions operating in the United States, includ-
ing the United States territories in the Pa-
cific;

Whereas, as of the 2024-2025 academic year,
69 Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions are or
have been funded in the United States, in-
cluding the United States territories in the
Pacific;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions are
of critical importance, as they enroll, sup-
port, and graduate large proportions of Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander college students, the majority of
whom are from families with low incomes
and are first-generation college students;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
comprise only 7.1 percent of all institutions
of higher education, yet enroll 46 percent of
all Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander undergraduate students in
the United States, including the United
States territories in the Pacific;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
employ many Asian American, Native Ha-
waiian, and Pacific Islander faculty, staff,
and administrators;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
award 51 percent of the associate’s degrees
and 44 percent of the bachelor’s degrees at-
tained by all Asian American, Native Hawai-
ian, and Pacific Islander college students in
the United States, including the TUnited
States territories in the Pacific;

Whereas more than one-third of funded
Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions maintain
an Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander enrollment of over 20 per-
cent;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
play a vital role in preserving the diverse
culture, experiences, heritage, and history of
Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders;

Whereas Asian American and Native Amer-
ican Pacific Islander-serving institutions
create culturally relevant academic and co-
curricular programs, research, and services
which increase retention, transfer, and grad-
uation rates, while also enhancing the over-
all educational experiences of Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander
students;

Whereas celebrating the vast contributions
of Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions strength-
ens the culture of the United States; and

Whereas the achievements and goals of
Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions deserve
national recognition: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the achievements and goals
of Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-serving institutions in pro-
viding quality educational opportunities to
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pa-
cific Islander and other students who attend
these institutions;

(2) encourages institutions of higher edu-
cation that are eligible Asian American and
Native American Pacific Islander-serving in-
stitutions to obtain funding and establish
programs to serve the unique needs of Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander students, families, and communities;

(3) recognizes the 18th anniversary of the
establishment of Asian American and Native
American Pacific Islander-serving Institu-
tions Program and expresses support for the
designation of ‘‘Asian American and Native
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American Pacific Islander-Serving Institu-
tions Week’’; and

(4) calls on the people of the United States,
including the United States territories in the
Pacific, and interested groups to observe
‘“Asian American and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-Serving Institutions Week”
with appropriate activities, ceremonies, and
programs to demonstrate support for Asian
American and Native American Pacific Is-
lander-serving institutions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 406—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 30, 2025, AS
“IMPACT AID RECOGNITION
DAY” TO RECOGNIZE AND CELE-
BRATE THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
IMPACT AID PROGRAM

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. CRAPO,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DAINES, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms.
LumMMIs, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. RISCH, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr.
KiM, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED, Mr.
SCHIFF, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 406

Whereas September 30, 2025, marks the 75th
anniversary of the date on which President
Harry S. Truman signed the Act of Sep-
tember 30, 1950 (commonly known as the
“Impact Aid Act’) (64 Stat. 1100; chapter
1124), which established the Impact Aid pro-
gram;

Whereas the community served by the Im-
pact Aid program considers the Impact Aid
program to be the ‘‘original’” Federal ele-
mentary and secondary education program;

Whereas the Impact Aid program is admin-
istered by the Secretary of Education;

Whereas the Impact Aid program reim-
burses local educational agencies for the loss
of revenue and other costs associated with
the presence of tax-exempt Federal property
within the boundaries of those local edu-
cational agencies;

Whereas payments under the Impact Aid
program are dispersed directly to local edu-
cational agencies, which allocate those pay-
ments based on local context and needs to
provide a quality education to the students
served by those local educational agencies;

Whereas, in 2025, more than 600,000 chil-
dren, including children of individuals in the
uniformed services (as defined in section 101
of title 37, United States Code), children re-
siding on Indian lands, children in low-rent
public housing, and children of civilians
working or living on Federal land, are ‘‘fed-
erally connected children’ who are served by
local educational agencies that are eligible
for basic support payments under the Impact
Aid program;

Whereas, in 2025, there are 4,700,000 acres of
federally owned land within the boundaries
of local educational agencies for which those
local educational agencies are eligible to re-
ceive Federal property payments under the
Impact Aid program;

Whereas, in fiscal year 2025, $1,625,151,000
will be provided under the Impact Aid pro-
gram to approximately 1,100 local edu-
cational agencies that together enroll more
than 8,000,000 students;

Whereas, in 1965, Congress passed the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), which amended
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the Act of September 30, 1950 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Impact Aid Act’) (64 Stat.
1100; chapter 1124);

Whereas, in 1994, Congress passed the Im-
proving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Pub-
lic Law 103-382; 108 Stat. 3518), which re-
pealed the Act of September 30, 1950 (com-
monly known as the ‘“Impact Aid Act’) (64
Stat. 1100; chapter 1124), and codified the Im-
pact Aid program in the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6301 et seq.);

Whereas Congress has continued to dem-
onstrate support for the Impact Aid program
by reauthorizing that program 16 times be-
tween 1950 and 2020;

Whereas, to formalize and energize the
broad, bipartisan support for the Impact Aid
program, the Senate Impact Aid Coalition
was established in 1996, the House Impact
Aid Coalition was established in 1995, and the
2 coalitions were reorganized into the Con-
gressional Impact Aid Caucus in 2025; and

Whereas the Federal obligation on which
the Impact Aid program is based is the same
in September 2025 as it was when the Impact
Aid program was established 75 years before,
in September 1950: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 30, 2025, as ‘‘Im-
pact Aid Recognition Day’’ to recognize the
75th anniversary of the establishment of the
Impact Aid program; and

(2) recognizes the importance of—

(A) the Impact Aid program under title VII
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.); and

(B) the objective of that program to ensure
that all children educated in Federally im-
pacted school districts receive a high-quality
education and have access to the opportuni-
ties needed to reach their full potential.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 407—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE COMMENTS
MADE BY FEDERAL COMMUNICA-
TIONS COMMISSION CHAIRMAN
BRENDAN CARR ON WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025, THREAT-
ENING TO PENALIZE ABC AND
DISNEY FOR THE POLITICAL
COMMENTARY OF ABC LATE
NIGHT HOST JIMMY KIMMEL
WERE DANGEROUS AND UNCON-
STITUTIONAL

Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation:

S. RES. 407

Whereas the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States provides that
““Congress shall make no law. . .abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press,” pro-
tections that extend to political speech and
commentary, even when controversial or of-
fensive;

Whereas the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) is charged with over-
seeing the public airwaves in a manner con-
sistent with the Constitution and does not
have authority to censor programming or
punish broadcasters for their editorial deci-
sions;

Whereas, on September 17, 2025, Chairman
Brendan Carr publicly threatened ABC and
its parent company, Disney, and its affili-
ates, over a monologue delivered by come-
dian Jimmy Kimmel, stating that ‘“‘we can
do this the easy way or the hard way,” in
clear reference to the FCC’s regulatory
power;
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Whereas, following these comments, ABC’s
largest affiliate group announced it would
preempt Mr. Kimmel’s programming, and
shortly thereafter, ABC and Disney sus-
pended Mr. Kimmel, demonstrating the coer-
cive effect of Chairman Carr’s unconstitu-
tional threats and the chilling impact on
free expression in broadcasting;

Whereas, in Mr. Carr’s role as chairman,
Carr has repeatedly claimed in public state-
ments and past social media posts to support
the First Amendment and defend free speech,
including the following statements:

(1) “This is nothing more than a brazen at-
tempt by government officials to silence po-
litical speech they don’t like.”’.

(2) “From Internet memes to late-night co-
medians, from cartoons to the plays and
poems as old as organized government
itself—Political Satire circumvents tradi-
tional gatekeepers and helps hold those in
power accountable. Not surprising that it’s
long been targeted for censorship.”.

(3) “Free speech is not a threat to democ-
racy—censorship is.”’; and

Whereas, by using his official position to
pressure private broadcasters over their pro-
tected commentary, Chairman Carr has be-
trayed the trust of his office, abused the
power of his position, undermined the inde-
pendence of the press, and violated the con-
stitutional principles he is sworn to uphold:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns Chairman Brendan Carr for
abusing his position as a Federal regulator
to threaten Disney and ABC over constitu-
tionally protected speech;

(2) affirms the importance of the First
Amendment and the independence of broad-
casters and journalists from government co-
ercion; and

(3) calls upon Chairman Carr to imme-
diately retract his threats and recommit
himself to respecting the constitutional lim-
itations on his office.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 408—RECOG-
NIZING SEPTEMBER 20, 2025, AS

“NATIONAL LGBTQ+
SERVICEMEMBERS AND VET-
ERANS DAY”

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.

FETTERMAN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. LUJAN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs:
S. RES. 408

Whereas lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (referred to in this
preamble as “‘LGBTQ+’) servicemembers
and veterans have honorably served in the
Armed Forces in every war to which the
United States was a party, beginning with
the Revolutionary War;

Whereas LGBTQ+ servicemembers and vet-
erans have served in the Armed Forces de-
spite discriminatory policies based on who
they love or how they identify;

Whereas, on April 27, 1953, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed Executive
Order 10450 (18 Fed. Reg. 2489; relating to se-
curity requirements for Government employ-
ment), which declared ‘‘sexual perversion’
and ‘‘treatment for serious mental or neuro-
logical disorders” to be security risks and
grounds for denying Federal employment;

Whereas Executive Order 10450, eventually
repealed by President Barack Obama in 2017,
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contributed to the “Lavender Scare’ of the
1950s by banning gay and lesbian people from
working in the Government, including in the
Armed Forces, and was similarly applied to
transgender people as early as 1960;

Whereas, beginning in 1963, Army medical
standards disqualified people with ‘‘behav-
ioral disorders’, which was defined to in-
clude transgender people, from service in the
Army;

Whereas, for 30 years, beginning in the
mid-1980s, Department of Defense regula-
tions declared transgender people to be both
physically and mentally disordered and ab-
normal and continued to disqualify
transgender people from military service;

Whereas, in 1982, the Department of De-
fense implemented a policy stating that ‘“‘ho-
mosexuality is incompatible with military
service’’, and between 1980 and 1990, an aver-
age of 1,600 military servicemembers were
discharged every year on the basis of their
sexual orientation;

Whereas, in 1993, as part of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1994 (Public Law 103-160; 107 Stat. 1547), Con-
gress enacted the ‘“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
policy, which declared that the presence of
gay, lesbian, and bisexual people in the
Armed Forces was an ‘‘unacceptable risk’ to
morale, good order, discipline, and unit cohe-
sion, and required the Armed Forces to dis-
charge servicemembers who—

(1) engaged in, attempted to engage in, or
solicited ‘‘homosexual acts’’;

(2) stated that they were homosexual or bi-
sexual; or

(3) married or attempted to marry a same-
sex partner;

Whereas the Department of Defense has ac-
knowledged that 13,472 personnel were dis-
charged from the Armed Forces under the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, and an addi-
tional 19,365 personnel were discharged be-
tween 1980 and 1993 under similar policies
that targeted servicemembers based on sex-
ual orientation;

Whereas the White House estimates that
more than 100,000 servicemembers have been
discharged from the Armed Forces for their
sexual orientation or gender identity;

Whereas, on September 20, 2011, the ‘“Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was officially re-
pealed, 60 days after President Barack
Obama approved its repeal on July 22, 2011,
by signing the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal
Act of 2010 (10 U.S.C. 654 note; Public Law
111-321);

Whereas, on June 30, 2016, the Department
of Defense announced an end to the ban on
transgender servicemembers across all com-
ponents of the Department of Defense;

Whereas, on July 26, 2017, President Donald
J. Trump announced that transgender people
would not be allowed to serve in the mili-
tary;

Whereas, on January 25, 2021, President Jo-
seph R. Biden signed Executive Order 14004
(86 Fed. Reg. 7471; relating to enabling all
qualified Americans to serve their country in
uniform), which repealed the 2017 ban on
transgender military servicemembers;

Whereas the Department of Defense and
the Department of Veterans Affairs have
taken steps to address the harms done to
LGBTQ+ servicemembers and veterans under
these discriminatory policies;

Whereas, in March 2021, the Secretary of
Defense announced new policies to undo the

President Trump-era rules banning
transgender people from serving in the mili-
tary;

Whereas those policies included a state-
ment that the Defense Health Agency would
develop clinical practice guidelines to sup-
port the medical treatment of
servicemembers with gender dysphoria, a
step that has not yet been completed;
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Whereas, on June 19, 2021, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs announced that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs would remove the
exclusion of gender-affirming surgery from
the Veterans Affairs Medical Benefits pack-
age, but the Department of Veterans Affairs
has yet to fulfill that promise;

Whereas, on September 20, 2021, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs issued the ‘‘Bene-
fits Eligibility for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ+) Former
Service Members (VIEWS 5810856)° memo-
randum detailing how certain former
servicemembers discharged under the ‘“‘Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy with ‘‘other than
honorable” discharges could begin to access
full veterans benefits;

Whereas, on September 20, 2023, the Deputy
Secretary of Defense announced that the De-
partment of Defense would proactively re-
view the military records of certain veterans
discharged under the “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” policy to identify those who may be el-
igible for discharge upgrades;

Whereas, on April 25, 2024, the Department
of Veterans Affairs posted a final rule elimi-
nating the regulatory bar for ‘‘homosexual
acts involving aggravating circumstances or
other factors affecting the performance of
duty’’ as an obstacle to benefits, which could
help reduce the disparity that LGBTQ+ vet-
erans face in applying for their benefits;

Whereas, on June 26, 2024, President Joseph
R. Biden pardoned veterans who had been
convicted in military courts for consensual
sodomy between 1951 and 2013 under former
article 125 of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice;

Whereas, on January 27, 2025, President
Donald J. Trump signed Executive Order
14183 (90 Fed. Reg. 8757; relating to
prioritizing military excellence and readi-
ness), which reinstated the ban on
transgender servicemembers and directed
the Department of Defense to end its usage
of pronouns and prevent transgender people
from using facilities that align with their
gender identity;

Whereas, on February 7, 2025, the Secretary
of Defense issued a memorandum halting all
gender-affirming medical procedures for
servicemembers;

Whereas, on February 26, 2025, the Depart-
ment of Defense announced that transgender
and nonbinary servicemembers are ‘‘no
longer eligible for military service” and
“will be processed for separation from mili-
tary service’’;

Whereas, on March 17, 2025, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs announced that it
will no longer offer gender-affirming hor-
mone therapy to veterans who were not al-
ready receiving such care; and

Whereas challenges still exist for LGBTQ+
servicemembers and veterans seeking equi-
table treatment in service and access to ben-
efits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes September 20, 2025, as ‘‘Na-
tional LGBTQ+ Servicemembers and Vet-
erans Day’’;

(2) celebrates the contributions of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (re-
ferred to in this resolution as “LGBTQ+)
servicemembers and veterans who have
served in the Armed Forces;

(3) regrets the harm done to LGBTQ+
servicemembers and veterans under the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy and earlier
policies, bans on transgender
servicemembers, and other policies that dis-
criminate based on sexual orientation and
gender identity;

(4) recognizes how ‘‘other than honorable”
and ‘‘dishonorable’” discharges given to
LGBTQ+ servicemembers on the basis of sex-
ual orientation and gender identity—
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(A) prematurely terminated the careers of
LGBTQ+ servicemembers in the Armed
Forces;

(B) subjected LGBTQ+ servicemembers to
the trauma of investigations and criminal
charges;

©) unfairly denied LGBTQ+
servicemembers the honor associated with
military service;

(D) deprived LGBTQ+ servicemembers of
benefits those servicemembers have earned
and deserve as veterans; and

(BE) continue to cause
servicemembers dignitary harm;

(5) urges the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Department of Defense—

(A) to implement policy changes that re-
store justice and right wrongs caused by past
and present government-sponsored discrimi-
nation; and

(B) to conduct further outreach to
LGBTQ+ service member and veteran com-
munities to ensure that those discharged
based on their sexual orientation and gender
identity can receive their benefits;

(6) urges the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Department of Defense to en-
sure that transgender veterans and
servicemembers and their families have ac-
cess to the full range of health care, includ-
ing gender-affirming care; and

(7) urges the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to remove the exclusion of gender-af-
firming surgery from the Veterans Affairs
Medical Benefits Package.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 409—RECOG-
NIZING THE 74TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SIGNING OF THE MU-
TUAL DEFENSE TREATY BE-
TWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND THE PHILIPPINES AND THE
STRONG BILATERAL SECURITY
ALLIANCE BETWEEN OUR TWO
NATIONS IN THE WAKE OF ESCA-
LATING AGGRESSION AND PO-
LITICAL LAWFARE BY THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN
THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

LGBTQ+

Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mr.
CooNs, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
ScorT of Florida, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.

CRUZ, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BUDD, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr.
BENNET) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 409

Whereas the United States and the Phil-
ippines have maintained diplomatic rela-
tions for 79 years, founded on the basis of
deeply interconnected strategic and eco-
nomic interests and close bonds between our
two populations;

Whereas the United States-Philippines
partnership was forged in blood, as more
than 20,000 Americans and hundreds of thou-
sands of Filipinos were Kkilled during the
Philippines campaigns during World War II;

Whereas, following the Japanese invasion
and occupation of the Philippines from 1941
to 1945, the former United States common-
wealth secured its official independence on
July 4, 1946;

Whereas, in March 1947, the United States
and the Philippines signed a Military Bases
Agreement;

Whereas, on August 30, 1951, the United
States and the Philippines signed a Mutual
Defense Treaty;

Whereas the Mutual Defense Treaty makes
clear the United States-Philippine collective
intent to resolve international disputes

S6739

peacefully, undertake separate and joint de-
velopment of the capacity to resist attack,
and consult with one another when the terri-
torial integrity, political independence, or
security of the United States or the Phil-
ippines is under threat of external armed at-
tack in the Pacific;

Whereas the Mutual Defense Treaty is the
foundation of our security alliance and all
other enabling defense agreements between
the United States and the Philippines, in-
cluding the Enhanced Defense Cooperation
Agreement;

Whereas the Enhanced Defense Coopera-
tion Agreement allows for a strengthened
United States military presence in the Phil-
ippines to increase bilateral cooperation and
interoperability and to provide training to
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, with in-
creased rotation of United States military
personnel and assistance devoted to
strengthening the territorial defense and hu-
manitarian and maritime operations of the
Philippines;

Whereas, in February 2023, the United
States and the Philippines committed to des-
ignating four additional locations under the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement,
increasing the total from five to nine;

Whereas those locations have strategic
value for the United States and the Phil-
ippines, increase confidence in the alliance,
and provide real opportunities for oper-
ational cooperation to advance shared secu-
rity priorities;

Whereas the Mutual Defense Treaty serves
as a deterrent against the increasing terri-
torial aggression by the People’s Republic of
China in the South China Sea;

Whereas, in 2009, the People’s Republic of
China began unlawfully extending its terri-
torial and sovereignty claims in the South
China Sea under its ‘‘nine-dash line’” con-
struct, violating the territorial rights and
internationally recognized exclusive eco-
nomic zones of the Philippines, Brunei, Ma-
laysia, and Vietnam;

Whereas, since 2014, the People’s Republic
of China has substantially expanded its abil-
ity to monitor and project power throughout
the South China Sea via the construction of
militarized artificial islands;

Whereas, on September 25, 2015, at the
White House, President of the People’s Re-
public of China Xi Jinping stated that
‘“China does not intend to pursue militariza-
tion” of the Spratly Islands and China’s out-
posts would not ‘‘target or impact any coun-
try’’;

Whereas, on July 12, 2016, the arbitral tri-
bunal constituted under Annex VII to the
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea unanimously decided to invalidate
the People’s Republic of China’s claim to
nearly 90 percent of the South China Sea, in-
cluding areas determined by the tribunal to
be part of the Philippines’ exclusive eco-
nomic zone and continental shelf;

Whereas, despite the decision being final
and legally binding, the People’s Republic of
China, which refused to participate in the ar-
bitration, has continued to reject and fur-
ther violate the decision;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
employed a variety of assertive and aggres-
sive tactics against the Philippines, includ-
ing through its coast guard, research vessels,
and commercial maritime vessels, to coerce
and enforce its arbitrary and unlawful terri-
torial claims in the South China Sea, such as
by ramming, shadowing, blocking, encir-
cling, firing water cannons at, and using
military-grade lasers against Philippine ci-
vilian ships and military vessels;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
repeatedly denied the Philippines from law-
fully delivering humanitarian supplies to
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members of the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines stationed at the BRP Sierra Madre at
Second Thomas Shoal;

Whereas, on June 17, 2024, coast guard sail-
ors from the People’s Republic of China
brandished knives and other weapons in a
clash with Philippine naval vessels attempt-
ing to resupply marines on Second Thomas
Shoal, resulting in a severe injury to a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the Philippines;

Whereas, on August 27, 2024, the Com-
mander of the United States Indo-Pacific
Command, Admiral Samuel Paparo, said the
United States military is open to consulta-
tions with the Philippines about escorting
Philippine ships delivering food and other
supplies to the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines in the South China Sea;

Whereas, on December 4, 2024, Chinese
Coast Guard and PLA Navy vessels con-
ducted dangerous maneuvers near Scar-
borough Shoal, deploying water cannons
against Philippine Coast Guard vessels;

Whereas, on February 18, 2025, a Chinese
PLA Navy helicopter flew as close as 3 me-
ters above a Philippine aircraft conducting a
routine flight over Scarborough Shoal;

Whereas in March 2025, Secretary of De-
fense Pete Hegseth visited the Philippines
for his first trip to an Indo-Pacific partner,
and committed to deploy additional ad-
vanced military capabilities to the Phil-
ippines, conduct bilateral training between
both nations for high-end operations,
prioritize bilateral defense industrial co-
operation, and launch a bilateral cyber cam-
paign;

Whereas, in April 2025, the Chinese Coast
Guard temporarily deployed on Sandy Cay,
an unoccupied reef located two miles from
Manila’s largest outpost in the South China
Sea, and placed a Chinese flag, indicating an
intention to annex, expand, and possibly
militarize the feature;

Whereas, in May 2025, the United States
and the Philippines conducted Exercise
Balikatan 2025, the largest-ever iteration in
its 40-year history that included participa-
tion by more than 14,000 U.S., Filipino, Aus-
tralian, and Japanese service members as
well as the first deployment of the Navy-Ma-
rine Expeditionary Ship Interdiction System
(NMESIS);

Whereas, on August 11, 2025, a China Coast
Guard vessel executed a dangerous maneuver
and collided with a Chinese Navy vessel as it
was harassing a Philippine Coast Guard ves-
sel conducting a humanitarian mission with-
in the Philippines’ exclusive economic zone
at Scarborough Shoal; and

Whereas August 30, 2025, marked the 74th
anniversary of the signing of the Mutual De-
fense Treaty between the United States and
the Philippines: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates the 74th anniversary of the
signing of the Mutual Defense Treaty be-
tween the United States and the Philippines
and the longstanding alliance between our
two nations;

(2) appreciates the trust of the Philippine
people in the bilateral alliance and their sup-
port for increased defense cooperation and
United States military presence in the Phil-
ippines;

(3) acknowledges the determination of the
people and the Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines to resist coercion by the People’s Re-
public of China;

(4) condemns the People’s Republic of Chi-
na’s unprovoked aggression and political
lawfare in the South China Sea to enforce its
unlawful territorial and sovereignty claims;

(5) rejects the People’s Republic of China’s
coercive and destabilizing plans to establish
a so-called ‘‘national nature reserve” at
Scarborough Reef;
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(6) reaffirms that Article IV of the Mutual
Defense Treaty extends to armed attacks on
the Armed Forces, public vessels, or aircraft
of the Philippines, including the Philippine
Coast Guard, anywhere in the South China
Sea;

(7) considers aggression by the People’s Re-
public of China in the Philippines’ inter-
nationally recognized exclusive economic
zone to be a direct assault on its sovereignty
and territorial integrity;

(8) urges the President to continue to take
appropriate and necessary actions in re-
sponse to escalatory behavior of the People’s
Republic of China in order to restore deter-
rence and help the Philippines defend itself;

(9) supports the unwavering commitment
of the United States to deepening security
cooperation with the Philippines, including
advancing Philippine defense modernization
and enhancing interoperability through mili-
tary exercises, training, joint patrols, and
increased information sharing;

(10) supports other nations growing their
political and security partnerships with the
Philippines;

(11) commits to advance cooperation
among the United States, the Philippines,
Japan, South Korea, and Australia; and

(12) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to the right to freedom of
navigation and overflight, respecting mari-
time rights under international law, and en-
suring a free and open Indo-Pacific.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 410—CALL-
ING ON THE PRESIDENT TO REC-
OGNIZE A DEMILITARIZED
STATE OF PALESTINE, AS CON-
SISTENT WITH INTERNATIONAL
LAW AND THE PRINCIPLES OF A
TWO-STATE SOLUTION, ALONG-
SIDE A SECURE STATE OF
ISRAEL

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. SANDERS, Mr.
KAINE, Ms. SMITH, Ms. BALDWIN, and
Ms. HIRONO) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 410

Whereas, in 1947, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly passed Resolution 181, calling
for the partition of Palestine into two states,
one Arab and one Jewish, with international
recognition;

Whereas, in 1967, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council passed Resolution 242, estab-
lishing the concept of ‘‘land for peace’’;

Whereas, in 1988, the Palestine National
Council formally declared the establishment
of the State of Palestine, which the United
Nations General Assembly acknowledged in
subsequent resolutions;

Whereas, in 2012, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly voted to grant Palestine non-
member observer state status based on pre-
1967 borders;

Whereas over 140 of the 193 United Nations
member states currently recognize Pales-
tinian statehood, including major United
States allies;

Whereas administrations of both political
parties in the United States have long af-
firmed that a negotiated two-state solution
is the only viable path to an enduring peace
in the region;

Whereas acts of terrorism and violence by
Hamas and other terrorist groups, as well as
their rejection of the State of Israel as a na-
tional homeland for the Jewish people, ob-
struct prospects for peace and security for
both Israelis and Palestinians;

Whereas the holding of free, fair, and inclu-
sive Palestinian elections is essential for re-
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newing legitimacy, national unity, and pav-
ing the way for meaningful negotiations to-
ward an enduring two-state solution;

Whereas actions and policies by the Gov-
ernment of Israel rejecting a two-state solu-
tion, including the July 2024 vote in the
Knesset declaring opposition to Palestinian
statehood, intentional expansion of settle-
ments in the West Bank, proposals of annex-
ation, and the deepening of the occupation,
further undermine prospects for peace and
regional security;

Whereas key Arab countries in the Middle
East, most notably the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, have expressed a willingness to nor-
malize diplomatic and economic relations
with the State of Israel if there is a clear and
irreversible pathway towards Palestinian
statehood;

Whereas the July 29, 2025, New York Dec-
laration led by France and Saudi Arabia
along with a number of key Arab and Euro-
pean countries condemned the October T,
2023, attacks by Hamas, insisted that Hamas
must not govern Gaza after the war, and re-
affirmed their commitment to the recogni-
tion of a Palestinian state;

Whereas, in an August 30, 2025 letter, Pal-
estinian Vice President Hussein al-Sheikh
wrote to Secretary of State Rubio that the
Palestinian Authority (PA) is ‘“‘committed to
peace, non-violence, and the principle of one
authority, one government, one law, and one
legitimate security force, and confirmed PA
commitment for a demilitarized state’’; and

Whereas failure to advance a two-state so-
lution risks entrenching an unacceptable
permanent occupation, further destabilizing
the region, and undermining United States
interests and values: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the President to recognize a de-
militarized State of Palestine, as consistent
with international law and the principles of
a two-state solution, alongside a secure
State of Israel;

(2) reaffirms that a two-state solution,
with Israel and Palestine living side by side
in mutual recognition and dignity, must pro-
vide for Israel’s security and the Palestinian
people’s right to self-determination;

(3) urges the Palestinian Authority to fol-
low through on commitments it has made to
European partners as part of the recognition
process, hold elections in 2026 and continue
implementing key reforms to ensure there is
democratic legitimacy in securing self-deter-
mination for the Palestinian people;

(4) recognizes that the current trajectory
of settlement expansion, annexation, rejec-
tion of Palestinian statehood, and ongoing
violence and acts of terrorism is incompat-
ible with peace and must end;

(5) believes there is a historic opportunity
to simultaneously pursue a resolution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and a comprehen-
sive regional peace between Israel and all of
its Arab neighbors, unlocking the potential
for a more secure and prosperous Middle
East;

(6) calls on Hamas to end its campaign of
terrorism, lay down its arms, and provide for
the unconditional release of all hostages, and
also calls on Israel to take immediate steps
to end the war in Gaza and surge humani-
tarian aid into the territory; and

(7) calls upon Israeli and Palestinian lead-
ers, together with the Arab world and inter-
national community, to begin working on
post-conflict security, governance, and re-
construction that leads to a comprehensive
peace agreement with Israel at peace with
all of its neighbors, including the State of
Palestine.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  411—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 22
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 26, 2025,
AS “NATIONAL HAZING AWARE-
NESS WEEK”

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr.
CASSIDY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. RES. 411

Whereas hazing is any intentional, know-
ing, or reckless act committed by a person,
whether individually or in concert with
other persons, against another person re-
gardless of the willingness of that person to
participate, that—

(1) is committed in the course of an initi-
ation into, an affiliation with, or the mainte-
nance of membership in a student organiza-
tion; and

(2) causes or creates a risk, above the rea-
sonable risk encountered in the course of
participation in the institution of higher
education or the organization (such as the
physical preparation necessary for participa-
tion in an athletic team), of physical or psy-
chological injury;

Whereas 55 percent of college students in-
volved in extracurricular clubs, athletic
teams, and organizations reported experi-
encing hazing;

Whereas a hazing prevention policy is vital
to help shape expectations for safe campus
communities where healthy group behaviors,
ethical leadership, and feelings of positive
well-being and belonging are fostered;

Whereas the Stop Campus Hazing Act
(Public Law 118-173; 138 Stat. 2597) was
signed into law in December 2024 to enhance
hazing prevention efforts on college cam-
puses by requiring institutions of higher edu-
cation to include hazing incidents in their
annual security reports, provide hazing pre-
vention education, and report findings of re-
sponsibility for campus hazing policy viola-
tions in a Campus Hazing Transparency Re-
port, thereby ensuring greater transparency
and accountability in addressing hazing na-
tionwide;

Whereas it is recommended that hazing
prevention education is broad and includes
students, campus staff, administrators, fac-
ulty, alumni, and beyond;

Whereas hundreds of students have died as
a result of collegiate hazing, including Kris-
tin High on September 9, 2002, Kenitha Saafir
on September 9, 2002, Clay Warren on Sep-
tember 21, in 2002, Lynn Gordon ‘‘Gordie”’
Bailey, Jr., on September 17, 2004, Matthew
Carrington on February 2, 2005, Gary Louis
DeVercelly, Jr. on March 30, 2007, Brett Grif-
fin on November 8, 2008, Harrison Kowiak on
November 18, 2008, Michael Anthony
Smallwood Starks on November 21, 2008, Car-
son Leonard Starkey on December 2, 2008,
George Desdunes on February 25, 2011, Rob-
ert Darnell Champion on November 19, 2011,
Robert Eugene Tipton Jr. on March 26, 2012,
David R. Bogenberger on November 2, 2012,
Marvell Edmonson on April 20, 2013, Jauwan
M. Holmes on April 20, 2013, Marquise
Braham on March 14, 2014, Dalton Debrick on
August 24, 2014, Tucker W. Hipps on Sep-
tember 22, 2014, Nolan Michael Burch on No-
vember 14, 2014, Timothy J. Piazza on Feb-
ruary 4, 2017, Maxwell ‘“Max” Raymond
Gruver on September 14, 2017, Andrew Coffey
on November 3, 2017, Alexander Levi Rainey
Beletsis on June 20, 2018, Nicholas ‘‘Nicky”
Antonio Cumberland on October 30, 2018,
Collin Wiant on November 12, 2018, Noah
Caleb Domingo on January 12, 2019, Bea Cas-
tro on March 17, 2019, Justin King on Sep-
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tember 14, 2019, Antonio ‘‘Anthony’’ Tsialas
on October 24, 2019, Samuel ‘“Sam’ Martinez
on November 12, 2019, Adam Jeffrey Oakes on
February 27, 2021, Stone Justin Foltz on
March 7, 2021, Lofton Hazelwood on October
18, 2021, Phat Anh Nguyen on November 20,
2021, Luke Tyler on January 22, 2023, and
Caleb Wilson on February 27, 2025;

Whereas students have suffered severe,
life-altering injuries as a result of collegiate
hazing, including Danny Santulli on October
19, 2021; and

Whereas hazing has a lasting, harmful, and
deadly impact, and preventing hazing must
be prioritized: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
September 22 through September 26, 2025, as
‘“‘National Hazing Awareness Week’’;

(2) acknowledges hazing prevention is not
limited to a single week of awareness but is
an ongoing commitment; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Hazing Awareness
Week through promoting hazing awareness
and prevention.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 412—AU-
THORIZING THE EN BLOC CON-
SIDERATION IN EXECUTIVE SES-
SION OF CERTAIN NOMINATIONS
ON THE EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. THUNE submitted the following
resolution; which was placed on the ex-
ecutive calendar:

S. RES. 412

Resolved, That it shall be in order to move
to proceed to the en bloc consideration of the
following nominations on the Executive Cal-
endar:

(1) Calendar Number 62: Paul Atkins, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Securities
and Exchange Commission for a term expir-
ing June 5, 2031 (Reappointment).

(2) Calendar Number 86: James Baehr, of
Louisiana, to be General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

(3) Calendar Number 92: Patrick David
Davis, of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attor-
ney General.

(4) Calendar Number 126: Leah Campos, of
Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Dominican Republic.

(5) Calendar Number 127: Brandon Judd, of
Idaho, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Chile.

(6) Calendar Number 128: Joseph Popolo, of
Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

(7) Calendar Number 143: Catherine Jereza,
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Energy (Electricity).

(8) Calendar Number 155: Ned Mamula, of
Pennsylvania, to be Director of the United
States Geological Survey.

(9) Calendar Number 158: David Fink, of
New Hampshire, to be Administrator of the
Federal Railroad Administration.

(10) Calendar Number 159: Pierre Gentin, of
New York, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Commerce.

(11) Calendar Number 160: David Fogel, of
Connecticut, to be Assistant Secretary of
Commerce and Director General of the
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice.

(12) Calendar Number 163: Devon Westhill,
of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Agriculture.

(13) Calendar Number 164: Kirsten Baesler,
of North Dakota, to be Assistant Secretary
for Elementary and Secondary Education,
Department of Education.
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(14) Calendar Number 168: Wayne Palmer,
of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of
Labor for Mine Safety and Health.

(15) Calendar Number 169: Julie Hocker, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor.

(16) Calendar Number 170: Marco
Rajkovich, Jr., of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Re-
view Commission for a term of 6 years expir-
ing August 30, 2030 (Reappointment)

(17) Calendar Number 178: John Busterud,
of California, to be Assistant Administrator,
Office of Solid Waste, Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

(18) Calendar Number 181: Stanley Wood-
ward, Jr., of the District of Columbia, to be
Associate Attorney General.

(19) Calendar Number 196: Janet Dhillon, of
Virginia, to be Director of the Pension Ben-
efit Guaranty Corporation for a term of 5
years.

(20) Calendar Number 252: David Keeling, of
Kentucky, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Labor.

(21) Calendar Number 253: Kimberly
Richey, of Texas, to be Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, Department of Education.

(22) Calendar Number 255: Jonathan Berry,
of Maryland, to be Solicitor for the Depart-
ment of Labor.

(23) Calendar Number 256: Andrew Rogers,
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the Wage
and Hour Division, Department of Labor.

(24) Calendar Number 265: Marc Andersen,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Army.

(25) Calendar Number 268: James Woodruff
II, of Florida, to be a Member of the Merit
Systems Protection Board for the term of 7
years expiring March 1, 2032.

(26) Calendar Number 270: Kevin Rhodes, of
Florida, to be Administrator for Federal Pro-
curement Policy.

(27) Calendar Number 272: Usha-Maria Tur-
ner, of Oklahoma, to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

(28) Calendar Number 275: Hung Cao, of
Virginia, to be Under Secretary of the Navy.

(29) Calendar Number 284: John Dever, of
Illinois, to be General Counsel of the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence.

(30) Calendar Number 299: Joseph Barloon,
of Maryland, to be a Deputy United States
Trade Representative (Geneva Office), with
the rank of Ambassador.

(31) Calendar Number 300: Brian Morrissey,
Jr., of Virginia, to be General Counsel for
the Department of the Treasury.

(32) Calendar Number 304: Craig Trainor, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development.

(33) Calendar Number 306: Francis Brooke,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury.

(34) Calendar Number 307: David Peters, of
Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Commerce.

(35) Calendar Number 310: Mary Riley, of
the District of Columbia, to be Assistant
Secretary for Legislation and Congressional
Affairs, Department of Education.

(36) Calendar Number 311: Brian Christine,
of Alabama, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Health and Human Services.

(37) Calendar Number 312: Jonathan Snare,
of Virginia, to be a Member of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion for a term expiring April 27, 2029.

(38) Calendar Number 313: David Brian
Castillo, of Washington, to be Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Department of Labor.

(39) Calendar Number 314: David Barker, of
Iowa, to be Assistant Secretary for Postsec-
ondary Education, Department of Education.

(40) Calendar Number 315: Brittany
Panuccio, of Florida, to be a Member of the
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Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
for a term expiring July 1, 2029.

(41) Calendar Number 323: Michael Boren,
of Idaho, to be Under Secretary of Agri-
culture for Natural Resources and Environ-
ment.

(42) Calendar Number 341: Audrey Robert-
son, of Colorado, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy (Energy Efficiency and Re-
newable Energy).

(43) Calendar Number 342: Lanny Erdos, of
Ohio, to be Director of the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement.

(44) Calendar Number 345: Taylor Jordan,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce.

(45) Calendar Number 347: Derek Barrs, of
Florida, to be Administrator of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.

(46) Calendar Number 348: Michael Ruther-
ford, of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Transportation (New Position).

(47) Calendar Number 349: Gregory Zerzan,
of Texas, to be General Counsel of the De-
partment of Transportation.

(48) Calendar Number 355: Christopher Fox,
of Virginia, to be Inspector General of the
Intelligence Community, Office of the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence.

(49) Calendar Number 357: Alex Adams, of
Idaho, to be Assistant Secretary for Family
Support, Department of Health and Human
Services.

(60) Calendar Number 358: Jonathan
McKernan, of Tennessee, to be an Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

(61) Calendar Number 359: Macon Hughes,
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of De-
fense.

(52) Calendar Number 360: Philip Weinberg,
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
the Air Force.

(63) Calendar Number 361: Timothy John
Walsh, of Colorado, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Energy (Environmental Manage-
ment).

(564) Calendar Number 363: Gustav Chiarello
III, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary
of Health and Human Services.

(65) Calendar Number 364: Michael Stuart,
of West Virginia, to be General Counsel of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

(56) Calendar Number 367: William
Kirkland, of Georgia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior.

(67) Calendar Number 368: Laura Swett, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission for a term ex-
piring June 30, 2030.

(68) Calendar Number 369: David LaCerte,
of Louisiana, to be a Member of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission for the re-
mainder of the term expiring June 30, 2026.

(59) Calendar Number 374: Arch Capito, of
West Virginia, to be United States Attorney
for the Southern District of West Virginia
for the term of 4 years.

(60) Calendar Number 375: David Dunavant,
of Tennessee, to be United States Attorney
for the Western District of Tennessee for the
term of 4 years.

(61) Calendar Number 376: Matthew Harvey,
of West Virginia, to be United States Attor-
ney for the Northern District of West Vir-
ginia for the term of 4 years.

(62) Calendar Number 377: John Heekin, of
Florida, to be United States Attorney for the
Northern District of Florida for the term of
4 years.

(63) Calendar Number 378: Leif Olson, of
Iowa, to be United States Attorney for the
Northern District of Iowa for the term of 4
years.

(64) Calendar Number 379: Adam Sleeper, of
the Virgin Islands, to be United States At-
torney for the District of the Virgin Islands
for the term of 4 years.
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(65) Calendar Number 380: David Toepfer, of
Ohio, to be United States Attorney for the
Northern District of Ohio for the term of 4
years.

(66) Calendar Number 381: Kurt Alme, of
Montana, to be United States Attorney for
the District of Montana, for the term of 4
years.

(67) Calendar Number 382: Nicholas Chase,
of North Dakota, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of North Dakota for the
term of 4 years.

(68) Calendar Number 383: Bart McKay
Davis, of Idaho, to be United States Attor-
ney for the District of Idaho for the term of
4 years.

(69) Calendar Number 384: David Metcalf, of
Pennsylvania, to be United States Attorney
for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania for
the term of 4 years.

(70) Calendar Number 385: Lesley Murphy,
of Nebraska, to be United States Attorney
for the District of Nebraska for the term of
4 years.

(71) Calendar Number 386: Ronald A. Par-
sons, Jr., of South Dakota, to be United
States Attorney for the District of South Da-
kota for the term of 4 years.

(72) Calendar Number 387: Kurt Wall, of
Louisiana, to be United States Attorney for
the Middle District of Louisiana for the term
of 4 years.

(73) Calendar Number 388: David Charles
Waterman, of Iowa, to be United States At-
torney for the Southern District of Iowa for
the term of 4 years.

(74) Calendar Number 389: Daniel Rosen, of
Florida, to be United States Attorney for the
District of Minnesota for the term of 4 years.

(75) Calendar Number 391: Somers Farkas,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of Malta.

(76) Calendar Number 392: Nicole McGraw,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Croatia.

(77) Calendar Number 393: Leandro Rizzuto,
of Florida, to be Permanent Representative
of the United States of America to the Orga-
nization of American States, with the rank
of Ambassador.

(78) Calendar Number 394: Herschel Walker,
of Georgia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Commonwealth of The Baha-
mas.

(79) Calendar Number 395: Stacey Feinberg,
of California, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg.

(80) Calendar Number 396: Kenneth Howery,
of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Denmark.

(81) Calendar Number 397: Richard Buchan
III, of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco.

(82) Calendar Number 398: Bill Bazzi, of
Michigan, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Tunisia.

(83) Calendar Number 399: Lynda Blan-
chard, of Alabama, to be U.S. Representative
to the United Nations Agencies for Food and
Agriculture, with the rank of Ambassador.

(84) Calendar Number 400: Howard Brodie,
of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Finland.

(85) Calendar Number 401: Arthur Fisher, of
North Carolina, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of Aus-
tria.
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(86) Calendar Number 402: Melinda
Hildebrand, of Texas, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Republic of
Costa Rica.

(87) Calendar Number 403: Michel Issa, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Lebanese Republic.

(88) Calendar Number 404: Nicholas
Merrick, of Texas, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Czech Re-
public.

(89) Calendar Number 405: Roman Pipko, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Estonia.

(90) Calendar Number 406: Thomas Rose, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Poland.

(91) Calendar Number 407: William White,
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Kingdom of Bel-
gium.

(92) Calendar Number 408: John Giordano,
of Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of Na-
mibia.

(93) Calendar Number 409: Anjani Sinha, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Singapore.

(94) Calendar Number 411: Sean O’Neill, of
Virginia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Thailand.

(95) Calendar Number 412: Julie Stufft, of
Ohio, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Kazakhstan.

(96) Calendar Number 413: Dan Negrea, of
Connecticut, to be Representative of the
United States of America on the Economic
and Social Council of the United Nations,
with the rank of Ambassador, and to serve
concurrently and without additional com-
pensation as an Alternate Representative of
the United States of America to the Sessions
of the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions.

(97) Calendar Number 414: Sergio Gor, of
Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of India.

(98) Calendar Number 415: Stephanie
Hallett, of Florida, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Bahrain.

(99) Calendar Number 416: James
Holtsnider, of Iowa, a Career Member of the
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

(100) Calendar Number 417: Jacob Helberg,
of Florida, to be an Under Secretary of State
(Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-
ment).

(101) Calendar Number 418: Benjamin
Black, of New York, to be Chief Executive
Officer of the United States International
Development Finance Corporation.

(102) Calendar Number 419: Thomas
DiNanno, of Florida, to be Under Secretary
of State for Arms Control and International
Security.

(103) Calendar Number 420: Paul Kapur, of
California, to be Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asian Affairs.

(104) Calendar Number 423: Sarah Rogers,
of New York, to be Under Secretary of State
for Public Diplomacy.
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(1056) Calendar Number 424: Michael
DeSombre, of Illinois, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (East Asian and Pacific
Affairs).

(106) Calendar Number 426: Riley Barnes, of
Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor).

(107) Calendar Number 427: Todd Wilcox, of
Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of
State (Diplomatic Security).

(108) Calendar Number 428: Neil Jacobs, of
North Carolina, to be Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 413—AU-
THORIZING THE USE OF FUNDS
FROM THE SENATORS’ OFFICIAL
PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EX-
PENSE ACCOUNT FOR SECURITY
ENHANCEMENTS AND SERVICES
PROVIDED TO SENATORS

Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 413

Resolved,

SECTION 1. PAYMENTS FOR SECURITY ENHANCE-
MENTS AND SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Senate Resolution 294
(96th Congress), agreed to April 29, 1980, is
amended—

(1) in the first section, by striking ‘‘section
3’ and inserting ‘‘sections 3 and 4”’;

(2) by redesignating section 4 as section 5;
and

(3) by inserting after section 3 the fol-
lowing new section:

‘“SEC. 4. (a) Each Senator may use funds
made available to the Senator from the Sen-
ators’ Official Personnel and Office Expense
Account to pay for the cost of necessary se-
curity enhancements and services pursuant
to the fifth paragraph under the heading of
‘Senate’ under the heading of ‘Under Legisla-
tive’ of the Act of February 11, 1902 (32 Stat.
26, chapter 17; 2 U.S.C. 6505).

““(b) The Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration may promulgate regulations imple-
menting this section.”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 5 of Senate Resolution 294 (96th Con-
gress), agreed to April 29, 1980, as so redesig-
nated, the amendments made by subsection
(a) shall apply to expenses incurred on or
after the date of adoption of this resolution.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3901. Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself and Ms. WARREN) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3902. Mr. BOOKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr. WICKER
(for himself and Mr. REED) to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3903. Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3904. Mr. LUJAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3748 proposed by Mr. WICKER (for himself
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and Mr. REED) to the bill S. 2296, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3905. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mr. WELCH) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3748
proposed by Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
REED) to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3906. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr. WICKER
(for himself and Mr. REED) to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3907. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and
Mr. SHEEHY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed to amendment SA 3748
proposed by Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
REED) to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3908. Ms. SLOTKIN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 3748 pro-
posed by Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr.
REED) to the bill S. 2296, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3901. Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina (for himself and Ms. WARREN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION E—ROAD TO HOUSING ACT
SEC. 5001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Renew-
ing Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025 or the “ROAD to Hous-
ing Act of 2025,

SEC. 5002. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this division is as
follows:

DIVISION E—ROAD TO HOUSING ACT
Sec. 5001. Short title.

Sec. 5002. Table of contents.

TITLE I-IMPROVING FINANCIAL
LITERACY
Sec. 5101. Reforms to housing counseling
and financial literacy pro-
grams.

TITLE II—BUILDING MORE IN AMERICA
Sec. 5201. Rental assistance demonstration

program.

Increasing housing in opportunity
zones.

Housing Supply Frameworks Act.

Whole-Home Repairs Act.

Community Investment and Pros-
perity Act.

Build Now Act.

Better Use of Intergovernmental
and Local Development
(BUILD) Housing Act.

Unlocking Housing Supply
Through Streamlined and Mod-
ernized Reviews Act.

Innovation Fund.

Accelerating Home Building Act.

Build More Housing Near Transit
Act.

Revitalizing Empty Structures
Into Desirable Environments
(RESIDE) Act.

Housing Affordability Act.

Sec. 5202.
5203.
5204.
5205.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

5206.
5207.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5208.

5209.
5210.
5211.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5212.

Sec. 5213.
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TITLE III—MANUFACTURED HOUSING
FOR AMERICA
Sec. 5301. Housing Supply Expansion Act.
Sec. 5302. Modular Housing Production Act.
Sec. 5303. Property Improvement and Manu-
factured Housing Loan Mod-
ernization Act.
Sec. 5304. Price Act.
TITLE IV—ACCESSING THE AMERICAN
DREAM
Creating incentives for small dol-
lar loan originators.
Small dollar mortgage points and
fees.
Appraisal Industry Improvement

Act.

5404. Helping More Families Save Act.

5405. Choice in Affordable Housing Act.
TITLE V—PROGRAM REFORM

5501. Reforming Disaster Recovery Act.

55602. HOME Investment Partnerships

Reauthorization and Improve-

ment Act.

Rural Housing Service Reform

Act.

New Moving to Work cohort.
Reducing Homelessness Through

Program Reform Act.
Incentivizing local solutions to

homelessness.

TITLE VI—VETERANS AND HOUSING
Sec. 5601. VA Home Loan Awareness Act.
Sec. 5602. Veterans Affairs Loan Informed

Disclosure (VALID) Act.
5603. Housing Unhoused Disabled Vet-
erans Act.

TITLE VII-OVERSIGHT AND

ACCOUNTABILITY

5701. Requiring annual testimony and
oversight from housing regu-
lators.

FHA reporting requirements on
safety and soundness.

United States Interagency Council
on Homelessness oversight.

NeighborWorks Accountability
Act.

Sec. 5705. Appraisal Modernization Act.

TITLE VIII—COORDINATION, STUDIES,

AND REPORTING

5801. HUD-USDA-VA Interagency Co-

ordination Act.

5802. Streamlining Rural Housing Act.

5803. Improving self-sufficiency of fami-

lies in HUD-subsidized housing.

TITLE I—-IMPROVING FINANCIAL

LITERACY
5101. REFORMS TO HOUSING COUNSELING
AND FINANCIAL LITERACY PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 106 of the Hous-
ing and Urban Development Act of 1968 (12
U.S.C. 1701x) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(4)(C), by striking ‘‘ade-
quate distribution” and all that follows
through ‘‘foreclosure rates’” and inserting
‘“‘that the recipients are geographically di-
verse and include organizations that serve
urban or rural areas’’;

(2) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following:

‘() PERFORMANCE
retary—

“(A) may conduct periodic on-site reviews;
and

‘(B) shall conduct performance reviews of
all participating agencies that—

‘(i) consists of a review of the partici-
pating agency’s compliance with all program
requirements; and

‘(ii) may take into account the agency’s
aggregate counselor performance under para-
graph (7)(B).

¢(7) CONSIDERATIONS.—

““(A) COVERED MORTGAGE LOAN DEFINED.—In
this paragraph, the term ‘covered mortgage

Sec. 5401.

Sec. 5402.
Sec. 5403.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5503.

5504.
5505.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 5506.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 5702.

Sec. 5703.

Sec. 5704.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

SEC.

REVIEW.—The Sec-
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loan’ means any loan which is secured by a
first or subordinate lien on residential real
property (including individual units of con-
dominiums and cooperatives) designed prin-
cipally for the occupancy of between 1 and 4
families that is—

‘(i) insured by the Federal Housing Admin-
istration under title II of the National Hous-
ing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.); or

‘“(ii) guaranteed under section 184 or 184A
of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z-13a, 1715z-13b).

‘‘(B) COMPARISON.—For each counselor em-
ployed by an organization receiving assist-
ance under this section for pre-purchase
housing counseling, the Secretary may con-
sider the performance of the counselor com-
pared to the default rate of all counseled bor-
rowers of a covered mortgage loan in com-
parable markets and such other factors as
the Secretary determines appropriate to fur-
ther the purposes of this section.

‘“(8) CERTIFICATION.—If, based on the com-
parison required under paragraph (7)(B), the
Secretary determines that a counselor lacks
competence to provide counseling in the
areas described in subsection (e)(2) and such
action will not create a significant loss of ca-
pacity for housing counseling services in the
service area, the Secretary may—

““(A) require continued education coupled
with successful completion of a probationary
period;

‘(B) require retesting if the counselor con-
tinues to demonstrate a lack of competence
under paragraph (7)(B); and

‘(C) permanently suspend an individual
certification if a counselor fails to dem-
onstrate competence after not fewer than 2
retesting opportunities under subparagraph
(B).”;

(3) in subsection (i)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

¢“(3) TERMINATION OF ASSISTANCE.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may deny
renewal of covered assistance to an organiza-
tion or entity receiving covered assistance if
the Secretary determines that the organiza-
tion or entity, or the individual through
which the organization or entity provides
counseling, is not in compliance with pro-
gram requirements—

‘(i) based on the performance review de-
scribed in subsection (e)(6); and

‘“(ii) in accordance with regulations issued
by the Secretary.

‘(B) NOTICE.—The Secretary shall give an
organization or entity receiving covered as-
sistance not less than 60 days prior written
notice of any denial of renewal under this
paragraph, and the determination of renewal
shall not be finalized until the end of that
notice period.

‘(C) INFORMAL CONFERENCE.—If requested
in writing by the organization or entity
within the notice period described in sub-
paragraph (B), the organization or entity
shall be entitled to an informal conference
with the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Housing Counseling on behalf of the Sec-
retary at which the organization or entity
may present for consideration of specific fac-
tors that the organization or entity believes
were beyond the control of the organization
or entity and that caused the failure to com-
ply with program requirements, such as a
lack of lender or servicer coordination or
communication with housing counseling
agencies and individual counselors.”; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(j) OFFERING FORECLOSURE MITIGATION
COUNSELING.—

(1) COVERED MORTGAGE LOAN DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘covered mortgage
loan’ means any loan which is secured by a
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first or subordinate lien on residential real
property (including individual units of con-
dominiums) or stock or membership in a co-
operative ownership housing corporation de-
signed principally for the occupancy of be-
tween 1 and 4 families that is—

‘“(A) insured by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration under title II of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.);

‘(B) guaranteed under section 184 or 184A
of the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 1715z-13a, 1715z-13b);

‘(C) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Veterans Affairs; or

‘(D) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Agriculture.

‘“(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR BORROWERS.—A bor-
rower with respect to a covered mortgage
loan who is 30 days or more delinquent on
payments for the covered mortgage loan
shall be given an opportunity to participate
in available housing counseling.

‘“(8) CosT.—If the requirements of sections
202(a)(3) and 205(f) of the National Housing
Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(a)(3), 1711(f)) are met, the
fair market rate cost of counseling for delin-
quent borrowers described in paragraph (2)
with respect to a covered mortgage loan de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A) shall be paid for
by the Mutual Mortgage Insurance Fund, as
authorized under section 203(r)(4) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1709(r)(4)).”".

TITLE II—BUILDING MORE IN AMERICA
SEC. 5201. RENTAL ASSISTANCE DEMONSTRA-

TION PROGRAM.

The language under the heading ‘“‘RENTAL
ASSISTANCE DEMONSTRATION"’ in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development Ap-
propriations Act, 2012 (Public Law 112-55; 125
Stat. 673) is amended—

(1) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘until
September 30, 2029’ and inserting ‘‘for fiscal
year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter’’;

(2) by striking the fourth proviso;

(3) in the twentieth proviso, as so des-
ignated before the date of enactment of this
Act, by striking ‘‘or other means:” and in-
serting ‘‘or other means, including the adop-
tion of a mandatory tenant lease and man-
agement plan addendum for a property with
assistance converted, if not otherwise cov-
ered by another program, under this dem-
onstration:”

(4) by striking the twenty-second proviso,
as so designated before the date of enact-
ment of this Act;

() in the twenty-seventh, thirtieth, thirty-
first, thirty-second, thirty-third, and thirty-
forth provisos, as so designated before the
date of enactment of this Act, by striking
‘““Second Component’ each place the term
appears and inserting ‘‘First Component’’;
and

(6) by striking ‘‘vouchers to project-based
vouchers.” and inserting ‘‘vouchers to
project-based vouchers: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall annually assess and
publish findings regarding the impact of the
conversion of assistance under the First
Component of the demonstration with re-
spect to the preservation and improvement
of public housing, the amount of private sec-
tor leveraging resulting from such conver-
sion transactions, the prevalence of pre-con-
version residents remaining in or returning
to the property following conversion, and the
effect of such conversion on tenants, includ-
ing the impact of such conversion on the
rights maintained by tenants as enumerated
in regulations and other documents confer-
ring rights upon tenants as developed by the
Secretary, and other matters the Secretary
may determine appropriate: Provided further,
That the Secretary may take remediative
action or impose civil money penalties or
other administrative sanctions for material
violations of a requirement under the dem-
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onstration: Provided further, That nothing in
the matter under this heading shall be con-
strued to diminish, impair, or otherwise af-
fect the rights of property owners or tenants
as enumerated in current law and regula-
tions: Provided further, That all property
owner rights, including those related to own-
ership, management, and contractual obliga-
tions, shall continue to apply and be re-
spected following a Rental Assistance Dem-
onstration Program conversion: Provided fur-
ther, That all tenant protections and rights
established in current law and regulations
shall remain fully in effect for properties
converted under the Rental Assistance Dem-
onstration Program.”.

SEC. 5202. INCREASING HOUSING IN

TUNITY ZONES.

(a) COVERED GRANT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered grant’’ means any
competitive grant relating to the construc-
tion, modification, rehabilitation, or preser-
vation of housing, as determined by the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development.

(b) PRIORITY.—When awarding a covered
grant, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development may give additional weight to
applicants located in, or that primarily
serve, a community that has been designated
as a qualified opportunity zone under section
1400Z-1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

SEC. 5203. HOUSING SUPPLY FRAMEWORKS ACT.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) The United States is facing a housing
supply shortage. This housing supply short-
age has resulted in a record number of cost-
burdened households across regions and
spanning the large and small cities, towns,
and coastal and rural communities of the
United States.

(2) Several factors contribute to the under-
supply of housing in the United States, par-
ticularly workforce housing, including rising
costs of construction, a shortage of labor,
supply chain disruptions, and a lack of reli-
able funding sources.

(3) Regulatory barriers at the State and
local levels, such as zoning and land use reg-
ulations, also inhibit the creation of new
housing to meet local and regional housing
needs.

(4) State and local governments are
proactively exploring solutions for reforming
regulatory barriers, but additional resources,
data, and models can help adequately ad-
dress these challenges.

(5) While land use regulation is the respon-
sibility of State and local governments,
there is Federal support for necessary re-
forms, and there is an opportunity for the
Federal Government to provide support and
assistance to State and local governments
that wish to undertake necessary reforms in
a manner that fits their communities’ needs.

(6) Therefore, zoning ordinances or systems
of land use regulation that have the intent
or effect of restricting housing opportunities
based on economic status or income without
interests that are substantial, legitimate,
nondiscriminatory and that outweigh the re-
gional need for housing are contrary to the
regional and national interest.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘‘af-
fordable housing’ means housing for which
the monthly payment is not more than 30
percent of the monthly income of the house-
hold.

(2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘As-
sistant Secretary’” means the Assistant Sec-
retary for Policy Development and Research
of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

(3) LOCAL ZONING FRAMEWORK.—The term
“local zoning framework’” means the local

OPPOR-
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zoning codes and other ordinances, proce-
dures, and policies governing zoning and
land-use at the local level.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

() STATE ZONING FRAMEWORK.—The term
“State zoning framework’ means the State
legislation or State agency and department
procedures, or such legislation or procedures
in an insular area of the United States, ena-
bling local planning and zoning authorities
and establishing and guiding related policies
and programs.

(¢) GUIDELINES ON STATE AND LOCAL ZONING
FRAMEWORKS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Assistant Secretary shall publish documents
outlining guidelines and best practices to
support production of adequate housing to
meet the needs of communities and provide
housing opportunities for individuals at
every income level across communities with
respect to—

(A) State zoning frameworks; and

(B) local zoning frameworks.

(2) CONSULTATION; PUBLIC COMMENT.—Dur-
ing the 2-year period beginning on the date
of enactment of this Act, in developing the
guidelines and best practices required under
paragraph (1), the Assistant Secretary
shall—

(A) publish draft guidelines in the Federal
Register for public comment; and

(B) establish a task force for the purpose of
providing consultation to draft guidelines
published under subparagraph (A), the mem-
bers of which shall include—

(i) planners and architects;

(ii) housing developers, including afford-
able and market-rate housing developers,
manufactured housing developers, and other
business interests;

(iii) community engagement experts and
community members impacted by zoning de-
cisions;

(iv) public housing authorities and transit
authorities;

(v) members of local zoning and planning
boards and local and regional transportation
planning organizations;

(vi) State officials responsible for housing
or land use, including members of State zon-
ing boards of appeals;

(vii) academic researchers; and

(viii) home builders.

(3) CONTENTS.—The guidelines and best
practices required under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) with respect to State zoning frame-
works, outline potential models for updated
State enabling legislation or State agency
and department procedures;

(B) include recommendations regarding—

(i) the reduction or elimination of parking
minimums;

(ii) the increase in maximum floor area
ratio requirements and maximum building
heights and the reduction in minimum lot
sizes and set-back requirements;

(iii) the elimination of restrictions against
accessory dwelling units;

(iv) increasing by-right uses, including du-
plex, triplex, or quadplex buildings, across
cities or metropolitan areas;

(v) mechanisms, including proximity to
transit, to determine the appropriate scope
for rezoning and ensure development that
does not disproportionately burden residents
of economically distressed areas;

(vi) provisions regarding review of by-right
development proposals to streamline review
and reduce uncertainty, including—

(I) nondiscretionary, ministerial review;
and

(IT) entitlement and design review proc-
esses;
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(vii) the reduction of obstacles, regulatory
or otherwise, to a range of housing types at
all levels of affordability, including manu-
factured and modular housing;

(viii) State model zoning regulations for
directing local reforms, including mecha-
nisms to encourage adoption;

(ix) provisions to encourage transit-ori-
ented development, including increased per-
missible units per structure and reduced
minimum lot sizes near existing or planned
public transit stations;

(x) potential reforms to strengthen the
public engagement process;

(xi) reforms to protest petition statutes;

(xii) the standardization, reduction, or
elimination of impact fees;

(xiii) cost effective and appropriate build-
ing codes;

(xiv) models for community benefit agree-
ments;

(xv) mechanisms to preserve affordability,
limit disruption of low-income communities,
and prevent displacement of existing resi-
dents;

(xvi) with respect to State zoning frame-
works—

(I) State model codes for directing local re-
forms, including mechanisms to encourage
adoption;

(II) a model for a State zoning appeals
process, which would—

(aa) create a process for developers or
builders requesting a variance, conditional
use, special permit, zoning district change,
similar discretionary permit, or otherwise
petitioning a local zoning or planning board
for a project including a State-defined
amount of affordable housing to appeal a re-
jection to a State body or regional body em-
powered by the State; and

(bb) establish qualifications for commu-
nities to be exempted from the appeals proc-
ess based on their available stock of afford-
able housing; and

(ITII) streamlining of State environmental
review policies;

(xvii) with respect to local zoning frame-
works—

(I) the simplification and standardization
of existing zoning codes;

(IT) maximum review timelines;

(ITII) best practices for the disposition of
land owned by local governments for afford-
able housing development;

(IV) differentiations between best practices
for rural, suburban, and urban communities,
and communities with different levels of
density or population distribution; and

(V) streamlining of local environmental re-
view policies; and

(xviii) other land use measures that pro-
mote access to new housing opportunities
identified by the Secretary; and

(C) consider—

(i) the effects of adopting any rec-
ommendation on eligibility for Federal dis-
cretionary grants and tax credits for the pur-
pose of housing or community development;

(ii) coordination between infrastructure in-
vestments and housing planning;

(iii) local housing needs, including ways to
set and measure housing goals and targets;

(iv) a range of affordability for rental
units, with a prioritization of units attain-
able to extremely low-, low-, and moderate-
income residents;

(v) a range of affordability for homeowner-
ship;

(vi) accountability measures;

(vii) the long-term cost to residents and
businesses if more housing is not con-
structed;

(viii) barriers to individuals seeking to ac-
cess affordable housing in growing commu-
nities and communities with economic op-
portunity;
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(ix) with respect to State zoning frame-
works—

(I) distinctions between States providing
constitutional or statutory home rule au-
thority to municipalities and States oper-
ating under the Dillon Rule, as articulated
in Hunter v. Pittsburgh, 207 U.S. 161 (1907);
and

(IT) Statewide mechanisms to preserve ex-
isting affordability over the long term, in-
cluding support for land banks and commu-
nity land trusts;

(x) public comments elicited under para-
graph (2)(A); and

(xi) other considerations, as identified by
the Secretary.

(d) ABOLISHMENT OF THE REGULATORY BAR-
RIERS CLEARINGHOUSE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Regulatory Barriers
Clearinghouse established pursuant to sec-
tion 1205 of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 12705d) is
abolished.

(2) REPEAL.—Section 1205 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1992 (42
U.S.C. 12705d) is repealed.

(e) REPORTING.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 5 years
after the date on which the Assistant Sec-
retary publishes the guidelines and best
practices for State and local zoning frame-
works, the Assistant Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report describing—

(A) the States that have adopted rec-
ommendations from the guidelines and best
practices, pursuant to subsection (c);

(B) a summary of the localities that have
adopted recommendations from the guide-
lines and best practices, pursuant to sub-
section (c);

(C) a list of States that adopted a State
zoning framework;

(D) a summary of the modifications that
each State has made in their State zoning
framework;

(E) a general summary of the types of up-
dates localities have made to their local zon-
ing framework;

(F') of the States that have adopted a State
zoning framework or recommendations from
the guidelines and best practices, the effect
of such adoptions; and

(G) a summary of recommendations that
were routinely not adopted by States or by
localities.

(2) MONITORING.—T'wo years after the date
which the Assistant Secretary submits to
Congress the initial report required under
paragraph (1), and biennially thereafter, the
Secretary shall—

(A) publish a report that—

(i) provides the latest information regard-
ing the information described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (G) of that paragraph;

(ii) identifies, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the adoption rates by States and lo-
calities of each guideline and best practice
established under subsection (c);

(iii) requests and establishes a public com-
ment period on the guidelines and best prac-
tices established under subsection (c¢) that
are routinely not adopted or adopted at sig-
nificantly lower rates by States and local-
ities; and

(iv) includes other relevant information
and criteria, as determined by the Secretary;
and

(B) review and consider all public feedback
to the report required under subparagraph
(A) for the purpose of improving the guide-
lines or best practices under subsection (¢) to
further achieve the zoning goals stated in
subsection (a).

(f) GAO REPORT ON HOUSING SUPPLY.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
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the Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives a
report that investigates barriers to housing
supply, which shall include an assessment
of—

(1) the current state of—

(A) the rental and homeowner housing sup-
ply shortage;

(B) geographic patterns of that shortage;

(C) shortages in housing at various levels
of affordability; and

(D) shortages in housing appropriate for
seniors, families with children, and people
with disabilities;

(2) the key drivers of the shortages de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(3) regulatory, administrative, or proce-
dural barriers that exist in Federal housing
programs that inhibit housing development,
and policy actions that can be taken to ad-
dress those barriers;

(4) the extent to which jurisdictions have
successfully implemented zoning or other
policy reforms to increase housing produc-
tion and supply; and

(5) opportunities for increasing coordina-
tion between the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency, the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of the Treasury,
and other agencies to address housing sup-
ply.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section such
sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal
years 2026 through 2030.

(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to permit the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to take an adverse action against or
fail to provide otherwise offered actions or
services for any State or locality if the State
or locality declines to adopt a guideline or
best practice under subsection (c).

SEC. 5204. WHOLE-HOME REPAIRS ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE UNIT.—The term ‘‘afford-
able unit” means a unit for which the
monthly rental payment is not more than 30
percent of the gross income of an individual
earning at or below 80 percent of the area
median income, as defined by the Secretary.

(2) ASSISTED UNIT.—The term ‘‘assisted
unit’’ means a unit that undergoes repair or
rehabilitation work through a whole-home
repairs program administered by an imple-
menting organization under this section.

(3) ELIGIBLE HOMEOWNER.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble homeowner’ means a homeowner—

(A) with a household income that—

(i) is not more than 80 percent of the area
median income; or

(ii) meets the income eligibility require-
ments for receiving assistance or benefits
under a specified program, as defined in
paragraph (11); and

(B) who is—

(i) an owner of record as evidenced by a
publicly recorded deed and occupies the
home on which repairs are to be conducted
as their principal residence;

(ii) an owner-occupant of the manufactured
home on which repairs are to be conducted;
or

(iii) an owner who can demonstrate an
ownership interest in the property on which
repairs are to be conducted, including a per-
son who has inherited an interest in that
property.

(4) ELIGIBLE LANDLORD.—The term ‘‘eligible
landlord” means an individual—

(A) who owns, as determined by the rel-
evant implementing organization, fewer
than 10 eligible rental properties, with a ma-
jority of affordable units and not more than
50 total units, operated as primary resi-
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dences in which a majority ownership inter-
est is held by the individual, the spouse of
the individual, or the dependent children of
the individual, or any closely held legal enti-
ty controlled by the individual, the spouse of
the individual, or the dependent children of
the individual, either individually or collec-
tively; and

(B) who agrees to the provisions described
in subsection (b)(3).

(5) ELIGIBLE RENTAL PROPERTY.—The term
‘‘eligible rental property’ means a residen-
tial property that—

(A) is leased, or offered exclusively for
lease, as a primary residence by an eligible
landlord; and

(B) includes affordable units.

(6) FORGIVABLE LOAN.—The term ‘‘forgiv-
able loan’ means a loan—

(A) made to an eligible landlord;

(B) that is secured by a lien recorded
against a residential property; and

(C) that may be forgiven by the imple-
menting organization not later than the date
that is 3 years after the completion of the re-
pairs if the eligible landlord has maintained
compliance with the loan agreement de-
scribed in subsection (b)(3).

(7) IMPLEMENTING ORGANIZATION.—The term
“‘implementing organization’—

(A) means a unit of general local govern-
ment or a State that—

(i) will administer a whole-home repairs
program through an agency, department, or
other entity; or

(ii) enter into agreements with 1 or more
local governments, municipal authorities,
other governmental authorities, including a
tribally designated housing entity, or quali-
fied nonprofit organizations, to administer a
whole-home repairs program as a sub-
recipient; and

(B) does not include a redundant entity in
a jurisdiction already served by a grantee
under subsection (b).

(8) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Native American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C.
4103).

(99 QUALIFIED NONPROFIT.—The term
‘‘qualified nonprofit” means a nonprofit or-
ganization that—

(A) has received funding, as a recipient or
subrecipient, through—

(i) the Community Development Block
Grant program under title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(ii) the HOME Investment Partnerships
program under subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.);

(iii) the Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduc-
tion grant program under section 1011 of the
Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduc-
tion Act of 1992 (42 U.S.C. 4852) or a grant
under the Healthy Homes Initiative adminis-
tered by the Secretary pursuant to sections
501 and 502 of the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Act of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 1701z-1, 1701z-2);

(iv) the Self-Help and Assisted Homeowner-
ship Opportunity program authorized under
section 11 of the Housing Opportunity Pro-
gram Extension Act of 1996 (42 U.S.C. 12805
note);

(v) a rural housing program under title V
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1471 et
seq.); or

(vi) the Neighborhood Reinvestment Cor-
poration established under the Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 8101
et seq.);

(B) has coordinated, performed, or other-
wise been engaged in weatherization, lead re-
mediation, or home-repair work for not less
than 2 years;

September 18, 2025

(C) has been certified by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, or by a State au-
thorized by the Environmental Protection
Agency to administer a certification pro-
gram, as—

(i) eligible to carry out activities under the
lead renovation, repair and painting pro-
gram; or

(ii) a Home Certification Organization
under the Energy Star program established
by section 324A of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6294a) or the
WaterSense program under section 324B of
that Act (42 U.S.C. 6294b), or recognized or
otherwise approved by the Environmental
Protection Agency as a Home Certification
Organization under either of those programs;
or

(D) is a community development financial
institution, as defined in section 103 of the
Community Development Banking and Fi-
nancial Institutions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C.
4702).

(10) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(11) SPECIFIED PROGRAM.—For purposes of
paragraph (3)(A)(ii), the term ‘‘specified pro-
gram’’ means any of the following:

(A) The Medicaid program established
under title XIX of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.).

(B) The State Children’s Health Insurance
Program established under title XXI of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.).

(C) The supplemental security income ben-
efits program established under title XVI of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1381 et
seq.).

(D) The supplemental nutrition assistance
program established under the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.).

(E) The temporary assistance for needy
families program established under part A of
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
601 et seq.).

(12) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means—

(A) each State of the United States;

(B) the District of Columbia;

(C) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico;

(D) any territory or possession of the
United States; and

(E) an Indian tribe.

(13) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED HOUSING ENTI-
TY.—The term ‘‘tribally designated housing
entity” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

(14) WHOLE-HOME REPAIRS.—The term
‘““‘whole-home repairs’’ means modifications,
repairs, or updates to homeowner or renter-
occupied units to address—

(A) physical and sensory accessibility for
individuals with disabilities and older
adults, such as bathroom and kitchen modi-
fications, installation of grab bars and hand-
rails, guards and guardrails, lifting devices,
ramp additions or repairs, sidewalk addition
or repair, or doorway or hallway widening;

(B) habitability and safety concerns, such
as repairs needed to ensure residential units
are fit for human habitation and free from
defective conditions or health and safety
hazards; or

(C) energy and water efficiency, resilience,
and weatherization.

(b) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a pilot program to
provide grants to implementing organiza-
tions to administer a whole-home repairs
program for eligible homeowners and eligible
landlords.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—An implementing orga-
nization that receives a grant under this sub-
section—
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(A) shall provide grants to eligible home-
owners to implement whole-home repairs not
covered by other Federal home repair pro-
grams and up to a maximum amount per
unit, which maximum amount should—

(i) reflect local construction costs and the
level of repairs needed in each unit; and

(ii) be calculated and approved by the Sec-
retary;

(B) shall provide loans, which may be for-
givable, to eligible landlords to implement
whole-home repairs not covered by other
Federal home repair programs for individual
affordable units, public and common use
areas within the property, and common
structural elements up to a maximum
amount per unit, area, or element, as appli-
cable, which maximum amount should—

(i) reflect local construction costs; and

(ii) be calculated and approved by the Sec-
retary;

(C) shall evaluate, or provide assistance to
eligible homeowners and eligible landlords to
evaluate, whole-home repair program funds
provided under this subsection with Federal,
State, and local home repair programs to
provide the greatest benefit to the greatest
number of eligible landlords and eligible
homeowners and avoid duplication of bene-
fits and redundancies;

(D) shall ensure that—

(i) all repairs funded or facilitated through
an award under this subsection have been
completed;

(ii) if repairs are not completed and the
plan for whole-home repairs is not updated
to reflect the new scope of work, that the
loan or grant is repaid on a prorated basis
based on completed work; and

(iii) any unused grant or loan balance is re-
turned to the implementing organization,
and is reused by the implementing organiza-
tion for a new whole-home repair grant or
loan under this subsection;

(E) may use not more than 5 percent of the
awarded funds to carry out related functions,
including workforce training for home repair
professions, which shall be related to efforts
to increase the number of home repairs per-
formed and approved by the Secretary;

(F) may use not more than 10 percent of
the awarded funds for administrative ex-
penses;

(G) shall comply with Federal accessibility
requirements and standards under applicable
Federal fair housing and civil rights laws
and regulations, including section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794); and

(H) shall ensure that rental properties as-
sisted under subparagraph (B) shall be treat-
ed as projects assisted under title I of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

(3) LOAN AGREEMENT.—In a loan agreement
with an eligible landlord under this sub-
section, an implementing organization shall
include provisions establishing that the eli-
gible landlord shall, for each eligible rental
property for which a loan is used to fund re-
pairs under this subsection—

(A) comply with Federal accessibility re-
quirements and standards under applicable
Federal fair housing and civil rights laws
and regulations, including section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794); and

(B)() if the landlord is renting the assisted
units available in the eligible rental prop-
erty to tenants receiving tenant-based rental
assistance under section 8(o) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)), under another tenant-based rental
assistance program administered by the Sec-
retary or the Secretary of Agriculture, or
under a tenant-based rental subsidy provided
by a State or local government, comply with
the program requirements under the rel-
evant tenant-based rental assistance pro-
gram; or
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(ii) if the eligible landlord is not renting to
tenants receiving rental-based assistance as
described in clause (i)—

(ID(aa) offer to extend the lease of current
tenants on current terms, other than the
terms described in subclause (iv) for not less
than 3 years beginning after the completion
of the repairs, unless the lease is terminated
due to failure to pay rent, performance of an
illegal act within the rental unit, or a viola-
tion of an obligation of tenancy that the ten-
ants failed to correct after notice; and

(bb) if the tenant of an assisted unit moves
out of the assisted unit at any point in the
3-year period following the loan agreement,
maintain the unit as an affordable unit for
the remainder of the 3-year period;

(IT) provide documentation verifying that
the property, upon completion of approved
renovations, has met all applicable State
and local housing and building codes;

(III) attest that the landlord has no known
serious violations of renter protections that
have resulted in fines, penalties, or judg-
ments during the preceding 10 years; and

(IV) cap annual rent increases for each as-
sisted unit at 5 percent of base rent or infla-
tion, whichever is lower, for not less than 3
years beginning after the completion of the
repairs.

(4) APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—An implementing organi-
zation desiring an award under this sub-
section shall submit to the Secretary an ap-
plication that includes—

(i) the geographic scope of the whole-home
repairs program to be administered by the
implementing organization, including the
plan to address need in any rural, suburban,
or urban area within a jurisdiction;

(ii) a plan for selecting subrecipients, if ap-
plicable;

(iii) how the implementing organization
plans to execute the coordination of Federal,
State, and local home repair programs, in-
cluding programs administered by the De-
partment of Energy or the Department of
Agriculture, to increase efficiency and re-
duce redundancy;

(iv) available data on the need for afford-
able and quality housing within the geo-
graphic scope of the whole-home repairs pro-
gram, and any plans to preserve affordability
through the term of the award;

(v) how the implementing organization
plans to process and verify applications for
grants from eligible homeowners and appli-
cations for loans from eligible landlords; and

(vi) such other information as the Sec-
retary requires to determine the ability of
an applicant to carry out a program under
this subsection.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making awards
under this subsection, the Secretary shall—

(i) with respect to applications submitted
by States other than the District of Colum-
bia and the territories of the United States,
prioritize those applications with a dem-
onstrated plan to—

(I) make a good faith effort to implement
the pilot program in every jurisdiction; and

(IT) provide non-metropolitan areas, or sub-
recipients serving non-metropolitan areas if
applicable, with a share of total funds com-
mensurate to their population;

(ii) aim to select applicants so that the
awardees collectively span diverse geog-
raphies, with an intent to understand the
impact of the pilot program under this sub-
section in urban, suburban, rural, and Tribal
settings; and

(iii) not disqualify implementing organiza-
tions that were awarded grants under the
pilot program in prior application cycles.

(5) PROGRAM INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall make available to grant recipients
under this subsection information regarding
existing Federal programs for which grant

S6747

recipients may coordinate or provide assist-
ance in coordinating applications for those
programs in accordance with paragraph
(2)(C).

(6) GRANT NUMBER.—In each year in which
an award is made under this subsection, the
Secretary shall award assistance to—

(A) not less than 2, and not more than 10,
implementing organizations, as application
numbers and funding permit; and

(B) not more than 1 implementing organi-
zation in any State.

(7) LOANS THAT ARE NOT FORGIVEN.—If a
loan made by an implementing organization
under paragraph (2)(B) is not forgiven, the
loan repayment funds shall be reused by the
implementing organization for a new whole-
home repair grant or loan under this sub-
section, which shall remain subject to the
original terms of the assistance awarded
under this subsection.

(8) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Amounts
awarded under this subsection to imple-
menting organizations shall supplement, not
supplant, other Federal, State, and local
funds made available to those entities.

(9) STREAMLINING PROGRAM DELIVERY AND
ENSURING EFFICIENCY.—To the extent pos-
sible, in carrying out the pilot program
under this subsection, the Secretary shall—

(A) endeavor to improve efficiency of serv-
ice delivery, as well as the experience of and
impact on the taxpayer, by encouraging pro-
grammatic collaboration and information
sharing across Federal, State, and local pro-
grams for home repair or improvement, in-
cluding programs administered by the De-
partment of the Agriculture; and

(B) enhance collaboration and cross-agency
streamlining efforts that reduce the burdens
of multiple income verification processes
and applications on the eligible homeowner,
the eligible landlord, the implementing orga-
nization, and the Federal Government, in-
cluding by establishing assistance applica-
tion procedures for income eligibility under
this subsection that recognize income eligi-
bility determinations for assistance using
any of the criteria under subsection (a)(3)(A)
that have been used for assistance applica-
tions during the 1-year period preceding the
date on which an eligible homeowner or eli-
gible landlord applies for assistance under
this subsection.

(10) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—An implementing or-
ganization that receives a grant under this
subsection shall submit to the Secretary an
annual report on initial funding that in-
cludes—

(i) the number of units served, including
reporting on both homeownership and rental
units, as well as accessible units;

(ii) the average cost per unit for modifica-
tions or repairs and the nature of those
modifications or repairs, including reporting
on accessibility and both homeownership and
rental units;

(iii) the number of applications received,
served, denied, or not completed,
disaggregated by geographic area;

(iv) the aggregated demographic data of
grant recipients, which may include data on
income range, urban, suburban, and rural
residency, age, and racial and ethnic iden-
tity;

(v) the aggregated demographic data of
loan recipients, which may include data on
income range, urban, suburban, and rural
residency, age, and racial and ethnic iden-
tity;

(vi) an affirmation that the implementa-
tion organization has complied with the ap-
plicable regulations, including compliance
with Federal accessibility requirements;

(vii) in the first year of receiving a grant,
and as certified in subsequent reports, a
comprehensive plan to prevent waste, fraud,
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and abuse in the administration of the pilot
program, which shall include, at a min-
imum—

(I) a policy enacted and enforced by the
implementing organization to monitor ongo-
ing expenditures under this subsection and
ensure compliance with applicable regula-
tions;

(IT) a policy enacted and enforced by the
implementing organization to detect and
deter fraudulent activity, including fraud oc-
curring in individual projects and patterns of
fraud by parties involved in the expenditure
of funds under this subsection;

(ITI) a statement setting forth any viola-
tions detected by the implementing organi-
zation during the previous calendar year, in-
cluding details about steps taken to achieve
compliance and any remedial measures; and

(IV) a certification by the chief executive
or most senior compliance officer of the or-
ganization that the organization maintains
sufficient staff and resources to effectively
carry out the above-mentioned policies; and

(viii) such other information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(B) REPORTING REQUIREMENT ALIGNMENT.—
To limit the costs of implementing the pilot
program under this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall endeavor, to the extent possible,
to structure reporting requirements such
that they align with the data reporting re-
quirements in place for funding streams that
implementing organizations are likely to use
in partnership with funding from this sub-
section, including the reporting require-
ments under—

(i) the Community Development Block
Grant program under title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(ii) the HOME Investment Partnerships
program under subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.);

(iii) the Weatherization Assistance Pro-
gram for low-income persons established
under part A of title IV of the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act (42 U.S.C. 6861
et seq.); and

(iv) the Native American Housing Assist-
ance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25
U.S.C. 4101 et seq.).

(C) PILOT PROGRAM PERIOD REPORTS.—Not
less frequently than twice during the period
in which the pilot program established under
this subsection operates, the Office of In-
spector General of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development shall complete
an assessment of the implementation of
measures to ensure the fair and legitimate
use of the pilot program.

(D) SUMMARY TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives an annual report
providing a summary of the data provided
under subparagraphs (A) and (C) during the
1-year period preceding the report and all
data previously provided under those sub-
paragraphs.

(11) FUNDING.—The Secretary—

(A) is authorized to use up to $30,000,000 of
funds made available as provided in appro-
priations Acts for programs administered by
the Office of Lead Hazard Control and
Healthy Homes to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under this subsection; and

(B) shall submit to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Appropriations and the
Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives a report on the ap-
propriations accounts from which the Sec-
retary will derive the funding under subpara-
graph (A).
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(12) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—A grant
under this subsection shall be—

(A) treated as assistance for a special
project for purposes of section 305(c) of the
Multifamily Housing Property Disposition
Reform Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 3547); and

(B) subject to the regulations promulgated
by the Secretary to implement such section.

(13) TERMINATION.—The pilot program es-
tablished under this subsection shall termi-
nate on October 1, 2031.

SEC. 5205. COMMUNITY INVESTMENT AND PROS-
PERITY ACT.

(a) REVISED STATUTES.—The paragraph des-
ignated as the ‘‘Eleventh” of section 5136 of
the Revised Statutes of the United States (12
U.S.C. 24) is amended, in the fifth sentence,
by striking ‘15’ each place the term appears
and inserting ‘20°°.

(b) FEDERAL RESERVE ACT.—Section 9(23)
of the Federal Reserve Act (12 U.S.C. 338a) is
amended, in the fifth sentence, by striking
‘15’ each place the term appears and insert-
ing 20",

SEC. 5206. BUILD NOW ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘covered
recipient’”> means a metropolitan city or
urban county, as those terms are defined in
section 102 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that
receives funds under section 106.

(2) CURRENT ANNUAL GROWTH RATE.—The
term ‘‘current annual growth rate’’, with re-
spect to an eligible recipient and a fiscal
yvear, means the average annual percentage
increase in the number of housing units in
the jurisdiction of the eligible recipient, as
calculated by the Secretary, during the pe-
riod—

(A) beginning with the third quarter of the
sixth preceding fiscal year; and

(B) ending with the third quarter of the
preceding fiscal year.

(3) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘eligible
recipient’”” means any covered recipient un-
less—

(A)({1) the median Small Area Fair Market
Rent in the jurisdiction of the covered re-
cipient is at or below the 60th percentile of
median Small Area Fair Market Rents in the
jurisdictions of all covered recipients; and

(ii) the median home value in the jurisdic-
tion of the covered recipient is below the me-
dian home value for the United States;

(B) the annual natural rental vacancy rate
in the jurisdiction of the covered recipient is
greater than the national annual natural
rental vacancy rate for the most recent year
available, as published by the Bureau of the
Census;

(C) during the 1-year period preceding the
date on which the Secretary allocates funds
under section 106, the jurisdiction of the cov-
ered recipient has been the subject of a
major disaster or emergency declaration
under section 401 or 501, respectively, of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170, 5191); or

(D) the covered recipient lacks the legal
authority to enact or update zoning and per-
mitting ordinances.

(4) EXTREMELY HIGH-GROWTH RECIPIENT.—
The term ‘‘extremely high-growth recipient”
means an eligible recipient for which the
current annual growth rate is at or above 4
percent.

(5) HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE.—
The term ‘‘housing growth improvement
rate’”’, with respect to an eligible recipient
and a fiscal year, means the quotient of—

(A)(i) the current annual growth rate of
the eligible recipient, minus

(ii) the prior annual growth rate of the eli-
gible recipient; and

(B) the sum obtained by adding the abso-
lute values of the current annual growth
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rate and the prior annual growth rate of the
eligible recipient.

(6) PRIOR ANNUAL GROWTH RATE.—The term
“prior annual growth rate’”, with respect to
an eligible recipient and a fiscal year, means
the average annual percentage increase in
the number of housing units in the jurisdic-
tion of the eligible recipient, as calculated
by the Secretary, during the period—

(A) beginning with the third quarter of the
11th preceding fiscal year; and

(B) ending with the third quarter of the
sixth preceding fiscal year.

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(8) SECTION 106.—The term ‘‘section 106"’
means section 106 of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5306).

(b) ADJUSTMENTS TO COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT BLOCK GRANT ALLOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In allocating amounts to
an eligible recipient under section 106 for a
fiscal year, the Secretary shall adjust the al-
location based on the housing growth im-
provement rate of the eligible recipient, in
accordance with paragraph (2) of this sub-
section.

(2) ADJUSTMENTS.—

(A) HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE AT
OR ABOVE MEDIAN; EXTREMELY HIGH-GROWTH
RECIPIENTS.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—If, with respect to a fiscal
year for which the allocation under section
106 is being determined, the housing growth
improvement rate for an eligible recipient is
at or above the median housing growth im-
provement rate for all eligible recipients
other than extremely high-growth recipi-
ents, or if an eligible recipient is an ex-
tremely high-growth recipient, the Sec-
retary shall allocate to the eligible recipient
for that fiscal year, in addition to the
amount that would otherwise be allocated to
the eligible recipient under section 106, a
bonus amount, as determined under clause
(ii) of this subparagraph.

(ii) BONUS AMOUNT.—For purposes of clause
(i), the bonus amount for an eligible recipi-
ent for a fiscal year shall be equal to the
product of—

(I) the aggregate amount by which alloca-
tions to eligible recipients are decreased
under subparagraph (B) for that fiscal year;
and

(IT) the quotient of—

(aa) the number of housing units, as of the
third quarter of the preceding fiscal year, in
the jurisdiction of the eligible recipient, as
calculated by the Secretary; and

(bb) the number of housing units, as of the
third quarter of the preceding fiscal year, in
the jurisdictions of all eligible recipients
that receive a bonus amount under this para-
graph, as calculated by the Secretary.

(B) HOUSING GROWTH IMPROVEMENT RATE
BELOW MEDIAN.—If, with respect to a fiscal
year for which the allocation under section
106 is being determined, the housing growth
improvement rate for an eligible recipient is
below the median housing growth improve-
ment rate for all eligible recipients other
than high-growth outliers, the Secretary
shall decrease the amount that would other-
wise be allocated to the eligible recipient
under section 106 for that fiscal year by 10
percent.

(¢) CALCULATION OF HOUSING UNITS.—

(1) HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT RE-
QUIREMENTS.—In calculating the number of
housing units in the jurisdiction of an eligi-
ble recipient under any provision of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall—

(A) use the Current Address Count Listing
Files and other data products, as needed, of
the Bureau of the Census tabulated from the
Master Address File; and
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(B) make calculations at the block level,
using boundaries that reflect the most cur-
rent boundaries.

(2) CENSUS BUREAU AND POSTAL SERVICE RE-
QUIREMENTS.—The Bureau of the Census and
the United States Postal Service shall pro-
vide any relevant data to the Secretary upon
request to assist the Secretary in making a
calculation described in paragraph (1).

(3) ADJUSTMENT OF CALCULATION PERIODS.—
The Secretary may adjust the calculation
periods under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of
subsection (a)(2), subparagraphs (A) and (B)
of subsection (a)(6), and items (aa) and (bb)
of subsection (b)(2)(A)({i)(II) by not more
than 2 months to achieve alignment with the
data provided by the Bureau of the Census.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT ON HOUSING GROWTH
IMPROVEMENT RATE.—Before allocating funds
under section 106 for a fiscal year, the Sec-
retary shall publish a report that—

(1) includes the housing growth improve-
ment rate for each eligible recipient; and

(2) lists, for the most recent fiscal year for
which allocations were made under section
106—

(A) the eligible recipients that received a
bonus amount under subsection (b)(2)(A); and

(B) the eligible recipients for which the al-
location under section 106 was decreased
under subsection (b)(2)(B) of this section.

(e) NOTIFICATION; IMPLEMENTATION
DATES.—

(1) NOTIFICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall notify each eligible recipient
of the recipient’s housing growth improve-
ment rate and whether that housing growth
improvement rate is above, at, or below the
median housing growth improvement rate
for all eligible recipients other than ex-
tremely high-growth recipients.

(B) GUIDANCE.—ASs part of the notification
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall
share guidance, including resources devel-
oped by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, on best practices and
recommendations on policies to reduce regu-
latory barriers to housing and increase hous-
ing supply.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION DATES.—Subsection (b)
shall take effect beginning with the third
full fiscal year after the date of enactment of
this Act and remain in effect through fiscal
year 2043.

(3) NO EFFECT ON PREVIOUS APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—This section shall not apply to
amounts appropriated before the date of en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 5207. BETTER USE OF INTERGOVERN-
MENTAL AND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT
(BUILD) HOUSING ACT.

(a) DESIGNATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
PROCEDURE.—The Department of Housing
and Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3531
et seq.) is amended by inserting after section
12 (42 U.S.C. 3537a) the following:

“SEC. 13. DESIGNATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEW PROCEDURE.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the Secretary may, for pur-
poses of environmental review, decision
making, and action pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4321 et seq.), and other provisions of law that
further the purposes of such Act, designate
the treatment of assistance administered by
the Secretary as funds for a special project
for purposes of section 305(c) of the Multi-
family Housing Property Disposition Reform
Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 3547).

‘“(b) EXCEPTION.—The designation de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall not apply to
assistance for which a procedure for carrying
out the responsibilities of the Secretary
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), and other
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provisions of law that further the purposes of
such Act, is otherwise specified in law.”’.

(b) TRIBAL ASSUMPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
REVIEW OBLIGATIONS.—Section 305(c) of the
Multifamily Housing Property Disposition
Reform Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 3547) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘““State or unit of general
local government” each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘State, Indian tribe, or unit of gen-
eral local government’’;

(2) in paragraph (1)(C), in the heading, by
striking ‘“‘STATE OR UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL
GOVERNMENT”’ and inserting ‘‘STATE, INDIAN
TRIBE, OR UNIT OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(5) DEFINITION OF INDIAN TRIBE.—For pur-
poses of this subsection, the term ‘Indian
tribe’ means a federally recognized tribe, as
defined in section 4(13)(B) of the Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (26 U.S.C.
4103(13)(B)).”".
SEC. 5208. UNLOCKING HOUSING SUPPLY
THROUGH STREAMLINED AND MOD-
ERNIZED REVIEWS ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) INFILL PROJECT.—The term
project’” means a project that—

(A) occurs within the geographic limits of
a municipality;

(B) is adequately served by existing utili-
ties and public services as required under ap-
plicable law;

(C) is located on a site of previously dis-
turbed land of not more than 5 acres and sub-
stantially surrounded by residential or com-
mercial development;

(D) will repurpose a vacant or underuti-
lized parcel of land, or a dilapidated or aban-
doned structure; and

(E) will serve a residential or commercial
purpose.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) NEPA STREAMLINING FOR HUD HOUSING-
RELATED ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United
States Code, and section 103 of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C.
4333), expand and reclassify housing-related
activities under the necessary administra-
tive regulations as follows:

(A) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
tions entitled ‘‘exempt activities” as set
forth in section 58.34 of title 24, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as in effect on January 1,
2025:

(i) Tenant-based rental assistance.

(ii) Supportive services, including health
care, housing services, permanent housing
placement, day care, nutritional services,
short-term payments for rent, mortgage, or
utility costs, and assistance in gaining ac-
cess to Federal Government and State and
local government benefits and services.

(iii) Operating costs, including mainte-
nance, security, operation, utilities, fur-
nishings, equipment, supplies, staff training,
and recruitment and other incidental costs.

(iv) Economic development activities, in-
cluding equipment purchases, inventory fi-
nancing, interest subsidies, operating ex-
penses, and similar costs not associated with
construction or expansion of existing oper-
ations.

(v) Activities to assist homebuyers to pur-
chase existing dwelling units or dwelling
units under construction, including closing
costs and down payment assistance, interest
rate buydowns, and similar activities that
result in the transfer of title.
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(vi) Affordable housing pre-development
costs related to obtaining site options,
project financing, administrative costs and
fees for loan commitment, zoning approvals,
and other related activities that do not have
a physical impact.

(vii) Approval of supplemental assistance,
including insurance or guarantee, to a
project previously approved by the Sec-
retary.

(viii) Emergency homeowner or renter as-
sistance for HVAC, hot water heaters, and
other necessary uses of existing utilities re-
quired under applicable law.

(B) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
tions entitled, (i) ‘‘categorical exclusions not
subject to section 58.5”° and (ii) ‘‘categorical
exclusions not subject to the Federal laws
and authorities cited in sections 50.4”’ in sec-
tion 58.35(b) and section 50.19, respectively of
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, as in
effect on January 1, 2025, if such activities do
not materially alter environmental condi-
tions and do not materially exceed the origi-
nal scope of the project:

(i) Acquisition, repair, improvement, re-
construction, or rehabilitation of public fa-
cilities and improvements (other than build-
ings) if the facilities and improvements are
in place and will be retained in the same use
without change in size or capacity of more
than 20 percent, including replacement of
water or sewer lines, reconstruction of curbs
and sidewalks, and repaving of streets.

(ii) Rehabilitation of 1-to-4 unit residential
buildings, and existing housing-related infra-
structure, such as repairs or rehabilitation
of existing wells, septics, or utility lines that
connect to that housing.

(iii) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on up to 4
scattered site existing dwelling units where
there is a maximum of 4 units on any 1 site.

(iv) Acquisitions (including leasing) or dis-
position of, or equity loans on an existing
structure, or acquisition (including leasing)
of vacant land if the structure or land ac-
quired, financed, or disposed of will be re-
tained for the same use.

(C) The following housing-related activi-
ties shall be subject to regulations equiva-
lent or substantially similar to the regula-
tions entitled, (i) ‘‘categorical exclusions
subject to section 58.5”” and (ii) ‘‘categorical
exclusions subject to the Federal laws and
authorities cited in sections 50.4’’ in section
58.35(a) and section 50.20, respectively, of
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, as in
effect on January 1, 2025, if such activities do
not materially alter environmental condi-
tions and do not materially exceed the origi-
nal scope of the project:

(i) Acquisitions of open space or residential
property, where such property will be re-
tained for the same use or will be converted
to open space to help residents relocate out
of an area designated as a high-risk area by
the Secretary.

(ii) Conversion of existing office buildings
into residential development, subject to—

(I) a maximum number of units to be deter-
mined by the Secretary; and

(IT) a limitation on the change in building
size of not more than 20 percent.

(iii) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on 5 to 15
dwelling units where there is a maximum of
fifteen units on any 1 site. The units can be
15 1-unit buildings or 1 15-unit building, or
any combination in between.

(iv) New construction, development, demo-
lition, acquisition, or disposition on 15 or
more housing units developed on scattered
sites when there are not more than 15 hous-
ing units on any 1 site, and the sites are
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more than a set number of feet apart as de-
termined by the Secretary.

(v) Rehabilitation of buildings and im-
provements in the case of a building for resi-
dential use with 5 to 15 units, if the density
is not increased beyond 15 units and the land
use is not changed.

(vi) Infill projects consisting of new con-
struction, rehabilitation, or development of
residential housing units.

(vii) The voluntary acquisition of prop-
erties—

(I) located in a—

(aa) floodway;

(bb) floodplain; or

(cc) other area, clearly delineated by the
grantee; and

(IT) that have been impacted by a predict-
able environmental threat to the safety and
well-being of program beneficiaries caused or
exacerbated by a federally declared disaster.

(c) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives an annual report during the
5-year period beginning on the date that is 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act
that provides a summary of findings of re-
ductions in review times and administrative
cost reduction, with a particular focus on
the affordable housing sector, as a result of
the actions set forth in this section, and any
recommendations of the Secretary for future
congressional action with respect to revising
categorical exclusions or exemptions under
title 24, Code of Federal Regulations.
SEC. 5209. INNOVATION FUND.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ATTAINABLE HOUSING.—The term
tainable housing’’ means housing that—

(A) serves—

(i) a majority of households with income
not greater than 80 percent of area median
income; and

(ii) households with income not greater
than 100 percent of area median income; or

(B) serves—

(i) a majority of households with income
not greater than 60 percent of area median
income; and

(ii) households with income not greater
than 120 percent of area median income.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’” means—

(A) a metropolitan city or urban county, as
those terms are defined in section 102 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that has demonstrated
an objective improvement in housing supply
growth, as determined by the Secretary,
whose methodology for determining such
growth is published in the Federal Register
to allow for public comment not less than 90
days before date on which the notice of fund-
ing opportunity is made available; or

(B) a unit of general local government or
Indian tribe, as those terms are defined in
section 102 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302), that
has demonstrated an objective improvement
in housing supply growth, as determined by
the Secretary, whose methodology for deter-
mining such improvement is published in the
Federal Register to allow for public com-
ment not less than 90 days before the date on
which the notice of funding opportunity is
made available.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF A GRANT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall establish a program to award
grants on a competitive basis to eligible en-
tities that have increased their local housing
supply.
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(2) LIST OF ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The Sec-
retary shall make a list of eligible entities
publicly available on the website of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

(3) ELIGIBLE PURPOSES.—AnN eligible entity
receiving a grant under this section may use
funds to—

(A) carry out any of the activities de-
scribed in section 105 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5305);

(B) carry out any of the activities per-
mitted under the Local and Regional Project
Assistance Program established under sec-
tion 6702 of title 49, United States Code;

(C) serve as matching funds under a State
revolving fund program related to a clean
water or drinking water program adminis-
tered by the Environmental Protection
Agency in which the eligible entity is the
grantee under that program, unless other-
wise determined by the Secretary; and

(D) carry out initiatives of the eligible en-
tity that facilitate the expansion of the sup-
ply of attainable housing and that supple-
ment initiatives the eligible entity has car-
ried out, or is in the process of carrying out,
as specified in the application submitted
under paragraph (4).

(4) APPLICATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible entity seek-
ing a grant under this section shall submit
to the Secretary an application that pro-
vides—

(i) a description of each purpose for which
the eligible entity will use the grant, and an
attestation that the grant will be used only
for 1 or more eligible purposes described in
paragraph (3);

(ii) data on characteristics of increased
housing supply during the 3-year period end-
ing on the date on which the application is
submitted, which may include whether such
housing—

(I) serves households at a range of income
levels; and

(IT) has improved the quality and afford-
ability of housing in the jurisdiction of the
eligible entity;

(iii) a description of how each eligible pur-
pose described in clause (i) may address a
community need or advance an objective, or
an aspect of an objective, included in the
comprehensive housing affordability strat-
egy and community development plan of the
eligible entity under part 91 of title 24, Code
of Federal Regulations, or any successor reg-
ulation (commonly referred to as a ‘‘consoli-
dated plan’’); and

(iv) a description of how the eligible entity
has carried out, or is in the process of car-
rying out, initiatives that facilitate the ex-
pansion of the supply of housing.

(B) INITIATIVES.—Initiatives that meet the
criteria described in paragraph (3)(D) in-
clude—

(i) increasing by-right uses, including du-
plex, triplex, quadplex, and multifamily
buildings, in areas of opportunity;

(ii) revising or eliminating off-street park-
ing requirements to reduce the cost of hous-
ing production;

(iii) revising minimum lot size require-
ments, floor area ratio requirements, set-
back requirements, building heights, and
bans or limits on construction to allow for
denser and more affordable development;

(iv) instituting incentives to promote
dense development;

(v) passing zoning overlays or other ordi-
nances that enable the development of
mixed-income housing;

(vi) streamlining regulatory requirements
and shortening processes, increasing code en-
forcement and permitting capacity, reform-
ing zoning codes, or other initiatives that re-

September 18, 2025

duce barriers to increasing housing supply
and affordability;

(vii) eliminating restrictions against ac-
cessory dwelling units and expanding their
by-right use;

(viii) using local tax incentives or public
financing to promote development of attain-
able housing;

(ix) streamlining environmental regula-
tions;

(x) eliminating unnecessary manufactured-
housing regulations and restrictions;

(xi) minimizing the impact of overburden-
some energy and water efficiency standards
on housing costs; and

(xii) other activities that reduce cost of
construction, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(5) GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make
not fewer than 25 grants on an annual basis
(unless amounts appropriated to provide
grant amounts consistent with subsection (b)
are insufficient, in which case fewer grants
may be awarded), with strong consideration
of different geographical areas and a rel-
atively even spread of rural, suburban, and
urban communities.

(B) LIMITATIONS ON AWARDS.—No grant
awarded under this paragraph may be—

(i) more than $10,000,000; or

(ii) less than $250,000.

(C) PRIORITY.—When awarding grants
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall
give priority to an eligible entity that has—

(i) demonstrated the use of innovative poli-
cies, interventions, or programs for increas-
ing housing supply, including adoption of
any of the frameworks developed under sec-
tion 203; and

(ii) demonstrated a marked improvement
in housing supply growth.

(D) GRANT ADMINISTRATION AND TERMS.—
Projects assisted under this section for ac-
tivities described in sector 23 of the North
American Industry Classification System
shall be treated as projects assisted under
the Community Development Block Grant
program under title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.).

(c) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed—

(1) to authorize the Secretary to mandate,
supersede, or preempt any local zoning or
land use policy; or

(2) to affect the requirements of section
105(c)(1) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National
Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12705(c)(1)).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this section
$200,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2027
through 2031.

(2) ADJUSTMENT.—The amount authorized
to be appropriated under paragraph (1) shall
be adjusted for inflation based on the Con-
sumer Price Index.

SEC. 5210. ACCELERATING HOME BUILDING ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘‘af-
fordable housing’ means housing for which
the total monthly housing cost payment is
not more than 30 percent of the monthly
household income for a household earning
not more than 80 percent of the area median
income.

(2) COVERED STRUCTURE.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered structure” means—

(A) a low-rise or mid-rise structure with
not more than 25 dwelling units; and

(B) includes—

(i) an accessory dwelling unit;

(ii) infill development;

(iii) a duplex;

(iv) a triplex;

(v) a fourplex;
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(vi) a cottage court;

(vii) a courtyard building;

(viii) a townhouse;

(ix) a multiplex; and

(x) any other structure with not less than
2 dwelling units that the Secretary considers
appropriate.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity’”’ means—

(A) a unit of general local government, as
defined in section 102(a) of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5302(a));

(B) a municipal membership organization;
and

(C) an Indian tribe, as defined in section
102(a) of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302(a)).

(4) HIGH OPPORTUNITY AREA.—The term
‘““high opportunity area’ has the meaning
given the term in section 1282.1 of title 12,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation.

(5) INFILL DEVELOPMENT.—The term ‘‘infill
development’ means residential develop-
ment on small parcels in previously estab-
lished areas for replacement by new or refur-
bished housing that utilizes existing utilities
and infrastructure.

(6) MIXED-INCOME HOUSING.—The term
“mixed-income housing’”’ means a housing
development that is comprised of housing
units that promote differing levels of afford-
ability in the community.

(7) PRE-REVIEWED DESIGNS.—The term ‘‘pre-
reviewed designs’, also known as pattern
books, means sets of construction plans that
are assessed and approved by localities for
compliance with local building and permit-
ting standards to streamline and expedite
approval pathways for housing construction.

(8) RURAL AREA.—The term ‘‘rural area’
means any area other than a city or town
that has a population of less than 50,000 in-
habitants.

(9) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may award
grants to eligible entities to select pre-re-
viewed designs of covered structures of
mixed-income housing for use in the jurisdic-
tion of the eligible entity, except that such
grant awards may not be used for construc-
tion, alteration, or repair work.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In reviewing applica-
tions submitted by eligible entities for a
grant under this section, the Secretary shall
consider—

(1) the need for affordable housing by the
eligible entity;

(2) the presence of high opportunity areas
in the jurisdiction of the eligible entity;

(3) coordination between the eligible entity
and a State agency; and

(4) coordination between the eligible entity
and State, local, and regional transportation
planning authorities.

(d) SET-ASIDE FOR RURAL AREAS.—Of the
amount made available in each fiscal year
for grants under this section, the Secretary
shall ensure that not less than 10 percent
shall be used for grants to eligible entities
that are located in rural areas.

(e) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall require
eligible entities receiving grants under this
section to report on—

(1) the impacts of the activities carried out
using the grant amounts in improving the
production and supply of affordable housing;

(2) the pre-reviewed designs selected using
the grant amounts in their communities;

(3) the number of permits issued for hous-
ing development utilizing pre-reviewed de-
signs; and

(4) the number of housing units produced
in developments utilizing the pre-reviewed
designs.
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(f) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall—

(1) to the extent possible, encourage local-
ities to make publicly available through a
website information on the pre-reviewed de-
signs selected and submitted to the Sec-
retary by eligible entities receiving grants
under this section, including information on
the benefits of use of those designs; and

(2) collect, identify, and disseminate best
practices regarding such designs and make
such information publicly available on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

(g) DESIGN ADOPTION AND REPAYMENT.—The
Secretary may require an eligible entity to
return to the Secretary any grant funds re-
ceived under this section if the selected pre-
reviewed designs submitted under this sec-
tion have not been adopted during the 5-year
period following receipt of the grant, unless
that period is extended by the Secretary.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to the Secretary such sums as
are necessary to carry out this section.

(2) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
may set aside not more than 5 percent of
amounts appropriated under paragraph (1) in
a fiscal year to provide technical assistance
to grant recipients under this section and
pre-grant technical assistance for prospec-
tive applicants.

SEC. 5211. BUILD MORE HOUSING NEAR TRANSIT
ACT.

Section 5309 of title 49, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (7); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(6) PRO-HOUSING POLICY.—The term ‘pro-
housing policy’—

‘““(A) means any adopted State or local pol-
icy that will remove regulatory barriers to
the construction or preservation of housing
units, including affordable housing units;
and

‘“(B) shall include any adopted State or
local policy that—

‘“(i) reduces or eliminates parking mini-
mums;

‘(i) establishes a by-right approval proc-
ess for housing under which land use devel-
opment approval is limited to determining
that the development meets objective zoning
and design standards that—

“(I) involve no subjective judgment by a
public official;

‘“(IT) are uniformly verifiable by reference
to an external and uniform benchmark or
criterion available to both the land use de-
veloper and the public official prior to sub-
mission; and

“(III) include only such standards as are
published and adopted by ordinance or reso-
lution by a jurisdiction before submission of
a development application;

‘“(iii) reduces or eliminates minimum lot
sizes;

‘‘(iv) eliminates or raises residential prop-
erty height limits or increases the number of
dwelling units permitted to be constructed
under a by-right approval process; or

‘“(v) carries out other policies as deter-
mined by the Secretary, in consultation with
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’;

(2) in subsection (g)(2), by adding at the
end the following:

(D) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF RAT-
ING FOR PROJECT JUSTIFICATION CRITERIA FOR
PRO-HOUSING POLICIES; CONSIDERATIONS.—In
evaluating and rating a project as a whole
for project justification under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary—
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‘(i) may increase 1 point on the 5-point
scale (high, medium-high, medium, medium-
low, or low) the rating of a project if the ap-
plicant submits documented evidence of pro-
housing policies for areas accessible to tran-
sit facilities along the project route; and

‘‘(ii) should consider whether the pro-hous-
ing policies documented by the applicant
will result, through new production and pres-
ervation, in an amount of housing units, in-
cluding housing units affordable below the
area median income, that is appropriate to
expected housing demand in the project area.

‘“(E) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
evaluation process that could lead to the in-
creased rating described in subparagraph
(D)), the Secretary shall consult with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’;

(3) in subsection (h)(6), by adding at the
end the following:

¢(C) ELIGIBILITY FOR ADJUSTMENT OF RAT-
ING FOR PROJECT JUSTIFICATION CRITERIA FOR
PRO-HOUSING POLICIES; CONSIDERATIONS.—In
evaluating and rating the benefits of a
project under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary—

‘(i) may increase the rating of a project if
the applicant submits documented evidence
of pro-housing policies for areas accessible to
transit facilities along the project route; and

‘“(ii) should consider whether the pro-hous-
ing policies documented by the applicant
will result, through new production and pres-
ervation, in an amount of housing units, in-
cluding housing units affordable below the
area median income, that is appropriate to
expected housing demand in the project area.

‘(D) CONSULTATION.—In developing the
evaluation process that could lead to the in-
creased rating described in subparagraph
(C)(), the Secretary shall consult with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”’; and

(4) in subsection (0)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) information concerning projects for
which the applicant submitted pro-housing
policies under subsection (g)(2)(D) or sub-
section (h)(6) and received an adjustment of
rating for project justification.”.

SEC. 5212. REVITALIZING EMPTY STRUCTURES
INTO DESIRABLE ENVIRONMENTS
(RESIDE) ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 227. REVITALIZING EMPTY STRUCTURES
INTO DESIRABLE ENVIRONMENTS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ATTAINABLE HOUSING.—The term ‘at-
tainable housing’ means housing that—

‘“(A) serves households earning not more
than 100 percent of the area median income,
if a majority of the housing units are afford-
able to households earning not more than 80
percent of the area median income; or

‘“(B) serves households earning not more
than 120 percent of the area median income,
if the majority of the housing units are af-
fordable to households earning not more
than 60 percent of the area median income.

¢“(2) CONVERTED HOUSING UNIT.—The term
‘converted housing unit’ means a housing
unit that is created using a covered grant.

‘“(3) COVERED GRANT.—The term ‘covered
grant’ means a grant awarded under the
Pilot Program.

‘“(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means a participating jurisdiction.
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‘‘(5) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘Pilot Pro-
gram’ means the Blighted Building to Hous-
ing Conversion Program carried out under
subsection (b).

‘(6) VACANT AND ABANDONED BUILDING.—
The term ‘vacant and abandoned building’
means a property—

‘““(A) that was constructed for use as a
warehouse, factory, mall, strip mall, or
hotel, or for another industrial or commer-
cial use; and

“(B)(1) with respect to which—

“(I) a code enforcement inspection has de-
termined that the property is not safe; and

“(II) not less than 90 days have elapsed
since the owner was notified of the defi-
ciencies in the property and the owner has
taken no corrective action; or

‘‘(ii) that is subject to a court-ordered re-
ceivership or nuisance abatement related to
abandonment pursuant to State or local law
or otherwise meets the definition of an aban-
doned property under State law.

‘““(b) GRANT PROGRAM.—For each of fiscal
years 2027 through 2031, if the amounts made
available to carry out the this subtitle ex-
ceed $1,350,000,000, the Secretary may use not
more than $100,000,000 of the excess amounts
to carry out a pilot program, to be known as
the ‘Blighted Building to Housing Conver-
sion Program’, under which the Secretary
awards grants on a competitive basis to eli-
gible entities to convert vacant and aban-
doned buildings into attainable housing.

“(c) AMOUNT OF GRANT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For any fiscal year for
which $100,000,000 is available to carry out
the Pilot Program pursuant to subsection
(b), the amount of a covered grant shall be
not less than $1,000,000 and not more than
$10,000,000.

‘“(2) FISCAL YEARS WITH LOWER FUNDING.—
For any fiscal year for which less than
$100,000,000 is available to carry out the Pilot
Program pursuant to subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall seek to maximize the number of
covered grants awarded.

“(d) RELATION TO FORMULA ALLOCATION.—A
covered grant awarded to an eligible entity
shall be in addition to, and shall not affect,
the formula allocation for the eligible entity
under section 217.

““(e) PRIORITY.—In awarding covered
grants, the Secretary shall give priority to
an eligible entity that—

‘(1) will use the covered grant in a commu-
nity that is experiencing economic distress;

‘“(2) will use the covered grant in a quali-
fied opportunity zone (as defined in section
1400Z-1(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986);

“(3) will use the covered grant to construct
housing that will serve a need identified in
the comprehensive housing affordability
strategy and community development plan
of the eligible entity under part 91 of title 24,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation (commonly referred to as a
‘consolidated plan’); or

‘“(4) has enacted ordinances to reduce regu-
latory barriers to conversion of vacant and
abandoned buildings to housing, which shall
not include any alteration of an ordinance
that governs safety and habitability.

“‘(f) USE OoF FUNDS.—An eligible entity may
use a covered grant for—

(1) property acquisition;

“(2) demolition;

‘“(3) health hazard remediation;

‘‘(4) site preparation;

““(5) construction, renovation, or rehabili-
tation; or

‘“(6) the establishment, maintenance, or ex-
pansion of community land trusts.

“(g) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—In administering
covered grants, the Secretary may waive, or
specify alternative requirements for, any
statute or regulation that the Secretary ad-
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ministers in connection with the obligation
by the Secretary or the use by eligible enti-
ties of covered grant funds (except for re-
quirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, or the envi-
ronment) if the Secretary makes a public
finding that good cause exists for the waiver
or alternative requirement.

“(h) STUDY; REPORT.—Not later than 180
days after the termination of the Pilot Pro-
gram, the Secretary shall study and submit
a report to Congress on the impact of the
Pilot Program on—

‘(1) improving the tax base of local com-
munities;

‘“(2) increasing access to affordable hous-
ing, especially for elderly individuals, dis-
abled individuals, and veterans;

‘(3) increasing homeownership; and

‘(4) removing blight.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents in section 1(b)
of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Afford-
able Housing Act (Public Law 101-625; 104
Stat. 4079) is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 226 the following:
‘“Sec. 227. Revitalizing empty structures

into desirable environments.”.
SEC. 5213. HOUSING AFFORDABILITY ACT.

(a) MULTIFAMILY LOAN LIMIT STUDY.—The
Commissioner of the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, shall conduct a study to
assess—

(1) whether current multifamily loan lim-
its for each multifamily mortgage insurance
program are set at appropriate amounts, in-
cluding to cover the cost of land and con-
struction;

(2) whether the Commissioner has suffi-
cient authority to set loan limits for each
multifamily mortgage insurance program at
appropriate amounts, including to cover the
cost of land and construction;

(3) the potential impacts of altering the
calculation of annual adjustments under sec-
tion 206A of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1712a) using the percentage change in
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Con-
sumers to instead use the percentage change
in the Price Deflator Index of Multifamily
Residential Units Under Construction re-
leased by the Bureau of the Census from
March of the previous year to March of the
year in which the adjustment is made, or a
combination thereof, including—

(A) the impact on the General Insurance
and Special Risk Insurance Fund;

(B) the availability of multifamily pur-
chase and construction lending;

(C) the impact on prices, including rental
prices, within the multifamily housing mar-
ket; and

(D) the impact on housing supply.

(b) REPORT.—The Commissioner of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration shall submit a
report to Congress within 180 days of enact-
ment of this Act summarizing its findings
under the study in subsection (a).

(c) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development may, in con-
sultation with the Commissioner of the Fed-
eral Housing Administration, conduct notice
and comment rulemaking to increase multi-
family loan limits in a manner that would
not exceed the following:

(1) With respect to insurance under section
207 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1713)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,665 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $92,664 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $110,682 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;
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(iv) $136,422 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $154,440 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $108,108 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,561 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $166,023 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $187,721.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(2) With respect to insurance under section
213 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715e)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $90,665.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $104,524 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $126,060 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $161,354.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $179,757.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $109,362 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,981 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $172,033.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $188,839 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(3) With respect to insurance under section
220 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1716k)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,6565 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $92,664 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $110,682 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $136,422 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $1564,440 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $96,525 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $108,108 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $132,561 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $161,023 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $187,721.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(4) With respect to insurance under section
221 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
17151)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,254.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $94,498.50 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $114,224 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $143,372 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $162,461 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—
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(i) $89,927 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $103,090 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $125,354 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $162,162 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $178,008.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(5) With respect to insurance under section
231 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715v)—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $83,254.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $94,498.50 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $114,224 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $143,372 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $162,461 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $89,927 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $103,090 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $125,354 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $162,162 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $178,008.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(6) With respect to insurance under section
234 of the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1715y )—

(A) for projects that do not consist of ele-
vator-type structures—

(i) $92,505.50 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $106,658 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $128,631.50 per family unit with two
bedrooms;

(iv) $164,648 per family unit with three bed-
rooms; and

(v) $183,425 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms; and

(B) for projects that consist of elevator-
type structures—

(i) $97,350 per family unit without a bed-
room;

(ii) $111,593 per family unit with one bed-
room;

(iii) $135,696 per family unit with two bed-
rooms;

(iv) $175,5644.50 per family unit with three
bedrooms; and

(v) $192,693.50 per family unit with four or
more bedrooms.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or the amendment made by this
section shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development to revise the statutory
exceptions for high-cost percentage and
high-cost areas annual indexing.

TITLE III—MANUFACTURED HOUSING FOR
AMERICA
SEC. 5301. HOUSING SUPPLY EXPANSION ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 603(6) of the Na-
tional Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5402(6)) is amended by striking ‘‘on a perma-
nent chassis’ and inserting ‘“‘with or without
a permanent chassis’.

(b) MANUFACTURED HOME CERTIFICATIONS.—
Section 604 of the National Manufactured
Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5403) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

(1) MANUFACTURED HoME
CATIONS.—

CERTIFI-
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—

‘““(A) INITIAL CERTIFICATION.—Subject to
subparagraph (B), not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of the Renewing Op-
portunity in the American Dream to Housing
Act of 2025, a State shall submit to the Sec-
retary an initial certification that the laws
and regulations of the State—

‘(i) treat any manufactured home in par-
ity with a manufactured home (as defined
and regulated by the State); and

‘“(ii) subject a manufactured home without
a permanent chassis to the same laws and
regulations of the State as a manufactured
home built on a permanent chassis, includ-
ing with respect to financing, title, insur-
ance, manufacture, sale, taxes, transpor-
tation, installation, and other areas as the
Secretary determines, after consultation
with and approval by the consensus com-
mittee, are necessary to give effect to the
purpose of this section.

‘“(B) STATE PLAN SUBMISSION.—Any State
plan submitted under subparagraph (C) shall
contain the required State certification
under subparagraph (A) and, if contained
therein, no additional or State certification
under subparagraph (A) or paragraph (3).

‘(C) EXTENDED DEADLINE.—With respect to
a State with a legislature that meets bienni-
ally, the deadline for the submission of the
initial certification required under subpara-
graph (A) shall be 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Renewing Opportunity in
the American Dream to Housing Act of 2025.

‘(D) LATE CERTIFICATION.—

‘“(i) No WAIVER.—The Secretary may not
waive the prohibition described in paragraph
(5)(B) with respect to a certification sub-
mitted after the deadline under subpara-
graph (A) or paragraph (3) unless the Sec-
retary approves the late certification.

‘(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed to prevent
a State from submitting the initial certifi-
cation required under subparagraph (A) after
the required deadline under that subpara-
graph.

““(2) FORM OF STATE CERTIFICATION NOT PRE-
SENTED IN A STATE PLAN.—The initial certifi-
cation required under paragraph (1)(A), if not
submitted with a State plan under paragraph
(1)(B), shall contain, in a form prescribed by
the Secretary, an attestation by an official
that the State has taken the steps necessary
to ensure the veracity of the certification re-
quired under paragraph (1)(A), including, as
necessary, by—

‘“(A) amending the definition of ‘manufac-
tured home’ in the laws and regulations of
the State; and

‘“(B) directing State agencies to amend the
definition of ‘manufactured home’ in regula-
tions.

“(3) ANNUAL RECERTIFICATION.—Not later
than a date to be determined by the Sec-
retary each year, a State shall submit to the
Secretary an additional certification that—

““(A) confirms the accuracy of the initial
certification submitted under subparagraph
(A) or (B) of paragraph (1); and

‘“(B) certifies that any new laws or regula-
tions enacted or adopted by the State since
the date of the previous certification does
not change the veracity of the initial certifi-
cation submitted under paragraph (1)(A).

‘“(4) L1sT.—The Secretary shall publish and
maintain in the Federal Register and on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development a list of States that are
up-to-date with the submission of initial and
subsequent certifications required under this
subsection.

‘“(5) PROHIBITION.—

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘covered manufactured home’ means a
home that is—
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‘(i) not considered a manufactured home
under the laws and regulations of a State be-
cause the home is constructed without a per-
manent chassis;

‘“(ii) considered a manufactured home
under the definition of the term in section
603; and

‘“(iii) constructed after the date of enact-
ment of the Renewing Opportunity in the
American Dream to Housing Act of 2025.

‘(B) BUILDING, INSTALLATION, AND SALE.—If
a State does not submit a certification under
paragraph (1)(A) or (3) by the date on which
those certifications are required to be sub-
mitted—

‘(i) with respect to a State in which the
State administers the installation of manu-
factured homes, the State shall prohibit the
manufacture, installation, or sale of a cov-
ered manufactured home within the State;
and

‘“(ii) with respect to a State in which the
Secretary administers the installation of
manufactured homes, the State and the Sec-
retary shall prohibit the manufacture, in-
stallation, or sale of a covered manufactured
home within the State.”.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL LLAWS REGULATING MAN-
UFACTURED HOMES.—The Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development may coordinate
with the heads of other Federal agencies to
ensure that Federal agencies treat a manu-
factured home (as defined in Federal laws
and regulations other than section 603 of the
National Manufactured Housing Construc-
tion and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5402)) in the same manner as a manu-
factured home (as defined in section 603 of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5402), as amended by this Act).

(d) ASSISTANCE TO STATES.—Section 609 of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5408) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) model guidance to support the submis-
sion of the certification required under sec-
tion 604(i).”.

(e) PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this section
or the amendments made by this section
shall be construed as limiting the scope of
Federal preemption under section 604(d) of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5403(d)).

SEC. 5302. MODULAR HOUSING PRODUCTION
ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MANUFACTURED HOME.—The term ‘‘man-
ufactured home’ has the meaning given the
term in section 603 of the National Manufac-
tured Housing Construction and Safety
Standards Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5402).

(2) MODULAR HOME.—The term ‘‘modular
home” means a home that is constructed in
a factory in 1 or more modules, each of
which meet applicable State and local build-
ing codes of the area in which the home will
be located, and that are transported to the
home building site, installed on foundations,
and completed.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) FHA CONSTRUCTION FINANCING PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a review of Federal Housing Adminis-
tration construction financing programs to
identify barriers to the use of modular home
methods.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the re-
view under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—
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(A) identify and evaluate regulatory and
programmatic features that restrict partici-
pation in construction financing programs
by modular home developers, including con-
struction draw schedules; and

(B) identify administrative measures au-
thorized under section 525 of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1735f-3) to facilitate
program utilization by modular home devel-
opers.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall publish a report that describes
the results of the review conducted under
paragraph (1), which shall include a descrip-
tion of programmatic and policy changes
that the Secretary recommends to reduce or
eliminate identified barriers to the use of
modular home methods in Federal Housing
Administration construction financing pro-
grams.

(4) RULEMAKING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date on which the Secretary pub-
lishes the report under paragraph (3), the
Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking to ex-
amine an alternative draw schedule for con-
struction financing loans provided to mod-
ular and manufactured home developers,
which shall include the ability for interested
stakeholders to provide robust public com-
ment.

(B) DETERMINATION.—Following the period
for public comment under subparagraph (A),
the Secretary shall—

(i) issue a final rule regarding an alter-
native draw schedule described in subpara-
graph (A); or

(ii) provide an explanation as to why the
rule shall not become final.

(c) STANDARDIZED UNIFORM COMMERCIAL
CODE FOR MODULAR HOMES.—

(1) AWARD.—The Secretary may award a
grant to study the design and feasibility of a
standardized uniform commercial code for
modular homes, which shall evaluate—

(A) the utility of a standardized coding
system for serializing and securing modules,
streamlining design and construction, and
improving modular home innovation; and

(B) a means to coordinate a standardized
code with financing incentives.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated such
funds as may be necessary to carry out para-
graph (1).

SEC. 5303. PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT AND MANU-
FACTURED HOUSING LOAN MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT.

(a) NATIONAL HOUSING ACT AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1703) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘con-
struction of additional or accessory dwelling
units, as defined by the Secretary,” after
‘“‘energy conserving improvements,’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

““(A) $75,000 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing alterations, repairs and improve-
ments upon or in connection with an exist-
ing single-family structure, including a man-
ufactured home;”’;

(IT) in subparagraph (B)—

(aa) by striking °$60,000” and inserting
°$150,000°’;

(bb) by striking °$12,000” and inserting
<$37,500"; and

(cc) by striking ‘‘an apartment house or’’;

(ITI) by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D)
and inserting the following:

“(C)(d) $106,405 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a single-section
manufactured home; and
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‘(ii) $195,322 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a multi-section
manufactured home;

‘(D)) $149,782 if made for the purpose of
financing the purchase of a single-section
manufactured home and a suitably developed
lot on which to place the home; and

“4(ii) $238,699 if made for the purpose of fi-
nancing the purchase of a multi-section
manufactured home and a suitably developed
lot on which to place the home;”’;

(IV) in subparagraph (E)—

(aa) by striking ‘$23,226”°
¢‘$43,377; and

(bb) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon;

(V) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(VI) in subparagraph (G), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(VII) by inserting after subparagraph (G)
the following:

‘“(H) such principal amount as the Sec-
retary may prescribe if made for the purpose
of financing the construction of an accessory
dwelling unit.”’;

(ii) in the matter immediately preceding
paragraph (2)—

(I) by striking ‘‘regulation” and inserting
‘“‘notice’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘increase’” and inserting
“‘set’’;

(III) by striking “(A){di), (C), (D), and (E)”
and inserting ‘“(A) through (H)"’;

(IV) by inserting ‘‘, or as necessary to
achieve the goals of the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, periodically reset the dollar
amount limitations in subparagraphs (A)
through (H) based on justification and meth-
odology set forth in advance by regulation”
before the period at the end; and

(V) by adjusting the margins
priately;

(iii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘ex-
ceeds—"’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘exceeds such
period of time as determined by the Sec-
retary, not to exceed 30 years.’’;

(iv) by striking paragraph (9) and inserting
the following:

“(9) ANNUAL INDEXING OF CERTAIN DOLLAR
AMOUNT LIMITATIONS.—The Secretary shall
develop or choose 1 or more methods of in-
dexing in order to annually set the loan lim-
its established in paragraph (1), based on
data the Secretary determines is appropriate
for purposes of this section.”’; and

(v) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘lease—"’
and all that follows through the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘lease meets the terms
and conditions established by the Sec-
retary’’.

(2) DEADLINE FOR DEVELOPMENT OR CHOICE
OF NEW INDEX; INTERIM INDEX.—

(A) DEADLINE FOR DEVELOPMENT OR CHOICE
OF NEW INDEX.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
shall develop or choose 1 or more methods of
indexing as required under section 2(b)(9) of
the National Housing Act (12 TU.S.C.
1703(b)(9)), as amended by paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(B) INTERIM INDEX.—During the period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this Act
and ending on the date on which the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
develops or chooses 1 or more methods of in-
dexing as required under section 2(b)(9) of
the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1703(b)(9)), as amended by paragraph (1) of
this subsection, the method of indexing es-
tablished by the Secretary under that sub-
section before the date of enactment of this
Act shall apply.

(b) HUD STUDY OF OFF-SITE CONSTRUC-
TION.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

and inserting

appro-
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(A) OFF-SITE CONSTRUCTION HOUSING.—The
term ‘‘off-site construction housing” in-
cludes manufactured homes and modular
homes.

(B) MANUFACTURED HOME.—The term ‘‘man-
ufactured home’” means any home con-
structed in accordance with the construction
and safety standards established under the
National Manufactured Housing Construc-
tion and Safety Standards Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5401 et seq.).

(C) MODULAR HOME.—The term ‘‘modular
home’ means a home that is constructed in
a factory in 1 or more modules, each of
which meet applicable State and local build-
ing codes of the area in which the home will
be located, and that are transported to the
home building site, installed on foundations,
and completed.

(2) STUDY.—The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall conduct a study
and submit to Congress a report on the cost
effectiveness of off-site construction hous-
ing, that includes—

(A) an analysis of the advantages of the
impact of centralization in a factory and
transportation to a construction site on cost,
precision, and materials waste;

(B) the extent to which off-site construc-
tion housing meets housing quality stand-
ards under the National Standards for the
Physical Inspection of Real Estate, or other
standards as the Secretary may prescribe,
compared to the extent for site-built homes,
for such standards;

(C) the expected replacement and mainte-
nance costs over the first 40 years of life of
off-site construction homes compared to
those costs for site-built homes; and

(D) opportunities for use beyond single-
family housing, such as applications in ac-
cessory dwelling units, two- to four-unit
housing, and large multifamily housing.

SEC. 5304. PRICE ACT.

Title I of the Housing and Community De-
velopment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.)
is amended—

(1) in section 105(a) (42 U.S.C. 5305(a)), in
the matter preceding paragraph (1), by strik-
ing ‘““Activities’ and inserting ‘‘Unless other-
wise authorized under section 123, activi-
ties”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 123. PRESERVATION AND REINVESTMENT
FOR COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL
INSTITUTION.—The term ‘community develop-
ment financial institution’ means an institu-
tion that has been certified as a community
development financial institution (as defined
in section 103 of the Riegle Community De-
velopment and Regulatory Improvement Act
of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702)) by the Secretary of
the Treasury.

¢“(2) ELIGIBLE MANUFACTURED HOUSING COM-
MUNITY.—The term ‘eligible manufactured
housing community’ means a manufactured
housing community that—

‘“(A) is affordable to low- and moderate-in-
come persons, as determined by the Sec-
retary, but not more than 120 percent of the
area median income; and

“(B)(1) is owned by the residents of the
manufactured housing community through a
resident-controlled entity such as a resident-
owned cooperative; or

‘‘(ii) will be maintained as such a commu-
nity, and remain affordable for low- and
moderate-income persons, to the maximum
extent practicable and for the longest period
feasible.

‘“(3) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘eligi-
ble recipient’ means—

““(A) an eligible manufactured housing
community;

‘“(B) a unit of general local government;
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‘(C) a housing authority;

‘(D) a resident-owned community;

‘“‘(E) a resident-owned cooperative;

“(F) a nonprofit entity with housing exper-
tise or a consortia of such entities;

“(G) a community development financial
institution;

‘‘(H) an Indian tribe;

“(I) a tribally designated housing entity;

“(J) a State; or

‘“(K) any other entity that is—

‘‘(i) an owner-operator of an eligible manu-
factured housing community; and

‘(ii) working with an eligible manufac-
tured housing community.

‘“(4) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian tribe’
has the meaning given the term ‘Indian
tribe’ in section 4 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

*“(5) MANUFACTURED HOUSING COMMUNITY.—
The term ‘manufactured housing commu-
nity’ means—

‘“(A) any community, court, park, or other
land under unified ownership developed and
accommodating or equipped to accommodate
the placement of manufactured homes,
where—

‘(i) spaces within such community are or
will be primarily used for residential occu-
pancy;

‘“(ii) all homes within the community are
used for permanent occupancy; and

‘‘(iil) a majority of such occupied spaces
within the community are occupied by man-
ufactured homes, which may include homes
constructed prior to enactment of the Manu-
factured Home Construction and Safety
Standards; or

‘(B) any community that meets the defini-
tion of manufactured housing community
used for programs similar to the program
under this section.

‘“(6) RESIDENT HEALTH, SAFETY, AND ACCES-
SIBILITY ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘resident
health, safety, and accessibility activities’
means the reconstruction, repair, or replace-
ment of manufactured housing and manufac-
tured housing communities to—

‘“(A) protect the health and safety of resi-
dents;

‘“(B) address weatherization and reduce
utility costs; or

“(C) address accessibility needs for resi-
dents with disabilities.

“(7) TRIBALLY DESIGNATED HOUSING ENTI-
TY.—The term ‘tribally designated housing
entity’ has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

‘“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall,
by notice, carry out a competitive grant pro-
gram to award funds to eligible recipients to
carry out eligible projects for development
of or improvements in eligible manufactured
housing communities.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE PROJECTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts from grants
under this section may be used for—

“(A) community infrastructure, facilities,
utilities, and other land improvements in or
serving an eligible manufactured housing
community;

‘(B) reconstruction or repair existing
housing within an eligible manufactured
housing community;

“(C) replacement of homes within an eligi-
ble manufactured housing community;

‘(D) planning;

‘““(E) resident health, safety, and accessi-
bility activities in homes in an eligible man-
ufactured housing community;

‘“(F) land and site acquisition and infra-
structure for expansion or construction of an
eligible manufactured housing community;
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(&) resident and community services, in-
cluding relocation assistance, eviction pre-
vention, and down payment assistance; and

‘‘(H) any other activity that—

‘“(i) is approved by the Secretary con-
sistent with the requirements under this sec-
tion;

‘(ii) improves the overall living conditions
of an eligible manufactured housing commu-
nity, which may include the addition or en-
hancement of shared spaces such as commu-
nity centers, recreational areas, or other fa-
cilities that support resident well-being and
community engagement; and

‘‘(iii) is necessary to protect the health and
safety of the residents of the eligible manu-
factured housing community and the long-
term affordability and sustainability of the
community.

‘“(2) REPLACEMENT.—For purposes of sub-
paragraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (1),
grants under this section—

‘“(A) may not be used for rehabilitation or
modernization of units that were built before
June 15, 1976; and

‘(B) may only be used for disposition and
replacement of units described in subpara-
graph (A), provided that any replacement
housing complies with the Manufactured
Home Construction and Safety Standards or
is another allowed home, as determined by
the Secretary.

‘“(d) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this section, the Secretary shall prioritize
applicants that will carry out activities that
primarily benefit low- and moderate-income
residents and preserve long-term housing af-
fordability for residents of eligible manufac-
tured housing communities.

‘“(e) WAIVERS.—The Secretary may waive
or specify alternative requirements for any
provision of law or regulation that the Sec-
retary administers in connection with use of
amounts made available under this section
other than requirements related to fair hous-
ing, nondiscrimination, labor standards, and
the environment, upon a finding that the
waiver or alternative requirement is not in-
consistent with the overall purposes of this
section and that the waiver or alternative
requirement is necessary to facilitate the
use of amounts made available under this
section.

“(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any grant made under
this section shall be made pursuant to cri-
teria for selection of recipients of such
grants that the Secretary shall by regulation
establish and publish together with any noti-
fication of availability of amounts under this
section.

‘(2) SET ASIDE OF GRANT AMOUNTS.—The
Secretary may set aside amounts provided
under this section for grants to Indian tribes
and tribally designated housing entities.

‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary such sums as may be necessary to
carry out this section.”.

TITLE IV—ACCESSING THE AMERICAN

DREAM
SEC. 5401. CREATING INCENTIVES FOR SMALL
DOLLAR LOAN ORIGINATORS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means
the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection.

(2) SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE.—The term
‘‘small dollar mortgage’ means a mortgage
loan having an original principal obligation
of not more than $100,000 that is—

(A) secured by real property designed for
the occupancy of between 1 and 4 families;
and

(B)(i) insured by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration under title II of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.);
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(ii) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Veterans Affairs;

(iii) made, guaranteed, or insured by the
Department of Agriculture; or

(iv) eligible to be purchased or securitized
by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Cor-
poration or the Federal National Mortgage
Association.

(b) REQUIREMENT REGARDING LOAN ORIGI-
NATOR COMPENSATION PRACTICES.—Not later
than 270 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Director shall submit to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on loan originator com-
pensation practices throughout the residen-
tial mortgage market, including the relative
frequency of loan originators being com-
pensated—

(1) with a salary;

(2) with a commission reflecting a fixed
percentage of the amount of credit extended;

(3) with a commission based on a factor
other than a fixed percentage of the amount
of credit extended;

(4) with a combination of salary and com-
mission;

(5) on a loan volume basis;

(6) with a commission reflecting a percent-
age of the amount of credit extended, for
which a minimum or maximum compensa-
tion amount is set; and

(7T by any other mechanism that the Direc-
tor may find to be a practice for compen-
sating mortgage loan originators, including
any mechanism that provides a loan origi-
nator with compensation in such a way that
the loan originator does not necessarily re-
ceive a lower level of compensation for origi-
nating a small dollar mortgage than the loan
originator would receive for originating a
mortgage loan that is not a small dollar
mortgage.

(c) CONTENTS.—The report required under
subsection (b) shall include—

(1) data and other analysis regarding the
effect of the approaches to loan originator
compensation described in subsection (b) on
the availability of small dollar mortgage
loans; and

(2) analysis and discussion regarding other
potential barriers to small dollar mortgage
lending.

(d) RULEMAKING.—Following the issuance
of the report required under subsection (b),
the Director may issue regulations to clarify
the forms of compensation a lender may use
to compensate a loan originator that—

(1) are permissible pursuant to section
129B(c) of the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1639b(c)); and

(2) would result in the loan originator re-
ceiving compensation for originating a small
dollar mortgage that is not less than the
compensation the loan originator would re-
ceive for originating a mortgage loan that is
not a small dollar mortgage.

SEC. 5402. SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE POINTS
AND FEES.

(a) SMALL DOLLAR MORTGAGE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘small dollar mort-
gage’”’ means a mortgage with an original
principal obligation of less than $100,000.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, in consultation with the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Director of the Federal Hous-
ing Finance Agency, shall evaluate the im-
pact of the existing thresholds under section
1026.43 of title 12, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, on small dollar mortgage originations.

(2) RULEMAKING.—Following the evaluation
required under paragraph (1), the Director of
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the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion may initiate rulemaking to amend the
limitations with respect to points and fees
under section 1026.43 of title 12, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, or any successor regula-
tion, to encourage additional lending for
small dollar mortgages.

SEC. 5403. APPRAISAL INDUSTRY IMPROVEMENT

ACT.

(a) APPRAISAL STANDARDS.—

(1) CERTIFICATION OR LICENSING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(g)(b) of the
National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)(5)) is
amended—

(i) by moving the paragraph two ems to the
left; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B)
and inserting the following:

“‘(A) be certified or licensed by the State in
which the property to be appraised is lo-
cated, except that a Federal employee who
has as their primary duty conducting ap-
praisal-related activities and who chooses to
become a State-licensed or certified real es-
tate appraiser need only to be licensed or
certified in 1 State or territory to perform
appraisals on mortgages insured by the Fed-
eral Housing Administration in all States
and territories;

“(B) meet the requirements under the com-
petency rule set forth in the Uniform Stand-
ards of Professional Appraisal Practice be-
fore accepting an assignment; and

‘“(C) have demonstrated verifiable edu-
cation in the appraisal requirements estab-
lished by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion under this subsection, which shall in-
clude the completion of a course or seminar
that educates appraisers on those appraisal
requirements, which shall be provided by—

‘(i) the Federal Housing Administration;
or

¢(ii) a third party, so long as the course is
approved by the Secretary or a State ap-
praiser certifying or licensing agency.”’.

(B) APPLICATION.—Subparagraph (C) of sec-
tion 202(g)(5) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(g2)(5)), as added by subparagraph
(A), shall not apply with respect to any cer-
tified appraiser approved by the Federal
Housing Administration to conduct apprais-
als on property securing a mortgage to be in-
sured by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion on or before the effective date under
paragraph (3)(C).

(2) COMPLIANCE WITH VERIFIABLE EDUCATION
AND COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS.—On and
after the effective date under paragraph
(3)(C), no appraiser may conduct an appraisal
on a property securing a mortgage to be in-
sured by the Federal Housing Administra-
tion unless—

(A) the appraiser is in compliance with the
requirements under subparagraphs (A) and
(B) of section 202(g)(5) of such Act (12 U.S.C.
1708(g)(5)), as amended by paragraph (1); and

(B) if the appraiser was not approved by
the Federal Housing Administration to con-
duct appraisals on mortgages insured by the
Federal Housing Administration before the
date on which the mortgagee letter or guid-
ance take effect under paragraph (3)(C), the
appraiser is in compliance with subpara-
graph (C) of such section 202(g)(5).

(3) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than the
240 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment shall issue a mortgagee letter or
guidance that shall—

(A) implement the amendments made by
paragraph (1);

(B) clearly set forth all of the specific re-
quirements under section 202(g)(5) of the Na-
tional Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(g)(5)), as
amended by paragraph (1), for approval to
conduct appraisals on property secured by a
mortgage to be insured by the Federal Hous-
ing Administration, which shall include—
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(i) providing that, before the effective date
of the mortgagee letter or guidance, compli-
ance with the requirements under subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C) of such section
202(g)(5), as amended by paragraph (1), shall
be considered to fulfill the requirements
under such subparagraphs; and

(ii) providing a method for appraisers to
demonstrate such prior compliance; and

(C) take effect not later than the date that
is 180 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary issues the mortgagee letter or guid-
ance.

(b) ANNUAL REGISTRY FEES FOR APPRAISAL
MANAGEMENT COMPANIES.—Section 1109(a) of
the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C.
3338(a)) is amended, in the matter following
clause (ii) of paragraph (4)(B), by adding at
the end the following: ‘“‘Subject to the ap-
proval of the Council, the Appraisal Sub-
committee may adjust fees established under
clause (i) or (ii) to carry out its functions
under this Act.”.

(¢) STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEES.—

(1) MAINTENANCE ON NATIONAL REGISTRY.—
Section 1103(a) of the Financial Institutions
Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement Act of
1989 (12 U.S.C. 3332(a)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘and State credentialed
trainee appraisers’ after ‘‘licensed apprais-
ers’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end;

(B) by striking paragraph (4);

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6)
as paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively; and

(D) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated—

(i) by striking ‘‘year. The report shall also
detail’”” and inserting ‘‘year, details’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘provide’” and inserting
‘“‘provides’’; and

(iii) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; and”’.

(2) ANNUAL REGISTRY FEES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 1109 of the Finan-
cial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3338) is
amended—

(i) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘OrR
LICENSED”’ and inserting ‘‘, LICENSED, AND
CREDENTIALED TRAINEE’’; and

(ii) in subsection (a)—

(I) in paragraph (1), by inserting ¢, and in
the case of a State with a supervisory or
trainee program, a roster listing individuals
who have received a State trainee creden-
tial” after ‘‘this title’’; and

(IT) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘(2) transmit reports on the issuance and
renewal of licenses, certifications, creden-
tials, sanctions, and disciplinary actions, in-
cluding license, credential, and certification
revocations, on a timely basis to the na-
tional registry of the Appraisal Sub-
committee;”.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by subparagraph (A) shall
require a State to establish or operate a pro-
gram for State credentialed trainee apprais-
ers, as defined in paragraph (12) of section
1121 of the Financial Institutions Reform,
Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989, as
added by paragraph (4) of this subsection.

(3) TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING THE SERVICES
OF A STATE CERTIFIED APPRAISER.—Section
1113 of the Financial Institutions Reform,
Recovery, and Enforcement Act of 1989 (12
U.S.C. 3342) is amended—

(A) by striking ““In determining’’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In determining’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) USE OF STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEE
APPRAISERS.—In performing an appraisal
under this section, a State certified ap-
praiser may use the assistance of a State
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credentialed trainee appraiser or an unli-
censed trainee appraiser, except that a State
certified appraiser assisted by a trainee shall
be liable for final work.”.

(4) DEFINITION.—Section 1121 of the Finan-
cial Institutions Reform, Recovery, and En-
forcement Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3350) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(12) STATE CREDENTIALED TRAINEE AP-
PRAISER.—The term ‘State credentialed
trainee appraiser’ means an individual who—

““(A) meets the minimum criteria estab-
lished by the Appraiser Qualification Board
for a trainee appraiser credential; and

‘(B) is credentialed by a State appraiser
certifying and licensing agency.’’.

(d) GRANTS FOR WORKFORCE AND TRAIN-
ING.—Section 1109(b) of the Financial Insti-
tutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement
Act of 1989 (12 U.S.C. 3338(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(2) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(7T) to make grants to State appraiser cer-
tifying and licensing agencies, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and institutions of higher edu-
cation to support the carrying out of edu-
cation and training activities or other ac-
tivities related to addressing appraiser in-
dustry workforce needs, including recruiting
and retaining workforce talent, such as
through scholarship assistance and career
pipeline development.”’.

(e) APPRAISAL SUBCOMMITTEE.—Section
1011 of the Federal Financial Institutions Ex-
amination Council Act of 1978 (12 U.S.C. 3310)
is amended, in the first sentence, by insert-
ing ‘““the Department of Veterans Affairs, the
Rural Housing Service of the Department of
Agriculture, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development,” after ‘‘Financial Pro-
tection,”.

SEC. 5404. HELPING MORE FAMILIES SAVE ACT.

Section 23 of the United States Housing
Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437u) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(p) ESCROW EXPANSION PILOT PROGRAM.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

‘““(A) COVERED FAMILY.—The term ‘covered
family’ means a family that receives assist-
ance under section 8 or 9 of this Act and is
enrolled in the pilot program.

‘(B) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means an entity described in sub-
section (c)(2).

“(C) PILOT PROGRAM.—The term ‘pilot pro-
gram’ means the pilot program established
under paragraph (2).

‘(D) WELFARE ASSISTANCE.—The term ‘wel-
fare assistance’ has the meaning given the
term in section 984.103 of title 24, Code of
Federal Regulations, or any successor regu-
lation.

‘(2) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a pilot program under which the
Secretary shall select not more than 25 eligi-
ble entities to establish and manage escrow
accounts for not more than 5,000 covered
families, in accordance with this subsection.

“‘(3) ESCROW ACCOUNTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity se-
lected to participate in the pilot program—

‘(i) shall establish an interest-bearing es-
crow account and place into the account an
amount equal to any increase in the amount
of rent paid by each covered family in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 3,
8(0), or 8(y), as applicable, that is attrib-
utable to increases in earned income by the
covered families during the participation of
each covered family in the pilot program;
and

‘(i) notwithstanding any other provision
of law, may use funds it controls under sec-
tion 8 or 9 for purposes of making the escrow
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deposit for covered families assisted under,
or residing in units assisted under, section 8
or 9, respectively, provided such funds are
offset by the increase in the amount of rent
paid by the covered family.

‘(B) INCOME LIMITATION.—An eligible enti-
ty may not escrow any amounts for any cov-
ered family whose adjusted income exceeds
80 percent of the area median income at the
time of enrollment.

‘“(C) WITHDRAWALS.—A covered family
shall be able to withdraw funds, including in-
terest earned, from an escrow account estab-
lished by an eligible entity under the pilot
program—

‘(i) after the covered family ceases to re-
ceive welfare assistance; and

“(ii)(I) not earlier than the date that is 5
years after the date on which the eligible en-
tity establishes the escrow account under
this subsection;

““(IT) not later than the date that is 7 years
after the date on which the eligible entity
establishes the escrow account under this
subsection, if the covered family chooses to
continue to participate in the pilot program
after the date that is 5 years after the date
on which the eligible entity establishes the
escrow account;

‘‘(IIT) on the date the covered family ceases
to receive housing assistance under section 8
or 9, if such date is earlier than 5 years after
the date on which the eligible entity estab-
lishes the escrow account;

“(IV) earlier than 5 years after the date on
which the eligible entity establishes the es-
crow account, if the covered family is using
the funds to advance a self-sufficiency goal
as approved by the eligible entity; or

(V) under other circumstances in which
the Secretary determines an exemption for
good cause is warranted.

‘(D) INTERIM RECERTIFICATION.—For pur-
poses of the pilot program, a covered family
may recertify the income of the covered fam-
ily multiple times per year, as determined
by the Secretary, and not fewer than once
per year.

‘‘(E) CONTRACT OR PLAN.—A covered family
is not required to complete a standard con-
tract of participation or an individual train-
ing and services plan in order to participate
in the pilot program.

‘“(4) EFFECT OF INCREASES IN FAMILY IN-
COME.—Any increase in the earned income of
a covered family during the enrollment of
the family in the pilot program may not be
considered as income or a resource for pur-
poses of eligibility of the family for other
benefits, or amount of benefits payable to
the family, under any program administered
by the Secretary.

““(5) APPLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity seek-
ing to participate in the pilot program shall
submit to the Secretary an application—

‘(i) at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
may require by notice; and

‘“(ii) that includes the number of proposed
covered families to be served by the eligible
entity under this subsection.

‘“(B) GEOGRAPHIC AND ENTITY VARIETY.—
The Secretary shall ensure that eligible enti-
ties selected to participate in the pilot pro-
gram—

‘(i) are located across various States and
in both urban and rural areas; and

‘“(ii) vary by size and type, including both
public housing agencies and private owners
of projects receiving project-based rental as-
sistance under section 8.

¢“(6) NOTIFICATION AND OPT-OUT.—An eligi-
ble entity participating in the pilot program
shall—

““(A) notify covered families of their enroll-
ment in the pilot program;
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“(B) provide covered families with a de-
tailed description of the pilot program, in-
cluding how the pilot program will impact
their rent and finances;

‘(C) inform covered families that the fami-
lies cannot simultaneously participate in the
pilot program and the Family Self-Suffi-
ciency program under this section; and

‘(D) provide covered families with the
ability to elect not to participate in the pilot
program—

‘(i) not less than 2 weeks before the date
on which the escrow account is established
under paragraph (3); and

‘“(ii) at any point during the duration of
the pilot program.

‘(7Y MAXIMUM RENTS.—During the term of
participation by a covered family in the
pilot program, the amount of rent paid by
the covered family shall be calculated under
the rental provisions of section 3 or 8(o), as
applicable.

““(8) PILOT PROGRAM TIMELINE.—

‘“(A) AWARDS.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall select the eligi-
ble entities to participate in the pilot pro-
gram.

‘“(B) ESTABLISHMENT AND TERM OF AC-
COUNTS.—An eligible entity selected to par-
ticipate in the pilot program shall—

‘(i) not later than 6 months after selec-
tion, establish escrow accounts under para-
graph (3) for covered families; and

‘(i) maintain those escrow accounts for
not less than 5 years, or until the date the
family ceases to receive assistance under
section 8 or 9, and, at the discretion of the
covered family, not more than 7 years after
the date on which the escrow account is es-
tablished.

¢“(9) NONPARTICIPATION AND HOUSING ASSIST-
ANCE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Assistance under sec-
tion 8 or 9 for a family that elects not to par-
ticipate in the pilot program shall not be de-
layed or denied by reason of such election.

‘(B) NO TERMINATION.—Housing assistance
may not be terminated as a consequence of
participating, or not participating, in the
pilot program under this subsection for any
period of time.

‘“(10) STUDY.—Not later than 8 years after
the date the Secretary selects eligible enti-
ties to participate in the pilot program
under this subsection, the Secretary shall
conduct a study and submit to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives a report on outcomes for covered fami-
lies under the pilot program, which shall
evaluate the effectiveness of the pilot pro-
gram in assisting families to achieve eco-
nomic independence and self-sufficiency, and
the impact coaching and supportive services,
or the lack thereof, had on individual in-
comes.

‘“(11) WAIVERS.—To allow selected eligible
entities to effectively administer the pilot
program and make the required escrow ac-
count deposits under this subsection, the
Secretary may waive requirements under
this section.

“(12) TERMINATION.—The pilot program
under this subsection shall terminate on the
date that is 10 years after the date of enact-
ment of this subsection.

““(13) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary for fiscal
yvear 2026 such sums as may be necessary—

‘(i) for technical assistance related to im-
plementation of the pilot program; and

‘“(ii) to carry out an evaluation of the pilot
program under paragraph (10).
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“(B) AVAILABILITY.—Any amounts appro-
priated under this subsection shall remain
available until expended.”’.

SEC. 5405. CHOICE IN AFFORDABLE HOUSING
ACT.

(a) SATISFACTION OF INSPECTION REQUIRE-
MENTS THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN OTHER
HOUSING PROGRAMS.—Section 8(0)(8) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)(8)), as amended by section 101(a) of
the Housing Opportunity Through Mod-
ernization Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-201; 130
Stat. 783), is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(I) SATISFACTION OF INSPECTION REQUIRE-
MENTS THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN OTHER
HOUSING PROGRAMS.—

‘(1) LOW-INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT-FI-
NANCED BUILDINGS.—A dwelling unit shall be
deemed to meet the inspection requirements
under this paragraph if—

“(I) the dwelling unit is in a building, the
acquisition, rehabilitation, or construction
of which was financed by a person who re-
ceived a low-income housing tax credit under
section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 in exchange for that financing;

“(IT) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection as part of the
low-income housing tax credit program de-
scribed in subclause (I) during the preceding
12-month period; and

‘‘(IIT) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

‘(i) HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PRO-
GRAM.—A dwelling shall be deemed to meet
the inspection requirements under this para-
graph if—

“(I) the dwelling unit is assisted under the
HOME Investment Partnerships Program
under title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12721 et seq.);

‘“(ITI) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection as part of the
program described in subclause (I) during the
preceding 12-month period; and

“‘(IIT) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

¢(iii) RURAL HOUSING SERVICE.—A dwelling
unit shall be deemed to meet the inspection
requirements under this paragraph if—

“(I) the dwelling unit is assisted by the
Rural Housing Service of the Department of
Agriculture;

“(IT) the dwelling unit was physically in-
spected and passed inspection in connection
with the assistance described in subclause (I)
during the preceding 12-month period; and

‘“(III) the applicable public housing agency
is able to obtain the results of the inspection
described in subclause (II).

“(iv) REMOTE OR VIDEO INSPECTIONS.—When
complying with inspection requirements for
a housing unit located in a rural or small
area using assistance under this subtitle, the
Secretary may allow a grantee to conduct a
remote or video inspection of a unit.

“(v) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) shall be construed
to affect the operation of a housing program
described in, or authorized under a provision
of law described in, that clause.”.

(b) PRE-APPROVAL OF TUNITS.—Section
8(0)(8)(A) of the United States Housing Act
of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437£(0)(8)(A)) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“(iv) INITIAL INSPECTION PRIOR TO LEASE
AGREEMENT.—

‘(I) DEFINITION.—In this clause, the term
‘new landlord’ means an owner of a dwelling
unit who has not previously entered into a
housing assistance payment contract with a
public housing agency under this subsection
for any dwelling unit.
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“(IT) EARLY INSPECTION.—Upon the request
of a new landlord, a public housing agency
may inspect the dwelling unit owned by the
new landlord to determine whether the unit
meets the housing quality standards under
subparagraph (B) before the unit is selected
by a tenant assisted under this subsection.

‘“(III) EFFECT.—An inspection conducted
under subclause (II) that determines that the
dwelling unit meets the housing quality
standards under subparagraph (B) shall sat-
isfy this subparagraph and subparagraph (C)
if the new landlord enters into a lease agree-
ment with a tenant assisted under this sub-
section not later than 60 days after the date
of the inspection.

“(IV) INFORMATION WHEN FAMILY IS SE-
LECTED.—When a public housing agency se-
lects a family to participate in the tenant-
based assistance program under this sub-
section, the public housing agency shall in-
clude in the information provided to the
family a list of dwelling units that have been
inspected under subclause (II) and deter-
mined to meet the housing quality standards
under subparagraph (B).”.

TITLE V—PROGRAM REFORM
SEC. 5501. REFORMING DISASTER RECOVERY
ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

(2) FUND.—The term ‘“Fund” means the
Long-Term Disaster Recovery Fund estab-
lished under subsection (c).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) DUTIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The offices and officers of
the Department shall be responsible for—

(A) leading and coordinating the disaster-
related responsibilities of the Department
under the National Response Framework,
the National Disaster Recovery Framework,
and the National Mitigation Framework;

(B) coordinating and administering pro-
grams, policies, and activities of the Depart-
ment related to disaster relief, long-term re-
covery, resiliency, and mitigation, including
disaster recovery assistance under title I of
the Housing and Community Development
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.);

(C) supporting disaster-impacted commu-
nities as those communities specifically as-
sess, plan for, and address the housing stock
and housing needs in the transition from
emergency shelters and interim housing to
permanent housing of those displaced, espe-
cially among vulnerable populations and ex-
tremely low-, low-, and moderate-income
households;

(D) collaborating with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and the Small
Business Administration and across the De-
partment to align disaster-related regula-
tions and policies, including incorporation of
consensus-based codes and standards and in-
surance purchase requirements, and ensuring
coordination and reducing duplication
among other Federal disaster recovery pro-
grams;

(E) promoting best practices in mitigation
and resilient land use planning;

(F) coordinating technical assistance, in-
cluding mitigation, resiliency, and recovery
training and information on all relevant
legal and regulatory requirements, to enti-
ties that receive disaster recovery assistance
under title I of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et
seq.) that demonstrate capacity constraints;
and

(G) supporting State, Tribal, and local gov-
ernments in developing, coordinating, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

maintaining their capacity for disaster resil-
ience and recovery and developing pre-dis-
aster recovery and hazard mitigation plans,
in coordination with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and other Federal agen-
cies.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF DIS-
ASTER MANAGEMENT AND RESILIENCY.—Sec-
tion 4 of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3533) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) OFFICE OF DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND
RESILIENCY.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established,
in the Office of the Secretary, the Office of
Disaster Management and Resiliency.

‘“(2) DuTiEs.—The Office of Disaster Man-
agement and Resiliency shall—

‘“(A) be responsible for oversight and co-
ordination of all departmental disaster pre-
paredness and response responsibilities; and

“(B) coordinate with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, the Small Busi-
ness Administration, and the Office of Com-
munity Planning and Development and other
offices of the Department in supporting re-
covery and resilience activities to provide a
comprehensive approach in working with
communities.”.

(©) LONG-TERM
FUND.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Treasury of the United States an ac-
count to be known as the Long-Term Dis-
aster Recovery Fund.

(2) DEPOSITS, TRANSFERS, AND CREDIT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fund shall consist of
amounts appropriated, transferred, and cred-
ited to the Fund.

(B) TRANSFERS.—The following may be
transferred to the Fund:

(1) Amounts made available through sec-
tion 106(c)(4) of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5306(c)(4))
as a result of actions taken under section
104(e), 111, or 124(j) of such Act.

(ii) Any unobligated balances available
until expended remaining or subsequently
recaptured from amounts appropriated for
any disaster and related purposes under the
heading ‘‘Community Development Fund’ in
any Act prior to the establishment of the
Fund.

(C) USE OF TRANSFERRED AMOUNTS.—
Amounts transferred to the Fund shall be
used for the eligible uses described in para-
graph (3).

(3) ELIGIBLE USES OF FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Fund
shall be available—

(i) to provide assistance in the form of
grants under section 124 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d); and

(ii) for activities of the Department that
support the provision of such assistance, in-
cluding necessary salaries and expenses, in-
formation technology, and capacity building,
technical assistance, and pre-disaster readi-
ness.

(B) SET ASIDE.—Of each amount appro-
priated for or transferred to the Fund, 3 per-
cent shall be made available for activities
described in subparagraph (A)(ii), which
shall be in addition to other amounts made
available for those activities.

(C) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—With respect to
amounts made available for use in accord-
ance with subparagraph (B)—

(i) amounts may be transferred to the ac-
count under the heading for ‘‘Program Of-
fices—Salaries and Expenses—Community
Planning and Development’, or any suc-
cessor account, for the Department to carry
out activities described in paragraph (1)(B);
and

(ii) amounts may be used for the activities
described in subparagraph (A)(ii) and for the
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administrative costs of administering any
funds appropriated to the Department under
the heading ‘“Community Planning and De-
velopment—Community Development Fund”
for any major disaster declared under section
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5170) in any Act before the establishment of
the Fund.

(D) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Not less than one-tenth of
1 percent of each series of awards the Sec-
retary makes from the Fund shall be trans-
ferred to the account under the heading ‘‘Of-
fice of Inspector General” for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development to
support audit activities and to investigate
grantee noncompliance with program re-
quirements and waste, fraud, and abuse as a
result of appropriations made available
through the Fund.

(ii) AVAILABILITY.—Funding under clause
(i) shall not be made available to the Office
of Inspector General until 90 days after the
date on which the grantee plan or supple-
mental plan for the grantee is approved by
the Secretary under subsection (c) or (£)(3)(C)
of section 124 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as added by sub-
section (d), is approved by the Secretary.

(4) INTERCHANGEABILITY OF PRIOR ADMINIS-
TRATIVE AMOUNTS.—Any amounts appro-
priated in any Act prior to the establishment
of the Fund and transferred to the account
under the heading ‘‘Program Offices—Sala-
ries and Expenses—Community Planning and
Development’’, or any predecessor account,
for the Department for the costs of admin-
istering funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment under the heading ‘‘Community Plan-
ning and Development—Community Devel-
opment Fund” for any major disaster de-
clared under section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) shall be avail-
able for the costs of administering any such
funds provided by any prior or future Act,
notwithstanding the purposes for which
those amounts were appropriated and in ad-
dition to any amount provided for the same
purposes in other appropriations Acts.

(5) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts
appropriated, transferred, and credited to
the Fund shall remain available until ex-
pended.

(6) FORMULA ALLOCATION.—Use of amounts
in the Fund for grants shall be made by for-
mula allocation in accordance with the re-
quirements of section 124(a) of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(7) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Fund such sums as may be necessary to
respond to current or future major disasters
declared under section 401 of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5179) for grants under
section 124 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974, as added by sub-
section (d).

(d) ESTABLISHMENT OF CDBG DISASTER RE-
COVERY PROGRAM.—Title I of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42
U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), as amended by this Act,
is amended—

(1) in section 102(a) (42 U.S.C. 5302(a))—

(A) in paragraph (20)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C);

(ii) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated,
by inserting ‘‘or (B)” after ‘‘subparagraph
(A)”’; and

(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
the following:

‘(B) The term ‘persons of extremely low
income’ means families and individuals
whose income levels do not exceed household



September 18, 2025

income levels determined by the Secretary
under section 3(b)(2) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(b)(2)(C)),
except that the Secretary may provide alter-
native definitions for the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, Guam, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, the United
States Virgin Islands, and American
Samoa.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(26) The term ‘major disaster’ has the
meaning given the term in section 102 of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122).”’;

(2) in section 106(c)(4) (42 U.S.C. 5306(c)(4))—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking ‘‘declared by the President
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act’’;

(ii) inserting ‘‘States for use in nonentitle-
ment areas and to’’ before ‘“‘metropolitan cit-
ies”’; and

(iii) inserting ‘‘major’’ after ‘‘affected by
the’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) by striking ‘‘metropolitan city or’ and
inserting ‘‘State, metropolitan city, or’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘city or county’ and in-
serting ‘‘State, city, or county’’; and

(iii) by inserting ‘‘major’’ before
aster’’;

(C) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘met-
ropolitan cities and” and inserting ‘‘States,
metropolitan cities, and’’;

(D) in subparagraph (F)—

(i) by striking ‘‘metropolitan city or’ and
inserting ‘‘State, metropolitan city, or’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘“‘major’’ before ‘‘disaster’’;
and

(E) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘“‘met-
ropolitan city or”’ and inserting ‘‘State, met-
ropolitan city, or’’;

(3) in section 122 (42 U.S.C. 5321), by strik-
ing ‘‘disaster under title IV of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act” and inserting ‘‘major dis-
aster’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 124. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT DISASTER RECOVERY PRO-
GRAM.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION, FORMULA, AND ALLO-
CATION.—

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary is au-
thorized to make community development
block grant disaster recovery grants from
the Long-Term Disaster Recovery Fund es-
tablished under section 501(c) of the Renew-
ing Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025 (hereinafter referred to
as the ‘Fund’) for necessary expenses for ac-
tivities authorized under subsection (f)(1) re-
lated to disaster relief, long-term recovery,
restoration of housing and infrastructure,
economic revitalization, and mitigation in
the most impacted and distressed areas re-
sulting from a catastrophic major disaster.

‘“(2) GRANT AWARDS.—Grants shall be
awarded under this section to States, units
of general local government, and Indian
tribes based on capacity and the concentra-
tion of damage, as determined by the Sec-
retary, to support the efficient and effective
administration of funds.

‘“(3) SECTION 106 ALLOCATIONS.—Grants
under this section shall not be considered
relevant to the formula allocations made
pursuant to section 106.

‘‘(4) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary shall issue a notice in the Fed-
eral Register containing the latest formula
allocation methodologies used to determine
the total estimate of unmet needs related to
housing, economic revitalization, and infra-
structure in the most impacted and dis-

“dis-
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tressed areas resulting from a catastrophic
major disaster.

‘(B) PUBLIC COMMENT.—If the Secretary
has not already requested public comment
on the formula described in the notice re-
quired by subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall solicit public comments on—

‘“(i) the methodologies described in sub-
paragraph (A) and seek alternative methods
for formula allocation within a similar total
amount of funding;

‘‘(i1) the impact of formula methodologies
on rural areas and Tribal areas;

‘(iii) adjustments to improve targeting to
the most serious needs;

“(iv) objective criteria for grantee capac-
ity and concentration of damage to inform
grantee determinations and minimum allo-
cation thresholds; and

‘“(v) research and data to inform an addi-
tional amount to be provided for mitigation
depending on type of disaster, which shall be
up to 18 percent of the total estimate of
unmet needs.

““(5) REGULATIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, by
regulation, establish a formula to allocate
assistance from the Fund to the most im-
pacted and distressed areas resulting from a
catastrophic major disaster.

‘“(B) FORMULA REQUIREMENTS.—The for-
mula established under subparagraph (A)
shall—

‘(i) set forth criteria to determine that a
major disaster is catastrophic, which criteria
shall consider the presence of a high con-
centration of damaged housing or businesses
that individual, State, Tribal, and local re-
sources could not reasonably be expected to
address without additional Federal assist-
ance or other nationally encompassing data
that the Secretary determines are adequate
to assess relative impact and distress across
geographic areas;

‘(ii) include a methodology for identifying
most impacted and distressed areas, which
shall consider unmet serious needs related to
housing, economic revitalization, and infra-
structure;

‘“(iii) include an allocation calculation
that considers the unmet serious needs re-
sulting from the catastrophic major disaster
and an additional amount up to 18 percent
for activities to reduce risks of loss resulting
from other natural disasters in the most im-
pacted and distressed area, primarily for the
benefit of low- and moderate-income persons,
with particular focus on activities that re-
duce repetitive loss of property and critical
infrastructure; and

‘“(iv) establish objective criteria for peri-
odic review and updates to the formula to re-
flect changes in available data.

¢(C) MINIMUM ALLOCATION THRESHOLD.—The
Secretary shall, by regulation, establish a
minimum allocation threshold.

‘(D) INTERIM ALLOCATION.—Until such time
that the Secretary issues final regulations
under this paragraph, the Secretary shall—

‘(i) allocate assistance from the Fund
using the formula allocation methodology
published in accordance with paragraph (4);
and

‘“(ii) include an additional amount for
mitigation of up to 18 percent of the total es-
timate of unmet need.

¢“(6) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

‘(i) except as provided in clause (ii), not
later than 90 days after the President de-
clares a major disaster, use best available
data to determine whether the major dis-
aster is catastrophic and qualifies for assist-
ance under the formula described in para-
graph (4) or (5), unless data is insufficient to
make this determination; and

‘“(ii) if the best available data is insuffi-
cient to make the determination required
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under clause (i) within the 90-day period de-
scribed in that clause, the Secretary shall
determine whether the major disaster quali-
fies when sufficient data becomes available,
but in no case shall the Secretary make the
determination later than 120 days after the
declaration of the major disaster.

‘“(B) ANNOUNCEMENT OF ALLOCATION.—If
amounts are available in the Fund at the
time the Secretary determines that the
major disaster is catastrophic and qualifies
for assistance under the formula described in
paragraph (4) or (5), the Secretary shall im-
mediately announce an allocation for a grant
under this section.

“(C) ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.—If additional
amounts are appropriated to the Fund after
amounts are allocated under subparagraph
(B), the Secretary shall announce an alloca-
tion or additional allocation (if a prior allo-
cation under subparagraph (B) was less than
the formula calculation) within 15 days of
any such appropriation.

“(7T) PRELIMINARY FUNDING.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—To speed recovery, the
Secretary is authorized to allocate and
award preliminary grants from the Fund be-
fore making a determination under para-
graph (6)(A) if the Secretary projects, based
on a preliminary assessment of impact and
distress, that a major disaster is cata-
strophic and would likely qualify for funding
under the formula described in paragraph (4)
or (b).

“(B) AMOUNT.—

‘(1) MAXIMUM.—The Secretary may award
preliminary funding under subparagraph (A)
in an amount that is not more than
$5,000,000.

‘‘(ii) SLIDING SCALE.—The Secretary shall,
by regulation, establish a sliding scale for
preliminary funding awarded under subpara-
graph (A) based on the size of the prelimi-
nary assessment of impact and distress.

‘(C) USE OF FUNDS.—The uses of prelimi-
nary funding awarded under subparagraph
(A) shall be limited to eligible activities
that—

“(i) in the determination of the Secretary,
will support faster recovery, improve the
ability of the grantee to assess unmet recov-
ery needs, plan for the prevention of im-
proper payments, and reduce fraud, waste,
and abuse; and

‘(ii) may include evaluating the interim
housing, permanent housing, and supportive
service needs of the disaster impacted com-
munity, with special attention to vulnerable
populations, such as homeless and low- to
moderate-income households, to inform the
grantee action plan required under sub-
section (c).

¢(D) CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING.—Prelimi-
nary funding awarded under subparagraph
(A)—

‘(i) is not subject to the certification re-
quirements of subsection (h)(1); and

‘“(ii) shall not be considered when calcu-
lating the amount of the grant used for ad-
ministrative costs, technical assistance, and
planning activities that are subject to the
requirements under subsection (£)(2).

‘“(E) WAIVER.—To expedite the use of pre-
liminary funding for activities described in
this paragraph, the Secretary may waive or
specify alternative requirements to the re-
quirements of this section in accordance
with subsection (i).

“(F) AMENDED AWARD.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An award for preliminary
funding under subparagraph (A) may be
amended to add any subsequent amount
awarded because of a determination by the
Secretary that a major disaster is cata-
strophic and qualifies for assistance under
the formula.

““(ii) APPLICABILITY.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (D), amounts provided by an
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amendment under clause (i) are subject to
the requirements under subsections (f)(1) and
(h)(1) and other requirements on grant funds
under this section.

‘(G) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Concurrent
with the allocation of any preliminary fund-
ing awarded under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall assign or provide technical as-
sistance to the recipient of the grant.

*“(b) INTERCHANGEABILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to approve the use of grants under this
section to be used interchangeably and with-
out limitation for the same activities in the
most impacted and distressed areas resulting
from a declaration of another catastrophic
major disaster that qualifies for assistance
under the formula established under para-
graph (4) or (5) of subsection (a) or a major
disaster for which the Secretary allocated
funds made available under the heading
‘Community Development Fund’ in any Act
prior to the establishment of the Fund.

‘“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall
establish requirements to expedite the use of
grants under this section for the purpose de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

‘(3) EMERGENCY DESIGNATION.—Amounts
repurposed pursuant to this subsection that
were previously designated by Congress as an
emergency requirement pursuant to the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985 or a concurrent resolution on the
budget are designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14
(117th Congress), the concurrent resolution
on the budget for fiscal year 2022, and to leg-
islation establishing fiscal year 2026 budget
enforcement in the House of Representa-
tives.

‘‘(c) GRANTEE PLANS.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the Secretary an-
nounces a grant allocation under this sec-
tion, unless an extension is granted by the
Secretary, the grantee shall submit to the
Secretary a plan for approval describing—

““(A) the activities the grantee will carry
out with the grant under this section;

‘(B) the criteria of the grantee for award-
ing assistance and selecting activities;

‘(C) how the use of the grant under this
section will address disaster relief, long-term
recovery, restoration of housing and infra-
structure, economic revitalization, and miti-
gation in the most impacted and distressed
areas;

‘(D) how the use of the grant funds for
mitigation is consistent with hazard mitiga-
tion plans submitted to the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency under section 322
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5165);

‘““(E) the estimated amount proposed to be
used for activities that will benefit persons
of low and moderate income;

‘“(F') how the use of grant funds will repair
and replace existing housing stock for vul-
nerable populations, including low- to mod-
erate-income households;

“(G) how the grantee will address the pri-
orities described in paragraph (5);

‘““(H) how uses of funds are proportional to
unmet needs, as required under paragraph
(6);

“(I) for State grantees that plan to dis-
tribute grant amounts to units of general
local government, a description of the meth-
od of distribution; and

“(J) such other information as may be de-
termined by the Secretary in regulation.

¢“(2) PUBLIC CONSULTATION.—To permit pub-
lic examination and appraisal of the plan de-
scribed in paragraph (1), to enhance the pub-
lic accountability of grantee, and to facili-
tate coordination of activities with different
levels of government, when developing the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

plan or substantial amendments proposed to
the plan required under paragraph (1), a
grantee shall—

‘‘(A) publish the plan before adoption;

‘(B) provide citizens, affected units of gen-
eral local government, and other interested
parties with reasonable notice of, and oppor-
tunity to comment on, the plan, with a pub-
lic comment period of not less than 14 days;

‘(C) consider comments received before
submission to the Secretary;

‘(D) follow a citizen participation plan for
disaster assistance adopted by the grantee
that, at a minimum, provides for participa-
tion of residents of the most impacted and
distressed area affected by the major dis-
aster that resulted in the grant under this
section and other considerations established
by the Secretary; and

‘(E) undertake any consultation with in-
terested parties as may be determined by the
Secretary in regulation.

‘“(3) APPROVAL.—The Secretary shall—

‘“(A) by regulation, specify criteria for the
approval, partial approval, or disapproval of
a plan submitted under paragraph (1), includ-
ing approval of substantial amendments to
the plan;

‘“(B) review a plan submitted under para-
graph (1) upon receipt of the plan;

‘“(C) allow a grantee to revise and resubmit
a plan or substantial amendment to a plan
under paragraph (1) that the Secretary dis-
approves;

‘(D) by regulation, specify criteria for
when the grantee shall be required to provide
the required revisions to a disapproved plan
or substantial amendment under paragraph
(1) for public comment prior to resubmission
of the plan or substantial amendment to the
Secretary; and

‘“(E) approve, partially approve, or dis-
approve a plan or substantial amendment
under paragraph (1) not later than 60 days
after the date on which the plan or substan-
tial amendment is received by the Secretary.

‘“(4) LOW- AND MODERATE-INCOME OVERALL
BENEFIT.—

““(A) USE OF FUNDS.—Not less than 70 per-
cent of a grant made under this section shall
be used for activities that benefit persons of
low and moderate income unless the Sec-
retary—

‘(i) specifically finds that—

‘“(I) there is compelling need to reduce the
percentage for the grant; and

‘“(IT) the housing needs of low- and mod-
erate-income persons have been addressed;
and

‘‘(i1) issues a waiver and alternative re-
quirement specific to the grant pursuant to
subsection (i) to lower the percentage.

‘(B) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall,
by regulation, establish protocols that re-
flect the required use of funds under subpara-
graph (A), including persons with extremely
and very low incomes.

‘“(5) PRIORITIZATION.—The grantee shall
prioritize activities that—

““(A) assist persons with extremely low-,
low-, and moderate-incomes and other vul-
nerable populations to better recover from
and withstand future disasters;

‘“(B) address housing needs arising from a
disaster, or those needs present prior to a
disaster, including the needs of both renters
and homeowners;

‘(C) prolong the life of housing and infra-
structure;

‘(D) use cost-effective means of preventing
harm to people and property and incorporate
protective features and redundancies; and

‘‘(E) other measures that will assure the
continuation of critical services during fu-
ture disasters.

‘“(6) PROPORTIONAL ALLOCATION.—For each
specific disaster, a grantee under this section
shall allocate grant funds proportional to
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unmet needs between housing activities for
renters and homeowners, economic revital-
ization, and infrastructure unless the Sec-
retary specifically finds that—

‘““(A) there is a compelling need for a dis-
proportional allocation among those unmet
needs; and

‘“(B) the disproportional allocation de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) is not incon-
sistent with the requirements under para-
graph (4).

“(7T) DISASTER RISK MITIGATION.—

‘““(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘hazard-prone areas’—

‘(i) means areas identified by the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, at risk from natural hazards
that threaten property damage or health,
safety, and welfare, such as floods, wildfires
(including Wildland-Urban Interface areas),
earthquakes, lava inundation, tornados, and
high winds; and

‘(i) includes areas having special flood
hazards as identified under the Flood Dis-
aster Protection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4002 et
seq.) or the National Flood Insurance Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.).

‘“(B) HAZARD-PRONE AREAS.—The Secretary,
in consultation with the Administrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, shall establish minimum construction
standards, insurance purchase requirements,
and other requirements for the use of grant
funds in hazard-prone areas.

¢“(C) SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARDS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For the areas described
in subparagraph (A)(ii), the insurance pur-
chase requirements established under sub-
paragraph (B) shall meet or exceed the re-
quirements under section 102(a) of the Flood
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C.
4012a(a)).

‘(i) TREATMENT AS FINANCIAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—AIll grants under this section shall be
treated as financial assistance for purposes
of section 3(a)(3) of the Flood Disaster Pro-
tection Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C. 4003(2)(3)).

(D) CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE RISKS.—The
Secretary may consider future risks to pro-
tecting property and health, safety, and gen-
eral welfare, and the likelihood of those
risks, when making the determination of or
modification to hazard-prone areas under
this paragraph.

¢“(8) RELOCATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Uniform Relocation
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 4601 et seq.)
shall apply to activities assisted under this
section to the extent determined by the Sec-
retary in regulation, or as provided in waiv-
ers or alternative requirements authorized in
accordance with subsection (i).

‘(B) PoLicy.—Each grantee under this sec-
tion shall establish a relocation assistance
policy that—

‘(1) minimizes displacement and describes
the benefits available to persons displaced as
a direct result of acquisition, rehabilitation,
or demolition in connection with an activity
that is assisted by a grant under this section;
and

‘“(ii) includes any appeal rights or other re-
quirements that the Secretary establishes by
regulation.

¢‘(d) CERTIFICATIONS.—Any grant under this
section shall be made only if the grantee cer-
tifies to the satisfaction of the Secretary
that—

‘(1) the grantee is in full compliance with
the requirements under subsection (¢)(2);

‘“(2) for grants other than grants to Indian
tribes, the grant will be conducted and ad-
ministered in conformity with the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000a et seq.)
and the Fair Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 3601 et
seq.);
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‘“(3) the projected use of funds has been de-
veloped so as to give maximum feasible pri-
ority to activities that will benefit recipi-
ents described in subsection (c)(4)(A) and ac-
tivities described in subsection (c)(b), and
may also include activities that are designed
to aid in the prevention or elimination of
slum and blight to support disaster recovery,
meet other community development needs
having a particular urgency because existing
conditions pose a serious and immediate
threat to the health or welfare of the com-
munity where other financial resources are
not available to meet such needs, and allevi-
ate future threats to human populations,
critical natural resources, and property that
an analysis of hazards shows are likely to re-
sult from natural disasters in the future;

‘“(4) the grant funds shall principally ben-
efit persons of low- and moderate-income as
described in subsection (¢)(4)(A);

‘“(6) for grants other than grants to Indian
tribes, within 24 months of receiving a grant
or at the time of its 3- or 5-year update,
whichever is sooner, the grantee will review
and make modifications to its non-disaster
housing and community development plans
and strategies required by subsections (c)
and (m) of section 104 to reflect the disaster
recovery needs identified by the grantee and
consistency with the plan under subsection
(©)(1);

‘(6) the grantee will not attempt to re-
cover any capital costs of public improve-
ments assisted in whole or part under this
section by assessing any amount against
properties owned and occupied by persons of
low and moderate income, including any fee
charged or assessment made as a condition
of obtaining access to such public improve-
ments, unless—

‘“(A) funds received under this section are
used to pay the proportion of such fee or as-
sessment that relates to the capital costs of
such public improvements that are financed
from revenue sources other than under this
chapter; or

‘(B) for purposes of assessing any amount
against properties owned and occupied by
persons of moderate income, the grantee cer-
tifies to the Secretary that the grantee lacks
sufficient funds received under this section
to comply with the requirements of subpara-
graph (A);

“(7) the grantee will comply with the other
provisions of this title that apply to assist-
ance under this section and with other appli-
cable laws;

‘“(8) the grantee will follow a relocation as-
sistance policy that includes any minimum
requirements identified by the Secretary;
and

“(9) the grantee will adhere to construc-
tion standards, insurance purchase require-
ments, and other requirements for develop-
ment in hazard-prone areas described in sub-
section (c)(7).

‘‘(e) PERFORMANCE REVIEWS AND REPORT-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, on
not less frequently than an annual basis
until the closeout of a particular grant allo-
cation, make such reviews and audits as may
be necessary or appropriate to determine
whether a grantee under this section has—

““(A) carried out activities using grant
funds in a timely manner;

‘“(B) met the performance targets estab-
lished by paragraph (2);

‘(C) carried out activities using grant
funds in accordance with the requirements of
this section, the other provisions of this title
that apply to assistance under this section,
and other applicable laws; and

‘(D) a continuing capacity to carry out ac-
tivities in a timely manner.

‘(2) PERFORMANCE TARGETS.—The Sec-
retary shall develop and make publicly
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available critical performance targets for re-
view, which shall include spending thresh-
olds for each year from the date on which
funds are obligated by the Secretary to the
grantee until such time all funds have been
expended.

¢“(3) FAILURE TO MEET TARGETS.—

‘“(A) SUSPENSION.—If a grantee under this
section fails to meet 1 or more critical per-
formance targets under paragraph (2), the
Secretary may temporarily suspend the
grant.

‘(B) PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—If
the Secretary suspends a grant under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall provide to
the grantee a performance improvement plan
with the specific requirements needed to lift
the suspension within a defined time period.

‘(C) REPORT.—If a grantee fails to meet
the spending thresholds established under
paragraph (2), the grantee shall submit to
the Secretary, the appropriate committees
of Congress, and each member of Congress
who represents a district or State of the
grantee a written report identifying tech-
nical capacity, funding, or other Federal or
State impediments affecting the ability of
the grantee to meet the spending thresholds.

‘“(4) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION AND RE-
PORTING.—

“(A) REQUIREMENT TO REPORT.—A grantee
under this section shall provide to the Sec-
retary such information as the Secretary
may determine necessary for adequate over-
sight of the grant program under this sec-
tion.

‘(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Subject to sub-
paragraph (D), the Secretary shall make in-
formation submitted under subparagraph (A)
available to the public and to the Inspector
General for the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

“(C) SUMMARY STATUS REPORTS.—To in-
crease transparency and accountability of
the grant program under this section the
Secretary shall, on not less frequently than
an annual basis, post on a public facing dash-
board summary status reports for all active
grants under this section that includes—

‘(1) the status of funds by activity;

‘‘(i1) the percentages of funds allocated and
expended to benefit low- and moderate-in-
come communities;

f4(iii) performance targets, spending
thresholds, and accomplishments; and

‘“(iv) other information the Secretary de-
termines to be relevant for transparency.

‘(D) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out this
paragraph, the Secretary shall take such ac-
tions as may be necessary to ensure that per-
sonally identifiable information regarding
applicants for assistance provided from funds
made available under this section is not
made publicly available.

“(E) RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, upon
a formal request from researchers, make
disaggregated information available to the
requestor that is specific and relevant to the
research being conducted, and for the pur-
poses of researching program impact and ef-
ficacy.

““(i1) PRIVACY PROTECTIONS.—In making in-
formation available under clause (i), the Sec-
retary shall protect personally identifiable
information as required under section 552a of
title 5, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘Privacy Act of 1974’).

“(f) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Activities assisted under
this section—

‘“(A) may include activities permitted
under section 105 or other activities per-
mitted by the Secretary by waiver or alter-
native requirement pursuant to subsection
(i); and

‘(B) shall be related to disaster relief,
long-term recovery, restoration of housing
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and infrastructure, economic revitalization,
and mitigation in the most impacted and dis-
tressed areas resulting from the major dis-
aster for which the grant was awarded.

‘(2) PROHIBITION.—Grant funds under this
section may not be used for costs reimburs-
able by, or for which funds have been made
available by, the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, or the United States Army
Corps of Engineers.

““(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS, TECHNICAL AS-
SISTANCE AND PLANNING.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish in regulation the maximum grant
amounts a grantee may use for administra-
tive costs, technical assistance and planning
activities, taking into consideration size of
grant, complexity of recovery, and other fac-
tors as determined by the Secretary, but not
to exceed 8 percent for administration and 20
percent in total.

‘(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts available for
administrative costs for a grant under this
section shall be available for eligible admin-
istrative costs of the grantee for any grant
made under this section, without regard to a
particular disaster.

*“(C) SUPPLEMENTAL PLAN.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Grantees may submit to
the Secretary an optional supplemental plan
to the grantee plan required under this title
specifically for administrative costs, which
shall include a description of the use of all
grant funds for administrative costs, includ-
ing for any eligible pre-award program ad-
ministrative costs, and how such uses will
prepare the grantee to more effectively and
expeditiously administer funds provided
under the full plan.

‘‘(ii) USE oF FUNDS.—If a supplemental plan
is approved under clause (i), a grantee may
draw down the aforementioned administra-
tive funds before the full grantee plan is ap-
proved.

‘“(iii) WAIVERS.—In carrying out this sub-
paragraph, the Secretary may include any
waivers or alternative requirements in ac-
cordance with subsection (i).

‘“(4) PROGRAM INCOME.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, any grantee
under this section may retain program in-
come that is realized from grants made by
the Secretary under this section if the grant-
ee agrees that the grantee will utilize the
program income in accordance with the re-
quirements for grants under this section, ex-
cept that the Secretary may—

““(A) by regulation, exclude from consider-
ation as program income any amounts deter-
mined to be so small that compliance with
this paragraph creates an unreasonable ad-
ministrative burden on the grantee; or

‘“(B) permit the grantee to transfer re-
maining program income to the other grants
of the grantee under this title upon closeout
of the grant.

¢“(5) PROHIBITION ON USE OF ASSISTANCE FOR
EMPLOYMENT RELOCATION ACTIVITIES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Grants under this sec-
tion may not be used to assist directly in the
relocation of any industrial or commercial
plant, facility, or operation, from one area to
another area, if the relocation is likely to re-
sult in a significant loss of employment in
the labor market area from which the reloca-
tion occurs.

“(B) APPLICABILITY.—The prohibition
under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to a
business that was operating in the disaster-
declared labor market area before the inci-
dent date of the applicable disaster and has
since moved, in whole or in part, from the af-
fected area to another State or to a labor
market area within the same State to con-
tinue business.

‘(6) REQUIREMENTS.—Grants under this
section are subject to the requirements of
this section, the other provisions of this title
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that apply to assistance under this section,
and other applicable laws, unless modified by
waivers or alternative requirements in ac-
cordance with subsection (i).

‘(g) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—

‘(1 ADOPTION.—A recipient of funds pro-
vided under this section that uses the funds
to supplement Federal assistance provided
under section 203, 402, 403, 404, 406, 407,
408(c)(4), 428, or 502 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5170a, 5170b, 5170c, 5172, 5173,
5174(c)(4), 5189f, 5192) may adopt, without re-
view or public comment, any environmental
review, approval, or permit performed by a
Federal agency, and such adoption shall sat-
isfy the responsibilities of the recipient with
respect to such environmental review, ap-
proval, or permit under section 104(g)(1), so
long as the actions covered by the existing
environmental review, approval, or permit
and the actions proposed for these supple-
mental funds are substantially the same.

‘“(2) APPROVAL OF RELEASE OF FUNDS.—Not-
withstanding section 104(g)(2), the Secretary
or a State may, upon receipt of a request for
release of funds and certification, imme-
diately approve the release of funds for an
activity or project to be assisted under this
section if the recipient has adopted an envi-
ronmental review, approval, or permit under
paragraph (1) or the activity or project is
categorically excluded from review under the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).

“(3) UNITS OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT.—The provisions of section 104(g)(4)
shall apply to assistance under this section
that a State distributes to a unit of general
local government.

“(h) FINANCIAL CONTROLS AND PROCE-
DURES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop requirements and procedures to dem-
onstrate that a grantee under this section—

‘““(A) has adequate financial controls and
procurement processes;

‘“(B) has adequate procedures to detect and
prevent fraud, waste, abuse, and duplication
of benefit; and

“(C) maintains a comprehensive and pub-
licly accessible website.

‘“(2) CERTIFICATION.—Before making a
grant under this section, the Secretary shall
certify that the grantee has in place pro-
ficient processes and procedures to comply
with the requirements developed under para-
graph (1), as determined by the Secretary.

¢“(3) COMPLIANCE BEFORE ALLOCATION.—The
Secretary may permit a State, unit of gen-
eral local government, or Indian tribe to
demonstrate compliance with the require-
ments for adequate financial controls devel-
oped under paragraph (1) before a disaster oc-
curs and before receiving an allocation for a
grant under this section.

‘(4) DUPLICATION OF BENEFITS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Funds made available
under this section shall be used in accord-
ance with section 312 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5155), as amended by sec-
tion 1210 of the Disaster Recovery Reform
Act of 2018 (division D of Public Law 115-254),
and such rules as may be prescribed under
such section 312.

‘(B) PENALTIES.—In any case in which the
use of grant funds under this section results
in a prohibited duplication of benefits, the
grantee shall—

‘(i) apply an amount equal to the identi-
fied duplication to any allowable costs of the
award consistent with actual, immediate
cash requirement;

‘“(ii) remit any excess amounts to the Sec-
retary to be credited to the obligated,
undisbursed balance of the grant consistent
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with requirements on Federal payments ap-
plicable to such grantee; and

“(iii) if excess amounts under clause (ii)
are identified after the period of performance
or after the closeout of the award, remit
such amounts to the Secretary to be credited
to the Fund.

‘(C) FAILURE TO COMPLY.—Any grantee
provided funds under this section or from
prior Appropriations Acts under the heading
‘Community Development Fund’ for purposes
related to major disasters that fails to com-
ply with section 312 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 5155) or fails to satisfy pen-
alties to resolve a duplication of benefits
shall be subject to remedies for noncompli-
ance under section 111, unless the Secretary
publishes a determination in the Federal
Register that it is not in the best interest of
the Federal Government to pursue remedial
actions.

‘(1) WAIVERS AND ALTERNATIVE REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In administering grants
under this section, the Secretary may waive,
or specify alternative requirements for, any
provision of any statute or regulation that
the Secretary administers in connection
with the obligation by the Secretary or the
use by the grantee of those funds (except for
requirements related to fair housing, non-
discrimination, labor standards, the environ-
ment, and the requirements of this section
that do not expressly authorize modifica-
tions by waiver or alternative requirement),
if the Secretary makes a public finding that
good cause exists for the waiver or alter-
native requirement.

‘“(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—A waiver or alter-
native requirement described in paragraph
(1) shall not take effect before the date that
is 5 days after the date of publication of the
waiver or alternative requirement on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development or the effective date for
any regulation published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

‘“(3) PUBLIC NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary
shall notify the public of all waivers or alter-
native requirements described in paragraph
(1) in accordance with the requirements of
section 7(q)(3) of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development Act (42 U.S.C.
3535(q)(3)).

““(j) UNUSED AMOUNTS.—

‘(1) DEADLINE TO USE AMOUNTS.—A grantee
under this section shall use an amount equal
to the grant within 6 years beginning on the
date on which the Secretary obligates the
amounts to the grantee, as such period may
be extended under paragraph (4).

‘“(2) RECAPTURE.—The Secretary shall re-
capture and credit to the Fund any amount
that is unused by a grantee under this sec-
tion upon the earlier of—

‘“(A) the date on which the grantee notifies
the Secretary that the grantee has com-
pleted all activities identified in the disaster
grantee’s plan under subsection (c); or

‘“(B) the expiration of the 6-year period de-
scribed in paragraph (1), as such period may
be extended under paragraph (4).

“(3) RETENTION OF FUNDS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), the Secretary—

‘“(A) shall allow a grantee under this sec-
tion to retain amounts needed to close out
grants; and

“(B) may allow a grantee under this sec-
tion to retain up to 10 percent of the remain-
ing funds to support maintenance of the
minimal capacity to launch a new program
in the event of a future disaster and to sup-
port pre-disaster long-term recovery and
mitigation planning.

‘(4) EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR USE OF
FUNDS.—The Secretary may extend the 6-
year period described in paragraph (1) by not
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more than 4 years, or not more than 6 years
for mitigation activities, if—

‘“(A) the grantee submits to the Sec-
retary—

‘(i) written documentation of the exigent
circumstances impacting the ability of the
grantee to expend funds that could not be
anticipated; or

‘(i) a justification that such request is
necessary due to the nature and complexity
of the program and projects; and

‘“(B) the Secretary submits a written jus-
tification for the extension to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices of the House of Representatives that
specifies the period of that extension.

‘‘(k) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘Indian tribe’ has the meaning given the
term in section 4 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

(e) REGULATIONS.—

(1) PROPOSED RULES.—Following consulta-
tion with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and other Federal agencies, not
later than 6 months after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue
proposed rules to carry out this Act and the
amendments made by this Act and shall pro-
vide a 90-day period for submission of public
comments on those proposed rules.

(2) FINAL RULES.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall issue final regulations to
carry out section 124 of the Housing and
Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(f) COORDINATION OF DISASTER RECOVERY
ASSISTANCE, BENEFITS, AND DATA WITH
OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) COORDINATION OF DISASTER RECOVERY AS-
SISTANCE.—In order to ensure a comprehen-
sive approach to Federal disaster relief,
long-term recovery, restoration of housing
and infrastructure, economic revitalization,
and mitigation in the most impacted and dis-
tressed areas resulting from a catastrophic
major disaster, the Secretary shall coordi-
nate with the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, in the implementation of assistance
authorized under section 124 of the Housing
and Community Development Act of 1974, as
added by subsection (d).

(2) DATA SHARING AGREEMENTS.—To0 support
the coordination of data to prevent duplica-
tion of benefits with other Federal disaster
recovery programs while also expediting re-
covery and reducing burden on disaster sur-
vivors, the Department shall establish data
sharing agreements that safeguard privacy
with relevant Federal agencies to ensure dis-
aster benefits effectively and efficiently
reach intended beneficiaries, while using ef-
fective means of preventing harm to people
and property.

(3) DATA TRANSFER FROM FEMA AND SBA TO
HUD.—As permitted and deemed necessary
for efficient program execution, and con-
sistent with a computer matching agreement
entered into under paragraph (6)(A), the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration shall pro-
vide data on disaster applicants to the De-
partment, including, when necessary, person-
ally identifiable information, disaster recov-
ery needs, and resources determined eligible
for, and amounts expended, to the Secretary
for all major disasters declared by the Presi-
dent pursuant to section 401 of Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170) for the purpose
of providing additional assistance to disaster
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survivors and prevent duplication of bene-
fits.

(4) DATA TRANSFERS FROM HUD TO HUD
GRANTEES.—The Secretary is authorized to
provide to grantees under section 124 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of
1974, as added by subsection (d), offices of the
Department, technical assistance providers,
and lenders information that in the deter-
mination of the Secretary is reasonably
available and appropriate to inform the pro-
vision of assistance after a major disaster,
including information provided to the Sec-
retary by the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Admin-
istrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion, or other Federal agencies.

(5) DATA TRANSFERS FROM HUD GRANTEES TO
HUD, FEMA, AND SBA.—

(A) REPORTING.—Grantees under section
124 of the Housing and Community Develop-
ment Act of 1974, as added by subsection (d),
shall report information requested by the
Secretary on households, businesses, and
other entities assisted and the type of assist-
ance provided.

(B) SHARING INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall share information collected under sub-
paragraph (A) with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and other Federal agencies to
support the planning and delivery of disaster
recovery and mitigation assistance and other
related purposes.

(6) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—The Secretary
may make and receive data transfers author-
ized under this subsection, including the use
and retention of that data for computer
matching programs, to inform the provision
of assistance, assess disaster recovery needs,
and prevent the duplication of benefits and
other waste, fraud, and abuse, provided
that—

(A) the Secretary enters an information
sharing agreement or a computer matching
agreement, when required by section 522a of
title 5, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974’), with
the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the Administrator of
the Small Business Administration, or other
Federal agencies covering the transfer of
data;

(B) the Secretary publishes intent to dis-
close data in the Federal Register;

(C) notwithstanding subparagraphs (A) and
(B), section 552a of title 5, United States
Code, or any other law, the Secretary is au-
thorized to share data with an entity identi-
fied in paragraph (4), and the entity is au-
thorized to use the data as described in this
section, if the Secretary enters a data shar-
ing agreement with the entity before sharing
or receiving any information under transfers
authorized by this section, which data shar-
ing agreement shall—

(i) in the determination of the Secretary,
include measures adequate to safeguard the
privacy and personally identifiable informa-
tion of individuals; and

(ii) include provisions that describe how
the personally identifiable information of an
individual will be adequately safeguarded
and protected, which requires consultation
with the Secretary and the head of each Fed-
eral agency the data of which is being shared
subject to the agreement.

SEC. 5502. HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS
REAUTHORIZATION AND IMPROVE-
MENT ACT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Section 205 of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12724) is amended to
read as follows:

“SEC. 205. AUTHORIZATION OF PROGRAM.

‘“The HOME Investment Partnerships Pro-

gram under subtitle A is hereby authorized.
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There is authorized such sums as may be
necessary to carry out subtitle A.”".

(b) INCREASE IN PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION
RESOURCES.—Subtitle A of title II of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12741 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) in section 212(c) (42 U.S.C. 12742(c)), by
striking ‘10 percent’” and inserting ‘‘15 per-
cent’’; and

(2) in section 220(b) (42 U.S.C. 12750(b))—

(A) by striking ‘“‘RECOGNITION.—’’ and all
that follows through ‘“‘A contribution’ and
inserting the following: ‘‘RECOGNITION.—A
contribution’’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (2).

(¢c) MODIFICATION OF JURISDICTIONS ELIGI-
BLE FOR REALLOCATIONS.—Section 217(d)(3) of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12747(d)(3)) is amended
by striking “LIMITATION.—Unless otherwise
specified’> and inserting the following:
"LIMITATIONS.— ‘¢

““(A) REMOVAL OF PARTICIPATING JURISDIC-
TIONS FROM REALLOCATION.—The Secretary
may, upon a finding that such jurisdiction
has failed to meet or comply with the re-
quirements of this title, remove a partici-
pating jurisdiction from participation in re-
allocations of funds made available under
this title.

“(B) REALLOCATION TO SAME TYPE OF ENTI-
TY.—Unless otherwise specified’’.

(d) AMENDMENTS TO QUALIFICATION AS AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING.—Section 215 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12745) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(E), by striking all that
follows ‘‘purposes of this Act,” and inserting
the following: ‘‘except upon a foreclosure by
a lender (or upon other transfer in lieu of
foreclosure) if such action—

‘(i) recognizes any contractual or legal
rights of public agencies, nonprofit sponsors,
or others to take actions that would avoid
termination of low-income affordability in
the case of foreclosure or transfer in lieu of
foreclosure; and

‘“(ii) is not for the purpose of avoiding low-
income affordability restrictions, as deter-
mined by the Secretary; and’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(7) SMALL-SCALE HOUSING.—

‘““(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘small-scale housing’ means housing
with not more than 4 rental units.

“(B) ALTERNATIVE REQUIREMENTS.—Small-
scale housing shall qualify as affordable
housing under this title if—

‘(1) the housing bears rents that comply
with paragraph (1)(A);

‘(i) each unit is occupied by a household
that qualifies as a low-income family;

‘‘(iii) the housing complies with paragraph
(DD

‘‘(iv) the housing meets the requirements
under paragraph (1)(E); and

‘“(v) the participating jurisdiction mon-
itors ongoing compliance of the housing with
requirements of this title in a manner con-
sistent with the purposes of section 226(b), as
determined by the Secretary.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘(de-
fined as the amount borrowed by the home-
buyer to purchase the home, or estimated
value after rehabilitation, which may be ad-
justed to account for the limits on future
value imposed by the resale restriction)”
after ‘‘purchase price’’.

(¢) ELIMINATION OF COMMITMENT DEAD-
LINE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 218 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12748) is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (g); and

(B) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (g).
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(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
218(c) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12748(c)) is
amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(B) by striking paragraph (2);

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2); and

(D) in paragraph (2), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘section 224’ and inserting ‘‘section
223”.

(f) REFORM OF HOMEOWNERSHIP RESALE RE-
STRICTIONS.—Section 215 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act
(42 U.S.C. 12745), as amended by this section,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A), (B), and (C) as clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii), respectively, and adjusting the
margins accordingly;

(B) by striking paragraph (3);

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), and
(4) as subparagraphs (A), (B), and (D), respec-
tively, and adjusting the margins accord-
ingly;

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (B), as
so redesignated, the following:

‘(C) is subject to restrictions that are es-
tablished by the participating jurisdiction
and determined by the Secretary to be ap-
propriate, including with respect to the use-
ful life of the property, to—

‘(i) require that any subsequent purchase
of the property be—

‘(I) only by a person who meets the quali-
fications specified under subparagraph (B);
and

‘“(ITI) at a price that is determined by a for-
mula or method established by the partici-
pating jurisdiction that provides the owner
with a reasonable return on investment,
which may include a percentage of the cost
of any improvements; or

‘‘(ii) recapture the investment provided
under this title in order to assist other per-
sons in accordance with the requirements of
this title, except where there are no net pro-
ceeds or where the net proceeds are insuffi-
cient to repay the full amount of the assist-
ance; and’’;

(E) by striking ‘““‘Housing that is for home-
ownership’’ and inserting the following:

‘(1 QUALIFICATION.—Housing that is for
homeownership’’; and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) PURCHASE BY COMMUNITY LAND
TRUST.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (C)(i)
of paragraph (1) and under terms determined
by the Secretary, the Secretary may permit
a participating jurisdiction to allow a com-
munity land trust that used assistance pro-
vided under this subtitle for the development
of housing that meets the criteria under
paragraph (1), to acquire the housing—

‘“(A) in accordance with the terms of the
preemptive purchase option, lease, covenant
on the land, or other similar legal instru-
ment of the community land trust when the
terms and rights in the preemptive purchase
option, lease, covenant, or legal instrument
are and remain subject to the requirements
of this title;

‘“(B) when the purchase is for—

‘(i) the purpose of—

“(I) entering into the chain of title;

‘“(IT) enabling a purchase by a person who
meets the qualifications specified under
paragraph (1)(B) and is on a waitlist main-
tained by the community land trust, subject
to enforcement by the participating jurisdic-
tion of all applicable requirements of this
subtitle, as determined by the Secretary;

“(IIT) performing necessary rehabilitation
and improvements; or
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“(IV) adding a subsidy to preserve afford-
ability, which may be from Federal or non-
Federal sources; or

‘“(ii) another purpose determined appro-
priate by the Secretary; and

‘(C) if, within a reasonable period of time
after the applicable purpose under subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph is fulfilled, as de-
termined by the Secretary, the housing is
then sold to a person who meets the quali-
fications specified under paragraph (1)(B).

‘“(3) SUSPENSION OR WAIVER OF REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR MILITARY MEMBERS.—A Dpartici-
pating jurisdiction, in accordance with terms
established by the Secretary, may suspend or
waive a requirement under paragraph (1)(B)
with respect to housing that otherwise meets
the criteria under paragraph (1) if the owner
of the housing—

‘“(A) is a member of a regular component of
the armed forces or a member of the Na-
tional Guard on full-time National Guard
duty, active Guard and Reserve duty, or in-
active-duty training (as those terms are de-
fined in section 101(d) of title 10, United
States Code); and

“(B) has received—

‘(i) temporary duty orders to deploy with
a military unit or military orders to deploy
as an individual acting in support of a mili-
tary operation, to a location that is not
within a reasonable distance from the hous-
ing, as determined by the Secretary, for a pe-
riod of not less than 90 days; or

‘‘(ii) orders for a permanent change of sta-
tion.

‘“(4) SUSPENSION OR WAIVER OF REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR HEIR OR BENEFICIARY OF DECEASED
OWNER.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (C)
of paragraph (1), housing that meets the cri-
teria under that paragraph prior to the death
of an owner may continue to qualify as af-
fordable housing if—

‘‘(A) the housing is the principal residence
of an heir or beneficiary of the deceased
owner, as defined by the Secretary; and

‘(B) the heir or beneficiary, in accordance
with terms established by the Secretary, as-
sumes the duties and obligations of the de-
ceased owner with respect to funds provided
under this title.”.

(g) HOME PROPERTY INSPECTIONS.—Section
226(b) of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12756(b)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘Each participating juris-
diction” and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each participating juris-
diction’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘Such review shall include”’
and all that follows and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“(2) ON-SITE INSPECTIONS.—

““(A) INSPECTIONS BY UNITS OF GENERAL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.—A review conducted
under paragraph (1) by a participating juris-
diction that is a unit of general local govern-
ment shall include an on-site inspection to
determine compliance with housing codes
and other applicable regulations.

‘“(B) INSPECTIONS BY STATES.—A review
conducted under paragraph (1) by a partici-
pating jurisdiction that is a State shall in-
clude an on-site inspection to determine
compliance with a national standard as de-
termined by the Secretary.

“‘(3) INCLUSION IN PERFORMANCE REPORT AND
PUBLICATION.—A participating jurisdiction
shall include in the performance report of
the participating jurisdiction submitted to
the Secretary under section 108(a), and make
available to the public, the results of each
review conducted under paragraph (1).”.

(h) REVISIONS TO STRENGTHEN ENFORCE-
MENT AND PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.—
Section 223 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12753) is amended—
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(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘PENALTIES
FOR MISUSE OF FUNDS’’ and inserting ‘‘PRO-
GRAM ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES FOR NON-
COMPLIANCE’;

(2) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by inserting after ‘‘any provision of this sub-
title” the following: ‘‘, including any provi-
sion applicable throughout the period re-
quired by section 215(a)(1)(E) and applicable
regulations,’’;

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘or”’ at the
end;

(4) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘; or’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) reduce payments to the participating
jurisdiction under this subtitle by an
amount equal to the amount of such pay-
ments which were not expended in accord-
ance with this title.”.

(i) TENANT AND PARTICIPANT PROTECTIONS
FOR SMALL-SCALE AFFORDABLE HOUSING.—
Section 225 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Na-
tional Affordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C.
12755) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘(e) TENANT SELECTION FOR SMALL-SCALE
HousING.—Paragraphs (2) through (4) of sub-
section (d) shall not apply to the owner of
small-scale housing (as defined in section
215(a)(7)).”.

(j) MODIFICATION OF RULES RELATED TO
COMMUNITY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ORGANI-
ZATIONS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS OF COMMUNITY HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATION AND COMMUNITY
LAND TRUST.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 104 of the Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12704) is amended—

(i) in paragraph (6)(B)—

(I) by striking ‘‘significant’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘and otherwise’ and in-
serting ‘‘or as otherwise determined accept-
able by the Secretary’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(26) The term ‘community land trust’
means a nonprofit entity or a State or local
government or instrumentality thereof
that—

‘“(A) is not managed by, or an affiliate of,
a for-profit organization;

‘(B) has as a primary purpose acquiring,
developing, or holding land to provide hous-
ing that is permanently affordable to low-
and moderate-income persons, and monitors
properties to ensure affordability is pre-
served;

“(C) provides housing described in subpara-
graph (B) using a ground lease, deed cov-
enant, or other similar legally enforceable
measure, as determined by the Secretary,
that—

‘“(i) keeps the housing affordable to low-
and moderate-income persons for not less
than 30 years; and

‘“(ii) enables low- and moderate-income
persons to rent or purchase the housing for
homeownership; and

‘(D) maintains preemptive purchase op-
tions to purchase the property so the hous-
ing remains affordable to low-and moderate-
income persons.’’.

(B) ELIMINATION OF EXISTING DEFINITION OF
COMMUNITY LAND TRUST.—Section 233 of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12773) is amended by
striking subsection (f).

(2) SET-ASIDE FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS.—Section 231 of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12771) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘to be de-
veloped, sponsored, or owned by community
housing development organizations” and in-
serting ‘‘when a community housing develop-
ment organization materially participates in
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the ownership or development of such hous-
ing, as determined by the Secretary’’;

(B) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following:

“(b) RECAPTURE AND REUSE.—If any funds
reserved under subsection (a) remain
uninvested for a period of 24 months, then
the Secretary shall make such funds avail-
able to the participating jurisdiction for any
eligible activities under this title without
regard to whether a community housing de-
velopment organization materially partici-
pates in the use of the funds.”’; and

(C) by striking subsection (c).

(k) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—The Cran-
ston-Gonzalez National Affordable Housing
Act (42 U.S.C. 12701 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 104 (42 U.S.C. 12704)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (23) (relat-
ing to the definition of the term ‘‘to dem-
onstrate to the Secretary’) as paragraph
(22); and

(B) by redesignating paragraph (24) (relat-
ing to the definition of the term ‘‘insular
area’’, as added by section 2(2) of Public Law
102-230) as paragraph (23);

(2) in section 105(b) (42 U.S.C. 12705(b))—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘Stewart
B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act” and
inserting ‘“McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act”’; and

(B) in paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘subpara-
graphs’ and inserting ‘‘paragraphs’’;

(3) in section 106 (42 U.S.C. 12706), by strik-
ing ‘“‘Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assist-
ance Act” and inserting ‘‘McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act”’;

(4) in section 108(a)(1) (42 U.S.C. 12708(a)(1)),
by striking ‘‘section 105(b)(15)”’ and inserting
“‘section 105(b)(18)’’;

(5) in section 212 (42 U.S.C. 12742)—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (3)(A)(ii), by inserting
““United States’ before ‘‘Housing Act’’; and

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (4);

(B) in subsection (d)(5), by inserting
“United States’ before ‘“‘Housing Act’’; and

(C) in subsection (e)(1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘section 221(d)(3)(ii)”” and
inserting ‘‘section 221(d)(4)”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘not to exceed 140 percent’’
and inserting ‘‘as determined by the Sec-
retary’’;

(6) in section 215(a)(6)(B) (42 U.S.C. 20
12745(a)(6)(B)), by striking ‘‘grand children”’
and inserting ‘‘grandchildren’’;

(7) in section 217 (42 U.S.C. 12747)—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘““(3)”” and
inserting ‘“(2)”’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (3), as added by
section 211(a)(2)(D) of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1992 (Public Law
102-550; 106 Stat. 3756); and

(iii) by redesignating the remaining para-
graph (3), as added by the matter under the
heading ‘‘HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS
PROGRAM”’ under the heading ‘‘HOUSING PRO-
GRAMS’’ in title II of the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 1993 (Public Law 102-389; 106
Stat. 1581), as paragraph (2); and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1)—

(I) in the first sentence of subparagraph
(A)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘in regulation’ and insert-
ing ¢, by regulation,’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘eligible jurisdiction’ and
inserting ‘‘eligible jurisdictions’’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (F)—

(aa) in the first sentence—

(AA) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘Sub-
committee on Housing and Urban Affairs”
and inserting ‘‘Subcommittee on Housing,
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Transportation, and Community Develop-
ment’’; and

(BB) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘Sub-
committee on Housing and Community De-
velopment of the Committee on Banking, Fi-
nance and Urban Affairs’ and inserting
“Subcommittee on Housing and Insurance of
the Committee on Financial Services’’; and

(bb) in the second sentence, by striking
‘““the Committee on Banking, Finance and
Urban Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives’” and inserting ‘‘the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives’’;

(ii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking
¢“$500,000”’ each place that term appears and
inserting ‘‘$750,000’’;

(iii) in paragraph (3)—

(I) by striking ¢‘$500,000" each place that
term appears and inserting ‘‘$750,000°’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘, except as provided in
paragraph (4)”’; and

(iv) by striking paragraph (4);

(8) in section 220(c) (42 U.S.C. 12750(c))—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary’” and all that follows and inserting
“Secretary;’’;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘under
this title”’” and all that follows and inserting
“‘under this title;”’; and

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (6), (7), and
(8) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (7), respec-

tively:;
(9 in section 225(d)(4)(B) (42 U.S.C.
12755(d)(4)(B)), by striking ‘‘for’” the first

place that term appears; and

(10) in section 283 (42 U.S.C. 12833)—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘“‘Bank-
ing, Finance and Urban Affairs’” and insert-
ing “Financial Services’’; and

(B) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘General
Accounting Office” each place that term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Government Account-
ability Office”’.

SEC. 5503. RURAL HOUSING SERVICE REFORM
ACT.

(a) APPLICATION OF MULTIFAMILY MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE PROCEDURES TO MULTI-
FAMILY MORTGAGES HELD BY THE SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE AND PRESERVATION OF THE
RENTAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT UPON FORE-
CLOSURE.—

(1) MULTIFAMILY MORTGAGE PROCEDURES.—
Section 363(2) of the Multifamily Mortgage
Foreclosure Act of 1981 (12 U.S.C. 3702(2)) is
amended—

(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘; or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) section 514, 515, or 538 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1485, 1490p).”".

(2) PRESERVATION OF CONTRACT.—Section
521(d) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1490a(d)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘“(3) Notwithstanding any other provision
of law in managing and disposing of any mul-
tifamily property that is owned or has a
mortgage held by the Secretary, and during
the process of foreclosure on any property
with a contract for rental assistance under
this section—

‘““(A) the Secretary shall maintain any
rental assistance payments that are at-
tached to any dwelling units in the property;
and

‘(B) the rental assistance contract may be
used to provide further assistance to existing
projects under 514, 515, or 516.”".

(b) STUDY ON RURAL HOUSING LOANS FOR
HOUSING FOR LOW- AND MODERATE-INCOME
FAMILIES.—Not later than 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall conduct a study and sub-
mit to Congress a publicly available report
on the loan program under section 521 of the
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Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a), includ-
ing—

(1) the total amount provided by the Sec-
retary in subsidies under such section 521 to
borrowers with loans made pursuant to sec-
tion 502 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1472);

(2) how much of the subsidies described in
paragraph (1) are being recaptured; and

(3) the amount of time and costs associated
with recapturing those subsidies.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
STAFFING AND IT UPGRADES.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
of Agriculture for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030 such sums as may be necessary
for increased staffing needs and information
technology upgrades to support all Rural
Housing Service programs.

(d) FUNDING FOR TECHNICAL
MENTS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Agriculture such sums as may
be necessary for fiscal year 2026 for improve-
ments to the technology of the Rural Hous-
ing Service of the Department of Agriculture
used to process and manage housing loans.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall remain avail-
able until the date that is 5 years after the
date of the appropriation.

(3) TIMELINE.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall make the improvements de-
scribed in paragraph (1) during the 5-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which amounts
are appropriated under paragraph (1).

(e) PERMANENT ESTABLISHMENT OF HOUSING
PRESERVATION AND REVITALIZATION PRO-
GRAM.—Title V of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1471 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 545. HOUSING PRESERVATION AND REVI-
TALIZATION PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
carry out a program under this section for
the preservation and revitalization of multi-
family rental housing projects financed
under section 514, 515, or 516.

““(b) NOTICE OF MATURING LOANS.—

‘(1) To OWNERS.—On an annual basis, the
Secretary shall provide written notice to
each owner of a property financed under sec-
tion 514, 515, or 516 that will mature within
the 4-year period beginning upon the provi-
sion of the notice, setting forth the options
and financial incentives that are available to
facilitate the extension of the loan term or
the option to decouple a rental assistance
contract pursuant to subsection (f).

“(2) TO TENANTS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—On an annual basis, for
each property financed under section 514, 515,
or 516, not later than the date that is 2 years
before the date that the loan will mature,
the Secretary shall provide written notice to
each household residing in the property that
informs them of—

‘(i) the date of the loan maturity;

‘‘(i1) the possible actions that may happen
with respect to the property upon that matu-
rity; and

‘‘(iii) how to protect their right to reside in
federally assisted housing, or how to secure
housing voucher, after that maturity.

‘““(B) LANGUAGE.—Notice under this para-
graph shall be provided in plain English and
shall be translated to other languages in the
case of any property located in an area in
which a significant number of residents
speak such other languages.

‘‘(c) LOAN RESTRUCTURING.—Under the pro-
gram under this section, in any cir-
cumstance in which the Secretary proposes a
restructuring to an owner or an owner pro-
poses a restructuring to the Secretary, the
Secretary may restructure such existing
housing loans, as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate, for the purpose of ensuring that
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those projects have sufficient resources to
preserve the projects to provide safe and af-
fordable housing for low-income residents
and farm laborers, by—

‘(1) reducing or eliminating interest;

““(2) deferring loan payments;

‘(3) subordinating, reducing,
tizing loan debt;

‘“(4) providing other financial assistance,
including advances, payments, and incen-
tives (including the ability of owners to ob-
tain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary; and

‘() permanently removing a portion of the
housing units from income restrictions when
sustained vacancies have occurred.

‘“(d) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—When the Secretary pro-
poses to restructure a loan or agrees to the
proposal of an owner to restructure a loan
pursuant to subsection (c), the Secretary
shall offer to renew the rental assistance
contract under section 521(a)(2) for a term
that is the shorter of 20 years and the term
of the restructured loan, subject to annual
appropriations, provided that the owner
agrees to bring the property up to such
standards that will ensure maintenance of
the property as decent, safe, and sanitary
housing for the full term of the rental assist-
ance contract.

‘“(2) ADDITIONAL RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—With
respect to a project described in paragraph
(1), if rental assistance is not available for
all households in the project for which the
loan is being restructured pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may extend such
additional rental assistance to unassisted
households at that project as is necessary to
make the project safe and affordable to low-
income households.

“‘(e) RESTRICTIVE USE AGREEMENTS.—

‘(1 REQUIREMENT.—As part of the preser-
vation and revitalization agreement for a
project, the Secretary shall obtain a restric-
tive use agreement that is recorded and obli-
gates the owner to operate the project in ac-
cordance with this title.

“(2) TERM.—

““(A) NO EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE
CONTRACT.—Except when the Secretary en-
ters into a 20-year extension of the rental as-
sistance contract for a project, the term of
the restrictive use agreement for the project
shall be consistent with the term of the re-
structured loan for the project.

‘(B) EXTENSION OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary enters into a 20-
year extension of the rental assistance con-
tract for a project, the term of the restric-
tive use agreement for the project shall be
for the longer of—

‘(i) 20 years; or

‘‘(ii) the remaining term of the loan for
that project.

‘(C) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may
terminate the 20-year use restrictive use
agreement for a project before the end of the
term of the agreement if the 20-year rental
assistance contract for the project with the
owner is terminated at any time for reasons
outside the control of the owner.

*(f) DECOUPLING OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—

‘(1) RENEWAL OF RENTAL ASSISTANCE CON-
TRACT.—If the Secretary determines that a
loan maturing during the 4-year period be-
ginning upon the provision of the notice re-
quired under subsection (b)(1) for a project
cannot reasonably be restructured in accord-
ance with subsection (c) because it is not fi-
nancially feasible or the owner does not
agree with the proposed restructuring, and
the project was operating with rental assist-
ance under section 521 and the recipient is a
borrower under section 514 or 515, the Sec-
retary may renew the rental assistance con-
tract, notwithstanding any requirement

or reamor-
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under section 521 that the recipient be a cur-
rent borrower under section 514 or 515, for a
term of 20 years, subject to annual appro-
priations.

‘“(2) ADDITIONAL RENTAL ASSISTANCE.—With
respect to a project described in paragraph
(1), if rental assistance is not available for
all households in the project for which the
loan is being restructured pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Secretary may extend such
additional rental assistance to unassisted
households at that project as is necessary to
make the project safe and affordable to low-
income households.

“(3) RENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—ANny agreement to ex-
tend the term of the rental assistance con-
tract under section 521 for a project shall ob-
ligate the owner to continue to maintain the
project as decent, safe, and sanitary housing
and to operate the development as affordable
housing in a manner that meets the goals of
this title.

‘“‘(B) RENT AMOUNTS.—Subject to subpara-
graph (C), in setting rents, the Secretary—

‘(i) shall determine the maximum initial
rent based on current fair market rents es-
tablished under section 8 of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f);
and

‘(i) may annually adjust the rent deter-
mined under clause (i) by the operating cost
adjustment factor as provided under section
524 of the Multifamily Assisted Housing Re-
form and Affordability Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C.
1437f note).

‘(C) HIGHER RENT.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) shall
not apply if the Secretary determines that
the budget-based needs of a project require a
higher rent than the rent described in sub-
paragraph (B).

‘‘(ii) RENT.—If the Secretary makes a posi-
tive determination under clause (i), the Sec-
retary may approve a budget-based rent level
for the project.

‘(4) CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL.—Before the
approval of a rental assistance contract au-
thorized under this section, the Secretary
shall require, through an annual notice in
the Federal Register, the owner to submit to
the Secretary a plan that identifies financ-
ing sources and a timetable for renovations
and improvements determined to be nec-
essary by the Secretary to maintain and pre-
serve the project.

‘(g) MULTIFAMILY HOUSING TRANSFER
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Under the program
under this section, the Secretary may pro-
vide grants to qualified nonprofit organiza-
tions and public housing agencies to provide
technical assistance, including financial and
legal services, to borrowers under loans
under this title for multifamily housing to
facilitate the acquisition or preservation of
such multifamily housing properties in areas
where the Secretary determines there is a
risk of loss of affordable housing.

‘“‘(h) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Of any
amounts made available for the program
under this section for any fiscal year, the
Secretary may use not more than $1,000,000
for administrative expenses for carrying out
such program.

‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for
the program under this section such sums as
may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2026
through 2030.

““(j) RULEMAKING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of the Renewing
Opportunity in the American Dream to
Housing Act of 2025, the Secretary shall—

“‘(A) publish an advance notice of proposed
rulemaking; and

‘“(B) consult with
holders.

appropriate stake-
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‘“(2) INTERIM FINAL RULE.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of the Re-
newing Opportunity in the American Dream
to Housing Act of 2025, the Secretary shall
publish an interim final rule to carry out
this section.”.

(f) RENTAL ASSISTANCE CONTRACT AUTHOR-
ITY.—Section 521(d) of the Housing Act of
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490a(d)), as amended by this
section, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively;

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following:

‘“(B) upon request of an owner of a project
financed under section 514 or 515, the Sec-
retary is authorized to enter into renewal of
such agreements for a period of 20 years or
the term of the loan, whichever is shorter,
subject to amounts made available in appro-
priations Acts;’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)” and insert-
ing ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and (B)’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (D), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and
(B)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraphs (A), (B),
and (C)’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘shall”
and inserting ‘“‘may’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) In the case of any rental assistance
contract authority that becomes available
because of the termination of assistance on
behalf of an assisted family—

““(A) at the option of the owner of the rent-
al project, the Secretary shall provide the
owner a period of not more than 6 months
before unused assistance is made available
pursuant to subparagraph (B) during which
the owner may use such assistance authority
to provide assistance on behalf of an eligible
unassisted family that—

‘(1) is residing in the same rental project
in which the assisted family resided before
the termination; or

‘‘(i1) newly occupies a dwelling unit in the
rental project during that 6-month period;
and

‘(B) except for assistance used as provided
in subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall use
such remaining authority to provide assist-
ance on behalf of eligible families residing in
other rental projects originally financed
under section 514, 515, or 516.”".

(g) MODIFICATIONS TO LOANS AND GRANTS
FOR MINOR IMPROVEMENTS TO FARM HOUSING
AND BUILDINGS; INCOME ELIGIBILITY.—Section
504(a) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1474(a)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence, by inserting ‘‘and
may make a loan to an eligible low-income
applicant’ after ‘“‘applicant’’;

(2) by inserting ‘‘Not less than 60 percent of
loan funds made available under this section
shall be reserved and made available for very
low-income applicants.” after the first sen-
tence; and

(3) by striking
€‘$15,000’.

(h) RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INI-
TIATIVE.—Subtitle E of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
2009 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 3810. RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
INITIATIVE.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible
entity’ means—

““(A) a private, nonprofit community-based
housing or community development organi-
zation;

‘“(B) a rural community; or

‘“(C) a federally recognized Indian tribe.
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‘(2) ELIGIBLE INTERMEDIARY.—The term ‘el-
igible intermediary’ means a qualified—

““(A) private, nonprofit organization; or

‘(B) public organization.

‘“‘(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish a Rural Community Development
Initiative, under which the Secretary shall
provide grants to eligible intermediaries to
carry out programs to provide financial and
technical assistance to eligible entities to
develop the capacity and ability of eligible
entities to carry out projects to improve
housing, community facilities, and commu-
nity and economic development projects in
rural areas.

‘(c) AMOUNT OF GRANTS.—The amount of a
grant provided to an eligible intermediary
under this section shall be not more than
$250,000.

““(d) MATCHING FUNDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible intermediary
receiving a grant under this section shall
provide matching funds from other sources,
including Federal funds for related activi-
ties, in an amount not less than the amount
of the grant.

‘(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive
paragraph (1) with respect to a project that
would be carried out in a persistently poor
rural region, as determined by the Sec-
retary.”.

(i) ANNUAL REPORT ON RURAL HOUSING PRO-
GRAMS.—Title V of the Housing Act of 1949
(42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), as amended by this
section, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 546. ANNUAL REPORT.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress and publish on the website of the De-
partment of Agriculture an annual report on
rural housing programs carried out under
this title, which shall include significant de-
tails on the health of Rural Housing Service
programs, including—

‘(1) raw data sortable by programs and by
region regarding loan performance;

‘(2) the housing stock of those programs,
including information on why properties end
participation in those programs, such as for
maturation, prepayment, foreclosure, or
other servicing issues; and

““(3) risk ratings for properties assisted
under those programs.

““(b) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
data included in each report required under
subsection (a) may be aggregated or
anonymized to protect participant financial
or personal information.”.

(j) GAO REPORT ON RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
TECHNOLOGY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to Congress a report that includes—

(1) an analysis of how the outdated tech-
nology used by the Rural Housing Service
impacts participants in the programs of the
Rural Housing Service;

(2) an estimate of the amount of funding
that is needed to modernize the technology
used by the Rural Housing Service; and

(3) an estimate of the number and type of
new employees the Rural Housing Service
needs to modernize the technology used by
the Rural Housing Service.

(k) ADJUSTMENT TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT
VOUCHER AMOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Agriculture shall issue regula-
tions to establish a process for adjusting the
voucher amount provided under section 542
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r)
after the issuance of the voucher following
an interim or annual review of the amount of
the voucher.

(2) INTERIM REVIEW.—The interim review
described in paragraph (1) shall, at the re-
quest of a tenant, allow for a recalculation of
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the voucher amount when the tenant experi-
ences a reduction in income, change in fam-
ily composition, or change in rental rate.

(3) ANNUAL REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The annual review de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall require tenants
to annually recertify the family composition
of the household and that the family income
of the household does not exceed 80 percent
of the area median income at a time deter-
mined by the Secretary of Agriculture.

(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—If a tenant does not
recertify the family composition and family
income of the household within the time
frame required under subparagraph (A), the
Secretary of Agriculture—

(i) shall consider whether extenuating cir-
cumstances caused the delay in recertifi-
cation; and

(ii) may alter associated consequences for
the failure to recertify based on those cir-
cumstances.

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Following the annual
review of a voucher under paragraph (1), the
updated voucher amount shall be effective
on the 1st day of the month following the ex-
piration of the voucher.

(4) DEADLINE.—The process established
under paragraph (1) shall require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to review and update
the voucher amount described in paragraph
(1) for a tenant not later than 60 days before
the end of the voucher term.

(1) ELIGIBILITY FOR RURAL HOUSING VOUCH-
ERS.—Section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949
(42 U.S.C. 1490r) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(c) ELIGIBILITY OF HOUSEHOLDS IN SEC-
TIONS 514, 515, AND 516 PROJECTS.—The Sec-
retary may provide rural housing vouchers
under this section for any low-income house-
hold (including those not receiving rental as-
sistance) residing for a term longer than the
remaining term of their lease that is in ef-
fect on the date of prepayment, foreclosure,
or mortgage maturity, in a property fi-
nanced with a loan under section 514 or 515 or
a grant under section 516 that has—

‘(1) been prepaid with or without restric-
tions imposed by the Secretary pursuant to
section 502(c)(5)(G)(1i)(D);

‘“(2) been foreclosed; or

“(3) matured after September 30, 2005.”".

(m) AMOUNT OF VOUCHER ASSISTANCE.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
in the case of any rural housing voucher pro-
vided pursuant to section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490r), the amount of
the monthly assistance payment for the
household on whose behalf the assistance is
provided shall be determined as provided in
subsection (a) of such section 542, including
providing for interim and annual review of
the voucher amount in the event of a change
in household composition or income or rent-
al rate.

(n) TRANSFER OF MULTIFAMILY RURAL
HOUSING PROJECTS.—Section 515 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1485) is amended—

(1) in subsection (h), by adding at the end
the following:

“(3) TRANSFER TO NONPROFIT ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—A nonprofit or public body pur-
chaser, including a limited partnership with
a general partner with the principal purpose
of providing affordable housing, may pur-
chase a property for which a loan is made or
insured under this section that has received
a market value appraisal, without addressing
rehabilitation needs at the time of purchase,
if the purchaser—

“‘(A) makes a commitment to address reha-
bilitation needs during ownership and long-
term use restrictions on the property; and

‘“(B) at the time of purchase, accepts long-
term use restrictions on the property.”’; and

(2) in subsection (w)(1), in the first sen-
tence in the matter preceding subparagraph
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(A), by striking ‘9 percent’” and inserting
‘25 percent’’.

(0) EXTENSION OF LOAN TERM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 502(a)(2) of the
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(a)(2)) is
amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘(A)” before ‘“‘The Sec-
retary’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as so designated,
by striking ‘‘paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
paragraph’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) The Secretary may refinance or mod-
ify the period of any loan, including any refi-
nanced loan, made under this section in ac-
cordance with terms and conditions as the
Secretary shall prescribe, but in no event
shall the total term of the loan from the
date of the refinance or modification exceed
40 years.”.

(2) APPLICATION.—The amendment made
under paragraph (1) shall apply with respect
to loans made under section 502 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472) before, on, or
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(p) RELEASE OF LIABILITY FOR SECTION 502
GUARANTEED BORROWER UPON ASSUMPTION OF
ORIGINAL LOAN BY NEW BORROWER.—Section
502(h)(10) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1472(h)(10)) is amended to read as follows:

‘(10) TRANSFER AND ASSUMPTION.—Upon
the transfer of property for which a guaran-
teed loan under this subsection was made
and the assumption of the guaranteed loan
by an approved eligible borrower, the origi-
nal borrower of a guaranteed loan under this
subsection shall be relieved of liability with
respect to the loan.”.

(q) DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE LOAN RE-
STRICTIONS.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the
terms ‘‘State” and ‘‘Tribal organization”
have the meanings given those terms in sec-
tion 658P of the Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858n).

(2) REVISION.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture shall revise section 3555.102(c) of title
7, Code of Federal Regulations, to exclude
from the restriction under that section—

(A) a home-based business that is a 1li-
censed, registered, or regulated child care
provider under State law or by a Tribal orga-
nization; and

(B) an applicant that has applied to be-
come a licensed, registered or regulated
child care provider under State law or by a
Tribal organization.

(r) LOAN GUARANTEES.—Section 502(h)(4) of
the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(h)(4))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A), (B),
and (C) as clauses (i), (ii), and (iii), respec-
tively;

(2) by striking ‘“‘Lioans may be guaranteed’’
and inserting the following:

‘“(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘accessory dwelling unit’ means a sin-
gle, habitable living unit—

‘(i) with means of separate ingress and
egress;

‘(ii) that is usually subordinate in size;

‘“(iii) that can be added to, created within,
or detached from a primary 1l-unit, single-
family dwelling; and

‘“(iv) in combination with a primary 1-unit,
single family dwelling, constitutes a single
interest in real estate.

“(B) SINGLE FAMILY REQUIREMENT.—Loans
may be guaranteed’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph shall be construed to prohibit
the leasing of an accessory dwelling unit or
the use of rental income derived from such a
lease to qualify for a loan guaranteed under
this subsection—
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‘(i) after the date of enactment of the Re-
newing Opportunity in the American Dream
to Housing Act of 2025; and

¢‘(ii) if the property that is the subject of
the loan was constructed before the date of
enactment of the Renewing Opportunity in
the American Dream to Housing Act of
2025.”".

(S) APPLICATION REVIEW.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress, not later than 90 days after the
date on which the Secretary of Agriculture
receives an application for a loan, grant, or
combined loan and grant under section 502 or
504 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472,
1474), the Secretary of Agriculture should—

(A) review the application;

(B) complete the underwriting;

(C) make a determination of eligibility
with respect to the application; and

(D) notify the applicant of determination.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter until the date described
in subparagraph (B), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall submit to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives a
report—

(i) detailing the timeliness of eligibility
determinations and final determinations
with respect to applications under sections
502 and 504 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1472, 1474), including justifications for
any eligibility determinations taking longer
than 90 days; and

(ii) that includes recommendations to
shorten the timeline for notifications of eli-
gibility determinations described in clause
(i) to not more than 90 days.

(B) DATE DESCRIBED.—The date described in
this subparagraph is the date on which, dur-
ing the preceding 5-year period, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture provides each eligi-
bility determination described in subpara-
graph (A) during the 90-day period beginning
on the date on which each application is re-
ceived.

SEC. 5504. NEW MOVING TO WORK COHORT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MOVING TO WORK DEMONSTRATION.—The
term ‘‘Moving to Work demonstration”
means the Moving to Work demonstration
authorized under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL PUBLIC
HOUSING AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After the completion of
the initial report required under subsection
(h)(2), the Secretary may add up to an addi-
tional 25 public housing agencies that are
designated as high performing agencies
under the Public Housing Assessment Sys-
tem or the Section 8 Management Assess-
ment Program to participate in a new cohort
as part of the Moving to Work demonstra-
tion.

(2) NAME.—The new cohort authorized
under paragraph (1) shall be entitled the
‘“Economic Opportunity and Pathways to
Independence Cohort’’.

(c) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the authority of the Secretary to grant waiv-
ers to agencies admitted to the Moving to
Work demonstration under this section or to
designate policy changes as part of a cohort
design under this section shall be limited to
the waivers codified as of January 2025 in Ap-
pendix I of the document of the Department
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of Housing and Urban Development entitled
“Operations Notice for the Expansion of the
Moving to Work Demonstration Program’
(FR-5994-N-05) published in the Federal Reg-
ister on August 28, 2020, as amended by the
notice entitled ‘‘Operations Notice for Ex-
pansion of the Moving to Work Demonstra-
tion Program Technical Revisions” (FR-
5994-N-06) published in the Federal Register
on March 20, 2025.

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Under paragraph (1), the
Secretary may not grant waivers lc, 1d, le,
1f, 1k, 11, lo, 1p, 1lq, 6, 7, 9a, 9h, or 12 in the
document described in paragraph (1), includ-
ing modifications of or safe harbor require-
ment waivers for such waivers.

(3) PoLICY OPTIONS.—In carrying out the
Moving to Work demonstration cohort estab-
lished under this section, the Secretary may
consider policy options to provide opt-out
savings or escrow accounts and report posi-
tive rental payments to consumer reporting
agencies (as defined in section 603 of the Fair
Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. 168la)) with
resident consent.

(d) FUNDING AND USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Public housing agencies
in the cohort authorized under this section
may expend not more than 5 percent of the
amounts those public housing agencies re-
ceive in any fiscal year for housing assist-
ance payments under section 8(o) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)) for purposes other than such hous-
ing assistance payments.

(2) OTHER USES.—Such other uses of
amounts described in paragraph (1) shall
comply with all other applicable require-
ments.

(3) FORMULA.—

(A) RENEWAL.—The amount of funding pub-
lic housing agencies receive for renewal of
housing assistance payments under section
8(0) of the United States Housing Act of 1937
(42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)) shall be determined ac-
cording to the same funding formula applica-
ble to public housing agencies that do not
participate in the Moving to Work dem-
onstration, except that the Secretary shall
provide public housing agencies funding to
renew any funds expended under this sub-
section, with an adjustment for inflation.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE FEES.—The amount of
funding public housing agencies receive for
administrative fees under section 8(q) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(q)), public housing operating subsidies
under section 9(e) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437g(e)), and public
housing capital funding under section 9(d) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437g(d)) shall be determined accord-
ing to the same funding formula applicable
to public housing agencies that do not par-
ticipate in the Moving to Work demonstra-
tion.

(e) SELECTION REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall select public housing agencies
designated under this section through a com-
petitive process, as determined by the Sec-
retary, with the following parameters:

(1) No public housing agency shall be
granted this designation under this section
that administers more than 27,000 aggregate
housing vouchers and public housing units.

(2) Of the public housing agencies selected
under this section, not more than 12 shall ad-
minister 1,000 or fewer aggregate housing
vouchers and public housing units, not more
than 8 shall administer between 1,001 and
6,000 aggregate housing vouchers and public
housing units, and not more than 5 shall ad-
minister between 6,001 and 27,000 aggregate
housing vouchers and public housing units.

(8) Selection of public housing agencies
under this section shall be based on ensuring
the geographic diversity of Moving to Work
demonstration public housing agencies.
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(4) Within the requirements under para-
graphs (1) through (3), the Secretary shall
prioritize selecting public housing agencies
that serve families with children and youth
aging out of foster care at a rate above the
national average.

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR SELECTED PUBLIC
HOUSING AGENCIES.—Consistent with section
204(c)(3) of the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note), public hous-
ing agencies selected for the Moving to Work
demonstration under this section shall—

(1) ensure that not less than 75 percent of
the families assisted are very low-income
families, as defined in section 3(b)(2)(B) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437a(b)(2)(B));

(2) establish a reasonable rent policy,
which shall be designed to encourage em-
ployment and self-sufficiency by partici-
pating families, consistent with the purpose
of the Moving to Work demonstration, such
as by excluding some or all of a family’s
earned income for purposes of determining
rent;

(3) continue to assist substantially the
same total number of eligible low-income
families as would have been served had the
amounts not been combined;

(4) maintain a comparable mix of families
(by family size) as would have been provided
had the amounts not been used under the
Moving to Work demonstration; and

(5) assure that housing assisted under the
Moving to Work demonstration meets hous-
ing quality standards established or ap-
proved by the Secretary.

(g) NONCOMPLIANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary finds that
a public housing agency participating in the
cohort authorized under this section is not
in compliance with the requirements under
this section, the Secretary shall make a de-
termination of noncompliance.

(2) COMPLIANCE.—Upon making a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall develop a process to bring the public
housing agency into compliance.

(3) REMOVAL.—If a public housing agency
cannot be brought into compliance under the
process developed under paragraph (2), the
Secretary shall remove the participating
public housing agency from the cohort and
replace it with a similarly qualified public
housing agency currently not in the cohort
chosen in the manner described in subsection
(e).

(4) NOTIFICATION.—Upon removing a public
housing agency under paragraph (3), the Sec-
retary shall immediately submit to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services of the House of Representa-
tives—

(A) a notification of the removal; and

(B) a report on the active steps the Sec-
retary is taking to replace the public hous-
ing agency with a new public housing agen-
cy.
(h) COMPREHENSIVE MOVING TO WORK RE-
PORTING AND OVERSIGHT REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) COHORT RESEARCH.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
tinue ongoing research investigations com-
menced as part of the assessment of the co-
horts established under section 239 of the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note;
Public Law 114-113), make public all products
completed as part of those investigations,
and keep such products online for at least 5
years.

(B) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall co-
ordinate with the advisory committee estab-
lished under section 239 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
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tions Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note; Public
Law 114-113) to establish a research program
to evaluate the outcomes and efficacy of the
following for all Moving to Work demonstra-
tion agencies designated under the authority
under such section and this section:

(i) The waivers granted to each cohort and
whether those waivers accomplish the goals
of achieving greater cost effectiveness and
administrative capacity, incentivizing fami-
lies to become economically self-sufficient,
and increasing housing choice.

(ii) The additional flexibilities granted to
individual public housing agencies under
each cohort.

(iii) How the flexibilities described in
clause (ii) were used for local, non-tradi-
tional activities.

(2) COMPREHENSIVE REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report that contains the fol-
lowing for each Moving to Work demonstra-
tion cohort under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note), section 239 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations
Act, 2016 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note; Public Law
114-113), and this section:

(A) The annual administrative plans of
each Moving to Work demonstration public
housing agency.

(B) Assessments of longitudinal data, in-
cluding data on units, households, and out-
comes, which shall be evaluated to compare
changes in the following trends before and
after Moving to Work demonstration des-
ignation:

(i) Impacts on tenants based on the fol-
lowing, disaggregated by the public housing
program and the housing choice voucher pro-
gram:

(I) Eviction rates.

(IT) Hardship policy usage.

(ITI) Share of rent covered by a household.

(IV) Turnover, including the number of
household moves with or without continued
assistance.

(V) Reasons for exit from the program.

(VI) The number and characteristics of
households served, including households with
a non-elderly family member with a dis-
ability, 3 or more minors, homelessness sta-
tus at the time of admission, and average
and median income as a percent of area me-
dian income.

(ii) Impacts on public housing agency oper-
ations based on the following:

(I) The number of units, broken down by
type.

(IT) The size, including the number of bed-
rooms per unit, accessibility, affordability,
and quality of units.

(ITI) The length of each waitlist main-
tained and average wait times.

(IV) Changes in capital backlog needs and
surplus fund and reserve levels.

(V) The number of public housing units un-
dergoing a conversion under the rental as-
sistance demonstration program authorized
under the Department of Housing and Urban
Development Appropriations Act, 2012 (Pub-
lic Law 112-55; 125 Stat. 673) or demolition or
disposition projects under section 18 of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437p), including the number of units lost
and the location of any replacement housing
resulting from demolition or disposition.

(VI) The share of project-based vouchers
compared to tenant-based vouchers.

(VII) The following annual housing choice
voucher data:
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(aa) Voucher unit utilization rates.

(bb) Voucher budget utilization rates.

(cc) Annualized voucher success rate.

(dd) Demographic composition of house-
holds issued vouchers compared to utilized
vouchers.

(ee) Average time to lease-up.

(ff) Average cost per voucher.

(gg) Average cost per landlord incentive.

(hh) Ratio of the proportion of voucher
households living in concentrated low-in-
come areas to the proportion of renter-occu-
pied units in concentrated low-income areas.

(ii) Characteristics of census tracts where
voucher recipients reside.

(VIII) How the public housing agency met
each of the statutory requirements in sec-
tion 204(c)(3) of the Departments of Veterans
Affairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note).

(iii) Impacts on public housing staffing and
capacity, including the average public hous-
ing agency operating, administrative, and
housing assistance payment expenditures per
household per month.

(C) Legislative recommendations for flexi-
bilities that could be expanded to all public
housing agencies and how each flexibility en-
hances housing choice, affordability, and ad-
ministrative capacity and efficiency for pub-
lic housing agencies.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
maintain all reports submitted pursuant to
this section in a manner that is publicly
available, accessible, and searchable on the
website of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for not less than 5 years.

(B) OTHER INFORMATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Annually, the Secretary
shall make the annual plan of the Moving to
Work demonstration, the Section 8 adminis-
trative plan, and the admission and contin-
ued occupancy policy publicly available in 1
location on the website of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development for not less
than 5 years.

(ii) DATABASE.—The Secretary may estab-
lish a searchable database on the website of
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to track the types of flexibilities
into which Moving to Work demonstration
public housing agencies have opted or for
which a waiver was approved by the Sec-
retary, disaggregated by year such flexibili-
ties were adopted or approved.

SEC. 5505. REDUCING HOMELESSNESS THROUGH
PROGRAM REFORM ACT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Financial Services of
the House of Representatives.

(2) AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS.—The term
“‘at risk of homelessness’ has the meaning
given the term in section 401 of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42
U.S.C. 11360).

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

(4) HOMELESS.—The term ‘‘homeless’ has
the meaning given the term in section 103 of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11302).

() PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCY.—The term
‘“‘public housing agency’” has the meaning
given the term in section 3(b) of the United
States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437a(b)).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’, ex-
cept as otherwise provided, means the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development.
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(b) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS FOR THE EMER-
GENCY SOLUTIONS GRANTS PROGRAM.—Section
418 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11378) is amended by
striking ‘“7.5 percent” and inserting ‘‘10 per-
cent”.

(c) AMENDMENTS TO THE CONTINUUM OF
CARE PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title IV of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) is amended—

(A) in section 402(g) (42 U.S.C. 11360a(g))—

(i) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(ii) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

“(2) TIME LIMIT ON DESIGNATION.—The Sec-
retary—

‘“(A) shall accept applications for designa-
tion as a unified funding agency annually or
biennially, which designation shall be effec-
tive for not more than 2 years; and

‘(B) may, on an annual or biennial basis,
renew any designation under subparagraph
(A).”

(B) in section 422 (42 U.S.C. 11382)—

(i) in subsection (b)—

(D) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary’’; and

(IT) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) 2-YEAR NOTIFICATION.—Subject to the
availability of appropriations, the Secretary
may issue a notification of funding avail-
ability for grants awarded under this sub-
title that provides funding for 2 successive
fiscal years, which shall—

“(A) award funds for the second year of
projects, including adjustments under sub-
section (f), unless the project is underper-
forming, as determined by the collaborative
applicant, and the collaborative applicant
applies to replace the project with a new
project; and

‘“(B) include—

‘(i) the method for applying for and award-
ing projects to replace underperforming
projects in year 2;

‘(i) the method for applying for and
awarding renewals of expiring grants for
projects that were not eligible for renewal in
the first fiscal year;

‘‘(iii) the method for allocating any
amounts in the second fiscal year that are in
excess of the amount needed to fund the sec-
ond fiscal year of all grants awarded in the
first fiscal year;

‘““(iv) the method of applying for and
awarding grants, which are 1-year transition
grants awarded by the Secretary to project
sponsors for activities under this subtitle to
transition from 1 eligible activity to another
eligible activity if the recipient—

‘“(I) has the consent of the continuum of
care; and

‘“(IT) meets standards determined by the
Secretary;

‘“(C) announce by notice the award of sec-
ond fiscal year funding and awards for new
and renewal projects; and

‘(D) identify the process by which the Sec-
retary may approve replacement of a col-
laborative applicant that is not a unified
funding agency to receive the award in the
second fiscal year.”’;

(ii) in subsection (c)(2)—

(I) by striking ‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as
provided in subparagraph (B), the Secretary’’
and inserting ‘‘“The Secretary’’; and

(IT) by striking subparagraph (B); and

(iii) in subsection (e), by striking ‘1 year”’
and inserting ‘‘2 years’’;

(C) in section 423(a) (42 U.S.C. 11383)—

(i) in paragraph (4), in the third sentence—

(I) by striking ¢, at the discretion of the
applicant and the project sponsor,’’; and
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(IT) by inserting ‘‘not more than’ before
¢15 years’’;

(ii) in paragraph (7), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘pay-
ment of not more than 6 months of arrears
for rent and utility expenses,” after ‘“‘moving
costs,”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘3 per-
cent” and inserting ‘‘the greater of either
$70,000 or 5 percent’’;

(D) in section 425 (42 U.S.C. 11385), by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(f) ADJUSTMENT OF COSTS.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of this
subsection, and on a biennial basis there-
after, the Comptroller General of the United
States—

‘(1) shall study the hiring, retention, and
compensation levels of the workforce pro-
viding the services described in subsection
(¢), including executive directors, case man-
agers, and frontline staff, and examine
whether low compensation is undermining
program effectiveness;

‘(2) shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on any find-
ings, and to the Secretary any recommenda-
tions, as the Comptroller General considers
appropriate regarding funding levels for the
cost of the supportive services and the staff-
ing to provide the services described in sub-
section (¢); and

‘“(3) in carrying out the study under para-
graph (1), may reference the Consumer Price
Index or other similar surveys.’’;

(E) in section 426 (42 U.S.C. 11386), by add-
ing at the end the following:

‘“(h) INSPECTIONS.—When complying with
inspection requirements for a housing unit
provided to a homeless individual or family
using assistance under this subtitle, the Sec-
retary may allow a grantee to—

‘(1) conduct a pre-inspection not more
than 60 days before leasing the unit;

‘(2) if the unit is located in a rural or
small area, conduct a remote or video in-
spection of a unit; and

‘“(3) allow the unit to be leased prior to
completion of an inspection if the unit
passed an alternative Federal inspection
within the preceding 12-month period, so
long as the unit is inspected not later than 15
days after the start of the lease.”’; and

(F) in section 430 (42 U.S.C. 11386d), by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(d) CosTs PAID BY PROGRAM INCOME.—
With respect to grant amounts awarded
under this subtitle, costs paid by the pro-
gram income of a grant recipient may count
toward the contributions required under sub-
section (a) if the costs—

‘(1) are eligible expenses under this sub-
title;

“(2) meet standards determined by the Sec-
retary; and

‘“(3) supplement activities carried out by
the recipient under this subtitle.”’.

(2) OTHER MODIFICATIONS.—

(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph—

(i) the terms ‘‘collaborative applicant’ and
‘“‘eligible entity’” have the meanings given
those terms in section 401 of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11360); and

(ii) the terms ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribally
designated housing entity’’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 4 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self-
Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

(B) NONAPPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWS.—With respect to the funds made avail-
able for the Continuum of Care program au-
thorized under subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the heading
‘“Homeless Assistance Grants’’ in the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260)
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and under section 231 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a), title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et
seq.) and title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) shall not apply to
applications by or awards for projects to be
carried out—

(i) on or off reservation or trust lands for
awards made to Indian tribes or tribally des-
ignated housing entities; or

(ii) on reservation or trust lands for awards
made to eligible entities.

(C) CERTIFICATION.—With respect to funds
made available for the Continuum of Care
program authorized under subtitle C of title
IV of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the
heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance Grants”
under section 231 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations
Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a)—

(i) applications for projects to be carried
out on reservations or trust land shall con-
tain a certification of consistency with an
approved Indian housing plan developed
under section 102 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act (25 U.S.C. 4112), notwithstanding section
106 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12706) and
section 403 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11361);

(ii) Indian tribes and tribally designated
housing entities that are recipients of
awards for projects on reservations or trust
land shall certify that they are following an
approved housing plan developed under sec-
tion 102 of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act (25
U.S.C. 4112); and

(iii) a collaborative applicant for a Con-
tinuum of Care whose geographic area in-
cludes only reservation and trust land is not
required to meet the requirement in section
402(f)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11360a(f)(2)).

(d) AMENDMENTS TO THE HOUSING CHOICE
VOUCHER PROGRAM.—Section 8(0)(5) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437f(0)(5)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(C) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) a public housing agency may accept a
third party income calculation and
verification of family income for purposes of
this subsection if—

“(I) the calculation and verification was
completed for determination of income eligi-
bility for a Federal program or service dur-
ing the preceding 12-month period; and

‘“(IT) there has been no change in income or
family composition since the calculation and
verification under clause (i); and

‘(ii) when using prior year income under
section 3(a)(7)(B), a public housing agency
shall use the income of the family as deter-
mined by the agency or owner for the prior
calendar year or another 12-month period
ending during the preceding 12 months, tak-
ing into consideration any redetermination
of income between the start of such prior
calendar year or other 12-month period and
the date of the annual review.”’;

(e) IMPROVING COORDINATION BETWEEN
HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS AND SUPPORTIVE
SERVICES.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine to conduct and
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees an evidence-based, nonpartisan
analysis that—

(1) reviews the research on linkages be-
tween access to affordable health care and

sub-
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homelessness and analyzes the effect of
greater coordination and partnerships be-
tween health care organizations, mental
health and substance use disorder and sub-
stance use disorder service providers, and
housing service providers, including possible
cost-savings from providing greater access to
health services, recovery housing, or hous-
ing-related supportive services for individ-
uals experiencing chronic homelessness and
other types of homelessness; and

(2) includes policy and program rec-
ommendations for improving access to
health care and housing, health care and
housing outcomes, possible cost-savings and
efficiencies, and best practices.

(f) DEMONSTRATION AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title IV of
the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. 11360 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 409. DEMONSTRATION AUTHORITY.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

‘“(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and

‘(B) the Committee on Financial Services
of the House of Representatives.

‘“(2) HEALTH CARE ORGANIZATION.—The term
‘health care organization’ means an entity
providing medical or mental and behavioral
health care, including—

“(A) a hospital (as defined in section
1861(e) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395x(e)));

‘(B) a Federally-qualified health center (as
defined in section 1905(1)(2) of the Social Se-
curity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(1)(2))) or another
community health center eligible to receive
a grant under section 330 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254b); and

““(C) a licensed or certified provider of evi-
dence-based substance use disorder services
or mental health services providing such
services pursuant to funding under a block
grant for substance use prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery services or a block grant
for community mental health services under
subpart II or subpart I, respectively, of part
B of title XIX of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 300x et seq.).

‘“(3) HOUSING PROVIDER.—The term ‘housing
provider’ means an entity, including a grant
recipient under subtitle B or C of this title,
a public housing agency (as defined in sec-
tion 3 of the United States Housing Act of
1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a)), or a federally funded
organization or a mnonprofit organization,
that administers a program to provide hous-
ing services to individuals experiencing or at
risk of homelessness, including rapid re-
housing, transitional housing, housing
choice vouchers, and housing-related sup-
portive services.

‘“(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may es-
tablish demonstration projects or partner-
ships that involve collaboration between
housing providers and healthcare organiza-
tions to provide housing-related supportive
services, including—

‘(1) assistance in coordinating data sys-
tems in a manner that is compliant with the
Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act (Public Law 104-191); and

‘“(2) projects or partnerships that are
aimed at serving individuals—

‘“(A) who are homeless, chronically home-
less, or at risk of homelessness; and

“(B) with—

‘“(i) a high-use of emergency services or
emergency departments;

‘“(ii) chronic disabilities, including phys-
ical health or mental health conditions;

‘“(iii) substance use disorders;

‘“(iv) serious mental illness; or
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‘(v) other severe service needs.

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, and every
4 years thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on each demonstration
project or partnership established under this
section.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents in section
101(b) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11301 note) is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 408 the following:

‘“Sec. 409. Demonstration authority.”.

(g) STREAMLINING COORDINATED ENTRY.—

(1) AUDIT BY THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL.—
Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall—

(A) conduct a multi-community evaluation
of the operations of coordinated assessment
systems by the Continuum of Care Program
under subtitle C of title IV of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11381 et seq.) program to examine the effi-
ciency, accuracy, and outcomes of those op-
erations; and

(B) submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees on any findings and to the
Secretary on any recommendations, as the
Comptroller General considers appropriate,
for a more effective and efficient coordinated
entry process.

(2) ASSESSMENTS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall—

(A) evaluate the coordinated assessment
processes under the Continuum of Care Pro-
gram under subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.), which shall include—

(i) a request for information from contin-
uums of care about coordinated entry tools,
processes, barriers, documentation barriers,
and necessary guidance;

(ii) incorporation of findings from relevant
reports and demonstrations of the Depart-
ment, including the report described in para-
graph (1); and

(iii) consultation with organizations with
expertise in providing health care to people
experiencing homelessness on best practices
in assessment tools for prioritizing resources
and characterizing chronic homelessness and
people experiencing homelessness with high-
service needs;

(B) issue an updated notice, which shall in-
clude guidance—

(i) on effective assessment processes that
remove barriers, streamline access, allow for
coordination with public housing agencies,
include trauma-informed data collection
practices, improve accuracy, address needs
for underserved groups, and successfully re-
house homeless individuals;

(ii) that includes all key populations and
subpopulations, including consideration for
age, family status, health status, or other
factors, access points, prioritization, and
programs and systems serving individuals
experiencing homelessness; and

(iii) that allows for local flexibility and
tailoring based on the needs and resources
within the specific community; and

(C) establish a timely, periodic procedure
to request feedback on coordinated assess-
ment and update the guidance, which may
include conducting a request for information
not less frequently than once every 5 years.

(h) IMPROVING TARGETED DATA COLLECTION,
FUNDING, AND COORDINATION.—The Secretary
shall—

(1) issue not less than 1 request for infor-
mation on—
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(A) improving data collection, including
through the use of the Homeless Manage-
ment Information System or other data sys-
tems;

(B) coordination and use of data between
housing and homelessness providers and
physical, mental, and behavioral health or-
ganizations, substance use treatment pro-
viders, and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for implementation of programs to pro-
vide services for people experiencing or at
risk of homelessness, including the chron-
ically homeless; and

(C) the potential benefits and risks of using
artificial intelligence models for the purpose
of improving program coordination and ef-
fectiveness and assessing the effectiveness of
interventions to house individuals experi-
encing or at risk of homelessness, including
by sub-populations;

(2) consider providing incentives to im-
prove data collection, enhance the use of the
Homeless Management Information System,
implement community information ex-
changes, and strengthen the coordination of
data from physical, mental, and behavioral
health organizations with housing and home-
lessness providers, in order to target re-
sources for housing, outreach, homelessness
prevention, and housing-related supportive
services for homeless individuals, or chron-
ically homeless individuals; and

(3) coordinate with the Secretary of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to improve
coordination between data systems for
vouchers provided under section 8(0)(19) of
the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42
U.S.C. 1437f(0)(19)), the Homeless Manage-
ment Information System, and any other ap-
plicable homeless program supported by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— Nothing in
this section or the amendments made by this
section shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary to provide flexi-
bility under housing laws in effect as of the
date of enactment of this Act. The flexibili-
ties and waivers authorized under this sec-
tion and the amendments made by this sec-
tion shall not replace or result in the termi-
nation of other flexibilities and waivers that
the Secretary is authorized to exercise.

SEC. 5506. INCENTIVIZING LOCAL SOLUTIONS TO
HOMELESSNESS.

Section 414 of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11373) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

*“(f) FUNDING CAP WAIVER AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law or regulation, a recipi-
ent may request a waiver of the spending cap
established pursuant to section 415(b) for
amounts provided between fiscal years 2026
through 2029.

¢“(2) WAIVER REQUEST.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—A recipient seeking a
waiver described in paragraph (1) shall sub-
mit to the Secretary a waiver request that
includes not more than the following:

‘(i) A demonstration of local needs and cir-
cumstances that necessitate a waiver.

‘(i) A detailed plan for how the recipient
intends to use funds.

‘‘(iii) A justification for how the proposed
use of funds supports the most recent Con-
solidated Annual Performance and Evalua-
tion Report of the recipient.

‘‘(iv) Any public input solicited under sub-
paragraph (B)(ii).

‘(B) NOTIFICATION.—Each recipient shall—

‘(i) notify all subrecipients, including
local continuums of care, of the availability
of waivers under this subsection; and

‘‘(ii) prior to the submission of a waiver re-
quest under subparagraph (A)), solicit public
input regarding the potential need for and
proposed uses of such waiver.
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‘“(C) APPROVAL; PUBLICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall—

‘(i) make all waiver requests submitted
under subparagraph (A) publicly available on
the website of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development;

‘“(ii) not later than 60 days after the date
on which the Secretary receives a waiver re-
quest under subparagraph (A), approve or
deny the request; and

‘(iii) deny any waiver submitted under
subparagraph (A) by a recipient that relo-
cates or threaten to relocates individuals or
their property without providing emergency
shelter, rapid rehousing, transitional hous-
ing, permanent supportive housing, or other
permanent housing options.

““(3) REVOCATION.—

‘‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—A waiver approved
under this subsection shall remain in effect
for each of fiscal years 2026 through 2029 un-
less the recipient notifies the Secretary in
writing that the recipient wishes to revoke
the waiver.

‘(B) NOTIFICATION.—If a recipient revokes
a waiver under subparagraph (A), the recipi-
ent shall solicit input from subrecipients re-
garding the revocation and provide a jus-
tification for the revocation.

‘(C) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall
publish any revocation of a waiver under
subparagraph (A) and the justification of the
recipient for the waiver on the website of the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.”.

TITLE VI—VETERANS AND HOUSING
SEC. 5601. VA HOME LOAN AWARENESS ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part 2 of the
Federal Housing Enterprises Financial Safe-
ty and Soundness Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 4541
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 1329. UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL LOAN APPLI-
CATION.

“Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Director shall,
by regulation or order, require each enter-
prise to include a disclaimer below the mili-
tary service question on the form known as
the Uniform Residential Loan Application
stating, ‘If yes, you may qualify for a VA
Home Loan. Consult your lender regarding
eligibility.’.”.

(b) GAO STUDY.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a study and submit to Con-
gress a report on whether not less than 80
percent of lenders using the Uniform Resi-
dential Loan Application have included on
that form the disclaimer required under sec-
tion 1329 of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Financial Safety and Soundness Act of 1992,
as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 5602. VETERANS AFFAIRS LOAN INFORMED
DISCLOSURE (VALID) ACT.

(a) FHA INFORMED CONSUMER CHOICE DIS-
CLOSURE.—

(1) INCLUSION OF INFORMATION RELATING TO
VA LOANS.—Subparagraph (A) of section
203(f)(2) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1709(£)(2)(A)) is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘(i) after ‘‘loan-to-value
ratio’’; and

(B) by inserting before the semicolon the
following: ‘‘, and (ii) in connection with a
loan guaranteed or insured under chapter 37
of title 38, United States Code, assuming pre-
vailing interest rates’.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by paragraph (1) shall be
construed to require an original lender to de-
termine whether a prospective borrower is
eligible for any loan included in the notice
required under section 203(f) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1709(f)).

(b) MILITARY SERVICE QUESTION.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart A of part 2 of sub-
title A of the Federal Housing Enterprises
Financial Safety and Soundness Act of 1992
(12 U.S.C. 4541 et seq.), as amended by section
601(a) of this Act, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 1330. UNIFORM RESIDENTIAL LOAN APPLI-
CATION.

“Not later than 6 months after the date of
enactment of this section, the Director shall
require each enterprise to—

‘(1) include a military service question on
the form known as the Uniform Residential
Loan Application; and

‘“(2) position the question described in
paragraph (1) above the signature line of the
Uniform Residential Loan Application.”.

(2) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Federal Housing Finance
Agency shall issue a rule to carry out the
amendment made by this section.

SEC. 5603. HOUSING UNHOUSED DISABLED VET-
ERANS ACT.

(a) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN DISABILITY BENE-
FITS.—Section 3(b)(4)(B) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437a(b)(4)(B))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating clauses (iv) and (v) as
clauses (vi) and (vii), respectively; and

(2) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(iv) for the purpose of determining in-
come eligibility with respect to the sup-
ported housing program under section
8(0)(19), any disability benefits received
under chapter 11 or chapter 15 of title 38,
United States Code, received by a veteran,
except that this exclusion shall not apply to
the income in the definition of adjusted in-
come;

“‘(v) for the purpose of determining income
eligibility with respect to any household re-
ceiving rental assistance under the sup-
ported housing program under section
8(0)(19) as it relates to eligibility for other
types of housing assistance, any disability
benefits received under chapter 11 or chapter
15 of title 38, United States Code, received by
a veteran, except that this exclusion shall
not apply to income in the definition of ad-
justed income;”’.

(b) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN DISABILITY BEN-
EFITS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—When determining the eli-
gibility of a veteran to rent a residential
dwelling unit constructed on Department
property on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, for which assistance is pro-
vided as part of a housing assistance pro-
gram administered by the Secretary, the
Secretary shall exclude from income any dis-
ability benefits received under chapter 11 or
chapter 15 of title 38, United States Code by
such person.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(B) DEPARTMENT PROPERTY.—The term
“Department property’” has the meaning
given the term in section 901 of title 38,
United States Code.

TITLE VII—OVERSIGHT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY
SEC. 5701. REQUIRING ANNUAL TESTIMONY AND
OVERSIGHT FROM HOUSING REGU-
LATORS.

(a) HUD PROGRAMS.—The Department of
Housing and Urban Development Act (42
U.S.C. 3531 et seq.) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“SEC. 15. ANNUAL TESTIMONY.

“The Secretary shall, on an annual basis,
testify before the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
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House of Representatives on the status of all
programs carried out by the Department, at
the request of the relevant committee.”.

(b) GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED OR INSURED
MORTGAGES.—On an annual basis, the fol-
lowing individuals shall testify before the
appropriate committees of Congress with re-
spect to mortgage loans made, guaranteed,
or insured by the Federal Government:

(1) The President of the Government Na-
tional Mortgage Association.

(2) The Federal Housing Commissioner.

(3) The Administrator of the Rural Housing
Service.

(4) The Executive Director of the Loan
Guaranty Service of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

(5) The Director of the Federal Housing Fi-
nance Agency.

(c) MORTGAGEE REVIEW BOARD.—Section
202(c)(8) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(c)(8)) is amended—

(1) by striking ¢‘, in consultation with the
Federal Housing Administration Advisory
Board,”’; and

(2) by inserting ‘“‘and to Congress’ after
‘“‘the Secretary”.

SEC. 5702. FHA REPORTING REQUIREMENTS ON
SAFETY AND SOUNDNESS.

(a) MONTHLY REPORTING ON MUTUAL MORT-
GAGE INSURANCE FUND CAPITAL RATIO.—Sec-
tion 202(a) of the National Housing Act (12
U.S.C. 1708(a)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘“(8) OTHER REQUIRED REPORTING.—The Sec-
retary shall—

““(A) submit to Congress monthly reports
on the capital ratio required under section
205()(2); and

‘“(B) notify Congress as soon as practicable
after the Fund falls below the capital ratio
required under section 205(f)(2).”’.

(b) ANNUAL INDEPENDENT ACTUARIAL
STUDY.—Section 202(a)(4) of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1708(a)(4)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘““(A) DEFINITION.—In this paragraph, the
term ‘first-time homebuyer’ means a bor-
rower for whom no consumer report (as de-
fined in section 603 of the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (15 U.S.C. 168la)) indicates that the
borrower has or had a loan with a consumer
purpose that is secured by a 1- to 4-unit resi-
dential real property.

‘“(B) STUDY AND REPORT.—The Secretary’’;
and

(2) in subparagraph (B), as so designated,
by striking ‘‘also’ and inserting ‘‘detail how
many loans were originated in each census
tract to first-time homebuyers, as well as”.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Section 203(w)(2) of
the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C.
1709(w)(2)) is amended by inserting ‘‘and
first-time homebuyers (as defined in section
202(a)(4)(A))”’ after ‘“‘minority borrowers”.

(d) GAO STUDY ON SUSTAINABLE HOMEOWN-
ERSHIP.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
conduct a study and submit to Congress a re-
port on—

(1) the value for the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration of defining what is sustainable
homeownership in a way that considers bor-
rower default, refinancing of a mortgage
that is not insured by the Federal Housing
Administration, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or Rural Housing Service, paying off
a mortgage loan and transitioning back to
renting, and other factors that demonstrate
whether insurance provided under title II of
the National Housing Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et
seq.) has successfully served a borrower, in-
cluding for first-time homebuyers for whom
no consumer report (as defined in section 603
of the Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C.
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168la)) indicates that the borrower has or
had a loan with a consumer purpose that is
secured by a 1- to 4-unit residential real
property; and

(2) the feasibility of the Federal Housing
Administration developing a scorecard using
the metrics described in paragraph (1) to
measure borrower performance and reporting
the scorecard data to Congress.

SEC. 5703. UNITED STATES INTERAGENCY COUN-
CIL ON HOMELESSNESS OVERSIGHT.

Section 203(a) of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11313(a))
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Homeless Emergency As-
sistance and Rapid Transition to Housing
Act of 2009” and inserting ‘‘Renewing Oppor-
tunity in the American Dream to Housing
Act”; and

(B) by striking ‘‘update such plan annu-
ally” and inserting the following: “submit to
the President and Congress a report every
year thereafter that includes— ‘¢

‘“(A) the status of completion of the plan;
and

‘(B) any modifications that were made to
the plan and the reasons for those modifica-
tions;”’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (10)
through (13) as paragraphs (11) through (14),
respectively;

(3) by redesignating the second paragraph
(9) (relating to collecting and disseminating
information) as paragraph (10);

(4) in paragraph (13), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘and’ at the end;

(5) in paragraph (14), as so redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting
¢ and

(6) by adding at the end the following:

‘(15) testify annually before Congress.”’.
SEC. 5704. NEIGHBORWORKS ACCOUNTABILITY

ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 415(a)(1)(A) of
title 5, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘the Neighborhood Reinvestment
Corporation,” after ‘‘the Postal Regulatory
Commission,”.

(b) DUTIES AND AUDITS.—The Neighborhood
Reinvestment Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 8101
et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 606 (42 U.S.C. 8105), by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(e)(1) There is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Office of Inspector General of
the corporation established under section 415
of title 5, United States Code, such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this Act.

‘“(2) There shall not be transferred to the
Office of Inspector General of the corpora-
tion any program operating responsibilities
of the corporation, including the organiza-
tional assessments work and grantee over-
sight function of the corporation.”.

(c) INDEPENDENT AUDIT.—Section 607 of the
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 8106) is amended by striking sub-
section (b) and inserting following:

‘“(b)(1) The accounts of the corporation
shall be audited annually by an independent
external auditor.

‘(2) Notwithstanding any other audit work
performed by the Office of Inspector General
of the corporation, the audits required under
paragraph (1) shall be conducted in accord-
ance with generally accepted auditing stand-
ards by independent certified public account-
ants who are certified by a regulatory au-
thority of the jurisdiction in which the audit
is undertaken.”.

SEC. 5705. APPRAISAL MODERNIZATION ACT.

(a) RECONSIDERATION OF VALUE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 129E of the Truth
In Lending Act (15 U.S.C. 1639¢) is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (j) and (k)
as subsections (k) and (1), respectively; and
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(B) by inserting after subsection (i) the fol-
lowing:

““(j) CONSUMER RIGHT TO RECONSIDERATION
OF VALUE OR SUBSEQUENT APPRAISAL.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘“(A) UNACCEPTABLE APPRAISAL PRACTICE.—
The term ‘unacceptable appraisal practice’
means an appraisal report that—

‘(i) uses unsupported or subjective terms
to assess or rate the property without pro-
viding a foundation for analysis and contex-
tual information;

‘‘(ii) uses inaccurate or incomplete data
about the subject property, the neighbor-
hood, the market area, or any comparable
property;

‘“(iii) includes references, statements or
comparisons about crime rates or crime sta-
tistics, whether objective or subjective;

‘(iv) relies in the appraisal analysis on
comparable properties that were not person-
ally inspected by the appraiser when re-
quired by the appraisal’s scope of work;

‘“(v) relies in the appraisal analysis on in-
appropriate comparable properties;

‘“(vi) fails to use comparable properties
that are more similar, or nearer, to the sub-
ject property without adequate explanation;

‘“(vii) uses comparable property data pro-
vided by any interested party to the trans-
action without verification by a disin-
terested party;

‘‘(viii) uses inappropriate adjustments for
differences between the subject property and
the comparable properties that do not reflect
the market’s reaction to such differences; or

‘‘(ix) fails to make proper adjustments, in-
cluding time adjustments for differences be-
tween the subject property and the com-
parable properties when necessary.

‘(B) UNSUPPORTED.—The term ‘unsup-
ported’ means, with respect to an appraisal
report or an appraiser’s opinion of value,
that the appraisal report or the opinion of
value is not supported by relevant evidence
and logic.

‘(2) REVIEW.—In connection with a con-
sumer credit transaction secured by a con-
sumer’s principal dwelling, a creditor shall
have a review and resolution procedure for a
consumer-initiated reconsideration of value
or subsequent appraisal that complies with
the following requirements:

““(A) The creditor shall complete its own
appraisal review before delivering the ap-
praisal to the consumer.

‘(B) The creditor shall have policies and
procedures that provide the consumer with a
process to submit 1 request for a reconsider-
ation of value and subsequent appraisal prior
to the loan closing or within 60 calendar
days of denial of a credit application if the
consumer believes the appraisal report may
be unsupported, may be deficient due to an
unacceptable appraisal practice, or may re-
flect discrimination.

‘“(C) At the time of application and upon
delivery of the appraisal report to the con-
sumer, the creditor shall provide a written
disclosure to the consumer describing the
process for requesting a reconsideration of
value or subsequent appraisal, which written
disclosure shall include a standardized for-
mat for the consumer to submit the request
for a reconsideration of value, including—

‘(i) the name of the borrower;

‘“(ii) the property address;

‘‘(iii) the effective date of the appraisal;

‘‘(iv) the appraiser’s name;

‘“(v) the date of the request;

‘‘(vi) a description of why the consumer be-
lieves the appraisal report may be unsup-
ported, may be deficient due to an unaccept-
able appraisal practice, or may reflect dis-
crimination;

‘“(vii) any additional information, data, in-
cluding not more than 5 alternative com-
parable properties and the related data
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sources that the consumer would like the ap-
praiser to consider; and

‘“(viii) an explanation of why the new in-
formation, data, or comparable properties
support the reconsideration of value.

‘(D) The creditor shall obtain the nec-
essary information from the consumer if the
consumer’s request for reconsideration of
value or subsequent appraisal is unclear or
requires more information.

‘“(E) The creditor shall have a standardized
format to communicate the reconsideration
of value to the appraiser, which format shall
include—

‘(i) the name of the borrower;

‘‘(ii) the property address;

‘‘(iii) the effective date of the appraisal;

‘‘(iv) the appraiser’s name;

‘“(v) the date of the request;

‘(vi) a description of any area of the ap-
praisal report that may be unsupported, may
be deficient due to an unacceptable appraisal
practice, or may reflect discrimination;

‘‘(vii) any additional information, data, in-
cluding not more than 5 alternative com-
parable properties and the related data
sources that the consumer would like the ap-
praiser to consider;

‘‘(viii) an explanation of why the new in-
formation, data, or comparable properties
support the reconsideration of value;

‘‘(ix) a definition of turn-time expectations
for the appraiser to communicate the recon-
sideration of value results back to the cred-
itor;

‘“(x) instructions for delivering the recon-
sideration of value response as part of a re-
vised appraisal report that includes com-
mentary on conclusions regardless of the
outcome; and

‘“‘(xi) a reference for appraisers on how to
correct minor appraisal issues or non-mate-
rial errors not related to the reconsideration
of value process.

‘“(3) SUBSEQUENT APPRAISAL AND REFER-
RAL.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—If the creditor identifies
material deficiencies in the appraisal report
that are not corrected or addressed by the
appraiser upon request of the creditor, in-
cluding through a consumer-initiated recon-
sideration of value, or if there is evidence of
unsupported or unacceptable appraisal prac-
tices, the creditor shall—

‘(i) at the request of the consumer, order
a subsequent appraisal at the creditor’s own
expense; and

‘“(ii) forward the appraisal report and the
creditor’s summary of findings to the appro-
priate appraisal licensing agency or regu-
latory board.

‘“(B) DISCRIMINATION.—If the creditor has
reason to believe that an appraisal report re-
flects discrimination, the creditor shall—

‘(i) order a subsequent appraisal, at the
creditor’s own expense;

‘“(ii) forward the appraisal report and the
creditor’s summary of findings to the appro-
priate local, State, or Federal enforcement
agency; and

‘‘(iii) upon a final determination of dis-
crimination by the appropriate local, State,
or Federal enforcement agency, receive a re-
imbursement from the appraiser covering
the cost of the subsequent appraisal ordered
by the creditor.

¢“(C) DEFINITION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
clause (ii), in this paragraph, the term ‘rea-
son to believe’ means that the creditor has
reviewed the applicable law and available
evidence and determined that a potential
violation of Federal or state antidiscrimina-
tion law exists. The available evidence may
include the appraisal report, loan files, writ-
ten communications, credible observations
by persons with direct knowledge, statistical
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analysis, and the appraiser’s response to the
request for a reconsideration of value.

‘(i1) EXCEPTION.—The term ‘reason to be-
lieve’ does not mean that there is a final
legal determination of discrimination.

‘(4) DOCUMENT RETENTION.—The creditor
shall retain all documentation and written
communications related to the request for
reconsideration of value or subsequent ap-
praisal in the loan file during the 7-year pe-
riod beginning on the date on which the con-
sumer submitted the credit application.

“(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This sub-
section is consistent with the exceptions to
the appraiser independence requirements
found in subsection (c). Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to require a cred-
itor to submit a reconsideration of value to
the original appraiser before ordering a sub-
sequent appraisal from a subsequent ap-
praiser.”’.

(2) RULES AND INTERPRETATIVE GUIDE-
LINES.—Section 129E(g) of the Truth in Lend-
ing Act (15 U.S.C. 1639e(g)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2), the Board” and inserting ‘‘para-
graphs (2) and (3), the Bureau’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) FINAL RULE.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this para-
graph, the Federal Housing Finance Agency
shall issue a final rule after notice and com-
ment and issue such guidance as may be nec-
essary to carry out and enforce subsection
@.”.

(b) PUBLIC APPRAISAL DATABASE.——

(1) COVERED AGENCIES DEFINED.—The term
‘‘covered agencies’ means—

(A) the Federal Housing Finance Agency,
on behalf of the Federal National Mortgage
Association and the Federal Home Loan
Mortgage Corporation;

(B) the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, including the Federal Housing
Administration;

(C) the Department of Agriculture; and

(D) the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) FEASIBILITY REPORT.—NoO later than 240
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall issue a public report to Congress as-
sessing the feasibility of creating a publicly
available appraisal database that consists of
a searchable and downloadable appraisal-
level public use file that consolidates ap-
praisal data held or aggregated by covered
agencies, which shall include—

(A) the costs and benefits associated with
establishing and maintaining the public
database;

(B) the benefits and risks associated with
either the Federal Housing Finance Agency
or the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion being responsible for the public data-
base and whether there is another Federal
agency best suited for implementing and ad-
ministering such database;

(C) any safety and soundness, antitrust, or
consumer privacy-related risks associated
with making certain appraisal data factors
publicly available, including whether—

(i) there are any existing legal require-
ments, including under the Home Mortgage
Disclosure Act of 1974 (12 U.S.C. 2801 et seq.)
and section 552 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“‘Freedom of Infor-
mation Act”’), or additional actions Federal
agencies could take to mitigate such risks,
such as modifying or aggregating data, or
eliminating personally identifiable informa-
tion; and

(ii) there are any data factors that, if made
public, may violate conduct, ethics, or other
professional standards as they relate to ap-
praisals and appraisal or valuation profes-
sionals;

(D) the feasibility of consolidating or
matching appraisal data held by covered
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agencies with corresponding data that is re-
quired and made public under the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1974 (12 U.S.C.
2801 et seq.);

(E) whether the publication of any ap-
praisal data factors may pose unfair business
advantages within the valuation industry;

(F) the feasibility of including all valu-
ation data held by covered agencies, includ-
ing data produced by automated valuation
models;

(G) the feasibility and benefits of making
the full appraisal dataset, including any
modified fields, available to—

(i) Federal agencies, including for purposes
related to enforcement and supervision re-
sponsibilities;

(ii) relevant State licensing, supervision,
and enforcement agencies and State attor-
neys general;

(iii) approved researchers, including aca-
demics and nonprofit organizations that, in
connection with their mission, work to en-
sure the fairness and consistency of home
valuations, including appraisals; and

(iv) any other entities identified by the
Comptroller General as having a compelling
use for disaggregated data;

(H) what appraisal data is already avail-
able in the public domain; and

(I) the feasibility of incorporating legacy
data held by covered agencies during the pe-
riod beginning on January 1, 2017 and ending
on the date of enactment of this Act, and
whether there are specific data points not
easily consolidated or matched, as described
in subparagraph (D), with more recent data.

(3) PURPOSE.—The database described in
paragraph (2) shall be used to provide the
public, the Federal Government, and State
governments with residential real estate ap-
praisal data to help determine whether fi-
nancial institutions, appraisal management
companies, appraisers, valuation tech-
nologies, such as automated valuation mod-
els, and other valuation professionals are
serving the housing market in a manner that
is efficient and consistent for all mortgage
loan applicants, borrowers, and commu-
nities.

(4) CONSULTATION.—ASs part of the informa-
tion used in the report required under para-
graph (2), the Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct interviews
with—

(A) relevant Federal agencies;

(B) relevant State licensing, supervision,
and enforcement agencies and State attor-
neys general;

(C) appraisers and other home valuation
industry professionals;

(D) mortgage lending institutions;

(E) fair housing and fair lending experts;
and

(F) any other relevant stakeholders as de-
termined by the Comptroller General.

(5) HEARING.—Upon the completion of the
report under paragraph (2), the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Financial
Services of the House of Representatives
shall each hold a hearing on the findings of
the report and the feasibility of establishing
a public appraisal-level appraisal database.

TITLE VIII—COORDINATION, STUDIES,

AND REPORTING
SEC. 5801. HUD-USDA-VA INTERAGENCY COORDI-
NATION ACT.

(a) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Secretary of Agriculture, and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish
a memorandum of understanding, or other
appropriate interagency agreement, to share
relevant housing-related research and mar-
ket data that facilitates evidence-based pol-
icymaking.
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(b) INTERAGENCY REPORT.—

(1) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development,
the Secretary of Agriculture, and the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall jointly sub-
mit to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Finance of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report containing—

(A) a description of opportunities for in-
creased collaboration between the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to reduce inefficiencies in
housing programs;

(B) a list of Federal laws and regulations
that adversely affect the availability and af-
fordability of new construction of assisted
housing and single family and multifamily
residential housing subject to mortgages in-
sured under title II of the National Housing
Act (12 U.S.C. 1707 et seq.), insured, guaran-
teed, or made by the Secretary of Agri-
culture under title V of the Housing Act of
1949 (42 U.S.C. 1471 et seq.), or insured, guar-
anteed, or made by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under chapter 37 of title 38,
United States Code; and

(C) recommendations for Congress regard-
ing the Federal laws and regulations de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

(2) PUBLICATION.—The report required
under paragraph (1) shall, prior to submis-
sion under that subsection, be published in
the Federal Register and open for comment
for a period of 30 days.

SEC. 5802. STREAMLINING RURAL HOUSING ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
enter into a memorandum of understanding
to—

(1) evaluate categorical exclusions under
the environmental review process for hous-
ing projects funded by amounts from the De-
partment of the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Department of Agriculture;

(2) develop a process to designate a lead
agency and streamline adoption of Environ-
mental Impact Statements and Environ-
mental Assessments approved by the other
Department to construct housing projects
funded by both agencies;

(3) maintain compliance with environ-
mental regulations under part 58 of title 24,
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on
January 1, 2025, except as required to amend,
add, or remove categorical exclusions identi-
fied under sections 58.35 of title 24, Code of
Federal Regulations, through standard rule-
making procedures; and

(4) evaluate the feasibility of a joint phys-
ical inspection process for housing projects
funded by amounts from the Department of
the Housing and Urban Development and the
Department of Agriculture.

(b) ADVISORY WORKING GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
establish an advisory working group for the
purpose of consulting on the memorandum of
understanding entered into under subsection
(a).

(2) MEMBERS.—The advisory working group
established under paragraph (1) shall consist
of representatives of—

(A) affordable housing nonprofit organiza-
tions;

(B) State housing agencies;

(C) nonprofit and for-profit home builders
and housing developers;

(D) property management companies;

(E) public housing agencies;
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(F) residents in housing assisted by the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
or the Department of Agriculture and rep-
resentatives of those residents; and

(G) housing contract administrators.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
and the Secretary of Agriculture shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes recommendations for legislative, reg-
ulatory, or administrative actions—

(1) to improve the efficiency and effective-
ness of housing projects funded by amounts
from the Department of the Housing and
Urban Development and the Department of
Agriculture; and

(2) that do not materially, with respect to
residents of housing projects described in
paragraph (1)—

(A) reduce the safety of those residents;

(B) shift long-term costs onto those resi-
dents; or

(C) undermine the environmental stand-
ards of those residents.

SEC. 5803. IMPROVING SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF
FAMILIES IN HUD-SUBSIDIZED
HOUSING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) STUDY.—Subject to subsection (b), the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment shall conduct a study on the implemen-
tation of work requirements implemented
prior to the date of enactment of this Act by
public housing agencies described in para-
graph (4) participating in the Moving to
Work demonstration authorized under sec-
tion 204 of the Departments of Veterans Af-
fairs and Housing and Urban Development,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f note).

(2) ScoPE.—The study required under para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) consider the short-, medium-, and long-
term benefits and challenges of work re-
quirements on public housing agencies de-
scribed in paragraph (4) and on program par-
ticipants who are subject to such require-
ments, including the effects work require-
ments have on homelessness rates, poverty
rates, asset building, earnings growth, job
attainment and retention, and public hous-
ing agencies’ administrative capacity; and

(B) include quantitative and qualitative
evidence, including interviews with program
participants described in subparagraph (A)
and their respective resident councils.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall report the initial findings of the
study required under paragraph (1) to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Financial Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

(4) PUBLIC HOUSING AGENCIES DESCRIBED.—
The public housing agencies described in this
paragraph are public housing agencies that,
as part of an application to participate in
the program under section 204 of the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and
Urban Development, and Independent Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 1996 (42 U.S.C. 1437f
note), submit a proposal identifying work re-
quirements as an innovative proposal.

(b) DETERMINATION.—The requirement
under subsection (a) shall apply if the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development
determines that—

(1) there are a sufficient number of public
housing agencies described in subsection
(a)(4) such that the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development can rigorously evaluate
the impact of the implementation of work
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requirements described in that subsection;
and

(2) the study would not negatively impact
low-income families receiving assistance
through a public housing agency described in
subsection (a)(4).

SA 3902. Mr. BOOKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. DOJ GRANT ELIGIBILITY.

In awarding grants administered by the
Department of Justice to any entity and in
determining the eligibility of the entity to
receive grant funds, the Attorney General
may not require the entity to agree to com-
ply with, certify compliance with, or comply
with—

(1) section 642 of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of
1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373);

(2) any memorandum issued by the Presi-
dent; or

(3) any Executive Order
President.

SA 3903. Mr. CORNYN (for himself
and Mr. PADILLA) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:
SEC. 1067.

issued by the

LIMITATION ON CIVIL ACTIONS AF-
FECTED BY UNITED STATES SANC-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 111 of title 28,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§1660. Limitation on civil actions affected by

United States sanctions

‘‘(a) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any
provision of law, no person (other than the
United States or a person acting on behalf of
the United States) may bring a civil action
in Federal or State court to enforce any for-
eign judgment or foreign arbitral award aris-
ing from a claim where—

‘(1 the underlying conduct or cir-
cumstances giving rise to the claim resulted
from actions to comply with United States
sanctions impeding the performance of a
contract; or

‘(2) the court or tribunal issuing the judg-
ment or arbitral award asserted jurisdiction
based, in whole or in part, on the imposition
of United States sanctions or export controls
(or any foreign law enacted in response to
the imposition of United States sanctions or
export controls).

“(b) REMOVAL AND DISMISSAL.—An action
to recognize or enforce a foreign judgment or
foreign arbitral award described in sub-
section (a) may be removed by any defendant
to the appropriate United States district
court, which shall dismiss the action.
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‘“‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed to limit—

‘(1) the authority of the President, any
delegate of the President (including the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury), or any other officer
or official of the United States to bring any
action or exercise any responsibility under
any applicable State or Federal law;

‘(2) any right, remedy, or cause of action
available to a victim of international ter-
rorism, torture, extrajudicial killing, air-
craft sabotage, or hostage taking, who is, or
was at the time of the victim’s injury, a na-
tional of the United States, a member of the
United States Armed Forces, an employee of
the United States Government, or an indi-
vidual performing a contract awarded by the
United States Government acting within the
scope of the individual’s employment, or a
family member of any such victim, under
any applicable State or Federal law, includ-
ing—

““(A) chapter 97 of this title;

‘“(B) chapter 113B of title 18; and

‘(C) the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria
Human Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8701 et
seq.) and any other laws providing for the ap-
plication of sanctions with respect to Iran or
Syria;

‘(3) any right, remedy, or cause of action
available to any party arising under or relat-
ing to the party’s contractual rights (other
than an action to enforce a foreign judgment
or foreign arbitral award described in sub-
section (a)) where the parties agreed to re-
solve all disputes by litigation in a State or
Federal court within the United States or by
arbitration within the United States; or

‘“(4) any other right, remedy, or cause of
action available to any party arising under
State or Federal law (other than an action to
enforce a foreign judgment or foreign arbi-
tral award described in subsection (a)) where
the underlying conduct or circumstances
giving rise to the claim resulted from the
imposition of United States sanctions or ex-
port controls.

‘(d) UNITED STATES SANCTIONS DEFINED.—
In this section:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘United States
sanctions’ means any prohibition, restric-
tion, or condition on transactions involving
any property in which any foreign country
or national thereof has any interest that is
imposed by the United States to address
threats to the national security, foreign pol-
icy, or economy of the United States pursu-
ant to—

“‘(A) section 203 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C. 1702);
or

‘“(B) any other provision of law, including
any provision of law relating to export con-
trols.

‘“(2) DuTiEs.—The term ‘United States
sanctions’ does not include the imposition of
a duty on the importation of goods.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for such chapter is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 1659
the following new item:
¢“1660. Limitation on civil actions affected by

United States sanctions.”.

(c) APPLICATION.—Section 1660 of title 28,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), applies with respect to civil actions
pending on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SA 3904. Mr. LUJAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
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fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle F of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . NORTHWESTERN NEW MEXICO
RURAL WATER PROJECTS ACT.
(a) Project Contracts.—Section

10604(b)(3)(B) of the Northwestern New Mex-
ico Rural Water Projects Act (Public Law
111-11; 123 Stat. 1389) is amended by striking
‘“‘shall be at least’” and all that follows
through the period at the end and inserting
‘‘shall not exceed $76,000,000.”".

(b) Authorization of Appropriations.—Sec-
tion 10609(a)(1) of the Northwestern New
Mexico Rural Water Projects Act (Public
Law 111-11; 123 Stat. 1395) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$870,000,000”” and inserting
¢‘$1,815,000,000"’; and

(2) by striking ‘2024 and inserting ‘‘2026".

SA 3905. Ms. CANTWELL (for herself
and Mr. WELCH) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1264. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ROLE OF
MULTINATIONAL PEACEKEEPING
MISSIONS IN SUPPORTING PEACE IN
THE MIDDLE EAST.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The Multinational Force and Observers
(MFO) in the Sinai Peninsula have effec-
tively maintained peace and stability be-
tween Egypt and Israel by monitoring com-
pliance with the 1979 Israeli-Egyptian Peace
and preventing the resurgence of hostilities
for over four decades.

(2) The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion-led peacekeepers in Kosovo effectively
stabilized that region by preventing renewed
ethnic conflict, safeguarding civilians, and
supporting the return of displaced persons
following the 1999 conflict.

(3) The North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) peacekeeping forces in Bosnia
effectively enforced the Dayton Peace Agree-
ment, ended large-scale hostilities, and con-
tributed to long-term regional stability and
reconstruction.

(4) The African Union-led Hybrid Operation
in Darfur (UNAMID), jointly deployed with
the United Nations, has protected vulnerable
populations, ensured delivery of humani-
tarian aid, and helped rebuild infrastructure
in the aftermath of a protracted conflict.

(5) Multinational peacekeeping missions,
led by alliances such as NATO, the African
Union (AU), the European Union (EU), and
ad hoc coalitions, have successfully sup-
ported humanitarian operations in complex
emergencies in locations such as Iraq, the
Sahel Region, Somalia, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, and Ukraine.

(6) Such missions have provided immediate
and sustained humanitarian relief, including
the protection of civilians, the delivery of
food and medical supplies, and the support of
internally displaced persons and refugees.

S6775

(7) The United States Government has con-
structively engaged in negotiations and pro-
moted peace settlements among parties in
post-conflict environments that had suffered
from mass atrocities and acts of terrorism,
including in Bosnia, Kosovo, Liberia, El Sal-
vador, Sudan, Colombia, and Guatemala.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the policy of the United States
should be—

(1) to support an immediate cease-fire in
Gaza;

(2) to help organize a multinational force
that includes international peacekeepers
from NATO, major non-NATO allies, and
members of the League of Arab States in co-
ordination with local Palestinian civilian
leaders, for the purpose of facilitating and
protecting the delivery of humanitarian as-
sistance to the civilian population of Gaza;
and

(3) to support—

(A) the delivery of food, water, and medical
supplies to Gaza;

(B) capacity-building activities for Gaza in
water, sanitation, electricity, medical care,
and food systems; and

(C) final implementation of a diplomatic
solution for working toward a long-term
peace in the Middle East in line with a two-
state solution.

SA 3906. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, add
the following:

SEC. 849B. BRIEFING ON PROCUREMENT STRAT-
EGY FOR THE FLAME RESISTANT
ARMY COMBAT UNIFORM.

Not later than December 15, 2025, the Sec-
retary of War shall brief the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives on the procurement strat-
egy on how the Department of War will work
with industry to maintain a strong indus-
trial base as identified in the 2024 Defense
Logistics Agency CAMOLAND Clothing and
Textile Industrial Base Wargame, specifi-
cally addressing the procurement strategy
for the Flame Resistant Army Combat Uni-
form (FRACU).

SA 3907. Mr. MERKLEY (for himself
and Mr. SHEEHY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. TIMBER PRODUCTION EXPANSION
GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity” means an individual or entity that
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owns or operates a sawmill or other wood-
processing facility located in a rural area (as
defined in section 343(a) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1991(a))) of the United States.

(2) ELIGIBLE FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘el-
igible Federal land’ means any unit of Fed-
eral land, including Indian forest land or
rangeland, that has been identified by the
Secretary, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as high or very high
priority for ecological restoration involving
vegetation removal under subsection (b).

(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’ means
the Timber Production Expansion Guaran-
teed Loan Program of the Department of Ag-
riculture.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(b) IDENTIFICATION OF ELIGIBLE FEDERAL
LAND.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, and not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years thereafter,
the Secretary, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall—

(1) review Federal land under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary or the Secretary of the
Interior; and

(2) identify units of Federal land that, as
determined by the Secretaries, are high or
very high priority for ecological restoration
involving vegetation removal.

(¢) LOAN GUARANTEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of the Interior,
shall provide loan guarantees under the Pro-
gram to eligible entities seeking to estab-
lish, reopen, retrofit, expand, or improve a
sawmill or other wood-processing facility lo-
cated within a 250-mile radius of, a unit of el-
igible Federal land, if the presence of a saw-
mill or other wood-processing facility would,
or does, substantially decrease the cost of
conducting ecological restoration projects
involving vegetation removal on the eligible
Federal land, as determined by the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Secretary of
the Interior.

(2) CONDITIONS.—A 1loan guarantee under
the Program shall be provided in accordance
with such conditions as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary.

(3) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The Secretary may
provide a total of not more than $220,000,000
in loan guarantees under the Program.

SA 3908. Ms. SLOTKIN (for herself
and Ms. COLLINS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3748 proposed by Mr.
WICKER (for himself and Mr. REED) to
the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title VII, add
the following:

SEC. 707. MEDICAL TESTING AND RELATED SERV-
ICES FOR FIREFIGHTERS OF DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) PROVISION OF SERVICES.—During the an-
nual periodic health assessment of each fire-
fighter of the Department of Defense, or at
such other intervals as may be indicated in
subsection (b), the Secretary of Defense shall
provide to the firefighter (at no cost to the
firefighter) appropriate medical testing and
related services to detect, document the
presence or absence of, and prevent, certain
cancers.
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(b) CRITERIA.—Services required to be pro-
vided under subsection (a) shall meet, at a
minimum, the following criteria:

(1) BREAST CANCER.—With respect to breast
cancer screening, if the firefighter is a fe-
male firefighter—

(A) such services shall include the provi-
sion of a mammogram to the firefighter—

(i) if the firefighter is 40 years old to 49
yvears old (inclusive), not less frequently
than twice each year;

(ii) if the firefighter is 50 years old or
older, not less frequently than annually; and

(iii) as clinically indicated (without regard
to age); and

(B) in connection with the provision of a
mammogram under subparagraph (A), a li-
censed radiologist shall review the most re-
cent mammogram provided to the fire-
fighter, as compared to prior mammograms
so provided, and provide to the firefighter
the results of such review.

(2) COLON CANCER.—With respect to colon
cancer screening—

(A) if the firefighter is 40 years old or
older, or as clinically indicated without re-
gard to age, such services shall include the
communication to the firefighter of the risks
and benefits of stool-based blood testing;

(B) if the firefighter is 45 years old or
older, or as clinically indicated without re-
gard to age, such services shall include the
provision, at regular intervals, of visual ex-
aminations (such as a colonoscopy, CT
colonoscopy, or flexible sigmoidoscopy) or
stool-based blood testing; and

(C) in connection with the provision of a
visual examination or stool-based blood test-
ing under subparagraph (B), a licensed physi-
cian shall review and provide to the fire-
fighter the results of such examination or
testing, as the case may be.

(3) PROSTATE CANCER.—With respect to
prostate cancer screening, if the firefighter
is a male firefighter, such services shall in-
clude the communication to the firefighter
of the risks and benefits of prostate cancer
screenings and the provision to the fire-
fighter of a prostate-specific antigen test—

(A) not less frequently than annually if the
firefighter—

(i) is 50 years old or older; or

(ii) is 40 years old or older and is a high-
risk individual; and

(B) as clinically indicated (without regard
to age).

(4) OTHER CANCERS.—Such services shall in-
clude routine screenings for any other cancer
the risk or occurrence of which the Director
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention has identified as higher among fire-
fighters than among the general public, the
provision of which shall be carried out dur-
ing the annual periodic health assessment of
the firefighter.

(c) OPTIONAL NATURE.—A firefighter of the
Department of Defense may opt out of the
receipt of medical testing or a related serv-
ice provided under subsection (a).

(d) USE OF CONSENSUS TECHNICAL STAND-
ARDS.—In providing medical testing and re-
lated services under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall use consensus technical stand-
ards in accordance with section 12(d) of the
National Technology Transfer and Advance-
ment Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-113; 15
U.S.C. 272 note).

(e) DOCUMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In providing medical test-
ing and related services under subsection (a),
the Secretary—

(A) shall document the acceptance rates of
such tests offered and the rates of such tests
performed;

(B) shall document test results to identify
trends in the rates of cancer occurrences
among firefighters; and
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(C) may collect and maintain additional
information from the recipients of such tests
and other services to allow for appropriate
scientific analysis.

(2) PRIVACY.—In analyzing any information
of an individual documented, collected, or
maintained under paragraph (1), in addition
to complying with other applicable privacy
laws, the Secretary shall ensure the name
and any other personally identifiable infor-
mation of the individual is removed from
such information prior to the analysis.

(3) SHARING WITH CENTERS FOR DISEASE CON-
TROL AND PREVENTION.—The Secretary may
share data from any tests performed under
subsection (a) with the Director of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, as
appropriate, to increase the knowledge and
understanding of cancer occurrences among
firefighters.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) FIREFIGHTER.—The term ‘‘firefighter”
means someone whose primary job or mili-
tary occupational specialty is being a fire-
fighter.

(2) HIGH-RISK INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘high-
risk individual” means an individual who—

(A) is African American;

(B) has at least one first-degree relative
who has been diagnosed with prostate cancer
at an early age; or

(C) is otherwise determined by the Sec-
retary to be high risk with respect to pros-
tate cancer.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have
two requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, September
18, 2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, HEdu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, September 18,
2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing.

———————

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER
19, 2025

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in recess until 11 a.m. on Friday,
September 19, and that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR RECESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
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Senate, I ask that it stand in recess
under the previous order, following the
remarks of the Democratic leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Democratic leader.

————

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, to-
morrow, the Senate will hold votes on
two bills: the status quo continuing
resolution from the Republicans, which
will lead to a shutdown, and the Demo-
crats’ plan to prevent a shutdown while
avoiding a catastrophe in rising
healthcare costs.

Tomorrow, Americans will see the
glaring contrast, the contrast between
the Republican plan continuing the
status quo of Donald Trump’s
healthcare cuts and high costs and the
Democratic plan to avoid a shutdown
while lowering premiums, fixing Med-
icaid, and protecting funds for sci-
entific and medical research.

The latest studies, in fact, show that
the impacts of the Republican
healthcare cuts are quickly getting
worse and worse than first imagined.
This is an oncoming train that must be
stopped.

So tomorrow, Republicans can
choose: Either listen to Donald Trump
and shut the government down or
break this logjam by supporting our
bill and keeping the government open.
The votes tomorrow will tell all.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS UNTIL 11 A.M. TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 11 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:59 p.m.,
recessed until Friday, September 19,
2025, at 11 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the senate September 18, 2025:
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
JESSICA KRAMER, OF WISCONSIN, TO BE AN ASSISTANT

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

DARIO GIL, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY
FOR SCIENCE, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.

BRANDON WILLIAMS, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR NUCLEAR SECURITY.

TRISTAN ABBEY, OF FLORIDA, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

LESLIE BEYER, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT SEC-
RETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

THEODORE J. GARRISH, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (NUCLEAR ENERGY).
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

ANDREA TRAVNICEK, OF NORTH DAKOTA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

JUSTIN OVERBAUGH, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A DEPUTY
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

SCOTT PAPPANO, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE PRINCIPAL
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECU-
RITY ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MICHAEL CADENAZZI, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

SEAN O’KEEFE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A DEPUTY UNDER
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

MICHAEL OBADAL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY.

KATHERINE SUTTON, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WILLIAM L. DOFFERMYRE, OF TEXAS, TO BE SOLICITOR
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

KYLE HAUSTVEIT, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (FOSSIL ENERGY).

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

CALLISTA GINGRICH, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SWISS CONFED-
ERATION, AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT
ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECH-
TENSTEIN.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

MATTHEW NAPOLI, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY AD-
MINISTRATOR FOR DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERA-
TION, NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

RICHARD ANDERSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

CONNER PROCHASKA, OF TEXAS, TO BE DIRECTOR OF
THE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY-ENERGY,
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.

TINA PIERCE, OF IDAHO, TO BE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFI-
CER, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.

JONATHAN BRIGHTBILL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.

AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ROBERT GLEASON, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE DIREC-
TOR OF THE AMTRAK BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR A TERM
OF FIVE YEARS.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SEAN MCMASTER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

DONALD BERGIN III, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS (CONGRESSIONAL
AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS).

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

JOHN SQUIRES, OF FLORIDA, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY
OF COMMERCE FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND DI-
RECTOR OF THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADE-
MARK OFFICE.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

DANIEL ARONOWITZ, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF LABOR.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MICHAEL DODD, OF INDIANA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.

WILLIAM GILLIS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

JULES HURST III, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

BRENT INGRAHAM, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE ARMY.

S6777

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL
INTELLIGENCE

GEORGE WESLEY STREET, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DIREC-
TOR OF THE NATIONAL COUNTERINTELLIGENCE AND SE-
CURITY CENTER.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

PETER THOMSON, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE INSPECTOR
GENERAL, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

KIMBERLY GUILFOYLE, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO GREECE.

JEFFREY BARTOS, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE REP-
RESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO
THE UNITED NATIONS FOR U.N. MANAGEMENT AND RE-
FORM, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR, AND TO SERVE
CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSA-
TION AS AN ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SESSIONS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

JENNIFER LOCETTA, OF FLORIDA, TO BE ALTERNATE
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FOR SPECIAL POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE UNITED NA-
TIONS, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR, AND TO SERVE
CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSA-
TION AS AN ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SESSIONS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

DUDLEY HOSKINS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO
BE UNDER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR MAR-
KETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS.

SCOTT HUTCHINS, OF INDIANA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION,
AND ECONOMICS.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

CHRISTINE TORETTI, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF
SWEDEN.

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

BENJAMIN DEMARZO, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT.

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED STATES

JOVAN JOVANOVIC, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE PRESI-
DENT OF THE EXPORT-IMPORT BANK OF THE UNITED
STATES FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANUARY 20, 2029.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

RICHARD FORDYCE, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR FARM PRODUCTION AND
CONSERVATION.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

PAUL ROBERTI, OF RHODE ISLAND, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
SAFETY ADMINISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION.

JONATHAN MORRISON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE ADMIN-
ISTRATOR OF THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY
ADMINISTRATION.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

PETER LAMELAS, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE ARGENTINE RE-
PUBLIC.

JASON EVANS, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF STATE (MANAGEMENT).

THE JUDICIARY

EDWARD ALOYSIUS O’CONNELL, OF THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPE-
RIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

KATHERINE SCARLETT, OF OHIO, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE COUNCIL ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY.

BRYAN SWITZER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A DEPUTY
UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE (ASIA, TEX-
TILES, INVESTMENT, SERVICES, AND INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY), WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR.
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