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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, the fountain of all wis-
dom, we bring our fragmented lives
into Your presence, seeking Your
wholeness and seeking Your peace. We
bring our restless spirits to You, seek-
ing Your calm, strength, and ever-
lasting purpose. We bring You our
transient thoughts, seeking the perma-
nence of Your gracious providence.

Lord, remind our lawmakers that
only as we lose ourselves in something
higher can we truly find ourselves. To
this end, give them great causes to em-
brace and a great faith to energize
their work.

Lead them to a confidence that in ev-
erything, You are working for the good
of those who love You who are called
according to Your purposes.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
MooDY). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2026—Motion to Proceed—Re-
sumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3944, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 121,
H.R. 3944, a bill making appropriations for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

MEDICARE TRUSTEES REPORT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
every year, we get what is called Medi-
care’s ‘“‘Trustees Report.”” I come to the
floor to comment on that.

We all know that Medicare is very
much a part of America’s social fabric.
For decades, Medicare has provided
seniors and people with disabilities ac-
cess to routine and lifesaving care at
their local hospital, doctor’s office, and
pharmacy.

The trustees reported, as they do
every year, that the Medicare Part A
Hospital Insurance Trust Fund is ex-
pected to be depleted by 2033. This is 3
yvears ahead of the projections that
came out in last year’s report.

This results from higher than ex-
pected expenditures, the growth in in-
patient hospital and hospice spending.

Also, for now, the eighth year in a
row, the Trustees have issued what
they call a funding warning. This is be-
cause Medicare’s outlays for its two
trust funds are expected to exceed its
dedicated revenue by 45 percent.

When Congress established this com-
bined funding warning report in the

2003 Medicare Modernization Act, we
intended—here in the Senate—for Con-
gress and the President to respond with
solutions.

We should listen to this actuarial re-
port, get on the job, and do something
to preserve the Medicare program.
Now, we all know that we talk more
often about Social Security running
out of money.

I want to preserve and strengthen the
Medicare program for future genera-
tions, just like I would say the same
thing about the Social Security pro-
gram. The only way to make these
critical programs sustainable is to fol-
low the Ronald Reagan and Tip O’Neill
model.

This goes back to 1983, when the So-
cial Security system was running out
of money. Ronald Reagan—a Repub-
lican—Tip O’Neill, Speaker of the
House—a Democrat—got together and
said: We can’t let that happen.

And they made sure it didn’t happen.
And what they devised that I had a
chance to vote for in 1983 or 1984—
whenever it was—they fixed it for 50
years because that is 50 years coming
to 2033 when Social Security, likewise,
will run out of money.

Now, I have come to the conclusion
that when you have a President Biden
and a Candidate Trump both running
in 2024, that they aren’t going to do
anything to fix Social Security.

Why isn’t it being done? I have come
to the conclusion that it is not being
done because we don’t have any Ronald
Reagans or Tip O’Neills in Washington,
DC, or in our government anymore.

So they did it in a bipartisan way,
and Congress should step up the same
way to deal with this Medicare issue
that I am talking about. But there is
no reason to leave Social Security out
of that debate as well.

So I get back to some role that I
played in the Medicare issues of 2003
when I led the effort to modernize
Medicare by establishing the prescrip-
tion drug program, because prior to
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2003—since 19656—Medicare never cov-
ered prescription drugs. So since 2003,
we have had a prescription drug pro-
gram under Medicare.

In the first decade of the Medicare
Part D program, the Federal Govern-
ment spent—can you believe it—36 per-
cent less than what was projected to be
spent as we wrote this legislation. And
it also improved access to prescription
drugs for millions of seniors.

Separately, Senate Republicans,
through the One Big Beautiful Bill,
strengthened Medicare. We did that by
ensuring that Medicare resources are
going to Americans instead of illegal
immigrants and those not here perma-
nently.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office estimates that we will save
the Medicare system $5 billion. Now,
that is a spit in the ocean compared to
what we face with this 45-percent over-
run that the trustees talked about.

A step in the right direction, of
course it is, but it is no substitute for
what is really needed in this town—a
bipartisan cooperation and Presi-
dential leadership, either Republican
or Democrat, that is needed to address
our long-term Medicare funding chal-
lenges.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, dur-
ing the month of June, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection recorded a total
of 9,306 encounters at our southern bor-
der—9,306 for the entire month of June.

It is difficult to overstate just how
much progress this reflects. Under
President Biden, monthly encounters
at our southern border were often well
over 200,000 per month. During Decem-
ber of 2023, Customs and Border Protec-
tion recorded a staggering 301,981 en-
counters at our southern border or 32
times as many as were encountered
last month.

The previous three Junes under
President Biden saw more than 130,000,
more than 140,000, and more than
200,000 encounters. And now we are at
9,306—9,306—fewer individuals than the
Biden administration sometimes saw in
a day.

It is really incredible, and this isn’t a
one-off. During President Trump’s first
full 5 months in office, monthly num-
bers at the southern border have never
exceeded 12,500 encounters.

What we are seeing here is a Presi-
dent committed to fulfilling his re-
sponsibilities; namely, enforcing the
law. It is too bad the previous adminis-
tration didn’t see fit to try it.
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But it is a new day. And Republicans
in Congress are committed to sup-
porting and continuing the administra-
tion’s good work, and that starts with
a generational investment in border se-
curity that we made this July in the
One Big Beautiful Bill. That includes
funding for border barriers and tech-
nology, including finishing the border
wall. It includes funding for additional
patrol agents, for additional detention
space, for additional Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents.

The Acting ICE Director was on
“Face the Nation’ the other day, and
he had this to say:

Our ranks have really shrunk, and we real-
ly don’t have enough to do the law enforce-
ment mission. One of the big hampers for us
is with the increase in sanctuary cities and
sanctuary policies, we have to send more of-
ficers and agents out into the community,
out on the street. Where it would only take
us two agents, say, going into a secure facil-
ity or a police station, county jail to arrest
a public safety threat, well, [now] we have to
send out four to five agents, and with the in-
crease of assaults on officers, we sometimes
have to send out eight to ten just to provide
security for those officers that are making
the arrest.

Leaving aside the intolerable fact
that ICE agents are facing such hos-
tility for carrying out their essential
public safety mission, it is not accept-
able that we don’t have enough ICE of-
ficers to do the job that they need to be
doing, and our bill goes a long way to-
ward ending that problem.

We also included Department of Jus-
tice funding to hire more immigration
judges to address the massive backlog
in immigration cases—a backlog made
exponentially worse by the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies.

Immigration cases should be decided
in weeks or months—not years, and our
bill will help move toward that goal.
One of the most basic responsibilities
of the Federal Government is providing
for our Nation’s security, and border
security is an essential part of national
security.

The chaos at our southern border
under the Biden administration was an
invitation to terrorists, criminals, and
other dangerous individuals to enter
our country. It placed an incredible
burden on our Border Patrol agents,
many of whom were pulled off the es-
sential work of guarding the border to
process the flood of illegal immigrants.
And it placed a big burden on border
cities and nonborder cities as well who
struggled to deal with an influx of mi-
grants.

President Trump has turned the situ-
ation around, and the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill will ensure that his adminis-
tration has the resources it needs to
continue its work of enforcing the law
and protecting our country. It will also
ensure permanent improvements in our
immigration system and border en-
forcement that will, I hope, last for
long after President Trump leaves of-
fice.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Madam Presi-
dent, we have a little over 20 legisla-
tive days left for Republicans to get se-
rious about funding the government.
That is not very much time. As always,
the best way forward is this: bipartisan
cooperation.

Senate Democrats, for our part, are
working in good faith to counter the
devastating actions of the Trump ad-
ministration on the American people,
and in this case, the bill reverses DOGE
cuts to veterans. That is a very good
thing. These DOGE cuts were so cruel
to our veterans.

Ultimately, Senate Republicans will
have to join us to save all of our con-
stituents from the proposals we have
seen from the administration and from
the House Republicans.

Now, yesterday, the Senate took the
first vote on the MILCON-VA bill. This
bill is not perfect, but it is a good step
forward. It reverses some of the ter-
rible cuts from DOGE against our vet-
erans—our veterans who defend us, who
risk their lives for us, who volunteer to
serve their country, and, then, when
they need help, cut, cut, cut—cruel,
mean, un-American. The Senate
version, thank God, is significantly
stronger than the House version in pro-
tecting our members.

My colleague from Georgia has done
good work shepherding this legislation
on the Democratic side. We hope to
have a good process for this bill on the
floor. Republicans should allow amend-
ments and a robust floor process. This
bill shows the process can still work,
but much, much more needs to be con-
sidered.

But Senate Democrats know we can’t
take anything for granted and will ex-
pect our colleagues to show their com-
mitment to bipartisanship on all future
appropriations  bills, because for
weeks—for weeks—they have tainted
the Senate with their partisan rec-
onciliation tax bill and the rescissions
package.

This process won’t work if they lis-
ten more to Donald Trump and Russell
Vought than to the needs of the Amer-
ican people back home.

JEFFREY EPSTEIN

Mr. President, now, meanwhile, yes-
terday was truly a sorry sight in the
House of Representatives. The ghost of
the disgraced Jeffrey Epstein is haunt-
ing our Republican colleagues, so much
so that Speaker JOHNSON decided to cut
bait and send the House home to escape
discussions about Epstein, instead of
doing their jobs like grownups and
making progress on appropriations.
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By shutting Congress down early,
Speaker JOHNSON has assured that Au-
gust has become the ‘‘Epstein recess,”’
because this issue is going to grow and
grow and grow the longer House Repub-
licans dodge this issue. Now, maybe
they declared the ‘‘Epstein recess’ to
give Trump time to prepare papers for
the pardon of Ghislaine Maxwell.
Speaker JOHNSON shouldn’t be skedad-
dling out of town early. If the Speaker
thinks he can make the Epstein esca-
pade disappear by sending folks home
early, he has got another thing coming.
So, again, the Speaker should not send
people home early to avoid dealing
with the Epstein issue.

The American people have a right to
know what happened, but, instead,
Speaker JOHNSON created the ‘‘Epstein
recess.” Speaker JOHNSON created that
“Epstein recess.” It is an awful deci-
sion. It is derelict of their job in terms
of keeping the government funded.

FEMA

Mr. President, now, on FEMA, after
the heartbreaking tragedy in Texas, I
called for accountability to determine
if Donald Trump’s cuts played any role
in hindering the rescue effort. The
White House reacted by calling us
liars. They said it was a ‘‘depraved
lie”—Trump’s words—to question if
Donald Trump’s actions harmed rescue
efforts. But, sadly, the more we learn,
the more we see that Donald Trump
and Kristi Noem are the liars, and
there is very little doubt DOGE cuts
made things worse at FEMA and af-
fected what happened in Texas.

Yesterday, the New York Times re-
ported that the head of FEMA’s urban
search and rescue unit resigned. The
reason he stated is that Donald Trump
has created chaos at the Agency. The
former worker said Donald Trump’s
cuts, bureaucratic obstacles, and abys-
mal response to the flooding in FEMA
influenced his decision. He specifically
cites, as have many others, Kristi
Noem'’s decision requiring her personal
approval on every purchase of more
than $100,000.

Remember, experts have said that
this stupid policy was responsible for
getting rid of hundreds of call center
staff for 5 days after the Texas flood.
Thousands of calls to FEMA from flood
survivors went unanswered, according
to internal documents. That is unac-
ceptable. That is incompetent. But this
is the consequence of Donald Trump’s
terrible policies.

So Donald Trump may have called
those of us who criticized FEMA’s
cuts—FEMA’s DOGE cuts and their ef-
fect on Texas—he may have called
those of us who did that liars to avoid
responsibility, but, in fact, he is the
liar here. His actions at FEMA have
caused chaos, staff shortages, delayed
response. It puts people’s lives in dan-
ger moving forward.

And, unfortunately, these DOGE cuts
are going to have many other dire con-
sequences for the American people.
Donald Trump may try to deflect
blame, but he is the one who imple-
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mented these horrible cuts across the
board.
PRESIDENT TRUMP

Mr. President, let’s get to a more
general subject about how Trump oper-
ates.

By now, it is obvious that what Don-
ald Trump uses as his MO, whenever he
points the finger, whenever he launches
insults at others—what he is really
doing—is deflecting from something he
knows he is guilty of himself.

I just said Donald Trump called us
liars for asking about his role in cut-
ting FEMA funding. It turns out he is
the liar here.

And, yesterday, Donald Trump ac-
cused President Obama of treason,
without any evidence, saying he tried
to steal the 2016 election and tried to
use the issue of Russia to smear him.
This is delusional. Trump sounds un-
well when he accuses Obama of trea-
son.

But not only that, who was the one
who we know tried to blackmail a for-
eign head of state to gain dirt against
a political opponent? Who is the one?
Donald Trump.

Who incited the violent insurrection
against the U.S. Capitol to try and pre-
vent the certification of the 2020 elec-
tion? Donald Trump.

So when Donald Trump says Presi-
dent Obama tried to steal an election,
we know Trump is lying. We know
Trump is the one guilty of the crime,
and he is trying to deflect from his own
lawlessness by inciting a violent insur-
rection in the Capitol.

To accuse others of what he is guilty
of doing is how Donald Trump oper-
ates. He has for decades. But the Amer-
ican people are seeing through it now
that he is in the high position of Presi-
dent.

What he did with President Obama is
not an isolated example. As I men-
tioned, Donald Trump recently called
some of us liars for demanding trans-
parency after the tragedy in Texas. But
who spent months calling for the elimi-
nation of FEMA? Who has run thou-
sands of FEMA staffers out the door?
Who cut FEMA call center staff in the
name of DOGE cuts? Donald Trump.

Donald Trump even recently called a
Democratic Member of this Chamber a
fraud and a crook and has threatened
him with prosecution without any
merit. But who was it that was found
in court to have unlawfully inflated
the value of his own properties? Who
was the fraud? Who is the crook?

Who launched a fake university that
was accused in multiple States of de-
frauding students with false claims
about educational services? Who has
built a reputation as a liar, a swindler,
someone who always talks a big game
but never seems to follow through?
That is, of course, Donald Trump.

So we know the game here. When
Trump points the finger, he is telling
on himself for something he has been
guilty of. That is his MO. This
meritless accusation against President
Obama is just another pathetic exam-
ple.
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TARIFFS

Mr. President, on tariffs, last night
President Trump announced another
trade ‘‘deal,” this time with Japan.
Like most of the deals announced over
the past month, it was big on promises,
short on details, and, crucially, pro-
vided zero relief for American families
and small businesses. Whether it is this
agreement with Japan, where tariffs
are increasing to 15 percent, or earlier
ones with Indonesia or Vietnam, where
tariffs are increasing to 19 to 20 per-
cent, the Trump tariff taxes are going
up, not down. That means one thing:
higher costs for the American family.
Ask an American family if increasing
their costs by ‘“‘only” 15 percent is OK.

In the meantime—and, by the way,
the media, oh, they say: Well, it is a
great deal because it wasn’t as bad as
Trump originally proposed but is still
very bad for the American people and
raises costs 15 percent.

American people aren’t going to buy
that this is a good deal at all—a good
deal at all.

In the meantime, the Trump admin-
istration is granting greater access to
advanced semiconductor technology,
surrendering to China. Higher costs for
families and small businesses—Trump’s
trade war has been and continues to be
a huge failure.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
SHEEHY). The majority whip.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to speak about
something critical to our Nation, and
that is our Nation’s security. And for
me, national security demands and
starts with border security.

We were through 4 years of open bor-
ders, high prices, pain for the American
people. Well, with the signing of this
Big Beautiful Bill into law, we are se-
curing the border, we are finishing the
wall, and we are supporting Federal
law enforcement officers.

You know, we also passed, and Presi-
dent Trump signed into law, the HALT
Fentanyl Act. It is now the law of the
land, and, today, law enforcement fi-
nally has the tools that they need to
crack down on drug traffickers. These
policies are what will save lives here in
America. These policies will make our
Nation safer.

For 4 long years, Joe Biden and the
Democrats flung open the border walls,
and over 10 million illegal immigrants
flooded into our country as a result of
their irresponsible behavior. This inva-
sion raised costs for American families.
People saw it all throughout their
lives. They saw it when they went to
the doctor’s office. They found it at the
grocery store, and they found it in the
housing market.

This invasion made our communities
less safe. Innocent Americans are still
suffering the consequences. Just this
week, in New York City, an off-duty
Customs and Border Protection officer
was ambushed—ambushed—by two ille-
gal immigrant criminals. They shot
him in the throat.

(Mr.
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Both of these illegal immigrant
criminals had long criminal records.
You say: How can that be, in America,
that somebody with a long criminal
record is out there on the street, shoot-
ing an officer of the law?

Well, both of these illegal immigrant
criminals entered the country illegally
under Joe Biden. They were arrested
multiple times in New York City, the
minority leader’s home city—arrested
multiple times. Immigration judges or-
dered deportations, but what happens
in New York City, in the minority
leader’s home city? They were released
due to sanctuary city policies in his
hometown.

President Trump and Republicans
have now made it a priority to enforce
the law. Since taking office, President
Trump has deported hundreds of thou-
sands of illegal immigrant criminals.
ICE arrests in my home State of Wyo-
ming as well as my neighboring State
of Colorado are now five times higher
than they were during the same time
period under Joe Biden.

A July poll by Harvard-Harris shows
that three out of four Americans sup-
port President Trump’s efforts to de-
port illegal immigrant criminals. The
message is clear: Keep making our
communities safer.

Illegal border crossings are now at
their lowest level ever recorded. Zero—
zero—illegal immigrants were released
into our country over the past 2
months. Hard to believe but true—the
number is zero. President Trump has
successfully ended catch-and-release.
By contrast, under Joe Biden and the
Democrats, 10,000 illegal immigrants
crossed our southern border on a daily
basis.

Republicans promised the American
people we would secure the border, and
we are keeping our word.

The law we passed finishes the wall.
It provides $75 billion for Immigration
and Customs Enforcement. That gives
our agents the resources they need to
continue deporting illegal immigrant
criminals. Our law allows and helps
them hire, train, and retain Border Pa-
trol agents. It even gives the agents a
bonus. That is what we need to do to
enforce the law.

Republicans are committed to help
fight back against child trafficking.
This is why our law funds $300 million
to vet those who sponsor children who
show up at the border without an
adult. And we know it happened rou-
tinely during the Biden administra-
tion. I was there on the border during
the night as children would show up
without an adult.

A recent report from the Department
of Homeland Security’s Office of In-
spector General is clarifying to all of
us who have read it. It is disturbing,
and it is frightening. The report found
that the Biden administration lost
track of hundreds of thousands of these
unaccompanied children. In over 80 per-
cent of the cases, the report says, the
Biden administration didn’t even have
accurate contact information for the
Sponsors.
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In all, our new law is the most com-
prehensive border security investment
in American history. It has invested in
immigration enforcement and border
security. Not a single Democrat sup-
ported these policies.

Democrats continue today to be the
party of open borders and unsafe com-
munities. They made our country
weaker, they made our country poorer,
and they made our country less safe.
Things have changed now. Across the
country, ICE agents are doing excellent
work enforcing the law and keeping
our communities safe.

Earlier this month, ICE conducted a
lawful raid of a Los Angeles facility
that produces marijuana. Federal offi-
cers arrested 361 criminal illegal immi-
grants. Many were convicted rapists,
kidnappers, and child predators. Fed-
eral agents also rescued 10 children
from forced labor at that marijuana
production facility. Eight of them were
unaccompanied minors who had been
trafficked into our country and ex-
ploited.

Last month, ICE arrested 1,361 illegal
immigrant criminals in Houston, TX.
Those criminals were in our commu-
nities because of Democrats’ open bor-
der policies. Now they are off the
streets thanks to an administration
that is committed to our Nation’s secu-
rity.

As law enforcement does its job, they
are increasingly under attack. They
are under attack, amazingly, from
criminals, and they are under attack
from the radical left. ICE agents have
been demonized, doxed, and demor-
alized. Attacks against ICE agents
have soared over 800 percent in the last
year.

In California, as ICE agents rescued
children from forced labor, a violent
mob of leftwing activists threw rocks
and even opened fire on them. Now,
some Democrats in Congress
downplayed it; they dismissed it; they
defended the violence, as the Demo-
crats tend to do. One Democrat even
said the operation was, in their words,
a ‘“‘misuse of federal resources.”

Let me be clear. Rescuing trafficked
children is not a misuse—never a mis-
use—of taxpayer money. If the Demo-
crats believe otherwise, they have
truly lost their moral compass.

Law enforcement deserves our sup-
port, especially as they are protecting
children and when they are getting
dangerous criminals off the street. This
is common sense. It is exactly what
Immigration and Customs agents are
doing, and they are doing it very well.

The American people have been
clear. They want secure borders. They
want safer communities. And that is
what Republicans are delivering.

Mr. President, I will assure you, Re-
publicans will continue to protect our
children, protect our communities, and
protect our country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I am on
the Senate floor today as we are begin-
ning the process for this fiscal year of
considering appropriations bills.

As this process works, there are 12
subcommittees in the Appropriations
Committee. We report out 12 bills, pre-
sumably, and we are doing that. The
first four are potentially being consid-
ered this week for consideration by the
full Senate.

Sometimes there is criticism about
the appropriations process, and people
who are not members of the committee
feel left out. I am pleased that we are
on the Senate floor today, where every
Member—all 100 Senators—has the op-
portunity to add their thoughts by of-
fering amendments, certainly making
comments—offering amendments, tak-
ing votes. We ought to make certain
that every Senator has the sense that
they are engaged in the process of de-
termining how taxpayer dollars are
spent.

I commend the majority leader Sen-
ator THUNE for his commitment and his
keeping of a commitment that appro-
priations bills would be considered on
the Senate floor in his tenure as the
majority leader. We are off to a start
today, and I am pleased that is hap-
pening.

The subcommittee report—the appro-
priations bill that I want to speak just
a moment about before we commence a
vote at 11 is the Commerce-Justice-
Science appropriations bill. It is one of
the bills that fund a number of seg-
ments of the Federal Government.

As the name of the subcommittee
suggests, it funds the Department of
Commerce, the Department of Justice,
and it has the word ‘‘science” in its
title—Commerce-Justice-Science.
Science is generally thought of as
NASA, NOAA, and NSF, the National
Science Foundation.

Our legislation that has been re-
ported out of the subcommittee and re-
ported now out of the full committee
passed with every member of the com-
mittee on the Republican side voting in
favor of it and about four—I think the
number is four—members of the minor-
ity party, Democrats, voting for this
bill as well.

The attempt has been made to—as it
takes 60 votes to pass a piece of legisla-
tion on the Senate floor by our rules—
the attempt has been made to make
certain that this is a bill that has bi-
partisan support, and it does.

This legislation is important to the
country for a number of reasons, but I
would highlight a few.

The Department of Justice in par-
ticular is where law enforcement—our
battle against fentanyl, for example,
our battle against crime that is ramp-
ant in many cities across the country,
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and our efforts to defeat the battle
against violence in our country are di-
rected at the Federal level by the De-
partment of Justice. They do so with
the various Federal agencies—the DEA,
the ATF, U.S. Marshals, and the FBI.
But they often work—and I am glad
they do—in conjunction with our local
sheriffs and police departments across
our country.

This bill funds law enforcement at
the Federal level and continues to en-
courage and provide resources for law
enforcement—police departments in
our local communities, sheriffs’ depart-
ments in our local counties—for their
efforts to work together with the Fed-
eral Agencies—the DEA, the FBI. That
is the way we fight crime and have suc-
cess in this country, is State, local,
and Federal law enforcement working
together.

This bill also funds the efforts at the
Department of Commerce, particularly
in this case related to trade, as Presi-
dent Trump is negotiating with various
countries for resolution of tariff issues.
The Department of Commerce—and we
know that Secretary Lutnick has been
engaged in those negotiations—the De-
partment of Commerce houses the
Agencies that are responsible for trade
policy and trade legislation in this
country, including the actual trade
Ambassador who negotiates trade
agreements on an ongoing basis.

So this bill funds the Department of
Commerce in a number of ways, but I
highlight for my colleagues the impor-
tance of trade, learning just this morn-
ing—yesterday—that the United
States—President Trump—and Japan
have come together in an agreement
with regard to tariffs.

It also invests in science. It helps us
meet our mission to get to the Moon,
the Artemis Program. We have a goal
of making certain the United States of
America is on the Moon before the Chi-
nese—returns to the Moon before the
Chinese. This legislation funds NASA
in a way to continue the efforts to sup-
port the Artemis Program and then
reach further, as the President has in-
dicated his desire to see the United
States travel to Mars and explore fur-
ther regions of outer space.

I highlight and offer my concerns and
condolences to my colleagues from
Texas in particular but across the
country who have had weather-related
circumstances that have caused trag-
edy across our Nation.

This Commerce-Justice-Science bill,
in the science category, funds NOAA.
We are making certain they have the
resources to make certain we preserve
and save life.

This all was done in a way that was
designed to make certain that we met
our responsibilities to the American
taxpayer and that we were fiscally re-
sponsible.

Overall, with regard to the budget
authority—the ability to obligate
funds from the General Fund to the
Treasury—what most Americans would
consider to be Federal spending—be-
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cause of offsetting credits and fee col-
lections and rescissions—and we re-
moved those. If they were there, we
would have been able to spend at high-
er levels. But because we rescinded
those opportunities, the decline in—let
me say it differently.

Accordingly, as a result of those
things being the case, the real increase
in spending power at the Commerce-
Justice-Science-funded Agencies is
only a $270 million increase—or 0.037
percent—above the fiscal year 2025 lev-
els. Almost all of the increase went to
the census. Commerce-Justice-Science
is responsible—the Department of Com-
merce is responsible for the decennial
census, and we have begun our process
of gearing up for the next census to
take place, so we had to appropriate
money for the census.

In addition to that, we found sav-
ings—reduced spending—by reducing
bureaucratic and workforce funding at
both the Department of Commerce and
the Department of Justice.

My point is that within the alloca-
tion that we were provided by the full
committee—by the chairman and vice
chairman of the committee—Com-
merce-Justice-Science 1is within its
funding levels, of course, that they al-
lowed us. While we prioritized the
things we thought were most impor-
tant, we also did so in a way that the
increase in spending is less than 1 per-
cent and certainly way less than last
yvear and certainly less than the rate of
inflation.

I know that the 11 o’clock hour has
come. I am pleased to have conversa-
tions with my colleagues about moving
this bill forward.

I yield the floor.

————————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Arielle Roth, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communica-
tions and Information.

VOTE ON ROTH NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Roth nomination?

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).
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Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO),
the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
HEINRICH), the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN)
are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 426 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Banks Fischer Moreno
Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cassidy Hyde-Smith
Collins Johnson ggg:z Egé‘;
Cornyn Justice
Cotton Kennedy Sheghy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
Fetterman Moran

NAYS—41
Alsobrooks Kaine Sanders
Baldwin Kelly Schatz
Bennet Kim Schiff
Blumenthal King Schumer
Blunt Rochester  Klobuchar Shaheen
Booker Markey Slotkin
Cantwell Merkley Smith
Coons Murphy
Cortez Masto Murray &an Hollen
Duckworth Ossoff arner
Durbin Padilla Warnock
Gillibrand Peters Welch
Hassan Reed Whitehouse
Hirono Rosen Wyden

NOT VOTING—T7

Gallego Lujan Warren
Heinrich McConnell
Hickenlooper Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of John Hurley, of California, to
be Under Secretary for Terrorism and
Financial Crimes.

VOTE ON HURLEY NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Hurley nomination?

Mr. HICKENLOOPER. I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
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Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 427 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elgpuchar Slotkin
oons ujan ;

Cortez Masto Markey Xsfrar,lnltlfllollen
Duckworth Merkley

A Warner
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

McConnell Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Under the previous order,
the motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in the
United States, we justly pride our-
selves on being a nation of laws. This is
one of the things that makes our coun-
try different from the rest of the world.
Economists have written about the
fact that, while there are many entre-
preneurial or innovation societies and
economies, it is the rule of law, the
predictability, the enforcement of con-
tracts, and the fundamental guarantees
of rights that make us successful where
other countries fail.

Unfortunately, we have seen the un-
dermining of the rule of law, in the last
4 years, by President Biden’s refusal to
simply enforce our immigration laws.
And my prediction is we will be paying
the price not just in weeks and months
but in years and decades for what has
come to be known as the ‘“Biden border
disaster.”

President Biden’s policies betrayed
the American people because of the
lack of leadership in the face of a his-
toric crisis—here, again, of his own
making—at the U.S.-Mexico border.

Yesterday, I chaired a subcommittee
of the Senate Judiciary hearing enti-
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tled ‘‘Biden’s Border Betrayal: Crimi-
nal Aliens in America.” At that hear-
ing, we examined some of the false nar-
ratives that the mainstream media
have peddled about President Trump’s
enforcement of our immigration laws.

We were honored to be joined by two
Angel moms whose children were mur-
dered by criminal aliens who never
should have been in the United States
in the first place.

Marie Vega joined us. Marie is the
mother of Javier Vega, Jr., who went
by the name ‘‘Harvey.”’ Harvey was a
Border Patrol agent who was murdered
by illegal aliens nearly 11 years ago. 1
am grateful to her for sharing her
story, as painful as I know it must
have been for her, and talking about
the trauma that she, her grand-
children, and her entire family have
experienced over her son’s murder.

Our second guest was Tammy Nobles.
Tammy was the mother of Kayla Ham-
ilton, who was murdered by an illegal
alien who was also a member of the
MS-13 gang—one of the most violent
gangs in the world. Kayla’s murderer
entered our country as an unaccom-
panied minor and was later released
into the custody of an unvetted spon-
sor.

Mrs. Nobles’ passion for ensuring this
horrific tragedy won’t happen again to
more families was evident throughout
the hearing. I am grateful to her,
again, for sharing what had to be a
very painful experience but one she did
in honor of her daughter’s memory.

Our third guest was Victor Avila, a
former ICE Homeland Security Inves-
tigations agent who, along with his
partner, was shot in the line of duty by
Los Zetas. Los Zetas is a cartel oper-
ating in Mexico and in the United
States occasionally.

Victor was seriously wounded that
day, and his partner was killed. I have
known Victor a long time, and he is a
steadfast advocate of the rule of law
and understands what is required if we
are going to keep Americans safe.

These families and victims would
never have had to suffer such dev-
astating loss were it not for the crimi-
nal aliens who never should have been
here in the United States in the first
place.

It was a curious matter to me that
our Democratic colleagues claim to be
the party of compassion when it comes
to immigration, but they would rather
society and the media and Congress
turn a blind eye to these victims of
criminals who entered the country as a
result of open border policies. That is
not compassion. Some of the individ-
uals ICE—Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, which is what the ini-
tials stand for, of course—some of the
individuals ICE has apprehended re-
cently include murderers, rapists,
pedophiles, and sex traffickers.

Our fourth guest was Sheriff Roy
Boyd of Goliad, TX, a small, South
Texas county. He described the horri-
fying details of human trafficking and
criminal activities carried out by the
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transnational criminal organizations—
this is organized crime—the cartels he
has witnessed in recent years. He said
during his testimony:

The border has always been a location for
criminal activity, however, I never witnessed
such an increase in blatantly open criminal
activity as I did between 2021 and 2024.

It is truly shocking to think about
the sheer number of illegal criminal
aliens who are currently roaming free
in the United States.

Now, you would think, listening to
some of my Democratic colleagues,
that ICE is arresting gardeners, cooks,
housekeepers—people who are basically
just trying to earn a living. But the
truth is, there are 291,000—291,000—
criminal aliens in the United States
who are under final orders of removal.
That means they have exhausted all
potential legal remedies to be able to
stay here, and they have been found
not qualified to stay, and they have
been ordered removed, but they simply
ignored that order by a court.

For this fiscal year alone, 213,000
criminal aliens with final orders of re-
moval have criminal convictions, while
another 78,000 have pending criminal
charges against them. Even more dis-
turbing is the fact that 282,000 of these
criminal aliens are still roaming free,
not being held in ICE custody.

I know Tom Homan, who is the bor-
der czar who is heading up these ef-
forts, is working to chip away at this
list of criminal aliens who are still
present in the United States who are
under final orders of deportation. But,
again, to listen to the news or listen to
some of the political rhetoric, you
would think, again, that Tom Homan
and ICE are detaining gardeners and
cooks and housekeepers, when 282,000
of these criminal aliens with final or-
ders of deportation are still roaming
free.

Most aliens with final orders of re-
moval have been in the immigration
system for almost a decade. They have
been litigating their claims in immi-
gration courts, some for almost a dec-
ade, and many, if not all, were given
the opportunity to have their day in
court. Many of them just neglected to
show up. They were given a notice to
appear in an immigration court and if
they had a bona fide claim to asylum,
to present that to an immigration
judge. But many of these individuals
simply did not show up, forfeiting any
right they had to claim they could le-
gally stay in the United States. But all
of this doesn’t stop our colleagues from
across the aisle from claiming that il-
legal aliens detained by ICE are not
being given ‘‘due process.”’

We are blessed to live in America, no
doubt, and I think sometimes we take
for granted all the privileges we are af-
forded and all the rights we have as
citizens. So it is worth asking the ques-
tion: What sort of process are these il-
legal aliens actually due?

While the Fifth Amendment to the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights
apply to all individuals in the United



July 23, 2025

States, illegal aliens are not entitled
to the same range of due process as
U.S. citizens, especially when they ne-
glect or refuse to show up in the first
place when the notice to appear has
been given, but they simply reject it.

The idea that someone could break
our laws, enter our country illegally,
and then be entitled to all the rights
and privileges of an American citizen is
awfully far-fetched, and it is not the
law. Let me be clear about what the
law actually says: Aliens who already
have final orders of deportation, who
are being detained for the purpose of
removal, have already had their due
process.

I would encourage my colleagues on
the left to reflect on this before con-
tinuing to use the buzzwords ‘‘due
process’ to mislead the American peo-
ple as they discuss cases that appear
sympathetic but where the process
these aliens were entitled to has sim-
ply been exhausted, and they lost or
they refused to show up in the first
place.

The American people know what
Democrats fail to admit: Deterrence—
deterrence—is a critical part of immi-
gration enforcement and preventing
the flow of aliens into the United
States in the first place. In other
words, if you know that it is likely
that if you pay a coyote or a human
smuggler $10,000 to smuggle you into
the United States but you are unlikely
to be able to stay, then you are prob-
ably not going to make the decision to
make that dangerous trip in the hands
of a criminal organization to come to
the United States. That is part of what
we talk about when we are discussing
deterrence—the likelihood you would
be unsuccessful, so you don’t try in the
first place.

I have been impressed by the way the
State of Florida has stepped up to the
plate by helping the administration
open a detention facility known in the
press as Alligator Alcatraz—well,
whatever is necessary to provide deten-
tion facilities for people who have no
legal right to remain in the United
States because they have exhausted all
of their legal remedies.

We have just provided significant ad-
ditional resources in the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill to the Department of Home-
land Security and ICE to build those
detention facilities like the one in
Florida, as needed, in order to detain
people before they are repatriated or
removed from the United States.

I am hopeful other States will step
up in a similar way, and I am strongly
supportive of creating those necessary
detention facilities in places like
Texas.

The American people voted over-
whelmingly on November 5 for a Presi-
dent who promised to enforce our im-
migration laws, so it is only right that
our States would work together with
the Federal Government to facilitate
the enforcement of those laws, that the
American people voted for. I know they
are thankful to President Trump for
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keeping his promises, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with him
and Governor Abbott to ensure that
this work continues in my home State
of Texas. Together, we are making our
communities safer.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NOMINATION OF MATTHEW LOHMEIER

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to care-
fully consider their vote on the nomi-
nation of Mr. Matthew Lohmeier to be
Under Secretary of the Air Force.

The Under Secretary is the second
highest ranking official in the Air
Force. This position is responsible for
running the day-to-day operations of
the Department and assisting the Sec-
retary in leading the largest fleet of
aircraft and space assets in the world.
Most importantly, they are responsible
for managing the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women who make up
the Air Force and the Space Force.

I have deep concerns about Mr.
Lohmeier’s fitness to represent these
men and women. While I appreciate his
past military service, his record of
troubling conduct in uniform, extreme
partisanship, and animosity toward
military members with whom he dis-
agrees politically is, in my view, com-
pletely disqualifying to be Under Sec-
retary.

His record of alarming behavior and
statements is well-documented. In 2021,
while serving as an Active-Duty Space
Force officer in command of a large
formation, he self-published a book ti-
tled: ‘‘Irresistible Revolution: Marx-
ism’s Goal of Conquest & the
Unmaking of the American Military.”
The book argued that Marxism is
rampant within the ranks and leading
to the collapse of our military and our
society.

As he wrote:

To be perfectly clear, the path we are on as
a country leads us to fratricidal and geno-
cidal warfare.

While still on Active Duty and com-
mand, he went on a far-right podcast
which was known for spreading misin-
formation and conspiracy theories to
advertise his book. All this was done
without the knowledge or approval of
the Department of Defense. Mr.
Lohmeier was immediately relieved of
command when his book and podcast
were discovered.

After leaving the Space Force, he has
continued to write and speak about his
extreme beliefs. Among his controver-
sial statements, Mr. Lohmeier called
the January 6 attack a government-led
“false flag and hoax at the Capitol.”

I would ask all of my colleagues who
were there that day and who were in
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danger if it were a hoax and a false flag
operation. I think, honestly, they
would admit, no, it was an attack on
the constitutional responsibilities of
Congress to certify the election of the
President of the United States. In that
hoax, police officers were injured and
killed, and many, many of us were ter-
ribly concerned about our safety and
the safety of our staffs.

So, if you believe it was a hoax, then
you agree with Mr. Lohmeier. If you
think it was and is an attack on our
Constitution and on ourselves, this is
not the gentleman to be the Under Sec-
retary of the U.S. Air Force.

He has appeared on dozens of
podcasts and has made hundreds of so-
cial media posts about his distrust of
American servicemembers, as he wrote
in his book:

In one respect, U.S. military servicemem-
bers are no different than members of the
People’s Liberation Army.

That is an interesting comparison—
equating American soldiers with the
members of the People’s Liberation
Army.

He went on to say:

Each is comprised of humans—

U.S. Army, PLA—
humans who share a common nature. Be-
cause we share the same nature, what Marx-
ist ideology does to the Chinese military
servicemember it will do to the American.

Now, that is absolutely absurd. I
don’t think anyone in the United
States or in the U.S. military will be-
lieve that our military will be trans-
formed into a Marxist fighting organi-
zation equivalent to the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army. Yet that is
what he is talking about, and I have
read a great deal of his writing.

I had the opportunity and the privi-
lege not only to attend West Point but
to teach at West Point. I would ques-
tion his understanding of Marxism and
his understanding, frankly, of the char-
acter of the American soldier, sailor,
airman, marine, and guardian. It is
profoundly not only deficient but in-
sulting.

Let me make one point clear: I am
concerned that he has a deeply mis-
guided and biased opinion of American
military servicemembers and their
leaders. If confirmed, he would lead an
organization that, like this country,
represents a spectrum of individuals—
Republicans, Democrats, Independ-
ents—of all races and creeds and
sexualities. Yet his language suggests
that he regards many of these men and
women as adversaries to be rooted out
and purged from the force. I am very
skeptical that servicemembers and ci-
vilians who do not share his political
opinions can trust that they will not be
targeted under Mr. Lohmeier’s tenure.
This could be a revenge tour in the De-
partment of the Air Force—to get even
with those he feels did not treat him
fairly. That is not the type of indi-
vidual you want in the position of
Under Secretary of the Air Force.

During his confirmation hearing be-
fore the Armed Services Committee,
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my colleagues and I pressed him to ex-
plain his extreme positions. In par-
ticular, I urged him to pledge to not
seek retribution against any military
members or civilians whom he has pub-
licly criticized in the past, especially
as many of them would serve under
him if he is confirmed. He refused. He
refused to make such a commitment.
That failure significantly increases my
concerns that he will be out to purge,
to seek revenge; not to serve the inter-
ests of the U.S. Air Force and the
United States of America but to work
his own personal animosities out
against those he distrusts.

Ultimately, the Under Secretary of
the Air Force is a position that de-
mands wisdom, composure, and char-
acter. Our military personnel and, in-
deed, the American people deserve
nothing less. I do not believe that Mr.
Lohmeier is qualified for this position,
and I urge my colleagues to vote
against the nominee.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, as the
Senate turns now to debate the bipar-
tisan appropriations bill to resource
military construction and the VA that
Senator B0O0OzZMAN and I have assem-
bled, along with all of our colleagues
on the Appropriations Committee, I
would like to highlight what is in-
cluded in this legislation.

This bill represents bipartisan sup-
port for our military servicemembers
and veterans and their families. It en-
hances our military readiness and the
quality of life for servicemembers
while funding the delivery of care and
benefits for our Nation’s veterans.

Military construction funds are in-
cluded for infrastructure that supports
our servicemembers’ quality of life at
home and abroad and for the construc-
tion of facilities vital to our national
security.

In the State of Georgia, for example,
this bill includes resources to build a
brandnew elementary school at Fort
Benning, where there is currently a
wait-list of more than 200 families try-
ing to get into school on the base; re-
sources to construct a new barracks at
Fort Stewart, where housing has des-
perately needed upgrades following
alarming reports of mold and pest in-
festation; resources to bring the F-35A
flight simulators to Moody Air Force
Base in Valdosta and accelerate the ar-
rival of those aircraft to South Geor-
gia; resources to replace the control
tower at Robins Air Force Base, where
our servicemembers are currently
working in a tower with a leaking roof,
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no air-conditioning, and a broken ele-
vator; resources for major upgrades at
Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay,
where they are continuing to prepare
for the arrival of Columbia-class sub-
marines.

Across the country, family housing
for servicemembers operated by private
companies has long been a disaster, as
evidenced by my investigation of con-
ditions for families living on post at
Fort Gordon.

That is why this bill rejects the ad-
ministration’s proposed cuts to over-
sight of privatized family housing and
provides additional resources for con-
struction of new family housing. These
are young men and women, as you well
know through your service, Mr. Presi-
dent—many of them 19, 21, 23 years
old—who signed up to serve not for
money or for glory but out of their love
for our country. Their entire families
make sacrifices on behalf of our Na-
tion, and they should not have to sac-
rifice safe, clean housing, and high-
quality schools.

For years, the Department has ne-
glected quality of life, health, and safe-
ty for enlisted servicemembers, and
that neglect extends to those service-
members’ families. But this bill pro-
vides necessary and overdue invest-
ments in military quality of life.

Now to the VA. Let’s be clear that
these programs, services, and benefits
are not a giveaway; they are the Na-
tion’s obligation to those who have put
their lives and health on the line and
made tremendous sacrifices and family
sacrifices in defense of the United
States.

For the VA, this bill provides re-
sources to support healthcare for more
than 9.2 million veterans and disability
benefits to nearly 7 million veterans,
survivors, and their families.

Instead of continuing senseless mass
firings of VA personnel, this bill pro-
vides funding so that the VA can re-
cruit and hire to fill long-term clinical
vacancies that are contributing to long
wait times for care in Georgia and
across the country.

Asserting our constitutional power of
the purse, this bill mandates specific
funding levels for rural health, wom-
en’s health, caregivers, research, and
veteran homelessness prevention pro-
grams, in some cases, including re-
quired spending levels for those pro-
grams for the first time in legislative
history.

It also provides funding for the VA to
address the claims backlog related to
toxic exposures and the implementa-
tion of the PACT Act, to continue pro-
viding education benefits to veterans,
and to help secure VA home loans. All
of these critical resources will better
ensure that our Nation’s veterans re-
ceive the care and benefits they have
earned through their service.

This bill also provides mnecessary
funding for the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, the U.S. Court of
Veterans Appeals, and the Armed
Forces Retirement Homes, as well as
Arlington National Cemetery.
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As ranking member of the sub-
committee, I was pleased to work
closely with Chairman BOOZMAN to
build a strong bipartisan bill that re-
flects input from colleagues on both
sides of the aisle, not just on the Ap-
propriations Committee but across the
entire Senate. And I thank Senator
Bo0zMAN for his collaboration and for
his bipartisan work in good faith, and I
extend that gratitude to Senators Col-
lins and Murray.

Every Senator, in both parties, has
had the opportunity to advocate for
their State’s interests and priorities,
and Chairman B00zZMAN and I have
worked together to address, to the best
of our ability, every Senator’s needs
and concerns.

Now, this bill earned bipartisan sup-
port in the Appropriations Committee
because it equips the VA to make good
on America’s sacred promise that our
servicemembers and veterans will have
the resources and support they have
earned through their service to our
country. I encourage colleagues to
come and speak with me directly about
any questions or concerns with this
legislation so that we can set up votes
and get this bill passed in the Senate
as swiftly as possible and ultimately
enacted into law.

This is a bipartisan bill that was
built through thoughtful deliberation,
hard work, and compromise. That is
how the appropriations process should
work, not on the basis of party line but
in the spirit of bipartisan collaboration
and the national interest.

So let’s deliver for the American peo-
ple, the people of Georgia, our service-
members, military families, and vet-
erans, with the resources they need, on
time, responsibly, and on a bipartisan
basis.

I urge a ‘‘yes” vote to proceed to the
bill.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE FLORIDA PAN-
THERS ON WINNING THE 2025
STANLEY CUP FINAL

Mrs. MOODY. Mr. President, today I
rise to announce a resolution com-
mending and congratulating the Flor-
ida Panthers on winning the 2025 Stan-
ley Cup Final.

Last month, our State—the great
State of Florida—along with loyal fans
nationwide, came together to cheer on
the Florida Panthers as they fought
hard to secure a victory and bring
home the cup to Florida.

And they cemented their place as
back-to-back champions. This incred-
ible effort marks the second cup won
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by the Panthers in franchise history,
and our Sunshine State is so very
proud.

The whole Panthers’ roster obviously
contributed to this win, but we wanted
to thank the staff and the coaches and
all of those who supported the team on
and off the ice. This success could not
have been achieved without everybody
who contributed.

We watched that team compete with
resilience and grit to keep the Stanley
Cup where it belongs, which is, of
course, in the great free State of Flor-
ida. Our entire South Florida commu-
nity celebrates with the entire State,
who all kept faith in this team. Every-
one’s encouragement throughout the
season ensured our Panthers were
ready to bring home the championship
when the time came. The win was well
deserved, and it was a great end to an
amazing year.

So with that, I thank the Presiding
Officer for accommodating my request
to pass a resolution on behalf of the
Florida Panthers.

Mr. President, notwithstanding rule
XXII, T ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 333, which is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 333) commending and
congratulating the Florida Panthers on win-
ning the 2025 Stanley Cup Final.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. MOODY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

333) was

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2026—Motion to Proceed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas.
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join Senators COLLINS and
MURRAY, as well as my Democratic
counterpart on the MILCON-VA Sub-
committee Senator OSSOFF in pre-
senting the fiscal year 2026 and 2027 for
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs
and the Department of Military Con-
struction.

It is important to remember that we
followed tradition in crafting the bill
in a very open and a very bipartisan
way. So it is built on a strong founda-
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tion and deserves the support of our
colleagues.

This bill takes into consideration the
needs of our veterans, their families,
and our servicemembers. And within
that framework, we have created a
thoughtful path—a path forward for
both Departments and their related
Agencies.

This bill provides $153.5 billion of dis-
cretionary spending. Of that amount,
the Department of Veterans Affairs has
provided $133.3 billion in discretionary
funding. When combined with the $49.8
billion from the Toxic Exposures Fund,
veterans’ medical care will be funded
at a total of $163.6 billion in fiscal year
2026.

Our bill funds priority accounts to
prevent veteran suicide as well as in-
crease rural access to healthcare
through significant investments for the
Office of Rural Health.

Additionally, we allocated approxi-
mately $23 billion to support critical
mental health issues and programs to
prevent veterans’ homelessness and
provide funding for innovative medical
research.

The bill also funds mandatory vet-
erans’ benefits, which are earned bene-
fits that include disability pensions,
employment training programs, and
educational benefits.

We also make advanced appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2027 for certain ac-
counts, including $122.3 billion for vet-
erans’ medical care and $262.1 billion
for mandatory veterans’ benefits.

In addition, we are delivering $19.8
billion to support military construc-
tion and family housing units, which
are important to both readiness and
morale. Our bill will give the Depart-
ment of Defense the resources it needs
to project power globally, enhance our
warfighting capabilities, and train our
forces.

Importantly, we provide $1.9 billion
to improve housing and quality of life
for servicemembers and their families.

I also want to note that the bill in-
cludes robust funding for related Agen-
cies, which include the American Bat-
tle Monuments Commission, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims,
Arlington National Cemetery, and the
Armed Forces Retirement Home.

Funding at these priorities at these
levels represents solid bipartisan work
to provide the resources necessary for
our veterans, their families, and the
servicemembers defending our Nation,
which was evident with the passage of
the measure in the Appropriations
Committee by a vote of 26 to 3.

I want to again thank Senator
OSSOFF as well as Chair COLLINS and
Vice Chair MURRAY for their hard work
and collaboration. And also a special
thanks to our staff who worked so, so
very hard to put the bill together.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
Democratic whip.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 229

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, America
is a great nation. Just look at the

The
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record. When it comes to the discovery
of new drugs and pharmaceuticals, we
lead the world. But we also pay the
highest prices in the world for the pre-
scription drugs. The very same drugs
made in the United States is for sale in
Canada at a fraction of the cost. The
same thing is true in Europe.

What is going on here?

Our country is producing drugs, pay-
ing more for them than other cus-
tomers around the world—the problem
is so glaring that even President
Trump has identified fixing this issue
as a priority. Bipartisan feeling—
change it, reduce the price of drugs.

Why is the United States such an
outlier? One of the major reasons—if
you watch television, you see it every
single day. The United States is one of
only two industrialized countries in
the world that allows people to adver-
tise drugs on television.

This is a trivia quiz. What is the
other country? New Zealand. Two
countries in the world that allow ad-
vertising of prescription drugs on tele-
vision—you know, the ads with the
catchy jingles, flashy images of pa-
tients rock climbing, golfing, dancing,
parading.

Big Pharma spends $6 billion a year
to flood the airwaves with ads for the
latest wonder drug—=$6 billion.

Why? Why would they spend all this
money to advertise drugs and say, Talk
it over with your doctor? They spend
such astronomical sums to promote
their drugs because it increases their
profit margins.

Big Pharma thinks if they hit you
hard enough and often enough with ads
on television, not only will you be able
to pronounce but spell Xarelto, but you
will also tell your doctor: That is my
favorite blood thinner. I have seen that
ad over and over again.

Don’t take my word for it.

The American Medical Association
said:

Direct to consumer advertising inflates de-
mands for new and expensive drugs even
when these drugs may not be appropriate for
your health.

When President Biden announced 15
drugs that Medicare would negotiate
for discounts, most Americans knew
the names, maybe even knew the jin-
gle: Ozempic, Trelegy, Ibrance, Otezla.

Sound familiar?

Pharma spends hundreds of millions
of dollars each year so you are sup-
posed to ‘‘ask your doctor’ about these
drugs.

The result, Medicare spent $22 billion
last year alone on these four heavily
advertised medications—$22 billion.
With these advertisements, Big
Pharma is betting they can squeeze
every penny out of you and our
healthcare system.

Just last week, I released a report
about the new telehealth advertising
scheme launched by Pfizer and Eli
Lilly. With online promotions and new
websites, Pharma is urging patients to
‘‘click here” if you want to speak with
a doctor. But those telehealth doctors
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are handpicked. They have been re-
cruited and paid for by the drug compa-
nies.

Pharma is funneling patients to their
chosen healthcare providers to influ-
ence prescriptions for costly drugs.
This raises concerns about conflicts of
interest and inappropriate prescribing
of drugs. All of this is a result of
Pharma’s rampant advertising spree.

Since 2017, I have introduced bipar-
tisan legislation to crack down on this
TV advertising. Republican Senator
CHUCK GRASSLEY—now on the floor to
join me—has been my partner in this
effort. When you turn on the evening
news, one-third—one out of every
three—commercials you see are for
drugs from prescription drug compa-
nies. It is the same when you stream
your favorite show or scroll on social
media.

Americans see an average nine phar-
maceutical ads every single day. With
billions in targeted spending, patients
are bombarded with information—often
at rapid machine gun pace—but kept in
the dark about one crucial fact that is
essential to this conversation: The
drug companies want to tell you every-
thing, including the warnings as fast as
they say them, but they don’t want
you to know one thing. They don’t
want you to know the price.

Because of outrageous drug prices,
millions of Americans are faced to ra-
tion doses, skip refills, making cost of
transparency absolutely essential.

I want to put an ad up here, which
some of you may recognize.

In 2023, Illinois company AbbVie
spent $350 million on TV ads for
Rinvoq, an eczema and arthritis drug.
Nowhere in the commercial do they
tell you the cost as publicized and re-
leased by the drug company—$6,100 a
month for this drug.

A lot of good news, if you are going
to go out canoeing and white water
rafting, but they won’t tell you it is
$6,100 for Rinvoq.

It is time to end Big Pharma’s se-
crecy. If they are going to advertise a
drug, they need to also declare to the
American public how much it costs.

It is basic. No gimmicks, no tricks,
just the truth by advertising the very
same drug that the drug companies
publish at the fictional price.

Our commonsense plan to require
price disclosures in direct-to-consumer
drug ads has already passed the Senate
one time before. Senator GRASSLEY and
I worked together in 2018, because we
knew that 88 percent of the American
people support what we are doing—dis-
closure of price and reduction of the
cost of drugs to consumers.

In fact, because of our work, Presi-
dent Donald Trump made a statement.

Big announcement . . .—

The President said—

Drug companies have to come clean about
their prices in TV ads. Historic transparency
for American patients is here. If drug compa-
nies are ashamed of those prices—lower
them!

That is what the President said on
May 8, 2019.
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Vice President VANCE previously co-
sponsored the measure Senator GRASS-
LEY and I support, while Health Sec-
retary Kennedy has railed against drug
advertising and suggested our price dis-
closure policy has his support too. So
this is a bipartisan undertaking.

Big Pharma hates being honest with
patients about the price of drugs; they
fear it is going to cut into their profits.
Patients in America, American citizens
and others, deserve lower drug prices.

The Trump administration has called
on Congress to rein in these deceptive
drug advertisements, but Big Pharma
is looking for one Senator—if they can
just get one Senator to come down here
on the floor and object to the passage
of this commonsense bill. I hope we can
pass it right now to deliver real relief
at the pharmacy counter.

I am now going to yield to my part-
ner in this effort, Senator GRASSLEY,
before I make a motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I want to thank
Senator DURBIN for his leadership in
this area the two or three times we
have attempted to do this. One time, I
think we were successful, but it is still
not law.

I would like to put this in the sim-
plest form I can by saying that watch-
ing television all the time, prices are
showing up all the time for this prod-
uct or that product. I don’t know how
many times I see that something costs
$9.99 or $19.99 or that the price of an
automobile is $26,000. But when it
comes to prescription drugs, presum-
ably there is something very sensitive
about this that they don’t want to tell
us what it is going to cost. Of course
that irritates me, but most impor-
tantly, it is not fair to the consumer.

Today, we have a President, we have
a Vice President, and we have a Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
all on record supporting this common-
sense measure to require prescription
drug ads to list the price of a drug. In
fact, I discussed this with the HHS Sec-
retary prior to his confirmation, and
he told me he thought it could be done
by regulation. It is my understanding
they are studying doing it by regula-
tion, and I would say hurry up and get
it done because whether it is done by
law or whether it is done by regulation,
this is something that should be done.

I want to say that I think my col-
leagues know that lowering the cost of
prescription drugs is a top priority of
mine—no more than it is Senator DUR-
BIN’s. Without their prescription medi-
cation, millions of Americans would
not survive.

As a nation, we are blessed to live in
a country where investment and inno-
vation unlock cures and treatments—
some of them we even refer to as mir-
acle cures. But the escalating prices of
prescription drugs are a consuming
concern for millions of Americans, in-
cluding in my State of Iowa, where
they bring up this very subject regu-
larly at my county meetings.
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There are many reasons for the high
cost of prescription drugs. It could be
the lack of competition and abusive
practices. It could be opaque and pow-
erful drug middlemen that we -call
pharmacy benefit managers and a lack
of transparency on prices.

By the way, I just mentioned PBMs.
There are at least 656 to 70 Senators
that are cosponsors of 1 or more bills—
at least 3 bills that exist out of 3 dif-
ferent committees—that want more
transparency with PBMs, and some-
how, we ought to be able to get that
up. Hopefully, we will be successful be-
fore this year is out.

So I am working in all three of these
areas I just told you about to advance
bipartisan solutions. When voluntarily
choosing to promote medications over
the airways, manufacturers are already
required to disclose safety and side ef-
fects. Yet, for many patients, price
plays a primary role in clinical adher-
ence.

There is a lot of value in knowing a
prescription drug’s list price. This is
the most accessible and standardized
price of a drug, which is set by the
manufacturer itself.

Despite efforts by Big Pharma to
stop our bill, I am confident that the
American consumer will continue to
demand the kind of price transparency
that they deserve. President Trump,
Vice President VANCE, and Secretary
Kennedy will also continue to fight
with us.

If critics have solutions to make our
bill better, come to the table, present
your ideas, and work with us.

Also, I want to thank the chairman
of the Finance Committee. He is a
friend. He may be against this bill
today, but he is very much an advocate
for PBM reforms.

I thank you, Senator, for doing that.

The Finance Committee, along with
several other committees in the Sen-
ate, has a bipartisan PBM reform ready
to pass the Senate.

The President made it clear that he
wants to see PBM transparency and ac-
countability, and we must tackle the
cost of prescription drugs through
more competition, PBM reform, and, of
course, through the sunshine on drug
prices that Senator DURBIN and I are
proposing.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic whip.

Mr. DURBIN. Take a look at the
agenda of the U.S. Senate. Tell me an
issue that 88 percent of the American
people agree with. Tell me an issue
where you have bipartisan sponsorship:
Senator GRASSLEY, chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee; I am
ranking member of that committee—a
Republican, a Democrat supporting it.
Tell me an issue where you have Presi-
dent Trump supporting our position
and a Democratic Senator like myself
on the floor espousing the same posi-
tion as the President of the United
States. Tell me an issue that is more
timely than the affordability of pre-
scription drugs. I can’t think of an-
other issue that fits that mold.
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I want to make a motion. I ask unan-
imous consent that notwithstanding
rule XXII, the Committee on Finance
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 229 and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration; that
the bill be considered read a third time
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAPO. Reserving the right to
object, I am the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, the committee they
are trying to pull this bill out of. The
fact is that I completely agree with the
objective of my colleagues on the floor
today that we need to get transparency
in the prescription drug pricing sys-
tem.

Americans deserve a transparent, af-
fordable, and accessible prescription
drug market. Far too often, the cur-
rent system fails to meet those needs.
It is not only, though, because we
haven’t got ads on TV saying the list
price of the drug—I don’t have an oppo-
sition to just doing something like
that—but it is much more complex.
Vertically integrated health plans,
pharmacy benefit managers, and other
intermediaries suppress competition,
pocket valuable drug discounts, and in-
crease prices for consumers—all unre-
lated to the list price of the drug.

Last Congress, the Senate Finance
Committee, which I chair, advanced a
number of our bipartisan proposals to
reform our broken prescription drug
supply chain. Senator GRASSLEY has
just referenced those proposals, and he
is a strong ally and advocate of those.
These policies would ensure that pa-
tients, not middlemen, benefit from
the negotiated price of drugs—not the
price you see if you just look at the list
price, the negotiated price of the drugs.
With bipartisan support and coopera-
tion, we can pass that package by the
end of this year, but we need bipartisan
support to move forward and do it.

While well-intended, the proposal be-
fore us today risks confusing patients
further by requiring disclosure of list
prices in advertisements that no con-
sumer should pay—none. A drug’s list
price includes none of the discounts,
rebates, or other price concessions
found in net prices, which continue to
decline even as other prices grow.

Rather than broadcast and validate a
list price, Congress should ensure that
patients can share in the savings re-
flected in the net pricing points, ena-
bling both increased transparency and
reduced out-of-pocket costs at the
pharmacy counter.

What I am saying is that this is com-
plex, and we are working and have a
working solution. I stand ready to
work with the administration and my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle on
an effective method to increase trans-
parency and access to relevant infor-
mation that patients need to make im-
portant choices about their own health
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but not to pull a bill out of our com-
mittee when we are already working in
committee to get the right and most
effective solution put into place.

For those reasons, I object to my col-
league’s request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Democratic whip.

Mr. DURBIN. The Senator from
Idaho is my friend. We have worked to-
gether in the past; I am sure we will in
the future. But I want to tell you
something. He professes deep concern
about whether senior citizens are going
to get confused if we tell them the ac-
tual price given by the drug company
itself. He thinks it is too confusing for
them to understand that that price
means anything at all.

Do you know who disagrees with
him? The AARP, the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons. They rep-
resent American seniors, and they en-
dorse the Grassley-Durbin bill. They
believe that seniors can understand
completely how much the cost of the
drug is even if it can be discounted
under the insurance coverage of your
policy as well.

The list price is the proper method of
disclosure because the drug companies
create the list price. We are not impos-
ing a price on them; it is a price they
have to publish. It is an objective, fac-
tual figure. Many patients do indeed
pay this price when they don’t have
copays.

Let me say a word about what it
means in the real world. In 2022, 19,000
seniors in the State of Idaho paid an
average of $570 out of pocket on a drug
known as Eliquis—a pretty well-known
drug. Another 6,000 seniors in Idaho
paid on average $607 out of pocket for
Xarelto—the one that is impossible to
explain. Both of these blood thinners
are among the most heavily advertised
medications.

We are talking about a dose of trans-
parency in the State of Idaho and every
other State so that 25,000 seniors in
Idaho can save money by knowing up
front what costs they may face and
make informed treatment choices.

Why are we afraid to ask the drug
companies to disclose a price they pub-
lish in private—at least to some
sources—and not tell the American
consumer? If they had to do that, we
think the American consumer would
think twice about falling for these ads.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 6 min-
utes prior to the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today,
I will be voting to move ahead with the
first spending bill for fiscal year 2026.

Now, there is no doubt that the path
forward on appropriations this year has
been made extremely challenging by
President Trump’s flagrant lack of re-
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gard for Congress and our laws, and it
has not been made any easier by the
unprecedented partisan rescissions
package that Republicans passed last
week. But we cannot afford another
slush fund, full-year CR, and we cannot
accept the draconian cuts being pushed
by Trump and House Republicans. So
we do need to chart a different path
forward and pass full-year, bipartisan
spending bills that invest in folks back
home and make sure Congress and our
constituents have a say in Federal
spending. The way, of course, to ensure
that happens is through a bipartisan
appropriations process.

So I am very glad that, thanks to the
senior Senator from Georgia, working
across the aisle with his partner, the
senior Senator from Arkansas, we were
able to negotiate and report out of
committee a good bill to fund our mili-
tary construction needs and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in fiscal
year 2026.

As the daughter of a World War II
veteran, the programs we fund in the
MILCON-VA bill are very personal to
me. Doing right by our vets and get-
ting them the care they need and the
support they were promised is a moral
obligation, which is why I am pleased
to say the MILCON-VA bill we are vot-
ing on delivers the funding needed to
live up to our Nation’s commitments
to our veterans and makes crucial in-
vestments to support our servicemem-
bers and our national security.

The bill includes essential funds for
VA care, including rural health, wom-
en’s health, medical research, and the
caregivers program I have long cham-
pioned, and for the first time, it puts
funding levels for those important pro-
grams in statute. It also expands the
pilot I started to make sure that
childcare is not a barrier to any vet-
eran who needs care and increases
funding to address veteran homeless-
ness and mental health needs.

When it comes to supporting our
servicemembers and their families,
there are investments for nearly 300
construction projects, including new
family housing construction and child
development centers.

There are also investments to bolster
our footprint in the Pacific and support
our NATO projects. These are incred-
ibly important to our soldiers, to our
veterans, and to our national security.

No doubt there is more I would like
to see done in this bill. It is not, of
course, the bill I would have written on
my own. But I do hope Republicans will
work with us now to consider critical
amendments to improve the bill and
make sure the administration actually
delivers for veterans, something I
think it has certainly failed to do on
many fronts over the last few months.

There is also some discussion of add-
ing two other funding bills that we
have negotiated and reported out of
committee to make this a minibus
package. These are solid, compromised
bills that reject the truly draconian
cuts proposed by President Trump and
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House Republicans, and I would like to
see them considered by the full Senate.

Now, for that to happen, I hope Re-
publicans will work with us to ensure,
once again, that there is an oppor-
tunity to debate and amend all three
bills.

So I am a ‘“‘yes” vote on moving for-
ward today with debate of the
MILCON-VA bill, and I hope we can
keep this process moving because pass-
ing our appropriations bills is the best
way we can make sure Federal spend-
ing reflects the needs we are hearing
about in our States and actually solves
problems for people at home.

No one wants a shutdown, and the
way we avoid that shutdown is by
working together. That is not a secret,
not a surprise; it is a reality we all
know. As the majority leader noted re-
cently, the math tells us that it takes
60. It takes bipartisan cooperation. Un-
fortunately, Republicans have been
chipping away at that cooperation, es-
pecially with the rescissions vote last
week.

But, to be clear, if Republicans con-
tinue cutting bipartisan deals with
more rescissions, that is not coopera-
tion. If Republicans try and jam
through another slush-fund CR, that is
not cooperation.

So for anyone considering the par-
tisan route, you cannot write a bill
without talking to Democrats and then
act surprised when Democrats don’t
support it. You want our votes; you
work with us. And this bill today that
we are considering shows that is pos-
sible. So I want to applaud the bipar-
tisan work of the senior Senators from
Georgia and Arkansas to get us to this
point, and I hope all of our colleagues
can take that lesson to heart as we
move forward with consideration of
this bill and our work on bipartisan
bills to fund the government and avoid
a shutdown.

Let’s stay focused on that instead of
embracing Russ Vought’s vision for a
Congress that is more partisan, less
powerful, and less able to make life
better for the people we represent.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BANKS). Under the previous order, all
postcloture time is expired.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion to proceed.

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCCONNELL)
and the Senator from OKlahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 90,
nays 8, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 428 Leg.]

YEAS—90
Alsobrooks Gallego Murray
Baldwin Gillibrand Ossoff
Banks Graham Paul
Barrasso Grassley Peters
Bennet Hagerty Reed
Blackburn Hassan Ricketts
Blumenthal Heinrich Risch
Blunt Rochester  Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Rounds
Boozman Hoeven Schatz
Britt Husted Schmitt
Budd Hyde-Smith Schumer
Cantwell Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Justice Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kelly Sheehy
Coons Kennedy Slotkin
Cornyn Kim Smith
Cortez Masto King Sullivan
Cotton Klobuchar Thune
Cramer Lankford Tillis
Crapo Lujan Tuberville
Cruz Lummis Van Hollen
Curtis Marshall Warner
Daines McCormick Warnock
Duckworth Merkley Welch
Durbin Moody Whitehouse
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fetterman Moreno Wyden
Fischer Murkowski Young

NAYS—8
Hawley Murphy Schiff
Lee Padilla Warren
Markey Sanders

NOT VOTING—2

McConnell Mullin

The motion was agreed to.
——

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED

AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2026
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3944) making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the bill, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Appro-
priations, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:
That the following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
real property for the Army as currently author-
ized by law, including personnel in the Army
Corps of Engineers and other personal services
necessary for the purposes of this appropriation,
and for construction and operation of facilities
in support of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $2,447,609,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of this
amount, mot to exceed $446,388,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, architect
and engineer services, and host nation support,
as authorized by law, unless the Secretary of
the Army determines that additional obligations

July 23, 2025

are necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the amount
made available under this heading, $268,650,000
shall be for the projects and activities, and in
the amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ in the
report accompanying this Act, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such purposes.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, naval installations, facilities, and real
property for the Navy and Marine Corps as cur-
rently authorized by law, including personnel in
the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and
other personal services mecessary for the pur-
poses of this appropriation, $5,906,524,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That, of this amount, mot to exceed
$613,213,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary
of the Navy determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$144,390,000 shall be for the projects and activi-
ties, and in the amounts, specified in the table
under the heading ‘‘Military Construction,
Navy and Marine Corps’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, in addition to amounts other-
wise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
real property for the Air Force as currently au-
thorized by law, including personnel in the De-
partment of the Air Force when designated by
the Secretary of Defense to direct and supervise
Military Construction projects in accordance
with section 2851 of title 10, United States Code,
and other personal services mecessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, $4,090,673,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That, of this amount, mot to exceed
$718,973,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary
of the Air Force determines that additional obli-
gations are necessary for such purposes and no-
tifies the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$359,200,000 shall be for the projects and activi-
ties, and in the amounts, specified in the table
under the heading ‘“Military Construction, Air
Force’ in the report accompanying this Act, in
addition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, installations, facilities, and real prop-
erty for activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as currently authorized by law,
$3,724,301,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That such amounts of
this appropriation as may be determined by the
Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such
appropriations of the Department of Defense
available for military construction or family
housing as the Secretary may designate, to be
merged with and to be available for the same
purposes, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to
exceed $211,001,000 shall be available for study,
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planning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the Sec-
retary of Defense determines that additional ob-
ligations are mnecessary for such purposes and
notifies the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress of the determination
and the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this head-
ing, $32,000,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construction,
Defense-Wide’ in the report accompanying this
Act, in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Army Na-
tional Guard, and contributions therefor, as au-
thoriced by chapter 1803 of title 10, United
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $271,230,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $78,380,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Director of the Army National Guard
determines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the amount
made available under this heading, $112,050,000
shall be for the projects and activities, and in
the amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army National
Guard’ in the report accompanying this Act, in
addition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Air National
Guard, and contributions therefor, as author-
ized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States
Code, and Military Construction Authorization
Acts, 3292,546,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the amount,
not to exceed $73,646,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and engi-
neer services, as authorized by law, unless the
Director of the Air National Guard determines
that additional obligations are mnecessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $95,900,000 shall be for
the projects and activities, and in the amounts,
specified in the table under the heading ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Air National Guard’ in the
report accompanying this Act, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, erpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Army Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construction
Authorization Acts, $46,239,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of
the amount, not to exceed $6,013,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by
law, unless the Chief of the Army Reserve deter-
mines that additional obligations are necessary
for such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $4,000,000 shall be for
the projects and activities, and in the amounts,
specified in the table under the heading ‘Mili-
tary Construction, Army Reserve’ in the report
accompanying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the reserve com-
ponents of the Navy and Marine Corps as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ication Acts, $2,255,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $2,255,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect
and engineer services, as authoriced by law, un-
less the Secretary of the Navy determines that
additional obligations are mnecessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the de-
termination and the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Air Force Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construction
Authorization Acts, $116,268,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That, of the amount, not to exceed $6,970,000
shall be available for study, planning, design,
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force
Reserve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the amount
made available under this heading, $55,810,000
shall be for the projects and activities, and in
the amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air Force Re-
serve’’ in the report accompanying this Act, in
addition to amounts otherwise available for
such purposes.

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security In-
vestment Program for the acquisition and con-
struction of military facilities and installations
(including international military headquarters)
and for related expenses for the collective de-
fense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States
Code, and Military Construction Authorization
Acts, $481,832,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of Defense
Base Closure Account, established by section
2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note),
$410,161,000, to remain available until expended.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the Army
for construction, including acquisition, replace-
ment, addition, expansion, extension, and alter-
ation, as authorized by law, $228,558,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the Army
for operation and maintenance, including debt
payment, leasing, minor construction, principal
and interest charges, and insurance premiums,
as authoriced by law, $388,418,000.

FAMmILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the Navy
and Marine Corps for construction, including
acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion,
extension, and alteration, as authorized by law,
3177,597,000, to remain available until September
30, 2030.
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FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND M AINTENANCE,
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
For expenses of family housing for the Navy
and Mavrine Corps for operation and mainte-
nance, including debt payment, leasing, minor
construction, principal and interest charges,
and insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$384,108,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisition,
replacement, addition, expansion, extension,
and alteration, as authorized by law,
$274,230,000, to remain available until September
30, 2030.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, including
debt payment, leasing, minor construction, prin-
cipal and interest charges, and insurance pre-
miums, as authorized by law, $369,765,000.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND M AINTENANCE,
DEFENSE-WIDE
For expenses of family housing for the activi-
ties and agencies of the Department of Defense
(other than the military departments) for oper-
ation and maintenance, leasing, and minor con-
struction, as authorized by law, $53,374,000.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND
For the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund, $8,315,000, to remain
available until expended, for family housing ini-
tiatives undertaken pursuant to section 2883 of
title 10, United States Code, providing alter-
native means of acquiring and improving mili-
tary family housing and supporting facilities.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND
For the Department of Defense Military Unac-
companied Housing Improvement Fund,
$497,000, to remain available until expended, for
unaccompanied housing initiatives undertaken
pursuant to section 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, providing alternative means of ac-
quiring and improving military unaccompanied
housing and supporting facilities.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be expended for payments under
a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for construction,
where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be per-
formed within the United States, except Alaska,
without the specific approval in writing of the
Secretary of Defense setting forth the reasons
therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for
construction shall be available for hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for
construction may be used for advances to the
Federal Highway Administration, Department
of Transportation, for the construction of access
roads as authorized by section 210 of title 23,
United States Code, when projects authorized
therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used to begin construction of
new bases in the United States for which spe-
cific appropriations have not been made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be used for purchase of land or
land easements in excess of 100 percent of the
value as determined by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers or the Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, except: (1) where there is a determination
of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases nego-
tiated by the Attorney General or the designee
of the Attorney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to be in
the public interest.
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SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; (2)
provide for site preparation; or (3) install utili-
ties for any family housing, except housing for
which funds have been made available in an-
nual Acts making appropriations for military
construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in
this title for minor construction may be used to
transfer or relocate any activity from one base
or installation to another, without prior notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used for the procurement of
steel for any construction project or activity for
which American steel producers, fabricators,
and manufacturers have been denied the oppor-
tunity to compete for such steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military construction
or family housing during the current fiscal year
may be used to pay real property tares in any
foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used to initiate a new installa-
tion overseas without prior motification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in
this title may be obligated for architect and en-
gineer contracts estimated by the Government to
exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished
in Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation member country, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, unless such contracts
are awarded to United States firms or United
States firms in joint venture with host nation
firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in
this title for military construction in the United
States territories and possessions in the Pacific
and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, may be used to award
any contract estimated by the Government to ex-
ceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided,
That this section shall not be applicable to con-
tract awards for which the lowest responsive
and responsible bid of a United States con-
tractor exceeds the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bid of a foreign contractor by greater
than 20 percent: Provided further, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which
the lowest responsive and responsible bid is sub-
mitted by a Marshallese contractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both Houses
of Congress, including the Committees on Ap-
propriations, of plans and scope of any pro-
posed military exercise involving United States
personnel 30 days prior to its occurring, if
amounts expended for construction, either tem-
porary or permanent, are anticipated to exceed
$100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior years
shall be available for construction authorized
for each such military department by the au-
thorizations enacted into law during the current
session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or family
housing projects that are being completed with
funds otherwise expired or lapsed for obligation,
expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the
cost of associated supervision, inspection, over-
head, engineering and design on those projects
and on subsequent claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, any funds made available to a military
department or defense agency for the construc-
tion of military projects may be obligated for a
military construction project or contract, or for
any portion of such a project or contract, at any
time before the end of the fourth fiscal year
after the fiscal year for which funds for such
project were made available, if the funds obli-
gated for such project: (1) are obligated from
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funds available for military construction
projects; and (2) do not exceed the amount ap-
propriated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased pur-
suant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notification,
or 14 days for a notification provided in an elec-
tronic medium pursuant to sections 480 and 2883
of title 10, United States Code, to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress,
such additional amounts as may be determined
by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred
to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction in ‘“‘Family Housing’’
accounts, to be merged with and to be available
for the same purposes and for the same period of
time as amounts appropriated directly to the
Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund
from amounts appropriated for construction of
military unaccompanied housing in ‘‘Military
Construction’’ accounts, to be merged with and
to be available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund: Provided, That appropria-
tions made available to the Funds shall be
available to cover the costs, as defined in section
502(5) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the
Department of Defense pursuant to the provi-
sions of subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10,
United States Code, pertaining to alternative
means of acquiring and improving military fam-
ily housing, military unaccompanied housing,
and supporting facilities.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of Defense,
amounts may be transferred from the Depart-
ment of Defense Base Closure Account to the
fund established by section 1013(d) of the Dem-
onstration Cities and Metropolitan Development
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to pay for expenses
associated with the Homeowners Assistance Pro-
gram incurred under 42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A).
Any amounts transferred shall be merged with
and be available for the same purposes and for
the same time period as the fund to which trans-
ferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, funds made available in this title for op-
eration and maintenance of family housing
shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair
and maintenance of all family housing units, in-
cluding general or flag officer quarters: Pro-
vided, That not more than $35,000 per unit may
be spent annually for the maintenance and re-
pair of any general or flag officer quarters with-
out 30 days prior notification, or 14 days for a
notification provided in an electronic medium
pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be sub-
mitted if the limitation is exceeded solely due to
costs associated with environmental remediation
that could not be reasonably anticipated at the
time of the budget submission: Provided further,
That the Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-
troller) is to report annually to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
all operation and maintenance exrpenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quarters
for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford Is-
land Improvement Account established by sub-
section (h) of section 2814 of title 10, United
States Code, are appropriated and shall be
available until expended for the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (i)(1) of such section or until
transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such
section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-

propriations available in this Act to the Depart-
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ment of Defense for military construction and
family housing operation and maintenance and
construction have expired for obligation, upon a
determination that such appropriations will not
be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or
for making authorized adjustments to such ap-
propriations for obligations incurred during the
period of availability of such appropriations,
unobligated balances of such appropriations
may be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, De-
fense”’, to be merged with and to be available for
the same time period and for the same purposes
as the appropriation to which transferred.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available in an account funded under the
headings in this title may be transferred among
projects and activities within the account in ac-
cordance with the reprogramming guidelines for
military construction and family housing con-
struction contained in Department of Defense
Financial Management Regulation 7000.14-R,
Volume 3, Chapter 7, of April 2021, as in effect
on the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available in
this title may be obligated or expended for plan-
ning and design and construction of projects at
Arlington National Cemetery.

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified, to remain
available until September 30, 2030:

“Military Construction, Army’’, $45,000,000;

“Military  Construction, Army  National
Guard”, $15,500,000;

“Military Construction, Air National Guard’’,
$11,000,000; and

“Military  Construction,
$15,000,000:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to com-
plete projects identified in the respective mili-
tary department’s unfunded priovity list for fis-
cal year 2026 submitted to Congress: Provided
further, That such projects are subject to au-
thorization prior to obligation and expenditure
of funds to carry out construction: Provided
further, That not later than 60 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the military
department concerned, or their designee, shall
submit to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army”’, “‘Department of Defense—Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’, ‘‘De-
partment of Defense—Military Construction, Air
Force”, and ‘‘Department of Defense—Military
Construction, Defense-Wide’’ accounts pursuant
to the authorization of appropriations in a Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act specified for
fiscal year 2026 in the funding table in section
4601 of that Act shall be immediately available
and allotted to contract for the full scope of au-
thorized projects.

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of this
Act, funds made available in this Act or any
available unobligated balances from prior ap-
propriations Acts may be obligated before Octo-
ber 1, 2027 for fiscal year 2017, 2018, 2019, and
2020 military construction projects for which
project authorization has mnot lapsed or for
which authorization is extended for fiscal year
2026 by a National Defense Authorization Act:
Provided, That no amounts may be obligated
pursuant to this section from amounts that were
designated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolution
on the budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 127. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees’’ means
the Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Subcommittee on

Army  Reserve’’,
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Military Construction and Veterans Affairs of
the Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives.

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’,
$76,000,000, to remain available until September
30, 2030: Provided, That such funds may only be
obligated to carry out construction projects
specified in a National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2026 in the funding table in
section 4601 of that Act: Provided further, That
not later than 30 days after enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Defense, or their designee,
shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress an expenditure
plan for funds provided under this section.

SEC. 129. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to carry out the closure or
realignment of the United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

TITLE 11

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits to
or on behalf of veterans and a pilot program for
disability examinations as authorized by section
107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of
title 38, United States Code; pension benefits to
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chap-
ters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated
Entitlement Program for Survivors, emergency
and other officers’ retirement pay, adjusted-
service credits and certificates, payment of pre-
miums due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV of
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as au-
thorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 2106,
and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38,
United States Code, $241,947,603,000, which shall
become available on October 1, 2026, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That not to
exceed $29,454,647 of the amount made available
for fiscal year 2027 under this heading shall be
reimbursed to ‘‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration’, and ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’ for mecessary ex-
penses in implementing the provisions of chap-
ters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, United States Code,
the funding source for which is specifically pro-
vided as the ‘“‘Compensation and Pensions’ ap-
propriation: Provided further, That such sums
as may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical Care
Collections Fund’ to augment the funding of
individual medical facilities for nursing home
care provided to pensioners as authorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and rehabili-
tation benefits to or on behalf of veterans as au-
thorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39,
41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States
Code, $20,057,841,000, which shall become avail-
able on October 1, 2026, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That expenses for re-
habilitation program services and assistance
which the Secretary is authoriced to provide
under subsection (a) of section 3104 of title 38,
United States Code, other than under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of that subsection,
shall be charged to this account.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indemnities,
service-disabled wveterans insurance, and vet-
erans mortgage life insurance as authorized by
chapters 19 and 21 of title 38, United States
Code, $97,893,000, which shall become available
on October 1, 2026, to remain available until ex-
pended.

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans,
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the
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program, as authoriced by subchapters I
through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as
defined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That, dur-
ing fiscal year 2026, within the resources avail-
able, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obligations
for direct loans are authorized for specially
adapted housing loans.

In addition, for administrative exrpenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, 3266,736,842.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM

ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $45,428, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United States
Code: Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That funds made
available under this heading are available to
subsidize gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct loans not to exceed $1,394,442.

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program,
3507,254, which may be paid to the appropria-
tion for ‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration’’.

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $6,865,235, as au-
thorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title
38, United States Code: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading are available to subsidize gross obliga-
tions for the principal amount of direct loans
not to exceed $75,000,000.

In addition, for administrative exrpenses to
carry out the direct loan program authorized by
subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38, United
States Code, $5,845,241.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, not otherwise
provided for, including hire of passenger motor
vehicles, reimbursement of the General Services
Administration for security guard services, and
reimbursement of the Department of Defense for
the cost of  overseas employee mail,
$3,879,000,000: Provided, That expenses for serv-
ices and assistance authorized wunder para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 3104(a) of
title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs determines are necessary to
enable entitled veterans: (1) to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, to become employable and to ob-
tain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
achieve maximum independence in daily living,
shall be charged to this account: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the funds made available under
this heading, not to exceed 10 percent shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as au-
thorized by law, inpatient and outpatient care
and treatment to beneficiaries of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and veterans described
in section 1705(a) of title 38, United States Code,
including care and treatment in facilities not
under the jurisdiction of the Department, and
including medical supplies and equipment, bio-
engineering services, food services, and salaries
and expenses of healthcare employees hired
under title 38, United States Code, assistance
and support services for caregivers as author-
ized by section 1720G of title 38, United States
Code, loan repayments authorized by section 604
of the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124
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Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly assist-
ance allowances authorized by section 322(d) of
title 38, United States Code, grants authorized
by section 521A of title 38, United States Code,
and administrative exrpenses necessary to carry
out sections 322(d) and 521A of title 38, United
States Code, and hospital care and medical serv-
ices authorized by section 1787 of title 38, United
States Code; $59,858,000,000, plus reimburse-
ments, which shall become available on October
1, 2026, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the amount
made available on October 1, 2026, under this
heading, $2,000,000,000 shall remain available
until September 30, 2028: Provided further, That
of the $75,039,000,000 to become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2025, previously appropriated under this
heading in the Full-Year Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119-4),
$15,889,000,000 is hereby rescinded: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
establish a priority for the provision of medical
treatment for veteramns who have service-con-
nected disabilities, lower income, or have special
needs: Provided further, That, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for the
provision of basic medical benefits to veterans in
enrollment priority groups 1 through 6: Provided
further, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may authorice the dispensing of prescription
drugs from Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities to enrolled veterans with privately writ-
ten prescriptions based on requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary: Provided further, That
the implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur no additional
cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall ensure that sufficient amounts ap-
propriated under this heading for medical sup-
plies and equipment are available for the acqui-
sition of prosthetics designed specifically for fe-
male veterans: Provided further, That nothing
in section 2044(e) of title 38, United States Code,
may be construed as limiting amounts that may
be made available under this heading for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027 in this or prior Acts.

MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For necessary expenses for furnishing health
care to individuals pursuant to chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, at non-Department
facilities, $38,700,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1, 2026,
and shall remain available until September 30,
2027: Provided, That, of the amount made avail-
able on October 1, 2026, under this heading,
$2,000,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administration
of the medical, hospital, nursing home, domi-
ciliary, construction, supply, and research ac-
tivities, as authorized by law; administrative ex-
penses in support of capital policy activities;
and administrative and legal expenses of the
Department for collecting and recovering
amounts owed the Department as authorized
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code,
and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42
U.S.C. 2651 et seq.), $12,000,000,000, plus reim-
bursements, which shall become available on
October 1, 2026, and shall remain available until
September 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2026,
under this heading, $350,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2028: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the $12,700,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously appro-
priated under this heading in the Full-Year
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025 (division A
of Public Law 119-4), $610,000,000 is hereby re-
scinded.
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MEDICAL FACILITIES

For mnecessary expenses for the maintenance
and operation of hospitals, nursing homes,
domiciliary facilities, and other necessary facili-
ties of the Veterans Health Administration; for
administrative exrpenses in support of planning,
design, project management, real property ac-
quisition and disposition, construction, and ren-
ovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department; for oversight, en-
gineering, and architectural activities mnot
charged to project costs; for repairing, altering,
improving, or providing facilities in the several
hospitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary em-
ployees and purchase of materials; for leases of
facilities; and for laundry services; $3,000,000,
which shall be in addition to funds previously
appropriated under this heading that become
available on October 1, 2025; and, in addition,
$11,700,000,000, plus reimbursements, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026, and
shall remain available until September 30, 2027:
Provided, That, of the amount made available
on October 1, 2026, wunder this heading,
$500,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For mecessary expenses in carrying out pro-
grams of medical and prosthetic research and
development as authorized by chapter 73 of title
38, United States Code, $943,000,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall ensure that sufficient
amounts appropriated under this heading are
available for prosthetic research specifically for
female wveterans, and for toxic exposure re-
search.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National Ceme-
tery Administration for operations and mainte-
nance, not otherwise provided for, including
uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial ex-
penses as authoriced by law; purchase of one
passenger motor vehicle for use in cemeterial op-
erations; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and
repair, alteration or improvement of facilities
under the jurisdiction of the National Cemetery
Administration, $497,000,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary operating expenses of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including administrative erpenses in
support of Department-wide capital planning,
management and policy activities, uniforms, or
allowances therefor; not to exceed 325,000 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses;
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimburse-
ment of the General Services Administration for
security guard services, $440,000,000, which shall
be for the offices and in the amounts specified
under this heading in the report accompanying
this Act, of which not to exceed 10 percent for
each such office shall remain available until
September 30, 2027: Provided, That funds pro-
vided under this heading may be transferred to
“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits
Administration’.

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the Board
of Veterans Appeals, $277,000,000, of which not
to exceed 10 percent shall remain available until
September 30, 2027.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information tech-
nology systems and telecommunications support,
including developmental information systems
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and operational information systems; for pay
and associated costs; and for the capital asset
acquisition of information technology systems,
including management and related contractual
costs of said acquisitions, including contractual
costs associated with operations authorized by
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
3$5,908,000,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,418,416,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent
shall remain available until September 30, 2027:
Provided further, That $4,488,829,000 shall be for
operations and maintenance, of which not to ex-
ceed 5 percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, and of which $118,900,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2030, for
the purpose of facility activations related to
projects funded by the ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects”, ‘“‘Construction, Minor Projects’,
“Medical Facilities”’, ‘“‘National Cemetery Ad-
ministration”’, ‘“General Operating Exrpenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration”’, and ‘‘Gen-
eral Administration’ accounts: Provided fur-
ther, That $755,000 shall be for information
technology systems development, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available for
salaries and expenses, operations and mainte-
nance, and information technology systems de-
velopment may be transferred among the three
subaccounts after the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs requests from the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and an approval is
issued: Provided further, That amounts made
available for the ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems”’ account for development may be trans-
ferred among projects or to newly defined
projects: Provided further, That no project may
be increased or decreased by more than
33,000,000 of cost prior to submitting a request to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and an
approval is issued, or absent a response, a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed.
VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD

For activities related to implementation, prep-
aration, development, interface, management,
rollout, and maintenance of a Veterans Elec-
tronic Health Record system, including contrac-
tual costs associated with operations authorized
by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
and salaries and expenses of employees hired
under titles 5 and 38, United States Code,
33,488,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028: Provided, That the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
quarterly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by facil-
ity, including any changes from the deployment
plan or schedule: Provided further, That the
funds provided in this account shall only be
available to the Office of the Deputy Secretary,
to be administered by that Office: Provided fur-
ther, That 25 percent of the funds made avail-
able under this heading shall not be available
until July 1, 2026, and are contingent upon the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs providing to the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a plan by June 1, 2026, containing the
following:

(1) an updated life-cycle cost estimate for the
EHRM program based on the Department’s ac-
celeration of deployments announced in March
2025;

(2) an updated facility-by-facility deployment
schedule for all facilities to receive the EHRM
program;

(3) a certification that all VA facilities using
the new EHR on or before April 1, 2024, have ex-
ceeded or met certain health care performance
baseline metrics indicating they have returned
to their service delivery levels in place prior to
the deployment of the new EHR; and

(4) a description of the projected Federal VA
staffing levels, contract support, and other rel-
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evant activities required, and the resources re-
quired to fund those activities, to meet the de-
ployment goal as outlined in (2), including tar-
get Federal and contracted staffing levels at VA
Central Office and, each local VA medical cen-
ter with a slated deployment in 2026 and 2027, as
well as contract support to provide technical
and other change management support to carry
out the deployments.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information tech-
nology, in carrying out the provisions of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 401 et seq.),
$296,000,000, of which not to exceed 10 percent
shall remain available until September 30, 2027.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and im-
proving any of the facilities, including parking
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any
of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404,
2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, United States
Code, mnot otherwise provided for, including
planning, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, construction management services, mainte-
nance or guarantee period services costs associ-
ated with equipment guarantees provided under
the project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construction
costs, and site acquisition, where the estimated
cost of a project is more than the amount set
forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United
States Code, or where funds for a project were
made available in a previous major project ap-
propriation, $1,394,000,000, of which $621,615,000
shall remain available until September 30, 2030,
and of which $772,385,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs as-
sessments which may or may not lead to capital
investments, and other capital asset manage-
ment related activities, including portfolio devel-
opment and management activities, and plan-
ning, cost estimating, and design for major med-
ical facility projects and major medical facility
leases and investment strategy studies funded
through the advance planning fund and the
planning and design activities funded through
the design fund, staffing expenses, and funds
provided for the purchase, security, and mainte-
nance of land for the National Cemetery Admin-
istration and the Veterans Health Administra-
tion through the land acquisition line item,
none of the funds made available under this
heading shall be used for any project that has
not been notified to Congress through the budg-
etary process or that has not been approved by
the Congress through statute, joint resolution,
or in the explanatory statement accompanying
such Act and presented to the President at the
time of enrollment: Provided further, That funds
provided for the Veterans Health Administration
through the land acquisition line item shall be
only for projects included on the five year devel-
opment plan notified to Congress through the
budgetary process: Provided further, That such
sums as may be mecessary shall be available to
reimburse the ‘“General Administration” ac-
count for payment of salaries and expenses of
all Office of Construction and Facilities Man-
agement employees to support the full range of
capital infrastructure services provided, includ-
ing minor construction and leasing services:
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading for fiscal year 2026, for each
approved project shall be obligated: (1) by the
awarding of a construction documents contract
by September 30, 2026; and (2) by the awarding
of a construction contract by September 30, 2027:
Provided further, That the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall promptly submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a written report on any approved
major construction project for which obligations
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are not incurred within the time limitations es-
tablished above: Provided further, That not-
withstanding the requirements of section 8104(a)
of title 38, United States Code, amounts made
available under this heading for seismic pro-
gram management activities shall be available
for the completion of both new and existing seis-
mic projects of the Department.
CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and im-
proving any of the facilities, including parking
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, including
planning and assessments of needs which may
lead to capital investments, architectural and
engineering services, maintenance or guarantee
period services costs associated with equipment
guarantees provided under the project, services
of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site ac-
quisition, or for any of the purposes set forth in
sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of title 38,
United States Code, not otherwise provided for,
where the estimated cost of a project is equal to
or less than the amount set forth in section
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code,
$709,000,000, of which $467,940,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030, and of which
$241,060,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended, along with unobligated balances of pre-
vious ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’’ appro-
priations which are hereby made available for
any project where the estimated cost is equal to
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to
any of the nonmedical facilities under the juris-
diction or for the use of the Department which
are necessary because of loss or damage caused
by any natural disaster or catastrophe; and (2)
temporary measures necessary to prevent or to
minimize further loss by such causes.
GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED

CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or con-
struct State nursing home and domiciliary fa-
cilities and to remodel, modify, or alter existing
hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facili-
ties in State homes, for furnishing care to vet-
erans as authorized by sections 8131 through
8137 of title 38, United States Code, $171,000,000,
to remain available until expended.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal organi-
zations in establishing, expanding, or improving
veterans cemeteries as authoriced by section
2408 of title 38, United States Code, $60,000,000,
to remain available until expended.

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND

For investment in the delivery of veterans’
health care associated with exposure to environ-
mental hazards, the expenses incident to the de-
livery of veterans’ health care and benefits asso-
ciated with exposure to environmental hazards,
and medical and other research relating to expo-
sure to environmental hazards, as authorized by
section 324 of title 38, United States Code, and
in addition to the amounts otherwise available
for such purposes in the appropriations pro-
vided in this or prior Acts, including the Fiscal
Responsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-5),
$52,676,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2026 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Read-
justment Benefits”’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance
and Indemnities’’ may be transferred as nec-
essary to any other of the mentioned appropria-
tions: Provided, That, before a transfer may
take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority
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to make the transfer and such Committees issue
an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30
days has elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2026, in this or any other Act, under the ‘“Med-
ical Services’, ‘‘Medical Community Care’’,
“Medical Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Med-
ical Facilities”” accounts may be transferred
among the accounts: Provided, That any trans-
fers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Medical
Community Care”’, and ‘“Medical Support and
Compliance’ accounts of 1 percent or less of the
total amount appropriated to the account in this
or any other Act may take place subject to noti-
fication from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and purpose
of the transfer: Provided further, That any
transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘“Med-
ical Community Care’”’, and ‘‘Medical Support
and Compliance’ accounts in excess of 1 per-
cent, or exceeding the cumulative 1 percent for
the fiscal year, may take place only after the
Secretary requests from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress the au-
thority to make the transfer and an approval is
issued: Provided further, That any transfers to
or from the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account may
take place only after the Secretary requests from
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make the
transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title
for salaries and expenses shall be available for
services authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code; hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles; lease of a facility or land or both; and
uniforms or allowances therefore, as authorized
by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, United
States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (ex-
cept the appropriations for ‘‘Construction,
Magjor Projects” and ‘‘Construction, Minor
Projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of
any site for or toward the construction of any
new hospital or home.

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall
be available for hospitalization or examination
of any persons (except beneficiaries entitled to
such hospitalization or examination under the
laws providing such benefits to veterans, and
persons receiving such treatment under sections
7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States Code,
or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq.)), unless reimbursement of the cost of such
hospitalization or examination is made to the
“Medical Services” account at such rates as
may be fired by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs.

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title
for “Compensation and Pensions’, ‘“‘Readjust-
ment Benefits”, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance and
Indemnities”’ shall be available for payment of
prior year accrued obligations required to be re-
corded by law against the corresponding prior
year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal
year 2025.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title
shall be available to pay prior year obligations
of corresponding prior year appropriations ac-
counts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and
3712(a) of title 31, United States Code, except
that if such obligations are from trust fund ac-
counts they shall be payable only from “Com-
pensation and Pensions’.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, during fiscal year 2026, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, from the National Serv-
ice Life Insurance Fund under section 1920 of
title 38, United States Code, the Veterans’ Spe-
cial Life Insurance Fund under section 1923 of
title 38, United States Code, and the United
States Government Life Insurance Fund under
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section 1955 of title 38, United States Code, reim-
burse the ‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Vet-
erans Benefits Administration” and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs fi-
nanced through those accounts: Provided, That
reimbursement shall be made only from the sur-
plus earnings accumulated in such an insurance
program during fiscal year 2026 that are avail-
able for dividends in that program after claims
have been paid and actuarially determined re-
serves have been set aside: Provided further,
That if the cost of administration of such an in-
surance program exceeds the amount of surplus
earnings accumulated in that program, reim-
bursement shall be made only to the extent of
such surplus earnings: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall determine the cost of admin-
istration for fiscal year 2026 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any total
disability income insurance included in that in-
surance program.

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced-
use lease proceeds to reimburse an account for
expenses incurred by that account during a
prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use
lease services shall be available until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds
for salaries and other administrative expenses
shall also be available to reimburse the Office of
Resolution Management, the Office of Employ-
ment Discrimination Complaint Adjudication,
and the Alternative Dispute Resolution function
within the Office of Human Resources and Ad-
ministration for all services provided at rates
which will recover actual costs but not to exceed
$134,342,000 for the Office of Resolution Man-
agement, 37,607,000 for the Office of Employ-
ment Discrimination Complaint Adjudication,
and $7,586,000 for the Alternative Dispute Reso-
lution function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That
payments may be made in advance for services
to be furnished based on estimated costs: Pro-
vided further, That amounts received shall be
credited to the ‘“‘Gemeral Administration” and
“Information Technology Systems’’ accounts for
use by the office that provided the service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall be available for hospital
care, nursing home care, or medical services pro-
vided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38,
United States Code, for a non-service-connected
disability described in section 1729(a)(2) of such
title, unless that person has disclosed to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the
Secretary may require, current, accurate third-
party reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner as
any other debt due the United States, the rea-
sonable charges for such care or services from
any person who does not make such disclosure
as required: Provided further, That any
amounts so recovered for care or services pro-
vided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by
the Secretary during the fiscal year in which
amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, proceeds or revenues derived from en-
hanced-use leasing activities (including dis-
posal) may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction,
Major Projects” and ‘‘Construction, Minor
Projects’ accounts and be used for construction
(including site acquisition and disposition), al-
terations, and improvements of any medical fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as
realized are in addition to the amount provided
for in  “‘Construction, Major Projects’ and
“Construction, Minor Projects’’.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
“Medical Services’ are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, sup-
plies, and equipment; and
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(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and
other expenses incidental to funerals and bur-
ials for beneficiaries receiving care in the De-
partment.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited into
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code,
may be transferred to the ‘‘Medical Services’
and ‘‘Medical Community Care’’ accounts to re-
main available until expended for the purposes
of these accounts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Federally
Qualified Health Centers in the State of Alaska
and Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations
which are party to the Alaska Native Health
Compact with the Indian Health Service, to pro-
vide healthcare, including behavioral health
and dental care, to veterans in rural Alaska.
The Secretary shall require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appro-
priate rules and regulations, as established by
the Secretary. The term ‘“‘rural Alaska’ shall
mean those lands which are not within the
boundaries of the municipality of Anchorage or
the Fairbanks North Star Borough.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited into
the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title 38,
United States Code, may be transferred to the
“Construction, Major Projects’ and ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’’ accounts, to remain avail-
able until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts.

SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the end
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a report
on the financial status of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for the preceding quarter: Pro-
vided, That, at a minimum, the report shall in-
clude the direction contained in the paragraph
entitled “‘Quarterly reporting’’, under the head-
ing ‘“‘General Administration’ in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public Law
114-223.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 218. Amounts made available under the
“Medical Services”, ‘‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘““‘Medical Support and Compliance’,
“Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’,
“Board of Veterans Appeals’, ‘‘General Admin-
istration’’, and ‘‘National Cemetery Administra-
tion’’ accounts for fiscal year 2026 may be trans-
ferred to or from the ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’’ account: Provided, That such trans-
fers may not result in a more than 10 percent
aggregate increase in the total amount made
available by this Act for the ‘“‘Information Tech-
nology Systems’ account: Provided further,
That, before a transfer may take place, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer and
an approval is issued.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2026 for ‘‘Medical Services’, ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’”, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance”’, “Medical Facilities”’, ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’, and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems”, up to $654,954,000, plus reimburse-
ments, may be transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
(Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2571) and may be
used for operation of the facilities designated as
combined Federal medical facilities as described
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
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(Public Law 110—417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred from
accounts designated in this section to the Joint
Department of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund upon written notification by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That section 220 of title II of division A
of Public Law 118-42, as continued by section
1101(a)(10) of division A of Public Law 119-4, is
repealed.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to the
Department of Veterans Affairs which become
available on October 1, 2026, for ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices”’, ‘“‘Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties”, up to $739,918,000, plus reimbursements,
may be transferred to the Joint Department of
Defense—Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund, established
by section 1704 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law
111-84; 123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for oper-
ation of the facilities designated as combined
Federal medical facilities as described by section
706 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110—417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That addi-
tional funds may be transferred from accounts
designated in this section to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund
upon written notification by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited into
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, for
healthcare provided at facilities designated as
combined Federal medical facilities as described
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, es-
tablished by section 1704 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
(Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2571); and (2) for
operations of the facilities designated as com-
bined Federal medical facilities as described by
section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110—417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That, notwithstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2573),
amounts transferred to the Joint Department of
Defense—Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Facility Demonstration Fund shall remain
available until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this title
for “Medical Services”, ‘“‘Medical Community
Care”’, “Medical Support and Compliance’, and
“Medical Facilities’’, a minimum of $15,000,000
shall be transferred to the DOD-V A Health Care
Sharing Incentive Fund, as authorized by sec-
tion 8111(d) of title 38, United States Code, to re-
main available until expended, for any purpose
authoriced by section 8111 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 223. None of the funds available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or any
other Act, may be used to replace the current
system by which the Veterans Integrated Service
Networks select and contract for diabetes moni-
toring supplies and equipment.

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of all bid savings in
a major construction project that total at least
35,000,000, or 5 percent of the programmed
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amount of the project, whichever is less: Pro-
vided, That such notification shall occur within
14 days of a contract identifying the pro-
grammed amount: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress 14 days
prior to the obligation of such bid savings and
shall describe the anticipated use of such sav-
ings.

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available for
“Construction, Major Projects’’ may be used for
a project in excess of the scope specified for that
project in the original justification data pro-
vided to the Congress as part of the request for
appropriations unless the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs receives approval from the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 226. Not later than 30 days after the end
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report containing performance measures
and data from each Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration Regional Office: Provided, That, at a
minimum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the section entitled ‘‘Disability
claims backlog’, under the heading ‘‘General
Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’’ in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114-223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include informa-
tion on the number of appeals pending at the
Veterans Benefits Administration as well as the
Board of Veterans Appeals on a quarterly basis.

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress 15 days prior to organizational changes
which result in the transfer of 25 or more full-
time equivalents from one organizational unit of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to another.

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress notification of any single national out-
reach and awareness marketing campaign in
which obligations exceed $1,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 229. Amounts made available for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2026, under the ‘“‘Board of Veterans Appeals’
and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration” accounts may be
transferred between such accounts: Provided,
That before a transfer may take place, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer and
receive approval of that request.

SEC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such instance
of reprogramming will exceed a cumulative
$7,000,000, unless such reprogramming IS ap-
proved by the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 231. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the toll-free suicide hotline
under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United States
Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained pro-
fessional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the Amer-
ican Association of Suicidology.

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise
carry out any Ezxecutive action that prohibits
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from appoint-
ing an individual to occupy a vacant civil serv-
ice position, or establishing a new civil service
position, at the Department of Veterans Affairs
with respect to such a position relating to the
hotline specified in subsection (a).

(2) In this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘civil service’ has the meaning
given such term in section 2101(1) of title 5,
United States Code; and
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(B) the term ‘‘Executive action’’ includes—

(i) any Ezxecutive order, Presidential memo-
randum, or other action by the President; and

(ii) any agency policy, order, or other direc-
tive.

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
conduct a study on the effectiveness of the hot-
line specified in subsection (a) during the 5-year
period beginning on January 1, 2016, based on
an analysis of national suicide data and data
collected from such hotline.

(2) At a minimum, the study required by para-
graph (1) shall—

(A) determine the mumber of veterans who
contact the hotline specified in subsection (a)
and who receive follow up services from the hot-
line or mental health services from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs thereafter;

(B) determine the mumber of veterans who
contact the hotline who are not referred to, or
do mot continue receiving, mental health care
who commit suicide; and

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or at-
tempt suicide.

SEC. 232. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on January
1, 2027, none of the funds made available to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this or any
other Act may be obligated or expended in con-
travention of the ‘“Veterans Health Administra-
tion Clinical Preventive Services Guidance
Statement on the Veterans Health Administra-
tion’s Screening for Breast Cancer Guidance’’
published on May 10, 2017, as issued by the Vet-
erans Health Administration National Center
for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention.

SEC. 233. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for the ‘“‘Medical Services’ ac-
count may be used to provide—

(1) fertility counseling and treatment using
assisted reproductive technology to a covered
veteran or the spouse of a covered veteran; or

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered vet-
eran.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’ has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) The term “‘covered veteran’ means a vet-
eran, as such term is defined in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code, who has a service-
connected disability that results in the inability
of the veteran to procreate without the use of
fertility treatment.

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproductive
assistance provided to a member of the Armed
Forces who incurs a serious injury or illness on
active duty pursuant to section 1074(c)(4)(A) of
title 10, United States Code, as described in the
memorandum on the subject of ‘‘Policy for As-
sisted Reproductive Services for the Benefit of
Seriously or Severely Ill/Injured (Category II or
I111) Active Duty Service Members’’ issued by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Af-
fairs on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued
to implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits available
to such a member except that—

(A) the time periods regarding embryo
cryopreservation and storage set forth in part
III(G) and in part IV(H) of such memorandum
shall not apply; and

(B) such term includes embryo
cryopreservation and storage without limitation
on the duration of such cryopreservation and
storage.

(4) The term ‘“‘adoption reimbursement’ means
reimbursement for the adoption-related expenses
for an adoption that is finalized after the date
of the enactment of this Act under the same
terms as apply under the adoption reimburse-
ment program of the Department of Defense, as
authoriced in Department of Defense Instruc-
tion 1341.09, including the reimbursement limits
and requirements set forth in such instruction.
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(c) Amounts made available for the purposes
specified in subsection (a) of this section are
subject to the requirements for funds contained
in section 508 of division H of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141).

SEC. 234. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act or any
other Act for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may be used in a manner that is incon-
sistent with: (1) section 842 of the Transpor-
tation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, the District of Columbia,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,
2006 (Public Law 109-115; 119 Stat. 2506); or (2)
section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 235. Section 842 of Public Law 109-115
shall not apply to conversion of an activity or
function of the Veterans Health Administration,
Veterans Benefits Administration, or National
Cemetery Administration to contractor perform-
ance by a business concern that is at least 51
percent owned by one or more Indian Tribes as
defined in section 5304(e) of title 25, United
States Code, or one or more Native Hawaiian
Organizations as defined in section 637(a)(15) of
title 15, United States Code.

SEC. 236. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Labor, shall dis-
continue collecting and wusing Social Security
account numbers to authenticate individuals in
all information systems of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for all individuals not later
than September 30, 2026.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may col-
lect and use a Social Security account number
to identify an individual, in accordance with
section 552a of title 5, United States Code, in an
information system of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs if and only if the use of such num-
ber is necessary to:

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system that
is not under the jurisdiction of the Secretary;

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court
order;

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or

(4) identify a specific individual where no
adequate substitute is available.

(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b) shall
supersede section 237 of division A of Public
Law 118-42.

SEC. 237. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year
2026 and 2027 for ‘“Medical Services’’, section 239
of division A of Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 238. None of the funds appropriated in
this or prior appropriations Acts or otherwise
made available to the Department of Veterans
Affairs may be used to transfer any amounts
from the Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation
Fund to any other account within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 239. Of the funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year
2026 and fiscal year 2027 for ‘‘Medical Services”’,
funds may be used in each year to carry out and
expand the child care program authorized by
section 205 of Public Law 111-163, notwith-
standing subsection (e) of such section.

SEC. 240. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may be
used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
enter into an agreement related to resolving a
dispute or claim with an individual that would
restrict in any way the individual from speaking
to members of Congress or their staff on any
topic not otherwise prohibited from disclosure by
Federal law or required by Executive order to be
kept secret in the interest of national defense or
the conduct of foreign affairs.

SEC. 241. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year
2026 and 2027, section 258 of division A of Public
Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 242. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to deny an Inspector General funded under
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this Act timely access to any records, docu-
ments, or other materials available to the de-
partment or agency over which that Inspector
General has responsibilities under the Inspector
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 401 et seq.), or to
prevent or impede the access of the Inspector
General to such records, documents, or other
materials, under any provision of law, except a
provision of law that expressly refers to such In-
spector General and expressly limits the right of
access.

(b) A department or agency covered by this
section shall provide its Inspector General ac-
cess to all records, documents, and other mate-
rials in a timely manner.

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure com-
pliance with statutory limitations on disclosure
relevant to the information provided by the es-
tablishment over which that Inspector General
has responsibilities under the Inspector General
Act 0of 1978 (5 U.S.C. 401 et seq.).

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this
section shall report to the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representatives
within 5 calendar days of any failure by any de-
partment or agency covered by this section to
comply with this requirement.

SEC. 243. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used in a manner that would in-
crease wait times for veterans who seek care at
medical facilities of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

SEC. 244. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act to the Vet-
erans Health Administration may be used in fis-
cal year 2026 to convert any program which re-
ceived specific purpose funds in fiscal year 2025
to a general purpose funded program unless the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs submits written
notification of any such proposal to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress at least 30 days prior to any such action
and an approval is issued by the Committees.

SEC. 245. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year
2026 and 2027, section 248 of division A of Public
Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 246. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to conduct research commencing on or
after the date of enactment of this Act, that uses
any canine, feline, or non-human primate un-
less the Secretary of Veterans Affairs approves
such research specifically and in writing pursu-
ant to subsection (b).

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
approve the conduct of research commencing on
or after the date of enactment of this Act, using
canines, felines, or non-human primates if the
Secretary certifies that—

(A) the scientific objectives of the research can
only be met by using such canines, felines, or
non-human primates and cannot be met using
other animal models, in vitro models, computa-
tional models, human clinical studies, or other
research alternatives;

(B) such scientific objectives are mecessary to
advance research benefiting veterans and are
directly related to an illness or injury that is
combat-related as defined by 10 U.S.C. 1413(e);

(C) the research is consistent with the revised
Department of Veterans Affairs canine research
policy document dated December 15, 2017, in-
cluding any subsequent revisions to such docu-
ment; and

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, felines,
or non-human primates are included in evalu-
ating the scientific necessity of the research.

(2) The Secretary may mnot delegate the au-
thority under this subsection.

(c) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later than
30 days before the commencement of such re-
search, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report describing—
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(1) the nature of the research to be conducted
using canines, felines, or non-human primates;

(2) the date on which the Secretary approved
the research;

(3) the USDA pain category on the approved
use;

(4) the justification for the determination of
the Secretary that the scientific objectives of
such research could only be met using canines,
felines, or mon-human primates, and methods
used to make such determination;

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the neces-
sity, safety, and efficacy of the research, and
animal welfare.

(d) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and biannually there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to such Com-
mittees a report describing—

(1) any research being conducted by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates as of the date of
the submittal of the report;

(2) the circumstances under which such re-
search was conducted using canines, felines, or
non-human primates;

(3) the justification for using canines, felines,
or mon-human primates to conduct such re-
search;

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the neces-
sity, safety, and efficacy of such research; and

(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mate research.

(e) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Department of Veterans Affairs must
submit to voluntary U.S. Department of Agri-
culture inspections of canine, feline, and non-
human primate research facilities.

(f) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to such Com-
mittees a report describing—

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare Act,
the Public Health Service Policy on Humane
Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, or other
Department of Veterans Affairs policies related
to oversight of animal research found during
that quarter in VA research facilities;

(2) immediate corrective actions taken; and

(3) specific actions taken to prevent their re-
currence.

(9) The Department shall implement a plan
under which the Secretary will eliminate the re-
search conducted using canines, felines, or non-
human primates by not later than 2 years after
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 247. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may use amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available in this title to ensure that the
ratio of wveterans to full-time employment
equivalents within any program of rehabilita-
tion conducted under chapter 31 of title 38,
United States Code, does not exceed 125 veterans
to one full-time employment equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report on the programs of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, including—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff ratio
for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the vet-
eran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SEC. 248. Amounts made available for the
“Veterans Health Administration, Medical Com-
munity Care’ account in this or any other Act
for fiscal years 2026 and 2027 may be used for
erpenses that would otherwise be payable from
the Veterans Choice Fund established by section
802 of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Ac-
countability Act, as amended (38 U.S.C. 1701
note).

SEC. 249. Obligations and expenditures appli-
cable to the ‘““Medical Services’ account in fiscal
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years 2017 through 2019 for aid to state homes
(as authorized by section 1741 of title 38, United
States Code) shall remain in the ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’’ account for such fiscal years.

SEC. 250. Of the amounts made available for
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026, in this or any other Act, under the
“Veterans  Health  Administration—Medical
Services”, ‘‘Veterans Health Administration—
Medical Community Care’, ‘“‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, “Veterans Health Administration—Med-
ical Facilities”’, and ‘‘Cost of War Toxic Expo-
sures Fund’’, accounts, $1,429,181,000 shall be
made available for gender-specific care and pro-
grammatic efforts to deliver care for women vet-
erans; 3$697,800,000 shall be made available for
suicide prevention outreach programs;
$3,500,000,000 shall be made available for the
Caregivers program; $42,000,000 shall be made
available for the National Center for Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder; $70,000,000 shall be made
available for the Neurology Centers of Excel-
lence; $342,455,000 shall be made available for
rural health care; and, $3,459,121,000 shall be
made available for veterans’ homelessness pro-
grams.

SEC. 251. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2026 in the ‘‘Recurring Ex-
penses Transformational Fund’ established in
section 243 of division J of Public Law 114-113,
and in addition to any funds otherwise made
available for such purposes in this, prior, or
subsequent fiscal years, $900,000,000 shall be
available for constructing, altering, extending,
and improving medical facilities of the Veterans
Health Administration, including all supporting
activities and required contingencies, during the
period of availability of the Fund: Provided,
That prior to obligation of any of the funds pro-
vided in this section, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs must provide a plan for the execution of
the funds appropriated in this section to the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress and such Committees issue an ap-
proval, or absent a response, a period of 30 days
has elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 252. Of the $75,039,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Services’ in the Full-
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025 (divi-
sion A of Public Law 119-4), $2,030,000,000 shall
be transferred to ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Facilities™.

SEC. 253. Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds made available in this Act and any avail-
able unobligated balances from prior Acts, in-
cluding the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023
(Public Law 118-5), for the Cost of War Toxic
Exposures Fund: Provided, That the budget re-

source categories supporting the Veterans
Health Administration shall be reported by the
subcategories ‘‘Medical Services”’, ‘‘Medical

Community Care’’, “‘Medical Support and Com-
pliance’”’, and ‘“Medical and Prosthetic Re-
search’: Provided further, That not later than
30 days after the end of each fiscal quarter, the
Secretary shall submit a quarterly report on the
status of the funds, including, at a minimum, an
update on obligations by program, project or ac-
tivity.

SEC. 254. Any amounts transferred to the Sec-
retary and administered by a corporation re-
ferred to in section 7364(b) of title 38, United
States Code, between October 1, 2017 and Sep-
tember 30, 2018 for purposes of carrying out an
order placed with the Department of Veterans
Affairs pursuant to section 1535 of title 31,
United States Code, that are available for obli-
gation pursuant to section 7364(b)(1) of title 38,
United States Code, are to remain available for
the liquidation of valid obligations incurred by
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such corporation during the period of perform-
ance of such order, provided that the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs determines that such
amounts need to remain available for such lig-
uidation.

SEC. 255. None of the funds in this or any
other Act may be used to close Department of
Veterans Affairs hospitals, domiciliaries, or clin-
ics, conduct an environmental assessment, or to
diminish healthcare services at existing Vet-
erans Health Administration medical facilities
as part of a planned realignment of services
until the Secretary provides to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a
report including an analysis of how any such
planned realignment of services will impact ac-
cess to care for veterans living in rural or highly
rural areas, including travel distances and
transportation costs to access a Department
medical facility and availability of local spe-
cialty and primary care.

SEC. 256. Unobligated balances available
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects” and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’
may be obligated by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs for a facility pursuant to section 2(e)(1)
of the Communities Helping Invest through
Property and Improvements Needed for Veterans
Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-294; 38 U.S.C. 8103
note), as amended, to provide additional funds
or to fund an escalation clause under such sec-
tion of such Act: Provided, That before such un-
obligated balances are obligated pursuant to
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority
to obligate such unobligated balances and such
Committees issue an approval, or absent a re-
sponse, a period of 30 days has elapsed: Pro-
vided further, That the request to obligate such
unobligated balances must provide Congress no-
tice that the entity described in section 2(a)(2) of
Public Law 114-294, as amended, has exhausted
available cost containment approaches as set
forth in the agreement under section 2(c) of
such Public Law.

SEC. 257. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for fis-
cal year 2026 for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may be obligated, awarded, or expended to
procure or purchase covered information tech-
nology equipment in cases where the manufac-
turer, bidder, or offeror, or any subsidiary or
parent entity of the manufacturer, bidder, or of-
feror, of the equipment is an entity, or parent
company of an entity listed on any of the fol-
lowing:

(1) the Department of Defense’s Chinese Mili-
tary Company List;

(2) the Department of the Treasury’s Non-
SDN Chinese Military Industrial Complex Com-
panies List;

(3) the Department of Commerce’s Denied Per-
sons List, Entity List, or Military End User List,
if the entity is—

(A) an agency or instrumentality of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China;

(B) an entity headquartered in the People’s
Republic of China; or

(C) directly or indirectly owned or controlled
by an agency, instrumentality, or entity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or (B); or

(4) the Department of Homeland Security’s
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Entity
List.

(b) APPLICABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES.—The
prohibition in subsection (a) also applies in
cases in which the Secretary has contracted
with a third party for the procurement, pur-
chase, or expenditure of funds on any of the
equipment and software described in such sub-
section.

(c) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section,
the term ‘‘covered information technology equip-
ment’’ shall mean the following equipment used
in an office environment: computers, printers, or
interoperable videoconferencing equipment used
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in or by the Department of Veterans Affairs di-
rectly. ‘‘Covered information technology equip-
ment’’ shall not refer to services that use such
equipment, including cloud services.

SEC. 258. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to pay award or incentive fees for contrac-
tors whose performance has been judged to be
below satisfactory, behind schedule, over budg-
et, or has failed to meet the basic requirements
of a contract, unless the Agency determines that
any such deviations are due to unforeseeable
events, government-driven scope changes, or are
not significant within the overall scope of the
project and/or program and unless such awards
or incentive fees are consistent with section
16.401(e)(2) of the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion.

SEC. 259. The Department is directed to main-
tain staffing levels to facilitate the Department’s
own goals, including that benefits claims are
adjudicated according to the 125 day goal, and
that healthcare appointments and service are
provided in the timeframes required by statute
and regulation.

SEC. 260. The Department is directed to pro-
vide quarterly briefings to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress on
the status of implementation of the provisions in
Public Law 118-42 related to veterans in the
Freely Associated States [FAS] in a way that is
consistent with Congressional intent, including
engagement with FAS governments, a projected
timeline for veterans in the FAS to receive hos-
pital care and medical services, and an estimate
of the cost of implementation.

SEC. 261. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department of
Veterans Affairs in this Act may be used in a
manner that would—

(1) interfere with the ability of a veteran to
participate in a medicinal marijuana program
approved by a State;

(2) deny any services from the Department to
a veteran who is participating in such a pro-
gram; or

(3) limit or interfere with the ability of a
health care provider of the Department to make
appropriate recommendations, fill out forms, or
take steps to comply with such a program.

TITLE III
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, including the acquisition of land or
interest in land in foreign countries; purchases
and repair of uniforms for caretakers of na-
tional cemeteries and monuments outside of the
United States and its territories and possessions;
rent of office and garage space in foreign coun-
tries; purchase (one-for-one replacement basis
only) and hire of passenger motor vehicles; not
to exceed $15,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $108,281,000 to
remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For necessary exrpenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, such sums as may be necessary, to
remain available until expended, for purposes
authorized by section 2109 of title 36, United
States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims as authorized by sections 7251 through
7298 of title 38, United States Code, $49,000,000,
of which $3,000,000 shall be available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That $4,256,000 shall
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be available for the purpose of providing finan-
cial assistance as described and in accordance
with the process and reporting procedures set
forth under this heading in Public Law 102-229.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance, oper-
ation, and improvement of Arlington National
Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Na-
tional Cemetery, including the purchase or lease
of passenger motor vehicles for replacement on a
one-for-one basis only, and not to exceed 32,000
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $118,780,450, of which not to exceed
315,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028. In addition, such sums as may
be mecessary for parking maintenance, repairs
and replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for De-
fense Agencies’’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces
Retirement Home to operate and maintain the
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washington,
District of Columbia, and the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid
from funds available in the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home Trust Fund, $79,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027, of
which $2,072,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of the
physical plants at the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Washington, District of Columbia, and
the Armed Forces Retirement Home—Gulfport,
Mississippi: Provided, That of the amounts
made available under this heading from funds
available in the Armed Forces Retirement Home
Trust Fund, $27,000,000 shall be paid from the
general fund of the Treasury to the Trust Fund.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the special
account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727 are ap-
propriated and shall be available until expended
to support activities at the Army National Mili-
tary Cemeteries.

TITLE IV
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for ob-
ligation beyond the current fiscal year unless
expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used for any program, project,
or activity, when it is made known to the Fed-
eral entity or official to which the funds are
made available that the program, project, or ac-
tivity is not in compliance with any Federal law
relating to risk assessment, the protection of pri-
vate property rights, or unfunded mandates.

SEC. 403. All departments and agencies funded
under this Act are encouraged, within the limits
of the existing statutory authorities and fund-
ing, to expand their use of ‘‘E-Commerce’’ tech-
nologies and procedures in the conduct of their
business practices and public service activities.

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all reports
and notifications required by this Act shall be
submitted to the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies of the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate.

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be transferred to any department,
agency, or instrumentality of the United States
Government except pursuant to a transfer made
by, or transfer authority provided in, this or
any other appropriations Act.

SEC. 406. (a) Any agency receiving funds made
available in this Act, shall, subject to sub-
sections (b) and (c), post on the public Web site
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of that agency any report required to be sub-
mitted by the Congress in this or any other Act,
upon the determination by the head of the agen-
cy that it shall serve the national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a report
if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains confidential or propri-
etary information.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has been
made available to the requesting Committee or
Committees of Congress for no less than 45 days.

SEC. 407. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to maintain or establish
a computer network unless such network blocks
the viewing, downloading, and exchanging of
pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the
use of funds mecessary for any Federal, State,
tribal, or local law enforcement agency or any
other entity carrying out criminal investiga-
tions, prosecution, or adjudication activities.

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used by an agency of the execu-
tive branch to pay for first-class travel by an
employee of the agency in contravention of sec-
tions 301-10.122 through 301-10.124 of title 41,
Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available in
this Act may be used to execute a contract for
goods or services, including construction serv-
ices, where the contractor has not complied with
Ezxecutive Order No. 12989.

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used in contravention of section
101(e)(8) of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 411. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds
appropriated or otherwise made available to the
Department of Defense in this Act may be used
to construct, renovate, or expand any facility in
the United States, its territories, or possessions
to house any individual detained at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
for the purposes of detention or imprisonment in
the custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not
apply to any modification of facilities at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

(c) An individual described in this subsection
is any individual who, as of June 24, 2009, is lo-
cated at United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citicen of the United States or a
member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective con-
trol of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise wunder detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under section 5502 of title 38,
United States Code, in any case arising out of
the administration by the Secretary of laws and
benefits under such title, to report a person who
is deemed mentally incapacitated, mentally in-
competent, or to be experiencing an extended
loss of consciousness as a person who has been
adjudicated as a mental defective under sub-
section (d)(4) or (g)(4) of section 922 of title 18,
United States Code, without the order or finding
of a judge, magistrate, or other judicial author-
ity of competent jurisdiction that such person is
a danger to himself or herself or others.

SEC. 413. (a) Each department or agency fund-
ed in this or any other appropriations Act for
fiscal year 2026 shall, no later than 60 days after
enactment of this Act, report to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate on funds that are allotted
and available for obligation as of the end of the
reporting period and on obligations as of the
end of the reporting period: Provided, That such
report shall be delineated by: (1) program,
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project, and activity level; (2) public law making
such funds available; and (3) period of avail-
ability: Provided further, That such reports
shall be transmitted to the Committees monthly
thereafter, on the fifteenth of each such month,
during the period of availability of the relevant
funds.

(b) The term ‘‘reporting period’” as used in
this section means the month that precedes the
date on which the department or agency trans-
mits the report to the Committees.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2026°°.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

WAIVING QUORUM CALLS

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to waive the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to
the Bluestone, Szabo, Lohmeier, and
Topping nominations; further, that if
any of the nominations are confirmed,
the motions to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table, and
the President be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 259,
Zachary M. Bluestone, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

John Thune, Lindsey Graham, Katie
Boyd Britt, Eric Schmitt, Tommy
Tuberville, Marsha Blackburn, Mike
Crapo, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of
Florida, Chuck Grassley, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John Cornyn, Kevin Cramer,
Ron Johnson, Ashley B. Moody, Mike
Lee, Josh Hawley.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call under rule XXII has been
waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Zachary M. Bluestone, of Missouri,
to be United States District Judge for
the BEastern District of Missouri, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCcCONNELL),
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN), the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL), and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. TUBERVILLE).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 429 Leg.]

YEAS—49
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budf‘l Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cass'ldy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Collins Johnson
X Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice
Cotton Kennedy She?hy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Tl}u}'xe
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Wicker
Daines McCormick Young
Ernst Moody
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester K@m Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell IL{IO_]?UChaP Slotkin
oons ujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \Sélétgonen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
McConnell Paul
Mullin Tuberville

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 47,
and the motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the nomination of Zachary M.
Bluestone, of Missouri, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

OREGON

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to highlight a true example of
what we at home call the Oregon Way.
At a recent open-to-all townhall meet-
ing—I have held more than 1,100 of
them—and this one was in Union Coun-
ty, and I was pleased to run into my
friend Tim Cook. He is the president of
Clackamas Community College, over
250 miles away on the other side of our
State from my hometown in Portland.

I was glad to see him, and still my
curiosity got the better of me. I had to
ask why he was so far from home. Here
is Tim’s story.

He has been in the process of running
to every one of Oregon’s 17 community
colleges to raise awareness for commu-
nity college students about how chal-
lenging it is for them to meet the basic
needs that they have to address as stu-
dents.
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Tim kicked off his ‘“‘Running for Or-
egon Community College Students”
campaign at Treasure Valley Commu-
nity College in Ontario on the Idaho
border. He plans to run 32 miles each
day to reach each community college
in our State.

He is on track to complete this 1,500
mile—let me repeat that—1,500 mile
journey by August 11.

Tim told me he was inspired by so
many students that have shared their
stories with him about the hardships—
particularly the financial hardships—
they have endured while attending
school.

That includes William Morehead, a
Portland Community College student
who said he has had virtually no family
support, and he had no help as a young
adult yearning for an education.

So there he was with zero support,
and William decided he could make a
better life for himself through training
and education. He signed up for weld-
ing classes and attended regularly. He
did that while living in his car.

Despite these roadblocks, he per-
severed and graduated with an associ-
ate’s degree in welding and had a 3.9
GPA. He was nominated to serve as the
student commencement speaker at
graduation.

Now William is learning AI ethics,
and he said recently:

In welding you use metal and fire, and in
computing you do the same thing but in a
digital realm. I want to apply this degree to
evaluating Artificial Intelligence systems
that interface with the public and make sure
it does it in a way that’s beneficial and not
harmful.

The story I tell about William isn’t
unique. Many young, promising Ameri-
cans are not living up to their best po-
tential and not for a lack of trying, but
there has really been a lack of support.

When adults lecture young people to
“pull yourself up by your bootstraps,”
they often miss the point that some
students were never even provided with
the boots. They didn’t have the boots
to yank themselves up.

Getting any degree is expensive
enough, but it is even further out of
reach for so many young people when
you factor in everything a student
needs to succeed beyond tuition—
things like transportation, housing,
food, books, access to technology, and
an array of other necessities.

Many talented and promising stu-
dents can’t fulfill their potential and
suffer in a system that lacks the poten-
tial to see that and see it and get them
the opportunity for them to get ahead.

And now, with deep cuts to programs
like SNAP and Medicaid under the Re-
publicans’ disastrous recent budget
bill, coupled with high housing costs
and rising prices from the Trump tar-
iffs, the safety nets for students who
fly solo are being slashed.

Donald Trump and DOGE are even
trying to take a sledgehammer to fund-
ing for key programs like JobCorps,
which help young people get the re-
sources they need to secure a degree
and a good-paying job.
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So President Tim Cook is running
not for office, but he is running for his
students. He is pounding the pavement
in the summer heat to highlight that
when students’ basic needs are met,
they can focus on their education and
create a brighter future for themselves,
their families, and their communities.

That is why I am here on the floor
today. I want to be part of sending Tim
a powerful message that Congress
agrees with him and must not leave
students behind. The world’s next Ein-
stein—and I say this to all my col-
leagues—may be in your town, scraping
together a way to earn an education
and make a positive impact on the
community and the world.

Let’s help light the beacon of oppor-
tunity for those students. For America
to be great, we have got to make sure
that everybody in our country gets a
fair shot. So I will close by saying I am
gratified by the passion and insight
that Tim Cook and other Oregonians
are bringing to this cause.

They understand the importance of
investing in our Kkids because that
draws a map to a brighter future for all
of us. It may not be possible for every-
body to run 32 miles a day for nearly 2
months, but as Senators, we can cer-
tainly make a difference.

This country needs more common-
sense policies that put students first
and prepare us all for a brighter tomor-
row. That is what Tim Cook is bringing
us.

Mr. President, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support these educators and
others for helping students.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

CRIME VICTIMS FUND STABILIZATION ACT OF 2025

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I want
to urge my colleagues—and I know
there is this temptation of the upcom-
ing summer break, and folks want to
get home to their families, but we have
the opportunity and the obligation
right now to pass this legislation for
the Crime Victims Fund. Are we really
going to miss this opportunity and this
obligation when, in my State, a quar-
ter of the victims of domestic violence
were turned away from services last
year?

These are the organizations—the
child advocacy centers, the domestic
violence agencies, the rape crisis cen-
ters—that respond to the needs of the
most vulnerable, neglected, and abused
people in our States.

We just spent last week defunding
Big Bird. We spent an entire week
defunding public television and public
radio. And you mean to tell me that
before we leave for the recess, we can’t
fund child advocacy centers, domestic
violence agencies, and rape crisis cen-
ters? It is unacceptable. This has bipar-
tisan support, and we should pass this
legislation right now.

Here is what one organization in
Georgia said if we fail to pass this bill.
They said:

Our organization would have to lay off ap-
proximately 50% of essential staff. We would
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not be able to support or meet the critical
needs of victims in the community. The lack
of support and services over time will nega-
tively impact the community with an in-
crease in crime and victimization.

Mr. President, another organization
in Georgia said:

Without our centers, states will see an in-
crease in domestic injuries, child abuse, sex-
ual assault, and even death in many cases.

Child abuse. Sexual assault. Death.

In the State of Georgia, where hun-
dreds of foster children have been traf-
ficked by sexual predators, these are
the organizations that support them
and women facing domestic violence.

This is a bipartisan bill led by Sen-
ators DURBIN and MURKOWSKI. It should
have bipartisan support on the Senate
floor right now. We should pass it be-
fore we leave for the summer.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

MAIDEN SPEECH

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to deliver my maiden speech.
This is a proud and personal moment
for me to represent my home State of
Michigan as a junior Senator, along-
side GARY PETERS, and to follow in the
footsteps of legendary Senators like
Debbie Stabenow and Carl Levin.

This maiden speech has been a long-
standing tradition in the Senate. Every
junior Member gets to deliver in their
freshman year their vision for their
States and what they plan to do in
their time in office.

Thank you to my colleagues from
both sides of the aisle who have joined
me and to my great staff and my in-
terns, even my niece who came in. If
you remember nothing else, I want you
to remember two things: First, nothing
is more important to me than the
State of Michigan. I am a third genera-
tion Michigander. For me, Michigan is
where it all started. Everything I have
done in my life, everywhere I have
gone, everything I have done, everyone
I have met, it all started in Michigan.

It is where I learned the values that
still shape me today: community, put-
ting your head down and working hard,
taking care of your neighbors when
they are in need.

Nothing matters more than my home
State, so this speech is my love letter
to the State of Michigan. To stand here
and represent the State that I love on
the floor of the U.S. Senate is the
greatest privilege of my life.

Second, my goal for my time in office
is to address what I believe to be the
existential threat of our time to my
State and to all Americans: the threat
of a shrinking middle class.

Now, I am a national security person
by training. I am what is called a 9/11
baby. I happened to be in New York
City on my second day of graduate
school when 9/11 happened.

I was recruited into the CIA right out
of grad school, and I served three tours
in Iraq, alongside our military, before
serving at the Pentagon.

I served proudly under Presidents
both Democrat and Republican. I have
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come face-to-face with some of the
greatest threats facing our country,
but I believe, in my bones, that the sin-
gle greatest threat today to our na-
tional security is not coming from
abroad but coming from the very real
threats that come from that shrinking
middle class.

So my goal as a Senator is to deliver
for Michigan’s middle class, to expand
it, to secure it. That mission is per-
sonal. Michigan is where my family
achieved that very American dream.
My great-grandfather, at 13 years old,
came through Ellis Island not speaking
English. He ended up starting a meat
company, moved to Michigan, and built
an iconic hot dog that Michiganders
have enjoyed for 60 years.

Michigan has been the place where
hard work means something. It was
where the middle class was literally in-
vented, it was where you could work at
an auto plant and afford the car that
you were building. That was a revolu-
tionary idea at the time; it shouldn’t
be revolutionary now.

So as a U.S. Senator, my highest pri-
ority is to help make Michigan a place
where that American dream is achiev-
able again. Today, too many
Michiganders are falling out of that
middle class; too many families can’t
get in at all. I lived on my family farm
in Holly, MI. Growing up, I was sur-
rounded by families whose path to the
middle class ran through Michigan’s
factories, our farms, our small busi-
nesses.

We are people who build things and
grow things; people proud of their role
in manufacturing America’s future, our
cars, our tanks, our food; people who,
like my great-grandfather, were pre-
pared to work hard for success and
often achieved it.

But over the years, I have watched
younger generations of those same
families live a very different story.
Parents can’t provide for their kids
what was provided to them. That fish-
ing cabin up north that dad had, the
son can’t have. A trip to Disneyland,
can’t do it.

Across Michigan, there are so many
families who feel like hard work
doesn’t seem to be enough anymore. No
matter what your political views are,
it is just a fact that the middle class
has shrunk over the last 40 years. And
I have seen firsthand what happens
next.

When people feel like they can’t get
ahead, when they can’t provide for
their kids what was provided for them,
they feel anger, they feel shame. They
lose their dignity, and they look for
something or someone to blame.

In a multiracial, multi-ethnic experi-
ment in democracy, people end up
blaming people who don’t look like
them or speak like them or pray like
them. I have seen this up close and per-
sonal how that kind of anger and sus-
picion can tear communities apart.

If you want to understand how we got
to this moment in our politics—this
angry, vitriolic, polarized moment in
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American history—all you have to do
is understand that shrinking middle
class. So even among today’s chaos, es-
pecially now, there are things we have
to do, simple things, to bring back that
middle class and make it thrive.

This is my North Star. It will guide
my work in the Senate. OK, so how do
we do that? Our government certainly
needs to change. I don’t think it is
hard to understand that our govern-
ment is not working for a majority of
Americans—not just Republicans,
Democrats as well. We have to hear
that loud and clear.

Fundamentally, I believe that gov-
ernment needs to get back to the ba-
sics. No one cares about your trick
plays if you don’t have your fundamen-
tals right. Government needs to set the
conditions for success, and
Michiganders and Americans need to
work hard to achieve that success.

These basics are jobs that pay you
enough to save every month,
healthcare you can actually afford, a
home you can call your own, schools
that prepare our kids for the work-
force, energy to power our lives, an en-
vironment we can pass on to our Kids,
and safety and security from fear. That
is it.

First, on jobs, we need job creation
for Michigan’s middle class to create
the jobs of the future. Imagine that the
middle class is basically a ship at sea.
For the better part of 40 years, it has
been taking on water, and now we are
about to hit a category 5 hurricane in
the form of artificial intelligence. Arti-
ficial intelligence has the potential to
change our economy more than the
internet did. Think about that.

Productivity will go up, jobs will be
gained, but jobs will also be lost.
Maybe not Michigan jobs at first.
Entry-level college jobs like paralegals
or accountants are probably first on
the list, but change is coming, and we
need to be ready.

Job creation in the era of artificial
intelligence means supporting our
small businesses. Small businesses em-
ploy half of all Americans. They are in-
trinsic to the American dream. It is
about betting on yourself. And we need
to own the fact that it is hard to start
and succeed as a small business. We
need to make life easier for Michigan’s
small businesses.

Second, we need to bring critical in-
dustries and critical supply chains
back home to the United States.
Michiganders understand this better
than most because of what we do, our
manufacturing, no foreign country
should ever have a veto on our eco-
nomic security. We should always
make critical items here in the United
States, and I want to bring as many of
those jobs and industries back to
Michigan.

And, finally, let us say it very clear-
ly: We need an immigration system
that actually works and is key to our
economy. Immigrants are critical for
our labor shortages in our factories, in
our hospitals, in our firms. More than
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that, we are a nation of immigrants. I
am standing here today because my
great-grandfather left fear, persecu-
tion, and death at 13 years old and
found a place in America.

So we need an immigration plan that
brings legal, vetted immigrants into
our countries, key to our economy,
sometimes more, sometimes less; and
we need to have border security that
literally makes sense. Without immi-
grants, there is no America, and with-
out immigrants, our economy will not
thrive.

Second, on healthcare, is there any-
one in America who thinks healthcare
is working? Is there anyone in America
who thinks we are paying too little for
healthcare? Is there anyone in America
who is missing the ground swell of
anger because we cannot provide the
healthcare we need to our parents and
to our children?

Few things are as fundamental.
There are just, in my mind, few sys-
tems as broken as healthcare in Amer-
ica in 2025. And we all know it.

This is, again, extremely personal to
me. It is why I ran for office in the first
place. Of all my time spent in war
zones, in dangerous places, nothing was
harder than my mom being diagnosed
with stage IV ovarian cancer when she
did not have insurance.

There is nothing worse than that des-
perate feeling when your parent, that
first parent to get sick, needs emer-
gency tests and emergency surgery,
and the same moment that you are
fighting to get those things, you are
struggling just to fill out the paper-
work so she won’t go bankrupt.

We are at a breaking point. We must
change our healthcare, and this is as
good a time as any. Every American
deserves access to healthcare they can
afford, regardless of your job, regard-
less of your income or your age. So I
support a nationwide public insurance
plan at a reasonable price for every
American.

Second, we have got to be able to af-
ford the medicines that we are pre-
scribed. Is there anyone who thinks
that we are paying too little for our
drug prices? We need, in every part of
our healthcare system, to be able to
negotiate the price of our drugs. It is
like Costco; you buy in bulk, you get a
lower per unit price, and we are prohib-
ited from doing that across the coun-
try.

Why? Because I have never seen an
issue in Washington more polluted by
lobbyists and corporate PAC donations
than this issue. I have never seen an in-
dustry with more control over elected
leaders than on the issue of healthcare.

Right now, I am one of six Senators
who doesn’t take corporate PAC
money, 6 out of 100. It should be 100 out
of 100. The middle class does not have
a lobbyist, but they sure have the lead-
ers that they elected.

On housing, there is nothing more
foundational to the American dream
than having a home of your own. It is
as fundamental to us as Americans as
apple pie.
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Right now, the average age of a first-
time homeowner in America is 40 years
old, completely different than in gen-
erations before us. This is not a good
story. Today we could declare, in this
body, a housing state of emergency. We
need 4 million units of housing built in
our country. That is a national strat-
egy, yes, but I want Michigan to be
ground zero for responding to the ur-
gency of that need.

On education, we need schools that
actually prepare our Kkids for the fu-
ture. So much of what we were able to
do as a middle class was because people
could afford the education in front of
them. If you wanted to go to college,
you could, but in Michigan, if you
wanted to work with your hands, suc-
ceed, g0 on, become rich, only if you
had a high school diploma, you could
do that. There were job options for
you.

We need an obsessive focus and reor-
ganization of our job training Federal
programs. We have 17 different organi-
zations doing job training. It is broken.
We need to focus on trade schools and
apprenticeships and an education sys-
tem that prepares us for what is com-
ing.

On energy, we all know we are using
more energy. Every single one of us in
this room right now are using more en-
ergy than we did 10 years ago. Modern
life is demanding it, but supply isn’t
meeting demand. And Michiganders are
seeing that hitting their wallets every
single day. If you don’t plan now, it is
going to get worse, rolling blackouts
and brownouts in a decade.

And what I am asking for is not a re-
newable energy plan or a fossil fuel
plan, it is an ‘‘all of the above’ energy
plan. Natural gas, you can’t do it with-
out it. Nuclear, batteries, renewables,
solar, hydropower, new stuff that is in
creation right now, we need all of it.
And we can’t be willing to scrap cer-
tain energy because it is woke. Anyone
who disagrees with that is just scoring
political points and doesn’t give a
damn about people’s electricity bills.

On the environment, I am committed
to protecting the environment, espe-
cially our water. In Michigan, clean
water and the Great Lakes are not par-
tisan, it is our heritage. It is in our
blood. No single Michigander lives
more than 6 miles away from a lake or
82 miles from a Great Lake.

We all know the sound of water hit-
ting the beach or how the light looks
up north. Our water is why people raise
their kids in Michigan. And sharing
that legacy with our Kkids is the dream
that every Michigander has. We have
the responsibility of being the stewards
of the Great Lakes.

So when our water is threatened,
when our kids are poisoned, when they
can’t swim in contaminated lakes, it is
not just a health issue, it is a security
issue: Lead, PFAS, invasive species in
our Great Lakes, these are threats to
us as Michiganders, and it is my job to
fight these threats.

And last, can we just say climate
change is upon us? Twenty years ago it
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was theoretical; now Michiganders un-
derstand that extreme weather is real,
it is here, they feel it in their pocket-
books. We have to mitigate it. We have
to accept it, and we have to be ready to
prepare ourselves when we have these
crazy ice storms, these crazy once-in-a-
generation tornadoes and move on and
not exclude people because they don’t
want to talk about woke policies.

Safety and security, finally. Every
Michigander has the right to live free
from fear, to feel safe in their own
home, and in the country they love.
That is what got me into public service
in the very beginning right after 9/11.
Shootings in our schools and our busi-
nesses are a threat to our lives. Our
government and our computers, our
personal data shouldn’t be hacked—
neither should our cars or our homes.

And we should get to know and un-
derstand always who is coming across
our border. We are a border State in
Michigan. Every country in the world
has a right to know who is coming in-
side its borders.

So in the Senate, I am going to spend
my time protecting American citizens,
as I have always done. For that, we
need the best military in the world,
one that understands the threats that
are coming around the corner, not just
the threats of the past.

We need to be able to control our own
fate. That means not letting our na-
tional debt be controlled by countries
like China.

And we need to understand that, to
make people safe in America, we need
a strong leadership role in the world,
because the next 100 years are either
going to be dominated by the United
States of America or by China.

And while we make mistakes every
single day, and I will own that—I
served in Iraq, and I saw it close up—I
will take American leadership over
Chinese leadership any day of the
week.

So, in conclusion, let me just say
that we all know—everyone here
knows—that we are going through an
extremely tough time in American pol-
itics. We know that, when people look
back on this period in history, they are
going to say: That was the moment
that Americans were turned against
each other, when neighbors turned
against each other.

But it is not the end, and it is not al-
ways going to be this way. As
Michiganders, we understand how to
survive bad times by rallying together,
by helping one another, by living up to
our Midwestern values, and getting
back into the fight.

As elected leaders, and certainly as a
Senator, I have a responsibility to
chart the path through the dark tunnel
and into the light, not by just com-
plaining and whinging that it is all bad
but by charting a strategy from begin-
ning to end on how we get through this
moment.

And we will. For God’s sake, people,
the Detroit Lions are going to win the
National Championship and the Super-
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bowl, and they were in the toilet for
years.

So it is my privilege to stand on be-
half of my State here. It is the most
important thing I have ever done. It is
the most impactful thing I will ever do.
It is my job, as that next generation of
leader, to change the course of this
place and this country, and I commit
to you I will not let you down.

Thank you very much.

I yield the floor.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RICKETTS). The Senator from Hawaii.

HOUSING

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, when it
comes to one of the most basic neces-
sities in life for people—housing—both
political parties have failed. Both po-
litical parties have failed.

Housing costs more than ever today,
with the median home costing five
times as much as the median income
for your average American. First-time
home buyers are fewer and older than
ever. One in four renters is being forced
to spend more than half of their in-
come on rent, and homelessness is
plaguing more people than ever before.

This crisis was not inevitable; it is a
problem that the government has cre-
ated. There is not enough housing in
this country because we have made it
virtually impossible to build housing.
Ask anyone who has tried to build any-
thing—a shed, a patio, an accessory
dwelling unit for their in-laws. They
will tell you that the moment you try
to do something, there are endless pro-
cedural hurdles and regulatory barriers
that immediately get in the way—ex-
clusionary zoning; minimum lot sizes;
height restrictions; requirements for
multiple staircases; environmental re-
views; dozens of public meetings, where
the grouchiest people in your neighbor-
hood can stop the most virtuous
project in your neighborhood; exten-
sive permitting paperwork; years-long
battles with community organizations
and boards. And if you want to expe-
dite your permit, you can pay a permit
expediter. If you have 10 grand, they
will put your thing on the top of the
pile.

Nobody should like this system.

I cannot think of something so essen-
tial to American life—housing, whether
you rent or you want to own—so essen-
tial to American life where the govern-
ment has created the shortage on pur-
pose, and then it strokes its chin, con-
fused as to why there is a shortage.
There is a shortage because of us.
There is a shortage because of the gov-
ernment itself making it hard to con-
struct the thing we all say we want.

But the good news is this: If the gov-
ernment got us into this mess in the
first place, it can help to get us out.
Mainly, that means getting out of our
own way and not preventing the very
things we say we like.

A lot of progressives in my own party
like to say ‘“We are for housing. We are
for clean energy. We are for transit and
infrastructure,”” but you can’t be for
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something if you don’t want it near
you. If you are for housing, you have to
see the housing. If you are for clean en-
ergy, you are going to see a windmill
or wind farm or a nuclear powerplant
somewhere.

As we envision a just and sustainable
and wealthy country, we have to actu-
ally make the things that make us
more sustainable and wealthy. There is
nothing progressive about preventing a
nurse or a firefighter or a teacher or a
small business owner from actually liv-
ing in the community in which they
work. There is nothing progressive
about making people drive an hour to
work or, in Hawaii, forcing people to
leave the State.

Lawn sizes and building heights don’t
make neighborhoods; people do. Yet
you will often hear people who oppose
new housing say things like: We want
to preserve the unique character of the
neighborhood.

And this is something that I am em-
barrassed to say I didn’t know until I
came to the U.S. Senate. I didn’t un-
derstand what those words mean and
where they came from. They are echo-
ing a dark time in American history of
the Jim Crow era. It was a time when
communities specifically codified into
law language that prohibited Black
people and other racial minorities from
moving into certain neighborhoods.
The racial covenants would literally
say:

No lot covered by this indenture, or any
part thereof, shall ever be sold, resold, con-
veyed, granted, devised, leased or rented to
or occupied by, or in any other way used by,
any person or persons not of the Caucasian
Race.

That is from a covenant in St. Louis
from 1949. And there were contracts
just like that one in neighborhoods all
across the country. Then, racial cov-
enants were outlawed, but their legacy
continues today because what hap-
pened was the racists, after this was
outlawed, figured out a proxy for race.
They figured out a way to keep people
separated, figured out a way to keep
people out of their neighborhoods, fig-
ured out a way to make housing more
constrained. And that is exclusionary
zoning. That is minimum Ilot sizes.
That means you need interior stair-
cases. All of these things that sound
virtuous—safety, sanitation, environ-
mental review, historic preservation—
all of those things actually matter, but
understand that they are Dbeing
weaponized against the working class.
They are being weaponized against the
working class.

I am not sure if this is permissible
under the rules, but I am looking at a
bunch of Senate pages, all 16 years old,
trying to figure out: Where am I going
to live when I get a job? Do I have to
live with my folks and for how long?
Am I going to be able to move to a sub-
urb or a city or stay in my hometown?
Where am I going to live?

So how do we fix it? First of all, gov-
ernment has a role that is not just get-
ting out of the way. On the financing
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side, on the public housing stock side,
on vouchers, on section 8, on HUD-
VASH, there are lots of programs that
work—on the low-income housing tax
rate. There are a lot of government
things that we do that have helped and
can help more.

But the truth is that the throughput
capacity of the system is being con-
strained by the government itself. We
could allocate $3 trillion to affordable
housing, and if it is still hard to build
a house in an individual neighborhood,
all that money would get stuck. Actu-
ally, the State of California tried that.
They allocated an enormous amount of
money to housing, and they didn’t get
very much built.

The county of Maui, many years ago,
said: No new housing unless it is af-
fordable—which kind of lands on the
ears in a wonderful way, right? No new
housing unless it is affordable. Do you
know what happened? There was no
new housing at all for a full decade.

So we just have to embrace, on the
left—the reason I care about this is be-
cause I think it is the single most
impactful economic policy that we
could implement, to make it easier to
build housing for working people, for
students, for the disabled, for the elder-
ly, for the entrepreneurs, for cities, for
towns, for rural neighborhoods. This is
important because I care about that.

Now, if you are a conservative, the
basic principle is almost even more
simple, which is: It is your damn prop-
erty. You should be permitted to do
what you want with your property
within certain safety boundaries and
all the rest of it.

But if it is your property and you
have a quarter of an acre and you want
to build an accessory dwelling unit for
your kids because they are adults and
they just had a baby, you should be al-
lowed to do pretty much whatever you
want with your property. But we have
inverted the presumption so that it is
your neighbors that get to decide what
you get to do with your property.

So if you are a private property
rights person, you should love the idea
of deregulating the housing market. If
you are a progressive and you see how
much people are struggling right now,
you should love the idea of deregu-
lating the housing market.

We need to reform land-use laws for
upzoning to allow higher density, re-
ducing minimum Ilot sizes, deploying
manufactured homes, enabling single-
room occupancy development wherever
multifamily housing is allowed. We
know all this works because it is work-
ing in certain places.

It is hard to keep any issue out of the
partisan crossfire. It really is. It is
hard to keep anything out of the par-
tisan crossfire. Everyone retreats to
their own corner and starts talking
past each other and trying to light the
algorithm on fire.

Our ability to come together, use
common sense, and find a way forward
will affect how people live and succeed
for generations to come.
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Just this week, Senator BANKS and I
introduced legislation to incentivize
local governments to build more hous-
ing mnear federally funded transit
projects. Senator YOUNG and I intro-
duced the YIMBY Act, the Yes in My
Backyard Act, which encourages local-
ities to cut onerous regulations and
adopt pro-housing policies.

We can and we do disagree about al-
most everything, but on this, we should
all be able to agree that in the richest
country in the history of the world,
people should not have to worry about
having a roof over their heads. We can
fix this, and we must.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

NOMINATION OF AARON SZABO

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
the Trump corruption of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency continues
apace, so I am here today in opposition
to the nomination of Aaron Szabo to
serve as the Assistant Administrator
for the Office of Air and Radiation over
at EPA.

The Constitution provides the Presi-
dent the power to nominate ministers
and officers of the United States and
the Senate advice and consent power
over his nominees.

I think we probably agree that the
Constitution means something, that
advice and consent is not a mere
rubberstamp. But when a nominee
comes before your committee, they
should provide straight answers to
questions. Well, this nominee dodged
our questions and then doubled down
with more obfuscation when we gave
him a chance to clarify through ques-
tions for the record. That alone should
be sufficient reason to withhold con-
sent until proper answers are obtained.

This character Szabo is credited by
name as a contributor to the EPA
chapter of Project 2025, the extremist,
rightwing, fossil fuel-funded blueprint
for dismantling the Federal Govern-
ment, which President Trump is now
dutifully implementing. Some of the
environmental highlights from Project
20256? Weaken the Clean Air Act by re-
versing the endangerment finding.
Purge the Agency and bring to its staff
“¢rauma.” In case you aren’t keeping
score at home, EPA Administrator
Zeldin is already hard at work on
these.

Szabo was an advisor to the America
First Policy Institute—the Trump-
aligned think tank funded by fossil fuel
and aligned with Big Oil interests. He
worked as a lobbyist, pushing the in-
terests of major polluters like mem-
bers of the American Petroleum Insti-
tute. Well, chief on the wish list of his
former clients is rescission of the
EPA’s endangerment finding. That is a
2009 evidence-based determination that
greenhouse gases are, in fact, harmful
to human welfare and the environment.
When that rule was adopted back in
2009, it had actually already been set-
tled scientific fact for decades that
greenhouse gases harmed the public
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and the environment. Now, 16 years
later, the evidence has only gotten
stronger, and the looming economic
dangers of climate collapse have only
gotten more evident. The only people
who Dbenefit from repealing the
endangerment finding are the planet’s
biggest polluters—Mr. Szabo’s former
clients.

To me, Mr. Szabo’s recent work and
professional affiliations should also
render him unfit for the role to which
he has been nominated. Is this really
what we want for the EPA? Is this real-
1y how we protect clean air—by helping
polluters rule the roost?

It gets worse.

When questioned at his hearing about
his ties to Trump’s donors’ extreme
anti-environmental agenda, Szabo pro-
vided obfuscatory answers. He ac-
knowledged that he was a contributor
to Project 2025, which he could hardly
fail to do since his name was on it, but
he stated that he kept no records—no
records—of his contributions to that
effort. He was asked whether he had no
records because he never had any or be-
cause he had deleted them. He couldn’t
answer. He bumbled, stumbled, bobbed,
weaved, dodged, and, ultimately, re-
fused to answer, although he did con-
cede that some of the advice he had
provided was written advice.

Following up with subsequent QFRs
on the topic, we got from Mr. Szabo a
sudden response, albeit one that does
not seem credible, particularly in light
of his previous inability to answer the
question.

He wrote:

Like millions of other Americans, I have
been the subject of attempts to steal per-
sonal information through electronic means.
I, like many federal government employees,
had their completed Standard Form 86, titled
“Questionnaire for National Security Posi-
tions,” stolen in 2015 that included sensitive
information. I periodically delete old mes-
sages and documents that are no longer nec-
essary to help ensure privacy and security to
my family, those I interact with, and myself.

Seriously? Szabo had plenty of time
to provide that response during his
confirmation hearing, but he never
mentioned anything of the sort. His
contribution to the anti-environmental
portion of Project 2025 is hard to con-
nect with any issues of family, privacy,
and security.

To be clear, this is not entirely about
whether you approve or disapprove of
Project 2025. What is relevant here is
the extreme degree of evasiveness in
answering or, more exactly, not an-
swering our questions. Senators are
constitutionally obligated to provide
advice and consent on the President’s
nominees. So we should demand better
than this in the people we confirm to
serve in the most senior positions in
our government. The current status of
““‘dodge ‘em’” in our nomination hear-
ings is a disgrace.

Beyond Mr. Szabo’s own questionable
qualifications and his deceptiveness
and his troublesome testimony, we also
cannot ignore the full-on corruption of
the EPA on behalf of Trump’s polluting
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fossil fuel donors—corruption well un-
derway. I already mentioned the
endangerment finding, but there is
more. Proposed deregulatory efforts
will make cars dirtier and less fuel-effi-
cient. Why? So Trump’s donors in the
oil industry can sell more gasoline.
They will let powerplants and oil and
gas facilities spew more carbon dioxide
and methane without limits. Why? So
Trump’s fossil fuel political donors can
sell more oil and gas to those facilities.
The EPA is even attempting to shut
down the program that keeps track of
how much carbon pollution industrial
facilities emit.

See no evil. Hear no evil.

The Trump corruption train rolls on,
and to allow one of the architects of
the EPA section of that fossil fuel-
funded Project 2025 free rein to dis-
mantle an office that is so central to
the Agency’s core mission and to the
protection of all our constituents will
do nothing to help anyone except the
interests of the polluters who fund
President Trump and, if I may add, the
Republican Party.

I will vote no on his nomination, and
I strongly urge my colleagues to do the
same for a multiplicity of good rea-
sons.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

DEMOCRATIC AGENDA

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, in
November, President Trump and the
Republicans really received a very
powerful mandate from the American
people. They wanted to make certain
that our border was going to be secured
and that we were going to strengthen
the economy, get inflation under con-
trol, rein in wasteful government
spending, get ourselves back on track,
and make America great and pros-
perous and safe and secure once again.

By passing the One Big Beautiful
Bill, we delivered on this mandate by
securing the largest tax cut in U.S. his-
tory, including reduced taxes on tips
and overtime, a $6,000 bonus deduction
for seniors, and the permanent exten-
sion of President Trump’s 2017 tax cuts.
It also reduces the burden of the death
tax for millions, providing critical re-
lief for family-owned businesses and for
so many of our Nation’s farms and
farmers. It bolsters our Armed Forces
with a $150 billion increase in military
spending. It provides the largest ever
investment in border security so that
we can, indeed, complete building the
wall and also hire new Border Patrol
agents and officers. It strengthens
Medicaid by rooting out waste, fraud,
and abuse. It restores fiscal sanity by
eliminating hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in far-left spending, and the list
goes on and on.

These are all enormous wins for Ten-
nesseans, whom I represent, and, in-
deed, for all Americans, but our work
here in this Chamber is far from over.

At the top of the list, we have the
need to confirm President Trump’s
nominees. The President deserves to
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have his team in place to enact his
agenda, but instead of working with us
to carry out the will of the American
people, our colleagues across the aisle
have chosen to obstruct at any cost.
Right now, we have 130 pending—pend-
ing—nominations of people who have
been through committee. Their paper-
work is in, and their questions are an-
swered. All they need is a vote in this
Chamber. There is absolutely no reason
that we should have this backlog, espe-
cially when you look at the importance
of these nominations: U.S. ambassador-
ships to the Vatican, the Netherlands,
Chile, Greece, and the European Union;
seven Federal judgeships; U.S. attor-
neys; Under Secretaries for the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and the
Navy; the Commissioner of the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission. That is
just a brief, partial list.

Our Democratic friends are trying to
slow down the process on these nomi-
nees as much as they possibly can.
They lost at the ballot box. They have
lost in the Halls of Congress. They
have tried the courts, and they have
lost in the courts. So obstruction and
stalling are what they have left as they
try to spite the President.

They might think that they are hurt-
ing just the Republicans or just the
President, but, you know, what they
are doing is hurting the people whom
they are elected to represent. Every
single day that goes by without these
nominees being approved and getting
to work on the job means those nomi-
nees are not able to work on behalf of
the American people. Unfortunately, it
is the people who suffer because Agen-
cies are not fully staffed and can’t
make responses. You have individuals
who need help with VA benefits or help
with an Agency and an item of con-
cern. At this point, they are under-
staffed.

With the recent disclosures from DNI
Gabbard, we are learning even more
about how President Obama and the
Democrats manufactured the Russia
hoax to try to derail President Trump’s
first term. I bring this up because their
obstruction is nothing new. When they
run out of different roadways and dif-
ferent avenues and different opportuni-
ties, they have got one thing left. As I
have said, they have lost at the ballot
box, here in Congress, and they have
lost in the courts. So now what they do
is try to obstruct.

We know from the documents that
have been released concerning the Rus-
sia hoax that the Democrats were hard
at work on this in 2016 and 2017 with
President Trump’s first term. For
months, far-left activist judges under-
mined our Constitution by blocking
lawful orders from the Trump adminis-
tration in a brazen effort to decide na-
tionwide policy. Their abuse of power
only came to an end when the Supreme
Court reined in those Federal district
judges and said: No, you have no abil-
ity, and you have no right to issue na-
tionwide injunctions.

More recently, we have seen Demo-
crats try their best to obstruct a core
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part of the ‘“‘America First” agenda,
and that is securing our southern bor-
der. Americans want our border to be
secure, and they want criminal illegal
aliens removed from their commu-
nities. Across the country, ICE and
Border Patrol agents have been hard at
work in carrying out this mandate and
arresting criminals who have abso-
lutely no right to be here in our coun-
try.

Well, the Democrats are working to
vilify and undermine our brave Federal
law enforcement. We have seen con-
gressional Democrats try to storm ICE
facilities, including a House Member
who faces Federal charges for assault-
ing a Federal ICE officer. They have
smeared ICE agents who risk their
lives to protect our country, comparing
them to the secret police and Nazis.
They push legislation that would pro-
hibit officers from wearing masks, ex-
posing them and their families to tar-
geted harassment.

This is all happening as ICE officers
face an 830-percent surge in assaults.
That is correct—an 830-percent in-
crease in assaults. Just this month,
far-left criminals ambushed officers at
an ICE facility in Texas, shooting one
officer in the neck. Three days later, a
man sent three people to the hospital
after firing dozens of rounds at a sepa-
rate Border Patrol facility in Texas.

These brave officers deserve our total
and undivided support, and the Amer-
ican people deserve to have elected
Representatives who protect their in-
terests. That is what Republicans are
working to do every single day. They
are working to protect our Nation’s
citizens, and nothing—not even this ob-
struction that continues every single
day by the Democrats—is going to stop
us.
I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
BLACKBURN). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 81

Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President,
Iran cannot be allowed to have a nu-
clear weapon. This has been a redline
for decades, going back to President
Clinton.

The reason is because the results
would be catastrophic. It would create
an existential threat to our allies and
partners in the region, such as Israel.
Even worse, it would create a threat to
our heroic servicemembers, at a time
when Iran and its proxies have already
shed blood and have that blood on their
hands.

It would trigger a regional arms race,
as countries threatened by Iran’s per-
sistent malign aggression seek their
own nuclear deterrent. And it would
lead to an even more assertive and ag-
gressive Iran that would be emboldened
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by its perceived security guarantees
that come with a nuclear weapon.

That is why Israel’s recent military
campaign against Iran, which cul-
minated in successful airstrikes or-
dered by President Trump on Iran’s
key nuclear facilities, is so important.
Iran is now as weak as it has ever been
since the 1980s, probably weaker. The
strikes have delayed Iran’s path to a
nuclear weapon by a few years.

But in order to seize this moment,
the United States and our allies must
impose maximum pressure to the high-
est extent possible to force Iran to per-
manently and verifiably end its nuclear
program, including its capacity to en-
rich uranium. This is why the snap-
back of U.N. sanctions is so important.

Ten years ago, Iran made commit-
ments under JCPOA, including reduc-
ing its enriching of uranium and its
uranium stockpile, limiting the enrich-
ment of uranium and its centrifuges,
and allowing intrusive monitoring. As
a result, the U.N. passed U.N. Security
Council Resolution 2231, which en-
dorsed the JCPOA.

In exchange for Iran’s compliance, it
provided for the eventual termination
of all previous U.N. sanctions targeting
Iran’s nuclear program after 10 years.
It also sunset U.N. arms restrictions on
Iran after 5 years and U.N. prohibitions
on Iran’s missile and drone activities
after 8 years, both of which have now
expired.

However, even before the prohibi-
tions ended, Iran was blatantly vio-
lating them, sending suicide drones to
Russia and weapons of terror to its
proxies, like Hamas and the Houthis.
These sanctions should not have been
allowed to expire in the first place, es-
pecially when the price was destruction
of European cities and the lives of
American citizens threatened by Ira-
nian weapons.

Under 2231, any signatory to the
JCPOA—which includes the UK,
France, and Germany—can trigger the
snapback of these waived sanctions and
restrictions if Iran is in ‘‘significant
non-performance of [its] commitments
under the JCPOA.” Not only has Iran
blatantly violated these commitments,
but it has done so repeatedly for 6
years, all without consequences from
the U.N.

On top of that, in June, the IAEA,
the world’s nuclear watchdog, for the
first time in two decades, declared that
Iran had failed to comply with its
IAEA safeguard obligations.

And how did Iran respond? By threat-
ening Director General Grossi and ef-
fectively kicking out the IAEA’s re-
maining inspectors and booting them
out of the country.

From breaching the cap on its stock-
pile of uranium and enriching to 60 per-
cent, to expanding its nuclear facili-
ties, Iran has trampled on its obliga-
tions under the JCPOA.

So where does that leave us? The
West has 87 days before we lose our
ability to snap back tough U.N. sanc-
tions on Iran. That opportunity perma-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

nently expires on October 18. But the
real deadline is much sooner. The snap-
back process takes at least 30 days to
fully complete.

Adding to the urgency, Russia is set
to take over as President of the U.N.
Security Council in October. This
would allow Russia to use its position
to delay the process and run out the
clock. Iran knows this. Just yesterday,
Iran held talks with Russia and com-
munist China to discuss preventing the
activation of the snapback. This can-
not be allowed to happen.

Our European allies have said that
they are prepared to trigger snapback
by the end of August if no firm, tan-
gible, and verifiable nuclear commit-
ments from Iran are in place. This is
being done in coordination with the
Trump administration, which con-
tinues to pursue diplomatic talks with
Iran.

I commend our allies for setting a
deadline; however, this path is under a
timeline that leaves little room for
error. Unsurprisingly, the Iranian re-
gime is resorting to its longstanding
play book to delay, to delay, to delay
and prevent snapback from happening.

Later this week, the Iranians are
scheduled to meet with the E3 in
Istanbul. There are rumors that discus-
sions could center on under what con-
ditions the HE3 would postpone the
snapback. But today, I stand to urge
our European friends to hold the line
and not to bend to Iranian threats or
be fooled by Iranian assurances.

After 10 years, Iran does not need
more time; it needs more pressure. A
window now exists to completely
change the trajectory of the Middle
East for the better, but that window
will close unless we convince Iran that
its nuclear weapons program will never
be tolerated, period. That is why this
resolution urges the E3 to snap back
sanctions as soon as possible. We must
not let Iran off the hook.

At this point, I would certainly love
to hear from my esteemed colleague
from Idaho.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
SCHMITT). The Senator from Idaho.

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I thank
Senator RICKETTS for those very clear
remarks that demonstrate exactly why
this needs to be done.

I myself for a long time have hoped
to see our European partners wake up
to the extreme threat that we all face
from a nuclear Iran. Today, we are 10
years on from President Obama’s failed
nuclear deal with Iran. Over the last 10
years, Iran has enjoyed unwarranted
sanctions relief, and time is short be-
fore the opportunity expires to snap
back sanctions, as has been described
by my colleague from Nebraska.

This resolution would make it clear
that the U.S. Senate understands the
threats we face from a nuclear Iran and
urges our UK, French, and German
partners to immediately trigger snap-
back sanctions pursuant to U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2231. We can-
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not afford to wait until the end of Au-
gust. Initiating the snapback process
would be right and a long-overdue
move and would deny Iran the re-
sources it uses for its terror agenda.

The 2015 deal flooded Iran with cash
while allowing it low-level enrichment,
a clock to simply wait out, no limita-
tions on ballistic missiles, and nothing
to rein in terror proxies. Years down
the line, the sanctions relief Iran re-
ceived from this deal directly funded
Iran’s terror proxies and 1led to
Hamas’s October 7 attack on Israel.

Iran’s ejection of the International
Atomic Energy Agency from its facili-
ties marked the latest in a long chain
of violations of Iran’s nuclear commit-
ments. These actions confirmed what
we have known all along: The Iran nu-
clear program is not civilian, as they
claim; it is the pursuit of a bomb to de-
stroy Israel and threaten U.S. national
security interests in the region.

The international community must
not tolerate this activity any longer.
The decision to initiate the snapback
process is only the beginning. The U.N.
Security Council must fully process
and formally reinstate U.N. sanctions
without delay. Furthermore, once
sanctions are back in place, we must
commit to their enforcement. Chinese
purchases of Iranian oil and illicit oil
smuggling through third countries
have long violated existing U.N. sanc-
tions. Once U.N. sanctions return, all
member countries will have a duty to
crack down on this illegal activity.

President Trump has once again in-
stituted a maximum-pressure policy to
bring Iran to the negotiating table. I
hope our European friends will also
take the next step to counter Iran’s
threat to regional and global security
for good. This resolution will commu-
nicate with our European friends that
it is the intent of this body to do so.

With that, I yield back to Senator
RICKETTS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, I ap-
preciate my colleague from Idaho’s re-
marks because they are spot-on with
regard to what is going on here.

Under previous administrations like
the Obama administration and the
Biden administration, the strategy was
to try to buy off Iran, to try to give
them enough money to be our friend.
And that is a failed policy. It has been
demonstrated to be a failed policy.

Under the Trump administration’s
first term, where they applied max-
imum sanctions, they were able to take
Iran’s foreign reserves down from $122.5
billion to under $14 billion. When that
happened, Iran did not have the money
to be able to fund terrorist organiza-
tions like the Houthis or Hamas or
Hezbollah. When the Biden administra-
tion came in and opened up the valves
for them to get their oil money again,
that is when we saw this problem reoc-
curring.

To my colleague’s point, if you look
at what is going on, the enrichment
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they are doing right now is not for ci-
vilian nuclear programs. Mr. President,
23 countries in this world today have
civilian nuclear energy programs, and
what they do is they get their enriched
uranium from other sources; they don’t
enrich it themselves. This allows them
to have a civilian program. This is
what Iran needs to go to. They cannot
be allowed to have an enrichment pro-
gram.

Maximum pressure is what works. It
has been demonstrated to work in the
first Trump administration. The ap-
peasement of the Biden administration
only encouraged them to fund ter-
rorism around the world. Iran is the
largest state sponsor of terrorism.

So I believe that the European coun-
tries need to snap back these sanc-
tions. This will help us in negotiations
with Iran right now. As I mentioned,
they are at their weakest state since
the 1980s and may be weaker. So we
must snap back these sanctions. This
resolution will encourage our European
allies to do that.

Therefore, I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding rule XXII and as
if in legislative session, the Committee
on Foreign Relations be discharged
from further consideration and the
Senate now proceed to S. Res. 81. I fur-
ther ask that the resolution be agreed
to, the Ricketts amendment at the
desk be considered and agreed to, the
preamble, as amended, be agreed to,
and that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?

The Senator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, diplomacy cannot
be all stick and no carrot. There is no
question that the recent U.S. strikes
dealt significant damage to Iran’s nu-
clear program. Yet it is still unknown
whether the use of military force will
induce the Iranians to come to the
table. Instead, our attack may lead to
the opposite effect—hardening the re-
gime’s opposition to U.S. demands.
From the perspective of Iran’s leader
Ayatollah Khamenei, submitting to
U.S. demands now would be perceived
by Iranians as surrender.

It is unknown yet whether the com-
bined U.S. and Israeli bombing of Iran’s
nuclear facilities will lead to an end to
their nuclear program or a sprint to
the completion of a weapon. In fact,
our attack on Iran may turn out to be
a disaster. It is unknown. It may turn
out that it could be the final catalyst
for Tehran to double down on an effort
to secure a nuclear deterrent to ensure
that their country cannot be attacked
with impunity again.

Now, we hear from the same voices in
the establishment who were adamant
that war would be a panacea that the
imposition of more sanctions is the so-
lution. The Washington establishment
doesn’t seem to be familiar with Ein-
stein’s famous definition of insanity.

Sanctions have been consistently in-
effective at altering Iran’s behavior in
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a manner favorable to U.S. interests.
Repeatedly, as we put sanctions on,
there has been no change in Iran’s be-
havior.

Sanctions are often counter-
productive. Sanctions immiserate the
civilian population to such an extent
that they rally around the regime in
opposition to foreign interference.
Some in this body maintain that sanc-
tions will prompt the Iranian people to
rise up and overthrow the despotic re-
gime that rules over them. That would
be great, but history suggests other-
wise. Instead, we may stoke the flames
of nationalism by directing the ire of
the people away from the Ayatollah
and toward the United States.

Additionally, this resolution’s pur-
pose—to urge the United Kingdom,
France, and Germany to invoke sanc-
tions—is rich given that it was the
United States that unilaterally with-
drew from the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action. So it is a bit incon-
sistent for us to be arguing that Europe
should by all means apply and adhere
to the JCPOA which we no longer par-
ticipate in. If the United States is no
longer a member of the JCPOA, what
gives Washington the right to advise
those who remain in it to invoke cer-
tain mechanisms within the agree-
ment?

Washington’s determination to wors-
en relations with Iran risks further
military confrontation and diverts fi-
nite U.S. resources from other more
pressing domestic and international
concerns. That is why I am offering a
substitute amendment to S. Res. 81
that makes clear the futility of sanc-
tions and the needless risk of further
escalation.

My amendment leaves room for
President Trump to fund a diplomatic
solution. It resolves that the United
States supports the deescalation of
tensions between the United States and
Iran, affirms that stable relations with
Iran are in the United States’ national
interest, seeks a peaceful resolution to
concerns regarding Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and urges the Trump administra-
tion to prioritize diplomacy with Iran
over further war. Prudent diplomacy
requires tact and respect.

Instead of adopting the same tried-
and-failed policies of the past, let us
today have the courage to forge a new
path. I urge my colleagues to support
my amendment.

Therefore, I ask the Senator to mod-
ify his request to include my amend-
ments to the resolution and preamble,
which are at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator from Nebraska so modify his
request?

Mr. RICKETTS. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, my es-
teemed colleague from Kentucky has
argued that we should pursue diplo-
macy, and, indeed, the Trump adminis-
tration is pursuing diplomacy. How-
ever, the path he is arguing for right
now was tried by the last administra-
tion and failed miserably.
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What Iran respects is strength. While
we are certainly not advocating regime
change, what we are advocating is the
use of policies that were effective in
the first Trump administration. As I
stated already, in the first Trump ad-
ministration, by applying maximum
pressure, the Trump administration
was able to take Iran’s foreign reserves
down from $122.5 billion to under $14
billion. They may have had the desire
to fund terrorism, but they did not
have the ability to fund terrorism.

That is what these sanctions would
continue to do, is put pressure on Iran.
We may not be able to change the re-
gime, but we can make them poor so
they cannot fund terrorism.

Yes, by all means, we should con-
tinue diplomacy, but we should do it
from a position of strength, which is
why we are encouraging the European
nations of France, Germany, and the
UK to snap back those sanctions, to
give us that strength going into these
negotiations to convince Iran that
there is no path for them to have a nu-
clear weapon. They must give up that
plan; they must give up their enrich-
ment.

Therefore, I will not modify my re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection to the modification is heard.

Is there an objection to the original
request from the Senator from Ne-
braska?

The Senator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

NOMINATION OF ZACHARY BLUESTONE

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm
Zachary Bluestone to the U.S. District
Court for the Eastern District of Mis-
souri.

I will vote in opposition to Mr.
Bluestone’s confirmation to a lifetime
appointment on the Federal bench.
There are several reasons why I cannot
support his nomination.

Mr. Bluestone graduated from Ilaw
school 9 years ago and has only been
practicing law for 7 years. This is fewer
years of experience than any of the 235
judicial nominees confirmed during the
Biden administration. Luckily for him,
the Justice Department under Attor-
ney General Bondi now refuses to pro-
vide the American Bar Association
with materials or access to the nomi-
nees for evaluation. The ABA stated
that it could not issue a rating based
on receiving insufficient information
to evaluate Mr. Bluestone’s qualifica-
tions.

But it is obvious what they would
have said had they been able to look at
Mr. Bluestone’s record in full: He does
not have the experience necessary to
handle the demands of the Federal
bench.

This is not my only concern, how-
ever. Mr. Bluestone is yet another one
of President Trump nominees who con-
tinues to perpetuate the ‘‘Big Lie’’ that
the 2020 election was stolen.
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In answers to written questions, Mr.
Bluestone refused to admit that Presi-
dent Biden won the 2020 election, but
he had no issue agreeing that President
Trump won the 2016 and 2024 elections.
The only reason is that Mr. Bluestone
is loyal to President Trump, not the
Constitution, nor the rule of law.

As such, I will vote against Mr.
Bluestone’s confirmation. I urge my
colleagues to join me in opposing his
nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
MORENO). The majority whip.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I no-
tice no further debate on the nomina-
tion. I request we move to the vote.

VOTE ON BLUESTONE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the
Bluestone nomination?

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. McCON-
NELL), and the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 430 Ex.]

(Mr.

YEAS—49
Banks Grassley Murkowski
Barrasso Hagerty Paul
Blackburn Hawley Ricketts
Boozman Hoeven Risch
Budd Husted Rounds
Capito Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Casslldy Johqson Scott (FL)
Collins Justice Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sheehy
Cotton Lankford .
Sullivan
Cramer Lee
Crapo Lummis T?“?ne
Curtis Marshall Tillis )
Daines McCormick Tuberville
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
Graham Moreno
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elqpuchar Slotkin
oons ujan X

Cortez Masto Markey \S/ZE% ollen
Duckworth Merkley

. Warner
Durbin Murphy )
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—4

Britt McConnell Mullin
Cruz

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
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consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 50, Aaron
Szabo, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency.

John Thune, Tim Scott of South Caro-
lina, Mike Crapo, Lindsey Graham,
Tim Sheehy, John Kennedy, John Bar-
rasso, Markwayne Mullin, Roger Mar-
shall, Rick Scott of Florida, Mike
Rounds, Tommy Tuberville, Steve
Daines, Bernie Moreno, Eric Schmitt,
Chuck Grassley, Jon A. Husted.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Aaron Szabo, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. McCON-
NELL), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN), the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOWSKI), and the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 48,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 431 Ex.]

YEAS—48
Banks Fischer Moody
Barrasso Graham Moran
Blackburn Grassley Moreno
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Budd Hawley Risch
Capito Hoeven Rounds
Cassidy Husted Schmitt
Collins Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Cornyn Johnson Scott (SC)
Cotton Justice Sheehy
Cramer Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Curtis Lummis Tuberville
Daines Marshall Wicker
Ernst McCormick Young

NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Fetterman Klobuchar
Baldwin Gallego Lujan
Bennet Gillibrand Markey
Blumenthal Hassan Merkley
Blunt Rochester  Heinrich Murphy
Booker Hickenlooper Murray
Cantwell Hirono Ossoff
Coons Kaine Padilla
Cortez Masto Kelly Peters
Duckworth Kim Reed
Durbin King Rosen
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Sanders Slotkin Warren
Schatz Smith Welch
Schiff Van Hollen Whitehouse
Schumer Warner Wyden
Shaheen Warnock

NOT VOTING—b5
Britt Mullin Paul
McConnell Murkowski

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas
are 48, the nays are 47. The motion is
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Aaron Szabo, of Virginia, to
be an Assistant Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. JUS-
TICE). The Senator from Louisiana.

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL ACT

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I want
to speak briefly about two subjects.
They are different. They are both im-
portant, but they are different.

Let me start with the reconciliation
bill, which President Trump and others
called the One Big Beautiful Bill. I con-
tinue to go through the bill, and every
time I do, I am impressed.

This is a breathtaking bill in the
sense that it covers so many subjects.
I think each of us could spend hours
talking about this bill. I will just hit
the highlights. This is one of the most
far-reaching pieces of legislation that
this body will ever pass.

We extended the 2017 tax cuts—no
small feat in itself. Had we not done
that, the American people would have
suffered under a $4.3 trillion tax in-
crease. So we stopped that tax in-
crease.

Some of my friends and colleagues
talk about, well, all you did was stop
the tax increase on billionaires.

That is nonsense. That is nonsense on
a stick. Unless your soup of the day is
gin, you know that that is a lie.

Half of that tax increase would have
hit working men and working women
and working families in this country.
The other half would have hit our
small businesses, and, yes, some of our
large businesses. We stopped that.

We made some of those tax cuts per-
manent. We cut taxes on tips. In this
bill, we cut taxes on overtime. We cut
taxes on Social Security. We cut taxes
on car loans. We expanded a tax credit
for childcare to help moms and dads
pay for the childcare so they can work.
We increased the child tax credit. We
increased the standard deduction, and
that is going to take effect imme-
diately.

We funded school choice. For years
and years and years, I have tried—we
all have tried, many of us have tried—
to provide the American people—moms
and dads—with school choice. This bill
did it. I went to a public school. I am
proud of that. But competition makes
all of us better. I can go to my over-
priced Capitol Hill apartment or Cap-
itol Hill grocery store and choose from

The
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six or seven types of mayonnaise. Why
shouldn’t we give parents—moms and
dads—choices for their kids’ education?
We are doing that with the school
choice portion of this bill.

We increase money for the border,
and we increase money for defense.

We also address the problem in Med-
icaid. And I have been very dis-
appointed because some commentators
have said that we are going to throw
off from the Medicaid rolls, I have
read, anywhere from 10 to 12 million
people. The implication in some of
these articles and some of these com-
ments is that we are just going to look
at the Medicaid rolls and go through
and say: You are gone. We can’t afford
you.

That is not what this bill does. The
first thing you have to realize is that,
actually, Medicaid is not going to be
cut at all under this bill. Under our bill
that we just passed, our spending on
Medicaid over the next 10 years is
going to go up 20 percent, so nobody is
cutting Medicaid.

There are some people, as a result of
the new provisions that we have put
into law, who will no longer be eligible
for Medicaid and will no longer get
Medicaid. But they weren’t entitled to
get it in the first place. So when you
say: Well, you are throwing people off
of Medicaid—they weren’t entitled to it
in the first place. You are not entitled
to Medicaid if you are making $200,000
a year and you didn’t tell the truth
when you signed up for Medicaid in
your State and your State didn’t verify
your status.

But let me give you one example.
CMS just put out a report. Our bill is
going to change the law so that 2.8 mil-
lion Americans—the CBO says, like, we
are throwing 10 or 12 million Ameri-
cans off of Medicaid. I will just give
you this one example: 2.8 million of
those Americans who will lose Med-
icaid are doubledippers. They signed up
twice. We have 1.2 million people on
the Medicaid rolls who are signed up in
two States, and the American taxpayer
is paying twice.

As you know, Mr. President, well—
you were a great Governor; you were a
Governor and a damn good one—most
States use managed care, and they pay
per Medicaid person. So if a State is
paying, let’s say—I will pick a num-
ber—$8,000 per Medicaid patient per
year to the healthcare organization to
provide their care, and that person is
signed up in two States, they are
doubledipping, and it is costing the
American taxpayer two $8,000 pay-
ments a year. That is cheating. So
from one perspective, you are throwing
these people off of Medicaid—they
weren’t entitled to doubledip in the
first place.

CMS also came out with a report. By
“CMS,” I mean the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, which is
the Federal Agency that administers
Medicare and Medicaid. CMS has also
found that there are 1.6 million people
who are on Medicaid today who are re-
ceiving both Medicaid and ObamaCare.
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Well, what is ObamaCare? I will re-
fresh everyone’s memory.

Medicaid is supposed to be for the
poor and disabled, and Medicare is for
the elderly, and a lot of other Ameri-
cans have health insurance through
their job. But there are a certain num-
ber of Americans who don’t have
health insurance because they are not
old enough for Medicare, they are not
poor enough for Medicaid, and maybe
their employer doesn’t offer health in-
surance. So they can go to an ex-
change—we call them the ObamaCare
exchange—and buy health insurance.

Now, President Obama and some of
my colleagues—I wasn’t here then, but
when we passed the ObamaCare, the
ObamaCare exchanges, the Affordable
Care Act, we were told that health in-
surance would be cheaper, and we were
told it would be more accessible. It has
been neither. We were also told if you
like your doctor, you can keep your
doctor. That wasn’t true either.

But the point is that we have a num-
ber of Americans who, if they don’t
qualify for Medicare, they don’t qualify
for Medicaid, they don’t get insurance
through their employer, they go to the
ObamaCare exchanges. CMS found we
have got 1.6 million people who are get-
ting both health insurance through the
ObamaCare exchanges—which we sub-
sidize, taxpayers do—and through Med-
icaid. That is called doubledipping. It
is illegal.

CBO can put out all the reports that
they want to saying: Oh, you are
throwing all these people off Medicaid.
And technically, they are right, but
they are not eligible to be on Medicaid.
I just gave you an example, 2.8 million
people who are doubledipping. It is ille-
gal to doubledip. It is immoral to
doubledip. It is unfair to taxpayers to
doubledip. All our bill does is say you
can’t doubledip. Cheating is wrong.

Is that throwing people off of Med-
icaid? Technically, yes. But, once
again, as the other provisions in this
bill also do, we are taking people off
Medicaid who weren’t eligible for it in
the first place.

As a result of these 2.8 million peo-
ple, I think CMS—I am looking for
their figure. I think it cost the Amer-
ican taxpayer, because of these 2.8 mil-
lion folks who are doubledipping, $14
billion a year—$14 billion a year over a
10-year window, which is the horizon
that we use. That is $140 billion that we
are going to save, and that savings is
going to go back into Medicaid to
make it even stronger.

That is just one example of how
much of—not much, but—well, yes,
much of the reporting on our bill is
misleading.

TRIBUTE TO JIMMY GRAHAM

Mr. President, the second thing I
want to talk about: I just want to
briefly thank Jimmy Graham.

Who is Jimmy Graham? I know the
Presiding Officer knows who Jimmy
Graham is. He was one of the best tight
ends who ever played the game.

Now, he was a New Orleans Saint I
think for six, seven seasons. He played
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elsewhere. I looked it up. He played for
the Seahawks. He played for the Pack-
ers. He played for the Bears. But he
was a total beast in the best sense of
the word playing for the New Orleans
Saints.

And he has retired. After 13 years in
the NFL, Jimmy has decided to retire.
He was a big boy; he is a big boy. But
he started out as a basketball player.
He didn’t play football; he played bas-
ketball. And he transformed himself.

The numbers that Jimmy put up are
just out of this world. They are other-
worldly. He is clearly one of the most
prolific pass-catching tight ends in the
history of the game. As the Presiding
Officer knows, many tight ends just
block. That is their job. Jimmy not
only blocked, but he caught passes.
And he caught a bunch of them.

He is No. 7 in NFL history in recep-
tions at 719. He ranks No. 8 in receiving
yards at 8,545. He ranks 4th in touch-
downs at 89.

When he was with the Saints—I was
looking at this, this afternoon—in 6
seasons, Jimmy Graham caught 392
passes for 4,791 yards and 55 touch-
downs. And he was a tight end. He was
a tight end. His first job was to block.
He also caught a few balls.

And he gave my people from Lou-
isiana a lot of joy at the time they
really needed it, and I just wanted to
thank Mr. Graham for the joy that he
brought to anybody and everybody who
watched him play football but espe-
cially when he played for the New Orle-
ans Saints. And I want to wish him
well, and I want him to end on some
good news tonight.

I thank the Presiding Officer for his
attention.

I will yield to my colleague or col-
leagues if they would like to speak.

I will yield to my legal-eagle friend
Senator BLUMENTHAL.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
am here with a number of colleagues
on probably one of the most important
decisions we are going to make with re-
spect to the future of justice in Amer-
ica: the nomination of Emil Bove to be
a judge on the court of appeals for the
Third Circuit, the second highest panel
in our judiciary.

And he is about as unfit and unquali-
fied as any judicial nominee to come
before this body in my 15 years here.
And I say that with sadness as well as
anger, as someone who still proudly
would call myself a litigator, a trial
lawyer, and a member of the Judiciary
Committee, where I am proud to serve
with my great colleague, the ranking
member now, Senator DURBIN.

And he and others from that com-
mittee will come before us tonight. We
are here not only on the merits of Mr.
Bove but also because we were denied
an opportunity in the committee to
present fairly and fully our case
against Mr. Bove based on the record,
and we were denied an opportunity to
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elicit from the Department of Justice
and the administration the facts that
are necessary to evaluate his nomina-
tion.

We were denied the opportunity to
have a whistleblower come before the
committee, a whistleblower who brave-
ly came forward with facts showing
how Mr. Bove suggested—indeed,
urged—that lawful court orders be dis-
obeyed; that the Department of Justice
ought to tell the courts to eff them-
selves.

We were denied access to an Office of
Professional Responsibility investiga-
tion bearing on this nomination: an
OPR inquiry into the failure of the
team supervised by Mr. Bove to divulge
to the defense exculpatory evidence, as
they were obligated to do, during a
prosecution when he was an assistant
U.S. attorney.

And Mr. Bove himself, in the hearing
that we conducted, was evasive, obfus-
cating. He refused point-blank to an-
swer relevant questions.

One of my colleagues, Senator
WHITEHOUSE, who will be here tonight,
characterized it as the ‘‘deliberative
process privilege.”” There is no delib-
erative process privilege, and Mr. Bove
had no right to refuse to answer our
questions about what he has done in
his role during the first 6 months of
this administration.

The fact is, he has been involved in a
pattern of lawlessness and reckless-
ness, a violation of individual rights
and liberties, a pattern of corruption
unprecedented in the history of the
U.S. Department of Justice. And he has
been integral to it, participating ac-
tively in it.

We have opposed other nominees be-
cause we disagree with their judicial
philosophy. We have opposed them be-
cause they were out of the mainstream;
they were ideologues with an ax to
grind that was potentially detrimental
to rights and liberties.

Mr. Bove is in a different category.
Yes, he is conservative. He is out of the
mainstream. But he is corrupt. He is
dangerous, vindictive, and revengeful
in a way that this administration has
made a pattern of doing.

So I am here to urge my colleagues
to stand with us and oppose this nomi-
nation. I know the strong dynamic—we
have seen it again and again and again,
no matter how many doubts my col-
leagues may have—to toe the line in
thrall of President Trump or in fear of
him. But the record here speaks power-
fully—or it should—to our conscience
and conviction.

This nominee epitomizes the Trump
demand for loyalty and fealty above all
else to him, a sense that he has the
power to do what no ordinary Amer-
ican can expect from judges or from
prosecutors; that they will, in effect,
rig the system in his favor, as Mr. Bove
has done while representing, sup-
posedly, the Department of Justice be-
cause he was—like Pam Bondi and oth-
ers who have taken senior positions—a
lawyer, in fact, for President Trump,
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his personal lawyer, defending him
against claims in his personal capacity
before he took this role in the Depart-
ment of Justice.

A lot has been made of Mr. Bove’s
role in dismissing the case against Eric
Adams, the mayor of New York. I am
not going to go through all the details
except to say that Danielle Sassoon re-
fused to make the argument in favor of
dismissing those charges in exchange
for concessions on immigration policy.
She said it was ‘“‘an improper offer of
immigration enforcement assistance in
exchange for a dismissal.”

The lead prosecutor on the Adams
case resigned rather than take Mr.
Bove’s order, and he, too, said that it
would be a violation of conscience and
conviction and that anyone ‘‘who is
enough of a fool, or enough of a cow-
ard, to file your motion’ should not do
s0.

The judge indicates ‘‘everything here
smacks of a bargain: dismissal of the
indictment in exchange for immigra-
tion policy concessions.” He called Mr.
Bove’s position ‘“‘fundamentally incom-
patible with the basic promise of equal
justice under law’—a quid pro quo
deal. But Mr. Bove said it was fine.

Even more disgracefully, he said a
court cannot review, at all, a dismissal
of this kind. This attitude toward the
law alone should disqualify him, but he
went further in a March meeting, ac-
cording to the whistleblower. He said,
essentially, that lawful court orders
shouldn’t be obeyed. That is the nomi-
nee for a judgeship saying that judges
ought to be defied.

He should not be under consideration
for this lifetime appointment for these
reasons and others that my colleagues
who are coming to the floor tonight
will describe in detail. The short-
circuiting and straitjacketing of the
consideration of Mr. Bove will be a
stain on the U.S. Senate. And make no
mistake, we will rue the day—my col-
leagues will—if they vote for this
nominee.

And we should not in any way turn a
blind eye toward the other nominees
that will be before us for the district
court: Josh Divine, Maria Lanahan,
Jordan Pratt—all nominated to serve
as district court judges on the Federal
bench. They have made careers of cru-
sading against reproductive rights.

Judge Pratt wrote an amicus brief
supporting Florida’s 15-week abortion
ban. He called the procedure ‘‘bar-
baric’’ and ‘‘one of the most severe in-
vasions of personal rights imaginable.”

Judge Pratt went so far as to raise
questions not put before the court by
parties and invite the Florida attorney
general to intervene and weigh in on
these questions.

He wrote an opinion holding uncon-
stitutional a Florida law that allows
minors to seek abortions without pa-
rental consent through judicial waiv-
ers. The case didn’t require a court to
rule on the law’s constitutionality, but
Judge Pratt took it upon himself to do
S0.
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And Mr. Divine led and Ms. Lanahan
worked on Missouri’s legal challenge
against mifepristone. The science is
clear: Mifepristone is safe. Yet Mr. Di-
vine and Ms. Lanahan didn’t hesitate—
not at all—to challenge its approval.
And their court filing cited two re-
search studies, mere weeks after he
filed the complaint, that were re-
tracted due to a lack of scientific rigor,
problematic methodology, and undis-
closed bias.

Edward Artau, nominated for the
Southern District of Florida—the eth-
ical lapses on his part were undeniable
when he failed to recognize the obvious
conflict and recuse himself from his in-
volvement in a case involving the
President at a time when he poten-
tially was under consideration for a
nomination.

These nominations are unqualified.
They have revealed themselves to be
incapable to meet basic standards of
ethical conduct, judicial independence,
and, if confirmed, they would extend
the administration, in its reach into
the courts, in effect, cosigning the
President’s most destructive and dan-
gerous impulses, regardless of legality.

I urge my colleagues to join us in op-
posing these mnominees. Mr. Bove
should not be before this body, and I
hope my colleagues will recognize the
importance of standing strong and
speaking out and voting against his
nomination and the others that have
been made.

Mr. President, I yield to the senior
Senator from Illinois, the ranking
member of the Judiciary Committee,
our great colleague.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, first, I
thank the Senator from Connecticut
Senator BLUMENTHAL. He brings a level
of expertise and experience to the Judi-
ciary Committee and the Senate that
is really unmatched. He has been a
friend and a faithful participant in this
process and in all the time I have
served with him. I thank him for bring-
ing us together this evening.

Mr. President, last Friday, I was in
Chicago for the formal ceremonial in-
vestiture of a new Federal district
court judge named April Perry.

April Perry has an interesting story
that brought her to the bench. The
story starts with her nomination to
serve as U.S. attorney for the Northern
District of Illinois, which includes the
city of Chicago. She was extremely
well-qualified for that position and
went through the Judiciary Com-
mittee—at the time, I was chairing it—
and went through without a hitch. She
was approved and on the list of U.S. at-
torneys.

Now, historically, U.S. attorneys
were chosen by voice vote. When Presi-
dent Trump was in his first term in of-
fice, I believe he had around 90 U.S. at-
torneys spread all across the United
States, and all but one, perhaps—I am
trying to make sure I am accurate
here—all but one was approved by
voice vote.
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Now, look at what happens: To bring
a U.S. attorney before us is a much dif-
ferent process today.

What happened?

The Democrats gave President
Trump all of his U.S. attorney nomi-
nees in his first term, with perhaps one
exception, by voice vote. Now, it goes
through an elaborate, time-consuming
process. What happened?

The Vice President of the United
States happened.

Vice President JD VANCE, from the
State of Ohio, decided to come to the
floor during the Biden administration,
after we had approved 63 U.S. attor-
neys, and to object to a voice vote.
Now, he said, we are going to go
through the regular process. I don’t
like the way the Department of Justice
has treated the former President—at
the time, Donald Trump. So we are
going to insist you dot all the i’s and
cross all the t’s and go through the
process and take several days on each
one of the U.S. attorney nominees.

He made that decision after 63 had
been approved under Biden, and he
made it when April Perry was pending.
This was her chance—the Northern
District of Illinois—and JD VANCE said:
No, not the ordinary process, not a
voice vote. We are going to take our
time.

He applied the standard not just to
my U.S. attorney in Illinois but to his
own U.S. attorney in Cleveland, OH. He
was resolute: We are going to stop the
way this has been done in the past.

That was literally the end of the con-
sideration of U.S. attorneys under Joe
Biden. If that was his goal—JD VANCE’S
goal, the Vice President’s goal—he
achieved it.

So what happened next to April
Perry, a wonderfully qualified nominee
running for U.S. attorney? Well, we sat
down and decided that we didn’t want
to waste that talent. I went to her and
said: Would you consider the vacancy
for U.S. district court that is open
now? You have gone through the vet-
ting. You have gone through the back-
ground checks. The FBI has asked all
the hard questions. They interviewed
all the attorneys you have worked
with. Everyone finds you acceptable.
Would you consider the Federal bench?

And she said: Yes.

And she was approved. We had her
formal investiture this last Friday.

Those are happy occasions, and there
aren’t many of them, I am sure, in the
Federal courthouse—at least not of
this caliber.

District Court Judge Virginia Ken-
dall, who is the presiding judge over
the Northern District, called together
her colleagues to witness this inves-
titure, this happy day for a judge, April
Perry. She brought in about 30 Federal
district court judges from the Northern
District and a number from the ninth
district—or the seventh district—of the
appellate court. And it dawned on me,
as I attended this ceremony for April
Perry, that this has turned out to be an
important part of my Senate career.
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If you would have asked me when I
ran for the Senate, ‘“What about the
appointment of judges?” I would have
said, ‘“Well, that is fairly routine.” It
turns out it is not. It is more than rou-
tine. It is one of the more important
things you do because the men and
women chosen to serve in the Federal
court system, article III judges, are ap-
pointed for life—for life. To remove
them, you have to go through an im-
peachment through Congress to remove
a Federal court judge. That is how im-
portant it is. That is how permanent it
is—the permanent nature of it—and
that is why each selection makes a dif-
ference.

I looked at the 30 or so judges that
gathered and realized I had a hand in
appointing every single one of them
and many others too.

And so you go through that process a
number of times and you learn. I look
back now on all of the district court
judges that I have had a hand in choos-
ing, and, I will tell you, for two or
three, it was a mistake. If I had it to do
over again, I would have asked more
questions, and I would have had more
information on those who were chosen.
But that is over a span of 29 years—two
to three. Those who were approved,
dozens of others, have really done well,
and they have been praised for the job
that they did.

So when I was chairman of this com-
mittee—fortunate to have that oppor-
tunity—we approved, in a 4-year period
of time, a record number of Federal
court judges: 235.

President Trump, in his first term,
had done 234. We passed him by one
court judge, and I am proud of that be-
cause it was a lot of hard work.

In order to report a judge out of the
Judiciary Committee, every single
Democrat had to be in their seats for
every minute of the vote. There was no
proxy. You had to be there. And they
showed up, and Senator BLUMENTHAL
was one of those. Senator WELCH, who
has joined us now, was in the Judiciary
Committee. And I salute that.

Now, under the second term of Presi-
dent Trump, the rules are changing.
They weren’t very good in the first
round, and they are worse now.

The first Trump administration put
forward some of the most extreme judi-
cial nominees ever considered by the
Senate. Several Trump nominees had
little or no experience in a courtroom—
no litigation experience.

Would you hire a lawyer to take your
case to trial if they had never been in
a trial in their lives?

Three district court nominees—Kath-
ryn Mizelle, Justin Walker, and Sarah
Pitlyk won unanimous support from
committee Republicans, despite having
never tried a case.

Imagine you are going in a court-
room, you are presiding over a trial,
and you have never seen one; you have
never been in one. You may have seen
one on television. You keep looking for
Perry Mason and are wondering what is
next.
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That, unfortunately, was the reality
with many of these nominees in
Trump’s first term. Many Trump nomi-
nees took some unusual—if not con-
troversial, if not plain—wrong deci-
sions.

Lawrence VanDyke was a Ninth Cir-
cuit nominee. We asked him to affirm
that he would be fair—that he would be
fair to LGBTQ individuals. He wouldn’t
say it. He just couldn’t get the words
out of his mouth.

Michael Truncale, an Eastern Dis-
trict of Texas nominee, said of Presi-
dent Obama that he was an ‘‘un-Amer-
ican imposter.”” Those are the words of
this man seeking the Federal bench
about the former President. He said he
would ‘“bow to Arab sheiks and other
world leaders.”

Where did you find that nominee?

The first Trump administration put
forward—sget this now—10 judicial
nominees whom the American Bar As-
sociation found to be ‘‘not qualified’ to
serve on the Federal bench—10 of them.

Well, what does the American Bar
Association have to do with this?

Historically, the American Bar Asso-
ciation did its own background check
on nominees for the Federal bench.
Where would they go? Well, they would
go in the community. They would go to
the judges that this person has ap-
peared before. They would go to their
fellow attorneys. They would try to
find character references, and they
would dig deep.

They had some basic rules. You had
to have 10 years of experience as an at-
torney to even be considered for the
Federal bench, and then they rated
people ‘‘qualified,” ‘‘not qualified,”
“well qualified,” and such.

Over the strong objections of Senate
Democrats, eight of the ‘‘unqualified”
nominees proposed by President
Trump, in his first term, were con-
firmed by Senate Republicans. So even
when the American Bar Association
says you are ‘‘unqualified” to serve on
the bench, it didn’t discourage the loy-
alists supporting President Trump.

Incidentally, under the Biden admin-
istration, 235 Federal judges—how
many of them, DURBIN—give us the
truth here. How many of them were
found ‘‘unqualified”’? None. Every one
of the 235 were found ‘‘qualified” by the
American Bar Association.

As the former chairman of the com-
mittee said, ‘‘Elections have con-
sequences,” and I get it. So I under-
stand that the second Trump adminis-
tration is going to offer nominees clos-
er to him in political philosophy. But
President Trump seems intent on
outdoing himself by putting forth
nominees who are extreme, partisan,
and fundamentally unqualified.

Instead of finding more qualified ju-
dicial nominees, Attorney General
Bondi ordered the Justice Department
to stop cooperating with the American
Bar Association in rating nominees.
She didn’t want to run into the embar-
rassment that they did in the first
Trump term, with 10 of them being
found ‘‘unqualified.”
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So she said: The way to solve that
problem is not to find a better nomi-
nee; it is to get rid of the American Bar
Association. If they are not going to
give grade to these nominees, we don’t
have to worry about them being ‘‘un-
qualified.”

She overturned the practice that had
been in place for nearly 70 years, going
back to a fellow named Dwight David
Eisenhower. Both Republican and
Democratic Presidents have followed
the rule. But, now, the only qualifica-
tion President Trump looks for in his
judicial nominees—and he says as
much—is loyalty: Show me loyalty or
get the heck off the bench.

Look no further than Emil Bove’s
nomination to the Third Circuit. As a
senior official in the Justice Depart-
ment, Mr. Bove has done nothing but
cater to President Trump’s every
whim. It is no surprise that President
Trump said he nominated Mr. Bove be-
cause he said he will ‘‘do anything that
is necessary to make America great
again.”

For life—judge for life—show me loy-
alty, and you have got a position for
life.

Mr. Bove personally ordered the ter-
mination of Federal prosecutors who
put violent January 6 rioters in prison.

Understand what happened here. Men
and women, professional attorneys
working for the Department of Justice,
were given assignments: We have a
case we want you to pursue and pros-
ecute. It is this individual. Here is the
FBI background file. Go to work.

It turns out that these people who
once had stormed through that door
and went rifling through our desks and
aped for photographs, sitting in your
chair, Mr. President, on January 6—as
a result of their entering this building,
5 Capitol policemen died, and 140 were
assaulted.

Should they have been prosecuted?
You bet. Beat up on a cop, and you
should face the consequences. And they
did it, on January 6, in the name of
stopping the election the American
people had been involved in just weeks
before.

I was here, sitting in this chair, as
the head of the Capitol Police stood
where you are sitting, Mr. President,
and told us all: Stay calm. Stay in
your chairs. We are going to stay in
this room. This is a safe room.

He just said: Stay in your seats.

They grabbed Vice President Pence,
took him right out that door, and spir-
ited him off somewhere. But they left
us here.

Ten minutes later, the same police-
man stood up and said: New announce-
ment. Leave as quickly as possible. We
cannot keep this room secure.

The Senate of the United States of
America—the Capitol of the TUnited
States of America—was being run over
by demonstrators and insurrectionists.
They were beating up on the police,
smashing their heads into the wall and
between the door.

They were ultimately prosecuted for
it. The prosecutors, the assistant U.S.
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attorneys who were doing this job,
were treated in what way by President
Trump when he got back in office?
They were treated like they were the
ones who broke the law. The prosecu-
tors were accused of wrongdoing.

Well, it, unfortunately, is, in the
words of Mr. Bove, a ‘‘grave national
injustice,” he thinks it is, to prosecute
these demonstrators. He is wrong.

Grave injustice is what happened to
the police on that day. When asked to
justify his actions in firing these U.S.
attorneys who prosecuted these insur-
rectionists, Mr. Bove claimed ‘‘heavy-
handed tactics’” by prosecutors were
‘“‘equally unacceptable’ as physical vi-
olence against law enforcement. That
is an outrageous and offensive state-
ment by a man who wants to be a Fed-
eral judge for life at the second highest
court in the land.

Since January 7, 2021, there has been
an effort by the MAGA faithful to re-
write the history of January 6, but I
witnessed it, and many others did as
well.

The truth is this: The U.S. Capitol
was violently attacked by insurrection-
ists intent on overturning the 2020 elec-
tion results.

The truth is this: Five police officers
died, and more than 140 were injured
protecting this building, staff, the visi-
tors, and Members of Congress.

Mr. Bove also led the Justice Depart-
ment’s efforts to strike a corrupt bar-
gain with New York City mayor Eric
Adams. This is an outrage, what he did.
Mr. Bove stated that the charges would
be dropped against Mayor Adams with-
out prejudice so that Adams could ‘‘de-
vote full attention and resources to

illegal immigration and violent
crime.” In other words, President
Trump needed Mayor Adams to do his
bidding on his deportation policy.

In response, two staunch conserv-
atives resigned from the Justice De-
partment—Trump-appointed, interim
U.S. attorney Danielle Sassoon and
lead prosecutor Hagan Scotten.

Mr. Scotten wrote to Mr. Bove a
quote that will be famous for a long,
long time. Mr. BLUMENTHAL repeated
it, but I want to say it as well. Mr.
Scotten wrote to Mr. Bove, who wants
a lifetime appointment to the bench,
and said:

I expect you will eventually find someone
who is enough of a fool, or enough of a cow-
ard, to file your motion. But it was never
going to be me.

I don’t know Mr. Scotten, but I will
tell you, his words are persuasive and
compelling.

If that wasn’t enough, Mr. Bove
showed utter disdain for our courts. A
whistleblower stepped forward, gave
his name, and risked his future to tell
us what Mr. Bove had told to the attor-
neys working on the case against the
insurrectionists. According to this
credible whistleblower, who provided
ample documentation to back up his
claims, Mr. Bove told the Department
of Justice attorneys that they might
need to say ‘‘f you” to Federal courts
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that issue orders this administration
doesn’t agree with. That is the most
dangerous comment that a person in a
position of authority could make in the
executive branch, that they will ignore
the court orders that are issued against
them.

Yesterday, the Senate confirmed
Joshua Divine to the Federal bench—34
years old, received his law degree 9
years ago, litigated for 5 years. And be-
yond his troubling lack of experience,
he has taken some extreme positions.

He calls himself a zealot. He calls
himself a zealot when it comes to anti-
choice. This zealotry has been on full
display in his role as the Missouri so-
licitor general. He has challenged wom-
en’s ability in his State to access the
abortion drug mifepristone and has un-
dermined the decision of Missouri vot-
ers to codify abortion access in their
State constitution.

Also deeply troubling, Mr. Divine ar-
gued in favor of literacy tests at the
ballot box, saying that people who
““‘aren’t informed about issues or plat-
forms ... have no business voting.”
Where does that come from in Amer-
ica? Literacy tests. Where does that
come from? It comes from the era of
Jim Crow.

After the Civil War, when African
Americans were given citizenship and
an opportunity to vote, they were in-
timidated in many States when they
tried to. They had to answer questions:
How many bubbles in a bar of soap?
What do letters of marque and reprisal
mean in the Constitution?

Those are impossible questions for
anyone, including the lawyers and
Members of Congress, and yet off they
went. Why did they do it? To discrimi-
nate against Black voters. Well, it
turns out Mr. Divine believes that lit-
eracy tests should be restored.

It shouldn’t be controversial for any-
one to say that nominee has disquali-
fied himself. The fact that the body
confirmed Mr. Divine is outrageous.

These nominees are just the tip of
the iceberg. President Trump is going
to continue to nominate extreme and
unqualified individuals unless the Sen-
ate takes a stand.

If a few of the Senators—I am not
going to name names—who made state-
ments about principles and values will
stand by their own words when it
comes to the orders of the court, then
they will join us on a bipartisan basis
to stop these clearly unqualified indi-
viduals.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
Mr. Bove and all future nominees
whose only loyalty is to the President
and not the Constitution.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. KIM. Mr. President, I rise today
to voice my strong opposition to Emil
Bove’s nomination to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals. Mr. Bove is unquali-
fied, unfit, and undermines public trust
in our justice system. Every report
makes one thing clear: He puts politics
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over justice, loyalty to Donald Trump
above all else. We cannot give someone
like that a lifetime appointment.

I rise because more than 9 million
people that I represent—the people of
New Jersey—fall under the jurisdiction
of the Third Circuit. This nomination
has a direct impact on their lives, their
futures, and their rights. The people of
New Jersey deserve better. They have
had enough of corruption and political
gamesmanship and what we see so
clearly to be a system rigged for the
well-connected and the well-off.

Let me explain why this matters. In
times when so many feel the system is
working against them, courts serve as
a critical check on unchecked power.
Judges matter because their decisions
expand or restrict basic rights. They
shape the fate of immigrants seeking a
better life, influence our economy, and
they determine our safety and future.

The courts should reflect the promise
of America—a nation where the rules
apply equally no matter your wealth or
connections, where fairness guides jus-
tice. Emil Bove represents the oppo-
site. He is part of a broken system
where loyalty to politics and political
power trumps fairness and the law,
where connections and corruption un-
dermine justice.

Mr. Bove’s resume includes work as
an assistant U.S. attorney, prestigious
clerkships, experience in some of the
world’s most powerful law firms, but
that is not why he was nominated. He
was chosen for one singular reason,
which is his unwavering loyalty to
Donald Trump.

Throughout his career, Mr. Bove has
shown he is ethically unfit to be a pub-
lic servant. He fired career prosecutors,
including those working on January 6
investigations, simply because they
would not follow politically motivated
orders. He openly instructed subordi-
nates to defy court rulings to continue
deporting people without due process
and threatened, fired, and publicly dis-
paraged those who refused. This is not
public service; this is corruption dis-
guised as loyalty.

The pillars of our judicial system are
objectivity and independence. They en-
sure that justice is blind to politics.
But Mr. Bove has shown contempt for
those pillars.

Over 900 former DOJ attorneys have
signed a letter urging this Senate to
reject his nomination, calling him
unfit and unethical.

The Department of Justice must
stand for law, not partisan agendas.
And now we are asked to trust a nomi-
nee who has proven willing to defy the
law and undermine the courts them-
selves. The answer must be no.

Let me address a particularly trou-
bling experience that underscores the
corruption that Mr. Bove represents
when he sought to dismiss the case re-
garding New York Mayor Adams. This
is not just politics as usual; this is cor-
ruption that threatens the integrity of
the very justice system Mr. Bove seeks
to join, the kind of dealmaking, back-
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room, political gamesmanship that the
people of New Jersey are sick and tired
of. And I say this not just as a Senator
but as someone who challenged New
Jersey’s political status quo in Federal
district court and ultimately before
the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, this
very court.

Approving this nomination sends a
message that corruption and loyalty to
power trumps qualifications and fair-
ness. That is not the future I want for
my children, my State, or this country.

It doesn’t have to be this way. That
future is in the hands of this very body,
the U.S. Senate. New Jersey and this
country deserve better than Emil Bove.
America deserves a justice system it
can trust.

Let us vote no on Bove’s nomination
to the Third Circuit Court of Appeals.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I oppose
the appointment of Emil Bove to serve
on the Federal court.

You know, there are two issues. One
for any judge is temperament—abso-
lutely essential—where that judge has
to step back and not be partisan, has to
be fair to all litigants. Emil Bove to-
tally lacks the temperament to serve
on the Federal judiciary under any
President, under any administration.

In 2018, the Federal Public Defender
for the Southern District of New York
sent a letter to the Southern District
leadership detailing incredibly detailed
complaints from fellow defense attor-
neys about Bove. These are people that
worked with him in a professional ca-
pacity. This was before Bove was the
political figure that he has become.
They described him gratuitously as a
person who was vindictive, a pros-
ecutor version of a drunk driver, and
needing adult supervision. It was be-
cause of his conduct towards the people
he was working with in the judicial
system.

The reality that we all know is that
in the judicial system, fierce as you
may be as a prosecutor, determined as
you may be as a defense attorney, im-
partial as you want to be as a judge,
everyone has to cooperate to do their
job, not interfere with others, and to be
supportive of those who are doing the
work with you—your fellow prosecu-
tors, your fellow defense attorneys.
Bove couldn’t do that. He does not
have the temperament to serve in a
high judicial position.

Second and really most importantly,
Bove does not have respect for the rule
of law.

If you are in a litigation situation, as
prosecutors are, as trial attorneys are,
as public defense attorneys are, you
have an obligation to serve your client
fiercely, energetically. But what you
have as a shared responsibility, no
matter which role you have in the liti-
gation process, the judicial process, is
a respect for the rule of law and an ob-
ligation to act in accordance with the
ethics that apply to you in your serv-
ice.
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On June 24, Erez Reuveni, who was a
well-respected supervisor—and this is
about the Bove character—who had de-
fended Trump’s policies in his first ad-
ministration—this is a person who was
supportive of many of the policies that
then-President Trump was advocating.
He came forward with a very credible
whistleblower claim that Bove advo-
cated for violating court orders.

Bove reportedly said that the Depart-
ment of Justice should be prepared to
tell courts whose decisions they did not
like to “‘f off.”” He said that, and he
meant it. That is the truth. And that
was gratuitous but very reflective of
the orientation that Mr. Bove has to-
wards the law, and it is that the law is
incidental. His goals and the goals of
his now-client President Trump are the
only things that matter.

That also happened subsequently,
just very recently, with the transfer of
individuals to El Salvador in violation
of Chief Judge Boasberg’s oral order in
J.G.G. v. Trump. That is the case
where the judge gave an order stopping
the deportation, and Bove was
complicit in having that plane fly and
actually do what was directly in con-
flict with the order.

He also, as we know, instructed pros-
ecutors to drop the criminal case
against the New York City mayor Mr.
Adams. It was a blatant quid pro quo.

Bove has been an active participant
in political payback against the Janu-
ary 6 prosecutors and FBI agents who
were simply doing their jobs.

By the way, this is so appalling to
me. You are a prosecutor. You know
that if a prosecutor is assigned a case
in a large office like the Southern Dis-
trict of New York or in the Washington
district, the prosecutor’s job is to pros-
ecute that case.

Well, there were a number of prosecu-
tors who were assigned to prosecute
the January 6 cases, and, as you know,
Mr. President, that included people
who came in here and started beating
up on cops. That is what they did. And
those prosecutors did their job and
were then fired by Bove—no loyalty to
people who had the same job and the
same responsibility as he did.

He also—Mr. Bove—sought the names
of all FBI employees who worked on in-
vestigations into January 6. You know,
he stated that was part of an investiga-
tion about the weaponization of the
FBI against the January 6 rioters.

So he is part of the rewriting, the
whitewashing, of the history of Janu-
ary 6 that is the favored narrative of
President Trump.

But bottom line, Bove has made it
clear that he works for his political
boss, and that is the President. And the
question is not just about Bove. The
question is for us in the Senate who
have this real responsibility. We have
our partisan differences. We have our
honest policy differences. But we have
a shared responsibility when it comes
to the nomination of a person for a
Federal judicial position to evaluate
their qualifications for the job.
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And first and foremost among the
qualifications is that that individual
has to be someone who sees as his or
her client the Constitution of the
United States and the statutory rights
and obligations that citizens and com-
panies in this country have.

And what President Trump has made
very clear—uncomfortable as this may
be to acknowledge for many of us,
many of my colleagues on the Repub-
lican side who have to deal with the
wrath of a President who doesn’t get
everything he wants when he wants
it—the reality is that President Trump
himself has made it clear that the peo-
ple he wants appointed, that he will ap-
point to the court, are people who will
put him first, not the Constitution; to
put his political whims, his political
desires first.

He has got the right person in Bove,
but that is the wrong person for us to
confirm.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
there is a legend about a woman who
finds an injured snake by the side of
the path, and she picks it up to take
care of it. She brings it home. She
cares for it. She feeds it. She nurtures
it. It heals. She takes it back to put it
back into where she found it. And as
she does so, it bites her. And as its
venom goes through her veins and she
is dying, she asks the snake: Why did
you bite me? I cared for you. I fed you.
I nurtured you. I saved your life when
you were wounded.

And the snake said: It is my nature.
You knew that when you saved me.

For many of us, to our colleagues,
this is a ‘“‘mark my words’ moment
about an individual who will continue
to disgrace himself and the rule of law
if we put him on the bench. We know
that because, in 6 short months at the
Department of Justice, he has been in-
volved in three significant instances of
prosecutorial misconduct—not little
technical violations of a rule but truly
grotesque abuse of a prosecutor’s pow-
ers.

Not long ago, my Republican col-
leagues would have prevented even the
nomination of a character like this,
somebody with a lawless character for
the bench.

The mad dash to jam through this
nominee, first in the Judiciary Com-
mittee and now on the floor of the U.S.
Senate, is a new low for the way this
body handles its responsibility to vet
these lifetime appointments.

Let’s go through the prosecutorial
misconduct instances. This is a nomi-
nee who told a room full of DOJ law-
yers that if the courts didn’t back off
on restricting unlawful deportations,
they would have to tell courts—I won’t
use the word on the Senate floor—f
you.”

We know he said it. We know he said
it because it is abundantly corrobo-
rated in realtime communications
among the lawyers present who heard
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him say it. They talk about the ‘‘f
you’’ comment in contemporaneous
texts in that very matter. You really
don’t get—I am looking at a bunch of
lawyers around here—you really don’t
get better corroboration than that.
That is the corroboration that you
take to the defense counsel and say:
Maybe you should think about pleading
this case out.

Why would colleagues think someone
who would tell courts ‘‘f you,” someone
who does not believe a judge’s rulings
need to be followed, is fit to be a judge?

We are also on solid ground con-
cluding that this character lied to us
about it in committee. He said he
didn’t recall. That is a heck of a mem-
ory lapse, telling a room full of Depart-
ment of Justice lawyers that they
should be ready to tell courts ‘‘f you.”

Somehow—somehow—he seemed to
know that he would get away with it,
that he would not be forced by the ma-
jority to actually answer our ques-
tions.

He also said he never instructed any-
one to disobey a court order. Too cute
by half. What he said was: They should
be prepared to violate a court order.

And, by the way, they did. This is all
consistent with his lawless character.

He also cooked up an improper deal
in a criminal case against the mayor of
New York where they were going to
hang a suspended criminal prosecu-
tion—well-founded and grounded—over
the head of the mayor to assure his co-
operation with the Trump immigration
agenda in his city.

You don’t do that as a prosecutor.
That is unimaginably bad abuse of that
power.

We had the corroboration in the first
instance. What do we have here?

We have his own DOJ colleague call-
ing this effort a quid pro quo, calling it
an improper offer of immigration en-
forcement assistance in exchange for a
dismissal of his case. That was the
deal, the arrangement that was
reached.

And that colleague, the acting U.S.
attorney for the Southern District of
New York, then resigned rather than
go through with the rotten deal.

Not enough corroboration? Trump’s
border czar Tom Homan admitted the
scheme. He went on FOX News with
Mayor Adams and said—I am quoting
here, so excuse some of the language:

If he doesn’t come through, I'll be back in
New York City and we won’t be sitting on
the couch. I'll be in his office, up his butt
saying ‘“Where the hell is the agreement we
came to?”’

The agreement—the agreement to
hold back a prosecution in order to
force the mayor to go along with the
immigration agenda.

Not enough? OK. This nominee sepa-
rately tried to confect a fake criminal
investigation to allow an improper sei-
zure of funds that Congress had appro-
priated, obligated, and disbursed to the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.

You don’t invent fake prosecutions.
In this case, his office, the U.S. Attor-
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ney’s Office, said: There is no there
there. We can’t sign that pleading.

He drove out the criminal chief. The
rest of the lawyers also refused to sign.
The U.S. attorney went in himself, all
by himself, just a political appointee,
no Federal prosecutorial experience, no
idea what he was doing. The mag-
istrate judge shot him down.

Each one of those things is a giant
red flag in the Department of Justice,
and they all attach to this case.

A principle that prosecutors follow is
that you must not publicly disparage
subjects of your investigation. It is
enough that you have the law on your
side and the power of prosecution to
bring them to justice. You don’t throw
on a larding of disparagement. Bove’s
client in that matter, the EPA Admin-
istrator, made repeated public state-
ments accusing the fund and its admin-
istrators of being ‘‘corrupt” and
“‘criminal”’ and engaging in ‘‘kick-
backs,” ‘“‘theft,” and ‘‘graft.”” These ac-
cusations are defamatory, per se, under
the common law.

This person led these truly evil
abuses of DOJ’s powers. It is his na-
ture.

Those are the problems with the
nominee. Now let’s look at the prob-
lems with the process that got him
here. First, in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, he was prelicensed to refuse to
answer questions. The committee, the
majority, conceded something that
Congress has never conceded before:
that deliberative process and attorney-
client privilege overcome our constitu-
tional powers of oversight and advice
and consent.

Senator KENNEDY and I noted this in
our bipartisan report on Executive
privilege back in 2022. Here is our
quote:

Congress maintains that all other compo-
nents of executive privilege—
Besides Presidential
tions, which was at issue—

that the executive branch recognizes—in-
cluding deliberative process and attorney-
client privilege—are not constitutionally
grounded and therefore cannot supervene
Congress’s oversight authority.

To grease Bove through the com-
mittee, they threw all that history out
the window. And having made that as-
tounding concession, they then didn’t
even follow the rules for assertions of
these supposed privileges, neither as to
their scope where they apply and don’t
apply, nor as to what it takes to actu-
ally claim them.

These privileges need to be asserted,
and the witness never actually asserted
them. He probably didn’t actually as-
sert them because as a lawyer he
knows they didn’t actually pertain,
and he would have been mocked and
criticized for asserting those privileges
in this circumstance.

He knew from the free pass he had
been given not to answer questions
that he didn’t have to answer, and he
didn’t have to make the assertions.
With his nonanswers blessed in ad-
vance, he hid behind vague claims of
inappropriateness.

communica-
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That is not a privilege; that is not a
defense.

Attorney-client privilege and delib-
erative process privilege, even if they
pertain here, don’t apply to adminis-
trative decisions within a department.
And deliberative process—indeed, any
Executive privilege—does not apply
where the allegation is misconduct. We
just went through the three instances
of prosecutorial misconduct.

Again, from my report with Senator
KENNEDY, quoting the DC Circuit here:

The privilege ‘‘disappears altogether when
there is any reason to believe government
misconduct occurred.”’

The only Executive privilege that
Congress does recognize also requires
proximity to the President. It is not
applicable in ordinary Agency adminis-
tration, and the President must invoke
it, and he didn’t.

The Attorney General and the Dep-
uty Attorney General even showed up
at the hearing to give committee Re-
publicans the eyeball. The result was a
hearing that more resembled a racket-
eering from ‘‘The Godfather’” than a
nominations hearing from a circuit
court of appeals judgeship.

One last point, while this mischief is
going on in the Judicial Committee
and on the Senate floor, something else
is going on. This is a two-ring circus,
and the second ring is over at the DC
Circuit Court of Appeals where Trump
Judges Rao and Katsas, over objection,
stopped the court hearing into Bove’s
potential contempt in the deportation
cases. Obviously, there in court, under
oath, real answers would be achieved.

The administrative stay procedure
those Trump judges use usually only
last days. Justice Barrett recently
chided a court for an administrative
stay that lasted 2 weeks. These two
Trump judges have blocked Bove’s con-
tempt hearing for 3 months.

If my colleagues keep
rubberstamping Trump’s lawless nomi-
nees, he will just continue lowering the
bar, further degrading the judicial sys-
tem.

This has the earmarks of a coordi-
nated play, and I suspect very much
that we have not heard the end of this
as facts continue to come out in future
Judiciary Committee investigations
and in the contempt hearing of Judge
Boasberg.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, we have
an administration that is flouting the
law at every turn. Since being sworn
into office, Donald Trump has signed
dozens of Executive orders attempting
to do everything from ending birth-
right citizenship and eliminating the
Department of Education to invoking
the Alien Enemies Act to deport indi-
viduals without due process.

In the months since, lawyers defend-
ing these lawless actions in court have
been rebuffed time and again by judges
across the country, including judges
nominated by Donald Trump himself.
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Note that. Even Donald Trump’s nomi-
nated judges have said you can’t keep
making these kind of arguments before
me.

So, now, Trump has gone even fur-
ther by nominating to a lifetime judge-
ship a man who makes no secret of his
disregard for our courts and the rule of
law. And that man is Emil Bove.

Based on his nomination hearing and
a review of his background and the
record before us, Mr. Bove is unfit to be
a Federal judge because of his dis-
regard for the rule of law and his tem-
perament. There are so many red flags
regarding this nominee, as articulated
by my colleagues before me.

Mr. Bove has no respect for the rule
of law or the courts that uphold it.
This was made all too clear by a whis-
tleblower, a man who had the courage
to point out certain things about this
nominee. This courageous whistle-
blower is Erez Reuveni.

Mr. Reuveni was a career attorney at
the DOJ before he was fired by the
Trump administration for not lying to
the court that the administration
made a mistake in deporting Kilmar
Abrego Garcia to El Salvador. Note
this. He was fired because he told the
truth to the courts. He was expected to
lie to the court and say: Oh, the Trump
administration did not make a mistake
in Mr. Garcia’s case.

The facts prove otherwise.

Far from being a rogue partisan, Mr.
Reuveni spent 15 years at the Depart-
ment of Justice, including during the
first Trump administration, where he
received awards for his work defending
the administration’s policies in court.
Mr. Reuveni shared with the Judiciary
Committee that Mr. Bove, the nominee
before us, casually discussed ignoring
court orders at a meeting attended by
not just Mr. Reuveni but by a bunch of
other AGs in the Department of Jus-
tice.

So while Mr. Bove and my Repub-
lican colleagues would like us to focus
on whether Mr. Bove actually directed
the government to ignore a court order
at this fateful meeting, that focus
misses the point. According to Mr.
Reuveni, Mr. Bove said the Justice De-
partment would need to consider tell-
ing the courts ‘‘f you” if the court or-
dered the administration—the Justice
Department—to stop what they were
doing. Neither Mr. Bove nor anyone
else has denied the sequence of events.

Mr. Reuveni produced 100 pages of
documents and text messages sup-
porting his statement that under Bove,
DOJ lawyers were directed to prioritize
the President’s political agenda over
their legal and ethical obligations.

My Democratic colleagues and I tried
to ask Mr. Bove about these revela-
tions, but, unsurprisingly, he refused
to answer nearly all of the questions on
these points. As noted, he even cited
privileges that don’t even apply to him.
So we didn’t get much in the way of re-
sponses from Mr. Bove. As for the com-
mittee, rather than hold a hearing to
hear from this whistleblower under
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oath, Republicans on the Judiciary
Committee chose to rush through Mr.
Bove’s nomination, breaking precedent
by refusing to allow Democrats to even
speak on his nomination in committee.

I am sure people saw that the Demo-
crats on that committee walked out in
protest.

Beyond his disregard for the rule of
law, Mr. Bove also lacks the tempera-
ment to be a Federal judge. We expect
our Federal judges to be fair, to be ob-
jective. We don’t expect them to have
political axes to grind. But that is not
what we are going to get with Mr.
Bove.

One issue that is particularly impor-
tant to me is harassment and abuse of
law clerks and court staff by Federal
judges. Those with nearly absolute
power, like a Federal judge in their
Chambers, can do great harm to those
who work for them. That is why I in-
troduced a bipartisan, bicameral bill
aimed at addressing workplace harass-
ment in the Federal Judiciary. We
know this happens.

So this issue arises with regard to
Mr. Bove because of reports that he
was an abusive supervisor at the
Southern District of New York. In
other words, he is a supervisor who
abuses his power. When questioned, Mr.
Bove confirmed that a group of office
leaders recommended to the U.S. attor-
ney that he be removed as a supervisor
of the unit that he was leading. Ac-
cording to reports, this came after an
investigation and Mr. Bove only Kkept
his job after he pleaded to keep it.

It is, frankly, astounding that these
very busy prosecutors in the office that
he was in considered Mr. Bove’s behav-
ior so concerning that they went so far
as to investigate his behavior and rec-
ommend his removal. To clarify things,
I asked Mr. Bove, in questions for the
record, to send us copies of his per-
sonnel file. He refused.

Far from an independent, fairminded
jurist, Mr. Bove is willing to use what-
ever means he deems necessary to meet
the ends sought by Donald Trump.
There is absolutely no question that
the reason Mr. Bove came to President
Trump’s attention was his complete
loyalty to President Trump, which he
manifests clearly. This is a concern.
Don’t take my word for it.

I want to show you, Mr. President,
this is a letter signed by nearly 1,000—
1,000—former DOJ lawyers urging this
body to reject Mr. Bove’s nomination.
They wrote:

We, the undersigned, proudly defended the
rule of law as attorneys at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. We are all alarmed by DOJ
leadership’s recent deviations from constitu-
tional principles and institutional guard-
rails.

These almost 1,000 wrote—the letter
continues:

Emil Bove has been a leader in this as-
sault. Despite that, he now stands before you
as a nominee for a lifetime seat on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. . . . It
is intolerable to us that anyone who dis-
graces the Justice Department will be pro-
moted to one of the highest courts in the
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land, as it should be intolerable to anyone
committed to maintaining our ordered sys-
tem of justice.

They went on to remind us that each
of us in this body was elected by a
democratic process anchored by the
rule of law and urged us to protect the
rule of law by voting our conscience
and rejecting Mr. Bove’s nomination.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the letter I referred to be
printed in the RECORD.

There being mno objection, the
material was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

July 16, 2025.

CHAIRMAN GRASSLEY, RANKING MEMBER
DURBIN, AND MEMBERS OF THE SENATE JUDICI-
ARY COMMITTEE:

We, the undersigned, proudly defended the
rule of law as attorneys at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ). We are all alarmed by
DOJ leadership’s recent deviations from con-
stitutional principles and institutional
guardrails. We also share a grave concern
over the senseless attacks on the dedicated
career employees who are the backbone of
the Department.

Emil Bove has been a leader in this as-
sault. Despite that, he now stands before you
as a nominee for a lifetime seat on the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. We
ask that before the Judiciary Committee
votes on this nomination, you rigorously ex-
amine the actions Mr. Bove has taken at
DOJ and the effects they’ve had on the De-
partment’s integrity, employees, and mis-
sion-critical work. It is intolerable to us
that anyone who disgraces the Justice De-
partment would be promoted to one of the
highest courts in the land, as it should be in-
tolerable to anyone committed to maintain-
ing our ordered system of justice.

Few actions could undermine the rule of
law more than a senior executive branch offi-
cial flouting another branch’s authority. But
that is exactly what Mr. Bove allegedly did
through his involvement in DOJ’s defiance of
court orders, as described by former senior
DOJ attorney Erez Reuveni in his whistle-
blower disclosure—the details of which are
supported by contemporaneous communica-
tions between Department attorneys. Such
behavior, if susbstantiated, should not be
countenanced.

As a 1b-year attorney at the Department
who was promoted under this Administra-
tion, Mr. Reuveni litigated some of the most
divisive cases the Department has ever de-
fended, many under President Trump. But he
knew, as all attorneys should know, that the
ethical requirement to zealously represent
one’s client is not absolute; the duty of can-
dor to the court must always come first. Mr.
Reuveni refused to violate that duty—a
choice that cost him his job.

The risks Mr. Reuveni took by later blow-
ing the whistle should inspire everyone com-
mitted to preserving the rule of law. We all
applaud his bravery, and we stand ready to
support any DOJ employee who uses the
proper channels to hold our government ac-
countable.

Even putting aside the information that’s
surfaced about internal deliberations involv-
ing Mr. Bove, his denial that he sought to
defy court orders strains credulity. Ques-
tioned repeatedly over whether he told DOJ
attorneys to consider saying ‘‘fuck you” to
courts, he mustered only an ‘I don’t recall.”
Each one of the undersigned would testify,
under oath, that we have never—and would
never—tell a Justice Department attorney to
consider defying a court order. Moreover, the
Justice Department’s later defiance of judi-
cial mandates in the cases where Mr. Bove
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previewed doing so further suggests that dis-
regarding court orders was Mr. Bove’s intent
all along.

Mr. Reuveni is far from the only DOJ at-
torney who has faced unconscionable ethical
challenges of Mr. Bove’s design. When Mr.
Bove directed prosecutors in the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the Southern District of New
York (SDNY) and DOJ’s Public Integrity
Section to dismiss the case against New
York Mayor Eric Adams, his actions gave
the appearance of impermissible political
considerations stemming from President
Trump’s immigration agenda. Former SDNY
prosecutor Hagan Scotten encapsulated the
problem in his resignation letter: ‘“No sys-
tem of ordered liberty can allow the Govern-
ment to use the carrot of dismissing charges,
or the stick of threatening to bring them
again, to induce an elected official to sup-
port its policy objectives.

Mr. Bove’s trampling over institutional
norms in this case, and in others, sent
shockwaves through the ranks—cratering
morale, triggering mass departures, and
eroding the effectiveness of DOJ’s vital
work. Prosecutorial authority carries pro-
found consequences on individuals’ lives and
the integrity of our public institutions;
wielding it without impartiality is a flagrant
abuse of that power. Because impartiality is
also a cornerstone of the judiciary, any fail-
ure to exercise it at DOJ must be carefully
considered.

Mr. Bove’s apparent lack of impartiality
was also on full display when he punished
those who pursued justice after the January
6 assault on the Capitol. Following President
Trump’s repeated promises of retribution,
Mr. Bove directed the termination of over a
dozen of those prosecutors. He also called for
the firings of eight senior FBI officials who
were involved in January 6-related investiga-
tions and sought the names of thousands
more FBI agents for possible ‘‘additional
personnel actions.” Purging dedicated public
servants for following the law was a betrayal
of DOJ’s law-enforcement principles and an
affront to democratic values. Because Mr.
Bove oversaw the investigation of January 6
suspects himself as an Assistant United
States Attorney, it was also a breathtaking
act of hypocrisy.

Each of you was elected through a demo-
cratic process that, for nearly 250 years, has
been anchored by the rule of law. But the law
is only as strong as the institutions that in-
terpret and enforce it; foremost among them,
the federal judiciary and the Department of
Justice. By elevating those who’ve degraded
one of those institutions to lifetime seats on
the other, you will have abrogated your duty
to ensure that we remain a nation of laws.

We ask that you vote your conscience only
after thoroughly and honestly investigating
Mr. Bove’s actions at the Justice Depart-
ment, including by questioning current and
former DOJ employees with information rel-
evant to the aforementioned incidents and
others. We also urge you to zealously exer-
cise your oversight powers to protect the
Justice Department against further attacks.

Thank you for your shared respect for our
justice system—and your consideration of
our deep concern for its future.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, for all
the reasons provided by me and my col-
leagues before me on the Democratic
side, I urge my colleagues to join me in
defending the rule of law by not put-
ting into a lifetime appointment some-
body who thinks that he can ignore
court orders and certainly not by say-
ing ““f you” to the courts; that that
person not be confirmed by this body.
We need to do our jobs by rejecting this
nominee.
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I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. President, the Sen-
ate this week is considering a nominee
so patently unfit to be a Federal judge,
so lacking in the temperament, integ-
rity, and judgment to serve as an arbi-
ter of the Nation’s laws, that the cho-
rus of opposition has grown deafening
and the facts revealing his unfitness
for office are too voluminous to be ig-
nored.

I am speaking, of course, of Emil
Bove, the lawyer whose misconduct
was so egregious, his fellow prosecutors
in the Southern District of New York
thought he should be demoted; some-
one whose management of cases was so
flawed that a Federal judge not only
concluded that his team had misled the
court but that it withheld exculpatory
evidence. The court then ordered the
case dismissed, and the Southern Dis-
trict prosecutor’s office didn’t even
bother to try to refile the case. It was
that tainted by Mr. Bove’s leadership
of that team.

After Bove left the U.S. Attorney’s
Office under the threat of demotion, he
became one of Donald Trump’s crimi-
nal defense lawyers, losing the hush
money payment to a porn star case in
which Donald Trump is convicted of
dozens of felonies.

Bove, though, turned that loss and
his blind obedience to Trump into a top
position at the Department of Justice.
And now, for the past months, it seems
like every time there has been an abuse
of power at the Justice Department,
Emil Bove either directed it, super-
vised it, or carried it out himself.

When Donald Trump wanted to purge
the Justice Department of prosecutors
who worked diligently to investigate
the January 6 insurrection, Bove was
the instrument of his vengeance. When
Trump wanted to purge the Depart-
ment of prosecutors who proved to ju-
ries beyond a reasonable doubt that the
violent offenders who attacked police
officers that day did so to interfere
with the peaceful transfer of power,
Emil Bove was there to punish not the
criminals but the prosecutors.

When Stephen Miller and then-FBI
Director Nominee Kash Patel worked
to carry out an additional purge of ca-
reer FBI officials who worked on the
January 6 investigations, Emil Bove
was there too.

Earlier this year, when the Trump
administration wanted a justification
to freeze grants already approved from
the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
and they wanted to trump up some jus-
tification—some rationale for trying to
prevent the distribution of these
funds—whom did they turn to? Well, of
course, they turned to Emil Bove. He
and then-U.S. Attorney Ed Martin
pressured the head of the Criminal Di-
vision for the DC U.S. Attorney’s Office
to open a criminal investigation into
the fund. But there was a problem.
There was no evidence of criminal ac-
tivity. There was no probable cause.
There was no predication.
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How do we know this? How do we
know the opening of this case or the
threat of opening this case was bogus?
Because the Chief of the Criminal Divi-
sion in that office resigned rather than
comply with this unethical edict.

When Trump’s DOJ sought to dismiss
a serious and credible corruption case
against the mayor of New York Eric
Adams, who was the one who ordered
career prosecutors to drop the case?
That is right, Emil Bove.

Time after time, we have seen career
public servants stand up to abuses of
power like this and refuse to obey,
leaving careers they loved at the Jus-
tice Department rather than be part of
Bove’s perversion of justice.

I served for almost 6 years in the Jus-
tice Department. I know the sense of
mission that the lawyers in that De-
partment feel and how much they love
serving and appearing before a court
and introducing themselves on behalf
of the United States. It is not a job
that people give up easily or for no rea-
son. I also know that, when put in the
position of choosing to follow their
ethics and the law or choosing to obey
a dishonorable and dishonest instruc-
tion from a supervisor, yes, they will
resign their posts, and so many have.

Acting U.S. Attorney Danielle Sas-
soon was ordered by Bove to dismiss
the indictment against Eric Adams. In
refusing, she called it what it was: an
“improper offer of immigration en-
forcement assistance in exchange for
the dismissal of his case’”—in other
words, a quid pro quo.

I just want to underscore for people
what this means and how astonishingly
abnormal and unethical this action
was.

The Justice Department intervened
in a criminal case in New York over
the objection of the prosecutors han-
dling the case, including the acting
U.S. attorney, to dismiss that corrup-
tion case against a public official, not
because there was a lack of evidence—
they didn’t even try to claim that—not
because there was any prosecutorial
misconduct—they didn’t even try to
argue that—but because he was useful
to the President on his immigration
policy. It is an edict from Bove that
says: If you do the President’s bidding,
we have got your back; we will make
your corruption case go away—a quid
pro quo.

Now, interestingly, they didn’t want
it to go away completely. They wanted
it to go away without prejudice—that
is, so they could bring it back if he
didn’t do exactly what the President
wanted. Anyone who has ever served in
the Justice Department can tell you
just how unethical that is.

Rather than obey those orders from
Bove, Acting U.S. Attorney Sassoon re-
signed, and many others followed.

One of them said:

I expect you will eventually find someone
who is enough of a fool or . .. a coward to
file your motion. But it was never going to
be me.

No, it didn’t have to be him because
it was enough for Emil Bove. He is
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there whenever Donald Trump needs
someone to carry out his will, regard-
less of ethical or even legal consider-
ations. And dedicated public servants,
career prosecutors are standing up,
willing to risk their jobs and willing to
risk retaliation by a vindictive Presi-
dent.

Some of those brave attorneys have
come to our committees as whistle-
blowers. In one case, Erez Reuveni, a
15-year veteran at the Department who
worked in both Republican and Demo-
cratic administrations, shared with our
committee that Emil Bove told DOJ’s
lawyers that they would need to con-
sider telling the courts ““‘f you’ and ig-
nore any such court order that might
get in the way of the Trump adminis-
tration’s strategy of rapid deportation
without due process. In fact, Bove’s
lawyers at the DOJ would go on to lie
to the judge and violate court orders,
prompting the judge to issue an order
to show cause why they should not be
held in contempt.

Senator WHITEHOUSE is exactly right:
The court of appeals has delayed that
hearing on the order to show cause why
those lawyers under Bove’s supervision
should not be held in contempt. And
my colleagues here want to rush this
thing through. Well, what will they say
if the judge finds that Bove and others
at the Justice Department willfully ig-
nored court orders? What will they say
once they have given him a lifetime
tenure on the court of appeals?

During Bove’s confirmation hearing,
I asked him about his ‘“‘f you” instruc-
tion, and he made the dubious claim
that he couldn’t recall. Now, that is re-
markable. It is not like we are talking
about events that happened 10 years
ago. This was, like, 2 months ago, just
a few weeks ago. I think I would re-
member if I had told other lawyers
that we should say ‘‘f you” to the
courts.

So either he instructs them fre-
quently to say ‘‘f you’” to the courts,
such that he wouldn’t remember this
particular occasion, or he is being dis-
honest with us. But his use of that vul-
gar injunction was corroborated by
other DOJ lawyers in text messages. So
we really don’t need to wonder about
this.

As one DOJ lawyer texted another:

Guess it’s find out time on the ‘“‘f you.”

Well, now it is ‘“‘find out” time for
the U.S. Senate, when we find out
whether we are willing to confirm just
anybody—no matter how unfit, no mat-
ter how terrible the record, no matter
how abundant the evidence. It is “‘find
out” time for the U.S. Senate.

What was Bove’s role in tasking the
DOJ and the FBI to scour old Epstein
files and flag mentions of Donald
Trump? I know my colleague Senator
BOOKER has tried to find out, and Sen-
ator DURBIN has tried to find out. We
don’t know because Bove refuses to tell
us, but we do know that his fellow
criminal defense lawyer, Todd
Blanche—he and Blanche were the two
lawyers who represented Trump in that
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““hush money payment to a porn star”
case. Todd Blanche is now rushing to
meet with Epstein’s chief cocon-
spirator in jail. It is self-evident that
Blanche is there to represent the Presi-
dent’s personal interests, not the
public’s interest, and Bove represents
exactly the same problem.

With Bove’s nomination, we are
about to find out if Republicans are
content to give a man so routinely in
defiance of the rule of law a lifetime
job of interpreting it on behalf of mil-
lions of Americans.

We wanted to hear from those whis-
tleblowers like Erez Reuveni, who is
just one of the hundreds of public serv-
ants who is speaking out, but Repub-
licans have declined our request for
testimony and additional hearings,
even as they have rushed to jam
through this nomination for a lifetime
position. Sadly, we will all have a life-
time to regret it.

Like so many of his unfit Cabinet
nominees, Donald Trump is daring Sen-
ate Republicans to oppose him. I hope
and pray they will because the pattern
is clear: Emil Bove takes orders from
Donald Trump, and that is it. His only
merit is blind obedience, not to the law
but to the President, and not just to
any President but one who is also a
convicted felon.

So I urge my colleagues to look at
Bove’s record of disrespect for the law
and reject this dangerous nominee.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I have
seen something I haven’t seen since I
have been on the Judiciary Committee,
which is a complete chorus of con-
demnation of a circuit court judge. We
have had every single person express an
interest in coming down here from the
Democratic members of that com-
mittee to condemn our moving forward
at such a rapid pace on this nomina-
tion.

Now, I would love to just leave it
there, but there is something that
needs to be even more urgently focused
on because, as much as it might seem
that this is Democrat v. Republican, I
am very happy to see already that
some Republicans—not enough for us
to stop this nomination, but this will
be a bipartisan group of opponents. It
is rare, in this time of fierce partisan-
ship, to see some Republicans looking
at the evidence, looking at what Mr.
Bove has said, looking at what Mr.
Bove has done, looking at how he has
insulted the very office that he hopes
to hold of a judge and a judge’s orders.
People who are looking objectively at
the facts are starting to see that this
would be a terrible mistake in a bipar-
tisan way. That gives me some hope
that, with the hours left on the clock,
perhaps others, too, will take the time
to understand a few things.

One, clearly, I believe and others, not
just Democrats but career prosecutors,
career public defenders—we have seen
judges, and we have seen so many peo-
ple come forward from both sides of the
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aisle to say this is wrong, that it would
be wrong for the Senators to do this.
This is why we are starting to see some
Republicans show more interest and, at
least, more than one come forward and
say they will not support this nominee.
It is because the facts are so glaringly
clear that this is someone who has no
respect for the rule of law, that this is
someone who has shown no tempera-
ment to be a judge, that this is some-
one who has been condemned for his
lack of ethics, who has withheld excul-
patory evidence as a prosecutor, who
has been given the worst Brady viola-
tion condemnation from a judge. There
are so many things that are troubling
about this individual that, on the face
of it, it is why so many career profes-
sionals are coming forward to say that
we should not be moving forward.

The second reason people are having
pause is that we are rushing this nomi-
nation before questions are answered.
Too many people are moving too
quickly on the other side of the aisle to
get this done before questions are an-
swered, before information is obtained
for the record. This body, which is sup-
posed to be deliberative and is supposed
to advise and consent, should not be
moving forward if they are to honor
the obligations that we have.

Let me give the multiple reasons as
to why we are moving too quickly
without information on substantive
things, which should raise alarms for
all of my colleagues.

We asked to hear the testimony of a
whistleblower who came forward with
tangible evidence—texts and emails—
showing that Emil Bove instructed the
DOJ’s attorneys to ignore a court order
if it impeded Trump’s agenda. Bove
said “‘f you” to the courts. Republicans
on the Senate Judiciary Committee re-
fused to hold a hearing to meet with
this whistleblower, who is not a Demo-
crat but a career prosecutor. Instead,
we saw the vote being rammed through
the committee.

Senator Kim and Senator
BLUMENTHAL and members on the
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, which has over-
sight on the question of whether DHS
violated a court order, asked the whis-
tleblower to testify before them under
oath. That committee has also not con-
cluded its oversight. It is just a stun-
ning and alarming fact that my col-
leagues on the Republican side have
disregarded the credible account of
someone who dedicated 15 years to pub-
lic service and jeopardized their career
and reputation to come forward at a
time when people who step forward and
tell the truth often face real reprisals.

In 2018, many former Southern Dis-
trict of New York prosecutors took the
unprecedented step of alerting Emil
Bove’s supervisors to his unethical con-
duct as a prosecutor, calling him the
“‘drunk driver of prosecutors,” saying
that he was reckless and dangerous in
the way that he went about prosecu-
tions. This is an unprecedented step of
former SDNY prosecutors.
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Two years later, Emil Bove was re-
sponsible for the biggest Brady viola-
tion in the Southern District of New
York’s history. He withheld excul-
patory evidence, resulting in the DOJ’s
having to toss out a case after a guilty
verdict. His actions were so egregious
that the judge used them as an exam-
ple of what a prosecutor should never
do. Many of my colleagues and I on the
Judiciary Committee have requested
more information from the Southern
District of New York about his tenure.
We still have not gotten it. Yet we are
moving forward.

No. 3, finally, after receiving credible
information of Emil Bove’s role in the
Trump administration’s burying of evi-
dence about what is going on right
now—the man who was in the central
position to know what was going on
with the Epstein files—we have made
legitimate requests to him about this,
and he has not responded. There are so
many questions about Mr. Trump’s in-
terest in hiding whatever their files are
and in contradicting themselves. Hi-
ther there are truckloads of evidence
and lists or there are not, but Emil
Bove was the Acting in the Justice De-
partment, at the time, and now we
have even more reason to question
Emil Bove.

Just hours ago, it was revealed that
the DOJ told Donald Trump that his
name appears many times in those
files. Emil Bove was the top official at
the DOJ, who also happens to be
Trump’s personal lawyer. We should
know what his role was in reversing
course on releasing those files. It would
be unconscionable for the Senate to
move forward with his confirmation
with those answers not being provided.

As I told the Judiciary Committee,
there is a false urgency around this
nominee. The only reason for this ur-
gency is that the President wants his
loyalists on the Federal bench without
facing any more scrutiny as to what he
knows and what his role was. Even
without answering these questions,
there is more than enough in his record
that disqualifies Bove from having a
lifetime appointment to one of the
courts. But let’s go one more—January
6.

Bove’s role in the Trump administra-
tion’s effort to erase the tragic events
of the January 6 attack on the Capitol
is disqualifying.

As one of his first official acts,
Trump pardoned nearly 1,600 people
who attacked this Capitol, including
200 people who violently assaulted law
enforcement officers. Bove was one of
the highest ranking officials at DOJ.
He said under oath that he advised the
President on these pardons.

Then he turned from freeing dan-
gerous people convicted of assaulting
police officers from prison to pun-
ishing—punishing—the dedicated law
enforcement agents who investigated
those cases. Bove wrote a memo saying
that prosecuting those who attacked
the Capitol was a ‘‘grave national in-
justice,” so he went after those pros-
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ecutors. He fired those Federal pros-
ecutors and FBI agents who worked on
the January 6 investigation. Bove then
demanded a list of every single FBI
employee who touched one of those
cases and in doing so exposed thou-
sands of law enforcement officials to
potential retribution by the pardoned
and dangerous January 6 offenders.
They are now roaming free.

Several of these prosecutors reached
out to my Republican colleagues and
wanted to share their concerns, but not
one person agreed to meet with them.

The President can nominate judges
to the courts, but—and this is crit-
ical—he can only do so by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate. This
is a constitutional duty imposed on
this House, and it requires us, every
single Senator, to fully and fairly con-
sider every nominee.

Willful ignorance does not excuse any
of us from our responsibility to seek
the truth. It does not excuse us from
our constitutional duty to provide ad-
vice and consent.

I plead with my colleagues: Look at
the facts. Give it your scrutiny. Ana-
lyze this nominee. Look at his record.

Emil Bove has shown time and time
again his disrespect for the very office
he seeks to hold. For God’s sake, we
have a whistleblower who brought tes-
timony, receipts, texts, and emails
showing that Bove said—despite the
fact that he denied it in our hearings—
“f you” to court orders. He withheld
evidence that could have helped to re-
lease an innocent person or a defend-
ant. He broke his code of conduct. He
broke his ethics. He advised on the
January 6 pardons and then fired the
dedicated law enforcement agents who
investigated and prosecuted violent in-
surrectionists. And now he has critical
information regarding the Epstein
files.

There is a lot of pressure these days
to hastily push a person through who
cannot be trusted on the Federal
bench. There is a lot of pressure these
days to rubberstamp nominees. There
is a lot of pressure these days to look
the other way even though the evi-
dence is clear. There is a lot of pressure
these days. But some of my Republican
colleagues have broken and are stand-
ing despite the pressure and are saying
this person does not belong on the
bench. I am grateful that some of my
Republican colleagues are standing up
and doing the right thing.

There is a lot of pressure these days.
There are a lot of threats. The Presi-
dent has put enormous pressure on peo-
ple in the Republican Party who stand
up and do the right thing.

Yet I have seen profiles in courage.
In the first Trump administration, I
saw it numerous times. I can tell you
their names—Corker, Flake. I saw my
colleagues who, in times of great dis-
tress, stood up when we had a trial
here—multiple people said the Presi-
dent was guilty; who voted against
judges who were not fit for the highest
office in the land; who voted against
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nominees for his administration. I have
seen time and time again the courage
of Republicans in times of distress.

I don’t know of another case I have
seen in my 14 years in the Senate
where someone so unqualified for the
bench is before us. But somehow, right
now, it just seems to be too few Repub-
licans willing to stand up with the
courage of their convictions to call it
like it is, to do their constitutional
duty, to look squarely at the qualifica-
tions of this judge and see what profes-
sionals, prosecutors, judges by the hun-
dreds from both parties have come for-
ward and said to this body: Do not let
him go forward.

There are just a few hours left before
our final vote on this nominee. This is
a time for another profile of courage. 1
am hoping my Republican colleagues
will look at the evidence and join with
the conclusion held by so many patri-
ots in our country and not let this man
get to one of our highest courts in the
land.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). The Senator from Con-
necticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,

as we close this colloquy, I want to
thank my colleagues who have come to
the floor: Senators DURBIN, KiM,
WELCH, WHITEHOUSE, HIRONO, SCHIFF,
and now my great friend and colleague
Senator BOOKER.

To my Republican friends, let me
just say that there is ample evidence
on the record already to say no to this
nominee. But even if you disagree,
what is undeniable here is the point
that Senator BOOKER just made and
that I made at the very beginning: This
record is incomplete. The questions are
unanswered.

Just today, I wrote to Attorney Gen-
eral Bondi about the report and inves-
tigation that was done by the Office of
Professional Responsibility. We have
had no access to it. It was done because
of a conclusion by the court in a case
before it between 2019 and 2021 in the
Nejad case that criticized Mr. Bove for
offering little in the way of supervision
when material was denied to the de-
fendant and the case had to be dis-
missed. The extent and scope of that
investigation has never been disclosed.
That is just one example of material
that we have a right to see that raises
questions that we should insist on
being answered.

That letter almost certainly will
never get a response—certainly not in
time for our vote. But my Republican
colleagues will be haunted by those
questions. They will be compelled to
answer those questions one day to
their conscience because this nominee
is different.

This nominee should be rejected.

I yield the floor.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the next
rollcall vote occur.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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VOTE ON SZABO NOMINATION

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Szabo nomina-
tion?

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. I ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. McCON-
NELL), the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN), and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.”

The result was announced—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 432 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Bud_d Hoeven Risch
Caplpo Husted ) Rounds
Casgldy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johqson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford .
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune .
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
Fischer Moran
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester K@m Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell IL{IO_]?UChaP Slotkin
oons ujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \Sélétgouen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
Britt Mullin Tillis
McConnell

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
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move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 131, Mat-
thew Lohmeier, of Arizona, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Air Force.

John Thune, Ted Budd, Katie Boyd Britt,
Todd Young, Roger Marshall, Tommy
Tuberville, Deb Fischer, Shelley Moore
Capito, John Barrasso, Tim Scott of
South Carolina, Steve Daines, Marsha
Blackburn, Eric Schmitt, Pete
Ricketts, Mike Crapo, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, Tim Sheehy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the mandatory
quorum call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Matthew Lohmeier, of Arizona, to be
Under Secretary of the Air Force, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. McCON-
NELL), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN), and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 433 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Banks Graham Moreno
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blackburn Hagerty Paul
Boozman Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford .
Crapo Lee Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune .
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
Fischer Moran
NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elql}uchar Slotkin
oons ujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \S’I;;tgllonen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—4
Britt Mullin Tillis
McConnell
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

RICKETTS). On this vote, the yeas are
49, the nays are 47. The motion is
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The
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The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Matthew Lohmeier, of Ari-
zona, to be Under Secretary of the Air
Force.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session and be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO REAGAN BLACKBURN

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Reagan Blackburn, an intern
in my Aberdeen, SD, office, for all of
the hard work she has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several weeks.

Reagan is a graduate of Aberdeen
Central High School in Aberdeen, SD.
Currently, she is attending Dartmouth
College in Hanover, NH, where she is
majoring in government and environ-
mental studies. She is a hard worker
who has been dedicated to getting the
most out of her internship experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Reagan for all of the fine
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.

———

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL ACT

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, on
July the Fourth, President Trump
signed into law the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act. The centerpiece of this legis-
lation is a permanent extension of the
2017 tax law, thereby averting the larg-
est tax hike in American history with-
out a vote of Congress.

In addition to this, the bill rolls back
the Biden administration’s Green New
Deal. This includes pairing back super-
charged green subsidies enacted by my
Democrat colleagues as part of the so-
called Inflation Reduction Act.

I have long been a strong proponent
of developing alternative energy re-
sources as part of an all the above en-
ergy strategy.

I am proud to be the original author
of the wind production tax credit.
When Congress enacted that credit in
1993, less than one-tenth of 1 percent of
U.S. electricity production came from
wind. Today, it is over 10 percent. And
in my home State of Iowa, it is over 60
percent. Wind development has been an
unquestionable success.

My view has always been that tax in-
centives intended to spur fledgling in-
dustries shouldn’t last longer than nec-
essary. That is why in 2015 I worked
with both the wind and solar industries
to phase out their credits over a period
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of years. Unfortunately, the Democrats
so-called Inflation Reduction Act re-
versed course and supercharged these
credits once more.

As part of the One Big Beautiful Bill,
much like I did in 2015, I worked with
my colleagues to provide wind and
solar an appropriate glidepath for the
orderly phase-out of the tax credits.

Many of my colleagues advocated
pulling the rug out from wind and solar
projects, but I worked to find a sensible
compromise. Based on that com-
promise, the law’s December 31, 2027,
placed-in-service requirement for wind
and solar facilities is only effective for
“facilities the construction of which
begins after the date which is 12
months after the date of enactment.”

This change is intended to grant the
wind and solar industries a yearlong
transition to confidently move forward
with planned projects under the exist-
ing continuity safe harbor and the be-
ginning of construction guidance in ef-
fect at the time of the law’s enact-
ment.

The statute expressly codifies what it
means to ‘‘begin construction.” Con-
gress consciously elected to set the
provisions effective date by reference
to “‘beginning of construction” because
of its long- and well-established mean-
ing at the time of enactment. Treasury
guidance with respect to when con-
struction begins, along with its con-
tinuity safe harbor, goes back more
than a decade.

It is simply common sense for Con-
gress to look to a well-understood and
long-established term in establishing
such a transition period. After all, the
purpose of a transition period is to
allow industry time to adjust to new
rules and requirements and avoid mar-
ket disruptions.

As the Department of the Treasury
works to implement the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill, I urge agency officials to do
so in accordance with the statute as
written and consistent with congres-
sional intent.

————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

July 23, 2025

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
25642, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Bulgaria for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $620 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-42

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Bulgaria.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $20 million.

Other $600 million.

Total $620 million.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): Three (3)
Link-16 Multifunctional Informational Dis-
tribution System—Joint Tactical Radio Sys-
tems.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will also be included:
tactical Naval Strike Missiles (NSM); inert
NSM handling; telemetered NSM; oper-
ational, inert NSM; mobile fire control cen-
ters with associated communications equip-
ment; mobile missile launch vehicles with
associated communications equipment; NSM
transport loading vehicles; NavStrike-M
Global Positioning System receiver; oper-
ator trainer consoles; Simple Key Loaders
(SKL); and associated support including but
not limited to technical publications, train-
ing documentation, technical data packages,
support equipment, software support spare
parts, training, training simulators, integra-
tion services, and U.S. government and origi-
nal equipment manufacturer technical as-
sistance; and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (BU-P-
AAL).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 21, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Bulgaria—Naval Strike Missile Coastal
Defense System

The Government of Bulgaria has requested
to buy a Naval Strike Missile Coastal De-
fense System (NSM CDS), including three (3)
Link-16 Multifunctional Information Dis-
tribution System—Joint Tactical Radio Sys-
tems (MIDS-JTRS) and the following non-
MDE items: tactical Naval Strike Missiles
(NSM); inert NSM handling; telemetered
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NSM; operational, inert NSM; mobile fire
control centers with associated communica-
tions equipment; mobile missile launch vehi-
cles with associated communications equip-
ment; NSM transport loading vehicles;
NavStrike-M Global Positioning System re-
ceiver; operator trainer consoles; Simple Key
Loaders (SKL); and associated support in-
cluding but not limited to technical publica-
tions, training documentation, technical
data packages, support equipment, software
support spare parts, training, training sim-
ulators, integration services, and U.S. gov-
ernment and original equipment manufac-
turer technical assistance; and other related
elements of logistics and program support.
The estimated total cost is $620 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
the United States by helping to improve the
security of a NATO Ally that is an important
force for political and economic stability in
Europe.

The proposed sale will enhance Bulgaria’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by providing a credible force that is
capable of deterring adversaries and partici-
pating in NATO operations. The proposed
sale will support its goal of improving na-
tional and territorial defense as well as
interoperability with U.S. and NATO forces.
Bulgaria will have no difficulty absorbing
this equipment and services into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Kongsberg
Defence and Aerospace AS, located in
Kongsberg, Norway. At this time, the U.S.
Government is not aware of any offset agree-
ment proposed in connection with this po-
tential sale. Any offset agreement will be de-
fined in negotiations between the purchaser
and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require the temporary duty travel of three to
five U.S. Government and contractor rep-
resentatives to Bulgaria for a duration of up
to five years.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-42

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The Multifunctional Information Dis-
tribution System—Joint Tactical Radio Sys-
tem (MIDS-JTRS) is a secure data and voice
communication network using Link-16 ar-
chitecture. MIDS-JTRS provides a high ca-
pacity, low latency Internet Protocol (IP)
based waveform that can quickly transmit
large amounts of data. Advanced algorithms
allow cooperative detection and engagement
of a wider array of targets, improving fused
track accuracy and increasing lethality and
survivability through situational awareness.

a. The Naval Strike Missile (NSM) Coastal
Defense System (CDS) provides a high per-
formance, mobile ground based coastal de-
fense capability. It has a net centric archi-
tecture which enables multiple simultaneous
engagements and over the horizon targeting.
The system can be closely integrated and
adapted to a country’s adjacent weapons and
command and control systems. This expands
the defended area and enhances the total
fighting capability of the force.

b. The NavStrike-M Global Positioning
System (GPS) receiver offers high-perform-
ance GPS for tightly coupled GPS/Inertial
Navigation System (GPS/INS) integrations
and real-time accuracy enhancement. This
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embedded receiver module offers full Precise
Positioning Service (PPS) accuracy.

c. The Simple Key Loader (SKL) is a vital
tool for secure key management, especially
in systems using the Multifunctional Infor-
mation Distribution System Joint Tactical
Radio System (MIDS-JTRS). It ensures se-
cure cryptographic key transfer, maintain-
ing communication confidentiality and in-
tegrity, and works seamlessly with MIDS-
JTRS, to provide a secure interface for key
loading and management that ensures accu-
rate key distribution and updates. Its com-
pact, durable design ensures reliable per-
formance in diverse operational environ-
ments.

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

4. A determination has been made that
Bulgaria can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

5. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Bul-
garia.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
25-48, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Ukraine for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $172 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
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of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-48

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Ukraine

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $0.

Other $172 million.

Total $172 million.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-Major Defense Equipment:
Sustainment related articles and services for
the HAWK missile system, including: five-
ton cargo trucks; HAWK system spare parts;
refurbishment and system overhaul of HAWK
air defense fire units; tool Kkits; test equip-
ment; support equipment; technical docu-
mentation; training; U.S. Government and
contractor technical and field office support;
U.S. Government and contractor technical
assistance; storage containers and equip-
ment related to spare parts storage; MIM-23
HAWK missile spare parts and missile repair;
and other related elements of logistics and
program support.

(iv) Military Department: Army (UP-B-
UDG).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 23, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Ukraine—HAWXK Phase III Missile System
and Sustainment

The Government of Ukraine has requested
to buy sustainment related articles and serv-
ices for the HAWK missile system, including:
five-ton cargo trucks; HAWK system spare
parts; refurbishment and system overhaul of
HAWK air defense fire units; tool kits; test
equipment; support equipment; technical
documentation; training; U.S. Government
and contractor technical and field office sup-
port; U.S. Government and contractor tech-
nical assistance; storage containers and
equipment related to spare parts storage;
MIM-23 HAWK missile spare parts and mis-
sile repair; and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. The estimated
total program cost is $172 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the abil-
ity of Ukraine to provide for its own defense.

This proposed sale will improve Ukraine’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by further equipping it to conduct
self-defense and regional security missions
with a more robust air defense capability.
Ukraine will have no difficulty absorbing
these articles and services into its armed
forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be Sielman
Corporation, located in Volos, Greece; RTX
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Corporation, located in Andover, MA; and
PROJECTXYZ, located in Huntsville, AL. At
this time, the U.S. Government is not aware
of any offset agreement proposed in connec-
tion with this potential sale. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require temporary duty travel of an esti-
mated five U.S. Government and fifteen con-
tractor representatives to Ukraine.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-48
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The HAWK Phase III missile system is a
medium range air defense system. The sys-
tem can be configured as a battery or fire
unit, depending on the mission. The HAWK
missile system consists of a high-powered il-
luminator (HPI) radar, continuous wave ac-
quisition radar (CWAR), platoon command
post (PCP) or battery command post (BCP),
launcher-transporters or zero-length launch-
ers, missile loaders, and MIM-23 missiles.
The HAWK system is designed for mid-range
air defense and can be deployed to engage
fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft, cruise
missiles, and a limited number of tactical
ballistic missiles when cued from an ade-
quate 3D source. HAWK has been out of the
U.S. inventory for more than 25 years (1996
for the U.S. Army and 1998 for the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps).

2. Each HAWK fire unit will consist of one
PCP or BCP, one HPI, one CWAR, three ana-
log or mobility launchers, two missile load-
ers, 60 KW power generation units, and a
basic load of MIM-23 HAWK missiles.

3. Each HAWK battery will consist of one
PCP or BCP, two HPI, one CWAR, six analog
or mobility launchers, two missile loaders, 60
kKW power generation units, and a basic load
of MIM-23 HAWK missiles.

4. The PCP or BCP provides the central fire
control support, data processing, and oper-
ational communication center to support
HAWK surface-to-air engagements through
automatic data processing equipment and
communications equipment. The PCP or
BCP provides automatic track detection,
threat ordering, and engagement rec-
ommendations to provide the PCP or BCP
operators with the correct level of informa-
tion necessary to accomplish the objective
air defense mission.

5. The AN/MPQ-61 HPI is the HAWK sys-
tem’s tracking radar. It uses radiofrequency
energy and provides a rear reference signal
to enable HAWK missile tracking, guidance
to, and intercept of hostile targets.

6. The AN/MPQ-62 CWAR provides low to
medium altitude target detection including
in a clutter environment. It provides digital
track reports containing target azimuth, ra-
dial velocity, approach or recede status, and
range rate and Doppler audio. HAWK soft-
ware improvements enhanced the CWAR’s
ability to detect and classify helicopters.

7. The launcher-transporter and zero-
length launcher transport, aim, and fire
HAWK missiles. Under the remote control of
the PCP or BCP, either launcher permits
rapid launching of one or more missiles
against single or multiple targets and can
support multiple engagements simulta-
neously. The launchers provide 360-degree,
all weather, day and night missile launch ca-
pability.

8. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.
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9. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce system effec-
tiveness or be used in the development of a
system with similar or advanced capabili-
ties.

10. A determination has been made that
Ukraine can provide substantially the same
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This proposed sale is necessary in fur-
therance of the U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

11. All defense articles and services listed
in this transmittal have been authorized for
release and export to the Government of
Ukraine.

———

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
256-563, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Ukraine for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $150 million. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 25-53

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Ukraine.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $0.

Other $150 million.

Total $150 million.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

July 23, 2025

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None.

Non-Major Defense Equipment: Equipment
and services for the refurbishment of Bradley
Infantry Fighting Vehicles; technical assist-
ance; training; publications; and other re-
lated elements of logistics and program sup-
port.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (UP-
B-UCV).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: None.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 23, 2025.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Ukraine—Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicles
and Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul Ca-
pability
The Government of Ukraine has requested

to buy equipment and services for the refur-
bishment of Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehi-
cles, technical assistance, training, publica-
tions, and other related elements of logistics
and program support. The estimated total
cost is $150 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the abil-
ity of Ukraine to provide for its own defense.

The proposed sale will improve Ukraine’s
ability to meet current and future threats by
further equipping it to conduct self-defense
and regional security missions. Ukraine has
an urgent need to strengthen local
sustainment capabilities to maintain high
operational rates for United States provided
vehicles and weapon systems. Improved
maintenance, repair, and overhaul capability
will directly contribute to battlefield effec-
tiveness through a more resilient and rapid
repair cycle that will increase overall oper-
ational rates with reduced logistics and fi-
nancial burdens. Ukraine will have no dif-
ficulty absorbing these articles and services
into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractors will be BAE Sys-
tems, Cummins Inc., Leonardo DRS Inc., and
Renk Group AG, with all work occurring in
Europe. At this time, the U.S. Government is
not aware of any offset agreement proposed
in connection with this potential sale. Any
offset agreement will be defined in negotia-
tions between the purchaser and the con-
tractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to Ukraine.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

———

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, as
spectrum auctions move forward, it is
critical that the FCC maintains the in-
tegrity of its prior decisions related to
spectrum use and auctions. Reallo-
cating or modifying licenses that were
legally purchased through auctions,
such as by relocating licensees or
changing the operating rules applicable
to those licenses, would undermine the
certainty businesses rely on to make
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long-term investments in wireless in-
novation. Companies, investors, and
consumers need confidence that once
they have secured spectrum rights
through a lawful process, those licenses
and spectrum access frameworks will
be honored. To do otherwise puts fu-
ture participation and investment at
risk.

————————

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL S. TREPPEL

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I would
like to honor and recognize Michael S.
Treppel for his nearly quarter century
of distinguished service to the U.S.
Congress. Throughout his tenure, Mr.
Treppel has tirelessly supported the
safety and well-being of more than
30,000 congressional staff, security per-
sonnel, and Members of the House and
Senate. His work—often behind the
scenes—has allowed others to carry out
their duties with the confidence that
their health and safety were in expert
hands.

From the daycare centers to the
Chambers of the TU.S. Capitol, Mr.
Treppel’s impact has been both broad
and profound. As an environmental
health specialist and later as director
of environmental health within the Of-
fice of Attending Physician—OAP—he
has been the trusted adviser, evaluator,
and implementer of critical health and
safety policies that shaped the day-to-
day environment of Congress. Mr.
Treppel conducted over 5,000 inspec-
tions across nine congressional build-
ings, ensuring strict adherence to food
safety standards and pathogen preven-
tion protocols. His work was central to
staff welfare, and he quickly corrected
any discrepancies while establishing
preventative measures to ensure long-
term compliance.

He worked closely with leading ex-
perts from the Department of Defense,
Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and internal leader-
ship from the Architect of the Cap-
itol—AOC—and OAP. During the an-
thrax and ricin incidents at the U.S.
Capitol, Mr. Treppel played a pivotal
role in evaluating ventilation systems
and contamination risks, providing
vital guidance to protect occupants.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, he led
the environmental health response for
the entire Capitol complex. He single-
handedly recommended and guided
sanitation and remediation require-
ments for all nine buildings and the
U.S. Capitol, helping to restore safe oc-
cupancy in offices, common areas,
committee rooms, eateries, and the
House and Senate Chambers. He also
facilitated the delivery of critical Per-
sonal Protective Equipment—PPE—in-
cluding plexiglass shields, N-95 res-
pirators, and medical-grade disinfect-
ants. When the return-to-work transi-
tion began, he assessed and approved
the use of physical barriers, distancing
protocols, and sanitation measures. His
knowledge and calm guidance became a
trusted source for thousands navi-
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gating uncertainty during a global
health crisis. He also developed and led
PPE training for clinical staff for
COVID-19, HIN1, SARS, Ebola, etc., en-
suring that frontline medical personnel
were equipped to protect themselves
and others—and he made proper don-
ning and doffing of protective equip-
ment second nature to the Capitol’s
medical teams.

He also played a vital role in the
planning and reopening of the new
House Child Daycare Center in the
O’Neill Building, providing input on
space requirements, sanitation proce-
dures, and illness policies. His over-
sight extended to the Library of Con-
gress and Senate daycare centers as
well, where he continued to ensure safe
environments through inspections and
guidance on evolving health standards.

Mr. Treppel oversaw the occupational
health division and served as a con-
tracting officer representative. He was
instrumental in managing hundreds of
thousands of dollars of contracts for
health surveillance programs for AOC
tunnel workers, power plant employ-
ees, and U.S. Capitol Police. During the
pandemic, when services were paused
due to social distancing, he facilitated
a smooth transition to mobile medical
units, ensuring uninterrupted OSHA-
compliant care for at-risk workers. In
addition to his environmental exper-
tise, he helped interview and evaluate
hundreds of nursing candidates to sup-
port both routine care and mass cas-
ualty preparedness for the congres-
sional community.

Few individuals have had such a last-
ing and comprehensive impact on the
operational safety of the U.S. Capitol.
Mr. Treppel’s unwavering dedication,
depth of knowledge, and calm presence
during times of crisis have made him
an invaluable part of the congressional
community.

As he retires, we offer our sincere
gratitude for his exceptional service.
His legacy of leadership and care will
be felt for many years to come.

We thank Michael S. Treppel and
wish him the very best in his well-de-
served retirement.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING THE HONDA ANNA
ENGINE PLANT

eMr. HUSTED. Mr. President, yester-
day was the 40th anniversary of the
Honda Anna Engine Plant in Ohio. The
Anna Engine Plant is Honda’s largest
auto engine plant in the world. Since
opening on July 22, 1985, the Honda
Anna Engine Plant has built more than
32.5 million engines. Over the past four
decades, the Honda Anna Engine Plant
has expanded from a 200,000 square-foot
facility with 94 production associates
to a 2.8 million-square-foot facility em-
ploying 2,900 people. The Honda Anna
Engine Plant remains an industry lead-
er in engine development and produc-
tion, and I thank them for their dedi-
cated work to Ohio.e

S4621

RECOGNIZING WSB RADIO AND
CHOA

e Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I rise to
honor WSB Radio and Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta as they mark
the 25th anniversary of their annual
Care-a-Thon, a Georgia tradition of
compassion, generosity, and service.

Founded in 2001, WSB Radio and
CHOA'’s annual Care-a-Thon has raised
more than $34 million to support the
Aflac Cancer and Blood Disorders Cen-
ter at Children’s Healthcare of At-
lanta—one of the leading pediatric can-
cer centers in the Nation—supporting
research, the family support team, and
the fellowship program at the Aflac
Cancer and Blood Disorders Center.

BEach summer, WSB Radio’s hosts,
volunteers, and listeners come together
for a 2-day radio marathon sharing sto-
ries of courage and raising critical
funds for research, family support, and
physician training.

The annual Care-a-Thon helps ensure
Georgia’s children battling cancer re-
ceive world-class treatment and the ho-
listic care they need while battling
cancer.

I commend WSB Radio, Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta, their teams, and
everyone who supports these efforts for
25 years of work to help kids battling
terrible disease.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Holstead, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Armed Services.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11 a.m., a message from the House
of Representatives, delivered by Mrs.
Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1917. An act to establish the Great
Lakes Mass Marking Program, and for other

purposes.
H.R. 3937. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain Federal land in

Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, and
for other purposes.
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 12:26 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 201. An act to provide for a study by the
National Academies of Sciences, Engineer-
ing, and Medicine on the prevalence and
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mortality of cancer among individuals who
served as active duty aircrew in the Armed
Forces, and for other purposes.

S. 423. An act to protect regular order for
budgeting for the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mr. GRASSLEY).

At 6:14 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 4016. An act making appropriations
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4275. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard, to establish the
Secretary of the Coast Guard, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 2(b)(4) of Public
Law 118-144, the Minority Leader ap-
points the following individual to the
Commission to Study the Potential
Transfer of the Weitzman National Mu-
seum of American Jewish History to
the Smithsonian Institution: The Hon-
orable Kathy Manning of Greensboro,
North Carolina.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1917. An act to establish the Great
Lakes Mass Marking Program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

H.R. 3937. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of certain Federal land in
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 4275. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for the Coast Guard, to establish the
Secretary of the Coast Guard, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1337. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Western and Central Pacific Fish-
eries for Highly Migratory Species; Fish Ag-
gregating Device Design Requirements in
Purse Seine Fisheries, IMO Number Require-
ments, and Bycatch Restrictions’ (RIN0648—
BI79) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1338. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Pacific Island Fisheries; 2023 U.S.
Territorial Longline Bigeye Tuna Catch
Limits” (RIN0648-XC461) received in the Of-
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fice of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1339. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific ocean perch in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka” (RIN0648-XC462) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2025;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1340. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota
Transfers from ME to RI” (RIN0648-XC554)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1341. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod
in the Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf
of Alaska’ (RIN0648-XC553) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1342. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Several Groundfish Species in the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area’ (RIN0648-XC510) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1343. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Pacific Cod by Vessels Jig Gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska’ (RIN0648-XE949) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1344. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘In-Season Closure of the Lane Snap-
per Recreational and Commercial Fishing
Season in Federal Waters of the Gulf of Mex-
ico for the 2022 Fishing Year” (RIN0648—
XC5h37) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1345. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“‘Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Shortraker Rockfish in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka’ (RIN0648-XC499) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 15, 2025;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1346. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fraser River Sockeye Fisheries;
Inseason Orders’ (RIN0648-XC446) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1347. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
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Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Final Rule to Implement Framework
Amendment 11 under the Fishery Manage-
ment Plan for the Coastal Migratory Pelagic
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Region” (RIN0648-BL62) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1348. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Final Rule to Implement Amendment
32 to the Fishery Management Plan for the
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources of the
Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Region”
(RIN0648-BL19) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1349. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Declaration of catastrophic condi-
tions resulting from Hurricane Ian”
(RIN0648-X(C448) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1350. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘““South Atlantic commercial harvest
closure for red snapper’” (RIN0648-XC302) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1351. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area’
(RIN0648-X(C350) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1352. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
2023 Atlantic Shark Commercial Fishing
Year” (RIN0648-XC082) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 15,
2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1353. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery; 2021-2022 Biennial
Specifications and Management Measures;
Inseason Adjustments’” (RIN0648-BL85) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1354. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Scup Fishery; Adjustment to the 2022
Winter II Quota’ (RIN0648-XC417) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1355. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
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Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries Manage-
ment”’ (RIN0648-BI08) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 15,
2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1356. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area’ (RIN0648-XC487) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
July 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1357. A communication from the Acting
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery; Clo-
sure of the Closed Area I Scallop Access Area
to General Category Individual Fishing
Quota Scallop Vessels” (RIN0648-XC494) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1358. A communication from the
Branch Chief, National Marine Fisheries
Service, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
Fisheries of the Northeastern United States;
Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Fishing
Year 2022 Recreational Management Meas-
ures’” (RIN0648-BL40) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 15,
2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1359. A communication from the Attor-
ney Adviser, Federal Railroad Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Administrative Updates to the
Railroad Safety Appliance Standards Regu-
lations” (RIN2130-AD30) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1360. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Helicopters Deutsch-
land GmbH Helicopters; Amendment 39—
230727 ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2025-1117)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1361. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Safran Helicopter Engines,
S.A. (Type Certificate Previously Held by
Turbomeca, S.A.) Engines; Amendment 39-
23073 ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-
2025-0209)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 15, 2025; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1362. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension
of the Prohibition Against Certain Flights in
the Kabul Flight Information Region (FIR)
(OAKX); Amdt. No. 91-369B)” ((RIN2120-
AMO09) (Docket No. FAA-2023-1415)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1363. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
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eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Airworthi-
ness Directives; Embraer S.A. Airplanes;
Amendment 39-23068" ((RIN2120-A A64)
(Docket No. FAA-2025-0476)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1364. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus SAS Airplanes;
Amendment 39-23069"’ ((RIN2120-AA64)
(Docket No. FAA-2025-0475)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
25, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1365. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type
Certificate Previously Held by Bombardier
Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39-23070""
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-0619))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1366. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Standard
Instrument Approach Procedures, and Take-
off Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments; Amdt.
No. 4172 ((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. 31612))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1367. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthi-
ness Directives; Bell Textron Canada Lim-
ited Helicopters; Amendment 39-23067"’
((RIN2120-AA64) (Docket No. FAA-2025-1111))
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on July 15, 2025; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1368. A communication from the Man-
ager of Legal Litigation and Support, Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“Airworthi-
ness Directives; Airbus Canada Limited
Partnership (Type Certificate Previously
Held by C Series Aircraft Limited Partner-
ship (CSALP) Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes;
Amendment 39-23062" ((RIN2120-A A64)
(Docket No. FAA-2024-2666)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on July
15, 2025; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

————————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. RISCH for the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

John Arrigo, of Florida, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Portuguese
Republic.

Nominee: John Joseph Arrigo.

Post: Portugal.

(The following is a list of members of my
immediate family. I have asked each of these
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
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tributions made by them. To the best of my
knowledge, the information contained in this
report is complete and accurate.)

Contributions, amount, date, and donee:
None.

Christine Toretti, of Pennsylvania, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Kingdom of Sweden.

Nominee: Christine Jack Toretti.

Post: Ambassador Extraordinary and Plen-
ipotentiary of the Unlted States to the King-
dom of Sweden.

Nominated: March 24, 2025.

(The following is a list of members of my
immediate family I have asked each of these
persons to inform me of the pertinent con-
tributions made by them. To the best of my
knowledge, the information contained in this
report is complete and accurate.)

Contributions, amount, date, and donee:

Christine Toretti $1,000, 11/28/2024, Repub-
lican Federal Committee of Pennsylvania;

Christine Toretti $3,300, 6/30/2024, Friends of
Dave McCormick;

Christine Toretti
McCormick;

Christine Toretti $600, 6/6/2024, Republican
Federal Committee of Pennsylvania;

Christine Toretti $3,300, 12/31/2023, Friends
of Dave McCormick;

Christine Toretti $95, 8/9/2023, Republican
Federal Committee of Pennsylvania;

Christine Toretti $179, 5/30/2023, Republican
Federal Committee of Pennsylvania;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 10/19/2022, Friends
of Jeremy Shaffer;

Christine Toretti $1,000, 10/12/2022, Friends
of Mike Doyle;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 8/16/2022, Max Mil-
ler for Congress;

Christine Toretti $1,000, 8/5/2022,
Ambrose for Congress;

Christine Toretti $5,800,
McCormick for U.S. Senate;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 6/22/2021, Scheller
for Congress, Inc;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 3/11/2022, Our Guy
for Congress;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 6/2/2021, Friends of
Glenn Thompson;

Christine Toretti $2,900, 6/2/2021, Friends of
Glenn Thompson;

Christine Toretti $10,000, 1/13/2021, Repub-
lican Federal Committee of Pennsylvania.

$3,300, 6/30/2024, Team

Nicole

3/31/2022, Dave

By Mr. SCOTT, of South Carolina, for the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

*Benjamin DeMarzo, of Virginia, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

*Craig Trainor, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

*Jovan Jovanovic, of Pennsylvania, to be
President of the Export-Import Bank of the
United States for a term expiring January
20, 2029.

*Francis Brooke, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of the Treasury.

*David Peters, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

————
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. COTTON (for himself,
CooNs, and Mr. CORNYN):

S. 2387. A bill to amend the Arms Export
Control Act to address arms export controls
for certain unmanned aircraft systems and
items, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. GALLEGO (for himself and Mr.
CURTIS):

S. 2388. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the
pilot program for alternative water source
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. KIM (for himself and Mr.
SHEEHY):

S. 2389. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Army to carry out a pilot program to
provide resilient energy to critical infra-
structure of installations of the Army
through the use of advanced nuclear reac-
tors, to authorize multi-year contracts for
such reactors, and to include nuclear energy
and technology as a covered technology cat-
egory for the Office of Strategic Capital of
the Department of Defense, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr.
Kim):

S. 2390. A bill to require the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to reclas-
sify the application of certain requirements
under the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 for housing-related activities; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. KIM (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 2391. A bill to designate an environ-
mental review procedure for certain assist-
ance administered by the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. SANDERS,
Mr. TiLLIS, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. CRAMER,
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr.
KING, Mr. BANKS, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. GALLEGO, and Ms. SLOTKIN):

S. 2392. A Dbill to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2025, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 2393. A bill to authorize a major medical
facility project for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2026 in St. Louis,
Missouri , and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. COR-

Mr.

NYN):

S. 2394. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
505 BEast 9th Avenue in Amarillo, Texas, as
the ‘“Mayor Jerry H. Hodge Post Office
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. TUBERVILLE:

S. 2395. A Dbill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to require the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation to conduct research
and development on the inclusion of certain
oilseed crops in double cropping policies, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. TUBERVILLE:

S. 2396. A bill to amend the Federal Crop

Insurance Act to require certain membership
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on the Board of Directors of the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Mr.
KING):

S. 2397. A bill to require implementation
by the Under Secretary for Health of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of certain rec-
ommendations relating to the provision of
health care through community care pro-
viders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. KING, Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. HAWLEY):

S. 2398. A Dbill to reauthorize the Kay
Hagan Tick Act, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. KING,
Mr. WELCH, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 2399. A bill to establish a payment pro-
gram for unexpected loss of markets and rev-
enues to timber harvesting and timber haul-
ing businesses due to major disasters, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Mr.

GRASSLEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
McCoORMICK, Mr. KiM, and Mr. CAs-
SIDY):

S. 2400. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to subject certain art traders to
provisions relating to records and reports on
monetary instruments transactions; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. LEE, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. JUSTICE,
Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and Mr. JOHN-
SON):

S. 2401. A Dbill to amend section 287(g) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act to
clarify congressional intent with respect to
agreements under such section, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
HEINRICH, Mr. WELCH, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
REED, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. KiM, Mr.
GALLEGO, and Ms. ALSOBROOKS):

S. 2402. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a first-time
homebuyer credit, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mr. KAINE):

S. 2403. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to pro-
vide a clear definition of adequate consider-
ation for certain closely held stock, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. LEE:

S. 2404. A bill to subject emergency legisla-
tion enacted by the District of Columbia
Council to expedited congressional dis-
approval procedures; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs .

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
DURBIN, and Mr. KAINE):

S. 2405. A bill to provide a process for en-
suring the United States does not default on
its obligations; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. KELLY, and Mr. GALLEGO):

S. 2406. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to authorize admission
of Canadian retirees as long-term visitors for
pleasure described in section 101(a)(15)(B) of
such Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND):
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S. 2407. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to reissue the solicitation and
award the contract relating to the Charting
My Path for Future Success project; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 2408. A bill to require health insurance
plans to provide coverage for fertility treat-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. KING (for himself, Mr. PAUL,

Ms. LuMMIS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr.
LEE):

S. 2409. A bill to amend the Federal Meat
Inspection Act to exempt from inspection
the slaughter of animals and the preparation
of carcasses conducted at a custom slaughter
facility, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 2410. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to provide a higher Federal
matching rate for increased expenditures
under Medicaid for behavioral health serv-
ices (including those related to mental
health and substance use), and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 2411. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 to establish the
Scale-Up Manufacturing Investment Com-
pany (> SUMIC” ) Program; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

By Mr. BANKS (for himself and Mr.
TUBERVILLE):

S. 2412. A Dbill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reform the requirements and
authorities of the Director of Construction
and Facilities Management of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and to reform the
acquisition, procurement, logistics, leasing,
and construction activities of the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs.
BRITT, Mr. BUDD, Mr. JUSTICE, and
Mr. ScoTT of South Carolina):

S. 2413. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to assert jurisdiction over mur-
ders committed by certain inadmissible or
deportable aliens; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mr.
GALLEGO, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-
lina, Mr. SCHATZ, Mrs. BRITT, Mr.
PADILLA, and Mr. CRAPO):

S. 2414. A Dill to update the definition of
manufactured home, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 2415. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to reauthorize the Co-
lumbia River Basin Restoration program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. SMITH, Ms.
LumMIs, and Mr. WARNOCK):

S. 2416. A bill to require certain grantees
under title I of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 to submit a plan to
track overly burdensome land use policies,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CURTIS (for himself and Mr.
LEE):

S. 2417. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to issue a special use permit
with respect to the maintaining of a flagpole
bearing the flag of the United States at Kyhv
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Peak Lookout Point, Utah, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mr.
CRAMER, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, and Mr.
RISCH):

S. 2418. A Dbill to amend the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 to provide leave
for the spontaneous loss of an unborn child,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. RICKETTS, and Mr. MORENO):

S. 2419. A Dbill to amend the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Act of 2010 to clarify the
authority of the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection with respect to persons regu-
lated by a State insurance regulator, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mr. BENNET):

S. 2420. A bill to amend title XXVII of the
Public Health Service Act, the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974, and
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase
penalties for group health plans, health in-
surance issuers, and nonparticipating pro-
viders or facilities for practices that violate
balance billing requirements, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. CRAPO, Mr.
TILLIS, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 2421. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to provide exclusions
from the term ‘‘navigable waters’” , and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN):

S. 2422. A bill to pause development of the
new Sentinel program, extend the life of the
Minuteman III, and redirect savings from
Sentinel toward the Department of Edu-
cation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. RICKETTS, and Mr.
GALLEGO):

S. 2423. A bill to require the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development and the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter into a
memorandum of understanding relating to
housing projects, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and Mr.
BENNET):

S. 2424. A Dbill to require a report of, and a
strategy to combat, arms sales of the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

By Mr. LEE:

S.J. Res. 68. A joint resolution dis-
approving the action of the District of Co-
lumbia Council in approving the Open Meet-
ings Clarification Temporary Amendment
Act of 2025; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. MOODY (for herself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. Res. 333. A resolution commending and
congratulating the Florida Panthers on win-
ning the 2025 Stanley Cup Final; considered
and agreed to.
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By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER,
Mr. COONS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY, and
Mr. PADILLA):

S. Res. 334. A resolution supporting the
designation of the week of August 25 through
August 29, 2025, as the third annual ‘“‘Na-
tional Community Health Worker Awareness
Week” ; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms.
KLOBUCHAR):

S. Con. Res. 19. A concurrent resolution
recognizing the need to improve physical ac-
cess to many federally funded facilities for
all people of the United States, particularly
people with disabilities; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 126
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
126, a bill to increase the rates of pay
under the statutory pay systems and
for prevailing rate employees by 4.3
percent, and for other purposes.
S. 278
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. McCORMICK) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 278, a bill to prohibit
users who are under age 13 from access-
ing social media platforms, to prohibit
the use of personalized recommenda-
tion systems on individuals under age
17, and limit the use of social media in
schools.
S. 545
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Ms. LuMMIS) and the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were
added as cosponsors of S. 545, a bill to
prohibit certain uses of xylazine, and
for other purposes.
S. 589
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
589, a bill to prohibit disinformation in
the advertising of abortion services,
and for other purposes.
S. 1116
At the request of Mr. BANKS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1116, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the provision
of certain additional burial benefits for
individuals for whom an urn or plaque
is furnished, and for other purposes.
S. 1156
At the request of Mr. FETTERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1156, a bill to amend the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008 to ensure that
striking workers and their households
do not become ineligible for benefits
under the supplemental nutrition as-
sistance program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1163
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
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(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1163, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide for an exclusion for assistance
provided to participants in certain vet-
erinary student loan repayment or for-
giveness programs.
S. 1441

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1441, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to award
grants to nonprofit entities to assist
such entities in carrying out programs
to provide service dogs to eligible vet-
erans, and for other purposes.

S. 1531

At the request of Mr. SCHIFF, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1531, a bill to regulate assault weapons,
to ensure that the right to keep and
bear arms is not unlimited, and for
other purposes.

S. 1643

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1643, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to protect patient access to
ground ambulance services under the
Medicare program.

S. 1677

At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1677, a bill to provide health insur-
ance benefits for outpatient and inpa-
tient items and services related to the
diagnosis and treatment of a con-
genital anomaly or birth defect.

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1677, supra.

S. 1712

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TiLLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1712, a bill to authorize
peace officer standards and training
agencies to access criminal history
records, and for other purposes.

S. 1715

At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. SHEEHY) and the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. BANKS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1715, a bill to prohibit
payment card networks and covered
entities from requiring the use of or as-
signing merchant category codes that
distinguish a firearms retailer from a
general merchandise retailer or sport-
ing goods retailer, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1950

At the request of Mr. HUSTED, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1950, a bill to increase the
benefits guaranteed in connection with
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certain pension plans, and for other
purposes.
S. 2180

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2180, a bill to impose
sanctions with respect to foreign per-
sons responsible for violations of the
human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual,

transgender, queer, and intersex
(LGBTQI) individuals, and for other
purposes.

S. 2195

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) and the Senator
from Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2195, a bill to award
a Congressional Gold Medal, collec-
tively, to the brave women who served
in World War II as members of the U.S.
Army Nurse Corps and U.S. Navy Nurse
Corps.

S. 2262

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2262, a bill to amend the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of
1976 to clarify the nature of public in-
vestment for purposes of certain rule-
making, and for other purposes.

S. 2275

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2275, a bill to provide for research
and education with respect to uterine
fibroids, and for other purposes.

S. 2330

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2330, a bill to direct the Secretary
of Education to carry out a grant pro-
gram to support the recruitment and
retention of paraprofessionals in public
elementary schools, secondary schools,
and preschool programs, and for other
purposes.

S.J. RES. 16

At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Montana (Mr.
DAINES) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 16, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States to require
that the Supreme Court of the United
States be composed of nine justices.

S. RES. 287

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KELLY) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 287, a resolution reaffirming the
importance of the United States pro-
moting the safety, health, and well-
being of refugees and displaced persons
in the United States and around the
world.

AMENDMENT NO. 2968

At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
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Minnesota (Ms. SMITH), the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER),
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 2968 intended to be
proposed to S. 2296, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2975

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2975 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 3944, a bill making
appropriations for military construc-
tion, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
KING, Mr. WELCH, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN):

S. 2399. A bill to establish a payment
program for unexpected loss of markets
and revenues to timber harvesting and
timber hauling businesses due to major
disasters, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
to introduce a bill with my colleague
Senator KING that will help the hard-
working loggers across this country af-
fected by severe storms and natural
disasters. This legislation would direct
the Secretary of Agriculture to provide
payments to eligible logging businesses
that have experienced at least a 10 per-
cent loss as a result of a federally de-
clared disaster. In Maine alone, logging
has a roughly $582 million annual eco-
nomic impact and is the backbone of
the forest products economy.

In Maine and in many places across
the country, the logging industry has
felt the effects of severe weather
events and warmer than normal win-
ters. Each winter, Maine experiences
many storms. Two particularly bad
storms, in December 2023 and January
2024, were designated Federal disasters.
These storms were detrimental to
many industries, but especially log-
ging, as the winter months are usually
the best months for loggers to harvest
timber when the frozen ground makes
access easier. The rainstorms saturated
the ground, and the mud made it much
more difficult to operate and transport
heavy logging equipment without dis-
turbing the soil underneath.

These storms also closed bridges and
roads on important trucking routes,
hindering the movement of equipment
and employees to logging sites. For ex-
ample, the December 18 storm washed
out a bridge on a vital trucking route

July 23, 2025

that forced an 80-mile detour for wood
being distributed to both northern and
southern markets. According to the
Professional Logging Contractors of
the Northeast, this December wind and
rainstorm in Maine resulted in more
than $2.5 million in losses.

Despite these documented losses,
there is currently no Federal program
to assist loggers who have been af-
fected by federally declared disasters.
That is why I am introducing the
Logger Economic Assistance and Relief
Act, which would authorize income re-
placement for logging contractors
equal to 10 percent of eligible gross lost
revenue from the previous calendar
year. Funds received under this pro-
gram can only be used for operating ex-
penses. Our legislation is modeled off
of the successful Pandemic Assistance
for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Pro-
gram, which I created during the
COVID pandemic to provide much
needed aid to our timber harvesters.

I am grateful for the Professional
Logging Council of the Northeast and
the American Logging Council’s sup-
port of our legislation, and I urge my
colleagues to join in this effort to sup-
port one of our country’s core eco-
nomic drivers in times of natural disas-
ters.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  333—COM-
MENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING THE FLORIDA PAN-
THERS ON WINNING THE 2025
STANLEY CUP FINAL

Mrs. MOODY (for herself and Mr.
ScoTrT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 333

Whereas, on June 17, 2025, the Florida Pan-
thers (referred to in this preamble as the
“Panthers’”) won the 2025 National Hockey
League (referred to in this preamble as the
“NHL’) Stanley Cup Final, becoming back-
to-back champions;

Whereas the 20256 Stanley Cup Final is the
second Stanley Cup Final won by the Pan-
thers in the history of the franchise;

Whereas, on the way to winning the 2025
Stanley Cup Final, the Panthers defeated—

(1) in the first round of the playoffs, the
Tampa Bay Lightning;

(2) in the second round of the playoffs, the
Toronto Maple Leafs;

(3) in the Eastern Conference Final to win
the Prince of Wales Trophy, the Carolina
Hurricanes; and

(4) in the Stanley Cup Final, the Edmonton
Oilers;

Whereas, during the 2024-2025 NHL season,
the Panthers won 47 games during the reg-
ular season and scored 246 goals;

Whereas, in the 2025 NHL 4 Nations Face-
Off tournament—

(1) Matthew Tkachuk, Gustav Forsling,
Aleksander Barkov, Eetu Luostarinen,
Anton Lundell, Niko Mikkola, Sam Bennett,
and Sam Reinhart participated as players;
and

(2) Bill Zito, Teddy Richards, Myles Fee,
Patric Hornqvist, and Tuomo Ruutu partici-
pated as support staff;
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Whereas Aleksander Barkov of the Pan-
thers won the Selke Trophy for the third
time as the best defensive forward in the
NHL and the King Clancy Memorial Trophy
for his leadership on and off the ice in his
community, becoming the first player in
NHL history to win both awards in the same
NHL season;

Whereas Sam Bennett of the Panthers was
awarded the Conn Smythe Trophy for the
Most Valuable Player of the 2025 Stanley
Cup playoffs;

Whereas the entire Panthers roster con-
tributed to the 2025 Stanley Cup Final vic-
tory;

Whereas a team of coaches and support
staff enriched the South Florida community
on and off the ice while also supporting the
players; and

Whereas the Panthers represent their loyal
fans, the South Florida community, and the
entire State of Florida with a commitment
to excellence: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates—

(A) the Florida Panthers for winning the
2025 National Hockey League Stanley Cup
Final; and

(B) the loyal fan base of the Florida Pan-
thers for their support throughout the 2024
2025 season; and

(2) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the ownership, manage-
ment, and coaching staff of the Florida Pan-
thers, including—

(A) the Chairman, Owner, and Governor of
the Florida Panthers, Vincent Viola, and his
family;

(B) the President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the Florida Panthers, Matthew
Caldwell;

(C) the President of Hockey Operations and
General Manager of the Florida Panthers,
Bill Zito; and

(D) the head coach of the Florida Panthers,
Paul Maurice.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  334—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF

THE WEEK OF AUGUST 25
THROUGH AUGUST 29, 2025, AS
THE THIRD ANNUAL ‘“NATIONAL

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER
AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER,
Mr. COONS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms.

HIRONO, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY, and
Mr. PADILLA) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 334

Whereas a community health worker is a
frontline public health worker who is a
trusted member, or has an unusually close
understanding, of the community served;

Whereas this trusting relationship enables
the worker to serve as a liaison, link, or
intermediary between health and social serv-
ices and the community, facilitate access to
services, improve the quality and cultural
competence of service delivery, build indi-
vidual and community capacity, and in-
crease health knowledge and self-sufficiency
through a range of activities such as out-
reach, community education, informal coun-
seling, social support, and advocacy;

Whereas community health workers are a
unique workforce, recognized in 27 States
with a professional certification;

Whereas community health workers are a
community-based workforce that builds rela-
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tionships and capacity for health and well-
being in underserved areas;

Whereas community health workers are a
historic and diverse workforce that goes
back hundreds of years in the United States
and reflects the diversity of the country;

Whereas community health workers are
known by more than 250 valued and re-
spected titles, including community health
representatives, promotores de salud,
aunties, and outreach workers;

Whereas community health workers are a
cross-sector workforce that connects com-
munity members to health care and other so-
cial services, reducing barriers to health and
well-being;

Whereas community health workers are a
proven workforce with decades of research
documenting effectiveness in maternal and
child health, chronic disease interventions,
immunization, oral health, HIV, primary
care, and many other disciplines, and have a
documented return on investment for many
programs;

Whereas sustainable funding of community
health workers supports fair market wages
and enhanced recruitment and retention of
the workforce;

Whereas community health workers fulfill
a wide range of roles, including—

(1) providing cultural mediation among in-
dividuals, communities, and health and so-
cial service systems;

(2) offering culturally appropriate health
education and information;

(3) offering care coordination, case man-
agement, and system navigation;

(4) providing coaching and social support;

(5) advocating for individuals and commu-
nities;

(6) building individual and community ca-
pacity;

(7) providing direct service, including basic
screening tests, such as weight and blood
pressure screening, basic services, such as di-
abetic foot checks, and meeting basic needs;

(8) implementing individual and commu-
nity assessments;

(9) conducting outreach; and

(10) participating in evaluation and re-
search; and

Whereas community health worker net-
works are statewide, regional, or local com-
munity-based organizations, including com-
munity health worker associations and coa-
litions with leadership or membership that is
comprised of 50 percent or more of commu-
nity health workers, promotores, or commu-
nity health representatives, and whose mis-
sion and activities focus on workforce devel-
opment, mentoring, member mobilization,
and advocacy: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the
third annual National Community Health
Worker Awareness Week;

(2) recognizes the significant contributions
of community health workers to health and
social care systems and communities across
the United States;

(3) encourages collaboration at the local,
State, and Federal levels to raise awareness
of the important role of community health
workers; and

(4) supports the work of community health
workers to improve the health of commu-
nities across the United States.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 19—RECOGNIZING THE
NEED TO IMPROVE PHYSICAL
ACCESS TO MANY FEDERALLY
FUNDED FACILITIES FOR ALL
PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES, PARTICULARLY PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions:

S. CoN. REs. 19

Whereas the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution prevents Congress from making
any law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, prohibiting the free exercise of reli-
gion, or abridging the freedom of speech, the
freedom of the press, the right to peaceably
assemble, or to petition for a governmental
redress of grievances, and was adopted on
December 15, 1791, as 1 of the 10 amendments
that constitute the Bill of Rights;

Whereas the Bill of Rights, specifically the
First Amendment to the Constitution, calls
for the right of all persons to peaceably as-
semble, and to this end, all persons, regard-
less of their physical ability, shall be offered
equal opportunity to access all federally
funded, in whole or part, amenities;

Whereas, in the 35 years since Congress en-
acted the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), there have been
unprecedented advances in all forms of tech-
nology, typified by automatic doors;

Whereas, in 2024, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention found that 1 in 4
adults, or more than 70,000,000 people, have a
disability in the United States;

Whereas disability is a universal concern,
as an aging population increases the inci-
dence of frailty and disability;

Whereas, as significant advances in med-
ical treatment result in increased survival
rates, the incidence of disability increases;

Whereas, in 2024, the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics found that 31 percent of all veterans,
or 5,500,000 veterans, had a service-connected
disability;

Whereas, in 2024, the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics found that the unemployment rate of
persons with a disability was nearly twice
that of nondisabled adults;

Whereas, in 2024, the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics found that people of color have the
highest disability rates in the United States;

Whereas Public Law 90-480 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Architectural Barriers Act of
1968’) (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.) was enacted to
ensure that certain federally funded facili-
ties are designed and constructed to be ac-
cessible to people with disabilities;

Whereas the United States Access Board
(referred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Board’’)
issued a final rule in August 2023 addressing
accessibility guidelines for pedestrian facili-
ties in the public right-of-way that addresses
various issues, including access for blind pe-
destrians at street crossings, wheelchair ac-
cess to on-street parking, and various con-
straints posed by space limitations, roadway
design practices, slope, and terrain;

Whereas the August 2023 guidelines of the
Board (referred to in this preamble as the
‘“‘guidelines’) cover pedestrian access to
sidewalks and streets, including crosswalks,
curb ramps, street furnishings, pedestrian
signals, parking, and other components of
public rights-of-way;

Whereas the aim of the Board in devel-
oping the guidelines was to ensure that ac-
cess for persons with disabilities is provided
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wherever a pedestrian way is newly built or
altered, and that the same degree of conven-
ience, connection, and safety afforded the
public generally is available to pedestrians
with disabilities;

Whereas the Department of Transportation
adopted the guidelines in December 2024, and
all newly constructed and altered transit
stops in the United States became subject to
the guidelines in January 2025;

Whereas once the guidelines are adopted by
the Department of Justice, they will become
enforceable standards under title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12131 et seq.); and

Whereas the United States was founded on
principles of equality and freedom, and those
principles require that all people, including
people with disabilities, are able to engage
as equal members of society: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes that people with disabilities
in the United States experience barriers to
access on a daily basis;

(2) reaffirms its support of Public Law 90—
480 (commonly known as the ‘‘Architectural
Barriers Act of 1968’") (42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.)
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), and encourages
full compliance with those Acts; and

(3) pledges to make universal and inclusive
design a guiding principle for all infrastruc-
ture bills and projects and will continue
working to identify and remove the barriers
that prevent all people of the United States
from having equal access to the services pro-
vided by the Federal Government.

——
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2977. Ms. COLLINS submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3944, making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2978. Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr.
SULLIVAN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
yvear 2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2979. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2980. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2981. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2982. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2983. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2984. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
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her to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2985. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2986. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2987. Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
LANKFORD, Ms. ERNST, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. KING, and Mr. ScoTT of Florida)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
for military construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2988. Ms. ROSEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2989. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2990. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2991. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2992. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2993. Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
ROUNDS) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2994. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2995. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
KiM, Mr. KEeLLy, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Ms. ROSEN, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. DURBIN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by her to the bill S. 2296, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2996. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2997. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2998. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2999. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
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to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3000. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3001. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3002. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3003. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3004. Mr. BLUMENTHAL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 3005. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
resolution S. Res. 81, calling on the United
Kingdom, France, and Germany (E3) to ini-
tiate the snapback of sanctions on Iran
under United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 2231 (2015); which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

SA 3006. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
resolution S. Res. 81, supra; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

SA 3007. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2977 submitted by Ms. CoOL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3008. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2977 submitted by Ms. CoOL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3009. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2977 submitted by Ms. COL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3010. Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and
Mr. OSSOFF) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3011. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3012. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COL-
LINS and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 3944, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 3013. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.
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SA 3014. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3015. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3016. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3017. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3018. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2976 submitted by Ms. COLLINS and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill H.R. 3944,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2977. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, making appro-
priations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, Agri-
culture, Legislative Branch, and Commerce,
Justice, and Science Appropriations Act,
2026”’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO ACT.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES TO REPORT.

(a) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’” contained in division A
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-43. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division A and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision A.

(b) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act” contained in division B
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-37. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division B and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision B.

(c) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act” contained in division C
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-38. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division C and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision C.

(d) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’ contained in division D
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shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-44. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division D and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision D.
DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $2,447,609,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $446,388,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $268,650,000 shall be
for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army” in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $5,906,524,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of
this amount, not to exceed $613,213,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $144,390,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Department of the Air Force
when designated by the Secretary of Defense

S4629

to direct and supervise Military Construc-
tion projects in accordance with section 2851
of title 10, United States Code, and other per-
sonal services necessary for the purposes of
this appropriation, $4,090,673,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That, of this amount, not to exceed
$718,973,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Air Force determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $359,200,000
shall be for the projects and activities, and
in the amounts, specified in the table under
the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air
Force” in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $3,724,301,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2030: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to
exceed $211,001,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$32,000,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Defense-Wide’’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of
title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$271,230,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $78,380,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and
notifies the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available
under this heading, $112,050,000 shall be for
the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Na-
tional Guard” in the report accompanying
this Act, in addition to amounts otherwise
available for such purposes.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $292,546,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$73,646,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Air National Guard determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$95,900,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard’ in the report ac-
companying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803
of title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts, $46,239,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$6,013,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Chief of the Army Reserve determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $4,000,000 shall
be for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Re-
serve’ in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $2,255,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$2,255,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Navy determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts,
$116,268,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $6,970,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
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Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $55,810,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Air Force Reserve” in the re-
port accompanying this Act, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses.
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$481,832,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE

ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), $410,161,000, to remain available until
expended.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $228,5568,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$388,418,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $177,5697,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2030.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $384,108,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $274,230,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$369,765,000.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of
Defense (other than the military depart-
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ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $563,374,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $8,315,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund,
$497,000, to remain available until expended,
for unaccompanied housing initiatives un-
dertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, providing alternative
means of acquiring and improving military
unaccompanied housing and supporting fa-
cilities.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.
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SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may
be used to award any contract estimated by
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section
shall not be applicable to contract awards
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20
percent: Provided further, That this section
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for
which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
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partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“Family Housing”’ ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
Department of Defense Base Closure Account
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the fund to which transferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all
operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
appropriations will not be necessary for the
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
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gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense”’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded
under the headings in this title may be
transferred among projects and activities
within the account in accordance with the
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14-R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of April 2021, as in effect on
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated or expended for
planning and design and construction of
projects at Arlington National Cemetery.

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030:

“Military Construction, Army”’, $45,000,000;

‘““‘Military Construction, Army National
Guard”, $15,500,000;

““Military Construction,
Guard’’, $11,000,000; and

“Military Construction, Army Reserve”’,

$15,000,000:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to
complete projects identified in the respective
military department’s unfunded priority list
for fiscal year 2026 submitted to Congress:
Provided further, That such projects are sub-
ject to authorization prior to obligation and
expenditure of funds to carry out construc-
tion: Provided further, That not later than 60
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army”’, ‘“‘Department of Defense—Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’,
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Air Force’, and ‘‘Department of De-
fense—Military Construction, Defense-Wide”’
accounts pursuant to the authorization of
appropriations in a National Defense Author-
ization Act specified for fiscal year 2026 in
the funding table in section 4601 of that Act
shall be immediately available and allotted
to contract for the full scope of authorized
projects.

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of
this Act, funds made available in this Act or
any available unobligated balances from
prior appropriations Acts may be obligated
before October 1, 2027 for fiscal year 2017,
2018, 2019, and 2020 military construction
projects for which project authorization has
not lapsed or for which authorization is ex-
tended for fiscal year 2026 by a National De-
fense Authorization Act: Provided, That no
amounts may be obligated pursuant to this
section from amounts that were designated
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on
the budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 127. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees”
means the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate,
the Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

Air National
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SEC. 128. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $76,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects specified in a National Defense
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2026 in the
funding table in section 4601 of that Act: Pro-
vided further, That not later than 30 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 129. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits
to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51,
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code;
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61
of title 38, United States Code; and burial
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums
due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title
38, United States Code, $241,947,603,000, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That not to exceed $29,454,647 of the amount
made available for fiscal year 2027 under this
heading shall be reimbursed to ‘‘General Op-
erating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration”, and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ for necessary expenses in imple-
menting the provisions of chapters 51, 53, and
55 of title 38, United States Code, the funding
source for which is specifically provided as
the ‘“Compensation and Pensions’ appropria-
tion: Provided further, That such sums as
may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical
Care Collections Fund” to augment the fund-
ing of individual medical facilities for nurs-
ing home care provided to pensioners as au-
thorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35,
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
States Code, $20,057,841,000, which shall be-
come available on October 1, 2026, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That ex-
penses for rehabilitation program services
and assistance which the Secretary is au-
thorized to provide under subsection (a) of
section 3104 of title 38, United States Code,
other than under paragraphs (1), (2), (), and
(11) of that subsection, shall be charged to
this account.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance,
and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21 of title 38,
United States Code, $97,893,000, which shall
become available on October 1, 2026, to re-
main available until expended.
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VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed
loans, such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title
38, United States Code: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That, during fiscal year 2026, within
the resources available, not to exceed
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans
are authorized for specially adapted housing
loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, $266,736,842.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $45,428, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans,
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct
loans not to exceed $1,394,442.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $507,254, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’.

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN

PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $6,865,235, as
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of
title 38, United States Code: Provided, That
such costs, including the cost of modifying
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading are available to subsidize
gross obligations for the principal amount of
direct loans not to exceed $75,000,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan program authorized
by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38,
United States Code, $5,845,241.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS

BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas
employee mail, $3,879,000,000: Provided, That
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of
section 3104(a) of title 38, United States
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
determines are necessary to enable entitled
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed 10 per-
cent shall remain available until September
30, 2027.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans
described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, including care and treatment in
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the
Department, and including medical supplies
and equipment, bioengineering services, food
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services, and salaries and expenses of
healthcare employees hired under title 38,
United States Code, assistance and support
services for caregivers as authorized by sec-
tion 1720G of title 38, United States Code,
loan repayments authorized by section 604 of
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124
Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly as-
sistance allowances authorized by section
322(d) of title 38, United States Code, grants
authorized by section 521A of title 38, United
States Code, and administrative expenses
necessary to carry out sections 322(d) and
521A of title 38, United States Code, and hos-
pital care and medical services authorized by
section 1787 of title 38, United States Code;
$59,858,000,000, plus reimbursements, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2027: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2026, under this head-
ing, $2,000,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2028: Provided further, That of
the $75,039,000,000 to become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2025, previously appropriated under
this heading in the Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2025 (division A of Public
Law 119-4), $15,889,000,000 is hereby rescinded:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for
the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for
the provision of basic medical benefits to
veterans in enrollment priority groups 1
through 6: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the
dispensing of prescription drugs from Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities to en-
rolled veterans with privately written pre-
scriptions based on requirements established
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the
implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur no addi-
tional cost to the Department of Veterans
Affairs: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that suffi-
cient amounts appropriated under this head-
ing for medical supplies and equipment are
available for the acquisition of prosthetics
designed specifically for female veterans:
Provided further, That nothing in section
2044(e) of title 38, United States Code, may be
construed as limiting amounts that may be
made available under this heading for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027 in this or prior Acts.
MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For mnecessary expenses for furnishing
health care to individuals pursuant to chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at non-
Department facilities, $38,700,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available
on October 1, 2026, and shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That, of
the amount made available on October 1,
2026, under this heading, $2,000,000,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2028.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home,
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital
policy activities; and administrative and
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-
partment as authorized under chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et
seq.), $12,000,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1,



July 23, 2025

2026, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2026,
under this heading, $350,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2028: Provided
further, That, of the $12,700,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously ap-
propriated under this heading in the Full-
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025
(division A of Public Law 119-4), $610,000,000
is hereby rescinded.
MEDICAL FACILITIES

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in
support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department; for oversight, engineering,
and architectural activities not charged to
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for,
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials;
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices; $3,000,000, which shall be in addition to
funds previously appropriated under this
heading that become available on October 1,
2025; and, in addition, $11,700,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available
on October 1, 2026, and shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That, of
the amount made available on October 1,
2026, under this heading, $500,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2028.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For necessary expenses in carrying out
programs of medical and prosthetic research
and development as authorized by chapter 73
of title 38, United States Code, $943,000,000,
plus reimbursements, shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure
that sufficient amounts appropriated under
this heading are available for prosthetic re-
search specifically for female veterans, and
for toxic exposure research.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National
Cemetery Administration for operations and
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor;
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law;
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, $497,000,000, of which not to exceed 10
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary operating expenses of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the
General Services Administration for security
guard services, $440,000,000, which shall be for
the offices and in the amounts specified
under this heading in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which not to exceed 10
percent for each such office shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

That funds provided under this heading may

be transferred to ‘‘General Operating Ex-

penses, Veterans Benefits Administration”.
BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the
Board of Veterans Appeals, $277,000,000, of
which not to exceed 10 percent shall remain
available until September 30, 2027.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
technology systems and telecommunications
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information
systems; for pay and associated costs; and
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
$5,908,000,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,418,416,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2027: Provided further, That $4,488,829,000 shall
be for operations and maintenance, of which
not to exceed 5 percent shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, and of which
$118,900,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030, for the purpose of facility ac-
tivations related to projects funded by the
““‘Construction, Major Projects’, ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’, ‘“Medical Facilities”’,
‘““‘National Cemetery Administration”, “Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits
Administration’, and ‘‘General Administra-
tion”” accounts: Provided further, That
$755,000 shall be for information technology
systems development, and shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided
further, That amounts made available for
salaries and expenses, operations and main-
tenance, and information technology sys-
tems development may be transferred among
the three subaccounts after the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs requests from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and an approval is issued: Provided further,
That amounts made available for the ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’ account for de-
velopment may be transferred among
projects or to newly defined projects: Pro-
vided further, That no project may be in-
creased or decreased by more than $3,000,000
of cost prior to submitting a request to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and
an approval is issued, or absent a response, a
period of 30 days has elapsed.

VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD

For activities related to implementation,
preparation, development, interface, man-
agement, rollout, and maintenance of a Vet-
erans Electronic Health Record system, in-
cluding contractual costs associated with op-
erations authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code, and salaries and ex-
penses of employees hired under titles 5 and
38, United States Code, $3,488,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress quar-
terly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by
facility, including any changes from the de-
ployment plan or schedule: Provided further,
That the funds provided in this account shall
only be available to the Office of the Deputy
Secretary, to be administered by that Office:
Provided further, That 25 percent of the funds
made available under this heading shall not
be available until July 1, 2026, and are con-
tingent upon the Secretary of Veterans Af-
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fairs providing to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a plan
by June 1, 2026, containing the following:

(1) an updated life-cycle cost estimate for
the EHRM program based on the Depart-
ment’s acceleration of deployments an-
nounced in March 2025;

(2) an updated facility-by-facility deploy-
ment schedule for all facilities to receive the
EHRM program;

(3) a certification that all VA facilities
using the new EHR on or before April 1, 2024,
have exceeded or met certain health care
performance baseline metrics indicating
they have returned to their service delivery
levels in place prior to the deployment of the
new EHR; and

(4) a description of the projected Federal
VA staffing levels, contract support, and
other relevant activities required, and the
resources required to fund those activities,
to meet the deployment goal as outlined in
(2), including target Federal and contracted
staffing levels at VA Central Office and, each
local VA medical center with a slated de-
ployment in 2026 and 2027, as well as contract
support to provide technical and other
change management support to carry out the
deployments.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information
technology, in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
401 et seq.), $296,000,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until
September 30, 2027.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with
equipment guarantees provided under the
project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-
timated cost of a project is more than the
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of
title 38, United States Code, or where funds
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation,
$1,394,000,000, of which $621,615,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2030, and
of which $772,385,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs
assessments which may or may not lead to
capital investments, and other capital asset
management related activities, including
portfolio development and management ac-
tivities, and planning, cost estimating, and
design for major medical facility projects
and major medical facility leases and invest-
ment strategy studies funded through the
advance planning fund and the planning and
design activities funded through the design
fund, staffing expenses, and funds provided
for the purchase, security, and maintenance
of land for the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration and the Veterans Health Administra-
tion through the land acquisition line item,
none of the funds made available under this
heading shall be used for any project that
has not been notified to Congress through
the budgetary process or that has not been
approved by the Congress through statute,
joint resolution, or in the explanatory state-
ment accompanying such Act and presented
to the President at the time of enrollment:
Provided further, That funds provided for the
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Veterans Health Administration through the
land acquisition line item shall be only for
projects included on the five year develop-
ment plan notified to Congress through the
budgetary process: Provided further, That
such sums as may be necessary shall be
available to reimburse the ‘“‘General Admin-
istration” account for payment of salaries
and expenses of all Office of Construction
and Facilities Management employees to
support the full range of capital infrastruc-
ture services provided, including minor con-
struction and leasing services: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading for fiscal year 2026, for each ap-
proved project shall be obligated: (1) by the
awarding of a construction documents con-
tract by September 30, 2026; and (2) by the
awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly
submit to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress a written report
on any approved major construction project
for which obligations are not incurred within
the time limitations established above: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding the re-
quirements of section 8104(a) of title 38,
United States Code, amounts made available
under this heading for seismic program man-
agement activities shall be available for the
completion of both new and existing seismic
projects of the Department.
CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, including planning and assessments
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, where the estimated cost of a
project is equal to or less than the amount
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38,
United States Code, $709,000,000, of which
$467,940,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030, and of which $241,060,000 shall
remain available until expended, along with
unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’ appropriations which
are hereby made available for any project
where the estimated cost is equal to or less
than the amount set forth in such section:
Provided, That funds made available under
this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to any of
the nonmedical facilities under the jurisdic-
tion or for the use of the Department which
are necessary because of loss or damage
caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss
by such causes.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United
States Code, $171,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by
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section 2408 of title 38, United States Code,
$60,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND

For investment in the delivery of veterans’
health care associated with exposure to envi-
ronmental hazards, the expenses incident to
the delivery of veterans’ health care and ben-
efits associated with exposure to environ-
mental hazards, and medical and other re-
search relating to exposure to environmental
hazards, as authorized by section 324 of title
38, United States Code, and in addition to
the amounts otherwise available for such
purposes in the appropriations provided in
this or prior Acts, including the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-5),
$52,676,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2026 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions”, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’”, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’” may be transferred as
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
yvear 2026, in this or any other Act, under the
‘““Medical Services”, ‘‘Medical Community
Care’’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compliance’’,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’” accounts may be
transferred among the accounts: Provided,
That any transfers among the ‘‘Medical
Services”’, ‘“‘Medical Community Care’’, and
‘““Medical Support and Compliance’ accounts
of 1 percent or less of the total amount ap-
propriated to the account in this or any
other Act may take place subject to notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and pur-
pose of the transfer: Provided further, That
any transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’,
““Medical Community Care’, and ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’ accounts in excess
of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumulative 1
percent for the fiscal year, may take place
only after the Secretary requests from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That any transfers to or from
the ‘‘Medical Facilities” account may take
place only after the Secretary requests from
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore,
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects” and ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’) shall be available for the
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home.

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title
shall be available for hospitalization or ex-
amination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such hospitalization or
examination under the laws providing such
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benefits to veterans, and persons receiving
such treatment under sections 7901 through
7904 of title 5, United States Code, or the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)),
unless reimbursement of the cost of such
hospitalization or examination is made to
the ‘““Medical Services’ account at such rates
as may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this
title for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’ shall be available for
payment of prior year accrued obligations
required to be recorded by law against the
corresponding prior year accounts within the
last quarter of fiscal year 2025.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United
States Code, except that if such obligations
are from trust fund accounts they shall be
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2026, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the
National Service Life Insurance Fund under
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code,
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund
under section 1923 of title 38, United States
Code, and the United States Government
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the
“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration” and ‘‘Information
Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs
financed through those accounts: Provided,
That reimbursement shall be made only from
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an
insurance program during fiscal year 2026
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2026 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any
total disability income insurance included in
that insurance program.

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing
enhanced-use lease services shall be avail-
able until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or
funds for salaries and other administrative
expenses shall also be available to reimburse
the Office of Resolution Management, the
Office of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication, and the Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution function within the Office of
Human Resources and Administration for all
services provided at rates which will recover
actual costs but not to exceed $134,342,000 for
the Office of Resolution Management,
$7,607,000 for the Office of Employment Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication, and
$7,586,000 for the Alternative Dispute Resolu-
tion function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That
payments may be made in advance for serv-
ices to be furnished based on estimated
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costs: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived shall be credited to the ‘‘General Ad-
ministration” and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ accounts for use by the office that
provided the service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a
non-service-connected disability described in
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary
may require, current, accurate third-party
reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner
as any other debt due the United States, the
reasonable charges for such care or services
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal
year in which amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the
“Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’ accounts and be
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized
are in addition to the amount provided for in
“Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
‘“Medical Services’ are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities,
supplies, and equipment; and

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses,
and other expenses incidental to funerals and
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the
Department.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, may be transferred to the
‘“Medical Services” and ‘“‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’” accounts to remain available
until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Federally
Qualified Health Centers in the State of
Alaska and Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations which are party to the Alaska Native
Health Compact with the Indian Health
Service, to provide healthcare, including be-
havioral health and dental care, to veterans
in rural Alaska. The Secretary shall require
participating veterans and facilities to com-
ply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary. The
term ‘‘rural Alaska’ shall mean those lands
which are not within the boundaries of the
municipality of Anchorage or the Fairbanks
North Star Borough.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Department of Veterans Affairs Cap-
ital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of
title 38, United States Code, may be trans-
ferred to the ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects”
and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects” ac-
counts, to remain available until expended
for the purposes of these accounts.

SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
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mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a report on the financial status of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the paragraph entitled ‘‘Quar-
terly reporting’’, under the heading ‘‘General
Administration” in the joint explanatory
statement accompanying Public Law 114-223.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 218. Amounts made available under
the ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Commu-
nity Care’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘“‘Medical Facilities”, ‘“General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration”, ‘“Board of Veterans Appeals’,
‘““General Administration’, and ‘‘National
Cemetery Administration” accounts for fis-
cal year 2026 may be transferred to or from
the ‘“Information Technology Systems’ ac-
count: Provided, That such transfers may not
result in a more than 10 percent aggregate
increase in the total amount made available
by this Act for the ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ account: Provided further, That, be-
fore a transfer may take place, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026 for ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘‘Medical
Community Care’”, ‘“‘Medical Support and
Compliance’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’, ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’”, and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems”’, up to $654,954,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 25671) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That
section 220 of title II of division A of Public
Law 11842, as continued by section
1101(a)(10) of division A of Public Law 119-4,
is repealed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs which
become available on October 1, 2026, for
‘““Medical Services’”, ‘‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compliance’,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities”, up to $739,918,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
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tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, for healthcare provided at fa-
cilities designated as combined Federal med-
ical facilities as described by section 706 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public
Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint De-
partment of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstra-
tion Fund, established by section 1704 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat.
2571); and (2) for operations of the facilities
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2573),
amounts transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund shall remain available until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this
title for ‘‘Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Com-
munity Care’, ‘“Medical Support and Com-
pliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities’”, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to
the DOD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of title
38, United States Code, to remain available
until expended, for any purpose authorized
by section 8111 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 223. None of the funds available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or
any other Act, may be used to replace the
current system by which the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks select and contract
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equip-
ment.

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid
savings in a major construction project that
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification
shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe
the anticipated use of such savings.

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available
for ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects’” may be
used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as
part of the request for appropriations unless
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 226. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a quarterly report containing per-
formance measures and data from each Vet-
erans Benefits Administration Regional Of-
fice: Provided, That, at a minimum, the re-
port shall include the direction contained in
the section entitled ‘‘Disability claims back-
log”’, under the heading ‘‘General Operating
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Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion” in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114-223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include infor-
mation on the number of appeals pending at
the Veterans Benefits Administration as well
as the Board of Veterans Appeals on a quar-
terly basis.

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another.

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress notification of any single
national outreach and awareness marketing
campaign in which obligations exceed
$1,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 229. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’ and the ‘“‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration’ accounts
may be transferred between such accounts:
Provided, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request.

SEC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed a cu-
mulative $7,000,000, unless such reprogram-
ming is approved by the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 231. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall ensure that the toll-free suicide
hotline under section 1720F(h) of title 38,
United States Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained
professional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the
American Association of Suicidology.

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise
carry out any Executive action that pro-
hibits the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from
appointing an individual to occupy a vacant
civil service position, or establishing a new
civil service position, at the Department of
Veterans Affairs with respect to such a posi-
tion relating to the hotline specified in sub-
section (a).

(2) In this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘civil service’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 2101(1) of title
5, United States Code; and

(B) the term ‘‘Executive action’ includes—

(i) any Executive order, Presidential
memorandum, or other action by the Presi-
dent; and

(ii) any agency policy, order, or other di-
rective.

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of
the hotline specified in subsection (a) during
the 5-year period beginning on January 1,
2016, based on an analysis of national suicide
data and data collected from such hotline.

(2) At a minimum, the study required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline specified in subsection
(a) and who receive follow up services from
the hotline or mental health services from
the Department of Veterans Affairs there-
after;

(B) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline who are not referred to,
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or do not continue receiving, mental health
care who commit suicide; and

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or
attempt suicide.

SEC. 232. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on Janu-
ary 1, 2027, none of the funds made available
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this
or any other Act may be obligated or ex-
pended in contravention of the ‘‘Veterans
Health Administration Clinical Preventive
Services Guidance Statement on the Vet-
erans Health Administration’s Screening for
Breast Cancer Guidance’ published on May
10, 2017, as issued by the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration National Center for Health Pro-
motion and Disease Prevention.

SEC. 233. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical
Services’ account may be used to provide—

(1) fertility counseling and treatment
using assisted reproductive technology to a
covered veteran or the spouse of a covered
veteran; or

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered
veteran.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’ has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’’ means a
veteran, as such term is defined in section
101 of title 38, United States Code, who has a
service-connected disability that results in
the inability of the veteran to procreate
without the use of fertility treatment.

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproduc-
tive assistance provided to a member of the
Armed Forces who incurs a serious injury or
illness on active duty pursuant to section
1074(c)(4)(A) of title 10, United States Code,
as described in the memorandum on the sub-
ject of “Policy for Assisted Reproductive
Services for the Benefit of Seriously or Se-
verely Ill/Injured (Category II or III) Active
Duty Service Members’ issued by the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued to
implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits avail-
able to such a member except that—

(A) the time periods regarding embryo
cryopreservation and storage set forth in
part III(G) and in part IV(H) of such memo-
randum shall not apply; and

(B) such term includes embryo
cryopreservation and storage without limita-
tion on the duration of such

cryopreservation and storage.

(4) The term ‘‘adoption reimbursement’”’
means reimbursement for the adoption-re-
lated expenses for an adoption that is final-
ized after the date of the enactment of this
Act under the same terms as apply under the
adoption reimbursement program of the De-
partment of Defense, as authorized in De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1341.09, in-
cluding the reimbursement limits and re-
quirements set forth in such instruction.

(c) Amounts made available for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the requirements for
funds contained in section 508 of division H
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141).

SEC. 234. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act or any
other Act for the Department of Veterans
Affairs may be used in a manner that is in-
consistent with: (1) section 842 of the Trans-
portation, Treasury, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Judiciary, the District of Co-
lumbia, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-115; 119
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Stat. 2506); or (2) section 8110(a)(5) of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 235. Section 842 of Public Law 109-115
shall not apply to conversion of an activity
or function of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, Veterans Benefits Administration,
or National Cemetery Administration to
contractor performance by a business con-
cern that is at least 51 percent owned by one
or more Indian Tribes as defined in section
5304(e) of title 25, United States Code, or one
or more Native Hawaiian Organizations as
defined in section 637(a)(15) of title 15, United
States Code.

SEC. 236. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Labor, shall
discontinue collecting and using Social Se-
curity account numbers to authenticate in-
dividuals in all information systems of the
Department of Veterans Affairs for all indi-
viduals not later than September 30, 2026.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
collect and use a Social Security account
number to identify an individual, in accord-
ance with section 552a of title 5, United
States Code, in an information system of the
Department of Veterans Affairs if and only if
the use of such number is necessary to:

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system
that is not under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary;

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court
order;

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or

(4) identify a specific individual where no
adequate substitute is available.

(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b)
shall supersede section 237 of division A of
Public Law 118-42.

SEcC. 237. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2026 and 2027 for ‘‘Medical Services”,
section 239 of division A of Public Law 114-
223 shall apply.

SEC. 238. None of the funds appropriated in
this or prior appropriations Acts or other-
wise made available to the Department of
Veterans Affairs may be used to transfer any
amounts from the Filipino Veterans Equity
Compensation Fund to any other account
within the Department of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 239. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal year 2026 and fiscal year 2027 for ‘‘Medical
Services’’, funds may be used in each year to
carry out and expand the child care program
authorized by section 205 of Public Law 111-
163, notwithstanding subsection (e) of such
section.

SEC. 240. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may
be used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to enter into an agreement related to resolv-
ing a dispute or claim with an individual
that would restrict in any way the individual
from speaking to members of Congress or
their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law or re-
quired by Executive order to be kept secret
in the interest of national defense or the
conduct of foreign affairs.

SEC. 241. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2026 and 2027, section 258 of division A of
Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 242. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to deny an Inspector General funded
under this Act timely access to any records,
documents, or other materials available to
the department or agency over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C.
401 et seq.), or to prevent or impede the ac-
cess of the Inspector General to such records,
documents, or other materials, under any
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provision of law, except a provision of law
that expressly refers to such Inspector Gen-
eral and expressly limits the right of access.

(b) A department or agency covered by this
section shall provide its Inspector General
access to all records, documents, and other
materials in a timely manner.

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure
compliance with statutory limitations on
disclosure relevant to the information pro-
vided by the establishment over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
401 et seq.).

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this
section shall report to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives within 5 calendar days of
any failure by any department or agency
covered by this section to comply with this
requirement.

SEC. 243. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used in a manner that
would increase wait times for veterans who
seek care at medical facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 244. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act to the
Veterans Health Administration may be used
in fiscal year 2026 to convert any program
which received specific purpose funds in fis-
cal year 2025 to a general purpose funded pro-
gram unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits written notification of any
such proposal to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days prior to any such action and an ap-
proval is issued by the Committees.

SEC. 245. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2026 and 2027, section 248 of division A of
Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 246. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to conduct research commencing on
or after the date of enactment of this Act,
that uses any canine, feline, or non-human
primate unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs approves such research specifically and
in writing pursuant to subsection (b).

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may approve the conduct of research com-
mencing on or after the date of enactment of
this Act, using canines, felines, or non-
human primates if the Secretary certifies
that—

(A) the scientific objectives of the research
can only be met by using such canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates and cannot be
met using other animal models, in vitro
models, computational models, human clin-
ical studies, or other research alternatives;

(B) such scientific objectives are necessary
to advance research benefiting veterans and
are directly related to an illness or injury
that is combat-related as defined by 10
U.S.C. 1413(e);

(C) the research is consistent with the re-
vised Department of Veterans Affairs canine
research policy document dated December
15, 2017, including any subsequent revisions
to such document; and

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates are included in
evaluating the scientific necessity of the re-
search.

(2) The Secretary may not delegate the au-
thority under this subsection.

(c) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later
than 30 days before the commencement of
such research, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing—
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(1) the nature of the research to be con-
ducted using canines, felines, or non-human
primates;

(2) the date on which the Secretary ap-
proved the research;

(3) the USDA pain category on the ap-
proved use;

(4) the justification for the determination
of the Secretary that the scientific objec-
tives of such research could only be met
using canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mates, and methods used to make such de-
termination;

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of the research,
and animal welfare.

(d) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and biannually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
such Committees a report describing—

(1) any research being conducted by the
Department of Veterans Affairs using ca-
nines, felines, or non-human primates as of
the date of the submittal of the report;

(2) the circumstances under which such re-
search was conducted using canines, felines,
or non-human primates;

(3) the justification for using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates to conduct
such research;

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of such research;
and

(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human
primate research.

(e) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs must submit to voluntary U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspections of canine,
feline, and non-human primate research fa-
cilities.

(f) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
such Committees a report describing—

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare
Act, the Public Health Service Policy on Hu-
mane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,
or other Department of Veterans Affairs
policies related to oversight of animal re-
search found during that quarter in VA re-
search facilities;

(2) immediate corrective actions taken;
and

(3) specific actions taken to prevent their
recurrence.

(g) The Department shall implement a plan
under which the Secretary will eliminate the
research conducted using canines, felines, or
non-human primates by not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 247. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may use amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available in this title to ensure
that the ratio of veterans to full-time em-
ployment equivalents within any program of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, does not exceed
125 veterans to one full-time employment
equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
grams of rehabilitation conducted under
chapter 31 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff
ratio for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the
veteran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SEC. 248. Amounts made available for the
“Veterans Health Administration, Medical
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Community Care’ account in this or any
other Act for fiscal years 2026 and 2027 may
be used for expenses that would otherwise be
payable from the Veterans Choice Fund es-
tablished by section 802 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act, as
amended (38 U.S.C. 1701 note).

SEC. 249. Obligations and expenditures ap-
plicable to the ‘‘Medical Services’ account
in fiscal years 2017 through 2019 for aid to
state homes (as authorized by section 1741 of
title 38, United States Code) shall remain in
the ‘““Medical Community Care’ account for
such fiscal years.

SEC. 250. Of the amounts made available
for the Department of Veterans Affairs for
fiscal year 2026, in this or any other Act,
under the ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services’’, ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Community Care’’,
‘“Veterans Health Administration—Medical
Support and Compliance”’, ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Facilities”, and
“Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund’, ac-
counts, $1,429,181,000 shall be made available
for gender-specific care and programmatic
efforts to deliver care for women veterans;
$697,800,000 shall be made available for sui-
cide prevention outreach programs;
$3,500,000,000 shall be made available for the
Caregivers program; $42,000,000 shall be made
available for the National Center for Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder; $70,000,000 shall
be made available for the Neurology Centers
of Excellence; $342,455,000 shall be made
available for rural health care; and,
$3,459,121,000 shall be made available for vet-
erans’ homelessness programs.

SEC. 251. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2026 in the ‘‘Recurring Ex-
penses Transformational Fund’ established
in section 243 of division J of Public Law 114-
113, and in addition to any funds otherwise
made available for such purposes in this,
prior, or subsequent fiscal years, $900,000,000
shall be available for constructing, altering,
extending, and improving medical facilities
of the Veterans Health Administration, in-
cluding all supporting activities and re-
quired contingencies, during the period of
availability of the Fund: Provided, That prior
to obligation of any of the funds provided in
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs must provide a plan for the execution of
the funds appropriated in this section to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress and such Committees
issue an approval, or absent a response, a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 252. Of the $75,039,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Veterans
Health Administration—Medical Services”
in the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119-4),
$2,030,000,000 shall be transferred to ‘‘Vet-
erans Health Administration—Medical Fa-
cilities”.

SEC. 2563. Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds made available in this Act and any
available unobligated balances from prior
Acts, including the Fiscal Responsibility Act
of 2023 (Public Law 118-5), for the Cost of War
Toxic Exposures Fund: Provided, That the
budget resource categories supporting the
Veterans Health Administration shall be re-
ported by the subcategories ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices”, ‘“Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance”’, and ‘‘Medical and
Prosthetic Research’: Provided further, That
not later than 30 days after the end of each
fiscal quarter, the Secretary shall submit a
quarterly report on the status of the funds,
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including, at a minimum, an update on obli-
gations by program, project or activity.

SEC. 2564. Any amounts transferred to the
Secretary and administered by a corporation
referred to in section 7364(b) of title 38,
United States Code, between October 1, 2017
and September 30, 2018 for purposes of car-
rying out an order placed with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs pursuant to section
1535 of title 31, United States Code, that are
available for obligation pursuant to section
7364(b)(1) of title 38, United States Code, are
to remain available for the liquidation of
valid obligations incurred by such corpora-
tion during the period of performance of such
order, provided that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines that such amounts
need to remain available for such liquida-
tion.

SEC. 2565. None of the funds in this or any
other Act may be used to close Department
of Veterans Affairs hospitals, domiciliaries,
or clinics, conduct an environmental assess-
ment, or to diminish healthcare services at
existing Veterans Health Administration
medical facilities as part of a planned re-
alignment of services until the Secretary
provides to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a report in-
cluding an analysis of how any such planned
realignment of services will impact access to
care for veterans living in rural or highly
rural areas, including travel distances and
transportation costs to access a Department
medical facility and availability of local spe-
cialty and primary care.

SEC. 256. Unobligated balances available
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects” and ‘““Construction, Minor
Projects’ may be obligated by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for a facility pursuant to
section 2(e)(1) of the Communities Helping
Invest through Property and Improvements
Needed for Veterans Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 note), as amended, to
provide additional funds or to fund an esca-
lation clause under such section of such Act:
Provided, That before such unobligated bal-
ances are obligated pursuant to this section,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to obligate such unobligated balances
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed: Provided further, That the request to
obligate such unobligated balances must pro-
vide Congress notice that the entity de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 114
294, as amended, has exhausted available cost
containment approaches as set forth in the
agreement under section 2(c) of such Public
Law.

SEC. 257. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2026 for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs may be obligated, awarded, or
expended to procure or purchase covered in-
formation technology equipment in cases
where the manufacturer, bidder, or offeror,
or any subsidiary or parent entity of the
manufacturer, bidder, or offeror, of the
equipment is an entity, or parent company
of an entity listed on any of the following:

(1) the Department of Defense’s Chinese
Military Company List;

(2) the Department of the Treasury’s Non-
SDN Chinese Military Industrial Complex
Companies List;

(3) the Department of Commerce’s Denied
Persons List, Entity List, or Military End
User List, if the entity is—

(A) an agency or instrumentality of the
People’s Republic of China;

(B) an entity headquartered in the People’s
Republic of China; or

(C) directly or indirectly owned or con-
trolled by an agency, instrumentality, or en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) or (B); or
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(4) the Department of Homeland Security’s
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Entity
List.

(b) APPLICABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES.—The
prohibition in subsection (a) also applies in
cases in which the Secretary has contracted
with a third party for the procurement, pur-
chase, or expenditure of funds on any of the
equipment and software described in such
subsection.

(c) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered information tech-
nology equipment’” shall mean the following
equipment used in an office environment:
computers, printers, or interoperable
videoconferencing equipment used in or by
the Department of Veterans Affairs directly.
“Covered information technology equip-
ment’”’ shall not refer to services that use
such equipment, including cloud services.

SEC. 258. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractors whose performance has been judged
to be below satisfactory, behind schedule,
over budget, or has failed to meet the basic
requirements of a contract, unless the Agen-
cy determines that any such deviations are
due to unforeseeable events, government-
driven scope changes, or are not significant
within the overall scope of the project and/or
program and unless such awards or incentive
fees are consistent with section 16.401(e)(2) of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

SEC. 259. The Department is directed to
maintain staffing levels to facilitate the De-
partment’s own goals, including that bene-
fits claims are adjudicated according to the
125 day goal, and that healthcare appoint-
ments and service are provided in the time-
frames required by statute and regulation.

SEC. 260. The Department is directed to
provide quarterly briefings to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress on the status of implementation of
the provisions in Public Law 118-42 related
to veterans in the Freely Associated States
[FAS] in a way that is consistent with Con-
gressional intent, including engagement
with FAS governments, a projected timeline
for veterans in the FAS to receive hospital
care and medical services, and an estimate of
the cost of implementation.

SEC. 261. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Veterans Affairs in this Act may be used
in a manner that would—

(1) interfere with the ability of a veteran
to participate in a medicinal marijuana pro-
gram approved by a State;

(2) deny any services from the Department
to a veteran who is participating in such a
program; or

(3) limit or interfere with the ability of a
health care provider of the Department to
make appropriate recommendations, fill out
forms, or take steps to comply with such a
program.

TITLE III
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its
territories and possessions; rent of office and
garage space in foreign countries; purchase
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed
$15,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
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quired by law of such countries, $108,281,000
to remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section
2109 of title 36, United States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code,
$49,000,000, of which $3,000,000 shall be avail-
able until September 30, 2027: Provided, That
$4,256,000 shall be available for the purpose of
providing financial assistance as described
and in accordance with the process and re-
porting procedures set forth under this head-
ing in Public Law 102-229.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance,
operation, and improvement of Arlington
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis
only, and not to exceed $2,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses,
$118,780,450, of which not to exceed $15,000,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2028. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for
Defense Agencies’’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed
Forces Retirement Home to operate and
maintain the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Washington, District of Columbia,
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home—
Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds
available in the Armed Forces Retirement
Home Trust Fund, $79,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
$2,072,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That
of the amounts made available under this
heading from funds available in the Armed
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund,
$27,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the spe-
cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727
are appropriated and shall be available until
expended to support activities at the Army
National Military Cemeteries.

TITLE IV
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any program,
project, or activity, when it is made known
to the Federal entity or official to which the
funds are made available that the program,
project, or activity is not in compliance with
any Federal law relating to risk assessment,
the protection of private property rights, or
unfunded mandates.
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SEC. 403. All departments and agencies
funded under this Act are encouraged, within
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of “E-
Commerce’” technologies and procedures in
the conduct of their business practices and
public service activities.

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate.

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this or any other appropriations
Act.

SEC. 406. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
Web site of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

SEC. 407. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by an agency of the
executive branch to pay for first-class travel
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989.

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
section 101(e)(8) of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 411. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or
expand any facility in the United States, its
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(¢c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—
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(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5502 of title
38, United States Code, in any case arising
out of the administration by the Secretary
of laws and benefits under such title, to re-
port a person who is deemed mentally inca-
pacitated, mentally incompetent, or to be
experiencing an extended loss of conscious-
ness as a person who has been adjudicated as
a mental defective under subsection (d)(4) or
(2)(4) of section 922 of title 18, United States
Code, without the order or finding of a judge,
magistrate, or other judicial authority of
competent jurisdiction that such person is a
danger to himself or herself or others.

SEC. 413. (a) Each department or agency
funded in this or any other appropriations
Act for fiscal year 2026 shall, no later than 60
days after enactment of this Act, report to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate on
funds that are allotted and available for obli-
gation as of the end of the reporting period
and on obligations as of the end of the re-
porting period: Provided, That such report
shall be delineated by: (1) program, project,
and activity level; (2) public law making
such funds available; and (3) period of avail-
ability: Provided further, That such reports
shall be transmitted to the Committees
monthly thereafter, on the fifteenth of each
such month, during the period of availability
of the relevant funds.

(b) The term ‘‘reporting period’ as used in
this section means the month that precedes
the date on which the department or agency
transmits the report to the Committees.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2026’".
DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-

TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-

PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, $51,792,000 of which not to exceed
$7,000,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary, of which
$650,000 shall be for the establishment of a
Seafood Industry Liaison; not to exceed
$1,896,000 shall be available for the Office of
Homeland Security; not to exceed $5,190,000
shall be available for the Office of Tribal Re-
lations, of which $1,000,000 shall be to con-
tinue a Tribal Public Health Resource Center
at a land grant university with existing in-
digenous public health expertise to expand
current partnerships and collaborative ef-
forts with indigenous groups to improve the
delivery of public health services and func-
tions in American Indian communities focus-
ing on indigenous food sovereignty; not to
exceed $6,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Partnerships and Public Engagement,
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of which $1,500,000 shall be for 7 U.S.C.
2279(c)(5); not to exceed $21,706,000 shall be
available for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Administration, of which
$20,000,000 shall be available for Depart-
mental Administration to provide for nec-
essary expenses for management support
services to offices of the Department and for
general administration, security, repairs and
alterations, and other miscellaneous supplies
and expenses not otherwise provided for and
necessary for the practical and efficient
work of the Department: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Administration mission area for
salaries and expenses are available to fund
up to one administrative support staff for
the Office; not to exceed $4,000,000 shall be
available for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations and Inter-
governmental Affairs to carry out the pro-
grams funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs
and liaison within the executive branch; and
not to exceed $6,000,000 shall be available for
the Office of Communications: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to transfer funds appropriated for
any office of the Office of the Secretary to
any other office of the Office of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $22,000 of the
amount made available under this paragraph
for the immediate Office of the Secretary
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as determined by the Secretary:
Provided further, That the amount made
available under this heading for Depart-
mental Administration shall be reimbursed
from applicable appropriations in this Act
for travel expenses incident to the holding of
hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551-558: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading for the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions and Intergovernmental Affairs shall be
transferred to agencies of the Department of
Agriculture funded by this Act to maintain
personnel at the agency level: Provided fur-
ther, That no funds made available under
this heading for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations may be
obligated after 30 days from the date of en-
actment of this Act, unless the Secretary
has notified the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress on the allo-
cation of these funds by USDA agency: Pro-
vided further, That during any 30 day notifi-
cation period referenced in section 716 of this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall take
no action to begin implementation of the ac-
tion that is subject to section 716 of this Act
or make any public announcement of such
action in any form.
EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Economist, $30,500,000, of which
$10,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative
agreements for policy research under 7
U.S.C. 3155: Provided, That of the amounts
made available under this heading, $2,450,000
shall be for an interdisciplinary center based
at a land grant university focused on agri-
cultural policy relevant to the Midwest re-
gion which will provide private entities, pol-
icymakers, and the public with timely in-
sights and targeted economic solutions: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $500,000 shall be
available to carry out section 224 of subtitle
A of the Department of Agriculture Reorga-
nization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6924), as amend-
ed by section 12504 of Public Law 115-334.
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OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Hearings and Appeals, $16,000,000.

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, $14,967,000.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Information Officer, $91,000,000, of
which not less than $77,428,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the department.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Financial Officer, $6,867,000.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
C1VIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
$1,466,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Civil
Rights mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Civil Rights, $37,000,000.

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For payment of space rental and related
costs pursuant to Public Law 92-313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of
General Services to the Department of Agri-
culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and
other actions needed for the Department and
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space
into configurations suitable for release to
the Administrator of General Services, and
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings
and facilities, and for vrelated costs,
$22,603,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601
et seq.) and the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), $3,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That ap-
propriations and funds available herein to
the Department for Hazardous Materials
Management may be transferred to any
agency of the Department for its use in
meeting all requirements pursuant to the
above Acts on Federal and non-Federal
lands.

OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND
PROTECTION

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Safety, Security, and Protection, $20,800,000.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978
(Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.),
$111,561,000, including such sums as may be
necessary for contracting and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private per-
sons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5
U.S.C. App.), and including not to exceed
$125,000 for certain confidential operational
expenses, including the payment of inform-
ants, to be expended under the direction of
the Inspector General pursuant to the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95—
452; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 1337 of the Ag-
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riculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law
97-98).
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
General Counsel, $60,537,000.

OFFICE OF ETHICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Ethics, $4,500,000.
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Research, Education,
and Economics, $1,884,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Research, Education, and Econom-
ics mission area for salaries and expenses are
available to fund up to one administrative
support staff for the Office: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading, $500,000 shall be made available
for the Office of the Chief Scientist.

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the Economic
Research Service, $90,612,000.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $187,513,000, of
which up to $46,000,000 shall be available
until expended for the Census of Agriculture:
Provided, That amounts made available for
the Census of Agriculture may be used to
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f): Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress in writing at least 30
days prior to discontinuing data collection
programs and reports.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Research Service and for acquisition of lands
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a
nominal cost not to exceed $100,000 and with
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, and for land exchanges where the
lands exchanged shall be of equal value or
shall be equalized by a payment of money to
the grantor which shall not exceed 25 percent
of the total value of the land or interests
transferred out of Federal ownership,
$1,826,778,000: Provided, That appropriations
hereunder shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of aircraft and the
purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but unless otherwise provided, the
cost of constructing any one building shall
not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or
greenhouses which shall each be limited to
$1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be con-
structed or improved at a cost not to exceed
$1,100,000 each, and except for four buildings
to be constructed at a cost not to exceed
$5,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any
one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building or $500,000, whichever is
greater: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for enter-
ing into lease agreements at any Agricul-
tural Research Service location for the con-
struction of a research facility by a non-Fed-
eral entity for use by the Agricultural Re-
search Service and a condition of the lease
shall be that any facility shall be owned, op-
erated, and maintained by the non-Federal
entity and shall be removed upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease agreement:
Provided further, That the limitations on al-
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terations contained in this Act shall not
apply to modernization or replacement of ex-
isting facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available for granting easements at
the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center:
Provided further, That the foregoing limita-
tions shall not apply to replacement of build-
ings needed to carry out the Act of April 24,
1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That
appropriations hereunder shall be available
for granting easements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construc-
tion of a research facility by a non-Federal
entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and a condition
of the easements shall be that upon comple-
tion the facility shall be accepted by the
Secretary, subject to the availability of
funds herein, if the Secretary finds that ac-
ceptance of the facility is in the interest of
the United States: Provided further, That
funds may be received from any State, other
political subdivision, organization, or indi-
vidual for the purpose of establishing or op-
erating any research facility or research
project of the Agricultural Research Service,
as authorized by law: Provided further, That
no later than 60 days from the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
a report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both House of Congress that outlines
the current staffing levels and hiring plans
in fiscal year 2026 for each research unit.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For the acquisition of land, construction,
repair, improvement, extension, alteration,
and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities
as necessary to carry out the agricultural re-
search programs of the Department of Agri-
culture, where mnot otherwise provided,
$42,650,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be for the purposes, and
in the amounts, specified for this account in
the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending’’ in the report accompanying this
Act.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

For payments to agricultural experiment
stations, for cooperative forestry and other
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $1,089,510,000, which shall be for the
purposes, in the amounts, and for the periods
of availability specified in the table titled
“National Institute of Food and Agriculture,
Research and Education Activities”” in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$5659,760,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended and of which $2,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That of the amounts provided under this
heading, $13,560,000 shall be for the purposes,
and in the amounts, specified for this ac-
count in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally
Directed Spending’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, to remain available until
expended, which shall not be subject to sec-
tion 6(c) and section 6(d) of the Research Fa-
cilities Act (7 U.S.C. 390d): Provided further,
That each institution eligible to receive
funds under the Evans-Allen program re-
ceives no less than $1,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That funds for education grants for
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serving
institutions be made available to individual
eligible institutions or consortia of eligible
institutions with funds awarded equally to
each of the States of Alaska and Hawaii: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants
for 1890 institutions shall be made available
to institutions eligible to receive funds
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Provided further,
That not more than 5 percent of the amounts
made available by this or any other Act to
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carry out the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 3157 may be re-
tained by the Secretary of Agriculture to
pay administrative costs incurred by the
Secretary in carrying out that authority.

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT

FUND

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law
103-382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

For payments to States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas,
and American Samoa, $561,700,000 which shall
be for the purposes, in the amounts, and for
the periods of availability specified in the
table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, Extension Activities” in the re-
port accompanying this Act, of which
$32,500,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That institutions eligible
to receive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for coop-
erative extension receive no less than
$1,000,000: Provided further, That funds for co-
operative extension under sections 3(b) and
(c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b)
and (c)) and section 208(c) of Public Law 93—
471 shall be available for retirement and em-
ployees’ compensation costs for extension
agents.

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES

For the integrated research, education,
and extension grants programs, including
necessary administrative expenses,
$41,100,000, which shall be for the purposes, in
the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, Inte-
grated Activities” in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which $8,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, indirect costs shall not be charged
against any Extension Implementation Pro-
gram Area grant awarded under the Crop
Protection/Pest Management Program (7
U.S.C. 7626).

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR

MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $1,617,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION
SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, including
up to $30,000 for representation allowances
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 TU.S.C. 4085),
$1,167,534,000 which shall be for the purposes,
in the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service’ in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$601,5651,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended, of which $11,384,000 shall be for the
purposes, and in the amounts, specified for
this account in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act, to remain available
until expended, and of which $8,500,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2027:
Provided, That no funds shall be used to for-
mulate or administer a brucellosis eradi-
cation program for the current fiscal year
that does not require minimum matching by
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the States of at least 40 percent: Provided
further, That this appropriation shall be
available for the purchase, replacement, op-
eration, and maintenance of aircraft: Pro-
vided further, That in addition, in emer-
gencies which threaten any segment of the
agricultural production industry of the
United States, the Secretary may transfer
from other appropriations or funds available
to the agencies or corporations of the De-
partment such sums as may be deemed nec-
essary, to be available only in such emer-
gencies for the arrest and eradication of con-
tagious or infectious disease or pests of ani-
mals, poultry, or plants, and for expenses in
accordance with sections 10411 and 10417 of
the Animal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C.
8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 of the
Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 7772),
and any unexpended balances of funds trans-
ferred for such emergency purposes in the
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with
such transferred amounts: Provided further,
That the Secretary must notify the Commit-
tees on Appropriations about any transfer of
funds in the preceding proviso within 15 days
after such transfer being made: Provided fur-
ther, That appropriations hereunder shall be
available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for
the repair and alteration of leased buildings
and improvements, but unless otherwise pro-
vided the cost of altering any one building
during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the
building.

In fiscal year 2026, the agency is authorized
to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals,
provided that such fees are structured such
that any entity’s liability for such fees is
reasonably based on the technical assistance,
goods, or services provided to the entity by
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or
services.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, preventive
maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of

land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a,
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
MARKETING SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, $222,887,000, which shall
be for the purposes and in the amounts speci-
fied in the table titled ‘‘Agricultural Mar-
keting Service—Marketing Services’ in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided,
That amounts made available for Dairy Busi-
ness Innovation Initiatives to carry out sec-
tion 12513 of Public Law 115-334 (7 U.S.C.
1632d) shall remain available until expended
and the Secretary shall take measures to en-
sure an equal distribution of funds between
the three regional innovation initiatives
that were first established using funds made
available under this heading in Public Law
116-6: Provided further, That this appropria-
tion shall be available pursuant to law (7
U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of
buildings and improvements, but the cost of
altering any one building during the fiscal
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building.

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701), ex-
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cept for the cost of activities relating to the
development or maintenance of grain stand-
ards under the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act, 7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $62,596,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10
percent with notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME,
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32)

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds available under section 32 of the Act
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be
used only for commodity program expenses
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to
the Department of Commerce as authorized
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C.
T42a et seq.); (2) transfers otherwise provided
in this Act; and (3) not more than $23,880,000
for formulation and administration of mar-
keting agreements and orders pursuant to
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961 (Pub-
lic Law 87-128).

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS

For payments to departments of agri-
culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)),
$1,000,000.

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING
SERVICES EXPENSES

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities
require additional supervision and oversight,
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD
SAFETY

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $1,117,000:
Provided, That funds made available by this
Act to an agency in the Food Safety mission
area for salaries and expenses are available
to fund up to one administrative support
staff for the Office.

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

For necessary expenses to carry out serv-
ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act,
including not to exceed $10,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3,
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,226,000,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public
Health Data Communication Infrastructure
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be
employed during fiscal year 2026 for purposes
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of
Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided
further, That the Food Safety and Inspection
Service shall continue implementation of
section 11016 of Public Law 110-246 as further
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clarified by the amendments made in section
12106 of Public Law 113-79: Provided further,
That this appropriation shall be available
pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alter-
ation and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but the cost of altering any one
building during the fiscal year shall not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building.
TITLE IT
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Farm Production and
Conservation, $1,527,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to an agency in
the Farm Production and Conservation mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
BUSINESS CENTER
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation Business Center,
$238,500,000, of which $1,000,000 shall be for
the implementation of section 773 of Public
Law 117-328: Provided, That $70,740,000 of
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal
year pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3841(a)) shall be transferred to and
merged with this account.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-
ice Agency, $1,209,307,000, of which not less
than $15,000,000 shall be for the hiring of new
employees to fill vacancies and anticipated
vacancies at Farm Service Agency county
offices and farm loan officers and shall be
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That the agency shall submit a report by the
end of the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2026
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress that identifies for each
project/investment that is operational (a)
current performance against key indicators
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or
other technical metrics, (¢) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline,
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of
whether the investment continues to meet
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further,
That the Secretary is authorized to use the
services, facilities, and authorities (but not
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided
further, That other funds made available to
the Agency for authorized activities may be
advanced to and merged with this account:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, $696,594,000 shall
be made available to county offices, to re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding the preceding
proviso, any funds made available to county
offices in the current fiscal year that the Ad-
ministrator of the Farm Service Agency
deems to exceed or not meet the amount
needed for the county offices may be trans-
ferred to or from the Farm Service Agency
for necessary expenses: Provided further, That
none of the funds available for any depart-
ment or agency in this or any other appro-
priations Acts, including prior year Acts,
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shall be used to close Farm Service Agency
county offices: Provided further, That none of
the funds available to the Farm Service
Agency shall be used to permanently relo-
cate county based employees that would re-
sult in an office with two or fewer employees
without prior notification and approval of
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.
STATE MEDIATION GRANTS

For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 5101-5106), $6,500,000: Provided, That
the Secretary of Agriculture may determine
that United States territories and Federally
recognized Indian tribes are ‘‘States’ for the
purposes of Subtitle A of such Act.

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities
under section 12400 of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2), $7,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses involved in making
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and
manufacturers of dairy products under a
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
(Public Law 106-387, 114 Stat. 1549A-12).

GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS

AND RANCHERS

For necessary expenses to carry out direct
reimbursement payments to geographically
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers under
section 1621 of the Food Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792), $3,500,000,
to remain available until expended.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (256 U.S.C. 5136), boll weevil loans
(7 U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation
loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), and relending
program (7 U.S.C. 1936¢), to be available from
funds in the Agricultural Credit Insurance
Fund, as follows: $3,500,000,000 for guaranteed
farm ownership loans and $3,100,000,000 for
farm ownership direct loans; $2,000,000,000 for
unsubsidized guaranteed operating loans and
$1,633,000,000 for direct operating loans;
emergency loans, $14,388,000; Indian tribe
land acquisition loans, $20,000,000; guaran-
teed conservation loans, $150,000,000; and for
boll weevil eradication program loans,
$60,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary shall
deem the pink bollworm to be a boll weevil
for the purpose of boll weevil eradication
program loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans
and grants, including the cost of modifying
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
$1,000,000 for emergency loans, to remain
available until expended; $39,370,000 for farm
ownership direct loans, and $84,000 for boll
weevil eradication program loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $326,053,000: Provided,
That of this amount, $305,803,000 shall be paid
to the appropriation for ‘‘Farm Service
Agency, Salaries and Expenses’.
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Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
count for farm ownership, operating, con-
servation, and emergency direct loans and
loan guarantees may be transferred among
these programs: Provided, That the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress are notified at least 15 days in ad-
vance of any transfer.

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $65,637,000: Provided, That
$1,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act shall be available for
compliance and integrity activities required
under section 516(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Crop
Insurance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)(C)),
and shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise provided for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $1,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation
expenses, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(i).
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16
U.S.C. 590a—f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including
farm irrigation and land drainage and such
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control
agricultural related pollutants); operation of
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination
of information; acquisition of lands, water,
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7
U.S.C. 2268a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $895,754,000, which shall be
for the purposes and in the amounts specified
in the table titled ‘‘Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Conservation Operations”
in the report accompanying this Act, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That appropriations hereunder shall be
available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for con-
struction and improvement of buildings and
public improvements at plant materials cen-
ters, except that the cost of alterations and
improvements to other buildings and other
public improvements shall not exceed
$250,000: Provided further, That when build-
ings or other structures are erected on non-
Federal land, that the right to use such land
is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a.

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION
OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses to carry out pre-
ventive measures, including but not limited
to surveys and investigations, engineering
operations, works of improvement, and
changes in use of land, in accordance with
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009)
and in accordance with the provisions of
laws relating to the activities of the Depart-
ment, $52,360,000, to remain available until
expended, of which $32,360,000 shall be for the
purposes, and in the amounts, specified for
this account in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act: Provided, That for
funds provided by this Act or any other prior
Act, the limitation regarding the size of the
watershed or subwatershed exceeding two
hundred and fifty thousand acres in which
such activities can be undertaken shall only
apply for activities undertaken for the pri-
mary purpose of flood prevention (including
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structural and land treatment measures):
Provided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $10,000,000 shall
be allocated to multi-benefit irrigation mod-
ernization projects and activities that in-
crease fish or wildlife habitat, reduce
drought impact, improve water quality or
instream flow, or provide off-channel renew-
able energy production.

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Under the authorities of section 14 of the
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Act, $1,000,000 is provided.

CORPORATIONS

The following corporations and agencies
are hereby authorized to make expenditures,
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or
agency and in accord with law, and to make
contracts and commitments without regard
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out
the programs set forth in the budget for the
current fiscal year for such corporation or
agency, except as hereinafter provided.

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND
For payments as authorized by section 516
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended.
COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the current fiscal year, such sums as
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. T713a-11): Provided,
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for
information resource management activities
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion business: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate in writ-
ing 15 days prior to the obligation or com-
mitment of any emergency funds from the
Commodity Credit Corporation or the trans-
fer or cancellation of any previously obli-
gated Commodity Credit Corporation funds:
Provided further, That such written notifica-
tion shall include a detailed spend plan for
the anticipated uses of such funds and an ex-
pected timeline for program execution if
such obligation, commitment, transfer, or
cancellation exceeds $100,000,000.

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES)

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity
Credit Corporation shall not expend more
than $15,000,000 for site investigation and
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section
6001 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6961).

TITLE III
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Rural Development,
$1,620,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
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able by this Act to an agency in the Rural
Development mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the administration and implementation of
Rural Development programs, including ac-
tivities with institutions concerning the de-
velopment and operation of agricultural co-
operatives; and for cooperative agreements;
$351,087,000: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, no less
than $75,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be used for information tech-
nology expenses: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
funds appropriated under this heading may
be used for advertising and promotional ac-
tivities that support Rural Development pro-
grams: Provided further, That in addition to
any other funds appropriated for purposes
authorized by section 502(i) of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), any amounts
collected under such section, as amended by
this Act, will immediately be credited to
this account and will remain available until
expended for such purposes: Provided further,
That of the amount made available under
this heading, $2,000,000, to remain available
until expended, shall be for the Secretary of
Agriculture to carry out a pilot program
that assists rural hospitals to improve long-
term operations and financial health by pro-
viding technical assistance through analysis
of current hospital management practices.

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, to be available from funds in the rural
housing insurance fund, as follows:
$1,000,000,000 shall be for section 502 direct
loans; $5,000,000 shall be for a Single Family
Housing Relending demonstration program
for Native American Tribes; and
$25,000,000,000 shall be for section 502 unsub-
sidized guaranteed loans; $25,000,000 for sec-
tion 504 housing repair loans; $50,000,000 for
section 515 rental housing; $400,000,000 for
section 538 guaranteed multi-family housing
loans; $10,000,000 for credit sales of single
family housing acquired property: $5,000,000
for section 523 self-help housing land devel-
opment loans; $5,000,000 for section 524 site
development loans; and $15,000,000 for section
514 direct farm labor housing loans.

For the cost of direct loans, guaranteed
loans, and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
section 502 direct loans, $130,600,000, of which
$32,650,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027; Single Family Housing Re-
lending demonstration program for Native
American Tribes, $2,469,000; section 504 hous-
ing repair loans, $4,333,000; repair, rehabilita-
tion, and new construction of section 515
rental housing, $15,130,000, to remain avail-
able until expended; section 523 self-help
housing land development loans, $657,000;
section 524 site development loans, $502,000;
section 514 farm 1labor housing loans,
$4,761,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; and farm labor housing grants, as
authorized by section 516 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1486), $7,500,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That to support the loan program level for
section 538 guaranteed loans made available
under this heading the Secretary may charge
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or adjust any fees to cover the projected cost
of such loan guarantees pursuant to the pro-
visions of the Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2
U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the interest on such
loans may not be subsidized: Provided further,
That applicants in communities that have a
current rural area waiver under section 541
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q)
shall be treated as living in a rural area for
purposes of section 502 guaranteed loans pro-
vided under this heading: Provided further,
That of the amounts available under this
paragraph for section 502 direct loans, no less
than $5,000,000 shall be available for direct
loans for individuals whose homes will be
built pursuant to a program funded with a
mutual and self-help housing grant author-
ized by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949
until June 1, 2026: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall implement provisions to pro-
vide incentives to nonprofit organizations
and public housing authorities to facilitate
the acquisition of Rural Housing Service
(RHS) multifamily housing properties by
such nonprofit organizations and public
housing authorities that commit to keep
such properties in the RHS multifamily
housing program for a period of time as de-
termined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the
following: allow such nonprofit entities and
public housing authorities to earn a Return
on Investment on the owner’s initial equity
contributions, as defined by the Secretary,
invested in the transaction; and allow reim-
bursement of organizational costs associated
with owner’s oversight of asset referred to as
“Asset Management Fee’ of up to $7,500 per
property.

In addition, for the cost of direct loans and
grants, including the cost of modifying
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, $34,000,000, to
remain available until expended, for a dem-
onstration program for the preservation and
revitalization of the sections 514, 515, and 516
multi-family rental housing properties to re-
structure existing USDA multi-family hous-
ing loans, as the Secretary deems appro-
priate, expressly for the purposes of ensuring
the project has sufficient resources to pre-
serve the project for the purpose of providing
safe and affordable housing for low-income
residents and farm laborers including reduc-
ing or eliminating interest; deferring loan
payments, subordinating, reducing or re-am-
ortizing loan debt; and other financial assist-
ance including advances, payments and in-
centives (including the ability of owners to
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided, That the
Secretary shall, as part of the preservation
and revitalization agreement, obtain a re-
strictive use agreement consistent with the
terms of the restructuring.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be
paid to the appropriation for ‘“‘Rural Devel-
opment, Salaries and Expenses’’.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For rental assistance agreements entered
into or renewed pursuant to the authority
under section 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of
1949 or agreements entered into in lieu of
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible
households as authorized by section
502(c)(b)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949,
$1,715,000,000, and in addition such sums as
may be necessary, as authorized by section
521(c) of the Act, to liquidate debt incurred
prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rent-
al assistance program under section 521(a)(2)
of the Act: Provided, That amounts made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for renewal of rental assistance agree-
ments for a maximum of 5,000 units where
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the Secretary determines that a maturing
loan for a project cannot reasonably be re-
structured with another USDA loan or modi-
fication and the project was operating with
rental assistance under section 521 of the
Housing Act of 1949: Provided further, That
the Secretary may enter into rental assist-
ance contracts in maturing properties with
existing rental assistance agreements not-
withstanding any provision of section 521 of
the Housing Act of 1949, for a term of at least
10 years but not more than 20 years: Provided
further, That any agreement to enter into a
rental assistance contract under section 521
of the Housing Act of 1949 for a maturing
property shall obligate the owner to con-
tinue to maintain the project as decent, safe,
and sanitary housing and to operate the de-
velopment in accordance with the Housing
Act of 1949, except that rents shall be based
on current Fair Market Rents as established
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart A,
42 U.S.C. 1437f and 3535d, to determine the
maximum initial rent and adjusted annually
by the Operating Cost Adjustment Factor
pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart B, unless the
Agency determines that the project’s budget-
based needs require a higher rent, in which
case the Agency may approve a budget-based
rent level: Provided further, That rental as-
sistance agreements entered into or renewed
during the current fiscal year shall be funded
for a one year period: Provided further, That
upon request by an owner under section 514
or 515 of the Act, the Secretary may renew
the rental assistance agreement for a period
of 20 years or until the term of such loan has
expired, subject to annual appropriations:
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year
agreements may be transferred and used for
purposes of any debt reduction, mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation of any exist-
ing projects; preservation; and rental assist-
ance activities authorized under title V of
the Act: Provided further, That rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into
prior to fiscal year 2026 for a farm labor
multi-family housing project financed under
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be re-
captured for use in another project until
such assistance has remained unused for a
period of twelve consecutive months, if such
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking
such assistance or the project has rental as-
sistance eligible tenants who are not receiv-
ing such assistance: Provided further, That
such recaptured rental assistance shall, to
the extent practicable, be applied to another
farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act:
Provided further, That except as provided in
the eighth proviso under this heading and
notwithstanding any other provision of the
Act, the Secretary may recapture rental as-
sistance provided under agreements entered
into prior to fiscal year 2026 for a project
that the Secretary determines no longer
needs rental assistance and use such recap-
tured funds for current needs: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to any other available
funds, the Secretary may expend not more
than $1,000,000 total, from the program funds
made available under this heading, for infor-
mation technology improvements under this
heading.
RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT

For the rural housing voucher program as
authorized under section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection
(b) of such section, $48,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That the
funds made available under this heading
shall be available for rural housing vouchers
to any low-income household (including
those not receiving rental assistance) resid-
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ing in a property financed with a section 515
loan which has been prepaid or otherwise
paid off after September 30, 2005, and is not
receiving stand-alone section 521 rental as-
sistance: Provided further, That the amount
of such voucher shall be the difference be-
tween comparable market rent for the sec-
tion 515 unit and the tenant paid rent for
such unit: Provided further, That funds made
available for such vouchers shall be subject
to the availability of annual appropriations:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, administer
such vouchers with current regulations and
administrative guidance applicable to sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers administered by the
Secretary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development: Provided further, That in
addition to any other available funds, the
Secretary may expend not more than
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made
available under this heading, for administra-
tive expenses for activities funded under this
heading.
MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS

For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-
tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490c), $25,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For grants for very low-income housing re-
pair and rural housing preservation made by
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $35,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $1,250,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $650,000,000 for guaranteed
loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
community facilities programs as authorized
by section 306 and described in section
381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $217,436,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which
$199,436,000 shall be for the purposes, and in
the amounts specified in the table titled
‘‘Congressionally Directed Spending’ in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided,
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for a
Rural Community Development Initiative:
Provided further, That such funds shall be
used solely to develop the capacity and abil-
ity of private, nonprofit community-based
housing and community development organi-
zations, low-income rural communities, and
Federally Recognized Native American
Tribes to undertake projects to improve
housing, community facilities, community
and economic development projects in rural
areas: Provided further, That such funds shall
be made available to qualified private, non-
profit and public intermediary organizations
proposing to carry out a program of financial
and technical assistance: Provided further,
That such intermediary organizations shall
provide matching funds from other sources,
including Federal funds for related activi-
ties, in an amount not less than funds pro-
vided: Provided further, That any unobligated
balances from prior year appropriations
under this heading for the cost of direct
loans, loan guarantees and grants, including
amounts deobligated or cancelled, may be
made available to cover the subsidy costs for
direct loans, loan guarantees and or grants
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under this heading in this fiscal year: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be made
available pursuant to the preceding proviso
from amounts that were designated by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Provided
further, That amounts specified in the tables
titled ‘‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending” in the ex-
planatory statements accompanying prior
year Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Acts, as described in sec-
tion 4 in the matter preceding division A of
such Acts, may not be made available pursu-
ant to the fifth proviso until at least three
fiscal years after the fiscal year in which
such funds were originally made available:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the preceding
proviso without prior notification and ap-
proval of the Committees of Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress: Provided further,
That $13,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for
community facilities grants, as authorized
by section 306(a)(19) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act, of which
$8,000,000 shall be for grants to tribal colleges
as authorized by section 306(a)(25) of such
Act: Provided further, That sections 381E-H
and 381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading:
Provided further, That in addition to any
other available funds, the Secretary may ex-
pend not more than $1,000,000 total, from the
program funds made available under this
heading, for administrative expenses for ac-
tivities funded under this heading.

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE

RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of guaranteed loans as authorized by
section 310B of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)),
$1,750,000,000.

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants,
for the rural business development programs
authorized by section 310B and described in
subsections (a), (¢), (f) and (g) of section 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $55,575,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $15,575,000
shall be for business and industry guaranteed
loans: Provided further, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $26,000,000
shall be for rural business development
grants as authorized by section 310B(c) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act, of which not to exceed $500,000 shall be
made available for one grant to a qualified
national organization to provide technical
assistance for rural transportation in order
to promote economic development: Provided
further, That of the amount appropriated
under this heading, $10,000,000 shall be for
grants to the Delta Regional Authority (7
U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.), the Northern Border
Regional Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101 et
seq.), the Southwest Border Regional Com-
mission (40 U.S.C. 15301 et seq.), and the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission (40 U.S.C.
14101 et seq.) for any Rural Community Ad-
vancement Program purpose as described in
section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which not more
than 5 percent may be used for administra-
tive expenses: Provided further, That
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for business grants to
benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to
a qualified national organization to provide
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technical assistance for rural transportation
in order to promote economic development:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to funds
made available under this heading.

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND

ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b),
$13,000,000.

For the cost of direct loans, $2,954,000, as
authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of
which $295,000 shall be available through
June 30, 2026, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $591,000
shall be available through June 30, 2026, for
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-
mined in accordance with Public Law 100-
460): Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000
shall be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural
Development, Salaries and Expenses’.

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized under section 313B(a) of the
Rural Electrification Act, for the purpose of
promoting rural economic development and
job creation projects, $50,000,000.

The cost of grants authorized under sec-
tion 313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act,
for the purpose of promoting rural economic
development and job creation projects shall
not exceed $10,000,000.

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

For rural cooperative development grants
authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $24,800,000, of which $3,500,000
shall be for cooperative agreements for the
appropriate technology transfer for rural
areas program: Provided, That not to exceed
$3,000,000 shall be for grants for cooperative
development centers, individual coopera-
tives, or groups of cooperatives that serve
socially disadvantaged groups and a major-
ity of the boards of directors or governing
boards of which are comprised of individuals
who are members of socially disadvantaged
groups; and of which $12,500,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for value-
added agricultural product market develop-
ment grants, as authorized by section 210A of
the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, of
which $1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for Agriculture Innovation
Centers authorized pursuant to section 6402
of Public Law 107-171.

RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For the principal amount of direct loans as
authorized by section 379E of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7
U.S.C. 2008s), $19,515,000.

For the cost of loans and grants, $5,000,000
under the same terms and conditions as au-
thorized by section 379E of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
2008s).

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM

For the principal amount of loan guaran-
tees, under the same terms and conditions as
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8107), $100,000,000.

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE

For the cost of loans and grants that is

consistent with section 243 of subtitle D of
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title II of the Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6953), as
added by section 4206 of the Agricultural Act
of 2014, for necessary expenses of the Sec-
retary to support projects that provide ac-
cess to healthy food in underserved areas, to
create and preserve quality jobs, and to revi-
talize low-income communities, $500,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That such costs of loans, including the cost
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.
RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development  Act, as follows:
$1,015,000,000 for direct loans; and $50,000,000
for guaranteed loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D,
306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, $443,776,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That $51,476,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for di-
rect loans, of which no less than $3,876,000
shall be available for water and waste direct
one percent loans for distressed communities
as the Secretary deems appropriate: Provided
further, That $1,000,000 shall be available for
the rural utilities program described in sec-
tion 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided further,
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for the
rural utilities program described in section
306E of such Act: Provided further, That
$10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for grants authorized
by section 306A(i)(2) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act in addi-
tion to funding authorized by section
306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That
$65,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B)
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act, and the De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands (of the
State of Hawaii): Provided further, That fund-
ing provided for section 306D of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may
be provided to a consortium formed pursuant
to section 325 of Public Law 105-83: Provided
further, That not more than 2 percent of the
funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
may be used by the State of Alaska for train-
ing and technical assistance programs and
not more than 2 percent of the funding pro-
vided for section 306D of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act may be
used by a consortium formed pursuant to
section 325 of Public Law 105-83 for training
and technical assistance programs: Provided
further, That $35,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for tech-
nical assistance grants for rural water and
waste systems pursuant to section 306(a)(14)
of such Act, unless the Secretary makes a
determination of extreme need, of which
$9,000,000 shall be made available for a grant
to a qualified nonprofit multi-State regional
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technical assistance organization, with expe-
rience in working with small communities
on water and waste water problems, the prin-
cipal purpose of such grant shall be to assist
rural communities with populations of 3,300
or less, in improving the planning, financing,
development, operation, and management of
water and waste water systems, and of which
not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified
national Native American organization to
provide technical assistance for rural water
systems for tribal communities: Provided fur-
ther, That $23,900,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for con-
tracting with qualified national organiza-
tions for a circuit rider program to provide
technical assistance for rural water systems:
Provided further, That $4,000,000 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for solid waste management grants:
Provided further, That $240,400,000 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for grants pursuant to section
306(a)(2)(a) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act: Provided further,
That $8,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be transferred to,
and merged with, the Rural Utilities Service,
High Energy Cost Grants Account to provide
grants authorized under section 19 of the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C.
918a): Provided further, That if any funds
made available for the direct loan subsidy
costs under this heading remain unobligated
after July 31, 2026, such unobligated balances
may be used for grant programs funded
under this heading: Provided further, That
any unobligated balances from prior year ap-
propriations under this heading for the cost
of direct loans, loan guarantees and grants,
including amounts deobligated or cancelled,
may be made available to cover the subsidy
costs for direct loans, loan guarantees and or
grants under this heading in this fiscal year:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading.

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-

CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The principal amount of loans and loan
guarantees as authorized by sections 4, 305,
306, 313A, and 317 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 904, 935, 936, 940c-1, and
940g) shall be made as follows: guaranteed
rural electric loans made pursuant to section
306 of that Act, $2,667,000,000; cost of money
direct loans made pursuant to sections 4,
notwithstanding the one-eighth of one per-
cent in 4(c)(2), and 317, notwithstanding
317(c), of that Act, $4,333,000,000; guaranteed
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A
of that Act, $900,000,000; for cost-of-money
rural telecommunications loans made pursu-
ant to section 305(d)(2) of that Act,
$350,000,000; and for guaranteed rural tele-
communications loans made pursuant to sec-
tion 306 of that Act, $200,000,000: Provided,
That up to $2,000,000,000 shall be used for the
construction, acquisition, design, engineer-
ing or improvement of fossil-fueled electric
generating plants (whether new or existing)
that utilize carbon subsurface utilization
and storage systems.

For the cost of direct loans as authorized
by section 305(d)(2) of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935(d)(2)), including
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act



S4646

of 1974, cost of money rural telecommuni-
cations loans, $3,570,000.

In addition, $4,200,000 to remain available
until expended, to carry out section 6407 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That
the energy efficiency measures supported by
the funding in this paragraph shall con-
tribute in a demonstrable way to the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gases.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall
be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural De-
velopment, Salaries and Expenses’.

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND
BROADBAND PROGRAM

For grants for telemedicine and distance
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $40,610,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
$610,000 shall be for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified for this account in the
table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending” in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided, That $3,000,000 shall be made
available for grants authorized by section
379G of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act: Provided further, That fund-
ing provided under this heading for grants
under section 379G of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act may only be pro-
vided to entities that meet all of the eligi-
bility criteria for a consortium as estab-
lished by this section.

For the cost to continue a broadband loan
and grant pilot program established by sec-
tion 779 of division A of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141)
under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $35,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided,
That the Secretary may award grants de-
scribed in section 601(a) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C.
950bb(a)) for the purposes of carrying out
such pilot program: Provided further, That
the cost of direct loans shall be defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That at least 90 per-
cent of the households to be served by a
project receiving a loan or grant under the
pilot program shall be in a rural area with-
out sufficient access to broadband: Provided
further, That for purposes of such pilot pro-
gram, a rural area without sufficient access
to broadband shall be defined as twenty-five
megabits per second downstream and three
megabits per second upstream: Provided fur-
ther, That to the extent possible, projects re-
ceiving funds provided under the pilot pro-
gram must build out service to at least one
hundred megabits per second downstream,
and twenty megabits per second upstream:
Provided further, That an entity to which a
loan or grant is made under the pilot pro-
gram shall not use the loan or grant to over-
build or duplicate broadband service in a
service area by any entity that has received
a broadband loan from the Rural Utilities
Service unless such service is not provided
sufficient access to broadband at the min-
imum service threshold: Provided further,
That not more than four percent of the funds
made available in this paragraph can be used
for administrative costs to carry out the
pilot program and up to three percent of
funds made available in this paragraph may
be available for technical assistance and pre-
development planning activities to support
the most rural communities: Provided fur-
ther, That the Rural Utilities Service is di-
rected to expedite program delivery methods
that would implement this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of this para-
graph, the Secretary shall adhere to the no-
tice, reporting and service area assessment
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requirements set forth in section 701 of the
Rural Electrification Act (7 U.S.C. 950cc).

In addition, $20,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for the Community Connect
Grant Program authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950bb-
3.

TITLE IV
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR F0OOD,
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and
Consumer Services, $1,127,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Food, Nutrition and Consumer
Services mission area for salaries and ex-
penses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office.

FO0OD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21,
and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21;
$36,285,902,000 to remain available through
September 30, 2027, of which such sums as are
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246), as amended by this
Act, shall be merged with and available for
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total
amount available, $18,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.):
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $21,918,000 shall be available to
carry out studies and evaluations and shall
remain available until expended: Provided
further, That of the total amount available,
$5,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out section 18(g) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(g)): Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 18(g)(3)(C) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(g)(3)(c)), the total grant amount
provided to a farm to school grant recipient
in fiscal year 2026 shall not exceed $500,000:
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $10,000,000 shall be available to
provide competitive grants to State agencies
for subgrants to local educational agencies
and schools to purchase the equipment, with
a value of greater than $1,000, needed to
serve healthier meals, improve food safety,
and to help support the establishment, main-
tenance, or expansion of the school breakfast
program: Provided further, That of the total
amount available, $1,500,000 shall remain
available until expended to carry out activi-
ties authorized under subsections (a)(2) and
(e)(2) of section 21 of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769b—
1(a)(2) and (e)(2)): Provided further, That sec-
tion 26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
2010 through 2026’ and inserting ‘2010
through 2027’: Provided further, That section
9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
“For fiscal year 2025’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2026’’: Provided further, That section
9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
“For fiscal year 2025’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2026.

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM

FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)

For necessary expenses to carry out the

special supplemental nutrition program as
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authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $8,200,000,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2027: Provided, That notwithstanding section
17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1786(h)(10)), not less than $90,000,000
shall be used for breastfeeding peer coun-
selors and other related activities, and
$14,000,000 shall be used for infrastructure,
including investments to develop strategies
to improve timely program data collection
and reporting: Provided further, That funds
made available under this heading may be
used to award grants and cooperative agree-
ments to State agencies or other entities:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall use
funds made available under this heading to
maintain the amount for the cash-value
voucher for women and children participants
at an amount recommended by the National
Academies of Science, Engineering and Medi-
cine and adjusted for inflation: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds provided in this
account shall be available for the purchase of
infant formula except in accordance with the
cost containment and competitive bidding
requirements specified in section 17 of such
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds
provided shall be available for activities that
are not fully reimbursed by other Federal
Government departments or agencies unless
authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a fed-
erally mandated vendor moratorium and
subject to terms and conditions established
by the Secretary, the Secretary may waive
the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the
request of a State agency.
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), $118,139,341,000, of which
$3,000,000,000, to remain available through
September 30, 2027, shall be placed in reserve
for use only in such amounts and at such
times as may become necessary to carry out
program operations: Provided, That funds
provided herein shall be expended in accord-
ance with section 16 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$998,000 may be used to provide nutrition
education services to State agencies and
Federally Recognized Tribes participating in
the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$3,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, shall be used to carry out
section 4003(b) of Public Law 115-334 relating
to demonstration projects for tribal organi-
zations: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $3,000,000
shall be used to carry out section 4208 of
Public Law 115-334: Provided further, That
this appropriation shall be subject to any
work registration or workfare requirements
as may be required by law: Provided further,
That funds made available for Employment
and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2027:
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading for section 28(d)(1), sec-
tion 4(b), and section 27(a) of the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008 shall remain available
through September 30, 2027: Provided further,
That none of the funds made available under
this heading may be obligated or expended in
contravention of section 213A of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A):
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading may be used to enter into
contracts and employ staff to conduct stud-
ies, evaluations, or to conduct activities re-
lated to program integrity provided that
such activities are authorized by the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008.
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COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out dis-
aster and commodity assistance, $516,070,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2027, of which $425,000,000 shall be for the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program, as
authorized by section 4(a) of the Agriculture
and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 (7
U.S.C. 612¢ note), $80,000,000 shall be for the
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983,
$1,070,000 shall be for assistance for the nu-
clear affected islands, as authorized by sec-
tion 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (Public Law
108-188), and $10,000,000 shall be for the Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program, as author-
ized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966: Provided, That none of these
funds shall be available to reimburse the
Commodity Credit Corporation for commod-
ities donated to the program: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, effective with funds made avail-
able in fiscal year 2026 to support the Seniors
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 4402 of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002, such funds
shall remain available through September
30, 2027: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under section 27(a) of the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
2036(a)), the Secretary may use up to 20 per-
cent for costs associated with the distribu-
tion of commodities.

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary administrative expenses of
the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $177,348,000: Provided, That of the funds
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law
107-171, as amended by section 4401 of Public
Law 110-246.

TITLE V

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED
PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agri-
cultural Affairs, $932,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to any
agency in the Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Codex Alimentarius, $4,922,000, including not
to exceed $40,000 for official reception and
representation expenses.

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, including not to exceed
$250,000 for representation allowances and for
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766),
$227,330,000, of which no more than 6 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2027, for overseas operations to include the
payment of locally employed staff: Provided,
That the Service may utilize advances of
funds, or reimburse this appropriation for ex-
penditures made on behalf of Federal agen-
cies, public and private organizations and in-
stitutions under agreements executed pursu-
ant to the agricultural food production as-
sistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the for-
eign assistance programs of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $5,000,000,
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to remain available until expended, shall be

for the Cochran Fellowship Program, as au-

thorized by 7 U.S.C. 3293, $4,000,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for the

Borlaug International Agricultural Science

and Technology Fellowship program, as au-

thorized by 7 U.S.C. 3319j, and up to
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the purpose of offsetting
fluctuations in international currency ex-
change rates, subject to documentation by
the Foreign Agricultural Service.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS

For expenses during the current fiscal
year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83-480), for commodities supplied in
connection with dispositions abroad under
title II of said Act, $1,500,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amount made available under this head-
ing, $1,000,000, shall be for the Secretary of
Agriculture, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State and heads of other relevant
Federal departments and agencies as appli-
cable, to conduct an interagency review and,
within 60 days of enactment of this Act, pro-
vide a detailed report outlining the process
and agency needs to support a transfer of the
Food for Peace program from the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development to the For-
eign Agricultural Service within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture: Provided further, That
such report shall include the requirements
outlined in the section entitled ‘‘Food for
Peace Interagency Review and Report” in
the report accompanying this Act and shall
also address any other needs that the De-
partment of Agriculture believes will be re-
quired to support successful implementation
of such program transfer.

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR
EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM
GRANTS
For necessary expenses to carry out the

provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-

rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7

U.S.C. 17360-1), $240,000,000, to remain avail-

able until expended: Provided, That the Com-

modity Credit Corporation is authorized to
provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such
section, subject to reimbursement from
amounts provided herein: Provided further,

That of the amount made available under

this heading, not more than 10 percent, but

not less than $24,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended to purchase agricultural
commodities as described in subsection

3107(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-

vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 17360-1(a)(2)).

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103,
$6,063,000, to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, which shall be paid to the
appropriation for ‘‘Foreign Agricultural
Service, Salaries and Expenses’’.

TITLE VI
RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Food and
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
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chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92-313 for programs and
activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of
Columbia or elsewhere; for miscellaneous
and emergency expenses of enforcement ac-
tivities, authorized and approved by the Sec-
retary and to be accounted for solely on the
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000;
and notwithstanding section 521 of Public
Law 107-188; $7,015,038,000: Provided, That of
the amount provided under this heading,
$1,5643,226,000 shall be derived from prescrip-
tion drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379h, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$445,808,000 shall be derived from medical de-
vice user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j,
and shall be credited to this account and re-
main available until expended; $665,438,000
shall be derived from human generic drug
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j—42, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $55,731,000 shall be
derived from biosimilar biological product
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-52, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $34,142,000 shall be
derived from animal drug user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-12, and shall be credited
to this account and remain available until
expended; $26,503,000 shall be derived from ge-
neric new animal drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-21, and shall be credited to
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $712,000,000 shall be derived from to-
bacco product user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended:
Provided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this
heading, amounts collected for prescription
drug user fees, medical device user fees,
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-
logical product user fees, animal drug user
fees, and generic new animal drug user fees
that exceed the respective fiscal year 2026
limitations are appropriated and shall be
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That
fees derived from prescription drug, medical
device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic
new animal drug assessments for fiscal year
2026, including any such fees collected prior
to fiscal year 2026 but credited for fiscal year
2026, shall be subject to the fiscal year 2026
limitations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may accept payment during fiscal
year 2026 of user fees specified under this
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2027,
prior to the due date for such fees, and that
amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal year
2027 for which the Secretary accepts pay-
ment in fiscal year 2026 shall not be included
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used
to develop, establish, or operate any program
of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $1,171,319,000 shall be for the
Human Foods Program and for related field
activities, including inspections, investiga-
tions, and import operations, conducted by
the Human Foods Program, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist, of which no less than
$15,000,000 shall be used for inspections of for-
eign seafood manufacturers and field exami-
nations of imported seafood; (2) $2,497,463,000
shall be for the Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research and for related field activities,
including inspections, investigations, and
import operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist, of which
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no less than $10,000,000 shall be for pilots to
increase unannounced foreign inspections
and shall remain available until expended;
(3) $625,756,000 shall be for the Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Research and for re-
lated field activities, including inspections,
investigations, and import operations, con-
ducted by the Center, the Office of Inspec-
tions and Investigations, or the Office of the
Chief Scientist; (4) $286,442,000 shall be for
the Center for Veterinary Medicine and for
related field activities, including inspec-
tions, investigations, and import operations,
conducted by the Center, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist; (5) $863,358,000 shall be
for the Center for Devices and Radiological
Health and for related field activities, in-
cluding inspections, investigations, and im-
port operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist; (6)
$77,740,000 shall be for the National Center
for Toxicological Research; (7) $689,258,000
shall be for the Center for Tobacco Products
and for related field activities, including in-
spections, investigations, and import oper-
ations, conducted by the Center, the Office of
Inspections and Investigations, or the Office
of the Chief Scientist; (8) $434,455,000 shall be
for Rent and Related activities, of which
$55,112,000 is for White Oak Consolidation,
other than the amounts paid to the General
Services Administration for rent; (9)
$219,639,000 shall be for payments to the Gen-
eral Services Administration for rent; and
(10) $369,267,000 shall be for other activities,
including the Office of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, the Office of the Chief Sci-
entist, the Office of the Chief Medical Offi-
cer, and central services for these offices:
Provided further, That not to exceed $25,000 of
this amount shall be for official reception
and representation expenses, not otherwise
provided for, as determined by the Commis-
sioner: Provided further, That any transfer of
funds pursuant to, and for the administra-
tion of, section 770(n) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n))
shall only be from amounts made available
under this heading for other activities and
shall not exceed $2,000,000: Provided further,
That of the amounts that are made available
under this heading for ‘‘other activities”,
and that are not derived from user fees,
$1,500,000 shall be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services—Office of In-
spector General’”’ for oversight of the pro-
grams and operations of the Food and Drug
Administration and shall be in addition to
funds otherwise made available for oversight
of the Food and Drug Administration: Pro-
vided further, That funds may be transferred
from one specified activity to another with
the prior approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381,
priority review user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary
qualified importer program fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-31, outsourcing facility fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-62, prescription
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
3563(e)(3), third-party logistics provider 1li-
censing and inspection fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360eee-3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), medical
countermeasure priority review voucher user
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-4a, and
fees relating to over-the-counter monograph
drugs authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-72 shall be
credited to this account, to remain available
until expended.
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BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
For plans, construction, repair, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, demolition, and
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities of
or used by the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, where not otherwise provided,
$5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

INDEPENDENT AGENCY
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $106,500,000 (from assess-
ments collected from farm credit institu-
tions, including the Federal Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation) shall be obligated
during the current fiscal year for adminis-
trative expenses as authorized under 12
U.S.C. 2249: Provided, That this limitation
shall not apply to expenses associated with
receiverships: Provided further, That the
agency may exceed this limitation by up to
10 percent with notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress: Provided further, That the purposes
of section 3.7(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Farm Credit
Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(2)(A)(i)), the
Farm Credit Administration may exempt, an
amount in its sole discretion, from the appli-
cation of the limitation provided in that
clause of export loans described in the clause
guaranteed or insured in a manner other
than described in subclause (II) of the clause.

TITLE VII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 701. The Secretary may use any appro-
priations made available to the Department
of Agriculture in this Act to purchase new
passenger motor vehicles, in addition to spe-
cific appropriations for this purpose, so long
as the total number of vehicles purchased in
fiscal year 2026 does not exceed the number
of vehicles owned or leased in fiscal year
2018: Provided, That, prior to purchasing ad-
ditional motor vehicles, the Secretary must
determine that such vehicles are necessary
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life,
property, and public safety: Provided further,
That the Secretary may not increase the De-
partment of Agriculture’s fleet above the
2018 level unless the Secretary notifies in
writing, and receives approval from, the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress within 30 days of the no-
tification.

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or
any other available unobligated discre-
tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of
property, plant and equipment and for the
improvement, delivery, and implementation
of Department financial, and administrative
information technology services, and other
support systems necessary for the delivery of
financial, administrative, and information
technology services, including cloud adop-
tion and migration, of primary benefit to the
agencies of the Department of Agriculture,
such transferred funds to remain available
until expended: Provided, That none of the
funds made available by this Act or any
other Act shall be transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund without the prior approval
of the agency administrator: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds transferred to
the Working Capital Fund pursuant to this
section shall be available for obligation
without written notification to and the prior
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
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tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to make
any changes to the Department’s National
Finance Center without written notification
to and prior approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress as
required by section 716 of this Act: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to initiate,
plan, develop, implement, or make any
changes to remove or relocate any systems,
missions, personnel, or functions of the of-
fices of the Chief Financial Officer and the
Chief Information Officer, co-located with or
from the National Finance Center prior to
written notification to and prior approval of
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress and in accordance with
the requirements of section 716 of this Act:
Provided further, That the National Finance
Center Information Technology Services Di-
vision personnel and data center manage-
ment responsibilities, and control of any
functions, missions, and systems for current
and future human resources management
and integrated personnel and payroll sys-
tems (PPS) and functions provided by the
Chief Financial Officer and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall remain in the National
Finance Center and under the management
responsibility and administrative control of
the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture and
the offices of the Chief Financial Officer
shall actively market to existing and new
Departments and other government agencies
National Finance Center shared services in-
cluding, but not limited to, payroll, financial
management, and human capital shared
services and allow the National Finance Cen-
ter to perform technology upgrades: Provided
further, That of annual income amounts in
the Working Capital Fund of the Department
of Agriculture attributable to the amounts
in excess of the true costs of the shared serv-
ices provided by the National Finance Center
and budgeted for the National Finance Cen-
ter, the Secretary shall reserve not more
than 4 percent for the replacement or acqui-
sition of capital equipment, including equip-
ment for the improvement, delivery, and im-
plementation of financial, administrative,
and information technology services, and
other systems of the National Finance Cen-
ter or to pay any unforeseen, extraordinary
cost of the National Finance Center: Provided
further, That none of the amounts reserved
shall be available for obligation unless the
Secretary submits written notification of
the obligation to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That the limitations on the ob-
ligation of funds pending notification to
Congressional Committees shall not apply to
any obligation that, as determined by the
Secretary, is necessary to respond to a de-
clared state of emergency that significantly
impacts the operations of the National Fi-
nance Center; or to evacuate employees of
the National Finance Center to a safe haven
to continue operations of the National Fi-
nance Center.

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost
rates on cooperative agreements or similar
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose
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of such cooperative arrangements is to carry
out programs of mutual interest between the
two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants
and contracts with such institutions when
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act.

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until
expended to disburse obligations made in the
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: The Rural Development Loan Fund
program account, the Rural Electrification
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance
Fund program account.

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act
may be used to acquire new information
technology systems or significant upgrades,
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification
to and the prior approval of the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That notwithstanding
section 11319 of title 40, United States Code,
none of the funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for information tech-
nology shall be obligated for projects, con-
tracts, or other agreements over $25,000 prior
to receipt of written approval by the Chief
Information Officer: Provided further, That
the Chief Information Officer may authorize
an agency to obligate funds without written
approval from the Chief Information Officer
for projects, contracts, or other agreements
up to $250,000 based upon the performance of
an agency measured against the performance
plan requirements described in the explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law
113-235.

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal
year.

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former Rural Utilities Serv-
ice borrower that has repaid or prepaid an
insured, direct or guaranteed loan under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, or any not-
for-profit utility that is eligible to receive
an insured or direct loan under such Act,
shall be eligible for assistance under section
313B(a) of such Act in the same manner as a
borrower under such Act.

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in
unobligated balances from appropriations
made available for salaries and expenses in
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall
remain available through September 30, 2027,
for information technology expenses.

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used for first-class travel by the employees
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-79) or by a successor to
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A
of title III of such Act, or programs for
which indefinite amounts were provided in
that Act, that is authorized or required to be
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carried out using funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation—

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries
and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount
of allotments and fund transfers contained in
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i); and

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer
or allotment for purposes of applying the
limitation on the total amount of allotments
and fund transfers contained in such section.

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by
this Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels
used to comply with negotiated rule makings
and panels used to evaluate competitively
awarded grants.

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of
section 14222 of Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C.
612c-6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section
14222’), none of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this or any
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under section 32 of the Act of August
24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; in this section referred
to as ‘‘section 32”’) in excess of $1,574,028,000
(exclusive of carryover appropriations from
prior fiscal years), as follows: Child Nutri-
tion Programs Entitlement Commodities—
$485,000,000; State Option Contracts—
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$1,660,000; Administration of section 32
Commodity Purchases—$37,178,000: Provided,
That, of the total funds made available in
the matter preceding this proviso that re-
main unobligated on October 1, 2026, such un-
obligated balances shall carryover into fiscal
yvear 2027 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for any of the purposes of section 32,
except that any such carryover funds used in
accordance with clause (3) of section 32 may
not exceed $350,000,000 and may not be obli-
gated until the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
vides written notification of the expendi-
tures to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress at least two
weeks in advance: Provided further, That,
with the exception of any available carry-
over funds authorized in any prior appropria-
tions Act to be used for the purposes of
clause (3) of section 32, none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries or expenses of any employee of the
Department of Agriculture to carry out
clause (3) of section 32.

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as
part of the President’s budget submission to
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a
reduction from the previous year due to user
fees proposals that have not been enacted
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
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et unless such budget submission identifies
which additional spending reductions should
occur in the event the user fees proposals are
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the
fiscal year 2026 appropriations Act.

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be
available for obligation or expenditure
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds,
or reimbursements as authorized by the
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89—
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any
means for any project or activity for which
funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-
ties; or

(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-
tions or activities presently performed by
Federal employees;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (as
the case may be) notifies in writing and re-
ceives approval from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming of such funds or the use of such author-
ity.

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less,
that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects,
or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any
existing program, project, or activity, or
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a
reduction in personnel which would result in
a change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (as
the case may be) notifies in writing and re-
ceives approval from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming or transfer of such funds or the use of
such authority.

(¢c) The Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall notify in writing and receive approval
from the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress before imple-
menting any program or activity not carried
out during the previous fiscal year unless the
program or activity is funded by this Act or
specifically funded by any other Act.

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
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in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for—

(1) modifying major capital investments
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year
for the individual investment in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less;

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current,
or vacant positions or agency activities or
functions to establish a center, office,
branch, or similar entity with five or more
personnel; or

(3) carrying out activities or functions that
were not described in the budget request;
unless the agencies funded by this Act no-
tify, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days in advance of using the funds for
these purposes.

(e) As described in this section, no funds
may be used for any activities unless the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services receives from
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress written or electronic
mail confirmation of receipt of the notifica-
tion as required in this section.

SEC. 717. Notwithstanding section
310B(g)(5) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)),
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for
any guaranteed business and industry loan
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent
of the guaranteed principal portion of the
loan.

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, or the Farm Credit Administration
shall be used to transmit or otherwise make
available reports, questions, or responses to
questions that are a result of information re-
quested for the appropriations hearing proc-
ess to any non-Department of Agriculture,
non-Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, or non-Farm Credit Administration em-
ployee.

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by
existing law, none of the funds provided in
this Act, may be used by an executive branch
agency to produce any prepackaged news
story intended for broadcast or distribution
in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or
audio of the prepackaged news story that the
prepackaged news story was prepared or
funded by that executive branch agency.

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned
from an agency or office funded by this Act
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment.

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration, and the
Chairman of the Farm Credit Administration
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a detailed obligation plan de-
lineated by program, project, and activity,
as defined in the report accompanying this
Act, for all amounts made available by this
Act and prior appropriations Acts that re-
main available for obligation, including ap-
propriated user fees and loan authorizations:
Provided, That such obligation plan shall in-
clude breakdowns of estimated obligations
for each such program, project, or activity
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by fiscal quarter, source appropriation, and
the number of full-time equivalent positions
supported: Provided further, That such obliga-
tion plan shall serve as the baseline for re-
programming notifications for the purposes
of section 716 of this Act.

SEC. 722. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to propose, promul-
gate, or implement any rule, or take any
other action with respect to, allowing or re-
quiring information intended for a pre-
scribing health care professional, in the case
of a drug or biological product subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to be dis-
tributed to such professional electronically
(in lieu of in paper form) unless and until a
Federal law is enacted to allow or require
such distribution.

SEC. 723. For the purposes of determining
eligibility or level of program assistance for
Rural Housing Service programs the Sec-
retary shall not include incarcerated prison
populations.

SEC. T724. For loans and loan guarantees
that do not require budget authority and the
program level has been established in this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may in-
crease the program level for such loans and
loan guarantees by not more than 25 percent:
Provided, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
15 days in advance.

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or
rebates transferred to the Working Capital
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public
Law 107-76) shall be available for obligation
without written notification to, and the
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only
for the acquisition of property, plant and
equipment, including equipment for the im-
provement, delivery, and implementation of
Departmental financial management, infor-
mation technology, and other support sys-
tems necessary for the delivery of financial,
administrative, and information technology
services, including cloud adoption and mi-
gration, of primary benefit to the agencies of
the Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the ‘‘variety’ require-
ments of the final rule entitled ‘‘Enhancing
Retailer Standards in the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP)”’ pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in
the Federal Register on December 15, 2016 (81
Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary of Agri-
culture amends the definition of the term
‘“‘variety”’ as defined in section
278.1(b)(1)(i1)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal
Regulations, and ‘“‘variety’ as applied in the
definition of the term ‘‘staple food” as de-
fined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to increase the number of
items that qualify as acceptable varieties in
each staple food category so that the total
number of such items in each staple food cat-
egory exceeds the number of such items in
each staple food category included in the
final rule as published on December 15, 2016:
Provided, That until the Secretary promul-
gates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regard-
ing acceptable varieties and breadth of stock
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers that were in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

SEC. 727. In carrying out subsection (h) of
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
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U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall have the same authority with respect
to loans guaranteed under such section and
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p-2)
with respect to loans guaranteed under such
section 538 and eligible lenders for such
loans.

SEC. 728. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act shall
be available for the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to propose, finalize or
implement any regulation that would pro-
mulgate new user fees pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
9701 after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 729. Notwithstanding any provision of
law that regulates the calculation and pay-
ment of overtime and holiday pay for FSIS
inspectors, the Secretary may charge estab-
lishments subject to the inspection require-
ments of the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq., the Federal Meat
Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 601 et seq., and the
Egg Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 1031
et seq., for the cost of inspection services
provided outside of an establishment’s ap-
proved inspection shifts, and for inspection
services provided on Federal holidays: Pro-
vided, That any sums charged pursuant to
this paragraph shall be deemed as overtime
pay or holiday pay under section 1001(d) of
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 117-2, 135 Stat. 242): Provided further,
That sums received by the Secretary under
this paragraph shall, in addition to other
available funds, remain available until ex-
pended to the Secretary without further ap-
propriation for the purpose of funding all
costs associated with FSIS inspections.

SEC. 730. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture
shall—

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evalu-
ates the following factors in the country or
region being audited, as applicable—

(A) veterinary control and oversight;

(B) disease history and vaccination prac-
tices;

©) livestock
traceability;

(D) epidemiological separation from poten-
tial sources of infection;

(E) surveillance practices;

(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and

(G) emergency preparedness and response;
and

(2) promptly make publicly available the
final reports of any audits or reviews con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1).

(b) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under its international trade agree-
ments.

SEC. 731. (a)(1) No Federal funds made
available for this fiscal year for the rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used
for a project for the construction, alteration,
maintenance, or repair of a public water or
wastewater system unless all of the iron and
steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States.

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel
products’” means the following products
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves,
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete,
and construction materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any
case or category of cases in which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee
of the Secretary finds that—

demographics and
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(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities or of a satisfactory
quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25
percent.

(c) If the Secretary or the designee re-
ceives a request for a waiver under this sec-
tion, the Secretary or the designee shall
make available to the public on an informal
basis a copy of the request and information
available to the Secretary or the designee
concerning the request, and shall allow for
informal public input on the request for at
least 15 days prior to making a finding based
on the request. The Secretary or the des-
ignee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Inter-
net Web site of the Department.

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act
for ‘“‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water
and Waste Disposal Program Account’ for
carrying out the provisions described in sub-
section (a)(1) for management and oversight
of the requirements of this section.

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to a project for which the engineering
plans and specifications include use of iron
and steel products otherwise prohibited by
such subsection if the plans and specifica-
tions have received required approvals from
State agencies prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms
“United States’ and ‘‘State’ shall include
each of the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and each Federally recognized In-
dian Tribe.

SEC. 732. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matters
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 733. Of the total amounts made avail-
able by this Act for direct loans and grants
under the following headings: ‘‘Rural Hous-
ing Service—Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account’; ‘“Rural Housing Serv-
ice—Mutual and Self-Help Housing Grants’’;
“Rural Housing Service—Rural Housing As-
sistance Grants’; ‘“‘Rural Housing Service—
Rural Community Facilities Program Ac-
count”’; ‘“Rural Business—Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Business Program Account’’;
“Rural Business—Cooperative Service—
Rural Economic Development Loans Pro-
gram Account’’; ‘“Rural Business—Coopera-
tive Service—Rural Cooperative Develop-
ment Grants”’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Cooperative
Service—Rural Microentrepreneur Assist-
ance Program’; ‘“‘Rural Utilities Service—
Rural Water and Waste Disposal Program
Account’’; ‘“Rural Utilities Service—Rural
Electrification and Telecommunications
Loans Program Account’; and ‘‘Rural Utili-
ties Service—Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’, to the max-
imum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in
persistent poverty counties under this sec-
tion, including, notwithstanding any other
provision regarding population limits, any
county seat of such a persistent poverty
county that has a population that does not
exceed the authorized population limit by
more than 10 percent: Provided, That for pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘persistent
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poverty counties’” means any county that
has had 20 percent or more of its population
living in poverty over the past 30 years, as
measured by the Economic Research Service,
or any territory or possession of the United
States: Provided further, That with respect to
specific activities for which program levels
have been made available by this Act that
are not supported by budget authority, the
requirements of this section shall be applied
to such program level.

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a
human embryo is intentionally created or
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into
effect.

SEC. 735. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to en-
force the final rule promulgated by the Food
and Drug Administration entitled ‘‘Stand-
ards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing,
and Holding of Produce for Human Consump-
tion”’, and published on November 27, 2015,
with respect to the regulation of entities
that grow, harvest, pack, or hold wine
grapes, hops, pulse crops, or almonds.

SEC. 736. For school years 2025-2026 and
2026-2027, none of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to restrict or limit
the substitution of any vegetable subgroup
for fruits under the school breakfast pro-
gram established under section 4 of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773).

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available
by this Act or any other Act may be used—

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), sub-
title G of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946, or section 10114 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018; or

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such
plant, that is grown or cultivated in accord-
ance with section 7606 of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 or subtitle G of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946, within or outside the
State in which the hemp is grown or cul-
tivated.

SEC. 738. The Secretary of Agriculture may
waive the matching funds requirement under
section 412(g) of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998
(7 U.S.C. 7632(2)).

SEC. T39. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall be included as a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United
States (CFIUS) on a case by case basis pursu-
ant to the authorities in section 721(k)(2)(J)
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565(k)(2)(J)) with respect to each cov-
ered transaction (as defined in section
721(a)(4) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(4))) involving agricul-
tural land, agriculture biotechnology, or the
agriculture industry (including agricultural
transportation, agricultural storage, and ag-
ricultural processing), as determined by the
CFIUS Chairperson in coordination with the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Secretary of
Agriculture shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, notify the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States of any
agricultural land transaction that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture has reason to believe,
based on information from or in cooperation
with the Intelligence Community, is a cov-
ered transaction (A) that may pose a risk to
the national security of the United States,
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with particular emphasis on covered trans-
actions of an interest in agricultural land by
foreign governments or entities of concern,
as defined in 42 U.S.C. 19221(a), including the
People’s Republic of China, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Fed-
eration, and the Islamic Republic of Iran;
and (B) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of
Agriculture under section 2(a) of the Agricul-
tural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of
1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501(a)).

SEC. T40. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for a pilot program for the Secretary
to provide grants to qualified non-profit or-
ganizations and public housing authorities
to provide technical assistance, including fi-
nancial and legal services, to RHS multi-
family housing borrowers to facilitate prop-
erty preservation through the acquisition of
RHS multi-family housing properties in
areas where the Secretary determines a risk
of loss of affordable housing, by non-profit
housing organizations and public housing au-
thorities as authorized by law that commit
to keep such properties in the RHS multi-
family housing program for a period of time
as determined by the Secretary: Provided,
That such funds may also be used for tech-
nical assistance for non-profit organizations,
public housing authorities, and private own-
ers for the decoupling of rental assistance.

SEC. 741. Funds made available under title
II of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.) may only be used to provide assistance
to recipient nations if adequate monitoring
and controls, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, are in place to ensure that emergency
food aid is received by the intended bene-
ficiaries in areas affected by food shortages
and not diverted for unauthorized or inap-
propriate purposes.

SEC. 742. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to procure raw or
processed poultry products or seafood im-
ported into the United States from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for use in the school
lunch program under the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et
seq.), the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram under section 17 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1766), the Summer Food Service Program for
Children under section 13 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1771 et seq.).

SEC. 743. For school year 2025-2026, only a
school food authority that had a negative
balance in the nonprofit school food service
account as of June 30, 2025, shall be required
to establish a price for paid lunches in ac-
cordance with section 12(p) of the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1760(p)).

SEC. 744. Any funds made available by this
or any other Act that the Secretary with-
holds pursuant to section 1668(g)(2) of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5921(g)(2)), as amended,
shall be available for grants for bio-
technology risk assessment research: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may transfer such
funds among appropriations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for purposes of making
such grants.

SEC. 745. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be used to move
any staff office or any agency from the mis-
sion area in which it was located on August
1, 2018, to any other mission area or office
within the Department in the absence of the
enactment of specific legislation affirming
such move.

SEC. 746. The Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, may use funds appropriated under
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this Act or any other Act for the Watershed
and Flood Prevention Operations Program
and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program
carried out pursuant to the Watershed Pro-
tection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C.
1001 et seq.), and for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program carried out pursu-
ant to section 403 of the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) to provide tech-
nical services for such programs pursuant to
section 1252(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851(a)(1)), notwithstanding
subsection (c) of such section.

SEC. 747. In administering the pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141), the Secretary of Agri-
culture may, for purposes of determining en-
tities eligible to receive assistance, consider
those communities which are ‘‘Areas Rural
in Character’: Provided, That not more than
10 percent of the funds made available under
the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’ for the pur-
poses of the pilot program established by
section 779 of Public Law 115-141 may be used
for this purpose.

SEC. 748. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available by this Act and notwith-
standing the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310,
there is appropriated $2,000,000, to remain
available until expended, to implement non-
renewable agreements on eligible lands, in-
cluding flooded agricultural lands, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, under the Water
Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301-1311).

SEC. 749. Out of amounts appropriated to
the Food and Drug Administration under
title VI, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, shall, not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and following the review re-
quired under Executive Order No. 12866 (5
U.S.C. 601 note; relating to regulatory plan-
ning and review), issue advice revising the
advice provided in the notice of availability
entitled ‘“‘Advice About Eating Fish, From
the Environmental Protection Agency and
Food and Drug Administration; Revised Fish
Advice; Availability” (82 Fed. Reg. 6571 (Jan-
uary 19, 2017)), in a manner that is consistent
with nutrition science recognized by the
Food and Drug Administration on the net ef-
fects of seafood consumption.

SEC. 750. The Secretary shall set aside for
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP)
Zones, until August 15, 2026, an amount of
funds made available in title III under the
headings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance
Grants, Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account, Rural Business Program Ac-
count, Rural Development Loan Fund Pro-
gram Account, and Rural Water and Waste
Disposal Program Account, equal to the
amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings
in the most recent fiscal year any such funds
were obligated under such headings for
REAP Zones, excluding the funding provided
through any Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending.

SEC. 751. (a) For an additional amount for
the Office of the Secretary, $2,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out no more
than 10 pilot projects, under the terms and
conditions determined by the Secretary for a
period not to exceed 2 years, that award
grants to an Indian tribe; a tribal organiza-
tion approved by an Indian tribe; a tribal
educational agency; a consortium of Indian
tribes; or a partnership between an Indian
tribe and either a State educational agency,
a local educational agency, a tribal edu-
cational agency, or the Bureau of Indian
Education to operate and implement the
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school lunch program as authorized by the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1769), the summer food service
program as established under section 13 of
the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act, the child and adult care food pro-
gram as established by section 17 of the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act, or the school breakfast program estab-
lished by the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1773) in either a Bureau-funded school
(as defined in section 1141 of the Education
Amendments of 1978 (256 U.S.C. 2021)); a
school (as defined in section 12(d) of the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1760(d)) on or near an Indian
reservation; or an early child care and edu-
cation facility: Provided, That to carry out
this pilot program each grant awarded shall
be no less than $10,000 and no more than
$100,000 for each school year and shall not in-
crease state administrative costs or the
amount of benefits provided in any program:
Provided further, That the term ‘Indian
tribe’”” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304).

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, a pilot project grant recipient shall be
reimbursed for meals served under the school
lunch program, the summer food service pro-
gram, and the child and adult care food pro-
gram as if the recipient were a State under
the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act; and under the school breakfast
program as if the recipient were a State edu-
cational agency.

(c) Not later than 1 year after the conclu-
sion of the pilot program, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the out-
comes of the pilot program.

SEC. 752. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to issue or promote any new guide-
lines or regulations applicable to food manu-
facturers of low risk ready-to-eat (RTE)
foods for Listeria monocytogenes (Lm) until
the FDA considers the available new science
in developing guidance regarding Lm in low-
risk foods, meaning foods that do not sup-
port the growth of Lim.

SEC. 753. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, for a Bison Production and
Marketing Grant Program that the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service shall develop and
maintain: Provided, That this program shall
be similar, as determined by the Secretary,
to the Sheep Production and Marketing
Grant Program the Department of Agri-
culture currently maintains pursuant to sec-
tion 209(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act
of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1627a(c)), and shall prioritize
grants to national non-profits and federally
chartered Tribal organizations that have ex-
pertise in bison production or marketing.

SEC. 754. For an additional amount for the
Office of the Secretary, $700,000, for the Of-
fice of Tribal Relations to cover costs in-
curred for the slaughtering, processing, and
voluntary meat inspection fees, notwith-
standing the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622 et seq.) and 9 CFR part 352,
for bison owned by Tribal governments (as
defined by the List Act of 1994 (256 U.S.C.
5131)), Tribal entities (including Tribal orga-
nizations and corporations), and Tribal mem-
bers that slaughter and process bison at es-
tablishments that receive USDA voluntary
inspection or state inspection.

SEC. 755. If services performed by APHIS
employees are determined by the Adminis-
trator of the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service to be in response to an ani-
mal disease or plant health emergency out-
break, any premium pay that is funded, ei-
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ther directly or through reimbursement,
shall be exempted from the aggregate of
basic pay and premium pay calculated under
section 5547(b)(1) and (2) of title 5, United
States Code, and any other provision of law
limiting the aggregate amount of premium
pay payable on a biweekly or calendar year
basis.

SEC. 756. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel—

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603);

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public
Law 104-127); or

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation).

SEC. T757. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 2103 of Public
Law 115-334: Provided, That the Secretary
shall prioritize the wetland compliance
needs of areas with significant numbers of
individual wetlands, wetland acres, and con-
servation compliance requests.

SEC. 758. There is appropriated $3,000,000 for
the emergency and transitional pet shelter
and housing assistance grant program estab-
lished under section 12502(b) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (34 U.S.C.

20127).
SEC. 759. The National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine

(NASEM) were tasked with providing find-
ings and recommendations on alcohol con-
sumption for the purposes of inclusion in the
2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans as re-
quired by section 772 of division A of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117-328): Provided, That the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall only consider the
findings and recommendations of the
NASEM report in the development of the
2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans and
further, both Secretaries shall ensure that
the alcohol consumption recommendations
in the 2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans
shall be based on the preponderance of sci-
entific and medical knowledge consistent
with section 5341 of title 7 of United States
Code.

SEC. 760. (a) Section 313B(a) of the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940c-
2(a)), shall be applied for fiscal year 2026 and
each fiscal year thereafter until the specified
funding has been expended as if the following
were inserted after the final period: ‘“In addi-
tion, the Secretary shall use $9,465,000 of the
funds available to carry out this section in
fiscal year 2024 for an additional amount for
the same purpose and under the same terms
and conditions as the Rural Business Devel-
opment Grants authorized by section 310B of
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(c)) and shall use
$9,953,000 of the funds available to carry out
this section in fiscal year 2026 for an addi-
tional amount for the same purpose and
under the same terms and conditions as the
Rural Business Development Grants author-
ized by section 310B of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1932(c)).”".

(b) Section 780 of division B of Public Law
118-42 and such section as continued in effect
as an authority and condition under section
1101(a)(1) of Public Law 119-4 shall no longer
apply.

SEC. 761. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the acceptable market name of
any engineered animal approved prior to the
effective date of the National Bioengineered
Food Disclosure Standard (February 19, 2019)
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shall include the words ‘‘genetically engi-
neered’”’ prior to the existing acceptable mar-
ket name.

SEC. 762. For an additional amount for the
Office of the Secretary, $6,000,000, to remain
available until expended, to continue the In-
stitute for Rural Partnerships as established
in section 778 of Public Law 117-103: Provided,
That the Institute for Rural Partnerships
shall continue to dedicate resources to re-
searching the causes and conditions of chal-
lenges facing rural areas, and develop com-
munity partnerships to address such chal-
lenges: Provided further, That administrative
or other fees shall not exceed one percent:
Provided further, That such partnership shall
coordinate and publish an annual report.

SEC. 763. There is hereby appropriated
$500,000 to carry out the duties of the work-
ing group established under section 770 of the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2019 (Public Law 116-6;
133 Stat. 89).

SEC. 764. The agencies and offices of the
Department of Agriculture may reimburse
the Office of the General Counsel (OGC), out
of the funds provided in this Act, for costs
incurred by OGC in providing services to
such agencies or offices under time-limited
agreements entered into with such agencies
and offices: Provided, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided by law.

SEC. 765. Section 363 of the Multifamily
Mortgage Foreclosure Act of 1981 (12 U.S.C.
3702) is amended at paragraph (2)—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

““(F') section 514 or 515 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1485).”.

SEC. 766. The last proviso in the second
paragraph under the heading ‘‘Rural Commu-
nity Facilities Program Account’ in division
B of the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2024 (Public Law 118-42) shall be amended to
read as follows: ‘‘Provided further, That in ad-
dition to any other available funds, the Sec-
retary may expend not more than $1,000,000
total, from the program funds made avail-
able under this heading, for administrative
expenses for activities funded under this
heading and in section 778(1).”.

SEC. 767. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
conservation activities under the heading
“Natural Resources Conservation Service—
Conservation Operations’, $30,000,000 are
hereby rescinded: Provided, That no amounts
may be rescinded from amounts that were
designated by the Congress as an emergency
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 768. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
the ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture—Research and Education Activi-
ties’’, $22,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded
from amounts that were designated by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 769. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
“Food For Peace Title II Grants”,
$200,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided,
That no amounts may be rescinded from
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.
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SEC. 770. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available
under the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Tele-
medicine, and Broadband Program’ for the
cost to continue a broadband loan and grant
pilot program established by section 779 of
division A of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141) under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $20,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided, That no amounts may be
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 771. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available in
the “Working Capital Fund”, $78,000,000 are
hereby permanently rescinded: Provided,
That no amounts may be rescinded from
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 772. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture in this or
any other Act may be used to close or con-
solidate the resources or locations of any ex-
isting Agricultural Research Service labora-
tories and facilities without prior notifica-
tion and approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 773. (a) Of the amounts made available
in this Act under the heading ‘‘Department
of Health and Human Services—Food and
Drug Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ that are derived from tobacco prod-
uct user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 387s, not
less than $200,000,000 shall be used by the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs for enforce-
ment activities related to e-cigarettes,
vapes, and other electronic nicotine delivery
systems (in this section referred to as
“ENDS”), including activities under section
801(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(a)): Provided, That
not less than $2,000,000 of such amount shall
be used to continue the activities of the Fed-
eral multi-agency task force led by the De-
partment of Justice, Department of Home-
land Security, and the FDA to further work
to bring all available criminal and civil tools
to bear against the illegal manufacture, im-
portation, distribution, and sale of e-ciga-
rettes, vapes, and other ENDS products from
the Republic of China and other foreign
countries.

(b) Not later than 365 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs shall update the FDA docu-
ment titled ‘‘Guidance for Industry on its
Enforcement Priorities,”” published in Janu-
ary 2020 and updated in April 2020, to expand
FDA’s prioritized enforcement to flavored
disposable ENDS products in addition to car-
tridge-based products and to define the term
“‘disposable ENDS product.”

(¢c) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs
shall submit a semi-annual written report to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress on the progress that the
Center for Tobacco Products is making in re-
moving all illegal nicotine products from the
market: Provided, That the initial report
shall be submitted not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(d) Section 801(a) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘drug or device’’ each
place it appears in the seventh, eighth,
ninth, and tenth sentences and inserting
‘‘drug, device, or tobacco product’.

SEC. 774. (a) Fees derived from amounts as-
sessed and collected for fiscal year 2026, cred-
ited under the heading ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services—Food and Drug
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Administration—Salaries and Expenses”,
and made available for expenditure under
such heading must comply with each provi-
sion contained in current user fee authoriza-
tions, appropriations Acts, and commitment
letters, as transmitted from the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to the chair and
ranking member of the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives re-
garding reauthorization of such current user
fee authorizations: Provided, That the term
current user fee authorizations means those
user fees authorized at 21 U.S.C. 379h, 21
U.S.C. 379j, 21 U.S.C. 379j-42, 21 U.S.C. 379j-52,
21 U.S.C. 379j-12, 21 U.S.C. 379j-21, 21 U.S.C.
387s, 42 U.S.C. 263b, 21 U.S.C. 381, 21 U.S.C.
360n and 360ff, 21 U.S.C. 379-j31, 21 U.S.C.
379j-62 , 21 U.S.C. 353(e)(3), 21 U.S.C. 360eee—
3(c)(1), 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-
4a, and 21 U.S.C. 379j-72.

(b)(1) Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Food and Drug
Administration shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate a report that in-
cludes obligation and outlay estimates and
full-time equivalent (FTE) personnel staffing
estimates for fiscal year 2026 for each Food
and Drug Administration program that uses
both general fund appropriations and funds
derived from user fees: Provided, That such
report shall include a table with separate
columns for general fund appropriations and
funds derived from user fees for such obliga-
tions, outlays and FTE personnel staffing:
Provided further, That such report shall be
certified by the Ombudsman of the Food and
Drug Administration.

(2) The report in paragraph (1) shall be up-
dated, certified by the Ombudsman of the
Food and Drug Administration, and sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than 45 days after each fiscal
quarter until all such funds are expended:
Provided, That a plan for such ongoing quar-
terly reporting shall be submitted with the
report required by subsection (b)(1).

(c) Of the amounts provided in this Act in
paragraph (10) under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services—Food
and Drug Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ and made available by the Food and
Drug Administration for Office of the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, 50 percent shall
be withheld from obligation until the report-
ing requirements outlined in subsection (b)
are met: Provided, That an additional 25 per-
cent of the amounts withheld from obliga-
tion shall be available when the report re-
quired by subsection (b)(1) is submitted and
the remaining 25 percent shall be available
when the plan for satisfying the ongoing
quarterly reporting requirements outlined in
the proviso in subsection (b)(2) is submitted.

SEC. 775. (a) Section 260 of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) is
amended by striking 2025 and inserting
2026,

(b) Section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory
Reporting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note;
Public Law 106-78) is amended by striking
¢“2025”° and inserting ‘‘2026"°.

SEC. 776. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by FDA to develop, issue, promote, or
advance any new guidelines or regulations
applicable to food manufacturers for popu-
lation-wide sodium reduction actions until
the publication of the 2025-26 National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
(NHANES) What We Eat In America survey,
which will begin to reflect the impact on
population intake of Phase 1 reduction.

SEC. T77. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall provide written notification to the
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House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
tions no fewer than 3 business days in ad-
vance of termination of any grant, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract award totaling
$1,000,000 or more issued from funds made
available in this Act or any previous Act:
Provided, That such notification shall in-
clude the recipient of the award, the amount
of the award, the fiscal year for which the
funds for the award were appropriated, the
account and program, project, or activity
from which the funds are being drawn, the
title of the award, and a detailed justifica-
tion for the termination.

SEC. T78. There is hereby appropriated
$4,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the Secretary of Agriculture to
conduct a new pilot program to support on-
the-ground local Energy Circuit Riders who
provide professional support to rural commu-
nities for the purpose of undertaking
projects that save energy and reduce emis-
sions: Provided, That for the purpose of the
new pilot program, the Secretary, acting
through the Under Secretary for Rural De-
velopment, shall have the authority to pro-
vide amounts, including in the form of
grants, cooperative agreements, and other fi-
nancial assistance, to States, Indian Tribes,
cooperative extension services, institutions
of higher education, cooperatives and coop-
erative organizations, regional planning
commissions or other public entities serving
two or more rural areas: Provided further,
That the period of performance under this
pilot program shall be more than 3 but not
more than 6 years: Provided further, That the
Federal share shall not be more than 75 per-
cent: Provided further, That an eligible entity
using funds provided under the pilot program
shall offer assistance with energy planning,
energy audits, applicable Federal funding op-
portunities, tax incentives, project financ-
ing, grant writing, community-based capac-
ity building, or applicable State, local, and
utility-based incentives, including, as appro-
priate, coordinating with relevant State en-
ergy offices.

SEC. 779. For purposes of applying the Fed-
eral Food Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.), ‘‘Pacific Snapper’’ is an accept-
able market name for each of the following

food fishes: Sebastes alutus, Sebastes
borealisn, Sebastes ciliatus, Sebastes
crameri, Sebastes entomelas, Sebastes
flavidus, Sebastes goodei, Sebastes levis,
Sebastes melanops, Sebastes miniatus,
Sebastes ovalis, Sebastes paucispinis,
Sebastes pinniger, Sebastes proriger,
Sebastes reedi, Sebastes ruberrimus,

Sebastes rufus, and Sebastes serranoides.

SEC. 780. For purposes of applying the Fed-
eral Food Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.), Hawaii grown or produced coffee
shall contain at least 51 percent of coffee
grown in Kona, Kau, Maui, Oahu, Kauai, or
other areas of the State of Hawaii. Based on
the region it is produced or grown, the com-
mon or usual names shall be Kona Coffee,
Kau Coffee, Maui Coffee, Oahu Coffee, Kauai
Coffee, or Hawaii Coffee.

SEcC. 781. (a) No sooner than 1 year after the
enactment of this Act, section 297A of the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
16390) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(6) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respec-
tively; and—

(2) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) HEMP.—

“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘hemp’ means
the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of
that plant, including the seeds thereof and
all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, iso-
mers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers,
whether growing or not, with a total
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration (includ-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ing tetrahydrocannabinolic acid) of not more
than 0.3 percent in the plant on a dry weight
basis.

‘(B) INCLUSION.—Such term includes indus-
trial hemp.

‘“(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude—

‘(i) any viable seeds from a Cannabis
sativa L. plant that exceeds a total
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration (includ-
ing tetrahydrocannabinolic acid) of 0.3 per-
cent in the plant on a dry weight basis; or

‘“(ii) any hemp-derived cannabinoid prod-
ucts containing—

“(I) cannabinoids that are not capable of
being naturally produced by a Cannabis
sativa L. plant;

‘“(IT) cannabinoids that—

‘“(aa) are capable of being naturally pro-
duced by a Cannabis sativa L. plant; and

‘“(bb) were synthesized or manufactured
outside the plant; or

‘“(IIT) quantifiable amounts based on sub-
stance, form, manufacture, or article (as de-
termined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services in consultation with the
Secretary of Agriculture) of—

‘“(aa) tetrahydrocannabinol
tetrahydrocannabinolic acid); or

‘“(bb) any other cannabinoids that have
similar effects (or are marketed to have
similar effects) on humans or animals as
tetrahydrocannabinol (as determined by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services in
consultation with the Secretary Agri-
culture).

‘“(2) INDUSTRIAL HEMP.—The term ‘indus-
trial hemp’ means hemp—

““(A) grown for the use of the stalk of the
plant, fiber produced from such a stalk, or
any other non-cannabinoid derivative, mix-
ture, preparation, or manufacture of such a
stalk;

‘(B) grown for the use of the whole grain,
oil, cake, mnut, hull, or any other
noncannabinoid compound, derivative, mix-
ture, preparation, or manufacture of the
seeds of such plant;

‘(C) grown for purposes of producing
microgreens or other edible hemp leaf prod-
ucts intended for human consumption that
are harvested from an immature hemp plant
that is grown from seeds that do not exceed
the threshold for total tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration specified in paragraph
(D(C)(P);

‘(D) that is a plant that does not enter the
stream of commerce and is intended to sup-
port hemp research at an institution of high-
er education (as defined in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001))
or an independent research institute; or

‘“(E) grown for the use of a viable seed of
the plant produced solely for the production
or manufacture of any material described in
subparagraphs (A) through (D).

¢“(3) HEMP-DERIVED CANNABINOID PRODUCT.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘hemp-derived
cannabinoid product’ means any inter-
mediate or final product derived from hemp
(other than industrial hemp), that—

‘“(i) contains cannabinoids in any form;
and

‘“(i1) is intended for human or animal use
through any means of application or admin-
istration, such as inhalation, ingestion, or
topical application.

‘(B) EXCLUSION.—Such term does not in-
clude a drug that is the subject of an applica-
tion approved under subsection (c) or (j) of
section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355).”.

(b) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs
and the Secretary of Agriculture shall pro-
vide a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress within
180 days of enactment of this Act on imple-
mentation of this section including the pro-
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jected impacts to the established
cannabinoid marketplace, engagement with
industry stakeholders, and shall include in-
formation about uniform packaging, label-
ing, testing, and adverse event reporting re-
quirements.

SEC. 782. None of the funds made available
for any department or agency in this or any
other appropriations Acts, including prior
year Acts, shall be used to close Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service or Rural Devel-
opment mission area field offices or to per-
manently relocate any field-based employees
of those agencies that would result in an of-
fice with two or fewer employees without
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2026”°.

DIVISION C—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the Legislative Branch for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
SENATE
EXPENSE ALLOWANCES

For expense allowances of the Vice Presi-
dent, $20,000; the President Pro Tempore of
the Senate, $40,000; Majority Leader of the
Senate, $40,000; Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, $40,000; Majority Whip of the Senate,
$10,000; Minority Whip of the Senate, $10,000;
President Pro Tempore Emeritus, $15,000;
Chairmen of the Majority and Minority Con-
ference Committees, $5,000 for each Chair-
man; and Chairmen of the Majority and Mi-
nority Policy Committees, $5,000 for each
Chairman; in all, $195,000.

For representation allowances of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders of the Senate,
$15,000 for each such Leader; in all, $30,000.

SALARIES, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

For compensation of officers, employees,
and others as authorized by law, including
agency contributions, $314,143,000, which
shall be paid from this appropriation as fol-
lows:

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

For the Office of the Vice President,
$3,210,000.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

For the Office of the President Pro Tem-

pore, $904,000.
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
EMERITUS

For the Office of the President Pro Tem-

pore Emeritus, $392,000.
OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY
LEADERS

For Offices of the Majority and Minority
Leaders, $6,710,000.
OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY WHIPS

For Offices of the Majority and Minority
Whips, $4,212,000.

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

For salaries of the Committee on Appro-

priations, $22,710,000.
CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

For the Conference of the Majority and the
Conference of the Minority, at rates of com-
pensation to be fixed by the Chairman of

each such committee, $2,049,000 for each such
committee; in all, $4,098,000.
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OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES OF THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MAJORITY AND THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MINORITY
For Offices of the Secretaries of the Con-

ference of the Majority and the Conference

of the Minority, $1,022,000.
POLICY COMMITTEES
For salaries of the Majority Policy Com-
mittee and the Minority Policy Committee,
$2,093,000 for each such committee; in all,
$4,186,000.
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
For Office of the Chaplain, $699,000.
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
For Office of the Secretary, $35,083,000.
OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS AND
DOORKEEPER
For Office of the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper, $130,353,000.
OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES FOR THE
MAJORITY AND MINORITY
For Offices of the Secretary for the Major-
ity and the Secretary for the Minority,
$2,785,000.
AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS AND RELATED
EXPENSES
For agency contributions for employee
benefits, as authorized by law, and related
expenses, $97,779,000.
OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL OF THE
SENATE
For salaries and expenses of the Office of
the Legislative Counsel of the Senate,
$9,401,000.
OFFICE OF SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL
For salaries and expenses of the Office of

Senate Legal Counsel, $1,431,000.

EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE, SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOOR-
KEEPER OF THE SENATE, AND SECRETARIES
FOR THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY OF THE
SENATE
For expense allowances of the Secretary of

the Senate, $7,500; Sergeant at Arms and

Doorkeeper of the Senate, $7,500; Secretary

for the Majority of the Senate, $7,500; Sec-

retary for the Minority of the Senate, $7,500;
in all, $30,000.
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE
INQUIRIES AND INVESTIGATIONS

For expenses of inquiries and investiga-
tions ordered by the Senate, or conducted
under paragraph 1 of rule XXVI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, section 112 of the

Supplemental Appropriations and Rescission

Act, 1980 (Public Law 96-304), and Senate

Resolution 281, 96th Congress, agreed to

March 11, 1980, $222,416,000, of which

$22,242,000 shall remain available until Sep-

tember 30, 2028.

U.S. SENATE CAUCUS ON INTERNATIONAL
NARCOTICS CONTROL

For expenses of the United States Senate
Caucus on International Narcotics Control,
$613,000.

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

For expenses of the Office of the Secretary
of the Senate, $17,852,000, of which $13,274,000

shall remain available until September 30,

2030, and of which $4,578,000 shall remain

available until expended.

SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOORKEEPER OF THE

SENATE

For expenses of the Office of the Sergeant
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate,
$230,845,000, of which $220,345,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030, and of
which $10,500,000 shall remain available until
expended.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

For miscellaneous items, $28,052,000 which
shall remain available until September 30,
2028.
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SENATORS’ OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE
EXPENSE ACCOUNT

For Senators’ Official Personnel and Office
Expense Account, $645,431,000, of which
$32,272,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, and of which $7,000,000 shall
be allocated solely for the purpose of pro-
viding financial compensation to Senate in-
terns.

OFFICIAL MAIL COSTS

For expenses necessary for official mail
costs of the Senate, $300,000.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

REQUIRING AMOUNTS REMAINING IN SENATORS’
OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EXPENSE
ACCOUNT TO BE USED FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION
OR TO REDUCE THE FEDERAL DEBT

SEC. 101. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any amounts appropriated under
this Act under the heading ‘“‘SENATE—CON-
TINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE—SEN-
ATORS’ OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EX-
PENSE ACCOUNT”’ shall be available for obliga-
tion only during the fiscal year or fiscal
yvears for which such amounts are made
available. Any unexpended balances under
such allowances remaining after the end of
the period of availability shall be returned to
the Treasury in accordance with the undesig-
nated paragraph under the center heading
“GENERAL PROVISION” under chapter XI
of the Third Supplemental Appropriation
Act, 1957 (2 U.S.C. 4107) and used for deficit
reduction (or, if there is no Federal budget
deficit after all such payments have been
made, for reducing the Federal debt, in such
manner as the Secretary of the Treasury
considers appropriate).

DELEGATION AUTHORITY

SEC. 102. Section 104 of division I of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (2
U.S.C. 6154 note) shall be amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by adding the fol-
lowing after ‘‘118th’’ and before ‘‘Congress’’:
‘“‘and any subsequent’’;

(2) in subsection (a)(3), by striking ‘‘and
ending on January 7, 2025’’; and

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘“‘on or
after January 3, 2023"°.

JOINT ITEMS
For Joint Committees, as follows:
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

For salaries and expenses of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, $4,283,000, to be disbursed
by the Secretary of the Senate.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

For salaries and expenses of the Joint
Committee on Taxation, $13,960,620, to be dis-
bursed by the Chief Administrative Officer of
the House of Representatives.

For other joint items, as follows:

OFFICE OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN

For medical supplies, equipment, and con-
tingent expenses of the emergency rooms,
and for the Attending Physician and their
assistants, including:

(1) an allowance of $3,500 per month to the
Attending Physician;

(2) an allowance of $2,5600 per month to the
Senior Medical Officer;

(3) an allowance of $900 per month each to
three medical officers while on duty in the
Office of the Attending Physician;

(4) an allowance of $900 per month to 2 as-
sistants and $900 per month each not to ex-
ceed 11 assistants on the basis heretofore
provided for such assistants; and

(5) $3,388,000 for reimbursement to the De-
partment of the Navy for expenses incurred
for staff and equipment assigned to the Of-
fice of the Attending Physician, which shall
be advanced and credited to the applicable
appropriation or appropriations from which
such salaries, allowances, and other expenses
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are payable and shall be available for all the
purposes thereof, $4,854,000, to be disbursed
by the Chief Administrative Officer of the
House of Representatives.
OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ACCESSIBILITY
SERVICES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses of the Office of
Congressional Accessibility Services,
$1,818,980, to be disbursed by the Secretary of
the Senate.

CAPITOL POLICE
SALARIES

For salaries of employees of the Capitol
Police, including overtime, hazardous duty
pay, and Government contributions for
health, retirement, social security, profes-
sional liability insurance, tuition reimburse-
ment, recruitment and retention bonuses,
and other applicable employee benefits,
$653,422,000, of which overtime shall not ex-
ceed $84,767,000 unless the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate are no-
tified, to be disbursed by the Chief of the
Capitol Police or a duly authorized designee.

GENERAL EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Capitol Po-
lice, including motor vehicles, communica-
tions and other equipment, security equip-
ment and installation, uniforms, weapons,
supplies, materials, training, medical serv-
ices, forensic services, Member protection-
related activities and equipment, steno-
graphic services, personal and professional
services, the employee assistance program,
the awards program, postage, communica-
tion services, travel advances, relocation of
instructor and liaison personnel for the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Training Centers, and
not more than $7,500 to be expended on the
certification of the Chief of the Capitol Po-
lice in connection with official representa-
tion and reception expenses, $201,678,000, to
be disbursed by the Chief of the Capitol Po-
lice or a duly authorized designee: Provided,
That, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the cost of basic training for the Cap-
itol Police at the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Centers for fiscal year 2026 shall be
paid by the Secretary of Homeland Security
from funds available to the Department of
Homeland Security: Provided further, That
none of the amounts made available under
this heading may be used to purchase a
drone manufactured in the People’s Republic
of China or by a business affiliated with the
People’s Republic of China except for na-
tional security purposes.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION
MUTUAL AID TRANSFER AUTHORITY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 110. Of the amounts made available
under the heading ‘‘Capitol Police” in this
Act, up to $10,000,000 may be transferred to
“‘Capitol Police—United States Capitol Po-
lice Mutual Aid Reimbursements’” on Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and, once transferred, shall
remain available until September 30, 2030, to
be used for reimbursements for mutual aid
and related training, including mutual aid
and training provided under the agreements
described in section 7302 of Public Law 108-
458: Provided, That obligation of the funds
transferred pursuant to this section shall be
subject to notification to the Chairmen and
Ranking Members of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, the
Senate Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion and the Committee on House Adminis-
tration of the amount and purpose of the ex-
pense within 15 days of obligation.

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
WORKPLACE RIGHTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses necessary for the

operation of the Office of Congressional
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Workplace Rights, $8,396,400, of which
$2,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, and of which not more than
$1,000 may be expended on the certification
of the Executive Director in connection with
official representation and reception ex-
penses.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses necessary for op-
eration of the Congressional Budget Office,
including not more than $6,000 to be ex-
pended on the certification of the Director of
the Congressional Budget Office in connec-
tion with official representation and recep-
tion expenses, $71,400,000: Provided, That the
Director shall use not less than $500,000 of
the amount made available under this head-
ing for (1) improving technical systems,
processes, and models for the purpose of im-
proving the transparency of estimates of
budgetary effects to Members of Congress,
employees of Members of Congress, and the
public, and (2) to increase the availability of
models, economic assumptions, and data for
Members of Congress, employees of Members
of Congress, and the public.

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS

For salaries for the Architect of the Cap-
itol, and other personal services, at rates of
pay provided by law; for all necessary ex-
penses for surveys and studies, construction,
operation, and general and administrative
support in connection with facilities and ac-
tivities under the care of the Architect of
the Capitol, including the Botanic Garden,
Senate and House office buildings, and other
facilities under the jurisdiction of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol; for furnishings and office
equipment; for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses of not more than $5,000,
to be expended as the Architect of the Cap-
itol may approve; for purchase or exchange,
maintenance, and operation of a passenger
motor vehicle, $156,676,000.

CAPITOL BUILDING

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Capitol,
$83,380,000, of which $47,799,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030.

CAPITOL GROUNDS

For all necessary expenses for care and im-
provement of grounds surrounding the Cap-
itol, the Senate and House office buildings,
and the Capitol Power Plant, $20,059,000, of
which $3,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2030.

SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of Senate office
buildings; and furniture and furnishings to
be expended under the control and super-
vision of the Architect of the Capitol,
$124,696,000, of which $16,900,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030, and of
which $20,000,000 shall remain available until
expended.

CAPITOL POWER PLANT

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Capitol
Power Plant; and all electrical substations of
the Capitol; lighting, heating, power (includ-
ing the purchase of electrical energy) and
water and sewer services for the Capitol,
Senate and House office buildings, Library of
Congress buildings, and the grounds about
the same, Botanic Garden, Senate garage,
and air conditioning refrigeration not sup-
plied from plants in any of such buildings;
heating the Government Publishing Office
and Washington City Post Office, and heat-
ing and chilled water for air conditioning for
the Supreme Court Building, the Union Sta-
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tion complex, the Thurgood Marshall Fed-
eral Judiciary Building and the Folger
Shakespeare Library, expenses for which
shall be advanced or reimbursed upon re-
quest of the Architect of the Capitol and
amounts so received shall be deposited into
the Treasury to the credit of this appropria-
tion, $130,705,000, of which $18,189,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That not more than $10,000,000 of the
funds credited or to be reimbursed to this ap-
propriation as herein provided shall be avail-
able for obligation during fiscal year 2026.
LIBRARY BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

For all necessary expenses for the mechan-
ical and structural maintenance, care and
operation of the Library buildings and
grounds, $53,139,000, of which $13,400,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2030.

CAPITOL POLICE BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND
SECURITY

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of buildings,
grounds and security enhancements of the
United States Capitol Police, wherever lo-
cated, the Alternate Computing Facility,
and Architect of the Capitol security oper-
ations, $77,630,000, of which $12,000,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That none of the amounts made
available under this heading may be used to
purchase a drone manufactured in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or by a business af-
filiated with the People’s Republic of China
except for national security purposes.

BOTANIC GARDEN

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Botanic
Garden and the nurseries, buildings, grounds,
and collections; and purchase and exchange,
maintenance, repair, and operation of a pas-
senger motor vehicle; all under the direction
of the Joint Committee on the Library,
$21,392,000, of which $5,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That, of the amount made available under
this heading, the Architect of the Capitol
may obligate and expend such sums as may
be necessary for the maintenance, care and
operation of the National Garden established
under section 307E of the Legislative Branch
Appropriations Act, 1989 (2 U.S.C. 2146), upon
vouchers approved by the Architect of the
Capitol or a duly authorized designee.

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER

For all necessary expenses for the oper-
ation of the Capitol Visitor Center,
$30,547,000.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

NO BONUSES FOR CONTRACTORS BEHIND
SCHEDULE OR OVER BUDGET

SEC. 120. None of the funds made available
in this Act for the Architect of the Capitol
may be used to make incentive or award pay-
ments to contractors for work on contracts
or programs for which the contractor is be-
hind schedule or over budget, unless the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, or agency-employed
designee, determines that any such devi-
ations are due to unforeseeable events, gov-
ernment-driven scope changes, or are not
significant within the overall scope of the
project and/or program.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses of the Library
of Congress not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding development and maintenance of the
Library’s catalogs; custody and custodial
care of the Library buildings; information
technology services provided centrally; spe-
cial clothing; cleaning, laundering and repair
of uniforms; preservation of motion pictures
in the custody of the Library; operation and
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maintenance of the American Folklife Cen-
ter in the Library; preparation and distribu-
tion of catalog records and other publica-
tions of the Library; hire or purchase of one
passenger motor vehicle; and expenses of the
Library of Congress Trust Fund Board not
properly chargeable to the income of any
trust fund held by the Board, $592,411,000,
and, in addition, amounts credited to this
appropriation during fiscal year 2026 under
the Act of June 28, 1902 (chapter 1301; 32 Stat.
480; 2 U.S.C. 150), shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Library of Con-
gress may not obligate or expend any funds
derived from collections under the Act of
June 28, 1902, in excess of the amount author-
ized for obligation or expenditure in appro-
priations Acts: Provided further, That of the
total amount appropriated, no less than
$17,5600,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the Teaching with Primary
Sources program, the Lewis-Houghton Civics
and Democracy Initiative, the Veterans His-
tory Project, the Surplus Books Program,
upgrades of the Legislative Branch Financial
Management System and data storage and
migration efforts.
COPYRIGHT OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses of the Copy-
right Office, $102,386,000, of which not more
than $37,025,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be derived from collections
credited to this appropriation during fiscal
year 2026 under sections 708(d) and 1316 of
title 17, United States Code: Provided, That
the Copyright Office may not obligate or ex-
pend any funds derived from collections
under such section in excess of the amount
authorized for obligation or expenditure in
appropriations Acts: Provided further, That
not more than $7,824,000 shall be derived
from collections during fiscal year 2026 under
sections 111(d)(2), 119(b)(3), 803(e), and 1005 of
such title: Provided further, That the total
amount available for obligation shall be re-
duced by the amount by which collections
are less than $44,849,000: Provided further,
That of the funds provided under this head-
ing, not less than $10,200,000 is for moderniza-
tion initiatives, of which $9,300,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided further, That not more than $100,000 of
the amount appropriated is available for the
maintenance of an ‘‘International Copyright
Institute” in the Copyright Office of the Li-
brary of Congress for the purpose of training
nationals of developing countries in intellec-
tual property laws and policies: Provided fur-
ther, That not more than $6,500 may be ex-
pended, on the certification of the Librarian
of Congress, in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses for ac-
tivities of the International Copyright Insti-
tute and for copyright delegations, visitors,
and seminars: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any provision of chapter 8 of
title 17, United States Code, any amounts
made available under this heading which are
attributable to royalty fees and payments
received by the Copyright Office pursuant to
sections 111, 119, and chapter 10 of such title
may be used for the costs incurred in the ad-
ministration of the Copyright Royalty
Judges program, with the exception of the
costs of salaries and benefits for the Copy-
right Royalty Judges and staff under section
802(e).

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 203 of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 166) and
to revise and extend the Annotated Constitu-
tion of the TUnited States of America,
$136,080,000: Provided, That no part of such
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amount may be used to pay any salary or ex-
pense in connection with any publication, or
preparation of material therefor (except the
Digest of Public General Bills), to be issued
by the Library of Congress unless such publi-
cation has obtained prior approval of either
the Committee on House Administration of
the House of Representatives or the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate: Provided further, That this prohibi-
tion does not apply to publication of non-
confidential Congressional Research Service
(CRS) products: Provided further, That a non-
confidential CRS product includes any writ-
ten product containing research or analysis
that is currently available for general con-
gressional access on the CRS Congressional
Intranet, or that would be made available on
the CRS Congressional Intranet in the nor-
mal course of business and does not include
material prepared in response to Congres-
sional requests for confidential analysis or
research.
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND
AND PRINT DISABLED

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses to carry out the
Act of March 3, 1931 (chapter 400; 46 Stat.
1487; 2 U.S.C. 13ba), $66,130,000: Provided, That
of the total amount appropriated, $650,000
shall be available to contract to provide
newspapers to blind and print disabled resi-
dents at no cost to the individual.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

REIMBURSABLE AND REVOLVING FUND
ACTIVITIES

SEC. 130. (a) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year
2026, the obligational authority of the Li-
brary of Congress for the activities described
in subsection (b) may not exceed $332,285,000.

(b) AcTIVITIES.—The activities referred to
in subsection (a) are reimbursable and re-
volving fund activities that are funded from
sources other than appropriations to the Li-
brary in appropriations Acts for the legisla-
tive branch.

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
CONGRESSIONAL PUBLISHING
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For authorized publishing of congressional
information and the distribution of congres-
sional information in any format; publishing
of Government publications authorized by
law to be distributed to Members of Con-
gress; and publishing, and distribution of
Government publications authorized by law
to be distributed without charge to the re-
cipient, $80,000,000: Provided, That this appro-
priation shall not be available for paper cop-
ies of the permanent edition of the Congres-
sional Record for individual Representatives,
Resident Commissioners or Delegates au-
thorized under section 906 of title 44, United
States Code: Provided further, That this ap-
propriation shall be available for the pay-
ment of obligations incurred under the ap-
propriations for similar purposes for pre-
ceding fiscal years: Provided further, That
notwithstanding the 2-year limitation under
section 718 of title 44, United States Code,
none of the funds appropriated or made
available under this Act or any other Act for
printing and binding and related services
provided to Congress under chapter 7 of title
44, United States Code, may be expended to
print a document, report, or publication
after the 27-month period beginning on the
date that such document, report, or publica-
tion is authorized by Congress to be printed,
unless Congress reauthorizes such printing
in accordance with section 718 of title 44,
United States Code: Provided further, That
unobligated or unexpended balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds made available
under this heading in this Act for this fiscal
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year may be transferred to, and merged with,
funds under the heading ‘‘GOVERNMENT PUB-
LISHING OFFICE BUSINESS OPERATIONS RE-
VOLVING FUND’’ no later than the end of the
fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal year for
which such funds are available for the pur-
poses for which appropriated, to be available
for carrying out the purposes of this heading,
subject to the approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate: Provided further, That
notwithstanding sections 901, 902, and 906 of
title 44, United States Code, this appropria-
tion may be used to prepare indexes to the
Congressional Record on only a monthly and
session basis.
PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAMS OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses of the public information pro-
grams of the Office of Superintendent of
Documents necessary to provide for the cata-
loging and indexing of Government publica-
tions in any format, and their distribution to
the public, Members of Congress, other Gov-
ernment agencies, and designated depository
and international exchange libraries as au-
thorized by law, $42,475,000: Provided, That
amounts of not more than $2,000,000 from
current year appropriations are authorized
for producing and disseminating Congres-
sional serial sets and other related publica-
tions for the preceding two fiscal years to de-
pository and other designated libraries: Pro-
vided further, That unobligated or unex-
pended balances of expired discretionary
funds made available under this heading in
this Act for this fiscal year may be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, funds under the
heading ‘GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
BUSINESS OPERATIONS REVOLVING FUND” no
later than the end of the fifth fiscal year
after the last fiscal year for which such
funds are available for the purposes for
which appropriated, to be available for car-
rying out the purposes of this heading, sub-
ject to the approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE BUSINESS

OPERATIONS REVOLVING FUND

For payment to the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving
Fund, $9,525,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for information technology develop-
ment and facilities repair: Provided, That the
Government Publishing Office is hereby au-
thorized to make such expenditures, within
the limits of funds available and in accord-
ance with law, and to make such contracts
and commitments without regard to fiscal
year limitations as provided by section 9104
of title 31, United States Code, as may be
necessary in carrying out the programs and
purposes set forth in the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year for the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving
Fund: Provided further, That not more than
$7,5600 may be expended on the certification
of the Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses: Provided
further, That the Business Operations Re-
volving Fund shall be available for the hire
or purchase of not more than 12 passenger
motor vehicles: Provided further, That ex-
penditures in connection with travel ex-
penses of the advisory councils to the Direc-
tor of the Government Publishing Office
shall be deemed necessary to carry out the
provisions of title 44, United States Code:
Provided further, That the Business Oper-
ations Revolving Fund shall be available for
temporary or intermittent services under
section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
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but at rates for individuals not more than
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of
basic pay for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of such title: Provided
further, That activities financed through the
Business Operations Revolving Fund may
provide information in any format: Provided
further, That the Business Operations Re-
volving Fund and the funds provided under
the heading ‘‘PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAMS
OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS”’ may
not be used for contracted security services
at Government Publishing Office’s passport
facility in the District of Columbia.
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Government
Accountability Office, including not more
than $12,500 to be expended on the certifi-
cation of the Comptroller General of the
United States in connection with official
representation and reception expenses; tem-
porary or intermittent services under sec-
tion 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates for individuals not more than
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of
basic pay for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of such title;
hire of one passenger motor vehicle; advance
payments in foreign countries in accordance
with section 3324 of title 31, United States
Code; benefits comparable to those payable
under sections 901(5), (6), and (8) of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081(5), (6),
and (8)); and under regulations prescribed by
the Comptroller General of the United
States, rental of living quarters in foreign
countries, $811,894,000, of which $5,000,000
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That, in addition, $35,424,000 of pay-
ments received under sections 782, 791, 3521,
and 9105 of title 31, United States Code, shall
be available without fiscal year limitation:
Provided further, That this appropriation and
appropriations for administrative expenses
of any other department or agency which is
a member of the National Intergovernmental
Audit Forum or a Regional Intergovern-
mental Audit Forum shall be available to fi-
nance an appropriate share of either Forum’s
costs as determined by the respective
Forum, including necessary travel expenses
of non-Federal participants: Provided further,
That payments hereunder to the Forum may
be credited as reimbursements to any appro-
priation from which costs involved are ini-
tially financed: Provided further, That
amounts made available under this heading
shall be available to cover costs incurred by
the Tiny Findings Child Development Cen-
ter, in such amount and for such purposes as
determined by the Comptroller General, sub-
ject to notification provided to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate.

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE FOR

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP FUND

For a payment to the Congressional Office
for International Leadership Fund for fi-
nancing activities of the Congressional Of-
fice for International Leadership under sec-
tion 313 of the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 2001 (2 U.S.C. 1151), $6,000,000: Pro-
vided, That funds made available to support
Russian participants shall only be used for
those engaging in free market development,
humanitarian activities, and civic engage-
ment, and shall not be used for officials of
the central government of Russia.

JOHN C. STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC
SERVICE TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

For payment to the John C. Stennis Center
for Public Service Development Trust Fund
established under section 116 of the John C.
Stennis Center for Public Service Training
and Development Act (2 U.S.C. 1105), $430,000.
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TITLE II
GENERAL PROVISIONS
MAINTENANCE AND CARE OF PRIVATE VEHICLES
SEC. 201. No part of the funds appropriated
in this Act shall be used for the maintenance
or care of private vehicles, except for emer-
gency assistance and cleaning as may be pro-
vided under regulations relating to parking
facilities for the House of Representatives
issued by the Committee on House Adminis-
tration and for the Senate issued by the
Committee on Rules and Administration.
FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION
SEC. 202. No part of the funds appropriated
in this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond fiscal year 2026 unless expressly
s0 provided in this Act.
RATES OF COMPENSATION AND DESIGNATION

SEC. 203. Whenever in this Act any office or
position not specifically established by the
Legislative Pay Act of 1929 (46 Stat. 32 et
seq.) is appropriated for or the rate of com-
pensation or designation of any office or po-
sition appropriated for is different from that
specifically established by such Act, the rate
of compensation and the designation in this
Act shall be the permanent law with respect
thereto: Provided, That the provisions in this
Act for the various items of official expenses
of Members, officers, and committees of the
Senate and House of Representatives, and
clerk hire for Senators and Members of the
House of Representatives shall be the perma-
nent law with respect thereto.

CONSULTING SERVICES

SEC. 204. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, under
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
shall be limited to those contracts where
such expenditures are a matter of public
record and available for public inspection,
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order
issued under existing law.

COSTS OF LEGISLATIVE BRANCH FINANCIAL

MANAGERS COUNCIL

SEC. 205. Amounts available for adminis-
trative expenses of any legislative branch
entity which participates in the Legislative
Branch Financial Managers Council
(LBFMC) established by charter on March 26,
1996, shall be available to finance an appro-
priate share of LBFMC costs as determined
by the LBFMC, except that the total LBFMC
costs to be shared among all participating
legislative branch entities (in such alloca-
tions among the entities as the entities may
determine) may not exceed $2,000.

LIMITATION ON TRANSFERS

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government, except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tion Act.

GUIDED TOURS OF THE CAPITOL

SEC. 207. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds made available
to the Architect of the Capitol in this Act
may be used to eliminate or restrict guided
tours of the United States Capitol which are
led by employees and interns of offices of
Members of Congress and other offices of the
House of Representatives and Senate, unless
through regulations as authorized by section
402(b)(8) of the Capitol Visitor Center Act of
2008 (2 U.S.C. 2242(b)(8)).

(b) At the direction of the Capitol Police
Board, or at the direction of the Architect of
the Capitol with the approval of the Capitol
Police Board, guided tours of the United
States Capitol which are led by employees
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and interns described in subsection (a) may
be suspended temporarily or otherwise sub-
ject to restriction for security or related rea-
sons to the same extent as guided tours of
the United States Capitol which are led by
the Architect of the Capitol.

LIMITATION ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS
EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT

SEC. 208. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available under this Act may
be used to acquire telecommunications
equipment produced by Huawei Technologies
Company or ZTE Corporation.

PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN OPERATIONAL
EXPENSES

SEC. 209. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities or other official government ac-
tivities.

PLASTIC WASTE REDUCTION

SEC. 210. All agencies and offices funded by
this Act that contract with a food service
provider or providers shall confer and coordi-
nate with such food service provider or pro-
viders, in consultation with disability advo-
cacy groups, to eliminate or reduce plastic
waste, including waste from plastic straws,
explore the use of biodegradable items, and
increase recycling and composting opportu-
nities.

LIMITATION ON COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENTS

FOR MEMBERS

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no adjustment shall be made
under section 601(a) of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4501) (relat-
ing to cost of living adjustments for Mem-
bers of Congress) during fiscal year 2026.

EXTENSION OF PUMP ACT PROTECTIONS TO
CONGRESSIONAL STAFF

SEC. 212. Section 203(a)(1) of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1313(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and section 12(c)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 12(c), and section 18D”’; and

(2) by inserting ‘¢, 218d”’ after ‘‘212(c)”’.

SENATE PROTECTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 213. (a) For an additional amount for
‘““Contingent Expenses of the Senate—Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Sen-
ate’’, $18,500,000, to remain available until
expended, of which $15,000,000 shall be for en-
hanced Member security and $3,500,000 shall
be for the residential security system pro-
gram: Provided, That amounts made avail-
able pursuant to this subsection may be
transferred to ‘‘Salaries, Officers and Em-
ployees—Office of the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper” and ‘‘Contingent Expenses of
the Senate—Sergeant at Arms Business Con-
tinuity and Disaster Recovery Fund’: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority
provided pursuant to the preceding proviso is
in addition to any other transfer authority
provided by law: Provided further, That of the
amounts made available pursuant to this
subsection for enhanced Member security,
such sums as necessary may be used to re-
store amounts, either directly, through re-
imbursement, or through the transfer au-
thority in the first proviso, for obligations
incurred for the same purposes by the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate
prior to the date of enactment of this Act:
Provided further, That amounts made avail-
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able pursuant to this subsection shall be al-
located in accordance with a spending plan
submitted to the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate.

(b) For an additional amount for ‘‘Capitol
Police—United States Capitol Police Mutual
Aid Reimbursements’’, $25,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2030, for reim-
bursements for mutual aid and related train-
ing, including mutual aid and training pro-
vided under the agreements described in sec-
tion 7302 of Public Law 108-458: Provided,
That obligation of the funds made available
pursuant to this subsection be subject to no-
tification to the Chairmen and Ranking
Members of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, the Senate
Committee on Rules and Administration,
and the Committee on House Administration
of the amount and purpose of the expense
within 15 days of obligation.

(c) For an additional amount for ‘‘Capitol
Police— General Expenses’’, $1,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to provide
support to the Senate Sergeant at Arms resi-
dential security system program.

(d) Each amount provided by this section is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress),
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2026 budget enforcement
in the House of Representatives.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Act, 2026,
DIVISION D—COMMERCE, JUSTICE,

SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-

PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the Departments of Com-
merce and dJustice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for international
trade activities of the Department of Com-
merce provided for by law, to carry out ac-
tivities associated with facilitating, attract-
ing, and retaining business investment in the
United States, to carry out activities associ-
ated with title VI of division BB of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public
Law 117-328), and for engaging in trade pro-
motional activities abroad, including ex-
penses of grants and cooperative agreements
for the purpose of promoting exports of
United States firms, without regard to sec-
tions 3702 and 3703 of title 44, United States
Code; full medical coverage for dependent
members of immediate families of employees
stationed overseas and employees tempo-
rarily posted overseas; travel and transpor-
tation of employees of the International
Trade Administration between two points
abroad, without regard to section 40118 of
title 49, United States Code; employment of
citizens of the United States and aliens by
contract for services; recognizing contribu-
tions to export expansion pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 10978; rental of space abroad for
periods not exceeding 10 years, and expenses
of alteration, repair, or improvement; pur-
chase or construction of temporary de-
mountable exhibition structures for use
abroad; payment of tort claims, in the man-
ner authorized in the first paragraph of sec-
tion 2672 of title 28, United States Code,
when such claims arise in foreign countries;
not to exceed $294,300 for official representa-
tion expenses abroad; purchase of passenger
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motor vehicles for official use abroad, not to
exceed $65,000 per vehicle; not to exceed
$350,000 for purchase of armored vehicles
without regard to the general purchase price
limitations; obtaining insurance on official
motor vehicles; and rental of tie lines,
$605,000,000, of which $102,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That $12,000,000 is to be derived from fees to
be retained and used by the International
Trade Administration, notwithstanding sec-
tion 3302 of title 31, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That, of amounts provided
under this heading, not less than $16,400,000
shall be for China antidumping and counter-
vailing duty enforcement and compliance ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the provisions
of the first sentence of section 105(f) and all
of section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply in carrying out
these activities; and that for the purpose of
this Act, contributions under the provisions
of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Ex-
change Act of 1961 shall include payment for
assessments for services provided as part of
these activities.
BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY
OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for export adminis-
tration and national security activities of
the Department of Commerce, including
costs associated with the performance of ex-
port administration field activities both do-
mestically and abroad; full medical coverage
for dependent members of immediate fami-
lies of employees stationed overseas; em-
ployment of citizens of the United States
and aliens by contract for services abroad;
payment of tort claims, in the manner au-
thorized in the first paragraph of section 2672
of title 28, United States Code, when such
claims arise in foreign countries; not to ex-
ceed $13,500 for official representation ex-
penses abroad; awards of compensation to in-
formers under the Export Control Reform
Act of 2018 (subtitle B of title XVII of the
John S. McCain National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2019; Public Law 115—
232; 132 Stat. 2208; 50 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.), and
as authorized by section 1(b) of the Act of
June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 U.S.C. 401(b));
and purchase of passenger motor vehicles for
official use and motor vehicles for law en-
forcement use with special requirement vehi-
cles eligible for purchase without regard to
any price limitation otherwise established
by law, $211,000,000, of which $76,000,000 shall
remain available until expended: Provided,
That the provisions of the first sentence of
section 105(f) and all of section 108(c) of the
Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall
apply in carrying out these activities: Pro-
vided further, That payments and contribu-
tions collected and accepted for materials or
services provided as part of such activities
may be retained for use in covering the cost
of such activities, and for providing informa-
tion to the public with respect to the export
administration and national security activi-
ties of the Department of Commerce and
other export control programs of the United
States and other governments.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE
PROGRAMS

For economic development assistance as
provided by the Public Works and Economic
Development Act of 1965, including provision
of assistance under section 207(b) of such
Act, for trade adjustment assistance, and for
programs authorized by the Stevenson-
Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980,
as amended, $360,000,000 to remain available
until expended, which shall be for the pur-
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poses and in the amounts specified in the
table titled ‘‘Economic Development Assist-
ance Programs’ in the report accompanying
this Act: Provided, That amounts made avail-
able under this heading may be used to im-
plement prize competitions as authorized by
section 24 of the Stevenson-Wydler Tech-
nology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3719).

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of administering
the economic development assistance pro-
grams as provided for by law, $66,000,000: Pro-
vided, That funds provided under this head-
ing may be used to monitor projects ap-
proved pursuant to title I of the Public
Works Employment Act of 1976; title II of
the Trade Act of 1974; sections 27 through 30
of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722-3723), as
amended; and the Community Emergency
Drought Relief Act of 1977.

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Minority
Business Development Agency in fostering,
promoting, and developing minority business
enterprises, as authorized by law, $55,000,000.

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as authorized by
law, of economic and statistical analysis pro-
grams of the Department of Commerce,
$122,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing
statistics, provided for by law, $328,500,000:
Provided, That, from amounts provided here-
in, funds may be used for promotion, out-
reach, and marketing activities.

PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for collecting, com-
piling, analyzing, preparing, and publishing
statistics for periodic censuses and programs
provided for by law, $1,191,849,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That, from amounts provided herein, funds
may be used for promotion, outreach, and
marketing activities.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND
INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as provided for by
law, of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA),
$55,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 15635(d), the Secretary of
Commerce shall charge Federal agencies for
costs incurred in spectrum management,
analysis, operations, and related services,
and such fees shall be retained and used as
offsetting collections for costs of such spec-
trum services, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Commerce is authorized to retain and use
as offsetting collections all funds trans-
ferred, or previously transferred, from other
Government agencies for all costs incurred
in telecommunications research, engineer-
ing, and related activities by the Institute
for Telecommunication Sciences of NTIA, in
furtherance of its assigned functions under
this paragraph, and such funds received from
other Government agencies shall remain
available until expended.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT AND CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses for the design, con-
struction, alteration, improvement, mainte-
nance, and repair of buildings and facilities
managed by the National Telecommuni-
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cations and Information Administration, not
otherwise provided for, $2,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK

OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the United
States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) provided for by law, including de-
fense of suits instituted against the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the TUSPTO,
$4,996,100,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as offsetting collections of fees and
surcharges assessed and collected by the
USPTO under any law are received during
fiscal year 2026, so as to result in a fiscal
year 2026 appropriation from the general
fund estimated at $0: Provided further, That
during fiscal year 2026, should the total
amount of such offsetting collections be less
than $4,996,100,000, this amount shall be re-
duced accordingly: Provided further, That any
amount received in excess of $4,996,100,000 in
fiscal year 2026 and deposited in the Patent
and Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of USPTO shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That any amounts reprogrammed in
accordance with the preceding proviso shall
be transferred to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office ‘‘Salaries and Ex-
penses’ account: Provided further, That the
budget of the President submitted for fiscal
year 2027 under section 1105 of title 31,
United States Code, shall include within
amounts provided under this heading for nec-
essary expenses of the USPTO any increases
that are expected to result from an increase
promulgated through rule or regulation in
offsetting collections of fees and surcharges
assessed and collected by the USPTO under
any law in either fiscal year 2026 or fiscal
year 2027: Provided further, That from
amounts provided herein, not to exceed
$13,500 shall be made available in fiscal year
2026 for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided further, That in fiscal year
2026 from the amounts made available for
‘“Salaries and Expenses’ for the USPTO, the
amounts necessary to pay (1) the difference
between the percentage of basic pay contrib-
uted by the USPTO and employees under sec-
tion 8334(a) of title 5, United States Code,
and the normal cost percentage (as defined
by section 8331(17) of that title) as provided
by the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay,
of employees subject to subchapter III of
chapter 83 of that title, and (2) the present
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing
costs, as determined by OPM for USPTO’s
specific use of post-retirement life insurance
and post-retirement health benefits coverage
for all USPTO employees who are enrolled in
Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB)
and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance
(FEGLI), shall be transferred to the Civil
Service Retirement and Disability Fund, the
FEGLI Fund, and the Employees FEHB
Fund, as appropriate, and shall be available
for the authorized purposes of those ac-
counts: Provided further, That any differences
between the present value factors published
in OPM’s yearly 300 series benefit letters and



S4660

the factors that OPM provides for USPTO’s
specific use shall be recognized as an im-
puted cost on USPTO’s financial statements,
where applicable: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, all
fees and surcharges assessed and collected by
USPTO are available for USPTO only pursu-
ant to section 42(c) of title 35, United States
Code, as amended by section 22 of the Leahy-
Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 112—
29):  Provided further, That within the
amounts appropriated, $2,450,000 shall be
transferred to the ‘“‘Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’” account for activities associated with
carrying out investigations and audits re-
lated to the USPTO.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND
TECHNOLOGY
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND
SERVICES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology (NIST),
$1,006,628,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may
be transferred to the ‘“Working Capital
Fund”: Provided, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this heading, $149,469,000 shall
be made available for the NIST—STRS
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the
table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending’’ in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided further, That the amounts
made available for the projects referenced in
the preceding proviso may not be transferred
for any other purpose: Provided further, That
not to exceed $5,000 shall be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That NIST may provide local
transportation for summer undergraduate
research fellowship program participants.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

For necessary expenses for industrial tech-
nology services, $212,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, of which $175,000,000
shall be for the Hollings Manufacturing Ex-
tension Partnership, and of which $37,000,000
shall be for the Manufacturing USA Pro-
gram: Provided, That the Secretary shall
renew all cooperative agreements authorized
by section 278k of title 15, United States
Code, for eligible entities in each State and
Puerto Rico.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

For construction of new research facilities,
including architectural and engineering de-
sign, and for renovation and maintenance of
existing facilities, not otherwise provided for
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology, as authorized by sections 13
through 15 of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology Act (156 U.S.C.
278¢c—278e), $385,897,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the
amounts appropriated under this heading,
$257,897,000 shall be made available for the
NIST—Construction projects, and in the
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’” in the re-
port accompanying this Act: Provided further,
That up to one percent of amounts made
available for the projects referenced in the
preceding proviso may be used for the admin-
istrative costs of such projects: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That the Secretary of Commerce
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shall include in the budget justification ma-
terials for fiscal year 2027 that the Secretary
submits to Congress in support of the De-
partment of Commerce budget (as submitted
with the budget of the President under sec-
tion 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code)
an estimate for each National Institute of
Standards and Technology construction
project having a total multi-year program
cost of more than $5,000,000, and simulta-
neously the budget justification materials
shall include an estimate of the budgetary
requirements for each such project for each
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years.
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of activities au-
thorized by law for the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in-
cluding maintenance, operation, and hire of
aircraft and vessels; pilot programs for
State-led fisheries management, notwith-
standing any other provision of law; grants,
contracts, or other payments to nonprofit
organizations for the purposes of conducting
activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments; and relocation of facilities,
$4,477,642,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That fees and dona-
tions received by the National Ocean Service
for the management of national marine sanc-
tuaries may be retained and used for the sal-
aries and expenses associated with those ac-
tivities, notwithstanding section 3302 of title
31, United States Code: Provided further, That
in addition, $399,644,000 shall be derived by
transfer from the fund entitled ‘‘Promote
and Develop Fishery Products and Research
Pertaining to American Fisheries’, which
shall only be used for fishery activities re-
lated to the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant Pro-
gram; Fisheries Data Collections, Surveys,
and Assessments; Observers and Training;
Fisheries Management Programs and Serv-
ices; and Interjurisdictional Fisheries
Grants: Provided further, That of the
$4,905,286,000 provided for in direct obliga-
tions under this heading, $4,477,642,000 is ap-
propriated from the general fund, $399,644,000
is provided by transfer, and $28,000,000 is de-
rived from recoveries of prior year obliga-
tions: Provided further, That of the amount
provided for in direct obligations under this
heading, $4,850,644,000 shall be for the pur-
poses and in the amounts specified in the ta-
bles under this heading in the report accom-
panying this Act: Provided further, That of
the amount provided for in direct obligations
under this heading, $54,642,000 shall be made
available for the NOAA—ORF projects, and
in the amounts, specified in the table titled
‘‘Congressionally Directed Spending’ in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided fur-
ther, That the amounts made available for
the projects referenced in the preceding pro-
viso may not be transferred for any other
purpose: Provided further, That not to exceed
$71,299,000 shall be for payment to the ‘‘De-
partment of Commerce Working Capital
Fund”: Provided further, That any use of
deobligated balances of funds provided under
this heading in previous years shall be sub-
ject to the procedures set forth in section 505
of this Act: Provided further, That in addi-
tion, for necessary retired pay expenses
under the Retired Serviceman’s Family Pro-
tection and Survivor Benefits Plan, and for
payments for the medical care of retired per-
sonnel and their dependents under the De-
pendents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C. ch. 55),
such sums as may be necessary.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

For procurement, acquisition and con-
struction of capital assets, including alter-
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ation and modification costs, of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
$1,610,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, except that funds provided
for acquisition and construction of satellites,
vessels, aircraft, and construction of facili-
ties shall remain available until expended:
Provided, That of the $1,623,000,000 provided
for in direct obligations under this heading,
$1,610,000,000 is appropriated from the general
fund and $13,000,000 is provided from recov-
eries of prior year obligations: Provided fur-
ther, That the $1,623,000,000 provided for in di-
rect obligations under this heading shall be
for the purposes and in the amounts specified
in the tables under this heading in the report
accompanying this Act: Provided further,
That any use of deobligated balances of
funds provided under this heading in pre-
vious years shall be subject to the proce-
dures set forth in section 505 of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Com-
merce shall include in budget justification
materials for fiscal year 2027 that the Sec-
retary submits to Congress in support of the
Department of Commerce budget (as sub-
mitted with the budget of the President
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code) an estimate for each National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
procurement, acquisition or construction
project having a total of more than $5,000,000
and simultaneously the budget justification
shall include an estimate of the budgetary
requirements for each such project for each
of the 5 subsequent fiscal years.
PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

For necessary expenses associated with the
restoration of Pacific salmon populations,
$65,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the funds
provided herein, the Secretary of Commerce
may issue grants to the States of Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California,
and Alaska, and to the federally recognized
Tribes of the Columbia River and Pacific
Coast (including Alaska), for projects nec-
essary for conservation of salmon and
steelhead populations that are listed as
threatened or endangered, or that are identi-
fied by a State as at-risk to be so listed, for
maintaining populations necessary for exer-
cise of Tribal treaty fishing rights or native
subsistence fishing, or for conservation of
Pacific coastal salmon and steelhead habi-
tat, based on guidelines to be developed by
the Secretary of Commerce: Provided further,
That all funds shall be allocated based on
scientific and other merit principles and
shall not be available for marketing activi-
ties: Provided further, That funds disbursed to
States shall be subject to a matching re-
quirement of funds or documented in-kind
contributions of at least 33 percent of the
Federal funds.

FISHERIES DISASTER ASSISTANCE

For necessary expenses of administering
the fishery disaster assistance programs au-
thorized by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (Public
Law 94-265) and the Interjurisdictional Fish-
eries Act (title IIT of Public Law 99-659),
$300,000.

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND

For carrying out the provisions of title IV
of Public Law 95-372, not to exceed $349,000,
to be derived from receipts collected pursu-
ant to that Act, to remain available until ex-
pended.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, during fiscal year 2026,
obligations of direct loans may not exceed
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans
and not to exceed $150,000,000 for traditional
direct loans as authorized by the Merchant
Marine Act of 1936.
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RECREATIONAL QUOTA ENTITY FUND

For carrying out the provisions of section
106 of the Driftnet Modernization and By-
catch Reduction Act (title I of division S of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023
(Public Law 117-328)), the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration may assess
and collect fees pursuant to such section,
which shall be credited to this account, to
remain available until expended, for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, in addition to amounts otherwise avail-
able for such purposes.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the manage-
ment of the Department of Commerce pro-
vided for by law, including not to exceed
$9,000 for official reception and representa-
tion, $94,500,000: Provided, That no employee
of the Department of Commerce may be de-
tailed or assigned from a bureau or office
funded by this Act or any other Act to of-
fices within the Office of the Secretary of the
Department of Commerce for more than 180
days in a fiscal year unless the individual’s
employing bureau or office is fully reim-
bursed for the salary and expenses of the em-
ployee for the entire period of assignment
using funds provided under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That amounts made available
to the Department of Commerce in this or
any prior Act may not be transferred pursu-
ant to section 508 of this or any prior Act to
the account funded under this heading, ex-
cept in the case of extraordinary cir-
cumstances that threaten life or property.

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION

For necessary expenses for the renovation
and modernization of the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, $1,142,000.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5
U.8.C. App.), $48,000,000.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 101. During the current fiscal year, ap-
plicable appropriations and funds made
available to the Department of Commerce by
this Act shall be available for the activities
specified in the Act of October 26, 1949 (15
U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in the manner
prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding
31 U.S.C. 3324, may be used for advanced pay-
ments not otherwise authorized only upon
the certification of officials designated by
the Secretary of Commerce that such pay-
ments are in the public interest.

SEcC. 102. During the current fiscal year, ap-
propriations made available to the Depart-
ment of Commerce by this Act for salaries
and expenses shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles as authorized by 31
U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901-
5902).

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 3 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Commerce
in this Act may be transferred between such
appropriations, but no such appropriation
shall be increased by more than 6 percent by
any such transfers: Provided, That any trans-
fer pursuant to this section shall be treated
as a reprogramming of funds under section
505 of this Act and shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that
section: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Commerce shall notify the Committees on
Appropriations at least 30 days in advance of
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the acquisition or disposal of any capital
asset (including land, structures, and equip-
ment) not specifically provided for in this
Act or any other law appropriating funds for
the Department of Commerce.

SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by sec-
tion 105 of the Commerce, Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,
2012 (Public Law 112-55), as amended by sec-
tion 105 of title I of division B of Public Law
113-6, are hereby adopted by reference and
made applicable with respect to fiscal year
2026: Provided, That the life cycle cost for the
Joint Polar Satellite System is
$11,322,125,000, the life cycle cost of the Polar
Follow On Program is $6,837,900,000, the life
cycle cost for the Geostationary Operational
Environmental Satellite R-Series Program is
$11,700,100,000, and the life cycle cost for the
Space Weather Follow On Program is
$692,800,000.

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Commerce may
furnish services (including but not limited to
utilities, telecommunications, and security
services) necessary to support the operation,
maintenance, and improvement of space that
persons, firms, or organizations are author-
ized, pursuant to the Public Buildings Coop-
erative Use Act of 1976 or other authority, to
use or occupy in the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, Washington, DC, or other build-
ings, the maintenance, operation, and pro-
tection of which has been delegated to the
Secretary from the Administrator of General
Services pursuant to the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 1949 on a
reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis.
Amounts received as reimbursement for
services provided under this section or the
authority under which the use or occupancy
of the space is authorized, up to $200,000,
shall be credited to the appropriation or fund
which initially bears the costs of such serv-
ices.

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be con-
strued to prevent a grant recipient from de-
terring child pornography, copyright in-
fringement, or any other unlawful activity
over its networks.

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion is authorized to use, with their consent,
with reimbursement and subject to the lim-
its of available appropriations, the land,
services, equipment, personnel, and facilities
of any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States, or of any State,
local government, Indian Tribal government,
Territory, or possession, or of any political
subdivision thereof, or of any foreign govern-
ment or international organization, for pur-
poses related to carrying out the responsibil-
ities of any statute administered by the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.

SEC. 108. The National Technical Informa-
tion Service shall not charge any customer
for a copy of any report or document gen-
erated by the Legislative Branch unless the
Service has provided information to the cus-
tomer on how an electronic copy of such re-
port or document may be accessed and
downloaded for free online. Should a cus-
tomer still require the Service to provide a
printed or digital copy of the report or docu-
ment, the charge shall be limited to recov-
ering the Service’s cost of processing, repro-
ducing, and delivering such report or docu-
ment.

SEC. 109. To carry out the responsibilities
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA), the Administrator of
NOAA is authorized to: (1) enter into grants
and cooperative agreements with; (2) use on
a non-reimbursable basis land, services,
equipment, personnel, and facilities provided
by; and (3) receive and expend funds made
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available on a consensual basis from: a Fed-
eral agency, State or subdivision thereof,
local government, Tribal government, Terri-
tory, or possession or any subdivisions there-
of: Provided, That funds received for permit-
ting and related regulatory activities pursu-
ant to this section shall be deposited under
the heading ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration—Operations, Re-
search, and Facilities’” and shall remain
available until September 30, 2027, for such
purposes: Provided further, That all funds
within this section and their corresponding
uses are subject to section 505 of this Act.

SEC. 110. Amounts provided by this Act or
by any prior appropriations Act that remain
available for obligation, for necessary ex-
penses of the programs of the Economics and
Statistics Administration of the Department
of Commerce, including amounts provided
for programs of the Bureau of Economic
Analysis and the Bureau of the Census, shall
be available for expenses of cooperative
agreements with appropriate entities, in-
cluding any Federal, State, or local govern-
mental unit, or institution of higher edu-
cation, to aid and promote statistical, re-
search, and methodology activities which
further the purposes for which such amounts
have been made available.

SEC. 111. The Secretary of Commerce, or
the designee of the Secretary, may waive up
to 50 percent of the cost sharing require-
ments under section 315, of the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1461) as
necessary at the request of the grant appli-
cant, for amounts made available under this
Act under the heading ‘‘Procurement, Acqui-
sition and Construction” under the heading
“National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration”.

SEC. 112. Any unobligated balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds transferred to the
Department of Commerce Nonrecurring Ex-
penses Fund, as authorized by section 111 of
title I of division B of Public Law 116-93,
may be obligated only after the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate are notified at least 30
days in advance of the planned use of funds.

SEC. 113. The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, in consultation with the employees of
the National Weather Service and non-gov-
ernmental experts in personnel management,
may establish an alternative or fixed rate for
relocation allowance, including permanent
change of station allowance, notwith-
standing the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 5724 and
the regulations prescribed under 5 U.S.C.
5738.

SEC. 114. The National Weather Service
shall maintain staffing levels by hiring, re-
taining, and rehiring after separations in
order to fulfill the mission required under 15
U.S.C. 313 to protect life and property to the
maximum extent possible.

This title may be cited as the ‘“Department
of Commerce Appropriations Act, 2026”".

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JUSTICE OPERATIONS, MANAGEMENT, AND
ACCOUNTABILITY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the operations,
management, and accountability of the De-
partment of Justice, $142,000,000, of which
not to exceed $4,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, and of which
not to exceed $4,000,000 for security and con-
struction of Department of Justice facilities
shall remain available until expended.

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
sharing technology, including planning, de-
velopment, deployment and departmental di-
rection, $50,000,000, to remain available until
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expended: Provided, That the Attorney Gen-
eral may transfer up to $40,000,000 to this ac-
count, from funds available to the Depart-
ment of Justice for information technology,
to remain available until expended, for en-
terprise-wide information technology initia-
tives: Provided further, That the transfer au-
thority in the preceding proviso is in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority con-
tained in this Act: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to the first proviso shall
be treated as a reprogramming under section
505 of this Act and shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that
section.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the administra-
tion of immigration-related activities of the
Executive Office for Immigration Review,
$804,000,000, of which $10,000,000 shall be de-
rived by transfer from the Executive Office
for Immigration Review fees deposited in the
“Immigration Examinations Fee’ account,
and of which not less than $29,000,000 shall be
available for services and activities provided
by the Legal Orientation Program: Provided,
That not to exceed $50,000,000 of the total
amount made available under this heading
shall remain available until September 30,
2030, for build-out and modifications of
courtroom space.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, $139,000,000, including not to
exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character: Provided,
That not to exceed $4,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027.

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United
States Parole Commission as authorized,
$13,500,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, upon the expira-
tion of a term of office of a Commissioner,
the Commissioner may continue to act until
a successor has been appointed.

LEGAL ACTIVITIES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL
ACTIVITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the legal activi-
ties of the Department of Justice, not other-
wise provided for, including not to exceed
$20,000 for expenses of collecting evidence, to
be expended under the direction of, and to be
accounted for solely under the certificate of,
the Attorney General; the administration of
pardon and clemency petitions; and rent of
private or Government-owned space in the
District of Columbia, $1,028,000,000, of which
not to exceed $50,000,000 for litigation sup-
port contracts and information technology
projects, including cybersecurity and hard-
ening of critical networks, shall remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amount provided for INTERPOL Wash-
ington dues payments, not to exceed $900,000
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated, not to exceed $9,000 shall be
available to INTERPOL Washington for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses:
Provided further, That of the total amount
appropriated, not to exceed $9,000 shall be
available to the Criminal Division for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses:
Provided further, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 205 of this Act, upon a determination by
the Attorney General that emergent cir-
cumstances require additional funding for
litigation activities of the Civil Division, the
Attorney General may transfer such

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

amounts to ‘“‘Salaries and Expenses, General
Legal Activities” from available appropria-
tions for the current fiscal year for the De-
partment of Justice, as may be necessary to
respond to such circumstances: Provided fur-
ther, That any transfer pursuant to the pre-
ceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That of the amount appropriated,
such sums as may be necessary shall be
available to the Civil Rights Division for sal-
aries and expenses associated with the elec-
tion monitoring program under section 8 of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305)
and to reimburse the Office of Personnel
Management for such salaries and expenses:
Provided further, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this heading for the election
monitoring program, $3,390,000 shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That any funds provided under this heading
in prior year appropriations Acts that re-
main available to the Civil Rights Division
for salaries and expenses associated with the
election monitoring program under section 8
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (62 U.S.C.
10305) may also be used to carry out any au-
thorized purposes of the Civil Rights Divi-
sion: Provided further, That amounts
repurposed by the preceding proviso may not
be used to increase the number of permanent
positions.

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses
of the Department of Justice associated with
processing cases under the National Child-
hood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, $22,700,000,
to be appropriated from the Vaccine Injury
Compensation Trust Fund and to remain
available until expended.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION

For expenses necessary for the enforce-
ment of antitrust and kindred laws,
$245,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall be
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, fees col-
lected in fiscal year 2026 for premerger noti-
fication filings under the Hart-Scott-Rodino
Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976 (15
U.S.C. 18a) shall be retained and used for
necessary expenses in this appropriation and
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced (1) as such offsetting collections are
received during fiscal year 2026 and (2) to the
extent that any remaining general fund ap-
propriations can be derived from amounts
credited to this account as offsetting collec-
tions in previous fiscal years that are not
otherwise appropriated, so as to result in a
final fiscal year 2026 appropriation from the
general fund estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding section 605 of the
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 1990 (15 U.S.C. 18a note),
none of the funds credited to this account as
offsetting collections in previous fiscal years
that were unavailable for obligation as of
September 30, 2025, shall become available
for obligation except as provided in the pre-
ceding proviso: Provided further, That any
premerger notification filing fees received in
excess of $245,000,000 in fiscal year 2026 shall
remain available until expended: Provided
further, That the Attorney General shall sub-
mit a spending plan to the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate for any amounts made
available by the preceding proviso and such
spending plan shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
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and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES
ATTORNEYS

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the
United States Attorneys, including inter-
governmental and cooperative agreements,
$2,611,000,000: Provided, That of the total
amount appropriated, not to exceed $19,600
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses: Provided further,
That not to exceed $40,000,000 shall remain
available until expended: Provided further,
That each United States Attorney shall es-
tablish or participate in a task force on
human trafficking.

UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND

For necessary expenses of the United
States Trustee Program, as authorized,
$220,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, deposits of discre-
tionary offsetting collections to the United
States Trustee System Fund and amounts
herein appropriated shall be available in
such amounts as may be necessary to pay re-
funds due depositors: Provided further, That,
notwithstanding any other provision of law,
fees deposited into the Fund as discretionary
offsetting collections pursuant to section
589a of title 28, United States Code (as lim-
ited by section 589a(f)(2) of title 28, United
States Code), shall be retained and used for
necessary expenses in this appropriation and
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That to the extent that fees de-
posited into the Fund as discretionary offset-
ting collections in fiscal year 2026, net of
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, exceed $220,000,000, those excess
amounts shall be available in future fiscal
years only to the extent provided in advance
in appropriations Acts: Provided further, That
the sum herein appropriated from the gen-
eral fund shall be reduced (1) as such fees are
received during fiscal year 2026, net of
amounts necessary to pay refunds due de-
positors, (estimated at $205,000,000) and (2) to
the extent that any remaining general fund
appropriations can be derived from amounts
deposited in the Fund as discretionary off-
setting collections in previous fiscal years
that are not otherwise appropriated, so as to
result in a final fiscal year 2026 appropria-
tion from the general fund estimated at
$15,000,000.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS
SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission, including services as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States
Code, $2,504,000.

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES

For fees and expenses of witnesses, for ex-
penses of contracts for the procurement and
supervision of expert witnesses, for private
counsel expenses, including advances, and for
expenses of foreign counsel, $320,000,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
not to exceed $16,000,000 is for construction of
buildings for protected witness safesites; not
to exceed $3,000,000 is for the purchase and
maintenance of armored and other vehicles
for witness security caravans; and not to ex-
ceed $35,000,000 is for the purchase, installa-
tion, maintenance, and upgrade of secure
telecommunications equipment and a secure
automated information network to store and
retrieve the identities and locations of pro-
tected witnesses: Provided, That amounts
made available under this heading may not
be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this
Act.
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SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY
RELATIONS SERVICE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Community
Relations Service, $22,000,000: Provided, That
notwithstanding section 205 of this Act, upon
a determination by the Attorney General
that emergent circumstances require addi-
tional funding for conflict resolution and vi-
olence prevention activities of the Commu-
nity Relations Service, the Attorney General
may transfer such amounts to the Commu-
nity Relations Service, from available appro-
priations for the current fiscal year for the
Department of Justice, as may be necessary
to respond to such circumstances: Provided
further, That any transfer pursuant to the
preceding proviso shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation or
expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section.

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND

For expenses authorized by subparagraphs
(B), (F), and (G) of section 524(c)(1) of title 28,
United States Code, $20,5614,000, to be derived
from the Department of Justice Assets For-
feiture Fund.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United
States Marshals Service, $1,712,000,000, of
which not to exceed $20,000 shall be available
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, and not to exceed $25,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended.

CONSTRUCTION

For construction in space that is con-
trolled, occupied, or utilized by the United
States Marshals Service for prisoner holding
and related support, $12,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION

For necessary expenses related to United
States prisoners in the custody of the United
States Marshals Service as authorized by
section 4013 of title 18, United States Code,
$2,236,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That not to exceed
$20,000,000 shall be considered ‘‘funds appro-
priated for State and local law enforcement
assistance’ pursuant to section 4013(b) of
title 18, United States Code: Provided further,
That the United States Marshals Service
shall be responsible for managing the Justice
Prisoner and Air Transportation System.

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary to carry out the ac-
tivities of the National Security Division,
$122,000,000, of which not to exceed $5,000,000
for information technology systems shall re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act,
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require
additional funding for the activities of the
National Security Division, the Attorney
General may transfer such amounts to this
heading from available appropriations for
the current fiscal year for the Department of
Justice, as may be necessary to respond to
such circumstances: Provided further, That
any transfer pursuant to the preceding pro-
viso shall be treated as a reprogramming
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be
available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set
forth in that section.

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT
ORGANIZED CRIME DRUG ENFORCEMENT TASK
FORCES

For necessary expenses for the identifica-
tion, investigation, and prosecution of indi-
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viduals associated with the most significant
drug trafficking organizations, transnational
organized crime, and money laundering orga-
nizations not otherwise provided for, to in-
clude inter-governmental agreements with
State and local law enforcement agencies en-
gaged in the investigation and prosecution of
individuals involved in transnational orga-
nized crime and drug trafficking, $537,000,000,
of which $50,000,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That any amounts
obligated from appropriations under this
heading may be used under authorities avail-
able to the organizations reimbursed from
this appropriation.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for detection, inves-
tigation, and prosecution of crimes against
the United States, $10,643,713,000, of which
not to exceed $216,900,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed $284,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses.

CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses, to include the cost
of equipment, furniture, and information
technology requirements, related to con-
struction or acquisition of buildings, facili-
ties, and sites by purchase, or as otherwise
authorized by law; conversion, modification,
and extension of federally owned buildings;
preliminary planning and design of projects;
and operation and maintenance of secure
work environment facilities and secure net-
working capabilities; $15,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Drug En-
forcement Administration, including not to
exceed $70,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character pursuant
to section 530C of title 28, United States
Code; and expenses for conducting drug edu-
cation and training programs, including
travel and related expenses for participants
in such programs and the distribution of
items of token value that promote the goals
of such programs, $2,567,000,000, of which not
to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain available
until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses: Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 3672 of Public Law 106-
310, up to $10,000,000 may be used to reim-
burse States, units of local government, In-
dian Tribal Governments, other public enti-
ties, and multi-jurisdictional or regional
consortia thereof for expenses incurred to
clean up and safely dispose of substances as-
sociated with clandestine methamphetamine
laboratories, conversion and extraction oper-
ations, tableting operations, or laboratories
and processing operations for fentanyl and
fentanyl-related substances which may
present a danger to public health or the envi-
ronment: Provided further, That none of the
funds made available by this Act or any
prior Department of Justice Appropriations
Act shall be available to restart the illicit
crop imagery program.

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND
EXPLOSIVES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
for training of State and local law enforce-
ment agencies with or without reimburse-
ment, including training in connection with
the training and acquisition of canines for
explosives and fire accelerants detection;
and for provision of laboratory assistance to
State and local law enforcement agencies,
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with or without reimbursement,
$1,625,000,000, of which not to exceed $36,000
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not to exceed $1,000,000 shall
be available for the payment of attorneys’
fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title
18, United States Code, and not to exceed
$25,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That none of the funds ap-
propriated herein shall be available to inves-
tigate or act upon applications for relief
from Federal firearms disabilities under sec-
tion 925(c) of title 18, United States Code:
Provided further, That such funds shall be
available to investigate and act upon appli-
cations filed by corporations for relief from
Federal firearms disabilities under section
925(c) of title 18, United States Code: Pro-
vided further, That no funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to
transfer the functions, missions, or activities
of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives to other agencies or Depart-
ments.
FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Federal Pris-
on System for the administration, operation,
and maintenance of Federal penal and cor-
rectional institutions, and for the provision
of technical assistance and advice on correc-
tions related issues to foreign governments,
$8,392,588,000: Provided, That not less than
$409,483,000 shall be for the programs and ac-
tivities authorized by the First Step Act of
2018 (Public Law 115-391), of which not less
than 2 percent shall be transferred to and
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Re-
search, Evaluation and Statistics” for the
National Institute of Justice to carry out
evaluations of programs and activities re-
lated to the First Step Act of 2018: Provided
further, That the Attorney General may
transfer to the Department of Health and
Human Services such amounts as may be
necessary for direct expenditures by that De-
partment for medical relief for inmates of
Federal penal and correctional institutions:
Provided further, That the Director of the
Federal Prison System, where necessary,
may enter into contracts with a fiscal agent
or fiscal intermediary claims processor to
determine the amounts payable to persons
who, on behalf of the Federal Prison System,
furnish health services to individuals com-
mitted to the custody of the Federal Prison
System: Provided further, That not to exceed
$5,400 shall be available for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $50,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended for necessary
operations: Provided further, That, of the
amounts provided for contract confinement,
not to exceed $20,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended to make payments in ad-
vance for grants, contracts and reimbursable
agreements, and other expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That the Director of the Federal Prison
System may accept donated property and
services relating to the operation of the pris-
on card program from a not-for-profit entity
which has operated such program in the
past, notwithstanding the fact that such not-
for-profit entity furnishes services under
contracts to the Federal Prison System re-
lating to the operation of pre-release serv-
ices, halfway houses, or other custodial fa-
cilities: Provided further, That amounts made
available under this heading for programs
and activities related to the First Step Act
may not be transferred, or otherwise made
available, to or for administration by the De-
partment of Labor.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For planning, acquisition of sites, and con-
struction of new facilities; purchase and ac-
quisition of facilities and remodeling, and
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equipping of such facilities for penal and cor-
rectional use, including all necessary ex-
penses incident thereto, by contract or force
account; and constructing, remodeling, and
equipping necessary buildings and facilities
at existing penal and correctional institu-
tions, including all necessary expenses inci-
dent thereto, by contract or force account,
$179,762,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which $150,000,000 shall be avail-
able only for costs related to construction of
new facilities: Provided, That labor of United
States prisoners may be used for work per-
formed under this appropriation.

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

The Federal Prison Industries, Incor-
porated, is hereby authorized to make such
expenditures within the limits of funds and
borrowing authority available, and in accord
with the law, and to make such contracts
and commitments without regard to fiscal
year limitations as provided by section 9104
of title 31, United States Code, as may be
necessary in carrying out the program set
forth in the budget for the current fiscal
year for such corporation.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES,
FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the
Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated,
shall be available for its administrative ex-
penses, and for services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, to be
computed on an accrual basis to be deter-
mined in accordance with the corporation’s
current prescribed accounting system, and
such amounts shall be exclusive of deprecia-
tion, payment of claims, and expenditures
which such accounting system requires to be
capitalized or charged to cost of commod-
ities acquired or produced, including selling
and shipping expenses, and expenses in con-
nection with acquisition, construction, oper-
ation, maintenance, improvement, protec-
tion, or disposition of facilities and other
property belonging to the corporation or in
which it has an interest.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACTIVITIES

OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND
PROSECUTION PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance for the preven-
tion and prosecution of violence against
women, as authorized by the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as
amended (34 U.S.C. 10101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1968
Act”); title II of the Civil Rights Act of 1968
(commonly known as the ‘“Indian Civil
Rights Act of 1968’’) (Public Law 90-284, as
amended) (‘‘the Indian Civil Rights Act”’);
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322, as
amended) (34 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) (‘‘the 1994
Act”); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the
Prosecutorial Remedies and Other Tools to
end the Exploitation of Children Today Act
of 2003 (Public Law 108-21); the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974
(34 U.S.C. 11101 et seq.) (“‘the 1974 Act”); the
Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-386, as
amended) (‘‘the 2000 Act’’); the Justice for
All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-405, as
amended) (‘‘the 2004 Act’); the Violence
Against Women and Department of Justice
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-
162, as amended) (‘‘the 2005 Act’’); the Vio-
lence Against Women Reauthorization Act of
2013 (Public Law 113-4) (‘‘the 2013 Act”’); the
Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015
(Public Law 114-22) (‘‘the 2015 Act’); the
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Abolish Human Trafficking Act (Public Law
115-392); and the Violence Against Women
Act Reauthorization Act of 2022 (division W
of Public Law 117-103) (‘‘the 2022 Act’); and
for related victims services, $720,000,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
$80,000,000 shall be derived by transfer from
amounts available for obligation in this Act
from the Fund established by section 1402 of
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473
(34 U.S.C. 20101), notwithstanding section
1402(d) of such Act of 1984, and merged with
the amounts otherwise made available under
this heading Provided, That except as other-
wise provided by law, not to exceed 5 percent
of funds made available under this heading
may be used for expenses related to evalua-
tion, training, and technical assistance: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount provided—

(1) $255,000,000 is for grants to combat vio-
lence against women, as authorized by part
T of the 1968 Act, and any applicable in-
creases for the amount of such grants, as au-
thorized by section 5903 of the James M.
Inhofe National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023: Provided, That $10,000,000
shall be for any such increases under such
section 5903, which shall apply to fiscal year
2026 grants funded by amounts provided in
this paragraph;

(2) $51,000,000 is for transitional housing as-
sistance grants for victims of domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, stalking, or sexual as-
sault as authorized by section 40299 of the
1994 Act;

(3) $2,500,000 is for the National Institute of
Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics
for research, evaluation, and statistics of vi-
olence against women and related issues ad-
dressed by grant programs of the Office on
Violence Against Women, which shall be
transferred to ‘‘Research, Evaluation and
Statistics” for administration by the Office
of Justice Programs;

(4) $17,000,000 is for a grant program to pro-
vide services to advocate for and respond to
youth victims of domestic violence, dating
violence, sexual assault, and stalking; assist-
ance to children and youth exposed to such
violence; assistance to middle and high
school students through education and other
services related to such violence, and pro-
grams to engage men and youth in pre-
venting domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking: Provided, That
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by sections 41201, 41204,
41303, and 41305 of the 1994 Act, prior to its
amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be avail-
able for this program: Provided further, That
10 percent of the total amount available for
this grant program shall be available for
grants under the program authorized by sec-
tion 2015 of the 1968 Act: Provided further,
That the definitions and grant conditions in
section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to
this program;

(5) $60,500,000 is for grants to improve the
criminal justice response as authorized by
part U of title I of the 1968 Act, of which up
to $4,000,000 is for a homicide reduction ini-
tiative; and up to $2,000,000 is for a domestic
violence lethality reduction initiative;

(6) $79,500,000 is for sexual assault victims
assistance, as authorized by section 41601 of
the 1994 Act;

(7) $51,000,000 is for rural domestic violence
and child abuse enforcement assistance
grants, as authorized by section 40295 of the
1994 Act;

(8) $25,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent
crimes against women on campus, as author-
ized by section 304 of the 2005 Act, of which
$12,500,000 is for grants to Historically Black
Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-Serving
Institutions, and Tribal colleges and univer-
sities;
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(9) $56,000,000 is for legal assistance for vic-
tims, as authorized by section 1201 of the 2000
Act;

(10) $9,000,000 is for enhanced training and
services to end violence against and abuse of
women in later life, as authorized by section
40801 of the 1994 Act;

(11) $22,000,000 is for grants to support fami-
lies in the justice system, as authorized by
section 1301 of the 2000 Act: Provided, That
unobligated balances available for the pro-
grams authorized by section 1301 of the 2000
Act and section 41002 of the 1994 Act, prior to
their amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be
available for this program;

(12) $12,000,000 is for education and training
to end violence against and abuse of women
with disabilities, as authorized by section
1402 of the 2000 Act;

(13) $1,000,000 is for the National Resource
Center on Workplace Responses to assist vic-
tims of domestic violence, as authorized by
section 41501 of the 1994 Act;

(14) $1,000,000 is for analysis and research
on violence against Indian women, including
as authorized by section 904 of the 2005 Act:
Provided, That such funds may be transferred
to “Research, Evaluation and Statistics’ for
administration by the Office of Justice Pro-
grams;

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse
that provides training and technical assist-
ance on issues relating to sexual assault of
American Indian and Alaska Native women;

(16) $12,000,000 is for programs to assist
Tribal Governments in exercising special
Tribal criminal jurisdiction, as authorized
by section 204 of the Indian Civil Rights Act:
Provided, That the grant conditions in sec-
tion 40002(b) of the 1994 Act shall apply to
grants made;

(17) $1,500,000 is for the purposes authorized
under the 2015 Act;

(18) $15,000,000 is for a grant program to
support restorative justice responses to do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual as-
sault, and stalking, including evaluations of
those responses;

(19) $11,000,000 is for culturally specific
services for victims, as authorized by section
121 of the 2005 Act;

(20) $3,000,000 is for an initiative to support
cross-designation of tribal prosecutors as
Tribal Special Assistant United States At-
torneys: Provided, That the definitions and
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994
Act shall apply to this initiative;

(21) $1,000,000 is for grants to support vic-
tims of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking, including
through the provision of technical assist-
ance, as authorized by section 206 of the 2022
Act: Provided, That the definitions and grant
conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 Act
shall apply to this program;

(22) $2,000,000 is for a National Deaf Serv-
ices Line to provide services to Deaf victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, and stalking: Provided, That the
definitions and grant conditions in section
40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to this serv-
ice line;

(23) $5,000,000 is for grants for outreach and
services to underserved populations, as au-
thorized by section 120 of the 2005 Act;

(24) $4,000,000 is for an initiative to provide
financial assistance to victims, including
evaluation of the effectiveness of funded
projects: Provided, That the definitions and
grant conditions in section 40002 of the 1994
Act shall apply to this initiative;

(25) $5,000,000 is for trauma-informed, vic-
tim-centered training for law enforcement,
and related research and evaluation activi-
ties, as authorized by section 41701 of the 1994
Act;

(26) $12,000,000 is for grants to support ac-
cess to sexual assault nurse examinations, as
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authorized by section 304 of title IIT of the
2004 Act: Provided, That the grant conditions
in section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to
this program; and
(27) $5,500,000 is for local law enforcement
grants for prevention, enforcement, and
prosecution of cybercrimes against individ-
uals, as authorized by section 1401 of the 2022
Act, and for a National Resource Center on
Cybercrimes Against Individuals, as author-
ized by section 1402 of the 2022 Act: Provided,
That the grant conditions in section 40002 of
the 1994 Act shall apply to this paragraph.
OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘title I of the 1968
Act”) (Public Law 90-351); the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994
(Public Law 103-322) (‘‘the 1994 Act’’); the Ju-
venile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Act of 1974 (‘‘the 1974 Act’’) (Public Law 93—
415); the Missing Children’s Assistance Act
(34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the PROTECT Act
(Public Law 108-21); the Justice for All Act
of 2004 (Public Law 108-405); the Violence
Against Women and Department of Justice
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-
162) (‘‘the 2005 Act”); the Victims of Child
Abuse Act of 1990 (title II of Public Law 101-
647); the Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-199); the Victims of Crime Act of
1984 (chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98—
473); the Adam Walsh Child Protection and
Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248) (‘‘the
Adam Walsh Act’’); the PROTECT Our Chil-
dren Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-401); subtitle
C of title II of the Homeland Security Act of
2002 (Public Law 107-296) (‘‘the 2002 Act’’);
the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003
(Public Law 108-79) (“PREA”’); the NICS Im-
provement Amendments Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-180); the Violence Against Women
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113—
4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Comprehensive Ad-
diction and Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-198); the First Step Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-391); and other programs, $60,000,000,
to remain available until expended, of
which—

(1) $27,000,000 is for criminal justice statis-
tics programs and other activities as author-
ized by part C of title I of the 1968 Act; and

(2) $33,000,000 is for research, development,
and evaluation programs, and other activi-
ties as authorized by part B of title I of the
1968 Act and subtitle C of title II of the 2002
Act, and for activities authorized by or con-
sistent with the First Step Act of 2018.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ASSISTANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322) (‘‘the
1994 Act”’); title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law
90-351, as amended) (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Jus-
tice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-405);
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (title
II of Public Law 101-647) (‘‘the 1990 Act’’); the
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-164) (‘‘the
TVPRA of 2005); the Violence Against
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the
2005 Act’’); the Adam Walsh Child Protection
and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248)
(‘““‘the Adam Walsh Act’); the Victims of
Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of
2000 (Public Law 106-386) (‘‘the Victims of
Trafficking Act’’); the NICS Improvement
Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-
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180); subtitle C of title II of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-296)
(‘‘the 2002 Act’); the Prison Rape Elimi-
nation Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-79)
(“PREA”’); the Public Safety Officer Medal
of Valor Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-12); the
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-
199); the Prioritizing Resources and Organi-
zation for Intellectual Property Act of 2008
(Public Law 110-403) (‘‘the PRO-IP Act”); the
Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (chapter XIV of
title II of Public Law 98-473) (‘‘the 1984
Act”); the Mentally I11 Offender Treatment
and Crime Reduction Reauthorization and
Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
416); the Violence Against Women Reauthor-
ization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-4) (‘‘the
2013 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198)
(‘““CARA”’); the Justice for All Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-324); Kevin
and Avonte’s Law (division Q of Public Law
115-141) (““Kevin and Avonte’s Law’’); the
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act of 2018 (title
III of division S of Public Law 115-141) (‘‘the
Keep Young Athletes Safe Act’’); the STOP
School Violence Act of 2018 (title V of divi-
sion S of Public Law 115-141) (‘‘the STOP
School Violence Act’); the Fix NICS Act of
2018 (title VI of division S of Public Law 115—
141); the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant
Program Authorization Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-185); the SUPPORT for Patients and
Communities Act (Public Law 115-271); the
Second Chance Reauthorization Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-391); the Matthew Shepard
and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention
Act (Public Law 111-84); title II of Kristen’s
Act (title II of Public Law 106-468, as amend-
ed); the Ashanti Alert Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-401); the Missing Persons and Un-
identified Remains Act of 2019 (Public Law
116-277); the Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act (34
U.S.C. 30507); the Violence Against Women
Act Reauthorization Act of 2022 (division W
of Public Law 117-103) (‘‘the 2022 Act’’); the
Daniel Anderl Judicial Security and Privacy
Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-263); and other
programs, $1,878,146,000, to remain available
until expended as follows—

(1) $569,146,000 for the Edward Byrne Memo-
rial Justice Assistance Grant program as au-
thorized by subpart 1 of part E of title I of
the 1968 Act (except that section 1001(c), and
the special rules for Puerto Rico under sec-
tion 505(g), of title I of the 1968 Act shall not
apply for purposes of this Act), of which, not-
withstanding such subpart 1—

(A) $13,000,000 is for an Officer Robert Wil-
son III memorial initiative on Preventing
Violence Against Law Enforcement and En-
suring Officer Resilience and Survivability
(VALOR);

(B) $3,000,000 is for the operation, mainte-
nance, and expansion of the National Missing
and Unidentified Persons System;

(C) $8,000,000 is for a grant program for
State and local law enforcement to provide
officer training on responding to individuals
with mental illness or disabilities, including
for purposes described in the Law Enforce-
ment De-Escalation Training Act of 2022
(Public Law 117-325);

(D) $3,000,000 is for a student loan repay-
ment assistance program pursuant to part JJ
of title I of the 1968 Act, as amended;

(E) $15,500,000 is for prison rape prevention
and prosecution grants to States and units of
local government, and other programs, as
authorized by PREA: Provided, That for
grants requested or issued this fiscal year,
section 8(e)(2)(D)(iii)(I) of PREA shall be ap-
plied by striking ‘‘during the 2-year period
beginning 6 years after December 16, 2016°’;

(F) $3,000,000 is for the Missing Americans
Alert Program (title XXIV of the 1994 Act),
as amended by Kevin and Avonte’s Law;
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(G) $19,000,000 is for grants authorized
under the Project Safe Neighborhoods Grant
Authorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
185);

(H) $12,000,000 is for the Capital Litigation
Improvement Grant Program, as authorized
by section 426 of Public Law 108-405, and for
grants for wrongful conviction review;

(I) $3,000,000 is for a national center on re-
storative justice;

(J) $1,000,000 is for the purposes of the
Ashanti Alert Communications Network as
authorized by title II of Kristen’s Act, as
amended by the Ashanti Alert Act of 2018
(Public Law 115-401), and for related plan-
ning, implementation and other support ac-
tivities;

(K) $3,500,000 is for a grant program to rep-
licate and support family-based alternative
sentencing programs;

(L) $7,000,000 is for a rural violent crime
initiative, including assistance for law en-
forcement;

(M) $5,000,000 is for grants authorized under
the Missing Persons and Unidentified Re-
mains Act of 2019 (Public Law 116-277);

(N) $1,500,000 is for grants to accredited in-
stitutions of higher education to support fo-
rensic ballistics programs;

(0) $3,000,000 is for the purposes authorized
under section 1506 of the 2022 Act; and

(P) $152,146,000 is for discretionary grants
to improve the functioning of the criminal
justice system, to prevent or combat juve-
nile delinquency, and to assist victims of
crime (other than compensation), which
shall be made available for the OJP—Byrne
projects, and in the amounts, specified in the
table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending” in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided, That such amounts may not
be transferred for any other purpose;

(2) $88,000,000 for victim services programs
for victims of trafficking, as authorized by
section 107(b)(2) of the Victims of Trafficking
Act, by the TVPRA of 2005, or by the 2013
Act, and related activities such as investiga-
tions and prosecutions;

(3) $8,000,000 for a grant program to prevent
and address economic, high technology,
white collar, and Internet crime, including
as authorized by section 401 of the PRO-IP
Act, of which not less than $2,500,000 is for
intellectual property enforcement grants in-
cluding as authorized by section 401, and
$2,000,000 is for grants to develop databases
on Internet of Things device capabilities and
to build and execute training modules for
law enforcement;

(4) $19,000,000 for sex offender management
assistance, as authorized by the Adam Walsh
Act, and related activities;

(5) $30,000,000 for the Patrick Leahy Bullet-
proof Vest Partnership Grant Program, as
authorized by section 2501 of title I of the
1968 Act: Provided, That $1,500,000 shall be
transferred directly to the National Institute
of Standards and Technology’s Office of Law
Enforcement Standards for research, testing,
and evaluation programs;

(6) $1,000,000 for the National Sex Offender
Public Website;

(7) $87,000,000 for grants to States to up-
grade criminal and mental health records for
the National Instant Criminal Background
Check System, of which no less than
$25,000,000 shall be for grants made under the
authorities of the NICS Improvement
Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-180)
and Fix NICS Act of 2018;

(8) $34,000,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic
Sciences Improvement Grants under part BB
of title I of the 1968 Act;

(9) $148,000,000 for DNA-related and forensic
programs and activities, of which—

(A) $120,000,000 is for the purposes author-
ized under section 2 of the DNA Analysis
Backlog Elimination Act of 2000 (Public Law



S4666

106-546) (the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog
Grant Program): Provided, That up to 4 per-
cent of funds made available under this para-
graph may be used for the purposes described
in the DNA Training and Education for Law
Enforcement, Correctional Personnel, and
Court Officers program (Public Law 108-405,
section 303);

(B) $10,000,000 is for other local, State, and
Federal forensic activities;

(C) $14,000,000 is for the purposes described
in the Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction
DNA Testing Grant Program (Public Law
108-405, section 412); and

(D) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic
Exam Program grants, including as author-
ized by section 304 of Public Law 108-405;

(10) $51,500,000 for community-based grant
programs to improve the response to sexual
assault including assistance for investiga-
tion and prosecution of related cold cases;

(11) $14,000,000 for the court-appointed spe-
cial advocate program, as authorized by sec-
tion 217 of the 1990 Act;

(12) $48,000,000 for assistance to Indian
Tribes;

(13) $116,000,000 for offender reentry pro-
grams and research, as authorized by the
Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-
199) and by the Second Chance Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-391), without
regard to the time limitations specified at
section 6(1) of such Act, of which not to ex-
ceed—

(A) $8,000,000 is for a program to improve
State, local, and Tribal probation or parole
supervision efforts and strategies;

(B) $5,000,000 is for children of incarcerated
parents demonstration programs to enhance
and maintain parental and family relation-
ships for incarcerated parents as a reentry or
recidivism reduction strategy;

(C) $5,000,000 is for additional replication
sites employing the Project HOPE Oppor-
tunity Probation with Enforcement model
implementing swift and certain sanctions in
probation, of which no less than $500,000 shall
be used for a project that provides training,
technical assistance, and best practices; and

(D) $10,000,000 is for a grant program for

crisis stabilization and community reentry,
as authorized by the Crisis Stabilization and
Community Reentry Act of 2020 (Public Law
116-281):
Provided, That up to $7,500,000 of funds made
available in this paragraph may be used for
performance-based awards for Pay for Suc-
cess projects, of which up to $5,000,000 shall
be for Pay for Success programs imple-
menting the Permanent Supportive Housing
Model and reentry housing;

(14) $418,000,000 for comprehensive opioid
use reduction activities, including as author-
ized by CARA, and for the following pro-
grams, which shall address opioid, stimulant,
and substance use disorders consistent with
underlying program authorities, of which—

(A) $89,000,000 is for Drug Courts, as au-
thorized by section 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of
the 1968 Act;

(B) $40,000,000 is for mental health courts
and adult and juvenile collaboration pro-
gram grants, as authorized by parts V and
HH of title I of the 1968 Act, and the Men-
tally Ill Offender Treatment and Crime Re-
duction Reauthorization and Improvement
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-416);

(C) $35,000,000 is for grants for Residential
Substance Abuse Treatment for State Pris-
oners, as authorized by part S of title I of the
1968 Act;

(D) $34,000,000 is for a veterans treatment
courts program, and for other services for
veterans in the criminal justice system, of
which $5,000,000 is for a national center for
veterans justice;
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(E) $35,000,000 is for a program to monitor
prescription drugs and scheduled Ilisted
chemical products; and

(F) $185,000,000 is for a comprehensive
opioid, stimulant, and substance use disorder
program;

(15) $2,500,000 for a competitive grant pro-
gram authorized by the Keep Young Athletes
Safe Act;

(16) $82,000,000 for grants to be adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Justice Assistance for
purposes authorized under the STOP School
Violence Act;

(17) $3,000,000 for grants to State and local
law enforcement agencies for the expenses
associated with the investigation and pros-
ecution of criminal offenses involving civil
rights, including as authorized by the Em-
mett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crimes Re-
authorization Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-
325);

(18) $17,000,000 for grants to State, local,
and Tribal law enforcement agencies to con-
duct educational outreach and training on
hate crimes and to investigate and prosecute
hate crimes, including as authorized by sec-
tion 4704 of the Matthew Shepard and James
Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act (Pub-
lic Law 111-84), without regard to section
4704(b)(5);

(19) $9,000,000 for grants to support commu-
nity-based approaches to advancing justice
and reconciliation, facilitating dialogue be-
tween all parties, building local capacity, de-
escalating community tensions, and pre-
venting hate crimes through conflict resolu-
tion and community empowerment and edu-
cation;

(20) $9,000,000 for programs authorized
under the Jabara-Heyer NO HATE Act (34
U.S.C. 30507);

(21) $114,000,000 for initiatives to improve
police-community relations, of  which
$27,000,000 is for a competitive matching
grant program for purchases of body-worn
cameras and related expenses for State,
local, and Tribal law enforcement; $32,000,000
is for a justice reinvestment initiative, for
activities related to criminal justice reform
and recidivism reduction; and $55,000,000 is
for a community violence intervention ini-
tiative; and

(22) $10,000,000 for a grant program as au-
thorized by the Daniel Anderl Judicial Secu-
rity and Privacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-
263):

Provided, That, if a unit of local government
uses any of the funds made available under
this heading to increase the number of law
enforcement officers, the unit of local gov-
ernment will achieve a net gain in the num-
ber of law enforcement officers who perform
non-administrative public sector safety serv-
ice: Provided further, That in the spending
plan submitted pursuant to section 528 of
this Act, the Office of Justice Programs shall
specifically and explicitly identify all
changes in the administration of competitive
grant programs for fiscal year 2026, including
changes to applicant eligibility, priority
areas or weightings, and the application re-
view process.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other assistance authorized by
the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-415) (‘‘the
1974 Act”); title I of the Omnibus Crime Con-
trol and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law
90-351) (‘‘the 1968 Act’’); the Violence Against
Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the
2005 Act’’); the Missing Children’s Assistance
Act (34 U.S.C. 11291 et seq.); the PROTECT
Act (Public Law 108-21); the Victims of Child
Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-647) (‘‘the
1990 Act”’); the Adam Walsh Child Protection
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and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248)
(‘“‘the Adam Walsh Act”); the PROTECT Our
Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-401)
(‘‘the 2008 Act”); the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public
Law 113-4) (‘‘the 2013 Act’’); the Justice for
All Reauthorization Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-324); the Missing Children’s Assistance
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-267); the Juvenile
Justice Reform Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
385); the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (chap-
ter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473) (‘‘the
1984 Act’’); the Comprehensive Addiction and
Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198);
and other juvenile justice programs,
$380,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended as follows—

(1) $65,000,000 for programs authorized by
section 221 of the 1974 Act, and for training
and technical assistance to assist small, non-
profit organizations with the Federal grants
process: Provided, That of the amounts pro-
vided under this paragraph, $500,000 shall be
for a competitive demonstration grant pro-
gram to support emergency planning among
State, local, and Tribal juvenile justice resi-
dential facilities;

(2) $105,000,000 for youth mentoring grants;

(3) $55,000,000 for delinquency prevention,
of which, pursuant to sections 261 and 262 of
the 1974 Act—

(A) $4,000,000 shall be for grants to prevent
trafficking of girls;

(B) $16,000,000 shall be for the Tribal Youth
Program;

(C) $4,500,000 shall be for competitive
grants focusing on girls in the juvenile jus-
tice system;

(D) $10,500,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to youth affected by opioids, stimu-
lants, and substance use disorder;

(E) $9,000,000 shall be for an initiative re-
lating to children exposed to violence; and

(F) $2,000,000 shall be for the Arts in the
Juvenile Justice Demonstration Program;

(4) $43,000,000 for programs authorized by
the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990;

(5) $105,000,000 for missing and exploited
children programs, including as authorized
by sections 404(b) and 405(a) of the 1974 Act
(except that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the 2008
Act shall not apply for purposes of this Act);

(6) $4,500,000 for child abuse training pro-
grams for judicial personnel and practi-
tioners, as authorized by section 222 of the
1990 Act; and

(7) $2,500,000 for a program to improve juve-
nile indigent defense:

Provided, That not more than 10 percent of
each amount may be used for research, eval-
uation, and statistics activities designed to
benefit the programs or activities author-
ized: Provided further, That not more than 2
percent of the amounts designated under
paragraphs (1) through (3) and (6) may be
used for training and technical assistance:
Provided further, That the two preceding pro-
visos shall not apply to grants and projects
administered pursuant to sections 261 and 262
of the 1974 Act and to missing and exploited
children programs.

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For payments and expenses authorized
under section 1001(a)(4) of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968, such sums as are necessary (including
amounts for administrative costs), to remain
available until expended; and $34,800,000 for
payments authorized by section 1201(b) of
such Act and for educational assistance au-
thorized by section 1218 of such Act, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding section 205 of this Act,
upon a determination by the Attorney Gen-
eral that emergent circumstances require
additional funding for such disability and
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education payments, the Attorney General
may transfer such amounts to ‘“Public Safe-
ty Officer Benefits” from available appro-
priations for the Department of Justice as
may be necessary to respond to such cir-
cumstances: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso
shall be treated as a reprogramming under
section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For activities authorized by the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994 (Public Law 103-322); the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (‘‘the
1968 Act’’); the Violence Against Women and
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act
of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (‘‘the 2005 Act”);
the American Law Enforcement Heroes Act
of 2017 (Public Law 115-37); the Law Enforce-
ment Mental Health and Wellness Act (Pub-
lic Law 115-113) (‘‘the LEMHW Act’); the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act (Public Law 115-271); the Supporting and
Treating Officers In Crisis Act of 2019 (Public
Law 116-32) (‘‘the STOIC Act”); and the Law
Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act of
2022 (Public Law 117-325), $500,167,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That any balances made available through
prior year deobligations shall only be avail-
able in accordance with section 505 of this
Act: Provided further, That of the amount
provided under this heading—

(1) $206,000,000 is for grants under section
1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C. 10381)
for the hiring and rehiring of additional ca-
reer law enforcement officers under part Q of
such title notwithstanding subsection (i) of
such section: Provided, That, notwith-
standing section 1704(c) of such title (34
U.S.C. 10384(c)), funding for hiring or rehir-
ing a career law enforcement officer may not
exceed $125,000 unless the Director of the Of-
fice of Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices grants a waiver from this limitation:
Provided further, That of the amounts appro-
priated under this paragraph, $34,000,000 is
for improving Tribal law enforcement, in-
cluding hiring, equipment, training, anti-
methamphetamine activities, and anti-
opioid activities: Provided further, That of
the amounts appropriated under this para-
graph, $44,000,000 is for regional information
sharing activities, as authorized by part M of
title I of the 1968 Act, which shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with ‘“‘Research, Eval-
uation, and Statistics” for administration by
the Office of Justice Programs: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amounts appropriated under
this paragraph, no less than $4,000,000 is to
support the Tribal Access Program: Provided
further, That of the amounts appropriated
under this paragraph, $10,000,000 is for train-
ing, peer mentoring, mental health program
activities, and other support services as au-
thorized under the LEMHW Act and the
STOIC Act: Provided further, That of the
amounts appropriated under this paragraph,
$7,600,000 is for the collaborative reform
model of technical assistance in furtherance
of section 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34
U.S.C. 10381);

(2) $12,000,000 is for activities authorized by
the POLICE Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-199);

(3) $16,000,000 is for competitive grants to
State law enforcement agencies in States
with high seizures of precursor chemicals,
finished methamphetamine, laboratories,
and laboratory dump seizures: Provided, That
funds appropriated under this paragraph
shall be utilized for investigative purposes to
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locate or investigate illicit activities, in-
cluding precursor diversion, laboratories, or
methamphetamine traffickers;

(4) $35,000,000 is for competitive grants to
statewide law enforcement agencies in
States with high rates of primary treatment
admissions for heroin and other opioids: Pro-
vided, That these funds shall be utilized for
investigative purposes to locate or inves-
tigate illicit activities, including activities
related to the distribution of heroin or un-
lawful distribution of prescription opioids, or
unlawful heroin and prescription opioid traf-
fickers through statewide collaboration;

(5) $53,000,000 is for competitive grants to
be administered by the Community Oriented
Policing Services Office for purposes author-
ized under the STOP School Violence Act
(title V of division S of Public Law 115-141);

(6) $25,000,000 is for community policing de-
velopment activities in furtherance of sec-
tion 1701 of title I of the 1968 Act (34 U.S.C.
10381);

(7) $133,167,000 is for a law enforcement
technologies and interoperable communica-
tions program, and related law enforcement
and public safety equipment, which shall be
made available for the COPS Tech projects,
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘Congressionally Directed Spending”’ in
the report accompanying this Act: Provided,
That such amounts may not be transferred
for any other purpose: Provided further, That
grants funded by such amounts shall not be
subject to section 1703 of title I of the 1968
Act (34 U.S.C. 10383); and

(8) $20,000,000 is for activities authorized by
the Law Enforcement De-Escalation Train-
ing Act of 2022 (Public Law 117-325).

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available in this title for official recep-
tion and representation expenses, a total of
not to exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated
to the Department of Justice in this title
shall be available to the Attorney General
for official reception and representation ex-
penses.

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by
this title shall be available to pay for an
abortion, except where the life of the mother
would be endangered if the fetus were carried
to term, or in the case of rape or incest: Pro-
vided, That should this prohibition be de-
clared unconstitutional by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, this section shall be null
and void.

SEC. 203. None of the funds appropriated
under this title shall be used to require any
person to perform, or facilitate in any way
the performance of, any abortion.

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section
shall remove the obligation of the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort
services necessary for a female inmate to re-
ceive such service outside the Federal facil-
ity: Provided, That nothing in this section in
any way diminishes the effect of section 203
intended to address the philosophical beliefs
of individual employees of the Bureau of
Prisons.

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 3 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current
fiscal year for the Department of Justice in
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation, ex-
cept as otherwise specifically provided, shall
be increased by more than 6 percent by any
such transfers: Provided, That any transfer
pursuant to this section shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section: Provided fur-
ther, That this section shall not apply to the
following—
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(1) paragraph 1(P) under the heading
‘“State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance’’; and

(2) paragraph (7) under the heading ‘“‘Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services Pro-
grams’’.

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available
under this title may be used by the Federal
Bureau of Prisons or the United States Mar-
shals Service for the purpose of transporting
an individual who is a prisoner pursuant to
conviction for crime under State or Federal
law and is classified as a maximum or high
security prisoner, other than to a prison or
other facility certified by the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons as appropriately secure for
housing such a prisoner.

SEC. 207. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act may be used by Federal prisons
to purchase cable television services, or to
rent or purchase audiovisual or electronic
media or equipment used primarily for rec-
reational purposes.

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the
rental, maintenance, or purchase of audio-
visual or electronic media or equipment for
inmate training, religious, or educational
programs.

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available
under this title shall be obligated or ex-
pended for any new or enhanced information
technology program having total estimated
development costs in excess of $100,000,000,
unless the Deputy Attorney General and the
investment review board certify to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate that the in-
formation technology program has appro-
priate program management controls and
contractor oversight mechanisms in place,
and that the program is compatible with the
enterprise architecture of the Department of
Justice.

SEC. 209. The notification thresholds and
procedures set forth in section 505 of this Act
shall apply to deviations from the amounts
designated for specific activities in this Act
and in the report accompanying this Act,
and to any use of deobligated balances of
funds provided under this title in previous
years.

SEC. 210. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used to plan for, begin, con-
tinue, finish, process, or approve a public-
private competition under the Office of Man-
agement and Budget Circular A-76 or any
successor administrative regulation, direc-
tive, or policy for work performed by em-
ployees of the Bureau of Prisons or of Fed-
eral Prison Industries, Incorporated.

SEC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds shall be available for
the salary, benefits, or expenses of any
United States Attorney assigned dual or ad-
ditional responsibilities by the Attorney
General or his designee that exempt that
United States Attorney from the residency
requirements of section 545 of title 28, United
States Code.

SEC. 212. At the discretion of the Attorney
General, and in addition to any amounts
that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, with re-
spect to funds appropriated by this title
under the headings ‘‘Research, Evaluation
and Statistics’, ‘“‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Assistance’, and ‘‘Juvenile Jus-
tice Programs’—

(1) up to 2 percent of funds made available
to the Office of Justice Programs for grant
or reimbursement programs may be used by
such Office to provide training and technical
assistance; and

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available
for grant or reimbursement programs under
such headings, except for amounts appro-
priated specifically for research, evaluation,
or statistical programs administered by the
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National Institute of Justice and the Bureau
of Justice Statistics, shall be transferred to
and merged with funds provided to the Na-
tional Institute of Justice and the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, to be used by them for re-
search, evaluation, or statistical purposes,
without regard to the authorizations for
such grant or reimbursement programs.

This section shall not apply to paragraph
1(P) under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law
Enforcement Assistance’.

SEC. 213. Upon request by a grantee for
whom the Attorney General has determined
there is a fiscal hardship, the Attorney Gen-
eral may, with respect to funds appropriated
in this or any other Act making appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2023 through 2026 for the
following programs, waive the following re-
quirements:

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender
State and local reentry demonstration
projects under part FF of title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 (34 U.S.C. 10631 et seq.), the require-
ments under section 2976(g)(1) of such part
(34 U.S.C. 10631(g)(1)).

(2) For grants to protect inmates and safe-
guard communities as authorized by section
6 of the Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003
(34 U.S.C. 30305(c)(3)), the requirements of
section 6(c)(3) of such Act.

SEC. 214. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, section 20109(a) of subtitle A of
title II of the Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 (34 U.S.C. 12109(a))
shall not apply to amounts made available
by this or any other Act.

SEC. 215. None of the funds made available
under this Act, other than for the national
instant criminal background check system
established under section 103 of the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act (34 U.S.C.
40901), may be used by a Federal law enforce-
ment officer to facilitate the transfer of an
operable firearm to an individual if the Fed-
eral law enforcement officer knows or sus-
pects that the individual is an agent of a
drug cartel, unless law enforcement per-
sonnel of the United States continuously
monitor or control the firearm at all times.

SEC. 216. (a) None of the income retained in
the Department of Justice Working Capital
Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102-
140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be
available for obligation during fiscal year
2026, except up to $12,000,000 may be obli-
gated for implementation of a unified De-
partment of Justice financial management
system.

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobli-
gated balances transferred to the capital ac-
count of the Department of Justice Working
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public
Law 102-140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note)
shall be available for obligation in fiscal
year 2026, and any use, obligation, transfer,
or allocation of such funds shall be treated
as a reprogramming of funds under section
505 of this Act.

(c) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess
unobligated balances available under section
524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code,
shall be available for obligation during fiscal
year 2026, and any use, obligation, transfer or
allocation of such funds shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act.

SEC. 217. Discretionary funds that are made
available in this Act for the Office of Justice
Programs may be used to participate in Per-
formance Partnership Pilots authorized
under such authorities as have been enacted
for Performance Partnership Pilots in appro-
priations acts in prior fiscal years and the
current fiscal year.

SEC. 218. The Attorney General shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
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quarterly reports on the Crime Victims
Fund, the Working Capital Fund, the Three
Percent Fund, and the Asset Forfeiture
Fund. Such quarterly reports shall contain
at least the same level of information and
detail for each Fund as was provided to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate in fiscal
year 2024.

SEC. 219. None of the funds made available
under this Act may be used to conduct, con-
tract for, or otherwise support, live tissue
training, unless the Attorney General issues
a written, non-delegable determination that
such training is medically necessary and
cannot be replicated by alternatives.

SEC. 220. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Department
of Justice to target or investigate parents
who peacefully protest at school board meet-
ings and are not suspected of engaging in un-
lawful activity.

SEC. 221. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to investigate or
prosecute religious institutions on the basis
of their religious beliefs.

SEC. 222. None of the funds made available
by this Act shall be available for the applica-
tion of Justice Manual 1-8.200 and 1-8.210, or
for the application of any associated or sub-
stantially similar memoranda, policy docu-
ments, or informal guidance, to communica-
tions to and from the Chair, Vice Chair, or
staff of the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, or the Chair, Ranking Member,
or staff of the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives, relating to
Departmental resources, the application of
enacted appropriations acts, or the applica-
tion of Federal laws related to appropria-
tions.

SEC. 223. The notices of funding opportuni-
ties for the grants, contracts, cooperative
agreements, and other assistance provided
for under the heading “State and Local Law
Enforcement Activities”” shall be publicly
posted no later than 90 days after the date of
enactment of this Act: Provided, That the
Department of Justice shall make the
awards for the grants, contracts, cooperative
agreements, and other assistance provided
for under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law
Enforcement Activities” by September 30,
2026: Provided further, That the requirements
of this section may be waived only by sub-
mission of a letter, signed by the head of the
respective grantmaking office, to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate explaining in
detail the justification for the waiver.

SEC. 224. The Attorney General shall re-
tain, preserve, and compile any records or
evidence related to any investigation, pros-
ecution, services provided to victims, or in-
carceration of Jeffrey Epstein: Provided,
That not later than 60 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Attorney General
shall submit to the Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies of the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate a report that includes informa-
tion on the history of the Jeffrey Epstein
case (including the 2008 non-prosecution
agreement), victims and testimony (includ-
ing notifications under section 3771 of title
18, United States Code (commonly known as
the ‘“‘Crime Victims’ Rights Act’)), inves-
tigation of co-conspirators, internal reviews
and misconduct findings by the Department
of Justice, the current status of investiga-
tions into the financial and trafficking net-
works of Jeffrey Epstein, an intelligence as-
sessment of Jeffrey Epstein’s financial ties,
clients, and connections (if any) to the
United States Government or foreign govern-
ments, and oversight failures at the Metro-
politan Correctional Center in New York,
New York: Provided further, That, as nec-
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essary to protect privacy, the Attorney Gen-
eral may redact the names and personally
identifiable information of victims from the
report submitted to Congress.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Justice Appropriations Act, 2026°".

TITLE IIT
SCIENCE
OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PoLICcY

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy, in carrying
out the purposes of the National Science and
Technology Policy, Organization, and Prior-
ities Act of 1976 (42 U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire
of passenger motor vehicles, and services as
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, not to exceed $2,250 for official
reception and representation expenses, and
rental of conference rooms in the District of
Columbia, $7,965,000.

NATIONAL SPACE COUNCIL

For necessary expenses of the National
Space Council, in carrying out the purposes
of title V of Public Law 100-685 and Execu-
tive Order No. 14056, hire of passenger motor
vehicles, and services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, not
to exceed $2,250 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $1,965,000: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the National Space Council may accept
personnel support from Federal agencies, de-
partments, and offices, and such Federal
agencies, departments, and offices may de-
tail staff without reimbursement to the Na-
tional Space Council for purposes provided
herein.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE
ADMINISTRATION

SCIENCE

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
science research and development activities,
including research, development, operations,
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$7,300,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the report accompanying this Act
shall be for the purposes and in not less than
the amount for each such purpose specified
in such table.

AERONAUTICS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
nautics research and development activities,
including research, development, operations,
support, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$950,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
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space technology research and development
activities, including research, development,
operations, support, and services; mainte-
nance and repair, facility planning and de-
sign; space flight, spacecraft control, and
communications activities; program man-
agement; personnel and related costs, includ-
ing uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5,
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles;
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance,
and operation of mission and administrative
aircraft, $975,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That
$110,000,000 shall be for the development, pro-
duction, and demonstration of nuclear pro-
pulsion systems.
EXPLORATION

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of ex-
ploration research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, oper-
ations, support, and services; maintenance
and repair, facility planning and design;
space flight, spacecraft control, and commu-
nications activities; program management;
personnel and related costs, including uni-
forms or allowances therefor, as authorized
by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and pur-
chase, lease, charter, maintenance, and oper-
ation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$7,783,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the report accompanying this Act
shall be for the purposes and in not less than
the amount for each such purpose specified
in such table.

SPACE OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
space operations research and development
activities, including research, development,
operations, support and services; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communica-
tions activities, including operations, pro-
duction, and services; maintenance and re-
pair, facility planning and design; program
management; personnel and related costs, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor, as
authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5,
United States Code; travel expenses; pur-
chase and hire of passenger motor vehicles;
and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance,
and operation of mission and administrative
aircraft, $4,314,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That of
the amount made available under this head-
ing, the total amount specified in the table
under this heading in the report accom-
panying this Act shall be for the purposes
and in not less than the amount for each
such purpose specified in such table.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND

MATHEMATICS ENGAGEMENT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of aero-
space and aeronautical education research
and development activities, including re-
search, development, operations, support,
and services; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sec-
tions 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of
passenger motor vehicles; and purchase,
lease, charter, maintenance, and operation of
mission and administrative aircraft,
$148,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

heading in the report accompanying this Act
shall be for the purposes and in not less than
the amount for each such purpose specified
in such table.
SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, in the conduct and support of
science, aeronautics, space technology, ex-
ploration, space operations and education re-
search and development activities, including
research, development, operations, support,
and services; maintenance and repair, facil-
ity planning and design; space flight, space-
craft control, and communications activi-
ties; program management; personnel and re-
lated costs, including uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and
5902 of title 5, United States Code; travel ex-
penses; purchase and hire of passenger motor
vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses; and
purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and
operation of mission and administrative air-
craft, $3,107,079,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2027: Provided, That if avail-
able balances in the ‘‘Science, Space, and
Technology Education Trust Fund’ are not
sufficient to provide for the grant disburse-
ments required under the third and fourth
provisos under such heading in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development-
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,
1989 (Public Law 100-404) as amended by the
Departments of Veterans Affairs and Hous-
ing and Urban Development, and Inde-
pendent Agencies Appropriations Act, 1995
(Public Law 103-327), up to $1,000,000 shall be
available from amounts made available
under this heading to make such grant dis-
bursements: Provided further, That of the
amounts appropriated under this heading,
$24,679,000 shall be made available for the
SSMS projects, and in the amounts, specified
in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending” in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided further, That the amounts
made available for the projects referenced in
the preceding proviso may not be transferred
for any other purpose.
CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION
For necessary expenses for construction of
facilities including repair, rehabilitation, re-
vitalization, and modification of facilities,
construction of new facilities and additions
to existing facilities, facility planning and
design, and restoration, and acquisition or
condemnation of real property, as authorized
by law, and environmental compliance and
restoration, $275,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2031: Provided, That pro-
ceeds from leases deposited into this account
shall be available for a period of 5 years to
the extent and in amounts as provided in an-
nual appropriations Acts: Provided further,
That such proceeds referred to in the pre-
ceding proviso shall be available for obliga-
tion for fiscal year 2026 in an amount not to
exceed $33,000,000: Provided further, That each
annual budget request shall include an an-
nual estimate of gross receipts and collec-
tions and proposed use of all funds collected
pursuant to section 20145 of title 51, United
States Code.
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $47,600,000, of which
$1,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)
Funds for any announced prize otherwise
authorized shall remain available, without
fiscal year limitation, until a prize is
claimed or the offer is withdrawn.
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Not to exceed 6 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal
year for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration in this Act may be trans-
ferred between such appropriations, but no
such appropriation, except as otherwise spe-
cifically provided, shall be increased by more
than 12 percent by any such transfers. Any
funds transferred to ‘‘Construction and Envi-
ronmental Compliance and Restoration’ for
construction activities shall not increase
that account by more than 20 percent. Bal-
ances so transferred shall be merged with
and available for the same purposes and the
same time period as the appropriations to
which transferred. Any transfer pursuant to
this provision shall be treated as a re-
programming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section.

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropria-
tion provided for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration under previous ap-
propriations Acts that remains available for
obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2026
may be transferred between such appropria-
tions, but no such appropriation, except as
otherwise specifically provided, shall be in-
creased by more than 10 percent by any such
transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this pro-
vision shall retain its original availability
and shall be treated as a reprogramming of
funds under section 505 of this Act and shall
not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

The spending plan required by this Act
shall be provided by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration at the
theme, program, project, and activity level.
The spending plan, as well as any subsequent
change of an amount established in that
spending plan that meets the notification re-
quirements of section 505 of this Act, shall be
treated as a reprogramming under section
505 of this Act and shall not be available for
obligation or expenditure except in compli-
ance with the procedures set forth in that
section.

Not more than 20 percent or $50,000,000,
whichever is less, of the amounts made avail-
able in the current-year Construction and
Environmental Compliance and Restoration
(CECR) appropriation may be applied to
CECR projects funded under previous years’
CECR appropriations. Use of current-year
funds under this provision shall be treated as
a reprogramming of funds under section 505
of this Act and shall not be available for ob-
ligation except in compliance with the pro-
cedures set forth in that section.

Of the amounts made available in this Act
under the heading ‘‘Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathematics Engagement”
(““STEM Engagement’’), up to $5,000,000 shall
be available to jointly fund, with an addi-
tional amount of up to $1,000,000 each from
amounts made available in this Act under
the headings ‘‘Science’, ‘‘Aeronautics”’’,
“Space Technology”’, ‘‘Exploration’, and
‘““Space Operations’, projects and activities
for engaging students in STEM and increas-
ing STEM research capacities of univer-
sities, including Minority Serving Institu-
tions.

Not to exceed $38,500,000 made available for
the current fiscal year in this Act within
“Safety, Security and Mission Services”
may be transferred to the Working Capital
Fund of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Balances so transferred
shall be available until expended only for ac-
tivities described in section 30102(b)(3) of
title 51, United States Code, as amended by
this Act, and shall remain available until ex-
pended. Any transfer pursuant to this provi-
sion shall be treated as a reprogramming of
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funds under section 505 of this Act and shall
not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in
that section.

There is hereby established in the Treas-
ury of the United States a fund to be known
as the ‘‘National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration Nonrecurring Expenses Fund”
(the Fund). Unobligated balances of expired
discretionary funds appropriated for this or
any succeeding fiscal year from the General
Fund of the Treasury to the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration (NASA)
by this or any other Act may be transferred
(not later than the end of the fifth fiscal
year after the last fiscal year for which such
funds are available for the purposes for
which appropriated) into the Fund. Amounts
deposited in the Fund shall be available until
expended, and in addition to such other
funds as may be available for such purposes,
for facilities infrastructure improvements,
including nonrecurring maintenance, nec-
essary for the operation of NASA, subject to
approval by the Office of Management and
Budget. Amounts in the Fund may not be
available for the purpose described in sub-
section (b)(3) of section 30102 of title 51,
United States Code. Amounts in the Fund
may be obligated only after the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate are notified at least 30
days in advance of the planned use of funds.

For the closeout of all Space Shuttle con-
tracts and associated programs, amounts
that have expired but have not been can-
celled in the Exploration, Space Operations,
Human Space Flight, Space Flight Capabili-
ties, and Exploration Capabilities appropria-
tions accounts shall remain available
through fiscal year 2030 for the liquidation of
valid obligations incurred during the period
of fiscal year 2001 through fiscal year 2013:
Provided, That this section shall become ef-
fective immediately upon enactment of this
Act.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

For necessary expenses in carrying out the
National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law 86-209 (42
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code;
maintenance and operation of aircraft and
purchase of flight services for research sup-
port; acquisition of aircraft; and authorized
travel; $7,176,500,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That of
the amounts appropriated under this head-
ing, not to exceed $700,000,000 shall remain
available until expended for polar research
and operations support, and for reimburse-
ment to other Federal agencies for oper-
ational and science support and logistical
and other related activities for the United
States Antarctic program: Provided further,
That of the amounts in the preceding pro-
viso, not less than $109,310,000 shall be for
U.S. Antarctic Logistical Support: Provided
further, That receipts for scientific support
services and materials furnished by the Na-
tional Research Centers and other National
Science Foundation supported research fa-
cilities may be credited to this appropria-
tion.

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES

CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses for the acquisition,
construction, commissioning, and upgrading
of major research equipment, facilities, and
other such capital assets pursuant to the Na-
tional Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42
U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including authorized
travel, $350,000,000, to remain available until
expended.

STEM EDUCATION

For necessary expenses in carrying out

science, mathematics, and engineering edu-
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cation and human resources programs and
activities pursuant to the National Science
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et
seq.), including services as authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code, au-
thorized travel, and rental of conference
rooms in the District of Columbia,
$1,000,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, the total
amount specified in the table under this
heading in the report accompanying this Act
shall be for the purposes and in not less than
the amount for each such purpose specified
in such table.

AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT

For agency operations and award manage-
ment necessary in carrying out the National
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C.
1861 et seq.); services authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code; hire of
passenger motor vehicles; uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901
and 5902 of title 5, United States Code; rental
of conference rooms in the District of Co-
lumbia; and reimbursement of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for security
guard services; $444,000,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $12,000 is for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided fur-
ther, That contracts may be entered into
under this heading in fiscal year 2026 for
maintenance and operation of facilities and
for other services to be provided during the
next fiscal year.

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD

For necessary expenses (including payment
of salaries, authorized travel, hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, the rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia,
and the employment of experts and consult-
ants under section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code) involved in carrying out section
4 of the National Science Foundation Act of
1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 86-209 (42
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $5,090,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $2,500 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General as authorized by the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978, $24,410,000, of which
$1,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Not to exceed 3 percent of any appropria-
tion made available for the current fiscal
year for the National Science Foundation in
this Act may be transferred between such ap-
propriations, but no such appropriation shall
be increased by more than 6 percent by any
such transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this
paragraph shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming of funds under section 505 of this Act
and shall not be available for obligation ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set
forth in that section.

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) shall notify the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate at least 30 days in ad-
vance of any planned divestment through
transfer, decommissioning, termination, or
deconstruction of any NSF-owned facilities
or any NSF capital assets (including land,
structures, and equipment) valued greater
than $2,500,000.

This title may be cited as the ‘“‘Science Ap-
propriations Act, 2026".

TITLE IV
RELATED AGENCIES
COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Commission
on Civil Rights, including hire of passenger
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motor vehicles, $14,350,000: Provided, That
none of the funds appropriated in this para-
graph may be used to employ any individuals
under Schedule C of subpart C of part 213 of
title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations ex-
clusive of one special assistant for each Com-
missioner: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated in this paragraph shall be
used to reimburse Commissioners for more
than 75 billable days, with the exception of
the chairperson, who is permitted 125 billable
days: Provided further, That the Chair may
accept and use any gift or donation to carry
out the work of the Commission: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
in this paragraph shall be used for any activ-
ity or expense that is not explicitly author-
ized by section 3 of the Civil Rights Commis-
sion Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 1975a): Provided
further, That notwithstanding the preceding
proviso, $2,000,000 shall be used to separately
fund the Commission on the Social Status of
Black Men and Boys.
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission as au-
thorized by title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act of 1967, the Equal Pay Act of 1963,
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
the Civil Rights Act of 1991, the Genetic In-
formation Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) of
2008 (Public Law 110-233), the ADA Amend-
ments Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-325), the
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 (Public
Law 111-2), and the Pregnant Workers Fair-
ness Act (Public Law 117-328), including serv-
ices as authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code; hire of passenger motor
vehicles as authorized by section 1343(b) of
title 31, United States Code; nonmonetary
awards to private citizens; and up to
$32,500,000 for payments to State and local
enforcement agencies for authorized services
to the Commission, $455,000,000, of which
$2,788,000 shall be for the Office of the Inspec-
tor General: Provided, That the Commission
is authorized to make available for official
reception and representation expenses not to
exceed $2,250 from available funds: Provided
further, That the Commission may take no
action to implement any workforce repo-
sitioning, restructuring, or reorganization
until such time as the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate have been notified of such
proposals, in accordance with the reprogram-
ming requirements of section 505 of this Act:
Provided further, That the Chair may accept
and use any gift or donation to carry out the
work of the Commission.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Inter-
national Trade Commission, including hire
of passenger motor vehicles and services as
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code, and not to exceed $2,250 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses,
$122,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, of which not less than $2,096,176 shall
be for the Office of Inspector General in car-
rying out the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5
U.S.C. 401 et seq.).

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION
PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

For payment to the Legal Services Cor-
poration to carry out the purposes of the
Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974,
$566,000,000, of which $522,100,000 is for basic
field programs and required independent au-
dits; $5,700,000 is for the Office of Inspector
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General, of which such amounts as may be
necessary may be used to conduct additional
audits of recipients; $26,200,000 is for manage-
ment and grants oversight; $5,000,000 is for
client self-help and information technology;
$5,000,000 is for a Pro Bono Innovation Fund;
and $2,000,000 is for loan repayment assist-
ance: Provided, That the budget execution for
the payment to the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall be carried out in this fiscal year in
the same manner as such budget execution
was carried out in fiscal year 2024 and such
payment shall be made in full as an annual
installment paid to the Corporation at the
beginning of the fiscal year in such amounts
as specified under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That the Legal Services Corporation
may continue to provide locality pay to offi-
cers and employees at a rate no greater than
that provided by the Federal Government to
Washington, DC-based employees as author-
ized by section 5304 of title 5, United States
Code, notwithstanding section 1005(d) of the
Legal Services Corporation Act (42 U.S.C.
2996d(d)): Provided further, That the authori-
ties provided in section 205 of this Act shall
be applicable to the Legal Services Corpora-
tion: Provided further, That, for the purposes
of section 505 of this Act, the Legal Services
Corporation shall be considered an agency of
the United States Government.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—LEGAL SERVICES

CORPORATION

None of the funds appropriated in this Act
to the Legal Services Corporation shall be
expended for any purpose prohibited or lim-
ited by, or contrary to any of the provisions
of, sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, and 506 of
Public Law 105-119, and all funds appro-
priated in this Act to the Legal Services Cor-
poration shall be subject to the same terms
and conditions set forth in such sections, ex-
cept that all references in sections 502 and
503 to 1997 and 1998 shall be deemed to refer
instead to 2025 and 2026, respectively.

Section 501 of the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1998
(Public Law 105-119) is amended by adding
the following new subsection at the end:

‘(d) MODIFIED GOVERNING BODY REQUIRE-
MENT.—For purposes of this Act, section
1007(c) of the Legal Services Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 2996f(c)) shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘33 percent’ for ‘60 percent’.”.

Section 502(2) of the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104-134) is amended by striking
subparagraph (B) in its entirety and replac-
ing it with the following:

‘(B) is governed by a board of directors or
other governing body, 33 percent of which is
comprised of attorneys who are members of
the bar of a State, as defined in section
1002(8) of the Legal Services Corporation Act
(42 U.S.C. 2996a(8)), in which the legal assist-
ance is to be provided;”’.

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Marine
Mammal Commission as authorized by title
IT of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $4,500,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027.

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
United States Trade Representative, includ-
ing the hire of passenger motor vehicles and
the employment of experts and consultants
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code, $65,000,000, of which
$1,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That of the total amount
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made available under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $124,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses.
TRADE ENFORCEMENT TRUST FUND
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For activities of the United States Trade
Representative authorized by section 611 of
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4405), including
transfers, $15,000,000, to be derived from the
Trade Enforcement Trust Fund: Provided,
That any transfer pursuant to subsection
(d)(1) of such section shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act.

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the State Jus-
tice Institute, as authorized by the State
Justice Institute Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10701
et seq.) $7,640,000, of which $500,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $2,250 shall be
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses: Provided further, That, for
the purposes of section 505 of this Act, the
State Justice Institute shall be considered
an agency of the United States Government.

TITLE V
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS AND RESCISSIONS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 501. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall be used for publicity
or propaganda purposes not authorized by
the Congress.

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 503. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, pursuant
to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
shall be limited to those contracts where
such expenditures are a matter of public
record and available for public inspection,
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order
issued pursuant to existing law.

SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the
application of such provision to any person
or circumstances shall be held invalid, the
remainder of the Act and the application of
each provision to persons or circumstances
other than those as to which it is held in-
valid shall not be affected thereby.

SEC. 505. (a) None of the funds provided
under this Act, or provided under previous
appropriations Acts to the agencies funded
by this Act that remain available for obliga-
tion or expenditure in fiscal year 2026, or
provided from any accounts in the Treasury
of the United States derived by the collec-
tion of fees available to the agencies funded
by this Act, shall be available for obligation
or expenditure through a reprogramming of
funds that: (1) creates or initiates a new pro-
gram, project, or activity; (2) eliminates a
program, project, or activity; (3) increases
funds or personnel by any means for any
project or activity for which funds have been
denied or restricted; (4) relocates an office or
employees; (b) reorganizes or renames of-
fices, programs, or activities; (6) contracts
out or privatizes any functions or activities
presently performed by Federal employees;
(7) augments existing programs, projects, or
activities in excess of $500,000 or 5 percent,
whichever is less, or reduces by 5 percent
funding for any program, project, or activ-
ity, or numbers of personnel by 5 percent; (8)
results from any general savings, including
savings from a reduction in personnel, which
would result in a change in existing pro-
grams, projects, or activities as approved by
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Congress; or (9) terminates a Federal award
or contract for no longer effectuating the
program goals or agency priorities; unless
the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations are notified 30 days in advance of
such reprogramming of funds.

(b) Any reprogramming notification sub-
mitted pursuant to this section shall include
any out-year budgetary impacts and a sepa-
rate accounting of program or mission im-
pacts on estimated carryover funds.

(c) Any department or agency funded by
this Act that plans a reduction-in-force shall
notify the Committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate in writing no
later than 30 days in advance of the date of
any such planned personnel action.

(d) No department or agency shall submit
a reprogramming notification after July 1,
2026, except in extraordinary circumstances
that imminently threaten the safety of
human life or the protection of property:
Provided, That any such notification shall in-
clude a description of the extraordinary cir-
cumstances.

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally deter-
mined by a court or Federal agency that any
person intentionally affixed a label bearing a
“Made in America’ inscription, or any in-
scription with the same meaning, to any
product sold in or shipped to the United
States that is not made in the United States,
the person shall be ineligible to receive any
contract or subcontract made with funds
made available in this Act, pursuant to the
debarment, suspension, and ineligibility pro-
cedures described in sections 9.400 through
9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with re-
spect to authorized purchases of promotional
items, funds made available by this Act shall
be used to purchase items that are manufac-
tured, produced, or assembled in the United
States, its territories or possessions.

(2) The term ‘‘promotional items’ has the
meaning given the term in OMB Circular A-
87, Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3).

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce
and Justice, the National Science Founda-
tion, and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration shall provide to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a quar-
terly report on the status of balances of ap-
propriations at the account level. For unob-
ligated, uncommitted balances and unobli-
gated, committed balances the quarterly re-
ports shall separately identify the amounts
attributable to each source year of appro-
priation from which the balances were de-
rived. For balances that are obligated, but
unexpended, the quarterly reports shall sepa-
rately identify amounts by the year of obli-
gation.

(b) The report described in subsection (a)
shall be submitted within 30 days of the end
of each quarter.

(c) If a department or agency is unable to
fulfill any aspect of a reporting requirement
described in subsection (a) due to a limita-
tion of a current accounting system, the de-
partment or agency shall fulfill such aspect
to the maximum extent practicable under
such accounting system and shall identify
and describe in each quarterly report the ex-
tent to which such aspect is not fulfilled.

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a depart-
ment or agency funded under this Act result-
ing from, or to prevent, personnel actions
taken in response to funding reductions in-
cluded in this Act shall be absorbed within
the total budgetary resources available to
such department or agency: Provided, That
the authority to transfer funds between ap-
propriations accounts as may be necessary
to carry out this section is provided in addi-
tion to authorities included elsewhere in this
Act: Provided further, That use of funds to
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carry out this section shall be treated as a
reprogramming of funds under section 505 of
this Act and shall not be available for obliga-
tion or expenditure except in compliance
with the procedures set forth in that section:
Provided further, That for the Department of
Commerce, this section shall also apply to
actions taken for the care and protection of
loan collateral or grant property.

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this
Act shall be available to promote the sale or
export of tobacco or tobacco products, or to
seek the reduction or removal by any foreign
country of restrictions on the marketing of
tobacco or tobacco products, except for re-
strictions which are not applied equally to
all tobacco or tobacco products of the same
type.

SEC. 510. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, amounts deposited or available
in the Fund established by section 1402 of
chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473
(34 U.S.C. 20101) in any fiscal year in excess
of $1,900,000,000 shall not be available for ob-
ligation until the following fiscal year: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 1402(d)
of such Act, of the amounts available from
the Fund for obligation: (1) $10,000,000 shall
be transferred to the Department of Justice
Office of Inspector General and remain avail-
able until expended for oversight and audit-
ing purposes associated with this section;
and (2) 5 percent shall be available to the Of-
fice for Victims of Crime for grants, con-
sistent with the requirements of the Victims
of Crime Act, to Indian Tribes to improve
services for victims of crime.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Justice in this Act
may be used to discriminate against or deni-
grate the religious or moral beliefs of stu-
dents who participate in programs for which
financial assistance is provided from those
funds, or of the parents or legal guardians of
such students.

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government, except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act.

SEC. 513. (a) The Inspectors General of the
Department of Commerce, the Department
of Justice, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the National Science
Foundation, and the Legal Services Corpora-
tion shall conduct audits, pursuant to the In-
spector General Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants
or contracts for which funds are appro-
priated by this Act, and shall submit reports
to Congress on the progress of such audits,
which may include preliminary findings and
a description of areas of particular interest,
within 180 days after initiating such an audit
and every 180 days thereafter until any such
audit is completed.

(b) Within 60 days after the date on which
an audit described in subsection (a) by an In-
spector General is completed, the Secretary,
Attorney General, Administrator, Director,
or President, as appropriate, shall make the
results of the audit available to the public on
the Internet website maintained by the De-
partment, Administration, Foundation, or
Corporation, respectively. The results shall
be made available in redacted form to ex-
clude—

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of
title 5, United States Code; and

(2) sensitive personal information for any
individual, the public access to which could
be used to commit identity theft or for other
inappropriate or unlawful purposes.

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract
funded by amounts appropriated by this Act
shall submit a statement to the Secretary of
Commerce, the Attorney General, the Ad-
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ministrator, Director, or President, as appro-
priate, certifying that no funds derived from
the grant or contract will be made available
through a subcontract or in any other man-
ner to another person who has a financial in-
terest in the person awarded the grant or
contract.

(d) The provisions of the preceding sub-
sections of this section shall take effect 30
days after the date on which the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget, in
consultation with the Director of the Office
of Government Ethics, determines that a
uniform set of rules and requirements, sub-
stantially similar to the requirements in
such subsections, consistently apply under
the executive branch ethics program to all
Federal departments, agencies, and entities.

SEC. 514. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available under this Act
may be used by the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, or the National
Science Foundation to acquire a high-impact
or moderate-impact information system, as
defined for security categorization in the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology’s (NIST) Federal Information Proc-
essing Standard Publication 199, ‘“Standards
for Security Categorization of Federal Infor-
mation and Information Systems’ unless the
agency has—

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the
information systems against criteria devel-
oped by NIST and the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation (FBI) to inform acquisition deci-
sions for high-impact and moderate-impact
information systems within the Federal Gov-
ernment;

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the
presumptive awardee against available and
relevant threat information provided by the
FBI and other appropriate agencies; and

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other
appropriate Federal entity, conducted an as-
sessment of any risk of cyber-espionage or
sabotage associated with the acquisition of
such system, including any risk associated
with such system being produced, manufac-
tured, or assembled by one or more entities
identified by the United States Government
as posing a cyber threat, including but not
limited to, those that may be owned, di-
rected, or subsidized by the People’s Repub-
lic of China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or
the Russian Federation.

(b) None of the funds appropriated or oth-
erwise made available under this Act may be
used to acquire a high-impact or moderate-
impact information system reviewed and as-
sessed under subsection (a) unless the head
of the assessing entity described in sub-
section (a) has—

(1) developed, in consultation with NIST,
the FBI, and supply chain risk management
experts, a mitigation strategy for any identi-
fied risks;

(2) determined, in consultation with NIST
and the FBI, that the acquisition of such sys-
tem is in the national interest of the United
States; and

(3) reported that determination to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate and the
agency Inspector General.

SEC. 515. None of the funds made available
in this Act shall be used in any way whatso-
ever to support or justify the use of torture
by any official or contract employee of the
United States Government.

SEC. 516. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to include in any
new bilateral or multilateral trade agree-
ment the text of—

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United
States—Singapore Free Trade Agreement;

(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United
States—Australia Free Trade Agreement; or
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(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United
States—Morocco Free Trade Agreement.

SEC. 517. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to authorize or issue
a national security letter in contravention of
any of the following laws authorizing the
Federal Bureau of Investigation to issue na-
tional security letters: The Right to Finan-
cial Privacy Act of 1978; The Electronic Com-
munications Privacy Act of 1986; The Fair
Credit Reporting Act; The National Security
Act of 1947, USA PATRIOT Act; USA FREE-
DOM Act of 2015; and the laws amended by
these Acts.

SEC. 518. If at any time during any quarter,
the program manager of a project within the
jurisdiction of the Departments of Com-
merce or Justice, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, or the National
Science Foundation totaling more than
$75,000,000 has reasonable cause to believe
that the total program cost has increased by
10 percent or more, the program manager
shall immediately inform the respective Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director. The Sec-
retary, Administrator, or Director shall no-
tify the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations within 30 days in writing of
such increase, and shall include in such no-
tice: the date on which such determination
was made; a statement of the reasons for
such increases; the action taken and pro-
posed to be taken to control future cost
growth of the project; changes made in the
performance or schedule milestones and the
degree to which such changes have contrib-
uted to the increase in total program costs
or procurement costs; new estimates of the
total project or procurement costs; and a
statement validating that the project’s man-
agement structure is adequate to control
total project or procurement costs.

SEC. 519. Funds appropriated by this Act,
or made available by the transfer of funds in
this Act, for intelligence or intelligence re-
lated activities are deemed to be specifically
authorized by the Congress for purposes of
section 504 of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094) during fiscal year 2026
until the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for fiscal year 2026.

SEC. 520. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to enter into a contract in an amount
greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in
excess of such amount unless the prospective
contractor or grantee certifies in writing to
the agency awarding the contract or grant
that, to the best of its knowledge and belief,
the contractor or grantee has filed all Fed-
eral tax returns required during the three
years preceding the certification, has not
been convicted of a criminal offense under
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has
not, more than 90 days prior to certification,
been notified of any unpaid Federal tax as-
sessment for which the liability remains
unsatisfied, unless the assessment is the sub-
ject of an installment agreement or offer in
compromise that has been approved by the
Internal Revenue Service and is not in de-
fault, or the assessment is the subject of a
non-frivolous administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding.

(RESCISSIONS)

SEC. 521. (a) Of the unobligated balances
available to the Department of Commerce,
the following funds are hereby permanently
rescinded, not later than September 30, 2026,
from the following accounts in the specified
amounts—

(1) ‘“Economic Development Administra-
tion—Economic Development Assistance
Programs’’, $30,000,000, only from prior year
appropriations; and

(2) ‘“‘Census Working Capital
$15,000,000.

Fund”,
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(b) Of the unobligated balances from prior
year appropriations available to the Depart-
ment of Justice, the following funds are
hereby permanently rescinded, not later
than September 30, 2026, from the following
accounts in the specified amounts—

(1) ‘“‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office on Violence Against
Women—Violence Against Women Preven-
tion and Prosecution Programs’, $15,000,000;

(2) ““State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Office of  Justice Programs’’,
$125,000,000; and

(3) ‘‘State and Local Law Enforcement Ac-
tivities—Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices”’, $20,000,000.

(c) Of the unobligated balances available to
the Department of Justice, the following
funds are hereby permanently rescinded, not
later than September 30, 2026, from the fol-
lowing account in the specified amounts:
“Working Capital Fund’’, $100,000,000.

(d) The Departments of Commerce and Jus-
tice shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a report no later than Sep-
tember 1, 2026, specifying the amount of each
rescission made pursuant to subsections (a),
(b), and (c).

(e) The amounts rescinded in subsections
(a), (b), and (c) shall not be from amounts
that were designated by the Congress as an
emergency or disaster relief requirement
pursuant to the concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

(f) The amounts rescinded pursuant to sub-
sections (b) and (c¢) shall not be from—

(1) amounts provided under subparagraph
(Q) of paragraph (1) under the heading ‘‘State
and Local Law Enforcement Activities—Of-
fice of Justice Programs—State and Local
Law Enforcement Assistance’ in title II of
division B of Public Law 117-103 or Public
Law 117-328, or amounts provided under sub-
paragraph (R) of paragraph (1) under the
heading ‘“State and Local Law Enforcement
Activities—Office of Justice Programs—
State and Local Law Enforcement Assist-
ance”’ in title II of division C of Public Law
118-42; or

(2) amounts provided under paragraph (7)
under the heading ‘‘State and Local Law En-
forcement Activities—Community Oriented
Policing Services—Community Oriented Po-
licing Services Programs’’ in title II of divi-
sion B of Public Law 117-103 or Public Law
117-328, or amounts provided under para-
graph (7) under the heading ‘‘State and Local
Law Enforcement Activities—Community
Oriented Policing Services—Community Ori-
ented Policing Services Programs’ in title IT
of division C of Public Law 118-42.

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to purchase first
class or premium airline travel in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 523. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to send or otherwise
pay for the attendance of more than 50 em-
ployees from a Federal department or agen-
cy, who are stationed in the United States,
at any single conference occurring outside
the United States unless—

(1) such conference is a law enforcement
training or operational conference for law
enforcement personnel and the majority of
Federal employees in attendance are law en-
forcement personnel stationed outside the
United States; or

(2) such conference is a scientific con-
ference and the department or agency head
determines that such attendance is in the
national interest and notifies the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate within at least
15 days of that determination and the basis
for that determination.
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SEC. 524. The Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget shall instruct any de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States receiving funds appropriated
under this Act to track undisbursed balances
in expired grant accounts and include in its
annual performance plan and performance
and accountability reports the following:

(1) Details on future action the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality will take
to resolve undisbursed balances in expired
grant accounts.

(2) The method that the department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality uses to track
undisbursed balances in expired grant ac-
counts.

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances
in expired grant accounts that may be re-
turned to the Treasury of the United States.

(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details
on the total number of expired grant ac-
counts with undisbursed balances (on the
first day of each fiscal year) for the depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality and the
total finances that have not been obligated
to a specific project remaining in the ac-
counts.

SEC. 525. To the extent practicable, funds
made available in this Act should be used to
purchase light bulbs that are ‘“‘Energy Star’’
qualified or have the ‘‘Federal Energy Man-
agement Program’ designation.

SEC. 526. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA), the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy (OSTP), or the National Space
Council (NSC) to develop, design, plan, pro-
mulgate, implement, or execute a bilateral
policy, program, order, or contract of any
kind to participate, collaborate, or coordi-
nate bilaterally in any way with China or
any Chinese-owned company unless such ac-
tivities are specifically authorized by a law
enacted after the date of enactment of this
Act.

(b) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to effectuate the
hosting of official Chinese visitors at facili-
ties belonging to or utilized by NASA.

(¢) The limitations described in sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall not apply to activi-
ties which NASA, OSTP, or NSC, after con-
sultation with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, have certified—

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer
of technology, data, or other information
with national security or economic security
implications to China or a Chinese-owned
company; and

(2) will not involve knowing interactions
with officials who have been determined by
the United States to have direct involvement
with violations of human rights.

(d) Any certification made under sub-
section (c¢) shall be submitted to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives and the Senate, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, no later
than 30 days prior to the activity in question
and shall include a description of the purpose
of the activity, its agenda, its major partici-
pants, and its location and timing.

SEC. 527. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, adjudication, or
other law enforcement- or victim assistance-
related activity.

SEC. 528. The Departments of Commerce
and Justice, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the National Science

S4673

Foundation, the Commission on Civil Rights,
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, the International Trade Commis-
sion, the Legal Services Corporation, the
Marine Mammal Commission, the Offices of
Science and Technology Policy and the
United States Trade Representative, the Na-
tional Space Council, and the State Justice
Institute shall submit spending plans, signed
by the respective department or agency
head, to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than 45 days after the date of
enactment of this Act: Provided, That the
spending plans submitted pursuant to this
section shall contain at least the same level
of detail as the spending plans submitted
pursuant to this section in fiscal year 2024.

SEC. 529. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act may be used to pay award or incentive
fees for contractor performance that has
been judged to be below satisfactory per-
formance or for performance that does not
meet the basic requirements of a contract.

SEC. 530. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
section 7606 (‘‘Legitimacy of Industrial Hemp
Research’) of the Agricultural Act of 2014
(Public Law 113-79) by the Department of
Justice or the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

SEC. 531. None of the funds made available
under this Act to the Department of Justice
may be used, with respect to any of the
States of Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Dela-
ware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, I1linois, Indi-
ana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Ne-
vada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mex-
ico, New York, North Carolina, North Da-
kota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont,
Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wis-
consin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, the United
States Virgin Islands, Guam, or Puerto Rico,
to prevent any of them from implementing
their own laws that authorize the use, dis-
tribution, possession, or cultivation of med-
ical marijuana.

SEC. 532. The Department of Commerce,
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, and the National Science Founda-
tion shall provide a quarterly report to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate on any of-
ficial travel to China by any employee of
such Department or agency, including the
purpose of such travel.

SEC. 533. Of the amounts made available by
this Act, not less than 10 percent of each
total amount provided, respectively, for Pub-
lic Works grants authorized by the Public
Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 and grants authorized by section 27 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3722) shall be allo-
cated for assistance in persistent poverty
counties: Provided, That for purposes of this
section, the term ‘‘persistent poverty coun-
ties”” means any county that has had 20 per-
cent or more of its population living in pov-
erty over the past 30 years, as measured by
the 1993 Small Area Income and Poverty Es-
timates, the 2000 decennial census, and the
most recent Small Area Income and Poverty
Estimates, or any Territory or possession of
the United States.

SEC. 534. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law or treaty, none of the funds
appropriated or otherwise made available
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under this Act or any other Act may be ex-
pended or obligated by a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the United States
to pay administrative expenses or to com-
pensate an officer or employee of the United
States in connection with requiring an ex-
port license for the export to Canada of com-
ponents, parts, accessories or attachments
for firearms listed in Category I, section
121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regulations
(International Trafficking in Arms Regula-
tions (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on April
1, 2005) with a total value not exceeding $500
wholesale in any transaction, provided that
the conditions of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion are met by the exporting party for such
articles.

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtain-
ing an export license—

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing
any Shipper’s Export Declaration or notifi-
cation letter required by law, or from being
otherwise eligible under the laws of the
United States to possess, ship, transport, or
export the articles enumerated in subsection
(a); and

(2) does not permit the export without a li-
cense of—

(A) fully automatic firearms and compo-
nents and parts for such firearms, other than
for end use by the Federal Government, or a
Provincial or Municipal Government of Can-
ada;

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or
complete breech mechanisms for any firearm
listed in Category I, other than for end use
by the Federal Government, or a Provincial
or Municipal Government of Canada; or

(C) articles for export from Canada to an-
other foreign destination.

(¢c) In accordance with this section, the
District Directors of Customs and post-
masters shall permit the permanent or tem-
porary export without a license of any un-
classified articles specified in subsection (a)
to Canada for end use in Canada or return to
the United States, or temporary import of
Canadian-origin items from Canada for end
use in the United States or return to Canada
for a Canadian citizen.

(d) The President may require export li-
censes under this section on a temporary
basis if the President determines, upon pub-
lication first in the Federal Register, that
the Government of Canada has implemented
or maintained inadequate import controls
for the articles specified in subsection (a),
such that a significant diversion of such arti-
cles has and continues to take place for use
in international terrorism or in the esca-
lation of a conflict in another nation. The
President shall terminate the requirements
of a license when reasons for the temporary
requirements have ceased.

SEC. 535. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States receiving
appropriated funds under this Act or any
other Act shall obligate or expend in any
way such funds to pay administrative ex-
penses or the compensation of any officer or
employee of the United States to deny any
application submitted pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pursuant to 27 CFR
section 478.112 or .113, for a permit to import
United States origin ‘‘curios or relics’ fire-
arms, parts, or ammunition.

SEC. 536. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel to deny, or fail to
act on, an application for the importation of
any model of shotgun if—

(1) all other requirements of law with re-
spect to the proposed importation are met;
and

(2) no application for the importation of
such model of shotgun, in the same configu-
ration, had been denied by the Attorney Gen-
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eral prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis
that the shotgun was not particularly suit-
able for or readily adaptable to sporting pur-
poses.

SEC. 537. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be obligated or expended to
implement the Arms Trade Treaty until the
Senate approves a resolution of ratification
for the Treaty.

SEC. 538. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this or any
other Act may be used to transfer, release,
or assist in the transfer or release to or with-
in the United States, its territories, or pos-
sessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any
other detainee who—

(1) is not a United States citizen or a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009,
at the United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, by the Department of De-
fense.

SEC. 539. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available in this or any
other Act may be used to construct, acquire,
or modify any facility in the United States,
its territories, or possessions to house any
individual described in subsection (c) for the
purposes of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the effective control of the
Department of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(¢c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 540. Funds made available to the De-
partment of Commerce and the Department
of Justice in this Act and any remaining un-
obligated balances of funds made available
to the Department of Commerce and the De-
partment of Justice in prior year Acts, other
than amounts designated by the Congress as
being for an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to a concurrent resolution on the budget
or the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985 or from amounts
made available under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Justice—Legal Activities—Fees and
Expenses of Witnesses’’, shall be available to
provide payments pursuant to section
901(i)(2) of title IX of division J of the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020
(22 U.S.C. 2680b(i)(2)): Provided, That pay-
ments made pursuant to the matter pre-
ceding this proviso may not exceed $5,000,000
for the Department of Commerce and
$10,000,000 for the Department of Justice.

SEC. 541. (a)(1) Within 45 days of enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce shall
allocate amounts made available from the
Creating Helpful Incentives to Produce
Semiconductors (CHIPS) for America Fund
for fiscal year 2026 pursuant to paragraphs
(1) and (2) of section 102(a) of the CHIPS Act
of 2022 (division A of Public Law 117-167) not
otherwise allocated pursuant to section
546(a)(1)(B) of division C of Public Law 118-42,
including the transfer authority in such
paragraphs of that section of that Act, to the
accounts specified, in the amounts specified,
and for the projects and activities specified,
in the table titled ‘‘Department of Com-
merce Allocation of National Institute of
Standards and Technology Funds: CHIPS
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Act Fiscal Year 2026’ in the report accom-
panying this Act.

(2) Within 45 days of enactment of this Act,
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion shall allocate amounts made available
from the Creating Helpful Incentives to
Produce Semiconductors (CHIPS) for Amer-
ica Workforce and Education Fund for fiscal
year 2026 pursuant to section 102(d)(1) of the
CHIPS Act of 2022 (division A of Public Law
117-167), to the account specified, in the
amounts specified, and for the projects and
activities specified in the table titled ‘‘Na-
tional Science Foundation Allocation of
Funds: CHIPS Act Fiscal Year 2026’ in the
report accompanying this Act.

(b) Neither the President nor his designee
may allocate any amounts that are made
available for any fiscal year under section
102(a)(2)(A) of the CHIPS Act of 2022 or under
section 102(d)(2) of such Act if there is in ef-
fect an Act making or continuing appropria-
tions for part of a fiscal year for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies: Provided, That in any
fiscal year, the matter preceding this proviso
shall not apply to the allocation, apportion-
ment, or allotment of amounts for con-
tinuing administration of programs allo-
cated funds from the CHIPS for America
Fund, which may be allocated only in
amounts that are no more than the alloca-
tion for such purposes in subsection (a) of
this section.

(c) Subject to prior consultation with, and
the regular notification procedures of, the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, and sub-
ject to the terms and conditions in section
505 of this Act—

(1) the Secretary of Commerce may reallo-
cate funds allocated to Industrial Tech-
nology Services for section 9906 of Public
Law 116-283 by subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion; and

(2) the Director of the National Science
Foundation may reallocate funds allocated
to the CHIPS for America Workforce and
Education Fund by subsection (a)(2) of this
section.

(d) Concurrent with the annual budget sub-
mission of the President for fiscal year 2027,
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion, as appropriate, shall submit to the
Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate proposed
allocations by account and by program,
project, or activity, with detailed justifica-
tions, for amounts made available under sec-
tion 102(d)(2) of the CHIPS Act of 2022 for fis-
cal year 2027.

(e) The Department of Commerce and the
National Science Foundation, as appro-
priate, shall each provide the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate quarterly reports on the
status of balances of projects and activities
funded by the CHIPS for America Fund for
amounts allocated pursuant to subsection
(a)(1) of this section and prior appropriations
Acts, the status of balances of projects and
activities funded by the Public Wireless Sup-
ply Chain Innovation Fund for amounts allo-
cated pursuant to section 543(a)(2) of division
B of Public Law 117-328, and the status of
balances of projects and activities funded by
the CHIPS for America Workforce and Edu-
cation Fund for amounts allocated pursuant
to subsection (a)(2) of this section and prior
appropriations Acts, including all uncom-
mitted, committed, and unobligated funds.

SEC. 542. In making Federal financial as-
sistance, the Department of Commerce, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and the National Science Foundation
shall continue to apply the negotiated indi-
rect cost rates for Institutions of Higher
Education in section 200.414 of title 2, Code of
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Federal Regulations, including with respect
to the approval of deviations from nego-
tiated indirect cost rates, to the same extent
and in the same manner as such negotiated
indirect cost rates were applied in fiscal year
2024: Provided, That none of the funds appro-
priated in this or prior Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Acts, or otherwise made available to
the Department of Commerce, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and
the National Science Foundation may be
used to develop, modify, or implement
changes to such fiscal year 2024 negotiated
indirect cost rates.

This division may be cited as the ‘“Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2026°.

SA 2978. Mr. KELLY (for himself and
Mr. SULLIVAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:
SEC. 586.

AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF
MEDAL OF HONOR TO E. ROYCE WIL-
LIAMS FOR ACTS OF VALOR DURING
THE KOREAN WAR.

(a) WAIVER OF TIME LIMITATIONS.—Not-
withstanding the time limitations specified
in section 8298 of title 10, United States
Code, or any other time limitation with re-
spect to the awarding of certain medals to
persons who served in the Armed Forces, the
President may award the Medal of Honor
under section 8291 of such title to E. Royce
Williams for the acts of valor described in
subsection (b).

(b) AcTs OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of
valor described in this subsection are the ac-
tions of E. Royce Williams—

(1) as a lieutenant in the Navy, on Novem-
ber 18, 1952, for which he was previously
awarded the Navy Cross and the Taegeuk
Order of Military Merit of South Korea; and

(2) as an Ace fighter pilot who shot down
multiple MiG aircraft.

SA 2979. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. EXEMPTION FROM IMMIGRANT VISA
LIMIT.

Section 201(b)(1) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 TU.S.C. 1151(b)(1)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

““(F) Aliens who—

‘(i) are eligible for a visa under paragraph
(1) or (3) of section 203(a); and

‘‘(ii) have a parent (regardless of whether
the parent is living or dead) who was natu-
ralized pursuant to—

“(I) section 405 of the Immigration Act of
1990 (Public Law 101-649; 8 U.S.C. 1440 note);
or

““(II) title III of the Act of October 14, 1940
(54 Stat. 1137, chapter 876), as added by sec-
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tion 1001 of the Second War Powers Act, 1942
(56 Stat. 182, chapter 199).”.

SA 2980. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. REPEAL OF ALIEN ENEMIES ACT.

Sections 4067 through 4070 of the Revised
Statutes of the United States (50 U.S.C. 21—
24) are repealed.

SA 2981. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . ANNUAL REPORT ON COMMUNITY
CARE COSTS AND OUTCOMES.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to Congress, and make publicly
available, a report detailing—

(1) the total expenditures for services
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code, during the year covered by the
report;

(2) a comparative cost analysis between
care delivered in facilities of the Department
of Veterans Affairs versus care provided
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram;

(3) quality and outcome metrics for care
provided under the Veterans Community
Care Program; and

(4) veteran satisfaction data related to care
delivered in facilities of the Department
versus care provided under the Veterans
Community Care Program.

SA 2982. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
CLINICAL STAFFING TRANS-
PARENCY AND IMPROVEMENT PLAN.

(a) PUBLIC STAFFING REPORTS.—Not less
frequently than quarterly, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall publish on a publicly
available website of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs a report, disaggregated by fa-
cility of the Department, on clinical staffing
levels, including the number of filled and va-
cant positions for key health care roles.

(b) IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—Each report re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include a
detailed plan to address critical staffing
shortages, with measurable milestones and
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timelines for hiring and retention improve-
ments.

(c) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The Sec-
retary shall notify the Committee on Appro-
priations and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Appropriations and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives of significant clinical staffing short-
falls and progress toward resolving those
shortfalls.

SA 2983. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . APPROPRIATION OF ADDITIONAL

AMOUNTS FOR MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amount appropriated
under title II under the heading ‘‘MEDICAL
SERVICES” under the heading ‘‘VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION’’ under the heading
“DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS”
for fiscal year 2027 is hereby increased by
$100,000,000.

(b) OFFSET.—The amount appropriated
under section 90103 of Public Law 119-21
(commonly known as the ‘“One Big Beautiful
Bill Act”’) is hereby rescinded.

SA 2984. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN
VETERANS COMMUNITY CARE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) CONDITIONS ON CONTRACT EXPANSION.—
None of the funds made available by this
title may be used to expand or renew con-
tracts under the Veterans Community Care
Program under section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code, unless the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs certifies to the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate and the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) a comprehensive oversight framework
is in place for monitoring contractor per-
formance under such program;

(2) roles and responsibilities for contract
oversight under such program are clearly de-
fined and documented; and

(3) performance metrics for such program
are being used to assess timeliness, quality
of care, and veteran satisfaction across all
providers under such program.

(b) LIMITING REDUNDANT USE OF COMMUNITY
CARE.—The Secretary shall ensure that—

(1) referrals to care under section 1703 of
title 38, United States Code, are made only
when facilities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs cannot provide the required
care within clinical access standards; and

(2) preference for care provided to veterans
is given to care provided by the Department
if capacity exists.

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later
than 120 days after the date of the enactment
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of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report detailing
the steps taken to ensure effective oversight,
prevent inappropriate overuse of community
care, and improve internal service capacity
of the Department.

SA 2985. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by her to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON PRIVATIZATION OF
VETERANS HEALTH CARE.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds made
available in this title may be used to pri-
vatize, outsource, or transfer ownership or
control of any health care facility or service
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to a
non-Department entity.

(b) SCOPE.—The prohibition under sub-
section (a) includes—

(1) the permanent closure or downsizing of
medical facilities of the Department that re-
sults in the redirection of care to non-De-
partment providers; and

(2) the use of limited staffing levels of the
Department as justification for increased re-
liance on non-Department care.

(c) PRIVATIZE DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘privatize’ includes any action
that reduces the availability or scope of di-
rect care provided by personnel of the De-
partment in facilities owned and operated by
the Department in favor of community care
or private contracting, except in cases where
clinical access standards require it.

SA 2986. Mr. BOOZMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 4, line 18, strike *“$613,213,000’ and
insert ‘‘$613,210,000"".

SA 2987. Mr. PETERS (for himself,
Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. ERNST, Mr. COTTON,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, and Mr. SCOTT of
Florida) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 1067. MAPPING AMERICA’S PHARMA-
CEUTICAL SUPPLY.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Mapping America’s Pharma-
ceutical Supply Act’ or the “MAPS Act”.

(b) ESSENTIAL MEDICINES LIST.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the heads of other relevant Fed-
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eral departments and agencies and in con-
sultation with, as appropriate, stakeholders
who have relevant expertise, shall update
and maintain a list of essential medicines
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Essential
Medicines List’’), initially developed in re-
sponse to Executive Order 13944 (85 Fed. Reg.
49929), to include active pharmaceutical in-
gredients and drugs—

(A) that are directly related to responding
to chemical, biological, radiological, or nu-
clear threats and incidents covered by the
National Response Framework;

(B) of greatest priority for providing
health care and identified as being at high
risk of shortage;

(C) the shortage of which would have an
adverse health outcome on patients with
chronic conditions; or

(D) that the Secretary of Defense deter-
mines to be critical for military prepared-
ness.

(2) UPDATES TO LIST.—The Secretary shall
update the Essential Medicines List regu-
larly, on a timeframe that the Secretary de-
termines necessary and appropriate, and not
less frequently than every 2 years.

(3) COMPILATION OF INITIAL LIST.—The Sec-
retary shall complete the first updates to the
Essential Medicines List required pursuant
to paragraph (1) not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(4) PUBLICATION OF LIST.—The Secretary
shall publish the Essential Medicines List
promptly after each update pursuant to
paragraph (2) or (3).

(c) ESSENTIAL MEDICINES RISK ASSESS-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of Defense and in
consultation with the heads of other rel-
evant departments and agencies, shall con-
duct a comprehensive risk assessment of the
supply chains for active pharmaceutical in-
gredients and drugs included on the Essen-
tial Medicines List described in subsection
(b).

(2) CONTENTS OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES RISK
ASSESSMENT.—At a minimum, the risk as-
sessment under paragraph (1) shall identify,
to the extent available—

(A) key starting materials and excipients
used in manufacturing the active pharma-
ceutical ingredients and drugs on the Essen-
tial Medicines List;

(B) the active pharmaceutical ingredients
and drugs on the Essential Medicines List
that rely on a high-risk foreign supplier or
foreign entity of concern (as defined in sec-
tion 9901(8) of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2021 (15 U.S.C. 4651(8))) for more than 50
percent of production;

(C) the active pharmaceutical ingredients
and drugs on the Essential Medicines List
that are sourced exclusively or primarily
from foreign establishments, including drugs
manufactured domestically from active
pharmaceutical ingredients sourced exclu-
sively or primarily from foreign establish-
ments;

(D) current domestic manufacturing capa-
bilities for active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents and drugs on the Essential Medicines
List, including the key starting materials
and excipients of such ingredients and drugs,
and any cost-effective manufacturing tech-
nologies, including advanced manufacturing;

(E) public health and national security
risks, including cybersecurity threats and
critical infrastructure designations specific
to the supply chains of active pharma-
ceutical ingredients and drugs included on
the Essential Medicines List;

(F) any deficiencies, lack of authorities, or
limitations in policy or process that reduce
the ability of the Federal Government to ad-
dress any identified public health or national
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security risks related to supply chains for
active pharmaceutical ingredients and drugs
included on the Essential Medicines List;
and

(G) how the Federal Government will miti-
gate such national security risks, including
through the use of authorities under the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 (50 U.S.C. 4501 et
seq.).

(3) REPORT ON ASSESSMENT.—

(A) SUBMISSION OF REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary,
in consultation with the heads of relevant
Federal departments and agencies consulted
under paragraph (1), shall submit a report
with the findings under paragraph (2) to—

(i) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions, and the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs of the
Senate;

(ii) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and
the Committee on Homeland Security of the
House of Representatives; and

(iii) the Office of the Director of National
Intelligence.

(B) PUBLICATION OF REPORT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary, in consultation with
the heads of relevant Federal departments
and agencies consulted under paragraph (1),
shall release a public version of the report
submitted under subparagraph (A).

(d) U.S. PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY CHAINS
MAPPING.—

(1) PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLY CHAIN MAP-
PING.—The Secretary, in coordination with
the heads of other relevant Federal depart-
ments and agencies, shall ensure coordina-
tion of efforts of the Department of Health
and Human Services, including through pub-
lic-private partnerships, to—

(A) map, or otherwise visualize, the supply
chains, from manufacturing of key starting
materials through manufacturing of finished
dosage forms and distribution, of drugs (as
defined in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)) in-
cluded on the Essential Medicines List under
subsection (b); and

(B) use data analytics to identify supply
chain vulnerabilities that pose a threat to
national security, as determined by the Sec-
retary or the heads of other relevant Federal
departments and agencies.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) describe the roles and responsibilities
of agencies and offices within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services related
to monitoring such supply chains and assess-
ing any related vulnerabilities;

(B) facilitate the exchange of information
between Federal departments, agencies, and
offices, as appropriate and necessary to en-
able such agencies and offices to carry out
roles and responsibilities described in sub-
paragraph (A) related to drugs described in
paragraph (1)(A), which may include—

(i) the location of establishments reg-
istered under subsection (b), (¢), or (i) of sec-
tion 510 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 360) involved in the pro-
duction of active pharmaceutical ingredients
and finished dosage forms of drugs described
in paragraph (1)(A), and the amount of such
ingredients and finished dosage forms pro-
duced at each such establishment;

(ii) to the extent available and as appro-
priate, the location of establishments so reg-
istered involved in the production of the key
starting materials and excipients needed to
produce the active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents and finished dosage forms, and the
amount of such materials and excipients pro-
duced at each such establishment; and
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(iii) any regulatory actions with respect to
such drugs or the establishments manufac-
turing such drugs, including with respect to
inspections and related regulatory activities
conducted under section 704 of such Act (21
U.S.C. 374), the seizure of such a drug pursu-
ant to section 304 of such Act (21 U.S.C. 334),
any recalls of such a drug; inclusion of such
a drug on the drug shortage list under sec-
tion 506E of such Act (21 U.S.C. 356e), or prior
drug shortages reports of a discontinuance or
interruption in the production of such a drug
under 506C of such Act (21 U.S.C. 355d).

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of agencies with
which the Secretary coordinates under para-
graph (1), shall submit a report to the rel-
evant committees of Congress on—

(A) the current status of efforts to map and
analyze pharmaceutical supply chains, as de-
scribed in paragraph (1);

(B) activities of the Secretary carried out
under this subsection to coordinate efforts as
described in paragraph (1), including infor-
mation sharing between relevant Federal de-
partments, agencies, and offices;

(C) the roles and responsibilities described
in paragraph (2)(A), including the identifica-
tion of any gaps, data limitations, or areas
of unnecessary duplication between such
roles and responsibilities;

(D) the extent to which Federal agencies
use data analytics to conduct predictive
modeling of anticipated drug shortages or
risks associated with supply chain
vulnerabilities that pose a threat to national
security; and

(E) the extent to which the Secretary has
engaged relevant industry in such mapping.

(e) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIANNUAL RE-
PORTS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, and every 180
days thereafter, the Secretary of Defense
shall submit to the congressional commit-
tees described in clauses (i) and (ii) of sub-
section (c)(3)(A) a report that lists all drugs
purchased by the Department of Defense dur-
ing the 180-day period preceding the date of
the report—

(1) that contain key starting materials,
excipients, or active pharmaceutical ingredi-
ents sourced from the People’s Republic of
China; or

(2) for which the finished drug product was
manufactured in the People’s Republic of
China.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVANCED MANUFACTURING.—The term
“‘advanced manufacturing” has the meaning
given the term ‘‘advanced and continuous
pharmaceutical manufacturing’ in section
3016(h) of the 21st Century Cures Act (21
U.S.C. 399h(h)).

(2) CYBERSECURITY THREAT.—The term ‘‘cy-
bersecurity threat’” has the meaning given
such term in section 2200 of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 650).

(3) DRUG.—The term ‘‘drug’’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 201(g) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 321(g)).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’, ex-
cept as otherwise specified, means the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

(g) ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS.—

(1) CLARIFICATION.—The participation of
the Secretary in developing and updating the
list of essential medicines under subsection
(b) shall be deemed to be full satisfaction of
the requirements applicable to such sec-
retary under subsection (c) of Executive
Order 13944 (85 Fed. Reg. 49929).

(2) CONFIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INFORMA-
TION.—The exchange of information among
the Secretary and the heads of other rel-
evant Federal departments and agencies for
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purposes of carrying out subsections (c¢) and
(d) shall not be a violation of section 1905 of
title 18, United States Code. This section
shall not be construed to affect the status, if
any, of such information as trade secret or
confidential commercial information for pur-
poses of section 301(j) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 331(j)),
section 5562 of title 5, United States Code, or
section 1905 of title 18, United States Code.
(3) CYBERSECURITY MEASURES.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that robust cybersecurity
measures are in place to prevent inappro-
priate access to, or unauthorized disclosure
of, the information identified, exchanged, or
disclosed under subsections (c¢) and (d).

SA 2988. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
COLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the end of title II of division A, add the
following:

SEC. 262. LACTATION SPACES IN MEDICAL CEN-
TERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§ 1720M. Lactation spaces in medical centers
of the Department

‘‘(a) LACTATION SPACE REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that each medical center
of the Department contains a lactation
space.

‘“(b) NO UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to authorize
an individual to enter a medical center of
the Department or portion thereof that the
individual is not otherwise authorized to
enter.

“(c) LACTATION SPACE DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘lactation space’ means a
hygienic place, other than a bathroom,
that—

‘(1) is shielded from view;

‘(2) is free from intrusion;

“(3) is accessible to disabled individuals
(including such individuals who use wheel-
chairs);

‘“(4) contains a chair and a working sur-
face;

‘“(5) is easy to locate;

‘“(6) is clearly identified with signage; and

‘“(7) is available for use by women veterans
and members of the public to express breast
milk.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1720L the following new item:
““1720M. Lactation spaces in medical centers

of the Department.”.

(c) ErFFECTIVE DATE.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall carry out section
1720M of title 38, United States Code, as
added by this section, not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SA 2989. Ms. BALDWIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, making appro-
priations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
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purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Strike section 202 and insert the following:
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026, in this or any other Act, under the
‘““Medical Services”, ‘‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance’’,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities”” accounts may be
transferred among the accounts: Provided,
That any transfers among the ‘‘Medical
Services’, ‘Medical Community Care’’,
‘““Medical Support and Compliance’, and
‘“Medical Facilities” accounts of a cumu-
lative 1 percent or less of the total amount
appropriated to the account in this or any
other Act may take place subject to notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and pur-
pose of the transfer.

SA 2990. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the at the end of subtitle F of title X,
add the following:

SEC. 1067. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COMPLIANCE
WITH THE LAW OF WAR.

It is the sense of Congress, whose constitu-
tional responsibility it is to ‘‘define and pun-
ish . . . Offences against the Law of Nations”’
and to “make Rules for the Government and
Regulation of the land and naval Forces”,
that—

(1) the law of war, embodied in both trea-
ties to which the United States is party and
customary international law, binds the
United States and the United States Armed
Forces;

(2) consistent with the longstanding policy
of the Department of Defense to comply with
the law of war during all armed conflicts, the
United States remains steadfastly com-
mitted to complying with its obligations
under the law of war, including the funda-
mental principles of necessity, humanity,
distinction, and proportionality;

(3) in addition to being legally required,
compliance with the law of war reinforces
military effectiveness, helps maintain public
support and political legitimacy, and can en-
courage reciprocal adherence by the adver-
sary or adherence by adversaries in future
conflicts;

(4) obligations under the law of war include
those that address the protection of civil-
ians, including, among other things—

(A) prohibitions on attacks directed at ci-
vilians and civilian objects, indiscriminate
attacks, and attacks expected to cause ex-
cessive harm to civilians relative to the an-
ticipated military advantage;

(B) the requirement to take all feasible
precautions to avoid, or in any event mini-
mize, harm to civilians; and

(C) the presumption in cases of doubt as to
whether a person is a civilian, that such per-
son shall be considered a civilian;

(5) the protection of civilians is fundamen-
tally consistent with the effective, efficient,
and decisive use of force in pursuit of United
States national interests;

(6) minimizing civilian casualties can fur-
ther mission objectives, help maintain the
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support of partner governments and vulner-
able populations, and enhance the legit-
imacy and sustainability of United States
operations critical to national security; and

(7) the United States therefore routinely
imposes certain heightened policy standards
that are more protective than the require-
ments of the law of war that relate to the
protection of civilians.

SA 2991. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle H of title V, add the
following:
SEC. 586.

MODIFICATION OF PERSONS NOT
QUALIFIED FOR ENLISTMENT DEFI-
NITION.

Section 504(b)(2)(B) of title 10, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘that
the person will use in the primary daily du-
ties of that person as a member of the armed
forces’ and inserting ‘‘that the person will
use in the duties of that person as a member
of the armed forces’.

SA 2992. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, insert
the following:

SEC. 1067. DEFIANCE ACT OF 2025.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Disrupt Explicit Forged Images
and Non-Consensual Edits Act of 2025’" or the
“DEFIANCE Act of 2025”".

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing:
(1) Digital forgeries, often called

deepfakes, are synthetic images and videos
that look realistic. The technology to create
digital forgeries is now ubiquitous and easy
to use. Hundreds of apps are available that
can quickly generate digital forgeries with-
out the need for any technical expertise.

(2) Digital forgeries can be wholly ficti-
tious but can also manipulate images of real
people to depict sexually intimate conduct
that did not occur. For example, some dig-
ital forgeries will paste the face of an indi-
vidual onto the body of a real or fictitious
individual who is nude or who is engaging in
sexual activity. Another example is a photo-
graph of an individual that is manipulated to
digitally remove the clothing of the indi-
vidual so that the person appears to be nude.

(3) The individuals depicted in such digital
forgeries are profoundly harmed when the
content is produced with intent to disclose,
disclosed, or obtained without the consent of
those individuals. These harms are not miti-
gated through labels or other information
that indicates that the depiction is fake.

(4) It can be destabilizing to victims when-
ever those victims are depicted in intimate
digital forgeries against their will, as the
privacy of those victims is violated and the
victims lose control over their likeness and
identity.
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(5) Victims can feel helpless because the
victims—

(A) may not be able to determine who has
created the content; and

(B) do not know how to prevent further dis-
closure of the intimate digital forgery or
how to prevent more forgeries from being
made.

(6) Victims may be fearful of being in pub-
lic out of concern that individuals the vic-
tims encounter have seen the digital for-
geries. This leads to social rupture through
the loss of the ability to trust, stigmatiza-
tion, and isolation.

(7) Victims of non-consensual, sexually in-
timate digital forgeries may experience de-
pression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation.
These victims may also experience the ‘‘si-
lencing effect’” in which the victims with-
draw from online spaces and public discourse
to avoid further abuse.

(8) Digital forgeries are often used to—

(A) harass victims, interfering with their
employment, education, reputation, or sense
of safety; or

(B) commit extortion, sexual assault, do-
mestic violence, and other crimes.

(9) Because of the harms caused by non-
consensual, sexually intimate digital for-
geries, such digital forgeries are considered
to be a form of image-based sexual abuse.

(¢) CIVIL ACTION RELATING TO DISCLOSURE
OF INTIMATE IMAGES.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1309 of the Con-
solidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (15 U.S.C.
6851) is amended—

(A) in the section heading, by inserting
‘‘OR NONCONSENSUAL ACTIVITY INVOLVING DIG-
ITAL FORGERIES’’ after ‘‘INTIMATE IMAGES’’; and

(B) in subsection (a)—

(i) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘com-
petent,” after ‘‘conscious,’’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (3);

(iii) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3);

(iv) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6)
as paragraphs (6) and (7), respectively;

(v) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(4) IDENTIFIABLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term
‘identifiable individual’ means an individual
whose body appears in whole or in part in an
intimate visual depiction or intimate digital
forgery and who is identifiable by virtue of
the individual’s face, likeness, or other dis-
tinguishing characteristic, such as a unique
birthmark or other recognizable feature, or
from information displayed in connection
with the intimate visual depiction or inti-
mate digital forgery.

¢“(5) INTIMATE DIGITAL FORGERY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘intimate dig-
ital forgery’ means any intimate visual de-
piction of an identifiable individual that—

‘(i) falsely represents, in whole or in
part—

‘“(I) the identifiable individual; or

‘“(IT) the conduct or content that makes
the visual depiction intimate;

‘‘(ii) is created through the use of software,
machine learning, artificial intelligence, or
any other computer-generated or techno-
logical means, including by adapting, modi-
fying, manipulating, or altering an authentic
visual depiction; and

‘‘(iii) is indistinguishable from an authen-
tic visual depiction of the identifiable indi-
vidual when viewed as a whole by a reason-
able person.

“(B) LABELS, DISCLOSURE, AND CONTEXT.—
Any visual depiction described in subpara-
graph (A) constitutes an intimate digital for-
gery for purposes of this paragraph regard-
less of whether a label, information disclosed
with the visual depiction, or the context or
setting in which the visual depiction is dis-
closed states or implies that the visual de-
piction is not authentic.”’; and
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(vi) in paragraph (6)(A),
nated—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end;

(IT) in clause (ii)—

(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘indi-
vidual;”’ and inserting ‘‘individual; or’’; and

(bb) by striking subclause (III); and

(IIT) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(iii) an identifiable individual engaging in
sexually explicit conduct; and”.

(2) CIVIL ACTION.—Section 1309(b) of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (156
U.S.C. 6851(b)) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(1) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert-
ing the following:

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (5)—

‘(i) an identifiable individual whose inti-
mate visual depiction is disclosed, in or af-
fecting interstate or foreign commerce or
using any means or facility of interstate or
foreign commerce, without the consent of
the identifiable individual, where such dis-
closure was made by a person who knows or
recklessly disregards that the identifiable
individual has not consented to such disclo-
sure, may bring a civil action against that
person in an appropriate district court of the
United States for relief as set forth in para-
graph (3);

‘(i) an identifiable individual who is the
subject of an intimate digital forgery may
bring a civil action in an appropriate district
court of the United States for relief as set
forth in paragraph (3) against any person
that knowingly produced or possessed the in-
timate digital forgery with intent to disclose
it, knowingly disclosed the intimate digital
forgery, or knowingly solicited and received
the intimate digital forgery, if—

““(I) the identifiable individual did not con-
sent to such production or possession with
intent to disclose, disclosure, or solicitation
and receipt;

““(IT) the person knew or recklessly dis-
regarded that the identifiable individual did
not consent to such production or possession
with intent to disclose, disclosure, or solici-
tation and receipt; and

‘(IITI) such production or possession with
intent to disclose, disclosure, or solicitation
and receipt, is in or affects interstate or for-
eign commerce or uses any means or facility
of interstate or foreign commerce; and

‘“(iii) an identifiable individual who is the
subject of an intimate digital forgery may
bring a civil action in an appropriate district
court of the United States for relief as set
forth in paragraph (3) against any person
that knowingly produced the intimate dig-
ital forgery if—

“(I) the identifiable individual did not con-
sent to such production;

‘“(ITI) the person knew or recklessly dis-
regarded that the identifiable individual—

‘‘(aa) did not consent to such production;
and

“‘(bb) was harmed, or was reasonably likely
to be harmed, by the production; and

‘‘(IIT) such production is in or affects inter-
state or foreign commerce or uses any means
or facility of interstate or foreign com-
merce.”’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in the subparagraph heading, by insert-
ing ‘‘IDENTIFIABLE’ before ‘‘INDIVIDUALS’’;
and

(IT) by striking ‘‘an individual who is under
18 years of age, incompetent, incapacitated,
or deceased, the legal guardian of the indi-
vidual” and inserting ‘‘an identifiable indi-
vidual who is under 18 years of age, incom-
petent, incapacitated, or deceased, the legal
guardian of the identifiable individual’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

as so redesig-
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(I) by inserting ‘“‘identifiable’ before ‘‘indi-
vidual’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘depiction” and inserting
“intimate visual depiction or intimate dig-
ital forgery’’; and

(IIT) by striking ‘‘distribution’ and insert-
ing ‘‘disclosure, solicitation, or possession’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by inserting ‘‘identifiable’’ before ‘‘indi-
vidual’’;

(IT) by inserting ‘‘or intimate digital for-
gery’”’ after ‘‘depiction’ each place it ap-
pears; and

(IIT) by inserting ‘¢, solicitation, or posses-
sion’’ after ‘‘disclosure’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5);

(D) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

*“(3) RELIEF.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—In a civil action filed
under this section, an identifiable individual
may recover—

‘(i) damages as provided under subpara-
graph (C); and

‘‘(ii) the cost of the action, including rea-
sonable attorney fees and other litigation
costs reasonably incurred.

‘“(B) PUNITIVE DAMAGES AND OTHER RE-
LIEF.—The court may, in addition to any
other relief available at law, award punitive
damages or order equitable relief, including
a temporary restraining order, a preliminary
injunction, or a permanent injunction order-
ing the defendant to delete, destroy, or cease
to display or disclose the intimate visual de-
piction or intimate digital forgery.

¢“(C) DAMAGES.—For purposes of subpara-
graph (A)(i), the identifiable individual may
recover—

‘(i) liquidated damages in the amount of—

“(I) $150,000; or

““(II) $250,000 if the conduct at issue in the
claim was—

‘‘(aa) committed in relation to actual or
attempted sexual assault, stalking, or har-
assment of the identifiable individual by the
defendant; or

““(bb) the direct and proximate cause of ac-
tual or attempted sexual assault, stalking,
or harassment of the identifiable individual
by any person; or

‘‘(ii) actual damages sustained by the indi-
vidual, which shall include any profits of the
defendant that are attributable to the con-
duct at issue in the claim that are not other-
wise taken into account in computing the
actual damages.

‘(D) CALCULATION OF DEFENDANT’S PROF-
IT.—For purposes of subparagraph (C)(ii), to
establish the defendant’s profits, the identi-
fiable individual shall be required to present
proof only of the gross revenue of the defend-
ant, and the defendant shall be required to
prove the deductible expenses of the defend-
ant and the elements of profit attributable
to factors other than the conduct at issue in
the claim.

‘“(4) PRESERVATION OF PRIVACY.—In a civil
action filed under this section, the court
may issue an order to protect the privacy of
a plaintiff, including by—

“‘(A) permitting the plaintiff to use a pseu-
donym;

‘“(B) requiring the parties to redact the
personal identifying information of the
plaintiff from any public filing, or to file
such documents under seal; and

‘“(C) issuing a protective order for purposes
of discovery, which may include an order in-
dicating that any intimate visual depiction
or intimate digital forgery shall remain in
the care, custody, and control of the court.”’;

(E) in paragraph (5b)(A), as so redesig-
nated—
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(i) by striking ‘“‘image’’ and inserting ‘‘vis-
ual depiction or intimate digital forgery’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘depicted” and inserting
‘‘identifiable’’; and

(F) by adding at the end the following:

‘(6) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—Any action
commenced under this section shall be
barred unless the complaint is filed not later
than 10 years from the later of—

‘“(A) the date on which the identifiable in-
dividual reasonably discovers the violation
that forms the basis for the claim; or

‘(B) the date on which the identifiable in-
dividual reaches 18 years of age.

“(T) DUPLICATIVE RECOVERY BARRED.—NoO
relief may be ordered under paragraph (3)
against a person who is subject to a judg-
ment under section 2255 of title 18, United
States Code, for the same conduct involving
the same identifiable individual and the
same intimate visual depiction or intimate
digital forgery.”.

(d) CONTINUED APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL,
STATE, AND TRIBAL LAW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not be
construed to impair, supersede, or limit a
provision of Federal, State, or Tribal law.

(2) No PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall prohibit a State or Tribal govern-
ment from adopting and enforcing a provi-
sion of law governing disclosure of intimate
images or nonconsensual activity involving
an intimate digital forgery, as defined in sec-
tion 1309(a) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2022 (15 U.S.C. 6851(a)), as amended
by this section, that is at least as protective
of the rights of a victim as this section.

(e) SEVERABILITY; RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—

(1) SEVERABILITY.—If any provision of this
section, an amendment made by this section,
or the application of such a provision or
amendment to any person or circumstance,
is held to be unconstitutional, the remaining
provisions of and amendments made by this
section, and the application of the provision
or amendment held to be unconstitutional to
any other person or circumstance, shall not
be affected thereby.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section, or an amendment made by this sec-
tion, shall be construed to limit or expand
any law pertaining to intellectual property.

SA 2993. Mr. DURBIN (for himself
and Mr. ROUNDS) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle B of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 320A. CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE FOR AS-
SESSING PERFLUOROALKYL AND
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES IN
WATER SOURCES AND
PERFLUOROALKYL AND
POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCE RE-
MEDIATION SOLUTIONS.

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section
is to dedicate resources to advancing, and ex-
panding access to, perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance detection and re-
mediation science, research, and tech-
nologies through the establishment of Cen-
ters of Excellence for Assessing
Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Sub-
stances in Water Sources and Perfluoroalkyl
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation
Solutions.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(A) select from among the applications
submitted under paragraph (2)(A) an eligible
research university, an eligible rural univer-
sity, and a National Laboratory applying
jointly for the establishment of centers, to
be known as the ‘‘Centers of Excellence for

Assessing Perfluoroalkyl and
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Water
Sources and Perfluoroalkyl and

Polyfluoroalkyl Substance Remediation So-
lutions’, which shall be a tri-institutional
collaboration between the eligible research
university, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory co-applicants (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘‘Centers’’); and

(B) guide the eligible research university,
eligible rural university, and National Lab-
oratory in the establishment of the Centers.

(2) APPLICATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—AnN eligible research uni-
versity, eligible rural university, and Na-
tional Laboratory desiring to establish the
Centers shall jointly submit to the Secretary
an application at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(B) CRITERIA.—In evaluating applications
submitted under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary shall only consider applications
that—

(i) include evidence of an existing partner-
ship between not fewer than two of the co-
applicants that is dedicated to supporting
and expanding shared scientific goals with a
clear pathway to collaborating on furthering

science and research relating to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances;

(ii) demonstrate a history of collaboration
between not fewer than two of the co-appli-
cants on the advancement of shared research
capabilities, including instrumentation and

research infrastructure relating to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances;

(iii) indicate that the co-applicants have
the capacity to expand education and re-
search opportunities for undergraduate and
graduate students to prepare a generation of
experts in sciences relating to perfluoroalkyl
or polyfluoroalkyl substances;

(iv) demonstrate that the National Labora-
tory co-applicant is equipped to scale up
newly discovered materials and methods for
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
detection and perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal processes
for low-risk, cost-effective, and validated
commercialization; and

(v) identify one or more staff members of
each co-applicant who—

(I) have expertise in sciences relevant to
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
detection and remediation; and

(IT) have been jointly selected, and will be
jointly appointed, by the co-applicants to
lead and carry out the purposes of the Cen-
ters.

(3) TIMING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Centers shall be established not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(B) DELAY.—If the Secretary determines
that a delay in the establishment of the Cen-
ters is necessary, the Secretary—

(i) not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, shall submit a no-
tification to the appropriate committees of
Congress explaining the necessity of the
delay; and

(ii) shall ensure that the Centers are estab-
lished not later than three years after such
date of enactment.

(4) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall
carry out paragraph (1) and paragraph (2) in
coordination with the Administrator and
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may coordinate with other relevant officials
of the Federal Government as the Secretary
determines appropriate.

(c) DUTIES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE CEN-
TERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Centers shall develop
and maintain—

(A) capabilities for measuring
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substance
contamination in drinking water, ground
water, and any other relevant environ-
mental, municipal, industrial, or residential
water samples using methods certified by the
Environmental Protection Agency; and

(B) capabilities for—

(i) evaluating emerging perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance removal and de-
struction technologies and methods; and

(ii) benchmarking those technologies and
methods relative to existing technologies
and methods.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Centers shall, at a minimum—

(i) develop instruments and personnel ca-
pable of analyzing perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination in
water using—

(I) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document
entitled ‘““Method 533: Determination of Per-
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances in Drinking
Water by Isotope Dilution Anion Exchange
Solid Phase Extraction and Liquid Chroma-
tography/Tandem mass Spectrometry’ (com-
monly known as “EPA Method 533");

(IT) the method described by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency in the document
entitled ‘“Method 537.1: Determination of Se-
lected Per- and Polyfluorinated Alkyl Sub-
stances in Drinking Water by Solid Phase
Extraction and Liquid Chromatography/Tan-
dem Mass Spectrometry (LC/MS/MS)”’ (com-
monly known as ‘“EPA Method 537.17");

(ITI) any updated or future method devel-
oped by the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; and

(IV) any other method the Secretary, in
consultation with the Administrator, con-
siders relevant;

(ii) develop and maintain capabilities for
evaluating the removal of perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances from water using
newly developed adsorbents or membranes;

(iii) develop and maintain capabilities to
evaluate the degradation of perfluoroalkyl
or polyfluoroalkyl substances in water or
other media;

(iv) make the capabilities and instruments
developed under -clauses (i) through (iii)
available to researchers throughout the re-
gions in which the Centers are located; and

(v) make reliable perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance measurement ca-
pabilities and instruments available to mu-
nicipalities and individuals in the regions in
which the Centers are located at reasonable
cost.

(B) OPEN-ACCESS RESEARCH.—The Centers
shall provide open access to the research
findings of the Centers.

(d) REPORTS.—

(1) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF CEN-
TERS.—Not later than one year after the date
of the establishment of the Centers under
subsection (b), the Secretary, in coordina-
tion with the Centers, shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
describing—

(A) the establishment of the Centers; and

(B) the activities of the Centers since the
date on which the Centers were established.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date on which the report under
paragraph (1) is submitted, and annually
thereafter until the date on which the Cen-
ters are terminated under subsection (e), the
Secretary, in coordination with the Centers,
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shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report describing—

(A) the activities of the Centers during the
year covered by the report; and

(B) any policy, research, or funding rec-
ommendations relating to the purposes or
activities of the Centers.

(e) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Centers shall terminate on October 1,
2034.

(2) EXTENSION.—If the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Administrator, deter-
mines that the continued operation of the
Centers beyond the date described in para-
graph (1) is necessary to advance science and
technologies to address perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substance contamination—

(A) the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress—

(i) a notification of that determination;
and

(ii) a description of the funding necessary
for the Centers to continue in operation and
fulfill their purpose; and

(B) subject to the availability of funds,
may extend the duration of the Centers for
such time as the Secretary determines to be
appropriate.

(f) FUNDING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated to the Department of
Defense for the Strategic Environmental Re-
search and Development Program and the
Environmental Security Technology Certifi-
cation Program of the Department of De-
fense, $25,000,000 shall be made available to
carry out this section in increments of
$2,500,000 in each of fiscal years 2027 through
2036.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts
made available under paragraph (1) shall re-
main available to the Centers for the pur-
poses specified in that paragraph until Sep-
tember 30, 2036.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.—Not more than
four percent of the amounts made available
to the Centers under paragraph (1) shall be
used for the administrative costs of carrying
out this section by the Secretary.

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

(2) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term the ‘‘appropriate commit-
tees of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of
the House of Representatives.

(3) ELIGIBLE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY.—The
term ‘‘eligible research university’” means
an institution of higher education that—

(A) has annual research expenditures of
not less than $750,000,000; and

(B) is located near a population center of
not fewer than 5,000,000 individuals.

(4) ELIGIBLE RURAL UNIVERSITY.—The term
‘‘eligible rural university’ means an institu-
tion of higher education that is—

(A) located in one of the five States with
the lowest population density as determined
by data from the most recent census;

(B) a member of the National Security In-
novation Network in the Rocky Mountain
Region; and

(C) in proximity to the geographic center
of the United States, as determined by the
Secretary.

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education’ has
the meaning given that term in section
101(a) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1001(a)).
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(6) NATIONAL LABORATORY.—The term ‘‘Na-
tional Laboratory’ has the meaning given
the term in section 2 of the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 15801).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Defense.

‘“‘Secretary’’

SA 2994. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON RUSSIA’S
ILLEGAL ABDUCTION OF UKRAINIAN

CHILDREN.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing:

(1) Since the Russian Federation’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
the Russian Federation military forces and
the Government of the Russian Federation
have abducted, forcibly transferred, or facili-
tated the illegal deportation of at least 20,000
Ukrainian children.

(2) The Russian Federation’s abduction,
forcible transfer, and facilitation of the ille-
gal deportation of Ukrainian children has
left countless children and families with dev-
astating physical and psychological trauma.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that Congress—

(1) condemns the Russian Federation’s ab-
duction, forcible transfer, and facilitation of
the illegal deportation of Ukrainian chil-
dren; and

(2) implores the Russian Federation to
work with the international community to
ensure the return, without delay, of all forc-
ibly transferred Ukrainian children to their
families.

SA 2995. Ms. DUCKWORTH (for her-
self, Mr. Kim, Mr. KELLY, Mr. GALLEGO,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KAINE, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. BOOKER, and
Mr. DURBIN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. REINSTATEMENT ELIGIBILITY FOR

VETERAN FEDERAL EMPLOYEES; EX-
ECUTIVE AGENCY REPORTS ON RE-
MOVAL OF VETERANS.

(a) ELIGIBILITY FOR REINSTATEMENT.—ANy
individual who is a veteran and who was in-
voluntarily removed or otherwise dismissed
without cause from a position in the civil
service during the period beginning on Janu-
ary 20, 2025, and ending on the date of the en-
actment of this Act shall be eligible for rein-
statement to such position or any other posi-
tion in the civil service for which the indi-
vidual is qualified.

(b) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 90 days thereafter until January
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20, 2029, the head of each Executive agency
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on former em-
ployees of such agency who are veterans and
were removed or otherwise dismissed from
the agency.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The total number of former employees
of the agency who are veterans and were re-
moved or otherwise dismissed from the agen-
cy during the period covered by the report.

(B) The reason for each such removal or
dismissal.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate;
and

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives.

(2) CIVIL SERVICE.—The term ‘‘civil serv-
ice”” has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 2101 of title 5, United States Code.

(3) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’” has the meaning given that
term in section 105 of title 5, United States
Code.

(4) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

SA 2996. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2 . MULTIGENERATIONAL IMPACT OF
TOXIC EXPOSURES.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Of the
amount appropriated by this title under the
heading ‘“CoST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES
FUND”’, not less than $10,000,000 shall be
available to establish an agreement with the
Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease
Registry to conduct a literature review on
the health effects of decedents of members of
the Armed Forces and veterans who were ex-
posed to toxic substances in line of duty.

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Pursuant to an agree-
ment established as described in subsection
(a), the Agency for Toxic Substance and Dis-
ease Registry shall

(1) identify and conduct research to explore
the association between the health condi-
tions of descendants of members of the
Armed Forces and veterans and specific mili-
tary toxic exposures; and

(2) establish a publicly available website
with information on the activities and find-
ings of the Agency.

SA 2997. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
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SEC. 2. OVERSIGHT OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS STAFFING.

(a) DEFERRED RESIGNATION PROGRAMS, VOL-
UNTARY EARLY RETIREMENT, REDUCTION IN
FORCE, AND SIMILAR ACTIONS.—

(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committee on Appropriations
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on any deferred resignation programs or
offers, voluntary early retirement, reduction
in force, or any similar actions taken by the
Department since January 1, 2025.

(2) CONTENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The report submitted
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include the
number of employees of the Department who
accepted an offer pursuant to an action de-
scribed in paragraph (1) and what each offer
entailed, disaggregated by State, veteran
status, disabled veteran status, office within
the Department, General Schedule or Wage
Grade level, and whether the position of the
employee has been backfilled.

(B) SES EMPLOYEES.—For any employee of
the Department in the Senior Executive
Service who accepted an offer pursuant to an
action described in paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall list in the report the individual
titles and lengths of service at the Depart-
ment.

(C) CosTs.—The report submitted pursuant
to paragraph (1) shall set forth the costs to
the Department for administration and pay-
outs for each program or action described in
subsection (a).

(b) STAFFING GOALS AND STAFFING LEVELS
OF VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.—NoOt
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and not less frequently than
once every quarter thereafter, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives quarterly updates on staff-
ing goals and current staff levels of the Vet-
erans Health Administration, disaggregated
by Veterans Integrated Services Network,
including the number of positions filled or
removed in each of the following categories
and the number of contracted positions in
each of the following categories: physicians,
dentists, registered nurses, licensed practical
nurses, nurse assistants, non-physician pro-
viders, medical support assistants, and HUD-
VASH case managers.

SA 2998. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:

SEC. 2 . EXPANSION OF VETSUCCESS ON CAM-
PUS PROGRAM.

The amount appropriated by this title
under the heading ‘‘READJUSTMENT BENE-
FITS” is increased by $15,000,000, with the
amount of the increase to be available to ex-
pand the VetSuccess On Campus program by
hiring VetSuccessOn Campus program coun-
selors, with priority provided to schools in
States in which such program has no coun-
selors.

SA 2999. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
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proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
SEC. 2 . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON DEPART-

MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AS-
SESSMENT OF SCIENTIFIC LIT-
ERATURE AND HISTORICAL CLAIMS
DATA REGARDING MEDICAL CONDI-
TIONS ASSOCIATED WITH CERTAIN
MILITARY SERVICE.

It is the sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs should complete its
assessment of scientific literature and his-
torical claims data regarding medical condi-
tions associated with the military environ-
mental exposure to radiation and other toxic
substances at Camp Stronghold Freedom in
Karshi-Khanabad (K2) in Uzbekistan.

SA 3000. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . No funds appropriated by this
title shall be used to reduce staffing, limit
hours of operation, decrease training oppor-
tunities, curb access to relevant information
technology systems, or otherwise reduce the
capacity of the Veterans Crisis Line estab-
lished under section 1720F(h) of title 38,
United States Code, to respond to and pro-
vide resources to veterans in crisis.

SA 3001. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2 . LIMITATION ON ACCESS TO VETERAN
AND DEPARTMENT INFORMATION,
SYSTEMS, AND DATA.

(a) LIMITATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
57 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end of the following new
section:

“§5729. Limitations on access to certain in-
formation, systems, and data

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not
allow any individual to use, exercise admin-
istrative control over, or otherwise access
any Department information technology sys-
tem, health or benefits data repository, con-
tracting information, financial system,
record system, or other relevant system, or
any data from any such system, unless—

‘(1) such individual is an officer, employee,
or contractor of the Department; and

‘(2) in the case of an individual not de-
scribed in paragraph (1)—

‘“(A) such individual holds a security clear-
ance at the appropriate level with respect to
such system or data and such clearance was
granted pursuant to the procedures estab-
lished under section 801 of the National Se-
curity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3161);
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“(B) such individual’s access to such sys-
tem or data, or use thereof, does not con-
stitute a violation of section 208 of title 18
(determined after the application of sub-
section (b));

“(C) such individual is not a special Gov-
ernment employee (as defined in section 202
of title 18);

‘(D) such individual’s current continuous
service in the civil service (as that term is
defined in section 2101 of title 5) as of the
date of such access is for a period of not less
than one year;

‘“(E) such individual has completed any re-
quired training or compliance procedures
with respect to privacy laws, cybersecurity
regulations, national security regulations,
and best practices; and

“(F) has signed a written ethics agreement
with either the senior career Designated
Agency Ethics Official of the Department, or
the most senior career official within the Of-
fice of Government Ethics.

‘“(b) TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE
NOT OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES OF EXECUTIVE
BRANCH OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.—(1) Any
individual who accesses any system or data
described in subsection (a) who is not other-
wise an officer or employee of the executive
branch of the Federal Government shall be
treated as an employee of the executive
branch of the United States Government for
purposes of section 208 of title 18.

‘(2) For purposes of such section 208, exer-
cise of administrative control or stopping,
canceling, adjusting, holding, rejecting,
changing, or otherwise impacting any pay-
ment or data in any Department system,
data repository, or other similar location,
shall be considered personal and substantial
participation as a Government officer or em-
ployee in a particular matter.

‘‘(c) DEFINITION OF OTHER RELEVANT SYS-
TEM.—In this section, the term ‘other rel-
evant system’ means any data, system, con-
nection, database, repository, or any other
tangible thing of the Department that stores
information of the Department, veterans,
surviving spouses, caregivers, or other re-
cipients of health care or benefits under laws
administered by the Secretary, including
health data, personally identifiable informa-
tion, protected health information, burial
data information, contract data, the Cor-
porate Data Warehouse of the Department,
data regarding benefits provided to veterans,
financial transaction and bank information,
Department of Veterans Affairs Integrated
Enterprise Workflow Solution system and
data, payroll information, research and de-
velopment data, and data that is part of the
Million Veteran Program.”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 57 of
such title is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 5728 the following new section:

¢“5729. Limitations on access to certain infor-
mation, systems, and data.”.

(b) DELETION OF IMPROPERLY OBTAINED
DATA.—In any action brought against the
Department of Veterans Affairs or a recipi-
ent agency or other recipient in a court of
competent jurisdiction for a violation of sub-
section (b) or (e) of section 552a of title 5,
United States Code, the court may order the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the recipient
agency, or other recipient to delete records
improperly disclosed or maintained in a sys-
tem of records in violation of the rules and
regulations set out pursuant to such section.

(¢) REMOVAL OF CONNECTIONS.—Not later
than 15 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall remove any information technology
connection between the Department and any
entity not in compliance with the provisions
of this section or section 5729 of title 38,
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United States Code, as added by subsection
(a).

SA 3002. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . INCREASE OF MAXIMUM AGE FOR
CHILDREN ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICAL
CARE UNDER CHAMPVA PROGRAM.

(a) INCREASE.—Subsection (c) of section
1781 of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

‘“(¢)(1) Notwithstanding clauses (i) and (iii)
of section 101(4)(A) of this title and except as
provided in paragraph (2), for purposes of
this section, a child is eligible for benefits
under subsection (a) until the child’s 26th
birthday, regardless of the child’s marital
status.

‘“(2) This subsection shall not be construed
to limit eligibility for benefits under sub-
section (a) of a child described in section
101(4)(A)(ii) of this title.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (c) of
such section, as amended by subsection (a),
shall apply with respect to medical care pro-
vided under such section on or after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SA 3003. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF

FUNDS FOR ANNOUNCING OR FINAL-
IZING CHANGES TO SCHEDULE OF
DISABILITY RATINGS.

None of the amounts appropriated by this
title may be obligated or expended to an-
nounce or finalize a change to the schedule
or ratings of reductions in earning capacity
adopted and applied under section 1155 of
title 38, United States Code, until the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs has submitted to
the Committee on Appropriations and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Appropriations
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives proper notifica-
tion of the specific change.

SA 3004. Mr. BLUMENTHAL sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by him to the bill H.R. 3944,
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of title II, add the following:
SEC. 2 . LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF

FUNDS FOR CANCELING LARGE CON-
TRACTS.

None of the amounts appropriated by this
title may be obligated or expended to cancel
a contract with a value that exceeds
$10,000,000 until the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs has submitted to the Committee on
Appropriations and the Committee on Vet-
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erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
resentatives an advance notification and
written explanation of contingency plans to
replace the relevant service.

SA 3005. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the resolution S. Res. 81, calling
on the United Kingdom, France, and
Germany (E3) to initiate the snapback
of sanctions on Iran under United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2231
(2015); which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; as fol-
lows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas, on June 22, 2025, the TUnited
States launched a series of strikes against
Iranian nuclear facilities using B-2 stealth
bombers and an Ohio-class submarine;

Whereas, on June 23, 2025, Iran retaliated
by launching 14 ballistic missiles at Al Udeid
Air Base in Qatar, the largest United States
military base in the region;

Whereas United States strikes on Iran risk
Iranian decisionmakers concluding that a
nuclear weapon is needed to serve as a deter-
rent to further attacks;

Whereas sanctions are regularly ineffective
at altering an adversary’s behavior in a man-
ner favorable to United States interests;

Whereas sanctions are frequently dev-
astating to the well-being of the civilian
population and strategically counter-
productive, rallying the civilian population
behind the government in opposition to for-
eign interference; and

Whereas ongoing United States-Iran ten-
sions risk further military escalation and di-
vert finite United States resources from
other pressing domestic and international
concerns: Now, therefore, be it

SA 3006. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the resolution S. Res. 81, calling
on the United Kingdom, France, and
Germany (E3) to initiate the snapback
of sanctions on Iran under United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 2231
(2015); which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations; as fol-
lows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: ““That the Senate—

(1) supports the de-escalation of tensions
between the United States and Iran;

(2) affirms that stable relations between
the United States and Iran are in the United
States national interest;

(3) seeks a peaceful resolution to concerns
regarding Iran’s nuclear program; and

(4) urges the Trump Administration to
prioritize diplomacy with Iran over Kkinetic
conflict.

SA 3007. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2977 submitted by
Ms. CoLLINS and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 75, line 21, strike ‘“‘programs.’” and
insert ‘‘programs; and, $709,573,000 shall be
made available for opioid prevention and
treatment programs.”’.
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SA 3008. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2977 submitted by
Ms. CoLLINS and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 75, line 21, strike ‘‘programs.’” and
insert ‘‘programs; and, $36,879,000 shall be
made available for the Intimate Partner Vio-
lence Assistance Program.”’.

SA 3009. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
to amendment SA 2977 submitted by
Ms. CoLLINS and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC.2  .REPORT ON THE USE OF THIRD-PARTY
CONTRACTORS TO CONDUCT MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS OF
VETERANS FOR PURPOSES OF OB-
TAINING DISABILITY COMPENSA-
TION.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committee on Appropriations
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Appropria-
tions and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the use of third-party contractors to
conduct medical disability examinations of
veterans for purposes of obtaining disability
compensation.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) The number of contractors used in each
State to conduct disability compensation ex-
aminations.

(2) Contract performance and quality
measures.

(3) The average miles a veteran is required
to travel to attend a contract medical dis-
ability examination, disaggregated by State.

(4) The average wait time for an individual
to receive an examination.

(5) A description of the process at the De-
partment for handling complaints of vet-
erans about their experience with a con-
tracted medical disability examiner.

SA 3010. Mr. WARNOCK (for himself
and Mr. OSSOFF) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2026 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle E of title III, add the
following:

SEC. 350. NAMING OF CERTAIN ASSETS OF THE

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN THE
STATE OF GEORGIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,

)
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the Secretary of Defense shall implement
the naming recommendations for assets of
the Department of Defense in the State of
Georgia that were adopted by the Commis-
sion.

(b) PROHIBITION RELATING TO OVERRIDING
RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Secretary of De-
fense may not change the name of an asset of
the Department of Defense in the State of
Georgia that was adopted by the Commission
to any name other than the name that was
adopted.

(c) COMMISSION DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘“‘Commission” means the commis-
sion established under section 370(b) of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 113 note).

SA 3011. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoOLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title I of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . No amounts may be obligated
for the purpose of changing the name of an
asset of the Department of Defense in the
State of Georgia that was adopted by the
commission established under section 370(b)
of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (Public Law 116-283; 10 U.S.C. 113 note)
to any name other than the name that was
adopted.

SA 3012. Mr. WARNOCK submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoOLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2 . FUNDING FOR OFFICE OF EQUITY AS-
SURANCE.

Of the amount appropriated by this title
under the heading ‘‘GENERAL ADMINISTRA-
TION” and available of the Office of the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, not less than
$2,000,000 shall be available to operate the Of-
fice of Equity Assurance.

SA 3013. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 74, line 21, strike ‘‘programs.’”’ and
insert ‘“‘programs; and, $6,356,000,000 shall be
made available for telehealth for veterans.”.

SA 3014. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
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CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2. REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS REPROGRAMMING
OR REALLOCATION OF FUNDS.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to Congress a re-
port that details all reprogramming or re-
allocations of funds within the Department
of Veterans Affairs since January 20, 2025, in-
cluding—

(1) the amount and account from which
funds were reprogrammed or reallocated;

(2) the amount and account to which funds
were reprogrammed or reallocated; and

(3) the office within the Department that
approved the reprogramming or reallocation.

SA 3015. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON REMOVAL OF
OIL FROM SUNKEN WORLD WAR II
VESSELS IN WATERS NEAR THE FED-
ERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
AND THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a significant environmental
threat posed by World War II-era sunken
Japanese warships, including three oil tank-
ers, located in the waters near the Federated
States of Micronesia and the Republic of
Palau;

(2) such sunken vessels contain an esti-
mated 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 gallons of oil, or
approximately the equivalent of %5 of the
Exxon Valdez oil tanker spill in 1989; and

(3) as such sunken vessels continue to dete-
riorate, small amounts of o0il are already
leaking, threatening to cause an ecological
disaster that could negatively impact United
States military activities, the marine eco-
system, and surrounding communities.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Commander of the
United States Indo-Pacific Command and the
head of any other relevant Federal depart-
ment or agency, as appropriate, shall con-
duct a comprehensive study on the feasi-
bility and advisability of removing oil from
the World War II-era sunken tankers, includ-
ing an analysis of the cost, logistical re-
quirements, environmental risks, and poten-
tial methods for removing the oil from the
tankers.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2026, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report on
the findings of the study conducted under
paragraph (1).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
subparagraph (A) shall include the following:
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(i) An assessment of the operational and
environmental risks posed by the oil remain-
ing in the sunken tankers and warships, in-
cluding current leakage and the potential
impacts of a major spill.

(ii) An evaluation of the cost, logistical
challenges, and technical approaches for
safely extracting or containing oil from the
shipwrecks.

(iii) A review of ongoing and planned ef-
forts by the United States and international
partners addressing such matter.

(iv) Recommendations on next steps, in-
cluding resource needs, interagency and
international cooperation, and timelines for
potential remediation efforts.

SA 3016. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. 2 . REPORT ON COST OF DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS RETURN TO
IN-OFFICE WORK POLICY.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to Congress a re-
port that details—

(1) the costs incurred by the Department of
Veterans Affairs to carry out the Depart-
ment’s return to in-office work policy, in-
cluding past and projected costs associated
with obtaining additional office space and
modifications to existing space, provision of
relocation incentives, and transit subsidies
and reimbursements;

(2) the number of staff commuting two or
more hours each way to comply with the De-
partment’s return to in-office work policy;
and

(3) the number of staff working in Federal
facilities not owned or leased by the Depart-
ment as a result of the Department’s return
to in-office work policy.

SA 3017. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able in this title shall be used to prohibit a
woman veteran from accessing abortion
services or abortion counseling if determined
medically necessary by a health care profes-
sional when the life or the health of the
pregnant woman would be endangered if the
pregnancy were continued or if the preg-
nancy is the result of an act of rape or in-
cest.

SA 3018. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2976 submitted by Ms.
CoLLINS and intended to be proposed to
the bill H.R. 3944, making appropria-
tions for military construction, the De-
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partment of Veterans Affairs, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . Not later than 60 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
Congress a report describing—

(1) clinical trials facilitated by or funded
by the Department of Veterans Affairs that
have been cancelled, suspended, or disrupted
since January 20, 2025;

(2) the number of veterans estimated to
participate in or enrolled in each trial can-
celled, suspended, or disrupted since January
20, 2025;

(3) clinical trials cancelled, suspended, or
disrupted since January 20, 2025, due to re-
searchers participating in the deferred res-
ignation program or voluntary early retire-
ment authority program of the Department
or being terminated;

(4) staff terminated or suspended due to
the cancellation, suspension, or disruption of
a clinical trial since January 20, 2025; and

(5) costs incurred by the Department due
to the cancellation, suspension, or disruption
of a clinical trial since January 20, 2025, in-
cluding costs associated with the restarting
of suspended or disrupted trials.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I have
fourteen requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 3 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 10:30
a.m., to consider nominations.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on nomi-
nations.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and

Public Works is authorized to meet
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during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
23, 2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
23, 2025, to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
23, 2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at
2 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 23,
2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, July
23, 2025, at 4 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 23, 2025, at 3 p.m., to conduct
a closed briefing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
The Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
July 23, 2025, at 3 p.m., to conduct a
hearing.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
members from my personal office and
the Senate Finance Committee teams
be granted floor privileges for the re-
mainder of the Congress: Sara
Korniewicz, Sabina Lee, William
Wyden, Gabriel Ritter, and Jackson
McFadyen-Ray.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL
VISITOR CENTER FOR A CERE-
MONY TO PRESENT THE CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS
AWARDED UNDER THE HARLEM
HELLFIGHTERS CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 39, which was re-
ceive from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 39)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medals
awarded under the Harlem Hellfighters Con-
gressional Gold Medal Act.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res 39) was agreed to.

———

HONORING THE DEEP AND ENDUR-
ING FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE
KINGDOM OF DENMARK AND THE
UNITED STATES ON THE OCCA-
SION OF DANISH CONSTITUTION
DAY CELEBRATIONS

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration and
the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 267.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 267) honoring the deep
and enduring friendship between the King-
dom of Denmark and the United States on
the occasion of Danish Constitution Day
celebrations.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 10, 2025,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

267) was

—————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 24,
2025
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on Thurs-
day, July 24; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, morning business be closed,
and the Senate proceed to executive
session and resume consideration of
Calendar No. 131, Matthew Lohmeier,
postcloture; further, that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate vote on
confirmation of the Lohmeier nomina-
tion at 11:30 a.m.; and if cloture is then
invoked on Executive Calendar No. 87,
Richard Topping, all postcloture time
be expired at 1:45 p.m. and the Senate
vote on confirmation; finally, if cloture
is invoked on the Bove nomination, all
postcloture time be expired and the
Senate vote on confirmation at a time
to be determined by the majority lead-
er in consultation with the Democratic
leader no earlier than Monday, July 28.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it stand adjourned
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 9:11 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
July 24, 2025, at 10 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general

COL. KIMBERLY A. MCCUE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general

COL. WILLIAM J. CREEDEN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. TERRENCE A. ADAMS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. JENNIFER HAMMERSTEDT
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be colonel

MICHAEL R. BARTON
WILLIAM K. ROGERS
KIRK V. THORSTEINSON

IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant commander

BRYAN J. LAROCHE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be lieutenant commander
PHUONG T. PHAM
IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES
SPACE FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major
TRVIN A. GEORGE, JR.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 23, 2025:
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

AARON SZABO, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

ARIELLE ROTH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR COMMU-
NICATIONS AND INFORMATION.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

JOHN HURLEY, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR TERRORISM AND FINANCIAL CRIMES.

THE JUDICIARY

ZACHARY M. BLUESTONE, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MISSOURI.
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