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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FINE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 22, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RANDY
FINE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

FEDERAL RESERVE
INDEPENDENCE

(Ms. PELOSI of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of one of the
bedrock principles of our economy: the
independence of the Federal Reserve
Board.

For more than a century, the Federal
Reserve has served as a cornerstone of
the economic system of our country,
tasked with safeguarding price sta-
bility, maximizing employment, and

preserving the health of our economy,
independent from political pressure, in-
sulated from partisanship, and rooted
in data and discipline.

When I first came to Congress, Mr.
Speaker, I was a member of what was
then called the Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Committee, now the Fi-
nancial Services Committee. At that
committee, as it is today under the
new name, we heard from the Chair of
the Fed on the specific amount of time
required by Congress on two subjects.
According to the Humphrey-Hawkins
law, they would report to us on infla-
tion and employment/unemployment,
and that was part of the purview in
their communication with Congress
that was required on a regular basis.

I heard one of the Chairs of the Fed
say unemployment is dangerously low.
It scared me to death. How could it be?
He was reporting as to its impact on
inflation. That was when I was a new
Member.

When I was Speaker, our Members
said frequently: Why don’t we have the
Fed be more accountable to us?

I said: It has to be independent. They
have their own funding. They don’t
have to depend on us for that because
their independence is essential.

Any of us who had economics in col-
lege or beyond knows that independ-
ence of the Fed is essential to the re-
spect that our country commands in
terms of our own economy throughout
the world. The Chairman of the Fed is
the Chair of the central bank and
serves as the Chair of the central banks
globally. It can’t be a party hack. It
can’t be somebody who is there because
the President wants to create interest
rates. That is not what the President’s
job is, to create interest rates. It is the
Federal Reserve Board that does that.
It is really important.

I come to you on this day to say this
because of the rumors that we hear of
the flirtation with making the Fed just
a handmaiden of the Presidency. It

would be wrong to do. It would be
wrong to do, and we would be viewed
disrespectfully if we were ever to go
down that path.

Now, this comes at a time when we
are observing the 15th anniversary of
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act. As some
of us here know who served with Bar-
ney Frank, he was the chair of the then
Financial Services Committee and a
master of his agenda there. Senator
Dodd from Connecticut was on the Sen-
ate side with that.

It was necessary, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of what was happening in the fi-
nancial community. I mean, it was
awful. It was horrible. We all know
that in September of 2008, we were told
that our financial system was melting
down. It was doing so because of—well,
I have written about it in my book, and
I won’t go through the whole thing
right now—what was happening ter-
ribly in the financial system by the
banks and financial institutions.

What happened? Millions of people
lost money, trillions of dollars from
the wealth of the country. Millions of
people losing their jobs, so many losing
their homes, losing their savings, and
the rest. Therefore, this bill was nec-
essary.

Of course, after the bill was passed
and to this day, still the banks and
other financial institutions try to un-
dermine it and weaken it. The Volcker
Rule, named for a former Chair of the
Fed, was a provision in Dodd-Frank re-
lating to the security of our economic
system.

These notions that they are putting
forth of making the Fed Chair a party
hack is just so very wrong. I will just
say this, again: In school you probably
learned of fiscal policy, and that is
what the Congress of the United States
does. We create the budget of the
United States. Fiscal policy is here,
and monetary policy is at the Fed, es-
tablishing the rates in terms of relat-
ing to inflation.
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Let’s rid ourselves, disabuse our-
selves of notions. Instead, we need seri-
ous ideas about how to make our econ-
omy work for the American people.

————

HONORING MARTIN L. GRABER

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS of Iowa was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to announce I am intro-
ducing legislation to designate the
United States Postal Service facility
located at 1019 Avenue H in Fort Madi-
son, Iowa, as the Martin L. Graber Post
Office.

Martin served our country for 32
years in the Iowa National Guard. He
was a devoted public servant, a prin-
cipled legislator, and a man of deep
faith who lived to serve others. He al-
ways put southeast Iowa first and made
everyone around him feel seen, heard,
and valued.

Alongside his beloved wife, Coni,
Martin helped lead one of Fort Madi-
son’s most iconic traditions and
events, the Tri-City Rodeo. Together,
they were the heart and soul of that
event, which draws visitors from not
only across the region and the tristate
area, but across the country, and it
showcases the best of our community.

Their dedication to the rodeo reflects
the same commitment they brought to
everything they touched—family, serv-
ice, and community.

I thank Coni, their daughters, and
granddaughters for sharing Martin
with all of us. His legacy of service and
leadership in Lee County, and in Fort
Madison in particular, has left a mark
that won’t fade. Naming the Fort
Madison Post Office in his honor is a
small but lasting tribute to a man who
gave so much to the place he loved.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say
happy birthday to Blake Dickerson and
wish him a very wonderful day. Happy
birthday, Blake.

———

HONORING U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST
JAVIER VILLANUEVA

(Mr. KENNEDY of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of U.S. Army Specialist
Javier Villanueva, a patriot, a son, a
husband, a father, and an American
hero.

Javier Villanueva lived a life defined
by character, integrity, and selfless-
ness. These values were instilled in him
from an early age, especially by his fa-
ther, U.S. Army veteran Wilfredo Ri-
vera.

During a recent visit to Puerto Rico,
I had the honor of meeting with
Wilfredo, and we spoke about the ex-
traordinary young man Javier was. We
talked about his moral compass, his
commitment to service, and the
strength that shaped his life and sac-
rifice.
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In 2003, Javier followed in his father’s
footsteps and joined the Army where
he served with distinction in Company
H, 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry. He was
later deployed to Iraq where he served
with honor until his life was tragically
cut short on November 24, 2005.

0 1010

Mr. Speaker, Javier embodied the
very best of who we are as a nation. His
sacrifice is a solemn reminder that the
freedoms we hold dear come at an im-
mense cost. He gave everything for
people he would never meet and for
ideals we must never take for granted.

Javier is survived by his wife,
Felicia; daughter, Taliyah; his parents,
Christine and Wilfredo; his brothers,
Command Sergeant Major Wilfredo Ri-
vera and Chief Warrant Officer 3 Carlos
Rivera.

As a member of the House Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, I carry stories
like Javier’s with me every day. They
remind me of the sacred obligation we
have to support every veteran who
comes home and honor every fallen
hero with the dignity that they have
earned.

Specialist Villanueva’s courage, lead-
ership, and selflessness will never be
forgotten. May Javier Villanueva rest
in peace. May God protect his family.
May God bless the United States of
America.

HONORING JAMES M. KAPSIAK

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the ex-
traordinary life and legacy of James M.
Kapsiak, a proud Buffalonian, a de-
voted educator, and a beloved pillar of
our community, whose life was defined
by service.

Jim was the embodiment of selfless-
ness, whether in the classroom, on the
basketball court, or in the pews of his
church. After earning his master’s de-
gree from the University of Buffalo,
Jim dedicated 33 years to Emerson Vo-
cational High School where he taught
physical education, health, and com-
puter technology.

Outside the classroom, Jim was a
leader on the court and the field,
coaching numerous sports at Emerson
and leaving a lasting legacy as a proud
coach of the girls’ basketball team.

With every student, he brought pa-
tience and compassion, meeting them
where they were and helping them to
grow. His passion reflected a deep com-
mitment to helping young people build
confidence, discipline, and a belief in
themselves that would carry them
through life.

Jim’s service didn’t stop at the
school doors. He served with distinc-
tion as a representative for the Buffalo
Teachers Federation and remained ac-
tive in civic life through his work at
the Erie County Voter Registration Of-
fice.

As a deacon, mentor, coach, and
friend, Jim gave his time and heart
generously to those around him. Above
all else, he was a family man. He is sur-
vived by his devoted wife, Mary Ruth;
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his children, Jennifer and Bradford;
and his grandsons, Noah, Aiden, and
Blake. Each are a testament to his love
and his legacy.

Jim’s decades of service were rooted
in love for his community, and his im-
pact will be felt for generations. On be-
half of our entire western New York
community and a grateful nation, may
Jim Kapsiak rest in peace.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF SARAH
DOXEY

(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington
was recognized to address the House for
5 minutes.)

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of Sarah
Doxey, a devoted wife, mother, and re-
spected healthcare leader in Spokane,
whose life was tragically taken last
week while out for her morning jog.

Sarah served as chief operating offi-
cer of CHAS Health and spent her ca-
reer lifting up others. From her work
at Providence to CHAS and beyond, she
led with vision, compassion, and a deep
commitment to her community. She
made a lasting impact on healthcare in
eastern Washington.

Sarah is survived by her husband,
Erick, and her two teenage children.
Their loss is unimaginable. It is a loss
felt deeply by the entire Spokane com-
munity. May her memory live on in the
lives she touched.

FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA INSPIRE THE
NEXT GENERATION OF AGRICULTURAL LEADERS

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker,
last week I had the privilege of meet-
ing with a group of outstanding stu-
dents from the Washington Future
Farmers of America.

These young leaders come from di-
verse agricultural backgrounds: one
from a grain farming family, one a
dedicated cattle showman, and one an
experienced horse rider. All are deeply
rooted in rural Washington.

Our conversation highlighted how
growing up in farming communities
shapes their values. With hard work,
responsibility, and a strong connection
to the land, their experiences Kkeep
them grounded and committed to pre-
serving the future of agriculture.

The Future Farmers of America
plays a critical role in educating and
inspiring the next generation of agri-
cultural leaders. It was inspiring to
hear firsthand how these students are
embracing that responsibility with hu-
mility, passion, and purpose.

I truly valued our conversation and
look forward to strengthening this con-
nection and championing the FAA’s
mission to inspire and empower the
next generation of agricultural leaders.

HONORING BRYAN BRAMAN

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to remember and honor
Bryan Braman, a true Spokane legend,
whose life was as inspiring as it was
beautiful. It was a long way from his
tough upbringing in eastern Wash-
ington.



July 22, 2025

Bryan was born in Spokane’s
Hillyard neighborhood. Along with his
sisters, he was raised alone by their
mother, Tina Braman-Fields, after
their father abandoned them.

His childhood in Hillyard, Cheney,
and north Spokane was marked by in-
stability and hardship including peri-
ods of homelessness. Despite these
challenges, Bryan’s deep Spokane roots
and the strength of his family shaped a
resilient young man determined to rise
above adversity. That determination
would go on to define his life and his
career.

Bryan attended Shadle Park High
School where he was an outstanding
track and field athlete before deciding
to join the football team. With excep-
tional athletic talent and unwavering
resilience, he conquered every obstacle
in his life, ultimately rising to promi-
nence as an NFL linebacker and earn-
ing a Superbowl ring with the Philadel-
phia Eagles in 2018.

Known for his relentless spirit and
generosity, even in his final days,
Bryan rallied family and friends for a
joyful ice cream night during the final
stages of his battle with cancer.

His spirit was and remains unbreak-
able. Bryan passed away last week, but
his legacy lives on in his daughters,
Blakely and Marlowe; his family; and
all who were fortunate to know him.

Spokane is proud to call Bryan
Braman one of its own, and his beau-
tiful life will continue to inspire us all.

——————

AND STILL I RISE

(Mr. GREEN of Texas was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise today to speak truth to
power, as well as speak truth about
power. I rise to speak truth about what
is happening to the Palestinians in
Gaza.

I rise to ask: What do we call it when
we have a group of people who are
being denied food and denied the very
essence and necessities of life? What do
we call it when their homes are being
destroyed, when their schools are being
destroyed, and when their churches and
their infrastructure are being de-
stroyed? What do we call it when we do
this to them as a group? We call it col-
lective punishment. It is called collec-
tive punishment, Mr. Speaker.

What do we call it when we have a
group of people who are being pushed
around, pushed from one end of Gaza to
the other? What do we call it when
they are literally being slaughtered as
they are seeking food? What do we call
it when people say that they ought to
be removed from their land? We call it
ethnic cleansing, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, what do we call when it
appears to me that there is a deliberate
and systemic effort to destroy in whole
or in part the Palestinian people? What
do we call it when we destroy them in
whole or in part?

We are witnessing before our very
eyes, Mr. Speaker, genocide in Gaza,
and we say nothing.
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I am amazed at how this country
that stands for liberty and justice for
all, this country that has a Statue of
Liberty, how this country can see what
is happening in Gaza and not call it
what it is.

There is a fear among us. We refuse
to speak truth to power. We refuse to
speak truth about power. Today, I am
going to do it. I am doing it because
these are precious babies that are being
slaughtered.

We see the bodies. We see the homes.
We see the infrastructure. We say noth-
ing. Who are we? What is wrong with
us? What is going on? Here is what is
going on.
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We have an authoritarian leader who
is supporting another authoritarian
leader. Our President and the Prime
Minister of Israel are working to-
gether, and they are doing this. Our
President said there would be hell to
pay if they did not move or if they did
not surrender—not in those exact
words, but that was his intentionality.
He is talking about the people of Gaza.

I am not talking about Hamas. They
did a dastardly deed. What Hamas did
can never be justified. They were
wrong, but you can’t justify what is
happening in Israel right now. It is col-
lective punishment. It is ethnic cleans-
ing, and it is genocide.

Mr. President, Donald John Trump, I
say to you, Mr. President, you have
been trying to hide from this, but, Mr.
President, you can’t hide. I charge you
with genocide.

Mr. Netanyahu, you are the perpe-
trator. I charge you with genocide.

Also, I want this Congress to know
that, yes, I voted against sending any
additional monies to Israel for muni-
tions. I voted against it. This genocide
is going to continue until we have the
courage to say no more—no more
money to kill babies, no more money
to say you are going to move people
and create some sort of riviera on the
Mediterranean, no more.

I will not vote for any more money.
I stand where I stand. I said what I
said, and I mean what I mean.

We cannot, as a great nation, con-
tinue to stand silent as we see collec-
tive punishment, ethnic cleansing, and
genocide in Gaza committed against
people and children.

We can’t stand silent. History will
not be kind to us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

—————

HONORING DAWSON THOMPSON

(Mr. EzELL of Mississippi was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, if you have
ever played the game of golf in the
Mississippi heat, you know the game
gives nothing away. The course doesn’t
care about your story, but every now
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and then, someone comes along who
plays the game with so much heart, so
much resolve, it demands our respect.

Dawson Thompson is one of those
people. Raised in Pascagoula and born
with achondroplasia, Dawson never
asked for shortcuts. Even after sur-
geries, even when given permission to
ride a cart, he walked every hole every
round because that is what his com-
petitors were doing and because that is
who Dawson is.

Earlier this month, Dawson com-
peted in the U.S. Adaptive Open, one of
the most competitive and inspiring
stages in golf. He carried not just his
clubs but the hopes of a town, a State,
and anyone who has ever been told a
dream was out of reach.

Mr. Speaker, Dawson Thompson
didn’t just represent Pascagoula, Mis-
sissippi, with pride. He showed the Na-
tion what quiet strength and true per-
severance look like.

I am proud to congratulate Dawson
on his remarkable achievement, and I
know the entire Fourth District joins
me in celebrating his journey and hop-
ing this is just the beginning.

————

COMMEMORATING SIX TRIPLE
EIGHT

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor and commemorate
the extraordinary service and enduring
legacy of the 6888th Central Postal Di-
rectory Battalion, known with pride
and reverence as the Six Triple Eight.

Formed in 1944 during World War II,
the Six Triple Eight was the first and
only all-Black, all-female battalion de-
ployed overseas in United States mili-
tary history. Comprising over 850 cou-
rageous women from the Women’s
Army Corps, the WAC, the unit rep-
resented 32 States across our Nation.
Many trained at Fort Des Moines,
Iowa, a rare opportunity afforded to
African-American women at the time.

These women answered the call to
serve their country despite the dual
burdens of racism and sexism, which
too often obscured their contributions.
Yet, their mission was essential.

Deployed to England and later
France, the Six Triple Eight was
tasked with clearing an enormous
backlog of more than 17 million pieces
of undelivered mail, reconnecting
American troops with their loved ones.

Operating in grueling conditions in
cold, dark, and often dangerous ware-
houses, they worked around the clock
in three shifts, accomplishing in just 3
months what had been projected to
take 6 months. Their guiding motto:
No Mail, Low Moral. It was more than
a slogan. It was a lifeline.

By restoring vital communication be-
tween soldiers and their families, they
uplifted the spirit of the Armed Forces
and strengthened the emotional back-
bone of a nation at war.

Despite their unprecedented success,
the women of the Six Triple Eight re-
turned home to a country that failed to
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properly recognize their valor. For dec-
ades, their contributions were left out
of the mainstream military narrative.

That silence began to break, though,
in 2022 when Congress passed and the
President signed the Six Triple Eight
Congressional Gold Medal Act, affirm-
ing that these women’s sacrifice and
excellence are integral to our national
story.

Let the record show, let the record
reflect, the Six Triple Eight was not
merely a military unit. It was a living
testament to discipline, resilience, and
the unyielding patriotism of Black
women in service to a country that had
yet to fully serve them in return.

As we enter this legacy into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, I call upon my col-
leagues and future generations to
honor the Six Triple Eight, not only in
commemoration but in our ongoing
pursuit of justice, equity, and histor-
ical truth.

It is recognized that August 10, 2025,
is Six Triple Eight Day in Illinois.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge all residents
across the Nation to honor the service,
sacrifice, and legacy of the women of
the 6888th Central Postal Directory
Battalion. The women who served in
the 6888th battalion from Illinois are
listed in this communique.

Mr. Speaker, I thank them for their
service and dedication.

———

PAYING RESPECTS TO SENATOR
BRUCE ANDERSON

(Mrs. FIscHBACH of Minnesota was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I am
sad to say that I rise today to pay re-
spects to my friend, a colleague, a man
I served with for many years in the
Minnesota legislature, and a kind and
good man, Senator Bruce Anderson.

He passed away unexpectedly leaving
Minnesota and his family to mourn the
loss of a great man.

A Navy veteran of the Vietnam war,
he was an advocate for veterans and for
rural communities and a man I was
honored to serve with. He will be deep-
ly missed by so many of us, and I send
my deepest condolences to his family
and all of those who knew him. I will
keep them all and him in my prayers.
EXTENDING SYMPATHY TO THE WELU FAMILY OF

MILROY

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to extend my sympathy to the Welu
family of Milroy following the tragic
loss of Melvin in a farming accident.

Melvin was born and raised in
Milroy, a third-generation farmer, a
lifelong active member of St. Michael’s
Catholic Church, and an amateur histo-
rian. He loved his Milroy community,
reviving the Milroy Fun Fest and fol-
lowing the local sports teams closely.

He loved spending time with his chil-
dren and taking his grandchildren on
tractor rides around the farm. He loved
his wife, Bev, and their Saturday night
dates.
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I send my deepest condolences to the
Welu family as they navigate through
this difficult time. I will be keeping
Melvin, his family, and the community
of Milroy in my prayers.

———

RECOGNIZING ARTHUR COIA OF
RHODE ISLAND

(Mr. AMO of Rhode Island was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. AMO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a recently passed giant of
the labor movement in Rhode Island
and around the country, Arthur Coia.

Labor was the heart and soul of Ar-
thur Armand Coia. He was born into a
family of labor leaders. As a member of
Local 271 in Providence since his teen-
age years, he worked in construction
while going to Providence College and
attending law school. He was always
close to his union roots.

A union man through and through,
he dedicated his life to expanding
workers’ organizing rights. He fought
for the right to earn a fair paycheck
and have dignity and safety on the job.

He started out as the business man-
ager of the Rhode Island Laborers’ Dis-
trict Council and rose to become the
general president of LiUNA and vice
president of the AFL-CIO.

Arthur worked tirelessly to make life
better for the working men and women
of our country. He helped found the La-
borers’ Health & Safety Fund of North
America, transforming job-site safety,
and the Laborers-Employers Coopera-
tion and Education Trust, helping
union labor train workers and expand
market share.

There is no doubt that his work saved
lives, prevented accidents, and helped
union labor gain new opportunities in
the 21st century.

Arthur was not only a labor leader,
he was also a dedicated father, grand-
father, husband, and friend. My
thoughts are with his family at this in-
credibly difficult time.

I hope they, as I do, take heart in his
service to the movement and to others.
His contributions will not be forgotten.

RECOGNIZING ALAN HASSENFELD OF RHODE

ISLAND

Mr. AMO. Mr. Speaker, Alan
Hassenfeld, another titan in Rhode Is-
land, spent his life bettering the lives
of countless individuals in our country
and around the world.

Born in Providence in 1948, Alan dedi-
cated his professional life to bringing
joy to generations of children as the
CEO of his family’s company, Hasbro
Toys.

Alan helped the company acquire
quintessential children’s brands like
Play-Doh, Monopoly, and Nerf, and
took their iconic tuber, Mr. Potato
Head, to new heights in the Hollywood
film “Toy Story.”

Growing up in Pawtucket, Rhode Is-
land, I have fond memories of Mr. and
Mrs. Potato Head statues popping up
across Rhode Island. Under Alan’s
guidance, Hasbro teamed up with the
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State of Rhode Island for a tourism
campaign featuring the whimsical stat-
ues of the spud made by local artists
highlighting the Ocean State’s role as
the birthplace of fun.

However, it was outside the toy chest
that Alan’s incredible civic spirit and
unmatched generosity shone. His con-
tributions to Rhode Island’s civic life
were numerous and impactful.

Alan spearheaded a political ethics
reform movement, pioneered concepts
of social responsibility at the corporate
level, and worked to end the use of
child labor in toy production supply
chains. He invested in generations of
public sector leaders. He founded the
Hassenfeld Child Health Innovation In-
stitute at Brown University to improve
family mental health and created RI
For Gun Safety to promote common-
sense gun reform.

Perhaps most notably, he provided
the vision and the founding donation
for Hasbro Children’s hospital in Provi-
dence.

Thanks to Alan, Rhode Island is
home to a world-class pediatric
healthcare facility providing for the
specialty and emergency needs of the
littlest New Englanders.

Alan was a philanthropist, business-
man, and reformer, but, most impor-
tant, he was a dear friend, husband,
stepfather, uncle, and granddad.

Before taking this office, and once
sworn in, Alan provided me wise coun-
sel sharing pragmatic, solutions-ori-
ented advice on how to be of service
and make change.

Alan exemplified community spirit
and dedication to others, business acu-
men, incredible generosity, friendship,
and, of course, leadership. He rep-
resented the best of Rhode Island, and
he will be truly and deeply missed.

———

JULY 24TH, UTAH’S STATE
HOLIDAY

(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
on February 25, 1846, beleaguered resi-
dents of Nauvoo, Illinois, began leaving
their homes and farms behind, crossing
the frozen Mississippi River by ferry
and wagon to escape persecution. Only
the sickest and poorest remained be-
hind, and even they were finally forced
out by mob action. All crossed Iowa to
Nebraska, just north of Omaha, their
winter quarters on the Missouri River.

Why do I bring up these sad memo-
ries from long ago?

Utah still celebrates the day when
they finally arrived at a place of safe-
ty, the valley of the Great Salt Lake,
on July 24, 1847. July 24 is a State holi-
day for Utahns. Those hardy, resilient
pioneers, carrying with them the sick
and desperately poor from burning
Nauvoo, found temporary refuge among
the kind members of the Omaha Tribe.

They made an agreement with the
Omaha through their Chief, Big ElKk,
who welcomed the pioneers, under-
standing the trouble they had recently
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escaped. The pioneers would stay in
residence, building houses, planting
gardens and fields, and then move on
after 2 years to ensure all of their num-
ber had enough time and resources to
make the trip West. Afterwards, the
improvements would belong to the
Omaha.

This vanguard party of 148 pioneers,
who had been on the road for 111 days,
followed Brigham Young down Emigra-
tion Canyon into the Salt Lake Valley.

They immediately began organizing
a community, diverting water for irri-
gation, plowing fields, and planning
their first city, Salt Lake City, our
State’s capital. Salt Lake was founded
that very day. Denver wasn’t founded
until 1858 and so was Carson City.
Phoenix was founded in 1867, Boise in
1863, and Helena in 1864. Of all Western
States’ capital cities, only New Mexi-
co’s, Albuquerque, is older than Salt
Lake.

From that small beginning of 148
souls, a city and metro-area population
of over 1.2 million and a State popu-
lation of over 3.5 million have grown.
From that small beginning, a mighty
State has grown with an annual GDP of
over $234 billion. Utah has three re-
search universities, four regional uni-
versities, and other great institutions
of higher education. Utahns value edu-
cation, and we are good at it.

The Salt Lake City metro area has
professional sports teams competing at
the highest level, with basketball, the
Utah Jazz; soccer, Real Salt Lake; and
hockey, the Utah Mammoth. They
have already hosted the Winter Olym-
pic Games and are set to host another
in 2034.

If you travel across the State, Mr.
Speaker, you will find communities
with baseball fields, football fields, soc-
cer fields, pickleball courts, tennis
courts, swimming pools, ski resorts,
and golf courses. Utahns value sports,
and we are good at them.

Utah is an international center for
technology, including space tech. Just
south of Salt Lake City is a business
park called Silicon Slopes. About 100
miles north of Salt Lake City is the
Space Dynamics Laboratory. Utahns
value technology and research, and we
are good at them.

Utahns may leave Utah, but they
take Utah with them wherever they go.
The football coach who takes the job in
the Big Ten, the medical school grad-
uate who interns at Brigham and Wom-
en’s, the ROTC grad who learns to fly
in Enid, Oklahoma, and the mother of
five who gets that promotion and fol-
lows her work to Seattle, all of them
take a piece of Utah with them.
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On July 24, you may just see every
one of them pulling kids in a wagon in
a neighborhood parade or hear them
singing a pioneer song or making the
trek downtown to the shelter to drop
off bedding and clothing. Each in his
own way honors July 24, and I ask you
today to honor those long-dead pio-
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neers as well as those whose hearts
hold Utah close.

This place west of the Great Divide
and east of Salt Flats, north of the
Grand Canyon and south of the lava
flows and potato fields of Idaho is my
home. I wasn’t born in Utah. In fact,
my father wasn’t even born in this
country. I am a pioneer like my broth-
er and sister Utahns. Just like those
148 brave and desperate souls, I have
made this place my home.

I, like Brigham Young and those
other 3.5 million souls, came to this
place, saw that it was good and said:
“This is the right place. Drive on.”

SUPPORTING OUR COAST GUARD

(Mr. COURTNEY of Connecticut was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow the House of Representatives
will be taking up H.R. 4275, the Coast
Guard Reauthorization Act of 2025.
That is legislation that updates and
codifies changes and reforms to Amer-
ica’s oldest continuous maritime serv-
ice, the Coast Guard. It is actually
called the first fleet because tech-
nically, actually the Coast Guard is
older than the U.S. Navy.

This bill contains many good, bipar-
tisan provisions that are addressing
many of the challenges that the Coast
Guard faces every day, whether it is
drug interdiction, obviously doing the
work in terms of our coastal, littoral
regions of the country, and making
sure we have safe passage of commer-
cial and civilian maritime activity.

Included in this bill is a provision to
reach out to our great ally Finland to
update and modernize our icebreaker
fleet. Our Polar Star large icebreaker is
now b0 years old, and it is long past
due, particularly with the challenges in
the Arctic with Russia and China, to
make sure we update and modernize
our Coast Guard and icebreaking fleet.

This bill also contains a long overdue
provision to reform the Coast Guard
statutes regarding protecting victims
of sexual assault and harassment both
within the Coast Guard service and
also the Coast Guard Academy. I rep-
resent New London, Connecticut,
which is home to the Coast Guard
Academy that is an outstanding insti-
tution that builds future leaders for
the Coast Guard. It actually has a
large international contingent of allies
such as Iceland and Pacific Island na-
tions that come to learn at the cutting
edge institution in terms of coastal ac-
tivities that are there.

Like all the military academies,
there has been a shadow of, unfortu-
nately, activity regarding female ca-
dets over the years that have had to
put up with totally unacceptable con-
duct and forcing them into almost an
impossible position in terms of report-
ing this activity over the years.

The bill includes a safe-to-report pol-
icy, which will protect members re-
porting sexual assault. Again, some-
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times incidents occur where there may
be minor misconduct issues where both
the victim and the perpetrator are in-
volved, and that risk of being punished
for those minor misconduct has really
inhibited people to come forward and
report sexual assault. This is an issue
which was the subject of exhaustive
hearings at the Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee over the last
8 years. Our dear, late Congressman
Elijah Cummings conducted many of
those hearings. There were brave whis-
tleblowers that came forth, such as Dr.
Kim Young-McLear who is now a re-
tired commander from the Coast
Guard. She testified before that com-
mittee and talked about, again, some
of the hard experiences that she went
through.

Other military academies, such as
West Point and Annapolis, have actu-
ally adopted safe-to-report policies,
and tomorrow’s bill will get the Coast
Guard Academy in line with those in-
stitutions.

This bill also extends the safe-to-re-
port policy to the entire Coast Guard
personnel, the entire service. That was
done administratively by the last Com-
mandant of the Coast Guard, Linda
Fagan, who, again, I think was very fo-
cused in terms of making sure that the
safe-to-report policy was going to be in
place to eradicate activities that really
harm the readiness and effectiveness of
the Coast Guard.

Women Coast Guard officers are some
of the finest, most talented people who
are doing the important work of the
Coast Guard, and we need to make sure
that there is a statutory structure in
place to make sure that with this type
of activity, people will be able to re-
port it and get a remedy and a re-
sponse, in some cases punishment to,
again, make sure people are not hin-
dered because of this unacceptable con-
duct.

Tomorrow when we take up this bill,
those brave women who came forward
to testify and report their experience—
and sometimes watched their dreams
and their careers end because of the
fact that they were subjected to unac-
ceptable pressure and retaliation for
reporting—will see that by law that is
now going to be a thing of the past. It
is long overdue, and, again, I just want
to take a moment to publicly thank
Commander Young-McLear and her
colleagues for having the courage to
step forward and make sure that the
Congress is aware of this situation and
will end it in the passage of tomorrow’s
bill.

————

WITHHELD EDUCATION FUNDS

(Ms. BoNAMICI of Oregon was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to demand answers, answers
from the Department of Education and
the Office of Management and Budget.
Today, it is July 22, and the Trump ad-
ministration continues to withhold
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more than $5 billion in critical K-12
and adult education funding that
should have been released by the July
1 deadline.

More than 150 Democratic Members
of the House of Representatives joined
a group of 42 Senators, including 10 Re-
publican Senators, in calling on Sec-
retary McMahon and Director Vought
to release the funds by July 15. That
date has obviously passed, but we have
received no answers.

Although the administration did re-
lease the 2l1st Century Community
Learning Center grants yesterday, they
are a small percentage of the out-
standing funding, and there is still no
word on any of the other grants.

School districts across the country
are scrambling to make decisions, but
they have unclear information and se-
verely constrained budgets. Many dis-
tricts have already been forced to lay
off educators and staff who will not be
paid without the Federal funding.

For many students across the coun-
try, the new school year starts in a few
weeks, and schools are now in an all-
out crisis. As one administrator told
me, it is a ‘‘five-alarm fire.”’

Funds authorized under the Every
Student Succeeds Act are not a luxury.
They are part of what closes oppor-
tunity gaps. They are a critical part of
our effort to provide students across
the country, regardless of income or
ZIP Code, with a world-class education.
Yes, this is about civil rights. Every
single dollar is a good investment in
students and in our future.

State administered title I, part C
grants, which have been around since
the 1960s, support migrant students.
These grants help children of mobile
farmworkers and fishers, people who
are harvesting our crops and putting
food on our tables, meet academic
standards and graduate from high
school, preparing them to become re-
sponsible citizens and productive em-
ployees.

Title II grants provide essential sup-
port to recruit, prepare, and retain
high-quality teachers and school lead-
ers. These grants address the growing
educator workforce shortage and pro-
vide professional development for edu-
cators to improve teaching and student
outcomes.

Title III grants provide English lan-
guage learners with the integrated aca-
demic support they need to Ilearn
English and meet State standards.

Title IV, part A grants are designed
to give students access to a well-round-
ed education. That is what students
need: to improve school safety and to
create better conditions for student
learning and engagement. These grants
fund critical music and arts programs
and integrate technology into the
classrooms so students can develop dig-
ital literacy skills.

Finally, Adult Basic and Literacy
Education grants help provide inte-
grated education and training services
that promote essential skills for the
21st century workforce.
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These are all programs that Congress
authorized. Again, these are programs
that Congress authorized, yet the
Trump administration is refusing to re-
lease the funds.

Mr. Speaker, 10 Republican Senators
were brave enough and principled
enough to request with the Democrats
that the administration release these
funds for their intended purposes, yet
we have heard nothing, nothing, from
House Republicans about the illegal
and unconstitutional withholding of
these congressionally appropriated dol-
lars.

Is there a fear of President Trump
keeping them from their commitment
to the millions of students in the
school districts that they were elected
to represent?

I tell my colleagues that everyone
can show that they care about the kids
in their districts, that they care about
education. Everyone should join us in
demanding answers.

Secretary McMahon and Director
Vought must release these funds imme-
diately. This is about our Nation’s chil-
dren, our students, and our future lead-
ers. They deserve better.

————
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RECOGNIZING CORNWALL
CLEANUP CREW

(Mr. RYAN of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the Cornwall Cleanup
Crew for their commitment to environ-
mental preservation and education in
the town of Cornwall and across the
Hudson Valley of New York State.

Since 2023, this grassroots group has
worked with community members to
clean up litter and illegal dumping
around the town and educate the public
on the importance of conservation and
environmental protection.

Started by a high school student and
a group of community members, within
its first year, the organization amassed
a team of more than 1,500 volunteers,
managing to clear over 10,000 tons of
litter and illegally dumped material in
Cornwall.

Cornwall Cleanup Crew has become a
popular community service oppor-
tunity for students, including at The
Storm King School and Cornwall High
School, whose students both contribute
to the cleanup efforts and learn about
the importance of environmental pro-
tection.

Finally, after a multiyear, lengthy
process, the Cornwall Cleanup Crew has
earned their official 501(c)(3) nonprofit
certification, allowing them to expand
their important environmental work
into other communities in Orange
County and across the Hudson Valley.

I have been out there with this crew
and seen them work in the cold and the
heat. Their relentless efforts to combat
littering and to really bring our com-
munity together in a positive way
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while doing so is a truly commendable
pillar of selfless service.

On behalf of our entire community, I
thank them and join in celebrating this
certification that will allow them to
continue to expand on their important
work.

CONGRATULATING ZOE MESUCH

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate recent Wallkill High
School graduate Zoe Mesuch on con-
cluding a truly remarkable high school
basketball career and on her appoint-
ment to the United States Naval Acad-
emy, where she is now undergoing her
summer training.

I was proud to nominate Zoe to rep-
resent the Hudson Valley at the Naval
Academy in this year’s newest class.
With more than 2,000 career points, Zoe
has been named Daily Freeman Player
of the Year 3 years in a row, a record
for the award.

This year, Zoe was also named Player
of the Year by the New York Basket-
ball Coaches Association and was se-
lected as a top player in the Mid-Hud-
son Athletic League’s American Con-
ference by all the league’s coaches.

Zoe is known by her teammates,
coaches, teachers, and family as an ex-
ceptionally hard worker and team
player. These are assets that will be of
great service to her and our country as
she now serves in the military.

Zoe plans to continue her basketball
career at the Naval Academy, where
she will also study oceanography in
pursuit of becoming a surface warfare
officer.

I must tell Zoe, as I think she knows,
that I am an Army fan, so I can’t say
that I will be rooting for her team in
the Patriot League this year. Yet, our
entire Hudson Valley is rooting for her,
and we cannot wait to see all that she
will accomplish.

RECOGNIZING ELDER JIM CHILDS

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Elder Jim Childs, a pillar of
our Kingston community, for his dec-
ades of service to St. Clara’s Church, to
his and my home city of Kingston, and
to families across the Hudson Valley.

Elder Childs was born and raised in
Kingston, New York, the very commu-
nity that he continues to serve to this
day. He graduated from Kingston High
School, my alma mater, before begin-
ning his career working for IBM. He
worked initially as a mail clerk and
took every opportunity to advance his
education and training, further his
knowledge, and move up within the
company.

Additionally, a fellow Army veteran,
Elder Childs served his country in uni-
form while also deepening his faith and
love of fellow man, a lesson that would
stay with him throughout his life.

When Elder Childs was first ap-
pointed pastor of St. Clara’s Church of
God in Christ in Kingston in 1969, he
admitted that he didn’t know if he was
ready. Yet, he was called to serve his
community, which he has done faith-
fully for the past 56 years.
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In 1961, he married Dorothy Neal, and
the two of them welcomed four chil-
dren, Paula, Cynthia, James, and Tim-
othy, seven grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.

This year, Elder Childs was rightfully
promoted to superintendent, and he
will continue to serve the Kingston
community in an even greater capacity
than before.

I thank Elder Childs for his contin-
ued dedication to and love of our neigh-
bors and neighborhoods. I thank him
personally for his mentorship and ad-
vice to me in serving in this position. I
congratulate him on his recent pro-
motion and a lifetime of service to our
community.

————

OPPORTUNITIES TO STAY IN
PLACE FOR DISABLED WORKERS

(Mr. GROTHMAN of Wisconsin was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank President Trump and his Depart-
ment of Labor for stopping an adminis-
trative rule that was going to get rid of
14(c) certificates, which are so vital for
the lives of our disabled citizens as
they pursue good lives of work and self-
esteem.

Mr. Speaker, 14(c) certificates are
used by people who work in work cen-
ters. They may have spina bifida. They
may have Down syndrome. That
doesn’t mean that they can’t lead pro-
ductive lives doing packaging and light
manufacturing. I have several facilities
in my district, such as Green Valley
Enterprises in Beaver Dam and RCS
Empowers in Sheboygan, that provide
these opportunities for people with dif-
ferent abilities.

Not only does this give them an op-
portunity to interact with other people
who have disabilities, but it also pro-
vides them with a little extra money to
supplement their SSI income, from
which they can buy clothes, buy gifts,
and go out to eat from time to time.

In order to allow these folks to work,
some of them have to be paid less than
minimum wage. Mr. Speaker, if you
have never seen one of these work cen-
ters, I encourage you to go to the work
centers, where you will see people with
different abilities at work.

Everybody who works there that I
can see is happy to be there and is
working there because it is their
choice. Nevertheless, I think arrogant
people in the Biden Department of
Labor had decided that they would get
rid of the 14(c) certificates and tell
these people, in essence, that they no
longer can work, that they can go to a
day center and watch television, but
they are not allowed to work like their
siblings work. They would not be al-
lowed to get out and about in the com-
munity where they would get to know
people other than their immediate rel-
atives.

Fortunately, Trump’s Department of
Labor stepped up and said that they
are not going to change the rules and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

continue to allow work centers to
exist. Maybe they are making $4 or $56
an hour to supplement their SSI, but if
they want to choose, they can still
work there. Hopefully, we will expand
the use of work centers so that people
begin to work there when they are 18 or
19 years old, like they used to.

One of the great things, like I said,
about work centers is that not only do
they give disabled Americans a little
bit more independence, but they give
them the ability to form a lot more
friendships, both with other people
whose abilities are similar to their own
and the management staff at these fa-
cilities.

The Democratic Party has tried to
prevent people from working there,
saying that they are being taken ad-
vantage of, which is preposterous. Any-
body who looks at these packaging or
light manufacturing facilities will see
immediately why you have to pay some
people under minimum wage.

Secondly, my Democratic colleagues
claim that people are being isolated
among other people with different
abilities. Again, there are people with a
wide variety of abilities in these
places.

There is an opportunity to form life-
time bonds with people in these facili-
ties. I think of The Threshold in West
Bend, RCS Empowers in Sheboygan,
Green Valley in Beaver Dam, and As-
cend Services in Manitowoc.
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I think of the lifelong friends that
these people form when their parents
and guardians frequently worry after
the parents are no longer here, what
will these people do for socialization?
Where will these people find friends?
They find friends in the work centers,
and it is horrific for the Biden Depart-
ment of Labor to try to shut these
places down.

In any event, one more time: I thank
President Trump for preserving the
work centers. I hope his Department of
Labor continues to look for more op-
portunities in these facilities for peo-
ple at a younger and younger age, re-
minding you all that this is only if
these folks choose to work in the work
centers. Everybody else can work wher-
ever they want, but they want these
folks stuck perhaps in a place where
they are just watching TV or playing
games all day.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to tour the work centers. If
they do tour the work centers, I think
they, too, will become fans of them.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CHAD KAMPBELL

(Mr. WHITESIDES of California was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. WHITESIDES. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that I rise today to
honor the life of my dear friend, Chad
Kampbell.

Chad wasn’t just a devoted father, de-
voted husband, and an admired commu-
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nity leader, he was the cornerstone of
the Santa Clarita Valley. He and his
wife, Michelle, who have been close
friends for several years, were deeply
involved in our community.

Chad was a former president of the
Democratic Alliance for Action of
Santa Clarita, an active member of the
Santa Clarita Valley Democrats, and
someone whose commitment to service
ran deep.

One of his friends described Chad per-
fectly: He was someone who truly
grounded those around him, the kind of
person who would help you cut through
the noise, find your center, and remem-
ber why you did the work in the first
place. That was Chad, a source of wis-
dom and calm, always there when you
needed him.

He lived in Stevenson Ranch with his
wife, Michelle, and their daughter,
Bridgette. While no words can ease the
pain of their loss, I hope his family
knows how deeply loved and appre-
ciated Chad was.

Chad was the kind of guy who would
get there early to help set up an event
and then stay late breaking down the
tables and chairs afterwards. He was a
talented designer and photographer. He
knew how to communicate, and he used
that skill for the benefit of businesses
and causes close to his heart.

He was known for his booming voice.
For many new activists getting in-
volved, their introduction to civic en-
gagement was seeing Chad kick off a
meeting or a rally before taking the
time to greet them and every other
person there, always with a big smile
and an infectious grin. He embodied
the truth that the greatest title of re-
sponsibility in any democracy is that
of citizen.

Chad was a rock of principle. He was
committed to making his community,
his State, and his country better.
Month after month, year after year, he
did the work. He and Michelle pro-
foundly changed the Santa Clarita Val-
ley for the better and his impact will
never be forgotten.

Chad gave so much of himself to this
community because he believed in peo-
ple and the power of showing up. His
absence leaves a real void, but his spir-
it lives on in the work he championed
and the friendships he built.

May we honor him not just in words
but in how we carry ourselves with
compassion, with humility, and a com-
mitment to something greater than
ourselves.

THANKING MY SUMMER INTERNS

Mr. WHITESIDES. Mr. Speaker, I
close by thanking my summer interns,
some of whom are here today. You can-
not help but be inspired about the fu-
ture of our country if you spend some
time with the many great young people
who work here on Capitol Hill. They
work hard. They do crucial work inter-
acting with our constituents, and their
passion and inspiration must be recog-
nized.

As a new Member, I am deeply in-
spired by the idea that people would
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come and work with us in our office. I

am so grateful to our team, and I wish

them the very best for their futures.
——

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF REPRESENTATIVE JACK CERA

(Mrs. SYKES of Ohio was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise with a heavy heart but with ex-
treme honor to recognize the life of a
colleague, a mentor, and a dear friend,
former Ohio State Representative Jack
Cera, who passed away on July 13 after
a courageous 2%-year battle with can-
cer. My sincere and deepest sympathy
goes out to his family, friends, and all
who knew and loved him.

Jack was a proud son of Bellaire,
Ohio, a man who never forgot where he
came from and who fought every day to
serve the people of eastern Ohio.

Jack was a true statesman, someone
who listened more than he spoke,
sought common ground without com-
promising his values, and worked tire-
lessly to deliver for the communities
he loved. Jack served in the Ohio
House of Representatives across three
decades, from 1983 to 1996, and again
from 2011 to 2020.

He represented families in Belmont,
Monroe, Noble, Jefferson, and Wash-
ington Counties with distinction.

His colleagues across the political
spectrum respected him. His constitu-
ents trusted him, and those of us who
had the privilege of working alongside
him admired him deeply.

I had the honor of working alongside
Jack in the Ohio House where I wit-
nessed firsthand his commitment to
the people of eastern Ohio. Jack and I
served in leadership together, and when
I was elected as the minority leader, 1
tapped him to serve as the ranking
member of the Ohio House Finance and
Appropriations Committee.

Whether it was fighting for infra-
structure investment, preserving the
local government fund, or advocating
for economic development in Appa-
lachia, Jack never wavered in his com-
mitment to public service.

Jack was a Brown University grad-
uate, and he was sent to Rhode Island
on a football scholarship. He would
often joke that he was in the first class
of football players to ever wear hel-
mets, leather helmets at that.

Although, he was an Ivy Leaguer, he
didn’t have an ounce of superiority nor
was there anything pretentious about
him. He was just Jack, and that is
what made him so special and so nice
to work with.

He didn’t take himself seriously, but
he certainly took the work of the peo-
ple very seriously. I would argue that
you didn’t really know Jack if he
didn’t teach you how to properly pro-
nounce Bellaire, share some music, or
advocate for the people of eastern Ohio.

Most importantly, Jack was smart,
dedicated, and a trusted legislator who
exemplified the very best of public
service. He was sought after for advice
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and leadership on difficult issues as he
was always committed to the purpose
of representing his hometown and the
people of Ohio with integrity.

Without a doubt, Jack left a mark on
the State of Ohio, and his legacy of
service will not soon be forgotten.

Jack will be remembered by his wife,
Becky; his beloved daughters, Jaclyn
and Bethany; granddaughters, Scarlett,
Lena, and Finley; and the countless
people whose lives he made better.

This past weekend, my husband,
Kevin, and I joined the Bellaire com-
munity, former legislators, colleagues,
friends, and family to pay our final re-
spects to Jack.

It was clear that the community
loved and cared about him as was evi-
denced by the Jack Cera for Ohio
House signs in yards leading the way to
the church and the many people who
were gathered at the church.

The eulogist and the pastor asked
those present to think about the dash
in between the dates that Jack was
born and the date that he was returned
home to the Lord.

As people stood up to share their ex-
periences and to expand upon the dash,
I wanted to be able to add my tribute
to him but here on the floor of the
United States House of Representa-
tives.

The eulogists also reminded us that
Jack had a motto of ensuring that he
left things better than he found them.
I encourage and call upon all of my col-
leagues here in Congress to leave a
place better than you found it in honor
and memory of Jack Cera.

Though his presence will be missed, I
am confident his memory will live on
through the people he influenced and
the family he deeply loved. For a mo-
ment, I will just acknowledge his
daughters, again, Jaclyn and Bethany,
and his wife of over 40 years, Becky,
and say thank you for sharing Jack
with us. I know it was hard to see him
leave for Columbus many times over
the 30 years, but we are so grateful for
your sacrifice. We will keep you lifted
up in our prayers.

Thus with deepest sympathy, 1
mourn the loss and pay tribute to a
truly phenomenal individual. May his
memory be a blessing.

———
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DON'T CALL IT BEAUTIFUL

(Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today on behalf of
every senior citizen in Texas and
across America. Unfortunately, it is
not with celebration, but with outrage
and disgust.

I am here to shed continued light to
the damage this institution has caused
seniors by the recent passage of this
big, beautiful bill, which was anything
but. It is the most significant betrayal
of our senior citizens yet, a betrayal of
our values and our Nation’s promise.
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Let’s not be fooled by the branding.
This bill wasn’t beautiful. It was bru-
tal. It slashed Medicare funding under
the guise of reform. It wrapped its cru-
elty in buzz words like ‘‘efficiency,”
“modernization,” and ‘‘fiscal responsi-
bility.” However, beneath the surface,
it is a cold and calculated attempt to
strip millions of Americans of the dig-
nity they have earned over a lifetime
of work.

This bill tells our parents and grand-
parents: Thank you for building this
country, now go fend for yourself. It
says to the most vulnerable:
Healthcare is a luxury in this country,
not a right. They dare to call that
beautiful.

Let’s be clear: Medicare is not a
handout. It is a sacred promise paid for
by workers every day of their entire
lives, and it is a lifeline for seniors
choosing between food and prescrip-
tions, for families relying on home
healthcare, for Americans who believe
that aging should not come with aban-
donment. Cutting Medicare was not fis-
cally responsible. It was a moral fail-
ure.

All of this was done at the behest of
their master, their master who wants
tax breaks for the ultra-wealthy bil-
lionaires and multinational corpora-
tions, with empty slogans for the rest
of Americans. It sacrificed the well-
being of American retirees on the altar
of political theater.

In fact, they were so diabolical about
it that they purposely set a start date
for these policies, December 2026, right
after midterm elections, trying to poke
seniors’ eyes. They want to fool voting
senior citizens by making these painful
policies kick in right after the Novem-
ber elections. They are not fooling any-
one. Americans are smarter than this.

We need healthcare policies that up-
lift older Americans, not undermine
them; that care for them, not cast
them aside; that honor our social con-
tract to American senior citizens.

To those who voted for this bill,
don’t call it beautiful. Own what it is:
a betrayal to older Americans who
helped build this country.

To every senior who is watching
today, to every caregiver, to every
grandchild and child caring for an older
American, to every worker in Texas
and across this great Nation who hopes
to retire with peace and dignity: We
see you. We hear you, and we will not
stop fighting.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARRIS of North Carolina). Pursuant to
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 13

minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, may the words of our
mouths—those we speak, those we
write, the ones we use to influence, and
those we wield to disagree—and the
meditations of our hearts—the
thoughts we have toward others, the
ideas we conjure, the self-reflection
within our own souls, and the inten-
tions we pursue—may all of these be
acceptable in Your sight, O Lord.

From the same mouths that we use
to praise You, may nothing come that
disparages those with whom we serve,
for each is made in Your image.

Within our hearts are our deepest de-
sires and our truest opinions. Stand
watch over the innermost corners of
our souls and guard us from allowing
animosity to take the place of gen-
erosity, malice over mercy, and
grudges over grace.

You, O Lord, are our rock and our re-
deemer. Speak through our words and
reside in our hearts this day, that in
all that we think, that we do, and that
we say, we would bring glory to You.

In Your eternal and merciful name,
we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
CISNEROS) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CISNEROS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. HERN of Oklahoma. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Repub-
lican Conference, I offer a privileged
resolution and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 600

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
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lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Mr. Fine.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY: Mr.
Garbarino, Chair.

Mr. HERN of Oklahoma (during the
reading). Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the resolution be
considered as read and printed in the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

RECOGNIZING USCG PETTY
OFFICER SCOTT RUSKAN

(Mr. KEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KEAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor U.S. Coast Guard Petty
Officer Scott Ruskan, a native of Ox-
ford, New Jersey, who displayed ex-
traordinary bravery during the dev-
astating flooding in Kerr County,
Texas.

On his very first rescue mission,
Petty Officer Ruskan saved 165 people,
many of them children, including
campers and staff from Camp Mystic.
Serving as the only triage coordinator
on the scene, he played a critical role
in one of the largest rescue efforts in
recent Coast Guard history.

Scott grew up in Warren County, at-
tended Rider University, and answered
the call to serve by enlisting in the
U.S. Coast Guard, where he trained as
a rescue swimmer before deploying
into action with courage far beyond his
experience.

I am grateful to the first responders
and to volunteers, especially heroes
like Petty Officer Ruskan, who risk
their lives to protect others in need. I
thank them for their service and for
their sacrifice.

————

INCINERATING 500 TONS OF
EMERGENCY FOOD AID

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise for the 32nd time to call on the
Trump administration to restore life-
saving food aid for malnourished chil-
dren.

Last week, it was reported that the
Trump administration is incinerating
500 tons of emergency food aid because
it expired while sitting in a warehouse.
This is food that had already been paid
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for, had already been produced, and
was just waiting to be shipped to starv-
ing people who needed it to survive. In-
stead, it is being incinerated.

In my district in Rhode Island, 87,000
boxes of lifesaving nutrition are sitting
in Edesia Nutrition’s warehouse. It is
already paid for, already produced, and
waiting to be shipped. This is food aid
that is designed to treat starving chil-
dren whose organs have shut down to
the point where they cannot process
normal food.

Madam Speaker, what are we doing
here? This is food that is already paid
for, already produced, and sitting in
warehouses while kids starve.

I am going to stand on this floor
every day until the administration
honors its word and restores lifesaving
food aid.

——————

RECOGNIZING TRUMP ADMINIS-
TRATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, 6 months have passed
since Donald Trump received the man-
date of the people to fulfill his prom-
ises with extraordinary accomplish-
ments.

Among the accomplishments by
President Donald Trump are the fol-
lowing:

Illegal alien border crossings are at
historic lows, and border wall construc-
tion has resumed.

Costs for everyday goods are near
their lowest in 4 years, and wage
growth has seen the largest increase in
60 years.

0Oil and natural gas production have
surged, and gas prices are at their low-
est level in 4 years.

Trump tax cuts have been extended,
creating jobs.

The President is promoting peace
through strength and modernizing
American military forces with cutting-
edge technology, ensuring that our
troops are the best equipped in history.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength, revealing that war
criminal Putin lies, insulting Trump,
mocking  Trump, and murdering
Ukrainian civilians with rocket at-
tacks as he conducts lovely conversa-
tions.

Madam Speaker, I wish a happy
birthday to Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission Chairman David Wright.

RECOGNIZING EMILY GREEN

(Ms. MCBRIDE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MCBRIDE. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the extraor-
dinary work of Ms. Emily Green, a



H3540

teacher in the POLYTECH School Dis-
trict in Woodside, Delaware.

Through her participation in Na-
tional History Day, Ms. Green has
worked with her students to preserve
the stories of Delaware’s silent heroes,
everyday individuals who answered the
call to serve our Nation.

This past school year, Ms. Green and
her students chose to research two Ko-
rean war veterans. They researched the
lives that these veterans led before
their service, the communities they re-
turned to, and the legacies they left be-
hind not only as servicemembers but as
local leaders.

Ms. Green and her students visited
cemeteries across Delaware where they
honored these veterans by writing and
delivering eulogies, ensuring that their
stories, sacrifices, and names are re-
membered.

This project reflects the very best of
Delaware. I am grateful to Ms. Green
for teaching her students our Nation’s
history and respect for our silent he-
roes.

———————

HONORING BRADLEY MICHAEL
LINK

(Mr. FINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FINE. Madam Speaker, I rise to
recognize a hero who tragically lost his
life in the line of duty.

Bradley Michael Link, age 28, was a
beloved figure of the Lake County area.
At a young age, he was committed to
serving his community.

Bradley started as an Explorer,
which is a Boy Scout program, with
the Lake County Sheriff’s Office as a
teenager. That motivated him to join
the Polk County Sheriff’s Office for 2
years and then, later, the Lake County
Sheriff’s Office for 412 years.

On Friday, August 2, 2024, almost 1
year ago, Bradley and his fellow depu-
ties responded to a disturbance at a
home on Brookside Drive in Eustis,
where he was shot. He later died the
next morning.

Master Deputy Sheriff Bradley Link
embodied what it means to give. We
must always remind ourselves that our
men and women in blue are someone’s
loved ones. They are fathers, mothers,
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters—peo-
ple who are willing to give up their
time and peace to serve and protect.

Bradley was one of those people, and
he left behind his wife, his mom and
dad, and his brother.

I recognize the Link family and con-
tinue to remember Bradley. May God
bless the Link family, and may God
bless all of our officers in blue.

O 1210
CONGRATULATING LESLIE ROOK

(Mr. CISNEROS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor and celebrate Les-
lie Rook of Monrovia, California.

Earlier this year, Leslie completed a
truly impressive feat of running 50
marathons in all 50 States with an av-
erage of three marathons each year.

Over the past 14 years of this chal-
lenge, Leslie ran more than 1,300 miles
during these marathons alone, but
thousands more to train for this in-
credible accomplishment.

Leslie balanced her love of running
with her already busy life as an occu-
pational therapist, wife, and mother of
two. I am truly amazed by Leslie’s
dedication, stamina, and drive.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Les-
lie on this remarkable achievement.
She has made our district proud.

———

CALIFORNIA’S HIGH-SPEED RAIL
IS OFF THE RAILS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I heart-
ily applaud Secretary Duffy’s decision
the other day to repeal and rescind the
$4 billion that the Federal Government
has put in at the end of the Biden ad-
ministration for the high-speed rail in
California. Indeed, it has been a clown
show. The thing is off the rails with
any kind of goal it was ever going to
meet.

It was supposed to have been com-
pleted by 2020, and at best now it would
be completed by 2040, 2045, with just
one segment between Bakersfield and
Merced completed by 2033 they hope.

Instead, let’s move that $4 billion to
something useful such as expanding
State Route 99 in California, I-15, I-5,
Interstate 395, Interstate 80. That
money could be used to repair road-
ways designated as farm-to-market
roads or State Route 152. By raising it
a little bit, we would be able to add
more water supply to the San Luis Res-
ervoir or the bridge over I-5 over the
Shasta Lake. In doing so, that would
allow us to raise the level of that lake
and provide much more water for the
State of California in order to grow
crops which would bring inflation down
on the food prices by rechanneling
money into something useful instead of
something useless like this clown show
that is the high-speed rail for 20 years.

———

RECOGNIZING BROWNTOWN IN
GREENE COUNTY, NORTH CARO-
LINA

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to recognize Browntown
in Greene County, North Carolina.

The community dates back more
than two centuries, and it has a rich
history. Browntown embodies the en-
during contributions of African Ameri-
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cans, indigenous people, and European
families who built and sustained it
through many generations.

The land belonged to the Tuscarora
Nation and later became a refuge for
blended families who worked the land,
worshiped together, and educated their
children despite obstacles.

Many will unite in August for the
Browntown Community Day which
brings neighbors and descendants to-
gether to honor their ancestors, pre-
serve their traditions, and inspire fu-
ture generations.

Madam Speaker, I am glad to cele-
brate this community as a part of the
American story and commend their

contributions to Greene County, our
State, and our Nation.
————
COST OF AMERICA LAST TRADE
POLICIES

(Mr. DAVIDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, for
decades, Washington, D.C., has allowed
international trade organizations to
put our competitors ahead of the
American people. Groups like the
World Trade Organization allow China
to exploit trade loopholes while claim-
ing to be a developing nation, stealing
our intellectual property, and manipu-
lating their own currency.

Under these America last trade poli-
cies, Ohio has lost a third of its manu-
facturing jobs. Between 2000 and 2010,
Hamilton County in the Eighth Dis-
trict lost 66,000 good-paying, high-
skilled jobs. My district heard the
giant sucking sound of American in-
dustry fleeing overseas.

These jobs drove innovation and pro-
ductivity, and they built our middle
class. America last trade policies not
only exported jobs and outsourced our
defense industrial base, but they ex-
ported much of our future. Our trade
policy ought to put American industry
and American citizens first.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRIS-
TINA MARIE HENDERSON BLAKE

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Christina
Marie Henderson Blake, known to all
of us as Tina, who entered her heavenly
home on July 3, 2025, after a coura-
geous battle with glioblastoma.

Born in Fort Worth, Texas, and
raised in Galveston, Tina graduated
University of Texas at Austin, where
she formed lifelong friendships through
her beloved Kappa Kappa Gamma. She
married the love of her life, Bruce, and
together they raised two children, Jes-
sica and Alex, first in Midland and
later in southeast Texas in my district.

Tina was a pillar of every community
that she called home, leading in the
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Junior League, the American Cancer
Society, and the Midland Symphony
Guild. She helped grow her family’s
land in Liberty County, Texas, into a
successful cattle ranching business and
was a very respected leader in agri-
culture.

Her greatest joy was her family, es-
pecially her four grandchildren. Tina
brought warmth, strength, and grace to
everything that she did. Roxanne and I
are honored to have called her our
friend.

Madam Speaker, her legacy will live
on in the countless lives that she
touched. May God bless her family and
her loved ones.

——————

RECOGNIZING COY JAMES AND
DAVIE COUNTY’S BASEBALL
LEGACY

(Mr. McDOWELL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDOWELL. Madam Speaker,
today, I recognize one of North Caro-
lina’s brightest young athletes, Coy
James of Davie County, who now joins
the ranks of great ballplayers from the
Tar Heel State.

Coy was selected by the Washington
Nationals in the fifth round of the 2025
MLB Draft. Known across North Caro-
lina for his power at the plate and his
elite play at shortstop, Coy is a force.

He follows in the footsteps of other
Davie County stars, including Carson
Whisenhunt, drafted a few years ago
out of East Carolina by the San Fran-
cisco Giants and three-time MLB All-
Star Whit Merrifield, who just retired
after nine seasons in the majors.

These men are a testament to the
deep love Davie County has for the
game of baseball. We are proud to have
them representing our community on
diamonds across the country, and we
wish them all the best as they take on
their next chapter.

——

HONORING COLONEL CRAIG
FOURNIER

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Madam Speak-
er, today, I honor Colonel Craig
Fournier for his 34 years of distin-
guished service in the United States
Army and the Florida National Guard.
He is this month’s Brevard County Vet-
eran of the Month.

Throughout his career, Colonel
Fournier held several crucial roles, in-
cluding Executive Officer of the 2nd
Battalion and project manager for the
Missile Defense Agency. He earned nu-
merous awards, including the Defense
Superior Service Medal, Bronze Star,
and Combat Action Badge for his role
in the global war on terror.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I
thank Colonel Fournier for his out-
standing service to the citizens of the
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United States and for his dedication to
our country, its values, and our State
of Florida.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 19
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MCGUIRE) at 4 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

WABENO ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3937) to provide for the convey-
ance of certain Federal land in
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3937

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Wabeno Eco-
nomic Development Act’’.

SEC. 2. CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN NATIONAL
FOREST SYSTEM LAND IN THE
CHEQUAMEGON-NICOLET NATIONAL
FOREST TO TONY’S WABENO REDI-
MIX, LLC.

(a) CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—If, during the
180-day period beginning on the date of Federal
approval of the appraisal under subsection (d),
Tony’s Wabeno Redi-Mix, LLC submits to the
Secretary an offer to acquire the property de-
scribed in subsection (b) for market value, as de-
termined by such appraisal, the Secretary shall,
not later than 180 days after receiving such
offer, convey to Tony’s Wabeno Redi-Mix, LLC
all right, title, and interest of the United States,
including mineral rights, in and to the property
described in subsection (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The property referred to in
subsection (a) is the parcel of real property, in-
cluding all land and improvements, generally
depicted as ‘‘Federal Parcel to be Conveyed’ on
the Map, consisting of approximately 14 acres of
National Forest System land located in the
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest in Wis-
consin.

(2) MAP.—

(A) MINOR ERRORS.—The Secretary may cor-
rect minor errors in the Map.
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(B) AVAILABILITY.—A copy of the Map shall
be on file and available for public inspection in
the appropriate office of the Forest Service.

(3) SURVEY.—The exact acreage and legal de-
scription of the National Forest System land to
be conveyed under subsection (a) shall be deter-
mined by a survey satisfactory to the Secretary.

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE CONVEY-
ANCE.—

(1) REQUIREMENTS.—The conveyance under
subsection (a) shall be—

(A) subject to valid existing rights;

(B) made by quitclaim deed; and

(C) subject to such other terms and conditions
as the Secretary considers to be appropriate to
protect the interests of the United States.

(2) CoSTS.—As a condition of the conveyance
under subsection (a), Tony’s Wabeno Redi-Mizx,
LLC shall pay to the Secretary—

(A4) an amount equal to the market value of
the land to be conveyed under subsection (a), as
determined by the appraisal under subsection
(d); and

(B) all costs associated with the conveyance,
including the cost of—

(i) a survey, if necessary, under subsection
0)(3);

(ii) conducting the appraisal under subsection
(d); and

(iii) any environmental analysis or resource
survey required under Federal law.

(d) APPRAISAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 300 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall complete an appraisal to determine the
market value of the land to be conveyed under
subsection (a).

(2) STANDARDS.—The appraisal under para-
graph (1) shall be conducted in accordance
with—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Fed-
eral Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) MAP.—The term ‘“‘Map’ means the map
entitled  ““‘Conveyance of Federal Parcel
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest”” and
dated September 27, 2023.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the
Chief of the Forest Service.

SEC. 3. COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF FEDERAL
PERMITTING PROCESSES FOR
STONE, SAND, AND GRAVEL DEVEL-
OPMENT ON FEDERAL LANDS.

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, industry stakeholders, and
State permitting authorities, shall conduct a
comprehensive review of the Federal permitting
processes for the development of stone, sand,
and gravel on Federal lands.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Interior, in consultation with the entities re-
ferred to in subsection (a), shall submit to the
Committee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate, and make
publicly available on the website of the Depart-
ment of the Interior a report that includes—

(1) a detailed description of the current Fed-
eral permitting process for stone, sand, and
gravel development, including average timelines
from initial application to final approval;

(2) an analysis identifying potential ineffi-
ciencies and duplicative steps in such permitting
process and the impact of such inefficiencies
and duplicative steps on project timelines;

(3) the Secretary’s recommendations for legis-
lative or administrative actions to streamline
such permitting process; and

(4) a summary of the economic impacts associ-
ated with current permitting timelines under
such permitting process, specifically focusing on
the stone, sand, and gravel sectors.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3937,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my bill, the Wabeno Economic De-
velopment Act. This bill will expedite
the conveyance of 14 acres from the
Forest Service to Tony’s Wabeno Redi-
Mix, LLC, for fair market value.

Tony’s is a small ready-mix company
that has supplied the surrounding com-
munity with concrete for more than 25
years. The company’s concrete has
been used to build homes, fire and res-
cue buildings, shops, offices, and even
barns for local farmers.

Tony’s first began working with the
Forest Service on a land exchange pro-
posal more than 8 years ago. However,
the agency made it clear the project
was not a priority and lacked the re-
sources to complete it.

Wabeno is located in Forest County,
where roughly 50 percent of the land is
federally owned and only about 10 per-
cent of the land is fully taxable, so
there is limited private land available
for small business expansion.

We often talk up here about how im-
portant infrastructure is. Here is a
small business that helps infrastruc-
ture projects throughout northern Wis-
consin. This is a prime example of a
business that helps build America.
Without this parcel, Tony’s Redi-Mix
will run out of the necessary aggre-
gates it needs to produce concrete in
about the next 2 years.

This bill will keep this important
business in operation and, with it, the
17 hardworking people it currently em-
ploys.

Wabeno is a small town with a popu-
lation of just over 1,100 people. Mr.
Speaker, 17 jobs may not seem like a
big deal to people from the big cities,
but I can assure my colleagues the jobs
and economic benefits provided by this
small business are critically important
to this rural community.

This important conveyance will pro-
vide much-needed economic growth
and jobs for people in Wabeno and For-
est County. It has strong local support,
and I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
to make sure Tony’s Wabeno Redi-Mix
stays in business for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE,
Washington, DC, July 17, 2025.
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
3937, the ‘“Wabeno Economic Development
Act.” Thank you for collaborating with the
Committee on Agriculture on the matters
within our jurisdiction.

The Committee on Agriculture will forego
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any
subject matter contained in this or similar
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture
also reserves the right to seek appointment
of an appropriate number of conferees,
should it become necessary, and ask that
you support such a request.

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 3937 and request a copy of our
letters on this matter be published in the
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation.

Sincerely,
GLENN “GT”’ THOMPSON,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
Washington, DC, July 17, 2025.
Hon. GLENN “GT”’ THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding our
mutual understanding of H.R. 3937, the
Wabeno Economic Development Act, which
was ordered report by the Committee on
Natural Resources.

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the
Committee on Agriculture will not formally
consider H.R. 3937 and agree that the inac-
tion of your Committee with respect to the
bill does not waive any jurisdiction over the
subject matter contained therein.

I am pleased to support your request to
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration
of the bill. I appreciate your cooperation re-
garding this legislation.

Sincerely,
BRUCE WESTERMAN,
Chairman.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3937, legislation introduced by my col-
league from Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY).

This bill would authorize the convey-
ance of 14 acres of National Forest Sys-
tem land to Tony’s Wabeno Redi-Mix,
LLC, a concrete company based in
northern Wisconsin.

The land is located in a national for-
est, and the Forest Service determined
that the land is suitable for convey-
ance to private ownership. The costs
associated with the conveyance will be
covered by the company, and the prop-
erty will be conveyed at market value
as determined by Federal appraisal.

In addition to the conveyance, the
bill would require the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct and publish a com-
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prehensive review of the Federal per-
mitting process for the development of
stone, sand, and gravel on Federal
lands.

This review will include descriptions
of the Federal permitting process for
stone, sand, and gravel development. It
will also include an analysis of poten-
tial inefficiencies and recommenda-
tions for administrative or legislative
action, as well as a summary of eco-
nomic impacts associated with the cur-
rent permitting process.

Although the Committee on Natural
Resources has not held a hearing on
this bill in the 119th Congress, a hear-
ing was held last year, providing the
Forest Service with an opportunity to
comment on and evaluate the proposal.

This is a critical component of the
legislative process that ensures deci-
sions about the administration of our
national forests and public lands are
made out in the open. These shared re-
sources belong to all Americans, and
regular order ensures transparency,
something which all of our constitu-
ents deserve.

I know that as chair of the Federal
Lands Subcommittee, Representative
TIFFANY understands and embraces this
sentiment. I thank and congratulate
him on continuing to move this bill
forward in an open and objective man-
ner.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
DINGELL) for her support in regard to
this for the last two sessions of the
Natural Resources Committee and get-
ting this to the floor and for her help
in accomplishing this.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I urge
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this is a straight-
forward bill that supports rural jobs,
strengthens local economies, and im-
proves how we manage our Federal
lands.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
3937 today. Again, I hope the Senate
moves quickly to advance this impor-
tant piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
TIFFANY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3937, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

GREAT LAKES MASS MARKING
PROGRAM ACT OF 2025

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1917) to establish the Great Lakes
Mass Marking Program, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1917

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Great Lakes
Mass Marking Program Act of 2025 .

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Great Lakes have experienced rapid
changes in recent years due to—

(A) the introduction of multiple aquatic
invasive species;

(B) alterations in the food web; and

(C) decreases in the abundance of prey spe-
cies;

(2) due to rapid biological change in the Great
Lakes, the Great Lakes need a collaborative,
science-based program to assist in making man-
agement actions regarding fish stocking rates,
the rehabilitation of important fish species, and
habitat restoration;

(3) the States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Wisconsin and Indian Tribes in those States,
working through the Council of Lake Commit-
tees of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission,
have identified that mass marking is—

(4) a precise tool to keep hatchery-produced
fish in balance with wild fish; and

(B) essential to achieving fishery management
and research objectives through producing a
better understanding of—

(i) the quantity of hatchery produced fish
compared to wild fish in the Great Lakes;

(ii) the effectiveness of hatchery operations;
and

(iii) the effectiveness of fishery management
actions;

(4) the mass marking program of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service in the Great
Lakes—

(A) was initiated in 2010 on a limited scale;

(B) annually tags approximately 9,000,000 to
11,000,000 of the hatchery-produced fish stocked
in the Great Lakes;

(C) is a basinwide cooperative effort among
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, In-
dian Tribes, and State management agencies;
and

(D) produces data used by State and Tribal
fish management agencies to make management
decisions regarding Great Lakes fisheries;

(5) annually, Federal, State, and Tribal agen-
cies stock approximately 21,000,000 hatchery-
produced fish in the Great Lakes to support—

(A) native species recovery; and

(B) recreational and commercial fishing;

(6) mass marking of hatchery-produced fish,
using automated technology, is an efficient
method of implementing a collaborative, science-
based fishery program; and

(7) the Great Lakes are an important and val-
ued resource that—

(A) supports a robust regional economy valued
at more than $7,000,000,000; and

(B) provides stability to the economy of the
United States.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
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(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service.

(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’ means
the Great Lakes Mass Marking Program estab-
lished by section 4(a).

SEC. 4. GREAT LAKES MASS MARKING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—To assist in determining the
effectiveness of hatchery operations and fish-
eries management actions and to support Great
Lakes fisheries, there is established within the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service a pro-
gram for the mass marking of hatchery-pro-
duced fish in the Great Lakes basin, to be
known as the ‘‘Great Lakes Mass Marking Pro-
gram’’.

(b) AUTHORIZED ACTIONS.—In carrying out
the Program, the Director may—

(1) purchase capital and expendable equip-
ment, fish tags, and other items mecessary to
support and carry out tagging and tag recovery
operations, including data processing and data
dissemination relating to those operations; and

(2) hire additional personnel, as necessary.

(c) REQUIRED COLLABORATION.—In carrying
out the Program, the Director shall collaborate
with applicable Federal, State, and Tribal fish
management agencies, the Council of Lake Com-
mittees of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission,
and signatories to the Joint Strategic Plan for
Management of Great Lakes Fisheries.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF DATA.—The Director
shall make the data collected under the Program
available to applicable Federal, State, and Trib-
al fish management agencies—

(1) to increase the understanding of the out-
comes of management action;

(2) to assist in meeting the restoration objec-
tives of the Great Lakes, including the fish com-
munity objectives and fish management plans
described in the Joint Strategic Plan for Man-
agement of Great Lakes Fisheries;

(3) to assist in balancing predators and prey;

(4) to support and improve the economic sta-
tus of Tribal, recreational, and commercial fish-
eries; and

(5) to assist in evaluating the effectiveness of
habitat restoration efforts in the Great Lakes.
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authoriced to be appropriated to
carry out the Program $2,700,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2026 through 2030.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY) and the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1917,
the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1917, the Great Lakes Mass Marking
Program Act of 2025, sponsored by my
colleague from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL).

According to the Great Lakes Fish-
ery Commission, the Tribal, commer-
cial, and recreational fisheries in the
five Great Lakes are home to 177 spe-
cies of fish, including 139 native spe-
cies.
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These Tribal, commercial, and rec-
reational fisheries have an annual eco-
nomic value exceeding $7 billion and
support over 75,000 jobs.

One of the greatest challenges facing
the Great Lakes is the threat of
invasive species, such as the sea lam-
prey and Asian carp. To counter these
invasive species, Tribal, Federal, and
State agencies introduce hatchery-
raised fish to encourage the recovery of
native species. For example, in 2024,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 10
hatcheries that support the Great
Lakes region introduced more than 4.7
million hatchery fish into the five
Great Lakes.

To gather data on the success of
hatchery fish, wildlife managers tag
large numbers of these fish through a
practice known as mass marking. This
practice enables them to easily distin-
guish between hatchery fish and wild
fish populations.

In addition to tagging hatchery fish,
this program also plays a vital role in
aiding cooperative fisheries manage-
ment decisions with States and Tribes
by producing data on the health of the
fishery.

The Great Lakes Mass Marking Pro-
gram Act was administratively estab-
lished in 2010 and continues to receive
appropriations despite never being au-
thorized by Congress. H.R. 1917 would
provide formal congressional author-
ization for this existing program,
thereby increasing the opportunity for
congressional oversight over the pro-
gram. Importantly, by providing a
statutory authorization, it would bet-
ter enable the Committee on Natural
Resources to make substantive changes
to how the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice administers the program, should
changes be necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for considering my important legisla-
tion, the Great Lakes Mass Marking
Program Act, today.

I thank my friends, Representatives
HUIZENGA and WALBERG, for their bi-
partisan support and partnership on
this bill. I also thank Chairman
WESTERMAN and Ranking Member
HUFFMAN for their support.

Mr. Speaker, the Great Lakes States
and Tribes, along with the Fish and
Wildlife Service, annually stock mil-
lions of salmon and trout to restore na-
tive fish populations, diversify sport
fisheries, and control invasive forage
fishes within the Great Lakes. How-
ever, little is known about how well
these fish survive, contribute to the
fisheries, and reproduce in the wild.
This is where mass marking comes into
play.

Mass marking is the practice of tag-
ging large numbers of hatchery-raised
fish so we can easily distinguish them
from the wild fish population.
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The planned method within the Great
Lakes is to clip the adipose fin, the
small fin on the dorsal side near the
tail, combined with a coded wire tag,
or CWT. A CWT is a 1.1 millimeter-
long, tiny stainless steel wire marked
with serial numbers denoting a specific
group of fish.

This tag can be extracted after recap-
ture, which will provide biologists with
key population characteristics, such as
survival, movement, contribution to
fisheries, growth, and their levels of
natural reproduction.

This legislation would enable the
Fish and Wildlife Service to mark all
hatchery-produced fish within the
Great Lakes. Currently, we tag only
around 9 to 11 million of the 21 million
fish stocked in the Great Lakes each
year.

Marking all hatchery fish will dras-
tically improve data collection, ena-
bling better analysis of the health of
wild fish stocks. This information will
provide valuable insights to help de-
velop a science-based, collaborative
fishery management program. This leg-
islation also ensures that the collected
data will be shared with all relevant
fishery management agencies.

We have seen the effectiveness of
these types of programs in the Pacific
Northwest for salmon and steelhead
management. With the Great Lakes
fishing economy, which is valued at
about $5.5 billion, it is time we invest
in this proven data-driven approach
that would significantly enhance the
sustainability and effectiveness of
hatchery operations and fisheries man-
agement.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
again for considering this important
legislation today, and I encourage my
colleagues to support its final passage.
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. WALBERG).

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, to Michiganders, the
Great Lakes are more than just a nat-
ural resource. They are a source of
pride for our State, a cornerstone of
our identity, and a home to our world-
class fisheries.

From Lake Michigan to Lake Erie,
generations of anglers have cast their
lines into these great waters, and fami-
lies like mine have taken their chil-
dren and grandchildren to make their
first catch, creating meaningful and
lasting memories.

These fisheries are also a lifeline for
our local economy. Taken together, the
Great Lakes commercial, recreational,
and Tribal fisheries generate over $7
billion annually and support over 75,000
jobs.

That is why I am proud to join Rep-
resentatives DEBBIE DINGELL and BILL
HUIZENGA on the Great Lakes Mass
Marking Program Act, which will build
on the success of the Great Lakes Mass
Marking Program to implement the
large-scale marking of fish in all
hatcheries.
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In 2023, an angler from Sheboygan
caught a 35-inch lake trout—I am jeal-
ous—which was marked as part of the
program. Its coded tag revealed that
the trout hatched in 1984 and was
raised at the Iron River National Fish
Hatchery before being stocked on She-
boygan Reef in 1985.

Data like this allows us to better un-
derstand migratory patterns and popu-
lation changes. By expanding the pro-
gram to all Great Lakes hatcheries, we
can improve fishing practices, increase
efficiencies, and save resources wher-
ever possible.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the Great Lakes Mass Marking
Program Act so that we can preserve
our fisheries and be better stewards of
this great national treasure.

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I will
note that I have no further requests for
time. I thank my colleague from
Michigan (Mr. TIFFANY) for supporting
this bill.

I invite all of my colleagues to join
me fishing on the Great Lakes. It
might be good therapy for this institu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, the
Great Lakes are both an ecological and
economic engine for our Nation. It is
our duty as Members of Congress to
safeguard them for future generations,
and H.R. 1917 is a step forward in that
process.

I thank Representatives DINGELL,
WALBERG, and HUIZENGA for their ef-
forts on this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I urge my
colleagues to support the bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
TIFFANY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1917, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken
in the following order:

Motions to suspend the rules and
pass:

H.R. 3937; and,

H.R. 1917.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant
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to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

———

WABENO ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3937) to provide for the con-
veyance of certain Federal land in
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
TIFFANY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 410, nays 1,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 215]

YEAS—410

Adams Cloud Frankel, Lois
Aderholt Clyburn Franklin, Scott
Aguilar Clyde Friedman
Alford Cohen Frost
Allen Cole Fry
Amo Collins Fulcher
Amodei (NV) Comer Garamendi
Ansari Conaway Garbarino
Auchincloss Correa Garcia (CA)
Babin Costa Garcla (IL)
Bacon Courtney Garcia (TX)
Baird Craig Gill (TX)
Balderson Crane Gillen
Balint Crank Gimenez
Barr Crawford Golden (ME)
Barragan Crenshaw Goldman (NY)
Barrett Crow Goldman (TX)
Baumgartner Cuellar Gomez
Bean (FL) Davids (KS) Gonzales, Tony
Beatty Davidson Gonzalez, V.
Begich Davis (IL) Gooden
Bell Davis (NC) Goodlander
Bentz De La Cruz Gosar
Bera Dean (PA) Gottheimer
Bergman DeGette Gray
Beyer DeLauro Green, Al (TX)
Bice DelBene Greene (GA)
Biggs (AZ) Deluzio Griffith
Biggs (SC) DeSaulnier Grothman
Bilirakis DesJarlais Guest
Bishop Dexter Guthrie
Bonamici Diaz-Balart Hamadeh (AZ)
Bost Dingell Harder (CA)
Boyle (PA) Doggett Haridopolos
Brecheen Donalds Harrigan
Bresnahan Downing Harris (MD)
Brown Dunn (FL) Harris (NC)
Brownley Edwards Hayes
Buchanan Elfreth Hern (OK)
Budzinski Ellzey Hill (AR)
Burchett Emmer Himes
Burlison Escobar Hinson
Bynum Espaillat Horsford
Calvert Estes Houchin
Cammack Evans (CO) Houlahan
Carbajal Evans (PA) Hoyer
Carey Ezell Hoyle (OR)
Carson Fallon Hudson
Carter (LA) Fedorchak Huizenga
Carter (TX) Feenstra Hunt
Casar Fields Hurd (CO)
Case Figures Issa
Casten Fine Ivey
Castor (FL) Finstad Jack
Castro (TX) Fischbach Jackson (IL)
Cherfilus- Fitzgerald Jackson (TX)

McCormick Fitzpatrick Jacobs
Chu Fleischmann James
Ciscomani Fletcher Jayapal
Cisneros Flood Jeffries
Clark (MA) Fong Johnson (GA)
Clarke (NY) Foster Johnson (SD)
Cleaver Foushee Johnson (TX)
Cline Foxx Jordan
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Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Lynch

Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Mannion
Massie
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McCaul
MecClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Mclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)

Arrington
Boebert
Carter (GA)
Crockett
Graves
Hageman
Harshbarger

Messrs.

Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Olszewski
Omar
Onder
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Patronis
Pelosi
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Roy

Ruiz

Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Schmidt
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin

NAYS—1
Tlaib

Higgins (LA)
Huffman
Langworthy
Mast
Morrison
Scanlon
Schakowsky
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Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Shreve
Simon
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strong
Stutzman
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Turner (OH)
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (GA)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

NOT VOTING—19

Stauber
Stefanik
Strickland
Swalwell
Van Orden

GOMEZ, CARSON, and Ms.
CLARKE of New York changed their
vote from ‘‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the

bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GREAT LAKES MASS MARKING
PROGRAM ACT OF 2025

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CAMMACK). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the unfinished business is the vote
on the motion to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 1917) to establish the
Great Lakes Mass Marking Program,
and for other purposes, as amended, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
TIFFANY) that the House suspend the

rules and pass the bill, as amended.
This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 360, nays 57,

not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 216]

YEAS—360

Adams Crow Harder (CA)
Aderholt Cuellar Haridopolos
Aguilar Davids (KS) Harshbarger
Alford Davidson Hayes
Amo Davis (IL) Hill (AR)
Amodei (NV) Dayvis (NC) Himes
Ansari De La Cruz Hinson
Arrington Dean (PA) Horsford
Auchincloss DeGette Houlahan
Babin DeLauro Hoyer
Bacon DelBene Hoyle (OR)
Baird Deluzio Hudson
Balderson DeSaulnier Huffman
Balint DesJarlais Huizenga
Barr Dexter Hunt
Barragan Diaz-Balart Hurd (CO)
Barrett Dingell Issa
Baumgartner Doggett Ivey
Beatty Dunn (FL) Jack
Bell Elfreth Jackson (IL)
Bentz Ellzey Jacobs
Bera Emmer James
Bergman Escobar Jayapal
Beyer Espaillat Jeffries
Bice Evans (CO) Johnson (GA)
Bilirakis Ezell Johnson (SD)
Bishop Fallon Johnson (TX)
Bonamici Feenstra Jordan
Bost Fields Joyce (PA)
Boyle (PA) Figures Kamlager-Dove
Bresnahan Finstad Kaptur
Brown Fischbach Kean
Brownley Fitzgerald Keating
Buchanan Fitzpatrick Kelly (IL)
Budzinski Fleischmann Kelly (MS)
Bynum Fletcher Kelly (PA)
Calvert Flood Kennedy (NY)
Carbajal Fong Khanna
Carey Foster Kiggans (VA)
Carson Foushee Kiley (CA)
Carter (LA) Frankel, Lois Kim
Carter (TX) Friedman Krishnamoorthi
Casar Frost Kustoff
Case Garamendi LaHood
Casten Garbarino LaLota
Castor (FL) Garcia (CA) LaMalfa
Castro (TX) Garcla (IL) Landsman
Cherfilus- Garcia (TX) Langworthy

McCormick Gillen Larsen (WA)
Chu Gimenez Larson (CT)
Ciscomani Golden (ME) Latimer
Cisneros Goldman (NY) Latta
Clark (MA) Gomez Lawler
Clarke (NY) Gonzales, Tony Lee (FL)
Cleaver Gonzalez, V. Lee (NV)
Clyburn Gooden Lee (PA)
Cohen Goodlander Leger Fernandez
Comer Gottheimer Letlow
Conaway Gray Levin
Correa Green, Al (TX) Liccardo
Costa Griffith Lieu
Courtney Grothman Lofgren
Craig Guest Loudermilk
Crawford Guthrie Lucas
Crenshaw Hageman Luna

Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McCaul
McClain
McClain Delaney
MecClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Min
Moolenaar
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar

Allen
Bean (FL)
Begich
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Brecheen
Burchett
Burlison
Cammack
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Collins
Crane
Crank
Donalds
Downing
Edwards
Estes

Boebert
Carter (GA)
Cole
Crockett
Evans (PA)

Mr.

Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz

Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Shreve
Simon
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spartz

NAYS—57

Fedorchak
Fine

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher

Gill (TX)
Goldman (TX)
Gosar

Greene (GA)
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Hern (OK)
Houchin
Jackson (TX)
Kennedy (UT)
Knott

Graves
Higgins (LA)
Joyce (OH)
Mfume
Scanlon

[ 1656

from ‘“‘nay’’ to “‘yea.”
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
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Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steil
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Stutzman
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Turner (OH)
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (GA)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Massie
McCormick
McGuire
Miller (IL)
Mills

Moore (AL)
Moore (WV)
Norman
Ogles

Onder
Patronis
Perry

Roy
Schmidt
Scott, Austin
Self

Steube
Taylor
Webster (FL)

NOT VOTING—13

Stefanik
Swalwell
Van Orden

LUTTRELL changed his vote
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | missed a
series of votes today. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 215
and YEA on Roll Call No. 216.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 215 and YEA on Roll Call No. 216.

————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 1522

Ms. RANDALL. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that I may
hereafter be considered to be the first
sponsor of H.R. 1522, a bill originally
introduced by Representative CON-
NOLLY of Virginia, for the purpose of
adding cosponsors and requesting
reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule
XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3941

Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I hereby remove my name as
cosponsor of H.R. 3941.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is granted.

——
O 1700

WEST END FAIR CELEBRATING
100TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the 100th anniversary of the West
End Fair in Union County, Pennsyl-
vania.

The West End Fair started as a
homecoming picnic for the residents of
Laurelton and has always been held
during the first week of August so
sweet corn could be served.

Originally known as the Corn Fes-
tival, the fair evolved into the agricul-
tural fair that it is today and remains
the only fair in Union County.

This weeklong celebration encom-
passes the very best of our rural com-
munities, from tractor pulls to fair
rides and animal exhibits to car shows.
The excitement, nostalgia, and com-
munity bond is everywhere.

This year, the Union County West
End Fair Association is partnering
with the Union County Historical Soci-
ety to promote a book and exhibit that
showcase the importance of agriculture
in central Pennsylvania and the devel-
opment of the fair over the last 100
years.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate the
Union County West End Fair Associa-
tion and all the dedicated volunteers
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on this milestone anniversary and

their commitment to preserving the

spirit of this wonderful event.
———

TERMINATING TOMATO
SUSPENSION AGREEMENT

(Mr. STANTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in strong opposition to the
Department of Commerce’s decision to
terminate the Tomato Suspension
Agreement and slap a 20 percent tariff
on tomatoes imported from Mexico.

This is a political choice that di-
rectly raises prices on American fami-
lies and hurts American workers and
businesses. It hits Arizona’s economy
especially hard. Nearly half of all to-
matoes imported from Mexico come
through our State.

This industry supports more than
22,000 jobs in Arizona, 50,000 nationally,
and Trump’s tomato tax puts $8.3 bil-
lion in economic activity at risk. In
fact, 136 Arizona businesses have for-
mally urged the Department of Com-
merce to preserve the Tomato Suspen-
sion Agreement: restaurants, retailers,
trucking companies, and chambers of
commerce.

This is all to overturn an effective
and enforceable agreement that has
been in place for almost 30 years, and it
drives us away from Mexico at a time
when we should be expanding our rela-
tionship with Arizona’s and America’s
largest trading partner.

Ending the Tomato Suspension
Agreement will lead to higher tomato
prices and shortages around the coun-
try. I urge the Commerce Department
to reverse course.

————

HONORING LIFE AND LEGACY OF
DARLENE MARCELLE

(Mr. WIED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WIED. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the life and legacy of
Darlene Marcelle, a devoted public
servant, community leader, and cher-
ished member of the Green Bay com-
munity.

Born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, Dar-
lene dedicated her life to serving her
community with unwavering commit-
ment and grace. A proud graduate of
Cooks High School and, later, beauty
college in Green Bay, she built a distin-
guished career as a beautician, teach-
er’s assistant, and as Brown County
Clerk, winning the November 1996 elec-
tion and serving 16 years until her re-
tirement in 2012. Her tenure was
marked by integrity, efficiency, and a
deep commitment to the residents of
Brown County.

Darlene’s impact extended far beyond
her professional role. She was a pillar
of community engagement, actively
participating in numerous organiza-
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tions that strengthened the fabric of
Brown County. As a member of Man-
agement Women, Inc., she served on
the membership committee, fostering
professional growth and empowerment.
Her involvement with the Starlite
Neighborhood Association as a board
member and part of the beautification
committee reflected her passion for en-
hancing her community’s quality of
life. At St. Philip the Apostle Catholic
Church, Darlene was a devoted mem-
ber, contributing to the Christmas at
Riverside committee, finance com-
mittee, and altar society, where her
faith and service inspired those around
her. Since 1997, she served on the public
policy committee of Aspiro, advocating
for individuals with disabilities and
promoting inclusive policies.

Darlene’s leadership was character-
ized by her ability to bring people to-
gether, whether through her work in
government or her volunteer efforts.
Her dedication to public service earned
her the respect and admiration of col-
leagues, neighbors, and friends. She
was known for her warmth, her tireless
work ethic, and her ability to make ev-
eryone feel valued.

Madam Speaker, may her memory be
a blessing.

————————

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN GAZA

(Mr. TRAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TRAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my horror at the re-
ports coming from Gaza of hundreds of
innocent civilians being killed or
maimed while they are seeking human-
itarian assistance. This is a humani-
tarian crisis.

Congress and the Trump administra-
tion must take action to put an end to
the violence. Killing those seeking food
is incompatible with the pursuit of
peace.

The choice by Israeli leadership to
engage in military actions at aid sites
endangers all innocent Palestinians
and Israelis who deserve to live with
dignity.

I am the child of refugees. My par-
ents were forced to flee because they
feared for their own lives in their home
country.

The United States must ensure that
the Palestinian people can live their
lives in peace without the fear that
they will be killed in line for food.

———
RECOGNIZING MARK OTTEN

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to recognize an extraordinary Utah
educator, Mr. Mark Otten, a teacher at
Gunnison Valley High School in South
Sanpete School District.

Mark has been teaching for 40 years
at the same high school he once at-
tended. He teaches 11th grade math and
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college algebra with one goal in mind:
to help his students surpass him, and
they do.

One of his students just ranked num-
ber one in Utah and number two in the
Nation in the Trig-Star exam, beating
Mr. Otten’s own timed score.

Some of Mark’s former students are
now his doctor, dentist, and even his
mechanic. That is the kind of legacy
every teacher hopes for.

Mr. Otten says he is not ready to re-
tire, and I hope he doesn’t because
Utah needs more educators like him:
humble, committed, with passion for
and belief in the next generation.

———

BRING MEANINGFUL RELIEF FOR
CONSTITUENTS

(Mr. OLSZEWSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Madam Speaker, it
is now the fourth time I have come to
this floor with a poster to count the
days. We are now 200 days into this ses-
sion of Congress and, sadly, I return
with the same message. I wish it
weren’t so.

I have scoured our voting record, try-
ing in vain to find one vote, just one,
that would lower costs for American
families. The closest I found was a bill
that would improve price transparency
for concert tickets, but nothing to ac-
tually address price gouging.

When it comes to the most basic of
necessities, there hasn’t been one seri-
ous effort from House leadership to
lower costs. Instead, President Trump
and this GOP majority are doing the
opposite, driving up costs through tar-
iffs. The big, ugly budget makes things
even worse by ending food programs
and causing both healthcare costs and
utility bills to skyrocket.

I again call on House leadership to
bring legislation to this floor that de-
livers meaningful relief to all our con-
stituents.

——
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HONORING VIRGINIA BEACH
LIFESAVING SERVICE

(Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, the Virginia Beach Lifesaving
Service started in 1930, and it is the
largest and oldest beach lifesaving
service in the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia.

Over their almost 90-year existence,
thousands of lifeguards have come
through this program and provided
critical services to the millions of visi-
tors who travel to Virginia Beach an-
nually.

Virginia Beach Lifesaving Service
employs around 200 lifesavers each
summer to guard and patrol more than
5 miles of public oceanfront beaches.
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This was on full display for the Fourth
of July holiday shown here.

Virginia Beach Lifesaving personnel
are trained in surf lifesaving surveil-
lance and rescue techniques, as well as
emergency medical response.

Under the leadership of Tom Gill, the
Virginia Beach Lifesaving Service also
hosts and participates in local, re-
gional, and national competitions to
motivate guards to train harder and
better work together to protect the
citizens and visitors of the oceanfront.

Madam Speaker, I offer my sincere
appreciation to the Virginia Beach
Lifesaving Service for providing the
highest level of care to the citizens and
visitors that enjoy our beautiful beach-
es.

——
HONORING ARCHBOLD BUCKEYE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the legacy of the
Archbold Buckeye. This community
newspaper published its final edition
on June 25, after 120 years of unwaver-
ing service to Archbold, Pettisville,
and greater Fulton County, Ohio.

The Archbold Buckeye held value as
a small-town newspaper that has been
far more than print and ink. It was
part of the beating heart that is our
northwest Ohio community. It has
been upfront and present.

I have had the honor of meeting with
the Buckeye’s devoted team that in-
cluded Mary Huber, David Pugh, and
generations of the Taylor family. They
saw and reported firsthand their com-
mitment to truth, neighbors, and to
the stories that shape small-town life
in America.

From town council meetings to birth
and death announcements, the Buck-
eye chronicled life with dignity and
care. It won dozens of awards but, more
importantly, earned the trust of its
readers.

As local newspapers sadly vanish
across our country, we must remember
democracy cannot thrive without in-
formed and engaged citizens. On behalf
of myself and our northwest Ohio com-
munity, I thank the Archbold Buckeye
for 120 years of leadership and service.
We are flying a flag of gratitude over
our capital to honor their generations
of patriotic- and community-minded
publishers and reporters.

Let us hope that the future will
produce leaders like these to keep
America informed and engaged.

————

RECOGNIZING MAYOR MARILYN
HATLEY

(Mr. FRY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FRY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an incredible public
servant and a great friend, Mayor
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Marilyn Hatley of Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina, who is retiring after two dec-
ades of public service.

Marilyn has been a constant force for
many years, leading with strength,
dedication, and a genuine heart for the
people of North Myrtle Beach.

She is a pioneer. She has worked
harder than anyone. In fact, she is one
of the hardest-working women that I
know to make North Myrtle Beach not
just a premier tourist destination but a
place we are all proud to call home.

She has championed beach renourish-
ment, expanded recreational opportu-
nities, and helped build major infra-
structure, all while Kkeeping North
Myrtle Beach on budget with some of
the lowest taxes and crime rates in
South Carolina.

The entire city is proud of the lasting
impact Marilyn has made on North
Myrtle Beach. I know she will enjoy
this next chapter. She has earned it.

———————

HONORING CONSTITUENT OF THE
WEEK DALE SISSON

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to congratulate my con-
stituent of the week, Dale Sisson, on
his retirement from the Naval Surface
Warfare Center, Dahlgren Division.

A native of King George, Mr. Sisson
has dedicated his career to his commu-
nity. In addition to his membership in
the Senior Executive Service, Mr.
Sisson has a career at Dahlgren that
spans 21 years. He has a variety of re-
sponsibilities, working his way up to
the position of technical director where
he has managed over 5,000 workers and
a multibillion-dollar portfolio.

Much of that work that Mr. Sisson
does is classified and, therefore, cannot
be publicly recognized. As a 25-year
veteran, I know Mr. Sisson’s work has
safeguarded our country and service-
members.

Public servants like Mr. Sisson have
always had the backs of our commu-
nities, and I am committed to paying
this forward in Congress

Mr. Speaker, I extend my deepest
gratitude to Mr. Sisson for his service
to our country and wish him well on
his next chapter.

———

CELEBRATING THE 154TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THE CITY OF COLORADO
SPRINGS

(Mr. CRANK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRANK. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 154th birthday of
the city of Colorado Springs.

Founded in 1871 by General William
Jackson Palmer, Colorado Springs is
now home to hundreds of thousands of
people nestled in the shadow of the ma-
jestic Pikes Peak which inspired Kath-
arine Lee Bates to write the great
song, ‘‘America the Beautiful.”
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I have been proud to work for the
people of Colorado Springs for over 30
years, and I have seen it grow from a
thriving city to an emerging economic
titan in Colorado and in the West.

Home to several military installa-
tions, Colorado Springs has always
been a haven for Active-Duty service-
members and our honorable veterans.

In 1870, General Palmer said this
about Colorado Springs after seeing the
area for the first time. He said: ‘‘Could
one live in constant view of these
grand mountains without being ele-
vated by them into a lofty plane of

thought and purpose?”’
Madam Speaker, it is this thought

and purpose that has driven Colorado
Springs to be a world-leading city, and
I look forward the city’s continued
growth.

————

CBP TURNS HOUSTON AIRPORT
INTO TRAP

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BALINT. Madam Speaker, I take
to the floor today because I am angry
and so are Vermonters. We are furious
because of what happened yesterday to
a Vermonter, a U.S. citizen, as he at-

tempted to return home.

Wilmer Chavarria is a community
leader. He is a school superintendent in
my State. He was held and interro-
gated for hours yesterday in the Hous-
ton airport by CBP agents and given no
reason for his detainment. Wilmer
called this experience psychological
terror.

Again, we are talking about a U.S.
citizen here. When we say this can hap-
pen to any of us, this is what we are
talking about. This kind of violation of
our constitutional rights is how leaders
use terror to intimidate us into silence.

I don’t want to hear about how every-
one is going after the violent criminals
in this country and trying to get vio-
lent criminals off the streets, when
community leaders and school super-
intendents are being detained because
of the color of their skin and the sound
of their last name.

Madam Speaker, we need to hold
onto our collective outrage. We do not
need to accept this. This is not what
Americans want.

———

RECOGNIZING CANTON
REPOSITORY REPORTERS

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to recognize five exceptional
journalists from the Canton Reposi-
tory, one of Ohio’s most important
publications, as this Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District Champion of the
Week.

Grace Springer received second place
in the Best Government/Political Re-
porting category.

Charita Goshay received second place
in the Best Religion Reporting cat-
egory.
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Nancy Molnar received first place in
the Justice Reporting category.

Finally, for the Best of Show in Ohio
category, Tim Botos received second
place, and Kelli Weir took home first
in this category.

I congratulate these outstanding
journalists and thank them. I thank
them for keeping readers across Canton
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District in
northeast Ohio region informed.

These five journalists earned top
honors in the 2025 Ohio’s Best Jour-
nalism contest sponsored by the Cleve-
land, Columbus, and Cincinnati chap-
ters of the Society of Professional
Journalists.

Their work at the Canton Repository
is truly exceptional, and I am proud to
represent a district that is kept in-
formed by their outstanding reporting.

I hope all my colleagues will join me
in saying congratulations to our fourth
branch of government and these excep-
tional reporters as we recognize them
as Ohio’s 13th Congressional District
Champion of the Week.

——
CELEBRATING RACER TRUST

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate RACER Trust
based in Detroit for its extraordinary
work turning abandoned industrial
sites into engines of economic growth
across Michigan and this country.

Following the Great Recession, the
RACER Trust was established to clean
up and redevelop over 7,000 acres of
shuttered properties. In fact, it was
created by the team that I had the
privilege of working on in the Obama
administration, the U.S. Auto Rescue
Task Force.

RACER Trust has reimagined the
process to meet challenges facing long-
held industrial sites. I have also gotten
a chance to visit many of these sites
through my Manufacturing Monday
program.

They include Williams International,
United Wholesale Mortgage, Challenge
Manufacturing, and the M1l Concourse
featured here, all of which are located
in Pontiac, Michigan. These were shut-
tered industrial plants that are now
beacons of light in our community, and
we should celebrate their success.
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RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF BEA-
VERTON AND MAYOR LACEY
BEATY

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
to recognize the city of Beaverton and
Mayor Lacey Beaty for being selected
as 1 of 50 finalists in the 2025
Bloomberg Mayors Challenge.

Selected from over 630 global appli-
cants, Beaverton’s bold initiative re-
imagines housing through community-
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led, intergenerational models that put
homeownership within reach for more
Oregonians.

Imagine a walkable neighborhood
with vibrant shops, restaurants, and
community-led events for all residents,
a neighborhood that sets up families
with the resources and support they
need to own a home, a neighborhood
where sustainability and accessibility
are priorities.

This is Beaverton’s dream, and they
are making it a reality. At a time when
too many families are priced out, this
idea addresses unnecessary barriers,
high costs, zoning limits, and a lack of
housing options through a new and in-
novative plan to create more starter
housing.

I congratulate Mayor Beaty and the
entire city of Beaverton for this re-
markable achievement and for showing
the world what is possible.

—————

FEMA CUTS AND HURRICANE
SEASON

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Madam Speaker, the
harrowing videos and stories out of
Texas earlier this month are another
reminder of how unpredictable and
dangerous weather has become. Cli-
mate change is fueling more frequent
and extreme weather events, and the
Federal Government has a duty to be
ready to respond quickly.

What happened in Texas shows we
need to strengthen FEMA, not weaken
it. That means making sure the agency
is fully staffed and fully funded. That
means answering the phones.

Unfortunately, the administration is
doing the opposite, gutting our Na-
tion’s largest emergency management
agency.

As a New Yorker, I saw the flooding
in Texas and immediately thought of
hurricane season on the East Coast. It
has been a few years since a major
storm hit our region. We are due. Local
and State agencies are preparing, but
this year they are doing so without the
help of FEMA'’s predisaster mitigation
grants because the administration can-
celed the program.

Cutting emergency  preparedness
funding doesn’t prevent disasters. It
just makes them harder to handle.
Once again, it is Americans who will
pay the price.

CLIMATE CRISIS IS A PUBLIC
HEALTH EMERGENCY

(Ms. DEXTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEXTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to declare that climate crisis is a
public health emergency, and the Fed-
eral Government must treat it as such.
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In the last decade, more than half of
the 120 public health emergency dec-
larations issued by the Department of
Health and Human Services were a re-
sult of climate-related events: extreme
heat, wildfire smoke, hurricanes,
floods, and the spread of disease.

Last week, I introduced the Climate
Health Emergency Act to address this
reality head-on. It directs the Sec-
retary of the Department of Health and
Human Services to declare the climate
crisis a public health emergency.

This declaration will unlock emer-
gency powers and coordination to allow
an effective response to the rapidly es-
calating public health threat posed by
climate change. Enabling interagency
coordination, this bill will break down
silos, maximizing our ability to effec-
tively and efficiently respond.

As a lung and critical care physician,
I have seen the direct harm climate
change has on our patients: organs
shutting down from heat exposure and
lungs failing from smoke inhalation. I
will not stand by silently as our gov-
ernment continues to fail to meet this
crisis with the urgency it so demands.

Madam Speaker, I urge your support.
Our children deserve a healthy future.
Our job is to fight for it.

———

CELEBRATING NORTH AMERICAN
FILM ASSOCIATION

(Mr. THANEDAR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. THANEDAR. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to celebrate North Amer-
ican Film Association, NAFA, an orga-
nization dedicated to promoting
Marathi cinema and culture in North
America. By making Marathi cinema
more accessible, NAFA aims to pre-
serve Maharashtra’s rich cultural her-
itage, bridge cultural boundaries, and
create a more diverse arts and culture
space.

NAFA is having a film festival of
Marathi films in San Jose, California,
on July 25 through 27, 2026, and I wish
to convey my best wishes to NAFA.

I also want to recognize Mr. Abhi
Gholap, an accomplished filmmaker
and founder of NAFA. Abhi Gholap is
also deeply committed to service, sup-
porting children with leukemia in rural
India through the Jiji-Bhau Cancer
Foundation.

‘“Best wishes to NAFA from this
Marathi-speaking Congressman’’;

“Tumchya Marathi bolnarya
Congresssadaashyakadun uttam
shubhechha.”

——
SAFE KITS

(Ms. ELFRETH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ELFRETH. Madam Speaker, on
March 13, the Department of Defense
issued new guidance: Military health
clinics overseas would no longer pro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

vide rape test kits to American civilian
workers and contractors serving along-
side our servicemembers abroad. These
are our intelligence analysts, our
teachers, our doctors, and our support
staff performing critical roles all in
support of our national security. We
broke a fundamental promise with
them, that when you serve your coun-
try in the most dangerous of places,
your country will have your back.

I have spent my time on this House
floor urging for the reversal of harmful
cuts just like these, and I spend my
time in committee questioning Sec-
retary Hegseth as to why this policy
was ever changed in the first place.
Today, I am glad to report that 8 days
after the hearing with Secretary
Hegseth, that policy has been reversed.

It is proof that when the general pub-
lic leans in and engages their govern-
ment, and when Members of Congress
amplify their voices, we can make
meaningful change.

I will continue to call out the cuts of
this Trump administration because the
cost to all of us is far too great. There
is too much at risk when this adminis-
tration blindly takes a sledgehammer
to the Federal Government and the
services Americans deserve.

I urge my colleagues to follow this
example.

——
0 1730
VISION BENEFIT MANAGERS

(Ms. CLARKE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to urge support
for a crackdown on vision benefit man-
agers, or VBMs, and their exploitative
industry that exists only to profit from
the eyeglass frames and lenses they
make, the labs they own and operate,
and the patient data gathering and
mass retail operations built around
them.

VBMs not only undermine healthcare
access and quality, but threaten the
existence of independent eye care prac-
tices nationwide.

VBM contracting abuses are already
rampant, and their control over the
independent eye care practice is only
growing.

We cannot turn a blind eye, pun in-
tended, to the serious conflict of inter-
est concerns when a plan becomes both
a healthcare provider and payer.

We cannot ignore the consequences of
this unacceptable status quo, which
has arbitrarily limited treatment op-
tions to those which are profitable for
the VBM instead of effective for the pa-
tient.

———
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. LANDSMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today on behalf of the girls and
women in my district who just lost ac-
cess to their healthcare because of this
budget bill.

Just weeks after this bill passed, two
Planned Parenthood clinics in south-
west Ohio are closing. These are clinics
thousands of girls and women rely on
for things like cancer screenings and
contraceptive care, their basic
healthcare.

It is a direct attack on women, and it
is just the start. Millions and millions
of Americans will lose their
healthcare. In the end, more than 15
million people could be left without
care, all to pay for tax cuts for million-
aires, billionaires, and big corpora-
tions.

All it takes is a Congress that it is
willing to make the wealthiest in
America pay their taxes like the rest of
us and give those 15 million Americans
their healthcare back. It is that sim-
ple.

———

BUDGET BETRAYAL

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, Repub-
licans rammed through Trumps’ big
budget betrayal with the largest cut to
healthcare in American history. It will
cut Medicaid and the Affordable Care
Act by over $1.1 trillion.

In Michigan, in my State alone, over
450,000 people are now at risk of losing
their healthcare coverage, including
children, seniors, and people with dis-
abilities in our district.

These cuts will also impact EMS and
ambulance services across our Nation.
This budget will shrink the funds avail-
able to these departments and make it
impossible for them to keep operating.

The impact will also be felt in rural
areas where hospitals and community
health centers will close because they
rely heavily on Medicaid reimburse-
ments.

We all know we have sick care in our
country, and Medicaid is the only
Band-aid right now to keep it all to-
gether. This bill is a death sentence,
and over 50,000 people will die as a re-
sult of it.

Madam Speaker, you will see. Repub-
licans gave away trillions of dollars to
the richest people on the planet and
are letting our children and seniors die
from the lack of healthcare coverage.

They should be ashamed.

——
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION CHAOS

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today frustrated by the chaos and
harm that is being caused by House Re-
publicans under the direction of the
Trump administration. This week, the
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House is coming to a standstill because
Republicans refuse to address the Ep-
stein files despite Trump’s repeated
commitments to the American people
to do so.

However, their inability to deliver on
their promises runs much deeper.
Trump promised to end inflation and
make America affordable again, yet in-
flation rose 2.7 percent in June, and the
majority of Americans rightfully
blame the White House for driving up
the prices of food and groceries.

Trump said his mass deportation
agenda would only target violent
criminals, but over 90 percent of de-
tainees being held in New Jersey have
no criminal conviction.

Trump said he would improve the Af-
fordable Care Act, yet he just signed a
bill into law that cuts over $1 trillion
from healthcare and will cause an aver-
age ACA premium increase of over
$1,200 for people in our district.

Amidst the chaos, the inaction, and
the harm that is being caused in com-
munities nationwide, Democrats will
continue to do everything we can to
protect and uplift those whom we rep-
resent. We will continue to present an
alternative pathway forward, one that
fulfills the promises of this country
and delivers the results that all Ameri-
cans deserve.

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
LEGRAND

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Robert ‘“‘Bob”’
LeGrand, a pioneering figure in Texas
basketball who passed away on July 19.

From 1976 to 1987, Coach LeGrand,
also known as ‘‘Snake,” led the UTA
men’s basketball team, guiding them
to their first 20-win season and a his-
toric NIT berth in 1981.

Snake was known for his energy, his
drive, his showmanship, and his humor.
His legacy goes far beyond the wins. He
helped the University of Texas-Arling-
ton Movin’ Mavs wheelchair basketball
program start, and he was also very ac-
tive in the Fort Worth chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi. Coach LeGrand, or
Snake, as everybody affectionately
called him, was someone everyone
loved.

Madam Speaker, you would see him
in downtown Fort Worth, and you
would see him in Arlington holding
court with his sense of humor. Regard-
less of your background, Snake was
someone whom you embraced. He is
going to be missed. He was figuratively
and literally speaking a towering fig-
ure in our community. He will be
greatly missed.

I send my condolences to his wife,
Gloria, his children, and his grand-
children.
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CELEBRATING THE 102ND
BIRTHDAY OF PHILLIP RAMOS, SR.

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 102nd birthday
of a World War II veteran, Phillip
Ramos. He is part of the Greatest Gen-
eration.

He served in the U.S. Army Corps
from 1942 to 1945. Then he returned
home and served on local nonprofits.
He served on the L.A. United Way and
the Cal State University advisory
board. He then served as a council
member, planning commissioner, and
treasurer for the city of Montebello.

Phillip shows what it is to be part of
the Greatest Generation. He fought
World War II with honor and then re-
turned home to build this great Nation.

Madam Speaker, I wish Phil Ramos a
happy birthday and many more.

————

THIS CONGRESS DESERVES AN
6£F77

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, we are
going to adjourn and not do the peo-
ple’s business because we, thus far,
have gotten an “F’’, an “F” for the
work for the people of this Congress.

We have taken healthcare away from
hundreds of thousands of people. We
have taken SNAP payments and nutri-
tional sustenance away from tens of
hundreds of thousands of people. We
have made injuries to the Earth, God’s
BEarth, which we are here to preserve
and we only use.

We have taken away women’s rights
to go to Planned Parenthood to have
the healthcare that they need, impor-
tant healthcare about their bodies.

We have taken away protections for
clean energy, to change the rate of
growth of global warming that affects
our planet and affects our future with
hotter and hotter summers and more
and more problems: flash floods, fires,
and disasters.

This Congress has earned an “F.”” We
do not deserve any more.

I am ashamed to be a part of this
Congress, but I will be because people
need to stand up, speak the truth, and
stand up for things that the American
people have stood for for a long time
like justice, due process, fairness, car-
ing about the little guy, and caring
about giving people something who
have not enough but not something to
people who have too much: million-
aires and billionaires.

—————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 38 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,

July 22, 2025

Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1490. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, transmitting the Bureau’s
“Major’” interim final rule — Small Business
Lending Under the Equal Credit Opportunity
Act (Regulation B); Extension of Compliance
Dates [Docket No.: CFPB-2025-0017] (RIN:
3170-AB40) received July 9, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-1491. A letter from the Acting Director,
Directorate of Construction, Occupational
Safety and Health Administration, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Construction Standards-
—-Advisory Committee on Construction
Safety and Health [Docket No.: OSHA-2025-
0040] (RIN: 1218-AD72) received July 7, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce.

EC-1492. A letter from the Acting General
Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, Department of Energy, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Critical
Infrastructure Protection Reliability Stand-
ard CIP-015-1--Cyber Security--Internal Net-
work Security Monitoring [Docket No.:
RM24-7-000; Order No.: 907] received July 17,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-1493. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a deter-
mination under section 7034(k)(5) of the De-
partment of State, Foreign Operations, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 118-83, div. A, Sec.
101(11); (138 Stat. 1524); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

EC-1494. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 23-066; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1495. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 24-095; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1496. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 25-030; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1497. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel for Operations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
five (5) notifications of a nomination, and ac-
tion on nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-1498. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant General Counsel, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting three (3) notifica-
tions of a vacancy, designation of acting offi-
cer, nomination, action on nomination, and
discontinuation of service in acting role,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-1499. A letter from the Chief Financial
Officer, Architect of the Capitol, transmit-
ting the semiannual report of disbursements
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for the operations of the Architect of the
Capitol for the period of January 1, 2025,
through June 30, 2025, pursuant to 2 U.S.C.
1868a(a); Public Law 113-76, div. I, title I, Sec.
1301(a); (128 Stat. 428) (H. Doc. No. 119—177); to
the Committee on House Administration and
ordered to be printed.

EC-1500. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Alaska Region, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Re-
allocation of Pacific Cod in the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area
[Docket No.: 220223-0054; RTID 0648-XC487] re-
ceived July 21, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1501. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Alaska Region, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Pa-
cific Cod in the Bering Sea Subarea of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area [Docket No.: 220223-0054] (RTID:
0648-XC277) received July 21, 2025, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

EC-1502. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Alaska Region, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s temporary rule — Fisheries of
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska;
Several Groundfish Species in the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area
[Docket No.: 220223-0054; RTID: 0648-XC510]
received July 21, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1503. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
GARFO, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s notification — Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Atlantic Blue-
fish Fishery; Quota Transfers From ME to RI
[Docket No.: 220126-0034] (RTID: 0648-XC554)
received July 21, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1504. A letter from the Acting Branch
Chief, Office of Sustainable Fisheries —
Greater Atlantic, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s temporary rule — Fisheries
of the Northeastern United States; Atlantic
Sea Scallop Fishery; Closure of the Closed
Area I Scallop Access Area to General Cat-
egory Individual Fishing Quota Scallop Ves-
sels [Docket No.: 220325-0078; RTID: 0648-
X(C494] received July 21, 2025, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-15056. A letter from the Regional Direc-
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Civil Monetary Penalty Inflation Ad-
justments [Docket ID: OSM 2025-0001; S1D1S
$508011000 SX064A000 2565180110;
S2D2SSS08011000 SX064A00 25X S501520] (RIN:
1029-AC87) received July 17, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-1506. A letter from the Section Chief,
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the
Service’s IRB only rule — Withholding and
Reporting With Respect to Uncashed Retire-
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ment Plan Distribution Checks (and Subse-
quent Checks) (Rev. Rul. 2025-15) received
July 17, 2025, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

EC-1507. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
Economic Development Administration, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment to Environ-
ment Regulation [Docket No.: 250626-0114]
(RIN: 0610-AA87) received July 7, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly to the
Committees on Financial Services and
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-1508. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
Economic Development Administration, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Elimination of Sup-
plementary Grant Regulation [Docket No.:
250623-0111] (RIN: 0610-AAT7) received July 7,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); jointly
to the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure and Financial Services.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. GRAVES: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 4275. A bill to
authorize appropriations for the Coast
Guard, to establish the Secretary of the
Coast Guard, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (Rept. 119-214). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Mr. TONKO, Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr.
THANEDAR, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. FROST, and
Ms. CASTOR of Florida):

H.R. 4581. A bill to ensure the accessibility
of drugs furnished through the drug discount
program under section 340B of the Public
Health Service Act; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. BACON (for himself and Mr.
NADLER):

H.R. 4582. A Dbill to amend the Family and
Medical Leave Act of 1993 and title 5, United
States Code, to clarify that organ donation
surgery qualifies as a serious health condi-
tion; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Government Reform,
and House Administration, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BACON (for himself and Mr.
NADLER):

H.R. 4583. A bill to promote and protect
from discrimination living organ donors; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BAUMGARTNER:

H.R. 4584. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to update statutory references to cer-
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tain provisions which were formerly classi-
fied to chapters 14 and 19 of title 25, United
States Code, and to correct related technical
errors; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BOST (for himself, Mr. RILEY of
New York, Mr. MANN, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
HURD of Colorado, and Mr. ONDER):

H.R. 4585. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to establish an agricultural and
rural road improvement program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK (for
herself and Mr. JACKSON of Illinois):

H.R. 4586. A bill to establish a comprehen-
sive strategy to support African and Carib-
bean diaspora engagement in development
through reduced remittance costs, invest-
ment incentives, and institutional partner-
ships; to the Committee on Ways and Means,
and in addition to the Committees on For-
eign Affairs, and Financial Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 4587. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to require a judge on the appro-
priate court of appeals of the United States
to appoint certain acting Inspectors General
in the event of a vacancy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Ms. CRAIG (for herself and Mr.
BRESNAHAN):

H.R. 4588. A bill to authorize funding to ex-
pand and support enrollment at institutions
of higher education that sponsor construc-
tion and manufacturing-oriented registered
apprenticeship programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce.

By Mr. EZELL (for himself, Mr. WEBER
of Texas, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, and Mrs.
KIGGANS of Virginia):

H.R. 4589. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish tax credits to
incentivize the domestic production of port
cranes, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 4590. A bill to codify Executive Order
14305 (relating to restoring American air-
space sovereignty); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committees on the Judici-
ary, Homeland Security, and Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. FISCHBACH (for herself, Mr.
LAMALFA, and Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia):

H.R. 4591. A bill to establish grant pro-
grams to sustain populations of species of
migratory waterfowl through the deploy-
ment of tools and practices that complement
habitat conservation, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. FROST (for himself and Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK):

H.R. 4592. A Dbill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to revise section 61.206 of title 40,
Code of Federal Regulations, to approve cer-
tain distribution or use of phosphogypsum,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. FRY:

H.R. 4593. A Dbill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to revise the defi-
nition of showerhead; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. GOODLANDER (for herself, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. PAPPAS, and Mr.
CISCOMANI):
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H.R. 4594. A bill to authorize the use of vet-
erans educational assistance for examina-
tions and assessments to receive credit to-
ward degrees awarded by institutions of
higher learning, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself and Ms.
HOYLE of Oregon):

H.R. 4595. A bill to provide authority for
small cultivators of cannabis and small man-
ufacturers of cannabis products to ship can-
nabis and cannabis products using the mail,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committees on Agriculture, Oversight
and Government Reform, and the Judiciary,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KENNEDY of New York (for
himself, Ms. RANDALL, Mr. FULCHER,
Mr. LANGWORTHY, and Mr. SIMPSON):

H.R. 4596. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act with respect to the
right of members of a federally recognized
Indian Tribe in the United States and First
Nations individuals in Canada to cross the
borders of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI:

H.R. 4597. A Dbill to direct the United States
Postal Service to designate a single, unique
ZIP Code for Pingree Grove, Illinois; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 4598. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 to
make a technical correction to the Navajo
Nation Water Resources Development Trust
Fund, to amend the Claims Resolution Act of
2010 to make technical corrections to the
Taos Pueblo Water Development Fund and
Aamodt Settlement Pueblos’ Fund, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. LIEU (for himself, Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ, and Ms. PRESSLEY):

H.R. 4599. A bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to require public com-
panies to provide sexual harassment claim
disclosures in certain reports, to require pub-
lic companies to implement mandatory sex-
ual harassment training, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 4600. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to increase the penalties re-
lated to intentional disclosure of nonconsen-
sual intimate visual depictions, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
on the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. MANN (for himself, Mr. HURD of
Colorado, Mr. ESTES, Mr. FEENSTRA,
Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. MESSMER, Mr.
SCHMIDT, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr.
NEHLS, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. ROSE, Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. FLoOD, Mr.
KUSTOFF, Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas, Ms.
LETLOW, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Mr.
BURCHETT, and Mr. WESTERMAN):

H.R. 4601. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to issue certain regulations
to amend certain regulations with respect to
farm-related service industry restricted com-
mercial driver’s licenses, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mrs. MCBATH (for herself, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. GOODEN,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. SES-
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SIONS, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr.
MORAN, and Mr. KUSTOFF):

H.R. 4602. A bill to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to authorize the State
Justice Institute to provide awards to cer-
tain organizations to establish a State judi-
cial threat intelligence and resource center;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MCGUIRE:

H.R. 4603. A bill to amend the Public Util-
ity Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to pro-
hibit State regulatory authorities from ap-
proving rates charged by electric utilities
that engage in certain diversity, equity, or
inclusion practices, or that consider environ-
mental, social, or governance factors, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. MOORE of West Virginia (for
himself and Mr. ZINKE):

H.R. 4604. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to col-
lect a surcharge from international visitors
to units of the National Park System, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. NADLER (for himself and Ms.
DEXTER):

H.R. 4605. A bill to ban drug manufacturers
from using direct-to-consumer advertising,
including social media, to promote their
products; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. PoOCAN, and Mr.
RUTHERFORD):

H.R. 4606. A bill to amend title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act, the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act to
require coverage of hearing devices and sys-
tems in certain private health insurance
plans, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Education and
Workforce, and Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of West Virginia, Ms. DEAN of
Pennsylvania, Mr. BACON, Mr. LEVIN,
and Ms. TENNEY):

H.R. 4607. A bill to provide protections
from prosecution for drug possession to indi-
viduals who seek medical assistance when
witnessing or experiencing an overdose, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself,
RASKIN, and Mr. CARSON):

H.R. 4608. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to remove or permanently con-
ceal the name of Francis Newlands on the
grounds of the memorial fountain located at
Chevy Chase Circle in the District of Colum-
bia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 4609. A bill to extend the authority to
carry out the Defense Production Act of 1950;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself and Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina):

H.R. 4610. A bill to require the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy and convene a

Mr.
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summit regarding technological and business
development in Africa, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Ms.

DEGETTE, Mr. FROST, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. AGUILAR,
Mr. AMoO, Ms. ANSARI, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. BALINT, Ms.

BARRAGAN, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BELL,
Mr. BERA, Mr. BEYER, Ms. BONAMICI,
Ms. BROWN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Ms. BYNUM, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER
of Louisiana, Mr. CASAR, Mr. CASE,
Mr. CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CHU, Mr.
CISNEROS, Ms. CLARK of Massachu-
setts, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CORREA,
Ms. CRAIG, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. CROW,
Ms. DAvVIDS of Kansas, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania,
Ms. DELAURO, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
DELUZIO, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. DEX-
TER, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. ELFRETH, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS
of Pennsylvania, Mr. FIGURES, Mrs.
FLETCHER, Mr. FOSTER, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. Lols FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCIA of
California, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. GOLDEN of
Maine, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York,
Ms. GOODLANDER, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mrs. HAYES, Mr.
HIMES, Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. HOYLE of
Oregon, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. IVEY, Ms.
JACOBS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr.
KEATING, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
KENNEDY of New York, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LANDSMAN,
Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. LAR-
SON of Connecticut, Mr. LATIMER, Ms.
LEE of Nevada, Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. LIEU, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr.
MANNION, Ms. MATSUI, Mrs. MCBATH,

Ms. MCBRIDE,  Mrs. MCCLAIN
DELANEY, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms.
McCOLLUM, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr.

MCGOVERN, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Ms. MENG, Mr. MFUME, Mr. MIN,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr.
MORELLE, Ms. MORRISON, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. NADLER, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. OMAR, Mr.
PALLONE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PAPPAS,
Ms. PELOSI, Mr. PETERS, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN,
Mr. QUIGLEY, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. RAN-
DALL, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. RIVAS, Ms.
RoOSs, Mr. RuUIz, Mr. RYAN, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Ms.
SCHRIER, Mr. DAVID ScOTT of Georgia,
Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. SHERRILL, Ms.
SIMON, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr.
SORENSEN, Mr. SO0TO, Ms. STANSBURY,
Mr. STANTON, Ms. STEVENS, Ms.
STRICKLAND, Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Mr.
SWALWELL, Mrs. SYKES, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. TITUS, Ms. TLAIB, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. TONKO, Mrs. TORRES of
California, Mr. TORRES of New York,
Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. TRAN, Ms. UNDER-
WOOD, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr.
VEASEY, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr.
WHITESIDES, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. JOHN-
SON of Texas, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr.
OLSZEWSKI, and Mr. COURTNEY):
H.R. 4611. A Dbill to ensure affordable abor-
tion coverage and care for every person, and
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for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committees on Ways and Means, Natural Re-
sources, Armed Services, Veterans’ Affairs,
the Judiciary, Oversight and Government
Reform, and Foreign Affairs, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. ROSS (for herself and Mr. GAR-
CIA of California):

H.R. 4612. A bill to amend chapter 4 of title
5, United States Code, relative to the powers
of the Department of Justice Inspector Gen-
eral; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself, Mr. VAN
ORDEN, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr. KELLY
of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 4613. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to remove the differentia-
tion between mead and low alcohol by vol-
ume wine for purposes of the tax imposed on
wines; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, and Mr.
HUFFMAN):

H.R. 4614. A bill to provide a private right
of action for persons harmed by violations of
the Franchise Rule of the Federal Trade
Commission, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. STAUBER (for himself, Mr.
VEASEY, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr.
NORCROSS):

H.R. 4615. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to provide interim partial payment
to small business contractors that request
an equitable adjustment due to a change in
the terms of a construction contract, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business.

By Ms. STEFANIK:

H.R. 4616. A Dbill to amend the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002 to provide for disclosure re-
garding foreign jurisdictions that hinder in-
spections, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. STEFANIK:

H.R. 4617. A Dbill to monitor United States
investments in entities that are controlled
by foreign adversaries, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. STEUBE (for himself and Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois):

H.R. 4618. A bill to establish a Federal tort
against pediatric gender clinics and other
entities pushing gender-transition proce-
dures that cause bodily injury to children or
harm the mental health of children; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committees on Energy and Com-
merce, and Education and Workforce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. TONKO (for himself, Mr.
HUIZENGA, Mr. DOGGETT, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 4619. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to eliminate the 190-day
lifetime limit on inpatient psychiatric hos-
pital services under the Medicare Program;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. VAN DUYNE (for herself and
Mr. NEHLS):

H.R. 4620. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to include rioting in the defini-
tion of racketeering activity; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. VEASEY (for himself, Mr.
KeELLY of Mississippi, Mr. CARSON,
Mr. KHANNA, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr.

CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska, Ms. SHERRILL, and Mr.
LAWLER):

H.R. 4621. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to the 320th Barrage Balloon
Battalion, collectively, in recognition of
their extraordinary heroism and life-saving
actions during the D-Day invasion, and their
significant contributions to the success of
the Allied forces during World War II; to the
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. WIED:

H.R. 4622. A Dbill to provide for eligibility
for veterans of Operation End Sweep for the
Vietnam Service Medal; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Mr. BACON, Ms. CRAIG, and Mr.
STEIL):

H.R. 4623. A bill to require direct-to-con-
sumer advertisements for prescription drugs
and biological products to include truthful
and not misleading pricing information; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself, Ms.
ADAMS, Mr. AMO, Ms. ANSARI, Ms.
BALINT, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs. BEATTY,
Mr. BELL, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BOYLE of
Pennsylvania, Ms. BROWN, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
CASAR, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CHU, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLEAVER,
Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. COHEN, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. CRAIG, Ms. CROCK-
ETT, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DEAN
of Pennsylvania, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. DELUZIO,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. DEXTER, Mrs.
DINGELL, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms. ESCOBAR,
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS of Penn-
sylvania, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. Fos-
TER, Ms. FRIEDMAN, Mr. FrROST, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCIA of California,

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.
GOMEZ, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr.
HORSFORD, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr.

HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. JOHNSON
of Georgia, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas,
Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. KELLY of I1-
linois, Mr. KENNEDY of New York, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr.
LANDSMAN, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. LATIMER, Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEU, Ms. LOFGREN,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MANNION, Ms. MAT-

SUI, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mrs. MCCLAIN
DELANEY, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr.

MCGOVERN, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. MEEKS,
Ms. MENG, Mr. MFUME, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. MULLIN,
Mr. NADLER, Mr. NEAL, Mr. NEGUSE,
Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
OLSZEWSKI, Ms. OMAR, Mr. PALLONE,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PETERS, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. POCAN, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
QUIGLEY, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. RASKIN,
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Ms. RIVAS, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. SALINAS,
Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms. SCHRIER,
Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. SHERRILL,
Ms. SIMON, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. STANTON, Ms.
STEVENS, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. THOMPSON of California,
Ms. TITUS, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA,
Mr. TONKO, Mrs. TORRES of Cali-
fornia, Mrs. TRAHAN, Ms. UNDERWOOD,
Mr. VARGAS, Mr. VEASEY, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
WILLIAMS of Georgia, and Ms. WILSON
of Florida):

H.J. Res. 108. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States providing that there is no im-
munity from criminal prosecution for an act
on the grounds that such act was within the
constitutional authority or official duties of
an individual, and providing that the Presi-
dent may not grant a pardon to himself or
herself; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HERN of Oklahoma:

H. Res. 600. A resolution electing Members
to certain standing committees of the House
of Representatives; considered and agreed to.

———————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Ms. MATSUI:
H.R. 4581.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
section 8 of article I of the Constitution
By Mr. BACON:
H.R. 4582.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clauses 3 and 18 of Article 1 Section 8 of
the U.S.Constitution
By Mr. BACON:
H.R. 4583.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clauses 3 and 18 of Article 1 Section 8 of
the U.S. Constitution
By Mr. BAUMGARTNER:
H.R. 4584.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Art 1, Sec 8
By Mr. BOST:
H.R. 4585.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK:
H.R. 4586.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section VIII
By Mr. COHEN:
H.R. 4587.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
clauses 1, 14 and 18 of section 8 of Article
I.
By Ms. CRAIG:
H.R. 4588.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1



H3554

By Mr. EZELL:

H.R. 4589.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 (Commerce
Clause)v

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 4590.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18

By Mrs. FISCHBACH:

H.R. 4591.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. FROST:

H.R. 4592.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and 18 of the
U.S. Constitution

By Mr. FRY:

H.R. 4593.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

section 8 of article I of the Constitution

By Ms. GOODLANDER:

H.R. 4594.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. HUFFMAN:

H.R. 4595.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United
States, but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United
States

By Mr. KENNEDY of New York:

H.R. 4596

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3, Section 8, Article 1 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI:

H.R. 4597.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress shall have Power To lay and
collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises,
to pay the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United
States, but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the United
States.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 4598.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. LIEU:

H.R. 4599.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Const., Art. 1, Sec. 8

By Ms. MACE:

H.R. 4600.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

By Mr. MANN:

H.R. 4601.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S Constitu-
tion.

By Mrs. MCBATH:

H.R. 4602.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress to make
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rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces, as enumerated in
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. MCGUIRE:

H.R. 4603.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I section 8 clause 3

By Mr. MOORE of West Virginia:

H.R. 4604.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. NADLER:

H.R. 4605.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to section 8 of article I of
the Constitution.

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 4606.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 4607.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 4608.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 4609.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 4610.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18

By Ms. PRESSLEY:

H.R. 4611.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Ms. ROSS:

H.R. 4612.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is introduced pursuant to the
powers granted to Congress under the Gen-
eral Welfare Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 Cl. 1), the
Commerce Clause (Art. 1 Sec. 8 CL. 3), and
the Necessary and Proper Clause (Art. 1 Sec.
8 CI. 18). Further, this statement of constitu-
tional authority is made for the sole purpose
of compliance with clause 7 of Rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives
and shall have no bearing on judicial review
of the accompanying bill.

By Ms. SALINAS:

H.R. 4613.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 4614.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The Congress shall have Power . . . To reg-
ulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.

By Mr. STAUBER:

H.R. 4615.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the
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United States Constitution, which provides
Congress with the ability to enact legisla-
tion necessary and proper to effectuate its
purposes in taxing and spending.
By Ms. STEFANIK:
H.R. 4616.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.
By Ms. STEFANIK:
H.R. 4617.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.
By Mr. STEUBE:
H.R. 4618.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section 8
By Mr. TONKO:
H.R. 4619.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1
By Ms. VAN DUYNE:
H.R. 4620.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section 8
By Mr. VEASEY:
H.R. 4621.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 12 & 13 (Mili-
tary Powers)
To raise and support Armies’ and ‘‘To pro-
vide and maintain a Navy”’
Supports honoring military service mem-
bers and units
By Mr. WIED:
H.R. 4622.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1 Section 8
By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia:
H.R. 4623.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, section 8, clause 18
By Mr. MORELLE:
H.J. Res. 108.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Pursuant to the power granted Congress by
Article V of the Constitution.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 138: Mrs. Kim.
. 227: . CAREY.
. 301: . STAUBER.
. 336: . CRAIG.
. 383: . ANSARI.
. 390: . CARBAJAL.
. 429: . ANSARI.
. 433: Mr. HERNANDEZ.
. 539: . THOMPSON of Mississippi.
. 668: . NEGUSE.
. 715: . ROGERS of Kentucky.
. 793: . ANSARI.
H.R. 842: Mr. HERNANDEZ, Ms. Pou, Ms.
GILLEN, Mrs. FLETCHER, and Mr. IVEY.
H.R. 902: Mr. BRECHEEN and Mr. FINE.
H.R. 909: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota and
Mr. ROUZER.
H.R. 929: Ms. STANSBURY.
H.R. 979: Mrs. TORRES of California.
H.R. 1004: Mr. HERNANDEZ, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, and Ms. GILLEN.
H.R. 1007: Mr. HILL of Arkansas.
H.R. 1013: Ms. HOULAHAN.
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H.R. 1046: Mr. SCHMIDT, Mr. SHREVE, and
Mr. ALFORD.

H.R. 1047: Mr. ONDER.

H.R. 1094: Mr. BRESNAHAN.

H.R. 1107: Ms. MCDONALD RIVET.

H.R. 1144: Mr. SHERMAN.

H.R. 1171: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr.
SHREVE.

H.R. 1189: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 1229: Mr. FRY and Mr. IVEY.

H.R. 1236: Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 1262: Mr. ADERHOLT and Mr. RUTHER-
FORD.

H.R. 1410: Ms. ELFRETH, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, and Mrs. RAMIREZ.

H.R. 1422: Mr. IVEY, Ms. STRICKLAND, and
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky.

H.R. 1496: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 1502: Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 1517: Mr. SCHMIDT.

H.R. 1582: Mrs. FISCHBACH.

H.R. 1657: Mr. HERNANDEZ.

H.R. 1659: Ms. Pou.

H.R. 1661: Mr. VASQUEZ and Mrs. RAMIREZ.

H.R. 1695: Mr. CASE, Ms. OMAR, and Ms.
CRAIG.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

1835: Mr. HUFFMAN.

1933: Mr. VEASEY.

1949: Mr. ONDER.

1987: Ms. STANSBURY.

20565: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas.

H.R. 2092: Ms. ANSARI.

H.R. 2095: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2102: Mr. HERNANDEZ and Mr. MOORE
of West Virginia.

H.R. 2168: Mr. BACON.

H.R. 2189: Mr. KNOTT.

H.R. 2253: Ms. BUDZINSKI and Ms. ELFRETH.

H.R. 2270: Mr. ONDER.

H.R. 2290: Mrs. RADEWAGEN.

H.R. 2381: Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 2398: Mr. COHEN, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI,
Mr. BERGMAN, Ms. DELBENE, and Mr.
HERNANDEZ.

H.R. 2466: Mr. CASTEN and Mrs. RAMIREZ.

H.R. 2497: Ms. SIMON and Ms. CLARKE of
New York.

H.R. 2505:

H.R. 2510:

H.R. 2555:

H.R. 2559:

H.R. 2591:

H.R. 2598:

H.R. 2599:

H.R. 2636:

H.R. 2731:

H.R. 2756:

H.R. 2757:

H.R. 2821:

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

SHERMAN.

GILLEN.

FRrY.

MENENDEZ.

WIED and Ms. LOFGREN.
KEATING.
TIMMONS.
JOHNSON of Texas.
KRISHNAMOORTHI.
BILIRAKIS.
LATIMER.
CALVERT.
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H.R. 2830: Mr. BELL and Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 2840: Mr. SoTO and Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 2850: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 2853: Mr. MCCORMICK and Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 2854: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 2904: Ms. CROCKETT and Ms.
BUDZINSKI.

H.R. 2934: Mr. MAST.

H.R. 2947: Mr. MORELLE.

H.R. 3006: Mr. MANN.

H.R. 3009: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 3045: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr.
DELUZIO, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 3049: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 3105: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania and
Ms. BROWNLEY.

H.R. 3112: Mr.

H.R. 3174: Mr.

H.R. 3194: Mr.

H.R. 3199: Ms.

H.R. 3207: Mr.

H.R. 3226: Mr. CUELLAR.

H.R. 3277: Ms. DELAURO, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr.
MURPHY, and Mr. RASKIN.

H.R. 3335: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 3400: Mr. HERNANDEZ.

H.R. 3417: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 3429: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 3449: Ms. GILLEN.

H.R. 3514: Mr. COLE, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, and Mr. MORELLE.

H.R. 3546: Ms. ANSARI.

H.R. 3563: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 3616: Mr. ONDER.

H.R. 3684: Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 3694: Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 3696: Mr. CARBAJAL and Ms.
FRANKEL of Florida.

H.R. 3699: Mr. KEAN.

H.R. 3725: Mr. FRY.

H.R. 3740: Mr. HIMES.

H.R. 3757: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. FOSTER.

H.R. 3779: Mr. LATIMER.

H.R. 3866: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 3876: Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY and Mr.
DELUZIO.

H.R. 3906: Mr. HERNANDEZ.

H.R. 3917: Mr. STRONG.

H.R. 3941: Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 3946: Ms. FRIEDMAN, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Ms. GOODLANDER,
Mrs. KIiGGANs of Virginia, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Mr. MORAN, Mr. VINDMAN, and Mr.
RASKIN.

H.R. 3988: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas.

H.R. 4069: Ms. ANSARI.

H.R. 4076: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon and Ms.
PETTERSEN.

H.R. 4100: Ms. ANSARI.

H.R. 4104: Mr. GREEN of Texas.

VINDMAN.
SCHMIDT.

WEBER of Texas.
ESCOBAR.
CRANE.

Lo1s
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. 4140: Mr. SHERMAN.

. 4159: Ms. MCBRIDE.

. 4169: Mr. DELUZIO.

. 4176: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK.

. 4179: Mr. VINDMAN.

. 4182: Ms. SIMON.

. 4231: Ms. DE LA CRUZ.

. 4233: Mrs. RADEWAGEN.

. 4234: Mr. FRryY.

. 4242: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas.

. 4253: Mr. SUBRAMANYAM.

. 4294: Mr. MFUME.

. 4305: Ms. VAN DUYNE and Mr. SCHMIDT.
H.R. 4312: Mr. FLOOD.
H.R. 4335: Mr. HILL of Arkansas and Mr.

FLooD.
H.R. 4336:
H.R. 4350:
H.R. 4363:
H.R. 4367:
H.R. 4390:
H.R. 4398:
H.R. 4405:

MOULTON.
H.R. 4406:
H.R. 4461:
H.R. 4464:
H.R. 4474:
H.R. 4482:
H.R. 4517:

OLSZEWSKI.
H.R. 4542:

Georgia.
H.R. 4543:
H.R. 4545:
H.R. 4565:
H.R. 4568:

Lucas.
H.R. 4575: Mr. LAWLER.
H.J. Res. 12: Mrs. HOUCHIN.

. Res. 94: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania.

. Res. 473: Mr. CISNEROS.

. Res. 539: Mr. CRANE.

. Res. 547: Ms. MCBRIDE.

. Res. 551: Ms. ELFRETH and Mr. BERGMAN.

. Res. 581: Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. SOTO, Mr.

NEGUSE, Ms. PELOSI, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ.
H. Res. 5838: Mr. CLYDE and Mrs. HINSON.

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.

GOLDEN of Maine.

SCHOLTEN.

CALVERT.

WEBER of Texas.

JOHNSON of Texas.

HURD of Colorado.

PELOSI, Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr.

Ms. STANSBURY.

Ms. SCANLON.

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.
Mr. ZINKE and Mr. ROSE.

Ms. CLARKE of New York.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia and Mr.

Ms. NORTON and Mr. JOHNSON of

Mr. HERNANDEZ.

Mr. HERNANDEZ.

Mr. ONDER.

Mr. GARCIA of California and Mr.

o

H
H
H
H

m

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows:

H.R. 3941: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Spirit, thank You for the
continuous blessings of Your handi-
work, from the first blush of dawn to
the wonders of the starry heavens, we
are daily made aware of Your creative
might. Lord, bless our Senators to see
the wonder of Your presence on Capitol
Hill today. In the hands of the many
workers, may our lawmakers see the
importance of teamwork.

Help our legislators to catch a
glimpse of the unity and cooperation
You desire for them. Make them will-
ing to both receive and give forgiveness
as they manifest Your spirit in deeds of
kindness. As our lives intertwine
through common tasks, remind us that
ultimately we are accountable to You.
Guide our thinking, speaking, and deci-
sions that we may live worthy of Your
great love. We pray in Your marvelous
Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

Senate

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2026—Motion to Proceed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3944, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 121,
H.R. 3944, a bill making appropriations for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

TRIBUTE TO BECKY KOENIG

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to recognize an Iowa teach-
er who this very week is making the
last trip of her almost 40-year teaching
career bringing students to Wash-
ington, DC.

Becky Koenig has been an excep-
tional educator, coach, and mentor, as
well as being very beloved by her stu-
dents. Becky has made a lasting im-
pact on students and their families in
the communities of Sumner, IA; Forest
City, IA; Lake Park, IA; and Spencer,
IA.

Becky’s contributions to the lives of
so many Iowans will be remembered
and felt long after her well-deserved re-
tirement.

Outside of school hours, Becky has
devoted 38 years to coaching speech. In
fact, she has played a very major role
in a remarkable Iowa record. The
large-group speech program at Spencer
has been able to send at least one
group to the Iowa All-State Festival
every single year of the competition’s
50-year existence.

Although Becky will leave the class-
room behind, the deep connections she

has built with her students will leave a
lasting legacy in each of their lives.

Through her passion and energy, she
has shaped the minds of many stu-
dents. Iowa has been lucky to have an
educator like Becky.

Most of us remember at least one
teacher that inspired us to get where
we are today. Becky has been that
teacher for countless Iowa students.

I am pleased to join her fellow teach-
ers, students, and all Iowans to say
thank you to Becky Koenig for her ex-
ceptional career.

We wish you all the very best in re-
tirement, and, of course, we thank you
for your service.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

GENIUS ACT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, on Fri-
day, President Trump signed the first
major digital assets bill in American
history into law. The GENIUS Act
opens the door for digital assets to
come into the mainstream, and it sets
us up for sustained American leader-
ship and financial innovation. Thanks
to the work of Senators LUMMIS and
HAGERTY and Chairman TIM ScCOTT, the
GENIUS Act will help, as President
Trump said, make America the crypto
capital of the world.

The GENIUS Act creates a first of its
kind regulatory framework for
stablecoins, an important part of the
digital asset ecosystem. Now, $250 bil-
lion in stablecoins is in circulation
today, up 22 percent just this year. On
an average day, around $100 billion in
transactions is executed using

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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stablecoins, and the vast majority of
those stablecoins are backed by the
U.S. dollar.

Stablecoins have an important role
to play in payments. While digital
asset advocates generally believe in
holding Bitcoin because of its price
fluctuations and growth in value over
the last several years, stablecoins offer
both the speed and security of the
blockchain and the stability and
usability of a dollar bill.

And since most stablecoins are
backed by the dollar, this represents an
opportunity to strengthen the dollar
and, by extension, the economy.

When it comes to digital assets, in
many ways, the future is already here.
The question is whether we welcome
that future. The GENIUS Act offers an
emphatic ‘‘yes’ to that question.

After years of stablecoins operating
in a legal gray zone, the GENIUS Act
finally lays out a clear regulatory
framework. That includes consumer
protections so Americans can trust
who they are doing business with when
they purchase stablecoins. The bill’s
light touch and tailored standards will
provide consumers with confidence,
while promoting continued innovation
right here in the United States. And its
enforcement provisions offer clarity to
stablecoin issuers and ensure account-
ability for violations.

The GENIUS Act also protects
against bad actors using stablecoins for
malicious purposes. It holds stablecoin
issuers to the same standard as other
financial institutions, subject to the
Bank Secrecy Act. That means issuers
will need to monitor and report sus-
picious activity, comply with U.S.
sanctions, and block transactions that
violate State and Federal law.

What is at stake here became clear
last week when the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that China seems to be
concerned about stablecoin solidifying
dollar dominance in the global finan-
cial system, spurred in no small part
by the GENIUS Act. It is clear that the
GENIUS Act is already helping our
country secure American leadership in
this important space. We want
stablecoins to be made in America. We
want digital assets to take root and to
flourish in our country. We want Amer-
ica to lead in financial innovation, and
the GENIUS Act will help us get there.

It won’t be the last word on digital
assets, though. There is still much
more work to be done in this space, in-
cluding on market structure. Senators
LuMMIS, HAGERTY, and SCOTT are once
again leading on this issue, releasing
the Senate’s market structure frame-
work today, and I thank them for their
important work.

And I want to say that the next steps
on digital assets should look to the GE-
NIUS Act as a model, both for its light
touch and pro-innovation approach and
for the bipartisanship that character-
ized the process.

Digital assets are the future, and we
are going to continue working to make
sure that that future is American
made.
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I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The Democratic leader is recognized.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, later
today, the Senate will take a proce-
dural vote on the MILCON-VA funding
bill. The Senate version of this legisla-
tion took some important steps to re-
verse a number of the awful cuts posed
by DOGE and Russell Vought, particu-
larly cuts against our Nation’s vet-
erans—people who served us, who
risked their lives for us—and they want
to cut their healthcare and cut what
the VA does for them. That is a bad
thing, and I am glad this bill undoes a
lot of that.

It is also, for now, a positive thing
that the Senate version’s funding num-
ber is significantly higher than the
House’s. That is thanks to the push
Democrats made in committee, and I
thank my colleagues for their work to
date.

But we will see how the floor process
evolves here on the floor. Given Repub-
licans’ recent actions undermining bi-
partisan appropriations, nothing is
guaranteed. Senate Democrats will
meet today at our weekly caucus lunch
to discuss today’s vote.

As recently as yesterday, though, I
heard my friend the Republican leader
come to the floor and talk about the
need for bipartisanship in appropria-
tions, and I heard him take issue with
Democratic criticisms against the ap-
proach Republicans have taken over
the last few months.

Look, we all would like to see bipar-
tisanship. It has been a tradition in
this Senate until that evaporated over
the last decade. But Leader THUNE is
sort of talking out of both sides of his
mouth. On the one hand, THUNE says he
wants bipartisanship. On the other, he
is pushing rescissions packages here on
the floor. He is allowing party-line
votes to reverse bipartisan funding
agreements.

Well, you can’t have it both ways.
What he is doing with rescissions is the
opposite of bipartisanship because re-
scissions packages totally renege on
agreements both sides reached on fund-
ing.

When Donald Trump and Russell
Vought insist on rescissions, and an
obeisant Republican Congress goes
along, even though many of them
knows it is wrong, it makes the spend-
ing process totally partisan.

So the leader’s words and his actions
are a complete contradiction. He can’t
have it both ways.

If Leader THUNE hopes to see biparti-
sanship, he should tend to his own gar-
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den first and convince his Republican
colleagues and the White House that
bipartisanship is the way to go to do
what is best for the American people.

Republicans sold their rescissions
package as cutting wasteful spending,
but we all know that it is not that at
all; that it was about giving Donald
Trump what he wanted and using par-
tisan means to get it all done.

Meanwhile, we know that Russell
Vought and Donald Trump want Con-
gress to green-light yet another rescis-
sions package for the near future. Rus-
sell Vought even says—openly—that
the appropriation process should be
“‘less bipartisan.”

Frankly, right now, the biggest ob-
stacle to a good-faith, bipartisan fund-
ing process is coming from the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue and from
Republicans all too eager to give Don-
ald Trump and Russell Vought what-
ever they want.

And, of course, Republicans, not even
a month ago, pushed Trump’s ‘‘Big
Ugly Betrayal’” on a completely par-
tisan vote, passing devastating cuts to
Medicaid, to healthcare, to good-pay-
ing jobs, especially in rural commu-
nities, all to fund tax breaks for bil-
lionaires. And they did it by breaking
the norms of the Senate, by inventing
fake math, by defying the concerns of
even their own Members to get it done.
That kind of legislative stunt only
makes it harder—harder—for biparti-
sanship to take root.

We will see how our Republican col-
leagues choose to proceed this week.
They can either keep doing Donald
Trump and Russell Vought’s bidding or
work with Democrats on funding prior-
ities that will serve the American peo-
ple well. They can’t do both. They
can’t have it both ways.

NOMINATION OF EMIL J. BOVE III

Mr. President, now, on Mr. Bove, we
all know that Donald Trump has a his-
tory of pushing shockingly unqualified
and politically motivated nominees to
the Federal bench. But, today, Leader
THUNE will seek to file cloture on per-
haps Donald Trump’s worst—worst—ju-
dicial nominee to date, Emil Bove.

One look at Mr. Bove and you know
he is bad, bad news. He is someone hos-
tile to the rule of law, hostile to demo-
cratic norms, but religiously obedient
to Donald Trump.

And Republicans aren’t applying so
much as a whisper of scrutiny. The Re-
publican chair of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, in fact, cut off debate on Mr.
Bove and refused to let Democrats
speak or ask questions during Mr.
Bove’s hearing.

Let me take a moment to explain
why this nominee is uniquely unfit,
which the American people must hear,
even though the Republican Judiciary
Committee didn’t want them to.

Mr. Bove’s entire career has been
built on one thing—one thing: fealty to
Donald Trump. He made his name han-
dling Donald Trump’s dirty laundry.
He handled Donald Trump’s dirty laun-
dry, first, as his personal attorney and,
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then, as his hit man at the Justice De-
partment. He defended Donald Trump
when he was charged with inciting an
insurrection on January 6, on mis-
handling classified documents and on
falsifying business records, and more.

That got him a promotion to a senior
role at DOJ. There, Mr. Bove
weaponized the Department to carry
out political retributions against peo-
ple Donald Trump considered his en-
emies, with a complete disregard for
free speech and due process. He pun-
ished FBI agents investigating the Jan-
uary 6 insurrection and fired prosecu-
tors working on criminal charges for
the January 6 rioters. He reportedly
told DOJ lawyers to ignore court or-
ders and even deliberately mislead
judges.

Let me say that again. Bove, a man
seeking to become a circuit court
judge, himself, has reportedly told DOJ
lawyers to deliberately mislead judges.
That, if true, is disqualifying—end of
story. Nobody who is ever suspected of
misleading judges should even be con-
sidered for judgeships themselves,
without first getting to the facts. Yet
Republicans are trying to rush him
through the process.

It is no wonder that over 75 former
State and Federal judges, nominated
by Democratic and Republican Presi-
dents, joined together—joined to-
gether, Democrats and Republicans—to
oppose Mr. Bove’s nomination.

If Senate Republicans allow Mr. Bove
to pass through this Chamber without
a thorough examination, they will
cause profound damage to this institu-
tion as a check on the executive.

Our judges should always be held to
the highest ethical standards and
should be individuals that can be trust-
ed to apply the law impartially, even if
we may not all agree on every one of
their opinions.

Mr. Bove, however, is the extreme of
the extreme of the extreme. He is not a
jurist but, rather, a Trumpian hench-
man. His past shows he seeks not to be
impartial but rather to settle scores.
All of the accusations against him sug-
gest he holds deep hostility against the
very bench he will soon be considered
for. To even consider someone like this
for the circuit court is a dark, dis-
turbing proposition.

I very strongly oppose his nomina-
tion.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. LUM-
MIS). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
today, I come to the floor to tell the
body that, for the first time in years,
the Senate is going to begin the appro-
priations process in the right way. The
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right way is on time. The right way is
here in public. And the right way is
with bipartisan support.

Now, that may seem routine, and it
would be expected to be routine. But
here in the U.S. Senate, that hasn’t
been routine for a long time because,
for years, the appropriations process
has been broken.

We just heard the minority leader,
Senator SCHUMER, come to the floor
and say this process has become more
partisan, as he said, only in the recent
weeks. Let me remind the minority
leader of his own actions to undermine
the appropriations process.

Last year, 11 of 12 funding bills
passed the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee. They were passed through reg-
ular order in the committee. They had
strong bipartisan support. Many actu-
ally were unanimous. Yet not a single
one of the appropriations bills that
were overwhelmingly agreed upon
reached this floor of the U.S. Senate—
not a one. Why? Because the minority
leader, CHUCK SCHUMER, blocked each
and every one of them from coming to
this floor. He let these 11 bipartisan ap-
propriation bills die at that desk right
there.

As the majority leader at the time,
Senator SCHUMER had the power to
bring each and every one of these bills
to the floor of the U.S. Senate, and he
refused. Day after day—for 100 days,
over 200 days—he absolutely refused.
He unilaterally shut down the appro-
priations process, and now he and other
Democrats are threatening to shut
down the government of the country.

Both Republicans and Democrats are
fully aware of how broken the appro-
priations process has become. The Sen-
ate is meant to be, as has been de-
scribed, the greatest deliberative body
in the world. Yet over the last 4 years,
the Senate had become a graveyard for
consensus during the Biden administra-
tion and with CHUCK SCHUMER as ma-
jority leader. The Senate Republicans
are now here to correct that.

The Republicans believe in a Senate
that debates and amends and then
votes. We believe in regular order, not
top-down control. That is why, today,
Republicans are bringing our first ap-
propriations bill to the floor. The bill
funds veterans’ healthcare. It strength-
ens military readiness. It improves
housing for servicemembers as well as
for their families. The bill went
through the committee process. It
passed 26 to 3. That is overwhelmingly
bipartisan. This is one of several fund-
ing bills that earned nearly unanimous
support in the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Now it deserves bipartisan sup-
port on the floor of the U.S. Senate.

This bill to fund veterans’ healthcare
and military readiness and housing
should unite us. It shouldn’t divide us.
This is an opportunity to return to real
governing after years of Democrat-im-
posed dysfunction. This is how we re-
store the trust in this institution and
the faith in the work that we do here.
When the Senate does its job, the
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American people are better off. The ap-
propriations process is how Congress
fulfills our basic everyday legislative
duty—the duty of controlling the
power of the purse. It forces account-
ability, and it forces transparency that
had been blocked in the past by the mi-
nority leader. It requires Congress to
look closely at every taxpayer dollar
being spent, and we should. We have an
opportunity and an obligation to do
that.

This process helps Congress fund
what really matters to the American
people. It means securing the border; it
means strengthening our national se-
curity; and it means protecting the
most vulnerable among us. It is the
best tool that Congress has to rein in
reckless, runaway Washington spend-
ing. That is what Republicans are
doing—accountability, transparency,
openness, letting people see the truth.

If Democrats walk away from this
process again—and it sounds like
CHUCK SCHUMER is trying to decide if
he is going to allow his Members to
even vote on some of these things—and
if they want to do it simply to protect
wasteful Washington spending, they
will be the ones sabotaging the Senate
and shutting down the government.

It won’t be the first time. It will be
another Schumer shutdown. A Schu-
mer shutdown would punish hard-work-
ing families. A Schumer shutdown cer-
tainly hurts seniors who rely on Social
Security. A Schumer shutdown hurts
our military and the families who live
paycheck to paycheck. And a Schumer
shutdown forces Border Patrol agents
to work without pay. The American
people should not be forced to pay the
price for the games of the Democrat
Party.

To my colleagues on the Appropria-
tions Committee who worked in good
faith this last year only to see their
hard work buried by petty politics, this
is an opportunity for us to do better.

Republicans are committed to restor-
ing regular order, transparency, and
trust. We are doing the work of the
American people here, and the question
is: Will Senate Democrats join us, or
will they once again drag this country
into another Schumer shutdown?

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that I be per-
mitted to complete my remarks before
we proceed to the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President,
today, the Senate has the opportunity
to begin the consideration of an appro-
priations bill that is vital to those now
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serving in our military as well as those
who have served—our veterans.

I urge my colleagues to support clo-
ture on the motion to proceed to the
fiscal year 2026 Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies
Appropriations bill when we vote this
afternoon. This bill addresses key mili-
tary infrastructure needs, including
housing improvements for military
families, and it takes care of our Na-
tion’s veterans, to whom we owe an
enormous debt—a debt that can never
be fully repaid.

I am the daughter of a World War II
veteran, who was wounded twice in the
Battle of the Bulge and who earned two
Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star. I
know, from my father’s service and
from his example, how deep our grati-
tude should be to our veterans.

I want to commend the sub-
committee chairman Senator BOOZMAN
and the ranking member Senator
OssorF for their cooperative work on
this important bill.

In a moment, I will describe some of
the major aspects of this appropria-
tions bill, but, first, I would like to
share a few thoughts on how we have
arrived at this point.

When Vice Chair MURRAY and I took
the helm of the Appropriations Com-
mittee last Congress, we committed to
working together to get our committee
back to the business of writing bills
and advancing them through regular
order so that each and every Senator
could have a voice on the Senate floor
in offering amendments, debating the
bills, and voting on them. This is a fun-
damental responsibility of Congress.

I want to express my gratitude to the
Senate majority leader Senator THUNE
for giving us the opportunity to bring
the first of the fiscal year 2026 appro-
priations bills to the Senate floor.

I would note that this is something
that did not happen last year under
Democratic control of the Senate de-
spite our Appropriations Committee
working so hard and reporting 11 of the
12 fiscal year 2025 appropriations bills;
but not a single one was brought to the
Senate floor by the Democratic leader.

Now, there is no doubt that this is a
challenging legislative environment.
We are currently operating under a
yearlong continuing resolution. The
delays in completing the fiscal year
2025 process and the fact that we are in
the first year of a new administration
has contributed to a late and incom-
plete budget request from OMB. In the
face of these challenges, the members
of the Appropriations Committee have
worked so hard—for months—in ana-
lyzing the President’s budget request,
holding dozens of hearings, reviewing
the enormous number of requests and
inputs from other Senators, getting
input from outside groups that were af-
fected, and drafting legislation. So far,
our committee has reported 4 of the 12
annual appropriations bills, and we
have another two on the agenda for
this Thursday.

I would point out to the Presiding Of-
ficer and to everyone who is listening
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that each of these bills reported to date
has been approved by overwhelming bi-
partisan support, reflecting the col-
laborative approach taken by the Ap-
propriations Committee.

Turning now to the bill at hand, last
week, our committee reported, by a
vote of 26 to 3, the House-passed Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs
funding bill with a Senate substitute
amendment. The Senate’s version in-
cludes vital resources to support our
servicemembers. It also invests in crit-
ical military infrastructure. For exam-
ple, it includes funding for the Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
ME—a pillar of our defense infrastruc-
ture that maintains and modernizes
our Navy’s submarine fleet. It invests
in the Air National Guard’s air refuel-
ing wing in Bangor, ME, known as the
MAINEiacs, which delivers essential
aerial refueling support to military op-
erations around the globe. These are
just two of the many examples of how
this bill helps to sustain key defense
installations in Maine and across the
country.

The bill also includes funding to en-
sure that our veterans receive the care
and the benefits that they have earned
through their service to our country.
Millions of Americans wear the honor-
able title of ‘‘veteran,” and I am proud
that our great State of Maine has one
of the highest percentages of veterans
in the entire country. This bill includes
funding for the VA healthcare system,
including Maine’s only VA hospital,
Togus. It includes investments to im-
prove mental health care, such as vet-
erans’ suicide and homelessness pre-
vention programs. It includes support
for family caregivers—something that
former Senator Elizabeth Dole has
worked so hard on—and it expands care
for rural veterans.

I am also proud that my hometown of
Caribou, ME, was the location of the
VA’s very first community-based out-
patient clinic, known as a CBOC, allow-
ing veterans to receive care much clos-
er to their homes. This model was so
successful that today the VA operates
more than 750 of these CBOCs across
the country. The Senate measure also
funds important veterans’ benefits,
such as disability pensions, the GI bill,
and employment training programs.

I know from my colleagues that the
Senate’s substitute amendment was
put together with input from 89 Sen-
ators who submitted a total of 989 re-
quests.

I see my colleague the chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee on the
Senate floor. I am sure he can relate to
these numbers.

My point is, this is not a bill that
simply reflects the views of the mem-
bers of the Appropriations Committee.
The members of this committee went
through 989 requests from 89 Senators
in drafting this legislation. So it clear-
ly reflects the input of our colleagues,
just as it should.

Before I close, I would like to thank
Vice Chair MURRAY for her leadership
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and commitment to an appropriations
process that works.

I am hopeful that cloture will be in-
voked today to allow us to proceed to
consideration of the Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs funding bill.
Discussions are underway on whether
to add to this vehicle the Legislative
Branch appropriations bill, which was
approved with only one dissenting
vote, and the Agriculture, FDA, and
Related Agencies appropriations bill,
which received unanimous support
when our committee reported those
bills earlier this month. I will have
comments on those other bills at a
later time. Another possible addition is
the Commerce-Justice-Science bill,
which was also reported last week from
our committee.

Finally, I would note that the re-
sponsibility of the purse is vested in
Congress through article I, section 9,
clause 7 of our great Constitution.
That clause dictates that ‘“‘no Money
shall be drawn from the Treasury, but
in Consequence of Appropriations made
by Law.” The appropriations process is
one of the key ways—it is the key way
that Congress carries out this signifi-
cant constitutional responsibility. We
must not abdicate our constitutional
responsibility for the purse.

I ask my colleagues for their support.

I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Terrance Cole, of Virginia, to be Ad-
ministrator of Drug Enforcement.

VOTE ON COLE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Cole nomination?

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
the Senator from Xentucky (Mr.
McCONNELL), and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 419 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Banks Budd Cotton
Barrasso Capito Cramer
Blackburn Cassidy Crapo
Boozman Collins Cruz
Britt Cornyn Curtis
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Daines Lankford Rounds
Ernst Lee Schmitt
Fischer Lummis Scott (FL)
Graham Marshall Scott (SC)
Grassley McCormick Sheehy
Hagerty Moody Sullivan
gawley ﬁomn Thune
oeven oreno 15

Husted Murkowski $llhs .

. uberville
Hyde-Smith Paul Wicker
Johnson Ricketts
Justice Risch Young

NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gantwell Elqpuchar Slotkin
oons ujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \Slzl;tgllollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Kennedy Mullin
McConnell

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority whip.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess following disposition of the Ste-
vens nomination until 2:15 to allow for
the weekly conference meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, on
behalf of the leaders, I ask that the
Senate execute the order of July 17
with respect to the Divine and Stevens
nomination in the order listed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the Divine nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Joshua M. Divine, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the
Eastern and Western Districts of Mis-
souri.

VOTE ON DIVINE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Divine nomination?

Mr. ROUNDS. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.

MCcCONNELL), and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).
The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 46, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 420 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton King Sheehy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Sanders
Baldwin Hirono Schatz
Bennet Kaine Schiff
Blumenthal Kelly Schumer
Blunt Rochester  Kim Shaheen
Booker Klqt]uchar Slotkin
gantwell II\;Iujail Smith
oons arkey
Cortez Masto Merkley &an Hollen
Duckworth Murphy arner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gallego Padilla Welch
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Reed Wyden
Heinrich Rosen
NOT VOTING—3
Kennedy McConnell Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the Stevens nomination.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read the nomination of Cristian M. Ste-
vens, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District
of Missouri.

VOTE ON STEVENS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Stevens nomination?

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
the Senator from Xentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL), and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 47, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 421 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Banks Fischer Moreno
Barrasso Graham Murkowski
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cassidy Hyde-Smith
Collins Johnson 222:2 Egé‘))
Cornyn Justice Sheehy
Cotton Lankford .
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thu'ne
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Curtis McCormick Tuberville
Daines Moody Wicker
Ernst Moran Young

NAYS—47
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester ~Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
Cantwell Klol}uchar Slotkin
Coons Lujan X
Cortez Masto Markey \SIZE% ollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murphy )
Fetterman Murray Warnock
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—3

Kennedy McConnell Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:09 p.m.
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. BUDD).

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. KELLY. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant executive clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

(Mrs. BRITT assumed the Chair.)

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BANKS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The or-
ders from July 17 in executive session
having been executed, the Senate re-
sumes legislative session.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION—Motion to
Proceed

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 292.

VOTE ON MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCONNELL)
and the Senator from OKlahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 422 Leg.]

YEAS—50

Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Ricketts
Britt Hawley Risch
Budd Hoeven Rounds
Capito Husted Schmitt
Cass_ldy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Collins Johnson

X Scott (SC)
Cornyn Justice Sheehy
Cotton Kennedy .
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thu-ne
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young

NAYS—48
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Reed
Baldwin Hirono Rosen
Bennet Kaine Sanders
Blumenthal Kelly Schatz
Blunt Rochester  Kim Schiff
Booker King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Coons Lujan Slotkin
Cortez Masto Markey Smith
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murkowski Warner
Fetterman Murphy Warnock
Gallego Murray Warren
Gillibrand Ossoff Welch
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden
NOT VOTING—2

McConnell Mullin

The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Emil J. Bove III, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Third Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 292, Emil J.
Bove III, of Pennsylvania, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Third Circuit.

John Thune, Lindsey Graham, Katie
Boyd Britt, Eric Schmitt, Tommy
Tuberville, Marsha Blackburn, Mike

Crapo, John Barrasso, Rick Scott of
Florida, Chuck Grassley, Cindy Hyde-
Smith, John Cornyn, Kevin Cramer,
Ron Johnson, Ashley B. Moody, Mike
Lee, Josh Hawley.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

H.R. 3944

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I urge
my colleagues to vote for cloture on
the motion to proceed on the bipar-
tisan fiscal year 2026 Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations bill.

I want to thank the majority leader
for bringing this important legislation
to the Senate floor.

This bill would address key military
infrastructure needs, including housing
improvements for military families,
and would provide the funding to en-
sure that veterans receive the care and
benefits they have earned through
their service to our country.

Last week, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee reported this measure
in an overwhelmingly bipartisan vote
of 26 to 3.

I ask my colleagues to support the
motion to allow the Senate to begin to
work its will on this important funding
bill and to fulfill our constitutional re-
sponsibility.

I yield the floor.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
that the Senate execute the order of
July 21 in relation to Calendar No. 121,
H.R. 3944, and that the mandatory
quorum be waived; further, that fol-
lowing the cloture vote, the Senate
execute the order of July 17 in relation
to the Lukas and Hansell nominations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 121, H.R.
3944, a bill making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes.

John Thune, David McCormick, Marsha
Blackburn, James E. Risch, Jon A.
Husted, Jim Banks, Tom Cotton, Steve
Daines, Ashley B. Moody, Cynthia M.
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Lummis, Mike Crapo, Roger F. Wicker,
Roger Marshall, James Lankford, Todd
Young, Mike Rounds, Dan Sullivan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 121, H.R. 3944,
a bill making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 91,
nays 7, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 423 Ex.]

YEAS—91

Alsobrooks Gillibrand Ossoff
Baldwin Graham Paul
Banks Grassley Peters
Barrasso Hagerty Reed
Bennet Hassan Ricketts
Blackburn Hawley Risch
Blumenthal Heinrich Rosen
Blunt Rochester  Hickenlooper Rounds
Booker Hirono Schatz
Boozman Hoeven Schmitt
Britt Husted Schumer
Budd Hyde-Smith
Cantwell Johnson Scott (FL)
Capito Justice Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kaine Shaheen
Collins Kelly Sheehy
Coons Kennedy Slotkin
Cornyn Kim Smith
Cortez Masto King Sullivan
Cotton Klobuchar Thune
Cramer Lankford Tillis
Crapo Lujan Tuberville
Cruz Lummis Van Hollen
Curtis Marshall Warner
Daines McCormick Warnock
Duckworth Merkley Welch
Durbin Moody Whitehouse
Ernst Moran .

Wicker
Fetterman Moreno Wyd
Fischer Murkowski yaden
Gallego Murray Young

NAYS—T7
Lee Padilla Warren
Markey Sanders
Murphy Schiff
NOT VOTING—2

McConnell Mullin

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 91, the nays are 7.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

CHANGE OF VOTE

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, on roll-
call vote No. 423, I voted no. It was my
intention to vote yea. Therefore, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to change my vote since it will not af-
fect the outcome.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The foregoing tally has Dbeen
changed to reflect the above order.)
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Aaron Lukas, of Arkansas, to
be Principal Deputy Director of Na-
tional Intelligence.

VOTE ON LUKAS NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Lukas nomination?

Mr. LUJAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. McCCONNELL)
and the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 51,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 424 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Banks Fischer Moran
Barrasso Graham Moreno
Blackburn Grassley Murkowski
Boozman Hagerty Paul
Britt Hawley Ricketts
Budd Hoeven Risch
Capito Husted Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Collins Johnson Scott (FL)
Cornyn Justice Scott (SC)
Cotton Kennedy Sheehy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tillis
Curtis Marshall Tuberville
Daines McCormick Wicker
Ernst Moody Young
NAYS—46
Alsobrooks Hirono Sanders
Baldwin Kaine Schatz
Bennet Kelly Schiff
Blumenthal Kim Schumer
Blunt Rochester  King Shaheen
Booker Klqpuchar Slotkin
gantwell hu]aél Smith
oons arkey

Cortez Masto Merkley %an Hollen

arner
Duckworth Murphy
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gallego Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden
Hickenlooper Rosen

NOT VOTING—3

Gillibrand McConnell Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
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ceed to executive session and will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Bradley Han-
sell, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Secu-
rity.

VOTE ON HANSELL NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Hansell nomination?

Mr. DURBIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ators are necessarily absent: the Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA-
HAM), the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
McCONNELL), the Senator from OKla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN), and the Senator
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The result was announced—yeas 61,
nays 35, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 425 Ex.]

YEAS—61
Baldwin Grassley Murkowski
Banks Hagerty Paul
Barrasso Hassan Reed
Blackburn Hawley Ricketts
Boozman Hoeven Risch
Britt Husted Rosen
Budd Hyde-Smith Rounds
Capito Johnson :
Cassidy Justice gzﬁglgm
Collins Kaine
Coons Kelly Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shaheen
Cotton King Sheelhy
Cramer Lankford Sullivan
Crapo Lee Thune
Cruz Lummis Tuberville
Curtis Marshall Warner
Daines McCormick Warnock
Ernst Moody Wicker
Fetterman Moran Young
Fischer Moreno

NAYS—35
Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Sanders
Bennet Hirono Schatz
Blumenthal Kim Schiff
Blunt Rochester  Klobuchar Schumer
Booker Lujan Slotkin
Cantwell Markey Smith
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warren
Durbin Murray Welch
Gallego Ossoff Whitehouse
Gillibrand Padilla
Heinrich Peters Wyden

NOT VOTING—4

Graham Mullin
McConnell Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

(Mr. HUSTED assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CUR-
TIS). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

ONE BIG BEAUTIFUL BILL ACT

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I rise

today to discuss the facts about the
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One Big Beautiful Bill Act. That was
my first reconciliation process as a
new U.S. Senator. It was a great expe-
rience. I very much enjoyed the 36
hours straight of no sleep. I think that
was a record for me. But we got a lot
accomplished.

I want to share with you and the peo-
ple of Ohio about why I believe it is a
good bill and I supported it, because
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, as it is
known, is uniquely tailored to support
Ohio workers and families. I really be-
lieve that it serves them well. And the
facts support it.

First of all, I think it is important to
reflect on why it was necessary. The
budget law that we passed extended the
2017 tax cuts, which were going to ex-
pire. They needed to be renewed. It also
made important investments in na-
tional defense and border security. But
if we failed to pass it, we would have
seen a $4 trillion tax hike on the Amer-
ican people, something that would have
been devastating to their pocketbooks
and our economy.

I believe that people and States do a
good job spending the money that they
have. I believe that people will spend
smarter when they have more money
in their pockets rather than putting
that money in the control of the Fed-
eral Government. I come to this con-
clusion based on both my life experi-
ences and 25 years of State government
in Ohio. It is from that perspective I
want to focus on what I believe the One
Big Beautiful Bill means in real-world
terms for Ohio families, workers, and
taxpayers.

The BBB results in more take-home
pay for Ohioans, more money in their
pockets. More take-home pay means
independence. Government dependency
means less independence. That is why
this bill focuses on really allowing
workers to keep more of the money
they earn.

Let’s dig into this a bit. The tax cuts
that were cemented for workers and
job creators will leave the average
Ohio household with an estimated
$7,000 more in take-home pay. And
more specifically, the Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers estimates the bill will
increase take-home pay for the average
family with two kids in Ohio between
$6,900 a family up to $11,700 per family.
That is more aftertax wages—taxes
going down, wages going up, more
money in your pockets. That is what it
means.

We made no taxes on tips and no
taxes on overtime a reality. Ohioans
work hard, and that is a change that
they can feel legitimately in their
pockets.

I was on a telephone townhall last
night. One of the ladies who called in
said: Hey, I want you to know my hus-
band is a line worker. He works a lot of
overtime for the utility company, and
that eliminating tax on overtime pay
will mean a lot to our family—more
take-home pay.

I understood that. It is another as-
pect of the bill that is very important
for working people.
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We increased the child tax credit up
to $2,200 per child. If we had failed to
do this, it would have dropped down to
$1,000. It is now up to $2,200 per child.
That benefit alone will serve 1.3 mil-
lion Ohio families. It is good for them.
It is good for families with children
who are trying to make ends meet. It is
just another part of this bill that
makes life easier for them.

We also made the standard deduction
permanent—$31,600 for couples and
$15,700 for single filers. Who does that
affect? Just 5.3 million Ohioans who
will benefit from that increase.

We also remembered Ohio’s seniors
by expanding their annual deduction to
$6,000. I know I heard from many Ohio
seniors, as this bill was traveling
through the process, who said: Hey, do
this for us.

It is tough for many seniors who are
on fixed incomes who trying to make
ends meet and pay property taxes.
Every little bit helps, and we helped
those senior citizens by increasing
their annual deduction.

We need to remember what would
have happened to workers and families
if we had failed. It is always the other
side of every piece of legislation: OK.
What is in it? Well, what would happen
if we didn’t get the job done? Well, that
would have meant, for the average
American family of four earning $80,000
a year, that they would have owed an
additional $1,700 in taxes. The savings
delivered for the Ohio household—an
average Ohio household—is even big-
ger. For Ohioans, it will be $2,140. It is
a big flip between what you would have
lost and what you are now getting in
return, what you are saving.

Our work is creating more Ohio jobs.
It is always on the top of my mind. I
have always believed that if you have a
good job and if you have a good econ-
omy, you can pay your mortgage, buy
a car, and save for your future. Frank-
ly, that is just part of the American
dream. So when we are creating jobs,
we are creating opportunity. We are
creating that pathway for the Amer-
ican dream, and we do this in the bill.

I am going to brag about Ohio for a
minute, if the Presiding Officer would
allow me, because recently we were
named the fifth best State in the coun-
try to do business. I know we compete
against States around this country and
around the world, and Ohio has come a
long way from the 39th worst State to
the 5th best in the Nation. I was very
proud to take part of that when I was
Lieutenant Governor and speaker of
the house.

That is good for our State, but what
about our entire country? How do we
make it so that businesses are going to
perform better? Particularly for small
businesses, what did we do in the bill?
A 20-percent small business tax deduc-
tion.

It all adds up. Small businesses have
to make tough choices, and when you
have this predictability—when you
know you are going to get, instead of a
tax increase, a tax cut—then you start
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to think: OK. I don’t have to close the
doors. I might be able to hire a new
person. Those benefits that I was wor-
ried about, as to whether I could pro-
vide healthcare or not, I can do that
now.

All of that benefits them when busi-
nesses have the predictability and they
know that their tax bills are not going
to go up but that they are going to go
down.

Almost all of Ohio’s businesses are
organized as small businesses, and they
will be able to get access to this. That
is 842,000 Ohio job creators who would
have lost that deduction if we had not
passed the bill.

It is estimated that the One Big
Beautiful Bill alone is projected to cre-
ate 1.2 million new U.S. jobs a year
over the next decade. Those numbers
can fluctuate, but the bottom line is
that it is good for job creation, it is
good for America, it is good for the
American workforce, and it is good for
the American worker.

I want to talk about manufacturing
for a minute. We talk about ‘‘made in
America” and that we want to do more
“made in America.” Well, I always said
this about Ohio: You can’t do ‘“‘made in
America’” without doing ‘“‘made in
Ohio” because we are literally part of
the American supply chain. So what is
good for manufacturing is good for the
State of Ohio.

To that end, we made sure that this
legislation gave job creators the free-
dom to immediately expense invest-
ments in new factories, capital invest-
ments in machinery and equipment and
in research and development. No, that
is not something the average person
sees directly, but it is something that
the employer does; it is something that
the employer knows—that they now
have predictability in how to allocate
their capital, that they can afford to
invest in new machinery and equip-
ment.

When you invest in new machinery
and equipment, what does it do? It
makes you more competitive on a glob-
al stage. It puts you in a position that
you can hire people, compete, open new
markets, and improve the quality of
the product you have so that you not
only can outcompete your competitors
but you can win and create jobs. This is
a big boon for States like Ohio. It helps
our manufacturing culture, and it is
important.

Another piece of this, another piece
of the Big Beautiful Bill that a lot of
people might not know about is some-
thing that I care a lot about.

For decades of my life, I have been
working on issues surrounding work-
force development. How do we help
people get the skills they need to com-
pete for the jobs of today and tomor-
row to earn higher pay? to have job se-
curity? In many cases, we want to do
this without having the cost of going
to college. We want to help people earn
the credentials that lead to jobs with-
out their having the cost or the debt
that oftentimes college creates. Well,
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in this bill, we allow for Pell grants to
be used for workforce credentials to
land good jobs.

I know I have something here that I
received from the Ohio Association of
Community Colleges and some college
trustees or some community college
trustees who talk about how it will
help them expand workforce programs
to the people of our State. It is a good,
positive change that we made in allow-
ing Pell grants to be used for workforce
credentials, not just for college.

It also will help families from an edu-
cational point at the K-through-12
level. We talked about Pell grants at
the postsecondary level; let’s talk
about the K-through-12 level. One of
the things I did when I was the speaker
of the house in Ohio is to create the
EdChoice Scholarship. At the time, it
was 4,000 students. Now it is over
100,000 students who can go to schools
of their choice using that program. But
I know it is still not enough. We can
still do more to support families who
want, with their own wisdom and free-
dom, to be able to choose a place to
send their children because, frankly,
there is not a decision that you make
as a parent or as a guardian about the
future of your child, frankly, that may
be more important than the school
they attend. It may be for an academic
reason, it may be for a workforce rea-
son, but it could be for a values reason
that you want your child to attend a
particular school. It could be for a safe-
ty reason. This creates a school choice
tax credit that will help create more
scholarship opportunities for parents
and children to attend the school of
their choice.

Then, finally—something that is very
near and dear to me—the Big Beautiful
Bill supports Ohio families and vulner-
able children by making the adoption
tax credit partially refundable up to
$5,000. As an adoptee, as somebody who
started my life in a foster home, this is
important to me. For a child who is
looking for the support of a forever
family—now we have made it just a lit-
tle bit easier for them to find that fam-
ily and to support that family. It is a
really important component of the bill.
Every little bit helps when you are try-
ing to support a family.

Now I want to talk a little bit about
things that are being said about the
bill that just aren’t true as it relates to
my State. I want to start with Med-
icaid.

There are some whoppers of a lie
being told about Medicaid right now.
Frankly, it is bothersome because I be-
lieve, in many cases, these lies are
being used to scare some of the most
vulnerable people in our society—preg-
nant mothers, children living in pov-
erty, people with disabilities, the elder-
ly.

I want you to know you are pro-
tected. You are protected. This bill
supports strengthening Medicaid to
make sure those services are there for
you—the people the program was origi-
nally designed to serve.
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I want you to know that Ohioans will
have access to more healthcare re-
sources because of the Big Beautiful
Bill than ever before. Let me explain
this because there is a lot of misin-
formation out there. Some people are
scared, and they deserve to know the
truth about it.

This package is sending more Med-
icaid dollars and more support to rural
hospitals in Ohio than ever before.
That is a fact. Ohio has historically
been one of the more responsible States
in its approach to Medicaid. We haven’t
maxed out some of the tools that
States have available to them to draw
down funding on Medicaid. That means
that Ohio taxpayers have been sub-
sidizing States like California, which
has been drawing down the maximum
amount of Federal dollars and, frankly,
has been using them to pay for
healthcare for people who aren’t even
citizens of the United States—in many
cases, even for illegal immigrants.
That should not be the priority of the
American taxpayer and certainly not
the priority for the Ohio taxpayer, and
this budget bill levels the playing field
in that respect.

I am going to give you a little more
detail on it because I think this is im-
portant. Not only do I want to share
with you the facts about how Medicaid
is being supported but how.

First, in Ohio, the State govern-
ment—the Governor and the legisla-
ture—raised the provider tax, which
they were allowed to do under this bill.
In doing so, they are going to be able
to draw down 60 percent more Medicaid
funding as a result of that provision.
What does that mean practically for
Ohio hospitals? It means, for most hos-
pitals in Ohio, they will receive 24 per-
cent more reimbursement than they
did the previous year. As a result, Ohio
will be, frankly, taking in more Med-
icaid money than ever to serve those
populations. Those are facts.

I have received numerous pieces of
communications from hospitals around
the State of Ohio. This is one from four
rural hospitals thanking Senator
MORENO and myself for what is in the
bill, what is in the Big Beautiful Bill,
because it is helping them in those
rural hospitals make ends meet.

That doesn’t even include the third
priority that we worked on, which is a
rural health transformation fund that
makes available $50 billion over the
next 5 years to support rural hospitals.
Ohio is going to receive its first wind-
fall from that amount of money—$1.3
billion—for our rural hospitals, and it
is going to help because I know they
struggle from time to time. Sometimes
their business model does not work as
well as it does in a more heavily popu-
lated area.

But it is important that we know
those facts to be true and that the
scare tactics are wrong. People who
have depended on Medicaid should
know it is going to be there for them.

Nationally, even though Ohio will be
getting an additional amount of fund-
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ing for Medicaid, the whole country—
every State—will be receiving addi-
tional funding because the Medicaid
budget increases by 3 percent a year
long into the future.

Changes like these are significant.
But I want Ohioans to know that they
are protected and that their hard-
earned money that they have been
using to fund Medicaid will no longer
go to things that I know they don’t ap-
prove of, which is paying for healthcare
services for people who are in this
country illegally.

I know that according to CMS, of all
the projected Federal taxpayer losses
under the provider tax that happen
across the country, 95 percent of those
losses come from four States: Cali-
fornia, Michigan, Massachusetts, and
New York, which have been maxing out
the credit card of this country through
the way that they operate their Med-
icaid Programs.

Every State does it differently. Some
States are more responsible than oth-
ers. We need to have a system that pro-
tects the long-term interests of our
Medicaid Program. Ohio shouldn’t be
punished for their bad policies, and this
bill levels that playing field.

I want to reemphasize that Medicaid
for children living in poverty, those
with disabilities, caretakers, and elder-
ly Ohioans is protected. Don’t be
scared by the lies. The truth is that no
one that Medicaid was designed to
serve will see benefit cuts.

You may have heard people say: Well,
some folks are going to lose their bene-
fits.

I want to share some facts on this. It
was in the Wall Street Journal, I be-
lieve, today. It shows that we have 2.8
million people—2.8 million people—in
this country who are dually enrolled in
Medicaid; meaning, they are in one
State and another, which means: What
are we doing? We are paying Medicaid
premiums for the same individual in
multiple States. It is a waste of money.
Frankly, it is hard to believe that this
has not been cracked down on before,
because this money that we are talking
about is hard-earned tax dollars in a
country that has a $37 trillion national
debt, and here we see it wasted in this
program. Not to mention that there is
a high number of people on the pro-
gram who are not even eligible, further
jeopardizing the long-term sustain-
ability of the program.

Then, finally, I want to talk about
something I have been working on for
quite a while. I know when the Federal
Government, under ObamaCare, put in
place the Medicaid expansion provi-
sion, it provided free healthcare, pro-
vided free benefits, generously provided
by the hard-working people of this Na-
tion, for healthy adults who are able-
bodied who didn’t have children. This
bill says that if you are a healthy adult
who is able-bodied, without young chil-
dren, that now you are going to have to
work 20 hours a week in return for your
benefits. That seems to be a pretty rea-
sonable request. It is part of the social
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contract that if you can contribute to
your own success in life, that you
should do that.

People of this country are generous
and good-hearted and they want to
make sure that people in need have ac-
cess to healthcare. But if you are capa-
ble of working, and you just refuse to
do so, now, you are going to have to
start doing something in return for
those benefits. And that means you can
get an education, committing 20 hours
a week to your education. You can vol-
unteer at the library, cleaning up trash
in your local park; or you can get a job
and start to build your career and start
to contribute to your own independ-
ence in life.

That is a simple request that most
people in this country support. I know
Ohioans support it—that if you are
going to receive generous, free
healthcare from your neighbor, that
you should do something in return if
you are capable of doing it. In this Big
Beautiful Bill we now have that stand-
ard in place for the people of this coun-
try.

I also want to add that in the bill we
made communities across this country
and Ohio much safer by securing the
border—big investments in making
sure that we secure the southern bor-
der, we don’t let drugs and people who
are not legally allowed to be in this
country come across.

But we also did it at the northern
border. Ohio has a northern border,
Lake Erie. There is money in there to
prevent some of the things that we
have seen even at our northern border.

But this failure at our southern bor-
der has led to millions of people com-
ing into this country illegally, people
like Luis Naula-Candelario. Earlier
this year, he was arrested in Ohio. He
was a criminal alien from Ecuador. He
was not legally allowed to be in this
country. He was wanted in his home
country for murder. He was living in
Pickerington, OH, not far from the city
of Columbus.

We have people all across this coun-
try who are here illegally, and there is
money in this bill to find them, arrest
them, and deport them, particularly
those who have committed crimes ei-
ther in their home country or in ours.

And this will help support law en-
forcement to protect more commu-
nities around our Nation and, cer-
tainly, in our State.

The Big Beautiful Bill keeps America
strong by investing hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in Ohio manufacturers
that produce the next generation of
weapons.

Also, our national security is sup-
ported in this bill. Our defense industry
has done its part throughout the course
of American history to defeat enemies
around the globe, but every generation
faces a new threat. We face threats
from China, Iran, Russia, and North
Korea.

Ohio is a manufacturing State. We
are the heart of it all, but we are the
heart of defense manufacturing in
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many ways. This bill will help our
State defend America and defend
American interests.

I actually toured, recently, a com-
pany in Ohio, late last year, that
makes the bunker-busting bombs that
were dropped in the very successful en-
deavor into Iran recently by our brave
Air Force pilots and crew. That 30,000-
pound bunker-busting bomb, along
with many other weapons, is manufac-
tured in our State. We are very proud
to have a State that makes so many
things that help preserve and maintain
our freedom.

Last but not least, we are also safe-
guarding our future by making sure
that we are lowering our deficit. I will
say, I was concerned, as the bill moved
through the process, about what was
being said about it, about how it was
going to exacerbate and add to our def-
icit, because we were hearing a lot of
people quoting the Congressional Budg-
et Office, saying that it was going to
add $3.4 trillion to the national debt.
But when it was all said and done and
the Congressional Budget Office re-
viewed the law, the final assessment is
that it actually reduces the deficit by
$366 billion—good news.

Right now, the U.S. taxpayer is shell-
ing out $1 trillion a year to pay inter-
est on our debt, which also drives up
our inflation. To help pay for our cur-
rent debt and the benefits we protect,
we need laws, we need legislators, we
need leaders who are going to make
sure that this is top of mind. I have
been and intend to be someone who
thinks about those issues.

So while it is good news that we did
not increase the deficit and that we
brought it down mildly, modestly,
there is still more work to do. I don’t
want to leave by saying that this is
good enough. There is more work to do
to preserve the future for our children
and grandchildren by acting in a fis-
cally responsible way.

Ohio’s interests drove my work and
support for this bill from start to fin-
ish, and it is clear that it will lead to
more jobs, lower taxes, higher wages,
and more freedom and prosperity for
Ohioans, and that means that they can
live their lives with more confidence
and certainty for everyone who calls
our State home.

I know my colleagues will have many
different takes on this bill, but this is
what it does for my State. It is a good
bill that supports Ohio workers. It is
pro-growth, it is pro-family, and it is
pro-Ohio. I know that the working peo-
ple of our State will benefit from what
we accomplished in the passage of this
legislation.

I yield the floor.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO BROGAN BYRAM

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Brogan for
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his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Brogan is from Buffalo, WY. Brogan
is currently enrolled at the University
of Wyoming in Laramie, where he is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in energy
resource management. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which
has made him an invaluable asset to
our office. The quality of his work is
reflected in his great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Brogan for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———

TRIBUTE TO LUCAS HOFFMAN

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Lucas for
his hard work as an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC, office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Lucas is originally from
Westborough, MA, but now calls Wil-
son, WY, home. Liucas is a rising senior
at Davidson College in Davidson, NC,
where he is pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree in politics, philosophy, and eco-
nomics. He has demonstrated a strong
work ethic, which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great
efforts over the last several months.

I want to thank Lucas for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for
me and my staff. It is a pleasure to
have him as part of our team. I know
he will have continued success with all
of his future endeavors. I wish him all
my best on his journey.

———————

TRIBUTE TO CHARLOTTE HOLDING

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Charlotte
for her hard work as an intern in my
Washington, DC, office. I recognize her
efforts and contributions to my office,
as well as to the State of Wyoming.

Charlotte is originally from Salt
Lake City, UT, but now lives in Jack-
son, WY. Charlotte attends Santa Clara
University where she is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in biology and
minoring in biotechnology. She has
demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Charlotte for the
dedication she has shown while work-
ing for me and my staff. It is a pleasure
to have her as part of our team. I know
she will have continued success with
all of her future endeavors. I wish her
all my best on her journey.
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DISCLOSURE OF CONGRESSION-
ALLY DIRECTED SPENDING
ITEMS UNDER RULE XLIV OF
THE STANDING RULES OF THE
SENATE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I cer-
tify that the information required by
Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate related to congressionally di-
rected spending items for H.R. 3944, as
reported by the Senate Appropriations
Committee, has been available on a
publicly accessible congressional
website since approximately 10 am
Eastern Time on July 18, 2025.

———

UNESCO

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, of all the
uninformed, ill-conceived, and self-in-
flicted errors of this administration,
the just-announced decision to with-
draw from UNESCO stands out.

The justification given by the State
Department spokeswoman was a reci-
tation of outdated, vague, and inac-
curate criticisms of an organization
that has seen dramatic reforms over
the past 7 years under the outstanding
leadership of Director General Audrey
Azoulay. Since her initial appointment
in 2017, Director General Azoulay has
made numerous trips to Washington to
meet with leaders in the Congress and
the administration. I have heard con-
sistently positive reactions to her lead-
ership of UNESCO by Republicans and
Democrats alike, including regarding
UNESCO’s efforts to address anti-semi-
tism.

Given Director General Azoulay’s
success in focusing UNESCO on its mis-
sion of promoting international co-
operation and peace in a manner con-
sistent with democratic values and
human rights and dignity, one can only
conclude that the administration offi-
cials behind this short-sighted decision
never bothered to do their homework—
or they were guided purely by Project
2025’s mindless opposition to
multilateralism, regardless of the
facts. As far as I am aware, they did
not bother to consult anyone in Con-
gress, including those who have regu-
larly engaged with Director General
Azoulay and her professional staff.

Most Republicans and Democrats
have long recognized that it is far bet-
ter for the United States to be in the
room, rather than remain outside and
cede our influence to those who don’t
share our interests or values. The Chi-
nese Government is looking for any op-
portunity to expand its influence in the
United Nations, and UNESCO is no ex-
ception. We rejoined UNESCO in 2023
after a 5-year absence, and now, we are
withdrawing again. It sends a terrible
message that the United States can no
longer be counted on. It is a message
the Chinese will applaud.

——
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, I
missed the following votes, but had I
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been present, I would have voted no on
rollcall vote No. 378, motion to invoke
cloture on Executive Calendar No. 58,
William Briggs, of Texas, to be Deputy
Administrator of the Small Business
Administration.

I missed the following votes, but had
I been present, I would have voted no
on rollcall vote No. 416, motion to in-
voke cloture on Executive Calendar No.
91, Arielle Roth, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be Assistant Secretary of
Commerce for Communications and In-
formation.

———

HONORING DEPUTY BRANDON
GAEDE

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the memory and mourn
the tragic passing of a young Kansan,
Phillips County Sheriff’s Deputy Bran-
don Gaede.

On Friday, June 27, Kansas lost one
of its finest in the line of duty. Re-
sponding to a call in Phillipsburg, Dep-
uty Brandon Gaede arrived promptly at
the scene, and as he was attempting to
make an arrest, the suspect revealed a
concealed handgun and opened fire. De-
spite being struck several times, Bran-
don returned fire, neutralizing the as-
sailant in order to protect innocent by-
standers and prevent any further harm
to his fellow officers. First responders
and EMS quickly arrived at the scene
to perform lifesaving efforts, but sadly,
Brandon did not survive.

I am heartbroken by this tragedy.
Words cannot describe the devastating
loss felt by Brandon’s family, friends,
and loved ones. Brandon is survived by
his wife Karlye and their three young
children. This senseless act of violence
has forever robbed the Gaede family of
their father and husband and the Phil-
lips County community of a dedicated
public servant.

When we lose someone in a Kansas
community, it is not simply just an-
other name. It is someone we have seen
at our children’s school activities,
stood beside at community gatherings,
and gotten to know as a neighbor and
friend.

Brandon’s life was an example of
what it means to truly serve, and I
have come to learn there are many ex-
amples of Brandon’s selflessness. I at-
tended Brandon’s funeral in Phillips-
burg. The outpouring of love and sup-
port I saw for Brandon was incredible.
Over 100 law enforcement agencies
traveled to northwest Kansas to show
their support for their brother in blue.

In addition to this support, law en-
forcement has a tradition of escorting
a fallen officer to their place of rest,
and as the motorcade was headed from
Wichita to Phillipsburg, it passed
through my hometown of Plainville.
The videos I saw showed hundreds of
first responders and community mem-
bers lining the streets, waving Amer-
ican flags and saluting a fallen hero.
This moment serves as a reminder to
all of us that we more in common than
we have apart.
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Our men and women of law enforce-
ment, officers like Brandon, put their
lives on the line every day in dedica-
tion to serving their community. They
selflessly stand between those they
have sworn to protect and those that
wish to do them harm, sacrificing
much for the sake of their families,
friends, and communities. While we
can never repay the sacrifice of Bran-
don, we have a responsibility to honor
his memory and make certain his sac-
rifice is never forgotten.

To Brandon’s family, friends and
loved ones: I am sorry for your loss.
May God comfort you during your time
of grief and be a source of strength dur-
ing this difficult time.

Brandon served his community with
integrity, honor, and respect. May we
never forget his memory and his serv-
ice, and may we each strive to live up
to the values he swore to protect.

———

REMEMBERING LINO GUTIERREZ

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize the remarkable life
and career of Ambassador Lino Gutier-
rez, a dedicated public servant whose
decades of diplomacy helped shape U.S.
engagement across the Western Hemi-
sphere. He passed away on May 3, 2025,
leaving behind a legacy defined by
service and impact.

Born in Havana, Cuba, Ambassador
Gutierrez came to the United States as
a young boy, fleeing Castro’s regime
and beginning a journey that would see
him rise to some of the highest ranks
of American diplomacy. Gutierrez
served in the Foreign Service under
five Presidents and 11 Secretaries of
State, including as U.S. Ambassador to
both Nicaragua and Argentina.

In those roles, Ambassador Gutierrez
led and oversaw a number of signifi-
cant achievements. During his tenure
as U.S. Ambassador to Argentina, the
United States and Argentina signed
agreements on counterterrorism and
counternarcotics cooperation and con-
tainer security. As Acting Assistant
Secretary for Western Hemisphere Af-
fairs, Gutierrez led the Bureau of West-
ern Hemisphere Affairs on September
11, 2001, and beyond. He accompanied
Secretary of State Colin Powell to
Lima, Peru, for the signing of the
Inter-American Democratic Charter
and returned with the Secretary’s
party to the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. During his tenure in
Nicaragua, Gutierrez oversaw efforts to
demobilize and reintegrate the Contra
fighters into civil society, strengthen
the country’s newly established demo-
cratic government after years of au-
thoritarian rule, and coordinated the
U.S. relief effort following the deadly
devastation of Hurricane Mitch.

After retiring from the State Depart-
ment, Ambassador Gutierrez remained
deeply committed to strengthening the
Foreign Service. As executive director
of the Una Chapman Cox Foundation,
he championed initiatives to enhance
recruitment, professional development,
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and public understanding of diplomacy.
He also taught as an adjunct professor
at Johns Hopkins and George Wash-
ington Universities, served on the
board of Georgetown’s Institute for the
Study of Diplomacy, was appointed by
Secretary of State John Kerry to the
Foreign Service Grievance Board, and
provided expert guidance to DACOR on
fostering strong U.S.-Latin America re-
lations. Through these endeavors, Am-
bassador Gutierrez leaves behind a re-
markable legacy which will continue
to shape the next generation of U.S.
diplomatic and foreign policy leaders.

Ambassador Gutierrez embodied the
American ideal of public service. I ex-
tend my deepest condolences to his
wife Miriam, their three daughters, and
six grandchildren. May his example
continue to inspire all who believe in
diplomacy as a force for peace, secu-
rity, and opportunity.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. FREDRICK ‘‘SKIP”’
BURKLE

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, Dr.
Fredrick ‘““‘Skip” Burkle, Jr., is a dis-
tinguished veteran, physician, and hu-
manitarian whose service to our Na-
tion exemplifies the highest ideals of
courage and compassion. Throughout
his career, Dr. Burkle has selflessly
dedicated his life to graciously serve
not only the American people, but
countless others who his influence and
expertise extended to.

Dr. Burkle was drafted into the U.S.
Navy at the height of the Vietnam war
as a military physician at Delta Med, a
Forward Casualty Receiving Facility
for the 3rd Marine Division near the
Demilitarized Zone. Under relentless
mortar fire and nightly combat, Dr.
Burkle provided lifesaving care to
wounded marines, civilians, and enemy
combatants alike. While serving at
Delta Med, Dr. Burkle came under an
incoming enemy attack which caused
him to collide into the wall of a bunk-
er, resulting in a traumatic brain in-
jury. However, Dr. Burkle did not let
this injury stop him from continuing
his career of service.

His valor and dedication earned him
the Bronze Star with Combat V, a tes-
tament to his extraordinary service in
an extremely dangerous engagement of
the war. In 1975, Dr. Burkle returned to
Vietnam to serve as the medical direc-
tor for Operation Babylift, a daring hu-
manitarian mission that evacuated
thousands of orphans from Saigon in
the final days of the war. His leader-
ship during this operation saved count-
less lives and demonstrated the endur-
ing commitment of American compas-
sion in times of crisis. During the Per-
sian Gulf War, Dr. Burkle served as
senior medical officer at Al Khanjar
Navy-Marine Trauma Center, one of
the largest field hospitals in the Ma-
rine Corps’ history.

Dr. Burkle retired as a captain in the
U.S. Naval Reserve, but his commit-
ment to public service did not end
there. He went on to become one of the
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world’s experts in disaster response,
global health, and humanitarian assist-
ance. Dr. Burkle further offered his ex-
pertise in disaster and emergency med-
icine by serving as the Deputy Assist-
ant Administrator for Global Health at
the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, where he was notably
tasked to organize preparations for
postconflict humanitarian assistance
following the U.S. invasion of Iraq. His
work has spanned continents and cri-
ses, earning him well-deserved recogni-
tion.

Dr. Burkle’s life is a testament to the
values we hold dear: service above self,
healing in the face of destruction, and
unwavering dedication to the better-
ment of humankind. I commend Dr.
Burkle for his service to this country;
we are a nation forever in gratitude for
his accomplishments. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Dr.
Fredrick ‘““‘Skip” Burkle for his mili-
tary service, his humanitarian legacy,
and his enduring impact on global
health and diplomacy.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING SPONHEIM SALES
AND SERVICES

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as chair
of the Senate Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship, each
week I recognize an outstanding Iowa
small business that exemplifies the
American entrepreneurial spirit. This
week, it is my privilege to recognize
Sponheim Sales and Services of Nora
Springs, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

Founded in 2015 by Dean Sponheim, a
fourth-generation Mitchell County
farmer, Sponheim Sales and Services is
the culmination of decades of agricul-
tural innovation and a deep commit-
ment to soil health and sustainability.
Dean, along with his son Josh and long-
time colleague Rachel Amundson,
launched the acclaimed one-stop shop
to provide cover crop seed, aerial appli-
cation, custom seeding services, and
more. What began as an effort to im-
prove farming practices beyond con-
servation evolved into a full-service op-
eration supporting farmers across
Iowa.

Dean’s journey began in the late
1990s, when he started strip-tilling and
providing custom strip-till services. By
2012, Dean was aerially applying cover
crops. With the official establishment
of Sponheim Sales and Services a few
years later, the team expanded to offer
cover crop seed sales, custom seed
cleaning, drilling, interseeding, and
contracting with 1local oat and rye
growers. Recently, they have partnered
with Continuum Ag to help farmers
participate in sustainability-driven
markets while reducing their environ-
mental footprint.

Today, Sponheim Sales and Services
continues to operate out of Nora
Springs, IA, serving farmers across the
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region, while carrying forward the fam-
ily’s Century Farm legacy. The busi-
ness remains highly involved within
the community, actively participating
with organizations such as the Iowa
Soybean Association, Iowa Corn Grow-
ers Association, and Iowa Farm Bureau
Federation. Dean also serves on the
Rock Creek Watershed Advisory Board
and contributes to national conserva-
tion efforts through the National
Strip-Till Conference. In 2014, Dean was
recognized with the Iowa Farm Envi-
ronmental Leader Award, a testament
to his commitment and ongoing pur-
suit of sustainable farming. In addition
to these leadership roles, Sponheim
Sales and Services is dedicated to sup-
porting its local community, spon-
soring many schools and county fairs.
The team is a trusted resource for
farmers seeking professional guidance,
offering skills and knowledge drawn
from years of firsthand experience and
continuous learning.

Last year, I witnessed the entrepre-
neurial spirit and dedication to land
stewardship demonstrated by
Sponheim Sales and Services firsthand.
As a trusted partner to local farmers
and a leader in conservation agri-
culture, this family-owned business
continues to make a positive impact
across our State and region. I want to
congratulate Dean, Josh, Rachel, and
the entire Sponheim Sales and Services
team for their outstanding work, and I
look forward to their continued success
supporting Iowa’s agricultural future.e

———

RECOGNIZING PRESTON, IDAHO

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, today, I
rise with my colleagues Senator MIKE
CRAPO and Congressman MIKE SIMPSON
to celebrate the 125th birthday of Pres-
ton, ID. From the famous Preston
Night Rodeo to the historic brick-and-
mortar businesses along State Street,
Preston has both a deep history and
bright future to be celebrated.

The first settlers arrived in the Pres-
ton area in 1888, establishing a small
agricultural town in the fertile Cache
Valley of southeastern Idaho, which
they called “Worm Creek.” The com-
munity, shaped by faith, family, hard
work, and resilience, was officially in-
corporated on July 25, 1900. The newly
formed city was named Preston in
honor of William B. Preston, the fourth
Presiding Bishop of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Preston quickly became Kknown for
its strong agricultural foundation, pri-
marily in dairy, sugar beet, and grain
farming, which still influence the econ-
omy today. In 1904, the Oregon Short
Line Railroad connected Preston to
larger nearby markets, spurring
growth in commerce, education, and
the community in Franklin County.
Preston High School was built shortly
thereafter, in 1908. In the more than 100
years since, the school has gained rec-
ognition not only for its academic
achievements but also for the 2004 pop
culture sensation ‘‘Napoleon Dyna-
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mite.”” This iconic film captured the
sincerity and quiet charm that Preston
has displayed since its founding.

The city of Preston is a true testa-
ment to Western American heritage.
These values are evident in the kind-
ness of the community, rich agricul-
tural roots, and the Famous Preston
Night Rodeo. Since 1934, the award-
winning Preston Rodeo has attracted
world-champion cowboys and cowgirls,
stimulated economic development, and
inspired generations of family fun.

For 125 years, Preston has dem-
onstrated that hard work, responsible
stewardship of the land, and commit-
ment to community create a lasting
impact. Today, we proudly recognize
more than a century of this small
town’s strong families, agricultural in-
novations, and mnotable small busi-
nesses that will continue to shape its
future.o

’

RECOGNIZING THOMAS
MERCANTILE

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each month I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of a small business in my home
State of Idaho. Today, I am pleased to
honor Thomas Mercantile as the Idaho
Small Business of the Month for July
2025.

Thomas Mercantile opened in Swan
Lake in 1909 when Samuel Thomas
bought the store. Alongside his broth-
ers Chauncey and Moroni, the family
operated the local post office, grocery
store, and a harness and saddle busi-
ness.

During its 108 years of operation, the
Thomas Mercantile was known as the
“hub” of the Swan Lake community.
From its early days as a dancehall and
barbershop to becoming home to the
first television in east Idaho, the shop
was a favorite spot for town meetings
and camaraderie. Three generations of
Thomases ran the business, overcoming
the Great Depression, World War II,
tragedy, and triumph, before closing
the mercantile in 2017.

In the spring of 2021, Idaho native
Kaarin Engelmann took on the chal-
lenge of reopening the store. After a
lengthy restoration process, during
which Kaarin worked extensively to
preserve the business’s history, charm,
and beloved radiators, the Thomas
Mercantile reopened its doors in May
of 2023.

Today, Kaarin continues the legacy
of the Thomas Mercantile by hosting
community events, such as board gam-
ing afternoons, Music at the Merc, and
Swan Lake Market Day. The shop also
supports local producers, sourcing its
baked goods, eggs, pork, and beef from
vendors in the Swan Lake region.

Congratulations to Kaarin, the
Thomas family, and all the employees
at Thomas Mercantile on being se-
lected as the Idaho Small Business of
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the Month for July 2025. Thank you for
serving Idaho as small business owners
and entrepreneurs. You make our great
State proud, and I look forward to your
continued growth and success.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:09 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 131. An act to make certain modifica-
tions to the repayment for the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit in the State of Colorado.

H.R. 183. An act to amend the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to pro-
vide for a free annual National Parks and
Federal Recreational Lands Pass for law en-
forcement officers and firefighters.

H.R. 672. An act to establish new ZIP Codes
for certain communities, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1043. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain Federal land
in Arizona to La Paz County, Arizona, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1450. An act to require the Office of
Foreign Assets Control to develop a program
under which private sector firms may re-
ceive a license to conduct nominal financial
transactions in furtherance of the firms’ in-
vestigations, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1469. An act to create an interdivi-
sional taskforce at the Securities and Ex-
change Commission for senior investors.

H.R. 1716. An act to deter Chinese aggres-
sion towards Taiwan by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to publish a report on
financial institutions and accounts con-
nected to senior officials of the People’s Re-
public of China, to restrict financial services
for certain immediate family of such offi-
cials, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1764. An act to accord securities
issued by the International Development As-
sociation the same exemption from the secu-
rities laws that applies to the securities of
other multilateral development banks in
which the United States is a member.

H.R. 2170. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community based out-
patient clinic in Toms River, New Jersey,
the Leonard G. ‘Bud’ Lomell, VA Clinic, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 2384. An act to establish an Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit Fi-
nancing, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2625. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to update certain terminology
regarding veteran employment.

H.R. 3095. An act to direct the United
States Postal Services to designate single,
unique ZIP Codes for certain communities,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3339. An act to require certification
examinations for accredited investors, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3343. An act to amend the Federal se-
curities laws to specify the periods for which
financial statements are required to be pro-
vided by an emerging growth company, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3351. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to specify that actions
of the Advocate for Small Business Capital
Formation are not a collection of informa-
tion under the Paperwork Reduction Act.

H.R. 3382. An act to require the Securities
and Exchange Commission to carry out a
study and rulemaking on the definition of
the term ‘‘small entity’’ under the securities
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laws for purposes of chapter 6 of title 5,
United States Code, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3395. An act to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to carry
out a study of the costs associated with
small- and medium-sized companies to un-
dertake initial public offerings.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 131. An act to make certain modifica-
tions to the repayment for the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit in the State of Colorado; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 183. An act to amend the Federal
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to pro-
vide for a free annual National Parks and
Federal Recreational lands Pass for law en-
forcement officers and firefighters; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 672. An act to establish new ZIP Codes
for certain communities , and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1043. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain Federal land
in Arizona to La Paz County, Arizona, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 1450. An act to require the Office of
Foreign Assets Control to develop a program
under which private sector firms may re-
ceive a license to conduct nominal financial
transactions in furtherance of the firms’ in-
vestigations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 1469. An act to create an interdivi-
sional taskforce at the Securities and Ex-
change Commission for senior investors; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

H.R. 1716. An act to deter Chinese aggres-
sion towards Taiwan by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to publish a report on
financial institutions and accounts con-
nected to senior officials of the People’s Re-
public of China, to restrict financial services
for certain immediate family of such offi-
cials, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1764. An act to accord securities
issued by the International Development As-
sociation the same exemption from the secu-
rities laws that applies to the securities of
other multilateral development banks in
which the United States is a member; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 2170. An act to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Toms River, New Jersey,
the Leonard G. 'Bud’ Lomell, VA Clinic, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

H.R. 2384. An act to establish an Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit Fi-
nancing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

H.R. 2625. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to update certain terminology
regarding veteran employment; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

H.R. 3095. An act to direct the United
States Postal Service to designate single,
unique ZIP Codes for certain communities,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.
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H.R. 3339. An act to require certification
examinations for accredited investors, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

H.R. 3343. An act to amend the Federal se-
curities laws to specify the periods for which
financial statements are required to be pro-
vided by an emerging growth company, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

H.R. 3351. An act to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to specify that actions
of the Advocate for Small Business Capital
Formation are not a collection of informa-
tion under the Paperwork Reduction Act; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

H.R. 3382. An act to require the Securities
and Exchange Commission to carry out a
study and rulemaking on the definition of
the term ‘‘small entity” under the securities
laws for purposes of chapter 6 of title 5,
United States Code, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

H.R. 3395. An act to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to carry
out a study of the costs associated with
small- and medium-sized companies to un-
dertake initial public offerings; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communication was
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated:

EC-1336. A communication from the Chief
Executive Officer of the Peace Corps, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In-
spector General’s Semiannual Report for the
period of October 1, 2024 through March 31,
2025; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. CRUZ, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:

S. 769. A bill to amend the Research and
Development, Competition, and Innovation
Act to clarify the definition of foreign coun-
try for purposes of malign foreign talent re-
cruitment restriction, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 119-45).

———————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. CRAPO for the Committee on Fi-
nance.

*Joseph Barloon, of Maryland, to be a Dep-
uty United States Trade Representative (Ge-
neva Office), with the rank of Ambassador.

*Brian Morrissey, Jr., of Virginia, to be
General Counsel for the Department of the
Treasury.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.
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INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN:

S. 2369. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to remove or permanently conceal
the name of Francis Newlands on the
grounds of the memorial fountain located at
Chevy Chase Circle in the District of Colum-
bia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. BALDWIN:

S. 2370. A bill to provide for eligibility for
veterans of Operation End Sweep for the
Vietnam Service Medal; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

By Mr. COTTON (for himself, Mrs.
BRITT, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, and Mr.
HAWLEY):

S. 2371. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to conduct a
study on the impacts of arsenic, cadmium,
mercury, and lead in infant formula on in-
fant health and establish standards for regu-
lating the content of such substances in in-
fant formula; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 2372. A bill to ensure accessibility of
drugs furnished through the drug discount
program under section 340B of the Public
Health Service Act; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. ALSOBROOKS (for herself and
Mr. VAN HOLLEN):

S. 2373. A Dbill to amend section 485 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to require cer-
tain institutions of higher education to de-
velop and implement a venue-specific heat-
related illnesses emergency action plan, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2374. A bill to establish the Climate
Change Advisory Commission to develop rec-
ommendations, frameworks, and guidelines
for projects to respond to the impacts of cli-
mate change, to issue Federal obligations,
the proceeds of which shall be used to fund
projects that aid in adaptation to climate
change, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 2375. A bill to require a report on the
threats to the national security of the
United States posed by the national debt and
net interest payments on that debt; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. LEE, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, and Mr. HAGERTY):

S. 2376. A Dbill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to include rioting in the defini-
tion of racketeering activity; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. HIrRoNO, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, Ms. WARREN, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms.
ROSEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
COONS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. VAN HoOL-
LEN, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. BOOKER,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. WELCH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mr. KiM, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
KELLY, and Mr. LUJAN):

S. 2377. A bill to ensure affordable abortion
coverage and care for every person, and for
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other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. BENNET, and Mr. Booz-
MAN):

S. 2378. A Dbill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to establish funds for invest-
ments in aviation security checkpoint tech-
nology, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
COONS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 2379. A bill to amend the State Justice
Institute Act of 1984 to authorize the State
Justice Institute to provide awards to cer-
tain organizations to establish a State judi-
cial threat intelligence and resource center;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
RICKETTS):

S. 2380. A bill to direct the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce, to seek to establish an Economic
Security Working Group within the Quad; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
KiM):

S. 2381. A bill to require the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to develop a framework for detecting,
removing, and reporting child pornography
in datasets used to train artificial intel-
ligence systems, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 2382. A bill to amend the Sarbanes-Oxley
Act of 2002 to provide for disclosure regard-
ing foreign jurisdictions that hinder inspec-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. KAINE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
MARKEY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2383. A bill to exempt goods imported by
or for the use of small business concerns
from the duties imposed by the national
emergency declared on February 1, 2025 by
the President; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 2384. A bill to monitor United States in-
vestments in entities that are controlled by
foreign adversaries, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. BANKS:

S. 2385. A bill to codify Executive Order
14253 relating to restoring truth and sanity
to American history, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Ms. WARREN):

S. 2386. A Dbill to limit the use of Federal
law enforcement officers for crowd control,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI):

S.J. Res. 63. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment relating to ‘“‘Central Yukon Record of
Decision and Approved Resource Manage-
ment Plan’; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S.J. Res. 64. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
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Agency relating to ‘‘Air Plan Approval; West
Virginia; Regional Haze State Implementa-
tion Plan for the Second Implementation Pe-
riod”’; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S.J. Res. 65. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘Air Plan Approval; Flor-
ida; Revisions to Stationary Sources-Re-
moval of Clean Air Interstate Rule Provi-
sions’; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S.J. Res. 66. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for
Coke Ovens: Pushing, Quenching, and Bat-
tery Stacks, and Coke Oven Batteries; Resid-
ual Risk and Technology Review, and Peri-
odic Technology Review.”’; to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S.J. Res. 67. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: In-
tegrated Iron and Steel Manufacturing Fa-
cilities Technology Review: Interim Final
Rule”; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr.
KING):

S. Res. 331. A resolution calling upon the
Senate to give its advice and consent to the
ratification of the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. LuMMIS, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr. CRAPO):

S. Res. 332. A resolution designating July
26, 2025, as ‘‘National Day of the American
Cowboy”’; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 237
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CrRAPO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 237, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to provide public safety officer
benefits for exposure-related cancers,
and for other purposes.
S. 355
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. SCHIFF) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 355, a bill to require the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, to publish a final rule relating
to nonclinical testing methods.



July 22, 2025

S. 545
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 545, a bill to prohibit certain uses
of xylazine, and for other purposes.
S. 752
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 752, a bill to amend title
XIX of the Social Security Act to
streamline enrollment under the Med-
icaid program of certain providers
across State lines.
S. 1232
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1232, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Labor to issue an occupa-
tional safety and health standard that
requires covered employers within the
health care and social service indus-
tries to develop and implement a com-
prehensive workplace violence preven-
tion plan, and for other purposes.
S. 1294
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1294, a bill to modernize the business of
selling firearms.
S. 1296
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1296, a bill to amend the
Higher Education Act of 1965 to
strengthen disclosure requirements re-
lating to foreign gifts and contracts, to
prohibit contracts between institutions
of higher education and certain foreign
entities and countries of concern, and
for other purposes.
S. 1370
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1370, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to restrict the possession
of certain firearms, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1374
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1374, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit machinegun
conversion devices and illegal modi-
fications of semiautomatic firearms,
and for other purposes.
S. 1379
At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1379, a bill to ensure consumers
have access to data relating to their
motor vehicles, critical repair informa-
tion, and tools, and to provide them
choices for the maintenance, service,
and repair of their motor vehicles, and
for other purposes.
S. 1404
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
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(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1404, a bill to combat or-
ganized crime involving the illegal ac-
quisition of retail goods and cargo for
the purpose of selling those illegally
obtained goods through physical and
online retail marketplaces.
S. 1441
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1441, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to award
grants to nonprofit entities to assist
such entities in carrying out programs
to provide service dogs to eligible vet-
erans, and for other purposes.
S. 1454
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1454, a bill to amend
the Animal Welfare Act to provide for
greater protection of roosters, and for
other purposes.
S. 1538
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Nevada
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15638, a bill to amend the Animal
Welfare Act to expand and improve the
enforcement capabilities of the Attor-
ney General, and for other purposes.
S. 1677
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. ALSOBROOKS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1677, a bill to provide
health insurance benefits for out-
patient and inpatient items and serv-
ices related to the diagnosis and treat-
ment of a congenital anomaly or birth
defect.
S. 1809
At the request of Mrs. MooDY, the
name of the Senator from OKklahoma
(Mr. MULLIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1809, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to prohibit taking
or transmitting video of defense infor-
mation, and for other purposes.
S. 2106
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2106, a bill to provide a process
for granting lawful permanent resident
status to aliens from certain countries
who meet certain eligibility require-
ments, and for other purposes.
S. 2169
At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2169, a bill to require the development
of a comprehensive rural hospital cy-
bersecurity workforce development
strategy, and for other purposes.
S. 2245
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2245, a bill to amend the Digital
Coast Act to improve the acquisition,
integration, and accessibility of data of
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the Digital Coast program and to ex-
tend the program.
S. 2266
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2266, a bill to provide
for automatic renewal protections, and
for other purposes.
S. 2293
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2293, a bill to require the Presi-
dent to designate the Muslim Brother-
hood as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion, to direct the Secretary of State
to submit a report to Congress regard-
ing such designation, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2294
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY), the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2294, a
bill to reauthorize the Kay Hagan Tick
Act, and for other purposes.
S. 2350
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2350, a bill to provide for the con-
fidentiality of information submitted
in requests for deferred action under
the deferred action for childhood arriv-
als program, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 2374. A bill to establish the Cli-
mate Change Advisory Commission to
develop recommendations, frameworks,
and guidelines for projects to respond
to the impacts of climate change, to
issue Federal obligations, the proceeds
of which shall be used to fund projects
that aid in adaptation to climate
change, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2374

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Climate Change Resiliency Fund for
America Act of 2025”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.
TITLE - CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY
COMMISSION
Establishment of Climate Change
Advisory Commission.
Duties.
Commission personnel matters.
Funding.
Termination.

Sec. 101.

102.
103.
104.
105.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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TITLE II—CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY
FUND

Sec. 201. Climate Change Resiliency Fund.
Sec. 202. Compliance with Davis-Bacon Act.
Sec. 203. Funding.
TITLE III—-REVENUE

Sec. 301. Climate Change Obligations.
Sec. 302. Promotion.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CoMMISSION.—The term ‘“‘Commission’’
means the Climate Change Advisory Com-
mission established by section 101(a).

(2) COMMUNITY OF COLOR.—The term ‘‘com-
munity of color’” means a geographically dis-
tinct area in which the population of any of
the following categories of individuals is
higher than the national average populations
of that category:

(A) Black.

(B) African American.

(C) Asian.

(D) Pacific Islander.

(E) Other non-White race.

(F') Hispanic.

(G) Latino.

(H) Native American.

(I) Linguistically isolated.

(3) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity”’ includes—

(A) a Federal agency;

(B) a State or group of States;

(C) a unit of local government or a group of
local governments;

(D) a utility district;

(E) a Tribal government or a consortium of
Tribal governments;

(F) a State or regional transit agency or a
group of State or regional transit agencies;

(G) a nonprofit organization;

(H) a special purpose district or public au-
thority, including a port authority; and

(I) any other entity, as determined by the
Secretary.

(4) ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE COMMUNITY.—
The term ‘‘environmental justice commu-
nity’”’ means a community with significant
representation of communities of color or
low-income communities that experiences,
or is at risk of experiencing, higher or more
adverse human health or environmental ef-
fects.

(6) FRONTLINE COMMUNITY.—The term
“frontline community’’ means a low-income
community or a community of color that is
disproportionately impacted or burdened by
climate change, industrial pollution (includ-
ing historic pollution), or a phenomenon as-
sociated with climate change, including such
a community that was or is at risk of being
disproportionately impacted or burdened by
climate change, industrial pollution (includ-
ing historic pollution), or a phenomenon as-
sociated with climate change earlier than
other such communities.

(6) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund” means the
Climate Change Resiliency Fund established
by section 201(a)(1).

(7) LOW-INCOME COMMUNITY.—The term
“low-income community’’ means any census
block group in which 30 percent or more of
the population are individuals with an an-
nual household income equal to, or less than,
the greater of—

(A) an amount equal to 80 percent of the
median household income of the area in
which the household is located, as reported
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment; and

(B) 200 percent of the Federal poverty line.

(8) PROJECT.—The term ‘‘project’” means a
project for a qualified climate change adap-
tation purpose performed by an eligible enti-
ty under section 201(b).

(9) QUALIFIED CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
PURPOSE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’” means an
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objective with a demonstrated intent to re-
duce the economic, social, and environ-
mental impact of the adverse effects of cli-
mate change.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’ includes
infrastructure resiliency and mitigation, im-
proved disaster response, and ecosystem pro-
tection, which may be accomplished through
activities or projects with objectives such
as—

(i) reducing risks or enhancing resilience
to sea level rise, extreme weather events,
fires, drought, flooding, heat island impacts,
or worsened indoor or outdoor air quality;

(ii) protecting farms and the food and
water supply from climate impacts;

(iii) reducing risks of food insecurity that
would otherwise result from climate change;

(iv) ensuring that disaster and public
health plans account for more severe weath-
er;
(v) reducing risks from geographical
change to disease vectors, pathogens,
invasive species, and the distribution of
pests; and

(vi) other projects or activities, as deter-
mined to be appropriate by the Commaission.

(10) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Commerce.

(11) STATE.—The term ‘State” means a
State, the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and any other
territory or possession of the United States.

TITLE I—CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY

COMMISSION
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE
ADVISORY COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a
commission to be known as the ‘‘Climate
Change Advisory Commission’.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall be
composed of 11 members—

(1) who shall be selected from the public
and private sectors and institutions of high-
er education with a demonstrated expertise
in climate mitigation solutions and commit-
ment to the implementation of those solu-
tions; and

(2) of whom—

(A) 3 shall be appointed by the President,
in consultation with the National Climate
Task Force;

(B) 2 shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives;

(C) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the House of Representatives;

(D) 2 shall be appointed by the majority
leader of the Senate; and

(E) 2 shall be appointed by the minority
leader of the Senate.

(c) TERMS.—Each member of the Commis-
sion shall be appointed for a 5-year term.

(d) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—Each member
of the Commission shall be appointed not
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion—

(1) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and

(2) shall be filled in the manner in which
the original appointment was made.

(f) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which all members of
the Commission have been appointed, the
Commission shall—

(1) virtually hold the initial meeting of the
Commission; and

(2) at that initial meeting, determine the
regular location of meetings of the Commis-
sion.

(g
meet—

(1) at the call of the Chairperson; or

(2) by a call of a simple majority of the
membership of the Commission.

MEETINGS.—The Commission shall
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(h) QUORUM.—A majority of the members
of the Commission shall constitute a
quorum, but a lesser number of members
may hold hearings.

(i) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.—
The Commission shall select a Chairperson
and Vice Chairperson from among the mem-
bers of the Commission.

SEC. 102. DUTIES.

The Commission shall—

(1) establish and, as necessary, update rec-
ommendations, frameworks, and guidelines
for a Federal investment program funded by
revenue from climate change obligations
issued under section 301 for eligible entities
that—

(A) improve and adapt energy, transpor-
tation, water, and general infrastructure im-
pacted or expected to be impacted due to cli-
mate variability; and

(B) integrate best available science, data,
standards, models, and trends that improve
the resiliency of infrastructure systems de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and

(2) identify and, as necessary, update cat-
egories of the most cost-effective invest-
ments and projects that emphasize multiple
benefits to human health, commerce, and
ecosystems while ensuring that the Commis-
sion engages in early, meaningful, and cul-
turally and linguistically appropriate com-
munity stakeholder involvement opportuni-
ties during the development of the rec-
ommendations, frameworks, and guidelines
established under paragraph (1).

SEC. 103. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—

(1) NON-FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of
the Commission who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government shall be
compensated at a rate equal to the daily
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay
prescribed for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United
States Code, for each day (including travel
time) during which the member is engaged in
the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission.

(2) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the
Commission who is an officer or employee of
the Federal Government shall serve without
compensation in addition to the compensa-
tion received for the services of the member
as an officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses,
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5,
United States Code, while away from the
home or regular place of business of the
member in the performance of the duties of
the Commission.

() STAFF.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the
Commission, or a simple majority of the
membership of the Commission, may, with-
out regard to the civil service laws (includ-
ing regulations), appoint and terminate such
personnel as are necessary to enable the
Commission to perform the duties of the
Commission.

(2) COMPENSATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Chairperson of the
Commission may fix the compensation of
personnel without regard to the provisions of
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of
title 5, United States Code, relating to clas-
sification of positions and General Schedule
pay rates.

(B) MAXIMUM RATE OF PAY.—The rate of
pay for personnel shall not exceed the rate
payable for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of title 5, United
States Code.
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SEC. 104. FUNDING.

The Commission shall use amounts in the
Fund to pay for all administrative expenses
of the Commission, not to exceed 3 percent of
the amounts made available for projects for
a qualified climate change adaptation pur-
pose from the Fund during the applicable
calendar year.

SEC. 105. TERMINATION.

The Commission shall terminate on the
date that is 20 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

TITLE II—CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY
FUND
SEC. 201. CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY FUND.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
Treasury of the United States the ‘‘Climate
Change Resiliency Fund”.

(2) USE OF AMOUNTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall use
not less than 40 percent of the amounts in
the Fund to fund projects that benefit com-
munities that experience disproportionate
impacts from climate change and climate
change-causing pollution, including environ-
mental justice communities, frontline com-
munities, and low-income communities.

(B) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—AIll amounts
deposited in the Fund in accordance with
section 301(a) shall only be used—

(i) to fund new projects in accordance with
this section; and

(ii) for administrative expenses of the
Commission authorized under section 104.

(3) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARY.—The
Secretary shall take such action as the Sec-
retary determines necessary to assist in im-
plementing the Fund in accordance with this
section, which shall include consulting with
relevant Federal agencies.

(b) CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
PROJECTS.—The Secretary, in consultation
with the Commission, shall carry out a pro-
gram to provide funds to eligible entities to
carry out projects for a qualified climate
change adaptation purpose.

(c) APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity desiring
funds under subsection (b) shall, with respect
to a project, submit to the Secretary an ap-
plication at such time, in such manner, and
containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(2) CONTENTS.—An application submitted
by an eligible entity under this subsection
shall include data relating to any benefits
the eligible entity expects the project to pro-
vide to the community in which the applica-
ble project is performed, such as—

(A) an economic impact;

(B) improvements to public health; or

(C) permanent environmental preservation
or restoration.

(3) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall offer technical assistance to eligible
entities preparing applications under this
subsection.

(d) SELECTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
eligible entities to receive funds to carry out
projects under this section based on criteria
and guidelines determined and published by
the Commission under section 102.

(2) PRIORITY.—In selecting eligible entities
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall give
priority to eligible entities planning to per-
form projects that will serve areas with the
greatest need.

(e) NON-FEDERAL FUNDING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2)
and (3), in order to receive funds under this
section, an eligible entity shall provide funds
for a project in an amount that is equal to
not less than 25 percent of the amount of
funds provided under this section.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive all
or part of the matching requirement under

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

paragraph (1) for an eligible entity, espe-
cially an eligible entity performing a project
benefitting a low-income community, front-
line community, or an environmental justice
community, if the Secretary determines
that—

(A) there are no reasonable means avail-
able through which the eligible entity can
meet the matching requirement; or

(B) the probable benefit of the project out-
weighs the public interest of the matching
requirement.

(3) NO-MATCH PROJECTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
award not less than 10 percent and not more
than 40 percent of the total funds awarded
under this section to eligible entities to
which the matching requirement under para-
graph (1) shall not apply.

(B) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall give
priority for funding under subparagraph (A)
to an eligible entity performing a project in
a community experiencing a dispropor-
tionate impact of climate change, includ-
ing—

(i) an environmental justice community;

(ii) a low-income community;

(iii) a community of color; or

(iv) a frontline community.

(f) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAW.—Noth-
ing in this Act shall be construed to waive
the requirements of any Federal law or regu-
lation that would otherwise apply to a
project that receives funds under this sec-
tion.

SEC. 202. COMPLIANCE WITH DAVIS-BACON ACT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AII laborers and mechan-
ics employed by contractors and subcontrac-
tors on projects funded directly by, or as-
sisted in whole or in part by and through,
the Fund shall be paid wages at rates not
less than those prevailing on projects of a
character similar in the locality as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Labor in accord-
ance with subchapter IV of chapter 31 of part
A of title 40, United States Code.

(b) LABOR STANDARDS.—With respect to the
labor standards described in this section, the
Secretary of Labor shall have the authority
and functions set forth in Reorganization
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40,
United States Code.

SEC. 203. FUNDING.

To carry out the program under section
201(b), the Secretary, in addition to amounts
in the Fund, may use amounts that have
been made available to the Secretary and are
not otherwise obligated.

TITLE III—REVENUE
SEC. 301. CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary’s delegate (referred to in this title as
the ¢‘‘Secretary’’) shall issue obligations
under chapter 31 of title 31, United States
Code (referred to in this title as ‘‘climate
change obligations’’), the proceeds from
which shall be deposited in the Fund.

(b) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of
interest and principal with respect to any
climate change obligation issued under this
section shall be made from the general fund
of the Treasury of the United States and
shall be backed by the full faith and credit of
the United States.

(c) EXEMPTION FROM LOCAL TAXATION.—AIll
climate change obligations issued by the
Secretary, and the interest on or credits
with respect to such obligations, shall not be
subject to taxation by any State, county,
municipality, or local taxing authority.

(d) AMOUNT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGA-
TIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the aggregate face amount of
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the climate change obligations issued annu-
ally under this section shall be $200,000,000.

(2) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—For any cal-
endar year in which all of the obligations
issued pursuant to paragraph (1) have been
purchased, the Secretary may issue addi-
tional climate change obligations during
such calendar year, provided that the aggre-
gate face amount of such additional obliga-
tions does not exceed $800,000,000.

(e) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use
funds made available to the Secretary and
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pur-
poses of this section.

SEC. 302. PROMOTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mote the purchase of climate change obliga-
tions through such means as are determined
appropriate by the Secretary, with the
amount expended for such promotion not to
exceed $10,000,000 for any fiscal year during
the period of fiscal years 2026 through 2030.

(b) DONATED ADVERTISING.—In addition to
any advertising paid for with funds made
available under subsection (c), the Secretary
shall solicit and may accept the donation of
advertising relating to the sale of climate
change obligations.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
For each fiscal year during the period of fis-
cal years 2026 through 2030, there is author-
ized to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry
out the purposes of this section.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 331—CALL-
ING UPON THE SENATE TO GIVE
ITS ADVICE AND CONSENT TO
THE RATIFICATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. KING)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 331

Whereas the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) was adopted
by the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea in December 1982 and en-
tered into force in November 1994 to estab-
lish a treaty regime to govern activities on,
over, and under the world’s oceans;

Whereas the UNCLOS builds on four 1958
Law of the Sea conventions to which the
United States is a party, namely the Conven-
tion on the Territorial Sea and the Contig-
uous Zone, the Convention on the High Seas,
the Convention on the Continental Shelf,
and the Convention on Fishing and Con-
servation of the Living Resources of the
High Seas, all done at Geneva April 29, 1958;

Whereas the UNCLOS and an associated
1994 agreement relating to implementation
of the treaty were transmitted to the Senate
on October 6, 1994, and, in the absence of Sen-
ate advice and consent to ratification, the
United States is not a party to the treaty or
the associated 1994 agreement;

Whereas, as of January 2025, 170 parties
have ratified UNCLOS, including 166 United
Nations member states, but not the United
States;

Whereas the United States, like most other
countries, maintains that coastal States
under the UNCLOS have the right to regu-
late economic activities in their Exclusive
Economic Zones (EEZs), but do not have the
right to regulate foreign military activities
in their EEZs;
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Whereas the treaty’s provisions relating to
navigational rights, including navigational
rights in EEZs, reflect the diplomatic posi-
tion of the United States on the issue dating
back to the adoption of the UNCLOS in 1982;

Whereas becoming a party to the treaty
would codify the United States’ current posi-
tion of recognizing the provisions within the
UNCLOS as customary international law;

Whereas becoming a party to the treaty
would give the United States standing to
participate in discussions relating to the
treaty and thereby improve the ability of the
United States to intervene as a full party to
disputes relating to navigational rights and
to defend United States interpretations of
the treaty’s provisions, including those re-
lating to whether coastal states have a right
under the UNCLOS to regulate foreign mili-
tary activities in their EEZs;

Whereas becoming a party to the treaty
would allow the United States to be a mem-
ber of the International Seabed Authority
and thereby participate directly in setting
and voting on the policies organizing and
controlling mineral-related activities in the
international seabed area as global demand
for critical minerals increases;

Whereas more than 97 percent of the global
internet traffic relies on infrastructure lo-
cated on the seabed of the world’s oceans
compared to space-based infrastructure;

Whereas lack of full-party membership to
UNCLOS limits the access and influence of
the United States to critical territorial dis-
pute management, including matters involv-
ing pursuit and competition of extended
outer continental shelf submissions, facili-
tated primarily by Article 76, which rep-
resents the main tool assisting sovereign au-
thority delimitation agreements;

Whereas relying on customary inter-
national norms to defend United States in-
terests in those issues is not sufficient, be-
cause customary international law is not
universally accepted and is subject to change
over time based on state practice;

Whereas relying on other countries to as-
sert claims on behalf of the United States at
the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The
Hague is woefully insufficient to defend and
uphold United States sovereign rights and
interests;

Whereas the Permanent Court of Arbitra-
tion, in the July 12, 2016, ruling on the case
In the Matter of the South China Sea Arbi-
tration, stated that ‘‘the Tribunal commu-
nicated to the Parties and the U.S. Embassy
that it had decided that ‘only interested
States pallies to the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea will be admitted
as observers’ and thus could not accede to
the U.S. request’” to ‘‘send a representative
to observe the hearing’’;

Whereas, on November 25, 2018, the Russian
Federation violated international norms and
binding agreements, including the UNCLOS,
in firing upon, ramming, and seizing Ukrain-
ian vessels and crews attempting to pass
through the Kerch Strait;

Whereas, on May 25, 2019, the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea ruled in a
vote of 19 to 1 that ‘‘[t]The Russian Federation
shall immediately release the Ukrainian
naval vessels Berdyansk, Nikopol and Yani
Kapu, and return them to the custody of
Ukraine’ and that ‘‘[tJhe Russian Federation
shall immediately release the 24 detained
Ukrainian servicemen and allow them to re-
turn to Ukraine’’, demonstrating the Tribu-
nal’s rejection of the Russian Federation’s
arguments in that matter in relation to the
Law of the Sea;

Whereas, despite the Tribunal’s ruling
aligning with the position of the United
States Government on the November 25, 2018,
incident, the continued nonparticipation of
the United States in the UNCLOS limits the
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ability of the United States to effectively re-
spond to the Russian Federation’s actions
and to any potential future violations by the
Russian Federation and any other signatory
of UNCLOS;

Whereas the past Secretary of Defense, the
Honorable Lloyd Austin, stated that ‘the
United States has 1long treated the
UNCLOS’s provisions related to navigation
and overflight as reflective of longstanding
and customary international law. Our mili-
tary already acts in a manner consistent
with these rights and freedoms, so accession
to the Convention will not impact the man-
ner in which we conduct our operations,” in
response to a question for the record from
Senator Mazie Hirono on January 21, 2021;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Lisa Franchetti, stated that
‘‘the United States played a major role in
drafting the Convention, and it is favorable
to U.S. interests on all significant issues as
a result. Further, our Navy already acts in a
manner consistent with the Convention’s
navigational and overflight provisions. Ac-
cession would not impose any additional con-
straints on the Navy’s ability to fly, sail, and
operate wherever international law allows”’,
in response to advance policy questions on
September 14, 2023, before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, Admiral Lisa Franchetti, further
stated that ‘‘the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea would give our objec-
tions to excessive maritime claims a strong-
er legal foundation that does not rely exclu-
sively on customary international law. When
protesting excessive maritime claims as-
serted by the People’s Republic of China in
the South China Sea, the Russian Federation
in the Arctic region, and others, the United
States would come from a position of in-
creased authority and influence,” in re-
sponse to advance policy questions on Sep-
tember 14, 2023, before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the Commander, North American
Aerospace Defense Command and United
States Northern Command, General Gregory
M. Guillot, stated, ‘I support U.S. accession
to the Law of the Sea Convention (UNCLOS).
UNCLOS provides a comprehensive regime
for the governance of the world’s oceans, in-
cluding the Arctic, and U.S. accession would
further demonstrate our commitment to an
international rules-based order. Acceding to
the treaty would enable U.S. representation
during critical international negotiations
that impact the maritime domain, provide
an additional mechanism to counter coun-
tries like Russia and China that continue to
exploit our absence from key ocean govern-
ance diplomatic forums, and ultimately help
protect our nation’s rights and interests in
this critical sphere of operations,” in re-
sponse to advance policy questions on July
23, 2023, before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate;

Whereas the Commander, North American
Aerospace Defense Command and United
States Northern Command, General Gregory
M. Guillot, further stated in regard to
United States ratification of the UNCLOS, ‘I
believe accession to the Law of the Sea Con-
vention (UNCLOS) would help the U.S. pro-
tect its interests in the Arctic: Accession
would demonstrate our commitment to a
rules-based order, ensure our best interests
are represented during international nego-
tiations regarding territorial disputes and
challenges to longstanding maritime cus-
toms and practices, and improve our ability
to advocate for our ocean governance inter-
ests around the globe, including in the Arc-
tic. Engagement through UNCLOS is par-
ticularly critical today as multiple nations
vie for access and control in the Arctic and
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seek to modify international norms to ac-
commodate expansionist ambitions around
the globe in general, and in the Arctic in
particular. Finally, accession would preclude
Russia and China from exploiting U.S. ab-
sence in forums,” in response to advance pol-
icy questions on July 23, 2023, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Secretary of the Navy,
Honorable Carlos Del Toro, stated that ‘“‘ac-
cession would ‘lock in’ the customary rights
and freedoms reflected in the UNCLOS, and
would give the U.S. a seat at the table to set
the course for future law of the sea discus-
sions on a coequal level with member states
like China and Russia. China continues a
more aggressive posture in the South China
Sea. As widely reported, Chinese warships,
law enforcement vessels, and other PRC-
flagged vessels have failed to respect the
rights of maritime nations under the Con-
vention. As a party to the Convention, U.S.
objections to these violations would have
more force and credibility, and would en-
hance its ability to respond to excessive
maritime claims, land reclamation, and mili-
tarization efforts by China in the South
China Sea,” in response to a question for the
record from Senator Hirono on July 13, 2021;

Whereas the past Commander of the United
States Indo-Pacific Command, Admiral John
C. Aquilino, stated that ‘‘there’s really two
main reasons [to ratify the UNCLOS]: as the
group gets together, it would be certainly
beneficial if we had a seat at the table when
there were discussions occurring as it ap-
plied to potential adjustments and the inter-
pretations of those international laws and
the second reason is it puts us in an in-
creased position of credibility. . . we adhere
to the UNCLOS treaty in our operations, and
it would make our position much stronger if
we were signatories,”” on March 23, 2021, at
his nomination hearing before the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Indo-Pacific Command, retired Admi-
ral Philip S. Davidson, stated that ‘‘our ac-
cession to the UNCLOS would help our posi-
tion legally across the globe and would do
nothing to limit our military operations in
the manner in which we’re conducting them
now,” on April 17, 2018, before the Committee
on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, retired Admiral
Harry B. Harris, stated I believe that
UNCLOS gives Russia the potential to,
quote, unquote ‘own’ almost half of the Arc-
tic Circle, and we will not have that oppor-
tunity because of, we’re not a signatory to
UNCLOS”, on March 15, 2018, before the
Committee on Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commander of United
States Pacific Command, retired Admiral
Harry B. Harris, stated, “I think that by not
signing onto it that we lose the credibility
for the very same thing that we’re arguing
for,” and ‘“‘which is the following-accepting
rules and norms in the international arena.
The United States is a beacon-we’re a beacon
on a hill but I think that light is brighter if
we sign on to UNCLOS,” on February 23,
2016, at a hearing before the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate;

Whereas the past Chairman of the Joints
Chief of Staff, retired General Joseph F.
Dunford, stated that ‘‘by remaining outside
the Convention, the United States remains
in scarce company with Iran, Venezuela,
North Korea, and Syria’” and ‘‘by failing to
join the Convention, some countries may
come to doubt our commitment to act in ac-
cordance with international law,” on July 9,
2015, before the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate;

Whereas the past President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States Chamber
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of Commerce, Thomas J. Donahue, stated
that ‘“we support joining the Convention be-
cause it is in our national interest-both in
our national security and our economic in-
terests,” ‘‘becoming a party to the Treaty
benefits the U.S. economically by providing
American companies the legal certainty and
stability they need to hire and invest,” and
‘“‘companies will be hesitant to take on the
investment risk and cost to explore and de-
velop the resources of the sea-particularly on
the extended continental shelf (ECS)-with-
out the legal certainty and stability acces-
sion to LOS provides,”” on June 28, 2012, be-
fore the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

Whereas the past President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States Chamber
of Commerce, Mr. Thomas J. Donahue, fur-
ther stated that ‘‘the benefits of joining cut
across many important industries including
telecommunications, mining, shipping, and
oil and natural gas’, and ‘‘joining the Con-
vention will provide the U.S. a critical voice
on maritime issues-from mineral claims in
the Arctic to how International Seabed Au-
thority (ISA) funds are distributed,” on June
28, 2012, before the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate;

Whereas the past Commandant of the
United States Coast Guard, retired Admiral
Paul Zukunft, stated on February 12, 2016,
“With the receding of the icepack, the Arctic
Ocean has become the focus of international
interest.”, ‘“‘All Arctic states agree that the
Law of the Sea Convention is the governing
legal regime for the Arctic Ocean. . . yet, we
remain the only Arctic nation that has not
ratified the very instrument that provides
this accepted legal framework governing the
Arctic Ocean and its seabed.”, and ‘‘Ratifica-
tion of the Law of the Sea Convention sup-
ports our economic interests, environmental
protection, and safety of life at sea, espe-
cially in the Arctic Ocean.”’;

Whereas the past Chief of Naval Oper-
ations, retired Admiral Michael Gilday, stat-
ed that ‘“‘acceding to the Convention would
strengthen our strategic position on issues
pertaining to the [South China Sea and the
Arctic]. The United States would have in-
creased credibility when responding to exces-
sive maritime claims and militarization ef-
forts in the South China Sea. With respect to
the Arctic, becoming a party to the Conven-
tion would allow the U.S. to position itself
to safeguard access for the purposes of mari-
time traffic, resource exploitation, and other
human activities, while ensuring other
states comply with the law of the sea,’” in re-
sponse to advance policy questions on July
30, 2019, before the Committee on Armed
Services of the Senate; and

Whereas the past United States Special
Representative of State for the Arctic and
former Commandant of the Coast Guard, re-
tired Admiral Robert Papp, Jr., stated that
‘“‘as a non party to the Law of the Sea Con-
vention, the U.S. is at a significant disadvan-
tage relative to the other Arctic Ocean
coastal States,” ‘‘those States are parties to
the Convention, and are well along the path
to obtaining legal certainty and inter-
national recognition of their Arctic extended
continental shelf,” and ‘‘becoming a Party
to the Law of the Sea Convention would
allow the United States to fully secure its
rights to the continental shelf off the coast
of Alaska, which is likely to extend out to
more than 600 nautical miles,”” on December
10, 2014, before the Subcommittee on Europe,
Eurasia, and Emerging Threats of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) affirms that it is in the national inter-
est for the United States to become a formal
signatory of the United Nations Convention
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on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), done at
Montego Bay December 10, 1982;

(2) urges the United States Senate to give
its advice and consent to the ratification of
the UNCLOS; and

(3) recommends the ratification of the
UNCLOS remain a top priority for the Fed-
eral Government, the importance of which
was most recently underscored by the stra-
tegic challenges the United States faces in
the Indo-Pacific, the Arctic, and the Black
Sea regions.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 332—DESIG-
NATING JULY 26, 2025, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN
COWBOY™”’

Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. LuMMIS, Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. HOEVEN, and Mr. CRAPO) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 332

Whereas pioneering men and women, rec-
ognized as ‘‘cowboys’’, helped to establish
the American West;

Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, in-
tegrity, courage, compassion, respect, a
strong work ethic, and patriotism;

Whereas the cowboy spirit exemplifies
strength of character, sound family values,
and good common sense;

Whereas the cowboy archetype transcends
ethnicity, gender, geographic boundaries,
and political affiliations;

Whereas the cowboy, who lives off the land
and works to protect and enhance the envi-
ronment, is an excellent steward of the land
and its creatures;

Whereas cowboy traditions have been a
part of American culture for generations;

Whereas the cowboy continues to be an im-
portant part of the economy through the
work of many thousands of ranchers across
the United States who contribute to the eco-
nomic well-being of every State;

Whereas millions of fans watch profes-
sional and working ranch rodeo events annu-
ally, making rodeo one of the most-watched
sports in the United States;

Whereas membership and participation in
rodeo and other organizations that promote
and encompass the livelihood of cowboys
span every generation and transcend race
and gender;

Whereas the cowboy is a central figure in
literature, film, and music and occupies a
central place in the public imagination;

Whereas the cowboy is an American icon;
and

Whereas the ongoing contributions made
by cowboys and cowgirls to their commu-
nities should be recognized and encouraged:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates July 26, 2025, as ‘‘National
Day of the American Cowboy’’; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2963. Mrs. MOODY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2026 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
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personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2964. Ms. HIRONO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2296, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2965. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2966. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2967. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2968. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself,
Mr. CRAPO, Ms. WARREN, Ms. ALSOBROOKS,
Mr. KING, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MCCORMICK, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. HASSAN, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms.
ROSEN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. WARNOCK,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. BENNET, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. JUSTICE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. KELLY, Ms. CANT-
WELL, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2296, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2969. Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
TILLIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2296, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2970. Mr. LEE submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill
H.R. 3944, making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2971. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2296, to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2026 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2972. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, making appropriations
for military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2973. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2974. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2975. Ms. ROSEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.
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SA 2976. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill H.R. 3944, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2963. Mrs. MOODY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1067. TAKING OR TRANSMITTING VIDEO OF
DEFENSE INFORMATION PROHIB-
ITED.

Section 793 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘video,”’ after ‘‘pho-
tographic negative,” each place such term
appears.

SA 2964. Ms. HIRONO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. ___. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON REMOVAL OF
OIL FROM SUNKEN WORLD WAR II
VESSELS IN WATERS NEAR THE FED-
ERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
AND PALAU.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) there is a significant environmental
threat posed by World War II-era sunken
Japanese warships, including three oil tank-
ers, located in the waters near the Federated
States of Micronesia and Palau;

(2) such sunken vessels contain an esti-
mated 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 gallons of oil, or
approximately the equivalent of ¥ of the
Exxon Valdez oil tanker spill in 1989; and

(3) as such sunken vessels continue to dete-
riorate, small amounts of oil are already
leaking, threatening to cause an ecological
disaster that could negatively impact United
States military activities, the marine eco-
system, and surrounding communities.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense,
in coordination with the Commander of the
United States Indo-Pacific Command and the
head of any other relevant Federal depart-
ment or agency, as appropriate, shall con-
duct a comprehensive study on the feasi-
bility and advisability of removing oil from
the WWII-era sunken tankers, including an
analysis of the cost, logistical requirements,
environmental risks, and potential methods
for removing the oil from the tankers.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 1,
2026, the Secretary shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report on
the findings of the study conducted under
paragraph (1).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
subparagraph (A) shall include the following:

(i) An assessment of the operational and
environmental risks posed by the oil remain-
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ing in the sunken tankers and warships, in-
cluding current leakage and the potential
impacts of a major spill.

(ii) An evaluation of the cost, logistical
challenges, and technical approaches for
safely extracting or containing oil from the
shipwrecks.

(iii) A review of ongoing and planned ef-
forts by the United States and international
partners addressing such matter.

(iv) Recommendations on next steps, in-
cluding resource needs, interagency and
international cooperation, and timelines for
potential remediation efforts.

SA 2965. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

PREVENTING ELECTED LEADERS
FROM OWNING SECURITIES AND IN-
VESTMENTS (PELOSI) ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Preventing Elected Leaders
from Owning Securities and Investments
(PELOSI) Act”.

(b) BANNING INSIDER TRADING
GRESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 131 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“Subchapter IV—Banning Insider Trading in

Congress

“§13161. Definitions
“In this subchapter:

‘(1) COVERED FINANCIAL INSTRUMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘covered finan-
cial instrument’ means—

‘(1) any investment in—

‘“(I) a security (as defined in section 3(a) of
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C.
T8c(a)));

‘“(IT) a security future (as defined in that
section); or

‘“(IIT) a commodity (as defined in section
la of the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C.
la)); and

‘“(ii) any economic interest comparable to
an interest described in clause (i) that is ac-
quired through synthetic means, such as the
use of a derivative, including an option, a
warrant, or other similar means.

‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘covered fi-
nancial instrument’ does not include—

‘(i) a diversified mutual fund;

‘“(ii) a diversified exchange-traded fund;

“(iii) a United States Treasury bill, note,
or bond; or

‘‘(iv) compensation from the primary occu-
pation of a spouse or dependent child of a
Member of Congress.

‘(2) DEPENDENT CHILD; MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS.—The terms ‘dependent child’ and
‘Member of Congress’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 13101.

‘“(3) SUPERVISING ETHICS COMMITTEE.—The
term ‘supervising ethics committee’ means,
as applicable—

“(A) the Select Committee on Ethics of the
Senate; and

‘(B) the Committee on Ethics of the House
of Representatives.

“§13162. Prohibition on certain transactions
and holdings involving covered financial
instruments
‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in

subsection (b), a Member of Congress, or any

spouse of a Member of Congress, may not,
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during the term of service of the Member of
Congress, hold, purchase, or sell any covered
financial instrument.

‘“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibition under
subsection (a) shall not apply to a sale by a
Member of Congress, or a spouse of a Member
of Congress, that is completed by the date
that is—

‘(1) for a Member of Congress serving on
the date of enactment of the Preventing
Elected Leaders from Owning Securities and
Investments (PELOSI) Act, 180 days after
that date of enactment; and

‘(2) for any Member of Congress who com-
mences service as a Member of Congress
after the date of enactment of the Pre-
venting Elected Leaders from Owning Secu-
rities and Investments (PELOSI) Act, 180
days after the first date of the initial term of
service.

‘(c) PENALTIES.—

‘(1) DISGORGEMENT.—A Member of Con-
gress shall disgorge to the Treasury of the
United States any profit from a transaction
or holding involving a covered financial in-
strument that is conducted in violation of
this section.

‘“(2) FINES.—A Member of Congress who
holds or conducts a transaction involving, or
whose spouse holds or conducts a transaction
involving, a covered financial instrument in
violation of this section may be subject to a
civil fine assessed by the applicable super-
vising ethics committee under section 13164.

“§13163. Certification of compliance

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
annually, each Member of Congress shall
submit to the applicable supervising ethics
committee a written certification that the
Member of Congress has achieved compliance
with the requirements of this subchapter.

‘“(b) PUBLICATION.—The supervising ethics
committees shall publish each certification
submitted under subsection (a) on a publicly
available website.

“§13164. Authority of supervising ethics com-
mittees

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The supervising ethics
committees may implement and enforce the
requirements of this subchapter, including
by—

‘(1) issuing—

‘“(A) for Members of Congress—

‘(i) rules governing that implementation;
and

‘“(ii) 1 or more reasonable extensions to
achieve compliance with this subchapter, if
the applicable supervising ethics committee
determines that a Member of Congress is
making a good faith effort to divest any cov-
ered financial instruments; and

‘(B) guidance relating to covered financial
instruments;

‘(2) publishing on the internet certifi-
cations submitted by Members of Congress
under section 13163(a); and

““(3) assessing civil fines against any Mem-
ber of Congress who is in violation of this
subchapter, subject to subsection (b).

““(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR CIVIL FINES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Before imposing a fine
pursuant to this section, the applicable su-
pervising ethics committee shall provide to
the applicable Member of Congress—

““(A) a written notice describing each cov-
ered financial instrument transaction for
which a fine will be assessed; and

‘“(B) an opportunity, with respect to each
such covered financial instrument trans-
action—

‘(i) for a hearing; and

‘‘(ii) to achieve compliance with the re-
quirements of this subchapter.

*“(2) ENFORCEMENT.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In the event of con-
tinuing noncompliance after issuance of the
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notice described in paragraph (1), the appli-
cable supervising ethics committee shall im-
pose a civil penalty, in the amount described
in subparagraph (B), on the Member of Con-
gress to whom a notice was provided—

‘(i) on the date that is 30 days after the
date of provision of the notice; and

‘“(ii) during the period in which such non-
compliance continues, not less frequently
than once every 30 days thereafter.

‘“(B) AMOUNT.—The amount of each civil
penalty imposed on a Member of Congress
pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall be an
amount equal to 10 percent of the value of
each covered financial instrument that was
not divested in violation of this subchapter
during the period covered by the penalty.

‘‘(3) PUBLICATION.—Each supervising ethics
committee shall publish on a publicly avail-
able website a description of—

‘“(A) each fine assessed by the supervising
ethics committee pursuant to this section;

‘(B) the reasons why each such fine was as-
sessed; and

“(C) the result of each assessment, includ-
ing any hearing under paragraph (1)(B)(i) re-
lating to the assessment.

‘“(4) APPEAL.—A Member of Congress may
appeal the assessment of a fine under this
section to a vote on the floor of the Senate
or the House of Representatives, as applica-
ble, as a privileged motion.

“§13165. Audit by Government Accountability

Office

“Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the Preventing Elected Lead-
ers from Owning Securities and Investments
(PELOSI) Act, the Comptroller General of
the United States shall—

‘(1) conduct an audit of the compliance by
Members of Congress with the requirements
of this subchapter; and

‘(2) submit to the supervising ethics com-
mittees a report describing the results of the
audit conducted under paragraph (1).”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(A) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for chapter 131 of title 5, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER IV—BANNING INSIDER TRADING
IN CONGRESS

‘13161. Definitions.

‘13162. Prohibition on certain transactions
and holdings involving covered
financial instruments.

¢“13163. Certification of compliance.

¢“13164. Authority of supervising ethics com-
mittees.

¢13165. Audit by Government Accountability
Office.”.

(B) PERSONS REQUIRED TO FILE.—Section
13103(f) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended—

(i) in paragraph (9), by striking ‘‘as defined
in section 13101 of this title”’;

(ii) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title’’;

(iii) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title’’; and

(iv) in paragraph (12), by striking ‘‘as de-
fined in section 13101 of this title”.

(C) LOBBYING DISCLOSURE ACT OF 1995.—Sec-
tion 3(4)(D) of the Lobbying Disclosure Act
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1602(4)(D)) is amended by
striking ‘‘legislative branch employee serv-
ing in a position described under section
13101(13) of title 5, United States Code’ and
inserting ‘‘officer or employee of Congress
(as defined in section 13101 of title 5, United
States Code)”.

SA 2966. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
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the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

After title IV, insert the following:

TITLE V—STOP CSAM ACT OF 2025
SEC. 501. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Transparency and Obligations to Pro-
tect Children Suffering from Abuse and Mis-
treatment Act of 2025 or the ““‘STOP CSAM
Act of 2025,

SEC. 502. PROTECTING CHILD VICTIMS AND WIT-
NESSES IN FEDERAL COURT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3509 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘or ex-
ploitation’” and inserting ‘‘exploitation, or
kidnapping, including international parental
kidnapping’’;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘physical
or mental injury’” and inserting ‘‘physical
injury, psychological abuse’’;

(C) by striking paragraphs (5), (6), and (7)
and inserting the following:

‘“(b) the term ‘psychological abuse’
cludes—

‘“(A) a pattern of acts, threats of acts, or
coercive tactics intended to degrade, humili-
ate, intimidate, or terrorize a child; and

‘(B) the infliction of trauma on a child
through—

‘(i) isolation;

‘“(ii) the withholding of food or other ne-
cessities in order to control behavior;

‘‘(iii) physical restraint; or

‘“(iv) the confinement of the child without
the child’s consent and in degrading condi-
tions;

‘(6) the term ‘exploitation’ means—

‘“(A) child pornography;

‘“(B) child sex trafficking; or

‘“(C) an obscene visual depiction of a child;

“( the term ‘multidisciplinary child
abuse team’ means a professional unit of in-
dividuals working together to investigate
child abuse and provide assistance and sup-
port to a victim of child abuse, composed of
representatives from—

‘“(A) health, social service, and legal serv-
ice agencies that represent the child;

‘(B) law enforcement agencies and pros-
ecutorial offices; and

‘“(C) children’s advocacy centers;’’;

(D) in paragraph (9)(D)—

(i) by striking ‘‘genitals”
‘‘anus, genitals,”; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘or animal’’;

(E) in paragraph (11), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(F) in paragraph (12)—

(i) by striking ‘‘the term ‘child abuse’ does
not’ and inserting ‘‘the terms ‘physical in-
jury’ and ‘psychological abuse’ do not’’; and

(ii) by striking the period and inserting a
semicolon; and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘(13) the term ‘covered person’ means a
person of any age who—

‘“(A) is or is alleged to be—

‘(1) a victim of a crime of physical abuse,
sexual abuse, exploitation, or kidnapping, in-
cluding international parental Kkidnapping;
or

‘(i) a witness to a crime committed
against another person; and

‘“(B) was under the age of 18 when the
crime described in subparagraph (A) was
committed;

‘“(14) the term ‘protected information’,
with respect to a covered person, includes—

‘“(A) personally identifiable information of
the covered person, including—

‘(1) the name of the covered person;

in-

and inserting
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‘‘(ii) an address;

‘‘(iii) a phone number;

‘“(iv) a user name or identifying informa-
tion for an online, social media, or email ac-
count; and

‘“(v) any information that can be used to
distinguish or trace the identity of the cov-
ered person, either alone or when combined
with other information that is linked or
linkable to the covered person;

‘(B) medical, dental, behavioral, psy-
chiatric, or psychological information of the
covered person;

‘(C) educational or juvenile justice records
of the covered person; and

‘(D) any other information concerning the
covered person that is deemed ‘protected in-
formation’ by order of the court under sub-
section (d)(5);

‘(15) the term ‘child pornography’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2256(8);
and

‘(16) the term ‘obscene visual depiction of
a child’ means any visual depiction prohib-
ited by section 1466A involving an identifi-
able minor, as that term is defined in section
2256(9).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(C), by striking
“minor’’ and inserting ‘‘child’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

i) in the heading, by striking

“VIDEOTAPED’’ and inserting ‘‘RECORDED’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘that
the deposition be recorded and preserved on
videotape” and inserting ‘‘that a video re-
cording of the deposition be made and pre-
served’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘that the
child’s deposition be taken and preserved by
videotape’ and inserting ‘‘that a video re-
cording of the child’s deposition be made and
preserved’’;

(IT) in clause (iii)—

(aa) in the matter preceding subclause (I),
by striking ‘‘videotape’ and inserting ‘‘re-
corded’’; and

(bb) in subclause (IV), by striking ‘‘video-
tape’ and inserting ‘‘recording’’; and

(ITI) in clause (v)—

(aa) in the heading, by striking ‘VIDEO-
TAPE” and inserting ‘‘VIDEO RECORDING’’;

(bb) in the first sentence, by striking
“made and preserved on video tape’ and in-
serting ‘‘recorded and preserved’’; and

(cc) in the second sentence, by striking
‘“‘videotape’ and inserting ‘‘video recording’’;

(iv) in subparagraph (C), by striking
“‘child’s videotaped’ and inserting ‘‘video re-
cording of the child’s’’;

(v) in subparagraph (D)—

(I) by striking ‘‘videotaping’ and inserting
‘“‘deposition’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘videotaped’ and inserting
“‘recorded’’;

(vi) in subparagraph (E), by striking
“‘videotaped’ and inserting ‘‘recorded’’; and

(vii) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘vid-
eotape’ each place the term appears and in-
serting ‘‘video recording’’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘the name or
any other information concerning a child”
and inserting ‘‘a covered person’s protected
information’’; and

(ii) in clause (ii)—

(I) by striking ‘‘documents described in
clause (i) or the information in them that
concerns a child” and inserting ‘‘a covered
person’s protected information’; and

(IT) by striking ‘‘, have reason to know
such information” and inserting ‘‘(including
witnesses or potential witnesses), have rea-
son to know each item of protected informa-
tion to be disclosed’’;

(B) in paragraph (2)—
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(i) by striking ‘‘the name of or any other
information concerning a child” each place
the term appears and inserting ‘‘a covered
person’s protected information’’;

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively, and
adjusting the margins accordingly;

(iii) by striking ‘‘All papers’ and inserting
the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—AI1l papers’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS.—The
court may address a violation of subpara-
graph (A) in the same manner as disobe-
dience or resistance to a lawful court order
under section 401(3).”’;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(I) by striking ‘‘a child from public disclo-
sure of the name of or any other information
concerning the child” and inserting ‘‘a cov-
ered person’s protected information from
public disclosure’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘¢, if the court determines
that there is a significant possibility that
such disclosure would be detrimental to the
child”’;

(ii) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) in clause (i)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘a child witness, and the
testimony of any other witness’ and insert-
ing “‘any witness’’; and

(bb) by striking ‘‘the name of or any other
information concerning a child’’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘a covered person’s protected informa-
tion”’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘child” and
inserting ‘‘covered person’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

“(C)d) For purposes of this paragraph,
there shall be a presumption that public dis-
closure of a covered person’s protected infor-
mation would be detrimental to the covered
person.

‘“(ii) The court shall deny a motion for a
protective order under subparagraph (A) only
if the court finds that the party opposing the
motion has rebutted the presumption under
clause (i) of this subparagraph.’’;

(D) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by striking ‘‘This subsection’ and in-
serting the following:

““(A) DISCLOSURE TO CERTAIN PARTIES.—
This subsection’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), as so designated—

(I) by striking ‘‘the name of or other infor-
mation concerning a child” and inserting ‘‘a
covered person’s protected information’’; and

(IT) by striking ‘“‘or an adult attendant, or
to”’ and inserting ‘‘an adult attendant, a law
enforcement agency for any intelligence or
investigative purpose, or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) REQUEST FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—If
any party requests public disclosure of a cov-
ered person’s protected information to fur-
ther a public interest, the court shall deny
the request unless the court finds that—

‘‘(i) the party seeking disclosure has estab-
lished that there is a compelling public in-
terest in publicly disclosing the covered per-
son’s protected information;

‘‘(ii) there is a substantial probability that
the public interest would be harmed if the
covered person’s protected information is
not disclosed;

‘“(iii) the substantial probability of harm
to the public interest outweighs the harm to
the covered person from public disclosure of
the covered person’s protected information;
and

‘‘(iv) there is no alternative to public dis-
closure of the covered person’s protected in-
formation that would adequately protect the
public interest.”’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

() OTHER PROTECTED INFORMATION.—The
court may order that information shall be
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considered to be ‘protected information’ for
purposes of this subsection if the court finds
that the information is sufficiently personal,
sensitive, or identifying that it should be
subject to the protections and presumptions
under this subsection.’’;

(4) by striking subsection (f) and inserting
the following:

“(f) VieTIM IMPACT STATEMENT.—

‘(1) PROBATION OFFICER.—In preparing the
presentence report pursuant to rule 32(c) of
the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, the
probation officer shall request information
from the multidisciplinary child abuse team,
if applicable, or other appropriate sources to
determine the impact of the offense on a
child victim and any other children who may
have been affected by the offense.

‘“(2) GUARDIAN AD LITEM.—A guardian ad
litem appointed under subsection (h) shall—

‘“(A) make every effort to obtain and re-
port information that accurately expresses
the views of a child victim, and the views of
family members as appropriate, concerning
the impact of the offense; and

‘“(B) use forms that permit a child victim
to express the child’s views concerning the
personal consequences of the offense, at a
level and in a form of communication com-
mensurate with the child’s age and ability.”’;

(5) in subsection (h), by adding at the end
the following:

¢‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the United States courts
to carry out this subsection $25,000,000 for
each fiscal year.

‘‘(B) SUPERVISION OF PAYMENTS.—Payments
from appropriations authorized under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made under the super-
vision of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts.”’;

(6) in subsection (i)—

(A) by striking ‘A child testifying at or at-
tending a judicial proceeding’” and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A child testifying at a
judicial proceeding, including in a manner
described in subsection (b),”’;

(B) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(i) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘pro-
ceeding’ and inserting ‘‘testimony’’; and

(ii) by striking the fifth sentence; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) RECORDING.—If the adult attendant is
in close physical proximity to or in contact
with the child while the child testifies—

‘“(A) at a judicial proceeding, a video re-
cording of the adult attendant shall be made
and shall become part of the court record; or

‘(B) in a manner described in subsection
(b), the adult attendant shall be visible on
the closed-circuit television or in the re-
corded deposition.

‘“(3) COVERED PERSONS ATTENDING PRO-
CEEDING.—A covered person shall have the
right to be accompanied by an adult attend-
ant when attending any judicial pro-
ceeding.”’;

(7) in subsection (j)—

(A) by striking ‘‘child” each place the term
appears and inserting ‘‘covered person’’; and

(B) in the fourth sentence—

(i) by striking ‘‘and the potential”’ and in-
serting ‘‘, the potential”’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘child’s”
‘‘covered person’s’’; and

(iii) by inserting before the period at the
end the following: *‘, and the necessity of the
continuance to protect the defendant’s
rights’’;

(8) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘child”’
each place the term appears and inserting
‘‘covered person’’;

(9) in subsection (1), by striking ‘‘child”
each place the term appears and inserting
‘‘covered person’’; and

(10) in subsection (m)—

and inserting
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(A) by striking ‘‘(as defined by section 2256
of this title)”” each place it appears;

(B) by inserting ‘‘or an obscene visual de-
piction of a child”’ after ‘‘child pornography”’
each place it appears except the second in-
stance in paragraph (3);

(C) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘“‘and any
civil action brought under section 2255 or
2255A”° after ‘‘any criminal proceeding’’;

(D) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following:

“(C)(i) Notwithstanding rule 26 of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure, a court shall
deny, in any civil action brought under sec-
tion 22565 or 2255A, any request by any party
to copy, photograph, duplicate, or otherwise
reproduce any property or material that con-
stitutes child pornography or an obscene vis-
ual depiction of a child.

‘‘(ii) In a civil action brought under section
2255 or 2255A, for purposes of paragraph (1),
the court may—

‘() order the plaintiff or defendant to pro-
vide to the court or the Government, as ap-
plicable, any equipment necessary to main-
tain care, custody, and control of such prop-
erty or material; and

‘(II) take reasonable measures, and may
order the Government (if such property or
material is in the care, custody, and control
of the Government) to take reasonable meas-
ures, to provide each party to the action, the
attorney of each party, and any individual a
party may seek to qualify as an expert, with
ample opportunity to inspect, view, and ex-
amine such property or material at the court
or a Government facility, as applicable.”’;
and

(E) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by inserting ‘‘and during the l-year pe-
riod following the date on which the crimi-
nal proceeding becomes final or is termi-
nated’’ after ‘‘any criminal proceeding’’;

(ii) by striking ¢, as defined under section
2256(8),”; and

(iii) by inserting ‘‘or obscene visual depic-
tion of a child” after ‘‘such child pornog-
raphy’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to conduct
that occurs before, on, or after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 503. FACILITATING PAYMENT OF RESTITU-
TION; TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO
RESTITUTION STATUTES.

Title 18, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 1593(c)—

(A) by inserting ‘(1) after ““(c)”’;

(B) by striking ‘‘chapter, including,
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.

“(2) In”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘“‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section” after ‘‘suitable by
the court’’;

(2) in section 2248(c)—

(A) by striking ‘‘For purposes’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘chapter, including, in”’
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.

‘(2) ASSUMPTION OF CRIME VICTIM’S
RIGHTS.—In’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘“‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section’ after ‘‘suitable by
the court’’;

(3) in section 2259—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
3663 or 3663A, and in addition to any other
civil or criminal penalty authorized by law,
the court shall order restitution for any of-
fense under—

‘(1) section 1466A, to the extent the con-
duct involves a visual depiction of an identi-
fiable minor; or

in”
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‘(2) this chapter.”’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘DIREC-
TIONS.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the”’ and inserting ‘“‘RESTITUTION FOR CHILD
PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCTION.—If the defendant
was convicted of child pornography produc-
tion, the’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking
‘$3,000.”” and inserting the following: ‘‘—

(1) $3,000; or

“‘(ii) 10 percent of the full amount of the
victim’s losses, if the full amount of the vic-
tim’s losses is less than $3,000.”’; and

(C) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

(1) CHILD PORNOGRAPHY PRODUCTION.—For
purposes of this section and section 2259A,
the term ‘child pornography production’
means—

‘“(A) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) to
the extent the conduct involves production
of a visual depiction of an identifiable minor;

‘“(B) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) in-
volving possession with intent to distribute,
or section 1466A(b), to the extent the conduct
involves a visual depiction of an identifiable
minor—

‘(i) produced by the defendant; or

‘“(ii) that the defendant attempted or con-
spired to produce;

‘(C) a violation of subsection (a), (b), or (c)
of section 2251, or an attempt or conspiracy
to violate any of those subsections under
subsection (e) of that section;

(D) a violation of section 2251A;

‘“(B) a violation of section 2252(a)(4) or
2252A(a)(5), or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate either of those sections under section
2252(b)(2) or 2252A(b)(2), to the extent such
conduct involves child pornography—

‘(i) produced by the defendant; or

‘“(ii) that the defendant attempted or con-
spired to produce;

‘“(F') a violation of subsection (a)(7) of sec-
tion 2252A, or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate that subsection under subsection
(b)(3) of that section, to the extent the con-
duct involves production with intent to dis-
tribute;

‘“(G) a violation of section 2252A(g) if the
series of felony violations involves not fewer
than 1 violation—

‘(i) described in subparagraph (A), (B), (E),
or (F') of this paragraph;

‘“(ii) of section 1591; or

‘“(iii) of section 1201, chapter 109A, or chap-
ter 117, if the victim is a minor;

‘“(H) a violation of subsection (a) of section
2260, or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (c)(1) of
that section;

‘() a violation of section 2260B(a)(2) for
promoting or facilitating an offense—

‘(i) described in subparagraph (A), (B), (D),
or (E) of this paragraph; or

‘‘(ii) under section 2422(b); and

‘“(J) a violation of chapter 109A or chapter
117, if the offense involves the production or
attempted production of, or conspiracy to
produce, child pornography.’’;

(ii) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following:

¢“(3) TRAFFICKING IN CHILD PORNOGRAPHY.—
For purposes of this section and section
2259A, the term ‘trafficking in child pornog-
raphy’ means—

““(A) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) to
the extent the conduct involves distribution
or receipt of a visual depiction of an identifi-
able minor;

‘“(B) a violation of, attempted violation of,
or conspiracy to violate section 1466A(a) in-
volving possession with intent to distribute,
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or section 1466A(b), to the extent the conduct
involves a visual depiction of an identifiable
minor—

‘(i) not produced by the defendant; or

‘(ii) that the defendant did not attempt or
conspire to produce;

‘“(C) a violation of subsection (d) of section
2251 or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (e) of that
section;

‘(D) a violation of paragraph (1), (2), or (3)
of subsection (a) of section 2252, or an at-
tempt or conspiracy to violate any of those
paragraphs under subsection (b)(1) of that
section;

‘“‘(E) a violation of section 2252(a)(4) or
2252A(a)(b), or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate either of those sections under section
2252(b)(2) or 2252A(b)(2), to the extent such
conduct involves child pornography—

‘(1) not produced by the defendant; or

‘“(ii) that the defendant did not attempt or
conspire to produce;

‘“(F) a violation of paragraph (1), (2), (3),
(4), or (6) of subsection (a) of section 2252A,
or an attempt or conspiracy to violate any of
those paragraphs under subsection (b)(1) of
that section;

‘“(G) a violation of subsection (a)(7) of sec-
tion 2252A, or an attempt or conspiracy to
violate that subsection under subsection
(b)(3) of that section, to the extent the con-
duct involves distribution;

‘‘(H) a violation of section 2252A(g) if the
series of felony violations exclusively in-
volves violations described in this paragraph
(except subparagraphs (A) and (B));

‘“(I) a violation of subsection (b) of section
2260, or an attempt or conspiracy to violate
that subsection under subsection (c)(2) of
that section; and

‘“(J) a violation of subsection (a)(1) of sec-
tion 2260B, or a violation of subsection (a)(2)
of that section for promoting or facilitating
an offense described in this paragraph (ex-
cept subparagraphs (A) and (B)).””; and

(iii) in paragraph (4), in the first sentence,
by inserting ‘‘or an identifiable minor
harmed as a result of the commission of a
crime under section 1466A°° after ‘‘under this
chapter’’;

(4) in section 2259A(a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘under
section 2252(a)(4) or 2252A(a)(5)” and insert-
ing ‘‘described in subparagraph (B) or (E) of
section 2259(c)(3)’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘any other
offense for trafficking in child pornography’’
and inserting ‘‘any offense for trafficking in
child pornography other than an offense de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) or (E) of section

2259(c)(3)’;
(5) in section 2429—
(A) in subsection (b)(3), by striking

€2259(0)(3)”’ and inserting ‘2259(¢)(2)”’; and

(B) in subsection (d)—

(i) by inserting ‘(1) after ““(d)”’;

(i) by striking ‘‘chapter, including,
and inserting the following: ‘‘chapter.

‘“(2) In”’; and

(iii) in paragraph (2), as so designated, by
inserting ‘‘may assume the rights of the vic-
tim under this section” after ‘‘suitable by
the court’’; and

(6) in section 3664, by adding at the end the
following:

“(q) TRUSTEE OR OTHER FIDUCIARY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—

““(A) APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEE OR OTHER FI-
DUCIARY.—When the court issues an order of
restitution under section 1593, 2248, 2259, 2429,
or 3663, or subparagraphs (A)(i) and (B) of
section 3663A(c)(1), for a victim described in
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, the
court, at its own discretion or upon motion
by the Government, may appoint a trustee
or other fiduciary to hold any amount paid

in”
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for restitution in a trust or other official ac-
count for the benefit of the victim.

‘‘(B) COVERED VICTIMS.—A victim referred
to in subparagraph (A) is a victim who is—

‘(i) under the age of 18 at the time of the
proceeding;

‘“(ii) incompetent or incapacitated; or

‘“(iii) subject to paragraph (3), a foreign
citizen or stateless person residing outside
the United States.

‘“(2) ORDER.—When the court appoints a
trustee or other fiduciary under paragraph
(1), the court shall issue an order speci-
fying—

‘“(A) the duties of the trustee or other fidu-
ciary, which shall require—

‘(i) the administration of the trust or
maintaining an official account in the best
interests of the victim; and

‘“(ii) disbursing payments from the trust or
account—

‘“(I) to the victim; or

““(IT) to any individual or entity on behalf
of the victim;

‘(B) that the trustee or other fiduciary—

‘(i) shall avoid any conflict of interest;

‘(i) may not profit from the administra-
tion of the trust or maintaining an official
account for the benefit of the victim other
than as specified in the order; and

‘“(iii) may not delegate administration of
the trust or maintaining the official account
to any other person;

‘(C) if and when the trust or the duties of
the other fiduciary will expire; and

‘(D) the fees payable to the trustee or
other fiduciary to cover expenses of admin-
istering the trust or maintaining the official
account for the benefit of the victim, and the
schedule for payment of those fees.

*“(3) FACT-FINDING REGARDING FOREIGN CITI-
ZENS AND STATELESS PERSON.—In the case of
a victim who is a foreign citizen or stateless
person residing outside the United States
and is not under the age of 18 at the time of
the proceeding or incompetent or incapaci-
tated, the court may appoint a trustee or
other fiduciary under paragraph (1) only if
the court finds it necessary to—

‘“‘(A) protect the safety or security of the
victim; or

‘(B) provide a reliable means for the vic-
tim to access or benefit from the restitution
payments.

‘“(4) PAYMENT OF FEES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The court may, with re-
spect to the fees of the trustee or other fidu-
ciary—

‘(i) pay the fees in whole or in part; or

‘“(ii) order the defendant to pay the fees in
whole or in part.

‘(B) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.—
With respect to a court order under subpara-
graph (A)(ii) requiring a defendant to pay
fees—

‘(i) subsection (f)(3) shall apply to the
court order in the same manner as that sub-
section applies to a restitution order;

‘‘(ii) subchapter C of chapter 227 (other
than section 3571) shall apply to the court
order in the same manner as that subchapter
applies to a sentence of a fine; and

‘“(iii) subchapter B of chapter 229 shall
apply to the court order in the same manner
as that subchapter applies to the implemen-
tation of a sentence of a fine.

¢(C) EFFECT ON OTHER PENALTIES.—Imposi-
tion of payment under subparagraph (A)(ii)
shall not relieve a defendant of, or entitle a
defendant to a reduction in the amount of,
any special assessment, restitution, other
fines, penalties, or costs, or other payments
required under the defendant’s sentence.

(D) SCHEDULE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, if the court orders the
defendant to make any payment under sub-
paragraph (A)(ii), the court may provide a
payment schedule that is concurrent with
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the payment of any other financial obliga-
tion described in subparagraph (C).

‘() AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated to the United States courts
to carry out this subsection $15,000,000 for
each fiscal year.

*(B) SUPERVISION OF PAYMENTS.—Payments
from appropriations authorized under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be made under the super-
vision of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts.”.

SEC. 504. CYBERTIPLINE IMPROVEMENTS, AND
ACCOUNTABILITY AND  TRANS-
PARENCY BY THE TECH INDUSTRY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 110 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in section 2258A—

(A) by striking subsections (a), (b), and (c)
and inserting the following:

‘‘(a) DuTYy TO REPORT.—

‘(1) DurYy.—In order to reduce the pro-
liferation of online child sexual exploitation
and to prevent the online sexual exploitation
of children, as soon as reasonably possible
after obtaining actual knowledge of any
facts or circumstances described in para-
graph (2) or any apparent child pornography
on the provider’s service, and in any event
not later than 60 days after obtaining such
knowledge, a provider shall submit to the
CyberTipline of NCMEC, or any successor to
the CyberTipline operated by NCMEC, a re-
port that—

‘“(A) shall contain—

‘(i) the mailing address, telephone num-
ber, facsimile number, electronic mailing ad-
dress of, and individual point of contact for,
such provider; and

‘“(ii) information or material described in
subsection (b)(1)(A) concerning such facts or
circumstances or apparent child pornog-
raphy; and

‘(B) may contain information described in
subsection (b)(2), including any available in-
formation to identify or locate any involved
minor.

‘(2) FACTS OR CIRCUMSTANCES.—The facts
or circumstances described in this paragraph
are any facts or circumstances indicating an
apparent, planned, or imminent violation of
section 1591 (if the violation involves a
minor), 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A, 2252B, 2260, or
2422(b).

¢“(3) COMPLAINANT INFORMATION.—For a re-
port premised on a complaint or notification
submitted to a provider by a user of the pro-
vider’s product or service, or a parent, guard-
ian, or representative of such user, the pro-
vider shall take reasonable measures to de-
termine what information or material in the
user’s account shall be included in the report
as provided in subsection (b)(1)(A)(vi).

*“(b) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In an effort to prevent
the future sexual victimization of children,
and to the extent the information is within
the custody or control of a provider, each re-
port provided under subsection (a)(1)—

‘“(A) shall include, to the extent that it is
applicable and reasonably available—

‘(i) the name, address, electronic mail ad-
dress, user or account identification, Inter-
net Protocol address, port number, and uni-
form resource locator of any individual who
is a subject of the report;

‘(i) the terms of service in effect at the
time of—

‘“(I) the apparent violation; or

‘“(IT) the detection of apparent child por-
nography or a planned or imminent viola-
tion;

‘‘(iii) a copy of any apparent child pornog-
raphy that is the subject of the report, or all
accessible chats, messages, or text exchanges
that are related to the report, that were
identified in a publicly available location;
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‘“(iv) for each item of apparent child por-
nography included in the report under clause
(iii) or paragraph (2)(E), information indi-
cating whether—

‘(I) the apparent child pornography was
publicly available; or

‘“(II) the provider, in its sole discretion,
viewed the apparent child pornography, or
any copy thereof, at any point concurrent
with or prior to the submission of the report;

‘“(v) for each item of apparent child por-
nography that is the subject of the report, an
indication as to whether the apparent child
pornography—

‘“(I) is created in whole or in part through
the use of software, machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence, or any other computer-gen-
erated or technological means, including by
adapting, modifying, manipulating, or alter-
ing an authentic visual depiction;

‘“(IT) has previously been the subject of a
report under subsection (a)(1); or

“(IIT) is the subject of multiple contem-
poraneous reports due to rapid and wide-
spread distribution; and

‘“(vi) any and all information or material
(including apparent child pornography,
chats, messages, or text exchanges) relating
to the subject of the report in the account of
a user of the provider’s product or service, if
the user, or the parent, guardian, or rep-
resentative of such user—

‘“(I) provided the information or material
in a notification or complaint to the pro-
vider;

‘“(IT) indicates that such information or
material should be included in the report; or

‘“(III) consents to the inclusion of such in-
formation or material in the report; and

‘(B) may, at the sole discretion of the pro-
vider, include the information described in
paragraph (2) of this subsection.

‘“(2) OTHER INFORMATION.—The information
referred to in paragraph (1)(B) is the fol-
lowing:

““(A) INFORMATION ABOUT ANY INVOLVED IN-
DIVIDUAL.—Any information relating to the
identity or location of any individual who is
a subject of the report, including payment or
financial information (excluding personally
identifiable information) and self-reported
identifying or locating information.

“(B) INFORMATION ABOUT ANY INVOLVED
MINOR.—Information relating to the identity
or location of any involved minor, which
may include an address, electronic mail ad-
dress, Internet Protocol address, port num-
ber, uniform resource locator, payment or fi-
nancial information (excluding personally
identifiable information), or any other infor-
mation that may identify or locate any in-
volved minor, including self-reported identi-
fying or locating information.

“(C) HISTORICAL REFERENCE.—Information
relating to when and how a customer or sub-
scriber of a provider uploaded, transmitted,
or received content relating to the report or
when and how content relating to the report
was reported to, or discovered by the pro-
vider, including a date and time stamp and
time zone.

‘(D) GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION INFORMATION.—
Information relating to the geographic loca-
tion of the involved individual or website,
which may include the Internet Protocol ad-
dress, port number, or verified address, or, if
not reasonably available, at least one form
of geographic identifying information, in-
cluding area code or ZIP Code, provided by
the customer or subscriber, or stored or ob-
tained by the provider.

‘“(E) APPARENT CHILD PORNOGRAPHY.—ANy
apparent child pornography not described in
paragraph (1)(A)(iii), or other content re-
lated to the subject of the report.

“(F) COMPLETE COMMUNICATION.—The com-
plete communication containing any appar-
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ent child pornography or other content, in-
cluding—

‘(i) any data or information regarding the
transmission of the communication; and

‘(ii) any visual depictions, data, or other
digital files contained in, or attached to, the
communication.

‘(G) TECHNICAL IDENTIFIER.—An industry-
standard hash value or other similar indus-
try-standard technical identifier for any re-
ported visual depiction as it existed on the
provider’s service.

‘‘(H) DESCRIPTION.—For any item of appar-
ent child pornography that is the subject of
the report, an indication of whether—

‘(i) the depicted sexually explicit conduct
involves—

“(I) genital,
course;

“(IT) bestiality;

“(IIT) masturbation;

“(IV) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or

(V) lascivious exhibition of the anus,
genitals, or pubic area of any person; and

‘‘(ii) the depicted minor is—

‘(D an infant or toddler;

‘“(IT) prepubescent;

‘“(ITI) pubescent;

“(IV) post-pubescent; or

“(V) of an indeterminate age or develop-
mental stage.

“(I) CHATS, MESSAGES, OR TEXT EX-
CHANGES.—Chats, messages, or text ex-
changes that fully provide the context for
the report.

‘(3) FORMATTING OF REPORTS.—When a pro-
vider includes any information described in
paragraph (1) or, at its sole discretion, any
information described in paragraph (2) in a
report to the CyberTipline of NCMEC, or any
successor to the CyberTipline operated by
NCMEC, the provider shall use best efforts to
ensure that the report conforms with the
structure of the CyberTipline or the suc-
cessor, as applicable.

¢(c) FORWARDING OF REPORT AND OTHER IN-
FORMATION TO LAW ENFORCEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to its clearing-
house role as a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion, and at the conclusion of its review in
furtherance of its nonprofit mission, NCMEC
shall make available each report submitted
under subsection (a)(1) to one or more of the
following law enforcement agencies:

‘““(A) Any Federal law enforcement agency
that is involved in the investigation of child
sexual exploitation, kidnapping, or entice-
ment crimes.

‘“(B) Any State or local law enforcement
agency that is involved in the investigation
of child sexual exploitation.

“(C) A foreign law enforcement agency des-
ignated by the Attorney General under sub-
section (d)(3) or a foreign law enforcement
agency that has an established relationship
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or
INTERPOL, and is involved in the investiga-
tion of child sexual exploitation, kidnapping,
or enticement crimes.

‘“(2) TECHNICAL IDENTIFIERS.—If a report
submitted under subsection (a)(1) contains
an industry-standard hash value or other
similar industry-standard technical identi-
fier—

“(A) NCMEC may compare that hash value
or identifier with any database or repository
of visual depictions owned or operated by
NCMEC; and

‘(B) if the comparison under subparagraph
(A) results in a match, NCMEC may include
the matching visual depiction from its data-
base or repository when forwarding the re-
port to an agency described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) of paragraph (1).”;

(B) in subsection (d)—

oral, or anal sexual inter-
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(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (c)(1)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(©)(D)(A)”;

(ii) in paragraph (3)—

(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (c)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(e)(1)(C)’; and

(IT) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (¢)(3)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(e)(1)(C)’; and

(iii) in paragraph (5)(B)—

(I) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘forwarded’”
and inserting ‘‘made available’’; and

(IT) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘forwarded’’
and inserting ‘‘made available’’;

(C) by striking subsection (e) and inserting
the following:

‘“(e) FAILURE To COMPLY WITH REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—

““(A) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for a
provider to knowingly—

‘(i) fail to submit a report under sub-
section (a)(1) within the time period required
by that subsection; or

‘‘(ii) fail to preserve material as required
under subsection (h).

“(B) PENALTY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A provider that violates
subparagraph (A) shall be fined—

‘(I) in the case of an initial violation, not
more than—

‘“‘(aa) $850,000 if the provider has not fewer
than 100,000,000 monthly active users; or

‘‘(bb) $600,000 if the provider has fewer than
100,000,000 monthly active users; and

““(IT) in the case of any second or subse-
quent violation, not more than—

‘“‘(aa) $1,000,000 if the provider has not
fewer than 100,000,000 monthly active users;
or

“‘(bb) $850,000 if the provider has fewer than
100,000,000 monthly active users.

‘“(ii) HARM TO INDIVIDUALS.—The maximum
fine under clause (i) shall be doubled if an in-
dividual is harmed as a direct and proximate
result of the applicable violation.

¢(2) CIVIL PENALTY.—

““(A) VIOLATIONS RELATING TO CYBERTIPLINE
REPORTS AND MATERIAL PRESERVATION.—A
provider shall be liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty in an amount
of not less than $50,000 and not more than
$250,000 if the provider knowingly—

‘(i) fails to submit a report under sub-
section (a)(1) within the time period required
by that subsection;

‘“(ii) fails to preserve material as required
under subsection (h); or

‘“(iii) submits a report under subsection
(a)(1) that—

“(I) contains materially false or fraudulent
information; or

““(IT) omits information described in sub-
section (b)(1)(A) that is reasonably available.

‘(B) ANNUAL REPORT VIOLATIONS.—A Dpro-
vider shall be liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty in an amount
of not less than $100,000 and not more than
$1,000,000 if the provider knowingly—

‘(i) fails to submit an annual report as re-
quired under subsection (i); or

‘“(ii) submits an annual report under sub-
section (i) that—

“(I) contains a materially false, fraudu-
lent, or misleading statement; or

“(I1) omits information described in sub-
section (i)(1) that is reasonably available.

¢(C) HARM TO INDIVIDUALS.—The amount of
a civil penalty under subparagraph (A) or (B)
shall be tripled if an individual is harmed as
a direct and proximate result of the applica-
ble violation.

‘(D) COSTS OF CIVIL ACTIONS.—A provider
that commits a violation described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) shall be liable to the
United States Government for the costs of a
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civil action brought to recover a civil pen-
alty under that subparagraph.

‘“(E) ENFORCEMENT.—This paragraph shall
be enforced in accordance with sections 3731,
3732, and 3733 of title 31, except that a civil
action to recover a civil penalty under sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of this paragraph may
only be brought by the United States Gov-
ernment.

‘(3) DEPOSIT OF FINES AND PENALTIES.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
any criminal fine or civil penalty collected
under this subsection shall be deposited into
the Child Pornography Victims Reserve as
provided in section 2259B."’;

(D) in subsection (f), by striking paragraph
(3) and inserting the following:

‘“(3) affirmatively search, screen, or scan
for—

‘“(A) facts or circumstances described in
subsection (a)(2);

‘(B) information described in subsection
(0)(2); or

‘“(C) any apparent child pornography.’’;

(E) in subsection (g)—

(i) in paragraph (2)(A)—

(ID in clause (iii), by inserting ‘‘or per-
sonnel at a children’s advocacy center’’ after
‘““State)’’; and

(IT) in clause (iv), by striking ‘‘State or
subdivision of a State’ and inserting ‘‘State,
subdivision of a State, or children’s advocacy
center’’; and

(ii) in paragraph (3), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(@)

(F) in subsection (h), by striking paragraph
(5) and inserting the following:

“(5) RELATION TO REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENT.—Submission of a report as described
in subsection (a)(1) does not satisfy the obli-
gations under this subsection.’’; and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) ANNUAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31
of the second year beginning after the date
of enactment of the STOP CSAM Act of 2025,
and of each year thereafter, a provider that
had more than 1,000,000 unique monthly visi-
tors or users during each month of the pre-
ceding year and accrued revenue of more
than $50,000,000 during the preceding year
shall submit to the Attorney General and the
Chair of the Federal Trade Commission a re-
port, disaggregated by subsidiary, that pro-
vides the following information for the pre-
ceding year to the extent such information is
applicable and reasonably available:

““(A) CYBERTIPLINE DATA.—

‘(i) The total number of reports that the
provider submitted under subsection (a)(1).

‘“(ii) Which items of information described
in subsection (b)(2) are routinely included in
the reports submitted by the provider under
subsection (a)(1).

“(B) OTHER REPORTING TO THE PROVIDER.—

‘(i) The measures the provider has in place
to receive other reports concerning child
sexual exploitation and abuse using the pro-
vider’s product or on the provider’s service.

‘‘(i1) The average time for responding to re-
ports described in clause (i).

‘“(iii) The number of reports described in
clause (i) that the provider received.

‘“(iv) A summary description of the actions
taken upon receipt of the reports described
in clause (i).

¢(C) POLICIES.—

‘(i) A description of the policies of the pro-
vider with respect to the commission of child
sexual exploitation and abuse using the pro-
vider’s product or on the provider’s service,
including how child sexual exploitation and
abuse is defined.

‘“(ii) A description of possible user con-
sequences for violations of the policies de-
scribed in clause (i).
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‘(iii) The methods of informing users of
the policies described in clause (i).

‘‘(iv) The process for adjudicating poten-
tial violations of the policies described in
clause (i).

‘(D) CULTURE OF SAFETY.—

‘(i) The measures, tools, and technologies
that the provider deploys to—

““(I) protect children from sexual exploi-
tation and abuse using the provider’s prod-
uct or service;

“(IT) prevent or interdict activity by chil-
dren related to sexual exploitation and
abuse, including the posting or sharing of in-
timate visual depictions; and

“(IIT) accurately identify adult and minor
users.

‘“(ii) The measures, tools, and technologies
that the provider deploys to empower par-
ents and guardians to protect their children
from sexual exploitation and abuse using the
provider’s product or service.

‘(iii) The measures, tools, and tech-
nologies that the provider deploys to prevent
the use of the provider’s product or service
by individuals seeking to commit child sex-
ual exploitation and abuse.

“(iv) With respect to the measures, tools,
and technologies described in clauses (i), (ii),
and (iii)—

‘“(I) an assessment of their efficacy, includ-
ing any relevant quantitative information
indicating when and how often they are used;
and

“(IT) information on any factors that limit
their efficacy or create gaps in their protec-
tion and efforts by the provider to address
those loopholes or gaps.

“(v) A description of factors that interfere
with the provider’s ability to detect or
evaluate instances of child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse and an analysis of the im-
pact of those factors.

‘(vi) Information shared by the provider
with users about the risks to children on the
provider’s product or service concerning sex-
ual exploitation and abuse and an assess-
ment of the impact of the information on
users, including any relevant quantitative
information indicating how often the infor-
mation is reviewed.

“‘(vii) A description of efforts undertaken
by the provider, to the extent appropriate, to
allow for independent verification of the in-
formation provided pursuant to this subpara-
graph and of the efficacy of the measures,
tools, and technologies described in clauses
(i), (i), and (iii), including through the fa-
cilitation of independent research.

‘(E) SAFETY BY DESIGN.—The measures
that the provider takes before launching a
new product or service—

‘(i) to assess—

“(I) the safety risks for children with re-
spect to sexual exploitation and abuse; and

‘“(II) whether and how individuals could
use the new product or service to commit
child sexual exploitation and abuse; and

‘“(ii) to determine—

““(I) the appropriate age for users of the
new product or service; and

‘“(II) whether the new product or service
will be adopted to commit child sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse.

“(F) PREVALENCE, TRENDS, AND PATTERNS.—
Any information concerning—

‘(i) the prevalence of child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse on the provider’s product or
service, including the volume of child por-
nography that is available and that is being
accessed, distributed, or received; and

‘‘(ii) emerging trends, risks, and changing
patterns with respect to the commission of
online child sexual exploitation and abuse.

‘(G) OTHER INFORMATION.—Any other infor-
mation relevant to child sexual exploitation
and abuse on the provider’s product or serv-
ice.
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“4(2) AVOIDING DUPLICATION.—Notwith-
standing the requirement under the matter
preceding paragraph (1) that information be
submitted annually, in the case of any report
submitted under that paragraph after the
initial report, a provider shall submit infor-
mation described in subparagraphs (C)
through (F) of that paragraph not less fre-
quently than once every 3 years or when new
information is available, whichever is more
frequent.

‘(3) LIMITATION.—Nothing in paragraph (1)
shall require the disclosure of trade secrets
or other proprietary information.

*“(4) PUBLICATION.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Attorney General and the Chair of
the Federal Trade Commission shall publish
the reports received under this subsection.

‘(B) REDACTION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Whether or not such re-
daction is requested by the provider, the At-
torney General and Chair of the Federal
Trade Commission shall redact from a report
published under subparagraph (A) any infor-
mation as necessary to avoid—

“(I) undermining the efficacy of a safety
measure described in the report; or

“(II) revealing how a product or service of
a provider may be used to commit online
child sexual exploitation and abuse.

¢‘(ii) ADDITIONAL REDACTION.—

“(I) REQUEST.—In addition to information
redacted under clause (i), a provider may re-
quest the redaction, from a report published
under subparagraph (A), of any information
that is law enforcement sensitive or other-
wise not suitable for public distribution.

“(II) AGENCY DISCRETION.—The Attorney
General and Chair of the Federal Trade Com-
mission—

‘‘(aa) shall consider a request made under
subclause (I); and

‘“(bb) may, in their discretion, redact from
a report published under subparagraph (A)
any information pursuant to the request.”’;

(2) in section 2258B—

(A) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) LIMITED LIABILITY.—Except as pro-
vided in subsection (b), a civil claim or
criminal charge described in paragraph (2)
may not be brought in any Federal or State
court.

‘“(2) COVERED CLAIMS AND CHARGES.—A civil
claim or criminal charge referred to in para-
graph (1) is a civil claim or criminal charge
against a provider or domain name registrar,
including any director, officer, employee, or
agent of such provider or domain name reg-
istrar, that is directly attributable to—

‘“(A) the performance of the reporting or
preservation responsibilities of such provider
or domain name registrar under this section,
section 2258A, or section 2258C;

‘(B) transmitting, distributing, or mailing
child pornography to any Federal, State, or
local law enforcement agency, or giving such
agency access to child pornography, in re-
sponse to a search warrant, court order, or
other legal process issued or obtained by
such agency; or

‘(C) the use by the provider or domain
name registrar of any material being pre-
served under section 2258A(h) by such pro-
vider or registrar for research and the devel-
opment and training of tools, undertaken
voluntarily and in good faith for the sole and
exclusive purpose of—

‘(i) improving or facilitating reporting
under this section, section 2258A, or section
2258C; or

‘“(ii) stopping the online sexual exploi-
tation of children.”’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—
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(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘; or” and
inserting ‘‘or knowingly failed to comply
with a requirement under section 2258A;"’;

(ii) in paragraph (2)(C)—

(I) by striking ‘‘sections”
‘“‘this section or section’’; and

(IT) by striking the period and inserting ‘;
or’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) for purposes of subsection (a)(2)(C),
knowingly distributed or transmitted the
material, or made the material available, ex-
cept as required by law, to—

‘“(A) any other entity;

‘(B) any person not employed by the pro-
vider or domain name registrar; or

‘“(C) any person employed by the provider
or domain name registrar who is not con-
ducting any research described in that sub-
section.”’;

(3) in section 2258C—

(A) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘the
CyberTipline’’ and inserting “NCMEC’’;

(B) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ELEMENTS” and inserting ‘‘INFORMATION
SHARING WITH PROVIDERS AND ENTITIES FOR
THE PURPOSES OF PREVENTING AND CUR-
TAILING THE ONLINE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF
CHILDREN"’;

(ii) in paragraph (1)—

(I) by striking ‘“‘to a provider’” and insert-
ing the following: ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program to—

““(A) a provider’’;

(IT) in subparagraph (A), as so designated—

(aa) by inserting ‘‘use of the provider’s
products or services to commit’’ after ‘‘stop
the”’; and

(bb) by striking the period at the end and
inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(ITI) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) an entity for the sole and exclusive
purpose of preventing and curtailing the on-
line sexual exploitation of children.’’; and

(iii) in paragraph (2)—

(I) in the heading, by striking
SIONS” and inserting ‘‘ELEMENTS’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘unique identifiers’ and in-
serting ‘‘similar technical identifiers’’;

(IIT) by inserting ‘‘or content, elements, or
reported materials,” after ‘‘visual depic-
tion,”’;

(IV) by inserting a comma after
tion”’;

(V) by striking ‘“‘and any other elements’’;
and

(VI) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program’ after
‘‘CyberTipline report’’;

(C) in subsection (b)—

(i) in the heading, by inserting ‘‘OR ENTI-
TIES’ after ‘‘PROVIDERS’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘Any provider’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any provider or entity’’;

(iii) in paragraph (1), as so designated—

(I) by striking ‘‘receives’” and inserting
‘‘obtains’’; and

(IT) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program’ after
“‘CyberTipline report’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(2) LIMITATION ON SHARING WITH OTHER EN-
TITIES.—A provider or entity that obtains
elements under subsection (a)(1) may not
distribute those elements, or make those ele-
ments available, to any other entity, except
for the sole and exclusive purpose of cur-
tailing, preventing, or stopping the online
sexual exploitation of children.”’;

(D) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subsections’ and inserting
‘‘subsection’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘providers receiving”’ and
inserting ‘‘a provider or entity to obtain’’;

and inserting

“INCLU-

“loca-
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(iii) by inserting ‘‘or submission to the
Child Victim Identification Program’ after
“CyberTipline report’’; and

(iv) by striking ‘“‘to use the elements to
stop the online sexual exploitation of chil-
dren’’; and

(E) in subsection (d), by inserting ‘‘or to
the Child Victim Identification Program’
after ‘‘CyberTipline’’;

(4) in section 2258E—

(A) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘elec-
tronic communication service provider’ and
inserting ‘‘electronic communication serv-
ice”’;

(B) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(C) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(D) by adding at the end the following:

‘(9) the term ‘publicly available’, with re-
spect to a visual depiction on a provider’s
service, means the visual depiction can be
viewed by or is accessible to all users of the
service, regardless of the steps, if any, a user
must take to create an account or to gain
access to the service in order to access or
view the visual depiction; and

‘(10) the term ‘Child Victim Identification
Program’ means the program described in
section 404(b)(1)(K)(ii) of the Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (34
U.S.C. 11293(b)(1)(K)({i)).”’;

(5) in section 2259B(a), by inserting ¢, any
fine or penalty collected under section
2268A(e),” after ‘2259A°’; and

(6) by adding at the end the following:
“§2260B. Liability for certain child sexual ex-

ploitation offenses

‘‘(a) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for a
provider of an interactive computer service,
as that term is defined in section 230 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230),
that operates through the use of any facility
or means of interstate or foreign commerce
or in or affecting interstate or foreign com-
merce, through such service to—

‘(1) intentionally host or store child por-
nography or make child pornography avail-
able to any person; or

“(2) knowingly promote or facilitate a vio-
lation of section 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A, or
2422(b).

‘““(b) PENALTY.—A provider of an inter-
active computer service that violates sub-
section (a)—

‘(1) subject to paragraph (2), shall be fined
not more than $1,000,000; and

‘“(2) if the offense involves a conscious or
reckless risk of serious personal injury or an
individual is harmed as a direct and proxi-
mate result of the violation, shall be fined
not more than $5,000,000.

‘‘(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to apply to
any good faith action by a provider of an
interactive computer service that is nec-
essary to comply with a valid court order,
subpoena, search warrant, statutory obliga-
tion, or preservation request from law en-
forcement.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 110 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following:
¢‘2260B. Liability for certain child sexual ex-

ploitation offenses.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE FOR AMENDMENTS TO
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF PROVIDERS.—
The amendments made by subsection (a)(1)
of this section shall take effect on the date
that is 120 days after the date of enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 505. EXPANDING CIVIL REMEDIES FOR VIC-
TIMS OF ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL EX-
PLOITATION.

(a) STATEMENT OF INTENT.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to abrogate or
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narrow any case law concerning section 2255

of title 18, United States Code.

(b) CrviL. REMEDY FOR PERSONAL INJU-
RIES.—Section 2255(a) of title 18, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“IN GENERAL.—AnNy person
who, while a minor, was a victim of a viola-
tion of section 15689, 1590, 1591, 2241(c), 2242,
2243, 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A, 2260, 2421, 2422,
or 2423 of this title and who suffers personal
injury as a result of such violation, regard-
less of whether the injury occurred while
such person was a minor, may sue’’ and in-
serting the following: ‘‘PRIVATE RIGHT OF AC-
TION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—AnNy person described in
subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of paragraph (2)
who suffers personal injury as a result of a
violation described in that subparagraph, re-
gardless of whether the injury occurred
while such person was a minor, may bring a
civil action”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) ELIGIBLE PERSONS.—Paragraph (1)
shall apply to any person—

“(A) who, while a minor, was a victim of—

‘(i) a violation of section 1589, 1590, 1591,
2241, 2242, 2243, 2251, 2251A, 2260(a), 2421, 2422,
or 2423;

‘(ii) an attempt to violate section 1589,
1590, or 1591 under section 1594(a);

‘“(iii) a conspiracy to violate section 1589 or
1590 under section 15694(b); or

‘“(iv) a conspiracy to violate section 1591
under section 1594(c);

“(B) who—

(i) is depicted as a minor in child pornog-
raphy; and

‘(i) is a victim of a violation of 2252,
22562A, or 2260(b) (regardless of when the vio-
lation occurs); or

¢(C) who—

‘(i) is depicted as an identifiable minor in
a visual depiction described in section 1466A;
and

‘‘(ii) is a victim of a violation of that sec-
tion (regardless of when the violation oc-
curs).”.

(c) CIvIL REMEDY AGAINST ONLINE PLAT-
FORMS AND APP STORES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 110 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 2255 the following:

“§2255A. Additional remedy for certain vic-
tims of child pornography or child sexual
exploitation
‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) PROMOTION OR AIDING AND ABETTING OF
CERTAIN VIOLATIONS.—Any person who is a
victim of the intentional, knowing, or reck-
less promotion, or aiding and abetting, of a
violation of section 1591 or 1594(c) (involving
a minor), or section 2251, 2251A, 2252, 2252A,
or 2422(b), where such promotion, or aiding
and abetting, is by a provider of an inter-
active computer service or an app store, and
who suffers personal injury as a result of
such promotion or aiding and abetting, re-
gardless of when the injury occurred, may
bring a civil action in any appropriate
United States District Court for relief set
forth in subsection (b).

‘(2) ACTIVITIES INVOLVING CHILD PORNOG-
RAPHY.—Any person who is a victim of the
intentional, knowing, or reckless hosting or
storing of child pornography or making child
pornography available to any person by a
provider of an interactive computer service,
and who suffers personal injury as a result of
such hosting, storing, or making available,
regardless of when the injury occurred, may
bring a civil action in any appropriate
United States District Court for relief set
forth in subsection (b).

“(b) RELIEF.—In a civil action brought by a
person under subsection (a)—

‘(1) the person shall recover the actual
damages the person sustains or liquidated
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damages in the amount of $300,000, and the
cost of the action, including reasonable at-
torney fees and other litigation costs reason-
ably incurred; and

‘“(2) the court may, in addition to any
other relief available at law, award punitive
damages and such other preliminary and eq-
uitable relief as the court determines to be
appropriate, including a temporary restrain-
ing order, a preliminary injunction, or a per-
manent injunction ordering the defendant to
cease the offending conduct.

‘“(c) STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS.—There shall
be no time limit for the filing of a complaint
commencing an action under subsection (a).

‘‘(d) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—

‘(1) VENUE.—Any action brought under
subsection (a) may be brought in the district
court of the United States that meets appli-
cable requirements relating to venue under
section 1391 of title 28.

‘“(2) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action
brought under subsection (a), process may be
served in any district in which the defend-
ant—

‘“(A) is an inhabitant; or

‘(B) may be found.

““(e) RELATION TO SECTION 230 OF THE COM-
MUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934.—Nothing in sec-
tion 230 of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 U.S.C. 230) shall be construed to impair or
limit any claim brought under subsection
(a).

“(f) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

‘(1) APPLICABILITY TO LEGAL PROCESS OR
OBLIGATION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to apply to any good faith action
that is necessary to comply with a valid
court order, subpoena, search warrant, statu-
tory obligation, or preservation request from
law enforcement.

‘“(2) APPLICATION OF SECTION 2258B.—A civil
action brought under subsection (a) shall be
subject to section 2258B.

“‘(g) ENCRYPTION TECHNOLOGIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—None of the following ac-
tions or circumstances shall serve as an
independent basis for liability under sub-
section (a):

‘“(A) Utilizing full end-to-end encrypted
messaging services, device encryption, or
other encryption services.

‘(B) Not possessing the information nec-
essary to decrypt a communication.

‘“(C) Failing to take an action that would
otherwise undermine the ability to offer full
end-to-end encrypted messaging services, de-
vice encryption, or other encryption serv-
ices.

¢‘(2) CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE.—Evidence
of actions or circumstances described in
paragraph (1) shall be admissible in a civil
action brought under subsection (a) if—

‘“(A) the actions or circumstances are rel-
evant under rules 401 and 402 of the Federal
Rules of Evidence to—

‘(i) prove motive, intent, preparation,
plan, absence of mistake, or lack of accident;
or

‘“(i1) rebut any evidence or factual or legal
claim; and

‘“(B) the actions or circumstances—

‘“(i) are otherwise admissible under the
Federal Rules of Evidence; and

‘“(ii) are not subject to exclusion under
rule 403 or any other rule of the Federal
Rules of Evidence.

‘(3) NO EFFECT ON DISCOVERY.—Nothing in
paragraph (1) or (2) shall be construed to cre-
ate a defense to a discovery request or other-
wise limit or affect discovery in any civil ac-
tion brought under subsection (a).

‘‘(h) DEFENSE.—In a civil action under sub-
section (a)(2) involving knowing or reckless
conduct, it shall be a defense at trial, which
the provider of an interactive computer serv-
ice must establish by a preponderance of the
evidence as determined by the finder of fact,
that—
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‘(1) the provider disabled access to or re-
moved the child pornography within a rea-
sonable timeframe, and in any event not
later than 48 hours after obtaining knowl-
edge that the child pornography was being
hosted, stored, or made available by the pro-
vider (or, in the case of a provider that, for
the most recent calendar year, averaged
fewer than 10,000,000 active users on a month-
ly basis in the United States, within a rea-
sonable timeframe, and in any event not
later than 2 business days after obtaining
such knowledge);

‘(2) the provider exercised a reasonable,
good faith effort to disable access to or re-
move the child pornography but was unable
to do so for reasons outside the provider’s
control; or

¢“(3) it is technologically impossible for the
provider to disable access to or remove the
child pornography without compromising
encryption technologies.

‘(1) SANCTIONS FOR REPEATED BAD FAITH
CIVIL ACTIONS OR DEFENSES.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) BAD FAITH CIVIL ACTION.—The term
‘bad faith civil action’ means a civil action
brought under subsection (a) in bad faith
where the finder of fact determines that at
the time the civil action was filed, the party,
attorney, or law firm described in paragraph
(2) had actual knowledge that—

‘(i) the alleged conduct did not involve
any minor; or

‘“(ii) the alleged child pornography did not
depict—

‘() any minor; or

““(IT) sexually explicit conduct, sexual sug-
gestiveness, full or partial nudity, or implied
sexual activity.

‘‘(B) BAD FAITH DEFENSE.—The term ‘bad
faith defense’ means a defense in a civil ac-
tion brought under subsection (a) raised in
bad faith where the finder of fact determines
that at the time the defense was raised, the
party, attorney, or law firm described in
paragraph (3) had actual knowledge that the
defense—

‘(i) was made solely for the purpose of de-
laying the civil action or increasing the
costs of the civil action; or

‘(ii) was objectively baseless in light of
the applicable law or facts at issue.

¢“(2) BAD FAITH CIVIL ACTION.—In the case of
a civil action brought under subsection (a),
the court may impose sanctions on—

‘“(A) the party bringing the civil action if
the court finds that the party has brought 2
or more bad faith civil actions (which may
include the instant civil action); or

“(B) an attorney or law firm representing
the party bringing the civil action if the
court finds that the attorney or law firm has
represented—

‘(i) a party who has brought 2 or more bad
faith civil actions (which may include the in-
stant civil action); or

‘(i) 2 or more parties who have each
brought a bad faith civil action (which may
include the instant civil action).

‘“(3) BAD FAITH DEFENSE.—In the case of a
civil action brought under subsection (a), the
court may impose sanctions on—

““(A) the party defending the civil action if
the court finds that the party has raised 2 or
more bad faith defenses (which may include
1 or more defenses raised in the instant civil
action); or

‘“(B) an attorney or law firm representing
the party defending the civil action if the
court finds that the attorney or law firm has
represented—

‘(i) a party who has raised 2 or more bad
faith defenses (which may include 1 or more
defenses raised in the instant civil action);
or



S4542

‘(i) 2 or more parties who have each
raised a bad faith defense (which may in-
clude a defense raised in the instant civil ac-
tion).

‘(4) IMPLEMENTATION.—Rule 11(c) of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure shall apply
to sanctions imposed under this subsection
in the same manner as that rule applies to
sanctions imposed for a violation of rule
11(b) of those Rules.

*“(6) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—

‘“(A) RULE 11.—This subsection shall not be
construed to limit or expand the application
of rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure.

“(B) DEFINITION CHANGE.—Paragraph
(1)(A)(ii) shall not be construed to apply to a
civil action affected by a contemporaneous
change in the law with respect to the defini-
tion of ‘child pornography’.

‘“(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) ApP.—The term ‘app’ means a software
application or electronic service that may be
run or directed by a user on a computer, a
mobile device, or any other general purpose
computing device.

‘“(2) APP STORE.—The term ‘app store’
means a publicly available website, software
application, or other electronic service
that—

“(A) distributes apps from third-party de-
velopers to users of a computer, a mobile de-
vice, or any other general purpose computing
device; and

‘(B) operates—

‘(i) through the use of any means or facil-
ity of interstate or foreign commerce; or

‘(i) in or affecting interstate or foreign
commerce.

‘“(3) INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The
term ‘interactive computer service’ means
an interactive computer service, as defined
in section 230(f) of the Communications Act
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 230(f)), that operates—

‘“(A) through the use of any means or facil-
ity of interstate or foreign commerce; or

‘“(B) in or affecting interstate or foreign
commerce.

‘‘(k) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion, including the defenses under this sec-
tion, shall be construed to apply to any civil
action brought under any other Federal law,
rule, or regulation, including any civil ac-
tion brought against a provider of an inter-
active computer service or an app store
under section 1595 or 2255.”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for chapter 110 of title 18, United
States Code, is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 2255 the fol-
lowing:
¢‘2265A. Additional remedy for certain vic-

tims of child pornography or
child sexual exploitation.”.
SEC. 506. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this title, an amend-
ment made by this title, or the application
of such provision or amendment to any per-
son or circumstance is held to be unconstitu-
tional, the remainder of this title and the
amendments made by this title, and the ap-
plication of the provision or amendment to
any other person or circumstance, shall not
be affected.

SEC. 507. CONTINUED APPLICABILITY OF FED-
ERAL, STATE, AND TRIBAL LAW.

(a) FEDERAL LAW.—Nothing in this title or
the amendments made by this title, nor any
rule or regulation issued pursuant to this
title or the amendments made by this title,
shall affect or diminish any right or remedy
for a victim of child pornography or child
sexual exploitation under any other Federal
law, rule, or regulation, including any claim
under section 2255 of title 18, United States
Code, with respect to any individual or enti-
ty.
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(b) STATE OR TRIBAL LAW.—Nothing in this
title or the amendments made by this title,
nor any rule or regulation issued pursuant to
this title or the amendments made by this
title, shall—

(1) preempt, diminish, or supplant any
right or remedy for a victim of child pornog-
raphy or child sexual exploitation under any
State or Tribal common or statutory law; or

(2) prohibit the enforcement of a law gov-
erning child pornography or child sexual ex-
ploitation that is at least as protective of
the rights of a victim as this title and the
amendments made by this title.

SA 2967. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

On page 102, strike lines 21 and 22 and in-
sert the following ‘$328,558,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That $100,000,000 is used for a Military Hous-
ing Privatization Initiative equity invest-
ment to replace aging family housing of the
Army at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.”.

SA 2968. Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for
himself, Mr. CRAPO, Ms. WARREN, Ms.
ALSOBROOKS, Mr. KING, Mr. LLUJAN, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. McCORMICK, Ms. HIRONO,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. ROSEN,
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. BENNET, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. JUSTICE, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
KELLY, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VI, add the
following:

SEC. 6 . ELIGIBILITY OF DISABILITY RETIREES
WITH COMBAT-RELATED DISABIL-
ITIES FOR CONCURRENT RECEIPT

OF VETERANS’ DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND RETIRED PAY.

(a) CONCURRENT RECEIPT IN CONNECTION
WIiTH CRSC.—Section 1413a(b) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by striking
paragraph (3).

(b) CONCURRENT RECEIPT GENERALLY.—Sec-
tion 1414(b) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking paragraph (2) and in-
serting the following new paragraphs:

¢“(2) COMBAT-RELATED RETIREES.—An eligi-
ble combat-related disabled uniformed serv-
ices retiree (as defined in section 1413a(c) of
this title) who is retired under chapter 61 of
this title, is entitled to retired pay under
chapter 61 of this title for any month, and is
also entitled for that month to veterans’ dis-
ability compensation under title 38, is enti-
tled to be paid both such retired pay and
such veterans’ disability compensation for
that month without regard to sections 5304
and 5305 of title 38.

“(3) EXCLUSION OF OTHER RETIREES.—Sub-
section (a) does not apply to a member re-
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tired under chapter 61 of this title if the
member is not covered by paragraph (1) or
(2).”.

(c) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) AMENDMENTS REFLECTING END OF CON-
CURRENT RECEIPT PHASE-IN PERIOD.—Section
1414 of title 10, United States Code, is further
amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)—

(i) by striking the second sentence; and

(ii) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B);

(B) by striking subsection (c) and redesig-
nating subsections (d) and (e) as subsections
(c) and (d), respectively; and

(C) in subsection (d), as redesignated, by
striking paragraphs (3) and (4).

(2) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of such
section 1414 is amended to read as follows:

“§1414. Members eligible for retired pay who
are also eligible for veterans’ disability
compensation: concurrent receipt”.

(3) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 71 of such
title is amended by striking the item relat-
ing to section 1414 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:
¢“1414. Members eligible for retired pay who

are also eligible for veterans’
disability compensation: con-
current receipt.”.

4) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1413a(f) of such title is amended by striking
“Subsection (d)”’ and inserting ‘‘Subsection
©).

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
first day of the first month beginning after
the date of the enactment of this Act and
shall apply to payments for months begin-
ning on or after that date.

SA 2969. Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
TILLIS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2296, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2026 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 313 and insert the following:
SEC. 313. USE OF SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SYS-

TEMS BY DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) EXPEDITIONARY SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL
SYSTEMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
may use expeditionary solid waste disposal
systems for the destruction of illicit contra-
band, including seized counterfeit materials,
unauthorized military gear, and classified
materials.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF SYSTEMS.—The expedi-
tionary solid waste disposal systems units
deployed under subsection (a) shall be—

(A) equipped to support operations related
to border security and the elimination of
contraband; and

(B) made available to military installa-
tions, forward operating bases, and partner
security forces as needed to assist in coun-
tering infiltration and unauthorized use of
military assets of the United States.

(b) PROHIBITION ON USE OF OPEN-AIR BURN
PITS TO DISPOSE OF CERTAIN MATERIAL.—The
Secretary of Defense may not use open-air
burn pits for the disposal of illicit contra-
band, classified military equipment, or haz-
ardous waste materials.

(c) FUNDING.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount authorized to
be appropriated by section 101 for Other Pro-
curement, Army, for Modification of In-Svc
Equipment, as specified in the funding table
in section 4101, is hereby increased by
$8,950,000, with the amount of the increase to
be available for solid waste disposal systems,
including expeditionary solid waste disposal
systems capable of destroying not only tradi-
tional waste but also seized contraband, in-
cluding illicit drugs, counterfeit United
States currency and documents, unauthor-
ized military equipment, and classified ma-
terials that pose a security threat.

(2) OFFSET.—The amount authorized to be
appropriated by section 301 for Operations
and Maintenance, Army, for Additional Ac-
tivities, as specified in the funding table in
section 4301, is hereby reduced by $8,950,000,
with the amount of the reduction to be de-
rived from amounts for the use of open-air
burn pits in contingency operations.

SA 2970. Mr. LEE submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II, insert
the following:

SEC. . (a) None of the funds made
available in this title may be used to imple-
ment, administer, or otherwise carry out the
Department of Veterans Affairs interim final
rule published on September 9, 2022, or any
successor to such rule, or to propose, pro-
mulgate, or implement any substantially
similar rule or policy.

(b) None of the funds appropriated in this
title shall be expended for any abortion, in-
cluding through a medical benefits package
or health benefits program that includes cov-
erage of abortion.

(¢) The limitations established in sub-
section (b) shall not apply to an abortion—

(1) if the pregnancy is the result of an act
of rape or incest; or

(2) in the case where a woman suffers from
a physical disorder, physical injury, or phys-
ical illness, including a life-endangering
physical condition caused by or arising from
the pregnancy itself, that would, as certified
by a physician, place the woman in danger of
death unless an abortion is performed.

SA 2971. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself
and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2296, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2026 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1038. CONTINUED IMPLEMENTATION OF
ANTL-TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS FOR
CHILDREN.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Preventing Child Trafficking
Act of 2025,

(b) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘anti-trafficking recommendations’
means the recommendations set forth in the
report of the Government Accountability Of-
fice entitled ‘‘Child Trafficking: Addressing
Challenges to Public Awareness and Survivor
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Support”’,
11, 2023.

(c) IN GENERAL.—The Office for Victims of
Crime of the Department of Justice, in co-
ordination with the Office on Trafficking in
Persons of the Administration for Children
and Families, shall continue implementing
the anti-trafficking recommendations by—

(1) working together, in accordance with
the leading collaboration practices ref-
erenced in GA0-24-106038, to develop and im-
plement strategies to prevent child traf-
ficking and support child trafficking sur-
vivors; and

(2) establishing achievable performance
goals and targets for anti-trafficking pro-
grams for children that reflect leading prac-
tices, such as being objective, measurable,
and quantifiable, using baseline data from
program grantees.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Office for Victims of Crime
shall submit a report to the Committee on
the Judiciary of the Senate and Committee
on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives that explicitly describes the steps
taken pursuant to subsection (c).

SA 2972. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

In section 412, before the period at the end,
insert the following: ‘‘Provided, That, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall publish
quarterly on a publicly available website of
the Department of Veterans Affairs a report
on the number of veterans who should have
been reported to the national instant crimi-
nal background check system established
under section 103 of the Brady Handgun Vio-
lence Prevention Act (34 U.S.C. 40901) if such
reporting by the Secretary was permitted,
and of those veterans, the number of suicides
by firearm that occurred in the previous
quarter’.

which was published on December

SA 2973. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . INCREASE IN TRANSFER AND MANU-

FACTURING TAXES FOR FIREARMS

REGULATED UNDER THE NATIONAL

FIREARMS ACT.

(a) TRANSFER TAX.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 5811 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as amended by section 70436(a) of Public
Law 119-21, is amended to read as follows:

‘“(a) RATE.—There shall be levied, col-
lected, and paid on firearms transferred a tax
at the rate of $4,709 for each firearm trans-
ferred.”.

(b) MAKING TAX.—Section 5821(a) of the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by
section 70436(b) of Public Law 119-21, is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “‘$200”’ and
inserting ‘‘$4,709”’, and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “$0” and
inserting ‘‘$55°.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
4182(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
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as amended by section 70436(c) of Public Law
119-21, is amended by striking the second
sentence.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to calendar
quarters beginning more than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of Public Law 119-
21.

SA 2974. Mr. MURPHY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 3944, making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2026, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 412.

SA 2975. Ms. ROSEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, making appro-
priations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title II of divi-
sion A, insert the following:

SEC. . (a) Amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs in any
prior fiscal year for construction at the med-
ical center of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Reno, Nevada, may be used only
for a project at such medical center.

(b) Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall provide to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Appropriations and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a briefing on the current
status, path forward, and timeline to con-
struct a new medical center of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Reno, Nevada.

SA 2976. Ms. COLLINS submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill H.R. 3944, making appro-
priations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2026, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, Agri-
culture, and Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 2026”°.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO ACT.

Except as expressly provided otherwise,
any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any
division of this Act shall be treated as refer-
ring only to the provisions of that division.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES TO REPORT.

(a) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’” contained in division A
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-43. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division A and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision A.

(b) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act” contained in division B
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-37. The effect of such Report shall be



S4544

limited to division B and shall apply for pur-

poses of determining the allocation of funds

provided by, and the implementation of, di-

vision B.

(c) Any reference to a ‘‘report accom-
panying this Act’” contained in division C
shall be treated as a reference to Senate Re-
port 119-38. The effect of such Report shall be
limited to division C and shall apply for pur-
poses of determining the allocation of funds
provided by, and the implementation of, di-
vision C.

DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026
The following sums are appropriated, out

of any money in the Treasury not otherwise

appropriated, for military construction, the

Department of Veterans Affairs, and related

agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-

tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
namely:
TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Army as cur-
rently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Army Corps of Engineers and
other personal services necessary for the
purposes of this appropriation, and for con-
struction and operation of facilities in sup-
port of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $2,447,609,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $446,388,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, archi-
tect and engineer services, and host nation
support, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Army determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount made avail-
able under this heading, $268,650,000 shall be
for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army’’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, naval installations, facilities,
and real property for the Navy and Marine
Corps as currently authorized by law, includ-
ing personnel in the Naval Facilities Engi-
neering Command and other personal serv-
ices necessary for the purposes of this appro-
priation, $5,906,524,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2030: Provided, That, of
this amount, not to exceed $613,213,000 shall
be available for study, planning, design, and
architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $144,390,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’ in
the report accompanying this Act, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available for such
purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,

and equipment of temporary or permanent
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public works, military installations, facili-
ties, and real property for the Air Force as
currently authorized by law, including per-
sonnel in the Department of the Air Force
when designated by the Secretary of Defense
to direct and supervise Military Construc-
tion projects in accordance with section 2851
of title 10, United States Code, and other per-
sonal services necessary for the purposes of
this appropriation, $4,090,673,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That, of this amount, not to exceed
$718,973,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Air Force determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $359,200,000
shall be for the projects and activities, and
in the amounts, specified in the table under
the heading ‘‘Military Construction, Air
Force’ in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent
public works, installations, facilities, and
real property for activities and agencies of
the Department of Defense (other than the
military departments), as currently author-
ized by law, $3,724,301,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2030: Provided, That
such amounts of this appropriation as may
be determined by the Secretary of Defense
may be transferred to such appropriations of
the Department of Defense available for
military construction or family housing as
the Secretary may designate, to be merged
with and to be available for the same pur-
poses, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That, of the amount, not to
exceed $211,001,000 shall be available for
study, planning, design, and architect and
engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$32,000,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Defense-Wide’’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army National Guard, and contributions
therefor, as authorized by chapter 1803 of
title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts,
$271,230,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $78,380,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional ob-
ligations are necessary for such purposes and
notifies the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of the determina-
tion and the reasons therefor: Provided fur-
ther, That of the amount made available
under this heading, $112,050,000 shall be for
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the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Na-
tional Guard” in the report accompanying
this Act, in addition to amounts otherwise
available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL

GUARD

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air National Guard, and contributions there-
for, as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construc-
tion Authorization Acts, $292,546,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$73,646,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the Di-
rector of the Air National Guard determines
that additional obligations are necessary for
such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress of the determination and the reasons
therefor: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$95,900,000 shall be for the projects and ac-
tivities, and in the amounts, specified in the
table under the heading ‘‘Military Construc-
tion, Air National Guard’” in the report ac-
companying this Act, in addition to amounts
otherwise available for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Army Reserve as authorized by chapter 1803
of title 10, United States Code, and Military
Construction Authorization Acts, $46,239,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$6,013,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Chief of the Army Reserve determines that
additional obligations are necessary for such
purposes and notifies the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor:
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, $4,000,000 shall
be for the projects and activities, and in the
amounts, specified in the table under the
heading ‘‘Military Construction, Army Re-
serve’ in the report accompanying this Act,
in addition to amounts otherwise available
for such purposes.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the re-
serve components of the Navy and Marine
Corps as authorized by chapter 1803 of title
10, United States Code, and Military Con-
struction Authorization Acts, $2,255,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That, of the amount, not to exceed
$2,255,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer
services, as authorized by law, unless the
Secretary of the Navy determines that addi-
tional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress of the
determination and the reasons therefor.
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion,
rehabilitation, and conversion of facilities
for the training and administration of the
Air Force Reserve as authorized by chapter
1803 of title 10, United States Code, and Mili-
tary Construction Authorization Acts,
$116,268,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030: Provided, That, of the
amount, not to exceed $6,970,000 shall be
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available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized
by law, unless the Chief of the Air Force Re-
serve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and
the reasons therefor: Provided further, That
of the amount made available under this
heading, $55,810,000 shall be for the projects
and activities, and in the amounts, specified
in the table under the heading ‘‘Military
Construction, Air Force Reserve’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act, in addition to
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses.
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM
For the United States share of the cost of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Se-
curity Investment Program for the acquisi-
tion and construction of military facilities
and installations (including international
military headquarters) and for related ex-
penses for the collective defense of the North
Atlantic Treaty Area as authorized by sec-
tion 2806 of title 10, United States Code, and
Military Construction Authorization Acts,
$481,832,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT
For deposit into the Department of De-
fense Base Closure Account, established by
section 2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure
and Realignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687
note), $410,161,000, to remain available until
expended.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY
For expenses of family housing for the
Army for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $228,558,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, ARMY
For expenses of family housing for the
Army for operation and maintenance, includ-
ing debt payment, leasing, minor construc-
tion, principal and interest charges, and in-
surance premiums, as authorized by law,
$388,418,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS
For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for construction, in-
cluding acquisition, replacement, addition,
expansion, extension, and alteration, as au-
thorized by law, $177,697,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2030.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
For expenses of family housing for the
Navy and Marine Corps for operation and
maintenance, including debt payment, leas-
ing, minor construction, principal and inter-
est charges, and insurance premiums, as au-
thorized by law, $384,108,000.
FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisi-
tion, replacement, addition, expansion, ex-
tension, and alteration, as authorized by
law, $274,230,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030.
FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, AIR FORCE
For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, in-
cluding debt payment, leasing, minor con-
struction, principal and interest charges, and
insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$369,765,000.
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FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE, DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the ac-
tivities and agencies of the Department of
Defense (other than the military depart-
ments) for operation and maintenance, leas-
ing, and minor construction, as authorized
by law, $563,374,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
FAMILY HOUSING IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family
Housing Improvement Fund, $8,315,000, to re-
main available until expended, for family
housing initiatives undertaken pursuant to
section 2883 of title 10, United States Code,
providing alternative means of acquiring and
improving military family housing and sup-
porting facilities.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

MILITARY UNACCOMPANIED HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund,
$497,000, to remain available until expended,
for unaccompanied housing initiatives un-
dertaken pursuant to section 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, providing alternative
means of acquiring and improving military
unaccompanied housing and supporting fa-
cilities.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be expended for payments
under a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contract for
construction, where cost estimates exceed
$25,000, to be performed within the United
States, except Alaska, without the specific
approval in writing of the Secretary of De-
fense setting forth the reasons therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title
for construction shall be available for hire of
passenger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title
for construction may be used for advances to
the Federal Highway Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, for the con-
struction of access roads as authorized by
section 210 of title 23, United States Code,
when projects authorized therein are cer-
tified as important to the national defense
by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to begin construc-
tion of new bases in the United States for
which specific appropriations have not been
made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used for purchase of
land or land easements in excess of 100 per-
cent of the value as determined by the Army
Corps of Engineers or the Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, except: (1) where
there is a determination of value by a Fed-
eral court; (2) purchases negotiated by the
Attorney General or the designee of the At-
torney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise
determined by the Secretary of Defense to be
in the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available
in this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land;
(2) provide for site preparation; or (3) install
utilities for any family housing, except hous-
ing for which funds have been made available
in annual Acts making appropriations for
military construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available
in this title for minor construction may be
used to transfer or relocate any activity
from one base or installation to another,
without prior notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used for the procurement
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of steel for any construction project or activ-
ity for which American steel producers, fab-
ricators, and manufacturers have been de-
nied the opportunity to compete for such
steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military con-
struction or family housing during the cur-
rent fiscal year may be used to pay real
property taxes in any foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available
in this title may be used to initiate a new in-
stallation overseas without prior notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated for architect
and engineer contracts estimated by the
Government to exceed $500,000 for projects to
be accomplished in Japan, in any North At-
lantic Treaty Organization member country,
or in countries bordering the Arabian Gulf,
unless such contracts are awarded to United
States firms or United States firms in joint
venture with host nation firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available
in this title for military construction in the
United States territories and possessions in
the Pacific and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in
countries bordering the Arabian Gulf, may
be used to award any contract estimated by
the Government to exceed $1,000,000 to a for-
eign contractor: Provided, That this section
shall not be applicable to contract awards
for which the lowest responsive and respon-
sible bid of a United States contractor ex-
ceeds the lowest responsive and responsible
bid of a foreign contractor by greater than 20
percent: Provided further, That this section
shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for
which the lowest responsive and responsible
bid is submitted by a Marshallese con-
tractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both
Houses of Congress, including the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, of plans and scope of
any proposed military exercise involving
United States personnel 30 days prior to its
occurring, if amounts expended for construc-
tion, either temporary or permanent, are an-
ticipated to exceed $100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior
years shall be available for construction au-
thorized for each such military department
by the authorizations enacted into law dur-
ing the current session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or fam-
ily housing projects that are being com-
pleted with funds otherwise expired or lapsed
for obligation, expired or lapsed funds may
be used to pay the cost of associated super-
vision, inspection, overhead, engineering and
design on those projects and on subsequent
claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any funds made available to a
military department or defense agency for
the construction of military projects may be
obligated for a military construction project
or contract, or for any portion of such a
project or contract, at any time before the
end of the fourth fiscal year after the fiscal
year for which funds for such project were
made available, if the funds obligated for
such project: (1) are obligated from funds
available for military construction projects;
and (2) do not exceed the amount appro-
priated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased
pursuant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notifica-
tion, or 14 days for a notification provided in
an electronic medium pursuant to sections
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480 and 2883 of title 10, United States Code, to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, such additional amounts
as may be determined by the Secretary of
Defense may be transferred to: (1) the De-
partment of Defense Family Housing Im-
provement Fund from amounts appropriated
for construction in ‘“‘Family Housing” ac-
counts, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same purposes and for the same
period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund; or (2) the Department of
Defense Military Unaccompanied Housing
Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction of military unac-
companied housing in ‘“‘Military Construc-
tion” accounts, to be merged with and to be
available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated
directly to the Fund: Provided, That appro-
priations made available to the Funds shall
be available to cover the costs, as defined in
section 502(5) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974, of direct loans or loan guaran-
tees issued by the Department of Defense
pursuant to the provisions of subchapter IV
of chapter 169 of title 10, United States Code,
pertaining to alternative means of acquiring
and improving military family housing, mili-
tary unaccompanied housing, and supporting
facilities.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer
authority available to the Department of De-
fense, amounts may be transferred from the
Department of Defense Base Closure Account
to the fund established by section 1013(d) of
the Demonstration Cities and Metropolitan
Development Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to
pay for expenses associated with the Home-
owners Assistance Program incurred under
42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A). Any amounts trans-
ferred shall be merged with and be available
for the same purposes and for the same time
period as the fund to which transferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds made available in this title
for operation and maintenance of family
housing shall be the exclusive source of
funds for repair and maintenance of all fam-
ily housing units, including general or flag
officer quarters: Provided, That not more
than $35,000 per unit may be spent annually
for the maintenance and repair of any gen-
eral or flag officer quarters without 30 days
prior notification, or 14 days for a notifica-
tion provided in an electronic medium pursu-
ant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10, United
States Code, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be
submitted if the limitation is exceeded sole-
ly due to costs associated with environ-
mental remediation that could not be rea-
sonably anticipated at the time of the budg-
et submission: Provided further, That the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) is
to report annually to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress all
operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quar-
ters for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford
Island Improvement Account established by
subsection (h) of section 2814 of title 10,
United States Code, are appropriated and
shall be available until expended for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (i)(1) of such
section or until transferred pursuant to sub-
section (i)(3) of such section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the De-
partment of Defense for military construc-
tion and family housing operation and main-
tenance and construction have expired for
obligation, upon a determination that such
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appropriations will not be necessary for the
liquidation of obligations or for making au-
thorized adjustments to such appropriations
for obligations incurred during the period of
availability of such appropriations, unobli-
gated balances of such appropriations may
be transferred into the appropriation ‘‘For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction,
Defense’’, to be merged with and to be avail-
able for the same time period and for the
same purposes as the appropriation to which
transferred.
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 122. Amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available in an account funded
under the headings in this title may be
transferred among projects and activities
within the account in accordance with the
reprogramming guidelines for military con-
struction and family housing construction
contained in Department of Defense Finan-
cial Management Regulation 7000.14-R, Vol-
ume 3, Chapter 7, of April 2021, as in effect on
the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 123. None of the funds made available
in this title may be obligated or expended for
planning and design and construction of
projects at Arlington National Cemetery.

SEC. 124. For an additional amount for the
accounts and in the amounts specified, to re-
main available until September 30, 2030:

‘“‘Military Construction, Army’’, $45,000,000;

‘““Military Construction, Army National
Guard”’, $15,500,000;

“Military Construction,
Guard”’, $11,000,000; and

‘““‘Military Construction, Army Reserve’’,

$15,000,000:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction and cost to
complete projects identified in the respective
military department’s unfunded priority list
for fiscal year 2026 submitted to Congress:
Provided further, That such projects are sub-
ject to authorization prior to obligation and
expenditure of funds to carry out construc-
tion: Provided further, That not later than 60
days after enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned,
or their designee, shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress an expenditure plan for funds pro-
vided under this section.

SEC. 125. All amounts appropriated to the
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Army”’, ‘“‘Department of Defense—Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’,
“Department of Defense—Military Construc-
tion, Air Force”, and ‘‘Department of De-
fense—Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’
accounts pursuant to the authorization of
appropriations in a National Defense Author-
ization Act specified for fiscal year 2026 in
the funding table in section 4601 of that Act
shall be immediately available and allotted
to contract for the full scope of authorized
projects.

SEC. 126. Notwithstanding section 116 of
this Act, funds made available in this Act or
any available unobligated balances from
prior appropriations Acts may be obligated
before October 1, 2027 for fiscal year 2017,
2018, 2019, and 2020 military construction
projects for which project authorization has
not lapsed or for which authorization is ex-
tended for fiscal year 2026 by a National De-
fense Authorization Act: Provided, That no
amounts may be obligated pursuant to this
section from amounts that were designated
by the Congress as an emergency require-
ment pursuant to a concurrent resolution on
the budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 127. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees”
means the Committees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate,
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the Subcommittee on Military Construction
and Veterans Affairs of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and
Veterans Affairs of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

SEC. 128. For an additional amount for
“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $76,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2030: Provided, That such funds
may only be obligated to carry out construc-
tion projects specified in a National Defense
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2026 in the
funding table in section 4601 of that Act: Pro-
vided further, That not later than 30 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense, or their designee, shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds provided under this section.

SEC. 129. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to carry out the clo-
sure or realignment of the United States
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits
to or on behalf of veterans and a pilot pro-
gram for disability examinations as author-
ized by section 107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51,
53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States Code;
pension benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61
of title 38, United States Code; and burial
benefits, the Reinstated Entitlement Pro-
gram for Survivors, emergency and other of-
ficers’ retirement pay, adjusted-service cred-
its and certificates, payment of premiums
due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50
U.S.C. App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits
as authorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and
2106, and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title
38, United States Code, $241,947,603,000, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That not to exceed $29,454,647 of the amount
made available for fiscal year 2027 under this
heading shall be reimbursed to ‘““General Op-
erating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration”, and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ for necessary expenses in imple-
menting the provisions of chapters 51, 53, and
55 of title 38, United States Code, the funding
source for which is specifically provided as
the ‘“Compensation and Pensions’ appropria-
tion: Provided further, That such sums as
may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical
Care Collections Fund’ to augment the fund-
ing of individual medical facilities for nurs-
ing home care provided to pensioners as au-
thorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and reha-
bilitation benefits to or on behalf of veterans
as authorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35,
36, 39, 41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
States Code, $20,057,841,000, which shall be-
come available on October 1, 2026, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That ex-
penses for rehabilitation program services
and assistance which the Secretary is au-
thorized to provide under subsection (a) of
section 3104 of title 38, United States Code,
other than under paragraphs (1), (2), (), and
(11) of that subsection, shall be charged to
this account.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indem-
nities, service-disabled veterans insurance,
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and veterans mortgage life insurance as au-
thorized by chapters 19 and 21 of title 38,
United States Code, $97,893,000, which shall
become available on October 1, 2026, to re-
main available until expended.

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed
loans, such sums as may be necessary to
carry out the program, as authorized by sub-
chapters I through III of chapter 37 of title
38, United States Code: Provided, That such
costs, including the cost of modifying such
loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided
further, That, during fiscal year 2026, within
the resources available, not to exceed
$500,000 in gross obligations for direct loans
are authorized for specially adapted housing
loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan
programs, $266,736,842.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $45,428, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, in-
cluding the cost of modifying such loans,
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading are available to subsidize gross obli-
gations for the principal amount of direct
loans not to exceed $1,394,442.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct loan pro-
gram, $507,254, which may be paid to the ap-
propriation for ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’.

NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN

PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $6,865,235, as
authorized by subchapter V of chapter 37 of
title 38, United States Code: Provided, That
such costs, including the cost of modifying
such loans, shall be as defined in section 502
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading are available to subsidize
gross obligations for the principal amount of
direct loans not to exceed $75,000,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan program authorized
by subchapter V of chapter 37 of title 38,
United States Code, $5,845,241.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS

BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the
Veterans Benefits Administration, not other-
wise provided for, including hire of passenger
motor vehicles, reimbursement of the Gen-
eral Services Administration for security
guard services, and reimbursement of the De-
partment of Defense for the cost of overseas
employee mail, $3,879,000,000: Provided, That
expenses for services and assistance author-
ized under paragraphs (1), (2), (56), and (11) of
section 3104(a) of title 38, United States
Code, that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
determines are necessary to enable entitled
veterans: (1) to the maximum extent fea-
sible, to become employable and to obtain
and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
achieve maximum independence in daily liv-
ing, shall be charged to this account: Pro-
vided further, That, of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, not to exceed 10 per-
cent shall remain available until September
30, 2027.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as
authorized by law, inpatient and outpatient
care and treatment to beneficiaries of the
Department of Veterans Affairs and veterans
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described in section 1705(a) of title 38, United
States Code, including care and treatment in
facilities not under the jurisdiction of the
Department, and including medical supplies
and equipment, bioengineering services, food
services, and salaries and expenses of
healthcare employees hired under title 38,
United States Code, assistance and support
services for caregivers as authorized by sec-
tion 1720G of title 38, United States Code,
loan repayments authorized by section 604 of
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124
Stat. 1174; 38 U.S.C. 7681 note), monthly as-
sistance allowances authorized by section
322(d) of title 38, United States Code, grants
authorized by section 521A of title 38, United
States Code, and administrative expenses
necessary to carry out sections 322(d) and
521A of title 38, United States Code, and hos-
pital care and medical services authorized by
section 1787 of title 38, United States Code;
$59,858,000,000, plus reimbursements, which
shall become available on October 1, 2026,
and shall remain available until September
30, 2027: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2026, under this head-
ing, $2,000,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2028: Provided further, That of
the $75,039,000,000 to become available on Oc-
tober 1, 2025, previously appropriated under
this heading in the Full-Year Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2025 (division A of Public
Law 119-4), $15,889,000,000 is hereby rescinded:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall establish a priority for
the provision of medical treatment for vet-
erans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs:
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall give priority funding for
the provision of basic medical benefits to
veterans in enrollment priority groups 1
through 6: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may authorize the
dispensing of prescription drugs from Vet-
erans Health Administration facilities to en-
rolled veterans with privately written pre-
scriptions based on requirements established
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the
implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur no addi-
tional cost to the Department of Veterans
Affairs: Provided further, That the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that suffi-
cient amounts appropriated under this head-
ing for medical supplies and equipment are
available for the acquisition of prosthetics
designed specifically for female veterans:
Provided further, That nothing in section
2044(e) of title 38, United States Code, may be
construed as limiting amounts that may be
made available under this heading for fiscal
years 2026 and 2027 in this or prior Acts.
MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For mnecessary expenses for furnishing
health care to individuals pursuant to chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, at non-
Department facilities, $38,700,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available
on October 1, 2026, and shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That, of
the amount made available on October 1,
2026, under this heading, $2,000,000,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2028.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administra-
tion of the medical, hospital, nursing home,
domiciliary, construction, supply, and re-
search activities, as authorized by law; ad-
ministrative expenses in support of capital
policy activities; and administrative and
legal expenses of the Department for col-
lecting and recovering amounts owed the De-

S4547

partment as authorized under chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, and the Federal
Medical Care Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 2651 et
seq.), $12,000,000,000, plus reimbursements,
which shall become available on October 1,
2026, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided, That, of the
amount made available on October 1, 2026,
under this heading, $350,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2028: Provided
further, That, of the $12,700,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously ap-
propriated under this heading in the Full-
Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2025
(division A of Public Law 119-4), $610,000,000
is hereby rescinded.
MEDICAL FACILITIES

For necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance and operation of hospitals, nursing
homes, domiciliary facilities, and other nec-
essary facilities of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration; for administrative expenses in
support of planning, design, project manage-
ment, real property acquisition and disposi-
tion, construction, and renovation of any fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department; for oversight, engineering,
and architectural activities not charged to
project costs; for repairing, altering, improv-
ing, or providing facilities in the several hos-
pitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for,
either by contract or by the hire of tem-
porary employees and purchase of materials;
for leases of facilities; and for laundry serv-
ices; $3,000,000, which shall be in addition to
funds previously appropriated under this
heading that become available on October 1,
2025; and, in addition, $11,700,000,000, plus re-
imbursements, which shall become available
on October 1, 2026, and shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That, of
the amount made available on October 1,
2026, under this heading, $500,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2028.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For necessary expenses in carrying out
programs of medical and prosthetic research
and development as authorized by chapter 73
of title 38, United States Code, $943,000,000,
plus reimbursements, shall remain available
until September 30, 2027: Provided, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure
that sufficient amounts appropriated under
this heading are available for prosthetic re-
search specifically for female veterans, and
for toxic exposure research.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National
Cemetery Administration for operations and
maintenance, not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding uniforms or allowances therefor;
cemeterial expenses as authorized by law;
purchase of one passenger motor vehicle for
use in cemeterial operations; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; and repair, alteration
or improvement of facilities under the juris-
diction of the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration, $497,000,000, of which not to exceed 10
percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary operating expenses of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, not other-
wise provided for, including administrative
expenses in support of Department-wide cap-
ital planning, management and policy activi-
ties, uniforms, or allowances therefor; not to
exceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; and reimbursement of the
General Services Administration for security
guard services, $440,000,000, which shall be for
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the offices and in the amounts specified
under this heading in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which not to exceed 10
percent for each such office shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That funds provided under this heading may
be transferred to ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration”.
BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the
Board of Veterans Appeals, $277,000,000, of
which not to exceed 10 percent shall remain
available until September 30, 2027.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information
technology systems and telecommunications
support, including developmental informa-
tion systems and operational information
systems; for pay and associated costs; and
for the capital asset acquisition of informa-
tion technology systems, including manage-
ment and related contractual costs of said
acquisitions, including contractual costs as-
sociated with operations authorized by sec-
tion 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
$5,908,000,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,418,416,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed 3 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2027: Provided further, That $4,488,829,000 shall
be for operations and maintenance, of which
not to exceed 5 percent shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2027, and of which
$118,900,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030, for the purpose of facility ac-
tivations related to projects funded by the
“Construction, Major Projects’, ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’, ‘‘Medical Facilities”’,
‘““National Cemetery Administration”’, ‘“‘Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits
Administration”, and ‘‘General Administra-
tion” accounts: Provided further, That
$755,000 shall be for information technology
systems development, and shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided
further, That amounts made available for
salaries and expenses, operations and main-
tenance, and information technology sys-
tems development may be transferred among
the three subaccounts after the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs requests from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and an approval is issued: Provided further,
That amounts made available for the ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’ account for de-
velopment may be transferred among
projects or to newly defined projects: Pro-
vided further, That no project may be in-
creased or decreased by more than $3,000,000
of cost prior to submitting a request to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress to make the transfer and
an approval is issued, or absent a response, a
period of 30 days has elapsed.

VETERANS ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD

For activities related to implementation,
preparation, development, interface, man-
agement, rollout, and maintenance of a Vet-
erans Electronic Health Record system, in-
cluding contractual costs associated with op-
erations authorized by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code, and salaries and ex-
penses of employees hired under titles 5 and
38, United States Code, $3,488,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2028: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress quar-
terly reports detailing obligations, expendi-
tures, and deployment implementation by
facility, including any changes from the de-
ployment plan or schedule: Provided further,
That the funds provided in this account shall
only be available to the Office of the Deputy

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Secretary, to be administered by that Office:
Provided further, That 25 percent of the funds
made available under this heading shall not
be available until July 1, 2026, and are con-
tingent upon the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs providing to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a plan
by June 1, 2026, containing the following:

(1) an updated life-cycle cost estimate for
the EHRM program based on the Depart-
ment’s acceleration of deployments an-
nounced in March 2025;

(2) an updated facility-by-facility deploy-
ment schedule for all facilities to receive the
EHRM program;

(3) a certification that all VA facilities
using the new EHR on or before April 1, 2024,
have exceeded or met certain health care
performance baseline metrics indicating
they have returned to their service delivery
levels in place prior to the deployment of the
new EHR; and

(4) a description of the projected Federal
VA staffing levels, contract support, and
other relevant activities required, and the
resources required to fund those activities,
to meet the deployment goal as outlined in
(2), including target Federal and contracted
staffing levels at VA Central Office and, each
local VA medical center with a slated de-
ployment in 2026 and 2027, as well as contract
support to provide technical and other
change management support to carry out the
deployments.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information
technology, in carrying out the provisions of
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (b U.S.C.
401 et seq.), $296,000,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until
September 30, 2027.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or for any of the purposes set forth
in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of
title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, including planning, architec-
tural and engineering services, construction
management services, maintenance or guar-
antee period services costs associated with
equipment guarantees provided under the
project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construc-
tion costs, and site acquisition, where the es-
timated cost of a project is more than the
amount set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of
title 38, United States Code, or where funds
for a project were made available in a pre-
vious major project appropriation,
$1,394,000,000, of which $621,615,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2030, and
of which $772,385,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs
assessments which may or may not lead to
capital investments, and other capital asset
management related activities, including
portfolio development and management ac-
tivities, and planning, cost estimating, and
design for major medical facility projects
and major medical facility leases and invest-
ment strategy studies funded through the
advance planning fund and the planning and
design activities funded through the design
fund, staffing expenses, and funds provided
for the purchase, security, and maintenance
of land for the National Cemetery Adminis-
tration and the Veterans Health Administra-
tion through the land acquisition line item,
none of the funds made available under this
heading shall be used for any project that
has not been notified to Congress through
the budgetary process or that has not been
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approved by the Congress through statute,
joint resolution, or in the explanatory state-
ment accompanying such Act and presented
to the President at the time of enrollment:
Provided further, That funds provided for the
Veterans Health Administration through the
land acquisition line item shall be only for
projects included on the five year develop-
ment plan notified to Congress through the
budgetary process: Provided further, That
such sums as may be necessary shall be
available to reimburse the ‘‘General Admin-
istration” account for payment of salaries
and expenses of all Office of Construction
and Facilities Management employees to
support the full range of capital infrastruc-
ture services provided, including minor con-
struction and leasing services: Provided fur-
ther, That funds made available under this
heading for fiscal year 2026, for each ap-
proved project shall be obligated: (1) by the
awarding of a construction documents con-
tract by September 30, 2026; and (2) by the
awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2027: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly
submit to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress a written report
on any approved major construction project
for which obligations are not incurred within
the time limitations established above: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding the re-
quirements of section 8104(a) of title 38,
United States Code, amounts made available
under this heading for seismic program man-
agement activities shall be available for the
completion of both new and existing seismic
projects of the Department.

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and
improving any of the facilities, including
parking projects, under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, including planning and assessments
of needs which may lead to capital invest-
ments, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, maintenance or guarantee period serv-
ices costs associated with equipment guaran-
tees provided under the project, services of
claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site
acquisition, or for any of the purposes set
forth in sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81
of title 38, United States Code, not otherwise
provided for, where the estimated cost of a
project is equal to or less than the amount
set forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38,
United States Code, $709,000,000, of which
$467,940,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2030, and of which $241,060,000 shall
remain available until expended, along with
unobligated balances of previous ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’ appropriations which
are hereby made available for any project
where the estimated cost is equal to or less
than the amount set forth in such section:
Provided, That funds made available under
this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to any of
the nonmedical facilities under the jurisdic-
tion or for the use of the Department which
are necessary because of loss or damage
caused by any natural disaster or catas-
trophe; and (2) temporary measures nec-
essary to prevent or to minimize further loss
by such causes.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE
EXTENDED CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or
construct State nursing home and domi-
ciliary facilities and to remodel, modify, or
alter existing hospital, nursing home, and
domiciliary facilities in State homes, for fur-
nishing care to veterans as authorized by
sections 8131 through 8137 of title 38, United
States Code, $171,000,000, to remain available
until expended.
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GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal orga-
nizations in establishing, expanding, or im-
proving veterans cemeteries as authorized by
section 2408 of title 38, United States Code,
$60,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

COST OF WAR TOXIC EXPOSURES FUND

For investment in the delivery of veterans’
health care associated with exposure to envi-
ronmental hazards, the expenses incident to
the delivery of veterans’ health care and ben-
efits associated with exposure to environ-
mental hazards, and medical and other re-
search relating to exposure to environmental
hazards, as authorized by section 324 of title
38, United States Code, and in addition to
the amounts otherwise available for such
purposes in the appropriations provided in
this or prior Acts, including the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act of 2023 (Public Law 118-5),
$52,676,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2026 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions”, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’” may be transferred as
necessary to any other of the mentioned ap-
propriations: Provided, That, before a trans-
fer may take place, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall request from the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026, in this or any other Act, under the
“Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance’’,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’” accounts may be
transferred among the accounts: Provided,
That any transfers among the ‘‘Medical
Services”’, ‘“Medical Community Care’’, and
‘“‘Medical Support and Compliance’ accounts
of 1 percent or less of the total amount ap-
propriated to the account in this or any
other Act may take place subject to notifica-
tion from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and pur-
pose of the transfer: Provided further, That
any transfers among the ‘“‘Medical Services’’,
“Medical Community Care’, and ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’ accounts in excess
of 1 percent, or exceeding the cumulative 1
percent for the fiscal year, may take place
only after the Secretary requests from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued: Pro-
vided further, That any transfers to or from
the ‘““Medical Facilities’’ account may take
place only after the Secretary requests from
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this
title for salaries and expenses shall be avail-
able for services authorized by section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger
motor vehicles; lease of a facility or land or
both; and uniforms or allowances therefore,
as authorized by sections 5901 through 5902 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title
(except the appropriations for ‘‘Construc-
tion, Major Projects” and ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’) shall be available for the
purchase of any site for or toward the con-
struction of any new hospital or home.
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SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title
shall be available for hospitalization or ex-
amination of any persons (except bene-
ficiaries entitled to such hospitalization or
examination under the laws providing such
benefits to veterans, and persons receiving
such treatment under sections 7901 through
7904 of title 5, United States Code, or the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.)),
unless reimbursement of the cost of such
hospitalization or examination is made to
the ‘“Medical Services” account at such rates
as may be fixed by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs.

SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this
title for ‘“‘Compensation and Pensions”, ‘‘Re-
adjustment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insur-
ance and Indemnities’ shall be available for
payment of prior year accrued obligations
required to be recorded by law against the
corresponding prior year accounts within the
last quarter of fiscal year 2025.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this
title shall be available to pay prior year obli-
gations of corresponding prior year appro-
priations accounts resulting from sections
3328(a), 3334, and 3712(a) of title 31, United
States Code, except that if such obligations
are from trust fund accounts they shall be
payable only from ‘‘Compensation and Pen-
sions’.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during fiscal year 2026, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall, from the
National Service Life Insurance Fund under
section 1920 of title 38, United States Code,
the Veterans’ Special Life Insurance Fund
under section 1923 of title 38, United States
Code, and the United States Government
Life Insurance Fund under section 1955 of
title 38, United States Code, reimburse the
‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration” and ‘“Information
Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs
financed through those accounts: Provided,
That reimbursement shall be made only from
the surplus earnings accumulated in such an
insurance program during fiscal year 2026
that are available for dividends in that pro-
gram after claims have been paid and actu-
arially determined reserves have been set
aside: Provided further, That if the cost of ad-
ministration of such an insurance program
exceeds the amount of surplus earnings accu-
mulated in that program, reimbursement
shall be made only to the extent of such sur-
plus earnings: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall determine the cost of adminis-
tration for fiscal year 2026 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any
total disability income insurance included in
that insurance program.

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from en-
hanced-use lease proceeds to reimburse an
account for expenses incurred by that ac-
count during a prior fiscal year for providing
enhanced-use lease services shall be avail-
able until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEcC. 210. Funds available in this title or
funds for salaries and other administrative
expenses shall also be available to reimburse
the Office of Resolution Management, the
Office of Employment Discrimination Com-
plaint Adjudication, and the Alternative Dis-
pute Resolution function within the Office of
Human Resources and Administration for all
services provided at rates which will recover
actual costs but not to exceed $134,342,000 for
the Office of Resolution Management,
$7,607,000 for the Office of Employment Dis-
crimination Complaint Adjudication, and
$7,586,000 for the Alternative Dispute Resolu-
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tion function within the Office of Human Re-
sources and Administration: Provided, That
payments may be made in advance for serv-
ices to be furnished based on estimated
costs: Provided further, That amounts re-
ceived shall be credited to the ‘‘General Ad-
ministration” and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems’ accounts for use by the office that
provided the service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of
Veterans Affairs shall be available for hos-
pital care, nursing home care, or medical
services provided to any person under chap-
ter 17 of title 38, United States Code, for a
non-service-connected disability described in
section 1729(a)(2) of such title, unless that
person has disclosed to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, in such form as the Secretary
may require, current, accurate third-party
reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner
as any other debt due the United States, the
reasonable charges for such care or services
from any person who does not make such dis-
closure as required: Provided further, That
any amounts so recovered for care or serv-
ices provided in a prior fiscal year may be
obligated by the Secretary during the fiscal
year in which amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, proceeds or revenues derived
from enhanced-use leasing activities (includ-
ing disposal) may be deposited into the
“Construction, Major Projects” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’ accounts and be
used for construction (including site acquisi-
tion and disposition), alterations, and im-
provements of any medical facility under the
jurisdiction or for the use of the Department
of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as realized
are in addition to the amount provided for in
“Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects”.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
‘“Medical Services’ are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities,
supplies, and equipment; and

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses,
and other expenses incidental to funerals and
burials for beneficiaries receiving care in the
Department.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, may be transferred to the
‘“Medical Services” and ‘“Medical Commu-
nity Care’” accounts to remain available
until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Federally
Qualified Health Centers in the State of
Alaska and Indian Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations which are party to the Alaska Native
Health Compact with the Indian Health
Service, to provide healthcare, including be-
havioral health and dental care, to veterans
in rural Alaska. The Secretary shall require
participating veterans and facilities to com-
ply with all appropriate rules and regula-
tions, as established by the Secretary. The
term ‘‘rural Alaska’ shall mean those lands
which are not within the boundaries of the
municipality of Anchorage or the Fairbanks
North Star Borough.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Department of Veterans Affairs Cap-
ital Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of
title 38, United States Code, may be trans-
ferred to the ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’’
and ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects” ac-
counts, to remain available until expended
for the purposes of these accounts.
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SEC. 217. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a report on the financial status of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for the
preceding quarter: Provided, That, at a min-
imum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the paragraph entitled ‘‘Quar-
terly reporting’’, under the heading ‘‘General
Administration” in the joint explanatory
statement accompanying Public Law 114-223.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 218. Amounts made available under
the “Medical Services”, ‘“Medical Commu-
nity Care’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘‘Medical Facilities”, ‘‘General Oper-
ating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’, ‘“Board of Veterans Appeals”,
“General Administration’, and ‘‘National
Cemetery Administration’ accounts for fis-
cal year 2026 may be transferred to or from
the ‘‘Information Technology Systems’ ac-
count: Provided, That such transfers may not
result in a more than 10 percent aggregate
increase in the total amount made available
by this Act for the ‘“‘Information Technology
Systems’ account: Provided further, That, be-
fore a transfer may take place, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026 for ‘‘Medical Services’”, ‘‘Medical
Community Care’”, ‘‘“Medical Support and
Compliance’, ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Con-
struction, Minor Projects’”, and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems”’, up to $654,954,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 25671) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That
section 220 of title II of division A of Public
Law 11842, as continued by section
1101(a)(10) of division A of Public Law 119-4,
is repealed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 220. Of the amounts appropriated to
the Department of Veterans Affairs which
become available on October 1, 2026, for
“Medical Services”’, ‘“‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“Medical Support and Compliance”,
and ‘‘Medical Facilities’’, up to $739,918,000,
plus reimbursements, may be transferred to
the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund, established by section
1704 of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 2571) and may be used for operation
of the facilities designated as combined Fed-
eral medical facilities as described by sec-
tion 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred
from accounts designated in this section to
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the Joint Department of Defense—Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund upon written notifica-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Such sums as may be deposited
into the Medical Care Collections Fund pur-
suant to section 1729A of title 38, United
States Code, for healthcare provided at fa-
cilities designated as combined Federal med-
ical facilities as described by section 706 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public
Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint De-
partment of Defense—Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Facility Demonstra-
tion Fund, established by section 1704 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat.
25671); and (2) for operations of the facilities
designated as combined Federal medical fa-
cilities as described by section 706 of the
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That, not-
withstanding section 1704(b)(3) of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 2573),
amounts transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense—Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration
Fund shall remain available until expended.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Of the amounts available in this
title for ‘‘Medical Services’”’, ‘‘Medical Com-
munity Care’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Com-
pliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facilities”, a min-
imum of $15,000,000 shall be transferred to
the DOD-VA Health Care Sharing Incentive
Fund, as authorized by section 8111(d) of title
38, United States Code, to remain available
until expended, for any purpose authorized
by section 8111 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 223. None of the funds available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or
any other Act, may be used to replace the
current system by which the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks select and contract
for diabetes monitoring supplies and equip-
ment.

SEC. 224. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of all bid
savings in a major construction project that
total at least $5,000,000, or 5 percent of the
programmed amount of the project, which-
ever is less: Provided, That such notification
shall occur within 14 days of a contract iden-
tifying the programmed amount: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 14 days prior to the obli-
gation of such bid savings and shall describe
the anticipated use of such savings.

SEC. 225. None of the funds made available
for ‘‘Construction, Major Projects’” may be
used for a project in excess of the scope spec-
ified for that project in the original jus-
tification data provided to the Congress as
part of the request for appropriations unless
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs receives
approval from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 226. Not later than 30 days after the
end of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a quarterly report containing per-
formance measures and data from each Vet-
erans Benefits Administration Regional Of-
fice: Provided, That, at a minimum, the re-
port shall include the direction contained in
the section entitled ‘‘Disability claims back-
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log”’, under the heading ‘‘General Operating
Expenses, Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion” in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying Public Law 114-223: Provided fur-
ther, That the report shall also include infor-
mation on the number of appeals pending at
the Veterans Benefits Administration as well
as the Board of Veterans Appeals on a quar-
terly basis.

SEC. 227. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress 15 days prior to organiza-
tional changes which result in the transfer of
25 or more full-time equivalents from one or-
ganizational unit of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to another.

SEC. 228. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress notification of any single
national outreach and awareness marketing
campaign in which obligations exceed
$1,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 229. Amounts made available for the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal
year 2026, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Ap-
peals’ and the ‘‘General Operating Expenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration” accounts
may be transferred between such accounts:
Provided, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to make the transfer and receive ap-
proval of that request.

SEcC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such in-
stance of reprogramming will exceed a cu-
mulative $7,000,000, unless such reprogram-
ming is approved by the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 231. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall ensure that the toll-free suicide
hotline under section 1720F(h) of title 38,
United States Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained
professional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the
American Association of Suicidology.

(b)(1) None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to enforce or otherwise
carry out any Executive action that pro-
hibits the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from
appointing an individual to occupy a vacant
civil service position, or establishing a new
civil service position, at the Department of
Veterans Affairs with respect to such a posi-
tion relating to the hotline specified in sub-
section (a).

(2) In this subsection—

(A) the term ‘‘civil service’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 2101(1) of title
5, United States Code; and

(B) the term ‘‘Executive action” includes—

(i) any Executive order, Presidential
memorandum, or other action by the Presi-
dent; and

(ii) any agency policy, order, or other di-
rective.

(c)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall conduct a study on the effectiveness of
the hotline specified in subsection (a) during
the b-year period beginning on January 1,
2016, based on an analysis of national suicide
data and data collected from such hotline.

(2) At a minimum, the study required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline specified in subsection
(a) and who receive follow up services from
the hotline or mental health services from
the Department of Veterans Affairs there-
after;
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(B) determine the number of veterans who
contact the hotline who are not referred to,
or do not continue receiving, mental health
care who commit suicide; and

(C) determine the number of veterans de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) who commit or
attempt suicide.

SEC. 232. Effective during the period begin-
ning on October 1, 2018, and ending on Janu-
ary 1, 2027, none of the funds made available
to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs by this
or any other Act may be obligated or ex-
pended in contravention of the ‘‘Veterans
Health Administration Clinical Preventive
Services Guidance Statement on the Vet-
erans Health Administration’s Screening for
Breast Cancer Guidance’ published on May
10, 2017, as issued by the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration National Center for Health Pro-
motion and Disease Prevention.

SEC. 233. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the amounts appropriated
or otherwise made available to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the ‘‘Medical
Services” account may be used to provide—

(1) fertility counseling and treatment
using assisted reproductive technology to a
covered veteran or the spouse of a covered
veteran; or

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered
veteran.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘service-connected’” has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’” means a
veteran, as such term is defined in section
101 of title 38, United States Code, who has a
service-connected disability that results in
the inability of the veteran to procreate
without the use of fertility treatment.

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproduc-
tive assistance provided to a member of the
Armed Forces who incurs a serious injury or
illness on active duty pursuant to section
1074(c)(4)(A) of title 10, United States Code,
as described in the memorandum on the sub-
ject of ‘“‘Policy for Assisted Reproductive
Services for the Benefit of Seriously or Se-
verely I1l/Injured (Category II or III) Active
Duty Service Members’ issued by the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued to
implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits avail-
able to such a member except that—

(A) the time periods regarding embryo
cryopreservation and storage set forth in
part ITII(G) and in part IV(H) of such memo-
randum shall not apply; and

(B) such term includes embryo
cryopreservation and storage without limita-
tion on the duration of such
cryopreservation and storage.

(4) The term ‘‘adoption reimbursement’”
means reimbursement for the adoption-re-
lated expenses for an adoption that is final-
ized after the date of the enactment of this
Act under the same terms as apply under the
adoption reimbursement program of the De-
partment of Defense, as authorized in De-
partment of Defense Instruction 1341.09, in-
cluding the reimbursement limits and re-
quirements set forth in such instruction.

(¢) Amounts made available for the pur-
poses specified in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the requirements for
funds contained in section 508 of division H
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141).

SEC. 234. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act or any
other Act for the Department of Veterans
Affairs may be used in a manner that is in-
consistent with: (1) section 842 of the Trans-
portation, Treasury, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Judiciary, the District of Co-
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lumbia, and Independent Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-115; 119
Stat. 2506); or (2) section 8110(a)(b) of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 235. Section 842 of Public Law 109-115
shall not apply to conversion of an activity
or function of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, Veterans Benefits Administration,
or National Cemetery Administration to
contractor performance by a business con-
cern that is at least 51 percent owned by one
or more Indian Tribes as defined in section
5304(e) of title 25, United States Code, or one
or more Native Hawaiian Organizations as
defined in section 637(a)(15) of title 15, United
States Code.

SEC. 236. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, in consultation with the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretary of Labor, shall
discontinue collecting and using Social Se-
curity account numbers to authenticate in-
dividuals in all information systems of the
Department of Veterans Affairs for all indi-
viduals not later than September 30, 2026.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
collect and use a Social Security account
number to identify an individual, in accord-
ance with section 552a of title 5, United
States Code, in an information system of the
Department of Veterans Affairs if and only if
the use of such number is necessary to:

(1) obtain or provide information the Sec-
retary requires from an information system
that is not under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary;

(2) comply with a law, regulation, or court
order;

(3) perform anti-fraud activities; or

(4) identify a specific individual where no
adequate substitute is available.

(c) The matter in subsections (a) and (b)
shall supersede section 237 of division A of
Public Law 118-42.

SEcC. 237. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2026 and 2027 for ‘‘Medical Services’’,
section 239 of division A of Public Law 114-
223 shall apply.

SEC. 238. None of the funds appropriated in
this or prior appropriations Acts or other-
wise made available to the Department of
Veterans Affairs may be used to transfer any
amounts from the Filipino Veterans Equity
Compensation Fund to any other account
within the Department of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 239. Of the funds provided to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal year 2026 and fiscal year 2027 for ‘‘Medical
Services”’, funds may be used in each year to
carry out and expand the child care program
authorized by section 205 of Public Law 111-
163, notwithstanding subsection (e) of such
section.

SEC. 240. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may
be used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to enter into an agreement related to resolv-
ing a dispute or claim with an individual
that would restrict in any way the individual
from speaking to members of Congress or
their staff on any topic not otherwise prohib-
ited from disclosure by Federal law or re-
quired by Executive order to be kept secret
in the interest of national defense or the
conduct of foreign affairs.

SEC. 241. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
yvear 2026 and 2027, section 258 of division A of
Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 242. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to deny an Inspector General funded
under this Act timely access to any records,
documents, or other materials available to
the department or agency over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C.
401 et seq.), or to prevent or impede the ac-
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cess of the Inspector General to such records,
documents, or other materials, under any
provision of law, except a provision of law
that expressly refers to such Inspector Gen-
eral and expressly limits the right of access.

(b) A department or agency covered by this
section shall provide its Inspector General
access to all records, documents, and other
materials in a timely manner.

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure
compliance with statutory limitations on
disclosure relevant to the information pro-
vided by the establishment over which that
Inspector General has responsibilities under
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C.
401 et seq.).

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this
section shall report to the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives within 5 calendar days of
any failure by any department or agency
covered by this section to comply with this
requirement.

SEC. 243. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used in a manner that
would increase wait times for veterans who
seek care at medical facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 244. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act to the
Veterans Health Administration may be used
in fiscal year 2026 to convert any program
which received specific purpose funds in fis-
cal year 2025 to a general purpose funded pro-
gram unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs submits written notification of any
such proposal to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days prior to any such action and an ap-
proval is issued by the Committees.

SEC. 245. For funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal
year 2026 and 2027, section 248 of division A of
Public Law 114-223 shall apply.

SEC. 246. (a) None of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this Act may
be used to conduct research commencing on
or after the date of enactment of this Act,
that uses any canine, feline, or non-human
primate unless the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs approves such research specifically and
in writing pursuant to subsection (b).

(b)(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may approve the conduct of research com-
mencing on or after the date of enactment of
this Act, using canines, felines, or non-
human primates if the Secretary certifies
that—

(A) the scientific objectives of the research
can only be met by using such canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates and cannot be
met using other animal models, in vitro
models, computational models, human clin-
ical studies, or other research alternatives;

(B) such scientific objectives are necessary
to advance research benefiting veterans and
are directly related to an illness or injury
that is combat-related as defined by 10
U.S.C. 1413(e);

(C) the research is consistent with the re-
vised Department of Veterans Affairs canine
research policy document dated December
15, 2017, including any subsequent revisions
to such document; and

(D) ethical considerations regarding mini-
mizing the harm experienced by canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates are included in
evaluating the scientific necessity of the re-
search.

(2) The Secretary may not delegate the au-
thority under this subsection.

(¢) If the Secretary approves any new re-
search pursuant to subsection (b), not later
than 30 days before the commencement of
such research, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing—
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(1) the nature of the research to be con-
ducted using canines, felines, or non-human
primates;

(2) the date on which the Secretary ap-
proved the research;

(3) the USDA pain category on the ap-
proved use;

(4) the justification for the determination
of the Secretary that the scientific objec-
tives of such research could only be met
using canines, felines, or non-human pri-
mates, and methods used to make such de-
termination;

(5) the frequency and duration of such re-
search; and

(6) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of the research,
and animal welfare.

(d) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and biannually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
such Committees a report describing—

(1) any research being conducted by the
Department of Veterans Affairs using ca-
nines, felines, or non-human primates as of
the date of the submittal of the report;

(2) the circumstances under which such re-
search was conducted using canines, felines,
or non-human primates;

(3) the justification for using canines, fe-
lines, or non-human primates to conduct
such research;

(4) the protocols in place to ensure the ne-
cessity, safety, and efficacy of such research;
and

(5) the development and adoption of alter-
natives to canines, felines, or non-human
primate research.

(e) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs must submit to voluntary U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspections of canine,
feline, and non-human primate research fa-
cilities.

(f) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to
such Committees a report describing—

(1) any violations of the Animal Welfare
Act, the Public Health Service Policy on Hu-
mane Care and Use of Laboratory Animals,
or other Department of Veterans Affairs
policies related to oversight of animal re-
search found during that quarter in VA re-
search facilities;

(2) immediate corrective actions taken;
and

(3) specific actions taken to prevent their
recurrence.

(g) The Department shall implement a plan
under which the Secretary will eliminate the
research conducted using canines, felines, or
non-human primates by not later than 2
yvears after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 247. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may use amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available in this title to ensure
that the ratio of veterans to full-time em-
ployment equivalents within any program of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, does not exceed
125 veterans to one full-time employment
equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the pro-
grams of rehabilitation conducted under
chapter 31 of title 38, United States Code, in-
cluding—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff
ratio for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the
veteran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SEC. 248. Amounts made available for the
“Veterans Health Administration, Medical
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Community Care’ account in this or any
other Act for fiscal years 2026 and 2027 may
be used for expenses that would otherwise be
payable from the Veterans Choice Fund es-
tablished by section 802 of the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act, as
amended (38 U.S.C. 1701 note).

SEC. 249. Obligations and expenditures ap-
plicable to the ‘“‘Medical Services’” account
in fiscal years 2017 through 2019 for aid to
state homes (as authorized by section 1741 of
title 38, United States Code) shall remain in
the ‘“Medical Community Care’ account for
such fiscal years.

SEC. 250. Of the amounts made available
for the Department of Veterans Affairs for
fiscal year 2026, in this or any other Act,
under the ‘‘Veterans Health Administra-
tion—Medical Services’, ‘“Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Community Care’’,
“Veterans Health Administration—Medical
Support and Compliance”’, ‘‘Veterans Health
Administration—Medical Facilities”, and
““Cost of War Toxic Exposures Fund”, ac-
counts, $1,429,181,000 shall be made available
for gender-specific care and programmatic
efforts to deliver care for women veterans;
$697,800,000 shall be made available for sui-
cide prevention outreach programs;
$3,500,000,000 shall be made available for the
Caregivers program; $42,000,000 shall be made
available for the National Center for Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder; $70,000,000 shall
be made available for the Neurology Centers
of Excellence; $342,455,000 shall be made
available for rural health care; and,
$3,459,121,000 shall be made available for vet-
erans’ homelessness programs.

SEC. 251. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in fiscal year 2026 in the ‘‘Recurring Ex-
penses Transformational Fund” established
in section 243 of division J of Public Law 114-
113, and in addition to any funds otherwise
made available for such purposes in this,
prior, or subsequent fiscal years, $900,000,000
shall be available for constructing, altering,
extending, and improving medical facilities
of the Veterans Health Administration, in-
cluding all supporting activities and re-
quired contingencies, during the period of
availability of the Fund: Provided, That prior
to obligation of any of the funds provided in
this section, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs must provide a plan for the execution of
the funds appropriated in this section to the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress and such Committees
issue an approval, or absent a response, a pe-
riod of 30 days has elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 252. Of the $75,039,000,000 to become
available on October 1, 2025, previously ap-
propriated under the heading ‘‘Veterans
Health Administration—Medical Services”
in the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations
Act, 2025 (division A of Public Law 119-4),
$2,030,000,000 shall be transferred to ‘‘Vet-
erans Health Administration—Medical Fa-
cilities”.

SEC. 253. Not later than 30 days after enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for
funds made available in this Act and any
available unobligated balances from prior
Acts, including the Fiscal Responsibility Act
of 2023 (Public Law 118-5), for the Cost of War
Toxic Exposures Fund: Provided, That the
budget resource categories supporting the
Veterans Health Administration shall be re-
ported by the subcategories ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices”, “Medical Community Care’’, ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’, and ‘‘Medical and
Prosthetic Research’: Provided further, That
not later than 30 days after the end of each
fiscal quarter, the Secretary shall submit a
quarterly report on the status of the funds,
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including, at a minimum, an update on obli-
gations by program, project or activity.

SEC. 2564. Any amounts transferred to the
Secretary and administered by a corporation
referred to in section 7364(b) of title 38,
United States Code, between October 1, 2017
and September 30, 2018 for purposes of car-
rying out an order placed with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs pursuant to section
1535 of title 31, United States Code, that are
available for obligation pursuant to section
7364(b)(1) of title 38, United States Code, are
to remain available for the liquidation of
valid obligations incurred by such corpora-
tion during the period of performance of such
order, provided that the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines that such amounts
need to remain available for such liquida-
tion.

SEC. 2565. None of the funds in this or any
other Act may be used to close Department
of Veterans Affairs hospitals, domiciliaries,
or clinics, conduct an environmental assess-
ment, or to diminish healthcare services at
existing Veterans Health Administration
medical facilities as part of a planned re-
alignment of services until the Secretary
provides to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a report in-
cluding an analysis of how any such planned
realignment of services will impact access to
care for veterans living in rural or highly
rural areas, including travel distances and
transportation costs to access a Department
medical facility and availability of local spe-
cialty and primary care.

SEC. 256. Unobligated balances available
under the headings ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects” and ‘““Construction, Minor
Projects’” may be obligated by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for a facility pursuant to
section 2(e)(1) of the Communities Helping
Invest through Property and Improvements
Needed for Veterans Act of 2016 (Public Law
114-294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 note), as amended, to
provide additional funds or to fund an esca-
lation clause under such section of such Act:
Provided, That before such unobligated bal-
ances are obligated pursuant to this section,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the author-
ity to obligate such unobligated balances
and such Committees issue an approval, or
absent a response, a period of 30 days has
elapsed: Provided further, That the request to
obligate such unobligated balances must pro-
vide Congress notice that the entity de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 114
294, as amended, has exhausted available cost
containment approaches as set forth in the
agreement under section 2(c) of such Public
Law.

SEC. 257. (a) None of the funds appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2026 for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs may be obligated, awarded, or
expended to procure or purchase covered in-
formation technology equipment in cases
where the manufacturer, bidder, or offeror,
or any subsidiary or parent entity of the
manufacturer, bidder, or offeror, of the
equipment is an entity, or parent company
of an entity listed on any of the following:

(1) the Department of Defense’s Chinese
Military Company List;

(2) the Department of the Treasury’s Non-
SDN Chinese Military Industrial Complex
Companies List;

(3) the Department of Commerce’s Denied
Persons List, Entity List, or Military End
User List, if the entity is—

(A) an agency or instrumentality of the
People’s Republic of China;

(B) an entity headquartered in the People’s
Republic of China; or

(C) directly or indirectly owned or con-
trolled by an agency, instrumentality, or en-
tity described in subparagraph (A) or (B); or
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(4) the Department of Homeland Security’s
Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act Entity
List.

(b) APPLICABILITY TO THIRD PARTIES.—The
prohibition in subsection (a) also applies in
cases in which the Secretary has contracted
with a third party for the procurement, pur-
chase, or expenditure of funds on any of the
equipment and software described in such
subsection.

(c) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘covered information tech-
nology equipment’’ shall mean the following
equipment used in an office environment:
computers, printers, or interoperable
videoconferencing equipment used in or by
the Department of Veterans Affairs directly.
“Covered information technology equip-
ment’” shall not refer to services that use
such equipment, including cloud services.

SEC. 258. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used to pay award or incentive fees for con-
tractors whose performance has been judged
to be below satisfactory, behind schedule,
over budget, or has failed to meet the basic
requirements of a contract, unless the Agen-
cy determines that any such deviations are
due to unforeseeable events, government-
driven scope changes, or are not significant
within the overall scope of the project and/or
program and unless such awards or incentive
fees are consistent with section 16.401(e)(2) of
the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

SEC. 259. The Department is directed to
maintain staffing levels to facilitate the De-
partment’s own goals, including that bene-
fits claims are adjudicated according to the
125 day goal, and that healthcare appoint-
ments and service are provided in the time-
frames required by statute and regulation.

SEC. 260. The Department is directed to
provide quarterly briefings to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress on the status of implementation of
the provisions in Public Law 118-42 related
to veterans in the Freely Associated States
[FAS] in a way that is consistent with Con-
gressional intent, including engagement
with FAS governments, a projected timeline
for veterans in the FAS to receive hospital
care and medical services, and an estimate of
the cost of implementation.

SEC. 261. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Veterans Affairs in this Act may be used
in a manner that would—

(1) interfere with the ability of a veteran
to participate in a medicinal marijuana pro-
gram approved by a State;

(2) deny any services from the Department
to a veteran who is participating in such a
program; or

(3) limit or interfere with the ability of a
health care provider of the Department to
make appropriate recommendations, fill out
forms, or take steps to comply with such a
program.

TITLE III
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, including the acquisition
of land or interest in land in foreign coun-
tries; purchases and repair of uniforms for
caretakers of national cemeteries and monu-
ments outside of the United States and its
territories and possessions; rent of office and
garage space in foreign countries; purchase
(one-for-one replacement basis only) and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed
$15,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
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quired by law of such countries, $108,281,000
to remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission, such sums as may be
necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended, for purposes authorized by section
2109 of title 36, United States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims as authorized by sections 7251
through 7298 of title 38, United States Code,
$49,000,000, of which $3,000,000 shall be avail-
able until September 30, 2027: Provided, That
$4,256,000 shall be available for the purpose of
providing financial assistance as described
and in accordance with the process and re-
porting procedures set forth under this head-
ing in Public Law 102-229.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance,
operation, and improvement of Arlington
National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Air-
men’s Home National Cemetery, including
the purchase or lease of passenger motor ve-
hicles for replacement on a one-for-one basis
only, and not to exceed $2,000 for official re-
ception and representation expenses,
$118,780,450, of which not to exceed $15,000,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2028. In addition, such sums as may be nec-
essary for parking maintenance, repairs and
replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for
Defense Agencies’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed
Forces Retirement Home to operate and
maintain the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Washington, District of Columbia,
and the Armed Forces Retirement Home—
Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid from funds
available in the Armed Forces Retirement
Home Trust Fund, $79,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2027, of which
$2,072,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for construction and renovation of
the physical plants at the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Washington, District of Co-
lumbia, and the Armed Forces Retirement
Home—Gulfport, Mississippi: Provided, That
of the amounts made available under this
heading from funds available in the Armed
Forces Retirement Home Trust Fund,
$27,000,000 shall be paid from the general fund
of the Treasury to the Trust Fund.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

SEC. 301. Amounts deposited into the spe-
cial account established under 10 U.S.C. 7727
are appropriated and shall be available until
expended to support activities at the Army
National Military Cemeteries.

TITLE IV
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 401. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 402. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used for any program,
project, or activity, when it is made known
to the Federal entity or official to which the
funds are made available that the program,
project, or activity is not in compliance with
any Federal law relating to risk assessment,
the protection of private property rights, or
unfunded mandates.
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SEC. 403. All departments and agencies
funded under this Act are encouraged, within
the limits of the existing statutory authori-
ties and funding, to expand their use of ‘“E-
Commerce’” technologies and procedures in
the conduct of their business practices and
public service activities.

SEC. 404. Unless stated otherwise, all re-
ports and notifications required by this Act
shall be submitted to the Subcommittee on
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Subcommittee on Military
Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the Senate.

SEC. 405. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this or any other appropriations
Act.

SEC. 406. (a) Any agency receiving funds
made available in this Act, shall, subject to
subsections (b) and (c), post on the public
Web site of that agency any report required
to be submitted by the Congress in this or
any other Act, upon the determination by
the head of the agency that it shall serve the
national interest.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a re-
port if—

(1) the public posting of the report com-
promises national security; or

(2) the report contains confidential or pro-
prietary information.

(c) The head of the agency posting such re-
port shall do so only after such report has
been made available to the requesting Com-
mittee or Committees of Congress for no less
than 45 days.

SEC. 407. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 408. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used by an agency of the
executive branch to pay for first-class travel
by an employee of the agency in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 409. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to execute a con-
tract for goods or services, including con-
struction services, where the contractor has
not complied with Executive Order No. 12989.

SEC. 410. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used in contravention of
section 101(e)(8) of title 10, United States
Code.

SEC. 411. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able to the Department of Defense in this
Act may be used to construct, renovate, or
expand any facility in the United States, its
territories, or possessions to house any indi-
vidual detained at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for the pur-
poses of detention or imprisonment in the
custody or under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall
not apply to any modification of facilities at
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.

(¢c) An individual described in this sub-
section is any individual who, as of June 24,
2009, is located at United States Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—
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(1) is not a citizen of the United States or
a member of the Armed Forces of the United
States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective
control of the Department of Defense; or

(B) otherwise under detention at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

SEC. 412. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5502 of title
38, United States Code, in any case arising
out of the administration by the Secretary
of laws and benefits under such title, to re-
port a person who is deemed mentally inca-
pacitated, mentally incompetent, or to be
experiencing an extended loss of conscious-
ness as a person who has been adjudicated as
a mental defective under subsection (d)(4) or
(2)(4) of section 922 of title 18, United States
Code, without the order or finding of a judge,
magistrate, or other judicial authority of
competent jurisdiction that such person is a
danger to himself or herself or others.

SEC. 413. (a) Each department or agency
funded in this or any other appropriations
Act for fiscal year 2026 shall, no later than 60
days after enactment of this Act, report to
the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate on
funds that are allotted and available for obli-
gation as of the end of the reporting period
and on obligations as of the end of the re-
porting period: Provided, That such report
shall be delineated by: (1) program, project,
and activity level; (2) public law making
such funds available; and (3) period of avail-
ability: Provided further, That such reports
shall be transmitted to the Committees
monthly thereafter, on the fifteenth of each
such month, during the period of availability
of the relevant funds.

(b) The term ‘‘reporting period’ as used in
this section means the month that precedes
the date on which the department or agency
transmits the report to the Committees.

This division may be cited as the ‘“‘Military
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2026,
DIVISION B—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DE-

VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS-

TRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES AP-

PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for Agriculture, Rural Devel-
opment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2026, and for other purposes,
namely:

TITLE I
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, $51,792,000 of which not to exceed
$7,000,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary, of which
$650,000 shall be for the establishment of a
Seafood Industry Liaison; not to exceed
$1,896,000 shall be available for the Office of
Homeland Security; not to exceed $5,190,000
shall be available for the Office of Tribal Re-
lations, of which $1,000,000 shall be to con-
tinue a Tribal Public Health Resource Center
at a land grant university with existing in-
digenous public health expertise to expand
current partnerships and collaborative ef-
forts with indigenous groups to improve the
delivery of public health services and func-
tions in American Indian communities focus-
ing on indigenous food sovereignty; not to
exceed $6,000,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Partnerships and Public Engagement,
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of which $1,500,000 shall be for 7 U.S.C.
2279(c)(5); not to exceed $21,706,000 shall be
available for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Administration, of which
$20,000,000 shall be available for Depart-
mental Administration to provide for nec-
essary expenses for management support
services to offices of the Department and for
general administration, security, repairs and
alterations, and other miscellaneous supplies
and expenses not otherwise provided for and
necessary for the practical and efficient
work of the Department: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Administration mission area for
salaries and expenses are available to fund
up to one administrative support staff for
the Office; not to exceed $4,000,000 shall be
available for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations and Inter-
governmental Affairs to carry out the pro-
grams funded by this Act, including pro-
grams involving intergovernmental affairs
and liaison within the executive branch; and
not to exceed $6,000,000 shall be available for
the Office of Communications: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to transfer funds appropriated for
any office of the Office of the Secretary to
any other office of the Office of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $22,000 of the
amount made available under this paragraph
for the immediate Office of the Secretary
shall be available for official reception and
representation expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, as determined by the Secretary:
Provided further, That the amount made
available under this heading for Depart-
mental Administration shall be reimbursed
from applicable appropriations in this Act
for travel expenses incident to the holding of
hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551-558: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available
under this heading for the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary for Congressional Rela-
tions and Intergovernmental Affairs shall be
transferred to agencies of the Department of
Agriculture funded by this Act to maintain
personnel at the agency level: Provided fur-
ther, That no funds made available under
this heading for the Office of Assistant Sec-
retary for Congressional Relations may be
obligated after 30 days from the date of en-
actment of this Act, unless the Secretary
has notified the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress on the allo-
cation of these funds by USDA agency: Pro-
vided further, That during any 30 day notifi-
cation period referenced in section 716 of this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall take
no action to begin implementation of the ac-
tion that is subject to section 716 of this Act
or make any public announcement of such
action in any form.
EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Economist, $30,500,000, of which
$10,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative
agreements for policy research under 7
U.S.C. 3155: Provided, That of the amounts
made available under this heading, $2,450,000
shall be for an interdisciplinary center based
at a land grant university focused on agri-
cultural policy relevant to the Midwest re-
gion which will provide private entities, pol-
icymakers, and the public with timely in-
sights and targeted economic solutions: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $500,000 shall be
available to carry out section 224 of subtitle
A of the Department of Agriculture Reorga-
nization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6924), as amend-
ed by section 12504 of Public Law 115-334.
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OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Hearings and Appeals, $16,000,000.

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, $14,967,000.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Information Officer, $91,000,000, of
which not less than $77,428,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the department.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Financial Officer, $6,867,000.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR

CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
$1,466,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Civil
Rights mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Civil Rights, $37,000,000.

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For payment of space rental and related
costs pursuant to Public Law 92-313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of
General Services to the Department of Agri-
culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and
other actions needed for the Department and
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space
into configurations suitable for release to
the Administrator of General Services, and
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings

and facilities, and for vrelated costs,
$22,603,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601
et seq.) and the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.), $3,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That ap-
propriations and funds available herein to
the Department for Hazardous Materials
Management may be transferred to any
agency of the Department for its use in
meeting all requirements pursuant to the
above Acts on Federal and non-Federal
lands.

OFFICE OF SAFETY, SECURITY, AND
PROTECTION

For necessary expenses of the Office of

Safety, Security, and Protection, $20,800,000.
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978
(Public Law 95452; 5 TU.S.C. App.),
$111,561,000, including such sums as may be
necessary for contracting and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private per-
sons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5
U.S.C. App.), and including not to exceed
$125,000 for certain confidential operational
expenses, including the payment of inform-
ants, to be expended under the direction of
the Inspector General pursuant to the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (Public Law 95—
452; 5 U.S.C. App.) and section 1337 of the Ag-
riculture and Food Act of 1981 (Public Law
97-98).
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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

For necessary expenses of the Office of the

General Counsel, $60,537,000.
OFFICE OF ETHICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of

Ethics, $4,500,000.
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Research, Education,
and Economics, $1,884,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Research, Education, and Econom-
ics mission area for salaries and expenses are
available to fund up to one administrative
support staff for the Office: Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading, $500,000 shall be made available
for the Office of the Chief Scientist.

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the Economic
Research Service, $90,612,000.
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $187,513,000, of
which up to $46,000,000 shall be available
until expended for the Census of Agriculture:
Provided, That amounts made available for
the Census of Agriculture may be used to
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f): Provided
further, That the Secretary shall notify the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress in writing at least 30
days prior to discontinuing data collection
programs and reports.

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Research Service and for acquisition of lands
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a
nominal cost not to exceed $100,000 and with
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, and for land exchanges where the
lands exchanged shall be of equal value or
shall be equalized by a payment of money to
the grantor which shall not exceed 25 percent
of the total value of the land or interests
transferred out of Federal ownership,
$1,826,778,000: Provided, That appropriations
hereunder shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of aircraft and the
purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but unless otherwise provided, the
cost of constructing any one building shall
not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or
greenhouses which shall each be limited to
$1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be con-
structed or improved at a cost not to exceed
$1,100,000 each, and except for four buildings
to be constructed at a cost not to exceed
$5,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any
one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building or $500,000, whichever is
greater: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for enter-
ing into lease agreements at any Agricul-
tural Research Service location for the con-
struction of a research facility by a non-Fed-
eral entity for use by the Agricultural Re-
search Service and a condition of the lease
shall be that any facility shall be owned, op-
erated, and maintained by the non-Federal
entity and shall be removed upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease agreement:
Provided further, That the limitations on al-
terations contained in this Act shall not
apply to modernization or replacement of ex-
isting facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Pro-
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vided further, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available for granting easements at
the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center:
Provided further, That the foregoing limita-
tions shall not apply to replacement of build-
ings needed to carry out the Act of April 24,
1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That
appropriations hereunder shall be available
for granting easements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construc-
tion of a research facility by a non-Federal
entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and a condition
of the easements shall be that upon comple-
tion the facility shall be accepted by the
Secretary, subject to the availability of
funds herein, if the Secretary finds that ac-
ceptance of the facility is in the interest of
the United States: Provided further, That
funds may be received from any State, other
political subdivision, organization, or indi-
vidual for the purpose of establishing or op-
erating any research facility or research
project of the Agricultural Research Service,
as authorized by law: Provided further, That
no later than 60 days from the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide
a report to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both House of Congress that outlines
the current staffing levels and hiring plans
in fiscal year 2026 for each research unit.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For the acquisition of land, construction,
repair, improvement, extension, alteration,
and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities
as necessary to carry out the agricultural re-
search programs of the Department of Agri-
culture, where not otherwise provided,
$42,650,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be for the purposes, and
in the amounts, specified for this account in
the table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending’’ in the report accompanying this
Act.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

For payments to agricultural experiment
stations, for cooperative forestry and other
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $1,089,510,000, which shall be for the
purposes, in the amounts, and for the periods
of availability specified in the table titled
‘“‘National Institute of Food and Agriculture,
Research and Education Activities’ in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$5659,760,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended and of which $2,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That of the amounts provided under this
heading, $13,560,000 shall be for the purposes,
and in the amounts, specified for this ac-
count in the table titled ‘‘Congressionally
Directed Spending’ in the report accom-
panying this Act, to remain available until
expended, which shall not be subject to sec-
tion 6(c) and section 6(d) of the Research Fa-
cilities Act (7 U.S.C. 390d): Provided further,
That each institution eligible to receive
funds under the Evans-Allen program re-
ceives no less than $1,000,000: Provided fur-
ther, That funds for education grants for
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serving
institutions be made available to individual
eligible institutions or consortia of eligible
institutions with funds awarded equally to
each of the States of Alaska and Hawaii: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants
for 1890 institutions shall be made available
to institutions eligible to receive funds
under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Provided further,
That not more than 5 percent of the amounts
made available by this or any other Act to
carry out the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative under 7 U.S.C. 3157 may be re-
tained by the Secretary of Agriculture to

S4555

pay administrative costs incurred by the
Secretary in carrying out that authority.

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT
FUND

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law
103-382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

For payments to States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas,
and American Samoa, $561,700,000 which shall
be for the purposes, in the amounts, and for
the periods of availability specified in the
table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, Extension Activities’ in the re-
port accompanying this Act, of which
$32,500,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That institutions eligible
to receive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 for coop-
erative extension receive no less than
$1,000,000: Provided further, That funds for co-
operative extension under sections 3(b) and
(c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b)
and (c)) and section 208(c) of Public Law 93—
471 shall be available for retirement and em-
ployees’ compensation costs for extension
agents.

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES

For the integrated research,
and extension grants programs, including
necessary administrative expenses,
$41,100,000, which shall be for the purposes, in
the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, Inte-
grated Activities” in the report accom-
panying this Act, of which $8,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, indirect costs shall not be charged
against any Extension Implementation Pro-
gram Area grant awarded under the Crop
Protection/Pest Management Program (7
U.S.C. 7626).

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $1,617,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION
SERVICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, including
up to $30,000 for representation allowances
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 TU.S.C. 4085),
$1,167,534,000 which shall be for the purposes,
in the amounts, and for the periods of avail-
ability specified in the table titled ‘‘Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service’ in the
report accompanying this Act, of which
$601,5651,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended, of which $11,384,000 shall be for the
purposes, and in the amounts, specified for
this account in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Directed Spending” in the report ac-
companying this Act, to remain available
until expended, and of which $8,500,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2027:
Provided, That no funds shall be used to for-
mulate or administer a brucellosis eradi-
cation program for the current fiscal year
that does not require minimum matching by
the States of at least 40 percent: Provided
further, That this appropriation shall be

education,
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available for the purchase, replacement, op-
eration, and maintenance of aircraft: Pro-
vided further, That in addition, in emer-
gencies which threaten any segment of the
agricultural production industry of the
United States, the Secretary may transfer
from other appropriations or funds available
to the agencies or corporations of the De-
partment such sums as may be deemed nec-
essary, to be available only in such emer-
gencies for the arrest and eradication of con-
tagious or infectious disease or pests of ani-
mals, poultry, or plants, and for expenses in
accordance with sections 10411 and 10417 of
the Animal Health Protection Act (7 U.S.C.
8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 of the
Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 7772),
and any unexpended balances of funds trans-
ferred for such emergency purposes in the
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with
such transferred amounts: Provided further,
That the Secretary must notify the Commit-
tees on Appropriations about any transfer of
funds in the preceding proviso within 15 days
after such transfer being made: Provided fur-
ther, That appropriations hereunder shall be
available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for
the repair and alteration of leased buildings
and improvements, but unless otherwise pro-
vided the cost of altering any one building
during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 per-
cent of the current replacement value of the
building.

In fiscal year 2026, the agency is authorized
to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals,
provided that such fees are structured such
that any entity’s liability for such fees is
reasonably based on the technical assistance,
goods, or services provided to the entity by
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or
services.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, preventive
maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of

land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 2268a,
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
MARKETING SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, $222,887,000, which shall
be for the purposes and in the amounts speci-
fied in the table titled ‘‘Agricultural Mar-
keting Service—Marketing Services’ in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided,
That amounts made available for Dairy Busi-
ness Innovation Initiatives to carry out sec-
tion 12513 of Public Law 115-334 (7 U.S.C.
1632d) shall remain available until expended
and the Secretary shall take measures to en-
sure an equal distribution of funds between
the three regional innovation initiatives
that were first established using funds made
available under this heading in Public Law
116-6: Provided further, That this appropria-
tion shall be available pursuant to law (7
U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and repair of
buildings and improvements, but the cost of
altering any one building during the fiscal
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building.

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701), ex-
cept for the cost of activities relating to the
development or maintenance of grain stand-
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ards under the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act, 7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $62,596,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10
percent with notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME,
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32)

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds available under section 32 of the Act
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c¢), shall be
used only for commodity program expenses
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to
the Department of Commerce as authorized
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C.
742a et seq.); (2) transfers otherwise provided
in this Act; and (3) not more than $23,880,000
for formulation and administration of mar-
keting agreements and orders pursuant to
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961 (Pub-
lic Law 87-128).

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS

For payments to departments of agri-
culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)),
$1,000,000.

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING
SERVICES EXPENSES

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities
require additional supervision and oversight,
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD
SAFETY

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $1,117,000:
Provided, That funds made available by this
Act to an agency in the Food Safety mission
area for salaries and expenses are available
to fund up to one administrative support
staff for the Office.

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

For necessary expenses to carry out serv-
ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act,
including not to exceed $10,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3,
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,226,000,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public
Health Data Communication Infrastructure
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be
employed during fiscal year 2026 for purposes
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of
Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided
further, That the Food Safety and Inspection
Service shall continue implementation of
section 11016 of Public Law 110-246 as further
clarified by the amendments made in section
12106 of Public Law 113-79: Provided further,
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That this appropriation shall be available
pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alter-
ation and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but the cost of altering any one
building during the fiscal year shall not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building.
TITLE II
FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Farm Production and
Conservation, $1,527,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to an agency in
the Farm Production and Conservation mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
BUSINESS CENTER
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation Business Center,
$238,500,000, of which $1,000,000 shall be for
the implementation of section 773 of Public
Law 117-328: Provided, That $70,740,000 of
amounts appropriated for the current fiscal
year pursuant to section 1241(a) of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 1985
(16 U.S.C. 3841(a)) shall be transferred to and
merged with this account.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-
ice Agency, $1,209,307,000, of which not less
than $15,000,000 shall be for the hiring of new
employees to fill vacancies and anticipated
vacancies at Farm Service Agency county
offices and farm loan officers and shall be
available until September 30, 2027: Provided,
That the agency shall submit a report by the
end of the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2026
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress that identifies for each
project/investment that is operational (a)
current performance against key indicators
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or
other technical metrics, (¢) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline,
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of
whether the investment continues to meet
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further,
That the Secretary is authorized to use the
services, facilities, and authorities (but not
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided
further, That other funds made available to
the Agency for authorized activities may be
advanced to and merged with this account:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading, $696,594,000 shall
be made available to county offices, to re-
main available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding the preceding
proviso, any funds made available to county
offices in the current fiscal year that the Ad-
ministrator of the Farm Service Agency
deems to exceed or not meet the amount
needed for the county offices may be trans-
ferred to or from the Farm Service Agency
for necessary expenses: Provided further, That
none of the funds available for any depart-
ment or agency in this or any other appro-
priations Acts, including prior year Acts,
shall be used to close Farm Service Agency
county offices: Provided further, That none of
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the funds available to the Farm Service
Agency shall be used to permanently relo-
cate county based employees that would re-
sult in an office with two or fewer employees
without prior notification and approval of
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.
STATE MEDIATION GRANTS

For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 5101-5106), $6,500,000: Provided, That
the Secretary of Agriculture may determine
that United States territories and Federally
recognized Indian tribes are ‘‘States’ for the
purposes of Subtitle A of such Act.

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities
under section 12400 of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2), $7,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses involved in making
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and
manufacturers of dairy products under a
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
(Public Law 106-387, 114 Stat. 1549A-12).

GEOGRAPHICALLY DISADVANTAGED FARMERS

AND RANCHERS

For necessary expenses to carry out direct
reimbursement payments to geographically
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers under
section 1621 of the Food Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8792), $3,500,000,
to remain available until expended.

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (25 U.S.C. 5136), boll weevil loans
(7 U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation
loans (7 U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), and relending
program (7 U.S.C. 1936¢), to be available from
funds in the Agricultural Credit Insurance
Fund, as follows: $3,500,000,000 for guaranteed
farm ownership loans and $3,100,000,000 for
farm ownership direct loans; $2,000,000,000 for
unsubsidized guaranteed operating loans and
$1,633,000,000 for direct operating loans;
emergency loans, $14,388,000; Indian tribe
land acquisition loans, $20,000,000; guaran-
teed conservation loans, $150,000,000; and for
boll weevil eradication program loans,
$60,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary shall
deem the pink bollworm to be a boll weevil
for the purpose of boll weevil eradication
program loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans
and grants, including the cost of modifying
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
$1,000,000 for emergency loans, to remain
available until expended; $39,370,000 for farm
ownership direct loans, and $84,000 for boll
weevil eradication program loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $326,053,000: Provided,
That of this amount, $305,803,000 shall be paid
to the appropriation for ‘‘Farm Service
Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’.

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
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count for farm ownership, operating, con-
servation, and emergency direct loans and
loan guarantees may be transferred among
these programs: Provided, That the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress are notified at least 15 days in ad-
vance of any transfer.
RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $65,637,000: Provided, That
$1,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading in this Act shall be available for
compliance and integrity activities required
under section 516(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Crop
Insurance Act of 1938 (7 U.S.C. 1516(b)(2)(C)),
and shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise provided for such purpose: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $1,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation
expenses, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(1).
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

CONSERVATION OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16
U.S.C. 590a—f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including
farm irrigation and land drainage and such
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control
agricultural related pollutants); operation of
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination
of information; acquisition of lands, water,
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7
U.S.C. 2268a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $895,754,000, which shall be
for the purposes and in the amounts specified
in the table titled ‘‘Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, Conservation Operations’
in the report accompanying this Act, to re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided, That appropriations hereunder shall be
available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for con-
struction and improvement of buildings and
public improvements at plant materials cen-
ters, except that the cost of alterations and
improvements to other buildings and other
public improvements shall not exceed
$250,000: Provided further, That when build-
ings or other structures are erected on non-
Federal land, that the right to use such land
is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a.

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION
OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses to carry out pre-
ventive measures, including but not limited
to surveys and investigations, engineering
operations, works of improvement, and
changes in use of land, in accordance with
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009)
and in accordance with the provisions of
laws relating to the activities of the Depart-
ment, $562,360,000, to remain available until
expended, of which $32,360,000 shall be for the
purposes, and in the amounts, specified for
this account in the table titled ‘‘Congres-
sionally Directed Spending’’ in the report ac-
companying this Act: Provided, That for
funds provided by this Act or any other prior
Act, the limitation regarding the size of the
watershed or subwatershed exceeding two
hundred and fifty thousand acres in which
such activities can be undertaken shall only
apply for activities undertaken for the pri-
mary purpose of flood prevention (including
structural and land treatment measures):
Provided further, That of the amounts made
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available under this heading, $10,000,000 shall
be allocated to multi-benefit irrigation mod-
ernization projects and activities that in-
crease fish or wildlife habitat, reduce
drought impact, improve water quality or
instream flow, or provide off-channel renew-
able energy production.

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Under the authorities of section 14 of the
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Act, $1,000,000 is provided.

CORPORATIONS

The following corporations and agencies
are hereby authorized to make expenditures,
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or
agency and in accord with law, and to make
contracts and commitments without regard
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out
the programs set forth in the budget for the
current fiscal year for such corporation or
agency, except as hereinafter provided.
FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND

For payments as authorized by section 516
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended.

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the current fiscal year, such sums as
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 713a-11): Provided,
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for
information resource management activities
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion business: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate in writ-
ing 15 days prior to the obligation or com-
mitment of any emergency funds from the
Commodity Credit Corporation or the trans-
fer or cancellation of any previously obli-
gated Commodity Credit Corporation funds:
Provided further, That such written notifica-
tion shall include a detailed spend plan for
the anticipated uses of such funds and an ex-
pected timeline for program execution if
such obligation, commitment, transfer, or
cancellation exceeds $100,000,000.

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES)

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity
Credit Corporation shall not expend more
than $15,000,000 for site investigation and
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section
6001 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42
U.S.C. 6961).

TITLE IIT
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Rural Development,
$1,620,000: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Rural
Development mission area for salaries and
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expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the administration and implementation of
Rural Development programs, including ac-
tivities with institutions concerning the de-
velopment and operation of agricultural co-
operatives; and for cooperative agreements;
$351,087,000: Provided, That of the amount
made available under this heading, no less
than $75,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be used for information tech-
nology expenses: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law,
funds appropriated under this heading may
be used for advertising and promotional ac-
tivities that support Rural Development pro-
grams: Provided further, That in addition to
any other funds appropriated for purposes
authorized by section 502(i) of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472(i)), any amounts
collected under such section, as amended by
this Act, will immediately be credited to
this account and will remain available until
expended for such purposes: Provided further,
That of the amount made available under
this heading, $2,000,000, to remain available
until expended, shall be for the Secretary of
Agriculture to carry out a pilot program
that assists rural hospitals to improve long-
term operations and financial health by pro-
viding technical assistance through analysis
of current hospital management practices.

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, to be available from funds in the rural
housing insurance fund, as follows:
$1,000,000,000 shall be for section 502 direct
loans; $5,000,000 shall be for a Single Family
Housing Relending demonstration program
for Native American Tribes; and
$25,000,000,000 shall be for section 502 unsub-
sidized guaranteed loans; $25,000,000 for sec-
tion 504 housing repair loans; $50,000,000 for
section 515 rental housing; $400,000,000 for
section 538 guaranteed multi-family housing
loans; $10,000,000 for credit sales of single
family housing acquired property; $5,000,000
for section 523 self-help housing land devel-
opment loans; $5,000,000 for section 524 site
development loans; and $15,000,000 for section
514 direct farm labor housing loans.

For the cost of direct loans, guaranteed
loans, and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
section 502 direct loans, $130,600,000, of which
$32,650,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027; Single Family Housing Re-
lending demonstration program for Native
American Tribes, $2,469,000; section 504 hous-
ing repair loans, $4,333,000; repair, rehabilita-
tion, and new construction of section 515
rental housing, $15,130,000, to remain avail-
able until expended; section 523 self-help
housing land development loans, $657,000;
section 524 site development loans, $502,000;
section 514 farm labor housing loans,
$4,761,000, to remain available until ex-
pended; and farm labor housing grants, as
authorized by section 516 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1486), $7,500,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
That to support the loan program level for
section 538 guaranteed loans made available
under this heading the Secretary may charge
or adjust any fees to cover the projected cost
of such loan guarantees pursuant to the pro-
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visions of the Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2
U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the interest on such
loans may not be subsidized: Provided further,
That applicants in communities that have a
current rural area waiver under section 541
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q)
shall be treated as living in a rural area for
purposes of section 502 guaranteed loans pro-
vided under this heading: Provided further,
That of the amounts available under this
paragraph for section 502 direct loans, no less
than $5,000,000 shall be available for direct
loans for individuals whose homes will be
built pursuant to a program funded with a
mutual and self-help housing grant author-
ized by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949
until June 1, 2026: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall implement provisions to pro-
vide incentives to nonprofit organizations
and public housing authorities to facilitate
the acquisition of Rural Housing Service
(RHS) multifamily housing properties by
such mnonprofit organizations and public
housing authorities that commit to keep
such properties in the RHS multifamily
housing program for a period of time as de-
termined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the
following: allow such nonprofit entities and
public housing authorities to earn a Return
on Investment on the owner’s initial equity
contributions, as defined by the Secretary,
invested in the transaction; and allow reim-
bursement of organizational costs associated
with owner’s oversight of asset referred to as
‘““‘Asset Management Fee’ of up to $7,500 per
property.

In addition, for the cost of direct loans and
grants, including the cost of modifying
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, $34,000,000, to
remain available until expended, for a dem-
onstration program for the preservation and
revitalization of the sections 514, 515, and 516
multi-family rental housing properties to re-
structure existing USDA multi-family hous-
ing loans, as the Secretary deems appro-
priate, expressly for the purposes of ensuring
the project has sufficient resources to pre-
serve the project for the purpose of providing
safe and affordable housing for low-income
residents and farm laborers including reduc-
ing or eliminating interest; deferring loan
payments, subordinating, reducing or re-am-
ortizing loan debt; and other financial assist-
ance including advances, payments and in-
centives (including the ability of owners to
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided, That the
Secretary shall, as part of the preservation
and revitalization agreement, obtain a re-
strictive use agreement consistent with the
terms of the restructuring.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be
paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural Devel-
opment, Salaries and Expenses’’.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For rental assistance agreements entered
into or renewed pursuant to the authority
under section 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of
1949 or agreements entered into in lieu of
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible
households as authorized by section
502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949,
$1,715,000,000, and in addition such sums as
may be necessary, as authorized by section
521(c) of the Act, to liquidate debt incurred
prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rent-
al assistance program under section 521(a)(2)
of the Act: Provided, That amounts made
available under this heading shall be avail-
able for renewal of rental assistance agree-
ments for a maximum of 5,000 units where
the Secretary determines that a maturing
loan for a project cannot reasonably be re-
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structured with another USDA loan or modi-
fication and the project was operating with
rental assistance under section 521 of the
Housing Act of 1949: Provided further, That
the Secretary may enter into rental assist-
ance contracts in maturing properties with
existing rental assistance agreements not-
withstanding any provision of section 521 of
the Housing Act of 1949, for a term of at least
10 years but not more than 20 years: Provided
further, That any agreement to enter into a
rental assistance contract under section 521
of the Housing Act of 1949 for a maturing
property shall obligate the owner to con-
tinue to maintain the project as decent, safe,
and sanitary housing and to operate the de-
velopment in accordance with the Housing
Act of 1949, except that rents shall be based
on current Fair Market Rents as established
by the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart A,
42 U.S.C. 1437f and 3535d, to determine the
maximum initial rent and adjusted annually
by the Operating Cost Adjustment Factor
pursuant to 24 CFR 888 Subpart B, unless the
Agency determines that the project’s budget-
based needs require a higher rent, in which
case the Agency may approve a budget-based
rent level: Provided further, That rental as-
sistance agreements entered into or renewed
during the current fiscal year shall be funded
for a one year period: Provided further, That
upon request by an owner under section 514
or 515 of the Act, the Secretary may renew
the rental assistance agreement for a period
of 20 years or until the term of such loan has
expired, subject to annual appropriations:
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year
agreements may be transferred and used for
purposes of any debt reduction, mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation of any exist-
ing projects; preservation; and rental assist-
ance activities authorized under title V of
the Act: Provided further, That rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into
prior to fiscal year 2026 for a farm labor
multi-family housing project financed under
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be re-
captured for use in another project until
such assistance has remained unused for a
period of twelve consecutive months, if such
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking
such assistance or the project has rental as-
sistance eligible tenants who are not receiv-
ing such assistance: Provided further, That
such recaptured rental assistance shall, to
the extent practicable, be applied to another
farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act:
Provided further, That except as provided in
the eighth proviso under this heading and
notwithstanding any other provision of the
Act, the Secretary may recapture rental as-
sistance provided under agreements entered
into prior to fiscal year 2026 for a project
that the Secretary determines no longer
needs rental assistance and use such recap-
tured funds for current needs: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition to any other available
funds, the Secretary may expend not more
than $1,000,000 total, from the program funds
made available under this heading, for infor-
mation technology improvements under this
heading.
RURAL HOUSING VOUCHER ACCOUNT

For the rural housing voucher program as
authorized under section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection
(b) of such section, $48,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That the
funds made available under this heading
shall be available for rural housing vouchers
to any low-income household (including
those not receiving rental assistance) resid-
ing in a property financed with a section 515
loan which has been prepaid or otherwise
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paid off after September 30, 2005, and is not
receiving stand-alone section 521 rental as-
sistance: Provided further, That the amount
of such voucher shall be the difference be-
tween comparable market rent for the sec-
tion 515 unit and the tenant paid rent for
such unit: Provided further, That funds made
available for such vouchers shall be subject
to the availability of annual appropriations:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to
the maximum extent practicable, administer
such vouchers with current regulations and
administrative guidance applicable to sec-
tion 8 housing vouchers administered by the
Secretary of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development: Provided further, That in
addition to any other available funds, the
Secretary may expend not more than
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made
available under this heading, for administra-
tive expenses for activities funded under this
heading.
MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS

For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-
tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490c), $25,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For grants for very low-income housing re-
pair and rural housing preservation made by
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $35,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $1,250,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $650,000,000 for guaranteed
loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
community facilities programs as authorized
by section 306 and described in section
381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $217,436,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which
$199,436,000 shall be for the purposes, and in
the amounts specified in the table titled
“‘Congressionally Directed Spending’ in the
report accompanying this Act: Provided,
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for a
Rural Community Development Initiative:
Provided further, That such funds shall be
used solely to develop the capacity and abil-
ity of private, nonprofit community-based
housing and community development organi-
zations, low-income rural communities, and
Federally Recognized Native American
Tribes to undertake projects to improve
housing, community facilities, community
and economic development projects in rural
areas: Provided further, That such funds shall
be made available to qualified private, non-
profit and public intermediary organizations
proposing to carry out a program of financial
and technical assistance: Provided further,
That such intermediary organizations shall
provide matching funds from other sources,
including Federal funds for related activi-
ties, in an amount not less than funds pro-
vided: Provided further, That any unobligated
balances from prior year appropriations
under this heading for the cost of direct
loans, loan guarantees and grants, including
amounts deobligated or cancelled, may be
made available to cover the subsidy costs for
direct loans, loan guarantees and or grants
under this heading in this fiscal year: Pro-
vided further, That no amounts may be made
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available pursuant to the preceding proviso
from amounts that were designated by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Provided
further, That amounts specified in the tables
titled ‘“‘Community Project Funding/Con-
gressionally Directed Spending’ in the ex-
planatory statements accompanying prior
yvear Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Acts, as described in sec-
tion 4 in the matter preceding division A of
such Acts, may not be made available pursu-
ant to the fifth proviso until at least three
fiscal years after the fiscal year in which
such funds were originally made available:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the preceding
proviso without prior notification and ap-
proval of the Committees of Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress: Provided further,
That $13,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for
community facilities grants, as authorized
by section 306(a)(19) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act, of which
$8,000,000 shall be for grants to tribal colleges
as authorized by section 306(a)(25) of such
Act: Provided further, That sections 381E-H
and 381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading:
Provided further, That in addition to any
other available funds, the Secretary may ex-
pend not more than $1,000,000 total, from the
program funds made available under this
heading, for administrative expenses for ac-
tivities funded under this heading.

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE

RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of guaranteed loans as authorized by
section 310B of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(2)),
$1,750,000,000.

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants,
for the rural business development programs
authorized by section 310B and described in
subsections (a), (¢), (f) and (g) of section 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $55,575,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $15,575,000
shall be for business and industry guaranteed
loans: Provided further, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, $26,000,000
shall be for rural business development
grants as authorized by section 310B(c) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act, of which not to exceed $500,000 shall be
made available for one grant to a qualified
national organization to provide technical
assistance for rural transportation in order
to promote economic development: Provided
further, That of the amount appropriated
under this heading, $10,000,000 shall be for
grants to the Delta Regional Authority (7
U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.), the Northern Border
Regional Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101 et
seq.), the Southwest Border Regional Com-
mission (40 U.S.C. 156301 et seq.), and the Ap-
palachian Regional Commission (40 U.S.C.
14101 et seq.) for any Rural Community Ad-
vancement Program purpose as described in
section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which not more
than 5 percent may be used for administra-
tive expenses: Provided further, That
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for business grants to
benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to
a qualified national organization to provide
technical assistance for rural transportation
in order to promote economic development:
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Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to funds
made available under this heading.

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b),
$13,000,000.

For the cost of direct loans, $2,954,000, as
authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of
which $295,000 shall be available through
June 30, 2026, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $591,000
shall be available through June 30, 2026, for
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-
mined in accordance with Public Law 100-
460): Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000
shall be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural
Development, Salaries and Expenses’’.

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized under section 313B(a) of the
Rural Electrification Act, for the purpose of
promoting rural economic development and
job creation projects, $50,000,000.

The cost of grants authorized under sec-
tion 313B(a) of the Rural Electrification Act,
for the purpose of promoting rural economic
development and job creation projects shall
not exceed $10,000,000.

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

For rural cooperative development grants
authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $24,800,000, of which $3,500,000
shall be for cooperative agreements for the
appropriate technology transfer for rural
areas program: Provided, That not to exceed
$3,000,000 shall be for grants for cooperative
development centers, individual coopera-
tives, or groups of cooperatives that serve
socially disadvantaged groups and a major-
ity of the boards of directors or governing
boards of which are comprised of individuals
who are members of socially disadvantaged
groups; and of which $12,500,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for value-
added agricultural product market develop-
ment grants, as authorized by section 210A of
the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, of
which $1,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for Agriculture Innovation
Centers authorized pursuant to section 6402
of Public Law 107-171.

RURAL MICROENTREPRENEUR ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For the principal amount of direct loans as
authorized by section 379E of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7
U.S.C. 2008s), $19,515,000.

For the cost of loans and grants, $5,000,000
under the same terms and conditions as au-
thorized by section 379E of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
2008s).

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM

For the principal amount of loan guaran-
tees, under the same terms and conditions as
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8107), $100,000,000.

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE

For the cost of loans and grants that is
consistent with section 243 of subtitle D of
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title II of the Department of Agriculture Re-
organization Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 6953), as
added by section 4206 of the Agricultural Act
of 2014, for necessary expenses of the Sec-
retary to support projects that provide ac-
cess to healthy food in underserved areas, to
create and preserve quality jobs, and to revi-
talize low-income communities, $500,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That such costs of loans, including the cost
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.
RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381KE(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, as follows:
$1,015,000,000 for direct loans; and $50,000,000
for guaranteed loans.

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees and grants, including the cost of modi-
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, for rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D,
306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, $443,776,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That $51,476,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for di-
rect loans, of which no less than $3,876,000
shall be available for water and waste direct
one percent loans for distressed communities
as the Secretary deems appropriate: Provided
Sfurther, That $1,000,000 shall be available for
the rural utilities program described in sec-
tion 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act: Provided further,
That $5,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be available for the
rural utilities program described in section
306E of such Act: Provided further, That
$10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for grants authorized
by section 306A(i)(2) of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act in addi-
tion to funding authorized by section
306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That
$65,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B)
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act, and the De-
partment of Hawaiian Home Lands (of the
State of Hawaii): Provided further, That fund-
ing provided for section 306D of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may
be provided to a consortium formed pursuant
to section 325 of Public Law 105-83: Provided
further, That not more than 2 percent of the
funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
may be used by the State of Alaska for train-
ing and technical assistance programs and
not more than 2 percent of the funding pro-
vided for section 306D of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act may be
used by a consortium formed pursuant to
section 325 of Public Law 105-83 for training
and technical assistance programs: Provided
further, That $35,000,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for tech-
nical assistance grants for rural water and
waste systems pursuant to section 306(a)(14)
of such Act, unless the Secretary makes a
determination of extreme need, of which
$9,000,000 shall be made available for a grant
to a qualified nonprofit multi-State regional
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technical assistance organization, with expe-
rience in working with small communities
on water and waste water problems, the prin-
cipal purpose of such grant shall be to assist
rural communities with populations of 3,300
or less, in improving the planning, financing,
development, operation, and management of
water and waste water systems, and of which
not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified
national Native American organization to
provide technical assistance for rural water
systems for tribal communities: Provided fur-
ther, That $23,900,000 of the amount appro-
priated under this heading shall be for con-
tracting with qualified national organiza-
tions for a circuit rider program to provide
technical assistance for rural water systems:
Provided further, That $4,000,000 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for solid waste management grants:
Provided further, That $240,400,000 of the
amounts made available under this heading
shall be for grants pursuant to section
306(a)(2)(a) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act: Provided further,
That $8,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be transferred to,
and merged with, the Rural Utilities Service,
High Energy Cost Grants Account to provide
grants authorized under section 19 of the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C.
918a): Provided further, That if any funds
made available for the direct loan subsidy
costs under this heading remain unobligated
after July 31, 2026, such unobligated balances
may be used for grant programs funded
under this heading: Provided further, That
any unobligated balances from prior year ap-
propriations under this heading for the cost
of direct loans, loan guarantees and grants,
including amounts deobligated or cancelled,
may be made available to cover the subsidy
costs for direct loans, loan guarantees and or
grants under this heading in this fiscal year:
Provided further, That no amounts may be
made available pursuant to the two pre-
ceding provisos from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading.

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-

CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The principal amount of loans and loan
guarantees as authorized by sections 4, 305,
306, 313A, and 317 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 904, 935, 936, 940c-1, and
940g) shall be made as follows: guaranteed
rural electric loans made pursuant to section
306 of that Act, $2,667,000,000; cost of money
direct loans made pursuant to sections 4,
notwithstanding the one-eighth of one per-
cent in 4(c)(2), and 317, notwithstanding
317(c), of that Act, $4,333,000,000; guaranteed
underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A
of that Act, $900,000,000; for cost-of-money
rural telecommunications loans made pursu-
ant to section 305(d)(2) of that Act,
$350,000,000; and for guaranteed rural tele-
communications loans made pursuant to sec-
tion 306 of that Act, $200,000,000: Provided,
That up to $2,000,000,000 shall be used for the
construction, acquisition, design, engineer-
ing or improvement of fossil-fueled electric
generating plants (whether new or existing)
that utilize carbon subsurface utilization
and storage systems.

For the cost of direct loans as authorized
by section 305(d)(2) of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935(d)(2)), including
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
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of 1974, cost of money rural telecommuni-
cations loans, $3,570,000.

In addition, $4,200,000 to remain available
until expended, to carry out section 6407 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That
the energy efficiency measures supported by
the funding in this paragraph shall con-
tribute in a demonstrable way to the reduc-
tion of greenhouse gases.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall
be paid to the appropriation for ‘‘Rural De-
velopment, Salaries and Expenses’.

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND
BROADBAND PROGRAM

For grants for telemedicine and distance
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $40,610,000, to
remain available until expended, of which
$610,000 shall be for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified for this account in the
table titled ‘‘Congressionally Directed
Spending” in the report accompanying this
Act: Provided, That $3,000,000 shall be made
available for grants authorized by section
379G of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act: Provided further, That fund-
ing provided under this heading for grants
under section 379G of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act may only be pro-
vided to entities that meet all of the eligi-
bility criteria for a consortium as estab-
lished by this section.

For the cost to continue a broadband loan
and grant pilot program established by sec-
tion 779 of division A of the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141)
under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.), $35,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided,
That the Secretary may award grants de-
scribed in section 601(a) of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936, as amended (7 U.S.C.
950bb(a)) for the purposes of carrying out
such pilot program: Provided further, That
the cost of direct loans shall be defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That at least 90 per-
cent of the households to be served by a
project receiving a loan or grant under the
pilot program shall be in a rural area with-
out sufficient access to broadband: Provided
further, That for purposes of such pilot pro-
gram, a rural area without sufficient access
to broadband shall be defined as twenty-five
megabits per second downstream and three
megabits per second upstream: Provided fur-
ther, That to the extent possible, projects re-
ceiving funds provided under the pilot pro-
gram must build out service to at least one
hundred megabits per second downstream,
and twenty megabits per second upstream:
Provided further, That an entity to which a
loan or grant is made under the pilot pro-
gram shall not use the loan or grant to over-
build or duplicate broadband service in a
service area by any entity that has received
a broadband loan from the Rural Utilities
Service unless such service is not provided
sufficient access to broadband at the min-
imum service threshold: Provided further,
That not more than four percent of the funds
made available in this paragraph can be used
for administrative costs to carry out the
pilot program and up to three percent of
funds made available in this paragraph may
be available for technical assistance and pre-
development planning activities to support
the most rural communities: Provided fur-
ther, That the Rural Utilities Service is di-
rected to expedite program delivery methods
that would implement this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That for purposes of this para-
graph, the Secretary shall adhere to the no-
tice, reporting and service area assessment
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requirements set forth in section 701 of the
Rural Electrification Act (7 U.S.C. 950cc).

In addition, $20,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for the Community Connect
Grant Program authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950bb-
3.

TITLE IV
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD,
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and
Consumer Services, $1,127,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Food, Nutrition and Consumer
Services mission area for salaries and ex-
penses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office.

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21,
and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21;
$36,285,902,000 to remain available through
September 30, 2027, of which such sums as are
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246), as amended by this
Act, shall be merged with and available for
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total
amount available, $18,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.):
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $21,918,000 shall be available to
carry out studies and evaluations and shall
remain available until expended: Provided
further, That of the total amount available,
$5,000,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended to carry out section 18(g) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(g)): Provided further, That not-
withstanding section 18(g)(3)(C) of the Rich-
ard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1769(2)(3)(c)), the total grant amount
provided to a farm to school grant recipient
in fiscal year 2026 shall not exceed $500,000:
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $10,000,000 shall be available to
provide competitive grants to State agencies
for subgrants to local educational agencies
and schools to purchase the equipment, with
a value of greater than $1,000, needed to
serve healthier meals, improve food safety,
and to help support the establishment, main-
tenance, or expansion of the school breakfast
program: Provided further, That of the total
amount available, $1,500,000 shall remain
available until expended to carry out activi-
ties authorized under subsections (a)(2) and
(e)(2) of section 21 of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769b—
1(a)(2) and (e)(2)): Provided further, That sec-
tion 26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
¢2010 through 2026° and inserting ‘2010
through 2027°’: Provided further, That section
9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
“For fiscal year 2025”’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2026°’: Provided further, That section
9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
“For fiscal year 2025’ and inserting ‘‘For fis-
cal year 2026".

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM

FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)

For necessary expenses to carry out the

special supplemental nutrition program as
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authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $8,200,000,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2027: Provided, That notwithstanding section
17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1786(h)(10)), not less than $90,000,000
shall be used for breastfeeding peer coun-
selors and other related activities, and
$14,000,000 shall be used for infrastructure,
including investments to develop strategies
to improve timely program data collection
and reporting: Provided further, That funds
made available under this heading may be
used to award grants and cooperative agree-
ments to State agencies or other entities:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall use
funds made available under this heading to
maintain the amount for the cash-value
voucher for women and children participants
at an amount recommended by the National
Academies of Science, Engineering and Medi-
cine and adjusted for inflation: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds provided in this
account shall be available for the purchase of
infant formula except in accordance with the
cost containment and competitive bidding
requirements specified in section 17 of such
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds
provided shall be available for activities that
are not fully reimbursed by other Federal
Government departments or agencies unless
authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a fed-
erally mandated vendor moratorium and
subject to terms and conditions established
by the Secretary, the Secretary may waive
the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the
request of a State agency.
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), $118,139,341,000, of which
$3,000,000,000, to remain available through
September 30, 2027, shall be placed in reserve
for use only in such amounts and at such
times as may become necessary to carry out
program operations: Provided, That funds
provided herein shall be expended in accord-
ance with section 16 of the Food and Nutri-
tion Act of 2008: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$998,000 may be used to provide nutrition
education services to State agencies and
Federally Recognized Tribes participating in
the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations: Provided further, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$3,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, shall be used to carry out
section 4003(b) of Public Law 115-334 relating
to demonstration projects for tribal organi-
zations: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $3,000,000
shall be used to carry out section 4208 of
Public Law 115-334: Provided further, That
this appropriation shall be subject to any
work registration or workfare requirements
as may be required by law: Provided further,
That funds made available for Employment
and Training under this heading shall re-
main available through September 30, 2027:
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading for section 28(d)(1), sec-
tion 4(b), and section 27(a) of the Food and
Nutrition Act of 2008 shall remain available
through September 30, 2027: Provided further,
That none of the funds made available under
this heading may be obligated or expended in
contravention of section 213A of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A):
Provided further, That funds made available
under this heading may be used to enter into
contracts and employ staff to conduct stud-
ies, evaluations, or to conduct activities re-
lated to program integrity provided that
such activities are authorized by the Food
and Nutrition Act of 2008.
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COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out dis-
aster and commodity assistance, $516,070,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2027, of which $425,000,000 shall be for the
Commodity Supplemental Food Program, as
authorized by section 4(a) of the Agriculture
and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 (7
U.S.C. 612¢ note), $80,000,000 shall be for the
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983,
$1,070,000 shall be for assistance for the nu-
clear affected islands, as authorized by sec-
tion 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Associa-
tion Amendments Act of 2003 (Public Law
108-188), and $10,000,000 shall be for the Farm-
ers’ Market Nutrition Program, as author-
ized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966: Provided, That none of these
funds shall be available to reimburse the
Commodity Credit Corporation for commod-
ities donated to the program: Provided fur-
ther, That notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, effective with funds made avail-
able in fiscal year 2026 to support the Seniors
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 4402 of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002, such funds
shall remain available through September
30, 2027: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under section 27(a) of the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C.
2036(a)), the Secretary may use up to 20 per-
cent for costs associated with the distribu-
tion of commodities.

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary administrative expenses of
the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $177,348,000: Provided, That of the funds
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law
107-171, as amended by section 4401 of Public
Law 110-246.

TITLE V

FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED
PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agri-
cultural Affairs, $932,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to any
agency in the Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Codex Alimentarius, $4,922,000, including not
to exceed $40,000 for official reception and
representation expenses.

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, including not to exceed
$250,000 for representation allowances and for
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766),
$227,330,000, of which no more than 6 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2027, for overseas operations to include the
payment of locally employed staff: Provided,
That the Service may utilize advances of
funds, or reimburse this appropriation for ex-
penditures made on behalf of Federal agen-
cies, public and private organizations and in-
stitutions under agreements executed pursu-
ant to the agricultural food production as-
sistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the for-
eign assistance programs of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $5,000,000,
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to remain available until expended, shall be

for the Cochran Fellowship Program, as au-

thorized by 7 U.S.C. 3293, $4,000,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for the

Borlaug International Agricultural Science

and Technology Fellowship program, as au-

thorized by 7 U.S.C. 3319j, and up to
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the purpose of offsetting
fluctuations in international currency ex-
change rates, subject to documentation by
the Foreign Agricultural Service.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS

For expenses during the current fiscal
year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83-480), for commodities supplied in
connection with dispositions abroad under
title II of said Act, $1,500,000,000, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That of
the amount made available under this head-
ing, $1,000,000, shall be for the Secretary of
Agriculture, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State and heads of other relevant
Federal departments and agencies as appli-
cable, to conduct an interagency review and,
within 60 days of enactment of this Act, pro-
vide a detailed report outlining the process
and agency needs to support a transfer of the
Food for Peace program from the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development to the For-
eign Agricultural Service within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture: Provided further, That
such report shall include the requirements
outlined in the section entitled ‘‘Food for
Peace Interagency Review and Report” in
the report accompanying this Act and shall
also address any other needs that the De-
partment of Agriculture believes will be re-
quired to support successful implementation
of such program transfer.

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR
EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM
GRANTS
For necessary expenses to carry out the

provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-

rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7

U.S.C. 17360-1), $240,000,000, to remain avail-

able until expended: Provided, That the Com-

modity Credit Corporation is authorized to
provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such
section, subject to reimbursement from
amounts provided herein: Provided further,

That of the amount made available under

this heading, not more than 10 percent, but

not less than $24,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended to purchase agricultural
commodities as described in subsection

3107(a)(2) of the Farm Security and Rural In-

vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 17360-1(a)(2)).

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT
(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103,
$6,063,000, to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, which shall be paid to the
appropriation for ‘‘Foreign Agricultural
Service, Salaries and Expenses’’.

TITLE VI
RELATED AGENCIES AND FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN

SERVICES

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Food and
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
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chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92-313 for programs and
activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of
Columbia or elsewhere; for miscellaneous
and emergency expenses of enforcement ac-
tivities, authorized and approved by the Sec-
retary and to be accounted for solely on the
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000;
and notwithstanding section 521 of Public
Law 107-188; $7,015,038,000: Provided, That of
the amount provided under this heading,
$1,543,226,000 shall be derived from prescrip-
tion drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379h, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$445,808,000 shall be derived from medical de-
vice user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j,
and shall be credited to this account and re-
main available until expended; $665,438,000
shall be derived from human generic drug
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-42, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $55,731,000 shall be
derived from biosimilar biological product
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-52, and
shall be credited to this account and remain
available until expended; $34,142,000 shall be
derived from animal drug user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-12, and shall be credited
to this account and remain available until
expended; $26,503,000 shall be derived from ge-
neric new animal drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-21, and shall be credited to
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $712,000,000 shall be derived from to-
bacco product user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 387s, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended:
Provided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this
heading, amounts collected for prescription
drug user fees, medical device user fees,
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-
logical product user fees, animal drug user
fees, and generic new animal drug user fees
that exceed the respective fiscal year 2026
limitations are appropriated and shall be
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That
fees derived from prescription drug, medical
device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic
new animal drug assessments for fiscal year
2026, including any such fees collected prior
to fiscal year 2026 but credited for fiscal year
2026, shall be subject to the fiscal year 2026
limitations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may accept payment during fiscal
year 2026 of user fees specified under this
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2027,
prior to the due date for such fees, and that
amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal year
2027 for which the Secretary accepts pay-
ment in fiscal year 2026 shall not be included
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used
to develop, establish, or operate any program
of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $1,171,319,000 shall be for the
Human Foods Program and for related field
activities, including inspections, investiga-
tions, and import operations, conducted by
the Human Foods Program, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist, of which no less than
$15,000,000 shall be used for inspections of for-
eign seafood manufacturers and field exami-
nations of imported seafood; (2) $2,497,463,000
shall be for the Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research and for related field activities,
including inspections, investigations, and
import operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist, of which
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no less than $10,000,000 shall be for pilots to
increase unannounced foreign inspections
and shall remain available until expended;
(3) $625,756,000 shall be for the Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Research and for re-
lated field activities, including inspections,
investigations, and import operations, con-
ducted by the Center, the Office of Inspec-
tions and Investigations, or the Office of the
Chief Scientist; (4) $286,442,000 shall be for
the Center for Veterinary Medicine and for
related field activities, including inspec-
tions, investigations, and import operations,
conducted by the Center, the Office of In-
spections and Investigations, or the Office of
the Chief Scientist; (5) $863,358,000 shall be
for the Center for Devices and Radiological
Health and for related field activities, in-
cluding inspections, investigations, and im-
port operations, conducted by the Center,
the Office of Inspections and Investigations,
or the Office of the Chief Scientist; (6)
$77,740,000 shall be for the National Center
for Toxicological Research; (7) $689,258,000
shall be for the Center for Tobacco Products
and for related field activities, including in-
spections, investigations, and import oper-
ations, conducted by the Center, the Office of
Inspections and Investigations, or the Office
of the Chief Scientist; (8) $434,455,000 shall be
for Rent and Related activities, of which
$565,112,000 is for White Oak Consolidation,
other than the amounts paid to the General
Services Administration for rent; (9)
$219,639,000 shall be for payments to the Gen-
eral Services Administration for rent; and
(10) $369,267,000 shall be for other activities,
including the Office of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, the Office of the Chief Sci-
entist, the Office of the Chief Medical Offi-
cer, and central services for these offices:
Provided further, That not to exceed $25,000 of
this amount shall be for official reception
and representation expenses, not otherwise
provided for, as determined by the Commis-
sioner: Provided further, That any transfer of
funds pursuant to, and for the administra-
tion of, section 770(n) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n))
shall only be from amounts made available
under this heading for other activities and
shall not exceed $2,000,000: Provided further,
That of the amounts that are made available
under this heading for ‘‘other activities”,
and that are not derived from user fees,
$1,500,000 shall be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services—Office of In-
spector General” for oversight of the pro-
grams and operations of the Food and Drug
Administration and shall be in addition to
funds otherwise made available for oversight
of the Food and Drug Administration: Pro-
vided further, That funds may be transferred
from one specified activity to another with
the prior approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381,
priority review user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary
qualified importer program fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-31, outsourcing facility fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-62, prescription
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
3563(e)(3), third-party logistics provider 1li-
censing and inspection fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360eee-3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), medical
countermeasure priority review voucher user
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-4a, and
fees relating to over-the-counter monograph
drugs authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-72 shall be
credited to this account, to remain available
until expended.
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BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
For plans, construction, repair, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, demolition, and
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities of
or used by the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, where not otherwise provided,
$5,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

INDEPENDENT AGENCY
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION
LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $106,500,000 (from assess-
ments collected from farm credit institu-
tions, including the Federal Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation) shall be obligated
during the current fiscal year for adminis-
trative expenses as authorized under 12
U.S.C. 2249: Provided, That this limitation
shall not apply to expenses associated with
receiverships: Provided further, That the
agency may exceed this limitation by up to
10 percent with notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress: Provided further, That the purposes
of section 3.7(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Farm Credit
Act of 1971 (12 U.S.C. 2128(b)(2)(A)(i)), the
Farm Credit Administration may exempt, an
amount in its sole discretion, from the appli-
cation of the limitation provided in that
clause of export loans described in the clause
guaranteed or insured in a manner other
than described in subclause (II) of the clause.

TITLE VII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 701. The Secretary may use any appro-
priations made available to the Department
of Agriculture in this Act to purchase new
passenger motor vehicles, in addition to spe-
cific appropriations for this purpose, so long
as the total number of vehicles purchased in
fiscal year 2026 does not exceed the number
of vehicles owned or leased in fiscal year
2018: Provided, That, prior to purchasing ad-
ditional motor vehicles, the Secretary must
determine that such vehicles are necessary
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life,
property, and public safety: Provided further,
That the Secretary may not increase the De-
partment of Agriculture’s fleet above the
2018 level unless the Secretary notifies in
writing, and receives approval from, the
Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress within 30 days of the no-
tification.

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or
any other available unobligated discre-
tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of
property, plant and equipment and for the
improvement, delivery, and implementation
of Department financial, and administrative
information technology services, and other
support systems necessary for the delivery of
financial, administrative, and information
technology services, including cloud adop-
tion and migration, of primary benefit to the
agencies of the Department of Agriculture,
such transferred funds to remain available
until expended: Provided, That none of the
funds made available by this Act or any
other Act shall be transferred to the Work-
ing Capital Fund without the prior approval
of the agency administrator: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds transferred to
the Working Capital Fund pursuant to this
section shall be available for obligation
without written notification to and the prior
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
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tions of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to make
any changes to the Department’s National
Finance Center without written notification
to and prior approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress as
required by section 716 of this Act: Provided
further, That none of the funds appropriated
by this Act or made available to the Depart-
ment’s Working Capital Fund shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure to initiate,
plan, develop, implement, or make any
changes to remove or relocate any systems,
missions, personnel, or functions of the of-
fices of the Chief Financial Officer and the
Chief Information Officer, co-located with or
from the National Finance Center prior to
written notification to and prior approval of
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress and in accordance with
the requirements of section 716 of this Act:
Provided further, That the National Finance
Center Information Technology Services Di-
vision personnel and data center manage-
ment responsibilities, and control of any
functions, missions, and systems for current
and future human resources management
and integrated personnel and payroll sys-
tems (PPS) and functions provided by the
Chief Financial Officer and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall remain in the National
Finance Center and under the management
responsibility and administrative control of
the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary of Agriculture and
the offices of the Chief Financial Officer
shall actively market to existing and new
Departments and other government agencies
National Finance Center shared services in-
cluding, but not limited to, payroll, financial
management, and human capital shared
services and allow the National Finance Cen-
ter to perform technology upgrades: Provided
further, That of annual income amounts in
the Working Capital Fund of the Department
of Agriculture attributable to the amounts
in excess of the true costs of the shared serv-
ices provided by the National Finance Center
and budgeted for the National Finance Cen-
ter, the Secretary shall reserve not more
than 4 percent for the replacement or acqui-
sition of capital equipment, including equip-
ment for the improvement, delivery, and im-
plementation of financial, administrative,
and information technology services, and
other systems of the National Finance Cen-
ter or to pay any unforeseen, extraordinary
cost of the National Finance Center: Provided
further, That none of the amounts reserved
shall be available for obligation unless the
Secretary submits written notification of
the obligation to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That the limitations on the ob-
ligation of funds pending notification to
Congressional Committees shall not apply to
any obligation that, as determined by the
Secretary, is necessary to respond to a de-
clared state of emergency that significantly
impacts the operations of the National Fi-
nance Center; or to evacuate employees of
the National Finance Center to a safe haven
to continue operations of the National Fi-
nance Center.

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost
rates on cooperative agreements or similar
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose
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of such cooperative arrangements is to carry
out programs of mutual interest between the
two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants
and contracts with such institutions when
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act.

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until
expended to disburse obligations made in the
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: The Rural Development Loan Fund
program account, the Rural Electrification
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance
Fund program account.

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act
may be used to acquire new information
technology systems or significant upgrades,
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification
to and the prior approval of the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That notwithstanding
section 11319 of title 40, United States Code,
none of the funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for information tech-
nology shall be obligated for projects, con-
tracts, or other agreements over $25,000 prior
to receipt of written approval by the Chief
Information Officer: Provided further, That
the Chief Information Officer may authorize
an agency to obligate funds without written
approval from the Chief Information Officer
for projects, contracts, or other agreements
up to $250,000 based upon the performance of
an agency measured against the performance
plan requirements described in the explana-
tory statement accompanying Public Law
113-235.

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal
year.

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former Rural Utilities Serv-
ice borrower that has repaid or prepaid an
insured, direct or guaranteed loan under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, or any not-
for-profit utility that is eligible to receive
an insured or direct loan under such Act,
shall be eligible for assistance under section
313B(a) of such Act in the same manner as a
borrower under such Act.

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in
unobligated balances from appropriations
made available for salaries and expenses in
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall
remain available through September 30, 2027,
for information technology expenses.

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used for first-class travel by the employees
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-79) or by a successor to
that Act, other than by title I or subtitle A
of title III of such Act, or programs for
which indefinite amounts were provided in
that Act, that is authorized or required to be
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carried out using funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation—

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries
and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount
of allotments and fund transfers contained in
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i); and

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer
or allotment for purposes of applying the
limitation on the total amount of allotments
and fund transfers contained in such section.

SEC. 712. Of the funds made available by
this Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels
used to comply with negotiated rule makings
and panels used to evaluate competitively
awarded grants.

SEC. 713. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 714. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of
section 14222 of Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C.
612c-6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section
14222’), none of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this or any
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under section 32 of the Act of August
24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c¢; in this section referred
to as ‘‘section 32”’) in excess of $1,574,028,000
(exclusive of carryover appropriations from
prior fiscal years), as follows: Child Nutri-
tion Programs Entitlement Commodities—
$485,000,000; State Option Contracts—
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$1,660,000; Administration of section 32
Commodity Purchases—$37,178,000: Provided,
That, of the total funds made available in
the matter preceding this proviso that re-
main unobligated on October 1, 2026, such un-
obligated balances shall carryover into fiscal
year 2027 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for any of the purposes of section 32,
except that any such carryover funds used in
accordance with clause (3) of section 32 may
not exceed $350,000,000 and may not be obli-
gated until the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
vides written notification of the expendi-
tures to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress at least two
weeks in advance: Provided further, That,
with the exception of any available carry-
over funds authorized in any prior appropria-
tions Act to be used for the purposes of
clause (3) of section 32, none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries or expenses of any employee of the
Department of Agriculture to carry out
clause (3) of section 32.

SEC. 715. None of the funds appropriated by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as
part of the President’s budget submission to
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a
reduction from the previous year due to user
fees proposals that have not been enacted
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
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et unless such budget submission identifies
which additional spending reductions should
occur in the event the user fees proposals are
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the
fiscal year 2026 appropriations Act.

SEC. 716. (a) None of the funds provided by
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be
available for obligation or expenditure
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds,
or reimbursements as authorized by the
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89—
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any
means for any project or activity for which
funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-
ties; or

(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-
tions or activities presently performed by
Federal employees;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (as
the case may be) notifies in writing and re-
ceives approval from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming of such funds or the use of such author-
ity.

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less,
that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects,
or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any
existing program, project, or activity, or
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a
reduction in personnel which would result in
a change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (as
the case may be) notifies in writing and re-
ceives approval from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming or transfer of such funds or the use of
such authority.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall notify in writing and receive approval
from the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress before imple-
menting any program or activity not carried
out during the previous fiscal year unless the
program or activity is funded by this Act or
specifically funded by any other Act.

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
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in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for—

(1) modifying major capital investments
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year
for the individual investment in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less;

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current,
or vacant positions or agency activities or
functions to establish a center, office,
branch, or similar entity with five or more
personnel; or

(3) carrying out activities or functions that
were not described in the budget request;
unless the agencies funded by this Act no-
tify, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
30 days in advance of using the funds for
these purposes.

(e) As described in this section, no funds
may be used for any activities unless the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services receives from
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress written or electronic
mail confirmation of receipt of the notifica-
tion as required in this section.

SEC. 7117. Notwithstanding section
310B(g)(5) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)),
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for
any guaranteed business and industry loan
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent
of the guaranteed principal portion of the
loan.

SEC. 718. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, or the Farm Credit Administration
shall be used to transmit or otherwise make
available reports, questions, or responses to
questions that are a result of information re-
quested for the appropriations hearing proc-
ess to any non-Department of Agriculture,
non-Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, or non-Farm Credit Administration em-
ployee.

SEC. 719. Unless otherwise authorized by
existing law, none of the funds provided in
this Act, may be used by an executive branch
agency to produce any prepackaged news
story intended for broadcast or distribution
in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or
audio of the prepackaged news story that the
prepackaged news story was prepared or
funded by that executive branch agency.

SEC. 720. No employee of the Department of
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned
from an agency or office funded by this Act
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment.

SEC. 721. Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration, and the
Chairman of the Farm Credit Administration
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
and the Senate a detailed obligation plan de-
lineated by program, project, and activity,
as defined in the report accompanying this
Act, for all amounts made available by this
Act and prior appropriations Acts that re-
main available for obligation, including ap-
propriated user fees and loan authorizations:
Provided, That such obligation plan shall in-
clude breakdowns of estimated obligations
for each such program, project, or activity
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by fiscal quarter, source appropriation, and
the number of full-time equivalent positions
supported: Provided further, That such obliga-
tion plan shall serve as the baseline for re-
programming notifications for the purposes
of section 716 of this Act.

SEC. 722. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to propose, promul-
gate, or implement any rule, or take any
other action with respect to, allowing or re-
quiring information intended for a pre-
scribing health care professional, in the case
of a drug or biological product subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to be dis-
tributed to such professional electronically
(in lieu of in paper form) unless and until a
Federal law is enacted to allow or require
such distribution.

SEC. 723. For the purposes of determining
eligibility or level of program assistance for
Rural Housing Service programs the Sec-
retary shall not include incarcerated prison
populations.

SEC. 724. For loans and loan guarantees
that do not require budget authority and the
program level has been established in this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may in-
crease the program level for such loans and
loan guarantees by not more than 25 percent:
Provided, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
15 days in advance.

SEC. 725. None of the credit card refunds or
rebates transferred to the Working Capital
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public
Law 107-76) shall be available for obligation
without written notification to, and the
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only
for the acquisition of property, plant and
equipment, including equipment for the im-
provement, delivery, and implementation of
Departmental financial management, infor-
mation technology, and other support sys-
tems necessary for the delivery of financial,
administrative, and information technology
services, including cloud adoption and mi-
gration, of primary benefit to the agencies of
the Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 726. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the ‘‘variety’’ require-
ments of the final rule entitled ‘‘Enhancing
Retailer Standards in the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP)”’ pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in
the Federal Register on December 15, 2016 (81
Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary of Agri-
culture amends the definition of the term
“variety”’ as defined in section
278.1(b)(1)(ii)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal
Regulations, and ‘“‘variety’ as applied in the
definition of the term ‘‘staple food” as de-
fined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to increase the number of
items that qualify as acceptable varieties in
each staple food category so that the total
number of such items in each staple food cat-
egory exceeds the number of such items in
each staple food category included in the
final rule as published on December 15, 2016:
Provided, That until the Secretary promul-
gates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regard-
ing acceptable varieties and breadth of stock
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers that were in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

SEC. 727. In carrying out subsection (h) of
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall have the same authority with respect
to loans guaranteed under such section and
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p-2)
with respect to loans guaranteed under such
section 538 and eligible lenders for such
loans.

SEC. 728. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act shall
be available for the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture to propose, finalize or
implement any regulation that would pro-
mulgate new user fees pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
9701 after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 729. Notwithstanding any provision of
law that regulates the calculation and pay-
ment of overtime and holiday pay for FSIS
inspectors, the Secretary may charge estab-
lishments subject to the inspection require-
ments of the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, 21 U.S.C. 451 et seq., the Federal Meat
Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 601 et seq., and the
Egg Products Inspection Act, 21 U.S.C. 1031
et seq., for the cost of inspection services
provided outside of an establishment’s ap-
proved inspection shifts, and for inspection
services provided on Federal holidays: Pro-
vided, That any sums charged pursuant to
this paragraph shall be deemed as overtime
pay or holiday pay under section 1001(d) of
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Pub-
lic Law 117-2, 135 Stat. 242): Provided further,
That sums received by the Secretary under
this paragraph shall, in addition to other
available funds, remain available until ex-
pended to the Secretary without further ap-
propriation for the purpose of funding all
costs associated with FSIS inspections.

SEC. 730. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture
shall—

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evalu-
ates the following factors in the country or
region being audited, as applicable—

(A) veterinary control and oversight;

(B) disease history and vaccination prac-
tices;

©) livestock
traceability;

(D) epidemiological separation from poten-
tial sources of infection;

(E) surveillance practices;

(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and

(G) emergency preparedness and response;
and

(2) promptly make publicly available the
final reports of any audits or reviews con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1).

(b) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under its international trade agree-
ments.

SEC. 731. (a)(1) No Federal funds made
available for this fiscal year for the rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used
for a project for the construction, alteration,
maintenance, or repair of a public water or
wastewater system unless all of the iron and
steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States.

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel
products” means the following products
made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves,
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete,
and construction materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any
case or category of cases in which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“Secretary’’) or the designee
of the Secretary finds that—

demographics and
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(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities or of a satisfactory
quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25
percent.

(c) If the Secretary or the designee re-
ceives a request for a waiver under this sec-
tion, the Secretary or the designee shall
make available to the public on an informal
basis a copy of the request and information
available to the Secretary or the designee
concerning the request, and shall allow for
informal public input on the request for at
least 15 days prior to making a finding based
on the request. The Secretary or the des-
ignee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Inter-
net Web site of the Department.

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act
for ‘“‘Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water
and Waste Disposal Program Account’ for
carrying out the provisions described in sub-
section (a)(1) for management and oversight
of the requirements of this section.

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to a project for which the engineering
plans and specifications include use of iron
and steel products otherwise prohibited by
such subsection if the plans and specifica-
tions have received required approvals from
State agencies prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms
“United States’ and ‘‘State’ shall include
each of the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and each Federally recognized In-
dian Tribe.

SEC. 732. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matters
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 733. Of the total amounts made avail-
able by this Act for direct loans and grants
under the following headings: ‘‘Rural Hous-
ing Service—Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account’; ‘“Rural Housing Serv-
ice—Mutual and Self-Help Housing Grants’’;
“Rural Housing Service—Rural Housing As-
sistance Grants’; ‘“‘Rural Housing Service—
Rural Community Facilities Program Ac-
count”’; ‘“Rural Business—Cooperative Serv-
ice—Rural Business Program Account’’;
“Rural Business—Cooperative Service—
Rural Economic Development Loans Pro-
gram Account’’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Coopera-
tive Service—Rural Cooperative Develop-
ment Grants”’; ‘“‘Rural Business—Cooperative
Service—Rural Microentrepreneur Assist-
ance Program’; ‘“Rural Utilities Service—
Rural Water and Waste Disposal Program
Account’’; ‘“Rural Utilities Service—Rural
Electrification and Telecommunications
Loans Program Account’; and ‘‘Rural Utili-
ties Service—Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’, to the max-
imum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of
the funds shall be allocated for assistance in
persistent poverty counties under this sec-
tion, including, notwithstanding any other
provision regarding population limits, any
county seat of such a persistent poverty
county that has a population that does not
exceed the authorized population limit by
more than 10 percent: Provided, That for pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘persistent
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poverty counties” means any county that
has had 20 percent or more of its population
living in poverty over the past 30 years, as
measured by the Economic Research Service,
or any territory or possession of the United
States: Provided further, That with respect to
specific activities for which program levels
have been made available by this Act that
are not supported by budget authority, the
requirements of this section shall be applied
to such program level.

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a
human embryo is intentionally created or
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into
effect.

SEC. 735. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to en-
force the final rule promulgated by the Food
and Drug Administration entitled ‘‘Stand-
ards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing,
and Holding of Produce for Human Consump-
tion”, and published on November 27, 2015,
with respect to the regulation of entities
that grow, harvest, pack, or hold wine
grapes, hops, pulse crops, or almonds.

SEC. 736. For school years 2025-2026 and
2026-2027, none of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to restrict or limit
the substitution of any vegetable subgroup
for fruits under the school breakfast pro-
gram established under section 4 of the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773).

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available
by this Act or any other Act may be used—

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940), sub-
title G of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946, or section 10114 of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018; or

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of hemp, or seeds of such
plant, that is grown or cultivated in accord-
ance with section 7606 of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 or subtitle G of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946, within or outside the
State in which the hemp is grown or cul-
tivated.

SEC. 738. The Secretary of Agriculture may
waive the matching funds requirement under
section 412(g) of the Agricultural Research,
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998
(7TU.S.C. 7632(2)).

SEC. 739. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall be included as a member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment in the United
States (CFIUS) on a case by case basis pursu-
ant to the authorities in section 721(k)(2)(J)
of the Defense Production Act of 1950 (50
U.S.C. 4565(k)(2)(J)) with respect to each cov-
ered transaction (as defined in section
721(a)(4) of the Defense Production Act of
1950 (50 U.S.C. 4565(a)(4))) involving agricul-
tural land, agriculture biotechnology, or the
agriculture industry (including agricultural
transportation, agricultural storage, and ag-
ricultural processing), as determined by the
CFIUS Chairperson in coordination with the
Secretary of Agriculture. The Secretary of
Agriculture shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, notify the Committee on For-
eign Investment in the United States of any
agricultural land transaction that the Sec-
retary of Agriculture has reason to believe,
based on information from or in cooperation
with the Intelligence Community, is a cov-
ered transaction (A) that may pose a risk to
the national security of the United States,
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with particular emphasis on covered trans-
actions of an interest in agricultural land by
foreign governments or entities of concern,
as defined in 42 U.S.C. 19221(a), including the
People’s Republic of China, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, the Russian Fed-
eration, and the Islamic Republic of Iran;
and (B) with respect to which a person is re-
quired to submit a report to the Secretary of
Agriculture under section 2(a) of the Agricul-
tural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act of
1978 (7 U.S.C. 3501(a)).

SEC. 740. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for a pilot program for the Secretary
to provide grants to qualified non-profit or-
ganizations and public housing authorities
to provide technical assistance, including fi-
nancial and legal services, to RHS multi-
family housing borrowers to facilitate prop-
erty preservation through the acquisition of
RHS multi-family housing properties in
areas where the Secretary determines a risk
of loss of affordable housing, by non-profit
housing organizations and public housing au-
thorities as authorized by law that commit
to keep such properties in the RHS multi-
family housing program for a period of time
as determined by the Secretary: Provided,
That such funds may also be used for tech-
nical assistance for non-profit organizations,
public housing authorities, and private own-
ers for the decoupling of rental assistance.

SEC. 741. Funds made available under title
IT of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.) may only be used to provide assistance
to recipient nations if adequate monitoring
and controls, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, are in place to ensure that emergency
food aid is received by the intended bene-
ficiaries in areas affected by food shortages
and not diverted for unauthorized or inap-
propriate purposes.

SEC. 742. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to procure raw or
processed poultry products or seafood im-
ported into the United States from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China for use in the school
lunch program under the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et
seq.), the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram under section 17 of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1766), the Summer Food Service Program for
Children under section 13 of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program
under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1771 et seq.).

SEC. 743. For school year 2025-2026, only a
school food authority that had a negative
balance in the nonprofit school food service
account as of June 30, 2025, shall be required
to establish a price for paid lunches in ac-
cordance with section 12(p) of the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C.
1760(p)).

SEC. 744. Any funds made available by this
or any other Act that the Secretary with-
holds pursuant to section 1668(g)(2) of the
Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade
Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 5921(g)(2)), as amended,
shall be available for grants for bio-
technology risk assessment research: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary may transfer such
funds among appropriations of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for purposes of making
such grants.

SEC. 745. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no funds available to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture may be used to move
any staff office or any agency from the mis-
sion area in which it was located on August
1, 2018, to any other mission area or office
within the Department in the absence of the
enactment of specific legislation affirming
such move.

SEC. 746. The Secretary, acting through the
Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, may use funds appropriated under
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this Act or any other Act for the Watershed
and Flood Prevention Operations Program
and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program
carried out pursuant to the Watershed Pro-
tection and Flood Prevention Act (16 U.S.C.
1001 et seq.), and for the Emergency Water-
shed Protection Program carried out pursu-
ant to section 403 of the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1978 (16 U.S.C. 2203) to provide tech-
nical services for such programs pursuant to
section 1252(a)(1) of the Food Security Act of
1985 (16 U.S.C. 3851(a)(1)), notwithstanding
subsection (c) of such section.

SEC. 747. In administering the pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141), the Secretary of Agri-
culture may, for purposes of determining en-
tities eligible to receive assistance, consider
those communities which are ‘‘Areas Rural
in Character’: Provided, That not more than
10 percent of the funds made available under
the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Telemedi-
cine, and Broadband Program’ for the pur-
poses of the pilot program established by
section 779 of Public Law 115-141 may be used
for this purpose.

SEC. 748. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available by this Act and notwith-
standing the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310,
there is appropriated $2,000,000, to remain
available until expended, to implement non-
renewable agreements on eligible lands, in-
cluding flooded agricultural lands, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, under the Water
Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301-1311).

SEC. 749. Out of amounts appropriated to
the Food and Drug Administration under
title VI, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, shall, not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and following the review re-
quired under Executive Order No. 12866 (5
U.S.C. 601 note; relating to regulatory plan-
ning and review), issue advice revising the
advice provided in the notice of availability
entitled ‘“‘Advice About Eating Fish, From
the Environmental Protection Agency and
Food and Drug Administration; Revised Fish
Advice; Availability” (82 Fed. Reg. 6571 (Jan-
uary 19, 2017)), in a manner that is consistent
with nutrition science recognized by the
Food and Drug Administration on the net ef-
fects of seafood consumption.

SEC. 750. The Secretary shall set aside for
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP)
Zones, until August 15, 2026, an amount of
funds made available in title III under the
headings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance
Grants, Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account, Rural Business Program Ac-
count, Rural Development Loan Fund Pro-
gram Account, and Rural Water and Waste
Disposal Program Account, equal to the
amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings
in the most recent fiscal year any such funds
were obligated under such headings for
REAP Zones, excluding the funding provided
through any Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending.

SEC. 751. (a) For an additional amount for
the Office of the Secretary, $2,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out no more
than 10 pilot projects, under the terms and
conditions determined by the Secretary for a
period not to exceed 2 years, that award
grants to an Indian tribe; a tribal organiza-
tion approved by an Indian tribe; a tribal
educational agency; a consortium of Indian
tribes; or a partnership between an Indian
tribe and either a State educational agency,
a local educational agency, a tribal edu-
cational agency, or the Bureau of Indian
Education to operate and implement the
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school lunch program as authorized by the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1769), the summer food service
program as established under section 13 of
the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act, the child and adult care food pro-
gram as established by section 17 of the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act, or the school breakfast program estab-
lished by the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42
U.S.C. 1773) in either a Bureau-funded school
(as defined in section 1141 of the Education
Amendments of 1978 (25 U.S.C. 2021)); a
school (as defined in section 12(d) of the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1760(d)) on or near an Indian
reservation; or an early child care and edu-
cation facility: Provided, That to carry out
this pilot program each grant awarded shall
be no less than $10,000 and no more than
$100,000 for each school year and shall not in-
crease state administrative costs or the
amount of benefits provided in any program:
Provided further, That the term ‘‘Indian
tribe’” has the meaning given the term in
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination
and Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C.
5304).

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, a pilot project grant recipient shall be
reimbursed for meals served under the school
lunch program, the summer food service pro-
gram, and the child and adult care food pro-
gram as if the recipient were a State under
the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act; and under the school breakfast
program as if the recipient were a State edu-
cational agency.

(c) Not later than 1 year after the conclu-
sion of the pilot program, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the out-
comes of the pilot program.

SEC. 752. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to issue or promote any new guide-
lines or regulations applicable to food manu-
facturers of low risk ready-to-eat (RTE)
foods for Listeria monocytogenes (Lm) until
the FDA considers the available new science
in developing guidance regarding Lm in low-
risk foods, meaning foods that do not sup-
port the growth of Lm.

SEC. 753. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2027, for a Bison Production and
Marketing Grant Program that the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service shall develop and
maintain: Provided, That this program shall
be similar, as determined by the Secretary,
to the Sheep Production and Marketing
Grant Program the Department of Agri-
culture currently maintains pursuant to sec-
tion 209(c) of the Agricultural Marketing Act
of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1627a(c)), and shall prioritize
grants to national non-profits and federally
chartered Tribal organizations that have ex-
pertise in bison production or marketing.

SEC. 754. For an additional amount for the
Office of the Secretary, $700,000, for the Of-
fice of Tribal Relations to cover costs in-
curred for the slaughtering, processing, and
voluntary meat inspection fees, notwith-
standing the Agricultural Marketing Act of
1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622 et seq.) and 9 CFR part 352,
for bison owned by Tribal governments (as
defined by the List Act of 1994 (256 U.S.C.
5131)), Tribal entities (including Tribal orga-
nizations and corporations), and Tribal mem-
bers that slaughter and process bison at es-
tablishments that receive USDA voluntary
inspection or state inspection.

SEC. 755. If services performed by APHIS
employees are determined by the Adminis-
trator of the Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service to be in response to an ani-
mal disease or plant health emergency out-
break, any premium pay that is funded, ei-
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ther directly or through reimbursement,
shall be exempted from the aggregate of
basic pay and premium pay calculated under
section 5547(b)(1) and (2) of title 5, United
States Code, and any other provision of law
limiting the aggregate amount of premium
pay payable on a biweekly or calendar year
basis.

SEC. 756. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel—

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603);

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public
Law 104-127); or

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation).

SEC. 757. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 2103 of Public
Law 115-334: Provided, That the Secretary
shall prioritize the wetland compliance
needs of areas with significant numbers of
individual wetlands, wetland acres, and con-
servation compliance requests.

SEC. 758. There is appropriated $3,000,000 for
the emergency and transitional pet shelter
and housing assistance grant program estab-
lished under section 12502(b) of the Agri-
culture Improvement Act of 2018 (34 U.S.C.

20127).
SEC. 759. The National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and Medicine

(NASEM) were tasked with providing find-
ings and recommendations on alcohol con-
sumption for the purposes of inclusion in the
2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans as re-
quired by section 772 of division A of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117-328): Provided, That the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall only consider the
findings and recommendations of the
NASEM report in the development of the
20256 Dietary Guidelines for Americans and
further, both Secretaries shall ensure that
the alcohol consumption recommendations
in the 2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans
shall be based on the preponderance of sci-
entific and medical knowledge consistent
with section 5341 of title 7 of United States
Code.

SEC. 760. (a) Section 313B(a) of the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 940c—
2(a)), shall be applied for fiscal year 2026 and
each fiscal year thereafter until the specified
funding has been expended as if the following
were inserted after the final period: ‘‘In addi-
tion, the Secretary shall use $9,465,000 of the
funds available to carry out this section in
fiscal year 2024 for an additional amount for
the same purpose and under the same terms
and conditions as the Rural Business Devel-
opment Grants authorized by section 310B of
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(c)) and shall use
$9,953,000 of the funds available to carry out
this section in fiscal year 2026 for an addi-
tional amount for the same purpose and
under the same terms and conditions as the
Rural Business Development Grants author-
ized by section 310B of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C.
1932(c)).”".

(b) Section 780 of division B of Public Law
118-42 and such section as continued in effect
as an authority and condition under section
1101(a)(1) of Public Law 119-4 shall no longer
apply.

SEC. 761. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the acceptable market name of
any engineered animal approved prior to the
effective date of the National Bioengineered
Food Disclosure Standard (February 19, 2019)
shall include the words ‘‘genetically engi-
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neered’”’ prior to the existing acceptable mar-
ket name.

SEC. 762. For an additional amount for the
Office of the Secretary, $6,000,000, to remain
available until expended, to continue the In-
stitute for Rural Partnerships as established
in section 778 of Public Law 117-103: Provided,
That the Institute for Rural Partnerships
shall continue to dedicate resources to re-
searching the causes and conditions of chal-
lenges facing rural areas, and develop com-
munity partnerships to address such chal-
lenges: Provided further, That administrative
or other fees shall not exceed one percent:
Provided further, That such partnership shall
coordinate and publish an annual report.

SEC. 763. There is hereby appropriated
$500,000 to carry out the duties of the work-
ing group established under section 770 of the
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2019 (Public Law 116-6;
133 Stat. 89).

SEC. 764. The agencies and offices of the
Department of Agriculture may reimburse
the Office of the General Counsel (OGC), out
of the funds provided in this Act, for costs
incurred by OGC in providing services to
such agencies or offices under time-limited
agreements entered into with such agencies
and offices: Provided, That such transfer au-
thority is in addition to any other transfer
authority provided by law.

SEC. 765. Section 363 of the Multifamily
Mortgage Foreclosure Act of 1981 (12 U.S.C.
3702) is amended at paragraph (2)—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

““(F') section 514 or 515 of the Housing Act
of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1484, 1485).”.

SEC. 766. The last proviso in the second
paragraph under the heading ‘‘Rural Commu-
nity Facilities Program Account’ in division
B of the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2024 (Public Law 118-42) shall be amended to
read as follows: ‘‘Provided further, That in ad-
dition to any other available funds, the Sec-
retary may expend not more than $1,000,000
total, from the program funds made avail-
able under this heading, for administrative
expenses for activities funded under this
heading and in section 778(1).”.

SEC. 767. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
conservation activities under the heading
‘“Natural Resources Conservation Service—
Conservation Operations’, $30,000,000 are
hereby rescinded: Provided, That no amounts
may be rescinded from amounts that were
designated by the Congress as an emergency
requirement pursuant to a concurrent reso-
lution on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 768. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
the ‘““National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture—Research and Education Activi-
ties’’, $22,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded
from amounts that were designated by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pur-
suant to a concurrent resolution on the
budget or the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 769. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available for
“Food For ©Peace Title II Grants”,
$200,000,000 are hereby rescinded: Provided,
That no amounts may be rescinded from
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

SEcC. 770. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available
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under the heading ‘‘Distance Learning, Tele-
medicine, and Broadband Program’ for the
cost to continue a broadband loan and grant
pilot program established by section 779 of
division A of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2018 (Public Law 115-141) under the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended
(7 U.8.C. 901 et seq.), $20,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded: Provided, That no amounts may be
rescinded from amounts that were des-
ignated by the Congress as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget or the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

SEC. T71. Of the unobligated balances from
prior year appropriations made available in
the “Working Capital Fund’, $78,000,000 are
hereby permanently rescinded: Provided,
That no amounts may be rescinded from
amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant
to a concurrent resolution on the budget or
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985.

SEC. 7T72. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture in this or
any other Act may be used to close or con-
solidate the resources or locations of any ex-
isting Agricultural Research Service labora-
tories and facilities without prior notifica-
tion and approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 773. (a) Of the amounts made available
in this Act under the heading ‘‘Department
of Health and Human Services—Food and
Drug Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ that are derived from tobacco prod-
uct user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 387s, not
less than $200,000,000 shall be used by the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs for enforce-
ment activities related to e-cigarettes,
vapes, and other electronic nicotine delivery
systems (in this section referred to as
“ENDS”), including activities under section
801(a) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(a)): Provided, That
not less than $2,000,000 of such amount shall
be used to continue the activities of the Fed-
eral multi-agency task force led by the De-
partment of Justice, Department of Home-
land Security, and the FDA to further work
to bring all available criminal and civil tools
to bear against the illegal manufacture, im-
portation, distribution, and sale of e-ciga-
rettes, vapes, and other ENDS products from
the Republic of China and other foreign
countries.

(b) Not later than 365 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs shall update the FDA docu-
ment titled ‘‘Guidance for Industry on its
Enforcement Priorities,”” published in Janu-
ary 2020 and updated in April 2020, to expand
FDA’s prioritized enforcement to flavored
disposable ENDS products in addition to car-
tridge-based products and to define the term
‘“‘disposable ENDS product.”

(c) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs
shall submit a semi-annual written report to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress on the progress that the
Center for Tobacco Products is making in re-
moving all illegal nicotine products from the
market: Provided, That the initial report
shall be submitted not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act.

(d) Section 801(a) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 381(a)) is
amended by striking ‘‘drug or device’’ each
place it appears in the seventh, eighth,
ninth, and tenth sentences and inserting
““drug, device, or tobacco product’.

SEC. 774. (a) Fees derived from amounts as-
sessed and collected for fiscal year 2026, cred-
ited under the heading ‘‘Department of
Health and Human Services—Food and Drug
Administration—Salaries and Expenses’’,
and made available for expenditure under
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such heading must comply with each provi-
sion contained in current user fee authoriza-
tions, appropriations Acts, and commitment
letters, as transmitted from the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to the chair and
ranking member of the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives re-
garding reauthorization of such current user
fee authorizations: Provided, That the term
current user fee authorizations means those
user fees authorized at 21 U.S.C. 379h, 21
U.S.C. 379j, 21 U.S.C. 379j-42, 21 U.S.C. 379j-52,
21 U.S.C. 379j-12, 21 U.S.C. 379j-21, 21 U.S.C.
387s, 42 U.S.C. 263b, 21 U.S.C. 381, 21 U.S.C.
360n and 360ff, 21 U.S.C. 379-j31, 21 U.S.C.
379j-62 , 21 U.S.C. 353(e)(3), 21 U.S.C. 360eee—
3(c)(1), 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-
4a, and 21 U.S.C. 379j-72.

(b)(1) Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Food and Drug
Administration shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate a report that in-
cludes obligation and outlay estimates and
full-time equivalent (FTE) personnel staffing
estimates for fiscal year 2026 for each Food
and Drug Administration program that uses
both general fund appropriations and funds
derived from user fees: Provided, That such
report shall include a table with separate
columns for general fund appropriations and
funds derived from user fees for such obliga-
tions, outlays and FTE personnel staffing:
Provided further, That such report shall be
certified by the Ombudsman of the Food and
Drug Administration.

(2) The report in paragraph (1) shall be up-
dated, certified by the Ombudsman of the
Food and Drug Administration, and sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate not later than 45 days after each fiscal
quarter until all such funds are expended:
Provided, That a plan for such ongoing quar-
terly reporting shall be submitted with the
report required by subsection (b)(1).

(c) Of the amounts provided in this Act in
paragraph (10) under the heading ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services—Food
and Drug Administration—Salaries and Ex-
penses’ and made available by the Food and
Drug Administration for Office of the Com-
missioner of Food and Drugs, 50 percent shall
be withheld from obligation until the report-
ing requirements outlined in subsection (b)
are met: Provided, That an additional 25 per-
cent of the amounts withheld from obliga-
tion shall be available when the report re-
quired by subsection (b)(1) is submitted and
the remaining 25 percent shall be available
when the plan for satisfying the ongoing
quarterly reporting requirements outlined in
the proviso in subsection (b)(2) is submitted.

SEC. T75. (a) Section 260 of the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1636i) is
amended by striking ‘2025’ and inserting
€2026”.

(b) Section 942 of the Livestock Mandatory
Reporting Act of 1999 (7 U.S.C. 1635 note;
Public Law 106-78) is amended by striking
€‘2025” and inserting ‘2026’

SEC. 776. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used by FDA to develop, issue, promote, or
advance any new guidelines or regulations
applicable to food manufacturers for popu-
lation-wide sodium reduction actions until
the publication of the 2025-26 National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
(NHANES) What We Eat In America survey,
which will begin to reflect the impact on
population intake of Phase 1 reduction.

SEC. T77. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall provide written notification to the
House and Senate Committees on Appropria-
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tions no fewer than 3 business days in ad-
vance of termination of any grant, coopera-
tive agreement, or contract award totaling
$1,000,000 or more issued from funds made
available in this Act or any previous Act:
Provided, That such notification shall in-
clude the recipient of the award, the amount
of the award, the fiscal year for which the
funds for the award were appropriated, the
account and program, project, or activity
from which the funds are being drawn, the
title of the award, and a detailed justifica-
tion for the termination.

SEC. T78. There is hereby appropriated
$4,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for the Secretary of Agriculture to
conduct a new pilot program to support on-
the-ground local Energy Circuit Riders who
provide professional support to rural commu-
nities for the purpose of undertaking
projects that save energy and reduce emis-
sions: Provided, That for the purpose of the
new pilot program, the Secretary, acting
through the Under Secretary for Rural De-
velopment, shall have the authority to pro-
vide amounts, including in the form of
grants, cooperative agreements, and other fi-
nancial assistance, to States, Indian Tribes,
cooperative extension services, institutions
of higher education, cooperatives and coop-
erative organizations, regional planning
commissions or other public entities serving
two or more rural areas: Provided further,
That the period of performance under this
pilot program shall be more than 3 but not
more than 6 years: Provided further, That the
Federal share shall not be more than 75 per-
cent: Provided further, That an eligible entity
using funds provided under the pilot program
shall offer assistance with energy planning,
energy audits, applicable Federal funding op-
portunities, tax incentives, project financ-
ing, grant writing, community-based capac-
ity building, or applicable State, local, and
utility-based incentives, including, as appro-
priate, coordinating with relevant State en-
ergy offices.

SEC. 779. For purposes of applying the Fed-
eral Food Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.), ‘‘Pacific Snapper’’ is an accept-
able market name for each of the following

food fishes: Sebastes alutus, Sebastes
borealisn, Sebastes ciliatus, Sebastes
crameri, Sebastes entomelas, Sebastes
flavidus, Sebastes goodei, Sebastes levis,
Sebastes melanops, Sebastes miniatus,
Sebastes ovalis, Sebastes paucispinis,
Sebastes pinniger, Sebastes proriger,
Sebastes reedi, Sebastes ruberrimus,

Sebastes rufus, and Sebastes serranoides.

SEC. 780. For purposes of applying the Fed-
eral Food Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.), Hawaii grown or produced coffee
shall contain at least 51 percent of coffee
grown in Kona, Kau, Maui, Oahu, Kauai, or
other areas of the State of Hawaii. Based on
the region it is produced or grown, the com-
mon or usual names shall be Kona Coffee,
Kau Coffee, Maui Coffee, Oahu Coffee, Kauai
Coffee, or Hawaii Coffee.

SEC. 781. (a) No sooner than 1 year after the
enactment of this Act, section 297A of the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C.
16390) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(6) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respec-
tively; and—

(2) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) HEMP.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘hemp’ means
the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of
that plant, including the seeds thereof and
all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, iso-
mers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers,
whether growing or not, with a total
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration (includ-
ing tetrahydrocannabinolic acid) of not more
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than 0.3 percent in the plant on a dry weight
basis.

‘(B) INCLUSION.—Such term includes indus-
trial hemp.

‘(C) EXCLUSIONS.—Such term does not in-
clude—

‘(i) any viable seeds from a Cannabis
sativa L. plant that exceeds a total
tetrahydrocannabinol concentration (includ-
ing tetrahydrocannabinolic acid) of 0.3 per-
cent in the plant on a dry weight basis; or

‘(ii) any hemp-derived cannabinoid prod-
ucts containing—

“(I) cannabinoids that are not capable of
being naturally produced by a Cannabis
sativa L. plant;

‘(IT) cannabinoids that—

‘‘(aa) are capable of being naturally pro-
duced by a Cannabis sativa L. plant; and

‘““(bb) were synthesized or manufactured
outside the plant; or

‘(ITI) quantifiable amounts based on sub-
stance, form, manufacture, or article (as de-
termined by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services in consultation with the
Secretary of Agriculture) of—

‘“‘(aa)  tetrahydrocannabinol
tetrahydrocannabinolic acid); or

‘“(bb) any other cannabinoids that have
similar effects (or are marketed to have
similar effects) on humans or animals as
tetrahydrocannabinol (as determined by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services in
consultation with the Secretary Agri-
culture).

‘(2) INDUSTRIAL HEMP.—The term ‘indus-
trial hemp’ means hemp—

“(A) grown for the use of the stalk of the
plant, fiber produced from such a stalk, or
any other non-cannabinoid derivative, mix-
ture, preparation, or manufacture of such a
stalk;

‘“(B) grown for the use of the whole grain,
oil, cake, mnut, hull, or any other
noncannabinoid compound, derivative, mix-
ture, preparation, or manufacture of the
seeds of such plant;

‘“(C) grown for purposes of producing
microgreens or other edible hemp leaf prod-
ucts intended for human consumption that
are harvested from an immature hemp plant
that is grown from seeds that do not exceed
the threshold for total tetrahydrocannabinol
concentration specified in paragraph
M(C)();

‘(D) that is a plant that does not enter the
stream of commerce and is intended to sup-
port hemp research at an institution of high-
er education (as defined in section 101 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001))
or an independent research institute; or

‘“(E) grown for the use of a viable seed of
the plant produced solely for the production
or manufacture of any material described in
subparagraphs (A) through (D).

‘“(3) HEMP-DERIVED CANNABINOID PRODUCT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘hemp-derived
cannabinoid product’ means any inter-
mediate or final product derived from hemp
(other than industrial hemp), that—

‘(i) contains cannabinoids in any form;
and

‘“(ii) is intended for human or animal use
through any means of application or admin-
istration, such as inhalation, ingestion, or
topical application.

‘(B) EXCLUSION.—Such term does not in-
clude a drug that is the subject of an applica-
tion approved under subsection (c) or (j) of
section 505 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355).”".

(b) The Commissioner of Food and Drugs
and the Secretary of Agriculture shall pro-
vide a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress within
180 days of enactment of this Act on imple-
mentation of this section including the pro-
jected impacts to the established

(including
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cannabinoid marketplace, engagement with

industry stakeholders, and shall include in-

formation about uniform packaging, label-
ing, testing, and adverse event reporting re-
quirements.

SEC. 782. None of the funds made available
for any department or agency in this or any
other appropriations Acts, including prior
year Acts, shall be used to close Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service or Rural Devel-
opment mission area field offices or to per-
manently relocate any field-based employees
of those agencies that would result in an of-
fice with two or fewer employees without
prior notification and approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2026”.

DIVISION C—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2026

The following sums are appropriated, out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, for the Legislative Branch for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026, and
for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
SENATE
EXPENSE ALLOWANCES

For expense allowances of the Vice Presi-
dent, $20,000; the President Pro Tempore of
the Senate, $40,000; Majority Leader of the
Senate, $40,000; Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, $40,000; Majority Whip of the Senate,
$10,000; Minority Whip of the Senate, $10,000;
President Pro Tempore Emeritus, $15,000;
Chairmen of the Majority and Minority Con-
ference Committees, $5,000 for each Chair-
man; and Chairmen of the Majority and Mi-
nority Policy Committees, $5,000 for each
Chairman; in all, $195,000.

For representation allowances of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders of the Senate,
$15,000 for each such Leader; in all, $30,000.

SALARIES, OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

For compensation of officers, employees,
and others as authorized by law, including
agency contributions, $314,143,000, which
shall be paid from this appropriation as fol-
lows:

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

For the Office of the Vice President,
$3,210,000.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

For the Office of the President Pro Tem-
pore, $904,000.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
EMERITUS

For the Office of the President Pro Tem-
pore Emeritus, $392,000.

OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY
LEADERS

For Offices of the Majority and Minority
Leaders, $6,710,000.

OFFICES OF THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY WHIPS
For Offices of the Majority and Minority

Whips, $4,212,000.

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

For salaries of the Committee on Appro-
priations, $22,710,000.

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

For the Conference of the Majority and the
Conference of the Minority, at rates of com-
pensation to be fixed by the Chairman of
each such committee, $2,049,000 for each such
committee; in all, $4,098,000.

OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES OF THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MAJORITY AND THE CON-
FERENCE OF THE MINORITY
For Offices of the Secretaries of the Con-

ference of the Majority and the Conference

of the Minority, $1,022,000.
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POLICY COMMITTEES
For salaries of the Majority Policy Com-
mittee and the Minority Policy Committee,
$2,093,000 for each such committee; in all,
$4,186,000.
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN
For Office of the Chaplain, $699,000.
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
For Office of the Secretary, $35,083,000.
OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS AND
DOORKEEPER
For Office of the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper, $130,353,000.
OFFICES OF THE SECRETARIES FOR THE
MAJORITY AND MINORITY
For Offices of the Secretary for the Major-
ity and the Secretary for the Minority,
$2,785,000.
AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS AND RELATED
EXPENSES
For agency contributions for employee
benefits, as authorized by law, and related
expenses, $97,779,000.
OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL OF THE
SENATE
For salaries and expenses of the Office of
the Legislative Counsel of the Senate,
$9,401,000.
OFFICE OF SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL
For salaries and expenses of the Office of

Senate Legal Counsel, $1,431,000.

EXPENSE ALLOWANCES OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE, SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOOR-
KEEPER OF THE SENATE, AND SECRETARIES
FOR THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY OF THE
SENATE
For expense allowances of the Secretary of

the Senate, $7,500; Sergeant at Arms and

Doorkeeper of the Senate, $7,500; Secretary

for the Majority of the Senate, $7,500; Sec-

retary for the Minority of the Senate, $7,500;
in all, $30,000.
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE
INQUIRIES AND INVESTIGATIONS

For expenses of inquiries and investiga-
tions ordered by the Senate, or conducted
under paragraph 1 of rule XXVTI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, section 112 of the

Supplemental Appropriations and Rescission

Act, 1980 (Public Law 96-304), and Senate

Resolution 281, 96th Congress, agreed to

March 11, 1980, $222,416,000, of which

$22,242,000 shall remain available until Sep-

tember 30, 2028.

U.S. SENATE CAUCUS ON INTERNATIONAL
NARCOTICS CONTROL

For expenses of the United States Senate
Caucus on International Narcotics Control,
$613,000.

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

For expenses of the Office of the Secretary
of the Senate, $17,852,000, of which $13,274,000

shall remain available until September 30,

2030, and of which $4,578,000 shall remain

available until expended.

SERGEANT AT ARMS AND DOORKEEPER OF THE

SENATE

For expenses of the Office of the Sergeant
at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate,
$230,845,000, of which $220,345,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030, and of
which $10,500,000 shall remain available until
expended.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

For miscellaneous items, $28,052,000 which

shall remain available until September 30,

2028.

SENATORS’ OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE
EXPENSE ACCOUNT
For Senators’ Official Personnel and Office
Expense Account, $645,431,000, of which
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$32,272,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2028, and of which $7,000,000 shall
be allocated solely for the purpose of pro-
viding financial compensation to Senate in-
terns.

OFFICIAL MAIL COSTS

For expenses necessary for official mail

costs of the Senate, $300,000.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

REQUIRING AMOUNTS REMAINING IN SENATORS’

OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EXPENSE

ACCOUNT TO BE USED FOR DEFICIT REDUCTION

OR TO REDUCE THE FEDERAL DEBT

SEC. 101. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any amounts appropriated under
this Act under the heading ‘‘SENATE—CON-
TINGENT EXPENSES OF THE SENATE—SEN-
ATORS’ OFFICIAL PERSONNEL AND OFFICE EX-
PENSE ACCOUNT’”’ shall be available for obliga-
tion only during the fiscal year or fiscal
years for which such amounts are made
available. Any unexpended balances under
such allowances remaining after the end of
the period of availability shall be returned to
the Treasury in accordance with the undesig-
nated paragraph under the center heading
“GENERAL PROVISION” under chapter XI
of the Third Supplemental Appropriation
Act, 1957 (2 U.S.C. 4107) and used for deficit
reduction (or, if there is no Federal budget
deficit after all such payments have been
made, for reducing the Federal debt, in such
manner as the Secretary of the Treasury
considers appropriate).

DELEGATION AUTHORITY

SEC. 102. Section 104 of division I of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (2
U.S.C. 6154 note) shall be amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by adding the fol-
lowing after ‘‘118th’’ and before ‘‘Congress’’:
“‘and any subsequent’’;

(2) in subsection (a)(3), by striking ‘‘and
ending on January 7, 2025°’; and

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘on or
after January 3, 2023”°.

JOINT ITEMS
For Joint Committees, as follows:
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

For salaries and expenses of the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, $4,283,000, to be disbursed
by the Secretary of the Senate.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION

For salaries and expenses of the Joint
Committee on Taxation, $13,960,620, to be dis-
bursed by the Chief Administrative Officer of
the House of Representatives.

For other joint items, as follows:

OFFICE OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN

For medical supplies, equipment, and con-
tingent expenses of the emergency rooms,
and for the Attending Physician and their
assistants, including:

(1) an allowance of $3,500 per month to the
Attending Physician;

(2) an allowance of $2,500 per month to the
Senior Medical Officer;

(3) an allowance of $900 per month each to
three medical officers while on duty in the
Office of the Attending Physician;

(4) an allowance of $900 per month to 2 as-
sistants and $900 per month each not to ex-
ceed 11 assistants on the basis heretofore
provided for such assistants; and

(5) $3,388,000 for reimbursement to the De-
partment of the Navy for expenses incurred
for staff and equipment assigned to the Of-
fice of the Attending Physician, which shall
be advanced and credited to the applicable
appropriation or appropriations from which
such salaries, allowances, and other expenses
are payable and shall be available for all the
purposes thereof, $4,854,000, to be disbursed
by the Chief Administrative Officer of the
House of Representatives.
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ACCESSIBILITY
SERVICES

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses of the Office of
Congressional Accessibility Services,
$1,818,980, to be disbursed by the Secretary of
the Senate.

CAPITOL POLICE
SALARIES

For salaries of employees of the Capitol
Police, including overtime, hazardous duty
pay, and Government contributions for
health, retirement, social security, profes-
sional liability insurance, tuition reimburse-
ment, recruitment and retention bonuses,
and other applicable employee benefits,
$653,422,000, of which overtime shall not ex-
ceed $84,767,000 unless the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House and Senate are no-
tified, to be disbursed by the Chief of the
Capitol Police or a duly authorized designee.

GENERAL EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Capitol Po-
lice, including motor vehicles, communica-
tions and other equipment, security equip-
ment and installation, uniforms, weapons,
supplies, materials, training, medical serv-
ices, forensic services, Member protection-
related activities and equipment, steno-
graphic services, personal and professional
services, the employee assistance program,
the awards program, postage, communica-
tion services, travel advances, relocation of
instructor and liaison personnel for the Fed-
eral Law Enforcement Training Centers, and
not more than $7,500 to be expended on the
certification of the Chief of the Capitol Po-
lice in connection with official representa-
tion and reception expenses, $201,678,000, to
be disbursed by the Chief of the Capitol Po-
lice or a duly authorized designee: Provided,
That, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, the cost of basic training for the Cap-
itol Police at the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Centers for fiscal year 2026 shall be
paid by the Secretary of Homeland Security
from funds available to the Department of
Homeland Security: Provided further, That
none of the amounts made available under
this heading may be used to purchase a
drone manufactured in the People’s Republic
of China or by a business affiliated with the
People’s Republic of China except for na-
tional security purposes.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION
MUTUAL AID TRANSFER AUTHORITY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 110. Of the amounts made available
under the heading ‘‘Capitol Police” in this
Act, up to $10,000,000 may be transferred to
‘“‘Capitol Police—United States Capitol Po-
lice Mutual Aid Reimbursements’” on Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and, once transferred, shall
remain available until September 30, 2030, to
be used for reimbursements for mutual aid
and related training, including mutual aid
and training provided under the agreements
described in section 7302 of Public Law 108-
458: Provided, That obligation of the funds
transferred pursuant to this section shall be
subject to notification to the Chairmen and
Ranking Members of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, the
Senate Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion and the Committee on House Adminis-
tration of the amount and purpose of the ex-
pense within 15 days of obligation.

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
WORKPLACE RIGHTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses necessary for the
operation of the Office of Congressional
Workplace Rights, $8,396,400, of which
$2,500,000 shall remain available until Sep-

July 22, 2025

tember 30, 2027, and of which not more than
$1,000 may be expended on the certification
of the Executive Director in connection with
official representation and reception ex-
penses.
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For salaries and expenses necessary for op-
eration of the Congressional Budget Office,
including not more than $6,000 to be ex-
pended on the certification of the Director of
the Congressional Budget Office in connec-
tion with official representation and recep-
tion expenses, $71,400,000: Provided, That the
Director shall use not less than $500,000 of
the amount made available under this head-
ing for (1) improving technical systems,
processes, and models for the purpose of im-
proving the transparency of estimates of
budgetary effects to Members of Congress,
employees of Members of Congress, and the
public, and (2) to increase the availability of
models, economic assumptions, and data for
Members of Congress, employees of Members
of Congress, and the public.

ARCHITECT OF THE CAPITOL
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS

For salaries for the Architect of the Cap-
itol, and other personal services, at rates of
pay provided by law; for all necessary ex-
penses for surveys and studies, construction,
operation, and general and administrative
support in connection with facilities and ac-
tivities under the care of the Architect of
the Capitol, including the Botanic Garden,
Senate and House office buildings, and other
facilities under the jurisdiction of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol; for furnishings and office
equipment; for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses of not more than $5,000,
to be expended as the Architect of the Cap-
itol may approve; for purchase or exchange,
maintenance, and operation of a passenger
motor vehicle, $156,676,000.

CAPITOL BUILDING

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Capitol,
$83,380,000, of which $47,799,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030.

CAPITOL GROUNDS

For all necessary expenses for care and im-
provement of grounds surrounding the Cap-
itol, the Senate and House office buildings,
and the Capitol Power Plant, $20,059,000, of
which $3,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2030.

SENATE OFFICE BUILDINGS

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of Senate office
buildings; and furniture and furnishings to
be expended under the control and super-
vision of the Architect of the Capitol,
$124,696,000, of which $16,900,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030, and of
which $20,000,000 shall remain available until
expended.

CAPITOL POWER PLANT

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Capitol
Power Plant; and all electrical substations of
the Capitol; lighting, heating, power (includ-
ing the purchase of electrical energy) and
water and sewer services for the Capitol,
Senate and House office buildings, Library of
Congress buildings, and the grounds about
the same, Botanic Garden, Senate garage,
and air conditioning refrigeration not sup-
plied from plants in any of such buildings;
heating the Government Publishing Office
and Washington City Post Office, and heat-
ing and chilled water for air conditioning for
the Supreme Court Building, the Union Sta-
tion complex, the Thurgood Marshall Fed-
eral Judiciary Building and the Folger
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Shakespeare Library, expenses for which
shall be advanced or reimbursed upon re-
quest of the Architect of the Capitol and
amounts so received shall be deposited into
the Treasury to the credit of this appropria-
tion, $130,705,000, of which $18,189,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2030: Pro-
vided, That not more than $10,000,000 of the
funds credited or to be reimbursed to this ap-
propriation as herein provided shall be avail-
able for obligation during fiscal year 2026.
LIBRARY BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

For all necessary expenses for the mechan-
ical and structural maintenance, care and
operation of the Library buildings and
grounds, $53,139,000, of which $13,400,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2030.

CAPITOL POLICE BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND

SECURITY

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of buildings,
grounds and security enhancements of the
United States Capitol Police, wherever lo-
cated, the Alternate Computing Facility,
and Architect of the Capitol security oper-
ations, $77,630,000, of which $12,000,000 shall
remain available until September 30, 2030:
Provided, That none of the amounts made
available under this heading may be used to
purchase a drone manufactured in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or by a business af-
filiated with the People’s Republic of China
except for national security purposes.

BOTANIC GARDEN

For all necessary expenses for the mainte-
nance, care and operation of the Botanic
Garden and the nurseries, buildings, grounds,
and collections; and purchase and exchange,
maintenance, repair, and operation of a pas-
senger motor vehicle; all under the direction
of the Joint Committee on the Library,
$21,392,000, of which $5,000,000 shall remain
available until September 30, 2030: Provided,
That, of the amount made available under
this heading, the Architect of the Capitol
may obligate and expend such sums as may
be necessary for the maintenance, care and
operation of the National Garden established
under section 307E of the Legislative Branch
Appropriations Act, 1989 (2 U.S.C. 2146), upon
vouchers approved by the Architect of the
Capitol or a duly authorized designee.

CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER

For all necessary expenses for the oper-
ation of the Capitol Visitor Center,
$30,547,000.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

NO BONUSES FOR CONTRACTORS BEHIND
SCHEDULE OR OVER BUDGET

SEC. 120. None of the funds made available
in this Act for the Architect of the Capitol
may be used to make incentive or award pay-
ments to contractors for work on contracts
or programs for which the contractor is be-
hind schedule or over budget, unless the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, or agency-employed
designee, determines that any such devi-
ations are due to unforeseeable events, gov-
ernment-driven scope changes, or are not
significant within the overall scope of the
project and/or program.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses of the Library
of Congress not otherwise provided for, in-
cluding development and maintenance of the
Library’s catalogs; custody and custodial
care of the Library buildings; information
technology services provided centrally; spe-
cial clothing; cleaning, laundering and repair
of uniforms; preservation of motion pictures
in the custody of the Library; operation and
maintenance of the American Folklife Cen-
ter in the Library; preparation and distribu-
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tion of catalog records and other publica-
tions of the Library; hire or purchase of one
passenger motor vehicle; and expenses of the
Library of Congress Trust Fund Board not
properly chargeable to the income of any
trust fund held by the Board, $592,411,000,
and, in addition, amounts credited to this
appropriation during fiscal year 2026 under
the Act of June 28, 1902 (chapter 1301; 32 Stat.
480; 2 U.S.C. 150), shall remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Library of Con-
gress may not obligate or expend any funds
derived from collections under the Act of
June 28, 1902, in excess of the amount author-
ized for obligation or expenditure in appro-
priations Acts: Provided further, That of the
total amount appropriated, no less than
$17,500,000 shall remain available until ex-
pended for the Teaching with Primary
Sources program, the Lewis-Houghton Civics
and Democracy Initiative, the Veterans His-
tory Project, the Surplus Books Program,
upgrades of the Legislative Branch Financial
Management System and data storage and
migration efforts.
COPYRIGHT OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses of the Copy-
right Office, $102,386,000, of which not more
than $37,025,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be derived from collections
credited to this appropriation during fiscal
yvear 2026 under sections 708(d) and 1316 of
title 17, United States Code: Provided, That
the Copyright Office may not obligate or ex-
pend any funds derived from collections
under such section in excess of the amount
authorized for obligation or expenditure in
appropriations Acts: Provided further, That
not more than $7,824,000 shall be derived
from collections during fiscal year 2026 under
sections 111(d)(2), 119(b)(3), 803(e), and 1005 of
such title: Provided further, That the total
amount available for obligation shall be re-
duced by the amount by which collections
are less than $44,849,000: Provided further,
That of the funds provided under this head-
ing, not less than $10,200,000 is for moderniza-
tion initiatives, of which $9,300,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2027: Pro-
vided further, That not more than $100,000 of
the amount appropriated is available for the
maintenance of an ‘‘International Copyright
Institute’ in the Copyright Office of the Li-
brary of Congress for the purpose of training
nationals of developing countries in intellec-
tual property laws and policies: Provided fur-
ther, That not more than $6,500 may be ex-
pended, on the certification of the Librarian
of Congress, in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses for ac-
tivities of the International Copyright Insti-
tute and for copyright delegations, visitors,
and seminars: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any provision of chapter 8 of
title 17, United States Code, any amounts
made available under this heading which are
attributable to royalty fees and payments
received by the Copyright Office pursuant to
sections 111, 119, and chapter 10 of such title
may be used for the costs incurred in the ad-
ministration of the Copyright Royalty
Judges program, with the exception of the
costs of salaries and benefits for the Copy-
right Royalty Judges and staff under section
802(e).

CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses to carry out the
provisions of section 203 of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 166) and
to revise and extend the Annotated Constitu-
tion of the United States of America,
$136,080,000: Provided, That no part of such
amount may be used to pay any salary or ex-
pense in connection with any publication, or
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preparation of material therefor (except the
Digest of Public General Bills), to be issued
by the Library of Congress unless such publi-
cation has obtained prior approval of either
the Committee on House Administration of
the House of Representatives or the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate: Provided further, That this prohibi-
tion does not apply to publication of non-
confidential Congressional Research Service
(CRS) products: Provided further, That a non-
confidential CRS product includes any writ-
ten product containing research or analysis
that is currently available for general con-
gressional access on the CRS Congressional
Intranet, or that would be made available on
the CRS Congressional Intranet in the nor-
mal course of business and does not include
material prepared in response to Congres-
sional requests for confidential analysis or
research.
NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND
AND PRINT DISABLED
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For all necessary expenses to carry out the
Act of March 3, 1931 (chapter 400; 46 Stat.
1487; 2 U.S.C. 13ba), $66,130,000: Provided, That
of the total amount appropriated, $650,000
shall be available to contract to provide
newspapers to blind and print disabled resi-
dents at no cost to the individual.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION
REIMBURSABLE AND REVOLVING FUND
ACTIVITIES

SeEc. 130. (a) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal year
2026, the obligational authority of the Li-
brary of Congress for the activities described
in subsection (b) may not exceed $332,285,000.

(b) AcTIVITIES.—The activities referred to
in subsection (a) are reimbursable and re-
volving fund activities that are funded from
sources other than appropriations to the Li-
brary in appropriations Acts for the legisla-
tive branch.

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
CONGRESSIONAL PUBLISHING
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For authorized publishing of congressional
information and the distribution of congres-
sional information in any format; publishing
of Government publications authorized by
law to be distributed to Members of Con-
gress; and publishing, and distribution of
Government publications authorized by law
to be distributed without charge to the re-
cipient, $80,000,000: Provided, That this appro-
priation shall not be available for paper cop-
ies of the permanent edition of the Congres-
sional Record for individual Representatives,
Resident Commissioners or Delegates au-
thorized under section 906 of title 44, United
States Code: Provided further, That this ap-
propriation shall be available for the pay-
ment of obligations incurred under the ap-
propriations for similar purposes for pre-
ceding fiscal years: Provided further, That
notwithstanding the 2-year limitation under
section 718 of title 44, United States Code,
none of the funds appropriated or made
available under this Act or any other Act for
printing and binding and related services
provided to Congress under chapter 7 of title
44, United States Code, may be expended to
print a document, report, or publication
after the 27-month period beginning on the
date that such document, report, or publica-
tion is authorized by Congress to be printed,
unless Congress reauthorizes such printing
in accordance with section 718 of title 44,
United States Code: Provided further, That
unobligated or unexpended balances of ex-
pired discretionary funds made available
under this heading in this Act for this fiscal
year may be transferred to, and merged with,
funds under the heading ‘“‘GOVERNMENT PUB-
LISHING OFFICE BUSINESS OPERATIONS RE-
VOLVING FUND’ no later than the end of the
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fifth fiscal year after the last fiscal year for
which such funds are available for the pur-
poses for which appropriated, to be available
for carrying out the purposes of this heading,
subject to the approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate: Provided further, That
notwithstanding sections 901, 902, and 906 of
title 44, United States Code, this appropria-
tion may be used to prepare indexes to the
Congressional Record on only a monthly and
session basis.

PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAMS OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses of the public information pro-
grams of the Office of Superintendent of
Documents necessary to provide for the cata-
loging and indexing of Government publica-
tions in any format, and their distribution to
the public, Members of Congress, other Gov-
ernment agencies, and designated depository
and international exchange libraries as au-
thorized by law, $42,475,000: Provided, That
amounts of not more than $2,000,000 from
current year appropriations are authorized
for producing and disseminating Congres-
sional serial sets and other related publica-
tions for the preceding two fiscal years to de-
pository and other designated libraries: Pro-
vided further, That unobligated or unex-
pended balances of expired discretionary
funds made available under this heading in
this Act for this fiscal year may be trans-
ferred to, and merged with, funds under the
heading ‘‘GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
BUSINESS OPERATIONS REVOLVING FUND” no
later than the end of the fifth fiscal year
after the last fiscal year for which such
funds are available for the purposes for
which appropriated, to be available for car-
rying out the purposes of this heading, sub-
ject to the approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE BUSINESS

OPERATIONS REVOLVING FUND

For payment to the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving
Fund, $9,525,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for information technology develop-
ment and facilities repair: Provided, That the
Government Publishing Office is hereby au-
thorized to make such expenditures, within
the limits of funds available and in accord-
ance with law, and to make such contracts
and commitments without regard to fiscal
year limitations as provided by section 9104
of title 31, United States Code, as may be
necessary in carrying out the programs and
purposes set forth in the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year for the Government Pub-
lishing Office Business Operations Revolving
Fund: Provided further, That not more than
$7,5600 may be expended on the certification
of the Director of the Government Pub-
lishing Office in connection with official rep-
resentation and reception expenses: Provided
further, That the Business Operations Re-
volving Fund shall be available for the hire
or purchase of not more than 12 passenger
motor vehicles: Provided further, That ex-
penditures in connection with travel ex-
penses of the advisory councils to the Direc-
tor of the Government Publishing Office
shall be deemed necessary to carry out the
provisions of title 44, United States Code:
Provided further, That the Business Oper-
ations Revolving Fund shall be available for
temporary or intermittent services under
section 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates for individuals not more than
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of
basic pay for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of such title: Provided
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further, That activities financed through the
Business Operations Revolving Fund may
provide information in any format: Provided
further, That the Business Operations Re-
volving Fund and the funds provided under
the heading ‘“‘PUBLIC INFORMATION PROGRAMS
OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS’’ may
not be used for contracted security services
at Government Publishing Office’s passport
facility in the District of Columbia.
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Government
Accountability Office, including not more
than $12,500 to be expended on the certifi-
cation of the Comptroller General of the
United States in connection with official
representation and reception expenses; tem-
porary or intermittent services under sec-
tion 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code,
but at rates for individuals not more than
the daily equivalent of the annual rate of
basic pay for level IV of the Executive
Schedule under section 5315 of such title;
hire of one passenger motor vehicle; advance
payments in foreign countries in accordance
with section 3324 of title 31, United States
Code; benefits comparable to those payable
under sections 901(5), (6), and (8) of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 4081(5), (6),
and (8)); and under regulations prescribed by
the Comptroller General of the TUnited
States, rental of living quarters in foreign
countries, $811,894,000, of which $5,000,000
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That, in addition, $35,424,000 of pay-
ments received under sections 782, 791, 3521,
and 9105 of title 31, United States Code, shall
be available without fiscal year limitation:
Provided further, That this appropriation and
appropriations for administrative expenses
of any other department or agency which is
a member of the National Intergovernmental
Audit Forum or a Regional Intergovern-
mental Audit Forum shall be available to fi-
nance an appropriate share of either Forum’s
costs as determined by the respective
Forum, including necessary travel expenses
of non-Federal participants: Provided further,
That payments hereunder to the Forum may
be credited as reimbursements to any appro-
priation from which costs involved are ini-
tially financed: Provided further, That
amounts made available under this heading
shall be available to cover costs incurred by
the Tiny Findings Child Development Cen-
ter, in such amount and for such purposes as
determined by the Comptroller General, sub-
ject to notification provided to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate.

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE FOR

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP FUND

For a payment to the Congressional Office
for International Leadership Fund for fi-
nancing activities of the Congressional Of-
fice for International Leadership under sec-
tion 313 of the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Act, 2001 (2 U.S.C. 1151), $6,000,000: Pro-
vided, That funds made available to support
Russian participants shall only be used for
those engaging in free market development,
humanitarian activities, and civic engage-
ment, and shall not be used for officials of
the central government of Russia.

JOHN C. STENNIS CENTER FOR PUBLIC
SERVICE TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

For payment to the John C. Stennis Center
for Public Service Development Trust Fund
established under section 116 of the John C.
Stennis Center for Public Service Training
and Development Act (2 U.S.C. 1105), $430,000.

TITLE II
GENERAL PROVISIONS

MAINTENANCE AND CARE OF PRIVATE VEHICLES

SEC. 201. No part of the funds appropriated
in this Act shall be used for the maintenance
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or care of private vehicles, except for emer-
gency assistance and cleaning as may be pro-
vided under regulations relating to parking
facilities for the House of Representatives
issued by the Committee on House Adminis-
tration and for the Senate issued by the
Committee on Rules and Administration.
FISCAL YEAR LIMITATION

SEC. 202. No part of the funds appropriated
in this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond fiscal year 2026 unless expressly
so provided in this Act.

RATES OF COMPENSATION AND DESIGNATION

SEC. 203. Whenever in this Act any office or
position not specifically established by the
Legislative Pay Act of 1929 (46 Stat. 32 et
seq.) is appropriated for or the rate of com-
pensation or designation of any office or po-
sition appropriated for is different from that
specifically established by such Act, the rate
of compensation and the designation in this
Act shall be the permanent law with respect
thereto: Provided, That the provisions in this
Act for the various items of official expenses
of Members, officers, and committees of the
Senate and House of Representatives, and
clerk hire for Senators and Members of the
House of Representatives shall be the perma-
nent law with respect thereto.

CONSULTING SERVICES

SEC. 204. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract, under
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
shall be limited to those contracts where
such expenditures are a matter of public
record and available for public inspection,
except where otherwise provided under exist-
ing law, or under existing Executive order
issued under existing law.

COSTS OF LEGISLATIVE BRANCH FINANCIAL

MANAGERS COUNCIL

SEC. 205. Amounts available for adminis-
trative expenses of any legislative branch
entity which participates in the Legislative
Branch Financial Managers Council
(LBFMC) established by charter on March 26,
1996, shall be available to finance an appro-
priate share of LBFMC costs as determined
by the LBFMC, except that the total LBFMC
costs to be shared among all participating
legislative branch entities (in such alloca-
tions among the entities as the entities may
determine) may not exceed $2,000.

LIMITATION ON TRANSFERS

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States Government, except pursuant
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tion Act.

GUIDED TOURS OF THE CAPITOL

SEC. 207. (a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), none of the funds made available
to the Architect of the Capitol in this Act
may be used to eliminate or restrict guided
tours of the United States Capitol which are
led by employees and interns of offices of
Members of Congress and other offices of the
House of Representatives and Senate, unless
through regulations as authorized by section
402(b)(8) of the Capitol Visitor Center Act of
2008 (2 U.S.C. 2242(b)(8)).

(b) At the direction of the Capitol Police
Board, or at the direction of the Architect of
the Capitol with the approval of the Capitol
Police Board, guided tours of the United
States Capitol which are led by employees
and interns described in subsection (a) may
be suspended temporarily or otherwise sub-
ject to restriction for security or related rea-
sons to the same extent as guided tours of
the United States Capitol which are led by
the Architect of the Capitol.
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LIMITATION ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS
EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT

SEC. 208. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available under this Act may
be used to acquire telecommunications
equipment produced by Huawei Technologies
Company or ZTE Corporation.

PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN OPERATIONAL
EXPENSES

SEC. 209. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities or other official government ac-
tivities.

PLASTIC WASTE REDUCTION

SEC. 210. All agencies and offices funded by
this Act that contract with a food service
provider or providers shall confer and coordi-
nate with such food service provider or pro-
viders, in consultation with disability advo-
cacy groups, to eliminate or reduce plastic
waste, including waste from plastic straws,
explore the use of biodegradable items, and
increase recycling and composting opportu-
nities.

LIMITATION ON COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENTS

FOR MEMBERS

SEcC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no adjustment shall be made
under section 601(a) of the Legislative Reor-
ganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C. 4501) (relat-
ing to cost of living adjustments for Mem-
bers of Congress) during fiscal year 2026.

EXTENSION OF PUMP ACT PROTECTIONS TO
CONGRESSIONAL STAFF

SEC. 212. Section 203(a)(1) of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1313(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and section 12(c)” and in-
serting ‘‘section 12(c), and section 18D’’; and

(2) by inserting ‘¢, 218d”’ after ‘212(c)”’.

SENATE PROTECTION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 213. (a) For an additional amount for
“Contingent Expenses of the Senate—Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Sen-
ate”, $18,500,000, to remain available until
expended, of which $15,000,000 shall be for en-
hanced Member security and $3,500,000 shall
be for the residential security system pro-
gram: Provided, That amounts made avail-
able pursuant to this subsection may be
transferred to ‘‘Salaries, Officers and Em-
ployees—Office of the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper’’ and ‘‘Contingent Expenses of
the Senate—Sergeant at Arms Business Con-
tinuity and Disaster Recovery Fund’’: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority
provided pursuant to the preceding proviso is
in addition to any other transfer authority
provided by law: Provided further, That of the
amounts made available pursuant to this
subsection for enhanced Member security,
such sums as necessary may be used to re-
store amounts, either directly, through re-
imbursement, or through the transfer au-
thority in the first proviso, for obligations
incurred for the same purposes by the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the Senate
prior to the date of enactment of this Act:
Provided further, That amounts made avail-
able pursuant to this subsection shall be al-
located in accordance with a spending plan
submitted to the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate.

(b) For an additional amount for ‘‘Capitol
Police—United States Capitol Police Mutual
Aid Reimbursements’’, $25,000,000, to remain
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available until September 30, 2030, for reim-
bursements for mutual aid and related train-
ing, including mutual aid and training pro-
vided under the agreements described in sec-
tion 7302 of Public Law 108-458: Provided,
That obligation of the funds made available
pursuant to this subsection be subject to no-
tification to the Chairmen and Ranking
Members of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, the Senate
Committee on Rules and Administration,
and the Committee on House Administration
of the amount and purpose of the expense
within 15 days of obligation.

(c) For an additional amount for ‘‘Capitol
Police— General Expenses’’, $1,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, to provide
support to the Senate Sergeant at Arms resi-
dential security system program.

(d) Each amount provided by this section is
designated by the Congress as being for an
emergency requirement pursuant to section
4001(a)(1) of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress),
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2022, and to legislation estab-
lishing fiscal year 2026 budget enforcement
in the House of Representatives.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Act, 2026°".

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I have
nine requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025,
at 9:30 a.m., to conduct an open hearing
on nominations.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at 10
a.m., to hold a subcommittee hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at 9:45
a.m., to consider nominations.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, at
10:15 a.m., to consider nominations.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 22,
2025, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
nominations.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, July 22,
2025, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is

authorized to meet during the session
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of the Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025,
at 10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, July 22, 2025,
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
July 22, 2025, at 3 p.m., to conduct a
closed briefing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN
COWBOY

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
332, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 332) designating July
26, 2025, as ‘‘National Day of the American
Cowboy”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HUSTED. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

——

MAINTAINING AMERICAN SUPERI-
ORITY BY IMPROVING EXPORT
CONTROL TRANSPARENCY ACT

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 1316 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1316) to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 relating to licensing
transparency.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HUSTED. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1316) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

332) was
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ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY
23, 2025

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 23; that following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, morning
business be closed, and the Senate re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 121, H.R. 3944,
postcloture; that the postcloture time
expire at 2 p.m. and the Senate vote on
the motion to proceed; further, not-
withstanding rule XXII, the cloture
motions filed on Monday, July 21, ripen
following the vote on the motion to
proceed to H.R. 3944; finally, that at 11
a.m., the Senate execute the order with
respect to the Roth and Hurley nomi-
nations in the order listed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HUSTED. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senator WELCH.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.

———
NEW START TREATY

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, on Feb-
ruary 13, President Trump said some-
thing that few expected to hear. He
said:

There’s no reason for us to be building
brand-new nuclear weapons. We already have
so many. You could destroy the world 50
times over, 100 times over. And here we are
building new nuclear weapons.

We’'re all spending a lot of money that we
could be spending on other things that are
actually, hopefully, much more productive.

I could not agree more with what
President Trump said. It is why I want
to speak today about the soon-to-ex-
pire New START treaty and the very
real possibility of a new nuclear arms
race, something that neither the Presi-
dent, the Vice President, nor any other
senior official has even mentioned, but
it is looming.

It is important to step back a mo-
ment and understand how we got to
this point. There is no better way to
begin than with J. Robert
Oppenheimer, the scientist who led the
team of physicists and engineers who
built the first atomic bomb.
Oppenheimer, as you Kknow, directed
the Manhattan Project’s Los Alamos
Laboratory in a way that—it was wide-
ly believed then and is to this day—no
one else could have done.

The use of the atomic bomb against
Japan marked the end of the Second
World War. It also demonstrated to the
world that a war between two nuclear
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powers would be cataclysmic for both
and potentially apocalyptic for the en-
tire world.

After the war ended, Oppenheimer
and many of the scientists who partici-
pated in the Manhattan Project, know-
ing the dangers, spent much of the re-
mainder of their lives warning the
world of the danger of a nuclear arms
race, and they advocated for inter-
national controls on nuclear weapons.

In 1954, unfortunately, at the height
of the McCarthy era, Oppenheimer
himself was targeted for his advocacy
by the Atomic Energy Commission. No
evidence was ever produced that
Oppenheimer was a security risk or
that he was anything other than a
loyal American, and the Commis-
sioners acknowledged as much. Never-
theless, the physicist who just 9 years
before had been heralded as a hero for
his role in ending the war in the Pa-
cific had his security clearance re-
voked, and it effectively ended his bril-
liant scientific career.

The flawed AEC decision remained in
effect for 68 years until my prede-
cessor, Senator Patrick Leahy, along
with 42 of his Senate colleagues—
Democrats and Republicans—peti-
tioned then-Secretary of Energy Jen-
nifer Granholm to vacate the AEC’s
flawed decision. And they were sup-
ported by distinguished members of the
U.S. scientific community, including
the Director and former Directors of
the Los Alamos National Laboratory.

On December 16, 2022, Secretary
Granholm vacated the AEC’s decision,
thanks to Senator Leahy’s multiyear
effort. Her thoughtful decision recog-
nized that the abuse of power used to
discredit Oppenheimer should not re-
main a historical precedent. In doing
s0, Secretary Granholm reaffirmed the
government’s responsibility to encour-
age unrestrained, unthreatened sci-
entific discourse.

So, Mr. President, today, unfortu-
nately, Robert Oppenheimer’s worst
fear is becoming a reality. Hundreds of
our nuclear warheads are literally
ready to launch on missiles that can
obliterate targets that are thousands
of miles away in a mere 30 minutes.
And we also, as the Presiding Officer
knows, have hundreds of nuclear bombs
in this country and others.

Now Vladimir Putin is recklessly
threatening to use tactical nuclear
weapons against Ukraine. That is the
equivalent of a Hiroshima bomb. That
is what we would call it today. China is
expanding its arsenal of more than 600
nuclear weapons. North Korea is ex-
panding its arsenal of nuclear warheads
and ballistic missiles. And it may be
only a matter of time before terrorists
obtain the enriched uranium to build a
crude nuclear bomb.

Unlike the atomic bombs that de-
stroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
1945, many of today’s thousands of nu-
clear weapons are many more times
powerful. And that decision to start a
nuclear war can be made by a single in-
dividual—the President—with no re-
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quirement that he first consult with
anyone. A single use of a tactical nu-
clear weapon, either by accident or de-
sign, could trigger a flurry of esca-
lating responses with far more power-
ful strategic weapons that would cause
incalculable loss of life, widespread ra-
diation poisoning, and destruction on a
scale unlike anything seen in human
history. The number of people Kkilled
immediately is estimated to be in the
tens or even hundreds of millions, and
many more would later die from fam-
ine.

There is little doubt that a nuclear
war would pose an existential threat to
civilization as we know it. So I believe
we must all, regardless of political af-
filiation, reaffirm what both Presidents
Reagan and Gorbachev said 39 years
ago:

A nuclear war cannot be won and must
never be fought.

Yet here in Congress, despite the
warnings of organizations like the Bul-
letin of the Atomic Scientists and the
Arms Control Association, one rarely
hears a word spoken among us about
this existential threat. We have be-
come far too complacent because for 80
years, as Robert Oppenheimer and oth-
ers hoped after revealing to the world
the immense destructive power of an
atomic bomb, the inevitability of mu-
tually assured destruction itself has
deterred the use of those nuclear weap-
ons.

It is different today. With mercurial
leaders like Vladimir Putin and Kim
Jong Un, we cannot rely on deterrence
alone. Existing nuclear arms control
treaties are either no longer adhered to
by Russia or the United States or they
are close to expiring, and there are no
negotiations currently underway or
even envisioned on a new generation of
international limits on nuclear weap-
ons.

My colleague from Massachusetts
Senator MARKEY and several others
here have sought to counter this com-
placency, and I want to commend Sen-
ator MARKEY for the bill he introduced
on January 20, the Restricting First
Use of Nuclear Weapons Act, of which I
am an original cosponsor. And last
week, I also cosponsored Senator MAR-
KEY’s resolution marking the 80th an-
niversary of the Trinity Test and urg-
ing the United States to lead the world
in reversing the nuclear arms race.

But the danger of a new nuclear arms
race has received far too little atten-
tion from Congress and from the ad-
ministration. This complacency cannot
continue. The use of a single nuclear
weapon, whether tactical or strategic,
accidental or intentional, and the like-
ly response would dwarf all the other
crises that we are preoccupied with by
many orders of magnitude, and by then
focusing on it would be too late.

Despite our sharp differences with
the Governments of Russia and China,
they have as much interest in pre-
venting an unwinnable nuclear war as
we do. We and our allies must urgently
seek to reinvigorate negotiations on
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more effective mechanisms to prevent
the development, proliferation, and use
of nuclear weapons.

The New START Treaty, which en-
tered into force in 2011, limits Russia’s
arsenal of nuclear weapons. The United
States and Russia extended the treaty
in 2021, but only for a period of 5 years,
and that expires in February 2026.

Ideally, we and the Russians would
agree to continue to abide by the lim-
its of the New START while we nego-
tiate yet another treaty to further re-
duce the number of nuclear weapons.
But, unfortunately, last February,
Putin announced the Russian Federa-
tion’s suspension of New START, and
there has been minimal discussion be-
tween our two countries about any fur-
ther agreements.

When New START does expire, unless
a new agreement is in place, there will
be absolutely no limits on the number
of strategic nuclear weapons that the
United States and Russia can deploy.
The number of nuclear weapons could
skyrocket to levels not seen since the
1980s, incidentally, at huge cost to the
American taxpayer.

The result would be a world far more
dangerous than the one we now occupy.

The United States has its share of re-
sponsibility for the collapse of nuclear
arms control. During the first Trump
administration, the United States
withdrew from the 1987 Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty. And dur-
ing President Trump’s first term, he
withdrew from the Iran nuclear agree-
ment, after which Iran, as we know, ac-
celerated its uranium enrichment pro-
gram.

Today, some of President Trump’s
advisers have even proposed that we re-
sume nuclear testing. We cannot do
that. It would be an unmitigated dis-
aster, subjecting countless Americans
to cancer-causing radioactive fallout
once again. We cannot repeat that mis-
take. We cannot repeat and cause that
harm.

Under the 1968 Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty, the United States,
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Russia, and China have an obligation
to ‘“‘pursue negotiations in good faith
on effective measures relating to ces-
sation of the nuclear arms race at an
early date and to nuclear disar-
mament.”’

In the past, even when relations have
fallen to their lowest points, the
United States and Russia had decades
of cooperation on this issue. Today,
with Vladimir Putin firmly in control,
it is hard to see a way forward.

President Trump’s comments in Feb-
ruary offer me a ray of hope. We should
continue to denounce Putin’s nuclear
saber-rattling and Russia’s suspension
of its participation in New START. But
the Trump administration should also
do everything possible to breathe new
life into talks with Russia to achieve
new binding limits on Russia’s arsenal.
The security of both countries and our
allies depends on this.

If Putin refuses to replace New
START, despite it being in Russia’s
own national interest, there are other
concrete steps that we, Russia, and
China could take short of negotiating
an entirely new treaty that would help
reduce the risk of nuclear war, one
that could be caused by false alarm, by
error, or by misperceptions.

These include improving lines of
communication to reduce that risk of
miscommunication or misperception;
creating joint early-warning centers to
monitor missile launches; detargeting
so that any accidental launch of a nu-
clear-armed missile lands in the ocean;
removing all nuclear weapons from
high-alert status; reducing incentives
to respond quickly to a possible nu-
clear attack; reducing the number of
deployed nuclear weapons; and re-
nouncing first use of nuclear weapons
and restricting or eliminating a Presi-
dent’s authority to launch a nuclear
weapon without congressional ap-
proval.

Mr. President, since the 1980s, thanks
to negotiators in both countries, the
United States and Russia curtailed an
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unrestrained nuclear arms race that
led to the deployment of staggering
numbers of increasingly destructive
weapons that could not rationally be
justified for deterrence or any other
purpose.

The START Treaty and New START
were historic achievements—bipartisan
achievements. I would like to think
that President Trump was serious
when he spoke of the need for the
United States, Russia, and China to
stop building more nuclear weapons.
But even modest steps to reduce the
chance of a catastrophic mistake or
miscalculation resulting in the use of
nuclear weapons should be among our
highest national priorities.

I yield the floor.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8 p.m., ad-
journed until Wednesday, July 23, 2025,
at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate July 22, 2025:

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL
INTELLIGENCE

AARON LUKAS, OF ARKANSAS, TO BE PRINCIPAL DEP-
UTY DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

BRADLEY HANSELL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE FOR INTELLIGENCE AND SECU-
RITY.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TERRANCE COLE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE ADMINISTRATOR
OF DRUG ENFORCEMENT.

THE JUDICIARY

JOSHUA M. DIVINE, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN AND WEST-
ERN DISTRICTS OF MISSOURI.

CRISTIAN M. STEVENS, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF MISSOURI.
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HONORING ALICE SMITH JONES ON
HER FIFTH JUNETEENTH CELE-
BRATION

HON. JONATHAN L. JACKSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the impactful life and re-
markable dedication of Alice Smith Jones, an
extraordinary educator and tireless activist
whose commitment to fostering hope and em-
powering young minds has spanned decades.
As we mark the anniversary of her fifth
Juneteenth celebration, we take this oppor-
tunity to honor her inspiring journey.

Born in Chicago, Alice Smith Jones was
raised in a home steeped in community serv-
ice and activism. Her mother, a dedicated
nurse, worked tirelessly in public schools,
while her father served both the post office
and the streets and sanitation department.
Both of her parents were esteemed activists
and community leaders, instilling in Alice the
profound belief in making the world a better
place.

Driven by a passion for learning and a de-
sire to connect with others, Alice pursued
higher education with zeal. She earned a
bachelor’'s degree in fine arts from Columbia
College, followed by a master’s degree in edu-
cation from Roosevelt University, and further
specialized with a master's in Literacy from
Northeastern University. This extensive aca-
demic journey laid the foundation for her dis-
tinguished career

For an impressive thirty-three years, Alice
Smith Jones has dedicated herself to the stu-
dents of Chicago as a cherished public-school
teacher. Her teaching philosophy is rooted in
a deep desire to see the world become a bet-
ter place, and she consistently finds profound
hope when she sees noticeable growth in her
students. She tirelessly instills in her students
a strong sense of pride and identity, encour-
aging them to always find ways to improve
themselves. Her classroom has been a bea-
con of inspiration, nurturing confidence and in-
tellectual curiosity. Alice lives by the principle
of finding what works for you and encourages
others to live a principled life. Her commitment
to personal growth and global understanding
led her to significant milestones, including liv-
ing and teaching in another country for three
years. This transformative experience allowed
her to truly find herself and broadened her
perspectlve. Her dedication to excellence was
further recognized when she became the re-
cipient of a full Bright Scholarship and a Study
Abroad opportunity, underscoring her exem-
plary achievements and thirst for knowledge.

Beyond her professional life, Alice Smith
Jones is deeply engaged in her community.
She is a proud member of Operation PUSH,
actively involved with the Woodlawn Summit
Organization, and serves on the Board of
ETA. Furthermore, she acts as a consultant
for the African Festival of the Arts and gener-

ously volunteers her time at various churches,
demonstrating her relentless commitment to
social and community upliftment.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the extraordinary life and on-
going accomplishments of Alice Smith Jones,
a tireless educator, a beacon of hope, and an
inspiring leader whose dedication continues to
enrich our Nation.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF POLK
CITY, FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize and celebrate the 100th year
anniversary of the City of Polk City, Florida.

Polk City, known locally as the Gateway to
the Green Swamp, is in the northern part of
Polk County, Florida. The city officially re-
ceived its charter on April 3, 1925, thus mark-
ing the beginning of its formal governance and
development.

Polk City was first settled in 1922 when Mr.
Isaac Van Horn was traveling through Polk
County and believed oil fields waited to be ex-
ploited. Mr. Van Horn was responsible for
naming the town after President James K.
Polk and increasing the population with new
construction of oil rigs.

Today, Polk City is home to approximately
2,000 residents and remains a vibrant small
town with a strong sense community and rural
charm. It is known for the General James. A.
Van Fleet Trail and beautiful lakes. As we
commemorate this centennial milestone, we
honor the generations who have shaped Polk
City’s legacy as a city built on resilience, agri-
culture, and a deep sense of community.

Happy Centennial, Polk City.

APPRECIATING ED FEULNER
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, America will always cherish the vision of
Ed Feulner for limited government, expanded
freedoms, and Peace Through Strength. Per-
sonally, on January 4, 2019, he sent me a
note acknowledging his achievements, “Dear
Joe, I'm honored. You're a real hero to all of
us! Onward! Ed.”

The following is from The Heritage Founda-
tion on the loss of its Founder, Ed Feulner:

“WASHINGTON—The Heritage Foundation
released the following statement today from
Heritage President Dr. Kevin Roberts and
Board of Trustees Chairman Barb Van Andel-
Gaby, lauding the legacy and mourning the
loss of Heritage Founder Edwin J. Feulner:

“It is with great sorrow that we announce
the passing of Edwin J. Feulner, founder,
trustee, and the longest-serving president of
The Heritage Foundation.

“Ed Feulner was more than a leader—he
was a visionary, a builder, and a patriot of
the highest order. His unwavering love of
country and his determination to safeguard
the principles that made America the freest,
most prosperous nation in human history
shaped every fiber of the conservative move-
ment—and still do.

“Ed founded The Heritage Foundation in
1973, planting a flag for Truth in a town too
often seduced by power. What started as a
small outpost for conservative ideas be-
came—under Ed’s tireless leadership—the in-
tellectual arsenal for the Reagan Revolution
and the modern conservative movement. In
the four decades that followed, Ed’s fore-
sight, discipline, and moral clarity made
Heritage a battleship, unshaken by political
winds and focused solely on fighting for the
American people.

‘““After leading Heritage for 37 years as
president, Ed continued to serve on our
Board of Trustees, offering encouragement
and sage advice in equal measure. Ed was an
important mentor to us, respectively, and to
all of those who had the honor of knowing
him. In addition to his work at Heritage, he
continued his active participation in many
other conservative organizations.

“Whether he was bringing together the
various corners of the conservative move-
ment at meetings of the Philadelphia Soci-
ety, or launching what is now the Heritage
Strategy Forum, Ed championed a bold,
“‘big-tent conservatism.’”” He believed in ad-
dition, not subtraction. Unity, not uni-
formity. One of his favorite mantras was
‘You win through multiplication and addi-
tion, not through division and subtraction.’
His legacy is not just the institution he
built, but the movement he helped grow—a
movement rooted in faith, family, freedom,
and the founding.

‘“His ‘Feulnerisms’ still resonate in the
halls of Heritage—where they will always be
remembered. ‘People are policy,” for in-
stance—the heartbeat of his mission—to
equip, encourage, and elevate a new genera-
tion of conservative leaders, not just in
Washington, but across this great country.
And we still remember his adjuration to
never be complacent or discouraged: ‘In
Washington, there are no permanent vic-
tories and no permanent defeats.’

“Ed himself seemed immune to discourage-
ment. Every day was, for him, a new oppor-
tunity to strike a blow for freedom, to fur-
ther the promise of America and make it a
reality for all. His was a life of joyful defi-
ance in the face of tyranny and bureaucratic
decay—a life defined by courage, conviction,
and the word he signed off with every single
day: Onward!

“To his beloved wife, Linda, their children,
and grandchildren—we extend our deepest
prayers and condolences. And to Ed—we say
thank you. Thank you for showing us what
one faithful, fearless man can do when he re-
fuses to cede ground in the fight for self-gov-
ernance.

“The Heritage Foundation will honor Ed’s
life the best way we know how: by carrying
his mission forward with courage, integrity,
and determination. We will never forget his
leadership, his example, or his favorite
charge: “Onward. Always.””’

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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FRANCIS G. NEWLANDS MEMORIAL
REMOVAL ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duce the Francis G. Newlands Memorial Re-
moval Act, which would remove the plaque
and inscriptions on a fountain bearing Francis
G. Newlands’ name from Chevy Chase Circle,
a federal park located in both the District of
Columbia and Maryland. Representative JAMIE
RASKIN of Maryland joins me in introducing
this bill. and Senator CHRIS VAN HOLLEN of
Maryland is the sponsor of the companion bill.

Newlands was a U.S. senator from Nevada,
a conservationist and the founder of the
Chevy Chase Land Company, which devel-
oped the Chevy Chase neighborhood that
touches D.C. and Maryland. Newlands was
also a segregationist. He built Connecticut Av-
enue and ran a streetcar up the road to the
newly built Chevy Chase Lake. However,
homes on Connecticut Avenue were purposely
priced to keep working families out, and cov-
enants were later added to many of the prop-
erty deeds in Chevy Chase explicitly prohib-
iting the land from ever being owned by Afri-
can Americans or Jews. These covenants
have since been declared void. Newlands
went further to keep Black and White Ameri-
cans separate. In the late 1800s, he and Sen-
ator William Stewart secured 2,000 acres of
land for Rock Creek Park. Establishing this
park not only increased property values for
landowners like Newlands and Stewart, but
also kept White communities separate from
emerging Black communities on what they
called the “wrong side of the park.” Newlands’
racist views went even further. In 1912, he
called for the repeal of the 15th amendment,
which gave African-American men the right to
vote.

The fountain in Chevy Chase Circle was es-
tablished in 1932 by Congress. In 1990, the
Chevy Chase Land Company added a plaque
with Newlands’ name next to the fountain. A
resolution to remove Newlands’ name from the
fountain was first introduced by the D.C.
Chevy Chase Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission in 2014. On July 27, 2020, the com-
mission voted unanimously to ask the National
Park Service (NPS) to remove the plaque
bearing Newlands’ name and to begin discus-
sion on a new name for the fountain. On Sep-
tember 14, 2020, the Maryland Chevy Chase
Village Board of Managers adopted a resolu-
tion calling on NPS and Congress to remove
any mention of Newlands from the fountain.
On April 19, 2022, the Montgomery County
Council introduced a resolution affirming the
county’s support for this bill. Newlands should
not be honored on federal land.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

HONORING MR. FRANK FIGGERS
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a lifelong civil rights
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activist, educator, and servant leader, Mr.
Frank Figgers. A son of Mississippi, Mr.
Figgers has dedicated his life to empowering
communities, defending civil rights, and shap-
ing a more just society.

Mr. Figgers is a graduate of Tougaloo Col-
lege, Class of 1971, where his journey as a
freedom fighter began through his work rooted
with the Jackson Human Rights Project,
founded by SNCC Field Organizer Howard
Spencer. He played a foundational role in
launching the Georgetown Liberation School,
which evolved into the Black and Proud Ele-
mentary School, an institution rooted in libera-
tion, pride, and academic excellence.

Throughout his life, Mr. Figgers has re-
mained on the front lines of social trans-
formation. He served eight years as Election
Commissioner for Hinds County District 3, be-
coming the first African American elected to
that post in his district. His professional career
also includes 27 years at Sherwin-Williams
Company as an Architectural Products Spe-
cialist, serving in key leadership positions. Ad-
ditionally, he served as a Parent and Commu-
nity Development Specialist at Lanier High
School through the nationally recognized Alge-
bra Project, working to close education gaps
in underserved schools.

Currently, Mr. Figgers serves as Program
Manager of Community Outreach and Edu-
cation at One Voice, a non-partisan nonprofit
committed to strengthening civic engagement,
promoting voting rights, and advancing leader-
ship development throughout Mississippi.

Mr. Figgers’ commitment to education, youth
development, and social justice extends
through his leadership on multiple boards and
advisory bodies. He is a longtime member of
the Board of Trustees for the Jackson Public
School District. He serves as Vice Chairman
of the Board of Directors for the Veterans of
the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement
(VMCRM), preserving the legacy and lessons
of the Movement for future generations. He
has served, since 1998, as a board member
of the Young People’s Project (YPP) in Jack-
son, an organization rooted in the legacy of
the Algebra Project, which uses peer-to-peer
math literacy and organizing as tools for youth
empowerment.

Mr. Figgers is also a member of China
Grove Lodge No. 110 of the M.W. Stringer
Grand Lodge of MS, PHA. He is also a Life
Member of the NAACP, demontrating his en-
during passion for justice and equality. Re-
cently, Mr. Figgers was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award by the Mississippi Histor-
ical Society.

Spiritually grounded and civically engaged,
Mr. Figgers is a faithful member of Shady
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Jackson,
MS, serving as a deacon and the Chairman of
Finance. He is the proud husband of Mrs.
Laura Terrell Figgers and the devoted father
of Fareeda Tobechi Figgers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Frank Figgers. His life re-
flects integrity, resilience, and a steadfast
commitment to empowering others through
education, activism, and service. Mississippi
and this Nation are better because of him.

July 22, 2025

HONORING THE LIFE OF MASTER
SERGEANT JAMES GARNER, JR.

HON. MIKE EZELL

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Master Sergeant James Edward (Jim) Garner,
Jr., who passed on June 17, 2025, at the age
of 88.

Born in Paulding, Mississippi in 1936, Jim
served 27 years in the U.S. Army. He was de-
ployed to places such as Korea, Vietham, The
Dominican Republic, Thailand, Cambodia, and
more, retiring in 1980 as a Special Forces
Master Sergeant.

He led operations under Colonel Charles
Beckwith of Delta Force, and later taught
ROTC at Marion Military Institute, where he
created the school’s first Orienteering Team.

His unmatched dedication is awarded and
shown through his dozens of military honors
and decorations.

Jim excelled at checkers and dominos,
cooked delicious meals, loved outdoor pur-
suits, and kept a thriving garden.

He was known for being an avid reader and
having a vast knowledge of old movies. But
above all, he cherished his wife Margaret, and
their big loving family.

Today we honor a life that was full of serv-
ice, courage, mentorship, and love. Jim Gar-
ner was a true American Hero.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker,
on July 21, 2025, | was unable to attend votes
due to a travel issue. Had | been present, |
would have voted: NAY on Roll Call 213, and
YEA on Roll Call No. 214.

———

HONORING OFFICER FRANCISCO
FLATTES

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart to honor the life and sac-
rifice of Officer Francisco Flattes, a devoted
detention officer in Cherokee County, North
Carolina, who was killed in the line of duty on
June 30, 2025.

Officer Flattes was more than just a public
servant. He was a husband, a father, a grand-
father, a colleague, and a friend to many. For
four years, he served the Cherokee County
Detention Center with unwavering commit-
ment, ensuring that the rule of law was upheld
with integrity and compassion.

Tragically, while performing his duties—es-
corting an inmate for medical care—Officer
Flattes was killed in the line of duty in an act
of senseless violence. He gave his life pro-
tecting others, and in doing so, reminded us
all of the risks our law enforcement officers
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face every single day when they put on the
uniform.

Officer Flattes leaves behind a loving family,
including his wife, who also serves as a deten-
tion officer, his children and grandchildren,
and a son-in-law who wears the same badge
in defense of our communities.

| extend my deepest condolences to the
Flattes family and the Cherokee County Sher-
iff's Office. We honor his courage, his kind-
ness, his dedication, and his memory. May we
never forget the price that heroes like Officer
Flattes pay so that we may live in safety and
peace.

May God bless the Flattes family and may
God bless all those who wear the badge in
service to our communities.

———

HONORING TALIA GLASS

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the years of dedicated public service of
Talia Glass, a Senior Community Representa-
tive in my District Office. Ms. Glass has self-
lessly served Minnesota’s 5th District for over
six years—since my first day in Congress. She
has proven herself to be an incredibly thought-
ful, organized, and reliable public servant, and
the people of the 5th District are better off be-
cause of her service.

Talia is a born and raised Minneapolis resi-
dent and her dedication to this city and the en-
tire 5th District is exemplified in everything she
does. Over the last six years, Talia has helped
countless constituents through federal case-
work assistance. She made sure small busi-
nesses were awarded the funding needed to
stay open, fought for families’ long-awaited tax
returns, and ensured that individuals received
their vital health insurance benefits. She orga-
nized major events to bring hundreds of con-
stituents, advocates, and public officials to-
gether to tackle some of our community’s big-
gest problems—the opioid crisis, Black mater-
nal health, hospital stability, and so much
more.

Along with her stellar casework record, Talia
led my office’s work on Community Project
Funding. In just three years, Talia successfully
managed our effort to bring home over fifty-
four million dollars to the 5th District. She has
a history of success, with every single project
within her first three years being approved for
funding. Her attention to detail, her reliability,
and her dedication to quality work has served
her well in her commitment to improving the
lives of Minnesotans.

| ask my colleagues to join me in thanking
Talia for her years of remarkable public serv-
ice during her time with the U.S. House of
Representatives. It would be impossible for us
to do this work without hardworking, compas-
sionate staff supporting us. It has been a privi-
lege to work with Talia and witness her ac-
complishments over the last six years, and |
wish her the best in this new chapter of her
career.
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HONORING DEBORAH PORTER ON
HER 68TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JONATHAN L. JACKSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the impactful life and multi-
faceted contributions of Deborah J. Porter, a
distinguished media professional, passionate
stylist, and dedicated community advocate. As
she marks her birthday on July 21, 1957, we
take this moment to honor her remarkable
journey and enduring legacy.

Born in Port Gibson, Mississippi, and reared
in Chicago from a very young age, Deborah J.
Porter was shaped by the values of dedication
and perseverance, instilled by her hardworking
mother, a domestic worker, and her father,
employed at a steel mill.

A proud alumna of Columbia College Chi-
cago, Deborah earned her Bachelor of Arts in
Television in 1980. During her senior year,
impactful internships at WBMX and WLS
proved instrumental in launching her illustrious
career. Her commitment to community em-
powerment began at just eleven years old
when she joined the choir of Operation Bread-
basket, remaining actively involved through its
successor, Rainbow PUSH. This organization
profoundly shaped her character, discipline,
and ambition, fueling her remarkable success.

Immediately after college, Deborah em-
barked on a decade-long career at V103FM
(formerly WBMX-FM), evolving through var-
ious roles from receptionist to producer of
“Sunday Morning Live,” and later contributing
to traffic, music research, and sales. Her talent
then led her to Black Entertainment Television
(BET), where she enjoyed a sixteen-year ten-
ure, starting as the first Sales Service Planner
and advancing to management for both the
Midwest and West Coast offices. Her out-
standing contributions earned her numerous
awards.

Following her time at BET, Deborah free-
lanced at Burrell Communications before pur-
suing her passion for fashion. At Macy’s flag-
ship store on State Street in Chicago, her gen-
uine care for people and standout personality
made her the No. 1 Salesperson in the Mid-
west region. Today, Deborah continues to live
with purpose, working part-time as an Ambas-
sador at GCJ Hospitality and pursuing her
love for styling, connecting with people and
elevating their confidence through fashion.

Deborah remains deeply connected to civic
and cultural life, maintaining affiliations with
Rainbow PUSH, The Power of Women, the
Black Women’s Expo (BWe) Advisory Board,
and the BET Alumni Reunion Committee. Of
all her accomplishments, she is most proud of
her role as a loving mother to her two beloved
sons, Herman Porter Ill and Harrison Jeffrey
Porter, and cherishes her partnership with her
fiancé, Jerome “JJ” Jones.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the extraordinary life and on-
going accomplishments of Deborah J. Porter,
a resilient professional, a community pillar,
and an inspiring individual whose legacy of ex-
cellence, community engagement, and time-
less style continues to enrich our Nation.
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN OF
MONTVERDE, FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize and celebrate the 100th An-
niversary of the Town of Montverde, Florida.
Officially incorporated on May 18, 1925,
Montverde is located on the western shore of
Lake Apopka in Lake County, Florida.
Montverde derives its name from the Spanish
“Monte Verde”, meaning “green mountain,” a
tribute to the area’s rolling hills and natural
beauty.

From 1887 to 1969, Montverde was served
by the Tavares and Gulf Railroad, which trans-
ported agricultural goods such as grapes, cit-
rus, and vegetables. Over the years, the town
supported a variety of industries, including a
cement plant, a moss processing facility, and
notably, the original manufacturing site of the
Snapper  Mower—originally  called  the
“Snappin’ Turtle.” Developed by local
innovators Alex and Neal Smith, the Snapper
went on to become a globally recognized
brand.

Today, Montverde is home to approximately
2,200 residents and remains a vibrant small
town with a strong sense of community and
rural charm. It is a proud part of the Green
Mountain Scenic Byway, celebrated for its his-
torical significance and scenic landscapes that
draw cyclists, outdoor enthusiasts, and visitors
from near and far. A central pillar of the town
is Montverde Academy, founded in 1912. This
world-renowned college preparatory institution
reflects the town’s commitment to excellence
in education.

As Montverde celebrates its centennial mile-
stone, we honor its rich past, celebrate its
present, and look forward to a bright and en-
during future. Again, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize the Town of Montverde on the occa-
sion of its centennial anniversary.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHAD
KAMPBELL

HON. GEORGE WHITESIDES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WHITESIDES. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to honor the life
of my dear friend, Chad Kampbell. Chad
wasn’t just a devoted father, a husband, and
an admired community leader—he was a cor-
nerstone of the Santa Clarita Valley.

He and his wife Michelle, who have been
close friends for several years, were deeply in-
volved in our community.

Chad was a former president of the Demo-
cratic Alliance for Action of Santa Clarita Val-
ley, an active member of the Santa Clarita
Valley Democrats, and someone whose com-
mitment to service ran deep.

One of his friends described him perfectly:
“He was someone who truly grounded those
around him. The kind of person who would
help you cut through the noise, find your cen-
ter, and remember why you do the work in the
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first place.” That was Chad. A source of wis-
dom and calm, always there when you needed
him.

He lived in Stevenson Ranch with his wife
Michelle and their daughter Brigette. And while
no words can ease the pain of this loss, |
hope his family knows just how deeply loved
and appreciated Chad was by all of us.

Chad was the kind of guy who would get
there early to help set up an event, and then
he would be breaking down the tables and
chairs afterwards.

He was a talented designer and photog-
rapher. He knew how to communicate, and he
used that skill for the benefit of businesses
and causes close to his heart.

Chad was known for his booming voice. For
many new activists getting involved, their intro-
duction to civic engagement was seeing Chad
kick-off a meeting or rally before taking the
time to greet them and every person there, al-
ways with a big smile and an infectious laugh.
He embodied the truth, that the greatest title
of responsibility in any democracy is that of
citizen.

Chad was a rock of principle. He was com-
mitted to making his community, his state and
his country better. And month after month,
year after year, he did the work. He and
Michelle profoundly changed the Santa Clarita
Valley for the better, and his impact will never
be forgotten.

Chad gave so much of himself to this com-
munity because he believed in people and in
the power of showing up. His absence leaves
a real void, but his spirit lives on in the work
he championed and the friendships he built.
May we honor him not just in words, but in
how we carry ourselves—with compassion,
humility, and a commitment to something
greater than ourselves.

Mr. Speaker, | want to close by thanking my
summer interns. You cannot help but be in-
spired by our future, if you spend some time
with the many great interns who work on Cap-
itol Hill.

They work hard, they do important work
interacting with constituents, and their passion
and inspiration must be recognized.

I’'m grateful to our team and | wish them the
very best for their futures.

————

HONORING KENNETH PAUL
KIRALY

HON. SAM T. LICCARDO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. LICCARDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise, along
with my colleague KEVIN MULLIN, to recognize
and honor Kenneth Paul Kiraly, a distin-
guished innovator, for his dedication to ad-
vancing technology and making it accessible
for everyone. Living all across the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, Ken developed a love for de-
signing and building electronics, accumulating
a multitude of electronic projects throughout
his life. After graduating high school in Walnut
Creek, he went on to attend California State
University, Pomona, before returning to the
Bay Area to complete his degree in Computer
Science at California State University, East
Bay.

As the internet was only beginning to enter
our lives, Ken helped pioneer development
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tools for the Java programming language, ulti-
mately launching the first full-featured inte-
grated development environments (IDEs) for
Java. Ken joined Palm as a senior software
architect, leading the development and deliv-
ery of technologies across a variety of
handheld devices. In 2005, Ken became one
of Amazon’s primary leaders in its new con-
sumer device division. His leadership in the di-
vision enabled the seamless experience of the
Kindle—launched in 2007—transforming the
small device into a portable library for readers.
Ken was patrticularly focused and proud of one
aspect of the Kindle: its intuitive system. He
cared deeply about making it accessible for
people who simply loved to read, as well as
individuals with disabilities. Upon its launch,
the Kindle made it possible to enlarge the print
of books with a single button, allowing individ-
uals to rediscover the joy of reading without
having to physically hold a book. He continued
his work at Amazon, most recently developing
Amazon’s first consumer robot, Astro—a
project blending Al with cutting-edge hard-
ware.

Throughout his accomplished 40-year ca-
reer, Ken has embodied the qualities of an in-
novator, a bold risk-taker, and a dedicated
problem solver. As one of the early Distin-
guished Engineers in Amazon, he not only led
engineering and product teams, but also
mentored and helped grow a multitude of en-
gineers and leaders in the company. Further-
more, he is named inventor on 44 U.S. pat-
ents, across a variety of products. All while
developing groundbreaking technology, Ken
helped raise two sons—Paul and James—with
his wife, Virginia. As Ken concludes a distin-
guished career, he looks forward to spending
more time with his family and enjoying the
next chapter of his life.

—————

RIP ED FEULNER

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, supporters of freedom universally appre-
ciate the success of the late Ed Feulner. The
Unleash Prosperity Hotline of Stephen Moore
gives a heartfelt tribute of RIP Ed Feulner:

“Ed Feulner was a free-market conserv-
ative and fierce anti-communist back in the
1970s, long before it was cool. He invented
the modern-day think tank, taking it from
the days of stodgy 200-page tomes that lay
gathering dust on bookshelves and read by
few, to providing just-in-time, influential,
hard-hitting studies delivered into the hands
of the policymakers that mattered.

‘““Among his many contributions to advanc-
ing freedom and free enterprise was to train
hundreds of today’s leading voices in the
conservative movement—including some of
the thinkers and activists at Unleash Pros-
perity. Heritage taught young talent how to
be relevant and impactful-—something our
billion-dollar universities don’t do.

‘‘He believed that ‘‘people are policy’ and
that’s a lesson that this so-far successful
Trump administration has taken to heart.
His legacy lives on.”
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RECOGNIZING THE NAVY CLUB OF
GEORGETOWN, SC

HON. RUSSELL FRY

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the Navy Club of Georgetown, South Carolina,
as it celebrates an extraordinary milestone, its
100th anniversary. Since 1925, this group has
united veterans of the Navy, Marine Corps,
and Coast Guard. From the shores of South
Carolina to all around the world, they've
served our Nation with honor.

For generations, the Navy Club has re-
mained deeply embedded in the life of the
Georgetown community—supporting  Navy
Junior Reserve Officers, honoring naval herit-
age, and fostering a spirit of unity among vet-
erans and civilians alike.

What began in 1925, as a gathering of like-
minded servicemembers, has grown into a
lasting institution, one that continues to sup-
port generations of veterans through friend-
ship, mentorship, and tradition. The Club’s an-
nual shrimp dinners have become a beloved
local occasion, bringing people together to
share stories, remember the past, and
strengthen community ties.

The Navy Club’s mission is clear: to honor
the proud legacy of naval service in South
Carolina. Through veteran outreach, youth en-
gagement, and the preservation of time-hon-
ored customs, it safeguards our maritime tradi-
tions for the future.

As we mark this centennial, we are re-
minded of the enduring values that define our
armed forces: honor, courage, and commit-
ment. The Navy Club’s story is one of lasting
impact, civic pride, and a devotion to service
that transcends generations.

Over the decades, it has built a strong foun-
dation of fellowship and support, uplifting
those who served, commemorating those
we've lost, and building bridges within George-
town. Its events have become more than so-
cial gatherings—they are touchpoints of his-
tory, community, and service.

Their passion for service, fellowship, and
patriotism continues to inspire the next gen-
eration. On behalf of the people of South
Carolina’s Seventh District, | thank them and
congratulate them on 100 years.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to my
flight being diverted because of severe weath-
er, | was unable to vote on July 14, 2025.

Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call 191;

YEA on Roll Call 192; and

YEA on Roll Call 193.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MRS.
CHRISTA SULLIVAN

HON. KEVIN MULLIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with heavy
heart and solemn remembrance that | rise to
pay tribute to a great woman and dear friend
and neighbor, Mrs. Christa Sullivan of South
San Francisco, California. Christa passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, July 2, 2025
and her funeral mass will be held for family
and friends on Thursday, July 24, 2025 at
1:00 pm at Saint Agnes Church in San Fran-
cisco, California.

A native daughter of Germany, Christa im-
migrated to the United States as a girl. She
worked at St. Mary’s Hospital, where she met
and married the love of her life, the late De-
tective Patrick Sullivan. Christa was a beloved
mother and is survived by her children Steph-
anie, Kevin (along with his wife Orla), and
Christian (along with his wife Karen), and her
grandchildren Mick, Leah, Casey, Caeli, and
Patrick. She was a lover of animals, and a
longtime volunteer at St. Veronica’s Parish,
Mercy High School and Serra High School.
She was a steadfast supporter of the men and
women of the South San Francisco Police De-
partment and the founder and lifelong advo-
cate for their association.

Christa will be remembered for her warmth,
quiet strength, and unwavering faith. She lived
a life rooted in service to her community and
family, for which we will be forever grateful.
Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and the residents of California’s Fifteenth Con-
gressional District in rising to recognize a life
well lived, and to extend our deepest sym-
pathies to Christa’s family, friends, and loved
ones during this difficult time. We pray that
they will be consoled and comforted in the
days, weeks, and months ahead.

RECOGNIZING UNITED STATES MA-
RINE SERGEANT MAJOR TIM-
OTHY BABCOCK AS AUGUST 2025
VETERAN OF THE MONTH

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mrs. McCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with profound respect and gratitude to recog-
nize the extraordinary service and unwavering
dedication of Sergeant Major Timothy Bab-
cock, a proud veteran of the United States
Marine Corps and our distinguished Veteran of
the Month for August 2025 from Michigan’s
9th Congressional District. His exceptional
military career and steadfast commitment to
duty, excellence, and patriotism embody the
very best of American service.

Timothy Babcock answered the call to serve
his country after his high school graduation,
when he enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps. He reported to Marine Combat Training
at the School of Infantry in Camp Pendleton,
California in 1996. After completing training at
Camp Pendleton, Timothy attended Personnel
Administration School at Camp Johnson,
North Carolina where he earned the Military
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Occupational Specialty (MOS) of 0151 Admin-
istrative Clerk.

Following his training, Timothy was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines,
where he served as an Administrative Clerk.
During his time with the unit, he completed
two Western Pacific deployments. His dedica-
tion and preparedness during this period were
a reflection of his deep commitment to duty
and honor.

In 2003, Timothy reported to the Com-
manding General of the 4th Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade (Anti-Terrorism), where he
served in multiple roles including Administra-
tive Clerk, Assistant Administrative Chief, and
Information  Management  Representative.
These assignments highlight not only his
strong work ethic but also his unwavering
dedication to supporting the mission and secu-
rity of our Nation.

Later in 2003, he attended the U.S. Army
Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia,
where he completed the rigorous training re-
quired to earn his Airborne qualification. In
2005, he reported to the Marine Aviation De-
tachment at Naval Air Weapons Station China
Lake, California. There, he served as the Ad-
ministrative Chief, overseeing administrative
operations for both China Lake and Point
Mugu.

Timothy continued his distinguished career
as the Administrative Chief for Marine Special
Operations within U.S. Marine Forces, Special
Operations Command (MARSOC), deploying
to Afghanistan from 2010 to 2011. He later
served as the Administrative Chief for both the
Marine Special Operations Regiment and Ma-
rine Aircraft Group 29.

In 2013, Timothy reported to 2nd Battalion,
9th Marines, where he deployed to Okinawa,
Japan, and participated in Exercise Forest
Light and the Korean Marine Exchange Pro-
gram—strengthening joint capabilities and
international cooperation.

Following  this  assignment,  Timothy
transitioned to Tampa, Florida, where he
served as the First Sergeant for Headquarters
Company, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Central
Command. In this leadership role, he contin-
ued to exemplify professionalism, mentorship,
and unwavering dedication to the mission and
his Marines.

In recent years, Timothy served as First
Sergeant of Headquarters and Service Com-
pany, 2nd Tank Battalion, and later as Ser-
geant Major of Marine Air Support Squadron
1. Since 2022, he has served as Inspector-In-
structor Sergeant Major for 1st Battalion, 24th
Marines, continuing his tradition of exemplary
leadership and dedication.

His distinguished service earned him numer-
ous personal decorations, including the Meri-
torious Service Medal, Joint Service Com-
mendation Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, and the Combat Action
Ribbon, among other service and campaign
awards. He is also authorized to wear the
Navy and Marine Corps Parachutist Insignia.

After 30 years of faithful and honorable
service, Timothy retired from the United States
Marine Corps. His experience, profes-
sionalism, and devotion to country have left a
lasting impact on the lives of countless Ameri-
cans. His legacy is one of sacrifice, integrity,
and duty, and we offer our deepest gratitude
for his outstanding service to the United
States of America.

Mr. Speaker, let us express our sincerest
appreciation to Timothy Babcock and for his

E709

outstanding military service and congratulate
him on his retirement. His excellent acts of
valor have protected our country and our free-
doms in this great Nation. His story is a testa-
ment to the American spirit of service, sac-
rifice, and resolve, and it is an honor to recog-
nize him as our Veteran of the Month.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN OF
WINDERMERE, FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the Centennial of the Town
of Windermere, Florida.

Originally established as a residential devel-
opment in 1889 and formally chartered in
1925, Windermere’s history is both rich and
unique. Its first post office opened in 1888,
briefly closed in 1901, and reopened in 1911,
signaling the resilience of a growing town. The
Florida Midland Railroad once ran just west of
Main Street, where a bustling station once
stood. Today, a grassy expanse marks that
historic path, serving as a quiet tribute to
Windemere’s early days.

Nestled on a scenic isthmus between Lake
Butler, Lake Down, and Lake Bessie.
Windermere is a tranquil gem “Among the
Lakes” in the heart of Central Florida. With
just over 3,000 residents within its two-square-
mile boundary, it has maintained a distinct
small-town charm defined by tree-lined street,
historic architecture, and a vibrant, close-knit
community. Just minutes from world-class at-
tractions like Walt Disney World and down-
town Orlando. Windermere remains a quiet
sanctuary rooted in history and guided by a
shared commitment to quality of life.

The town owes much to the visionaries who
helped incorporate it 100 years ago, including
Cal Palmer, J. Howard Johnson, Howard
Lyon, and Stanley Scott. Their legacy lives on
in  Windermere’s thoughtful planning and
strong community values.

Over the past century, Windermere has
grown while steadfastly preserving its natural
beauty and heritage. Today, it offers an ex-
ceptional blend of peaceful living and refined
elegance. Beloved local traditions, such as the
weekly Friday Farmers Market and popular
Food Truck Nights, bring neighbors together
and highlight the town’s enduring community
spirit.

As part of its centennial celebration, the
town has unveiled a special Centennial Lobby
in the Town Administration Building, where
residents and visitors alike can reflect on the
milestones that have shaped Windermere over
the past 100 years.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to congratulate
the Town of Windermere on this historic occa-
sion and to recognize its significant contribu-
tions to the fabric of Central Florida. Here’s to
the next 100 years of community, character,
and continued excellence.
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HONORING SASHA DALTONN ON
HER 75TH BIRTHDAY

HON. JONATHAN L. JACKSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the extraordinary life and
profound contributions of Sasha Daltonn, a
distinguished founder, producer, and tireless
advocate for arts and history. As she marks
her birthday on June 25, 1950, we take this
moment to honor her remarkable journey and
enduring legacy.

Born in Chicago, Sasha Daltonn was raised
in a household that instilled the values of hard
work and community. Her mother, Christine,
contributed through her work in sales, while
her father, Edgar, served as a proud Pullman
porter. These foundations undoubtedly shaped
Sasha’s commitment to excellence and serv-
ice.

Sasha Daltonn’s career is marked by her
significant roles as both a founder and a pro-
ducer, leaving an indelible mark on various
cultural landscapes. Her dedication to the arts
is evident through her long-standing affili-
ations, including a decade with Gospel Music
According to Chicago (GMACC), two years
with Jazz n’ You, nine years with the Harold
Washington Legacy Committee, and eight
years with the South Side Jazz Coalition. She
is also a proud member of Rainbow PUSH,
demonstrating her commitment to broader so-
cial justice initiatives. Currently, Sasha brings
her passion and expertise to the airwaves as
the host of Sasha Daltonn Gospel on Omni
Radio, and leads her own enterprise as Presi-
dent of Sasha Daltonn Entertainment.

Her profound contributions have garnered
well-deserved recognition from numerous es-
teemed bodies, including honors from the
Advinity Awards, the AARC Awards, the Har-
lem Theater Association, and the Fred Ham-
mond Awards, among others. These acco-
lades underscore her significant impact and
the high esteem in which she is held by her
peers.

Sasha Daltonn is guided by her faith and an
unrelenting commitment to instill pride in our
youth through the transformative power of the
arts. She is a fervent champion for preserving
Black history and honoring the historians and
history-makers who have shaped our past and
continue to inspire our future. Her life’s work
is a testament to celebrating and honoring
those who paved the way.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the exceptional life and on-
going accomplishments of Sasha Daltonn, a
true cultural pioneer, an inspiring producer,
and a dedicated historian whose immense
contributions continue to enrich our Nation.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 22ND ANNUAL
DISABILITY PRIDE PARADE

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 22nd Annual Disability
Pride Parade taking place in Chicago’s Loop
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on Saturday, July 26. The parade takes place
35 years to the day that the Americans with
Disability Act (ADA) was signed into law, and
the theme of the parade is 35 years of ADA:
Still Rising, Still Thriving.

The mission of the Disability Pride Parade is
to change the way people think about and de-
fine “disability,” to break down and end the in-
ternalized shame among people with disabil-
ities, and to promote the belief in society that
disability is a natural and beautiful part of
human diversity in which people living with
disabilities can take pride.

In 1990, the Americans with Disabilities Act
was signed into law. This bipartisan effort
made a commitment that our history of segre-
gating and isolating persons with disabilities
would end. In the law’s own words, the pur-
pose of the ADA is to “provide a clear and
comprehensive national mandate for the elimi-
nation of discrimination against individuals with
disabilities.”

By setting enforceable standards, providing
assistance for compliance, and asserting the
federal government’s central role in ending
discrimination, this landmark civil rights law
has provided hope and opportunity for all
Americans—those today living with a disability
and those of us who could become disabled
tomorrow. Because of the ADA, individuals
with disabilities have the legal right to fully
participate in our society—the right to trans-
portation, health services, shopping, entertain-
ment, education, employment, public accom-
modations, and voting.

Those who fought so hard to win its pas-
sage—including my friend and mentor Marca
Bristo, the founder and head of Access Liv-
ing—deserve to celebrate its enactment and
deserve our thanks. But as we celebrate
today, we have to get to work tomorrow. We
need to build on the ADA’s promise—whether
it is passing my bill, the Eleanor Smith Inclu-
sive Home Design Act, to make sure that all
new residential housing built with federal dol-
lars is accessible or increasing the employ-
ment of adults with disabilities.

This year, we have seen a number of legis-
lative attempts to take away rights from dis-
abled individuals. The Big Ugly Bill, which Re-
publicans passed through Congress, is going
to strip health care away from nearly 17 mil-
lion individuals, including many with disabil-
ities. | stood on the frontlines with disability
advocates who have truly been the tip of the
spear in the fight to protect all Americans’
health care. While we did not win this battle,
the fight is not over. The power of the people
is always greater than that of the people in
power.

As long as discrimination still exists and as
long as there are those who seek to under-
mine existing law, the purpose of the ADA will
not have been completely met. It is our job to
make sure that happens.

—————

REMEMBERING JOSEPH H. “JOE”
CAMPBELL

HON. VINCE FONG

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and legacy of Joseph H. “Joe”
Campbell, a respected farmer and pioneer in
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California’s table grape industry, who passed
away on July 10, 2025, at the age of 81.

Joe Campbell was part of a generation that
helped shape the modern agricultural land-
scape of the Central Valley. After graduating
from Delano High School in 1960 and serving
in the U.S. Army, Joe began farming in 1969.
He first grew cotton and wheat, then later
moved into almonds and, ultimately, table
grapes. In 1986, he leased his first vineyard,
setting the course for what would become a
transformative career in California agriculture.

Through his leadership roles at Delano
Farms and Four Star Fruit, Joe helped grow
the combined operation into one of the largest
table grape producers in the state. His busi-
ness decisions often required risk, but they
were grounded in instinct, common sense, and
a deep familiarity with the communities in
which he operated. He played a defining role
in shaping California’s table grape industry—a
legacy that endures.

While Joe’s work ethic and vision helped
drive the success of a major agricultural enter-
prise, he remained grounded in his roots and
true to the values that shaped him. He was
known for his humility, consistency, and dedi-
cation to his family above all else. He shared
a long and loving marriage with his wife, Jana,
and raised three sons who continue his legacy
in agriculture.

Joe Campbell’s story is a reminder of the
strength and promise of California’s farming
families. His contributions helped define an in-
dustry, and his example will continue to influ-
ence the generations that follow.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Joseph H. Campbell. He was a
farmer, a businessman, and a man whose
life’s work and pursuit of the American dream
left a lasting mark on the Central Valley and
California agriculture.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CLARA GIPSON-MCKNIGHT

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of a remarkable
woman, Clara Gipson-McKnight, on the occa-
sion of her 95th birthday on February 3, 2025.
Mrs. McKnight's courage, resilience, and life-
long commitment to education and justice
have left a lasting impact on her community
and beyond. Her story is not only one of per-
sonal triumph, but also one of heroism in the
face of injustice.

Mrs. Gipson-McKnight was born on Feb-
ruary 3, 1930, in Summerton, South Carolina,
to Annette and Johnnie Gipson. After losing
her mother at a young age, she was raised by
her father and stepmother alongside her sib-
lings. A member of Spring Hill A.M.E. Church,
Mrs. Gipson-McKnight was deeply shaped by
her faith and her community. As a child, she
attended a small three-room school attached
to the church before advancing to Scott’s
Branch High School. With no transportation
available, she lived with Reverend Joseph A.
DelLaine—a civil rights leader—and bartered
her farming skills in exchange for room and
board.

Mrs. Gipson-McKnight and her family were
active participants in the fight for civil rights
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and educational equity. Her parents were sig-
natories on one of the petitions demanding
equal facilities for Black students—part of the
legal groundwork that lead to the Briggs v. El-
liott case and, later, Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. As a result of their activism, the Gipson
and Delaine families endured brutal retalia-
tion, including harassment by the Ku Klux
Klan. Mrs. Gipson-McKnight was living with
the Delaine family when their home was set
on fire by the KKK—an attack she miracu-
lously survived. Undeterred, she continued her
studies, walking miles along rural roads to
reach a school bus stop after the community
pooled its resources to restore a broken-down
vehicle for student use.

Following her graduation, Mrs. Gipson-
McKnight attended Allen University in Colum-
bia, where she became the first in her imme-
diate family to earn a college degree. She re-
turned to Summerton to teach and serve as a
school principal, but like many Black edu-
cators after Brown v. Board, she was unjustly
dismissed due to white resistance to integra-
tion and the purging of civil rights activists.
Mrs. Gipson-McKnight then moved to New
York City, where she worked for nearly three
decades in the city’s Social Services agency.

Mrs.  Gipson-McKnight married Harold
McKnight in 1963, and they shared 53 loving
years of marriage before his passing in 2019.
In retirement, she has remained active as a
family historian, storyteller, and traveler.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in celebrating the 95th birth-
day of Mrs. Clara Gipson-McKnight. She is a
living witness to some of the most consequen-
tial moments of the 20th century—and through
it all, she has remained a steadfast believer in
education, justice, and the power of commu-
nity. May her legacy continue to inspire future
generations for years to come.

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF STEPHANIE
PAPAGIANNIS

HON. MARLIN A. STUTZMAN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor an extraordinary American who has
resided for over 70 years in Indiana’s 3rd Dis-
trict, Mrs. Stephanie Papagiannis, as she cele-
brates her 100th birthday on July 25, 2025. a
century marked by perseverance, family, faith,
and an enduring love for this country.

Born in 1925 in the village of Vishini now
known as Vissinia. Stephanie grew up amid
the political and cultural upheaval of Greek-oc-
cupied Macedonia. She witnessed firsthand
the efforts to erase the language and customs
of the native Macedonian people, yet she
never lost her sense of identity or resilience.

In 1952, with incredible courage and hope,
Stephanie left behind a war-torn Europe and
emigrated to the United States with her young
son, James, to reunite with her husband Peter
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Together, they built a
new life grounded in hard work, community,
and opportunity. The couple raised three chil-
dren, and today, their family has grown includ-
ing five grandchildren and twelve great-grand-
children.

Stephanie and Peter contributed meaning-
fully to the local community, opening two high-
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ly regarded establishments; the Pontiac Rib
Bar and Pete’s Gateview Inn. Their res-
taurants were not just businesses they were
gathering places that embodied their warmth
and entrepreneurial spirit.

A proud member of Fort Wayne’s Macedo-
nian American community, Stephanie main-
tained strong ties to her heritage and faith
through St. Nicholas Macedonian Orthodox
Cathedral, founded by her relatives. Her life
has served as a bridge between generations
and is inspiring to all.

Mr. Speaker, as Mrs. Papagiannis cele-
brates her centennial surrounded by loved
ones, we pay tribute to a remarkable woman
whose story represents the very best of the
American immigrant experience who lived the
American dream. May her legacy continue to
inspire, and may her next chapter be filled
with joy and peace.

HONORING ED FEULNER
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, with the passing of Ed Feulner, he has
been appropriately eulogized for his steadfast
promotion of modern conservatism. As a
Reaganaut serving in the Department of En-
ergy, 1981 to 1982, with Secretary Jim
Edwards, | know firsthand “The Mandate” was
instrumental in promoting free markets. The
following is from the National Review on July
20th editorialized:

“In 1973 Ed Feulner and his friend Paul
Weyrich co-founded the Heritage Founda-
tion, the think tank that nurtured and
spread many of the policies that informed
the Reagan Administration. Its ‘‘Mandate
for Leadership’ policy compendium in 1980
became a guide for the Reaganauts out to
change Washington.

‘“Under Feulner, the think tank also be-
came known for short, fast policy summaries
delivered to Members of Congress and staff
in anticipation of votes. Turnover on Capitol
Hill is rapid, and Heritage’s missives were in-
fluential guides to policies developed on the
right over many years.

“Like many Reagan-era conservatives,
Feulner believed in a coalition built on the
three-legged stool of free markets and a
smaller government, strong national de-
fense, and traditional views on social policy.
He welcomed all factions of what was once
called the ‘‘conservative movement,” from
libertarians to Russell Kirk traditionalists
to neocons.

“For many years, the Journal worked with
Heritage on the annual Index of Economic
Freedom. The volume ranked countries
around the world on various measures of eco-
nomic liberty. Feulner was notable for be-
lieving in a strong U.S. presence in the
world, and he was especially close to leaders
in Taiwan and South Korea. As recently as
the mid-2000s we can recall a delegation of
Heritage scholars making the case to us that
U.S. defense spending should be 5% of gross
domestic product. Today it’s closer to 3%,
and heading lower under President Trump.

“Born outside Chicago in a German-Amer-
ican Catholic family, Feulner attended Regis
College in Denver where he discovered con-
servative ideas. Barry Goldwater was an
early political influence. ‘“‘You have to
choose between liberty and equality,”
Feulner told John Miller of National Review.
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“I picked liberty.” Each year he published
an essay by thinkers who defined conserv-
ative principles.

“Feulner was Heritage president for 37
years and remained a trustee in retirement.
The think tank has taken a sharp turn to-
ward Trumpian populism in recent years. It
opposes free trade and leans toward an isola-
tionist foreign policy. It focuses less on ideas
and more on supporting whatever President
Trump does. Feulner wasn’t always happy
with Heritage’s new direction, but he kept
his misgivings private out of loyalty to the
institution.

‘“As the years advance, it’s clear that the
late 1970s through the 1980s and 1990s was a
unique period of conservative intellectual
ambition. Ed Feulner’s motto was ‘‘onward,
always,” reflecting his optimism about the
durability of America’s founding ideals. The
young Republicans in Washington may not
know it, but they are spending down the in-
tellectual capital stockpiled by Ed Feulner
and his generation.”

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CITY OF FRUIT-
LAND PARK, FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize and celebrate the 100th An-
niversary of the City of Fruitland Park, Florida.
Known fondly as “The Friendly City”, Fruitland
Park is a historic and thriving community in
Lake County, Florida.

On December 14, 1925, residents of the
area gathered at the Casino building in Fruit-
land Park for the purpose of organizing a mu-
nicipal government. With a shared vision for
the future, the citizens voted to incorporate
their town and officially adopted the name
Fruitland Park. Less than two years later, in
May of 1927, the city was formally chartered.

In 1925, Fruitland Park was home to just
417 residents, spread across a modest 3-
square-mile area. As of May 2025, the city
has grown to serve a population of roughly
9,015 across more than 7 square miles.

Today, Fruitland Park provides a full range
of municipal services, including public safety
through police and fire departments, essential
infrastructure support via a robust public works
department, access to clean water and sanita-
tion utilities, and vibrant recreational and li-
brary services. These offerings reflect the
city’s deep commitment to enhancing quality
of life for its residents.

Fruittand Park’s natural beauty, small-town
charm, and strong civic infrastructure make it
a desirable location for retirees and families
alike. Its development in recent years has
been extraordinary, and its future continues to
look bright with anticipated progress over the
coming decade.

It is my privilege to honor and celebrate the
City of Fruitland Park on the occasion of its
centennial anniversary. May the next 100
years be as vibrant and prosperous as the
first.
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HONORING ATHENS WEED ON HIS
73RD BIRTHDAY

HON. JONATHAN L. JACKSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2025

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the extraordinary life and
profound contributions of Athens Weed, a dis-
tinguished veteran, dedicated professional,
and tireless community activist. As he marks
his birthday on July 24, 1952, we take this
moment to honor his remarkable journey and
enduring legacy.

Born in Chicago, Athens Weed emerged
from working class family roots, shaped by the
strong values instilled by his parents, including
his stepfather. Taylor Pouncey, who notably
served as an lllinois House Representative.
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These early influences laid the foundation for
a life dedicated to service and achievement.

Athens pursued higher education, attending
both the lllinois Institute of Technology (IIT)
and Purdue University Calumet, before earn-
ing an Associate of Science degree from Olive
Harvey College. His commitment to excellence
and duty led him to serve our Nation with
honor in the United States Navy, a pivotal ex-
perience in his life. A particularly proud mo-
ment in his distinguished military career was
receiving his Dolphins Medal, qualifying him
for Submarine Certification—a testament to his
exceptional skill and dedication.

Following his commendable military service,
Athens continued to contribute significantly to
his community and Nation. He became a val-
ued member of the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 134, show-
casing his expertise and commitment to his
craft. For many years, he also served the pub-
lic through his employment with the Chicago
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Transit Authority, ensuring essential services
for countless citizens. Throughout his profes-
sional endeavors, Athens Weed consistently
demonstrates his core values; always working
to his strengths, ensuring the job gets done
with precision, treating everyone with respect,
and extending a helping hand to those who
need it most.

Beyond his professional achievements, Ath-
ens Weed is a deeply engaged civic leader.
He is a dedicated activist with Operation
Breadbasket and Operation Rainbow PUSH,
embodying the spirit of advocacy and commu-
nity upliftment. His long-standing years of
choir service further highlight his commitment
to communal harmony and spiritual well-being.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating the exceptional life and on-
going accomplishments of Athens Weed, a
true American patriot, a compassionate leader,
and an inspiring individual whose dedication
continues to enrich our Nation.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S4515-S4575

Measures Introduced: Eighteen bills and seven res-
olutions were introduced, as follows: S. 2369-2386,
S.J. Res. 63-67, and S. Res. 331-332. Page S4528

Measures Reported:

S. 769, to amend the Research and Development,
Competition, and Innovation Act to clarify the defi-
nition of foreign country for purposes of malign for-
eign talent recruitment restriction. (S. Rept. No.
119-45) Page S4527

Measures Passed:

National Day of the American Cowboy: Senate
agreed to S. Res. 332, designating July 26, 2025, as
“National Day of the American Cowboy”. Page S4573

Maintaining American Superiority by Improv-
ing Export Control Transparency Act: Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs was dis-
charged from further consideration of H.R. 1316, to
amend the Export Control Reform Act of 2018 re-
lating to licensing transparency, and the bill was
then passed. Page S4573

Measures Considered:

Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act—Agreement:
Senate resumed consideration of the motion to pro-
ceed to consideration of H.R. 3944, making appro-
priations for military construction, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2026. Pages S4515-18

During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

By 91 yeas to 7 nays (Vote No. 423), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn, having
voted in the affirmative, Senate agreed to the motion
to close further debate on the motion to proceed to
consideration of the bill. Page S4520

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the motion to
proceed to consideration of the bill, post-cloture, at
approximately 10 a.m., on Wednesday, July 23,
2025; that the post-cloture time expire at 2 p.m.

and Senate vote on the motion to proceed; that not-
withstanding Rule XXII, the motions to invoke clo-
ture filed on Monday, July 21, 2025, ripen following
the vote on the motion to proceed to consideration
of the bill; and that at 11 a.m., Senate execute the
order of Thursday, July 17, 2025, with respect to
the nominations of Arielle Roth, of the District of
Columbia, to be Assistant Secretary of Commerce for
Communications and Information, and John Hurley,
of California, to be Under Secretary for Terrorism
and Financial Crimes, in the order listed. Page S4574

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senator Welch be permitted to change
his vote from nay to yea on Roll Call Vote No. 423
since it will not affect the outcome. Page S4520

Bove III Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Emil J. Bove III, of
Pennsylvania, to be United States Circuit Judge for
the Third Circuit. Page S4520

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of Richard Topping, of Ohio, to be Chief Financial
Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs.  Page S4520

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:

By 50 yeas to 48 nays (Vote No. 422), Senate
agreed to the motion to proceed to Executive Session
to consider the nomination. Page S4520

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 50 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 419),
Terrance Cole, of Virginia, to be Administrator of
Drug Enforcement. Pages S4518-19, H4575

By 51 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 420), Josh-
ua M. Divine, of Missouri, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern and Western Districts of
Missouri. Pages S4519, H4575

By 50 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 421),
Cristian M. Stevens, of Missouri, to be United States
District Judge for the Eastern District of Missouri.

Pages S4519, H4575
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By 51 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 424), Aaron
Lukas, of Arkansas, to be Principal Deputy Director
of National Intelligence. Pages $4521, H4575

By 61 yeas to 35 nays (Vote No. EX. 425), Brad-
ley Hansell, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of
Defense for Intelligence and Security.

Pages S4521, H4575

Messages from the House: Page S4527
Measures Referred: Page S4527
Executive Communications: Page $4527
Executive Reports of Committees: Page S4527

Additional Cosponsors: Pages $4528-29

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S4529-33

Additional Statements: Pages S$4526-27

Amendments Submitted: Pages S4533-73

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S4573

Record Votes: Seven record votes were taken today.
(Total—425) Pages S4518-21

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 8 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July
23, 2025. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
the Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S4574.)

Committee Meetings
(Committees not listed did not meet)

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nominations of Vice Admiral
Frank M. Bradley, USN, to be admiral and Com-
mander, United States Special Operation Command,
and Lieutenant General Dagvin R.M. Anderson,
USAF, to be general and Commander, United States
Africa Command, after the nominees testified and
answered questions in their own behalf.

TRUCKING AND COMMERCIAL BUS
INDUSTRIES

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation, Freight, Pipe-
lines, and Safety concluded a hearing to examine
issues impacting the trucking and commercial bus
industries, after receiving testimony from Chris
Spear, American Trucking Associations, Fred C. Fer-
guson, American Bus Association, and Sean M.
O’Brien, International Brotherhood of Teamsters, all
of Washington, D.C.; and Lewie Pugh, Owner-Oper-
ator Independent Drivers Association, Grain Valley,
Missouri.
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BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Finance: Committee ordered favorably
reported the nominations of Joseph Barloon, of
Maryland, to be a Deputy United States Trade Rep-
resentative (Geneva Office), with the rank of Ambas-
sador, and Brian Morrissey, Jr., of Virginia, to be
General Counsel for the Department of the Treasury.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing
to examine the nominations of Jonathan McKernan,
of Tennessee, to be an Under Secretary of the Treas-
ury, and Alex Adams, of Idaho, to be Assistant Sec-
retary for Family Support, Department of Health and
Human Services, after the nominees testified and an-
swered questions in their own behalf.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine the nominations of Jason
Evans, of Texas, to be an Under Secretary (Manage-
ment), Thomas Rose, of Florida, to be Ambassador
to the Republic of Poland, who was introduced by
Senator Hagerty, William White, of New York, to
be Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium, who
was introduced by Senator Blackburn, and Peter
Lamelas, of Florida, to be Ambassador to the Argen-
tine Republic, who was introduced by Senator Scott
(FL), all of the Department of State, after the nomi-
nees testified and answered questions in their own

behalf.

HONG KONG

Committee on  Foreign  Relations: Subcommittee on
Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian
Security, Democracy, Human Rights, and Global
Women’s Issues concluded a hearing to examine the
status of democracy and human rights in Hong
Kong, focusing on five years after the PRC’s judicial
takeover, after receiving testimony from Olivia Enos,
Hudson Institute, Joey Siu, Amnesty International
Hong Kong Overseas, and Sophie Richardson, Chi-
nese Human Rights Defenders, all of Washington,
D.C.; and Caoilthionn Gallagher, University College
Dublin, London, United Kingdom.

SECURING THE SKIES

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine securing the skies, focusing on
law enforcement, drones, and public safety, after re-
ceiving testimony from Christopher Hardee, Chief,
Oftice of Law and Policy, National Security Division,
and Micheal Torphy, Unit Chief, Critical Incident
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Response Group (CIRG), Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, both of the Department of Justice; and Ste-
ven Willoughby, Director (A) of the Counter Un-
manned Aircraft Systems Program Management Of-
fice, Office of Strategy, Policy, and Plans, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

CRIMINAL ALIENS

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Border
Security and Immigration concluded hearings to ex-
amine criminal aliens in America, after receiving tes-
timony from Sheriff Roy Boyd Goliad County,
Texas; Andrew R. Arthur, Center for Immigration
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Studies, and Deborah T. Fleischaker, Blackbird Ven-
tures, LLC, both of Washington, D.C.; Alejandro
Barranco, Orange, California; Victor  Avila,
Southlake, Texas; Giovanni Veliz, Maple Grove,
Minnesota; Tammy Nobles, Norfolk, Virginia; and
Marie Vega, La Feria, Texas.

INTELLIGENCE

Select  Committee on  Intelligence: Committee met in
closed session to receive a briefing on certain intel-
ligence matters from officials of the intelligence
community.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 43 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4581-4623; and 2 resolutions, H.J.
Res. 108; and H. Res. 600, were introduced.

Pages H3551-53

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H3554-55

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows:

H.R. 4275, to authorize appropriations for the
Coast Guard, to establish the Secretary of the Coast
Guard, and for other purposes, with an amendment
(H. Rept. 119-214). Page H3551

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Fine to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H3531

Recess: The House recessed at 11:13 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m. Page H3538

Committee Election: The House agreed to H. Res.
600, electing Members to certain standing commit-
tees of the House of Representatives. Page H3539

Recess: The House recessed at 12:19 p.m. and re-
convened at 4 p.m. Page H3541

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules
and pass the following measure:

Wabeno Economic Development Act: H.R. 3937,
amended, to provide for the conveyance of certain
Federal land in Chequamegon-Nicolet National For-
est, by a 24 yea-and-nay vote of 410 yeas to 1 nay,
Roll No. 215; and Pages H3541-43, H3544-45

Great Lakes Mass Marking Program Act of
2025: H.R. 1917, amended, to establish the Great
Lakes Mass Marking Program, by a 25 yea-and-nay
vote of 360 yeas to 57 nays, Roll No. 216.

Pages H3543-44, H3545

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear
on pages H3544-45 and 3545.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 5:38 p.m.

Committee Meetings
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE

Committee on  Agriculture: Full Committee held a
markup on H.R. 4550, the “United States Grain
Standards Reauthorization Act of 2025”. H.R. 4550
was ordered reported, without amendment.

PAST BREAKTHROUGHS AND FUTURE
INNOVATIONS IN CROP PRODUCTION

Committee on Agriculture: Full Committee held a hear-
ing entitled “Past Breakthroughs and Future Innova-
tions in Crop Production”. Testimony was heard
from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE

Committee on Appropriations: Full Committee held a
markup on the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies FY 2025 Appropriations Bill. The Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies FY 2025 Ap-
propriations Bill was ordered reported, as amended.

RESTORING TRUST: ENHANCING
TRANSPARENCY AND OVERSIGHT AT
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

Committee on Education and Workforce: Subcommittee
on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions held a
hearing entitled “Restoring Trust: Enhancing Trans-
parency and Oversight at EBSA”. Testimony was
heard from public witnesses.
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ENSURING PATIENT SAFETY: OVERSIGHT
OF THE U.S. ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND
TRANSPLANT SYSTEM

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Ensuring Patient Safety: Oversight of the U.S.
Organ Procurement and Transplant System”. Testi-
mony was heard from Raymond Lynch, Chief, Organ
Transplant Branch, Health Resources and Services
Administration, Department of Health and Human
Services; and public witnesses.

STRENGTHENING AMERICAN ENERGY: A
REVIEW OF PIPELINE SAFETY POLICY

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Energy held a hearing entitled “Strengthening
American Energy: A Review of Pipeline Safety Pol-
icy”. Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee began
a markup on H.R. 3074, the “Common Cents Act”;
H.R. 3190, the “BRAVE Burma Act”’; H.R. 3390,
the “Bringing the Discount Window into the 21st
Century Act”’; H.R. 3446, the “FDIC Board Ac-
countability Act”; H.R. 3673, the “Small Business
Investor Capital Access Act”; H.R. 4346, the “Pre-
venting the Escalation of Armed Conflict in Europe
Act of 2025”; H.R. 4423, the “No New Burma
Funds Act”; H.R. 4427, the “Syria Sanctions Ac-
countability Act”; H.R. 4429, the “Developing and
Empowering our Aspiring Leaders Act”; H.R. 4430,
the “Expanding WKSI Eligibility Act”; H.R. 4431,
the “Improving Capital Allocation for Newcomers
Act”’; H.R. 4437, the “Supervisory Modifications for
Appropriate Risk-Based Testing Act of 2025”; H.R.
4449, the “Advocating for Small Business Act”;
H.R. 4460, the “Stop Agency Fiat Enforcement of
Guidance Act”; H.R. 4478, the “Tailored Regu-
latory Updates for Supervisory Testing Act of 20257,
H.R. 4544, the “American Access to Banking Act”;
and Resolution Reestablishing the Task Force on
Monetary Policy, Treasury Market Resilience, and
Economic Prosperity of the Committee on Financial
Services.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Full Committee held a
markup on H.R. 2505, to require the development
of strategies and options to prevent the export to
Iran of certain technologies related to unmanned air-
craft systems, and for other purposes; H.R. 4233, to
modify provisions relating to defense trade and co-
operation among Australia, the United Kingdom,
and the United States; H.R. 4215, to require the
Secretary of State to promulgate expedited and fixed
timelines for the decision-making process to license
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the export of certain defense articles and defense
services, and for other purposes; H.R. 4490, to
amend the International Organizations Immunities
Act to extend diplomatic privileges and immunities
to certain additional international and regional orga-
nizations, and for other purposes; H.R. 3429, to es-
tablish an inter-parliamentary dialogue to facilitate
closer cooperation between the United States, Japan,
and the Republic of Korea on shared interests and
values; H.R. 3613, to amend the Arms Export Con-
trol Act to streamline Foreign Military Sales under
that Act; H.R. 4216, to direct the Secretary of State,
in coordination with the Secretary of Defense, to
carry out a review of the list of defense articles and
services required to be transferred under the foreign
military sales program as opposed to direct commer-
cial sale; H.R. 1144, to reauthorize the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 4335, to provide authority to enhance
security assistance with countries that are engaged in
regional security cooperation efforts in the Middle
East and North Africa, and for other purposes; H.R.
3068, to amend the Arms Export Control Act to
modify certain provisions relating to AUKUS de-
fense trade cooperation, and for other purposes; H.R.
2633, to require a full review of the bilateral rela-
tionship between the United States and South Africa
and identify South African government officials and
ANC leaders eligible for the imposition of sanctions,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 4140, to provide
protection, support, and humanitarian assistance to
Rohingya refugees and internally displaced people in
Burma as well as promote accountability and a path
out of genocide and crimes against humanity for
Rohingya. H.R. 2505, H.R. 4233, H.R. 4215, H.R.
4490, H.R. 3429, and H.R. 3613 were ordered re-
ported, without amendment. H.R. 4216, H.R. 1144,
H.R. 4335, H.R. 3068, H.R. 2633, and H.R. 4140
were ordered reported, as amended.

FULLY OPERATIONAL: STUXNET 15 YEARS
LATER AND THE EVOLUTION OF CYBER
THREATS TO CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on Cy-
bersecurity and Infrastructure Protection held a hear-
ing entitled “Fully Operational: Stuxnet 15 Years
Later and the Evolution of Cyber Threats to Critical
Infrastructure”. Testimony was heard from public
witnesses.

LESSONS LEARNED: AN EXAMINATION OF
MA]JOR SECURITY INCIDENTS AT MASS
GATHERING EVENTS

Committee on Homeland Security: Task Force on En-
hancing Security for Special Events in the United
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States held a hearing titled “Lessons Learned: An Ex-
amination of Major Security Incidents at Mass Gath-
ering Events”. Testimony was heard from Rosie
Cordero-Stutz, Sheriff, Miami Dade County, Florida;
Colonel Robert P. Hodges, Superintendent, Lou-
isiana State Police; Stacey Graves, Chief of Police,
Kansas City, Missouri; and a public witnesses.

CLEAN ROLLS, SECURE ELECTIONS:
REVIEWING VOTER LIST MAINTENANCE
STANDARDS

Committee on House Administration: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “Clean Rolls, Secure Elec-
tions: Reviewing Voter List Maintenance Standards”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

FOREIGN ABUSE OF U.S. COURTS

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Courts,
Intellectual Property, Artificial Intelligence, and the
Internet held a hearing entitled “Foreign Abuse of
U.S. Courts”. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses.

PERMITTING PURGATORY: RESTORING
COMMON SENSE TO NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT REVIEWS

Committee on Natural Resources: Full Committee held
a hearing entitled “Permitting Purgatory: Restoring
Common Sense to NEPA Reviews”. Testimony was
heard from public witnesses.

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

Committee on  Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Water, Wildlife and Fisheries held a hearing on
H.R. 180, the “Endangered Species Transparency
and Reasonableness Act of 2025”; H.R. 3706, the
“SUSHI Act”; H.R. 3831, the “Florida Safe Seas Act
of 2025”; H.R. 4033, the “Sturgeon Conservation
and Sustainability Act of 2025”; H.R. 4293, to
amend the Sikes Act to increase flexibility with re-
spect to cooperative and interagency agreements for
land management off of installations; H.R. 4294,
“MAWS Act of 2025”; and legislation to amend the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972. Testimony
was heard from Chairman Babin, and Representatives
Begich, Ciscomani, Elfreth, Fine, McClintock, and
Webster of Florida; Justin Shirley, Principal Deputy
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior; and public witnesses.

EXAMINING THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION’S WORK COMBATTING
TRANSNATIONAL CARTELS IN INDIAN
COUNTRY

Committee on  Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Examining the Trump Administration’s Work
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Combatting Transnational Cartels in Indian Coun-
try”. Testimony was heard from Charles Addington,
Principal Director, Justice Services for Indian Affairs,
Department of the Interior; Justin Garris, Section
Chief, Criminal Investigative Division, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation; and a public witness.

BID PROTEST REFORM: UNDERSTANDING
THE PROBLEM

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on Government Operations held a hear-
ing entitled “Bid Protest Reform: Understanding the
Problem”. Testimony was heard from Kenneth Pat-
ton, Managing Associate General Counsel, Govern-
ment Accountability Office; and public witnesses.

THE NEW ATOMIC AGE: ADVANCING
AMERICA’S ENERGY FUTURE

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on Economic Growth, Energy Policy, and
Regulatory Affairs held a hearing entitled “The New
Atomic Age: Advancing America’s Energy Future”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a
markup on H.R. 4549, the “Office of Rural Affairs
Enhancement Act”; H.R. 4495, the “SBA Fraud En-
forcement Extension Act”; H.R. 4491, the “SBA IT
Modernization Reporting Act”; H.R. 2066, the “In-
vesting in All of America Act of 2025”; and H.R.
3174, the “Made in America Manufacturing Finance
Act of 2025”. H.R. 4549, H.R. 4495, H.R. 4491
were ordered reported, without amendment. H.R.
2066 and H.R. 3174 were ordered reported, as
amended.

FUTURE OF UNITED STATES MARITIME
PART 1: REVIEW OF FISCAL YEAR 2026
FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION BUDGET
REQUEST

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation held a hearing entitled “Future of United
States Maritime Part 1: Review of Fiscal Year 2026
Federal Maritime Commission Budget Request”.
Testimony was heard from Rebecca Dye, Commis-
sioner, Federal Maritime Commission.

COUNTING THE MONEY: PREVENTING
FRAUD AND ABUSE IN VA’S BONUS
PAYMENT PRACTICES FOR VA EMPLOYEES

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Counting the Money: Preventing Fraud and Abuse
in VA’s Bonus Payment Practices for VA Employ-
ees”. Testimony was heard from Tracey Therit, Chief
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Human Capital Officer, Office of Human Resources
and Administration, Operations, Security, and Pre-
paredness, Veterans Health Administration, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; Shawn Steele, Director of
the Human Capital and Operations Division, Office
of Audits and Evaluations, Office of Inspector Gen-
eral, Department of Veterans Affairs; and a public
witness.

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE: PAST LESSONS,
PRESENT INSIGHTS, FUTURE
OPPORTUNITIES

Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on
Health; and Subcommittee on Oversight held a joint
hearing entitled “Medicare Advantage: Past Lessons,
Present Insights, Future Opportunities”. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JULY 23, 2025

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: to hold
hearings to examine the nomination of Richard Fordyce,
of Missouri, to be Under Secretary of Agriculture for
Farm Production and Conservation, 3 p.m., SR—328A.

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: busi-
ness meeting to consider the nominations of Benjamin
DeMarzo, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary, and
Craig Trainor, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary,
both of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Jovan Jovanovic, of Pennsylvania, to be President
of the Export-Import Bank of the United States for a
term expiring January 20, 2029, Francis Brooke, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and
David Peters, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Commerce, 10:30 a.m., SD-538.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: to
hold hearings to examine the nominations of Seval Oz, of
California, and Michael Rutherford, of Florida, both to be
an Assistant Secretary, and Gregory Zerzan, of Texas, to
be General Counsel, all of the Department of Transpor-
tation, 10 a.m., SR-253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to hold hear-
ings to examine challenges to meeting increased elec-
tricity demand, 10 a.m., SD—-366.

Committee on Envivonment and Public Works: to hold hear-
ings to examine the nominations of Katherine Scarlett, of
Ohio, to be a Member of the Council on Environmental
Quality, and Jeffrey Hall, of Virginia, to be an Assistant
Administrator, both of the Environmental Protection
Agency, 10 a.m., SD-562.
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Subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, to
hold hearings to examine the road ahead, focusing on
proposals to improve America’s transportation infrastruc-
ture, 3 p.m., SD-562.

Committee on Foreign Relations: business meeting to con-
sider pending calendar nominations; to be immediately
followed by a hearing to examine dismantling
transnational criminal organizations in the Americas, 10
a.m., SD—419.

Subcommittee on Near East, South Asia, Central Asia,
and Counterterrorism, to hold hearings to examine
United States diplomatic strategies for a dynamic Middle
East, 2:30 p.m., SD-419.

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Sub-
committee on Education and the American Family, to
hold hearings to examine choice and literacy, focusing on
empowering families for better educational results, 2
p.m., SD—430.

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on the Con-
stitution, to hold hearings to examine ending illegal dis-
crimination and preferences, focusing on enforcing our
civil rights laws, 2:30 p.m., SD-226.

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: to hold
hearings to examine innovation in the crosshairs, focusing
on countering China’s industrial espionage, 2:30 p.m.,
SR-428A.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: to hold hearings to exam-
ine the nominations of John Bartrum, of Indiana, to be
Under Secretary for Health of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and Jeremiah Workman, of Ohio, to be Assistant
Secretary of Labor for Veterans’” Employment and Train-
ing, 4 p.m., SR—418.

Select Committee on Intelligence: to receive a closed brief-
ing on certain intelligence matters, 3 p.m., SH-219.

House

Committee on Agriculture, Full Committee, hearing enti-
tled “An Examination of the Implications of Proposition
127,10 a.m., 1300 Longworth.

Committee on Appropriations, Full Committee, markup on
the National Security, Department of State, and Related
Programs FY 2026 Appropriations Bill, 10 a.m., 2359
Rayburn.

Committee on Armed Services, Full Committee, hearing
entitled “Reforming Defense Acquisition to Deliver Ca-
pability at the Speed of Relevance”, 10 a.m., 2118 Ray-
burn.

Committee on Education and Workforce, Full Committee,
markup on H.R. 1319, the “Modern Worker Empower-
ment Act”; H.R. 1320, the “Modern Worker Security
Act”; H.R. 4366, the “Save Local Business Act”; H.R.
4312, the “Student Compensation and Opportunity
through Rights and Endorsements Act”; and H.R. 4307,
the “Enhancing Detection of Human Trafficking Act”,
9:30 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Full Committee,
markup on H.R. 4312, the “Student Compensation and
Opportunity through Rights and Endorsements Act”; and
H.R. 4273, the “Over-the-Counter Monograph Drug
User Fee Amendments”, 10 a.m., 2123 Rayburn.
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Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, con-
tinue markup on H.R. 3074, the “Common Cents Act”;
H.R. 3190, the “BRAVE Burma Act”; H.R. 3390, the
“Bringing the Discount Window into the 21st Century
Act”’; H.R. 3446, the “FDIC Board Accountability Act”;
H.R. 3673, the “Small Business Investor Capital Access
Act”; H.R. 4346, the “Preventing the Escalation of
Armed Conflict in Europe Act of 2025”; H.R. 4423, the
“No New Burma Funds Act”; H.R. 4427, the “Syria
Sanctions Accountability Act”; H.R. 4429, the “Devel-
oping and Empowering our Aspiring Leaders Act”; H.R.
4430, the “Expanding WKSI Eligibility Act”; H.R.
4431, the “Improving Capital Allocation for Newcomers
Act”; H.R. 4437, the “Supervisory Modifications for Ap-
propriate Risk-Based Testing Act of 2025”; H.R. 4449,
the “Advocating for Small Business Act”; H.R. 4460, the
“Stop Agency Fiat Enforcement of Guidance Act”; H.R.
4478, the “Tailored Regulatory Updates for Supervisory
Testing Act of 2025”; H.R. 4544, the “American Access
to Banking Act”; and Resolution Reestablishing the Task
Force on Monetary Policy, Treasury Market Resilience,
and Economic Prosperity of the Committee on Financial
Services, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn.

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Full Committee, hearing
entitled “FY26 State Department Posture: Bureau of Po-
litical Affairs”, 10 a.m., 2172 Rayburn.

Middle East and North Africa Subcommittee, hearing
entitled “Bureau of Counterterrorism FY26 Budget Pos-
ture Hearing”, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.

Committee on Natural Resources, Full Committee, markup
on H.R. 178, to require the Secretary of Agriculture to
carry out activities to suppress wildfires, and for other
purposes; H.R. 179, the “Proven Forest Management Act
of 2025”; H.R. 345, the “Fire Department Repayment
Act of 2025”; H.R. 528, the “Post-Disaster Reforestation
and Restoration Act of 2025”; H.R. 839, to prohibit the
implementation of a Land Protection Plan for Muleshoe
National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 1045, the “Utah Wild-
fire Research Institute Act of 2025”; H.R. 1276, to re-
move restrictions from a parcel of land in Paducah, Ken-
tucky; H.R. 2290, the “World War II Women’s Memo-
rial Location Act”; H.R. 2294, to reauthorize the Inte-
grated Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of
2009; H.R. 2302, the “Shingle Springs Band of Miwok
Indians Land Transfer Act of 2025”; H.R. 2400, the “Pit
River Land Transfer Act of 2025”; H.R. 3620, the
“Southcentral Foundation Land Transfer Act of 2025”;
H.R. 3857, the “Snow Water Supply Forecasting Reau-
thorization Act of 2025”; and H.R. 4285, the “STARS
Act”, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Sub-
committee on Government Operations, hearing entitled
“An Update on Mail Theft and Crime”, 2 p.m.,
HVC-210.

Subcommittee on Federal Law Enforcement, hearing
entitled “Catch and Release, Lose and Forget: Addressing
the Crisis of Unaccompanied Alien Children—Part I”, 2
p-m., 2247 Rayburn.

Committee on  Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public Buildings,
and Emergency Management, hearing entitled “Fixing
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Emergency Management: Examining Improvements to
FEMA'’s Disaster Response”, 10 a.m., 2167 Rayburn.

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, Full Committee, markup
on H.R. 740, the “Veterans’ Assuring Critical Care Ex-
pansions to Support Servicemembers Act of 2025”; H.R.
1663, the “Veterans Scam and Fraud Evasion Act of
2025”; H.R. 3400, the “Territorial Response and Access
to Veterans’ Essential Lifecare Act”; H.R. 3726, the
“Fisher House Availability Act of 2025”; H.R. 3767, the
“Health Professionals Scholarship Program Improvement
Act of 2025”; H.R. 2605, the “Service Dogs Assisting
Veterans Act”; H.R. 2137, the “Review Every Veterans
Claim Act of 2025”; H.R. 3123, the “Ernest Peltz Ac-
crued Veterans Benefits Act”; H.R. 3834, the “Protecting
Veteran’s Claim Options Act”’; H.R. 3854, the “Modern-
izing All Veterans and Survivors Claims Processing Act”;
H.R. 3951, the “Rural Veterans’ Improved Access to
Benefits Act of 2025”; H.R. 3483, the “Forcing Real Ac-
countability for Unlawful Distributions Act of 2025”;
H.R. 3482, the “Veterans Community Care Scheduling
Improvement Act”’; H.R. 3494, the “VA Hospital Inven-
tory Management System Authorization Act”; H.R. 3455,
the “Veterans Affairs Distributed Ledger Innovation Act
of 2025”; H.R. 2334, to amend the Servicemembers Civil
Relief Act to preempt any squatter’s rights established by
State law regarding real property owned by a member of
the uniformed services; H.R. 2791, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to increase the maximum amount of
housing loan guaranty entitlement available to certain
veterans under the laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs; H R. 3481, the “Delivering Digitally to
Our Veterans Act of 2025”; H.R. 3579, the “Veterans
Readiness and Employment Program Integrity Act”;
H.R. 3863, the “VA Mental Health Outreach and En-
gagement Act”; HR. 659, the “Veterans Law Judge Ex-
perience Act of 2025”; H.R. 2701, the “Fallen
Servicemembers Religious Heritage Restoration Act”;
H.R. 2721, the “Honoring Our Heroes Act of 2025”;
H.R. 2034, the “Edith Nourse Rogers STEM Scholarship
Opportunity Act”; H.R. 2954, the “Veterans’ Transition
to Trucking Act of 2025”; H.R. 3812, the “Stop Trou-
bling Retroactive Invoices for Veteran Expenses Act of
2025”; H.R. 2148, the “Veteran Caregiver Reeducation,
Reemployment, and Retirement Act”’; H.R. 4446, the
“FAST VETS Act”; legislation on the Major Medical
Lease Committee Resolution FY25; and legislation on the
Major Medical Lease Committee Resolution PACT Act,
10:15 a.m., 360 Cannon.

Permanent  Select  Committee on  Intelligence, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “Private Sector Energy Brief”,
1:15 p.m., HVC-304 Hearing Room. This hearing is
closed.

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Berween the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled “United We Stand: Strategies to
Counter PRC Economic Coercion Against Democracies”,
10 a.m., 210 Cannon.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Wednesday, July 23

Senate Chamber

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
10 a.m., Wednesday, July 23

House Chamber

Program for Wednesday: To be announced.

ation of the motion to proceed to consideration of H.R.
3944, Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, post-cloture.

At 11 a.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the
nominations of Arielle Roth, of the District of Columbia,
to be Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communica-
tions and Information, and John Hurley, of California, to
be Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Crimes.

At 2 p.m., Senate will vote on the motion to proceed
to consideration of H.R. 3944, Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act. Following disposition of the motion to proceed, Sen-
ate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Zachary M. Bluestone, of Missouri, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern District of
Missouri.

Additional votes are expected during Wednesday’s ses-
sion of the Senate.
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