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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TAYLOR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 21, 2025. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID J. 
TAYLOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

UNLEASHING AMERICAN ENERGY 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, throughout his campaign, 
President Trump promised to unleash 
American energy and to end the era of 
overregulation. 

In just 7 months, President Trump 
has already taken those historic steps 
to boost domestic energy production, 
resulting in gas prices dropping by 50 
cents over the past year. 

In March, President Trump and EPA 
Administrator Lee Zeldin undertook 

the largest day of deregulation in 
American history, releasing the shack-
les on our energy producers by Presi-
dent Biden’s Green New Deal initia-
tives. 

Now, my colleagues and I in the 
House will take up a strong deregula-
tion package this week that will fur-
ther streamline the permitting process 
for our energy producers throughout 
the U.S. 

It is time that my colleagues and I 
codify President Trump’s deregulation 
agenda so that our energy producers 
can unleash domestic production, lower 
costs for all American consumers, and 
further support our allies abroad on 
our pathway to energy dominance. 
HONORING OUR BRAVE BORDER PATROL AND ICE 

AGENTS 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to speak in sup-
port of our brave Border Patrol and 
ICE agents who tirelessly put their 
lives on the line each day to protect 
America. 

With President Trump back in office, 
ICE agents can finally do their jobs and 
enforce the laws that are on the books. 
These brave officers are producing his-
toric results at our border and in our 
communities. 

In the first 6 months of President 
Trump’s term in office, his administra-
tion has removed more than 70,000 con-
victed criminals, many of whom are 
convicted of assault, sexual crimes, 
kidnapping, and even homicide. 

Yet, despite their historic work en-
forcing our Nation’s laws, our ICE 
agents are facing a disgusting string of 
threats and violence against them and 
their families, resulting in an 830 per-
cent increase in assaults against ICE 
agents. This string of threats is a re-
sult of months of violent rhetoric com-
ing from the other side of the aisle. 
Whether in political office or in the 
media, calling for violence against law 
enforcement is simply unacceptable. 

While a small group of people call for 
this violence, I know that the Amer-

ican people which overwhelmingly sup-
ported President Trump’s reelection, 
are proud of our ICE agents as they 
work to remove dangerous and often 
violent criminals from our commu-
nities. 

NATIONAL PENNSYLVANIA DAY 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, yesterday, July 20, we cele-
brated National Pennsylvania Day, 
honoring the Commonwealth’s crucial 
role in the founding and continuing 
success of our great Nation. 

From the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence in Independence Hall 
in Philadelphia to the Battle of Gettys-
burg during the Civil War, Pennsyl-
vania has always been at the center of 
American progress as we strive to form 
that more perfect Union. 

Today, Pennsylvania remains at the 
center of our Nation’s growth, espe-
cially as we enter a competitive race 
with China to dominate artificial intel-
ligence. 

Last week, President Trump and Sen-
ator DAVE MCCORMICK hosted an inau-
gural Pennsylvania Energy and Innova-
tion Summit in Pittsburgh to highlight 
how Pennsylvania will lead in the AI 
revolution. During the summit, Presi-
dent Trump announced more than $90 
billion of investments into the Com-
monwealth’s energy industry and data 
centers. 

Now, with the unleashing of Penn-
sylvania’s energy potential, each and 
every day will be Pennsylvania Day. 

f 

TRANSGENDER AMERICANS SERVE 
WITH HONOR 

(Ms. MCBRIDE of Delaware was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this month, I joined my neighbors 
across Delaware in celebrating the 
freedoms that define our Nation, free-
doms made possible by those who have 
worn the uniform. 
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It is appalling that while families 

gathered under fireworks to honor that 
sacrifice, the Trump administration 
was all too quietly forcing thousands of 
patriots from military service. These 
are Americans who have served with 
honor, distinction, and unshakable pa-
triotism. They are brave, honorable, 
and committed patriots who have also 
dared to have the courage to say out 
loud that they are transgender. These 
are qualified, trained, and decorated 
servicemembers. They have deployed 
into combat, flown missions overseas, 
and led troops through danger. 

Now, this administration is telling 
them that despite their qualifications 
and their exemplary quality of service 
that they can no longer serve, simply 
because of how they express their gen-
der. That message is immoral, unfair, 
and un-American. 

I represent Delaware’s at-large dis-
trict, a district that includes thou-
sands, tens of thousands of Active- 
Duty servicemembers, veterans, and 
military families. In our State, service 
isn’t abstract. It is personal. We see 
every single day what honor, dis-
cipline, and sacrifice looks like regard-
less of someone’s gender identity. 

These individuals met the same rig-
orous standards as their peers, the 
same physical exams, screenings, and 
background checks; and in many cases, 
under intense scrutiny, they didn’t just 
meet those standards, they exceeded 
them. 

Trans servicemembers are receiving 
glowing fitness reports and commenda-
tions. One was described by her com-
mander as within the top 5 percent of 
officers I have encountered in 18 years 
of military service. 

Another, an aviator with 60 combat 
missions under her belt, earned the 
strongest possible recommendation for 
promotion, and I quote her commander 
directly, who attested: ‘‘People thrive 
under her leadership.’’ 

A third, a noncommissioned officer 
and instructor, was called undoubtedly 
within the top 5 percent of NCOs I have 
worked with in my 22 years of service. 

In a recent hearing, the Secretary of 
Defense even commended these patri-
ots, only to frantically retract his 
praise when he decided that their being 
transgender, one small part of who 
these soldiers are, somehow out-
weighed their years of proven high per-
formance and service to this country. 
These servicemembers were just dis-
missed by this administration. 

The most powerful aspect of our mili-
tary, the thing that makes it unique 
against our adversaries, is that it is a 
military of the people. In the United 
States, patriotism does not discrimi-
nate. In this country, if you are willing 
to serve, to fight for our core beliefs 
and to meet the standards, then we 
welcome you to stand with us, regard-
less of your race, religion, national ori-
gin, or any other aspect of who you are 
because you are an American, a patriot 
first. 

This decision to remove proven patri-
ots for no justification causes serious 

weakness to our force. It turns away 
proven courage. It wastes billions in 
taxpayer investment, decades of hard- 
earned experience, and is a direct blow 
to readiness because this decision isn’t 
about readiness. It is not about dis-
cipline or merit, and it is certainly not 
about cost. 

It is about exclusion. It is about 
using identity as a wedge to divide and 
distract. It is a cynical politics, not 
sound policy. Our military, which 
should never be a political tool, is pay-
ing the price. 

Across Delaware, from Georgetown 
to Wilmington, I have met transgender 
veterans who served this Nation with 
distinction. Some stepped forward 
while hiding who they were, forced to 
choose between their truth and their 
country. Others served openly when 
policy briefly aligned with principle. 
All of them served with honor. 

b 1210 

Mr. Speaker, these are Americans 
asking to serve their country and to 
put their last full measure of devotion 
on the line, just like generations before 
them. The least we can do is let them. 

We are not made safer by sidelining 
qualified patriots. We are not made 
stronger by narrowing the ranks of who 
gets to serve. We are not made freer by 
telling brave Americans that their 
truth disqualifies them from service. 

This ban weakens our military. It be-
trays our values. It sends the cruelest 
possible message to some of our most 
dedicated citizens. It says their service 
is unwelcome and that one identity 
matters more than what they have 
done, what they have sacrificed, and 
what they fight for. 

Mr. Speaker, I reject that message. I 
salute every transgender servicemem-
ber. I thank them. I see them. I honor 
them. I will not stop fighting for a 
country that is truly worthy of their 
service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF THE ALPENA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE REMOTELY OPERATED 
VEHICLE TEAM 

(Mr. BERGMAN of Michigan was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements of the Alpena Commu-
nity College which is remotely oper-
ated and located in Alpena, Michigan, 
in the lower peninsula on the Sunrise 
Coast. The college’s team is known as 
the Aquajacks. It is a great name, and 
it tells us right there what they are 
about. 

The Alpena Community College re-
motely operated vehicle team, the 
Aquajacks, proudly represented Michi-
gan’s First Congressional District at 
the 2025 Marine Advanced Technology 
Education ROV World Championship 
hosted in Alpena, Michigan. 

I will digress for just a couple of sec-
onds here on what this team actually 

accomplished. For those who don’t 
know the geography of Michigan, as I 
put my hands up, to those looking at 
me, this hand is the upper peninsula of 
Michigan. This hand is the lower penin-
sula of Michigan. Alpena is located 
right down here in the lower peninsula 
on the shores of Lake Huron. 

Michigan’s First District, which I am 
blessed to represent, encompasses 48.1 
percent of the landmass of Michigan 
and more freshwater and deepwater 
shoreline than any other district in the 
United States. The only singular dis-
trict that has a larger big water shore-
line is Alaska, but that is all saltwater. 
That is the difference. We catch dif-
ferent kinds of fish in those two dif-
ferent kinds of waters. 

What we have in Michigan sur-
rounding the lower peninsula and cap-
ping the northern border of the upper 
peninsula before it transitions into 
Canada is some of the world’s, if not 
the world’s, finest, freshest, deepest, 
and clearest water that is available on 
the face of the Earth. 

We use it for good. We fish in it. We 
farm in it. We experiment in it. We ad-
vance our country and also other coun-
tries in the world through research and 
development, especially when it comes 
to underwater activities, whether it is 
mapping the bottom of the ocean or 
looking at cables and pipelines that go 
from continent to continent. All of 
that education and training on the 
front end is what is happening at 
Alpena Community College in my dis-
trict. 

We see all the smiles and happy faces 
of the team here. They were excited by 
not only competing but also winning 
such a prestigious award. These tal-
ented students, who both live and 
study in northern Michigan, showcased 
remarkable ingenuity, teamwork, and 
technical skills. They earned an im-
pressive third-place finish against 
nearly 80 teams from 22 States and 18 
countries. 

After months of design and testing, 
their ROV successfully completed com-
plex tasks, while the team impressed 
judges with their professional presen-
tations and real-time strategic think-
ing. 

Their performance is a testament to 
Alpena Community College’s commit-
ment to hands-on STEM education. I 
commend their mentor, David 
Cummins, and their entire faculty for 
fostering such excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride 
that I recognize the Alpena Commu-
nity College Aquajacks. These students 
not only represent the future of my 
district but also highlight the critical 
role that skilled innovators play in 
strengthening our Nation’s infrastruc-
ture and advancing our national secu-
rity. 

f 

IMPROVING COMMUNITY ZIP 
CODES 

(Mr. COURTNEY of Connecticut was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, this 

week we are going to be taking up leg-
islation on H.R. 672, an act to establish 
new ZIP Codes for certain commu-
nities. 

This measure is aimed at fixing prob-
lems in about eight communities all 
across the country where the post of-
fice’s ZIP Code allocation system has 
just completely fragmented these 
towns and cities because of the pro-
liferation of ZIP Codes that have oc-
curred and been implemented in some 
of these towns. 

It is a bipartisan bill. I am one of the 
bipartisan cosponsors. I represent one 
of those towns, which is Scotland, Con-
necticut, in eastern Connecticut. 

Scotland, Connecticut, is a commu-
nity that was established back in the 
1700s. It was incorporated in the 1800s. 
It is a small town. The last census was 
1,576 people. There are 625 residents in 
the town. 

Mr. Speaker, it is almost hard for 
people to believe me when I tell them 
this, but it has six ZIP Codes in a com-
munity with 1,500 people. It creates 
havoc in terms of people doing their or-
dinary business through the post office. 

First Selectman Dana Barrow of the 
town of Scotland described in a letter 
to the House Committee on Oversight 
and Reform: 

‘‘Due to the town’s ZIP Code configu-
ration, Scotland residents face daily 
frustration with packages being mis-
delivered, service providers being un-
able to find their properties, and dig-
ital ordering or registration systems 
refusing to accept their address infor-
mation. But the issue goes beyond in-
convenience. People have paid taxes to 
the wrong town and sent their children 
to the wrong schools. Town party com-
mittees and voluntary associations 
cannot effectively reach residents by 
mail. Public health statistics seriously 
understate the burden of disease in our 
town, and other survey data also mis-
represent us. A high percentage of ab-
sentee ballot applications that we were 
required by law to send out . . . were 
returned—not because the people 
weren’t in town, but because the USPS 
computer scanning system rejected 
their addresses. The situation is clear-
ly damaging to us individually and as a 
community.’’ 

What this bill does is it just simply 
says for Scotland and a number of 
other communities that have been 
identified by the community that basi-
cally we are going to unify a ZIP Code 
for those communities so they don’t 
have to, again, experience what Scot-
land First Selectman Dana Barrow de-
scribed. 

Last night, the post office actually 
sent out a letter of opposition to the 
bill to all Members of the House Cham-
ber. They actually had the nerve to say 
that passage of this bill would signifi-
cantly degrade mail service in the af-
fected communities. 

Mr. Speaker, it is hard to imagine 
how the mail service for the people of 
the town of Scotland could be any 

worse than the situation that exists 
today where they have six ZIP Codes 
for a population of 1,500 people. 

Luckily, we have Members of Con-
gress like the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART) who chairs the com-
mittee and who is bringing the bill out 
later this week. He has the common 
sense to understand that the post office 
needs to get their act together and go 
into a very finite and manageable num-
ber of communities and aggregate the 
ZIP Codes so that people, again, can 
get the services they rely on. 

I am a strong supporter of the post 
office. It is in the Constitution. It is 
mandated we have a Postal Service in 
this country. People depend on it to 
get their medications, to get important 
documents, and to receive their month-
ly Social Security payments. 

To have a dysfunctional system that 
is completely self-inflicted and man- 
made because of the organization of 
the post office is just unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, again, despite the post 
office’s somewhat hysterical, out-of- 
touch opposition that they announced 
last night, I am here on the floor to 
publicly call on all my colleagues to 
join Mr. DIAZ-BALART from the Repub-
lican side, myself from the Democratic 
side, and a host of other cosponsors to 
get this modest and obviously com-
monsense bill passed and sent to the 
Senate and then to the President’s 
desk. 

f 

b 1220 

SUPPORTING PAWS IN MOTION 

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized 
to address the House for 5 minutes.) 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
when danger strikes, it is not just 
about boots on the ground. It is about 
paws in motion. 

Today, I rise in defense of those who 
cannot speak for themselves but serve 
our Nation with unmatched loyalty, 
discipline, and courage. I am talking 
about canines and horses that serve our 
law enforcement officers on the front 
line every single day. 

From narcotics detection to crowd 
control, search and rescue to border pa-
trol, these animals are more than side-
kicks. They are trusted teammates, 
and just like their human handlers, 
they face real threats, danger, and con-
sequences. 

That is why, today, I am introducing 
the Leo K9 Protection Act, a straight-
forward bill to strengthen the penalties 
for those who assault or injure these 
animals in the line of duty. 

I am proud to champion the Leo K9 
Protection Act alongside the dedicated 
team at K9s United, whose tireless ad-
vocacy ensures that our service ani-
mals are treated not just as tools but 
as heroes. 

Under my legislation, the Federal 
penalty will be up to 15 years when 
someone uses a deadly weapon to harm 
a Federal police animal. In addition, 
this legislation will expand the Federal 

statute to apply to any State, county, 
or local police animal assisting a Fed-
eral agency. 

The effort is not just symbolic. It is 
timely and necessary. Last year, 21 po-
lice canines made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty, including K9 
Leo of Marion County, Florida, who 
the bill is named after and who is pic-
tured right beside me. 

Mr. Speaker, these animals run to-
ward danger, not away from it. We owe 
them far more than a belly rub or a 
scratch behind the ears. Mr. Speaker, 
they fight for us. Now, it is our turn to 
fight for them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this critical legislation. 

f 

TAKING ON WNBA 

(Ms. CRAIG of Minnesota was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Ms. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, soon, the 
Minnesota Lynx will play the New 
York Liberty at home in Minneapolis. 

As some Minnesotans may remember, 
I made a friendly wager with a New 
York Member of Congress last year at 
the beginning of the Minnesota Lynx- 
New York Liberty WNBA final series. 
That bet included that I would don a 
Liberty jersey and give a speech con-
gratulating them from here on the 
House floor if they won the series. I 
would have, but I won’t. Why won’t I? 
Because the truth is that Minnesota 
didn’t lose game five. 

I was there in New York. The Liberty 
didn’t win. The WNBA gave it to them. 

Let’s stop pretending that what hap-
pened in game five of the WNBA finals 
was just a bad call. It wasn’t. 

The Minnesota Lynx clawed their 
way through the playoffs. They defied 
the odds. They outworked every team 
and every narrative. In the final sec-
onds of a championship game, on the 
biggest stage, they didn’t get out-
played. They got erased. 

Even from the House floor, right here 
in the Chamber, I can hear the New 
York fans protesting, but I know them 
well enough from Madison Square Gar-
den that night to know that if this had 
happened to them, their outrage would 
be the same with much more colorful 
language. 

A phantom foul, five seconds left, 
Alanna Smith playing legal defense on 
Breanna Stewart, who, let’s be honest, 
is the league’s marketing golden girl. 
The contact? It was embellished, mar-
ginal at worst, but the whistle blew. 
The game and the title were handed to 
New York on a silver platter. 

When the Lynx challenged the call, 
the officials reviewed themselves. The 
same people who made the call decided 
to stand by it. 

That is not accountability. That is 
the system protecting itself. That is 
the fix being called in. 

Meanwhile, Napheesa Collier, the 
heart of the Lynx, an All-Star, a force 
in the paint, didn’t shoot a single free 
throw the entire game. Now, tell me, 
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how does a player so dominant in the 
lane never draw contact? Because she 
was erased from the whistle. 

Let me just say it out loud right here 
from the House Chamber: The WNBA 
wanted the Liberty to win—a big mar-
ket team, superstar faces, a tidy 
storyline for the league office and the 
league commissioner, who literally 
wore the New York skyline on her 
dress that night. 

Minnesota? We were the wrong 
script—too gritty, too real, too incon-
venient. 

The league talks about fairness. The 
league talks about lifting women up. 
Pay them what they deserve if you 
want to lift women up in the WNBA. 

They talk about growing the game 
with integrity, but when the stakes 
were high, the WNBA didn’t protect 
the game. They manipulated it. They 
chose a winner. 

Here is the truth: Minnesota didn’t 
lose game five. The WNBA took it from 
them, and I will be damned if I ever put 
on a New York Liberty jersey. 

f 

DENOUNCING CUTS TO K–12 
SCHOOLS 

(Mr. COSTA of California was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to tell an inconvenient truth about 
what happened to educational funding 
that Congress appropriated that was to 
go to our schools. 

On June 30, just 1 day before $7 bil-
lion of educational funding was sup-
posed to be delivered to our State 
budgets, the Trump administration 
pulled the rug out from under the 
schools—no warning, no explanation. 

Let me explain something about 
California. We are a donor State. That 
means that the citizens of California, 
the taxpayers, send more money to 
Washington than we get back every 
year. 

In California, we were supposed to re-
ceive, as I said, $928 million. This was 
a big blow to school districts across the 
country, including those that I rep-
resent in the San Joaquin Valley in 
California. Fresno Unified, which I rep-
resent, was to lose $7.1 million. Visalia 
Unified would have lost $2 million. 

Across the San Joaquin Valley, dis-
tricts were preparing for these dev-
astating cuts in mental health serv-
ices, after-school programs, and sup-
port for English learners and migrant 
students. 

b 1230 

While the Republicans stayed silent, 
my colleagues and I stepped up. We 
wrote to the Trump administration, de-
manded answers, and put pressure on 
them to act. 

They finally listened. Let’s be clear: 
This didn’t happen on its own. It hap-
pened because we put pressure on 
them. 

Now the money is flowing, and I hope 
it is the entire $7 billion that goes to 

our schools throughout the country. 
Let’s make sure that we know where it 
first happened. It happened when the 
flood of phone lines started going to 
my colleagues here in Washington. 

I am going to, and my colleagues will 
continue to, fight for every student, 
every family, and every school in 
America, including those in the San 
Joaquin Valley that I represent. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN HARRIS 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

sadly to pay tribute to John Harris, a 
good friend and a giant of California 
agriculture and the San Joaquin Val-
ley. 

Born on July 14, 1943, in Fresno Coun-
ty, John was a proud graduate of the 
University of California-Davis and a 
United States Army veteran. 

For over 40 years, he was not only a 
pioneer in agriculture, but a good 
friend of mine. He was a leader who 
was well respected throughout the 
country. John shaped the Harris Ranch 
and turned it into one of the Nation’s 
largest beef producers in America. 

In addition, his passion was as a lead-
er in the horseracing industry in which 
his horses were successful and won on 
numerous occasions. 

John always understood the impor-
tance of education and gave back gen-
erously. Not only was it to Fresno 
State’s Maddy Institute but he also 
mentored the next generation of agri-
cultural leaders. 

We miss John. His impact will 
stretch far beyond his ranch. He helped 
shape the agriculture of our region, 
and his legacy of innovation, integrity, 
and service will benefit generations to 
come. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOEL NELSON 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

honor Joel Nelson, a proud son of the 
San Joaquin Valley who served 37 
years as the head of California Citrus 
Mutual. 

Mr. Speaker, you should understand 
that California produces 80 percent of 
all the citrus consumed in the United 
States: navels, Valencias, mandarins, 
and lemons. 

Joel was the leader for the voice of 
our citrus growers and a fierce advo-
cate for valley agriculture. 

From the orchards of Tulare, Fresno, 
and Kern Counties to the packing 
sheds, he always fought every day to 
protect our farmers, our water, and our 
way of life. 

He dedicated his life to uplifting oth-
ers always with energy, passion, and a 
deep love for the valley we shared. His 
excitement for the work was con-
tagious, and his leadership helped 
shape the citrus industry for genera-
tions to come. 

We will miss his voice, but his legacy 
will live on in every grove in Cali-
fornia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE REMARKABLE 
WORK OF SEWA INTERNATIONAL 
(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was 

recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the remarkable 
work of Sewa International, both in 
Virginia and around the world. 

Founded less than 25 years ago, Sewa 
International is a global humanitarian 
organization committed to serving 
those in need. 

Their mission focuses on several 
things, including disaster relief, reha-
bilitation, family services, women’s 
empowerment, health, and education. 

In Virginia, Sewa works hand in hand 
with local organizations to strengthen 
our communities. They support the big 
September 11 National Day of Service 
which will be happening again this 
year. 

They offer after-school programming, 
provide meal service at local shelters, 
and help the next generation get in-
volved, engaging high school students 
and volunteer work. 

I am thankful for all Sewa Inter-
national does for our communities. 

SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA PREVENTED A 
TOLL HIKE ON DULLES GREENWAY 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
last week our community got a major 
win. The Supreme Court of Virginia 
upheld a bill that I had passed, one 
that prevented a 40 percent toll hike on 
the Dulles Greenway, maybe more. 
Without this bill tolls would have 
jumped from at least $5.80 to $8.10 each 
way. 

For regular commuters like me, that 
is $1,150 back in their pockets at least. 
This is a reminder of what we can 
achieve when we work together to take 
on tough fights, including for families 
facing high costs. This was a bipartisan 
initiative because across Virginia and 
across the country families are feeling 
the squeeze. 

Housing costs are up, childcare is ex-
pensive, and utility bills are rising. In 
Loudoun County, tolls add an extra 
burden to the cost of getting to work. 

This win is a step toward lowering 
costs for all families and a step to-
wards addressing the broader afford-
ability crisis. 

I am committed to continuing this 
work in Congress and fighting to lower 
tolls even further and pushing for poli-
cies that put more money back in the 
pockets of working families. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEMORY OF 
SUPERVISOR BOB WEIR 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
also rise today with profound sadness 
to honor the life and memory of Super-
visor Bob Weir, who served the Gaines-
ville District on the Prince William 
County Board of Supervisors starting 
in 2023. 

A husband and a father of three, Bob 
dedicated the past two decades to serv-
ing his community. He served terms on 
the Haymarket Town Council and 
Planning Commission and over 2 years 
on the County Board of Supervisors, all 
focused on empowering his constitu-
ents in Prince William County to de-
mand the best from their elected offi-
cials. 

Bob cared deeply about his constitu-
ents and serving them. He was known 
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for personally following up with resi-
dents and addressing their concerns. He 
prioritized transparency, once saying: 
You don’t have to ask me where I stand 
on issues because I am usually pretty 
clear about it. I am not going to sit 
there and obfuscate up there. If I don’t 
like something, I will tell you I don’t 
like something and why. 

Bob’s memory and legacy will live on 
through the lives that he touched. Our 
hearts go out to all of his family. Our 
prayers go with him as well. May he 
rest in peace. 

COMMEMORATING KOREAN WAR VETERANS 
ARMISTICE DAY 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to commemorate Korean War Ar-
mistice Day and to honor the millions 
of servicemembers who fought during 
the Korean war. 

This year marks the 16th anniversary 
of Proclamation 8399, a proclamation 
to establish National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day. 

I am proud to have introduced legis-
lation in this Congress to help reunify 
families who remain divided from the 
war. I look forward to continuing to 
work to support our veterans. 

I thank the Korean American Grass-
roots Conference and partner organiza-
tions like the Council of Korean Amer-
icans, the Korea Economic Institute, 
The Korea Society, the Korean Amer-
ican Institute, and Remember 727 for 
organizing this week’s event. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

In You, O God, do we trust, for the 
wisdom You offer is pure. May we also 
trust You to speak Your wisdom in to-
day’s proceedings. 

On You, O God, do we depend, for the 
direction You lead us will enable us to 
find a way forward in times of discord. 
May we also depend on You to direct us 
to bring calm wherever conflict per-
sists. 

To You, O God, do we yield our souls 
and minds, for the plans You have for 
us are merciful and without partiality. 
May we yield our whole selves in the 
course of this day to follow where You 
will guide us. 

Then, may we abstain from our own 
selfish desires and sow the seeds of 

peace, that we would receive the good 
fruits of Your righteousness at the con-
clusion of our labors. 

In Your eternal and merciful name, 
we pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Mississippi (Mr. EZELL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. EZELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the resignation 
of the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GREEN), the whole number of the House 
is 431. 

f 

SUPPORTING PEACE THROUGH 
STRENGTH 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as the senior member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, an 
Army veteran myself, and father of 
four sons who served in the military in 
the Middle East, I am particularly 
grateful that House Republicans passed 
the Defense appropriations bill with 
the leadership of Chairman MIKE ROG-
ERS. 

On behalf of national security for 
American families, some key provi-
sions are: support for troops and fami-
lies by delivering a pay raise and im-
proving the quality of life; restoration 
of combat readiness by funding cut-
ting-edge aircraft, weapons, and mod-
ernization; and deterrence of our adver-
saries with border security and coun-
tering the Chinese Communist Party 
worldwide. 

House Republicans are achieving 
peace through strength, the agenda of 
President Donald Trump. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to 
protect American families with peace 
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin’s lies, insulting Trump and 
mocking Trump, talking lovely as he 
murders Ukrainian citizens with rock-
et attacks. 

Our sympathy for Rosalie Smith on 
the passing of her husband, Mayor Pat 
Smith, of Springdale, South Carolina. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TREY CASH 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize Trey Cash, 
the economic development director for 
Greene and Lenoir Counties, whose 
leadership secured over 600 acres of 
prime land for industrial development, 
paving the way for job growth and in-
vestment opportunities in rural North 
Carolina. 

The North Carolina Economic Devel-
opment Association named Trey the 
2025 Emerging Leader of the Year, 
North Carolina’s highest honor for a 
young economic developer. 

Trey is the first recipient of this dis-
tinguished award from any county east 
of I–95. His leadership has enhanced 
public-private partnerships and ad-
vanced workforce readiness. 

As a dedicated father, Trey works 
daily to ensure that his daughter, 
Celia, and all young people like her 
have the chance to live the American 
Dream in eastern North Carolina. 

He is tireless in his commitment to 
keeping young professionals and the 
next generation in the east. 

f 

HONORING ERNESTINE MCCAULEY 
DAILEY 

(Mr. EZELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EZELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Ms. Ernes-
tine McCauley Dailey, a faithful serv-
ant and a beloved and proud Mississip-
pian who was called home to her Heav-
enly Father on June 21, 2025, at the age 
of 99. 

Born in Jasper, Alabama, Ernestine 
spent over six decades in Gautier, Mis-
sissippi, where she lived a life signified 
by humility, strength, and service. 

Ernestine worked at E.R. Moore Gar-
ment Company. She became the very 
first secretary at Gautier Elementary 
School, and she later served in the vice 
president’s office at the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Community College, touch-
ing countless lives through her work. 

Alongside her beloved husband, 
Uless, a World War II veteran, Ernes-
tine traveled this great Nation in their 
motor home, creating memories and 
spreading joy wherever they went. 

At her passing, she was the oldest 
member of the Gautier First Baptist 
Church in Gautier, Mississippi, a 
source of great pride and reflection of 
her enduring faith. She leaves behind a 
legacy of love, family, and devotion. 

Let us honor Ms. Ernestine today by 
remembering the values that she cher-
ished: faith, family, and community. 
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RESTORE FOOD AID FUNDING 

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today for the 31st time to call on the 
Trump administration to restore life-
saving food aid for malnourished chil-
dren. 

Over the weekend, I had a chance to 
visit the Edesia Nutrition factory in 
North Kingstown, Rhode Island, one of 
two factories in the United States that 
manufactures this ready-to-use thera-
peutic food. This is used to treat starv-
ing children whose organs have failed 
and are no longer able to process tradi-
tional food to get them back to health. 

For years, the United States saved 
millions of lives with this product, 
sourced entirely from U.S. farmers and 
factories, until the Trump administra-
tion froze funding. 

The time has come for that funding 
to be restored, as the administration 
promised they would do, but have not 
delivered on. 

For the 31st time, my message is sim-
ple: If you say you will do it, do it. I 
will keep speaking out every day until 
the administration honors its word. 

Restore the funding. 

f 

ENDING WASTE OF TAXPAYER 
DOLLARS IN CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. KILEY of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, this last week, we won a momen-
tous victory in cutting off further Fed-
eral funding for the California high- 
speed rail disaster. Yet, no sooner had 
the announcement been made than the 
Governor of California ran to court to 
file his latest frivolous lawsuit. 

I say ‘‘his latest’’ because it was just 
a couple of weeks ago that Governor 
Newsom was unanimously defeated be-
fore the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
on his National Guard lawsuit. 

Yet, this frivolous lawsuit is particu-
larly perverse because the Governor is 
now wasting taxpayer dollars suing so 
that he is able to continue wasting tax-
payer dollars on an epic scale on a 
project that will go down as the single 
biggest waste of taxpayer dollars in 
U.S. history. 

The good news is that this lawsuit is 
going nowhere, and we now have a 
chance to finally wind this embar-
rassing project down so that the tax 
dollars of Californians can go where 
they are needed: toward fixing our 
crumbling roads. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HAMADEH of Arizona). Pursuant to 
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares 
the House in recess subject to the call 
of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1450 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCDOWELL) at 2 o’clock 
and 50 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

PROTECTING REGULAR ORDER 
FOR VETERANS ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
423) to protect regular order for budg-
eting for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 423 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PROTECTING REGULAR ORDER FOR 

VETERANS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Protecting Regular Order for 
Veterans Act of 2025’’ or the ‘‘PRO Veterans 
Act of 2025’’. 

(b) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS ON DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS BUDGETARY SHORT-
FALLS.— 

(1) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS.— 
(A) QUARTERLY BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—Dur-

ing the first quarter beginning after the date 
of the enactment of this Act and in each 
quarter thereafter until the date that is 
three years after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall provide to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a quarterly briefing, in person, 
on the budget of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and any shortfall the Department 
may be experiencing. 

(B) PLANS.—In any case in which the Sec-
retary informs Congress during a briefing 
under paragraph (1) that the Department is 
experiencing a shortfall, the Secretary shall, 
during such briefing, present the plans of the 
Secretary to address or mitigate the short-
fall. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(i) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and 
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and 

(ii) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 

(B) SHORTFALL.—The term ‘‘shortfall’’, 
with respect to a fiscal year, means that the 
amount of appropriations required by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs for such fis-
cal year to meet all of the statutory obliga-

tions of the Department during that fiscal 
year exceeds the amount of appropriations 
requested for the Department for that fiscal 
year in the budget of the President sub-
mitted pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code, for that fiscal year. 

(c) LIMITATIONS ON PROVISION OF INCEN-
TIVES FOR CRITICAL SKILLS TO SENIOR EXECU-
TIVE SERVICE EMPLOYEES OF DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Section 706(d) of title 
38, United States Code, is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(7)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B)(ii), a 
critical skill incentive may not be provided 
under paragraph (1) to an employee of the 
Department employed in a Senior Executive 
Service position, or a position in another 
comparable system for senior-level Govern-
ment employees, as defined by the Sec-
retary, whose position is at the Central Of-
fice of the Department, including the Vet-
erans Health Administration, the Veterans 
Benefits Administration, and the National 
Cemetery Administration, regardless of the 
actual location where the employee performs 
the functions of the position. 

‘‘(B)(i) A critical skill incentive provided 
under paragraph (1) to an employee of the 
Department employed in a Senior Executive 
Service position, or a position in another 
comparable system for senior-level Govern-
ment employees, as defined by the Sec-
retary, not described in subparagraph (A) of 
this paragraph may only be provided— 

‘‘(I) on an individual basis and may not be 
provided to a group of such employees; and 

‘‘(II) upon approval of the following offi-
cers or those serving in an acting capacity: 

‘‘(aa) The Under Secretary for Benefits, the 
Under Secretary for Health, or the Under 
Secretary for Memorial Affairs. 

‘‘(bb) The Assistant Secretary for Human 
Resources and Administration. 

‘‘(cc) The Director of the Office of Manage-
ment or the Chief Financial Officer. 

‘‘(dd) The Assistant Secretary for Account-
ability and Whistleblower Protection. 

‘‘(ee) The General Counsel. 
‘‘(ff) Such other officers as the Secretary 

determines appropriate. 
‘‘(ii) In the case of an employee of the De-

partment employed in a Senior Executive 
Service position, or a position in another 
comparable system for senior-level Govern-
ment employees, as defined by the Sec-
retary, whose position is primarily at the 
Central Office of the Department, but who 
performs some portion of the employee’s job 
function at other facilities of the Depart-
ment, as defined by the Secretary, not at 
Central Office— 

‘‘(I) the employee shall not be considered 
described in subparagraph (A) with respect 
to the portion of the employee’s job function 
that is based out of non-Central Office facili-
ties of the Department; and 

‘‘(II) any critical skill incentive provided 
under paragraph (1) to the employee for the 
portion of the employee’s job function that 
is based out of facilities of the Department 
other than the Central Office shall be propor-
tionate to the time spent at those Depart-
ment facilities. 

‘‘(C)(i) Not later than one year after the 
date of the enactment of the Protecting Reg-
ular Order for Veterans Act of 2025, and not 
less frequently than once each year there-
after, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives an annual re-
port on the employees of the Department 
employed in a Senior Executive Service posi-
tion, or a position in another comparable 
system for senior-level Government employ-
ees, as defined by the Secretary, who were 
provided a critical skill incentive under 
paragraph (1). 
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‘‘(ii) Reports submitted pursuant to clause 

(i) may be submitted by incorporating their 
contents into other congressionally man-
dated reports to the committees described in 
such clause. 

‘‘(D) In this paragraph, the term ‘Senior 
Executive Service position’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3132(a) of title 5.’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF VETERANS EXPERI-

ENCE OFFICE. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Improving Veterans’ Experi-
ence Act of 2025’’. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 38, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 325. Veterans experience office 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department within the Office of the 
Secretary an office to be known as the ‘Vet-
erans Experience Office’ (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Office’). 

‘‘(b) HEAD OF OFFICE.—(1) The head of the 
Office shall be the Chief Veterans Experience 
Officer. 

‘‘(2) The Chief Veterans Experience Officer 
shall— 

‘‘(A) be appointed by the Secretary from 
among individuals the Secretary considers 
qualified to perform the duties of the posi-
tion; 

‘‘(B) report directly to the Secretary; and 
‘‘(C) be responsible for carrying out the 

functions of the Office set forth under sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(c) FUNCTION.—The functions of the Office 
are as follows: 

‘‘(1) Carrying out the key customer experi-
ence initiatives of the Department relating 
to veterans’ and other beneficiaries’ satisfac-
tion with and usage of benefits and services 
furnished under laws administered by the 
Secretary for which they are eligible, includ-
ing setting the strategy, framework, policy, 
and other guidance for the Department relat-
ing to customer experience, including ensur-
ing the activities of the Office and those of 
other organizations and offices within the 
Department are coordinated and not duplica-
tive. 

‘‘(2) Requiring the heads of other organiza-
tions and offices within the Department to 
report regularly on customer experience 
metrics, action plans, and other customer 
experience improvement efforts to the Chief 
Veterans Experience Officer. 

‘‘(3) Collecting veteran-derived data— 
‘‘(A) to determine veteran and beneficiary 

satisfaction with and usage of the benefits 
and services furnished under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary for which they are el-
igible; and 

‘‘(B) to be considered during policymaking. 
‘‘(4) Providing strategic guidance and 

strategies to Department entities for engag-
ing with veterans and beneficiaries regarding 
benefits and services furnished under laws 
administered by the Secretary, including 
those not using such benefits and services. 

‘‘(5) Assessing and advising the Secretary 
on the accuracy and helpfulness of the 
websites and other customer-facing informa-
tion of the Department, be it available elec-
tronically or in any other format. 

‘‘(6) Assessing and advising the Secretary 
on the status and opportunities for improve-
ment of the customer service efforts of the 
Department. 

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—(1) Each year, the Chief 
Veterans Experience Officer shall submit to 
the Secretary a summary of the data re-
ceived by the Chief Veterans Experience Offi-
cer under subsection (c)(2). 

‘‘(2) Each year, not later than 180 days 
after the date on which the Secretary re-
ceives the summary under paragraph (1), the 

Secretary shall submit to Congress an an-
nual summary and analysis of the matters 
summarized pursuant to such paragraph. 

‘‘(3) Each annual summary submitted pur-
suant to paragraph (2) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) Data regarding customer service and 
experience feedback, disaggregated by ben-
efit or service furnished under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, and relevant demo-
graphic data of the veterans and bene-
ficiaries providing the feedback. 

‘‘(B) Data regarding veteran and bene-
ficiary satisfaction with and usage of bene-
fits or services, disaggregated by benefit or 
service furnished under laws administered by 
the Secretary, and relevant demographic 
data of the veterans and beneficiaries pro-
viding the feedback, including— 

‘‘(i) potential reasons for not using the 
benefits or services, such as— 

‘‘(I) eligibility; 
‘‘(II) lack of knowledge or awareness of ex-

istence of benefit or service; 
‘‘(III) barriers of technology, information, 

or time; and 
‘‘(IV) other related reasons; and 
‘‘(ii) an analysis of how such reasons may 

be addressed. 
‘‘(e) STAFF AND RESOURCES.—(1) The Sec-

retary shall ensure that— 
‘‘(A) the Office has such staff, resources, 

and access to customer service and experi-
ence information as may be necessary to 
carry out the functions of the Office; and 

‘‘(B) any information provided to the Office 
does not include personally identifiable in-
formation of an individual veteran, survivor, 
dependent, or other beneficiary unless such 
individual provides appropriate consent to 
allow such information to be shared with the 
Office. 

‘‘(2) Funds available for basic pay and 
other administrative expenses of other De-
partment organizations and offices may be 
available to reimburse the Office for all serv-
ices provided at rates which will recover ac-
tual costs for services provided to such orga-
nizations if the Secretary determines that 
contributing to such costs will not under-
mine the ability of any such organization or 
office to provide services required by such of-
fice. 

‘‘(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to authorize an increase in the 
number of full-time employees otherwise au-
thorized for the Department. 

‘‘(f) PRIVACY.—Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to authorize the Chief 
Veterans Experience Officer to disclose any 
record in contravention of section 552a of 
title 5 (commonly referred to as the ‘Privacy 
Act of 1974’). 

‘‘(g) SUNSET.—The requirements and au-
thorities of this section shall terminate on 
September 30, 2028.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 3 of such 
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item: 

‘‘325. Veterans Experience Office.’’. 
(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED 

STATES REVIEW OF VETERANS EXPERIENCE OF-
FICE AND CUSTOMER SERVICE IMPROVEMENT 
EFFORTS.—Not later than 540 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall— 

(1) complete an analysis of the method-
ology, effectiveness, and implementation of 
findings and feedback of veterans and bene-
ficiaries used by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, including the Veterans Experience 
Office, to improve veteran and beneficiary 
customer experience and satisfaction, in-
cluding through the use of what are known 
as ‘‘trust-scores’’, Veteran Signals also 
known as ‘‘VSignals’’, and related survey 

and data collection activities, processes, and 
initiatives; and 

(2) submit to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report setting forth the findings of 
the Comptroller General with respect to the 
analysis completed pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
423. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 423, introduced by my colleague 
and fellow marine from across the Cap-
itol, Senator DAN SULLIVAN from Alas-
ka. 

S. 423 would require the Secretary of 
the VA to provide quarterly briefings 
to Congress on the budget execution 
and any projected budget shortfalls. It 
also creates new guardrails on the use 
of critical skills incentive bonuses to 
make sure they only go to the employ-
ees whom they are intended for. 

Finally, it would codify the Veterans 
Experience Office to improve the deliv-
ery of benefits to veterans and their 
beneficiaries. 

These efforts already exist at the VA, 
and this legislation simply makes 
these efforts permanent. This bill is a 
straightforward, commonsense effort 
that partners with Secretary Collins 
and the Trump administration to es-
tablish greater accountability and 
oversight of career senior executives at 
the Department. 

The need for this legislation comes in 
the wake of the critical skills incentive 
payments scheme uncovered by my 
committee during the last Congress. 
The days of waste, fraud, and abuse are 
over. 

After the OIG identified over $10 mil-
lion in improper critical skills incen-
tive payments awarded to VA execu-
tives, Congress recognized the need for 
accountability. Let me be clear. I be-
lieve the VA employees deserve to be 
recognized for the extraordinary work 
they do. 

Critical skills incentive bonuses are 
useful tools for the VA to attract tal-
ented staff who are dedicated to serv-
ing veterans. However, some of these 
bonuses were as high as $100,000 for 
D.C. office staff employees, more than 
double what a single veteran who is 100 
percent disabled would receive in an 
entire year. 

Additionally, during the investiga-
tion, my staff identified employees who 
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received these critical skills bonuses 
while they were under investigation for 
misconduct at the VA. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to make sure 
this never happens again. I am proud of 
the work done by my friend, Secretary 
Collins, and I believe the PRO Veterans 
Act will support his mission to build up 
the VA’s workforce and put veterans 
first. 

In addition to stopping the glut of 
critical skills payments from going to 
executives, this legislation would re-
quire the VA to provide in-person budg-
et briefings to Congress every quarter 
for 3 years, detailing the agency’s fi-
nancial projections and budget man-
agement strategy. 

After the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’s shortfall crisis manufactured 
by the Biden administration cost the 
government billions of dollars, increas-
ing the frequency of these conversa-
tions will help Congress execute its 
constitutional oversight and appropria-
tions responsibilities. 

While leadership in the Biden White 
House was replaced with the veterans- 
first Trump administration by the 
American people, many of the career 
VA employees who contributed to the 
crisis remain. Some of these employees 
have operated far too long without 
scrutiny and with no consequences for 
planning failures that total billions of 
dollars. 

Without some ways of tying poor per-
formance to outcomes for these em-
ployees, what message does the busi-
ness-as-usual status quo send to rank- 
and-file employees? 

When they hear of senior executives 
filling each other’s pockets with im-
proper bonuses, what does that tell the 
frontline VA police officer, the hospital 
housekeepers, and the food service 
staff? 

It tells them that the efforts they 
bring to the job really don’t matter. It 
tells them that executives will score a 
nice bonus despite terrible performance 
and that they are being held to a dif-
ferent standard. 

That is the wrong message to send to 
VA employees and to the veterans who 
rely on the VA for lifesaving 
healthcare. 

Now, I applaud both parties in this 
Congress and the current administra-
tion for taking the right steps and 
working together to pass this bill and 
begin the work of restoring that trust. 

This is commonsense legislation that 
ensures the VA operates with basic ac-
countability and protects the future of 
benefits for our veterans who have 
earned them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support S. 423, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, openness and trans-
parency in the budgeting process are 
crucial to enabling Members of Con-
gress to exercise our constitutional 
power of the purse, conducting proper 
oversight and ensuring that we are 
good stewards of the taxpayers’ money. 

That is why I have been extremely 
frustrated by the lack of budget infor-
mation put forward by the current ad-
ministration. Just this week, the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget, in a statement that was both 
insulting and condescending, said that 
‘‘it wasn’t in our interest’’ to release a 
full budget plan to the American peo-
ple. 

Yet, we have not heard a peep of ob-
jection from my colleagues across the 
aisle, not even a hint that they might 
rise from their knees after having been 
browbeaten by this administration 
time and time again, and stand up for 
the constitutional prerogatives of the 
United States Congress, a coequal 
branch of government. In the context 
of this bill, which was proposed to de-
mand more budget information, it is 
confounding. 

Nevertheless, here we are. To under-
stand why we are considering this bill 
at this moment, we have to go back to 
last Congress and the end of the Biden 
administration. 

In mid-July 2024, the VA informed 
the committee of expected funding 
shortfalls for the Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration and the Veterans Health 
Administration. At the time, VBA was 
facing a projected shortfall of $2.9 bil-
lion for fiscal year 2024, and VHA was 
facing a potential shortfall of $12 bil-
lion for fiscal year 2025. 

Now, out of an abundance of caution 
and to ensure veterans’ benefits 
weren’t disrupted, Congress quickly 
passed H.R. 9468, the Veterans Benefits 
Continuity and Accountability Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, which pro-
vided VBA with additional funding of 
roughly $2.9 billion. 

b 1500 

The bill also included accountability 
measures that required additional re-
porting by the Secretary and an inspec-
tor general review of the circumstances 
surrounding the projected shortfalls. 

A few weeks later, on October 30, 
2024, VA notified the committee that it 
had reviewed its calculations at the 
conclusion of fiscal year 2024 and deter-
mined that it would not have experi-
enced a shortfall at VBA, and, in fact, 
had carryover funding in addition to 
the funding provided by the supple-
mental. VA also determined at the 
close of fiscal year 2024 that its pro-
jected budget shortfall in fiscal year 
2025 for VHA would not be as signifi-
cant as originally projected in July. 

Its revised estimate for the fiscal 
year 2025 shortfall provided on Monday, 
November 25, 2024, was $6.6 billion, 
much less than originally projected. 
This was largely because of higher than 
expected carryover and extreme belt- 
tightening at local VA clinics and hos-
pitals. 

However, here is where paths diverge. 
In the wake of the passage of H.R. 9468, 
both VA’s Office of Inspector General 
and the Government Accountability 
Office conducted and released their re-
spective reports on the circumstances 

surrounding these real and projected 
shortfalls. These reports though have 
become a bit of an inkblot test. Where 
I and my Democratic colleagues see an 
accounting process that could be im-
proved, as all processes can be, my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
see criminal behavior and a malicious 
intent to deceive Congress and scare 
veterans. I encourage the public to 
read these reports and judge for them-
selves. 

In one of the most egregious and po-
litically naked overreactions I have 
seen in some time, the chairman sent a 
letter to the Department of Justice 
urging the Attorney General to inves-
tigate three former Biden administra-
tion officials for criminal wrongdoing 
in handling last year’s budget short-
fall. To say the least, I was shocked by 
this letter. We thoroughly addressed 
VA budget issues last year, and neither 
the inspector general nor GAO found 
any evidence of criminal wrongdoing— 
none, Mr. Speaker. 

So why call on Trump’s Attorney 
General to revisit it? The answer seems 
very clear to me: political payback. 
This was a spurious attempt to tarnish 
the reputations of officials who led one 
of the most successful periods in VA 
history, marked by high veteran satis-
faction, strong performance, and the 
largest expansion of veterans’ benefits 
ever, by way of the PACT Act. 

Rather than hold President Trump 
and Secretary Collins accountable for 
the ongoing decline at VA over the last 
several months, my colleagues pushed 
a baseless investigation, a clear dis-
traction meant to deflect from the 
damage being done under their watch. 

Nevertheless, more information is al-
ways better. As I said, we should de-
mand transparency from whatever ad-
ministration is in charge. While I find 
the impetus behind this bill to be retal-
iatory in nature, I do agree with my 
majority colleagues that the Trump 
administration budget formulation and 
execution process warrants scrutiny. 

Secretary Collins has already broken 
the law by redirecting funds without 
congressional approval. I worry that 
the trend will continue over the next 
few years. I hope my colleagues will 
join me in rigorous oversight of the 
Trump administration’s approach to 
VA’s budget. 

There are two other provisions in 
this bill I would like to discuss very 
briefly. This legislation would codify 
the Veterans Experience Office, or 
VEO, which was first established dur-
ing the Obama administration. I appre-
ciate that the Senate incorporated 
changes we had suggested to their text 
that would strengthen the functions of 
VEO so that it serves as an office truly 
focused on improving the veteran expe-
rience with data-driven approaches. 

Additionally, in the Honoring our 
PACT Act, Congress authorized VA to 
utilize critical skills incentives to at-
tract and retain the workforce it need-
ed to implement the largest expansion 
of veteran benefits in recent history. 
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While use of those incentives has been 
overwhelmingly successful, VA did 
make some initial missteps in over-
sight and utilization of the awards for 
senior executives. These missteps were 
corrected during the last administra-
tion. Despite what my colleague says 
about investigations, the administra-
tion was quite forthcoming and trans-
parent about those missteps. The lan-
guage in this legislation would tighten 
the circumstances under which critical 
skills incentives can be used to retain 
high-level VA employees. 

While I am generally supportive of 
this additional oversight to ensure 
these awards are being used appro-
priately, I continue to be concerned 
with Secretary Collins’ ability to re-
cruit and retain the top-level talent we 
need for caring for veterans at VA. 

Earlier this month, Secretary Collins 
celebrated, celebrated that 30,000 VA 
employees will be departing the agency 
by the end of this fiscal year under his 
tenure. Can you imagine that, Mr. 
Speaker? The head of an organization 
was patting themselves on the back for 
making their organization so toxic 
that nearly 10 percent of their work-
force quits? This is something to be 
proud of? It is unconscionable. What is 
worse are the absurd assertions that 
veterans won’t be negatively affected 
by such drastic reductions. 

There is simply no way that the de-
livery of veteran care and benefits will 
not be affected by Secretary Collins’ 
continued efforts to demonize and de-
moralize the VA workforce. 

Again, I am pleased to see that with 
this bill my colleagues have finally de-
cided to demand transparency from 
this administration. I wait with bated 
breath for their reaction when the 
White House simply chooses to ignore 
it, as they have repeatedly done with 
this Congress. My suspicion is that we 
will continue to see my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle hide in fear 
of their master, but I would love to be 
proven wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time, and I will 
take this time in closing to bring up a 
few things. 

One, for the people listening to the 
rhetoric that came from the other side 
of the aisle, they need to understand 
that the VA has 477,000 employees. 
With that massive amount of employ-
ees, over the last several years, many 
of the jobs were not getting done cor-
rectly even though we put out a lot of 
money and hired a lot of employees. 

Secretary Collins has said that he 
will reduce staffing based on attri-
tion—attrition, mind you. We won’t 
lose docs. We won’t lose nurses. We 
won’t lose frontline workers. We will 
be good stewards of the taxpayers’ dol-
lars. 

So as the rhetoric comes from the 
other side on this administration and 
the fact that when they were in the 
majority and it was the Biden adminis-

tration they didn’t push for this legis-
lation shows that it is more about the 
politics than it is about taking care of 
our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of our 
Members to support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 423. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1510 

ACES ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
201) to provide for a study by the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine on the preva-
lence and mortality of cancer among 
individuals who served as active duty 
aircrew in the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 201 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘ACES Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL ACADEMIES STUDY ON PREVA-

LENCE AND MORTALITY OF CANCER 
AMONG INDIVIDUALS WHO SERVED 
AS ACTIVE DUTY AIRCREW IN THE 
ARMED FORCES. 

(a) AGREEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall seek 
to enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘National Academies’’), under which the 
National Academies shall conduct a study on 
the prevalence and mortality of cancers 
among covered individuals. 

(2) DEADLINE.— 
(A) DATE.—The Secretary shall finalize the 

agreement under paragraph (1) by not later 
than 60 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary enters negotiations with the National 
Academies with respect to such agreement. 

(B) REPORT; BRIEFINGS.—If the Secretary 
fails to satisfy the requirement under sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary shall— 

(i) submit to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report that includes— 

(I) an explanation of the reasons the Sec-
retary failed to satisfy such requirement; 
and 

(II) an estimate of the date on which the 
Secretary will finalize the agreement under 
paragraph (1); and 

(ii) not less frequently than once every 60 
days after the date on which the Secretary 
failed to satisfy such requirement, provide to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a brief-
ing on the progress of the Secretary toward 
finalizing such agreement. 

(b) STUDY.—The study required under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(1) identify exposures associated with mili-
tary occupations of covered individuals, in-
cluding relating to chemicals, compounds, 
agents, and other phenomena; 

(2) review the literature to determine asso-
ciations between exposures referred to in 
paragraph (1) and the incidence or preva-
lence of overall cancer morbidity, overall 
cancer mortality, and increased incidence or 
prevalence of— 

(A) brain cancer; 
(B) colon and rectal cancers; 
(C) kidney cancer; 
(D) lung cancer; 
(E) melanoma skin cancer; 
(F) non-Hodgkin lymphoma; 
(G) pancreatic cancer; 
(H) prostate cancer; 
(I) testicular cancer; 
(J) thyroid cancer; 
(K) urinary bladder cancer; and 
(L) other cancers as determined appro-

priate by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
in consultation with the National Acad-
emies; and 

(3) determine, to the extent possible, the 
prevalence of and mortality from the cancers 
specified in paragraph (2) among covered in-
dividuals by using available sources of data, 
which may include— 

(A) health care and other administrative 
databases of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Department of Defense, and the in-
dividual Services, respectively; 

(B) the national death index maintained by 
the National Center for Health Statistics of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion; and 

(C) the study conducted under section 750 
of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2021 (Public Law 116–283; 134 Stat. 3716). 

(c) REPORT.—At the conclusion of the 
study required under subsection (a), the Na-
tional Academies shall submit to the Sec-
retary, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
of the Senate, and the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report containing the results of the 
study described in subsection (b). 

(d) COVERED INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘covered individual’’ 
means an individual who served on active 
duty in the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Ma-
rine Corps as an aircrew member of a fixed- 
wing aircraft, including as a pilot, navigator, 
weapons systems operator, aircraft system 
operator, or any other crew member who reg-
ularly flew in a fixed-wing aircraft. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on S. 
201. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 201. The bill was introduced by 
Senators KELLY and COTTON, and the 
House version was introduced by my 
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friend and fellow Representative, Mr. 
PFLUGER. 

The bill would ensure that there is 
trusted medical research available to 
pave the way for toxic-exposed mili-
tary pilots and aircrew to access their 
VA disability compensation benefits. 

Colonel Andrew Shurtleff, who testi-
fied before the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs in March, was one of 
these veterans. He served our country 
as an Air Force fighter pilot for 23 
years, flying over 1,800 hours. 

The colonel began his career flying 
the F–15C Eagle and was chosen as one 
of the first F–22 Raptor instructors. I 
am told that one of his proudest 
achievements was serving as the 325th 
Operational Support Squadron com-
mander at Tyndall Air Force Base, sup-
porting Operation Northern Watch. 

Colonel Shurtleff started fighting 
stage IV cancer in 2019 at just 41 years 
old and, unfortunately, passed away on 
May 23 at the age of 48. 

My prayers are with his wife, Julie, 
and their family. We are forever grate-
ful for his service to this country and 
to his community. 

Military pilots and aircrew like Colo-
nel Shurtleff work in tight spaces and 
are exposed to chemicals and toxic 
fumes every time they fly a mission. 
However, there is not enough medical 
research available for VA to simply 
presume that their cancers are related 
to those exposures. This lack of com-
prehensive medical research makes it 
hard for these military pilots and air-
crew to access and earn these benefits. 

Each one of those veterans must 
prove to VA that chemicals and toxins 
caused their cancer. Many had to fight 
the VA system for years before receiv-
ing any disability compensation, and 
many others never received their 
earned benefits before they passed 
away. 

S. 201 would require the National 
Academies to conduct a study on 
whether the cancers suffered by mili-
tary pilots and aircrew are related to 
their chemical and toxic exposures. 

VA needs robust medical research to 
streamline military aircrew veterans’ 
access to disability compensation, and 
VA needs it fast for today’s and tomor-
row’s veterans. 

This bill ensures that research gets 
done and that our military pilots and 
aircrew get the answers they deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support S. 201, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of S. 201, the ACES Act of 2025, 
offered by Senator MARK KELLY. 

Mr. Speaker, I will start by thanking 
all of those who helped to get this bill 
to this point. Among others, I am deep-
ly appreciative of the Military Aviator 
Coalition for Health and their leader-
ship in advocating for this issue. 

I also thank my colleagues across the 
aisle, especially Representative 
PFLUGER, the lead sponsor of the House 

version of this bill, for acknowledging 
the urgent need to address the alarm-
ing rates of aviator cancers. 

Mr. Speaker, this isn’t a partisan 
issue. It is about doing right by those 
who served. 

Sadly, since we passed the House 
version of the bill, we have lost more 
aviators to cancer. 

The urgency here is undeniable. We 
simply cannot afford to wait any 
longer. It is abundantly clear that we 
must investigate and pinpoint what is 
driving the illnesses among this popu-
lation and develop a long-term strat-
egy for early detection and treatment 
before a cancer has reached stage III or 
stage IV, before it is too late. 

Members of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs have often spoken of the 
incredible legacy of the Nation’s mili-
tary aviators, true experts who dedi-
cate their lives to serving and pro-
tecting our country. We also heard 
heartbreaking stories of what happens 
when they come home, often looking 
healthy, only to be blindsided by a 
late-stage cancer diagnosis and a bleak 
outlook. 

In fact, just a few short days ago, at 
a roundtable I hosted, we heard di-
rectly from veterans, caregivers, and 
survivors about the profound toll that 
this takes. We are talking about indi-
viduals in peak physical condition who 
are running marathons, lifting weights, 
and acing physical readiness tests, only 
to be stopped in their tracks by cancer. 
This is a story that is tragically far too 
common in the aviation community 
and the broader veteran population, as 
well. 

We accomplished a monumental task 
in the 117th Congress with the Hon-
oring our PACT Act, but we must con-
tinue to fight for military aviators and 
countless others who have been ex-
posed to a litany of toxins and hazards 
during their service. 

The ACES Act is a step in the right 
direction. It is not the fix-all. It is not 
the end of the journey. It is a start of 
one, just like the Honoring our PACT 
Act was. 

I will say that I am heartened by the 
consensus that we have reached on this 
bill on the need to research aviator 
cancers. I am hopeful that we can work 
in lockstep on behalf of our veterans as 
we continue to advocate for every one 
of them. For example, this bill deals 
principally with fixed-wing aviators. I 
am hopeful that we will similarly rally 
around legislation for rotary-wing air-
craft pilots. 

I am genuinely hopeful that, upon 
completing this study, we will be sig-
nificantly closer to understanding the 
root causes of aviator cancers. More 
importantly, we will be able to provide 
our Nation’s veterans with comprehen-
sive care, the preventative and pallia-
tive care that they earned and deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to get-
ting this and other critical exposure 
legislation through this body and 
signed into law. I hope my colleagues 
will continue to rally around our ef-
forts. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I support 
this legislation and encourage my col-
leagues to do the same. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER), the 
sponsor of the House side of this legis-
lation. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today not just as 
a Member of Congress but as a 
wingman, a servicemember, and a 
friend to those in uniform and in 
strong support of S. 201, the Aviator 
Cancers Examination Study Act, or the 
ACES Act. 

Far too many of our military avi-
ators and aircrew are being diagnosed 
with cancer at troubling rates. A 2021 
Air Force study supported by addi-
tional Department of Defense research 
found that aviators face a 29 percent 
higher likelihood of testicular cancer, 
a 24 percent higher likelihood of mela-
noma, and a 23 percent higher risk of 
prostate cancer compared to their ci-
vilian counterparts. 

These are incredibly healthy, in- 
shape, well-tested individuals, yet they 
have almost 30 percent higher cancer 
rates than the average civilian popu-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, these numbers tell a 
painful story. When brave men and 
women volunteer to defend our Nation 
from the cockpit, they shouldn’t face a 
second battle against cancer without 
our full support. 

This is why this legislation, led by 
me and my friend from California (Mr. 
PANETTA) in the House and by Senators 
KELLY and COTTON in the Senate, is 
critically necessary. 

The ACES Act directs the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to partner 
with the National Academies of 
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to 
conduct a comprehensive study on the 
prevalence and causes of cancer among 
military aviators. We need to know the 
why, and we need to provide our air-
crew with air cover for their own 
health. 

By identifying the unique risk fac-
tors associated with aviation service, 
we can implement targeted screening 
protocols that enable earlier detection, 
when treatment is most effective. This 
leads to faster access to care and bene-
fits, significantly improved survival 
rates, more time with loved ones, and 
the opportunity for continued service. 

This bill builds upon previous re-
search that has been done, but it goes 
the distance and increases the pool to 
the veteran population, not just those 
who are Active Duty, but also to those 
who have previously served as aviators. 

b 1520 

I am an Air Force fighter pilot with 
over 20 years of service, and I fought 
alongside the best that this Nation has 
to offer. I have also stood beside too 
many of my brothers and sisters as 
they face their toughest battles—not in 
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the air, but when they got home, in 
hospital rooms, fighting a disease that 
they never saw coming. 

That is the story of my friend, Colo-
nel Andy ‘‘Pablo’’ Shurtleff. In March, 
Andy did a wonderful job of testifying 
before the Subcommittee on Disability 
Assistance and Memorial Affairs, shar-
ing how his sudden cancer diagnosis 
brought his promising career to an ab-
rupt end. He spoke with clarity and 
conviction about how a better under-
standing of cancer risk in the aviation 
community might have led to earlier 
detection not only in his case but in 
many of our friends and many of our 
wingmen, detection that could have 
saved his life and their lives. 

Shortly after that, on Friday, May 
23, my friend Pablo lost his battle with 
cancer. In his final days, one of the few 
comforts he knew was that the ACES 
Act was on track to becoming law. His 
courage, voice, and advocacy for other 
servicemembers should not be forgot-
ten. 

There are countless others I have 
served with, including people like Colo-
nel Michael ‘‘Bam Bam’’ Stapleton and 
so many others who many of us know. 
That is what this bill represents. It 
represents keeping Pablo in the cock-
pit. It represents Pablo’s kids and oth-
ers in the next generation wanting to 
sign up for this because they know that 
we are going to give them that air 
cover. 

This bill received bipartisan support 
on the House floor with a vote of 376–5 
in May. This bill has the support of 
over 20 veteran organizations, cancer 
advocacy groups, and medical experts 
because they recognize what is at 
stake. 

With the passage of this version of 
the bill, it will be sent to the Presi-
dent’s desk, and I am hopeful that the 
President will sign it into law quickly 
so we can fulfill our promise to those 
who serve, a promise that when some-
one serves our Nation, we have their 
backs, that we will serve them, and 
that we will protect them. 

Today, as we cast our votes on this 
critical legislation, we stand closer 
than ever to honoring the memory of 
heroes like Andy and giving future 
servicemembers a real chance at early 
detection, better treatment, and life-
saving research. 

I sincerely thank my colleagues who 
cosponsored this bipartisan legislation, 
as well as Chairman BOST, the chair-
man of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee; the ranking member of the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee; Chair-
man LUTTRELL; members of the House 
and Senate Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tees; Majority Leader STEVE SCALISE, 
Senator JERRY MORAN; and leadership 
for their unwavering support for mov-
ing this bill. Unlike many others in 
Congress, this was moved with Mach, 
with airspeed, and I appreciate that. 

I am also deeply grateful to the dedi-
cated volunteers of the MACH Coali-
tion, whose passion and persistence 
helped carry this effort forward. 

My heartfelt thanks go to Senator 
MARK KELLY, himself a combat vet-
eran, a pilot, and an astronaut, and 
Senator COTTON for championing this 
bill in the Senate. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.’’ There really is 
no reason that we can’t make this a 
unanimous ‘‘yes’’ vote in support of the 
ACES Act. 

Most of all, my deepest gratitude 
goes to the thousands of pilots and air-
crew members who are defending our 
Nation every single day. We see them. 
We thank them. We have their backs. 
This is the air cover that they so des-
perately deserve. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time for clos-
ing. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me 
in passing S. 201. I thank Representa-
tive PFLUGER for this legislation. I am 
very honored and pleased to be able to 
support it, and I ask all of my col-
leagues to do the same. 

Before I yield back, I do want to say 
that there are many more of our vet-
erans who have been exposed to some 
toxic substances, whether it is radi-
ation or something that is going on 
with our pilots. 

We have learned recently of the Area 
51 veterans who served at the Nevada 
Test Site and who obviously show signs 
collectively of exposure to radiation 
and bear the medical consequences of 
that. 

We have ample evidence, for example, 
that our naval servicemembers who 
serve on speedboats and have been ex-
posed to intense vibrations may have 
medical consequences that merit our 
attention. We know that exposure to 
overblast may cause serious traumatic 
brain injury. 

Mr. Speaker, in the spirit of this leg-
islation, which I can wholly support, I 
believe that we must do more. I ask the 
chairman if we might schedule a hear-
ing for the more extensive examination 
into the many other types of expo-
sures—environmental exposures, toxic 
exposures—that our veterans have been 
and our servicemembers are being sub-
jected to. Let us pay attention to 
those, as well. I humbly request such a 
hearing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, understand 
that we at the committee have hear-
ings and will continue to have hearings 
on things like this many times. We will 
take the ranking member’s comments 
under advisement. We will set the 
agenda and figure out what we will 
have hearings on and what we won’t. I 
appreciate the request. This is why we 
have these types of hearings, and that 
is why we have this legislation here 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I encourage 
all Members to support this legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The question is on the 

motion offered by the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, S. 201. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LEONARD G. ‘‘BUD’’ LOMELL VA 
CLINIC 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2170) to name the Department of 
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Toms River, New Jer-
sey, the Leonard G. ‘Bud’ Lomell, VA 
Clinic, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2170 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Department of Veterans Affairs 

outpatient clinic, a state-of-the-art facility 
serving the region’s largest veteran popu-
lation, located at 1055 Hooper Avenue, re-
cently opened in the Township of Toms 
River, Ocean County, New Jersey, in the 
Fourth Congressional District. 

(2) The local community, including vet-
erans, believe that this facility deserves to 
be named in honor of Second Lieutenant 
Leonard G. ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell, a long time Toms 
River and Ocean County resident, who served 
courageously and heroically during World 
War II. 

(3) Second Lieutenant Lomell was born in 
1920, the adopted son of Scandinavian immi-
grant parents living in Brooklyn, New York, 
and his family eventually moved to Point 
Pleasant Beach, New Jersey. 

(4) After graduating from Tennessee Wes-
leyan College, Second Lieutenant Lomell 
was drafted into the Army, serving first with 
the 76th (Liberty Bell) Infantry Division. 
When the 2nd Ranger Battalion was formed 
in April 1943, Leonard Lomell was invited to 
be the First Sergeant of D Company. 

(5) On D-Day, June 6, 1944, First Sergeant 
Lomell’s platoon landed at Pointe du Hoc, 
Normandy, France, successfully scaling the 
cliffs, despite a withering German defensive 
barrage. 

(6) Pointe du Hoc, a rugged 100-foot-high 
coastal promenade along the English Chan-
nel was located between the American land-
ing beaches, Omaha and Utah. It was heavily 
defended by the Germans and the mission of 
Colonel James Earl Rudder’s 225 Rangers was 
to disable five 155-millimeter artillery guns, 
which could have rained artillery fire on the 
American forces landing on either beach, 
jeopardizing the invasion. 

(7) Unknown to the American forces, the 
guns had been moved from the tip of the 
Pointe and hidden, pointed in the direction 
of Utah Beach, in an inland apple orchard 
nearly a mile from the coastal batteries. 

(8) First Sergeant Lomell and another 
Ranger, Sergeant Jack Kuhn, found the guns 
undefended, and, with Kuhn providing cover, 
Lomell destroyed the weapons with thermite 
grenades and used his rifle butt to smash the 
sights of the guns. 

(9) First Sergeant Lomell subsequently re-
ceived a battlefield promotion to Second 
Lieutenant, and was awarded some of the 
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Army’s highest honors, including the Distin-
guished Service Cross, Purple Heart, and Sil-
ver Star. 

(10) Renowned historian Steven Ambrose 
regarded First Sergeant Lomell’s valiant 
acts along with General Eisenhower’s deci-
sion to invade on June 6, 1944, as the most 
significant actions ensuring the Allied vic-
tory on D-Day. 

(11) Following World War II, Second Lieu-
tenant Lomell was appointed as the First Di-
rector of the newly organized Ocean County 
Veteran’s Service Bureau, serving from 1946 
until 1948, before he attended law school on 
the G.I. Bill. 

(12) Leonard Lomell and his wife, Charlotte 
Ewart Lomell, settled their growing family 
in Toms River, where, in 1957, Leonard estab-
lished his own law firm, which grew to be-
come one of Ocean County’s largest firms. 

(13) Leonard Lomell was involved in nu-
merous local civic, business, and charitable 
organizations, including serving as president 
of the Ocean County Bar Association, a di-
rector of the First National Bank of Toms 
River, a member of the Dover Township 
Board of Education, and a co-founder of the 
Garden State Philharmonic. He was also Na-
tional Commander of the Legion of Valor 
(1964-1965) and President of the Ranger Bat-
talion Association of World War II (1967) and 
served on the French Committee of Pointe 
du Hoc. 

(14) Second Lieutenant Lomell is profiled 
in ‘‘The Greatest Generation’’, former NBC 
news Anchor Tom Brokaw’s testament to the 
heroes of World War II, and ‘‘Len Lomell: D- 
Day Hero’’, Steven M. Gillon’s entry in the 
American War Heroes Series. 

(15) As a decorated war hero, model citizen, 
and dedicated husband and father, Second 
Lieutenant Lomell is exceedingly deserving 
of the posthumous honor of having a new and 
long-awaited Toms River-based Department 
of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic named 
in his honor. 
SEC. 2. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-

FAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC, TOMS RIVER, NEW 
JERSEY. 

The community-based outpatient clinic of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in Toms 
River, New Jersey, shall, after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, be known and des-
ignated as the ‘‘Leonard G. ‘Bud’ Lomell VA 
Clinic’’. Any reference to such clinic in any 
law, regulation, map, document, record, or 
other paper of the United States shall be 
considered to be a reference to the Leonard 
G. ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell VA Clinic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
2170. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 2170, a bill to rename the com-
munity-based outpatient clinic of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Toms River, New Jersey, as the Leon-
ard G. ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell VA Clinic. 

Leonard ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell was born in 
Brooklyn, New York, in 1920 and en-
listed in the Army after the U.S. en-
tered into World War II. Initially serv-
ing with an infantry division, Lomell 
quickly volunteered for the newly 
formed 2nd Ranger Battalion. There, he 
became the platoon’s first sergeant. 

During the earliest hours of D-day, 
First Sergeant Lomell’s platoon landed 
at Pointe du Hoc, Normandy. Their 
mission was to disable the heavy de-
fense artillery guns set to rain fire on 
the brave soldiers on Utah Beach. 

Despite all the fire and obstruction, 
First Sergeant Lomell and his platoon 
became the first unit to accomplish 
their D-day mission. 

Lomell continued to distinguish him-
self during the war, receiving a pro-
motion to second lieutenant and being 
awarded the Distinguished Service 
Cross, Purple Heart, and Silver Star. 

After his service ended in 1945, 
Lomell married his wife, Charlotte. To-
gether, they became proud parents of 
three daughters and continued serving 
in their community. I am happy to say 
that Charlotte is still able to see this 
bill being offered in honor of her hus-
band. 

Leonard G. ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell served as a 
great example of the Greatest Genera-
tion. It is a fitting tribute to name the 
VA clinic after him to tell the story of 
his service. 

I thank the sponsor of this bill, Rep-
resentative SMITH, as well as the entire 
New Jersey delegation for honoring 
their fellow New Jerseyan with this 
tribute. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2170, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1530 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2170 to name the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Toms River, New Jer-
sey, after Leonard G. ‘‘Bud’’ Lomell. 

Mr. Lomell was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, but soon relocated with his 
family to Point Pleasant, where he 
went on to attend Wesleyan College on 
a full scholarship and quickly volun-
teered as an Army Ranger after World 
War II broke out. 

Mr. Lomell and his platoon received 
a pivotal assignment on D-day that 
would change the course of the war for-
ever. He and his fellow Rangers would 
scale 100-foot cliffs on ropes and find 
and destroy German artillery that 
posed a huge danger to the Allied 
troops landing on the beach below. 

Undaunted by the impossibility of 
this task, Mr. Lomell and his platoon 
undertook their task. Despite being 
shot in the side and nearly drowning 
the moment he stepped off his landing 
craft, Mr. Lomell continued onward 
and successfully scaled the wall. 

However, upon reaching the top, he 
and his fellow Rangers realized the 
weapons were decoys designed to be a 

deterrent to the troops below. Even 
this was not reason enough for Mr. 
Lomell to give up. He and his team 
quickly found the real weapons un-
guarded nearby and destroyed them. 

For his heroism and for saving count-
less lives, Mr. Lomell received the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross. Following 
the fighting at D-day, Mr. Lomell con-
tinued to serve his country in other 
battles, earning a Silver Star. After re-
ceiving another injury, he was honor-
ably discharged in December of 1945. 

After the war, Mr. Lomell returned 
to New Jersey, where he settled in 
Toms River. He graduated from Rut-
gers University Law School, married 
and had three daughters, and opened a 
successful law practice. He died in 2011 
at age 91, and his grateful hometown 
honored him with the creation of 
Lomell Lane. 

I can think of no better way to honor 
Mr. Lomell and demonstrate our Na-
tion’s continued gratitude for his serv-
ice than to name this VA clinic in his 
honor. 

I urge all Members to support this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), 
the sponsor of this legislation and my 
good friend. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my good friend, the 
distinguished chairman, for yielding 
and for the job he is doing as chairman 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. I once served in that position. 
I know how important it is to defend 
our veterans so vigorously. I thank the 
chairman for that leadership. I thank 
the ranking member as well for his 
support of this important piece of leg-
islation. 

Let me just begin. 
Today, the House of Representatives 

has the opportunity to further recog-
nize and honor one of the bravest and 
most highly decorated combat soldiers 
of World War II, Leonard G. ‘‘Bud’’ 
Lomell, by naming the new veterans 
outpatient clinic in Toms River, New 
Jersey, in his honor. 

While Bud Lomell passed away in 
2011 at the age of 91, his dear wife, 
Charlotte, is turning 104 in September, 
and she and her family deeply loved 
Bud and continue to deeply cherish his 
memory. I spoke to Bud’s youngest 
daughter, Renee, again this morning. 
They are very pleased that Congress is 
poised to honor him today. 

I also extend my special thanks to 
former Toms River mayor and retired 
admiral, Mo Hill, for originally coming 
up with this idea to name the clinic for 
Bud Lomell, as well as his incredible 
advocacy on behalf of Bud and his fam-
ily. 

On June 6, 1944, D-day, First Ser-
geant Bud Lomell of D Company, 2nd 
Ranger Infantry Battalion, and his 
Army Rangers were tasked with the 
nearly impossible mission of scaling 
the 100-foot cliffs at Pointe du Hoc and 
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to destroy the Germans’ 155-millimeter 
artillery guns, which have a range of 
between 10 and 15 miles, that threat-
ened the entire invasion which they be-
lieved were positioned at the top of the 
cliffs. 

Bud Lomell and his Rangers, upon 
successfully climbing the cliffs despite 
heavy casualties, were dismayed to 
find when they got to the top of the 
cliffs that the Allied military intel was 
misled by decoys and that the entire 
invasion was now at risk. Bud, I know 
parenthetically, was actually wounded 
leaving the landing craft but tena-
ciously continued. In one interview, he 
said: I lost half my guys. 

First Sergeant Lomell and another 
Ranger, Sergeant Jack Kuhn, found the 
five guns camouflaged in a nearby or-
chard. He discovered they were all 
aimed at Utah Beach, although they 
could easily reach Normandy as well. 
Remember, they have a 10-to-15-mile 
range. They could have taken out 
ships, landing craft, and, of course, the 
infantry soldiers and others making 
the beachheads. 

With Kuhn providing cover, Bud 
Lomell used thermite grenades to sin-
glehandedly destroy three of the Nazi 
big artillery guns, then got more 
thermite grenades and went back and 
destroyed the other two. Five massive 
artillery guns were utterly destroyed, 
ultimately helping to ensure the suc-
cess of the Allied invasion and saving 
countless lives. 

Historian Stephen Ambrose has de-
scribed Bud Lomell as the single indi-
vidual, besides Supreme Allied Com-
mander Dwight D. Eisenhower, as the 
most responsible for the success of D- 
day. 

In his book, ‘‘The Greatest Genera-
tion,’’ Tom Brokaw devoted an entire 
chapter to Bud Lomell, who he first 
met 40 years after the invasion of D- 
day. He noted that during their inter-
view, even after several decades—these 
are his words—he ‘‘could almost see 
the tough, young First Sergeant 
Lomell directing his men as they land-
ed under the withering fire of German 
forces.’’ 

For his amazing leadership and ex-
traordinarily brave acts, Bud Lomell 
received the Distinguished Service 
Cross. As we all know, that is the sec-
ond highest military decoration. The 
citation said in part: ‘‘First Sergeant 
Lomell led a patrol of men through the 
heaviest kind of automatic weapons 
fire to destroy an enemy machine gun 
nest. Later on the same day, while 
leading another patrol, he penetrated 
through the enemy lines to the rear 
and discovered five enemy 155-milli-
meter guns. . . . 

‘‘[He] gallantly led his patrol against 
the enemy and successfully destroyed 
the guns . . . . First Sergeant Lomell’s 
bold and outstanding leadership in the 
face of superior numbers is in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the mili-
tary forces of the United States and re-
flect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Army.’’ 

Lomell also received a rare battle-
field promotion to second lieutenant, 
and it was said that ‘‘there was not a 
man who did not feel proud to serve 
with him.’’ 

Six months later, Bud Lomell served 
in the Battle of Hurtgen Forest, where 
he and D Company helped capture and 
defend the notorious Hill 400, which 
had claimed thousands of his fellow 
servicemembers’ lives. 

He subsequently received the Silver 
Star for his valor in combat, and that 
citation says in pertinent part: ‘‘Con-
spicuously leading from the front, 
Lomell directed the successful defense 
of the hilltop in the face of nearly over-
whelming German counterattack mid-
day . . . . [Refusing] shelter and at risk 
of his life with blood oozing from his 
ears, nose, and mouth, firing his ma-
chine gun cradled in his bandaged left 
arm with his right hand, he continued 
to lead his men against another ruth-
less German assault throughout the en-
tire afternoon.’’ 

What an amazing, amazing hero. He 
was wounded at Hurtgen and again sev-
eral weeks later at the Battle of the 
Bulge. In addition to the Distinguished 
Service Cross and Silver Star, Bud 
Lomell received other awards, includ-
ing the Bronze Star, Purple Heart with 
two oakleaf clusters, and France’s 
highest medal, the Legion of Honor. 
Those are just some of the most re-
membered ones. There were others as 
well. 

As was pointed out by my colleagues, 
he became an unbelievably effective 
lawyer, had his own law firm, and was 
very active in the community in Ocean 
County. He was even the head of Vet-
erans Services in Ocean County, the 
first person to take on that position. 

As President Reagan famously said 
in his speech at Pointe du Hoc, the men 
who invaded Normandy, including and 
most especially Bud Lomell, ‘‘had faith 
that what they were doing was right, 
faith that they fought for all human-
ity, faith that a just God would grant 
them mercy on this beachhead or on 
the next.’’ They were ‘‘the men who 
took the cliffs.’’ They were ‘‘the cham-
pions who helped free a continent.’’ 
They were ‘‘the heroes who helped end 
a war.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, in enduring gratitude to 
them, I ask my colleagues to vote for 
this legislation. 

b 1540 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I support 
H.R. 2170 to honor this very deserving 
veteran, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2170. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT 
READINESS YIELD ACT OF 2025 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2625) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to update certain termi-
nology regarding veteran employment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2625 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Employment Readiness Yield Act of 2025’’ or 
the ‘‘VERY Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. UPDATE OF CERTAIN TERMINOLOGY RE-

GARDING VETERAN EMPLOYMENT. 
Title 38, United States Code, is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘employment handicap’’ 

each place it occurs and inserting ‘‘employ-
ment barrier’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘employment handicaps’’ 
each place it occurs and inserting ‘‘employ-
ment barriers’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
2625. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
MR. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 2625 offered by the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. DAVIS), my 
colleague. 

H.R. 2625 would strike the term ‘‘em-
ployment handicap’’ from the Veteran 
Readiness and Employment statute, or 
VR&E, and replace it with the term 
‘‘employment barrier.’’ 

This bill is simply a fix that would 
remove the negative implications of 
the term ‘‘handicap’’ and replace it 
with the broader term to ensure serv-
ice-connected veterans can access the 
support they might need. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2625, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2625, the Veterans Employment Readi-
ness Yield Act of 2025 introduced by my 
good friend Representative DON DAVIS. 

The Veteran Readiness and Employ-
ment program, or VR&E, offers vital 
services to help veterans and service-
members with service-connected dis-
abilities and those determined to have 
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an employment handicap prepare for, 
find, and maintain suitable employ-
ment or live more independently. 

This bill would replace the terms 
‘‘employment handicap’’ and ‘‘serious 
employment handicap’’ with ‘‘employ-
ment barrier’’ and ‘‘serious employ-
ment barrier.’’ 

Historically, the term ‘‘handicap’’ 
has been associated with disadvantage 
or burden, which does not accurately 
reflect our veteran population. 

By making this change, we acknowl-
edge the challenges that veterans with 
service-connected disabilities often 
face in the job market. Eliminating the 
stigma associated with these disabil-
ities will encourage more veterans to 
participate in the VR&E program, ulti-
mately assisting them in preparing for 
and securing meaningful employment. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
requested this change, which has bipar-
tisan support and incurs no cost. I 
thank Mr. DAVIS for his work on vet-
erans’ issues during his time in Con-
gress. I am proud of his work to open 
doors at the VA for more veterans so 
they may access the benefits they have 
earned through their service. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. DAVIS), my good friend 
who currently serves on the House 
Committee on Armed Services and the 
House Committee on Agriculture, the 
sponsor of H.R. 2625. 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Chairman BOST and 
Representative TAKANO for yielding 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2625, the Veterans Employment Readi-
ness Yield Act of 2025. 

On behalf of the more than 56,000 vet-
erans in North Carolina’s First Con-
gressional District, which I am proud 
to represent, and so many across our 
country, I urge my colleagues to vote 
in favor of this commonsense legisla-
tion. 

I thank the gentleman from Arizona 
(Mr. CISCOMANI), who co-led the bill. I 
also thank the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affair for marking it up and 
moving it forward. Lastly, I thank the 
Disabled American Veterans and Para-
lyzed Veterans of America for endors-
ing this legislation. 

H.R. 2625 amends terminology in the 
Veteran Readiness and Employment 
program to replace the term ‘‘employ-
ment handicap’’ with ‘‘employment 
barrier’’ and the term ‘‘serious employ-
ment handicap’’ with ‘‘serious employ-
ment barrier,’’ while, most impor-
tantly, leaving the definitions un-
changed. 

The Veteran Readiness and Employ-
ment program helps former service-
members find jobs and ensure their 
mental and financial well-being are in-
tact. Updating the terminology will 
improve efficiency and encourage vet-

erans to use the Veteran Readiness and 
Employment program. 

No veteran should have any discom-
fort advocating for themselves and 
seeking help for their service-con-
nected disabilities. We will continue to 
stay in this fight until every disabled 
veteran has what they need to get the 
assistance they have earned. 

On behalf of a grateful nation, we can 
honor those who have given life and 
limb to serve by passing the VERY 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
do exactly that, and I thank the chair 
and the ranking member for yielding 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, we 
passed this bill in the House last Con-
gress, only for the Senate to run out of 
time. I am hopeful that this year the 
Senate acts quickly to send this bill di-
rectly to the President’s desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 2625, the 
Veterans Employment Readiness Yield 
Act of 2025, and I urge all my col-
leagues to support it, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I urge all of 
my colleagues to support H.R. 2625, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2625. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Matthew 
Hanley, one of his secretaries. 

f 

ESTABLISHING NEW ZIP CODES 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 672) to establish new ZIP Codes 
for certain communities, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 672 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ESTABLISHING NEW ZIP CODES. 

Not later than 270 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the United States 
Postal Service shall designate a single, 
unique ZIP Code for each of the following 
communities: 

(1) Eastvale, California. 
(2) Scotland, Connecticut. 
(3) Cooper City, Florida. 
(4) Miami Lakes, Florida. 
(5) Ocoee, Florida. 
(6) Village of Estero, Florida. 
(7) Urbandale, Iowa. 

(8) Mills, Wyoming. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SIMON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 672 designates sin-

gle and unique ZIP Codes for commu-
nities across the Nation. There are cur-
rently over 41,000 ZIP Codes in the 
United States. In some cases, ZIP 
Codes are misaligned with local bound-
aries. H.R. 672 addresses the concerns 
of various localities and establishes 
new ZIP Codes for communities across 
the Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART), the 
bill’s sponsor, for putting this bill to-
gether. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 672 
would require the United States Postal 
Service to designate unique ZIP Codes 
for a number of communities across 
the country. This bill aims to address 
certain issues related to economic de-
velopment and public safety regula-
tions and mail delivery. 

b 1550 
For example, Eastvale is a town in 

southern California that is home to 
69,000 residents. It currently shares two 
ZIP Codes with neighboring jurisdic-
tions. 

Without a unique ZIP Code, Eastvale 
residents have reported mail delivery 
issues for delivery of legal notices, 
code enforcement activities, public 
outreach, and election mail. 

Eastvale residents have also reported 
higher insurance rates because of er-
rors related to another jurisdiction, 
disrupting their ability to obtain af-
fordable wildfire insurance. 

I appreciate the diligence of Con-
gressman DIAZ-BALART, the chair, and 
the committee staff, and the other 
Members in ensuring that each town 
being marked up in today’s amendment 
version of this bill satisfies all the 
committee’s requirements for consider-
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART), the sponsor of the 
bill. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, let 
me first start by thanking the chair-
man and the ranking member for their 
fine work. 
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Mr. Speaker, the ranking member al-

ready mentioned some of the issues 
that we are trying to solve with this 
bill, and there are so many other com-
munities that this bill will help, in-
cluding Miami Lakes, which I have the 
privilege to represent. 

Mr. Speaker, this is going to be the 
third time if it passes—and I hope it 
will—that we pass this bill out of the 
House. This bill has a Senate com-
panion, and, Mr. Speaker, it is a bipar-
tisan Senate companion. I want to 
mention the sponsors: Senator RICK 
SCOTT, Senator JONI ERNST, and Sen-
ator ALEX PADILLA. 

It deals with a lot of issues that we 
have already heard about, but it is im-
portant to note that those are not 
small issues for those communities. 
They are problematic issues. 

We have heard from mayors, local 
elected officials, and constituents for 
many, many years—I think all of us 
that this bill is dealing with—but I am 
referring particularly to Miami Lakes 
in Miami-Dade County. Unfortunately, 
the Postal Service has done nothing 
about it. 

Miami Lakes alone has gone through 
the USPS’ boundary review process 
three times to no avail, which is, 
again, unfortunate. 

While the Postal Service operates, by 
the way, on a fee-for-service basis and 
receives no direct appropriations—I 
want to make sure that everybody un-
derstands that—my team, my staff, has 
talked to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice to make sure that there is no score 
with this. The news is, as I just men-
tioned, this bill does not score. 

I am confident—I sincerely hope, for 
the people of Miami Lakes and the 
folks around the country—that the 
third time will be the charm, that this 
will become law. I am confident that it 
will. 

I started by thanking the chairman 
of the committee and his staff. I thank 
the staff, along with the chairman and 
the ranking member. I also thank, 
from my team, Vanessa Scott, who is 
my staffer who has worked day in and 
day out. I would be remiss if I didn’t 
thank the Speaker, the majority lead-
er, the whip, and all leadership for all 
they are doing to get this bill to the 
floor once again. I thank all the Mem-
bers whose districts this will benefit 
for their hard work. 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
speakers. I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Wy-
oming (Ms. HAGEMAN). 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of H.R. 672 to designate sin-
gle, unique ZIP Codes for communities 
across the United States. 

H.R. 672, which includes the commu-
nity of Mills, Wyoming, would resolve 
longstanding issues that have contin-
ually impacted a host of services, rang-
ing from the delivery of mail to confu-
sion for the local fire department and 
utilities providers, while also compli-
cating economic development. 

With mail ZIP Code designation 
intertwined with Casper, Wyoming, the 
city has struggled with timely mail de-
livery, loss of property tax revenue and 
franchise fees, and incorrect Census 
counts. Each of these issues poses sig-
nificant challenges for Mills as it con-
tinues to grow, develop, and attract 
new residents across Wyoming and be-
yond. 

Passage of this bill will go a long way 
to correct this oversight, not only for 
Mills but for communities nationwide. 

The city of Mills has been a tireless 
advocate for this legislation, and I am 
immensely proud to be a cosponsor. 

I thank Representative DIAZ-BALART 
and Chairman COMER for their stead-
fast leadership on this critically impor-
tant issue, and I support this legisla-
tion to resolve these issues for my con-
stituents in Mills. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 672. 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time, and I am pre-
pared to close. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support this bill, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
COMER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 672, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SINGLE, UNIQUE ZIP CODES FOR 
CERTAIN COMMUNITIES 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3095) to direct the United States 
Postal Service to designate single, 
unique ZIP Codes for certain commu-
nities, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3095 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SINGLE, UNIQUE ZIP CODES FOR 

CERTAIN COMMUNITIES. 
Not later than 270 days after the date of 

the enactment of this Act, the United States 
Postal Service shall designate a single, 
unique ZIP Code for each of the following 
communities: 

(1) Canyon Lake, California. 
(2) Hidden Hills, California. 
(3) Industry, California. 
(4) North Tustin, California. 
(5) Tehachapi, California. 
(6) Castle Pines, Colorado. 
(7) Centennial, Colorado. 
(8) Cherry Hills Village, Colorado. 
(9) Greenwood Village, Colorado. 
(10) Highlands Ranch, Colorado. 
(11) Keystone, Colorado. 

(12) Lone Tree, Colorado. 
(13) Mountain Village, Colorado. 
(14) Mt. Crested Butte, Colorado. 
(15) Severance, Colorado. 
(16) Silver Cliff, Colorado. 
(17) Sterling Ranch, Colorado. 
(18) Superior, Colorado. 
(19) Telluride, Colorado. 
(20) Oakland Park, Florida. 
(21) Lighthouse Point, Florida. 
(22) Coconut Creek, Florida. 
(23) Parkland, Florida. 
(24) Deerfield Beach, Florida. 
(25) Wilton Manors, Florida. 
(26) Burr Ridge, Illinois. 
(27) Carmel, Indiana. 
(28) Noblesville, Indiana. 
(29) Westfield, Indiana. 
(30) Zionsville, Indiana. 
(31) Louisiana State University, Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. 
(32) Montz, Louisiana. 
(33) Springwater Township, Minnesota. 
(34) Grass Valley, Nevada. 
(35) Swanzey, New Hampshire. 
(36) Kinnelon, New Jersey. 
(37) Flanders, New York. 
(38) Glendale, New York. 
(39) Riverside, New York. 
(40) Pendleton, New York. 
(41) Weddington, North Carolina. 
(42) Goose Creek, South Carolina. 
(43) Fairview, Texas. 
(44) Fate, Texas. 
(45) Heath, Texas. 
(46) Murphy, Texas. 
(47) Northlake, Texas. 
(48) Parker, Texas. 
(49) Sargent, Texas. 
(50) Fairlawn, Virginia. 
(51) Caledonia, Wisconsin. 
(52) Franklin, Wisconsin. 
(53) Glendale, Wisconsin. 
(54) Greenfield, Wisconsin. 
(55) Village of Mount Pleasant, Wisconsin. 
(56) Village of Somers, Wisconsin. 
(57) Village of Harrison, Wisconsin. 
(58) Hochatown, Oklahoma. 
(59) Green, Ohio. 
(60) Rochester, Wisconsin. 
(61) Quartzite Township, Minnesota. 
(62) Frederick, Colorado. 
(63) Camargo, Kentucky. 
(64) Wheatfield, New York. 
(65) Mauldin, South Carolina. 
(66) Josephine, Texas. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. COMER) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SIMON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the Postal Service 

structures the delivery of mail around 
ZIP Codes, five-digit numbers that or-
ganize how to deliver the mail. There 
are currently over 41,000 ZIP Codes in 
the United States. While ZIP Codes are 
usually aligned with local boundaries, 
this is sometimes not the case. 
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H.R. 3095 creates new ZIP Codes for 

local communities listed in the bill and 
will help address concerns raised by 
these localities. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s spon-
sor and my colleague on the House 
Oversight Committee, the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT), 
for leading this legislation. She has 
been a tireless advocate for these com-
munities represented in the bill, and I 
appreciate her hard work and dedica-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3095 
would require the United States Postal 
Service to designate unique ZIP Codes 
for a number of communities across 
the country. 

b 1600 

This bill aims to address specific 
community concerns about disrupted 
mail delivery and undeliverable mail. 
While I commend Representative 
BOEBERT for her tireless work on this 
issue, I am unable to support this legis-
lation at this time. 

After numerous conversations be-
tween the chair and former ranking 
member, the late Mr. Connolly, the 
committee agreed on a bipartisan basis 
that ZIP Code designation bills would 
only be considered if they met the fol-
lowing criteria: One, the designated lo-
cality must submit a letter from local 
leadership stating the reasons for the 
ZIP Code change; two, the community 
must also attest that they had peti-
tioned the Postal Service for the 
unique ZIP Code designation and was 
unsuccessful; and, lastly, number 
three, that the legislation must be co-
sponsored by all of the impacted Mem-
bers. 

Unfortunately, the bill has not satis-
fied the committee’s requirement for 
consideration. In fact, only one-quarter 
of the 68 designated communities meet 
the Committee’s requirements, and we 
have heard from at least one affected 
Member who is, unfortunately, op-
posed. 

Therefore, until the majority follows 
the procedures set forth by this ZIP 
Code designation bill, the ranking 
member will oppose the bill today in 
its current form. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 10 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Col-
orado (Ms. BOEBERT), who is the spon-
sor of the bill. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman so much for yielding. Mr. 
COMER has been an amazing advocate 
in helping get this bill over the line 
once again. I am proud to stand here 
today and explain why this piece of leg-
islation is so important. 

I rise with a deep sense of purpose 
and conviction to advocate for the pas-
sage of H.R. 3095, a commonsense, bi-
partisan bill that directs the United 
States Postal Service to designate a 
single unique ZIP Code for specific 

communities across our great Nation, 
including 15 in my home State of Colo-
rado. 

This legislation is not just about 
postal efficiency. It is about fairness, 
public safety, community identity, and 
ensuring that every town and city in 
America has the tools it needs to 
thrive. 

When the ZIP Code system was first 
introduced in 1963, it was a revolu-
tionary step toward modernizing mail 
delivery and streamlining operations 
for a rapidly growing nation. 

At the time, the United States Postal 
Service envisioned ZIP Codes as a sim-
ple tool to improve sorting and deliv-
ery, but over the decades ZIP Codes 
have evolved into far more than postal 
convenience. They have become inte-
gral to how we navigate modern life. 

Economic developers rely on ZIP 
Codes to attract businesses and plan 
growth. Insurance companies use them 
to calculate premiums. Emergency re-
sponders depend on them to locate 
homes and businesses in moments of 
crisis. Even in our online shopping, our 
navigation systems are built around 
the assumption that every community 
has a clear, unique ZIP Code. 

Yet for too many towns and cities 
across America, this basic building 
block of modern infrastructure remains 
out of reach. 

Mr. Speaker, in my home State of 
Colorado, I have heard from my con-
stituents who face daily frustration be-
cause they share ZIP Codes with neigh-
boring towns. 

These are not abstract problems. 
They affect real people in tangible 
ways. 

Severance, Colorado, is a town of 
11,500 people in Weld County, yet they 
have six ZIP Codes that they correlate 
with. 

Imagine a family who is waiting anx-
iously for an ambulance only to learn 
that the first responders were dis-
patched to the wrong town because of a 
shared ZIP Code. Picture a small busi-
ness owner in Castle Pines, Colorado, 
working tirelessly to grow their com-
pany and losing critical deliveries and 
customers due to misdirected mail or 
wasting time applying for a permit 
with the wrong municipality. 

Consider the frustration of residents 
in towns like Silver Cliff, Colorado, 
who are overcharged for insurance be-
cause their ZIP Code inaccurately 
places them in a higher risk area. 

Think of the local government al-
ready stretched thin that loses mil-
lions of dollars in vital sales tax rev-
enue because transactions are mistak-
enly attributed to neighboring jurisdic-
tions. 

These challenges are not unique to 
Colorado. Across the Nation, over 65 
communities, from rural communities 
to growing suburbs, are struggling with 
these same issues. Governors, mayors, 
town boards, and everyday citizens 
have raised their voices pleading for a 
solution. They are not asking for hand-
outs or special favors. They are asking 

for the basic recognition of their com-
munity’s existence, that they matter, 
and that they deserve the same tools 
for success as their neighbors. 

H.R. 3095 answers that call with a di-
rect and practical solution. This bill di-
rects the United States Postal Service 
to assign unique ZIP Codes to each 
community, empowering them to bet-
ter serve their residents, strengthen 
their local identities, and streamline 
their operations. 

A unique ZIP Code is more than a 
number. It is a lifeline. It supports in-
frastructure planning by providing ac-
curate data for economic development. 
It reduces mail inconsistencies, ensur-
ing that packages and letters arrive 
where they are intended. 

Seniors and veterans have suffered 
vital and lifesaving medication delays 
just because they were lost in the mail, 
which is entirely unacceptable and pre-
ventable. It enhances public safety by 
helping emergency responders locate 
those in need without delay, and it en-
sures that local governments receive 
the tax revenue they are rightfully 
owed allowing them to invest in 
schools, roads, and community serv-
ices. 

The current process for obtaining a 
new ZIP Code is, frankly, broken. Com-
munities must navigate a labyrinth of 
bureaucratic hurdles, submitting peti-
tions to the USPS that are rarely ap-
proved. If their petition is denied, then 
they are forced to wait up to 10 years 
before they can even reapply, 10 years, 
Mr. Speaker. 

That is 10 years of lost opportunities, 
10 years of misdirected mail, and 10 
years of unnecessary risks to public 
safety. 

This is not the kind of government 
our constituents expect or deserve. 
They expect us to solve problems, not 
extend them. 

H.R. 3095 cuts through this red tape 
with a clear directive to the Postal 
Service to assign unique ZIP Codes to 
these deserving communities. 

This bill is not about creating a new 
bureaucracy or imposing heavy-handed 
mandates. It is about empowering local 
governments and residents to take con-
trol of their future. It is about ensur-
ing that every community, no matter 
how small, has a seat at the table and 
a voice in our Nation’s progress. 

I am proud to say that this bill has 
bipartisan support. This bill was passed 
out of the House in the previous Con-
gress, and it will pass again. Repub-
licans and Democrats alike recognize 
the importance of this issue. Mayors, 
town councils, and community leaders 
from across the political spectrum 
have rallied behind H.R. 3095, united by 
a shared commitment to fairness and 
efficiency. Government efficiency is 
not something that we hear a lot of. 

This is not a partisan issue, it is an 
American issue, and it is one that goes 
beyond political divides and speaks to 
our shared values of community, op-
portunity, and, again, progress. 

As we consider this bill, let us reflect 
on what it means to represent our con-
stituents. They sent us here to listen 
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to their concerns, to hear from them, 
to fight for their needs, and to deliver 
results. 

The communities affected by H.R. 
3095 have asked for our help, and it is 
our duty to respond. By passing this 
bill today, we can send a powerful mes-
sage that no town is too small to be 
heard, that no community is too small 
to be overlooked or to matter, and that 
we are committed to building a strong-
er and more equitable nation for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 3095. Let us 
give these communities and the mil-
lions of Americans the representation, 
the recognition, the resources, and the 
respect that they rightfully deserve. 
Let us ensure that every town has the 
tools it needs to thrive, from accurate 
mail delivery to reliable emergency 
services to robust economic growth. 

This is a moment to act with pur-
pose. 

Let’s be the bridge that heals this di-
vide and make a meaningful difference 
in the lives of our constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, by receiving a unique 
ZIP Code, these communities will hold 
on to more of their tax revenue, im-
prove the response times of first re-
sponders, and minimize issues with the 
postal delivery to incorrect addresses. 

I have been honored to lead on this 
issue. It has been a passion of mine for 
the past 5 years, and I hope that we can 
finally get this signed into law. Maybe 
we were waiting all along for President 
Donald J. Trump’s signature on this 
bill. 

I thank Chairman COMER for his sup-
port of this, and I urge my colleagues 
to vote in favor of H.R. 3095. 

Ms. SIMON. Madam Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from Ohio (Mrs. 
SYKES) for such time as she may con-
sume. 

b 1610 

Mrs. SYKES. Madam Speaker, today 
I rise in support of H.R. 3095, a bill that 
would assign a new ZIP Code to the 
city of Green, a municipality within 
Ohio’s 13th Congressional District. 

Establishing unique ZIP Codes may 
not be what most folks think about 
when they are considering Federal leg-
islation; however, for the citizens and 
businesses and the economy of the city 
of Green, Ohio, it is, in fact, a matter 
of importance and priority. 

During the Green State of the City 
Address earlier this year, Mayor Rocco 
Yeargin proclaimed that he would ac-
tively engage toward working to get 
the city of Green a unique ZIP Code. I 
promised the mayor at the State of the 
City Address that I would work with 
him hand-in-hand after several unsuc-
cessful attempts to do so. We are now 
closer to that reality upon the passage 
of H.R. 3095. 

The city of Green currently operates 
under five different ZIP Codes, none of 
which bear the city’s name. This situa-
tion has led to confusion, lost tax dol-
lars, and a diminished sense of unity 
among residents and businesses. Align-

ing the ZIP Code designation within 
the city’s name will enhance commu-
nity cohesion and promote a stronger 
civic identity. 

When ZIP Codes were first assigned 
for this area, Green was a township, 
mostly farmland and a few businesses, 
and fewer than 10,000 residents. In 1992, 
Green was incorporated as a city. 

Now, 30-plus years later, its popu-
lation has nearly tripled. It is the 
home of more than 1,200 businesses and 
is the fastest growing city in Summit 
County. 

Community members, elected lead-
ers, and local businesses have all ex-
pressed their overwhelming support for 
a single ZIP Code reflecting the city’s 
name. 

The current multitude of ZIP Codes 
creates obstacles for these 1,200 busi-
nesses, including confusion for cus-
tomers and suppliers about their loca-
tion and challenges in daily trans-
actions like assigning sales tax due to 
a ZIP Code with a name designated to 
a separate county—not even a separate 
city, a separate county. 

In fact, Green identified $614,000 in 
unpaid taxes alone in 2023 attributed to 
this problem. This is an issue that 
community leaders, residents, busi-
nesses, and more have expressed their 
overwhelming support for: a ZIP Code 
for the city of Green. They have at-
tempted to work with the USPS to no 
avail, and so now we are here with leg-
islation. 

I understand the procedural chal-
lenges that have plagued this bill, but 
I do ask that the Members of this body 
not punish my constituents for those 
committee issues. I ask my colleagues 
in Congress to join me in support of 
this bill to ensure that the city of 
Green receives the designation it de-
serves with a single, unique ZIP Code 
that bears its name. 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. HARRIS). 

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Earlier this year, Mayor Jim Bell of 
Weddington, North Carolina, reached 
out to me to let me know that the city 
had a problem. Having different ZIP 
Codes across a single city has caused 
confusion about where residents file 
property taxes or even show up to vote. 

Concerned about how this problem 
might continue to compound, my office 
was able to work together with Rep-
resentative BOEBERT to ensure that 
Weddington is included in today’s leg-
islation requesting a single, unique ZIP 
Code. 

Representing my constituents has 
been the honor of a lifetime, and I have 
learned that there is no issue too great 
or too small that I can’t champion for 
North Carolinians, whether it is cast-
ing my vote for a once-in-a-generation 
tax reform bill like the One Big Beau-
tiful Bill Act or today’s ZIP Code up-
date, it is my mission to be a voice 
that responds to the needs of my con-
stituents. 

I stand here today, Madam Speaker, 
to urge support for this package to en-
sure that communities across this 
country can have the clarity that they 
absolutely deserve. 

Ms. SIMON. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. KIM). 

Mrs. KIM. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 3095, 
which directs the U.S. Postal Service 
to designate a unique ZIP Code for cer-
tain communities, including North 
Tustin in my district. 

North Tustin has been a pillar of our 
Orange County community and a cen-
sus-designated place. However, its sta-
tus as an unincorporated area has 
caused confusion for the Postal Service 
and for tax purposes. 

For example, North Tustin residents 
are subject to the city of Santa Ana’s 
sales tax, despite not being represented 
or eligible for services or a vote in the 
local elections. 

Providing North Tustin with a 
unique ZIP Code will create certainty 
for residents who have called North 
Tustin home for decades and provide 
clarity for tax purposes to surrounding 
areas, and USPS. 

I thank Representative BOEBERT and 
the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee for working with 
me on this commonsense, bipartisan 
measure, and I am hopeful that we can 
get through to the finish line and help 
our communities. I ask my colleagues 
to support this bill. 

Ms. SIMON. Madam Speaker, the 
ranking member opposes this bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. COMER. Madam Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to vote in favor of the 
Boebert bill. I urge its passage, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER-MEEKS). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentlewoman 
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 3095, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. SIMON. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER AND 
FIREFIGHTER RECREATION PASS 
ACT 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 183) to amend the Federal 
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act to 
provide for a lifetime National Rec-
reational Pass for law enforcement of-
ficers, as amended. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 183 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Law Enforce-
ment Officer and Firefighter Recreation Pass 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL RECREATIONAL PASSES FOR 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND 
FIREFIGHTERS. 

Section 805(b) of the Federal Lands Recre-
ation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6804(b)) is 
amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (3) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(3) ANNUAL PASSES.—The Secretary shall 
make the National Parks and Federal Rec-
reational Lands Pass available, at no cost, to— 

‘‘(A) a member of the Armed Forces and their 
dependents; or 

‘‘(B) a law enforcement officer or firefighter, 
who provide adequate proof of eligibility for 
such pass as determined by the Secretary.’’. 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) FIREFIGHTER.—The term ‘firefighter’ 

means any employee of the Federal Government, 
a State, a unit of local government, or an In-
dian Tribe who performs work directly related to 
suppressing fires, including wildland fires. 

‘‘(B) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER.—The term 
‘law enforcement officer’ means any officer, 
agent, or employee of the Federal Government, 
a State, a unit of local government, or an In-
dian Tribe authorized by law or by a govern-
ment agency to engage in or supervise the pre-
vention, detection, or investigation of any viola-
tion of criminal law or who is authorized by law 
to supervise sentenced criminal offenders.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER) and the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 183, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 183, the Law Enforcement 
Officer and Firefighter Recreational 
Pass Act, led by my friend and col-
league on the Natural Resources Com-
mittee Representative MCCLINTOCK. 

This legislation helps recognize the 
selfless service of Federal, State, Trib-
al, and local law enforcement officers 
and firefighters with a well-deserved 
benefit: free annual access to national 
parks, forests, and other public lands 
managed by the Federal Government. 

b 1620 

This meaningful legislation will en-
sure that the men and women who risk 
their lives to protect our communities 

can enjoy free access to our Nation’s 
most treasured public lands. 

Law enforcement officers and fire-
fighters also play a critical role in pro-
tecting our public lands by responding 
to wildland fires, conducting search 
and rescue operations, responding to 
criminal activity, and preventing van-
dalism and resource destruction. 

For example, just over 1 year ago, on 
a busy Fourth of July weekend, Yel-
lowstone National Park law enforce-
ment officers neutralized a potential 
shooter headed toward a busy dining 
area in one of the most popular areas 
of the park. Their selfless actions and 
heroism saved countless lives, ensuring 
that this day of celebration did not 
turn into a day of tragedy. 

Whether it is a local sheriff in Min-
nesota, a wildland firefighter in Cali-
fornia, or a Tribal police officer in Mis-
souri, our law enforcement officers and 
firefighters dedicate themselves to the 
safety and well-being of others, often 
under incredibly difficult and dan-
gerous circumstances. This legislation 
gives something back to those who give 
so much. 

This bill also promotes the use of 
public lands for recreation, health, and 
family time, particularly among those 
who may face long hours, stressful 
shifts, and dangerous conditions. Out-
door recreation is good for both mental 
and physical well-being, and this bill 
ensures that our first responders can 
take full advantage of America’s nat-
ural beauty. 

I commend Representative MCCLIN-
TOCK for his leadership on this bill and 
his continued work to expand outdoor 
access for the American people. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this commonsense, 
pro-recreation, pro-first-responder leg-
islation. Let’s honor those who serve 
by giving them the opportunity to 
enjoy the lands that they help protect. 

Madam Speaker, I support this bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Washington, DC, July 9, 2025. 
Hon. BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This letter confirms 
our mutual understanding regarding H.R. 
183, the ‘‘Law Enforcement Officer Recre-
ation Pass Act.’’ Thank you for collabo-
rating with the Committee on Agriculture 
on the matters within our jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Agriculture will forego 
any further consideration of this bill. How-
ever, by foregoing consideration at this time, 
we do not waive any jurisdiction over any 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation. The Committee on Agriculture 
also reserves the right to seek appointment 
of an appropriate number of conferees, 
should it become necessary, and ask that 
you support such a request. 

We would appreciate a response to this let-
ter confirming this understanding with re-
spect to H.R. 183 and request a copy of our 
letters on this matter be published in the 
Congressional Record during Floor consider-
ation. 

Sincerely, 
GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, July 9, 2025. 
Hon. GLENN ‘‘GT’’ THOMPSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write regarding our 
mutual understanding of H.R. 183, the Law 
Enforcement Officer Recreation Pass Act, 
which was ordered report by the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

I recognize that the bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Agriculture and appreciate 
your willingness to forgo further consider-
ation of the bill. I acknowledge that the 
Committee on Agriculture will not formally 
consider H.R. 183 and agree that the inaction 
of your Committee with respect to the bill 
does not waive any jurisdiction over the sub-
ject matter contained therein. 

I am pleased to support your request to 
name members of the Committee on Agri-
culture to any conference committee to con-
sider such provisions. I will ensure that our 
exchange of letters is included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration 
of the bill. I appreciate your cooperation re-
garding this legislation. 

Sincerely, 
BRUCE WESTERMAN, 

Chairman. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Madam 
Speaker, H.R. 183 would amend the 
Federal Lands Recreation Enhance-
ment Act to provide free America the 
Beautiful passes to law enforcement of-
ficers and firefighters. 

Expanding outdoor recreation and 
ensuring Americans can access and 
enjoy our public lands is a shared bi-
partisan priority on the Natural Re-
sources Committee. Currently, the Na-
tional Park Service offers free national 
park and Federal recreation land 
passes to certain groups, including U.S. 
military members and veterans. This 
legislation builds on this framework by 
waiving entrance, standard amenity, 
and day-use fees at over 2,000 Federal 
recreation sites for law enforcement of-
ficers and firefighters. 

These hardworking Americans put 
their lives on the line to protect and 
serve our communities every day. An 
America the Beautiful pass is a small 
but hopefully meaningful token of ap-
preciation for their public service. 

Furthermore, let me say that I am 
glad to see my Republican colleagues 
acknowledging the importance of our 
public servants, and I hope they will 
join us, in the spirit of this legislation, 
to do more to support and protect all of 
our Federal first responders. 

These public servants dedicate their 
lives to serving the American people. 
The administration has created chaos 
and confusion that adds to the dif-
ficulty of their jobs through Federal 
hiring freezes, which have left them 
short-staffed. 

In addition to showing our apprecia-
tion for these critical public servants 
and first responders, I hope my col-
leagues will work with us to make sure 
that our Federal workers have the 
tools that they need to do their jobs, to 
keep us safe, and to also keep our pub-
lic lands open and operating and in the 
hands of we the people. 
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For too many of our public lands and 

parks, after Federal employees have 
been fired, let go, or pushed toward re-
tirement, private entities are man-
aging these parks, so the America the 
Beautiful pass is not able to allow free 
access to these public servants and peo-
ple who have put their lives on the line 
to protect and serve our country. 

Madam Speaker, I would love to 
work with everyone on that, as well. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 
will make a comment that the Repub-
lican Party will always defend the po-
lice, not defund them. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK), the lead sponsor of this 
bill. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 
as has been noted, H.R. 183 simply ex-
tends the lifetime national parks pass 
to the frontline public safety officers 
who risk their lives every day to pro-
tect our families and communities. It 
is the same courtesy we already extend 
to U.S. military members and their 
families, to our veterans, and to our 
Gold Star families. The CBO estimates 
its cost at about $500,000 a year. 

These men and women, just like 
those who serve our military, put their 
lives on the line to protect our fami-
lies. It seems fitting that we should ex-
tend this small courtesy to them. It is 
simply a way to say thank you to 
them, a simple but tangible token of 
our gratitude and esteem. 

I first introduced this legislation dur-
ing the George Floyd riots, when BLM 
rioters were chanting: ‘‘Pigs in a blan-
ket, fry ‘em like bacon,’’ and leftist 
politicians were calling for defunding 
local police departments. We recently 
expanded it to include firefighters and 
wildland firefighters, to whom we owe 
so much for protecting our homes, 
towns, and communities, as well. 

The bill was proposed to me by 
Janine D’Agostini, the wife of then-El 
Dorado County Sheriff John 
D’Agostini, as a small token of appre-
ciation for law enforcement officers 
who were taking so much abuse when 
they were trying so hard to protect our 
families from those who would prey 
upon them. 

Madam Speaker, it seems that, in 
those years, the wheel has come full 
circle. Once again, law enforcement 
personnel are the target of doxing, vio-
lent demonstrations, and leftist offi-
cials who so often seem to take the 
side of the lawless against the law- 
abiding. 

Our hearts go out to the many offi-
cers of ICE and CBP and their families 
who have recently been subjected to vi-
olence and intimidation, often fanned 
by the extremist rhetoric of elected of-
ficials who ought to know better. 

In fact, just 2 weeks ago, while ICE 
was serving a court-ordered warrant in 
Carpinteria, a sitting Member of this 
House doxed an ICE agent to a violent 
mob. That mob then took off after the 

agent and physically attacked him 
with rocks, injuring him seriously 
enough to require treatment in a hos-
pital emergency room. 

This has to stop. We want these brave 
men and women and their families to 
know that the vast majority of the 
American people, the majority of this 
Congress, and, of course, this President 
stand behind them, appreciate them, 
and honor their work. We depend upon 
them not only for our safety but for 
the very rule of law itself. 

After all, without law enforcement, 
there is no law. Without law, there is 
no civilization, as people in sanctuary 
cities like Los Angeles, Portland, Se-
attle, San Francisco, Chicago, and New 
York are learning all too well once 
again. 

This bill was first introduced in 2021. 
It received a hearing in 2023 but was 
never marked up. It is long overdue, 
and I appreciate the House finally con-
sidering it today. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I agree with my col-
leagues that we should defend the po-
lice and firefighters. I come from a 
family of police and firefighters who 
put their lives on the line every day 
when they went to work. I will happily 
work with my Republican colleagues to 
defend police and firefighters and make 
sure not to defund them by protecting 
their public pensions, collective bar-
gaining rights, cancer prevention, 
training grants, and grants to our local 
police departments that are now being 
frozen, putting us in limbo. 

This is a very real issue that I know 
I can work with my Republican col-
leagues on to make sure that our pub-
lic lands are not being operated by pri-
vate entities that refuse to recognize 
the benefits provided for in this law. 
This is happening across the country, 
and in my district, I know specifically, 
where they refuse to grant free entry 
for veterans and military personnel. 
They say that they don’t have to be-
cause they are a private entity. 

I would love to make sure that who-
ever is operating our public parks is 
keeping them public and that these 
people who earned our trust and earned 
this benefit and every benefit that we 
can give them are actually able to get 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I will 

close by saying that 2 weeks ago, in the 
One Big Beautiful Bill, there were 
18,000 law enforcement officers that 
were to be hired. Not one of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
voted for it. 

Mr. Speaker, ahead of our Nation’s 
250th anniversary next year, this bill 
ensures meaningful access to our na-
tional parks and public lands and rec-
ognizes the immense service and sac-
rifice of our Nation’s law enforcement 
officers and firefighters. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BACON). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. STAUBER) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 183, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Fed-
eral Lands Recreation Enhancement 
Act to provide for a free annual Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational 
Lands Pass for law enforcement offi-
cers and firefighters.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FINISH THE ARKANSAS VALLEY 
CONDUIT ACT 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 131) to make certain modifica-
tions to the repayment for the Arkan-
sas Valley Conduit in the State of Col-
orado, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 131 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Finish the Ar-
kansas Valley Conduit Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT, COLORADO. 

Public Law 87–590 (76 Stat. 389; 123 Stat. 1320) 
is amended— 

(1) in the first section— 
(A) in subsection (c), in the second sentence, 

by striking ‘‘or in the case of the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit, payment in an amount equal to 35 
percent of the cost of the conduit that is com-
prised of revenue generated by payments pursu-
ant to a repayment contract and revenue that 
may be derived from contracts for the use of 
Fryingpan-Arkansas project excess capacity or 
exchange contracts using Fryingpan-Arkansas 
project facilities,’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(d) ARKANSAS VALLEY CONDUIT.— 
‘‘(1) REPAYMENT CONTRACT.—To provide do-

mestic water supplies to communities and house-
holds that do not have reliable access to domes-
tic water supplies, the contract for the Arkansas 
Valley Conduit shall provide for payment in an 
amount equal to 35 percent of the cost of the 
conduit, notwithstanding the reclamation laws 
or any other provision of this Act. The contract 
payments shall consist of— 

‘‘(A) funding provided during construction 
from any entity other than the Secretary; and 

‘‘(B) based on a demonstration of financial 
hardship, as determined by the Secretary, re-
payment of the balance not covered under sub-
paragraph (A) for a period of not more than 75 
years with simple interest at a rate that is equal 
to 50 percent of the interest rate determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury under section 2(c), 
including revenue derived from contracts for the 
use of excess capacity or exchange contracts 
using Fryingpan-Arkansas project facilities. 

‘‘(2) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—The 
contract for the Arkansas Valley Conduit shall 
provide for the assumption by the contracting 
parties of the care, operation, maintenance, and 
replacement of the conduit.’’; and 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:34 Jul 22, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\K21JY7.040 H21JYPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 L
A

P
8L

Y
D

4G
3P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3498 July 21, 2025 
(2) in section 2(b)(3)(A), by striking ‘‘this sec-

tion’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (d) of the first 
section’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 131, the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

131, the Finish the Arkansas Valley 
Conduit Act, sponsored by Representa-
tive BOEBERT of Colorado. 

The Arkansas Valley Conduit, or 
AVC is a 130-mile pipeline that serves 
39 communities and 50,000 people east 
of Pueblo, Colorado. Once completed, it 
will deliver water to an area of the 
State that faces severe water quality 
issues. 

The AVC was authorized by Congress 
as part of the Fryingpan-Arkansas 
Project in 1962. Over 60 years later, 
construction on this project has barely 
started, largely due to cost increases 
that have outpaced the community’s 
ability to pay. 

In 2009, Congress amended the origi-
nal legislation to help address the 
project’s increasing price tag. Unfortu-
nately, rising construction costs over 
the past few years have continued to 
delay this critical water project. 

The legislation before us today would 
further modify the repayment contract 
to ensure that these communities have 
reliable access to domestic water sup-
plies. These communities have been 
waiting for over six decades for a reli-
able water source. H.R. 131 will ensure 
this project can finally be completed. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 131 seeks to address a long-
standing water challenge in south-
eastern Colorado. The Arkansas Valley 
Conduit is a 130-mile pipeline first au-
thorized in 1962 to deliver water from 
the Pueblo Reservoir to communities 
facing ongoing water supply and qual-
ity issues. Despite decades of work, the 
project remains unfinished, primarily 
due to financial constraints. 

This bill would revise certain repay-
ment terms to provide additional flexi-
bility for local stakeholders to help fi-
nance the project and begin delivering 
clean, reliable water to rural commu-
nities. 

My Democratic colleagues and I are 
committed to addressing the barrier 

that rural communities face in secur-
ing clean water. That is why we passed 
historic water infrastructure invest-
ments under the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act and the Inflation 
Reduction Act. 

Since 2022, the IIJA has provided $500 
million for the Arkansas Valley Con-
duit. These investments are critical for 
ensuring communities across the West 
have reliable access to clean drinking 
water, especially as climate change is 
continuing to make drought conditions 
worse. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Representative BOEBERT, for bringing 
this forward. I urge support for H.R. 
131, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Col-
orado (Ms. BOEBERT), the lead sponsor 
of this bill. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for his support on this 
bill. 

I rise to speak in favor of my bill, 
H.R. 131, Finish the Arkansas Valley 
Conduit Act, to help complete con-
struction of a critical infrastructure 
project that will provide tens of thou-
sands of southeast Colorado residents 
with access to clean water. 

Southeast Coloradans have waited 
decades for the completion of the Ar-
kansas Valley Conduit. While we have 
made a lot of progress in the recent 
years and the first two segments of the 
project are under construction, we still 
have a long way to go. 

This bipartisan and bicameral legis-
lation will help the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and local governments finally 
complete this major water project. 
Rural communities in southeastern 
Colorado need and deserve access to 
clean, reliable, and affordable water 
they can utilize on a daily basis. 

Once completed, the Arkansas Valley 
Conduit will provide 7,500-acre-feet of 
water per year to as many as 50,000 
Coloradans across 40 different commu-
nities in Pueblo, Otero, Bent, Kiowa, 
Prowers, and Baca Counties. 

The Arkansas Valley Conduit was 
originally approved for construction as 
a part of the Fryingpan-Arkansas 
Project that was signed into law by 
President John F. Kennedy in 1962. 
Congress amended this law in 2009 to 
tackle water quality concerns and 
make clear that 35 percent of total 
project costs would be repaid with in-
terest from miscellaneous revenues. 

The original 1962 law also made clear 
that the costs of annual operation and 
maintenance for this important project 
would be paid for by the Southeastern 
Colorado Water Conservancy District. 

Radium, uranium, and other natu-
rally occurring elements are found in 
the surface and groundwater in south-
eastern Colorado, and the water qual-
ity is problematic year-round because 
of its salinity, selenium, sulfate, hard-
ness, and manganese levels. 

The Bureau of Reclamation has found 
these contamination levels are so se-

vere that local communities could see 
the costs of their drinking water triple 
without this legislation. 

The Finish the Arkansas Valley Con-
duit Act will ease the burden of infla-
tion costs that have caused the origi-
nal $640 million estimate of construc-
tion in 2019 to rise to more than $1.3 
billion. There have been a number of 
modifications to the proposed Arkan-
sas Valley Conduit over the years that 
have reduced the cost by as much as 
$200 million. 

I thank the Bureau of Reclamation 
and the Southeastern Colorado Water 
Conservancy District for working with 
us in drafting this critical legislation. I 
am grateful to have their support as we 
work to get this bill signed into law. 

Access to clean water is not a luxury. 
It is a necessity. Southeast Colorado 
families and businesses deserve a reli-
able and sustainable water supply. 

It is time we fully and finally fulfill 
the promises the Federal Government 
made to the communities I represent in 
Colorado and finish the Arkansas Val-
ley Conduit. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the chair for his 
support and I urge adoption. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
provides increased financial flexibility 
for the construction of the long-over-
due water infrastructure improvements 
in rural Colorado. I thank Ms. BOEBERT 
for her diligent work and attention to 
these issues. 

Arizona is no second citizen to this. 
We want to see this happen and help 
everybody. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 131, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LA PAZ COUNTY SOLAR ENERGY 
AND JOB CREATION ACT 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1043) to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to convey certain Federal 
land in Arizona to La Paz County, Ari-
zona, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1043 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘La Paz 
County Solar Energy and Job Creation Act’’. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3499 July 21, 2025 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COUNTY.—The term ‘‘County’’ means La 

Paz County, Arizona. 
(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal 

land’’ means the approximately 3,400 acres of 
land managed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and designated as ‘‘Federal Land to 
be Conveyed’’ on the map. 

(3) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map 
prepared by the Bureau of Land Management 
entitled ‘‘BLM Arizona—La Paz County 
Land Conveyance Map’’ and dated June 29, 
2023. 
SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE TO LA PAZ COUNTY, ARI-

ZONA. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the 

planning requirement of sections 202 and 203 
of the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712, 1713) and in ac-
cordance with this section and other applica-
ble law, as soon as practicable after receiv-
ing a request from the County to convey the 
Federal land, the Secretary shall convey the 
Federal land to the County. 

(b) RESTRICTIONS ON CONVEYANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The conveyance under 

subsection (a) shall be subject to— 
(A) valid existing rights; and 
(B) such terms and conditions as the Sec-

retary determines to be necessary. 
(2) EXCLUSION.—The Secretary shall ex-

clude from the conveyance under subsection 
(a) any Federal land that contains signifi-
cant cultural, environmental, wildlife, or 
recreational resources. 

(c) PAYMENT OF FAIR MARKET VALUE.—The 
conveyance under subsection (a) shall be for 
the fair market value of the Federal land to 
be conveyed, as determined— 

(1) in accordance with the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); and 

(2) based on an appraisal that is conducted 
in accordance with— 

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for 
Federal Land Acquisitions; and 

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice. 

(d) PROTECTION OF TRIBAL CULTURAL ARTI-
FACTS.—As a condition of the conveyance 
under subsection (a), the County shall, and 
as a condition of any subsequent conveyance, 
any subsequent owner shall— 

(1) make good faith efforts to avoid dis-
turbing Tribal artifacts; 

(2) minimize impacts on Tribal artifacts if 
they are disturbed; 

(3) coordinate with the Colorado River In-
dian Tribes Tribal Historic Preservation Of-
fice to identify artifacts of cultural and his-
toric significance; and 

(4) allow Tribal representatives to rebury 
unearthed artifacts at or near where they 
were discovered. 

(e) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The map shall be on file 

and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

(2) CORRECTIONS.—The Secretary and the 
County may, by mutual agreement— 

(A) make minor boundary adjustments to 
the Federal land to be conveyed under sub-
section (a); and 

(B) correct any minor errors in the map, an 
acreage estimate, or the description of the 
Federal land. 

(f) WITHDRAWAL.—The Federal land is with-
drawn from the operation of the mining and 
mineral leasing laws of the United States. 

(g) COSTS.—As a condition of the convey-
ance of the Federal land under subsection 
(a), the County shall pay— 

(1) an amount equal to the appraised value 
determined in accordance with subsection 
(c)(2); and 

(2) all costs related to the conveyance, in-
cluding all surveys, appraisals, and other ad-

ministrative costs associated with the con-
veyance of the Federal land to the County 
under subsection (a). 

(h) PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF LAND.— 
The proceeds from the sale of land under this 
section shall be— 

(1) deposited in the Federal Land Disposal 
Account established by section 206(a) of the 
Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act 
(43 U.S.C. 2305(a)); and 

(2) used in accordance with that Act (43 
U.S.C. 2301 et seq.). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOYLE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 1043, the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 

b 1640 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
legislation, H.R. 1043, the La Paz Coun-
ty Solar Energy and Job Creation Act. 

My bill requires the Secretary of the 
Interior to convey 3,400 acres of BLM 
land to La Paz County, Arizona, for 
rural economic and solar development. 

If you have ever visited southwest 
Arizona, Mr. Speaker, you will know it 
is pretty darn sunny. Conveying the 
land to the county for solar maximizes 
the potential for renewable energy gen-
eration and unlocks employment op-
portunities for county residents. 

It is simple: energy and jobs. 
This conveyance is vital to the finan-

cial future of La Paz County. 
Only established in 1983, La Paz is 

home to nearly 17,000 residents with a 
median household income of $49,000 per 
year. It is primarily a farming econ-
omy, with nearly 78 percent of cash re-
ceipts derived from the sale of crops, 
like sugarcane and alfalfa hay. 

As Arizona expands its technology 
and semiconductor industries, it is 
critical to meet the needs of our elec-
tric grid, and I believe we must take an 
all-of-the-above energy approach to en-
sure the grid’s reliability. 

In fact, on July 9, Arizona’s largest 
utility providers, APS and SRP, re-
ported a State record of energy demand 
as we were hit by a heat wave. Luckily, 
Arizona did not have a blackout, but 
we must meet the growing needs for 
electricity. 

Mr. Speaker, this has been a legacy 
priority of mine since 2015. In 2019, the 
House passed the first allotment of this 
land for the county, and now my bill 
conveys the remaining acres to provide 
the maximum benefit of renewable en-
ergy production and a vibrant local 
economy. 

Importantly, this bill respects the 
land’s cultural and Tribal significance. 
It requires consultation with the Colo-
rado River Indian Tribes if any Tribal 
artifacts are uncovered during the con-
veyance process. However, it also en-
hances the partnership between the 
county and the Tribes for years to 
come. 

At a time when Congress is exploring 
all opportunities for cost savings, the 
La Paz County Solar Energy and Job 
Creation Act is a win-win. The county 
receives opportunities for jobs and eco-
nomic development, and the Federal 
Government receives a fiscal benefit 
for otherwise undeveloped lands. 

My neighbors in La Paz County need 
a hand up, and I hope that I can count 
on my colleagues to lend a helping 
hand. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again ask my 
friends to support this legislation, H.R. 
1043, and our Nation’s domestic energy 
dominance, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1043, the La 
Paz County Solar Energy and Job Cre-
ation Act, introduced by the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR). 

This bill would allow the Department 
of the Interior to convey approxi-
mately 3,400 acres of BLM land in La 
Paz County in Arizona for renewable 
energy generation and energy storage. 
La Paz County has significant solar en-
ergy potential and is working to de-
velop the largest solar installation in 
the United States. 

This project represents a step toward 
our clean energy future and under-
scores the support for renewable en-
ergy development and infrastructure, 
particularly at the State and local 
level. 

H.R. 1043, led by Congressman GOSAR 
and Arizona Senators GALLEGO and 
KELLY, reflect the kind of bipartisan 
cooperation we need more of in Con-
gress. 

After Republicans’ reckless budget 
bill rolled back critical renewable en-
ergy programs, I hope this bill signals 
at least a partial recognition that in 
America we must keep building, not 
dismantling our clean energy capacity 
where possible. 

The legislation will help power thou-
sands of homes with affordable, reli-
able energy, support the creation of 
good-paying jobs, and boost local econ-
omy all while reinforcing our commit-
ment to energy independence. 

Importantly, this bill ensures that 
the Colorado River Indian Tribes and 
the Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
are actively consulted to protect any 
culturally significant artifacts. This is 
the right way to approach land trans-
fers: collaborative, respectful, and for-
ward thinking. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipartisan, future- 
focused bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self the balance of my time to close. 
Mr. Speaker, American energy is 

America First. My bill means more 
American jobs, more American energy, 
and more American prosperity. 

On January 20, 2025, his very first day 
in office, President Trump declared a 
national energy emergency to expedite 
permitting and emergency regulations 
to unlock domestic energy production. 
Now it is time for Congress to do its 
part. 

This modest land conveyance will 
empower the people to meet the na-
tional demand for energy generation 
with countless jobs and the capacity to 
power thousands of American homes. 

I thank the chairman of the com-
mittee, Mr. WESTERMAN, committee 
staff, and my colleagues on the Natural 
Resources Committee for helping me 
bring this legislation to the floor 
today. A special thank you to my Ari-
zona delegation cosponsors, my good 
friends, Representatives BIGGS and 
SCHWEIKERT. 

Mr. Speaker, I once again ask all my 
colleagues to support my legislation, 
H.R. 1043, the La Paz County Solar En-
ergy and Job Creation Act. I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1043. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SMALL ENTITY UPDATE ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3382) to require the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to carry out 
a study and rulemaking on the defini-
tion of the term ‘‘small entity’’ under 
the securities laws for purposes of 
chapter 6 of title 5, United States Code, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3382 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Small Entity 
Update Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STUDIES, REPORTS, AND RULES REGARD-

ING SMALL ENTITIES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Securi-

ties and Exchange Commission; and 
(2) the term ‘‘small entity’’— 
(A) has the meaning given the term in section 

601 of title 5, United States Code, with respect to 
the activities of the Commission; and 

(B) includes any definition established by the 
Commission of the term ‘‘small business’’, ‘‘small 
organization’’, ‘‘small governmental jurisdic-
tion’’, or ‘‘small entity’’ under paragraph (3), 
(4), (5), or (6), respectively, of section 601 of title 
5, United States Code, with respect to the activi-
ties of the Commission. 

(b) STUDIES AND REPORTS.—Not later than 1 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
again 5 years thereafter, the Commission shall— 

(1) conduct a study of the definition of the 
term ‘‘small entity’’ with respect to the activities 
of the Commission for the purposes of chapter 6 
of title 5, United States Code, which shall con-
sider— 

(A) the extent to which the definition of the 
term ‘‘small entity’’, as in effect during the pe-
riod in which the study is conducted, aligns 
with the findings and declarations made under 
section 2(a) of the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 
U.S.C. 601 note); 

(B) the amount by which financial markets in 
the United States have grown since the last time 
the Commission amended the definition of the 
term ‘‘small entity’’, if applicable; and 

(C) how the Commission should define the 
term ‘‘small entity’’ to ensure that a meaningful 
number of entities would fall under that defini-
tion; and 

(2) submit to Congress a report that includes— 
(A) the results of the applicable study con-

ducted under paragraph (1); and 
(B) specific and detailed recommendations on 

the ways in which the Commission could amend 
the definition of the term ‘‘small entity’’ to— 

(i) be consistent with the results described in 
subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) expand the number of entities covered by 
such definition. 

(c) RULEMAKING.—Concurrently with, or after 
the completion of, each study required under 
subsection (b), the Commission shall, subject to 
public notice and comment, revise the rules of 
the Commission consistent with the results of 
such study. 

(d) INFLATION ADJUSTMENTS.—After the Com-
mission issued the final rule revisions required 
under subsection (c), and every 5 years there-
after, the Commission shall adjust any dollar 
figures under the definition of small entity es-
tablished by the Commission to reflect the 
change in the Consumer Price Index for All 
Urban Consumers published by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this bill, H.R. 3382, the Small Entity 
Update Act. 

Small businesses are the backbone of 
this country. Everyone on both sides of 
the aisle knows that. They drive inno-
vation and job creation in our districts, 
but they are often limited from reach-
ing their full capacity or capability be-
cause of overregulation. 

The bill introduced by our sub-
committee chair, ANN WAGNER, ad-
dresses this challenge by directing the 
SEC to carry out a study and a rule-
making to modernize the definition of 

a small entity and ensure that small 
firms are given tailored, proportional 
oversight. 

b 1650 

Mr. Speaker, years ago I had the 
privilege of serving as a nonexecutive 
chairman for a small-cap public com-
pany board of directors. I know first-
hand the critical need for attention for 
what we are dealing with here today. 

The bipartisan bill of the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) 
will empower our small businesses to 
focus on growth, hiring, and innova-
tion, rather than unnecessary red tape. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, if appropriate, this bill 
directs the SEC to carry out a study in 
rulemaking on its definitions of small 
entities under the Regulatory Flexi-
bility Act. This study in rulemaking 
would ensure that the commission 
more carefully accounts for impacts on 
small businesses when engaging in 
rulemaking. 

The Regulatory Flexibility Act pro-
vides small entities with a greater op-
portunity to participate in the develop-
ment of certain regulations and will re-
sult in more small businesses being in-
cluded in the definition of small enti-
ties under the act. In effect, it gives 
them a louder voice when it comes to 
development of SEC regulations that 
directly apply to them. 

Democrats worked to secure impor-
tant language, ensuring investor pro-
tection remains a key focus of the bill. 
It balances the needs of facilitating 
capital formation and, of course, pro-
tecting our small businesses, which are 
so critical and are the lifeblood of our 
country and the jobs in our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) 
for agreeing to these changes when this 
bill was marked up in committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate on this bill. 

H.R. 3382, SMALL ENTITY UPDATE ACT, AS REPORTED BY 
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES ON 
JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 
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Increases net direct spending in any of the 

four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold. 
H.R. 3382 would require the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to study its 
current definition of ‘‘small entity’’ under 
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) and re-
vise its rules based on the results of the 
study. Under current law, agencies subject to 
the RFA need to determine if their rules 
have a significant economic effect on small 
entities, including businesses, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and governmental jurisdictions. 
If so, agencies must consider alternatives 
that minimize that effect. 

Using information about the cost of simi-
lar provisions, CBO estimates that imple-
menting the bill would cost $2 million over 
the 2025–2030 period. CBO expects that the 
SEC would need about five employees, at an 
average annual cost of $330,000 for each em-
ployee, to carry out the study and amend the 
rules. Because the SEC is authorized to col-
lect fees each year to offset its annual appro-
priation, CBO expects that the net effect on 
discretionary spending over the 2025–2030 pe-
riod would be negligible, assuming appro-
priation actions consistent with that author-
ity. 

If the SEC increases fees to offset the costs 
associated with implementing the bill, H.R. 
3382 would increase the cost of an existing 
mandate on private entities required to pay 
those assessments. CBO estimates that the 
incremental cost of the mandate would be 
small and would fall well below the threshold 
established in the Unfunded Mandates Re-
form Act (UMRA) for private-sector man-
dates ($206 million in 2025, adjusted annually 
for inflation). 

H.R. 3382 contains no intergovernmental 
mandates as defined in UMRA. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Aurora Swanson (for federal costs) and 
Rachel Austin (for mandates). The estimate 
was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER), the chairwoman of our Sub-
committee on Capital Markets and the 
author of this bill. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 3351, the Improving Ac-
cess to Small Business Information 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, Representa-
tives KIM and GOTTHEIMER, for their 
work on this commonsense, bipartisan 
piece of legislation that will give 
Americans, small businesses, and en-
trepreneurs a stronger voice at the 
SEC. 

H.R. 3351 offers a straightforward so-
lution to empower the SEC’s Office of 
the Advocate for Small Business Cap-
ital Formation, the advocate, making 

it a more effective champion for Amer-
ican entrepreneurs. 

Mr. Speaker, I also rise today in sup-
port of my bill, H.R. 3382, the Small 
Entity Update Act. I thank my col-
leagues across the aisle, Congressmen 
CASTEN, HIMES, SCOTT, and TORRES, for 
their support of this impactful bipar-
tisan legislation. It ensures that the 
SEC fairly weighs in its rulemaking 
the regulatory burdens faced by small 
businesses. 

This bipartisan bill would direct the 
SEC to assess the costs of compliance 
for small and growing businesses, en-
suring that regulations placed on these 
businesses are not overly burdensome. 

Specifically, the bill would direct the 
Commission to conduct a study, fol-
lowed by a rulemaking consistent with 
the results of such study every 5 years, 
including defining the term ‘‘small en-
tity’’ under the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act. 

Simply put, small businesses can’t 
afford the extensive legal and regu-
latory expertise that large, multi-
national firms employ to comply with 
every regulation while still managing 
their operating costs. 

Recognizing that company sizes and 
market dynamics constantly evolve, 
my bill requires the SEC to update its 
definition of ‘‘small entity’’ every 5 
years. 

For our economy to flourish, Con-
gress and regulators must ensure that 
all policies consider their impact on 
America’s millions of small businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, by creating a more fo-
cused regulatory approach for small 
entities, the Small Entity Update Act 
will make it easier for entrepreneurs 
across the country to achieve the 
American Dream. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for this bill, H.R. 3382. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Again, I thank the gentlewoman 
from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for her 
leadership. I also thank the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), the chair-
man, for his leadership and friendship. 
I am very grateful. 

Small businesses make up the back-
bone of our Nation’s economy. Con-
gress and the SEC should do everything 
within their power to support small 
businesses and to ensure that the laws 
and rules they draft adequately take 
their capital needs into consideration. 

This bill gives small businesses a big-
ger say in how SEC rules and regula-
tions impact them and will allow them 
to continue to thrive. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in full support of 
Mrs. WAGNER’s work. This is exactly 
the kind of commonsense, bipartisan 

legislation that our constituents ex-
pect us to pass. To lower costs and en-
courage companies to be public is a 
good thing for our Nation. It will grow 
the economy faster. Companies can go 
public sooner in their growth period. 

Mr. Speaker, for all the reasons I 
have explained, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3382, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPROVING ACCESS TO SMALL 
BUSINESS INFORMATION ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3351) to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to specify that ac-
tions of the Advocate for Small Busi-
ness Capital Formation are not a col-
lection of information under the Paper-
work Reduction Act, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3351 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving 
Access to Small Business Information Act’’. 

SEC. 2. PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT REQUIRE-
MENTS EXEMPTIONS. 

Section 4(j) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78d(j)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(10) PRESERVATION OF INFORMATION COL-
LECTION BURDEN REVIEW.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Actions taken by the 
Advocate for Small Business Capital Forma-
tion under this subsection shall not be a ‘col-
lection of information’ for purposes of sub-
chapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A), the requirements under sub-
sections (c)(1), (c)(4), and (i) of section 3506 of 
title 44, United States Code, and section 
3507(a)(1)(A) of such title shall apply to ac-
tions taken by the Advocate for Small Busi-
ness Capital Formation under this sub-
section, except that the Commission shall 
not be required— 

‘‘(i) to submit a collection of information 
by the Advocate to the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, as referenced 
under section 3506(c)(1)(A) of such title; 

‘‘(ii) to display a control number on a col-
lection of information by the Advocate, as 
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described under section 3506(c)(1)(B)(i) of 
such title (or to inform a person receiving a 
collection of information from the Advocate 
that the collection of information needs to 
display a control number, as described under 
section 3506(c)(1)(B)(iii)(V) of such title); or 

‘‘(iii) to indicate a collection of informa-
tion by the Advocate is in accordance with 
the clearance requirements of section 3507 of 
such title, as described under section 
3506(c)(1)(B)(ii) of such title.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3351, the Improving Access to 
Small Business Information Act. 

The SEC’s Office of the Advocate for 
Small Business Capital Formation is a 
vital tool for small businesses and en-
trepreneurs. The advocate hears first-
hand from businessowners about the 
real-world issues that they are facing 
when raising capital. 

Outdated regulations make it more 
difficult than it needs to be. Our cur-
rent laws can trigger the full weight of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act when the 
advocate’s intention is to simply col-
lect feedback from these small busi-
nesses. That is simply bureaucratic 
overreach run amok. 

Mrs. KIM’s bill provides a simple and 
practical fix. It clarifies that the advo-
cate’s outreach activities are not sub-
ject to the Paperwork Reduction Act’s 
requirements. Removing these unnec-
essary burdens will strengthen the ad-
vocate’s ability to shape policy based 
on real-world business experience. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Paperwork Reduc-
tion Act mandates all Federal agencies 
receive approval before putting forth a 
paper form or survey that will impose 
an information collection burden on 
the general public. 

Although well-intentioned, the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act often prevents 

Federal agencies like the SEC from ob-
taining data from the public. This is 
the very data that assists the agencies 
in carrying out their missions. 

This bill streamlines the ability of 
the SEC’s Office of the Advocate for 
Small Business Capital Formation to 
carry out its mission by exempting it 
from the requirements of the act in the 
same way the SEC’s Office of the Inves-
tor Advocate is exempted. In effect, it 
enables the small business advocate to 
properly do its job by providing it with 
the information and data it needs to 
draft regulations that actually help 
small businesses raise capital without 
imposing costly demands. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. KIM) for 
her bipartisan leadership, her friend-
ship, and all she does. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this impor-
tant bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate for this bill. 

H.R. 3351, IMPROVING ACCESS TO SMALL BUSINESS IN-
FORMATION ACT, AS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COM-
MITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES ON JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? No. 
H.R. 3351 would exempt the Office of the 

Advocate for Small Business Capital Forma-
tion within the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) from most provisions of 
the Paperwork Reduction Act. The bill 
would not affect requirements to estimate 
the burden of collecting information, verify 
that its collection is necessary, and ensure 
that people providing information are in-
formed about how it will be used. Under the 
bill, the office would no longer be required to 
seek or obtain approval from the Office of 
Management and Budget to collect informa-
tion or announce such collections in the Fed-
eral Register. 

The exemption under the bill could reduce 
the SEC’s costs by an insignificant amount 
each year. Because the SEC is authorized to 
collect fees each year to offset its annual ap-
propriation, CBO expects that the agency 
would adjust fees to match lower operating 
costs. On that basis, CBO estimates that the 

net effect on discretionary spending over the 
2025–2030 period would be negligible, assum-
ing appropriation actions consistent with 
that authority. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed 
by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of 
Budget Analysis.2 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM), a distinguished Member from 
California and the author of this im-
portant legislation. 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman for yielding time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
bill, H.R. 3351, the Improving Access to 
Small Business Information Act. 

Orange County, which I am proud to 
represent, is home to over 100,000 small 
businesses. It takes grit, perseverance, 
and commitment for entrepreneurs to 
make an idea into a reality. 

To help with some of those chal-
lenges facing small businesses, the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission cre-
ated an Office of the Advocate for 
Small Business Capital Formation. 

Each year, the Office of the Advocate 
for Small Business Capital Formation 
hosts events across the country, in-
cluding California. 

b 1700 

These events aim to support small 
businesses and better understand the 
issues that they face in raising funds. 
Unfortunately, burdensome regulations 
often prevent the advocate from asking 
the right type of questions. 

The former director of the Office of 
the Advocate for Small Business Cap-
ital Formation, Ms. Martha Miller, 
said that: The office went through a 
yearlong process just to collect reg-
istration information for our annual 
forum and ask a few basic questions to 
understand the audience attending. 

The unfortunate truth is that regula-
tions handicap us from understanding 
the needs of small businesses. 

My bill is very simple. The legisla-
tion would specify that activities like 
conducting field surveys carried out by 
the Office of the Advocate for Small 
Business Capital Formation are not a 
collection of information under the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act. 

Currently, OMB’s approval process is 
prolonged and bureaucratic, which 
delays feedback collection from small 
businesses and their investors. Pre-
venting these delays will enable the ad-
vocate to gather more effective and 
timely data. 

The better information that the ad-
vocate can gather, the better the SEC 
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can respond, and the better off our 
small businesses will be. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
GOTTHEIMER for working with me on 
this commonsense legislation, and I 
urge my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle to support H.R. 3351. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, which will reduce the paper-
work burden on SEC staff and, there-
fore, their ability to advocate for the 
needs of small businesses within the 
agency’s rulemaking and regulatory 
process. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons I have 
explained, I support Mrs. KIM’s com-
monsense bill. I think it makes it bet-
ter for everyone involved if we have 
easier access to the information we 
need to streamline policy and make it 
easier for our small businesses to raise 
the capital that they need to be suc-
cessful. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3351, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

GREENLIGHTING GROWTH ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3343) to amend the Federal 
securities laws to specify the periods 
for which financial statements are re-
quired to be provided by an emerging 
growth company, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3343 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Greenlighting 
Growth Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINANCIAL STATEMENT REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENTS FOR EMERGING 
GROWTH COMPANIES. 

(a) SECURITIES ACT OF 1933.—Section 7(a)(2) 
of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 77g(a)(2)) 
is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as sub-
paragraph (C); and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

‘‘(B) need not present acquired company fi-
nancial statements or information otherwise re-
quired under section 210.3–05 or section 210.8–04 
of title 17, Code of Federal Regulations, or any 
successor thereto, for any period prior to the 
earliest audited period of the emerging growth 
company presented in connection with its initial 
public offering and, thereafter, in no event shall 
an issuer that was an emerging growth company 
but is no longer an emerging growth company be 
required to present financial statements of the 
issuer (or acquired company financial state-
ments or information otherwise required under 
section 210.3–05 or section 210.8–04 of title 17, 
Code of Federal Regulations, or any successor 
thereto) for any period prior to the earliest au-
dited period of the emerging growth company 
presented in connection with its initial public 
offering; and’’. 

(b) SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934.—Sec-
tion 12(b)(1)(K) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78l(b)(1)(K)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘firm’’ and inserting ‘‘firm, provided 
that the application of an emerging growth com-
pany need not present acquired company finan-
cial statements or information otherwise re-
quired under section 210.3–05 or section 210.8–04 
of title 17, Code of Federal Regulations, or any 
successor thereto, for any period prior to the 
earliest audited period of the emerging growth 
company presented in connection with its appli-
cation and, thereafter, in no event shall an 
issuer that was an emerging growth company 
but is no longer an emerging growth company be 
required to present financial statements of the 
issuer (or acquired company financial state-
ments or information otherwise required under 
section 210.3–05 or section 210.8–04 of title 17, 
Code of Federal Regulations, or any successor 
thereto) for any period prior to the earliest au-
dited period of the emerging growth company 
presented in connection with any application 
under this subsection’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3343, the Greenlighting Growth 
Act. 

Currently, title 1 of the JOBS Act al-
lows emerging growth companies, 
EGCs, to provide 2 years of audited fi-
nancial statements rather than 3 years 
in an initial public offering registra-
tion statement. However, there are ex-
ceptions that cause confusion. 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS’ bill provides clar-
ity to title 1 by directing that current 
and former EGCs do not need to pro-
vide financial statements for a period 
earlier than the 2 years of audited fi-
nancial statements required during the 
EGC’s initial public offering. 

This will increase efficiency and 
eliminate situations where emerging 
growth companies were unexpectedly 
required to provide more extensive dis-
closures than necessary. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a special accommo-
dation for their smaller size and to re-
duce their regulatory burden, emerging 
growth companies, known as EGCs, are 
typically only required to provide 2 
years of audited financials when they 
first go public. Other public companies, 
on the other hand, are required to pro-
vide 3 years of audited financials when 
they go public. In some situations, an 
EGC must provide 3 years of financials, 
such as an EGC acquiring another com-
pany or conducting a follow-on offering 
after its IPO. 

This bill will eliminate this regu-
latory hurdle by ensuring EGCs only 
need to provide 2 years, not 3, of au-
dited financials across the board, 
whether for an IPO, an acquisition, or 
a follow-on offering. 

This bipartisan legislation will fur-
ther reduce the burden on EGCs trying 
to raise capital, cutting red tape and 
burdensome regulations to help un-
leash economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bipartisan bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS), the author of this 
important bill and our committee ma-
jority whip. 

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for his leadership 
on this and for the opportunity to 
present today. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
to ask my colleagues to support H.R. 
3343, the Greenlighting Growth Act, a 
bill which I introduced with the sub-
committee chair, Ms. WAGNER. 

This bill will make business easier 
for small companies right here in 
America. That is something we all 
agree on. Too often, regulations make 
it harder than it should be, especially 
for entrepreneurs and emerging busi-
nesses trying to make the next step. 

In 2012, Congress worked to fix that 
problem, passing the JOBS Act to cre-
ate a more affordable path for smaller 
companies to go public, raise capital, 
and fuel the next wave of American in-
novation, but there is a problem. After 
going public, these same companies 
can get hit with extra paperwork if 
they try to grow through acquisitions. 

The current law undermines the in-
centives that the JOBS Act set up, so 
we look to change it with H.R. 3343. 
The bill fixes the problem and keeps 
the rule simple and consistent so that 
small companies can focus on growing, 
not growing government paperwork. 
That means more companies will go 
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public, raise capital, grow, and create 
jobs. 

That was the goal of the JOBS Act, 
and that is what this bill will accom-
plish. Small businesses shouldn’t be 
punished for success. They should be 
encouraged to grow, build, hire, and do 
that right here in the good old USA. 

This is a simple, targeted fix with a 
big impact. It cuts red tape and keeps 
America’s capital markets open and 
accessible for the next generation of 
job creators. 

Let’s green-light growth. Let’s pass 
this bill and keep America’s strong 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
3343. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, when emerging growth 
companies were created during the bi-
partisan JOBS Act nearly a decade ago, 
the goal was to make it easier for new 
companies to access capital with less 
red tape while still ensuring their in-
vestors have critical disclosures. 

b 1710 
This bill ensures that EGCs are treat-

ed consistently by balancing the need 
for financial transparency while also 
ensuring burdensome regulations are 
not so high that it stifles innovation 
and hinders growth. 

I thank Mr. HARIDOPOLOS for his bi-
partisan leadership on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, for the reasons that Mr. 
HARIDOPOLOS so eloquently argued, I 
ask all my colleagues to support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3343, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL SENIOR INVESTOR 
INITIATIVE ACT OF 2025 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1469) to create an interdivi-
sional taskforce at the Securities and 
Exchange Commission for senior inves-
tors, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1469 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Senior 
Investor Initiative Act of 2025’’ or the ‘‘Senior 
Security Act of 2025’’. 

SEC. 2. SENIOR INVESTOR TASKFORCE. 
Section 4 of the Securities Exchange Act of 

1934 (15 U.S.C. 78d) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(l) SENIOR INVESTOR TASKFORCE.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

within the Commission the Senior Investor 
Taskforce (in this subsection referred to as the 
‘Taskforce’). 

‘‘(2) DIRECTOR OF THE TASKFORCE.—The head 
of the Taskforce shall be the Director, who 
shall— 

‘‘(A) report directly to the Chairman; and 
‘‘(B) be appointed by the Chairman, in con-

sultation with the Commission, from among in-
dividuals— 

‘‘(i) currently employed by the Commission or 
from outside of the Commission; and 

‘‘(ii) having experience in advocating for the 
interests of senior investors. 

‘‘(3) STAFFING.—The Chairman shall ensure 
that— 

‘‘(A) the Taskforce is staffed sufficiently to 
carry out fully the requirements of this sub-
section; and 

‘‘(B) such staff shall include individuals from 
the Division of Enforcement, Office of Compli-
ance Inspections and Examinations, and Office 
of Investor Education and Advocacy. 

‘‘(4) NO COMPENSATION FOR MEMBERS OF 
TASKFORCE.—All members of the Taskforce ap-
pointed under paragraph (2) or (3) shall serve 
without compensation in addition to that re-
ceived for their services as officers or employees 
of the United States. 

‘‘(5) MINIMIZING DUPLICATION OF EFFORTS.— 
In organizing and staffing the Taskforce, the 
Chairman shall take such actions as may be 
necessary to minimize the duplication of efforts 
within the divisions and offices described under 
paragraph (3)(B) and any other divisions, of-
fices, or taskforces of the Commission. 

‘‘(6) FUNCTIONS OF THE TASKFORCE.—The 
Taskforce shall— 

‘‘(A) identify challenges that senior investors 
encounter, including problems associated with 
financial exploitation and cognitive decline; 

‘‘(B) identify areas in which senior investors 
would benefit from changes in the regulations of 
the Commission or the rules of self-regulatory 
organizations; 

‘‘(C) coordinate, as appropriate, with other of-
fices within the Commission, other taskforces 
that may be established within the Commission, 
self-regulatory organizations, and the Elder Jus-
tice Coordinating Council; and 

‘‘(D) consult, as appropriate, with State secu-
rities and law enforcement authorities, State in-
surance regulators, and other Federal agencies. 

‘‘(7) REPORT.—The Taskforce, in coordina-
tion, as appropriate, with the Office of the In-
vestor Advocate and self-regulatory organiza-
tions, and in consultation, as appropriate, with 
State securities and law enforcement authori-
ties, State insurance regulators, and Federal 
agencies, shall issue a report every 2 years to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs and the Special Committee on Aging of 
the Senate and the Committee on Financial 
Services of the House of Representatives, the 
first of which shall not be issued until after the 
report described in section 3 of the National 
Senior Investor Initiative Act of 2025 has been 
issued and considered by the Taskforce, con-
taining— 

‘‘(A) appropriate statistical information and 
full and substantive analysis; 

‘‘(B) a summary of recent trends and innova-
tions that have impacted the investment land-
scape for senior investors; 

‘‘(C) a summary of regulatory initiatives that 
have concentrated on senior investors and in-
dustry practices related to senior investors; 

‘‘(D) key observations, best practices, and 
areas needing improvement, involving senior in-
vestors identified during examinations, enforce-
ment actions, and investor education outreach; 

‘‘(E) a summary of the most serious issues en-
countered by senior investors, including issues 
involving financial products and services; 

‘‘(F) an analysis with regard to existing poli-
cies and procedures of brokers, dealers, invest-
ment advisers, and other market participants re-
lated to senior investors and senior investor-re-
lated topics and whether these policies and pro-
cedures need to be further developed or refined; 

‘‘(G) recommendations for such changes to the 
regulations, guidance, and orders of the Com-
mission and self-regulatory organizations and 
such legislative actions as may be appropriate to 
resolve problems encountered by senior inves-
tors; and 

‘‘(H) any other information, as determined ap-
propriate by the Director of the Taskforce. 

‘‘(8) REQUEST FOR REPORTS.—The Taskforce 
shall make any report issued under paragraph 
(7) available to a Member of Congress who re-
quests such a report. 

‘‘(9) SUNSET.—The Taskforce shall terminate 
after the end of the 10-year period beginning on 
the date of the enactment of this subsection. 

‘‘(10) SENIOR INVESTOR DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘senior investor’ means an in-
vestor over the age of 65. 

‘‘(11) USE OF EXISTING FUNDS.—The Commis-
sion shall use existing funds to carry out this 
subsection.’’. 
SEC. 3. GAO STUDY. 

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall submit to 
Congress and the Senior Investor Taskforce the 
results of a study of financial exploitation of 
senior citizens. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The study required under sub-
section (a) shall include information with re-
spect to— 

(1) economic costs of the financial exploitation 
of senior citizens— 

(A) associated with losses by victims that were 
incurred as a result of the financial exploitation 
of senior citizens; 

(B) incurred by State and Federal agencies, 
law enforcement and investigatory agencies, 
public benefit programs, public health programs, 
and other public programs as a result of the fi-
nancial exploitation of senior citizens; 

(C) incurred by the private sector as a result 
of the financial exploitation of senior citizens; 
and 

(D) any other relevant costs that— 
(i) result from the financial exploitation of 

senior citizens; and 
(ii) the Comptroller General determines are 

necessary and appropriate to include in order to 
provide Congress and the public with a full and 
accurate understanding of the economic costs 
resulting from the financial exploitation of sen-
ior citizens in the United States; 

(2) frequency of senior financial exploitation 
and correlated or contributing factors— 

(A) information about percentage of senior 
citizens financially exploited each year; and 

(B) information about factors contributing to 
increased risk of exploitation, including such 
factors as race, social isolation, income, net 
worth, religion, region, occupation, education, 
home-ownership, illness, and loss of spouse; and 

(3) policy responses and reporting of senior fi-
nancial exploitation— 

(A) the degree to which financial exploitation 
of senior citizens unreported to authorities; 

(B) the reasons that financial exploitation 
may be unreported to authorities; 

(C) to the extent that suspected elder financial 
exploitation is currently being reported— 

(i) information regarding which Federal, 
State, and local agencies are receiving reports, 
including adult protective services, law enforce-
ment, industry, regulators, and professional li-
censing boards; 

(ii) information regarding what information is 
being collected by such agencies; and 

(iii) information regarding the actions that 
are taken by such agencies upon receipt of the 
report and any limits on the agencies’ ability to 
prevent exploitation, such as jurisdictional lim-
its, a lack of expertise, resource challenges, or 
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limiting criteria with regard to the types of vic-
tims they are permitted to serve; 

(D) an analysis of gaps that may exist in em-
powering Federal, State, and local agencies to 
prevent senior exploitation or respond effec-
tively to suspected senior financial exploitation; 
and 

(E) an analysis of the legal hurdles that pre-
vent Federal, State, and local agencies from ef-
fectively partnering with each other and private 
professionals to effectively respond to senior fi-
nancial exploitation. 

(c) SENIOR CITIZEN DEFINED.—In section, the 
term ‘‘senior citizen’’ means an individual over 
the age of 65. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1469, the Senior Security Act. 

According to the FBI, over 100,000 
seniors fell victim to fraud and exploi-
tation just last year. Their total losses 
were over $3 billion. Just last year, a 
senior citizen from my home State fell 
victim to an investment scam and lost 
over $5 million of his life savings. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER’s good bill addresses 
this issue head-on by establishing a 
dedicated senior investor task force 
within the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. They will monitor trends 
and threats and recommend policy 
changes aimed at protecting our sen-
iors from financial exploitation. 

This bill has enjoyed broad bipar-
tisan support in prior Congresses. It 
helps ensure that our older investors 
are not left vulnerable in an increas-
ingly complex marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, in this Congress, as in 
previous Congresses, I introduced the 
Senior Security Act to protect vulner-
able seniors from fraudsters who seek 
to take financial advantage of them. 
We are bringing it again this Congress 
and working very closely with Mrs. 
WAGNER. I am grateful for her leader-
ship, as well as the chairman’s leader-
ship, and as well as the ranking mem-
ber who has been very supportive. 

Millions of seniors across the coun-
try, including my own mother—blessed 
memory—have been the victims of fi-
nancial scams, and far too many have 
been cheated out of their retirement 

savings. It is appalling. It is offensive, 
and it is unacceptable. 

Senior scams have more than doubled 
since 2020. These senior scams cost 
older Americans more than $36 billion 
a year, with the average victim losing 
$34,000 from these crimes annually, not 
to mention the pain you can’t put a 
dollar amount on. What is worse is 
that the majority of cases of elder ex-
ploitation are not reported. 

We are here today to do something 
about it by passing my Senior Security 
Act to help protect American seniors 
from these shameless criminals. 

This bipartisan legislation will cre-
ate a senior investor task force in the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
that will be a cop on the beat ensuring 
we do everything possible to stop huck-
sters from scamming our seniors. 
Every 2 years the task force will also 
submit a report to Congress outlining 
trends and innovations, including 
robocalls and voice spoofing and all the 
developments in artificial intelligence 
that are impacting seniors to help us 
stay ahead of changes in financial 
scams. 

We must protect our seniors from 
having their hard-earned retirement 
savings stolen right out from under 
them, as the chairman just mentioned, 
in his own State. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense, bipartisan 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate for this bill. 

H.R. 1469, SENIOR SECURITY ACT OF 2025 AS REPORTED 
BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 
ON JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, 
millions of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold. 
H.R. 1469 would require the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to establish and 
administer a task force to identify chal-
lenges faced by senior investors, coordinate 
commission activities with respect to senior 
investors, and consult with state securities 
and law enforcement authorities and insur-
ance regulators. The task force would be re-
quired to report to the Congress every two 
years on its activities. The bill also would di-
rect the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO) to report to the Congress and the task 
force on the financial exploitation of senior 
citizens. 

Using information from the SEC, CBO esti-
mates that implementing H.R. 1469 would 
cost $8 million over the 2025–2030 period. CBO 
expects that the SEC would need five em-
ployees, at an average annual cost of $330,000 
for each employee, to administer the task 
force and report to the Congress. Because the 
SEC is authorized to collect fees each year to 
offset its annual appropriation, CBO expects 
that the net effect on discretionary spending 
over the 2025–2030 period would be negligible, 
assuming appropriation actions consistent 
with that authority. CBO estimates that the 
GAO report would cost less than $500,000; any 
related spending would be subject to the 
availability of appropriated funds. 

If the SEC increased fees to offset the costs 
for rulemaking as required by the bill, H.R. 
1469 would increase the cost of an existing 
mandate as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA) on private enti-
ties required to pay those fees. CBO esti-
mates that the incremental cost of the man-
date would be small and would fall well 
below the annual threshold for private-sector 
mandates established in UMRA ($206 million 
in 2025, adjusted annually for inflation). 

The bill would not impose any intergovern-
mental mandates. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Aurora Swanson (for federal costs) and 
Lucy Mallet (for mandates). The estimate 
was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER), who is our chairwoman of 
the Capital Markets Subcommittee. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1469, the Senior Security Act. I thank 
my colleague, Representative 
GOTTHEIMER, for his work on this vital 
piece of bipartisan legislation that will 
strengthen protections for senior inves-
tors. I am proud to be the co-lead of 
this bill. 

Fraud and exploitation jeopardize the 
integrity of our capital markets. When 
this illicit activity specifically targets 
senior investors, it poses an even grav-
er threat, impacting those who often 
rely most on their investments. 

According to the FBI, in 2023, senior 
investors fell victim to scams and 
fraud totaling over $3.4 billion in 
losses, an increase of approximately 11 
percent from the year prior. 

The Senior Security Act is designed 
to reinforce and enhance our safe-
guards protecting senior investors from 
financial fraud and abuse. 

H.R. 1469 creates the senior investor 
task force within the Securities and 
Exchange Commission which is tasked 
with reporting on industry trends and 
challenges impacting investors over 
the age of 65. The task force will also 
make recommendations for changes to 
existing legislation and regulations to 
address the unique issues faced by our 
senior investors. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1469 has received 
strong bipartisan support in the past, 
passing by suspension in the last three 
Congresses. It remains a commonsense 
solution to ensure that senior investors 
receive adequate protection against 
fraud and exploitation. 
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Again, I thank Mr. GOTTHEIMER for 

his work on this bill and his partner-
ship on other efforts to protect senior 
investors, including my Financial Ex-
ploitation Prevention Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1469. 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Senior scams, as we have discussed, 
and as Mrs. WAGNER just pointed out, 
have exploded over the last decades. 
With new technologies like artificial 
intelligence, these scams are becoming 
and will continue to be ever more prev-
alent in the years ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleague 
to support this bill which will allow 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion to better understand and respond 
to this growing crisis. 

I thank Mrs. WAGNER for her partner-
ship on this bipartisan legislation, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I thank my friend from New Jersey 
for this excellent bill. I know that Con-
gress has consensus on it, and I hope 
that in this Congress it becomes law. I 
have spent a good part of my career 
both in commercial banking, invest-
ment management, and investment 
brokerage, and all through that time, 
the protection of our seniors was top of 
mind by leaders in all those enter-
prises. Yet, we still have this terrible 
problem across our country. 

I think having this point person at 
the SEC will make it more responsive, 
more effective, do better training, and 
take better planning actions to protect 
our seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from 
New Jersey and Mrs. WAGNER for their 
leadership, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1469, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 
INVESTORS ACT OF 2025 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3339) to require certification 
examinations for accredited investors, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3339 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Equal Oppor-
tunity for All Investors Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. CERTIFICATION EXAMINATIONS FOR AC-

CREDITED INVESTORS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall revise 

the definition of ‘‘accredited investor’’ under 

Regulation D (section 230.500 et seq. of title 17, 
Code of Federal Regulations) to include any 
natural person who is certified through the ex-
amination required under subsection (b). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF EXAMINATION.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Commission shall establish an 
examination (including a test, certification, or 
examination program)— 

(1) to certify an individual as an accredited 
investor; and 

(2) that— 
(A) is designed with an appropriate level of 

difficulty such that an individual with financial 
sophistication would be unlikely to fail; and 

(B) includes methods to determine whether an 
individual seeking to be certified as an accred-
ited investor demonstrates competency with re-
spect to— 

(i) the different types of securities; 
(ii) the disclosure requirements under the se-

curities laws applicable to issuers and offerings 
of securities exempt from registration under sec-
tion 5 of the Securities Act of 1933 as compared 
to issuers and offerings of securities subject to 
such section 5; 

(iii) corporate governance; 
(iv) financial statements and the components 

of such statements; 
(v) aspects of unregistered securities, securi-

ties issued by private companies, and invest-
ments into private funds, including risks associ-
ated with— 

(I) limited liquidity; 
(II) limited disclosures; 
(III) subjectivity and variability in valuations 

and the analytical tools investors may use to as-
sess such valuations; 

(IV) information asymmetry; 
(V) leverage risks; 
(VI) concentration risk; and 
(VII) longer investment horizons; 
(vi) potential conflicts of interest, when the 

interests of financial professionals and their cli-
ents are misaligned or when their professional 
responsibilities may be in conflict with financial 
motivations; and 

(vii) such other criteria as the Commission de-
termines necessary or appropriate in the public 
interest or for the protection of investors. 

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—Beginning not later 
than 180 days after the date the examination is 
established under subsection (b), such examina-
tion shall be administered and offered free of 
charge to the public by a registered national se-
curities association under section 15A of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78o–3). 

(d) COMMISSION DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3339, the Equal Opportunity for 
All Investors Act. 

The accredited investor definition is 
severely outdated. While its intention 

is to protect investors, its overly broad 
definition excludes millions of Ameri-
cans who are experienced and knowl-
edgeable enough to invest in private 
markets. 

Wealth alone should not be the sole 
determinant as to who can invest in 
these markets. My friend from Ne-
braska, Representative FLOOD’s bill, 
provides a merit-based alternative by 
the establishment of an exam that al-
lows individuals to qualify as accred-
ited investors by demonstrating their 
understanding of investments and pri-
vate markets. 

This is a smart, commonsense mod-
ernization of these outdated rules that 
provides a meaningful step towards 
making private markets more acces-
sible. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to join me in 
supporting this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

b 1720 
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, in both this Congress 

and last, I have been particularly out-
spoken about the risks of retail inves-
tors investing in private securities. 
Amongst other things, private securi-
ties lack sufficient transparency, have 
longer lock-up periods, and are much 
more volatile and less liquid than their 
public counterparts. It is critical that 
anyone who invests in these risky as-
sets have sufficient knowledge of those 
risks. 

Currently, companies, or the brokers 
they hire, can only solicit these ‘‘in-
vestment opportunities’’ to individuals 
who have been deemed to be accredited 
investors. This definition is currently 
based on a person’s income and net 
worth, meaning only those making a 
certain amount of money or possessing 
a big enough bank account have access 
to them. Anyone can tell you that just 
because you have a lot of money, that 
doesn’t make you knowledgeable about 
the markets. Knowledge is the key 
here, and the definition needs to be re-
vised to center around this core con-
cept of knowledge and expertise. 

The committee has heard from inves-
tors who want to invest their own 
money in some of these risky and il-
liquid investments and don’t want to 
be barred from investing just because 
they don’t meet the wealth or income 
tests. 

The Equal Opportunity for All Inves-
tors Act addresses this problem by al-
lowing an individual to qualify as an 
accredited investor if they pass an 
exam that ensures they are properly 
versed in the risks of investing in the 
private markets. 

With this change, ordinary investors 
who want to invest in private securi-
ties can now do so, assuming they pass 
the test, which would establish that 
they are keenly aware of the specific 
pitfalls related to high-risk and illiquid 
securities, as well as the conflicts of in-
terest presented when financial profes-
sionals try to sell them these products. 
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Last year, committee Democrats 

worked with Former Chairman 
McHenry and my colleague Mr. FLOOD 
to ensure that this test contained spe-
cific, robust elements, elements that 
the Republican witnesses at previous 
Financial Services hearings talked 
about when discussing how they teach 
and mentor their budding investors. 

I am so glad that the Financial Serv-
ices Committee agreed to make the 
test available free of charge to anyone 
who is willing and able to go through 
the rigor. 

Finally, I thank Mr. FLOOD, my col-
league from across the aisle, for work-
ing with the committee Democrats on 
a bill that ensures that the SEC is ap-
propriately overseeing this exam proc-
ess. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the record the CBO estimate 
for this bill. 

H.R. 3339, EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL INVESTORS ACT 
OF 2025, AS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES ON JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold. 
H.R. 3339 would require the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to develop an 
exam and certify people who pass as ‘‘accred-
ited investors,’’ which would allow them to 
make investments for which they are not 
currently eligible. Under current law, ac-
credited investors are defined as people or 
entities with sufficient financial sophistica-
tion and resources to sustain the risk of loss, 
including banks, broker-dealers, and invest-
ment companies. Accredited investors may 
participate in investment opportunities not 
available to nonaccredited investors, such as 
purchasing securities that are exempt from 
registration with the SEC. 

Based on the cost of similar provisions, 
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 3339 
would cost $1 million in both 2026 and 2027. 
CBO expects that the SEC would need three 
employees, at an average annual cost of 
$330,000 for each employee, to establish the 
examination and amend the current rules on 
accredited investors. Because the SEC is au-
thorized to collect fees each year to offset its 
annual appropriation, CBO expects that the 
net effect on discretionary spending over the 
2025–2030 period would be negligible, assum-
ing appropriation actions consistent with 
that authority. 

If the SEC increases annual fees to offset 
the costs of implementing provisions of H.R. 

3339, it would increase the costs of an exist-
ing private-sector mandate on entities re-
quired to pay those fees. CBO estimates that 
the incremental cost of the mandate would 
be small and would fall well below the an-
nual threshold established in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) for private- 
sector mandates ($206 million in 2025, ad-
justed annually for inflation). 

The bill contains no intergovernmental 
mandates. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Aurora Swanson (for federal costs) and 
Rachel Austin (for mandates). The estimate 
was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
FLOOD), the author of this important 
bill. 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman HILL and Ranking Member 
WATERS for their support. I also thank 
my co-lead on this bill, Congressman 
CLEO FIELDS, for all of his work. 

The Equal Opportunity for All Inves-
tors Act would expand the accredited 
investor definition to include individ-
uals that are certified through an exam 
written by the SEC and administered 
by FINRA. 

Accredited investors are individuals 
that are allowed to participate in in-
vestment opportunities that are not 
generally available to the broader pub-
lic, like private offerings. 

Most current pathways to becoming 
an accredited investor are based on 
your balance sheet, your wealth, and 
your income. This bill changes and 
opens up a brand-new pathway allow-
ing for investors’ knowledge to be the 
determining factor in whether they are 
able to become an accredited investor. 

In my view, wealth alone is not a 
particularly strong judge of whether 
someone should be an accredited inves-
tor or not. A better one is whether 
someone has the knowledge to accu-
rately weigh the benefits and risks of 
private offerings. 

In 2020, the SEC started allowing pro-
fessional investors with credentials 
like a Series 65 or a Series 7 to become 
accredited investors. This was a very 
helpful step forward, but licensing re-
quirements for brokers and investment 
advisers go beyond what is needed to 
properly weigh the risks of private of-
ferings for an individual’s personal fi-
nances. 

Following the principle that merit, 
not just wealth, should guide who can 
become an accredited investor, an 
exam specifically written to determine 
the sophistication of investors is a nat-
ural next step. 

The examination created by this bill 
is meant to strike the right balance be-
tween rigorously testing for sophistica-
tion and not being set to such a dif-
ficult standard that even an intelligent 
investor could not pass it. 

This bill is a commonsense, bipar-
tisan product that will expand oppor-
tunity in our capital markets. I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Delaware, (Ms. MCBRIDE.) 

Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to rise as a co-lead of the Equal 
Opportunity for All Investors Act with 
my Republican colleague Representa-
tive FLOOD from the great State of Ne-
braska. 

Our bill will unlock capital for entre-
preneurs and small business owners 
who have been left out for far too long. 

Current law allows only millionaires 
to invest in the markets that fuel 
small businesses, shutting out count-
less Americans, especially women, vet-
erans, and people of color, based on 
wealth, not knowledge. 

Our bill addresses this by creating an 
exam to assess your ability to under-
stand financial risk when investing in 
private markets, enabling a more di-
verse group of people to invest respon-
sibly, regardless of their net worth. 

This legislation creates a new path 
for capital to reach more hands. In my 
State, the Delaware Black Chamber of 
Commerce has told me that the legisla-
tion would help close the capital gap 
for diverse businessowners. Small busi-
ness leaders say that it is not lack of 
ideas but a lack of capital that holds 
them back. 

This bill opens up new sources of 
funding from a pool of investors more 
reflective of the community so that 
these founders can turn their vision 
into jobs and economic growth. 

I urge all my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this commonsense, bipartisan 
legislation today. I thank Representa-
tive FLOOD, Chair HILL, and Ranking 
Member WATERS for their leadership. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Compared to investing in publicly 
traded securities, private securities 
contain lots of risks. They are less liq-
uid, harder to value, and are more vola-
tile than their public counterparts. It 
is, therefore, essential that anyone in-
vesting in these products fully under-
stand the risks involved, just as pro-
spective drivers must pass a written 
test displaying they understand the 
rules and dangers of the road before 
they are given access to a car. 

This bill puts that commonsense 
principle into practice by creating an 
SEC-administered test investors can 
take if they want to invest in private 
securities. 

In doing so, we adequately balance 
investor protection while providing 
folks with sufficient freedom to do 
what they please with their hard- 
earned dollars. I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

b 1730 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time. 
Mr. Speaker, for all the reasons that 

I have identified, changes need to be 
made in the credit investor rule. After 
40 years, I think the changes proposed 
by the gentleman from Nebraska are 
solid. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3508 July 21, 2025 
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3339, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENHANCING MULTI-CLASS SHARE 
DISCLOSURES ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3357) to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to require issuers 
with a multi-class stock structure to 
make certain disclosures in any proxy 
or consent solicitation material, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3357 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Enhancing 
Multi-Class Share Disclosures Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DISCLOSURE RELATING TO MULTI-CLASS 

SHARE STRUCTURES. 
Section 14 of the Securities Exchange Act of 

1934 (15 U.S.C. 78n) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(l) DISCLOSURE RELATING TO MULTI-CLASS 
SHARE STRUCTURES.— 

‘‘(1) DISCLOSURE.—The Commission shall, by 
rule, require each issuer with a multi-class share 
structure to disclose the information described 
in paragraph (2) in any proxy or consent solici-
tation material for an annual meeting of the 
shareholders of the issuer, or any other filing as 
the Commission determines appropriate. 

‘‘(2) CONTENT OF DISCLOSURE.—A disclosure 
made under paragraph (1) shall include, with 
respect to each person who is a director, director 
nominee, or named executive officer of the 
issuer, or who is the beneficial owner of securi-
ties with 5 percent or more of the total combined 
voting power of all classes of securities entitled 
to vote in the election of directors— 

‘‘(A) the number of shares of all classes of se-
curities entitled to vote in the election of direc-
tors beneficially owned by such person, ex-
pressed as a percentage of the total number of 
the outstanding securities of the issuer entitled 
to vote in the election of directors; and 

‘‘(B) the amount of voting power held by such 
person, expressed as a percentage of the total 
combined voting power of all classes of the secu-
rities of the issuer entitled to vote in the election 
of directors. 

‘‘(3) MULTI-CLASS SHARE STRUCTURE.—In this 
subsection, the term ‘multi-class share structure’ 
means a capitalization structure that contains 2 
or more types of securities that have differing 
amounts of voting rights in the election of direc-
tors.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 3357, the Enhancing Multi-Class 
Share Disclosures Act. 

Mr. Speaker, multiclass structures 
have existed in American capital mar-
kets for many decades, helping found-
ers retain control of their companies 
without holding a majority of the eco-
nomic interest. These structures are 
important for certain business models, 
like family businesses, but they also 
raise questions about transparency and 
shareholder rights. 

Since this information is not re-
quired to be disclosed, shareholders 
might not always understand how con-
trol is concentrated within a public 
company. 

Mr. MEEKS’ bill rightsizes this issue 
by requiring companies to provide 
clear information about voting power, 
especially where insiders or significant 
shareholders hold outsized influence. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. MEEKS’ bill closes 
documented gaps around multiclass 
governance structures. Multiclass gov-
ernance structures are those where cor-
porate insiders or beneficial owners re-
tain an outsized amount of voting 
power relative to their shares. 

These structures, while they may add 
value, pose significant risk, making 
transparency ever more important for 
investors. Specifically, these struc-
tures pose significant risks for inves-
tors, including limiting investors’ abil-
ity to influence management, direct 
strategy, and hold misaligned boards 
accountable. 

Under current rules, the difference 
between a corporate insider’s voting 
power and their ownership interest, re-
gardless of how large that gap may be, 
is often disclosed in ways that are dif-
ficult for an ordinary investor to com-
prehend. 

Accordingly, the SEC Investor Advi-
sory Committee recommended that the 
Commission amend its rules to ensure 
that this gap is better identified and 
quantified for investors via disclosed 
ratio. 

This commonsense bill adopts this 
recommendation to ensure that inves-
tors have the clearest information 
available to make the best decisions 
for themselves. This bill is supported 
by the Council of Institutional Inves-
tors, whose members manage trillions 
in working families’ assets. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate for this bill. 

H.R. 3357, ENHANCING MULTI-CLASS SHARE DISCLO-
SURES ACT, AS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
ON HOUSE FINANCIAL SERVICES ON JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold. 
H.R. 3357 would direct the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to issue rules 
requiring securities issuers with multi-class 
stock structures to disclose to all share-
holders information about the shares of all 
classes of securities owned by and the voting 
power of particular shareholders specified in 
the bill. A multi-class stock structure is one 
in which a company offers two or more class-
es of securities with different voting rights 
in an election of directors. 

Using information about the cost of simi-
lar rulemakings, CBO estimates that imple-
menting H.R. 3357 would cost $1 million over 
the 2025–2030 period. CBO expects the com-
mission would need three employees, at an 
average annual cost of $330,000 for each em-
ployee, to issue rules over one year. Because 
the SEC is authorized to collect fees each 
year to offset its annual appropriation, CBO 
expects that the net effect on discretionary 
spending over the 2025–2030 period would be 
negligible, assuming appropriation actions 
consistent with that authority. 

If the SEC increased fees to offset the costs 
for rulemaking as required by the bill, H.R. 
3357 would increase the cost of an existing 
mandate as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA) on private enti-
ties required to pay those fees. CBO esti-
mates that the incremental cost of the man-
date would be small and would fall well 
below the annual threshold for private-sector 
mandates established in UMRA ($206 million 
in 2025, adjusted annually for inflation). 

The bill would not impose any intergovern-
mental mandates. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Aurora Swanson (for federal costs) and 
Rachel Austin (for mandates). The estimate 
was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. MEEKS), ranking member of 
the House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs and the sponsor of this legisla-
tion. 
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Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of my bill, H.R. 3357, 
the Enhancing Multi-Class Share Dis-
closures Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman HILL 
and Ranking Member WATERS for their 
leadership and efforts to bring my bill 
to the floor today. 

Publicly traded companies are crit-
ical to this country’s economic dyna-
mism and wealth creation. Their share-
holders, including everyday American 
families, believe in the potential of 
these companies and demonstrate this 
faith by investing in their equities. 
This flood of new capital allows compa-
nies to do research and development, 
hire Americans, and innovate for the 
greater good. 

My legislation strengthens our cap-
ital markets by requiring more trans-
parency around multiclass shareholder 
companies. 

For annual shareholder meetings, 
companies will have to disclose the 
true distribution of voting power of in-
siders, like directors or executives, who 
hold more voting rights than their 
ownership share would suggest. 

An imbalanced power structure could 
limit other investors’ abilities to di-
rect strategy or hold boards account-
able. Basically, this bill gives Main 
Street investors the complete and full 
picture and the necessary information 
to make smart and informed decisions. 

Let me be clear: I very much under-
stand the benefit of multiclass share 
structures and think they have a place 
in corporate governance. Major compa-
nies from outside of the United States 
have chosen to list in New York City 
precisely because we have more flexible 
multiclass structures. Yet, our advan-
tage over other financial hubs, like 
Hong Kong and Shanghai, is not just 
one set of regulations. It is the trans-
parency and openness of our capital 
markets, and transparency strengthens 
markets. 

By doubling down on our strengths, 
this bill will further cement our com-
petitive lead and aid investors along 
the way. 

Mr. Speaker, I call on my colleagues 
to support my legislation. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
am prepared to close, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. MEEKS’ bill clarifies 
for investors the truth around 
multiclass shares—specifically, the dif-
ference between a corporate insider’s 
ownership interests versus their true 
voting power. These two things are 
generally disclosed in ways that are 
hard for everyday investors to under-
stand. 

This bill solves that problem by en-
suring that this gap is quantified for 
investors via a clearly disclosed ratio, 
as was recommended by the SEC Inves-
tor Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise, as I said, in support of this bill. I 
agree with the ranking member of the 
full committee. It deserves strong bi-
partisan support, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOORE of North Carolina). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 3357, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1740 

FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2025 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2384) to establish an Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working 
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit 
Financing, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2384 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Financial Tech-
nology Protection Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY 

WORKING GROUP TO COMBAT TER-
RORISM AND ILLICIT FINANCING. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established the 
Independent Financial Technology Working 
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit Financ-
ing (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Working 
Group’’), which shall consist of the following: 

(1) The Secretary of the Treasury, acting 
through the Under Secretary for Terrorism and 
Financial Crimes, who shall serve as the chair 
of the Working Group. 

(2) A senior-level representative from each of 
the following: 

(A) The Department of the Treasury. 
(B) The Office of Terrorism and Financial In-

telligence. 
(C) The Internal Revenue Service. 
(D) The Department of Justice. 
(E) The Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
(F) The Drug Enforcement Administration. 
(G) The Department of Homeland Security. 
(H) The United States Secret Service. 
(I) The Department of State. 
(J) The Office of the Director of National In-

telligence. 
(3) At least five individuals appointed by the 

Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial 
Crimes to represent the following: 

(A) Financial technology companies. 
(B) Blockchain intelligence companies. 
(C) Financial institutions. 
(D) Institutions or organizations engaged in 

research. 
(E) Institutions or organizations focused on 

individual privacy and civil liberties. 
(4) Such additional individuals as the Sec-

retary of the Treasury may appoint as necessary 

to accomplish the duties described under sub-
section (b). 

(b) DUTIES.—The Working Group shall— 
(1) conduct research on terrorist and illicit use 

of digital assets and other related emerging 
technologies; and 

(2) develop legislative and regulatory pro-
posals to improve anti-money laundering, 
counter-terrorist, and other counter-illicit fi-
nancing efforts in the United States. 

(c) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally for the 3 years thereafter, the Working 
Group shall submit to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the heads of each agency represented 
in the Working Group pursuant to subsection 
(a)(2), and the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report containing the findings and de-
terminations made by the Working Group in the 
previous year and any legislative and regu-
latory proposals developed by the Working 
Group. 

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Before the date on which 
the Working Group terminates under subsection 
(d)(1), the Working Group shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a final re-
port detailing the findings, recommendations, 
and activities of the Working Group, including 
any final results from the research conducted by 
the Working Group. 

(d) SUNSET.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Working Group shall 

terminate on the later of— 
(A) the date that is 4 years after the date of 

the enactment of this Act; or 
(B) the date on which the Working Group 

completes any wind-up activities described 
under paragraph (2). 

(2) AUTHORITY TO WIND UP ACTIVITIES.—If 
there are ongoing research, proposals, or other 
related activities of the Working Group ongoing 
as of the date that is 4 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Working Group 
may temporarily continue working in order to 
wind-up such activities. 

(3) RETURN OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—On the 
date on which the Working Group terminates 
under paragraph (1), any unobligated funds ap-
propriated to carry out this section shall be 
transferred to the Treasury. 
SEC. 3. PREVENTING ROGUE AND FOREIGN AC-

TORS FROM EVADING SANCTIONS. 
(a) REPORT AND STRATEGY WITH RESPECT TO 

DIGITAL ASSETS AND OTHER RELATED EMERGING 
TECHNOLOGIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Presi-
dent, acting through the Secretary of the Treas-
ury and in consultation with the head of each 
agency represented on the Independent Finan-
cial Technology Working Group to Combat Ter-
rorism and Illicit Financing pursuant to section 
2(a)(2), shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that describes— 

(A) the potential uses of digital assets and 
other related emerging technologies by States, 
non-State actors, foreign terrorist organizations, 
and other terrorist groups to evade sanctions, fi-
nance terrorism, or launder monetary instru-
ments, and threaten the national security of the 
United States; and 

(B) a strategy for the United States to mitigate 
and prevent the illicit use of digital assets and 
other related emerging technologies. 

(2) FORM OF REPORT; PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The report required by para-

graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

(B) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The unclassified 
portion of each report required by paragraph (1) 
shall be made available to the public and posted 
on a publicly accessible website of the Depart-
ment of the Treasury— 

(i) in precompressed, easily downloadable 
versions, in all appropriate formats; and 

(ii) in machine-readable format, if applicable. 
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(3) SOURCES OF INFORMATION.—In preparing 

the reports required by paragraph (1), the Presi-
dent may utilize any credible publication, data-
base, or web-based resource, and any credible 
information compiled by any government agen-
cy, nongovernmental organization, or other en-
tity that is made available to the President. 

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 2 years after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall brief the appropriate con-
gressional committees on the implementation of 
the strategy required by subsection (a)(1)(B). 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs, the Committee on Finance, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, the Committee on the Judiciary, and the 
Select Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Financial Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on 
Homeland Security, the Committee on the Judi-
ciary, the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) BLOCKCHAIN INTELLIGENCE COMPANY.—The 
term ‘‘blockchain intelligence company’’ means 
any business providing software, research, or 
other services (such as blockchain tracing tools, 
geofencing, transaction screening, the collection 
of business data, and sanctions screening) 
that— 

(A) support private and public sector inves-
tigations and risk management activities; and 

(B) involve cryptographically secured distrib-
uted ledgers or any similar technology or imple-
mentation. 

(3) DIGITAL ASSET.—The term ‘‘digital asset’’ 
means any digital representation of value that 
is recorded on a cryptographically secured dig-
ital ledger or any similar technology. 

(4) EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.—The term 
‘‘emerging technologies’’ means the critical and 
emerging technology areas listed in the Critical 
and Emerging Technologies List developed by 
the Fast Track Action Subcommittee on Critical 
and Emerging Technologies of the National 
Science and Technology Council, including any 
updates to such list. 

(5) FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZATION.—The 
term ‘‘foreign terrorist organization’’ means an 
organization that is designated as a foreign ter-
rorist organization under section 219 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189). 

(6) ILLICIT USE.—The term ‘‘illicit use’’ in-
cludes fraud, darknet marketplace transactions, 
money laundering, the purchase and sale of il-
licit goods, sanctions evasion, theft of funds, 
funding of illegal activities, transactions related 
to child sexual abuse material, and any other fi-
nancial transaction involving the proceeds of 
specified unlawful activity (as defined in section 
1956(c) of title 18, United States Code). 

(7) TERRORIST.—The term ‘‘terrorist’’ includes 
a person carrying out domestic terrorism or 
international terrorism (as such terms are de-
fined, respectively, under section 2331 of title 18, 
United States Code). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 2384, 
the Financial Technology Protection 
Act. 

Last week, the House passed critical 
digital asset legislation, setting the 
stage for the United States to reclaim 
our global leadership position in finan-
cial technology on digital assets. This 
week, we build on that momentum to 
further strengthen our role in global fi-
nance. 

As our technological world evolves, 
so must the tools that we use to com-
bat the potential new threats associ-
ated with it. 

The Financial Technology Protection 
Act creates a forum to ensure that our 
law enforcement can keep pace with il-
licit actors seeking to exploit these 
technological developments for their 
own gain. 

Mr. NUNN’s and Mr. HIMES’ bill estab-
lishes an Independent Financial Tech-
nology Working Group to combat ter-
rorism, money laundering, and other il-
licit finance through the use of finan-
cial technologies, including digital as-
sets. 

The group will conduct independent 
research on the illicit use of new finan-
cial technologies and develop legisla-
tive and regulatory proposals to im-
prove anti-money laundering and coun-
terterrorism financing efforts here in 
the United States. 

This commonsense bill also requires 
private sector stakeholders to be mem-
bers of the working group, bridging a 
gap between law enforcement and the 
private sector and allowing individuals 
with boots-on-the-ground experience to 
inform law enforcement’s efforts and 
strategies. 

Because of that, I urge all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
join me in supporting this good bill, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 2384, the Fi-
nancial Technology Protection Act 
sponsored by Representative NUNN and 
Representative HIMES. 

This bill seeks to establish the Inde-
pendent Financial Technology Working 
Group to Combat Terrorism and Illicit 
Financing, and for other purposes. 

This group is made up of both Fed-
eral agencies, companies dealing with 
financial technology, and companies 
that engage in researching the impact 
of financial technologies in global mar-
kets. 

It will be tasked with evaluating 
emerging financial technologies, in-
cluding digital assets, to assess their 
potential use in combating terrorism 
and illicit activities. It will conduct re-
search on how bad actors may exploit 
these technologies and recommend 
legal and regulatory improvements to 

Congress and relevant agencies. Addi-
tionally, the working group will de-
velop a strategy to address sanctions, 
evasion, and other illicit finance con-
cerns. 

The bill mandates that the group 
issue an annual report for 4 years pro-
viding updates on its findings and rec-
ommendations. 

Why is this needed? We know that 
Russia has used crypto exchanges and 
alternative payment platforms to try 
to bypass the sanctions imposed after 
its brutal and unlawful invasion of 
Ukraine. Hamas and other terrorist 
groups have turned to cryptocurrencies 
to funnel resources toward violent op-
erations against innocent civilians as 
was exposed in the investigation fol-
lowing the violent October 7 attacks on 
Israel. 

North Korean hackers, operating as 
arms of the regime, have stolen bil-
lions of dollars in cryptocurrency 
through cyberattacks, laundering 
those funds to bankroll their illegal 
weapons programs and bypass inter-
national sanctions. 

These are not hypothetical risks. 
These are real, ongoing threats to our 
national and global security. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate for this bill. 

H.R. 2384, FINANCIAL TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION ACT OF 
2025, AS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES ON MAY 6, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * 1 1 

* = between zero and $500,000. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? No. 
H.R. 2384 would establish a working group 

within the Department of the Treasury to re-
search terrorists’ use of new financial tech-
nologies, including digital assets, and report 
on its findings. The working group would 
comprise 11 senior-level representatives from 
specified agencies in the federal government 
and 5 people representing businesses and 
other interested organizations. The bill 
would require the working group to report 
within 180 days of enactment on the evasion 
of sanctions using digital assets to the Con-
gress and to report annually to the Congress 
and other executive branch agencies about 
its findings. Under the bill, the working 
group would sunset four years after enact-
ment. 

Using information about the costs of simi-
lar working groups, CBO estimates that im-
plementing H.R. 2384 would cost less than 
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$500,000 annually, totaling $1 million over 
the 2025–2030 period for administrative costs; 
any related spending would be subject to the 
availability of appropriated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Matthew Pickford. The estimate was re-
viewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Di-
rector of Budget Analysis. 

PHILIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN), 
the author of this bill. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman HILL for his leadership 
on this, as well as Ranking Member 
WATERS. 

I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
2384, the Financial Technology Protec-
tion Act of 2025, a bill that I am hon-
ored to both lead and author that was 
created out of a vast network of part-
nership on both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, this Con-
gress cemented the United States as 
the crypto capital of the world. The 
leadership of Members of this Chamber 
on both sides took meaningful steps to 
lay a foundation for a robust digital 
asset framework, one that fosters inno-
vation, creates clarity, and protects 
consumers. 

Now we can start making sure that 
this foundation is built in a safe and 
secure way for every American. We 
build directly on the momentum and 
the strength of our national security 
posture at this very critical time. 

We all know that blockchain tech-
nology and digital assets are here to 
stay, and it is good that they are here 
in America. The question is not wheth-
er this technology will shape the fu-
ture. It is whether the U.S. or other 
competitors, particularly those in 
China and the Chinese Communist 
Party, will write the rules of the road 
for the future. 

As a counterintelligence officer, I 
have seen firsthand how terrorists and 
hostile regimes weaponize technology 
for illicit finances and cybercrime. 
That includes the use of anonymous 
digital platforms to launder money, to 
fund terrorism, and to bypass the very 
sanctions this Chamber has helped 
lead. 

However, the transparency and 
traceability of blockchain enhances 
our law enforcement’s ability to inter-
cept these threats, recover stolen 
funds, and deliver justice for everyday 
Americans. 

In fact, just weeks ago, the U.S. De-
partment of Justice used blockchain 
analytics to intercept over a quarter of 
a million dollars intended to go to 
deadly Hamas terrorists who would 
have used it to threaten U.S. forces in 
the region. 

Last year, the United States, work-
ing with our international partners, 
utilized blockchain technology to help 
dismantle a Russian money laundering 
scheme that seized more than $22 mil-
lion in illicit funds, many of those 
taken from Americans right here at 
home. 

This is a threat to America’s very na-
tional security. From dollar-backed 
digital assets, we have the ability to 
help not only defend our men and 
women serving on the front line from 
illicit actors who would use weapons 
bought with this technology to threat-
en them, to the very mothers, fathers, 
and grandparents who are being taken 
advantage of by foreign actors to steal 
their money to fund this type of 
threat. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan bill es-
tablishes a working group, a task force 
of sorts, of key Federal agencies that 
include our intelligence experts, pri-
vate organizations, and private sector 
leaders who are experienced in this, all 
focused on combating terrorism and il-
licit finance on digital platforms. 

This team is helping to develop the 
legislative technology infusion of crit-
ical information to help establish the 
best techniques, tactics, and procedure 
to be able to stop this at its very incep-
tion. 

By preventing money laundering and 
addressing national security risks, we 
are able to help stop the illicit finance 
activities that do real harm to the 
United States. 

By passing this bill, we strengthen 
national security, protect digital as-
sets, and ensure the next generation of 
financial and technological innovation 
is created right here in the U.S. 

I thank Chairman HILL for his leader-
ship and long vision in making this 
happen. I particularly express my grat-
itude to my Democratic colleague Rep-
resentative JIM HIMES, who is also the 
ranking member on the House Intel-
ligence Committee, the HPSCI, and 
who knows firsthand the threats that 
are posed. I also thank Senator TED 
BUDD, who is championing this effort 
in the Senate. 

Together, we have worked on this 
vital legislation for empowering our 
government, as well as our private sec-
tor leaders to be the vanguard in pro-
tecting our Nation. 

b 1750 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, cybercriminal syn-
dicates, supported by North Korea and 
rogue states like Russia, are already 
exploiting financial technologies to 
evade sanctions, fund war and ter-
rorism, and destabilize democracies. 
Ignoring these threats is not an option. 

This working group is an initial ro-
bust approach to gain an under-
standing of how to address these ter-
rorism threats and prepare to meet and 
predict them. 

I thank Representatives NUNN and 
HIMES for introducing this bill, and I, 
again, urge my colleagues to support 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise again in strong 
support of this bill. Mr. NUNN is doing 

good work here, and I appreciate his 
leadership as a former counterintel-
ligence officer, someone who has 
brought that expertise to his work here 
in the House. 

I appreciate my friend from Con-
necticut, our distinguished ranking 
member of the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, lend-
ing his expertise to this bill. For years 
we have talked about how do we fuse 
private-sector information, like in our 
financial services sector, with law en-
forcement to come up with better 
strategies to counter illicit finance, 
whether it is in trade-based money 
laundering, the use of cash, hawala, 
now digital assets, or just the plain old 
banking system. So I thank my friend 
from Iowa and urge strong bipartisan 
support on both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2384, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MIDDLE MARKET IPO COST ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3395) to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to 
carry out a study of the costs associ-
ated with small- and medium-sized 
companies to undertake initial public 
offerings, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3395 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Middle Market 
IPO Cost Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STUDY ON IPO FEES. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the 
United States, in consultation with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and the Finan-
cial Industry Regulatory Authority, shall carry 
out a study of the costs associated with small- 
and medium-sized companies to undertake ini-
tial public offerings (‘‘IPOs’’). In carrying out 
such study, the Comptroller General shall— 

(1) consider the direct and indirect costs of an 
IPO, including— 

(A) fees of accountants, underwriters, and 
any other outside advisors with respect to the 
IPO; 

(B) compliance with Federal and State securi-
ties laws at the time of the IPO; and 

(C) such other IPO-related costs as the Comp-
troller General may consider; 

(2) compare and analyze the costs of an IPO 
with the costs of obtaining alternative sources of 
financing and of liquidity; 

(3) consider the impact of such costs on cap-
ital formation; 

(4) analyze the impact of these costs on the 
availability of public securities of small- and 
medium-sized companies to retail investors; and 
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(5) analyze trends in IPOs over a time period 

the Comptroller General determines is appro-
priate to analyze IPO pricing practices, consid-
ering— 

(A) the number of IPOs; 
(B) how costs for IPOs have evolved over time 

for underwriters, investment advisory firms, and 
other professions for services in connection with 
an IPO; 

(C) the number of brokers and dealers active 
in underwriting IPOs; 

(D) the different types of services that under-
writers and related persons provide before and 
after a small- or medium-sized company IPO 
and the factors impacting IPOs costs; 

(E) changes in the costs and availability of in-
vestment research for small- and medium-sized 
companies; and 

(F) the impacts of litigation and its costs on 
being a public company. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than the end of the 
360-day period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General of 
the United States shall issue a report to the 
Congress containing all findings and determina-
tions made in carrying out the study required 
under subsection (a) and any administrative or 
legislative recommendations the Comptroller 
General may have. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
3395, the Middle Market IPO Cost Act. 
Currently, companies have two options 
for raising capital: an initial public of-
fering, an IPO, or a private offering. 
Fewer companies are choosing to take 
the IPO path because of the up-front 
costs of going public, as well as the 
high operating costs public companies 
experience due to SEC reporting rules. 

Before a company files for an IPO, 
they often spend tens of millions of 
dollars to gather and compile informa-
tion to submit to the SEC. These man-
datory information requirements ex-
clude or dissuade many companies 
from even considering an initial public 
offering. 

The study required by Mr. HIMES’ bill 
will help Congress and the market bet-
ter understand the costs associated 
with small- and medium-sized compa-
nies going public through the IPO proc-
ess. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this bill, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill requires the 
SEC to study the costs encountered by 

small- and medium-sized companies 
when undertaking the initial public of-
fering of their securities to the public, 
otherwise known as IPO, as well as cer-
tain other offerings that are exempt 
from SEC registration. 

When going public, companies tend 
to hire underwriters, like investment 
banks, and other professionals, like at-
torneys and accountants, to help pre-
pare the IPO. Underwriters serving as 
intermediaries between companies and 
prospective investors typically receive 
a set percentage of the IPO price as 
compensation for their work. 

Large companies have in recent years 
been able to negotiate lower percent-
ages for this process, which reduces 
their overall fee. At the same time, 
smaller companies have continued to 
pay the same historic percentage for 
this service. 

Simply put, this bill sheds light on 
how much small- and medium-sized 
companies are paying for their under-
writing fees, which will allow these 
companies to negotiate lower prices. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support my friend from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES) commonsense 
measure. I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate for this bill. 

H.R. 3395, MIDDLE MARKET IPO COST ACT, AS REPORTED 
BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 
ON JUNE 3, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * 1 ** 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? No. 
H.R. 3395 would require the Government 

Accountability Office (GAO), in consultation 
with the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion and the Financial Industry Regulatory 
Authority, to study and report to the Con-
gress within one year of enactment on the 
costs small- and medium-sized companies 
incur when conducting initial public offer-
ings (IPOs). An IPO is a process where a pri-
vate company offers shares to the public for 
the first time, making it a publicly traded 
company. 

Based on the cost of similar activities, 
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 3395 
would cost $l million over the 2025–2026 pe-
riod. Any related spending would be subject 
to the availability of appropriated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Matthew Pickford. The estimate was re-
viewed by H. Samuel Papenfbss, Deputy Di-
rector of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES), the ranking 
member of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and the sponsor 
of this bill. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I offer a big 
thank you to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATERS), the ranking 
member, and to the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL), my good friend, 
for their support of this bill. 

I just want to elaborate for a minute 
on what I think the need is for this 
bill. This grew out of the work we did 
many, many years ago on the JOBS 
Act, in which we observed that the reg-
ulatory expenses faced by a company 
seeking to go public were roughly $2 
million to $4 million in size. 

It is also true that a small IPO, a me-
dium-sized IPO, anything up to about 
$200 million, is subject almost always 
to a 7 percent gross spread. That is 7 
percent of the proceeds, or in the case 
of a $200 million offering, $14 million. 
On a $150 million offering, it is $10 mil-
lion, well more than twice the regu-
latory cost that we identified in work-
ing on the JOBS Act. 

What is very strange about that 7 
percent fee is that, regardless of what 
period of time you examine, IPOs from 
about $30 million up to about $200 mil-
lion are always subject to a 7 percent 
fee. Now, all of us who observe markets 
know that that is odd behavior in what 
should be a competitive market. 

This is money, of course, that goes to 
the investment banks that underwrite 
these IPOs. I know this because I spent 
many years working in those invest-
ment banks. 

The bill here simply says, having 
done the work that we did on the JOBS 
Act, what can we do to examine the un-
derlying market forces or nonmarket 
forces creating this 7 percent gross 
spread and costs of many, many mil-
lions of dollars for companies when 
they are small and capital is at a pre-
mium. 

This study, I think, would illustrate 
some things that would allow us to do 
even better than we did in the JOBS 
Act and make it that much more pos-
sible, maybe even probable for compa-
nies to seek capital in our public mar-
kets. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank once again the 
chairman and the ranking member of 
the committee for their support. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

I support Mr. HIMES’ bill, which will 
shed light on how much small- and me-
dium-sized companies are paying for 
their underwriting fees to go public. I 
hope it will finally put pressure on the 
SEC to address this important issue for 
smaller companies. 

Mr. Speaker, I again urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote from both sides of 
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the aisle, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 3395, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1800 

ALIGNING SEC REGULATIONS FOR 
THE WORLD BANK’S INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSO-
CIATION ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1764) to accord securities 
issued by the International Develop-
ment Association the same exemption 
from the securities laws that applies to 
the securities of other multilateral de-
velopment banks in which the United 
States is a member, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1764 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Aligning SEC 
Regulations for the World Bank’s International 
Development Association Act’’. 
SEC. 2. EXEMPTION OF SECURITIES OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AS-
SOCIATION FROM THE SECURITIES 
LAWS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The International Develop-
ment Association Act (22 U.S.C. 284 et seq.) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 33. EXEMPTION OF SECURITIES OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AS-
SOCIATION FROM THE SECURITIES 
LAWS. 

‘‘(a) EXEMPTION FROM SECURITIES LAWS; RE-
PORTS TO SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMIS-
SION.—Any securities issued by the Association 
(including any guaranty by the Association, 
whether or not limited in scope) and any securi-
ties guaranteed by the Association as to both 
principal and interest shall be deemed to be ex-
empted securities within the meaning of section 
3(a)(2) of the Securities Act of 1933 (15 U.S.C. 
77c(a)(2)) and section 3(a)(12) of the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78c(a)(12)). The 
Association shall file with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission such annual and other 
reports with regard to such securities as the 
Commission shall determine to be appropriate in 
view of the special character of the Association 
and its operations and necessary in the public 
interest or for the protection of investors. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY OF SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION TO SUSPEND EXEMPTION; REPORTS 
TO CONGRESS.—The Securities and Exchange 
Commission, acting in consultation with the Na-
tional Advisory Council on International Mone-
tary and Financial Problems, is authorized to 
suspend the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section at any time as to any or all securities 
issued or guaranteed by the Association during 
the period of such suspension. The Commission 
shall include in its annual reports to the Con-
gress such information as it shall deem advis-
able with regard to the operations and effect of 
this section.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendment made by 

subsection (a) shall take effect 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding paragraph 
(1), the amendment made by subsection (a) shall 
not take effect if, before the effective date de-
scribed under paragraph (1), the Secretary of 
the Treasury reports to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate that the Inter-
national Development Association is providing 
financial assistance to any country the govern-
ment of which the Secretary of State has deter-
mined, for purposes of section 6(j) of the Export 
Administration Act of 1979, section 620A of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, or section 40 of 
the Arms Export Control Act, to be a govern-
ment that has repeatedly provided support for 
acts of international terrorism. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1764, the Aligning SEC Regula-
tions for the World Bank’s Inter-
national Development Association Act, 
the bill offered by the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. WATERS). 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation classi-
fies securities issued by the IDA as ex-
empted securities, subject to appro-
priate reporting requirements as deter-
mined by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

This change would place the IDA on 
equal regulatory footing with the other 
World Bank divisions such as the Inter- 
American Development Bank, the 
Asian Development Bank, the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and De-
velopment, and the African Develop-
ment Bank. 

Prior to 2018, the IDA did not issue 
debt in the securities markets. Its 
funding came primarily from donor 
contributions and repayments on past 
loans. 

As the IDA evolves to meet the needs 
of the world’s poorest nations, it has 
entered the capital markets to expand 
its resources and its impact. 

It is only logical and fair that its se-
curities receive the same exempted sta-
tus consistent with previous treatment 
of multilateral development bank secu-
rities. 

Supporting IDA’s access to efficient 
financing would reflect the United 
States’ leadership in global develop-
ment and our commitment to the 
world’s most vulnerable populations. 

Ms. WATERS’ bill is bipartisan. It is 
practical. It is overdue. I urge all of my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
bill, H.R. 1764, the Aligning SEC Regu-
lations for the World Bank’s Inter-
national Development Act. 

The International Development Asso-
ciation, IDA, is an example of both the 
value of our multilateral institutions 
and America’s leadership in these orga-
nizations. The IDA is the World Bank’s 
lending arm, and it is one of the most 
effective tools we have to combat pov-
erty and instability worldwide. 

The IDA offers grants and low-cost or 
no-cost lending to help the poorest na-
tions to invest in their futures, im-
prove the lives of their citizens, and 
create more prosperous communities 
for the long term. 

The United States, as the largest 
donor to the IDA, helps to direct where 
and how these funds are used. My bill 
would exempt IDA securities from Se-
curities and Exchange Commission reg-
ulations, just as other World Bank 
arms have been exempt for decades. 
This ensures that the IDA can continue 
raising capital efficiently, allowing it 
to direct resources that are needed the 
most. 

This is needed because in April 2018, 
the IDA began issuing securities on the 
bond market which are also distributed 
in the United States. These securities 
are not exempted from the SEC’s reg-
istration and regulatory framework. 

Congress passed legislation in 1945 
and 1955, exempting other arms of the 
World Bank, including the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development and the International Fi-
nance Corporation, from SEC’s regula-
tions. 

Importantly, this gave the SEC the 
ability to recall these exemptions if 
the SEC finds that they are harmful to 
U.S. investors. Moreover, many other 
multilateral development banks of 
which the U.S. is a member are exempt 
from the SEC regulations. 

SEC exemptions for these securities 
are warranted as they are backed by 
the commitments, or equities, of the 
largest economies of the world includ-
ing the United States. 

These securities tend to be AAA 
rated which is the highest investment 
grade, making them safe investments 
for all investors. 

Harmonizing the exemption regime 
available for MDBs with that of the 
IDA would enhance the IDA’s ability to 
raise capital in the United States with-
out weakening investor protection. In 
turn, it will be able to use these pro-
ceeds to provide increased funding for 
the world’s poorest countries. Impor-
tantly, too, the bill retains the SEC’s 
ability to revoke these exemptions 
should it find them harmful to U.S. in-
vestors. 
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One additional but important note is 

this bill comes to the floor as we await 
the 6-month review mandated by Don-
ald Trump’s February 4 executive order 
directing the Secretary of State to de-
termine in which international organi-
zations the U.S. should continue or 
from which it should withdraw. 
Inexplicably, that includes World Bank 
among other international financial in-
stitutions. 

The United States has long been a 
leader in IFIs like the World Bank. Our 
leadership in these institutions pro-
vides us with a strong voice to improve 
global economic stability, decrease 
poverty, and boost prosperity. 

Through our membership, we advo-
cate for high standards, push for trans-
parency, and drive economic reforms 
that benefit not only developing na-
tions but our own national security, 
too. It is wrong, even unconscionable, 
that Donald Trump would put Amer-
ica’s leadership in question. It is the 
kind of thing that only one beholden to 
Russia and China would do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican 
colleagues to speak out against the 
President’s suggestion that we retreat 
from the world stage and loudly oppose 
any outcome of this review that will 
harm America’s economic leadership 
across the globe. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate on this bill. 

H.R. 1764, ALIGNING SEC REGULATIONS FOR THE WORLD 
BANK’S INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
ACT, AS REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FI-
NANCIAL SERVICES ON MARCH 21, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under threshold. 
H.R. 1764 would exempt the International 

Development Association at the World Bank 
from the requirement to register securities 
that it issues or guarantees with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission (SEC). The 
exemption would not take effect if the De-
partment of the Treasury determines that 
the association has provided financial assist-
ance to any country identified by the De-
partment of State as supporting terrorism. 
The SEC could require the association to file 
additional reports and, in consultation with 
the National Advisory Council on Inter-

national Monetary and Financial Problems, 
suspend the exemption at any time. 

Using information about the cost of simi-
lar provisions, CBO estimates that it would 
cost the SEC less than $500,000 to update 
rules and process any additional disclosures 
by the Association. Moreover, because the 
SEC is authorized to collect fees each year to 
offset its annual appropriation, CBO expects 
that the net effect on discretionary spending 
over the 2025–2030 period would be negligible, 
assuming appropriation actions consistent 
with that authority. 

If the SEC increases fees to offset the costs 
associated with implementing the bill, H.R. 
1764 would increase the cost of an existing 
mandate on private entities required to pay 
those assessments. CBO estimates that the 
incremental cost of the mandate would be 
small and would fall well below the annual 
threshold for private-sector mandates estab-
lished in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
(UMRA) ($198 million in 2023, adjusted annu-
ally for inflation). 

H.R. 1764 contains no intergovernmental 
mandates as defined in UMRA. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Aurora Swanson (for federal costs) and 
Rachel Austin (for mandates). The estimate 
was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Dep-
uty Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill simply exempts 
IDA securities from SEC regulations, 
aligning with other World Bank arms 
which have been exempt for decades. 

By making IDA securities equal to 
similar funds, the World Bank will 
have additional funds that can be ap-
plied to its mission to help the poorest 
of nations. 

The United States has long been a 
leader in the international financial in-
stitutions, and this is one way that we 
can protect our leadership and stretch 
the value of our contributions to the 
World Bank. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this very prac-
tical bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOLDMAN of Texas). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1764, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TAIWAN CONFLICT DETERRENCE 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1716) to deter Chinese aggres-
sion towards Taiwan by requiring the 
Secretary of the Treasury to publish a 
report on financial institutions and ac-

counts connected to senior officials of 
the People’s Republic of China, to re-
strict financial services for certain im-
mediate family of such officials, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1716 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Taiwan Con-
flict Deterrence Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

AND ACCOUNTS CONNECTED TO 
CERTAIN CHINESE GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. 

(a) FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date that the President, pursuant 
to section 3(c) of the Taiwan Relations Act 
(22 U.S.C. 3302(c)), informs the Congress of a 
threat resulting from actions of the People’s 
Republic of China and any danger to the in-
terests of the United States arising there-
from, and annually thereafter for 3 years, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall submit a 
report to the appropriate Members of Con-
gress containing the following: 

(A) With respect to each of at least 10 nat-
ural persons described under subsection (b), 
at least 1 of whom is a natural person listed 
under paragraph (1) of such subsection (b) 
and at least 1 of whom is a natural person 
listed under paragraph (2) of such subsection 
(b), the estimated total funds that are held 
in financial institutions and are under direct 
or indirect control by such natural person 
and a description of such funds. 

(B) A list of any financial institutions 
that— 

(i) maintain an account in connection with 
significant funds described in subparagraph 
(A); or 

(ii) otherwise provide significant financial 
services to a natural person covered by the 
report. 

(2) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 30 
days after submitting a report described 
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the 
Treasury, or a designee of the Secretary, 
shall provide to the appropriate Members of 
Congress an unclassified or classified brief-
ing (as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary) on the funds covered by the report, 
including a description of how the funds were 
acquired, and any illicit or corrupt means 
employed to acquire or use the funds. 

(3) EXEMPTIONS.—The requirements de-
scribed under paragraph (1) may not be ap-
plied with respect to a natural person or a fi-
nancial institution, as the case may be, if 
the President determines: 

(A) The funds described under paragraph 
(1)(A) were primarily acquired through legal 
and noncorrupt means. 

(B) The natural person has agreed to pro-
vide significant cooperation to the United 
States for an important national security 
purpose with respect to China. 

(C) A financial institution has agreed to— 
(i) no longer maintain an account de-

scribed under paragraph (1)(B)(i); 
(ii) no longer provide significant financial 

services to a natural person covered by the 
report; or 

(iii) provide significant cooperation to the 
United States for an important national se-
curity purpose with respect to China. 

(4) WAIVER.—The President may waive any 
requirement described under paragraph (1) 
with respect to a natural person or a finan-
cial institution upon reporting to the appro-
priate Members of Congress that— 
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(A) the waiver would substantially pro-

mote the objective of ending the threat de-
scribed under paragraph (1); 

(B) the threat described under paragraph 
(1) is no longer present; or 

(C) the waiver is essential to the national 
security interests of the United States. 

(b) NATURAL PERSONS DESCRIBED.—The 
natural persons described in this subsection 
are persons who, at the time of a report, are 
the following: 

(1) A member of the Politburo Standing 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. 

(2) A member of the Politburo of the Chi-
nese Communist Party that is not described 
under paragraph (1). 

(3) A member of the Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party that— 

(A) is none of the foregoing; and 
(B) performs any official duty that directly 

or indirectly affects Taiwan. 
(c) FORM OF REPORTS; PUBLIC AVAIL-

ABILITY.— 
(1) FORM OF REPORTS.—The reports re-

quired under paragraphs (1) and (4) of sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may contain a classified annex. 

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall make the unclassified 
portion of the report required under sub-
section (a)(1) available to the public on the 
website and social media accounts of the De-
partment of the Treasury— 

(A) in English, Chinese, and any other lan-
guage that the Secretary finds appropriate; 
and 

(B) in precompressed, easily downloadable 
versions that are made available in all ap-
propriate formats. 
SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON FINANCIAL SERVICES 

FOR CERTAIN IMMEDIATE FAMILY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 

Treasury shall prohibit a United States fi-
nancial institution, and any person owned or 
controlled by a United States financial insti-
tution, from engaging in a significant trans-
action with— 

(1) a natural person covered by a report 
made under section 2(a); and 

(2) the immediate family of a person de-
scribed under paragraph (1), if the Secretary 
finds that such immediate family benefits 
from funds described in the report. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE, LAW EN-

FORCEMENT, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIVI-
TIES.—Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to any intelligence, law enforcement, 
or national security activity of the United 
States. 

(2) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application of subsection (a) with respect to 
a person upon reporting to the appropriate 
Members of Congress that— 

(A) the waiver would substantially pro-
mote the objective of ending the threat de-
scribed under section 2(a)(1); 

(B) the threat described under section 
2(a)(1) is no longer present; or 

(C) the waiver is essential to the national 
security interests of the United States. 

(3) FORM OF REPORTS.—The reports re-
quired under paragraph (2) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form but may contain 
a classified annex. 

(4) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF 
GOODS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements authorized under this section 
shall not include the authority or require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation 
of goods. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or 
man-made substance, material, supply or 
manufactured product, including inspection 
and test equipment, and excluding technical 
data. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION; PENALTIES.— 
(1) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 

exercise all authorities provided to the 
President under sections 203 and 205 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 and 1704) to carry out this 
section. Not later than 60 days after issuing 
a license pursuant to this section, the Presi-
dent shall submit a copy of the license to the 
appropriate Members of Congress. 

(2) PENALTIES.—A person that violates, at-
tempts to violate, conspires to violate, or 
causes a violation of this section or any reg-
ulation, license, or order issued to carry out 
this section shall be subject to the penalties 
set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of section 
206 of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) to the 
same extent as a person that commits an un-
lawful act described in subsection (a) of that 
section 206. 

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall have 
no force or effect on the earlier of— 

(1) the date that is 30 days after the date 
that the President reports to the appropriate 
Members of Congress that the threat de-
scribed under section 2(a)(1) is no longer 
present; or 

(2) the date that is 25 years after the date 
that the Secretary of the Treasury submits 
the final report required under section 
2(a)(1). 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

For purposes of this Act: 
(1) APPROPRIATE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.— 

The term ‘‘appropriate Members of Con-
gress’’ means the Speaker and minority lead-
er of the House of Representatives, the ma-
jority leader and minority leader of the Sen-
ate, the Chairman and Ranking Member of 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives, and the Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the 
Senate. 

(2) FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The term ‘‘fi-
nancial institution’’ means a United States 
financial institution or a foreign financial 
institution. 

(3) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘foreign financial institution’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 561.308 of 
title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 

(4) FUNDS.—The term ‘‘funds’’ has the 
meaning given to such term by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

(5) IMMEDIATE FAMILY.—The term ‘‘imme-
diate family’’ of any natural person means 
the following (whether by the full or half 
blood or by adoption): 

(A) Such person’s spouse, father, mother, 
children, brothers, sisters, and grand-
children. 

(B) The father, mother, brothers, and sis-
ters of such person’s spouse. 

(C) The spouse of a child, brother, or sister 
of such person. 

(6) UNITED STATES FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.— 
The term ‘‘United States financial institu-
tion’’ has the meaning given the term ‘‘U.S. 
financial institution’’ under section 561.309 of 
title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 

b 1810 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1716, the Taiwan Conflict Deter-
rence Act of 2025. 

This excellent bill, introduced by our 
Conference chair, Mrs. MCCLAIN, dem-
onstrates that the United States is a 
vital partner in supporting Taiwan. We 
must remain committed to supporting 
Taiwan as China continues to increase 
its military presence across the Taiwan 
Strait. 

The U.S. and Taiwan have main-
tained a firm stance against any force-
ful efforts to change Taiwan’s status 
for nearly five decades. That posture is 
as important now as ever. 

A component of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act mandates that the President 
inform Congress when China makes 
any attempt to threaten Taiwan’s na-
tional security. Once that notification 
is made to Congress, Conference Chair 
MCCLAIN’s bill would require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to disclose the 
estimated illicit funds of China’s top 
officials in Beijing. 

This bill is modeled after the Holding 
Iranian Leaders Accountable Act, a bi-
partisan bill that I was pleased to spon-
sor, which became law last year. 

Congresswoman MCCLAIN’s bill does 
exactly what the title says. It seeks to 
deter China from making a terrible 
mistake and promises financial pen-
alties for senior Chinese officials 
should they make the wrong decision 
and choose to attack Taiwan. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
excellent bill, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1716, the Taiwan Conflict Deterrence 
Act of 2025, sponsored by Representa-
tive MCCLAIN and cosponsored by Rep-
resentative SHERMAN. 

Recognizing that China is a threat to 
Taiwan and to democracy globally, the 
United States must strongly and overt-
ly support Taiwan, in part by pushing 
back on China’s overt provocation to-
ward Taiwan. 

As recently as last month, China flew 
over 70 warplanes over the Taiwan 
Strait, encroaching into Taiwanese ter-
ritory and raising new concerns about 
Chinese Government aggression. 

The commander of the U.S. Indo-Pa-
cific Command shared in his April con-
gressional testimony that the Chinese 
military pressure on Taiwan has 
reached a ‘‘rapid boil.’’ 

Month after month, the Chinese 
Communist Party and Government fur-
ther press at the edges of Taiwan’s se-
curity and America’s support for Tai-
wan. 
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This Congress must speak loudly 

about our concern about such inter-
national actions by the Chinese Gov-
ernment, actions that could inten-
tionally or unintentionally lead to an 
escalation of China’s conflict with Tai-
wan. 

H.R. 1716, the Taiwan Conflict Deter-
rence Act of 2025, is one sensible ave-
nue to do so, requiring the Treasury 
Secretary to publish a report on and 
restrict senior officials of the People’s 
Republic of China and their families 
from financial institutions and ac-
counts in the United States. 

The report mandated by the bill is in-
tended to raise public awareness of hid-
den and corruptly gained funds that 
are directly or indirectly controlled by 
such officials—for those listed in the 
report, and their immediate family 
members. 

The bill would also restrict U.S.- 
based financial services, intending to 
limit the financial options for these of-
ficials and to extend the deterrent or 
punitive impacts to their families. 

Both actions would only occur under 
the bill if the President uses a never- 
applied—and hopefully unnecessary— 
clause in the Taiwan Relations Act, 
which would require congressional no-
tification due to a China-led threat to 
‘‘the security or the social or economic 
system of the people on Taiwan and 
any danger to the interests of the 
United States arising therefrom.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
include in the RECORD the CBO esti-
mate on this bill. 

H.R. 1716, TAIWAN CONFLICT DETERRENCE ACT OF 2025, 
AS ORDERED REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
ON FINANCIAL SERVICES ON MARCH 27, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ * * * 
Revenues .......................................................... * * * 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ * * * 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. * * ** 

* = between ¥$500,000 and $500,000. 
** = not estimated. 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
Yes. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold. 
H.R. 1716 would require the Department of 

the Treasury to publish a report listing esti-
mated total funds held by certain Chinese 
leaders and the financial institutions where 
significant portions of the funds are held. 
The report would be due within 90 days of the 
Congress receiving a notice from the Presi-
dent concerning a threat to Taiwan by 
China. That list would be updated every 
three years unless the threat is deemed no 
longer present. The bill also would direct the 

department to prohibit the listed Chinese 
leaders or their families from using any U.S. 
financial services. That requirement would 
terminate either 30 days after the President 
deems that Taiwan is no longer under threat 
or 25 years after the department submits a 
final report. 

The 1979 Taiwan Relations Act directs the 
President to promptly inform the Congress 
of any threat to the security or the social or 
economic systems of the people of Taiwan 
and of any danger to the interests of the 
United States that arises from that threat. 
CBO cannot determine when actions by 
China could result in the President providing 
such notice and thus invoking the bill’s re-
porting requirements. In the event of such a 
notice, CBO estimates that the required re-
port and other actions would cost less than 
$500,000 over the 2025–2030 period; any related 
spending would be subject to the availability 
of appropriated funds. 

The Department of the Treasury would 
need information from the federal financial 
regulatory agencies, including the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency, among 
others, to carry out the bill’s requirements. 
H.R. 1716 could affect direct spending by 
those agencies, some of which are allowed to 
use fees to cover their operating costs. CBO 
estimates that the net change in direct 
spending by federal financial regulatory 
agencies would be less than $500,000 over the 
2025–2035 period. 

Administrative costs incurred by the Fed-
eral Reserve, another federal financial regu-
latory agency, would reduce remittances to 
the Treasury; such remittances are recorded 
in the budget as revenues. CBO estimates 
that the cost to the Federal Reserve would 
be insignificant. 

The bill also would establish civil and 
criminal penalties for failure to comply with 
the new authorities. Civil fines are recorded 
in the budget as revenues. Criminal fines are 
recorded as revenues, deposited in the Crime 
Victims Fund, and subsequently spent with-
out further appropriation. CBO estimates 
that any additional collections and associ-
ated spending would be insignificant because 
of the relatively small number of additional 
cases likely to occur over the 2025–2035 pe-
riod. 

H.R. 1716 would impose a private-sector 
mandate as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA) on U.S. financial 
institutions if the Treasury prohibits trans-
actions between them and certain Chinese 
leaders or their families. The cost of the 
mandate would include the forgone revenue 
that would be attributable to those trans-
actions. Because the restriction would apply 
only in a small number of cases, CBO esti-
mates that the cost of the mandate would 
not exceed the private-sector threshold es-
tablished in UMRA ($206 million in 2025, ad-
justed annually for inflation). 

The bill would not impose intergovern-
mental mandates. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Matthew Pickford (for federal costs), Na-
thaniel Frentz (for the Federal Reserve), and 
Andrew Laughlin (for mandates). The esti-
mate was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, 
Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
MCCLAIN), our Conference chair and the 
author of this bill. 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill, the 
Taiwan Conflict Deterrence Act. 

The United States cannot afford to 
be complacent in the face of growing 
Chinese aggression. As a proud Rep-
resentative from the State of Michi-
gan, a State that knows the value of 
manufacturing, trade, and inter-
national stability, I know firsthand 
how vital peace in the Indo-Pacific is 
to American jobs and our economy. 

Taiwan is not only a democratic 
partner. It is also a key player in the 
global supply chain, especially for 
semiconductors that power everything 
from our cars to our national defense 
system. 

This bill sends a clear and bipartisan 
message: If the CCP wages war against 
Taiwan, there will be consequences. We 
are talking real, targeted consequences 
for corrupt CCP elite. Their financial 
dealings and offshore accounts will be 
exposed and published for the Chinese 
people to see. 

We are not provoking conflict. We 
are actually working to prevent it. De-
terrence is strongest when it is cred-
ible, and right now, credibility means 
passing this bill. 

The Taiwan Conflict Deterrence Act 
is not just about Taiwan. It is about 
standing up for American values, pro-
tecting American interests, and pre-
serving peace through strength. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support this 
important legislation that I was proud 
to introduce. Let’s show the world that 
the United States stands firm against 
Communist aggression and alongside 
our allies. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 1716, co-
sponsored by my colleagues Represent-
ative MCCLAIN and Representative 
SHERMAN. 

This bill supports Taiwan in com-
bating Chinese provocations against 
Taiwan. This bipartisan bill proposes 
to restrict top officials in China from 
having significant transactions or en-
gagement at American financial insti-
tutions and aims to expose hidden 
funds of Chinese officials if the Taiwan 
Relations Act congressional notifica-
tion is ever triggered by a United 
States President. 

Especially now, as China increases 
its forays into Taiwanese territory, the 
United States Congress should support 
stricter measures against China’s Gov-
ernment, sending the message that we 
will not tolerate the next step beyond 
its incursions. 

b 1820 

I support H.R. 1716 to protect global 
security and democracy, and I support 
doing more to accomplish this goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I, again, urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this important 
bill to deter China, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1716, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

OFAC LICENSURE FOR 
INVESTIGATORS ACT 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1450) to require the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control to develop a 
program under which private-sector 
firms may receive a license to conduct 
nominal financial transactions in fur-
therance of the firms’ investigations, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1450 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘OFAC Licen-
sure for Investigators Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENDING AND RECEIVING OF NOMINAL 

AMOUNTS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Office 

of Foreign Assets Control shall, not later 
than 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this section, establish a pilot program 
under which a private sector firm may re-
ceive a license to conduct nominal financial 
transactions in furtherance of the firm’s in-
vestigations. 

(b) COORDINATION.—When establishing and 
carrying out the pilot program required 
under subsection (a), the Director of the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control shall coordi-
nate with the Director of the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network for the pur-
poses of supporting activities of the Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network Exchange, 
as described in section 310(d) of title 31 of the 
United States Code. 

(c) REPORTING ON ACTIVITIES.—Each pri-
vate sector firm that receives a license de-
scribed under subsection (a) shall submit a 
detailed monthly report to the Director of 
the Office of Foreign Assets Control on the 
activities of the firm conducted under such 
license. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—On the date that is 1 year 

after the date on which the pilot program is 
established under this section, and annually 
thereafter until the end of the 1-year period 
beginning on the date the pilot program is 
terminated, the Director of the Office of For-
eign Assets Control shall submit a report to 
the Committees on Financial Services and 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committees on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs and Foreign Relations 
of the Senate containing— 

(A) the number of licenses requested under 
the pilot program; 

(B) the number of licenses granted under 
the pilot program; and 

(C) a broad discussion of the utility of the 
pilot program. 

(2) CLASSIFIED BRIEFING.—After submission 
of each report required under paragraph (1), 
the Director of the Office of Foreign Assets 

Control shall provide the Committees on Fi-
nancial Services and Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and the Commit-
tees on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 
and Foreign Relations of the Senate with a 
classified briefing containing— 

(A) additional detail on the applicants for 
a license under the pilot program; 

(B) identification of the firms granted a li-
cense; 

(C) information on the operation of the 
pilot program, including how long each li-
cense lasted and the personnel needed to 
manage the pilot program; 

(D) information gleaned by the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control from running the 
pilot program; 

(E) the utility of that information; 
(F) any obstacles to the operation or util-

ity of the pilot program; and 
(G) any recommendations for improving or 

extending the pilot program. 
(e) TERMINATION.—The pilot program es-

tablished by the Director of the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control under subsection (a) 
shall terminate on the date that is 5 years 
after the date on which the Director of the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control establishes 
such program. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1450, the OFAC Licensure for 
Investigators Act. 

When it comes to combating illicit fi-
nance, effective public-private partner-
ships are critical. Tracking and dis-
rupting sophisticated crime networks 
requires cooperation between our gov-
ernment and private-sector experts. 

These partnerships play an integral 
role in our ability to safeguard the U.S. 
financial system and our national secu-
rity. 

Mrs. BEATTY’s commonsense bill au-
thorizes private-sector firms, operating 
under an OFAC license, to conduct 
nominal transactions with sanctioned 
entities, allowing them to more effec-
tively trace funds and uncover illicit 
networks during financial crime inves-
tigations. 

The gentlewoman and I agree that 
while the private sector can provide a 
helping hand in tracking down bad ac-
tors, it is ultimately the government’s 
responsibility to provide clear legal 
guidance and guardrails to support 
their efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this bill, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1450, the OFAC Licensure for Investiga-
tors Act, sponsored by Representative 
BEATTY. 

This bill would require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to develop a pilot pro-
gram at the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, OFAC, by which private-sector 
firms like blockchain analytics firms 
or the financial intelligence units 
within correspondent banks could re-
ceive a license to send or receive nomi-
nal financial transactions to and 
through sanctioned entities. These 
small amounts could yield big details 
that could further our understanding of 
what is happening and by whom in 
sanctions evasion and money laun-
dering investigations. 

We need what this bill proposes be-
cause as the global anti-money laun-
dering and countering the financing of 
terrorism regime has become increas-
ingly effective in detecting and deter-
ring the abuse of the financial system, 
bad actors have often moved their 
transactions into illicit markets and 
spaces or used technologies and meth-
ods that are harder to track. 

Investigative efforts by firms and in- 
house functions dedicated to tracking 
down these attempts to avoid detection 
help banks and governments, among 
others, to identify bad actors, ac-
counts, and typologies used by crimi-
nals and terrorists. They are limited, 
however, in how far they can see into 
these dirty operations. 

One of those limitations in the visi-
bility into the financial transactions of 
bad actors is due to sanctions, which 
appropriately and forcefully prevents 
parties from engaging with targets of 
sanctions. Investigators, whether in 
private firms or large bank intelligence 
units, must stop a transaction after 
finding evidence that suggests that a 
wallet, account, or address may be as-
sociated with a sanctioned person. 
With the specific licenses envisioned by 
this bill, OFAC would closely manage 
narrow and explicit exceptions to its 
sanctions programs to allow investiga-
tors to engage with sanctioned persons 
in order to gain more visibility into 
the opaque networks and practices. 

Again, OFAC would be limited to al-
lowing only nominal amounts for such 
traceable transfers. The bill also en-
sures that there is robust oversight of 
this process, requiring the recipients of 
these specific licenses to report to 
OFAC monthly on their findings. This 
is similar in concept to the keep-open 
letters that government officials pro-
vide to financial institutions to keep 
open suspicious accounts so the gov-
ernment can watch the transactions 
and follow the money. 

That is because H.R. 1450 would help 
investigators better follow the money 
to make their sanctions and money 
laundering investigations more fruitful 
for the United States Government, 
banks, and others that employ such 
services. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 
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Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

include the Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimate for this bill in the 
RECORD. 

H.R. 1450, OFAC LICENSURE FOR INVESTIGATORS ACT, AS 
REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL 
SERVICES ON MARCH 27, 2025 

By fiscal year, millions 
of dollars— 

2025 2025– 
2030 

2025– 
2035 

Direct Spending (Outlays) ................................ 0 0 0 
Revenues .......................................................... 0 0 0 
Increase or Decrease (¥) in the Deficit ........ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation (Outlays) .. 0 4 5 

Increases net direct spending in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 
four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2036? No. 

Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? 
No. 

Mandate Effects: 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No. 
Contains private-sector mandate? No. 
H.R. 1450 would require the Office of For-

eign Assets Control (OFAC) to establish a 
pilot program under which it could license 
private firms to conduct small financial 
transactions with sanctioned entities in 
order to collect data and intelligence on 
those entities. Those transactions might 
otherwise be prohibited because some parties 
to the transactions are subject to sanctions. 
The bill would require OFAC to report to the 
Congress on its implementation of that pro-
gram. The authority to issue licenses and 
the reporting requirement would expire five 
years after OFAC begins issuing those li-
censes. 

Based on information from OFAC, CBO ex-
pects the office would need five employees to 
implement and administer the pilot program 
starting in fiscal year 2026. CBO estimates 
the compensation and operating expenses for 
those employees and the cost of the report-
ing requirements would amount to $5 million 
over the 2025–2035 period. Such spending 
would be subject to the availability of appro-
priated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is 
Emma Uebelhor. The estimate was reviewed 
by Christina Hawley Anthony, Deputy Direc-
tor of Budget Analysis. 

PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 
Director, Congressional Budget Office. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. NUNN) to talk about the as-
pects of this bill from his perspective 
of being a former intelligence officer. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of the bipartisan 
OFAC Licensure for Investigators Act, 
which I am proud to co-lead with my 
friend on the other side of the aisle, the 
Representative from Ohio (Mrs. 
BEATTY). 

Terrorist networks like Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the 
Russian Mafia, and North Korean 
cybercriminals are no longer relying 
solely on traditional cash couriers or 
shell companies. They now exploit fi-
nancial platforms, adopting increas-
ingly sophisticated approaches to fund 
acts of terrorism. 

These organizations adapt quickly, 
using every loophole in the global fi-
nancial system to mask the origin and 
the destination of their funds. 

Fortunately, the United States is 
home to some of the world’s most ad-
vanced financial technology firms and 
data analytics companies. 

Just this spring, the FBI, working 
hand in hand with blockchain forensics 
firms, seized $1.5 billion in stolen dig-
ital assets from the North Korea-affili-
ated Lazarus Group. That is why I am 
so proud to be able to work together on 
legislation which establishes a pilot 
program within the Department of the 
Treasury to enable private-sector firms 
to collaborate with Treasury to en-
hance our investigative leads. These 
teams, working together, fusing the 
best information, help provide a vital 
tool in combating the evolving threats 
posed by terrorism. 

I thank Representative BEATTY and 
the House Financial Services Com-
mittee for their leadership. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Mrs. BEATTY), who is also the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Na-
tional Security, Illicit Finance, and 
International Financial Institutions, 
and is the sponsor of this bill. 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congresswoman WATERS for yielding. 

I rise in support of my bipartisan 
bill, H.R. 1450, the OFAC, Licensure for 
Investigators Act, which I am very 
proud to co-lead with my colleague, the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN). 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, requires the 
Secretary of the Treasury to develop a 
special licensing pilot program within 
the Office of Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence, and it will be adminis-
tered by the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control. 

This pilot project would grant pri-
vate-sector firms a temporary specific 
license to conduct nominal financial 
transactions with sanctioned entities 
to assist with law enforcement inves-
tigations. These private firms would 
be, for example, as you have heard, Mr. 
Speaker, blockchain analytics firms or 
the financial intelligence units within 
corresponding banks. 

The commonsense legislation seeks 
to enhance the tools at our disposal to 
investigate sanctioned individuals and 
entities and to hold bad actors ac-
countable, and that is very important. 

This concept is similar to, as you 
have heard by our ranking member, 
Mr. Speaker, a keep-open letter, which 
is when the government asks a bank to 
keep a suspicious illicit account open. 
As it stands now, private financial 
firms are currently limited to their ca-
pacity to engage with sanctioned enti-
ties due to a robust sanction regime. 

That also means that it is impossible 
to access data about bad actors’ net-
works and methods, intelligence that 
would be of great assistance to law en-
forcement agents, to government, to 
consumers of their products, and the fi-
nancial industry overall, Mr. Speaker. 

So by giving OFAC the authority to 
tailor the parameters of the specific li-
censure pilot program, this legislation 
enhances our investigatory toolbox 

while guaranteeing essential protec-
tions. 

For example, the specific license 
would be well-defined and narrowly ap-
plied, ensuring that private firms only 
conduct nominal transactions, for ex-
ample, $5, $10, so they can collect bet-
ter data and intelligence. 

Lastly, the program would have 
strict oversight, requiring that licen-
sure recipients provide detailed month-
ly reports to OFAC on their activities 
and findings under the license. 

This innovative bill harnesses the 
vast resources of the private sector and 
allows the Federal Government to 
work collaboratively with financial 
firms to further our national security 
goals. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join our chairman, our ranking mem-
ber, and my colleague, Mr. NUNN, in 
supporting this bill. 

b 1830 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, this bill, 
H.R. 1450, the OFAC Licensure for In-
vestigators Act from Representative 
BEATTY would develop a program at 
the Department of the Treasury that 
would allow financial crime investiga-
tors, including those at the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, that is OFAC, 
to better trace and understand the ef-
forts by bad actors to evade sanctions 
and launder funds. By allowing nomi-
nal amounts to be directed through 
certain accounts with stringent U.S. 
Government oversight, banks, govern-
ment agencies, and others seeking 
knowledge about how these bad actors 
behave and are connected will benefit. 
This bill will help to keep our financial 
system and national security secure. 

I, again, urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBER of Texas). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 1450. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. Votes will be taken in the 
following order: 

H.R. 3095; and 
H.R. 3351. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 
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SINGLE, UNIQUE ZIP CODES FOR 

CERTAIN COMMUNITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3095) to direct the United 
States Postal Service to designate sin-
gle, unique ZIP Codes for certain com-
munities, and for other purposes, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
COMER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 278, nays 
121, not voting 31, as follows: 

[Roll No. 213] 

YEAS—278 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei (NV) 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Casten 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Cisneros 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Conaway 
Correa 
Courtney 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
DeGette 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Downing 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Ezell 

Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Figures 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Fong 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Garbarino 
Gill (TX) 
Gillen 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Goldman (TX) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Gray 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Jack 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean 
Kelly (MS) 

Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGuire 
Messmer 
Meuser 
Miller (OH) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Moskowitz 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Onder 
Owens 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Patronis 

Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Scholten 

Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Suozzi 
Sykes 
Taylor 

Tenney 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NAYS—121 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Amo 
Ansari 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bell 
Beyer 
Bonamici 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Casar 
Case 
Castor (FL) 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Craig 
Crockett 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dexter 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Elfreth 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 

Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gomez 
Green, Al (TX) 
Hoyer 
Ivey 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Mannion 
Matsui 
McBride 
McClain Delaney 
McCollum 
McGovern 
McIver 
Menendez 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moulton 
Nadler 
Neal 
Norcross 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Olszewski 
Omar 
Pallone 
Pelosi 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Rivas 
Ross 
Salinas 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Simon 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Subramanyam 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Underwood 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—31 

Castro (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Costa 
De La Cruz 
Donalds 
Dunn (FL) 
Friedman 
Graves 
Harrigan 
Hunt 
James 

Jayapal 
Kamlager-Dove 
Larsen (WA) 
Luna 
Mast 
Meeks 
Meng 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Randall 

Sherrill 
Smith (WA) 
Strickland 
Tlaib 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

b 1858 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. POU, and 
Mr. BEYER changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. BERA and MASSIE changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

IMPROVING ACCESS TO SMALL 
BUSINESS INFORMATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3351) to amend the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934 to specify that ac-
tions of the Advocate for Small Busi-
ness Capital Formation are not a col-
lection of information under the Paper-
work Reduction Act, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
HILL) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 387, nays 12, 
not voting 31, as follows: 

[Roll No. 214] 

YEAS—387 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Biggs (SC) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 

Collins 
Comer 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Downing 
Edwards 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Figures 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Gillen 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Goldman (TX) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Gottheimer 
Gray 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill (AR) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hurd (CO) 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jack 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kaptur 
Kean 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
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Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Mannion 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McGuire 
McIver 
Menendez 
Messmer 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 

Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Olszewski 
Omar 
Onder 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Patronis 
Pelosi 
Perez 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 

Simon 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NAYS—12 

Biggs (AZ) 
Brecheen 
Burlison 
Clyde 

Crane 
Gill (TX) 
Gosar 
Massie 

Norman 
Perry 
Roy 
Self 

NOT VOTING—31 

Castro (TX) 
Ciscomani 
De La Cruz 
Donalds 
Dunn (FL) 
Friedman 
Graves 
Harrigan 
Hunt 
James 
Jayapal 

Kamlager-Dove 
Larsen (WA) 
Luna 
Mast 
Meeks 
Meng 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Pettersen 
Randall 
Salazar 

Sherrill 
Smith (WA) 
Strickland 
Tlaib 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
missed today’s votes due to a flight cancella-
tion. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 213 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 214. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due 
to a personal family matter, I was unable to be 
in D.C. and vote today. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 213 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 214. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I missed a se-
ries of votes today. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 213 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 214. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4244 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOLDMAN) as 
cosponsor from H.R. 4244. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
DETECTIVES WILLIAM OSBORN, 
VICTOR LEMUS, AND JOSHUA 
KELLEY-EKLUND 

(Mr. WHITESIDES asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WHITESIDES. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise with my colleagues in the 
California delegation to mourn the loss 
of three heroic sheriff’s deputies who 
were tragically killed last week while 
serving in the Arson Explosives Detail 
of the Special Enforcement Bureau, the 
largest loss of life in the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department since 
1857. 

Together, they gave 74 years of dis-
tinguished service to Los Angeles 
County. 

Detective William Osborn joined the 
department in 1992. He worked as a de-
tective for over a decade before taking 
on a new role as an emergency vehicle 
operations center instructor in 2016. He 
became an arson and explosive investi-
gator in 2019, and finally gave back as 
a mentor to new investigators. He is 
survived by his six children and his 
wife. 

Detective Victor Lemus joined the 
department in 2003, became a K9 han-
dler in 2017 and an arson investigator 
last year. He received commendations 
for his ability to mentor and train fel-
low deputies as well as notable arrests 
involving career criminals. He is sur-
vived by his wife and three daughters. 
He also has three sisters who work in 
the department. 

Detective Joshua Kelley-Eklund 
joined the department in 2006 and be-
came an arson and explosive investi-
gator in 2022. He was known as an out-
standing field training officer who was 
professional and articulate. He is sur-

vived by his wife and seven children 
and was a proud resident of the Santa 
Clarita Valley in my home district. 

Their loss is a sobering reminder of 
the risks these heroes take every single 
day. Their families, colleagues, and 
loved ones are grieving the unimagi-
nable. Today, we stand with them in 
solidarity, in sorrow, and in gratitude. 

Let us now join together in a mo-
ment of silence to honor their service, 
their sacrifice, and their memory. 

f 

b 1910 

RECOGNIZING CENTRE SAFE 

(Mr. THOMPSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Centre Safe which celebrates 50 years 
of providing confidential and profes-
sional services for victims and sur-
vivors of domestic, dating, and sexual 
violence. 

Centre Safe began as a grassroots ef-
fort in 1975 as the Centre County Wom-
en’s Resource Center. Since then, it 
has grown from a one-room operation 
in State College to three locations 
which are the administrative offices 
and Sylvia Stein Shelter in State Col-
lege, the counseling and legal advocacy 
satellite office in Bellefonte, and the 
Child Access Center in Bellefonte. 

While Centre Safe began as an agency 
by women, for women, it works to sup-
port all survivors and victims. It offers 
a 24-hour crisis hotline, emergency 
shelter, crisis counseling, legal advo-
cacy, legal representation, and transi-
tional housing. 

Centre Safe also works to address vi-
olence before it begins by educating 
children and youth about healthy rela-
tionships. 

Mr. Speaker, domestic violence has 
no place in American society. Victims 
often feel that they have nowhere to 
turn. For the last 50 years, Centre Safe 
has been a safe place for those who 
need support in times of crisis. For 
that, we are grateful. 

f 

ADDRESSING FIREFIGHTER 
FUNDING CUTS 

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I only 
have 1 minute today, but I wish I had 
6 or 7 minutes. 

Wildfire season is upon us. Over the 
weekend, we saw the Cram fire in cen-
tral Oregon grow to more than 95,000 
acres, making it the largest wildfire of 
the year so far in the United States. 

I am grateful for the firefighters and 
local authorities who bravely re-
sponded and who are continuing to 
fight the flames. Thanks to them, the 
fire is now over 70 percent contained. 

Mr. Speaker, while Oregon fire-
fighters are out, saving lives and 
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homes, President Trump is freezing the 
funding they rely on. That is unaccept-
able. 

Whether it is for pushing out evacu-
ation alerts or maintaining shelters, 
this funding is key to keeping our 
neighbors safe and prepared. That is 
why I can’t stop, and I won’t stop fight-
ing to ensure our communities have 
the resources they need. 

I ask my constituents to please con-
tinue to follow the direction of local 
authorities. Have an evacuation plan. 
Prepare a go bag. 

f 

ADDRESSING THE GROWING 
ABUSES OF VISION BENEFIT 
MANAGERS 
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to rally support for addressing 
the growing abuses of vision benefit 
managers, or VBMs. 

The industry is dominated by two 
vertically integrated giants whose ac-
tions are undermining healthcare ac-
cess and threatening the existence of 
eye care practices in all of our dis-
tricts. 

It is concerning that some VBM pa-
tient and doctor mandates appear to be 
aimed solely at benefiting the optical 
products labs, patient data gathering, 
and mass retail operations built around 
them. 

The growing VBM acquisition and 
control over independent eye care prac-
tices have created worrying conflict of 
interest issues. As I speak, VBMs are 
attempting to link physician reim-
bursements not to quality care stand-
ards but solely to their own product 
sales. 

We must protect against VBM 
schemes that invade the safeguarded 
sanctity of a doctor’s exam room. Con-
fronting VBM abuses is the central 
focus of my bipartisan bill, the DOC 
Access Act, as well as multiple active 
investigations in Congress and by the 
GAO, FTC, and others. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me, along with patient and con-
sumer advocates like Patients Rising, 
the National Consumers League, and 
the American Optometric Association, 
to ensure VBM accountability is a pri-
ority in Congress. 

f 

PROTECTING AND PRESERVING 
LONG ISLAND SOUND 

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this 
week the House will vote on a bill to 
reduce clean water standards, setting 
our country back in our fight for clean 
water. I worked for three decades to 
improve the water quality in the Long 
Island Sound. Having seen the progress 
we have made, I know that we cannot 
stop our commitment now. 

Just last week, I attended a round-
table with Long Island Sound Citizens 
Advisory Committee to discuss how we 
in Congress can work with them to pre-
serve Long Island Sound. This round-
table built on an event in Rye in June 
where a new 10-year conservation and 
management plan was signed. 

I have signed onto two bills. The first 
is the ESTUARIES Act that will pre-
serve Long Island Sound and 27 other 
estuaries of national significance. The 
second is the Long Island Restoration 
and Stewardship Act that reauthorizes 
grants made possible by the Clean 
Water Act through fiscal year 2029. 

We must keep clean water standards 
high in order to protect and preserve 
our bodies of water. We may not get 
another chance. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL RHETT 
BLACKMON 

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the illustrious ca-
reer of Colonel Rhett A. Blackmon, 
Commander and District Engineer for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Gal-
veston District, a true servant leader. 

Colonel Blackmon assumed command 
of the Galveston District on July 15, 
2022, and quickly became a vital part-
ner in Texas’ 14th Congressional Dis-
trict. Under his leadership, Mr. Speak-
er, the team oversaw more than $7.4 
billion, with a b, in infrastructure 
projects, ranging from flood control to 
coastal protection that directly 
strengthened our communities. 

His military service spans decades 
with combat and command roles across 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Indo-Pa-
cific, as well as academic service as an 
instructor at West Point. 

Mr. Speaker, his leadership has al-
ways been defined by integrity, cour-
age, and excellence. Our Nation is 
stronger and safer because of dedicated 
men like Colonel Blackmon. As he re-
tires from Active Duty, we honor his 
legacy of military service, unmatched 
professionalism, and his deep love of 
country. 

We thank Colonel Blackmon for his 
selfless sacrifice and faithful service. 
Brenda Gail and I wish him, Lindsay, 
and his family every blessing in retire-
ment. 

God bless him. God bless the United 
States of America. 

f 

HONORING JOE SZAFAROWICZ 
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Joe Szafarowicz, a 
true pillar of our northwest Ohio com-
munity. He is an educator, mentor, and 
lifelong advocate for young people. 

For more than five decades, he has 
shaped lives, not just by teaching in 

the classroom but by investing in the 
boundless potential of every child he 
encountered. 

From the halls of St. Agnes Elemen-
tary School to the classrooms of To-
ledo public schools, Mr. Szafarowicz in-
spired generations with his belief that 
every student, no matter their cir-
cumstance, deserved opportunity. 

Even in retirement, he has never 
stopped lifting others up, using art as a 
tool to reach at-risk youth and guiding 
young minds toward hope and purpose. 

His impact is evident in the voices of 
his former students, leaders, public 
servants, and community members who 
credit his encouragement as a turning 
point in their lives. At the end of 
March, those students gathered to cele-
brate Joe’s 80th birthday. 

We, too, celebrate his life of service, 
kindness, and unwavering dedication to 
the future of our region. May his leg-
acy remind us all a great teacher never 
stops teaching, and a great heart never 
stops giving. 

f 

b 1920 

AERIAL FIRE RETARDANT DROPS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we are 
heading into the peak of the fire season 
in the West. The last thing California 
and other Western States need is even 
more red tape stopping firefighters 
from doing their jobs. Our State and 
most of the West burns every year. We 
have seen entire towns wiped out time 
and again, people killed, with homes, 
power lines, forests, wildlife gone. 

Now, right when we should be pre-
paring to fight fires faster and smarter, 
environmental extremists are trying to 
ban the aerial fire retardant that the 
aircraft drops onto the fires by drag-
ging them into a Clean Water Act de-
bate. 

This is insane. These airdrops save 
lives using this retardant. It is a well- 
known product, a known product, that 
has had a long time in use. All of a sud-
den they want to sue over it. This prod-
uct helped slow the fires down, giving 
the firefighters a chance to set up and 
stop them from spreading even more to 
tens of thousands more acres. 

We are not talking a theory here. We 
are talking about something that has 
been used in practice, real tools that 
have been used safely for decades. The 
smoke alone from one major wildfire 
does more harm than a targeted retard-
ant drop ever could. 

The PERMIT Act, coming to the 
floor this week, cuts through this bu-
reaucracy, allowing firefighters to 
have this material they need to effec-
tively fight fire. 

f 

ACCESS TO ABORTION CARE 

(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

to condemn the cruelty of the Hyde 
Amendment and reintroduce the EACH 
Act to end it once and for all. 

It is 2025. In 1976, when I was a mere 
2 years old, a Congressman from Chi-
cago was livid at the thought that a 
woman could be in control of her own 
body, especially a Black or Brown 
woman. So he came to this floor and 
put forward an amendment with a sim-
ple, cruel aim to ban as many people as 
he could from getting abortion care. 

With that robotic precision, this in-
stitution has rubber-stamped this 
amendment in budget after budget. 

The Hyde Amendment denies abor-
tion care to patients who receive their 
care through Medicaid, CHIP, and 
other government programs. 

Once in my lifetime, we defeated this 
amendment in the House, a testament 
to activists, organizers, and my men-
tor, Congresswoman BARBARA LEE. 

Mr. Speaker, in my lifetime, we will 
defeat it once and for all because ev-
eryone deserves access to fundamental 
healthcare, and that is exactly what 
abortion care is. 

No man, no king, and no coward 
should come between us and our bodies. 

f 

UTILITY BILLS ARE GOING UP 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
across the country, Americans’ utili-
ties bills are going up, and this admin-
istration’s actions are just making 
things worse, giving out favors to the 
fossil fuel industry. 

Last week, employees of the Depart-
ment of the Interior received a memo, 
and basically what the memo said was 
that Secretary Burgum has to person-
ally approve every single wind and 
solar project. 

This will add red tape to renewable 
energy developments while stifling new 
technology innovation. It is just ridic-
ulous. We want to be a leader in clean 
energy, but instead we are having the 
Secretary personally having to approve 
every single project. 

They are cutting off the future of 
American renewable energy and leav-
ing a void for our adversaries to fill. 
Our Federal Government should be in-
vesting in new innovations that help 
lower utility costs and allow Ameri-
cans to live better and healthier lives. 
Instead, this administration is doing 
favors for the fossil fuel industry and 
picking energy favorites. 

I think this is bad for every single 
American, and I think we need to stand 
up against it. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
FREEZE 

(Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to express my 
deep concern for the future of edu-
cation in our country. 

The White House’s last-minute deci-
sion to freeze $7 billion in Congression-
ally approved Department of Education 
funds threatens essential programs 
families in my district rely on. 

In Maryland alone, more than 150,000 
children participate in after-school 
programs, and nearly 120,000 rely on 
summer programs. For every one stu-
dent enrolled, three more are on the 
wait list. 

These programs give parents assur-
ances that even outside of school 
hours, children are learning, receiving 
healthy meals, and building meaning-
ful relationships. 

Don’t just take my word. Let the 
kids in my district speak. This, next to 
me, was sent by those from Girls Inc. 
of Washington County, an amazing pro-
gram that my family has long sup-
ported. 

Parents should not be left scrambling 
to choose between looking after their 
kids and working to put food on the 
table. In rural districts like mine, pub-
licly funded programs and programs 
like Girls Inc. are invaluable. 

I stand firmly with the Maryland At-
torney General in fighting for those 
funds the families are counting on. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my Senate col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
speaking up, and I urge my colleagues 
in the House to do the same. 

f 

COMATOSE PRESS CORPS 
(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, when 
Congress is in session, there are always 
interesting articles in the paper that I 
think demand a little bit more atten-
tion. 

Over the weekend, or late last week, 
there was an article that said that the 
United Kingdom, in a few years, is 
going to begin having 16-year-olds vote. 
Since frequently problems in America 
happen in Great Britain first, I think it 
is something we should pay a great 
deal of attention to. 

About 6 years ago, in this body, an 
amendment was offered allowing 16- 
year-olds to vote in Federal elections. 
Well over half the Democrats voted in 
favor of 16-year-olds. Why would one 
want to do that? 

Mr. Speaker, 16-year-olds have no-
where near the wisdom and experience 
to make decisions as to who to vote for 
in elections. The only way you would 
want to do it is if you want to manipu-
late these young minds in the schools 
across the country. 

I, like I think many other people, 
would have voted entirely differently 
when I was 16 than when I was 26. 

We have to be on the alert, and our 
comatose press corps should be asking 
the Democrats now where they stand 
on the 16-year-old voting age. 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
SIGNIFICANT TRANSNATIONAL 
CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 119–71) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to sig-
nificant transnational criminal organi-
zations declared in Executive Order 
13581 of July 24, 2011, under which 
additiona1 steps were taken in Execu-
tive Order 13863 of March 15, 2019, is to 
continue in effect beyond July 24, 2025. 

The activities of significant 
transnational criminal organizations 
have reached such scope and gravity 
that they threaten the stability of 
international political and economic 
systems. Such organizations are be-
coming increasingly sophisticated and 
dangerous to the United States; they 
are increasingly entrenched in the op-
erations of foreign governments and 
the international financial system, 
thereby weakening democratic institu-
tions, degrading the rule of law, and 
undermining economic markets. These 
organizations facilitate and aggravate 
violent civil conflicts and increasingly 
facilitate the activities of other dan-
gerous persons. 

Significant transnational criminal 
organizations continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. There-
fore, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency with respect to significant 
transnational criminal organizations 
declared in Executive Order 13581. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

b 1930 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
MALI—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119–72) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
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with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the Uhited Sates: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622 (d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
situation in Mali declared in Executive 
Order 13882 of July 26, 2019, is to con-
tinue in effect beyond July 26, 2025. 

The situation in Mali, including re-
peated violations of ceasefire arrange-
ments made pursuant to the 2015 
Agreement on Peace and Reconcili-
ation in Mali; a coup d’etat resulting in 
the termination of that agreement; the 
expansion of terrorist activities into 
southern and central Mali; the inten-
sification of drug trafficking and traf-
ficking in persons, human rights 
abuses, and hostage-taking; a further 
coup d’etat; the presence of foreign 
mercenaries threatening peace, secu-
rity, and stability; and the intensifica-
tion of attacks against civilians, the 
Malian defense and security forces, the 
United Nations Multidimensional Inte-
grated Stabilization Mission in Mali 
(MINUSMA), and international secu-
rity presences, continues to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security and foreign policy of 
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13882 with respect 
to the situation in Mali. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

REGULATORY RELIEF FOR CER-
TAIN STATIONARY SOURCES TO 
PROMOTE AMERICAN IRON ORE 
PROCESSING SECURITY—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 119–73) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding section 112(i)(4) of the Clean 
Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 7412(i)(4), I hereby re-
port that I have issued a proclamation 
providing exemption for certain sta-
tionary sources from compliance with 
the final rule published by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency titled Na-
tional Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Taconite Iron Ore Proc-

essing, 89 FR 16408 (Taconite Rule), 
which imposes new emissions-control 
requirements on taconite iron ore proc-
essing facilities. 

As reflected in the proclamation of 
July 17, 2025 (Regulatory Relief for Cer-
tain Stationary Sources to Promote 
American Iron Ore Processing Secu-
rity) (Proclamation), taconite iron ore 
processing is fundamental to the 
United States’ steel production and 
manufacturing sectors. The facilities 
involved in the process supply essential 
raw materials used to make steel, 
which is used in national defense sys-
tems, critical infrastructure, and a 
broad range of industrial applications. 
Preserving and enhancing domestic 
taconite processing capabilities is vital 
to reducing reliance on foreign sources 
and ensuring resilience of American in-
dustrial supply chains. 

In the Proclamation, I determined 
that the technology to implement the 
Taconite Rule is not available. Such 
technology does not exist in a commer-
cially viable form sufficient to allow 
implementation of and compliance 
with the Taconite Rule by the compli-
ance dates set forth in the Taconite 
Rule. I further determined in the Proc-
lamation that it is in the national se-
curity interests of the United States to 
issue an exemption from the Taconite 
Rule to certain stationary sources sub-
ject to the Taconite Rule, as identified 
in Annex I of the Proclamation. This 
exemption applies to all compliance 
deadlines established under the Taco-
nite Rule, with each such deadline ex-
tended by 2 years from the date origi-
nally required for such deadline. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Procla-
mation I have issued and Annex I 
thereto. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

REGULATORY RELIEF FOR CER-
TAIN STATIONARY SOURCES TO 
FURTHER PROMOTE AMERICAN 
ENERGY—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119–74) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and ordered printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding section 112(i)(4) of the Clean 
Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 7412(i)(4), I hereby re-
port that I have issued a proclamation 
providing exemption for certain sta-
tionary sources from compliance with 
the final rule published by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency titled Na-
tional Emissions Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Coal- and Oil-Fired Elec-
tric Utility Steam Generating Units Re-
view of the Residual Risk and Technology 
Review, 89 FR 38508 (Rule), which 
amended the preexisting Mercury and 
Air Toxics Standards rule to make it 
more stringent. 

As reflected in the proclamation of 
July 17, 2025 (Regulatory Relief for Cer-
tain Stationary Sources to Further 
Promote American Energy) (Proclama-
tion), coal-fired electricity generation 
is essential to ensuring that our Na-
tion’s grid is reliable and that elec-
tricity is affordable to the American 
people, and to promoting our Nation’s 
energy security. The Federal Govern-
ment plays a pivotal role in ensuring 
that the Nation’s power supply remains 
secure and reliable. Forcing energy 
producers to comply with unattainable 
emissions controls jeopardizes this 
mission. 

In the Proclamation, I determined 
that the technology to implement the 
Rule is not available. Such technology 
does not exist in a commercially viable 
form sufficient to allow implementa-
tion of and compliance with the Rule 
by its compliance date of July 8, 2027. 
I further determined in the Proclama-
tion that it is in the national security 
interests of the United States to issue 
an exemption from the Rule to certain 
stationary sources subject to the Rule, 
as identified in Annex I of the Procla-
mation. The effect of this exemption is 
to extend the compliance date of the 
Rule for those stationary sources from 
July 8, 2027, to July 8, 2029. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Procla-
mation I have issued and Annex I 
thereto. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

REGULATORY RELIEF FOR CER-
TAIN STATIONARY SOURCES TO 
PROMOTE AMERICAN SECURITY 
WITH RESPECT TO STERILE 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119– 
75) 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding section 112(i)(4) of the Clean 
Air Act, 42 U.S.C. 7412(i)(4), I hereby re-
port that I have issued a proclamation 
providing exemption for certain sta-
tionary sources from compliance with 
the final rule published by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency titled Na-
tional Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Ethylene Oxide Emissions 
Standards for Sterilization Facilities Re-
sidual Risk and Technology Review, 89 
FR 24090 (EtO Rule), which imposes 
new emissions-control requirements on 
commercial sterilization facilities. 

As reflected in the proclamation of 
July 17, 2025 (Regulatory Relief for Cer-
tain Stationary Sources to Promote 
American Security with Respect to 
Sterile Medical Equipment) (Proclama-
tion), the use of ethylene oxide is crit-
ical for the sterilization of medical 
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equipment, which protects patients 
against infection and the transmission 
of disease. The continued utilization of 
ethylene oxide by commercial steriliza-
tion facilities is essential to ensuring 
that our Nation provides its sick and 
injured with the best outcomes pos-
sible—an objective that is at the fore-
front of the Federal Government’s re-
sponsibility to the American people. 

In the Proclamation, I determined 
that the technology to implement the 
EtO Rule is not available. Such tech-
nology does not exist in a commer-
cially viable form sufficient to allow 
implementation of and compliance 
with the EtO Rule by the compliance 
dates set forth in the EtO Rule. I fur-
ther determined in the Proclamation 
that it is in the national security in-
terests of the United States to issue an 
exemption from the EtO Rule to cer-
tain stationary sources subject to the 
EtO Rule, as identified in Annex I of 
the Proclamation. This exemption ap-
plies to all compliance deadlines estab-
lished under the EtO Rule, with each 
such deadline extended by 2 years from 
the date originally required for such 
deadline. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Procla-
mation I have issued and Annex I 
thereto. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

b 1940 

REGULATORY RELIEF FOR CER-
TAIN STATIONARY SOURCES TO 
PROMOTE AMERICAN CHEMICAL 
MANUFACTURING SECURITY— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 119–76) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding section 112(i)(4) of the Clean 
Air Act, 42 U.S.C, 7412(i)(4), I hereby re-
port that I have issued a proclamation 
providing exemption for certain sta-
tionary sources from compliance with 
the final rule published by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency titled New 
Source Performance Standards for the 
Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufac-
turing Industry and National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 
for the Synthetic Organic Chemical Man-
ufacturing Industry and Group I & II 
Polymers and Resins Industry, 89 FR 
42932 (HON Rule), which imposes new 
emissions-control requirements on cer-
tain chemical manufacturing facilities. 

As reflected in the proclamation of 
July 17, 2025 (Regulatory Relief for Cer-
tain Stationary Sources to Promote 
American Chemical Manufacturing Se-
curity) (Proclamation), the United 
States relies on a strong chemical 

manufacturing sector to support indus-
tries like energy, national defense, ag-
riculture, and health care. These facili-
ties produce essential inputs for crit-
ical infrastructure, advanced manufac-
turing, medical sterilization, semi-
conductors, and national defense sys-
tems. Maintaining a robust domestic 
chemical industry is vital to safe-
guarding the supply chains that under-
pin our economy and to reducing the 
Nation’s dependence on foreign control 
over materials critical to national re-
silience. As adversaries expand influ-
ence over key inputs, continued domes-
tic production is essential not only to 
economic resilience but also to mili-
tary readiness, public health, and na-
tional preparedness. 

In the Proclamation, I determined 
that the technology to implement the 
HON Rule is not available. Such tech-
nology does not exist in a commer-
cially viable form sufficient to allow 
implementation of and compliance 
with the HON Rule by the compliance 
dates set forth in the HON Rule. I fur-
ther determined in the Proclamation 
that it is in the national security in-
terests of the United States to issue an 
exemption from the HON Rule to cer-
tain stationary sources subject to the 
HON Rule, as identified in Annex I of 
the Proclamation. This exemption ap-
plies to all compliance deadlines estab-
lished under the HON Rule, with each 
such deadline extended by 2 years from 
the date originally required for such 
deadline. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Procla-
mation I have issued and Annex I 
thereto. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 21, 2025. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported that on July 18, 2025, 
the following bills were presented to 
the President of the United States for 
approval: 

H.R. 1815. To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to authorize the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to take certain actions in the case of 
a default on a home loan guaranteed by the 
Secretary, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4. To rescind certain budget authority 
proposed to be rescinded in special messages 
transmitted to the Congress by the President 
on June 3, 2025, in accordance with section 
1012(a) of the Congressional Budget and Im-
poundment Control Act of 1974. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 42 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, July 22, 2025, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1465. A letter from the Acting Comp-
troller of the Currency, Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency, transmitting the Of-
fice’s 2024 annual report on actions taken to 
carry out section 308 of the Financial Insti-
tutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement 
Act of 1989, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 1463 note; 
Public Law 101-73, Sec. 308 (as amended by 
Public Law 111-203, Sec. 367(4)(B)); (124 Stat. 
1556); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

EC–1466. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Sections 73.622(j), 
Table of TV Allotments, Television Broad-
cast Stations (Las Vegas, Nevada) [MB Dock-
et No.: 25-139] (RM-12001) received July 15, 
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1467. A letter from the Chief, Policy 
and Rules Division, Office of Engineering and 
Technology, Federal Communications Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Promoting the Integrity and Se-
curity of Telecommunications Certification 
Bodies, Measurement Facilities, and the 
Equipment Authorization Program [ET 
Docket No.: 24-136] received July 15, 2025, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1468. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Reconsideration of the Dust-Lead Hazard 
Standards and Dust-Lead Post-Abatement 
Clearance Levels; Correction [EPA-HQ- 
OPPT-2023-0231; FRL-8524.1-02-OCSPP] (RIN: 
2070-AK91) received July 8, 2025, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1469. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Air Plan Approval; Missouri; Control of 
Emissions During Petroleum Liquid Storage, 
Loading, and Transfer [EPA-R07-OAR-2025- 
0175; FRL-12732-02-R7] received July 8, 2025, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1470. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Air Plan Approval; Louisiana; Nonattain-
ment Plan for the Evangeline Parish 2010 
Sulfur Dioxide Primary National Ambient 
Air Quality Standard Nonattainment Area 
[EPA-R06-OAR-2025-0173; FRL-12753-02-R6] re-
ceived July 8, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1471. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Air Plan Approval; New Jersey; Update to 
Materials Incorporated by Reference [EPA- 
R02-OAR-2024-0256; FRL-12021-01-R2] received 
July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1472. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
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of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Significant New Use Rules on Certain Chem-
ical Substances (24-3.5e) [EPA-HQ-OPP-2024- 
0079; FRL-12386-02-OCSPP] (RIN: 2070-AB27) 
received July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1473. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Air Plan Approval; Connecticut; 2017 Base 
Year Emissions Inventory for the 2015 8-Hour 
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards [EPA-R01-OAR-2025-0076; FRL-12691-02- 
R1] received July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1474. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s direct final 
rule — Air Plan Approval; Ohio; Second 
Maintenance Plan for the Ohio portion of the 
Campbell-Clermont, KY-OH SO2 Mainte-
nance Area [EPA-R05-OAR-2024-0542; FRL- 
12793-03-R5] received July 15, 2025, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1475. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Cypermethrin; Pesticide Tolerances [EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2024-0220; FRL-12817-01-OCSPP] re-
ceived July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1476. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Acetamiprid; Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2024-0217; 12852-01-OCSPP] received July 
15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–1477. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s final rule — 
Triclopyr; Pesticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2024-0331; FRL-12856-01-OCSPP] received 
July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–1478. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Office 
of Policy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, transmitting the Agency’s direct final 
rule — Air Plan Approval; Guam; Base Year 
Emissions Inventory for the 2010 1-Hour Sul-
fur Dioxide National Ambient Air Quality 
Standard for the Piti-Cabras Nonattainment 
Area [EPA-R09-OAR-2025-0268; FRL-12868-02- 
R9] received July 15, 2025, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–1479. A letter from the Chairman, 
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting DC Act 26-105, ‘‘Consumer Protec-
tion Clarification Amendment Act of 2025’’, 
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); 
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

EC–1480. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chairman, Board of Directors, Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States, 
transmitting the Bank’s Fiscal Year 2026 An-
nual Performance Plan to Congress, pursu-
ant to 31 U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111-352, 

Sec. 3; (124 Stat. 3868) and 12 U.S.C. 635g(a); 
July 31, 1945, ch. 341, Sec. 8(a) (as amended by 
Public Law 93-646, Sec. 10); (88 Stat. 2336); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

EC–1481. A letter from the Acting Chair-
man, Board of Directors, Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation, transmitting the Cor-
poration’s 2025 Annual Performance Plan, 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111- 
352, Sec. 3; (124 Stat. 3868); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

EC–1482. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s Fiscal Year 2026 
Agency Performance Plan and The FY 2026 
Congressional Justification, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 1115(b); Public Law 111-352, Sec. 3; (124 
Stat. 3868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

EC–1483. A letter from the Solicitor Gen-
eral, Department of Justice, transmitting 
the Department’s determination that certain 
aspects of United States Department of 
Transportation disadvantaged business en-
terprise program violate the Constitution, 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D(a)(1); Public Law 
107-273, Sec. 202(a); (116 Stat. 1771); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–1484. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Administra-
tive Updates to the Rules, Standards, and In-
structions Governing the Installation, In-
spection, Maintenance, and Repair of Signal 
and Train Control Systems, Devices, and Ap-
pliances Regulations [Docket No.: FRA-2025- 
0103] (RIN: 2130-AD38) received July 8, 2025, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1485. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Administra-
tive Updates to the Signal Systems Report-
ing Requirements Regulations [Docket No.: 
FRA-2025-0100] (RIN: 2130-AD34) received 
July 8, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–1486. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Administra-
tive Updates to the Grade Crossing Safety 
Regulations [Docket No.: FRA-2025-0101] 
(RIN: 2130-AD35) received July 8, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1487. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Administra-
tive Updates to the Instructions Governing 
Applications for Approval of a Discontinu-
ance or Material Modification of a Signal 
System or Relief From the Requirements of 
Part 236 Regulations [Docket No.: FRA-2025- 
0102] (RIN: 2130-AD37) received July 8, 2025, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1488. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Federal Railroad Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Administra-
tive Updates to the United States Locational 
Requirement for Dispatching of United 
States Rail Operations Regulations [Docket 
No.: FRA-2025-0108] (RIN: 2130-AD33) received 
July 8, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 

the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–1489. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting noti-
fication of the Secretary’s determination 
that, by reason of the statutory debt limit, 
the Secretary will be unable to fully invest 
the portion of the Civil Service Retirement 
and Disability Fund (CSRDF) not imme-
diately required to pay beneficiaries, and 
that a ‘‘debt issuance suspension period’’, 
previously determined to end on June 27, 
2025, will continue through July 24, 2025, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 8348(l)(2); Public Law 89-554, 
Sec. 8348(l)(2) (as added by Public Law 99-509, 
Sec. 6002(c)); (100 Stat. 1933); jointly to the 
Committees on Ways and Means and Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia: Com-
mittee on Rules. House Resolution 598. Reso-
lution providing for the adoption of the reso-
lution (H. Res. 589) providing for the public 
release of certain documents, records, and 
communications related to the investigation 
of Jeffrey Epstein (Rept. 119–209). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural 
Resources. H.R. 1917. A bill to establish the 
Great Lakes Mass Marking Program, and for 
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 
119–210). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WESTERMAN: Committee on Natural 
Resources. H.R. 3937. A bill to provide for the 
conveyance of certain Federal land in 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, and 
for other purposes; with an amendment 
(Rept. 119–211, Pt. 1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WOMACK: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 4552. A bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transportation, 
and Housing and Urban Development, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes (Rept. 
119–212). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN: Committee on Appro-
priations. H.R. 4553. A bill making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2026, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 119–213). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. MOORE of Utah, and 
Mr. SCHNEIDER): 

H.R. 4548. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make the credit for 
small employer pension plan startup costs 
and the retirement auto-enrollment credit 
available to tax-exempt eligible small em-
ployers; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Ms. GOODLANDER (for herself, Mr. 
WIED, and Mr. GOLDEN of Maine): 

H.R. 4549. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to clarify the responsibilities of the 
Office of Rural Affairs of the Small Business 
Administration, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Small Business. 
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By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

(for himself and Ms. CRAIG): 
H.R. 4550. A bill to reauthorize the United 

States Grain Standards Act, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. WATERS: 
H.R. 4551. A bill to amend the Federal De-

posit Insurance Act and the Federal Credit 
Union Act to authorize a temporary trans-
action account guarantee program, expand 
deposit and share insurance to cover busi-
ness payment accounts, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on 
Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. STEUBE (for himself, Ms. 
MACE, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, and 
Mr. MCDOWELL): 

H.R. 4554. A bill to amend title VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 to prohibit discrimi-
nation against employees on the basis of ex-
pression that describes, asserts, or reinforces 
the binary or biological nature of sex; to the 
Committee on Education and Workforce. 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself, Ms. 
ADAMS, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. DAVIS of 
Illinois, and Mr. THANEDAR): 

H.R. 4555. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to rename master promis-
sory notes for loans made under part D of 
title IV of such Act to student loan con-
tracts; to the Committee on Education and 
Workforce. 

By Mr. CLEAVER (for himself, Mr. 
FROST, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. THANEDAR, 
Mr. BELL, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina, Mrs. SYKES, 
and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 4556. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to require the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
seek to enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine to carry out a rapid response 
evidence review of proposed rules relating to 
fluoride, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. DELAURO (for herself, Mr. 
VINDMAN, and Ms. SCHOLTEN): 

H.R. 4557. A bill to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 to establish an Office of 
Inspector General in the Executive Office of 
the President, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. 
GIMENEZ, Mr. SOTO, and Ms. 
MALLIOTAKIS): 

H.R. 4558. A bill to designate the area be-
tween the intersections of 16th Street North-
west and Fuller Street Northwest and 16th 
Street Northwest and Euclid Street North-
west in Washington, District of Columbia, as 
‘‘Oswaldo Payá Way’’; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself and Mr. 
MURPHY): 

H.R. 4559. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to establish payment 
parity between Medicare Advantage and fee- 
for-service Medicare, and to establish 
prompt payment requirements under Medi-
care Advantage; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. FIGURES (for himself and Mr. 
EDWARDS): 

H.R. 4560. A bill to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-

sistance Act to provide requirements relat-
ing to the funding of predisaster hazard miti-
gation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. FINE: 
H.R. 4561. A bill to prohibit the use of Fed-

eral funds to pay for a subscription to the 
Wall Street Journal for Members of Con-
gress, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration. 

By Mr. FLOOD (for himself and Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana): 

H.R. 4562. A bill to make publicly available 
information on sustainable aviation fuel pro-
duction and imports, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. FROST (for himself and Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida): 

H.R. 4563. A bill to require the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 
carry out research and development to im-
prove the understanding of how the public 
receives, interprets, and responds to and val-
ues hurricane forecasts and warnings, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself, Mrs. 
DINGELL, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Ms. MOORE 
of Wisconsin, Mr. STEIL, Ms. CRAIG, 
Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. 
TIFFANY, Mr. FROST, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
BACON, and Mr. WIED): 

H.R. 4564. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to create a special rule 
for treating trained individuals as trained 
personnel of a school for purposes of giving 
preference to States for children’s asthma 
treatment grant programs, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota (for 
himself, Mr. BABIN, Mr. CARTER of 
Georgia, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. TAYLOR, 
Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. HARRIGAN, Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. MCGUIRE, and Mr. 
MCDOWELL): 

H.R. 4565. A bill to prohibit the Secretary 
of Transportation from entering into, ex-
tending, or renewing a contract with, or 
awarding a grant to, a sanctuary city, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself and Mr. DELUZIO): 

H.R. 4566. A bill to amend the National 
Trails System Act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a study on the feasi-
bility of designating Washington’s Trail-1753 
as a national historic trail, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. LEE of Florida (for herself, Mr. 
NEGUSE, and Mrs. BICE): 

H.R. 4567. A bill to require the Comptroller 
General of the United States to conduct a 
study of the effectiveness of the Federal Gov-
ernment in carrying out its responsibilities 
under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act to promote access to 
voting for absent uniformed services voters 
and an analysis of means for improving ac-
cess to voter registration information and 
assistance for members of the Armed Forces 
and their family members, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Mr. LICCARDO (for himself, Mr. 
GARBARINO, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. 
RUIZ, Mr. SOTO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. 
MCBRIDE, Ms. GOODLANDER, Mr. 
FIELDS, Ms. ELFRETH, Mr. GRAY, Mr. 
CISNEROS, Mr. STANTON, Mr. HARDER 
of California, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. ANSARI, 
Mr. FOSTER, and Mr. COSTA): 

H.R. 4568. A bill to amend the National 
Housing Act to direct the Secretary of Hous-

ing and Urban Development to establish a 
program to insure certain second liens se-
cured against property for the purpose of fi-
nancing the construction of an accessory 
dwelling unit, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself, Ms. 
DELAURO, and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI): 

H.R. 4569. A bill to amend titles XIX and 
XXI of the Social Security Act and title 
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act to 
require no-cost coverage of human milk for-
tifier; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4570. A bill to amend title 35, United 

States Code, to establish an interagency 
task force between the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office and the Food and Drug 
Administration for purposes of sharing infor-
mation and providing technical assistance 
with respect to patents, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself and Ms. 
LEE of Florida): 

H.R. 4571. A bill to establish incentive pay 
for positions requiring specialized skills to 
combat fentanyl trafficking, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4572. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to repeal the qualified con-
tract exception to the extended low-income 
housing commitment rules for purposes of 
the low-income housing credit, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mr. 
CISCOMANI, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. BACON, Ms. DEXTER, and 
Mr. LAWLER): 

H.R. 4573. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit to small 
businesses for research activities related to 
the mitigation of certain drug threats; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4574. A bill to amend the District of 

Columbia Home Rule Act to permit the 
Council of the District of Columbia to enact 
laws with respect to the organization and ju-
risdiction of the District of Columbia courts; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Ms. PEREZ (for herself, Mr. 
ROUZER, Mr. STAUBER, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr. THOMPSON 
of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 4575. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to establish a grant program to 
address forestry workforce development 
needs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr. 
MOORE of Utah): 

H.R. 4576. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to include affordable housing 
incentives in certain capital investment 
grants, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself, Ms. SE-
WELL, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. BEAN of Flor-
ida, Mr. STRONG, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
COLLINS, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of 
Texas, Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. 
MCDOWELL, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CAR-
TER of Georgia, Mr. MOORE of Ala-
bama, Mr. PALMER, Mr. ADERHOLT, 
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
MCGUIRE, Mr. MOORE of North Caro-
lina, Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas, Mr. 
BURCHETT, Mr. LUTTRELL, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Mr. KEAN, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. 
CLINE, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. FIGURES, 
and Mr. STEUBE): 

H.R. 4577. A bill to take measures with re-
spect to certain property that is nationalized 
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or expropriated by certain foreign govern-
ments, to amend section 301 of the Trade Act 
of 1974 to include expropriation of the assets 
of United States persons in acts, policies, 
and practices of foreign countries that are 
unreasonable or discriminatory, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself and Mr. 
MORELLE): 

H.R. 4578. A bill to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to include Ontario County in 
the region covered by the Northern Border 
Regional Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the 
Committee on Financial Services, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 4579. A bill to amend the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 to provide for the miti-
gation of cybersecurity risks by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GARCIA of California: 
H. Res. 599. A resolution recognizing the 

immense capacity of the popular arts to 
bring people together, inspire creativity and 
imagination, promote critical thinking, and 
instill the universal values of truth, justice, 
and equality; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

f 

MEMORIALS 
Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 

were presented and referred as follows: 
ML–10. The SPEAKER presented a memo-

rial of the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, relative to House Resolution No. 147, 
to urge Congress to establish a special com-
mittee to investigate the East Palestine, 
Ohio train derailment and the federal Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s response to 
it.; to the Committee on Rules. 

ML–11. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
the State of Alaska, relative to Senate Reso-
lution No. 3, urging the United States Con-
gress to grant American Samoans the ability 
to serve as commissioned officers in the uni-
formed services of the United States and the 
right to vote in federal elections.; jointly to 
the Committees on Armed Services and 
House Administration. 

f 

PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
Mr. CARBAJAL introduced a bill (H.R. 

4580) to authorize the President to 
award the Medal of Honor to retired 
Colonel Philip J. Conran for acts of 
valor in Laos as a member of the Air 
Force during the Vietnam War; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-

tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN: 
H.R. 4548. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Ms. GOODLANDER: 
H.R. 4549. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 4550. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3, 

Congress has the authority to regulate for-
eign and interstate commerce. 

By Ms. WATERS: 
H.R. 4551. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution, which provides Congress with 
the power to ‘‘regulate commerce with for-
eign nations, and among the several states, 
and with the Indian tribes.’’ 

By Mr. WOMACK: 
H.R. 4552. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The principal constitutional authority for 

this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United 
States (the appropriation power), which 
states: ‘‘No Money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law. . . .’’ In addition, clause 
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
(the spending power) provides: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States. 
. . .’’ Together, these specific constitutional 
provisions establish the congressional power 
of the purse, granting Congress the author-
ity to appropriate funds, to determine their 
purpose, amount, and period of availability, 
and to set forth terms and conditions gov-
erning their use. 

By Mr. FLEISCHMANN: 
H.R. 4553. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The principal constitutional authority for 

this legislation is clause 7 of section 9 of ar-
ticle I of the Constitution of the United 
States (the appropriation power), which 
states: ‘‘No Money shall be drawn from the 
Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by Law. . . .’’ In addition, clause 
1 of section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
(the spending power) provides: ‘‘The Con-
gress shall have the Power . . . to pay the 
Debts and provide for the common Defence 
and general Welfare of the United States. 
. . .’’ Together, these specific constitutional 
provisions establish the congressional power 
of the purse, granting Congress the author-
ity to appropriate funds, to determine their 
purpose, amount, and period of availability, 
and to set forth terms and conditions gov-
erning their use. 

By Mr. STEUBE: 
H.R. 4554. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD: 
H.R. 4555. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion 

By Mr. CLEAVER: 
H.R. 4556. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
US Cons. art I, § 8, cl 18 

By Ms. DELAURO: 
H.R. 4557. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution 
By Mr. DIAZ-BALART: 

H.R. 4558. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
By Mr. DOGGETT: 

H.R. 4559. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

United States Constitution. 
By Mr. FIGURES: 

H.R. 4560. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Mr. FINE: 
H.R. 4561. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1, the Spending 

Clause 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18, the Nec-

essary and Proper Clause 
By Mr. FLOOD: 

H.R. 4562. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the 

Constitution 
By Mr. FROST: 

H.R. 4563. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and 18 of the 

U.S. Constitution. 
By Mr. GROTHMAN: 

H.R. 4564. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota: 

H.R. 4565. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 4566. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. LEE of Florida: 
H.R. 4567. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. LICCARDO: 
H.R. 4568. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1. 
All legislative powers herein granted shall 

be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY: 
H.R. 4569. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4570. 
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4571. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4572. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 4573. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 4574. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 17 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution 
By Ms. PEREZ: 

H.R. 4575. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 

By Mr. PETERS: 
H.R. 4576. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.R. 4577. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. TENNEY: 
H.R. 4578. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 
H.R. 4579. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, section 8 

By Mr. CARBAJAL: 
H.R. 4580. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8, clause 14 of the United 
States Constitution. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 51: Ms. PLASKETT and Mr. THOMPSON 
of California. 

H.R. 158: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 227: Mr. ESTES and Mr. SMITH of Ne-

braska. 
H.R. 247: Mr. MANNION. 
H.R. 286: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 301: Mr. BEGICH and Mr. HARDER of 

California. 
H.R. 303: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 308: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 309: Mr. MCGUIRE. 
H.R. 338: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 425: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 429: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 472: Mr. FRY. 
H.R. 516: Mr. HARIDOPOLOS and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 539: Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. VEASEY, and 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 589: Mr. MORAN. 
H.R. 608: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 647: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 669: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 

H.R. 733: Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 777: Mr. KEATING. 
H.R. 785: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 793: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 909: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York and 

Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 929: Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. JOYCE of 

Pennsylvania, and Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 979: Mr. BERGMAN and Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 1004: Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 1046: Mr. TAYLOR. 
H.R. 1058: Mr. BRESNAHAN and Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 1065: Mr. BELL. 
H.R. 1076: Ms. GILLEN. 
H.R. 1107: Mr. COHEN and Ms. LEE of Ne-

vada. 
H.R. 1153: Mr. VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 1171: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 1197: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 1262: Mr. LANGWORTHY and Mr. 

LALOTA. 
H.R. 1266: Mr. ROUZER, Mr. SIMPSON, and 

Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. 
H.R. 1269: Mr. HOYER and Ms. SIMON. 
H.R. 1285: Mr. MANN. 
H.R. 1304: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 1319: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois and Ms. 

LETLOW. 
H.R. 1320: Ms. STEFANIK and Mrs. MILLER of 

Illinois. 
H.R. 1336: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1345: Mr. BARRETT. 
H.R. 1360: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. 
H.R. 1464: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 1505: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 1509: Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 1517: Mr. HILL of Arkansas. 
H.R. 1521: Mrs. HARSHBARGER. 
H.R. 1530: Mrs. KIM. 
H.R. 1564: Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 1589: Mrs. SYKES. 
H.R. 1616: Mr. BISHOP. 
H.R. 1685: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1777: Ms. MCBRIDE. 
H.R. 1793: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1827: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 1845: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1884: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 1909: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 1920: Mr. ONDER. 
H.R. 1949: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1993: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania and 

Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 2033: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 2055: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 2075: Mr. GILL of Texas. 
H.R. 2086: Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. FRIEDMAN, 

and Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 2092: Mr. WITTMAN. 
H.R. 2095: Mr. CASE and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 2102: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 

MFUME, and Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. 
H.R. 2150: Mr. NEHLS and Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 2196: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 2253: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 2381: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi and 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2428: Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 2531: Ms. FRIEDMAN, Ms. BUDZINSKI, 

Mr. VEASEY, and Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 2547: Mr. LAHOOD and Mr. ESTES. 
H.R. 2548: Ms. STEFANIK and Ms. SHERRILL. 
H.R. 2565: Mr. PATRONIS. 
H.R. 2602: Mrs. MCIVER. 
H.R. 2736: Ms. POU and Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 2743: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 2777: Mr. PALMER. 
H.R. 2897: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 2948: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 3036: Ms. BUDZINSKI and Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 3040: Mr. WIED and Mr. PATRONIS. 
H.R. 3045: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana and Ms. 

PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 3070: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 3101: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3104: Mr. PALLONE and Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 3110: Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 3131: Mr. BACON and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 

H.R. 3136: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 3145: Mr. VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 3174: Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. 

JACK, Mr. LALOTA, Ms. KING-HINDS, and Ms. 
VAN DUYNE. 

H.R. 3184: Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. BOST, and Mr. 
THANEDAR. 

H.R. 3188: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. CASE, and Ms. LOFGREN. 

H.R. 3190: Ms. MCBRIDE and Mr. SHERMAN. 
H.R. 3197: Mrs. MCCLAIN and Mr. 

HARIDOPOLOS. 
H.R. 3264: Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 3276: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 3286: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. 
H.R. 3307: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 3328: Ms. MCBRIDE. 
H.R. 3340: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3398: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 3418: Ms. POU and Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3429: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 3447: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 3449: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 3489: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 3497: Mr. TAYLOR. 
H.R. 3514: Ms. GILLEN. 
H.R. 3532: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3534: Ms. GILLEN and Mr. VINDMAN. 
H.R. 3586: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 3592: Mr. NEHLS. 
H.R. 3607: Mr. MIN, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. 

THANEDAR, and Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 3613: Mrs. KIM. 
H.R. 3616: Mr. MCDOWELL. 
H.R. 3624: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 3632: Mr. ONDER. 
H.R. 3699: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. 
H.R. 3701: Mr. RUIZ, Mr. MULLIN, and Mr. 

TONKO. 
H.R. 3734: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 3747: Mr. VEASEY, Mr. RILEY of New 

York, Ms. CRAIG, and Mr. MACKENZIE. 
H.R. 3757: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 3829: Ms. SIMON. 
H.R. 3870: Mr. RULLI. 
H.R. 3876: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 3885: Mr. SOTO and Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3943: Mr. KEATING and Mr. LARSON of 

Connecticut. 
H.R. 3968: Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 
H.R. 3992: Mr. BURCHETT and Mr. ROSE. 
H.R. 3993: Mr. CORREA. 
H.R. 4057: Ms. POU. 
H.R. 4070: Mr. PALMER. 
H.R. 4084: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 4092: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 4093: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 4102: Mr. PALMER. 
H.R. 4104: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 4110: Mr. MANNION. 
H.R. 4140: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 4145: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. 
H.R. 4147: Mr. SIMPSON. 
H.R. 4176: Ms. MORRISON, Mr. AMO, and Mr. 

MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 4194: Mr. EVANS of Colorado and Mr. 

ONDER. 
H.R. 4214: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 4218: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 4231: Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. SUOZZI, and 

Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 4238: Mr. SHREVE. 
H.R. 4242: Mr. STAUBER and Mr. NEHLS. 
H.R. 4253: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 4282: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 4304: Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. SOTO, and Mr. 

RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 4311: Mr. ROUZER, Mr. WILSON of 

South Carolina, Mr. WIED, Mr. LAMALFA, and 
Mr. HARRIGAN. 

H.R. 4317: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS and Mr. BISHOP. 
H.R. 4323: Ms. MCBRIDE. 
H.R. 4346: Mr. CONAWAY. 
H.R. 4348: Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 4356: Mr. LYNCH, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 

DAVIS of North Carolina, and Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 4370: Mr. SHREVE. 
H.R. 4382: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr. LYNCH. 
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H.R. 4386: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 4396: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 4397: Mr. LANDSMAN and Ms. 

STEFANIK. 
H.R. 4398: Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. 

MANN, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, and Mr. HARD-
ER of California. 

H.R. 4401: Mr. MOORE of Alabama. 
H.R. 4405: Mr. BELL and Mr. OLSZEWSKI. 
H.R. 4426: Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 4429: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 4430: Mr. FIELDS and Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 4431: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4443: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

LIEU, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mrs. MCCLAIN 
DELANEY, Ms. WATERS, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. 
CORREA, and Mr. MENENDEZ. 

H.R. 4444: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 4449: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 4450: Mr. CLOUD. 
H.R. 4453: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 4456: Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. 

LIEU, Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. LOFGREN, and Mr. 
GOLDMAN of New York. 

H.R. 4457: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 

H.R. 4461: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 4469: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 4473: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 4474: Mr. PFLUGER and Mr. ADERHOLT. 
H.R. 4475: Mr. RUIZ. 
H.R. 4476: Ms. SIMON. 
H.R. 4482: Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY, Ms. 

PETTERSEN, and Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 4510: Mrs. SYKES and Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 4511: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 4516: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 4524: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK and 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 4525: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 4529: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 4535: Mr. SHREVE. 
H.J. Res. 12: Mr. FINE. 
H. Con. Res. 4: Ms. ROSS. 
H. Con. Res. 37: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H. Res. 70: Mr. RYAN, Mr. TRAN, Mr. SCOTT 

of Virginia, and Mr. RASKIN. 
H. Res. 167: Mr. BARR. 
H. Res. 220: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H. Res. 386: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H. Res. 473: Mr. TAKANO. 

H. Res. 493: Mrs. HAYES. 
H. Res. 551: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina 

and Mr. MOYLAN. 
H. Res. 564: Mr. KEAN. 
H. Res. 570: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H. Res. 571: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H. Res. 575: Mr. CORREA and Mrs. FLETCH-

ER. 
H. Res. 581: Mr. RASKIN, Ms. PEREZ, Mr. 

RYAN, and Mr. SELF. 
H. Res. 588: Mr. KEAN, Mr. BIGGS of Ari-

zona, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. 
FRY, Mr. CAREY, and Mr. BOST. 

H. Res. 589: Mr. ALFORD. 
H. Res. 594: Mr. DAVIDSON. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 4244: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas. 
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