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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOORE of Utah).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC.
July 15, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BLAKE D.
MOORE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. OLGA KARMAN

(Mr. KENNEDY of New York was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with both deep
sorrow and immense gratitude to honor
the extraordinary life and legacy of my
dear friend, Dr. Olga Karman, who
passed away last week after a coura-
geous battle with leukemia.

Dr. Karman was a poet, a professor,
an immigrant, an activist, a mother, a
grandmother, and a mentor.

She profoundly shaped my life and
the lives of countless others across the
globe.

Dr. Karman was born in 1940 in Ha-
vana, Cuba, where she graduated from
the distinguished Ruston Academy in
1958 and attended Santo Tomas de
Villanueva University.

By 1960, she left Cuba, immigrating
to the United States for a better life.

After settling in rural Connecticut,
she resumed her education at Con-
necticut College, graduating in 1966
summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa.

Powered by her fierce intellect and
passion, she received a Woodrow Wilson
Fellowship to study at Harvard Univer-
sity, earning her a Ph.D. in Latin
American literature in 1976.

Later that same year, Dr. Karman ar-
rived in Buffalo, where she would spend
the rest of her life enriching the city’s
cultural, academic, and civic fabric.
She taught Spanish at Nichols School,
and in 1980, she joined the faculty of
D’Youville University, my alma mater,
where she spent the next 27 years
teaching generations of students.

At D’Youville, Dr. Karman taught
Spanish and helped to establish the
D’Youville-Da Vinci High School part-
nership. Her impact as an educator was
immeasurable. I was one of the many
students lucky enough to sit in her
classroom.

In 1997, I participated in the study
abroad trip to Panama with Dr.
Karman. As we visited the rainforest
and met with the people of the region,
she turned to me and out of the blue
asked me: ‘‘Have you ever thought
about getting involved in politics?” I
said: ‘I think about it every day, but I
don’t know how.”’

She gave me a one-word answer that
changed my life forever: ‘‘volunteer.”
That moment was a true turning point
for me and led me to where I am today.

That story, so simple yet so pro-
found, speaks to who she was: a woman
who saw people clearly and believed in
them completely.

She believed that politics is personal,
that poetry can be protest, and that
identity is not a limitation but a call-
ing. Her own life was proof.

As a lifelong author, Olga’s work was
widely published and deeply personal.
Her memoir, ‘‘Scatter My Ashes Over
Havana,’”’ captured the pain of her exile
and the complexity of her return to
Cuba. Her poems appeared in The Na-
tion, The New Republic, The Buffalo
News, and even on public artwork
throughout Buffalo’s West Side where
she lived and wrote until her final
days.

Dr. Karman’s commitment to service
extended far beyond the classroom or
the written word. She was relentless in
her advocacy for our community and
for people. She served on the Gov-
ernor’s Advisory Committee for His-
panic Affairs. She was a founding mem-
ber of western New York’s Hispanics
and Friends and helped shape Hispanics
United of Buffalo.

She spent her later years as a cer-
tified interpreter for the board of pa-
role, all while continuing to write
poems and short works.

We lost Dr. Olga Karman last week
on July 9. She passed away just as she
lived: surrounded by family. She is sur-
vived by her children, Carla and Na-
thaniel, and her lifelong companion
and twin brother, Roberto Karman.

Olga’s greatest joy in life was being a
grandmother to Gregory, Woodrow,
Nicholas, William, Hugh, and Mika;
and a proud great-grandmother to
Ayla, Penelope, Avery, and Lincoln.

She leaves behind a grateful commu-
nity and countless friends, too many to
name, but just to name a few: Michelle
Swygert-Seay, Raul and Geno Russi,
Mayor Tony Masiello, Judge Raul
Figueroa, Assemblyman Sam Hoyt, and
of course, her entire D’Youville Univer-
sity family.

Our Nation is a better place because
of Dr. Olga Karman. I am forever grate-
ful that our paths crossed. We honor
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Dr. Olga Karman’s legacy today know-
ing that her spirit lives on through her
writings and the lives she touched, in-
cluding my own.

Dr. Olga Karman will be deeply
missed. May she rest in peace.

“Thank you very much, my good
friend. We love you”’;

‘““Muchas gracias mi buena amiga. Te
queremos.’’

———

CONGRATULATING JOE JENSEN

(Mrs. FISCHBACH of Minnesota was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate Joe Jensen on a suc-
cessful 50-year career serving as a 911
dispatcher. Joe started his career at
the Marshall Police Department as a
dispatcher and is wrapping it up with
Lyon County.

His calm voice put people at ease,
even during one of the scariest times of
their lives.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Joe for his
courage, positivity, and service
throughout the years. The community
will miss him, but they are grateful to
him for making it a better place. May
he enjoy his well-deserved retirement
and the next chapter of his life. Mr.
Speaker, I congratulate Joe.

CONGRATULATING OFFICER SARA VANLEEUWE

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate Officer Sara
VanLeeuwe on a successful 30-year ca-
reer at the Marshall Police Force.
From the time she was a teenager,
Sara knew she wanted to be a police of-
ficer, starting her career as a part-time
officer.

Over her 30 years, Officer VanLeeuwe
has had a huge impact throughout her
community and especially loved the
work she did in the schools. She taught
antidrug classes to hundreds of stu-
dents and served for 19 years as the
Marshall School resource officer.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Sara for her
courage, compassion, and service. I
know Marshall will miss her presence
on the force. May she enjoy her well-
deserved retirement.

CONGRATULATING 2025 MEEKER COUNTY FARM

FAMILY OF THE YEAR

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to congratulate the 2025 Meeker Coun-
ty Farm Family of the Year: the
Ahlgrens. Along with their six children
and a few part-time employees, Rick
and Sarah Ahlgren run the Ahlgren
Dairy. The farm milks 220 cows and
raises replacement heifers in Ellsworth
Township.

While the farm has been in the fam-
ily for generations, since Rick and
Sarah purchased the operation in 2018,
the family has invested in new robotic
equipment, cover cropping, and a new
heifer barn. The family is also active in
their community, participating in edu-
cational events and even hosting a live
nativity scene for the public each De-
cember.

I am proud to have a family so com-
mitted to both responsible agriculture
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and their community. It is because of
family like theirs that our rural com-
munities thrive.

———

AMERICANS HAVE A RIGHT TO A
QUALITY PUBLIC EDUCATION

(Mrs. MCBATH of Georgia was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak out against the attack
on every American’s right to a quality
public education in this country.

Families have been promised the
right to send their kids to good public
schools, regardless of where they live,
how much money they make, or their
child’s disability. However, the care-
less actions of Secretary McMahon and
the Trump administration continue to
threaten that promise.

From canceling programs dedicated
to teaching children with dyslexia, au-
tism, and other disabilities in the mid-
dle of the school year, to cutting teach-
er pay and illegally withholding bil-
lions of dollars meant for after-school
programs, President Trump and Sec-
retary McMahon are choosing to make
it more difficult for your child to get
the attention and high-quality edu-
cation that they deserve at school.
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They are choosing to miss deadlines
and hold your tax dollars hostage, tax
dollars meant specifically for our chil-
dren.

This funding is typically released
every year before July 1 to ensure that
schools are ready to go for the school
year that is about to start the next
month. It represents at least 10 percent
of Federal K-12 funding in every State
and almost 15 percent in my home
State of Georgia, almost $225 million.

These dollars appropriated by Con-
gress are meant to improve student
learning and empowerment, as well as
their achievement, operate before- and
after-school programs, train teachers,
and help adult learners go back to fin-
ish high school.

A few weeks ago, on the evening of
June 30, the Department of Education
sent out the following message to
States:

“Given the change in administra-
tions, the Department is reviewing [the
funding for these programs], and deci-
sions have not yet been made con-
cerning submissions and awards for
this upcoming academic year. Accord-
ingly, the Department will not be
issuing grant award notifications obli-
gating funds for these programs on
July 1.”

In their own words, they knew this
deadline was coming and missed it any-
way. They chose to wait until the last
second to notify States and schools
that the funding your family relies on
to educate your child for the school
year that is starting in a few short
weeks is not where it is supposed to be.

Instead of being in your child’s class-
room, your money is sitting in Wash-
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ington because the Secretary of Edu-
cation could not be bothered to meet a
deadline that is the difference between
a school having an after-school pro-
gram or not. This is funding that is the
difference between a child having a
safe place to go while they wait for
mom or dad to get off work and come
get them or not.

The Trump administration’s failure
to release this funding on time is dis-
rupting school and district planning,
jeopardizing the education of millions
of students, and forcing layoffs, pro-
gram delays, and cancellations for stu-
dents and their families. It is wrong,
and it is completely unnecessary.

Last week, I led a letter to the ad-
ministration signed by 150 Members of
the House demanding that the adminis-
tration follow the law and release this
funding. House Democrats will con-
tinue to do everything that we can to
make this right for the families who
are counting on us every day.

There is no legitimate reason that
any child or family in this country
should have to personally deal with
program closures and larger class sizes.
That is what the Secretary and Presi-
dent are demanding of parents every
single day that they fail to meet this
incredibly basic responsibility.

My son, Jordan, was, unfortunately,
killed in a shooting in 2012, and I miss
him every single day. While my son
may be gone, I will never stop being his
mother. I will never stop fighting for
every child who isn’t getting what they
truly deserve from our great country.

When I came to Congress in 2019, I
promised I would never stop fighting to
ensure that every kid who grows up
here in the United States receives the
skills necessary and stays alive long
enough to live a decent life, a life that
my son never got to truly fully explore
or enjoy.

Time and time again, Secretary
McMahon and President Trump fail to
rise to the challenge, and the American
people are the ones who continue to
pay the price.

No more excuses. Secretary McMa-
hon and this administration must fol-
low the law and immediately release
the funding meant for our schools,
teachers, and families. It must happen.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF GOLDA
EISENBACH

(Mr. LAWLER of New York was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life of little Golda Eisenbach, who was
tragically taken from the Monsey com-
munity in June.

Golda was the beloved 4-year-old
daughter of Spring Valley Trustee
Yisroel Eisenbach, a dedicated public
servant from a cherished Rockland
County family.

Golda’s life was cut short in a tragic
accident caused by a drunk driver, a
painful reminder of how one reckless
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choice can shatter lives. What should
have been a peaceful end to a day play-
ing at the park with her family and
friends ended in heartbreak.

My thoughts and prayers are with
the Eisenbach family as they continue
to mourn their precious daughter’s life.
Golda brought so much light and love
to her family.

My prayers are also with the other
victims of this senseless accident who
are still recovering.

May Golda’s memory be a blessing,
and may her loved ones find peace in
the strength of the community sur-
rounding them.

HONORING THE LIFE OF HERMAN S. GEIST

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the life of Herman S. Geist, a
Westchester County legend and a true
public servant.

Herman was the first-ever chairman
of the Westchester County Board of
Legislators, and he helped build the
foundation of local government in our
region for years to come.

A decorated World War II veteran,
Herman came home and spent his life
working to strengthen his community,
from protecting our parks to sup-
porting healthcare and preserving New
York’s history.

Herman led with humility, integrity,
and purpose, and Westchester is better
because of him.

I thank his family for sharing Her-
man with all of us. Herman’s legacy
lives on in the institutions he strength-
ened, the people he mentored, and the
county that he helped shape.

HONORING PATRICIA ‘‘PATTY’’ RATHSCHMIDT

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of an extraor-
dinary Putnam County resident, Patri-
cia ‘“‘Patty’” Rathschmidt, who passed
away this week surrounded by the fam-
ily she so deeply loved.

A daughter of Yonkers, the proud
child of an Irish immigrant mother and
a decorated World War II veteran,
Patty lived a life rooted in service. As
a nurse, as a mother of 8, and as a
grandmother of 12, Patty poured her
heart into caring for others.

Perhaps her most lasting impact
began in 2007 when her son Luke was
deployed with the 82nd Airborne. Patty
and her husband, Jim, founded United
for the Troops, a nonprofit that has
sent over 30,000 care packages to our
men and women in uniform. Each one
is a symbol of love, gratitude, and the
warmth of home and is sealed with a
kiss.

Patty’s strength, compassion, and
selfless spirit inspired all who Kknew
her. I considered her a friend and will
miss her dedication and commitment
to our community.

May her memory always be a bless-
ing, and may she find peace with her
son Luke in Heaven.

HONORING RON TOCCI

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a true Hudson Valley
hero, Ron Tocci, for his lifelong service
to our veterans, our State, and our Na-
tion.
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A proud son of New Rochelle and a
U.S. Army paratrooper with the 82nd
Airborne, Ron Tocci brought the same
grit and commitment to public service
that he brought to the battlefield.

For 20 years, he served in the New
York State Assembly, including over a
decade as chair of the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, where he authored more
than 200 bills. Ron secured funding for
State veterans’ nursing homes, fought
for those battling addiction, and never
stopped working to uphold the dignity
of our flag and those who defend it.

Ron was then commissioner of vet-
erans affairs for the State of New York,
and for 11 years, he served as director
of the Westchester County Veterans
Service Agency, where he fought to
combat veteran homelessness and pro-
vide our veterans with the services and
dignity that they deserve.

On behalf of a grateful community, I
thank Ron for his decades of selfless
leadership and for reminding all of us
what it means to put service above self.

Ron has been a tremendous friend,
supporter, and colleague, and I look
forward to what the future holds for
him.

——
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THANKING OFFICER ROBERT
SCISCO

(Ms. MCBRIDE of Delaware was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Ms. McBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Officer Robert
Scisco, a school resource officer at Re-
hoboth Elementary, who has been
named Delaware Mentor of the Month.

For the last 3 years, Officer Scisco
has mentored Yanziel Rodriguez, a ris-
ing fourth grader, meeting weekly to
talk, play checkers, and build a bond
grounded in trust and encouragement.
Before every move, Officer Scisco re-
minds Yanziel to stop, take a moment,
and think, advice for a game of check-
ers and for life.

This is what public service looks
like: presence, patience, and purpose.

Officer Scisco is helping build a cul-
ture of safety and connection in our
schools, one relationship at a time. I
thank him and the Cape Henlopen
School District.

HONORING NORTH SHORES BEACH PATROL

Ms. McBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary her-
oism of the North Shores Beach Patrol
lifeguards who, while off duty, sprang
into action to save a swimmer in dis-
tress off the coast of Delaware.

On the evening of July 3, lifeguards
received an alert of a distressed swim-
mer and immediately texted one an-
other, racing back to the beach. Luke
McDermott and five others searched
beyond their patrol zone and swam
over 300 yards in dangerous, choppy
water to rescue a woman who had been
adrift for 2 hours without a life jacket.

Their swift response, courage, and
deep sense of duty saved a life, and
Delaware is indebted to them.
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DEVASTATING FOOD ASSISTANCE CUTS
Ms. MCBRIDE. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I stood alongside Senators COONS
and BLUNT ROCHESTER at the Food
Bank of Delaware, joined by advocates,
providers, and families, to speak out
against the devastating food assistance
cuts in the Republican budget. The
most powerful voice that day was my
constituent, Elizabeth Morales.

Elizabeth is a biochemist, a widow,
and a mom from Newark. After an un-
expected layoff in 2023, SNAP gave her
just enough support to keep food on
the table for her daughter while she
got back on her feet. It wasn’t a hand-
out. It was a lifeline. Now, that lifeline
is being ripped away from families like
Elizabeth’s.

Under this budget, Delaware will lose
tens of millions of dollars in SNAP sup-
port, putting more than 37,000 families
at risk. These cuts don’t just stop at
the grocery store. They reach into our
classrooms.

Up until this budget, kids were auto-
matically enrolled in school meal pro-
grams through SNAP, but this budget
breaks that link, creating a mountain
of paperwork for families and schools
and putting thousands of students at
risk of going hungry.

We know that a hungry child cannot
learn. Nutrition fuels focus, growth,
and lifelong success. These cuts don’t
just take away meals; they take away
potential. As Elizabeth put it: This is
theft, plain and simple.

It is cruelty disguised as policy. It
punishes families not for failing to
work, but for living through a hard
season. I will not stop fighting until we
restore this funding so that no one in
Delaware goes hungry.

——

READ THE BILL

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS of Florida was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, it
is great to be here in the people’s
House once again.

Just a week ago, when I was cele-
brating with friends the July Fourth
holiday, watching the fireworks go off
and celebrating the freedoms we enjoy,
many people actually came up to me in
Palm Bay.

In fact, one mom came up to me and
said: How can you vote to take away
my child’s Medicaid? He is disabled.
For about 5 minutes, I talked to her at
length, talking about what this bill is
versus what people are talking about,
especially the media, especially those
right now on my right.

To her great happiness, I think, I
told her that her child would not be
left behind, that this bill keeps cov-
erage for the most wvulnerable, espe-
cially our disabled. I literally pointed
it out to her, by looking at pages 630 to
633 in the bill. I even told her to simply
read the bill and not believe some of
the statements she read in the media
or the scary texts that were coming
out.
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A few days later, I heard back from
her. She said: You were right. It is in
the bill. My son will still be protected.

That was a really happy day for me
because people were seeing the true
story. They were moving beyond some
of the bogus headlines and to the truth.
We owe it to those folks who are vul-
nerable to take care of them. We are a
just and civil society that shows com-
passion, especially for folks who are in
need.

When you read the bill closely on
pages 630 to 633, it outlines: If you are
a senior in a nursing home, you are
protected; if you are a child of low-in-
come parents, you are protected; if you
are a pregnant woman, you are pro-
tected. Those are important items. We
made those promises to our most vul-
nerable.

We also sent a very clear message
that if you are able-bodied, get out
there and work, be a part of the Amer-
ican Dream, the American experience,
and make sure that we are all playing
on a level playing field.

We were recently at a hotel. Can you
imagine if you walked into a place, you
had to pay the full freight for that
hotel room, and someone else who
made the exact same amount of money
didn’t have to pay a dime because they
either lied on the application or maybe
they no longer did a check to verify
what their income was? That is not
fair.

However, the good news is that with
this new bill, there are incentives to
get back into the workplace. The latest
numbers that came out indicate 10 mil-
lion Americans are going to be going
back to work. The odds are they will
actually get health insurance paid for
by their employer or, because they are
earning more money, they can afford
to do so.

That is the American Dream. It is
not to be a ward of the State. It is to
live the American Dream. It is to be on
this Earth because God wanted us to be
active members in our community, not
a ward of the State. These are com-
monsense ideas in which jobs matter
and dignity matters. That is what we
did in this bill.

The other overwhelming rhetoric I
kept hearing over and over is, this is
somehow a big tax cut for the rich.
Again, for those people who don’t
know, the tax rate for the wealthiest
Americans did not change. I want to
make sure that it echoes through the
next few years, that they recognize the
folks who are working and happen to
be earning the most money will stay at
the same exact tax rate.

What we did do is help out folks who
were hardest hit the last 4 years by
higher prices: grocery stores, res-
taurants, their rent, and of course gas-
oline. Those were all up 20 and 30 per-
cent, and people were hurting. There
was no tax relief in 2021 or 2022. Now,
they are saying suddenly they want to
give tax relief to the middle class.

They had the trifecta back in 2021
and 2022. They chose to do nothing. We
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stepped up and said: If you earn tips, if
you earn overtime, especially if you
work for a lifetime and you earn Social
Security, we are going to give you a
tax cut. Some of those, in fact, are ret-
roactive. That is real money in people’s
pockets. We are moving this country
forward.

I am happy to be a part of the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act to back up what
we talked about on the campaign trail
and to have a leader in our President
who is willing to put it all on the line
for people who are in an unfortunate
situation. That is the American
Dream, and that is why I am proud to
support this bill.

I can’t wait until a year from now
when they see some of the mistruths
that were stated on this floor come to
reality, that we protected the most
vulnerable, stimulated and grew this
economy, and really took on the status
quo in Washington, D.C.

———

CONGRATULATING LARRY
HASKELL ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. BAUMGARTNER of Washington
was recognized to address the House for
5 minutes.)

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize and honor
Larry Haskell, Spokane County Pros-
ecuting Attorney, who recently an-
nounced his retirement after more
than a decade of dedicated service.

Larry’s career is a testament to true
public service. Before serving as a pros-
ecutor, he was a B-1 and B-52 pilot in
the U.S. Air Force and a lieutenant
colonel who answered the call to duty
after 9/11, serving bravely in Operations
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

After retiring from the military in
2005, Larry returned to Spokane to con-
tinue his work in the prosecuting at-
torney’s office, where he was elected in
2014 and has since dedicated himself to
justice in our community.

Over the years, Larry has tackled
some of the toughest cases—murder,
assaults, gun crimes, gangs, witness in-
timidation—always with integrity and
unwavering commitment to public
service.

Larry once said that being elected to
his office was one of the greatest hon-
ors of his life, and it is clear he poured
his heart and soul into this work. He
also showed wisdom and humility,
knowing when it is time to pass the
torch.

As Larry steps into retirement, I
thank him for his courage, dedication,
and service, both in uniform and in the
courtroom. Spokane County and our
entire region owe Larry Haskell a debt
of gratitude.

I congratulate Larry on a job well
done and wish him all the best in his
next chapter.

FIREFIGHTERS RUN TOWARD DANGER

Mr. BAUMGARTNER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today with a heavy heart not just
to speak but to mourn, to honor, and to
demand that we never grow numb to
the unimaginable loss suffered by those
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who dedicate their lives to protecting
ours.

Every day, nearly 1 million volunteer
and career firefighters across our coun-
try suit up, knowing they may not re-
turn home. They run toward danger
when many others run away.

They give up holidays, time with
their children, and nights of sleep so
we can live safely.

Today, I rise to honor three of them,
three men from the Coeur d’Alene Fire
Department and Kootenai County Fire
& Rescue who answered the call of duty
and paid the price for their courage in
an act of senseless and evil violence.
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Mr. Speaker, Battalion Chiefs John
Morrison and Frank Harwood were not
only respected leaders in the fire serv-
ice, they were pillars of the Coeur
d’Alene community. They were proud
husbands, fathers, and friends. They
were the kind of men who showed up
before anyone asked, who did the work
no one saw, and who led not with titles
but with strength and humility.

Gabe Eckert, president of Local 710,
recalled his last memory with John
Morrison. They were just two men on
the patio, quietly drinking beers and
talking about their dads.

That is who these men were, con-
stantly striving to serve the public and
the people closest to them. We lost
more than firefighters. We lost role
models.

Engineer David Tysdal was also criti-
cally injured in the attack. He has now
endured three major surgeries. By
God’s grace, he is steadily recovering.
If he is listening today, we encourage
David to stay strong. He carries the
prayers of gratitude of a nation with
him.

Mr. Speaker, this violence was not
just a tragedy. It was an outrage. An
attack on these men was an attack on
the very fabric of our community. That
anyone would target them with such
brutality should chill us to the bone.

The deaths of John Morrison and
Frank Harwood and the injury of David
Tysdal are a devastating reminder of
the cost of service.

To the loved ones mourning these
brave men, no words will ever be
enough. May they find comfort in
knowing their courage echoes far be-
yond Coeur d’Alene.

———————

CONGRATULATING MILITARY
ACADEMY APPOINTEES

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to congratulate 37 outstanding stu-
dents in my district who accepted ap-
pointments to the Nation’s military
academies. They just reported last
week, and these are incredibly impres-
sive young men and women.

My district, Virginia’s 10th, has an
incredibly competitive process and
nominates the most number of people
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to military academies of any district
in the country.

These young men and women were
able to get through our rigorous
progress by demonstrating leadership,
patriotism, and a commitment to serv-
ice.

We thank the students for their dedi-
cation, their courage, and their will-
ingness to answer the call. We look for-
ward to seeing the incredible impact
they will have as future leaders of our
Armed Forces.

MEDICAID PAPERWORK RED TAPE

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
we keep hearing the same thing about
the big, ugly bill the President signed
last week. We hear we are Kkeeping
Medicaid for the people who need it and
only kicking off able-bodied people.
This is simply not true.

These cuts to people’s benefits are a
little sneaky. It is not a work require-
ment. It is a paperwork requirement.
They want to inundate people who need
Medicaid as a lifeline with paperwork
that will be difficult for them to do.

These are folks with health issues,
folks on Medicaid with disabilities,
mothers and fathers with multiple jobs
and kids, or without access to reliable
broadband in a few cases.

The red tape imposed on Medicaid by
this bill isn’t meant to be a flaw. It is
the whole point. That is why they have
pushed it forward past the next elec-
tion.

We have seen this before. In Arkan-
sas and Georgia, they promised to save
taxpayer money with ‘“‘work require-
ments.”” All they did was kick people
off who actually needed it the most.
Unemployment rates didn’t go up.
Why? Many people on Medicaid are al-
ready working.

Who is better at paperwork? Is it
someone on disability who Medicaid
was intended for or someone who wants
to defraud the system?

Most of the waste, fraud, and abuse
in Medicaid is actually from providers
and not from the folks who need it. No,
the real fraud is this paperwork re-
quirement. We need to get rid of it.

CONCERN FOR EDUCATIONAL FUNDING

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today out of deep concern for stu-
dents across Virginia and the country.
Right now, this administration is with-
holding nearly $7 billion in congres-
sionally approved education funding.

This is money meant for public
schools. These fund after-school pro-
grams, teacher training, literacy train-
ing, and more. Without warning, the
administration froze them. The result
has been delays and potential cuts and
layoffs. School districts, including the
ones that I represent, are now scram-
bling to fill unexpected budget gaps.

I have heard directly from educators
in my district whose jobs will be on the
line and whose students risk losing
vital support if this funding isn’t re-
stored.

It is our students who will pay the ul-
timate price, but it doesn’t stop there.
The Department of Education has been
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painfully slow to respond to those
seeking help.

My constituents have been waiting
for months for the Public Service Loan
Forgiveness that they are owed. Others
have been placed on incorrect student
loan payment plans and subjected to
poor treatment from loan providers.
They are left frustrated and financially
strained.

The administration must release K-
12 funding and allow the Department of
Education to continue their work. Our
students deserve better than this waste
and red tape.

CONGRATULATING MADISON WHITBECK

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
congratulations to former Ms. Loudoun
County, now Ms. Virginia, Madison
Whitbeck.

Madison is a proud graduate of River-
side High School in Loudoun County
where she cultivated a love for the
arts. Madison will spend the year trav-
eling to over 70 elementary schools,
teaching students curriculum on mak-
ing health choices relating to drugs
and alcohol.

She will begin her work on the Arts
for All initiative, as well, seeking to
expand access to the arts for students
across the Commonwealth.

Mr. Speaker, we congratulate Madi-
son, and we look forward to seeing all
the great things that she does.

U.S. EMBASSY VISA UNCERTAINTY

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to highlight a concern I have
heard from many constituents about
the delays and uncertainty in the visa
process at U.S. Embassies, particularly
in Islamabad.

Families in my district have cases
stuck in administrative processing
with no clear timeline. These delays
are keeping families apart, creating
needless anxiety and making it impos-
sible to plan for the future.

Just last week, this administration
announced the firings of 1,300 staff at
the State Department. That is 1,100
civil servants and 246 Foreign Service
officers.

While these cuts may not directly
impact those embassy operations, they
are only going to have a domino effect
that is going to hurt every single em-
bassy around the country and around
the world.

At a time of heightened conflict and
global uncertainty, we should invest in
our diplomatic and consular capacities,
not reducing them. I hope that the
work in Islamabad has improved so
that our constituents can be served
better.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE
WATERVILLE HOTEL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was
recognized to address the House for 5
minutes.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize The
Waterville Hotel, a cherished institu-
tion in Waterville, Pennsylvania, as it
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marks two centuries of service to the
Pine Creek Valley community.

In 1825, Abraham Harris founded
what was then known as the Harris

Hotel, strategically positioned on
Route 44 overlooking Little Pine
Creek.

It quickly became more than a sim-
ple roadside stop. It provided rest, ref-
uge, and warmth for Ilumberjacks,
hunters, fishermen, travelers, and poli-
ticians traversing our rugged Pennsyl-
vania Wilds.

As the logging and lumber industry
flourished in the 19th century, so did
the hotel’s significance. It hosted com-
munity meetings, business affairs, so-
cial gatherings, and even served as a
way station for elected officials, be-
coming an integral part of the region’s
political and civic fabric.

Through wars, Prohibition, economic
strangulation, and the decline of rail,
The Waterville Hotel pressed on. Under
the stewardship of generations, most
notably under Jess and William Smith
from 1933 to 1945, it reinvented itself,
evolving along with its patrons and the
purpose it served, the Pennsylvania
Wilds.

Fast-forward to 2023, when local resi-
dents Jason McConnell and Vanessa
Brown, whose families had roots and
ownership of the adjacent country
store, joined forces with longtime
friend Brad Wyland to revitalize both
the hotel and the restaurant.

Their vision has been rooted in pride
and preservation, honoring family ties
and restoring beloved menu items in-
cluding a throwback menu featuring
The Original Mountain Burger, a cul-
inary emblem of community heritage.

Today, The Waterville Hotel stands
as a vibrant hub, serving hearty fare
from burgers and fries to vegetarian
dishes, complemented by local craft
beers and wines. The interior is filled
with photographs spanning genera-
tions, each snapshot a testament to
traditions, memories, and the moments
shared.

For many, this hotel is far more than
a place to eat or sleep. It is a commu-
nity gathering place. It is their own
Cheers, as longtime staff member Dan
Collar described. It is a place where
locals and visitors alike return year
after year, bound by a shared experi-
ence of belonging.

O 1040

The Waterville Hotel serves as a
gateway to the spectacular Pine Creek
Valley, the Pennsylvania Grand Can-
yon, and the Pine Creek Rail Trail.

From summer activities like biking,
hiking, kayaking, and fishing to winter
pursuits such as snowmobiling and
snowshoeing, guests make the hotel
their base for outdoor adventures
throughout the seasons.

As we celebrate 200 years from its
humble origins in 1825 to its enduring
cornerstone status today, we honor not
just a building but a living legacy
woven into the heart of Waterville.

It has cultivated community, sup-
ported local economies, and preserved
a connection across generations.
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Looking ahead, under the steward-
ship of McConnell, Brown, and Wyland,
and buoyed by devoted staff and loyal
patrons, the Waterville Hotel embarks
on its third century with the same
spirit of resilience, innovation, and
community pride that has carried it
this far.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues
to join me in celebrating the
Waterville Hotel’s bicentennial, a sym-
bol of heritage, community, and hope.

May its doors open to new chapters
for generations to come.

———
CONGRATULATING CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL  WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
TEAM

(Mr. CLINE of Virginia was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to honor the Central Falcons softball
team for their first-ever State cham-
pionship title.

The heart of this historic victory was
the junior left fielder Hadley
Witherow, who made the catch of her
life to seal the 4-1 win over King Wil-
liam for the class 2 State title.

The Falcons were led by Coach
Timmy Wakeman and Assistant Coach
Jamey Mantz, who instilled belief in
players like Kristen Hockman, whose
bat sparked the offense; Veronica Gor-
don, who delivered key hits; and
Keriana Stottlemyer, who set the tone
with her patience at the plate.

Serenity Burnshire and Carsyn Bur-
ton added crucial doubles, and Vanessa
Gordon’s sacrifice fly RBI in the bot-
tom of the fifth created another scor-
ing play.

While in the circle, Lexi Burkholder
and Liz Bilbow combined for a stellar
performance, supported by the steady
glove of Emily Finks behind the plate.
Together, they held off King William’s
powerful bats.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in cele-
brating this remarkable group, the
Central Falcons softball team, and
their unforgettable championship run.

RECOGNIZING PRESIDENT’S CUP WINNER
CHRISTENDOM COLLEGE

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to honor Christendom College, which
has, once again, shown that excellence
on the field can go hand in hand with
achievement in the classroom.

The United States Collegiate Ath-
letic Association named Christendom
the winner of the 2025 President’s Cup,
recognizing the Nation’s top academic-
performing athletic department. I com-
mend Director of Athletics Patrick
Quest and Assistant Athletic Director
Joe Dotson for their outstanding lead-
ership.

Christendom’s varsity teams posted a
3.51 GPA, with the senior student ath-
lete class achieving a 3.61 average. A
total of 45 student-athlete sophomores,
juniors, and seniors earned USCAA and
NCR National Academic All-American
honors. The 20 senior academic all-
Americans are Josie Belleville, Regina
Bonvissuto, Cate Brezinsky, Jude
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Burkett, Sean Corcoran, Joshua Cruz,
David Echaniz, John Gunthorpe, Mi-
randa Keller, Colleen Kosten, Bridget

McCaughey, Mary Noble, Mary
Sabados, Lizzie Scarchilli, Andrew
Snyder, Catherine Thomas, Michael

Townsend, JP Tsakanikas, Christopher
Usher, and Nicholas Ward, many excel-
ling in multiple sports. Twenty-five
sophomores and juniors were also rec-
ognized for their academic excellence.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Chris-
tendom on this fourth President’s Cup
in 6 years, which reflects a deep com-
mitment to forming student athletes
who excel both intellectually and ath-
letically.

RECOGNIZING SALEM HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’
LACROSSE TEAM

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise
to recognize the Salem High School
boys’ lacrosse team, which made his-
tory this year by capturing their first-
ever VHSL State championship.

They capped an incredible 2025 season
with an 11-7 victory over Loudoun
County. Along the way, they won the
Region 4D championship with a 14-3
win over Jefferson Forest and claimed
the Tommy Girani Cup, achieving all
three of their goals.

Their journey was defined by resil-
ience and determination. After falling
short in last year’s quarterfinals, they
returned to defeat Broad Run 9-4 and
upset three-time defending champs
Atlee in a hard-fought 7-5 semifinal.

This historic run was powered by
standout performances. Jackson Jones
led with 37 goals and 47 assists. Holden
Custer added 45 goals and 21 assists.
Parker Dallas scored 42 goals with 36
assists. Jackson Wininger contributed
24 goals and 26 assists.

On defense, Ronnie Frith, Brayden
Hall, and Carson Garland combined for
over 120 takeaways and 180 ground
balls, while goalie Richard Hof made
125 saves. Face-off specialist Ryan War-
ren won nearly 70 percent of his draws.
Remarkably, seven players earned first
team all-State honors.

I commend Coach George Revercomb,
his staff, and Athletic Director Drew
Barrett. This championship reflects the
spirit of Salem, a city that rallies be-
hind its youth.

I congratulate the team, their fami-
lies, and the Salem community.

PROTECTING AMERICANS FROM FINANCIAL
SURVEILLANCE

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the Anti-CBDC Surveil-
lance State Act. This critical legisla-
tion aims to safeguard financial pri-
vacy and freedom of the American peo-
ple.

A central bank digital currency may
sound like innovation, but under Fed-
eral control, it becomes a powerful and
dangerous tool for surveillance. This
allows unelected bureaucrats to mon-
itor and potentially restrict how Amer-
icans spend their hard-earned wages.

Recently, we have seen alarming ex-
amples of this kind of overreach, from
the Chinese Communist Party using its
digital currency to track and control

July 15, 2025

citizens to Prime Minister Trudeau in
Canada freezing the bank accounts of
peaceful protesters. That kind of gov-
ernment power has no place in the
United States.

The Anti-CBDC Surveillance State
Act ensures the Federal Reserve can-
not issue a CBDC without explicit au-
thorization from Congress. It protects
financial privacy and upholds the con-
stitutional rights of every American.

—————

CELEBRATING DUVAL COUNTY,
FLORIDA

(Mr. BEAN of Florida was recognized
to address the House for 5 minutes.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Duuuval.

Mr. Speaker, football fans across the
Southeast will recognize that as the
rallying cry for the Jacksonville Jag-
uars. You may wonder how many u’s
are in that rallying cry. The answer is:
No one really knows. How about that?

Everyone knows that there is one
“a” in that rallying cry, and that is
the reason, Mr. Speaker, I want to
focus on that ‘“‘a’ because, for the first
time ever, Duval County schools re-
ceived an A grade from the State of
Florida Department of Education.

It is a big deal. It is a big deal in
northeast Florida. This momentous ac-
complishment reflects the hard work
and unwavering commitment of our
students, educators, administrators,
families, and parents. It reflects years
of progress, innovation, and a commu-
nity-wide effort to achieve educational
excellence.

Under the leadership of Super-
intendent Dr. Christopher Bernier, the
school board, and the steadfast efforts
of teachers and staff across the dis-
trict, Duval County has not only met
the State’s rigorous standards, but it
has surpassed them, Mr. Speaker.

To the parents who have stayed in-
volved, to the students who rose to the
challenge, and to every member of
Team Duval, I thank them. Their suc-
cess is a shining example of what hap-
pens when a community believes in its
children and backs that belief with ac-
tion.

I congratulate Duval on this well-de-
served recognition. Duuuval—I can’t
say it enough.

HONORING NASSAU COUNTY PIRATES

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
am a Pirate, arrgh.

Mr. Speaker, you might think of a pi-
rate as someone who takes what isn’t
theirs, but in Nassau County, Florida,
a Pirate is someone who earns every-
thing they have with grit, heart, and
honor.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, as a proud
Pirate, a graduate of Fernandina Beach
High School, and a product of Nassau
County Schools. Today, Mr. Speaker, I
rise with great pride to recognize a his-
toric achievement. Under the leader-
ship of Superintendent Dr. Kathy
Burns, the Nassau County School
Board, and a tremendous support team,
Nassau County Schools has been named
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number one in the State of Florida by
the Department of Education. Number
one goes to Nassau County. Even more
impressive is that every single school
in the district earned an A rating from
the Department of Education.

It is not just about grades, Mr.
Speaker. It is a reflection of commu-
nity vision, a commitment to excel-
lence, and a belief in every student’s
potential.

I thank our teachers for sparking cu-
riosity and building confidence. I
thank our qualified administrators for
their steady leadership. I thank our
families and parents for their support
at home and for making students do
their homework. I thank the students.
They are the future of Nassau County,
America, and this great Nation.

With their hard work and determina-
tion, the future is bright as ever. Of
course, Mr. Speaker, I will always be
partial to the Pirates, but I know they
are not the only champions in town.
Here is to all of our 17 schools in Nas-
sau County and all 12,000 of our incred-
ible students.

Let’s go Warriors, Hornets, Flashes,
and Pirates. Their pride, passion, and
pursuit of excellence make our county,
our Nation, and our community much
stronger.

BUILDING ON CLAY COUNTY’S STRONG
FOUNDATION

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
when people think of a strong founda-
tion, they often think of something
built on rock, not clay. However, in
Clay County, Florida, we are proving
them wrong. That is because here, the
foundation that lasts is built on edu-
cation.

Today, I rise, Mr. Speaker, to proud-
ly recognize Clay County District
Schools in northeast Florida for, once
again, earning an A rating from the
Department of Education.

This continued success reflects the
dedication of students, educators, ad-
ministrators, and families working to-
gether to achieve excellence.

Under the leadership of Super-
intendent David Broskie, a committed
school board, and the tremendous sup-
port team, Clay County has built a cul-
ture of winning, where teachers are
supported, students are challenged, and
families are engaged.

I thank everyone who makes this
success possible.

Clay County doesn’t just aim for ex-
cellence. It delivers it.

I congratulate Clay County and Clay
County Schools. Their achievement is
a win that proves that excellence
doesn’t just come from stone. It is
forged in Clay.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CLINE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GILL of Texas) at noon.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, mighty Lord, draw back
the curtain that separates us from You.
In Your grace, reveal Yourself to us
that we would see Your face and know
that You are watching over us this day.

May we not hesitate to draw near to
You with sincere hearts. Grant us the
assurance that when we approach You
in faith, You cleanse us of all our guilt
and purify us of all unrighteousness.

Let such awareness of Your uncondi-
tional love and steadfast mercy change
the attitude we may have brought with
us into this place. Rather, let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, a
hope in Your redemption and renewal
at work in us and in the world.

For You, O Lord, are faithful. Your
promises are trustworthy. Confident in
Your provision and sure of Your salva-
tion, we devote ourselves to Your per-
fect plan for this day.

In Your eternal and sovereign name,
we pray.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. RASKIN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF NORMAN
BENJAMIN SCHMELTZER, III

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life of Norman
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Benjamin Schmeltzer, III, a proud son
of Iowa and a remarkable American
whose legacy of service and love con-
tinues to inspire.

Born in Davenport in 1949 and a grad-
uate of Bettendorf High School, Norm
never stopped representing the values
of his home State. After earning a de-
gree in criminology from California
State University at Long Beach, Norm
joined the U.S. Army Intelligence
School, graduating first in his class. He
then served as a special agent with the
United States Secret Service.

Norm’s passion for justice led him to
Loyola University School of Law where
he graduated third in his class before
founding his own successful law prac-
tice.

He was a dedicated public servant, a
devoted husband, and a proud father
and grandfather.

Norm’s journey was one of purpose
and perseverance. He and his wife,
Jane, both Secret Service agents, be-
came the first two agents to marry
within the agency. Being a fellow vet-
eran and having a brother in the Secret
Service, I know how challenging that
is. Their 50-year love story is a testa-
ment to their shared courage and com-
mitment.

To his family watching today, includ-
ing his beloved sister Christine and his
niece McKenna, who is here in the gal-
lery today, please know that this
Chamber recognizes Norm’s extraor-
dinary life and mourns his loss with
you.

Norm embodied the spirit of honor,
integrity, and service. He leaves behind
a legacy of kindness and excellence
that will not be forgotten.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members not to refer to
persons in the gallery.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed bills of the
following titles in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 283. An act to require the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Standards and Tech-
nology and the Administrator of National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to
develop a standard methodology for identi-
fying the country of origin of seafood to sup-
port enforcement against illegal, unreported,
and unregulated fishing, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 433. An act to require the Secretary of
Commerce to establish the National Manu-
facturing Advisory Council within the De-
partment of Commerce, and for other pur-
poses.

———

NO APOLOGY FROM FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
diethylstilbestrol, or DES, is a drug
that was prescribed to pregnant women
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between 1940 and 1971 to prevent mis-
carriage.

As early as 1953, there was evidence
it didn’t work. Nevertheless, it was
prescribed for decades because the FDA
waited years to alert doctors that
something was wrong.

Since then, we have learned DES is
an endocrine disrupter that leads to
rare cancers and birth defects across
generations of families, including
among men and women who call them-
selves DES sons and daughters and who
are leading the charge for more aware-
ness and a formal apology.

One of my constituents, a DES
daughter herself, Caitlin McCarthy,
has been a leader in this effort. She is
joined today with Dr. Gwendolyn Mink,
Karen Fernandes and Andrea Gardner,
also leaders in this effort.

Despite years of false starts and half
apologies, the FDA has still not actu-
ally said sorry for failing to warn the
public in time.

Mr. Speaker, these people deserve
that formal apology. Until then, Con-
gress ought to pass my resolution, H.
Res. 342, which establishes DES Aware-
ness Week and urges the FDA to fund a
follow-up study and issue an apology.
An apology will not undo the damage,
but it will set us on the path to making
things right.

TRUMP DELIVERS FOR FAMILIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Americans are grateful that
under the leadership of President Don-
ald Trump, America is beating infla-
tion, leading to lower costs, higher
pay, and job creation.

American families are experiencing a
7.5 percent increase in real income,
more than three times the pace of last
year under the Biden administration.
Gas prices have fallen nearly 3 percent
in May alone, and everyday costs are
also down over the past month, includ-
ing those for meat, poultry, and eggs.

President Trump is succeeding in cre-
ating jobs for families, increasing op-
portunities, and defeating inflation.
These achievements reflect the goal of
President Trump and the Republican-
led Congress to put America First.
Promises made, promises kept.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength, revealing that war
criminal Putin lies, insulting Trump,
mocking Trump, with Moscow dis-
missing today Trump issuing a ‘‘theat-
rical ultimatum” as Putin murders ci-
vilians in Ukraine and even in Russia.

Our sympathy on the death of Na-
tional Committeeman Glenn McCall, a
devoted American patriot.
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DEI POLICIES BUILD STRONGER
FUTURE

(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, this ad-
ministration’s open hostility to pro-
grams involving diversity, equity, and
inclusion is built on deep-seated preju-
dices that have no basis in constitu-
tional principles, economic realities, or
morality.

Our Constitution has been amended
specifically to advance inclusion, eq-
uity, and diversity, granting freedom
to Black Americans from slavery and
ensuring their right to vote, and estab-
lishing the right of women and those
over 18 to vote, as well—free speech, as-
sembly, and religious practices for all.

Economic growth recognizes the buy-
ing power of all of our citizens and the
rising tide that allows women, people
of color, and those of every demo-
graphic to grow businesses and buy
services and products that expand our
economy and make us competitive in
worldwide markets.

Then, there is the morality of help-
ing others. The Good Samaritan stop-
ping by the roadside to help a beaten
stranger not of his own religion is a
testament to: ‘“Who is my neighbor?”
It is not just the person who shares my
skin color.

Policies to eliminate all DEI efforts
are a vestige of the prejudiced past, not
a prescription for a stronger future
America.

———

RECOGNIZING TAWANDA DICKENS
ON HER RETIREMENT FROM U.S.
CAPITOL POLICE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Tawanda Dickens, who is a ci-
vilian employee with the United States
Capitol Police.

Ms. Dickens, as most of us call her,
will be retiring in August after many
years of remarkable service. Her work
is often unseen, as she covers the late-
night shift within the Capitol complex,
but I, along with many others, agree
that her work makes a real positive
difference to those of us who know her.

I am so fortunate that Ms. Dickens
not only helped me often, but, as she
did with many, many others, she be-
friended me. She is someone who is a
friend to many here in the people’s
House, and she is respected by all who
know her.

I congratulate Ms. Dickens on her
well-deserved retirement. May God
continue to bless her and her family as
she enters this new and exciting chap-
ter of her life.

CONDEMNING REPUBLICANS’ BIG,
UGLY LAW

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to condemn Republicans’ big, ugly law,
which decimates food assistance for 42
million Americans, including millions
of children, seniors, veterans, and peo-
ple with disabilities.

Erica from Wilson, North Carolina,
had this to say about SNAP: “As a
grandmother who is having to raise my
granddaughter, this program helps me.
I survived three heart attacks, yet [I
am] still able to make sure my grand-
daughter is taken care of.”

At a time when so many families are
struggling to put food on the table,
why would we take away a lifeline that
millions of Americans rely on?

This past weekend, I visited Christ
the King Lutheran Church in Cary,
North Carolina, where I saw firsthand
indispensable work to combat food in-
security in our own community.

Republicans have abandoned vulner-
able, hungry people to pay for tax cuts
for billionaires. It is shameful and un-
American.

————

RECOGNIZING CENTRE COUNTY
CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAM

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
major milestone in Centre County: the
graduation of the 500th first responder
from the Centre County Crisis Inter-
vention Team Training Program.

Since 2011, this initiative has brought
together law enforcement, EMS, cor-
rections officers, and mental health
professionals for 40 hours of specialized
training.

These first responders are now better
equipped to recognize mental health
crises, use deescalation techniques, and
connect individuals with appropriate
care.

Prior to my time serving in Congress,
I spent decades as a volunteer fire-
fighter and cross-trained as an EMT. I
recognize and value the commitment
these individuals have to their commu-
nities and understand firsthand the
vital role that they play in ensuring
public health and safety.

These graduates are more than pro-
fessionals. They are pillars in our com-
munity, working each day to ensure
public safety with compassion and un-
derstanding.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Centre
County CIT team for their dedication
and congratulate all 500 graduates for
their service to our community.

———

MASS STATE DEPARTMENT
LAYOFFS

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, our National Archivist, our Na-
tional Security Advisor, and our
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USAID Administrator took some time
off from his work in these full-time po-
sitions to exercise his additional pow-
ers as Secretary of State of the United
States.

The guy with four Federal jobs fired,
en masse, more than 1,300 professional
civil servants at the State Department,
each of them doing just one job and, in
general, doing it in an exemplary and
excellent way. They have devoted their
careers to America and America’s role
in the world.

Yet, Secretary, Archivist, National
Security Advisor, USAID Adminis-
trator Rubio has robbed America of
centuries of their expertise for no ap-
parent reason at all. This destruction
of the American role in the world
comes as China is bolstering its soft
power everywhere.

This is a giant blow to our national
security and effectiveness in the world.

I express gratitude to the patriotic
men and women at the State Depart-
ment, many of them my constituents,
for their decades of service, and I af-
firm our enduring commitment to the
values they have worked so hard to ad-
vance.

———

CONGRATULATING PROVO, UTAH,
AS AMERICA’S BEST-RUN CITY

(Mr. KENNEDY of Utah asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor and congratulate
the city of Provo, Utah, for earning the
top rank as America’s number one
best-run city.

In WalletHub’s 2025 study, Provo out-
performed 148 other large U.S. cities,
excelling at financial stability, public
services, safety, infrastructure, and
education.

Mayor Michelle Kaufusi aptly noted
that getting the fundamentals right is
the most important part of governance,
like delivering quality education,
maintaining safe neighborhoods, ensur-
ing well-maintained infrastructure,
and practicing responsible fiscal stew-
ardship.

This approach is validated by this na-
tional ranking, showing that going
back to the basics leads to residents
prospering, businesses flourishing, and
a community thriving.

Provo’s success also reflects the vital
presence of my alma mater, Brigham
Young University, at the heart of the
community. Home to over 35,000 stu-
dents and a world-class private univer-
sity, BYU provides a steady flow of
educated graduates, drives economic
activity, and fosters a culture of excel-
lence that enriches every mneighbor-
hood.

I am also proud to note that our dis-
trict office calls Provo home, and I am
grateful for the support from the local
community there.

I am proud to represent the residents
of Provo and to champion the excellent
qualities that they have on the floor of
this House.
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HONORING CHARLES PARSON
GAYLOR, III

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I honor the remarkable life of
Charles Parson Gaylor, III, a distin-
guished district court judge, lifelong
Goldsboro resident, and devoted serv-
ant.

Charlie embodied compassion in his
work, striking a balance between firm-
ness and fairness. He enforced strict
rules about cell phones in his court-
room. Yet, he approached the bench
with such gentleness and care. His pas-
sion for life was evident in his deep
love for his family, his genuine appre-
ciation for history, and his fascination
with old cars.

For more than 15 years, I was fortu-
nate to call Charlie my friend. His me-
morial service was a testament to the
lives he touched. Many friends, family,
and colleagues gathered at his beloved
First Presbyterian Church.

For 52 years, Charlie was a steadfast
partner to his wife, Rhonda.

Mayor Gaylor, his son, should always
remember: Get in, get out.

Sarah and Charlie brought him great
joy. I send my deepest condolences to
them both.

———

MORE FUNDING FOR FBI

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things we did in the big, ugly bill that
passed last week or the week before is
that we put more money into ICE than
we put into the FBI.

The United States’ largest investiga-
tive function will be in ICE, not in the
FBI. We put more money into chasing
people who fix our roofs, take care of
our yards, take care of our children,
take care of our seniors, work the back
section of the restaurants, and make
America work. We should be putting
that money into finding criminals that
the FBI should be finding.

We have a crime problem. That
should be first. The people committing
felonies, rapes, murders, and child sex-
ual abuse is what they said they were
going to go after in the immigration
fights. Yet, now they are going after
statistics and records for deporting
more people than any other country in
the world.

It is a shame. Crime should be fo-
cused on in the FBI and not, as Presi-
dent Trump said today, that the FBI
should be working on voter fraud, pub-
lic corruption, and election fraud in
the 2020 elections, and then he said
thugs and criminals.

The first order is to protect us from
criminals. Save America. Put our mon-
eys where they serve the best purpose,
and that is the FBI, not ICE.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
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gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE CONGRESSIONAL-EXECU-
TIVE COMMISSION ON THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 6913,
and the order of the House of January
3, 2025, of the following Members on the
part of the House to the Congressional-
Executive Commission on the People’s
Republic of China:

Mr. Suozzi, New York

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Virginia

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4016, DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3633, DIGITAL
ASSET MARKET CLARITY ACT
OF 2025; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1919, ANTI-CBDC
SURVEILLANCE STATE ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF S. 1582, GUIDING AND ESTAB-
LISHING NATIONAL INNOVATION
FOR U.S. STABLECOINS ACT; AND
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, by the direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 580 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 580

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4016) making
appropriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2026, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees. After general debate the
bill shall be considered for amendment under
the five-minute rule. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2 or clause 5(a) of rule XXI are waived.

SEC. 2. (a) No amendment to H.R. 4016 shall
be in order except those printed in part A of
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, amendments en bloc
described in section 3 of this resolution, and
pro forma amendments described in section 4
of this resolution.

(b) Each amendment printed in part A of
the report of the Committee on Rules shall
be considered only in the order printed in the
report, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as
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read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent,
shall not be subject to amendment except as
provided by section 4 of this resolution, and
shall not be subject to a demand for division
of the question in the House or in the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

(c) All points of order against amendments
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules or against amendments en
bloc described in section 3 of this resolution
are waived.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en
bloc consisting of amendments printed in
part A of the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution not ear-
lier disposed of. Amendments en bloc offered
pursuant to this section shall be considered
as read, shall be debatable for 20 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their respective
designees, shall not be subject to amendment
except as provided by section 4 of this resolu-
tion, and shall not be subject to a demand
for division of the question in the House or
in the Committee of the Whole.

SEC. 4. During consideration of H.R. 4016
for amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate.

SEC. 5. At the conclusion of consideration
of H.R. 4016 for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House
with such amendments as may have been
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit.

SEC. 6. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 3633) to provide for a system of reg-
ulation of the offer and sale of digital com-
modities by the Securities and Exchange
Commission and the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. In lieu of the amend-
ments in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committees on Agri-
culture and Financial Services now printed
in the bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 119-6, modified by the
amendment printed in part B of the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution, shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided among and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Agriculture or their re-
spective designees and the chair and ranking
minority member of the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services or their respective des-
ignees; (2) the further amendment printed in
part C of the report of the Committee on
Rules, if offered by the Member designated
in the report, which shall be in order without
intervention of any point of order, shall be
considered as read, shall be separately debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion; and (3) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 7. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
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bill (H.R. 1919) to amend the Federal Reserve
Act to prohibit the Federal reserve banks
from offering certain products or services di-
rectly to an individual, to prohibit the use of
central bank digital currency for monetary
policy, and for other purposes. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on Financial Services now printed in the bill
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as
amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the bill,
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their respec-
tive designees; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit.

SEC. 8. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (S. 1582) to provide for the regulation of
payment stablecoins, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read. All points of order against pro-
visions in the bill are waived. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and on any amendment thereto to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services or their respective designees;
and (2) one motion to commit.

SEC. 9. The requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a
report from the Committee on Rules on the
same day it is presented to the House is
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of July 18,
2025, relating to the bill (H.R. 4) to rescind
certain budget authority proposed to be re-
scinded in special messages transmitted to
the Congress by the President on June 3,
2025, in accordance with section 1012(a) of the
Congressional Budget and Impoundment
Control Act of 1974.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, last night
the Rules Committee met and reported
a rule, House Resolution 580, providing
for consideration of four measures:
H.R. 1919, the Anti-CBDC Surveillance
State Act, under a closed rule.

The rule provides 1 hour debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their
respective designees and provides one
motion to recommit.
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Additionally, the rule provides for
consideration of H.R. 3633, the Digital
Asset Market Clarity Act of 2025, also
known as the CLARITY Act, under a
structured rule.

The rule provides 1 hour of debate,
equally divided among and controlled
by the chair and ranking member of
the Committee on Financial Services
and the Committee on Agriculture or
their respective designees, provides one
motion to recommit, and makes one
amendment in order.
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Further, the rule provides for consid-
eration of S. 1582, the Guiding and Es-
tablishing National Innovation for U.S.
Stablecoins Act, also known as the GE-
NIUS Act, under a closed rule.

The rule provides 1 hour of debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services or their
respective designees, and provides for
one motion to recommit.

The rule also provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 4016, the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act of 2026,
under a structured rule. The rule pro-
vides 1 hour of debate, equally divided
and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or their respective des-
ignees, provides for one motion to re-
commit, and makes 330 amendments in
order.

Finally, the rule provides for same-
day consideration of a measure related
to rescissions this week.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to de-
bate a rule on four pieces of legislation,
beginning with H.R. 1919, the Anti-
CBDC Surveillance State Act.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1919 serves as a
critical safeguard against the financial
power and erosion of individual privacy
in the United States, as it would pro-
hibit the Federal Reserve from issuing
a central bank digital currency, CBDC,
or using it to conduct monetary policy
without explicit authorization from
Congress.

I would like to pose a fundamental
question to my colleagues. Should the
Federal Government have the power to
monitor, control, or restrict how
Americans use their own hard-earned
money? Further, should the Federal
Government be allowed to make such
sweeping decisions behind closed doors
without input from the public or their
elected representatives?

At its core, this bill is about ensuring
the preservation of personal financial
freedom. The American people have a
basic right to financial privacy. They
have the right to spend, save, and man-
age their money free from surveillance
or interference.

A CBDC would explicitly threaten
that right by giving the Federal Gov-
ernment unprecedented insight into in-
dividual transactions and the potential
ability to control or limit access to
personal funds.

H.R. 1919 is about one thing: stopping
the government from gaining un-
checked power over how Americans
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conduct their financial lives. It ensures
that if any form of digital currency is
ever created by the Federal Reserve, it
must be debated, authorized, and legis-
lated by Congress instead of unilater-
ally developed by unelected bureau-
crats operating behind closed doors.

The potential consequences are too
significant to permit unchecked bu-
reaucratic experimentation with tools
that could fundamentally redefine the
relationship between individuals and
their government without clear over-
sight risks undermining longstanding
economic principles.

Now is the time for Congress to as-
sert its role and ensure that any future
developments uphold the values of
transparency, individual rights, and a
market-driven economy.

Next, Mr. Speaker, the rule also pro-
vides for the consideration of H.R. 3633,
the Digital Asset Market Clarity Act of
2025, otherwise known as the CLARITY
Act. H.R. 3633 delivers a foundational
framework that has been missing for
far too long, which is clear, consistent
rules for digital assets and the
innovators building the future of fi-
nance.

For years, American entrepreneurs
and developers in the digital asset
space have been forced to navigate a
regulatory maze marked by conflicting
guidance, shifting definitions, and en-
forcement actions in place of actual
rules. These inconsistent conditions
have stifled domestic innovation, dis-
couraged responsible market participa-
tion, and driven capital and talent to
more favorable jurisdictions abroad.

H.R. 3633 addresses these issues di-
rectly by clarifying the legal status of
digital assets and establishing well-de-
fined regulatory responsibilities be-
tween the SEC and CFTC, creating a
more predictable landscape for market
participants while preserving critical
investor protections and maintaining
the integrity of U.S. financial markets.

This legislation reasserts the role of
Congress in setting national policy for
emerging financial technologies. It en-
sures that decisions with far-reaching
economic implications are not made
through regulatory overreach but
through transparent and deliberative
processes.

H.R. 3633 is not only sound regu-
latory policy but also essential eco-
nomic policy. It will help preserve the
United States’ leadership in financial
innovation, support the growth of com-
pliant digital asset markets, and pro-
vide much-needed certainty to inves-
tors, developers, and regulators alike.

In an increasingly competitive global
financial landscape, this legislation po-
sitions the United States to lead with
clarity, credibility, and confidence.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, the rule
provides for consideration of S. 1582,
the Guiding and Establishing National
Innovation for U.S. Stablecoins Act,
otherwise known as the GENIUS Act.

This is not just a stablecoin bill. This
is a strategic step toward modernizing
the U.S. financial infrastructure for
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the digital age while protecting the in-
terests of consumers, markets, and the
Nation.

S. 15682 provides a comprehensive reg-
ulatory framework for the issuance and
oversight of payment stablecoins in the
United States. It is designed to support
responsible innovation, ensure con-
sumer protection, and preserve the role
of the U.S. dollar in an increasingly
digitized global financial system.

Stablecoins have become an essential
component of the digital asset econ-
omy, as they offer faster, lower-cost
transactions and expand access to fi-
nancial services. In the absence of a
clear Federal framework, however,
stablecoin development has outpaced
regulation, leaving investors without
consistent protections and businesses
without clear rules of the road.

This legislation changes that by pro-
viding clear, enforceable standards for
payment stablecoin issuers, creating
practical regulatory pathways through
both State and Federal charters and
setting strong reserve and disclosure
requirements to ensure these assets re-
main secure and trustworthy.

Critically, this bill prohibits the
issuance of algorithmic stablecoins
lacking sufficient collateral, guarding
against destabilizing risks that could
ripple through the broader financial
system. Also reinforcing the primacy
of the U.S. dollar, this bill ensures that
dollar-backed stablecoins are subject
to prudent oversight and sound risk
management.

At a time when other nations are
rapidly moving to define the future of
digital finance, S. 1582 ensures the
United States takes a prompt and nec-
essary step forward with clarity, credi-
bility, and confidence.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this rule pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 4016, the
Department of Defense Appropriations
Act of 2026.

H.R. 4016 provides the critical fund-
ing necessary to ensure the readiness,
modernization, and global strength of
the United States Armed Forces. This
bill reflects Congress’ enduring com-
mitment to our national defense and to
the brave men and women who duti-
fully and selflessly serve this country
with distinction.

At a time of rising global threats
from strategic competitors, like China
and Russia, to unstable regimes and
nonstate actors, America must remain
prepared and ready. Deterrence re-
quires strength, and strength requires
sustained investment, which is exactly
what this legislation delivers.

This bill funds operations, mainte-
nance, personnel, and procurement
across all branches of the military, en-
suring that our servicemembers have
the tools, training, and resources they
need to succeed in every domain, in-
cluding land, air, sea, space, and cyber-
space. It provides for next-generation
systems and emerging technologies,
strengthens our nuclear deterrent, and
supports investments in cyber capabili-
ties to defend against 21st century
threats.
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Importantly, this legislation con-
tinues bipartisan efforts to improve
military quality of life, including ro-
bust funding for servicemember pay in-
creases, housing improvements, and
family support programs, believing
that those who sacrifice to defend this
country should never have to sacrifice
dignity or stability at home.

H.R. 4016 reflects a deep commitment
to national security, strategic deter-
rence, and support for those who serve.
It targets stability, honors peace
through strength, and honors our con-
stitutional duty to provide for the
common defense, reinforcing global
stability, and ensuring that the United
States remains ready to respond to
emerging threats with con-
fidence,capability, and conviction.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to con-
sideration of these pieces of legisla-
tion, urge passage of this rule, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to the rule.

Although Bitcoin has been around for
over 15 years, cryptocurrencies and re-
lated decentralized financial products
have exploded in the past few years.
Many Americans now own
cryptocurrencies, and the industry has
seen significant growth.

At the same time, our laws have not
kept up with these novel crypto prod-
ucts, and there is wide agreement that
Congress must update our laws to ap-
propriately account for crypto assets.
However, today’s bills are not the an-
swer to that problem.

The CLARITY and GENIUS Acts are
bad legislation. They are industry-
written bills that give the crypto in-
dustry everything it wants at the ex-
pense of retail investors, consumers,
and the overall health of our financial
system. These bills are products of the
D.C. swamp that so many of our col-
leagues usually condemn.
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Mr. Speaker, every time our Repub-
lican colleagues write a finance bill, it
leaves us less safe and more prone to fi-
nancial crisis. We saw the very real
consequences of this when Silicon Val-
ley Bank failed in 2023. That failure
was the direct result of Republican leg-
islation that exempted Silicon Valley
Bank from Dodd-Frank Act regula-
tions.

GOP proponents of that bill had ar-
gued, without evidence, that Dodd-
Frank was too onerous and that big
banks needed regulatory relief, but it
only took a couple of years for their
disastrous deregulatory agenda to lead
exactly where we all knew it would,
with billions of dollars of customer de-
posits evaporating overnight and with
the Federal Government bailing out
the bank’s uninsured depositors.

This time, Republicans are at it
again with two bills that will create a
weak and ineffective regulatory regime
for cryptocurrencies and stablecoins,
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allowing exchanges and insurers to
continue risky, fraudulent, and illegal
practices with limited oversight by the
SEC or Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

These bills give the crypto industry
exactly what it wants. They get the il-
lusion of a real regulatory regime and
the legitimacy that would bestow.
They get weak rules that can be ex-
ploited and manipulated for financial
gain, and they get enforcement mecha-
nisms that are so meager and under-
funded that they won’t deter bad ac-
tors.

We have seen what deregulation gets
us. It got us the 2008 financial crisis. It
gets us bankruptcies and bailouts, and
it ultimately 1leaves hardworking
Americans holding the bag while CEOs
get golden parachutes.

It is not like we are talking about de-
regulating some benign financial prod-
uct. Crypto stands out as a uniquely
risky asset. From the invention of
bitcoin until now, the primary dem-
onstrated uses for cryptocurrencies
have been speculation, fraud, and
money laundering.

You can’t really use crypto to buy
anything. The coins themselves aren’t
backed by any profits, assets, or other
tangible property. While we have been
hearing about all the wonders of the
blockchain for over a decade,
shockingly few companies actually use
it in a way that is essential to their
business.

In practice, the main real-life-use
case for crypto is money laundering.
Crypto is used by Mexican cartels to
launder their proceeds from drugs traf-
ficked into the United States. Terrorist
organizations fund their operations
with crypto, and countries like North
Korea use cryptocurrencies to avoid
U.S. sanctions and fund their nuclear
weapons programs.

In fact, bitcoin and Tether are the
payment methods of choice for the
fentanyl manufacturers in China that
supply the Mexican cartels, as well as
other fentanyl traffickers inside the
United States. These criminal organi-
zations rely on crypto, and the legisla-
tion under consideration today will not
disrupt that illegal commerce.

The CLARITY and GENIUS Acts will
not do anything to prevent crypto from
being used to break our laws or fund
fentanyl deaths and senior fraud. These
bills do not provide any meaningful
regulations to ensure that issuers and
exchanges fully comply with anti-
money laundering laws. Add to this
that cryptocurrencies are used to fa-
cilitate billions of dollars’ worth of
fraud against Americans each year.
This fraud comes in the form of scams,
especially those targeting seniors,
where fraudsters trick people into pur-
chasing fake crypto products and then
run off with the money, leaving the
seniors with no recourse.

Then there is the institutional fraud,
the fraud that comes from the crypto
companies themselves. Here we also
have a long list of examples, the most
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notable being the fall and bankruptcy
of cryptocurrency exchange FTX,
which incorporated itself in The Baha-
mas to avoid American regulatory
scrutiny, gambled with customer
funds, and ultimately left its cus-
tomers penniless because of fraudulent
business practices.

There is no other way around it. The
CLARITY and GENIUS Acts will not
stop these types of fraud from hap-
pening, and they will leave regular in-
vestors on the hook if they are victims
of fraud.

The other glaring omission in these
bills is they do nothing to stop the
abuse of cryptocurrencies and
stablecoins as tools for bribery and in-
fluence peddling. As President Trump
and his allies have demonstrated on a
daily basis, any politician can issue a
crypto asset, own the majority of to-
kens, and then anyone who wants to
buy that politician’s attention or votes
can just invest in the asset. There is no
oversight or disclosure requirement.
There is deniability on both sides of
the transaction. Any person, any for-
eign country can bribe and buy politi-
cians through cryptocurrency like this.
Those who have purchased such coins
have been open about their motiva-
tions for doing so.

Right before his inauguration, Presi-
dent Trump issued his own coin, the
Trump coin, for which he is the major-
ity owner. Millions of dollars of ques-
tionable funds, including funds from
foreigners and foreign governments,
have flowed into this coin, as well as
his companies, Trump Media and World
Liberty Financial.

All in all, it is estimated that Presi-
dent Trump has netted $1 billion from
those crypto schemes, taking advan-
tage of the Office of the President to
enrich him and his family.

During the 2024 election, crypto com-
panies donated millions of dollars to
elect the President. After he was elect-
ed, they donated millions more to his
inaugural committee. It is notable that
in his first 6 months in office, Trump
has dismantled all the regulators that
oversee the financial and crypto indus-
tries, dropped criminal charges and in-
vestigations against various crypto
companies, pardoned a crypto exchange
that pleaded guilty to abetting money
laundering, and pardoned the former
owner of the Silk Road who was re-
sponsible for selling hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars’ worth of drugs on the
deep web.

Apparently, anyone who seeks to buy
influence in this White House simply
has to find one of the President’s com-
panies or meme coins and make a siz-
able investment. Emiratis and Saudis
are investing in Trump’s crypto assets
to curry favor. People looking for par-
dons, dismissals, or preferential regu-
latory treatment are taking advantage
of the Trump crypto scheme. Lawyers
and lobbyists are advertising to clients
that they can buy a pardon for the
right price. It is easily the biggest po-
tential corruption scandal in our Na-
tion’s Presidential history.
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If there is any crypto regulation we
need right now, it is a bright-line pro-
hibition on any elected official prof-
iting off a crypto asset.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
15th anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s Citizens United decision, which
paved the way for corporations and bil-
lionaires to spend unlimited money in
our elections. Because of this ruling,
anyone, for the right price, can buy
their preferred outcomes in our elec-
tions and in Congress. One need look
no further than Elon Musk and the
crypto bills that we are considering
today to see the impact of the Citizens
United decision.

We all know about the millions that
Musk poured into the Trump campaign
and the White House access he was
granted before their abrupt split re-
cently, but the crypto industry also
spent a lot of money. It spent money to
make these bills happen.

Over the past few years, the crypto
industry has emerged as one of the big-
gest and most aggressive political
spenders in American politics. In the
2024 election, crypto emerged as the
biggest corporate spender, accounting
for nearly half of all the corporate
money spent. Crypto outspent every
other business lobby by tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

While the crypto industry’s political
spending is enormous, what really sets
it apart is the brazenness with which
the industry buys influence in Wash-
ington. Usually, it is hard to exactly
pinpoint a direct relationship between
political spending and outcomes, but
crypto spending is so in your face that
we can actually put a price on these
bills.

All in all, the CLARITY and GENIUS
Acts cost the crypto industry about
$245 million, and that is a conservative
figure. That is just the money spent on
2024 campaigns. If you count money
spent to hire expensive lobbyists to
come to Congress and ply Representa-
tives with industry talking points, the
number is even higher.

Crypto’s $245 million was spent sup-
porting candidates who backed the in-
dustry and defeating candidates who
did not. Crypto got a good return on its
investment. In the overwhelming ma-
jority of races that crypto principals
invested in, they got their preferred
candidate. Now crypto companies have
been able to write their own regula-
tions to ensure they won’t face serious
scrutiny or oversight, meaning that
fraud and money laundering will con-
tinue unabated, and investors will be
on the hook when the next crypto cri-
sis happens.

Fifteen years after the Citizens
United decision, these bills are the di-
rect result. Crypto is a textbook exam-
ple of the consequences of that deci-
sion. The question before us today is,
how should cryptocurrencies be regu-
lated? The answer we are getting is
with regulations provided by the
crypto industry itself.

Fifteen years later, Citizens United
has been an unmitigated disaster for



July 15, 2025

our country. Unlimited spending in
politics has corroded our democracy. It
has bred cynicism and nihilism in the
political process. It has made Ameri-
cans feel disenfranchised and power-
less. It says to every American, your
voice doesn’t count unless you can pay
to play.
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Mr. Speaker, we have a political sys-
tem where any company or any rich
person can pay for advertisements, pay
for lobbyists, donate to campaigns and
PACs and super-PACs, all to buy influ-
ence and get their desired outcomes
from Congress or the White House.

Time and time again, in every sector
of our economy, corporations and the
rich have won in Congress, in the
courts, in the rulemaking process, and
even in decisionmaking by enforce-
ment agencies.

We see the consequences of Citizens
United everywhere we turn. It is the
reason corporations can screw over
workers and consumers with no pen-
alty.

It is why every part of the economy
is monopolized by two or three compa-
nies that sell poor products and give
bad service. It is why we are diving
headfirst into a global climate crisis
and doing nothing about it.

It is why every time someone runs
for office on a platform of putting peo-
ple over profits, they have to endure
attacks from super-PACs supported by
billionaires or business interests. Our
democracy will remain imperiled so
long as the mega-rich can buy influ-
ence, votes, and elections.

If anyone was unsure of the con-
sequences posed by Citizens United in
2010, it is now clear, beyond any doubt,
that the decision was an abject failure
for the country. We have to overturn
Citizens United, get dark money out of
politics, and make sure our govern-
ment is accountable to voters and not
donors.

To my colleagues here in the House,
we don’t need to end campaign spend-
ing for Members of Congress to do the
right thing. Integrity doesn’t require
authorizing legislation. We cannot
allow big money donors to buy or bully
Congress. We need to do the right
thing.

Mr. Speaker, today’s rule also pro-
vides for consideration of the fiscal
year 2026 Defense appropriations bill.
Since taking the majority in the
House, Republicans have unfortunately
abandoned any pretense of bipartisan
compromise to promote our national
security by loading every defense bill
with radical, rightwing policy riders.
These riders have turned what was
once a rare area of bipartisan con-
sensus into yet another partisan di-
vide.

This time around, Republicans have
loaded the national defense bill with
provisions to prevent female service-
members from accessing reproductive
healthcare. They have given a green
light to discrimination against LGBTQ
servicemembers.
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This bill does nothing to address the
gross mismanagement of the Pentagon
by Pete Hegseth, a man who has leaked
classified intelligence, who spends
more time in front of his Pentagon
makeup mirror and doing press stunts
than effectively managing the Armed
Forces, and who has prioritized support
for bigotry and weird cultural war ob-
sessions like changing the pictures on
the Pentagon’s website and renaming
military bases after Confederate icons.

When this bill is combined with the
money spent by Republicans in the One
Big Beautiful Bill Act, the United
States is on track to spend over $1 tril-
lion on defense. Every year, we spend
more and more on defense. It is not
clear that taxpayers are getting a good
deal.

After years of consolidation and lax
antitrust enforcement, the defense in-
dustry has ossified around five major
prime contractors, each with a degree
of specialization. That means only two
or three companies ever compete for
major contracts.

The consequences of this consolida-
tion can be found across the defense in-
dustrial base. We don’t make enough of
the weapons and platforms that we
need. Production for major platforms is
often beset by delays and cost over-
runs. We spend billions on studies and
research programs that don’t lead any-
where. Production timelines are always
being extended. Delivery times are de-
layed, and per-unit costs are increased.

In the face of these glaring business
inefficiencies, Congress and the Pen-
tagon always give the contractors what
they ask for and ask for very little in
return.

We need to replenish our weapons
stockpiles. We need to quickly field
next-generation military assets like
the Columbia submarine and the B-21
Raider. We need to bolster supply
chains that support this production.
We need to ensure that the Nation has
the industrial capacity to respond to a
sustained major conflict anywhere in
the world.

In order for us to achieve these goals,
meet our national security needs, and
support our servicemembers, Congress
needs to perform real oversight over
the Pentagon and defense contractors.

In my time in Congress, I have sup-
ported multiple efforts to require the
Pentagon to perform a clean audit with
tangible enforcement mechanisms to
ensure compliance. In each case, these
efforts haven’t garnered the votes for
passage because at the end of the day,
this body has not been willing to hold
the Pentagon and defense industry’s
feet to the fire.

The Pentagon has failed to complete
seven audits in a row. That is seven.
Until the Pentagon faces real con-
sequences for being unable to account
for the billions of taxpayer dollars it
spends every year and failing to com-
ply with congressional oversight, we
will never have accountability.

At a time when our Republicans’
quest to root out waste, fraud, and
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abuse has led them to slash funding for
American’s healthcare and hunger re-
lief, it is astonishing they are willing
to write yet another blank check to
the Department of Defense with no
questions asked, despite growing evi-
dence of cost overruns, mismanage-
ment, and more.

At the end of the day, I want our
servicemembers to have every single
advantage over our adversaries. I want
them to have all the tools, platforms,
resources, and weapons systems we can
provide. I don’t want taxpayers to get a
bad deal. I don’t want to waste money
on overpriced defense contracts that
overpromise and underdeliver.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOORE of North Carolina). Members
are reminded to refrain from engaging
in personalities toward the President.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, for the
RECORD, supporters of cryptocurrency
exercised their First Amendment right
last election and contributed to many
candidates.

In fact, those supporters spent over
$50 million in support of Democrat can-
didates. Supporters of cryptocurrency
are not just Republicans or Democrats.
These are Americans who are very
eager to see us pass the most impor-
tant legislation for the cryptocurrency
industry in history this week.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX), our Rules Committee chair-
woman.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Georgia for yielding
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
rule and the underlying legislation.
The four separate measures being con-
sidered under this rule all have a sin-
gular commonality. They serve to put
American interests first, where they
should always be.

All of us can agree that within the
global markets, and on the global
stage, America must always remain
competitive and stand tall. That is not
sometimes. That is not occasionally.
That is not part of the time. That is al-
ways.

From protecting consumer privacy to
ushering in a new era of financial inno-
vation, providing for the common de-
fense of the Nation to strengthening
the dominance of the American dollar,
these pieces of legislation are as con-
sequential as they are vital.

This is the caliber of legislation that
the American people expect our Repub-
lican majority to deliver. Republicans
here in the people’s House continue to
exceed that mark. We have done it
many times before, and this week, we
will do it again.

One of the four bills being considered
under this rule is H.R. 4016, the Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Act of
2026. This legislation provides for ap-
propriations for the DOD for the fiscal
year ending on September 30, 2026.
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Mr. Speaker, you know as well as I
do that Congress’ first solemn responsi-
bility, one of many, is to provide for
the common defense of the Nation.

In total, H.R. 4016 provides $831.5 bil-
lion and adheres to the budgetary top
line put forward in the President’s
FY26 budget request.

Consider for a moment the provisions
contained within this legislation that
uphold Congress’ responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, there is $189 billion for
Active-Duty, Reserve, and National
Guard military personnel, which is $6.6
billion above the fiscal year 2025 en-
acted level. There is an increase of 3.8
percent in basic pay for all military
personnel beginning January 1 of next
year. There are sizeable investments in
research and development, procure-
ment efforts, and operation and main-
tenance.

Mr. Speaker, I will vote ‘‘yes” on the
rule and ‘‘yes’” on the four underlying
measures, and I urge my colleagues to
do the same.
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Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to make in order
amendment No. 50 to H.R. 3633, offered
by Representative KHANNA, which re-
quires the Attorney General to pre-
serve and release any records related to
Jeffrey Epstein.

I applaud my colleagues, Representa-
tive VEASEY and KHANNA, for their
work to release the Epstein files. I
strongly support these efforts and the
release of the files.

Last night, at the Rules Committee,
Republicans rejected an amendment
that would have required the Depart-
ment of Justice to release the Epstein
files, multiple criminal investigations
which allegedly documented traf-
ficking of young women and girls by
Jeffrey Epstein, a sex offender and fin-
ancier with whom the President often
socialized.

For years, the President and those in
his orbit, including Attorney General
Pam Bondi and FBI Director Kash
Patel, alleged that prior administra-
tions had covered up the identities of
the rich and powerful people to whom
Epstein had trafficked the girls and the
facts surrounding his allegedly sus-
picious death.

They came into office pledging to
seek accountability for the horrific
crimes by revealing Epstein’s client
list and other information, but re-
cently backtracked and refused to re-
lease any further information.

There appear to be only two expla-
nations for this about-face. Either the
Epstein files did not contain the explo-
sive information that Trump and his
allies claimed during his campaign, or
this administration is the one covering
up what is in the files.

Last night, all the Republicans on
the Rules Committee except one voted
against releasing the files.
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Why would they try to prevent the
truth about Epstein’s abuse and those
he enabled from coming out? That is
anybody’s guess.

With this previous question, the en-
tire Republican Conference has the op-
portunity to correct that mistake.
They can vote today to release the Ep-
stein files.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment into the RECORD, along with any
extraneous material, immediately
prior to the vote on the previous ques-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. VEASEY), who is the sponsor of the
resolution directing the Trump admin-
istration to release the Epstein files to
discuss our proposal.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, yes, the
resolution was voted down by Repub-
licans last night, so let’s speak the
truth because there are two Americas
right now.

In their America, billionaires can
buy silence, sweep crimes under the
rug, and count on friends in high places
to protect them. In our America, Mr.
Speaker, if you break the law, you are
held accountable.

In their America, wealth and power
buy secrecy. In our America, justice
demands sunlight and truth.

In their America, underage girls are
treated like disposable property by
predators who believe they will never
face consequences. In our America, vic-
tims deserve justice, and the predators
should face the full weight of the law.

Time and time again, this adminis-
tration has chosen them—the billion-
aires, the elite, the people who think
children are theirs to exploit—over us,
the American people.

Time and time again, they have
looked into the cameras and promised
the American people: We will release
the Epstein files.

We heard it over and over again: We
will tell you the truth.

When the moment of truth comes,
they slam the door shut. Why? It is be-
cause their loyalty is not to justice. It
is about protecting the rich, the fa-
mous, and the powerful, no matter how
monstrous their crimes are.

Meanwhile, Republicans in this
Chamber are working overtime to gut
healthcare for 17 million Americans, to
rip food off families’ tables, and to kill
good-paying jobs in their so-called big,
ugly bill.

When it comes to exposing the power-
ful predators who preyed on underage
girls, suddenly, they have nothing to
say. That is because they think there
is one set of rules for billionaires and
another for the rest of us. They think
the American people will forget, that
we will stop asking questions, and that
we will let them keep secrets.

Let me be crystal clear: This is not
about partisanship. This is about peo-
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ple. It is our America. No one, no mat-
ter how rich, famous, or well-con-
nected, is above the law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, in our
America, no one is beyond account-
ability. We will not forget. We will not
look away. We will not stop demanding
the truth.

We demand the immediate release of
the Epstein files—no more games, no
more lies, and no more protection for
predators hiding behind the rich and
powerful.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues are refer-
ring to a tactic Democrats employed,
yet again, to try to take control of the
House of Representatives through the
Rules Committee. They did so because
they are desperate to stop us from
passing the most important
cryptocurrency legislation in the his-
tory of our country and because they
are, for whatever reason, desperate to
stop us from bringing forward our leg-
islation that funds our brave military.

The Republican majority is not going
to hand the keys to the House of Rep-
resentatives to a caucus that, on a
daily basis, impugns and denigrates the
77 million Americans who voted for
President Trump.

To my friends watching at home who
support bitcoin and cryptocurrency:
Make no mistake. Members of Congress
who vote against the rule today are
voting against the most important leg-
islation for the cryptocurrency indus-
try in history.

I beseech my colleagues who appre-
ciate, support, and invest in
cryptocurrency to study today’s vote.
Do not let those who vote against us
today come around during election
time to ask for support as they claim
to fight for this incredible industry.
Judge them by their vote today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs.
HOUCHIN).

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Georgia for yield-
ing, and I congratulate him for man-
aging his first rule on the House floor.
His constituents are lucky to have him
representing them in the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
rule and the underlying legislation.
This is an important week in the House
as we take up legislation to fund our
military and advance several key fi-
nancial services bills, including efforts
to establish a clear market structure
for cryptocurrency and protect Ameri-
cans’ financial privacy by blocking a
surveillance-style central bank digital
currency.

Let me begin with the Defense appro-
priations bill. Chairman CALVERT and
his team have, once again, delivered a
strong, thoughtful proposal that makes

The
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strategic investments in American
military superiority, strengthens our
southern border, and, most impor-
tantly, takes care of our troops and
their families.

I am especially proud that the rule
makes in order several of my amend-
ments, including those that highlight
the importance of continued support
for the advanced combat engine and in-
novative semiconductor production,
two areas critical to our national secu-
rity and future readiness.

On the financial services front, as a
former member of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee, I am encouraged to
see Chairman HILL and Chairman
THOMPSON leading the charge to ensure
America remains a global leader in the
fintech sector.

This package brings regulatory clar-
ity to the digital asset ecosystem, pro-
motes market innovation, and protects
Americans’ financial freedom and pri-
vacy by prohibiting the Federal Re-
serve from issuing a CBDC without
congressional approval.

These bills are the product of years
of thoughtful, collaborative work,
some of which I was proud to con-
tribute to.

These bills ensure that we remain a
leader in the digital asset ecosystem
and will strengthen the U.S. dollar as a
global currency.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of
this rule and all of these bills.

Finally, to our friends on the other
side of the aisle regarding the amend-
ment that was offered in our Rules
Committee last night that several Re-
publicans voted against, it is a stretch
on germaneness, although it was ruled
germane. I do find it incredibly inter-
esting that our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle suddenly want to force
this issue because it is politically expe-
dient, even though they did not release
any of it when they were in charge.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a debate about
what Congress should be considering,
and my amendment would simply allow
Congress to express its will with re-
spect to the release of the Epstein files.
This is something our Republican col-
leagues and certainly key members of
the Trump administration have been
talking about for years until their re-
cent about-face.

Congress can express its will. We
would like to have it put up for a vote.
It doesn’t block any votes on the
crypto bills or the Defense Department
funding.

We think that the administration
should release these files. It really is a
little confusing, I think, why suddenly
our Republican colleagues are blocking
this, but perhaps it was a mistake. At
least one Republican voted with Demo-
crats last night to release the files, so
this would just give all of our col-
leagues the opportunity to say what
they have been saying for so many
years, that the Epstein files should be
released.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the

gentleman from California (Mr.
KHANNA).
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Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, last

night, the Speaker’s Rules Committee
voted to block my amendment that
called for the full release of the Ep-
stein files while protecting the victims’
identity.

Let’s just be clear. They voted to
protect rich and powerful men who
were abusing, assaulting, and aban-
doning young women. That is what this
vote is about.

A nation that chooses impunity for
the rich and the powerful at the ex-
pense of children is a nation that has
lost its moral purpose.

You ask why did they vote this way?
Let’s speak plainly. It is because these
rich and powerful men donate to the
politicians in Washington, D.C., and
play golf with the elites in Washington,
D.C. They are foreign leaders who we
don’t want to offend. They interact
with our intelligence agencies that we
don’t want to disobey. There is some-
thing rotten in Washington.

This is a question of whose side are
you on. Are you on the side of the peo-
ple? Are you on the side of America’s
children? Or are you on the side of the
rich and powerful who have had their
thumb on the scales and shafted Amer-
icans for decades?

We are going to get a vote again this
afternoon. I hope people will find the
courage of a Republican like RALPH
NORMAN or a Republican like MARJORIE
TAYLOR GREENE or a Republican like
THOMAS MASSIE or the many MAGA
Republicans who are demanding the
full release of the Epstein files. It is
not a question just of Epstein. It is a
question of trust in our democracy. It
is a question of restoring a government
of the people, by the people, and for the
people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, it is a
question of the rebirth of a nation that
stands for our children. I hope every-
one in this up-or-down vote will vote to
make sure that the Epstein files are re-
leased while protecting victims’ iden-
tity.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I join the millions of Americans who
want accountability for anyone who
committed crimes with Jeffrey Ep-
stein. But I ask you: Can you really
trust the same radical leftists who pre-
sided over one of the greatest scandals
in American history, a coup in Joe
Biden’s White House in  which
unelected staff actively sought the de-
struction of our country?

Can you really trust the same radial
leftists who sought to segregate those
of us who opted to make medical deci-
sions for ourselves during the COVID-
19 pandemic?

The
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Can you really trust the same radical
leftists who have spent the last decade
trying and failing, trying and failing,
and trying and failing to tear down
President Trump, one of the greatest
Presidents in American history?

Can you really trust those same peo-
ple, who are trying to stop us from
passing the most important
cryptocurrency legislation in history
and appropriations to fund our brave
military today?

A vote against today’s rule is a vote
against cryptocurrency and our De-
partment of Defense.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. KENNEDY).

Mr. KENNEDY of Utah. Mr. Speaker,
I thank my friend, the gentleman from
Georgia, for this opportunity to speak.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the rule for H.R. 3633, the Digital
Asset Market Clarity Act of 2025 and
H.R. 1919, the Anti-CBDC Surveillance
State Act. Together, these bills provide
much needed clarity on digital asset
regulation and ensure critical con-
sumer protections so Americans retain
their financial freedom.

Before basketball became the great
sport that we know and love, it needed
rules. Without structure, the game
could not grow and thrive. The same is
true for digital assets.

Innovation depends on clear, reliable
guardrails. For too long, this space has
been clouded by legal uncertainty and
regulation by enforcement, leaving the
industry without direction and con-
sumers without protection.

The CLARITY Act addresses that
gap. It defines the role of the SEC and
CFTC, establishes clear rules of the
road for responsible innovation, and
protects the rights of Americans to
hold and use their own digital prop-
erty.

At the same time, the Anti-CBDC
Surveillance State Act, which I cospon-
sor, defends the foundational principles
of financial freedom. A government-
run central bank digital currency
would allow unelected bureaucrats to
surveil, program, and ultimately con-
trol how Americans spend their money.
This legislation protects Americans by
ensuring the Fed cannot issue CBDCs
to individuals.

Last year, Representative Tyler
Clancy and I, in the State of Utah,
passed a law banning CBDC, but we all
recognize that State laws cannot per-
tain or prevail throughout the country.
This bill allows us to establish security
and protections for the American peo-
ple all over our country.

When the Chinese Communist Party
thinks CBDC is a good idea, I think
that tells us exactly how we should
vote, against CBDC.

These bills promote free market in-
novation, protect privacy, and ensure
the next generation of finance is built
on American values, not Federal over-
reach.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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I am not sure what the gentleman
from Georgia is talking about when he
says that my amendment is offered as
a product of radical leftists. I know
that it is rare in D.C., but this amend-
ment actually has broad bipartisan
support, from the far right, from the
far left, and from the middle.

We just want to release the Epstein
files. That is why we have offered the
amendment, and this body has the op-
portunity to vote on it.

I don’t understand why my Repub-
lican colleagues are suddenly so ada-
mant about throwing up procedural
hurdles to have the Epstein files re-
leased.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
worked hard in school, but the grade I
am proudest of is getting the first F
ever issued by the crypto industry.

This rule prohibits you from consid-
ering two amendments that had total
support from Democrats and total re-
jection from Republicans in the Finan-
cial Services Committee.

The first prohibits the use of tax-
payer money to buy crypto. Trump has
already said he wants what he calls a
strategic reserve of crypto. If you vote
against this rule, you are voting to
allow him to buy bitcoin or Trump coin
with taxpayer money. That second
amendment, also prohibited by this
rule, says that taxpayer money will
not be used to bail out stablecoin or
other crypto assets.

We have already seen dozens of scan-
dals since Sam Bankman-Fried, but
now the industry can say we have got
total power in Congress. They gave us
just a patina of regulation, and if there
is ever a problem with your crypto as-
sets, we will get you bailed out.

This rule is incredibly hypocritical.
It tells us that we are supposed to be
for innovation and blockchain. Then it
calls for the prohibition of the Fed hav-
ing blockchain or any electronic use of
the U.S. dollar.

The Constitution says currency is
what the U.S. Congress should control,
but this bill will say that the dollar
must use George Washington tech-
nology while China can have a digital
yuan and the crypto bros can have hid-
den digital money.

It is not surprising that President
Trump was against crypto until he re-
alized that he could make hundreds of
millions for his campaign and billions
for his family by signing up with the
crypto bros.

This is crypto week. It is also tax
evaders month, national drug dealers’
day, and human traffickers Tuesday.

Vote ‘‘no” on this rule. Release the
Epstein files. Don’t try to distract us
and say that the reason we can’t pro-
tect girls in this country is because —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time of
the gentleman has expired.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 30 seconds to the gen-
tleman from California.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, don’t
tell us we can’t release the Epstein
files because you hate Joe Biden or be-
cause you hate leftists. People on the
right, people in the center, and every-
one who wants to protect girls in
America says to release the Epstein
files now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALLEN). Members are reminded to di-
rect their comments to the Chair.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from West
Virginia (Mr. MOORE) to speak to the
most important cryptocurrency legis-
lation in the history of our country.
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Mr. MOORE of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JACK) for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
CLARITY Act, the GENIUS Act, and
the Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act.

I am a cosponsor, actually, of the
CLARITY Act, which creates clear, en-
forceable rules for digital commodity
markets and gives innovators con-
fidence to build here in the United
States of America.

Similarly, the GENIUS Act estab-
lishes a dollar-backed stablecoin, rein-
forcing the U.S. dollar’s dominance in
global financial markets.

Finally, the anti-CBDC legislation
ensures that we never enact a CCP-like
financial surveillance regime in this
country.

Together, these bills ensure that the
U.S. remains the world leader in digital
asset innovation. I encourage my col-
leagues to support these commonsense
pieces of legislation.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MOORE).

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, digital assets are not some fu-
ture concept. They are already a key
part of our financial system, and Wash-
ington needs to start acting like it.
Nearly one in three Americans have
used them in some form, and we cannot
afford to let our adversaries, especially
the Chinese Communist Party, write
rules for this new financial frontier as
we sit on the sidelines.

That is why we are advancing these
three critical pieces of legislation to
make sure that America stays the
world leader in financial innovation.

Under the Biden administration,
America’s innovators operated in a
cloud of legal uncertainty, at best.

Folks had to choose between dealing
with outdated rules or taking their
ideas overseas. The Trump administra-
tion, however, has taken a much more
forward-thinking approach, and now it
is Congress’ turn to step up.

The CLARITY Act changes this to es-
tablish clear regulatory language that
allows for the protection of consumers,
while also giving innovators the cer-
tainty that they need to build and grow
right here in the United States.
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Stablecoins have shown real promise
for faster, cheaper payments at home
and abroad. They have opened access to
the U.S. dollar for people who have
never had that kind of financial sta-
bility before. Yet, while the private
sector has raced ahead, Washington has
been stuck.

The GENIUS Act fixes that. It gives
stablecoin issuers a regulatory frame-
work for strong reserves, real redemp-
tion rights, and smart risk manage-
ment.

Finally, the Anti-CBDC Surveillance
State Act is about protecting liberty.
It blocks the Federal Government from
launching a central bank digital cur-
rency that could be used to track or
control how law-abiding citizens spend
their dollars.

Together, with these three bills, this
is a big step forward. President Trump
is making American leadership in fi-
nancial tech a priority. These bills re-
flect that vision with clear rules,
strong protections, and a real momen-
tum to keep the dollar at the heart of
global finance.

Let’s make crypto great again.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, last night in the Com-
mittee on Rules, my Democratic col-
leagues and I offered multiple amend-
ments to try to improve the crypto
bills.

We offered amendments to prevent
the President and his closest relatives
from profiting off of crypto while he is
in office. We offered amendments to
protect investors and consumers and
allow the kind of government oversight
that is needed to protect our economy.

All of these amendments were re-
jected by committee Republicans.

Last night, as we discussed the De-
fense spending bill, we also pressed Re-
publicans on how military families will
be impacted by the Medicaid cuts in
Republicans’ big, ugly bill.

About 850,000 military families on
TRICARE also receive healthcare
through Medicaid, particularly chil-
dren with special needs. Those families
may now see their health benefits cut
or taken away as a result of the big,
ugly bill. That issue was not addressed
in the Defense spending bill.

Our Republican colleagues didn’t
want to hear it, and I doubt we will be
able to prevent them from proceeding
with this misguided crypto legislation
today.

Yet, I will say this: If these bills be-
come law, we can predict many more
crypto scandals and crises and money
laundering. A lot of people will lose a
lot of money, and no one will face ac-
countability for taking advantage of
retail investors. I hope that day
doesn’t come, but it is bills like this
that will determine the future of our fi-
nancial system.

Do we want a system that promotes
speculation, bubbles, Ponzi schemes,
and frauds or one that promotes invest-
ment in innovative and productive
businesses that grow the real economy
in ways that benefit all Americans?
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘no” on the PQ and rule, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this week, the House
has the ability to advance four pieces
of legislation under this rule:

H.R. 1919, the Anti-CBDC Surveil-
lance State Act prohibits the Federal
Reserve from issuing a central bank
digital currency, CBDC, that under-
mines Americans’ rights to financial
privacy.

H.R. 3633, the Digital Asset Market
Clarity Act of 2025, also known as the
CLARITY Act, establishes clear, func-
tional requirements for digital asset
market participants, prioritizing con-
sumer protection while fostering inno-
vation.

S. 15682, the GENIUS Act provides a
clear regulatory framework for the
issuance of payment stablecoins in the
U.S.

H.R. 4016, the Department of Defense
Appropriations Act of 2026, provides
critical resources to strengthen mili-
tary readiness, support servicemembers
and their families, invest in next-gen-
eration defense capabilities, and ensure
that the United States can meet global
threats with confidence and resolve.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in voting ‘‘yes’ on the previous
question and ‘‘yes’” on the rule, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of three key pieces of
legislation regarding cryptocurrency and our fi-
nancial markets.

The GENIUS Act, the CLARITY Act, and the
Anti-CBDC Surveillance State Act are all crit-
ical bills that will help make America the
crypto capital of the world. These bills provide
simplified rules of the road for the crypto in-
dustry, which so desperately needs these pro-
visions to flourish. Specifically, they create
federal standards for stablecoins, provide clear
definitions for different digital assets, and pro-
hibit the Federal Reserve from issuing its cen-
tral bank digital currency.

We are in another arms race with our adver-
saries over cryptocurrency and blockchain
dominance, like China and Russia. These are
historic pieces of legislation that will make
America the crypto capital of the world, which
is a priority of President Trump and his admin-
istration.

The United States must remain the world’s
leader in innovation. Under President Trump’s
leadership, we are finally on track for regu-
latory clarity, market protection, and innovation
without fear of government overreach.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage my colleagues to
support these bills.

The material previously referred to
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows:

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 580 OFFERED BY
MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 10. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this resolution, the amendment speci-
fied in section 11 shall be in order as though
printed as the last amendment in part C of
the report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution if offered by Rep-

resentative Khanna of California or a des-
ignee. That amendment shall be debatable
for 10 minutes equally divided and controlled
by the proponent and an opponent.

SEC. 11. The amendment referred to in sec-
tion 10 is as follows:

Add at the end the following:

513. PRESERVATION AND RELEASE OF
RECORDS.

(a) The Attorney General shall retain, pre-
serve, and compile any records or evidence
related to any investigation, prosecution, or
incarceration of Jeffrey Epstein.

(b) Not later than 30 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Attorney
General shall release and publish any records
or evidence related to any investigation,
prosecution, or incarceration of Jeffrey Ep-
stein on a publicly accessible website.

Mr. JACK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEUBE). The question is on ordering
the previous question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, the Chair
will reduce to 5 minutes the minimum
time for any electronic vote on the
question of adoption of the resolution
and the motion to suspend the rules
and pass H.R. 1717.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 211, nays
210, not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 194]

Sec.

YEAS—211
Aderholt Downing Hinson
Alford Dunn (FL) Houchin
Allen Edwards Hudson
Amodei (NV) Ellzey Huizenga
Arrington Emmer Hurd (CO)
Babin Estes Issa
Bacon Evans (CO) Jack
Baird Ezell Jackson (TX)
Balderson Fallon James
Barr Fedorchak Johnson (LA)
Barrett Feenstra Johnson (SD)
Baumgartner Fine Jordan
Bean (FL) Finstad Joyce (OH)
Begich Fischbach Joyce (PA)
Bentz Fitzgerald Kean
Bergman Fitzpatrick Kelly (MS)
Bice Fleischmann Kelly (PA)
Biggs (AZ) Flood Kennedy (UT)
Biggs (SC) Fong Kiggans (VA)
Bilirakis Foxx Kiley (CA)
Boebert Franklin, Scott ~ Kim
Bost Fry Knott
Brecheen Fulcher Kustoff
Bresnahan Garbarino LaHood
Buchanan Gill (TX) LaLota
Burchett Gimenez LaMalfa
Burlison Goldman (TX) Langworthy
Calvert Gonzales, Tony Latta
Cammack Gooden Lawler
Carey Gosar Lee (FL)
Carter (TX) Graves Letlow
Ciscomani Greene (GA) Lucas
Cline Griffith Luna
Cloud Grothman Mace
Clyde Guest Mackenzie
Cole Guthrie Malliotakis
Collins Hageman Maloy
Comer Hamadeh (AZ) Mann
Crane Haridopolos Mast
Crank Harrigan McClain
Crawford Harris (MD) MecClintock
Crenshaw Harris (NC) McCormick
Davidson Harshbarger McDowell
DesJarlais Hern (OK) McGuire
Diaz-Balart Higgins (LA) Messmer
Donalds Hill (AR) Meuser
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Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Onder
Owens
Palmer
Patronis
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)

Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer
Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schmidt
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong

NAYS—210

Gillen

Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Krishnamoorthi
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Mannion
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume

Min

Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler

Neal

Neguse
Norcross
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Stutzman
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner (OH)
Valadao

Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Ross
Ruiz
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Whitesides
Williams (GA)
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NOT VOTING—I11

Carter (GA) Loudermilk Ogles
De La Cruz Luttrell Ramirez
Green (TN) Massie Wilson (FL)
Hunt McCaul
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Ms. BROWNLEY, Messrs.
HORSFORD, OLSZEWSKI, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Messrs. SUBRAMANYAM,

PAPPAS, Ms. SCHOLTEN, and Mr.
SUOZZI changed their vote from ‘‘yea’
to “‘nay.”

Messrs. HAMADEH of Arizona,
HUIZENGA, and Mrs. LUNA changed
their vote from ‘‘nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the previous question was ordered.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The

———

MOURNING THE LOSS OF LIFE IN
THE STATE OF TEXAS

(Mr. ROY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
mourning the loss of life in the State of
Texas that touched profoundly every-
body across this great country and so
many people who are visiting this part
of Texas.

Obviously, we have been struck by
the loss of life, particularly for those
young girls associated with Camp Mys-
tic.

It has been grueling. It was a rough
week.

There has been a lot of destruction,
and a lot of beautiful parts of our State
have been destroyed, but we will re-
build.

Here is the thing that I want to say.
When people talk about destruction,
what will not be destroyed is the spirit
of the people of Texas; the spirit of the
people that those camps represent; the
spirit of the little girls who are already
talking about wanting to go back; the
spirit of the people associated with
Dick Eastland, the camp director of
Camp Mystic who gave his life trying
to save those little girls; the spirit of
Jane Ragsdale, who lost her life saving
five little girls—her guitar was found
down the Guadalupe River just yester-
day; and the spirit of all the little girls
who were riding in the bus as they left
Camp Mystic, singing hymns and ex-
pressing their faith. They were looking
at the destruction that they couldn’t
possibly comprehend as they left that
camp, but they were still putting their
faith in their Lord and their Savior.

If there is anything we can take out
of this, it is that sense of community,
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that sense of pride that we have in
knowing that we will rebuild and that
we will come together, and that sense
that we know the power of the cross
that stands on the hills over the city of
Kerrville, the power of the faith of the
people of Texas, and the power of the
faith of the people of this Nation who
have responded. Millions of dollars
have come into the Community Foun-
dation of the Texas Hill Country, $30
million last week, and I think that
number is rising.

I thank all the members here in this
delegation. Most of them have reached
out to me personally.

To my friends and colleagues in this
delegation: It is not just Kerr County.
It is the State of Texas. Many of my
colleagues have been affected across
the State, but I thank them for their
prayers and their well-wishes.

Just know, Mr. Speaker, that their
spirit endures. I cannot tell you how
proud I am of the people of Texas, the
people of Kerr County, Texas, and the
first responders who are today back in
the floodwaters, resuming the search
for the missing. There are still over 100
missing in that part of our State.

Mr. Speaker, I ask for a moment of
silence.

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks all
those present in the Chamber, as well
as Members and staff throughout the
Capitol, to please join us in a moment
of silence.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, if I may,
there are some little girls from Camp
Mystic in the gallery, and I thank
them for being here.

——

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4016, DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2026; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 3633, DIGITAL
ASSET MARKET CLARITY ACT
OF 2025; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1919, ANTI-CBDC
SURVEILLANCE STATE ACT;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF S. 1582, GUIDING AND ESTAB-
LISHING NATIONAL INNOVATION
FOR U.S. STABLECOINS ACT; AND
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE
ON RULES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8
of rule XX, the unfinished business is
the vote on adoption of the resolution
(H. Res. 580) providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 4016) making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2026, and for other purposes;
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 3633), to provide for a system of
regulation of the offer and sale of dig-
ital commodities by the Securities and
Exchange Commission and the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission,
and for other purposes; providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1919) to
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amend the Federal Reserve Act to pro-
hibit the Federal reserve banks from
offering certain products or services di-
rectly to an individual, to prohibit the
use of central bank digital currency for
monetary policy, and for other pur-
poses; providing for consideration of
the bill (S. 1582) to provide for the reg-
ulation of payment stablecoins, and for
other purposes; and waiving a require-
ment of clause 6(a) of rule XIII with re-
spect to consideration of certain reso-
lutions reported from the Committee
on Rules, on which the ayes prevailed
by voice vote.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

RECORDED VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A re-
corded vote has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 196, noes 223,
not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 195]

AYES—196
Aderholt Garbarino McDowell
Alford Gill (TX) McGuire
Allen Gimenez Messmer
Amodei (NV) Goldman (TX) Meuser
Arrington Gongzales, Tony Miller (IL)
Babin Gooden Miller (OH)
Bacon Gosar Miller (WV)
Baird Graves Miller-Meeks
Balderson Griffith Mills
Barr Grothman Moolenaar
Barrett Guest Moore (AL)
Baumgartner Guthrie Moore (NC)
Bean (FL) Hageman Moore (UT)
Begich Hamadeh (AZ) Moore (WV)
Bentz Haridopolos Moran
Bergman Harrigan Murphy
Bice Harris (NC) Nehls
Biggs (SC) Harshbarger Newhouse
Bilirakis Hern (OK) Norman
Boebert Higgins (LA) Nunn (IA)
Bost Hill (AR) Obernolte
Brecheen Hinson Onder
Bresnahan Houchin Owens
Buchanan Hudson Palmer
Burlison Huizenga Patronis
Calvert Hurd (CO) Pfluger
Cammack Issa Reschenthaler
Carey Jack Rogers (AL)
Carter (TX) Jackson (TX) Rogers (KY)
Ciscomani James Rose
Cline Johnson (LA) Rouzer
Cole Johnson (SD) Rulli
Collins Jordan Rutherford
Comer Joyce (OH) Salazar
Crank Joyce (PA) Schmidt
Davidson Kean Schweikert
De La Cruz Kelly (MS) Scott, Austin
DesdJarlais Kelly (PA) Sessions
Diaz-Balart Kennedy (UT) Shreve
Downing Kiggans (VA) Simpson
Dunn (FL) Kiley (CA) Smith (MO)
Edwards Kim Smith (NE)
Ellzey Knott Smith (NJ)
Emmer Kustoff Smucker
Estes LaHood Stauber
Evans (CO) LaLota Stefanik
Ezell LaMalfa Steil
Fallon Langworthy Steube
Fedorchak Latta Strong
Feenstra Lawler Stutzman
Fine Lee (FL) Taylor
Finstad Letlow Tenney
Fischbach Lucas Thompson (PA)
Fitzgerald Mace Tiffany
Fitzpatrick Mackenzie Timmons
Fleischmann Malliotakis Turner (OH)
Flood Maloy Valadao
Fong Mann Van Drew
Foxx Mast Van Duyne
Franklin, Scott McClain Van Orden
Fry McClintock Wagner
Fulcher McCormick Walberg
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Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Wied

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Bera
Beyer
Biggs (AZ)
Bishop
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Burchett
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Conaway
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (CA)
Garela (IL)

Carter (GA)
Crawford
Crenshaw
Donalds
Green (TN)

So the resolution was not agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack

NOES—223

Garcia (TX)
Gillen
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Harder (CA)
Harris (MD)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Krishnamoorthi
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren

Luna

Lynch
Magaziner
Mannion
Matsui
McBath
McBride
MecClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume

Min

Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler

Neal

Neguse
Norcross
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Yakym
Zinke

Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Randall
Raskin
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Ross
Roy
Ruiz
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Self
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Whitesides
Williams (GA)

NOT VOTING—13

Hunt
Loudermilk
Luttrell
Massie
McCaul
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as above recorded.

Ogles
Ramirez
Wilson (FL)

MOTION TO RECONSIDER

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Scalise of Louisiana moves to recon-
sider the vote on adoption of H. Res. 580.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recon-
sider.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The

on

————

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1717) to direct the Federal
Communications Commission to estab-
lish a council to make recommenda-
tions on ways to increase the security,
reliability, and interoperability of
communications networks, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 380, nays 33,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 196]

YEAS—380
Adams Budzinski Cuellar
Aderholt Bynum Davids (KS)
Aguilar Calvert Davidson
Alford Cammack Davis (NC)
Allen Carbajal De La Cruz
Amo Carey Dean (PA)
Amodei (NV) Carson DeGette
Ansari Carter (LA) DeLauro
Arrington Carter (TX) DelBene
Auchincloss Casar Deluzio
Babin Case DeSaulnier
Bacon Casten DesdJarlais
Baird Castor (FL) Dexter
Balderson Castro (TX) Diaz-Balart
Balint Cherfilus- Dingell
Barr McCormick Doggett
Barragan Chu Dunn (FL)
Barrett Ciscomani Edwards
Baumgartner Cisneros Elfreth
Bean (FL) Clark (MA) Ellzey
Beatty Clarke (NY) Emmer
Begich Cleaver Escobar
Bell Cline Espaillat
Bentz Clyburn Estes
Bera Cohen Evans (CO)
Bergman Cole Evans (PA)
Bice Comer Ezell
Bilirakis Conaway Fallon
Bishop Correa Fedorchak
Bonamici Costa Feenstra
Bost Courtney Fields
Boyle (PA) Craig Figures
Bresnahan Crawford Fine
Brown Crenshaw Finstad
Brownley Crockett Fischbach
Buchanan Crow Fitzgerald

Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood

Fong

Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Friedman
Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (CA)
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Gill (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Goldman (TX)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves

Gray

Green, Al (TX)
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Huizenga
Hurd (CO)
Issa

Ivey

Jack
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Johnson (TX)
Jordan

Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean

Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim
Krishnamoorthi
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer
Latta

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Boebert
Brecheen
Burchett

CORRECTION

Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Letlow
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Lynch
Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Mannion
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McBride
MecClain
McClain Delaney
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGarvey
McGovern
McGuire
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Messmer
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Norcross
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Olszewski
Omar
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Patronis
Pelosi
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Pocan

Pou
Quigley
Randall
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rivas
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross

NAYS—33

Burlison
Cloud
Clyde
Collins
Crane
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Rouzer
Ruiz
Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Shreve
Simon
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stanton
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Stutzman
Subramanyam
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Taylor
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Tran
Turner (OH)
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (GA)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Crank
Donalds
Downing
Gooden
Greene (GA)
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Correction to Page H3267
CORRECTION

abonner
Correction to Page H3267
On page H3267, July 15, 2025, in the first column, the following appeared: 

   The result of the vote was announced as above recorded.  
   A motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 


The online version has been corrected to read: 

   The result of the vote was announced as above recorded.
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Griffith Kennedy (UT) Pressley
Hageman Luna Roy
Hamadeh (AZ) Moore (NC) Schmidt
Harrigan Norman Self
Harris (MD) Onder Spartz
Harris (NC) Perry Steube
NOT VOTING—19
Beyer Knott Moore (WV)
Carter (GA) Leger Fernandez Ogles
Dayvis (IL) Loudermilk Ramirez
Green (TN) Luttrell Stauber
Hudson Massie Wilson (FL)
Hunt McCaul
Keating Miller (IL)
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Mrs. McCLAIN DELANEY changed

her vote from ‘“‘nay” to ‘“‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 194, YEA on Roll Call No. 195, and YEA
on Roll Call No. 196.

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 196.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, during Roll
Call vote No. 196 on H.R. 1717, | mistakely
recorded my vote as Nay when | should have
voted Yea.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
0 1721

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. RULLI) at 5 o’clock and 21
minutes p.m.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, which was read and referred
to the Committee on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 15, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: On July 15, 2025, pursu-
ant to section 3307 of Title 40, United States
Code, the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure met in open session, with a
quorum being present, to consider seven res-
olutions included in the General Services
Administration’s Capital Investment and
Leasing Programs.

I have enclosed copies of the resolutions
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on July 15, 2025.

Sincerely,
SAM GRAVES,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and

Infrastructure.

Enclosures.

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREATER METROPOLITAN CLEVELAND, OH AREA

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
3307, appropriations are authorized for a
lease of up to 126,000 rentable square feet of
space for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, currently located at 1501 Lakeside Ave
East in Cleveland, OH, at a proposed total
annual cost of $5,794,740 for a lease term of
up to 20 years, a prospectus for which is at-
tached to and included in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of General
Services and tenant agency(ies) agree to
apply an overall utilization rate of 315 usable
square feet or less per person, except that, if
the Administrator determines that the over-
all utilization rate cannot be achieved, the
Administrator shall provide an explanatory
statement to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives prior to exercising any lease
authority provided in this resolution.

July 15, 2025

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
an overall utilization rate of 315 usable
square feet or higher per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is
received by the Administrator of General
Services, the Administrator shall provide
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding
the project.

Provided further, prior to entering into this
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this
lease, the Administrator of General Services
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the
leased space, including an entity involved in
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if
any) prior to award of the lease or approval
of the novation agreement.

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies)
to agree to reporting actual utilization data
on at least an annual basis during occupancy
and such reports shall be transmitted to the
Committee.
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GSA PBS
PROSPECTUS ~ LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREATER METROPOLITAN CLEVELAND, OH AREA
Prospectus Number: POH-01-CL22

Congressional Districts: 9,11, 14,16

Executive Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a lease of approximately 126,000
rentable square feet (RSF) for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), currently
located at 1501 Lakeside Ave East in Cleveland, Ohio. The FBI has occupied space in the
building since 2002 under a lease that expires on January 31, 2027.

The lease will provide continued housing for the FBI and will improve the office and
overall space utilization from 140 to 138 and 322 to 315 usable square feet (USF) per
person, respectively through an increase in personnel count.

Description

Occupant:

Current RSF:

Estimated/Proposed Maximum RSF':
Expansion/Reduction RSF:

Current USF/Person:
Estimated/Proposed USF/Person:
Expiration Dates of Current Lease(s):

Proposed Maximum Leasing Authority:

Delineated Area:

Number of Official Parking Spaces®:
Scoring:
Current Total Annual Cost:

FBI

121,912 (Current RSF/USF = 1.12)
126,000 (Proposed RSF/USF =1.15)
4,088 RSF Expansion

322

315

1/31/2027

20 years

West Boundary: Columbia Road,
between Lake Erie to 480; South
Boundary: Columbia Road (west point),
running 1/2 mile south and parallel to -
480 until meeting 71. Then 480 along
Rockside Road east to the intersection of
Rockside Road and Canal Road; East
Boundary: North to 480. Then 480 west
to 77 and then 77 north to the Central
Business Area; North Boundary: Lake
Erie.

388

Operating

$6,693,743 (lease effective 2/01/2002)

! The RSF/USF at the current location is approximately 1.12; however, to maximize competition a RSF/USF ratio of 1.15
is used for the estimated proposed maximum RSF as indicated in the housing plan.

% Security requirements may necessitate control of parking at the leased location in addition to the official parking
spaces identified in the prospectus. This may be accomplished as a lessor-furnished service, under an operating
agreement with the lessor or part of the Government’s leasehold interest in the building(s). If the additional parking
resulting from security requirements is included in the leasehold interest in the building, the proposed total annual cost
and maximum proposed rental rate may exceed the amounts indicated above.

H3269
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREATER METROPOLITAN CLEVELAND, OH AREA

Prospectus Number: POH-01-CL22

Congressional Districts: 9,11, 14, 16
Estimated Rental Rate®: $45.99 / RSF
Estimated Total Annual Cost*: $5,794,740

Background

FBI’s mission is to protect and defend the United States against terrorist and foreign
intelligence threats; to uphold and enforce the criminal laws of the United States; to provide
leadership and criminal justice to federal, state, municipal, and international agencies, and
partners; and to perform these responsibilities in a manner that is responsive to the needs
of the public and is faithful to the Constitution of the United States.

The FBI has 56 field offices located in metropolitan areas throughout the United States.
The field office locations carry out investigations, assess regional crime threats, and work
with partners on cases and operations. The FBI field office in Cleveland, Ohio covers 8
resident agent offices. The current location is at 1501 Lakeside Avenue East.

Justification

The FBI's field office has been housed in downtown Cleveland since 2002 in a lease at
1501 Lakeside Avenue East that expires on January 31, 2027. The FBI has a continuing
need for housing within the delineated area to ensure FBI mission continuity. The proposed
project will result in utilization rate improvement with the FBI assigning additional
personnel to the Cleveland field office.

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Request for Lease
Proposals and other documents related to the procurement of space based on the
approved prospectus. GSA encourages offerors to exceed minimum requirements set
forth in the procurement.

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and
the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will
constitute approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the

required rentable area.

* This estimate is for fiscal year 2027 and may be escalated by 2.2 percent annually to the effective date of the lease to
account for inflation. The proposed rental rate is fully serviced including all operating expenses, whether paid by the
lessor or directly by the Government. GSA will conduct the procurement using prevailing market rental rates as a
benchmark for the evaluation of competitive offers and as the basis for negotiating with offerors to ensure that lease
award is made in the best interest of the government.

+ New leases may contain an escalation clause to provide for annual changes in real estate taxes and operating costs.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREATER METROPOLITAN CLEVELAND, OH AREA

Prospectus Number: POH-01-CL22
Congressional Districts: 9,11, 14, 16

Interim Leasing

GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued
housing of the tenant agency prior to the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best
interest of the Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
GREATER METROPOLITAN CLEVELAND, OH AREA

Prospectus Number:  POH-01-CL22
Congressional Districts: 9, 11,14, 16

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on 7/9/2025

: 4’5‘1 f’fwm
Recommended:
Commissioner, Public Buildings Service
F S ) ‘f,f}:" oy
K&&&iméii@émm
Approved: :

Administrator, General Services Administration
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
CHARLOTTE, NC

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
§3307, appropriations are authorized for a
lease of up to 172,000 rentable square feet of
space for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, currently located at 7915 Microsoft Way
in Charlotte, NC, at a proposed total annual
cost of $8,256,000 for a lease term of up to 20
years, a prospectus for which is attached to
and included in this resolution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of General
Services and tenant agency(ies) agree to
apply an overall utilization rate of 423 usable
square feet or less per person, except that, if
the Administrator determines that the over-
all utilization rate cannot be achieved, the
Administrator shall provide an explanatory
statement to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives prior to exercising any lease
authority provided in this resolution.

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
an overall utilization rate of 423 usable
square feet or higher per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the

H3273

Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is
received by the Administrator of General
Services, the Administrator shall provide
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding
the project.

Provided further, prior to entering into this
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this
lease, the Administrator of General Services
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the
leased space, including an entity involved in
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if
any) prior to award of the lease or approval
of the novation agreement.

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies)
to agree to reporting actual utilization data
on at least an annual basis during occupancy
and such reports shall be transmitted to the
Committee.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS — LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

CHARLOTTE, NC
Prospectus Number: PNC-01-CH23
Congressional District: 12

Executive Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a lease of approximately 172,000
rentable square feet (RSF) for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) currently located
at 7915 Microsoft Way in Charlotte, NC. The FBI has occupied space in the building since
2011 under a lease that expires on June 16, 2026.

The lease will provide continued housing for the FBI and will improve the office and
overall space utilization rates from 168 to 161 and 460 to 423 usable square feet (USF) per

person, respectively.

Description

Occupant;
Current RSF:

Estimated/Proposed Maximum RSF':

Expansion/Reduction RSF:
Current USF/Person:
Estimated/Proposed USF/Person:

Expiration Dates of Current Lease(s):

Proposed Maximum Lease Term:
Delineated Area:

Number of Official Parking Spaces:
Scoring:

Current Total Annual Cost:
Estimated Rental Rate’:

Estimated Total Annual Cost®:

FBI

171,460

172,000

None

460

423

06/16/2026

20 years

North: I-77, US 160 West Blvd.

East: [-277, E 3 St, US 16 Providence Rd.
West: West Blvd., 1-485

South: 1-485, South Blvd., E Woodland
Rd., Selwyn Ave., Queens Rd., US 16
Providence Rd.

507

Operating

$6.548,700 (lease effective 06/17/2011)
$48.00 / RSF

$8,256,000

! The RSF/USF at the current location is approximately 1.12.

* This estimate is for fiscal year 2026 and may be escalated by 2 percent annually to the effective date of the lease to
account for inflation. The proposed rental rate 1s fully serviced including all operating expenses, whether paid by the
lessor or direetly by the Government.  GSA will conduct the procurement using prevailing market rental rates as a
benchmark for the evaluation of competitive offers and as the basis for negotiating with offerors to cosure that lease
award is made in the best interest of the Government.

3. New leases may contain an escalation clause to provide for annual changes in real estate taxes and operating costs.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
CHARLOTTE, NC

Prospectus Number: PNC-01-CH23
Congressional District: 12

Background

The mission of the FBI is to protect and defend the United States against terrorist and
foreign intelligence threats; to uphold and enforce the criminal laws of the United States;
to provide leadership and criminal justice services to Federal, State, municipal, and
international agencies and partners; and to perform these responsibilities in a manner that
is responsive to the needs of the public and is faithful to the Constitution of the United
States.

The FBI has 56 field offices located in metropolitan areas throughout the United States.
Field office locations carry out investigations, assess regional crime threats, and work with
partners on cases and operations. This Charlotte, NC, location serves as the main office of
eight satellite resident agencies in Asheville, Fayetteville, Greensboro, Greenville, Manteo,
Hickory, Raleigh, and Wilmington.

Justification

The FBI is currently housed at 7915 Microsoft Way, Charlotte, NC, in a lease that expires
June 16, 2026. The agency requires continued housing to carry out its mission and
anticipates this need to continue beyond the 20-year term of this proposed lease.

GSA will consider whether the FBI's continued housing needs should be satistied in the
existing location based on an analysis of other potential locations within the delineated
area. If other potential locations are identified, a cost-benefit analysis will be conducted to
determine whether the Government can expect to recover the relocation and duplication
costs of real and personal property needed for the FBI to accomplish its mission.

Summary of Energy Compliance

GSA will incorporate energy efficiency requirements into the Request for Lease Proposals
and other documents related to the procurement of space based on the approved prospectus.
GSA encourages offerors to exceed minimum requirements set forth in the procurement
and to achieve an Energy Star performance rating of 75 or higher.

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and
the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will
constitute approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the
required rentable area.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
CHARLOTTE, NC

Prospectus Number: PNC-01-CH23
Congressional District: 12

Interim Leasing
GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued housing
of the tenant agency prior to the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best interest of

the Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.

OMB Memorandum M-21-25 Implementations and Long-Term Space Requirements

The requirements within this prospectus reflect the known space needs prior to its
submission to Congress. Agencies continue to develop their return to physical workplaces
strategies counsistent with OMB Memorandum M-21-235, incorporate lessons learned while
working both in-person and under maximum telework during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and determine each agency’s long-term space posture. Accordingly, the requirements
outlined in this prospectus may change prior to award of a lease. In the event that a change
results in a revised requirement that makes a material change and does not fit within the
acceptable parameters of the congressional resolutions, GSA will submit an amended
prospectus for consideration by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
and Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

. . 12/20/2022
Submitted at Washington, DC, on

Recommended:

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

o

b ot

Fa e LG A
Approved: it

Administrator, General Services Administration

e
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

LEASE—FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
§3307, appropriations are authorized for a
lease of up to 110,531 rentable square feet of
space for the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, currently located at 8825 Nelson B.
Klein Parkway in Indianapolis, IN, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $4,990,475 for a
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution.

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution
of the new lease.

Provided that, the Administrator of General
Services and tenant agency(ies) agree to
apply an overall utilization rate of 440 usable
square feet or less per person, except that, if
the Administrator determines that the over-
all utilization rate cannot be achieved, the
Administrator shall provide an explanatory
statement to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives prior to exercising any lease
authority provided in this resolution.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Provided that, except for interim leases as
described above, the Administrator may not
enter into any leases that are below pro-
spectus level for the purposes of meeting any
of the requirements, or portions thereof, in-
cluded in the prospectus that would result in
an overall utilization rate of 440 usable
square feet or higher per person.

Provided that, to the maximum extent
practicable, the Administrator shall include
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option
that can be exercised at the conclusion of
the firm term of the lease.

Provided further, that the General Services
Administration shall not delegate to any
other agency the authority granted by this
resolution.

Provided further, that the Administrator
shall require that the delineated area of the
procurement is identical to the delineated
area included in the prospectus, except that,
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not
be identical to the delineated area included
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall
provide an explanatory statement to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from

H3277

the Chairman or Ranking Member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is
received by the Administrator of General
Services, the Administrator shall provide
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding
the project.

Provided further, prior to entering into this
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this
lease, the Administrator of General Services
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the
leased space, including an entity involved in
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if
any) prior to award of the lease or approval
of the novation agreement.

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies)
to agree to reporting actual utilization data
on at least an annual basis during occupancy
and such reports shall be transmitted to the
Committee.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Prospectus Number:  PIN-01-IN24
Congressional District: 5.7

Executive Summarv

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a lease of approximately 110,531
rentable square feet (RSF) for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), currently located
at 8825 Nelson B. Klein Parkway in Indianapolis. Indiana. The FBI has occupied space in
the building since 2011 under a lease that expires on August 3. 2026.

The lease will provide continued housing for the FBI and will improve the office and
overall space utilization rates from 168 to 158 and 481 to 440 usable square feet (USF) per

person, respectively.
Description

Occupant:

Current RSF:

Estimated/Proposed Maximum RSF:
Expansion/Reduction RSF:

Current USF/Person:
Estimated/Proposed USF/Person:

Expiration Dates of Current Lease(s):

Proposed Maximum Leasing Term:
Delineated Area:

Number of Official Parking Spaces:
Scoring:

Current Total Annual Cost:
Estimated Rental Rate:!

Estimated Total Annual Cost:”

Background

FBI

110.531 (Current RSF/USF = 1.12)
110,531 (Proposed RSF/USF = 1.12)
None

481

440

08/03/2026

20 years

Northern Border: 96th Street

Western Border: Raceway Rd.
Southern Border: County Line Rd.
Eastern Border: Mainly Carroll Rd.
(This is not clearly defined by a street, but
in most places. it is Carroll Rd.)

122

Operating

$4.660.919 (lease effective 08/04/2011)
$45.15/RSF

$4.990.475

' This estimate is for fiscal vear 2026 and may be escalated by 2.2 percent annually to the effective date of the lease to
account for inflation. The proposed rental rate is {ully serviced including all operating expenses. whether paid by the
lessor or dircctly by the Government. GSA will conduct the procurement using prevailing market rental rates as a
benchmark for the evaluation of competitive offers and as the basis for negotiating with offerors to ensure that lease
award is made in the best interest of the Government.

* New leases may contain an escalation clause to provide for annual changes in real estate taxes and operating costs.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Prospectus Number:  PIN-01-IN24
~ Congressional District: 5.7

The FBI's mission is to protect and defend the United States against terrorist and foreign
intelligence threats; to uphold and enforce the criminal laws of the United States; to provide
leadership and criminal justice to Federal, State, municipal, and international agencies, and
partners; and to perform these responsibilities in a manner that is responsive to the needs
of the public and is faithful to the Constitution of the United States.

The FBI has 56 field offices located in metropolitan areas throughout the United States.
The field office locations carry out investigations, assess regional crime threats, and work
with partners on cases and operations. The FBI field office in Indianapolis, Indiana, covers
9 resident agent offices. The current location at 8825 Nelson B. Kiein Pkwy was a build-
to-suit lease completed in 2011 for the FBI as the sole tenant.

Justification

The FBI's field office is currently housed at 8825 Nelson B. Klein Parkway in a lease that
expires August 3, 2026. The FBI has a continuing need for housing to ensure mission
continuity. The agency anticipates maintaining its latest space requirements beyond the
proposed term of this lease (20 years). The proposed lease will result in utilization rate
improvement, housing of additional personnel, and maintaining mission readiness to
provide efficient operations.

GSA will consider whether the FBI's continued housing needs should be satisfied in the
existing location based on an analysis of other potential locations within the delineated
area. If other potential locations are identified, a cost-benefit analysis will be conducted to
determine whether the Government can expect to recover the relocation and duplication
costs of real and personal property needed for the FBI to accomplish its mission.

Summaryv of Energy Compliance

The Government will incorporate energy efficiency and sustainability requirements into
the Request for Lease Proposal and other documents related to the procurement of space
based on the approved prospectus. The Government encourages offerors to exceed
minimum requirements set forth in the procurement, and to the maximum extent
practicable requires offerors to comply with the Energy Star requirement and other
statutory and regulatory requirements.

Resolutions of Approval

Resolutions adopted by the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and
the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approving this prospectus will

[
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Prospectus Number:  PIN-01-IN24
Congressional District: 5.7

constitute approval to make appropriations to lease space in a facility that will yield the
required rentable area.

Interim Leasing

GSA will execute such interim leasing actions as are necessary to ensure continued housing
of the tenant agency prior to the effective date of the new lease. It is in the best interest of
the Government to avert the financial risk of holdover tenancy.

OMB Memorandums M-21-25 and M-23-15 Implementation and Long-Term Space
Requirements

The requirements within this prospectus reflect the known space needs prior to its
submission to Congress. Agencies continue to develop their long term workplace strategies
consistent with OMB Memorandums M-21-25 and M-23-15, incorporate lessons learned
while working both in-person and under maximum telework during the COVID-19
pandemic, and determine each agency’s long-term space posture. Accordingly, the
requirements outlined in this prospectus may change prior to award of a lease. In the event
that a change results in a revised requirement that makes a material change and does not fit
within the acceptable parameters of the congressional resolutions, GSA will submit an
amended prospectus for consideration by the House Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure and Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.

3
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - LEASE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
INDIANAPOLIS, IN

Prospectus Number:  PIN-01-IN24
Congressional District: 5,7

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on 10/24/2023

Recommended: €lliet Doomes

Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

4 -~

g ff(‘)\p(
Appr@v ed: | f&é}h fL_ﬂgﬂ‘M‘n@,.(&g

Administrator, General Services Administration
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
ALTERATION—OPTIMIZATION PROGRAM,
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
§3307, appropriations are authorized for the
reconfiguration and renovation of core assets
under the United States General Services
Administration’s (GSA’s) jurisdiction, cus-
tody, or control to support efforts to opti-
mize space configuration and performance;
deliver the best value in real estate to GSA’s
customer agencies across the government;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

reduce the government’s footprint; and
achieve significant annual cost savings for
taxpayers at a total cost of $150,000,000, a
prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded as part of this resolution.

Provided, that General Services Adminis-
tration shall not delegate to any agency the
authority granted by this resolution.

Provided further, that an Expenditure Plan
be submitted to the Committee prior to ex-
penditure of any funds.

Provided further, projects funded shall dem-
onstrate a clear connection to long-term
footprint reduction, including but not lim-

H3283

ited to sale, disposal, relinquishment, or sub-
stantial reductions in rentable square foot-
age or financial costs.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chair or Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives is received
by the Administrator of General Services,
the Administrator shall provide such Mem-
ber a response in writing that provides any
information requested regarding the pro-
gram.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
OPTIMIZATION PROGRAM
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number:  POP-0001-MU235

FY 2025 Project Summary

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) proposes the reconfiguration and
renovation of core assets under GSA’s jurisdiction, custody, or control to support efforts
to optimize space configuration and performance; deliver the best value in real estate to
our customer agencies across government; reduce the government’s footprint; and achieve
significant annual cost savings for taxpayers. This proposed Optimization Program
facilitates GSA’s strategic divestiture of unneeded federally owned assets and reduces the
reliance on privately owned space.

FY 2025 Committee Approval and Appropriation Requested ......coevvenne. $425,000,000

Progsram Summaryv

As part of GSA’s ongoing efforts to right-size and modernize the Federal Government’s
real estate footprint in support of agencies’ missions, GSA is identifying opportunities to
optimize space within its inventory of real property assets. GSA continues to partner with
federal agencies to transform federal workspaces for the future and to make the federal
footprint more sustainable and cost effective for taxpayers. Projects will vary in size by
location, agency mission and operations. Funding in this program will help to modernize
federally owned buildings under GSA’s jurisdiction, custody and control, as well as fund
customer agency tenant improvements, furnishings, equipment, and any necessary move
expenses.

Typical projects will include one or more of the following elements:

e Modernization and reconfiguration of existing federally owned space under the
jurisdiction, custody and control of GSA to accommodate new customer agency
space assignments and the reconfiguration of existing occupied space;

e Rightsizing the federal footprint, including restacking, consolidation, co-location
and strategic disposition, to account for anticipated remote and hybrid work
arrangements;

e Alterations, building system and technology upgrades, such as fire sprinklers,
heating, ventilation and air conditioning, or smart building technology needed as
part of a relocation, optimization, consolidation, co-location, disposition, or any
combination of the foregoing; and

® Acquiring customer agency furniture, fixtures and equipment, physical move
services, or a combination of the foregoing.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
OPTIMIZATION PROGRAM
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number:  POP-0001-MU25

Preference will be given to projects that are interrelated to the disposition of assets that no
longer support the mission needs of the Federal Government and agency co-location
projects that facilitate shared resources and shared special space.

Projects will be evaluated using the following criteria:

® Projects that result in a reduction of repair liabilities in core assets;

e Projects that result in an improvement in the utilization of customer agency space
assignments;

e Projects that facilitate reductions in the cost to operate and maintain federally
owned properties in GSA’s portfolio;

e Projects that result in an overall cost savings for the American taxpayer;
e Projects that result in the reduction of unneeded Federally owned space; and

e Projects that result in the release of leased space.

Justification

Executive departments and agencies have been evaluating how their work environments
can be structured to most effectively achieve their missions while strengthening their
organizations for the future. As federal agencies rethink their workspace and workplace
requirements, GSA, as the government’s largest civilian real estate provider of space and
services, plays a key role in helping federal agencies carry out their plans and work to
facilitate the Federal Government’s transition to an optimal real estate footprint that saves
taxpayer dollars. Funding for portfolio optimization is essential so that GSA can execute
those opportunities in GSA controlled space.

GSA will make critical investments in federally owned GSA assets to allow for the
consolidation of federally owned or leased space, the disposal of buildings that do not or
cannot meet performance standards and the long-term financial viability of the optimized
portfolio.

Federal agencies have identified lack of resources as the main challenge in achieving
optimal utilization of workspaces. An optimization program that includes funding for
agency tenant improvements, furnishings, fixtures, and equipment, and necessary move
expenses will provide more reliable funding to address this challenge.

Overall, the optimization program will result in improved space utilization, cost savings
for the American taxpayer and a more sustainable portfolio.

td
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
OPTIMIZATION PROGRAM
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number:  POP-0001-MU23

Summary of Energv, Water, Sustainabilitv, and Climate Risk Compliance

This project will be designed to conform to requirements of the PBS-P100, Facilities
Standards for the Public Buildings Service. GSA will focus on design and construction
opportunities to increase energy and water efficiencies that minimize operating costs and
greenhouse gas emissions, incorporate sustainable design principles into projects, reduce
the environmental impact of materials, and address climate risk liabilities in a manner that
is life cycle cost effective.

(]
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
OPTIMIZATION PROGRAM
VARIOUS BUILDINGS

Prospectus Number:  POP-0001-MU25

Certification of Need

GSA has determined that the proposed Optimization Program is the most practical solution
to meeting the strategic priority of rightsizing and modernizing the federal government’s
real estate footprint in support of agencies’ missions and the American people.

4/1/2024

Submitted at Washington, DC, on

Recommended: Elliet DMMLS
Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

P

f]‘ ) ,;EEM,?{ A
Administrator, General Services Administration

Approved:
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

AMENDED PROSPECTUS—ALTERATION, JACOB K.
JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX, NEW
YORK, NY

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
3307, appropriations are authorized for a re-
pair and alteration project for the Jacob K.
Javits Federal Office Building (Javits FOB)
Complex located at 26 Federal Plaza in New

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

York, NY, to upgrade the legacy fire alarm
system in approximately half of the Javits
FOB Complex to match the modern fire
alarm system partially installed, demolish
and abate select space and build out new
space for both the Department of Justice’s
Antitrust Division and the National Labor
Relations Board for a total estimated project
cost of $37,195,000, a prospectus for which is
attached to and included in this resolution.
Provided further, that the United States
General Services Administration shall not

July 15, 2025

delegate to any agency the authority grant-
ed by this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chair or Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives is received
by the Administrator of General Services,
the Administrator shall provide such Mem-
ber a response in writing that provides any
information requested regarding the project.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX

NEW YORK, NY
Prospectus Number: PNY-0282-NY25
Congressional District: 10

FY 2025 Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a repair and alteration project for
the Jacob K. Javits Federal Office Building (Javits FOB) Complex located at 26 Federal
Plaza, New York, NY. The proposed project will upgrade the legacy fire alarm system in
approximately half of the Javits FOB Complex to match the modern fire alarm system
partially installed, demolish and abate select space and build out new space for both the
Department of Justice Antitrust Division (ATR) and the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB), respectively.

FY 2025 Committee Approval and Appropriation Requested

{Design, Construction, and Management & Inspection)....cceerenvinivesnesernes $37,195,000

Major Work Items

Fire protection; heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVACQ), electrical, and
plumbing upgrades; demolition/abatement; and interior construction

Project Budget
DIESIZI Lottt r et $3.189,000
Estimated Construction Cost (ECC) i 31,908,000
Management and Inspection (M&I...ccooviviiioiiiiec e, 2.098.000
Estimated Total Project Cost (ETPC ) ineneeiiinieneneenieesesseesenssssessesnens $37,195,000

*Tenant agencies may fund an additional amount for alterations above the standard
normally provided by the GSA.

Schedule Start End
Design and Construction FY2025 FY2029
Building

The Javits FOB Complex consists of three interconnected buildings - the Jacob K. Javits
Federal Building (Javits FOB), the Annex and the James L. Watson Court of International
Trade (CIT). The Javits FOB, a 45-story office building was constructed in 1967 along
with the CIT, an 8-story court/office building. In 1977, the Annex, a 45-story office
building was built along the west side of the original Javits FOB in 1977. The CIT is
connected to the Javits FOB via a 4-story pedestrian bridge. The entire Javits FOB
Complex consists of over 2.8 million gross square feet of space.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX

NEW YORK, NY
Prospectus Number: PNY-0282-NY25
Congressional District: 10

Tenant Agencies

Court of International Trade; Department of Agriculture; Department of Commerce;
Department of Justice; Department of Labor; US Postal Service; Department of State:
Internal Revenue Service; Department of Defense; US Tax Court; Social Security
Administration; Merit Systems Protection Board; Railroad Retirement Board; National
Labor Relations Board; Department of Homeland Security; Small Business
Administration; Department of Health and Human Services; Department of Housing and
Urban Development; U.S. Agency for Global Media, and GSA

Proposed Proiect

The project will upgrade the legacy building fire alarm system serving the Javits FOB,
Annex, and CIT. Under a previously completed 2016 prospectus project, a new fire alarm
system backbone was installed serving all floors in the Javits FOB and Annex. After the
system backbone was installed, subsequent projects with large floor renovations were
integrated into the new system utilizing new Fire Alarm Control Units (FACUs) wired into
the new backbone. Currently, approximately half of the main building remains on the old
system and the other half has been migrated to the new system. The goal of the proposed
project is to integrate the remaining floors of the Javits FOB and Annex served by the old
system into the new system utilizing new FACUs and most of the existing wiring and
devices on the floors. The CIT building remains served by the old system, requires more
extensive work, including a new fiber riser networked back to the main building backbone,
and will be the subject of a project proposed in a future fiscal year.

The project also includes the demolition and abatement of all space previously assigned
to NLRB and ATR as well as GSA — controlled vacant space, and the associated common
restrooms. The project will include the buildout of interior space, including partitions,
finishes and mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems upgrades for the NLRB and
ATR.

Major Work Items

Fire Protection Upgrades $20,695,000
Demolition/Hazardous Material Abatement 5,085,000
Interior Construction 2,575,000
HVAC Upgrades 1,734,000
Electrical Upgrades 1,386,000
Plumbing Upgrades 433.000
Total ECC $31,908,000

[
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX

NEW YORK, NY
Prospectus Number: PNY-0282-NY25
Congressional District: 10

Justification

The building is currently operating with two fire alarm systems — a legacy system, and a
system that was upgraded under a previously completed 2016 prospectus level project.
Technology differences between the systems require staff and emergency personnel to
manually check both panel displays when an alarm is triggered, and either operate both
panels to silence, acknowledge, or reset. The legacy system dates to the 1980’s and is no
longer supported by the manufacturer. Parts needed for a repair or replacement cannot be
purchased through official distributors. The old system controls all the life safety functions
(elevator recall, fan shutdown, fire pump monitoring, generator monitoring). If an essential
component of the older system failed it would cause the legacy system to fail, consequently
resulting in decommissioning of the fire alarm system for roughly half of the building. This
would require emergency repairs to swing over the controls and an expensive, extensive
continuous fire watch until the system is brought back online or upgraded.

Both NLRB and ATR were previously housed in approximately 15,000 and 14,000 square
feet, respectively within the Javits FOB. In March 2022, a series of hazardous materials
releases occurred within the interior spaces that were caused by vibrations from the
construction work on the floor above coupled with the deteriorated condition of the
fireproofing above the ceiling. To protect occupant agencies from further hazardous
materials releases in the spaces, GSA relocated both agencies to alternative locations in
existing federally controlled space. Both agencies have advised GSA that the temporary
alternative space does not meet their long-term needs and is disruptive to their operations.
The proposed project within Javits FOB meets the long-term requirements of both Federal
agencies.

Summary of Energy, Water, Sustainability, and Climate Risk Compliance

This project will be designed to conform to requirements of PBS-PI100, Facilities
Standards for the Public Buildings Service. GSA will focus on design and construction
opportunities to increase energy and water efficiencies that minimize operating costs and
greenhouse gas emissions, incorporate sustainable design principles into projects, reduce
the environmental impact of materials, and address climate risk liabilities in a manner that
is life cycle cost effective.

Prior Appropriations

None
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS — ALTERATION
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX

NEW YORK, NY
Prospectus Number: PNY-0282-NY25
Congressional District: 10

Prior Committee Approvals
None

Prior Prospectus-Level Projects in Building (past 10 vears)

PNY-0282-NY14 Renovation of Building Core 2014 $6,520,000
Surrounding FBI space
PNY-0282-NY16 Consolidation Build-Out 2016 $104,893,580*

*$7,660,000 was funded in FY'15 through a reprogramming, $96,244,000 was funded through the FY'16
Major R&A Expenditure Plan, and $889,580 was funded in FY 2021 through an escalation.

PNY-0282-NY18 Plaza Structural Repairs 2018 $65,712,000
PNY-0282-NY20 USAO Swing Space Construction 2020 $33,288,000
PNY-0282-NY21 Building Structural Upgrades 2021 $56,000,000

Alternatives Considered (30-vear, present value cost analvsis)

There are no feasible alternatives to this project. This is a limited scope renovation, and
the cost of the proposed project is far less than the cost of leasing or constructing a new
building. '

Recommendation
ALTERATION
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
JACOB K. JAVITS FEDERAL BUILDING COMPLEX

NEW YORK, NY
Prospectus Number: PNY-0282-NY25
Congressional District: 10

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on 4/1/2024

Recommended: Elliot Déémt,s
Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

A P
TN
Approved: /Bl (mala.
Administrator, General Services Administration
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION
ALTERATION—CARL B. STOKES U.S.
COURTHOUSE, CLEVELAND, OH

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
3307, appropriations are authorized for a re-
pair and alteration project for the Carl B.
Stokes U.S. Courthouse located at 801 W. Su-
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perior Avenue in Cleveland, OH, to upgrade
the building’s fire alarm system for a total
estimated project cost of $14,942,000, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included
in this resolution.

Provided further, that the TU.S. General
Services Administration shall not delegate
to any agency the authority granted by this
resolution.

July 15, 2025

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chair or Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives is received
by the Administrator of General Services,
the Administrator shall provide such Mem-
ber a response in writing that provides any
information requested regarding the project.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
CARL B. STOKES U.S. COURTHOUSE

CLEVELAND, OH
Prospectus Number: POH-0301-CL25
Congressional District: . 11

FY 2025 Project Summary

The General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a repair and alteration project for
the Carl B. Stokes U.S. Courthouse (Stokes Courthouse) located at 801 W. Superior Ave.
in Cleveland, OH. The project will upgrade the building’s fire alarm system.

FY 2025 Committee Approval and Appropriation Requested

(Design, Construction, and Management & Inspection)....cccveicenicnnanas $14,942,000

The fire alarm scope requested herein was submitted previously as part of a larger building-
wide proposed prospectus project in FY 2023.  Although this prospectus was approved by
the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works on July 20, 2022, and November 19, 2022, respectively,
funding for the full scope was not appropriated. Due to the emergent need and life safety
concerns with the fire alarm system, GSA is now seeking approval and appropriation for a
stand-alone fire alarm project.

Major Work Items

Fire protection upgrades; interior construction

Project Budget

DIESIZN ittt ettt st e et n et ancne s $1,319,000
Estimated Construction Cost (ECC).oovvvievnirieenne. et eteanra e e r e eerenernaeans 12,455,000
Management and Inspection (M&ID)......ccooiveiiiiiiniii s 1.168.000
Estimated Total Project Cost (ETPO)iviiniiiiniincnnisiinenscscnsisesimnsssssssisase $14,942,000

*Tenant agencies may fund an additional amount for alterations above the standard
normally provided by the GSA.

Schedule Start End
Design and Construction FY 2025 FY 2030

The Stokes Courthouse is a 747,032 gross square foot building with 21 stories above grade
and 3 below grade. Construction of the building was completed in 2002, and its primary
function is to serve as a federal courthouse. The Stokes Courthouse is located at the
intersection of Superior Avenue and Huron Road. The building acts as an anchor to the
downtown area of Cleveland and is prominent in the city’s skyline.
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS -~ ALTERATION
CARL B. STOKES U.S. COURTHOUSE

CLEVELAND, OH
Prospectus Number: POH-0301-CL25
Congressional District: 11

Tenant Agencies

Judiciary — District Court, Magistrate Court, Court of Appeals, Probation and Pre-trial
Services; Department of Justice — U.S. Marshals Service, Executive Office of
Immigration Review, U.S. Attorney, Immigration and Customs Enforcement; Senate and
GSA

Proposed Project

The project proposes to upgrade the building’s fire alarm system that has exceeded its
useful life. The main fire alarm control panel will be replaced and other components
throughout the building will be repaired or replaced. All finishes disturbed by the
installation of the new fire alarm will be restored.

Major Work Items
Fire Protection $10,114,000
Interior Construction 2.341.000
Total ECC $12,455,000
Justification

The existing fire alarm, installed in 2001, is past its useful life and affected by major
deficiencies. There are service and reliability issues between the main panel and the sub-
panels. Compatible replacement parts are no longer produced, and the supply of spare parts
is depleted. All newly manufactured components are incompatible with the existing
system’s firmware. Maintaining the system in a fully operational condition is extremely
difficult as spare parts are unavailable and currently produced components are
incompatible.

GSA has determined that there was improper installation of a select number of the smoke
detectors, with the detectors not installed to the fire codes; lacking correct separation
distance from HVAC equipment. There are also pressurization issues in the stairwells and
library atrium. The cause of the pressurization issues is the atrium’s smoke control system.
It creates a pressure differential that inhibits egress in some areas as over-pressurization
requires more force to open doors. The project scope includes improvements to the atrium
and rebalancing the system which will eliminate the pressurization issues.

Summaryv of Energy, Water, Sustainabilitv, and Climate Risk Compliance

This project will be designed to conform to requirements of PBS-PI100, Facilities
Standards for the Public Buildings Service. GSA will focus on design and construction
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
CARL B. STOKES U.S. COURTHOUSE

CLEVELAND, OH
Prospectus Number: POH-0301-CL25
Congressional District: 1

opportunities to increase energy and water efficiencies that minimize operating costs and
greenhouse gas emissions, incorporate sustainable design principles into projects, reduce
the environmental impact of materials, and address climate risk liabilities in a manner that
is life cycle cost effective.

Prior Appropriations

None

Prior Committee Approvals

None

Prior Prospectus-Level Projects in Building (past 10 vears)

Prospectus Description FY Amount
POH-0301-CL23 Plaza Replacement - Design, M&l 2023 $10,235,000

Alternatives Considered (30-vear, present value cost analvsis)

There are no feasible alternatives to this project. This is a limited scope renovation, and
the cost of the proposed project is far less than the cost of leasing or constructing a new
building.

Recommendation
ALTERATION
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GSA PBS

PROSPECTUS ~ ALTERATION
CARL B. STOKES U.S. COURTHOUSE

CLEVELAND, OH
Prbspectus Number: POH-0301-CL25
Congressional District: 3!

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on _4/1/2024

Recommended: ﬁhof DMW«LS
Commissioner, Public Buildings Service

Approved: /@l Waba.
Administrator, General Services Administration
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION

AMENDED PROSPECTUS—ALTERATION RONALD
REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX, WASHINGTON, DC

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the United States House
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C.
3307, appropriations are authorized for a re-
pair and alteration project for the Ronald
Reagan Building Complex (RRB Complex) lo-
cated at 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW in
Washington, DC, for the full replacement of
the fire alarm system and completion of tar-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

geted fire protection and life safety repairs
and upgrades throughout the RRB Complex,
at an additional design cost of $2,136,000, an
additional estimated construction cost of
$28,199,000 and a reduction in management
and inspection cost of $40,000, for a total ad-
ditional cost of $30,295,000, a prospectus for
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. This resolution amends Prospectus
No. PDC-0000AF-DC22 adopted by the Com-
mittee on October 27, 2021.

Provided further, that the United States
General Services Administration shall not

H3299

delegate to any agency the authority grant-
ed by this resolution.

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar
days after the date on which a request from
the Chair or Ranking Member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives is received
by the Administrator of General Services,
the Administrator shall provide such Mem-
ber a response in writing that provides any
information requested regarding the project.
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GSA PBS

AMENDED PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
RONALD REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number:  PDC-0000AF-DC25

FY 2025 Project Summary

The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) proposes a repair and alteration project
for the Ronald Reagan Building Complex (RRB Complex) located at 1300 Pennsylvania
Avenue NW, Washington, DC. The proposed project includes the full replacement of the
fire alarm system and completion of targeted fire protection and life safety repairs/upgrades
throughout the RRB Complex.

FY 2025 House Committee Approval Requested

{Design, Construction, and Management & Inspection)...ceninincininn $30,295,000!

This prospectus amends Prospectus No. PDC-0000AF-DC22 GSA is requesting approval
of an additional estimated design cost of $2,136,000, additional estimated construction cost
of $28,199,000 and a reduction in management and inspection cost of $40,000, for a total
additional cost escalation of $30,295,000 due to time, labor, and market conditions.

FY 2025 Senate Committee Approval Requested

(Additional Design, Construction, and Management & Inspection)........... $4,511,000°

This prospectus amends Prospectus No. PDC-0000AF-DC24. GSA is requesting approval
of additional design cost of $786,000, additional construction cost of $4,524,000 and a
reduction in management and inspection cost of $799,000, for a total additional cost of
$4,511,000 for cost escalation due to time, labor, and market conditions.

FY 2025 Committee Appropriation Requested

{Design, Construction, and Management & Inspection)......... reresenesesaenenes ..$95,095,000

Major Work Iftems

Fire protection and life-safety replacement/upgrades

* Prospectus PDC-0000AF-DC22 was approved by the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate on October 27, 2021, and January
12, 2022 respectively, for design cost of $5,048,000, estimated construction cost of $55,551,000, and management and
inspection costs of $4,201,000, for a total cost of $64,800,000, but no appropriations were received.

2 Prospectus No. PDC-D000AF-DC24 was approved by the Committee on Environment and Public Works of the Senate
on November 20, 2024, for additional design cost of $1,350,000, additional estimated construction cost of $23,675,000,
and additional management and inspection costs of §759,000, for a total additional cost of $25,784,000, however no
appropriations were received.
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GSA PBS

AMENDED PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
RONALD REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number:  PDC-0000AF-DC25

Project Budget
DIESIZI oo et $7,184,000
Estimated Construction Cost (ECC) ..o 83,750,000
Management and Inspection (M&I}.....oooooviiioniie e 4,161,000
Estimated Total Project Cost (ETPC)..ucinmiccninnieniensensssereesssseosssssessaresssenns $95,095,000

*Tenant agencies may fund an additional amount for alterations above the standard
normally provided by GSA.

Schedule Start End
Design and Construction FY 2025 FY 2028
Building

The RRB Complex is a 3.88 million gross square foot, 10-story, mixed-use office building
and includes a Federal Office Building (FOB), an International Trade Center (ITC), and a
public parking garage. The building has five separate office towers connected by an atrium
and public concourse areas and was constructed in 1996. The building is situated on 9.9
acres of land with 1,950 parking spaces.

Tenant Agencies

Department of Homeland Security - Customs and Border Protection Mission Support
Facilities; Environmental Protection Agency; GSA - Public Buildings Service Field Office,
Outleased Space; Department of Commerce - Office of the Secretary; and House of
Representatives

Proposed Project

The project proposes the full replacement of the fire alarm system. In addition, the project
proposes to complete targeted fire protection and life safety repairs in order to bring the
entire building up to current fire protection and life safety code standards.

Major Work Items

Fire Protection and life-safety/replacement/upgrades $83.750,000
Total ECC $83,750,000
Justification

The RRB Complex’s main fire alarm system requires replacement. The system has reached
the end of its useful life, and the manufacturer has issued notice that the panel will no

(o)
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GSA PBS

AMENDED PROSPECTUS ~ ALTERATION
RONALD REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number:  PDC-0000AF-DC25

longer be supported with parts and service. Presently, when failures arise, GSA has to send
existing parts out to second-party electronics refurbishers to be repaired.

In addition to replacement of the fire alarm system, numerous life-safety improvements are
necessary, including relocating, expanding, and installing sprinkler replacements in
accordance with applicable nationally recognized codes and standards as well as Federal
laws and regulations, installing firestopping where it is missing or inadequate, providing
additional signaling and notification device coverage, correcting inadequate exit signage,
and directing egress to outdoor pathways.

The repairs or replacement of the fire and life safety systems will provide reliable, efficient
service and ensure that current building codes, fire, life safety, and accessibility
requirements are met. If the existing system fails, GSA will be required to implement a
fire watch. Depending on the type and extent of the impairment, the cost of the fire watch
could amount to approximately $150,000 per day.

Summary of Energy, Water, and High-Performance Green Building Compliance

This project will be designed to conform to requirements of PBS Core Building Standards
(CBS). GSA will focus on design and construction opportunities to increase energy and
water efficiencies to minimize operating costs, incorporate sustainable design principles,
and reduce the environmental impact of materials in a manner that is life cycle cost
effective in accordance with 42 United States Code 6834.

Prior Appropriations

None
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GSA PBS

AMENDED PROSPECTUS - ALTERATION
RONALD REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: ~ PDC-0000AF-DC25

Prior Committee Approvals

Prior Committee Approvals

Committee Date Amount Purpose

— : Design = $5,048,000
House T&I 10/27/2021 $64,800,000 ECC = $55.551.000
M&I = §4,201,000
Design = $5,048,000
ECC = $55,551,000
M&I = $4,201,000
Additional Design = $6,398,000
Additional ECC = $79,226,000
Additional M&I = $4,960,000
Approvals to Date | $64,800,000 House T&I
$90,584,000 | Senate EPW

Senate EPW 01/12/2022 $64,800,000

Senate EPW 11/20/2024 $90,584,000

Prior Prospectus-Level Projects in Building (past 10 vears):

None

Alternatives Considered (30-vear, present value cost analysis)

There are no feasible alternatives to this project. This is a limited scope renovation, and
the cost of the proposed project is far less than the cost of leasing or constructing a new
building.

Recommendation
ALTERATION
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GSA PBS

AMENDED PROSPECTUS — ALTERATION
RONALD REAGAN BUILDING COMPLEX
WASHINGTON, DC

Prospectus Number: ~ PDC-0000AF-DC25

Certification of Need

The proposed project is the best solution to meet a validated Government need.

Submitted at Washington, DC, on 6/11/2025

. 3
g ]

Recommended:

Approved:

Acting Administrator, General Services Administration
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 15, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
July 15, 2025, at 4:35 p.m., said to contain a
message from the President on the Continu-
ation of the National Emergency With Re-
spect to Hostage-Taking and the Wrongful
Detention of United States Nationals
Abroad.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER,
Clerk of the House.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO

HOSTAGE-TAKING AND THE
WRONGFUL DETENTION OF
UNITED STATES NATIONALS

ABROAD—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119-69)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to hos-
tage-taking and the wrongful detention
of United States nationals abroad de-
clared in Executive Order 14078 of July
19, 2022, is to continue in effect beyond
July 19, 2025.

Hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
tention of United States nationals are
heinous acts that undermine the rule
of law. Terrorist organizations, crimi-
nal groups, and other malicious actors
who take hostages for financial, polit-
ical, or other gain—as well as foreign
states that engage in the practice of
wrongful detention, including for polit-
ical leverage or to seek concessions
from the United States—threaten the
integrity of the international political
system and the safety of United States
nationals and other persons abroad.
Hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
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tention of United States nationals
abroad continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy
of the United States. Therefore, I have
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 14078 with respect
to hostage-taking and the wrongful de-
tention of TUnited States nationals
abroad.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 15, 2025.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF ERIC TARPINIAN-JACHYM

(Mr. ESTES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize and celebrate the life of Eric
Tarpinian-Jachym of Granby, Massa-
chusetts, who was an intern in my of-
fice.

Eric’s life was tragically cut short by
a senseless act of violence in our Na-
tion’s Capital. Eric was an innocent by-
stander who was gunned down as he
walked down the street less than one
mile from the White House.

I offer my prayers and condolences to
Eric’s family, friends, and loved ones.

Eric was a rising senior at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Amherst who
came to Washington to participate in
our government. He was a kind and
friendly presence in my office, greeting
everyone who came through the door
with a smile.

The loss of Eric will be felt for a long
time. We will never forget his presence
and kindness in my office. Those he
met in his short time in my office will
not forget him either.

Eric Tarpinian-Jachym was a dedi-
cated, thoughtful, and kind person who
loved our country, and he gave his life
in service to others. I thank him for his
service and for the impact he made on
our lives. May he rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL).

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. ESTES) in
paying tribute to Eric Tarpinian-
Jachym of Granby, Massachusetts, who
tragically lost his life here in Wash-
ington.

Eric was a rising senior at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts, a proud grad-
uate of Granby Public Schools, and a
young man of great promise. He came
to Capitol Hill eager to learn, con-
tribute, and serve the people and this
great institution, only motivated by
idealism and a commitment to public
service. Through his determination and
intellect, he accomplished all of that.

Those who were close to Eric speak
of his thoughtfulness, curiosity, and
noteworthy commitment to learning
about his government. He loved arch-
ery, fishing, and the great outdoors,
but surely it will be his character that
is remembered most.

To his parents, Tamara and Robert;
his siblings, Angela and Jeremy; and
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all who loved him, including his best
buddy Hunter, our deepest condolences
on behalf of the United States of Amer-
ica. May his memory be a blessing for
all of us.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I ask that
the House observe a moment of silence
to remember Eric Jachym.

————
0 1730

RESTORE FUNDING FOR EDESIA’S
PLUMPY'NUT

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today for the 28th time to call on the
Trump administration to restore life-
saving food aid for malnourished chil-
dren. I see some of my friends and col-
leagues are here who perhaps haven’t
heard this before. I will set aside my
prepared remarks.

This is Plumpy’Nut. It is a peanut
paste that is used to treat children
with malnutrition whose organs are no
longer able to process food because
they are starving.

Prior to January, the United States
of America saved the lives of millions
of children by shipping this peanut
paste that is manufactured here in the
United States to children around the
world. That program was halted when
funding for USAID was stopped by the
Trump administration.

However, the Trump administration
has said repeatedly that they intend to
restore funding for this program.
Marco Rubio said it. Elon Musk said it
when he was still running DOGE. They
have still yet to do it.

There are thousands of boxes of this
product sitting in warehouses in Geor-
gia and in Rhode Island. All that we
need is for someone in the administra-
tion to sign a piece of paper to get the
shipments going again. Every day that
we do not is a day that children are
starving.

We are not asking the administration
to change their policy. We are just ask-
ing them to deliver on their stated pol-
icy. We are asking them to restore the
shipments and to save lives.

———

FIXING OUR FORESTS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, with
the budget reconciliation package now
signed into law, we are finally taking
real steps to fix our forests. This is
something we have needed for many
years in California and all over the
West.

The law directs the Forest Service to
increase timber sales by 250 million
board feet each year and the Bureau of
Land Management by another 20 mil-
lion.

My colleagues might wonder: Wow,
250 million sounds like a lot. It would
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sound like a lot, but if my friends knew
that our forests are growing ten times
the amount of board feet versus what is
being taken out each year, they would
know we are going to fall farther and
farther behind unless we get more ag-
gressive on forest management policy.

Therefore, we will get many more
million-acre wildfires and smoke
plumes coming all the way to the East
Coast, as came for my district in what
was known as the Dixie fire just a few
years ago.

We will get more and more dead trees
coming out of the forest. We will get
more logs heading to our local mills.
Why is the U.S. the number one im-
porter of wood products when we are
burning it in our own Western States?
There will be less fields sitting there,
waiting to burn if we take this stuff
out of the forest.

It is very important in northern Cali-
fornia, and in the Western States it is
very important. We have lived through
these devastating wildfires time and
time again, and we are getting really
tired of it.

Better forest management isn’t an
option. It is a necessity. This is the
people’s lands and the people’s asset. If
the Federal Government isn’t going to
take care of it, we need to find more
partners to do it otherwise.

This requires long-term contracts,
giving the industry more continuity.
They will know that if they invest tens
of millions of dollars building a mill,
they will be able to pay for that mill
over the years by having a continuous
flow of timber to them.

It is important for our small towns
and for the jobs that used to be in them
and for the businesses that are now
boarded up because of the issues of
crime and domestic abuse when people
don’t have work. They need that work.
They need those jobs. We need that for
our economy. Make it in the USA.

————

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF
CAMP MYSTIC

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Mr. ROY of Texas
was recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the majority leader.)

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, earlier today
here on the House floor, I rose to lead
the Texas delegation, my friends, and
this entire body in a moment of silence
for all of those who have been affected
by the floods in Texas, particularly
those that were affected in the district
in which I am proud to represent in
central Texas.

It has always been an honor, as I
often say out on the campaign trail, to
represent the best part of the best
State in the best country in the history
of the world. That particular part of
the State is, as one of my staffers de-
scribe it, Heaven on Earth. At least
that is how many of us have viewed it
historically.

For now a century, it is the reason
why there have been multiple camps
for children along this beautiful part of
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the Texas Hill Country, the centerpiece
of which is the Guadalupe River.

Those people who live along it cher-
ish it. Those people who go there for
camp cherish it. We have been experi-
encing the tragedy and the loss of life
that now so many across the country
have associated with it.

I will turn time over to my col-
leagues because I have certainly been
able to express a lot of my views about
this. I want to say just a couple of
things in kicking this off.

I view things through the lens of the
stories of heroism, the stories of cour-
age, the lives that were saved, the peo-
ple that were airlifted, the Coast Guard
that responded, the sheriffs and the
local law enforcement that showed up,
the first responders that helped, the
State that was on the scene, the camp
counselors who showed up, the camp
directors who gave their lives, all of
the people who showed up and the spir-
it and the strong faith of a community
bonded together by faith that now en-
dures.

That, to me, is the enduring legacy. I
tend to look through that lens. From
those of us who understand Texas best,
I don’t think we should miss this mo-
ment for the people of this Nation to
understand how horrific this truly was.

When I went on the scene—and sev-
eral of us were there quickly for a vari-
ety of reasons, which we will all hear
about in a minute. When I went on the
scene on the night of July 4 and then
again on the 5th and the 6th, and then
driving out to go look at the damage
and meet with my constituents and
meet with people affected, it looked
like an F5 tornado had just rolled down
the river.

Mr. Speaker, 100-year-old trees were
leveled and flattened. Houses were to-
tally destroyed and lifted off the foun-
dation. There was debris. Pickup
trucks were fully buried with a little
part of them sticking out of the
ground.

Of course, as we have been talking
about, there is the extraordinary loss
of life. We are now at well over 100 indi-
viduals who are now deceased that are
officially known in Kerr County, but
many more are expected. There are
well over 100 individuals who are miss-
ing.

Of course, now somewhat of note for
the entire country are these wonderful
little girls associated with Camp Mys-
tic. My children are 15 and 14. They are
a rising sophomore and freshman.
Many of their schoolmates and many of
their friends go to Camp Mystic or go
to Camp La Junta or one of the other
wonderful camps up and down this area
and this part of Texas.

It is hard to put into words how
much this is a part of the fabric of our
community in central Texas but really
particularly the entire State of Texas
and even nationwide.

Many of our colleagues were im-
pacted by this. We have colleagues
from Georgia and other colleagues
across the entire Nation. I had col-
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leagues from Alabama reach out be-
cause they had constituents who were
lost. It is a wonderful vacation spot
that was obviously turned on its head.

The extraordinary impact is going to
be felt for a long time, and we are
going to have to rebuild. We will have
to take the time and the energy nec-
essary to do it. It is, as I believe, the
spirit of the entire community that
will endure.

As 1 said earlier—and I will talk
about more of this later—it is for me
the enduring image of those little girls
leaving the camp, singing hymns, while
they surveyed the damage.

It is the people who showed up with
crosses and the people who showed up
in prayer groups. It is the people who
showed up from churches.

They are the Samaritans and first
volunteers who showed up within days
to clean out mud and the people who
have rallied around this community.

They are the people across this coun-
try who have done so through faith and
belief and the power of what these lit-
tle girls represent and the charm
bracelets that they wear. These brace-
lets were made by the local jewelry
store, James Avery, which is a part of
the rich history and tradition.

I could go on, but my colleague from
West Texas has personal experience
with this because his family has been
associated with these camps for gen-
erations. I am going to let my friend,
Mr. PFLUGER, fill in a little bit of the
personal nature of this. I look forward
to hearing from the remainder of my
colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say that he
has done a great job of representing in
a very tough time. It is easy to lead
when times are good. When times are
tough, we see character. Mr. ROY has
done a very nice job, an extraordinary
job, in leading in a very challenging
situation.

It is with a heavy heart that I rise
today to honor all of the lives that
were lost during this devastating and
tragic series of floods that swept
through central and west Texas last
week and to recognize the bravery and
the selflessness of the heroes who
stepped up when they were needed
most. I will start by honoring the
memory of the 11 lives that were lost
from my district.

They were: Officer Bailey Martin,
Bobby Martin, Amanda Martin; and
Jayda Floyd from Odessa. Lost from
Midland were Michelle and Cody
Crossland; and Joel, Kyndall, and
Tasha Ramos; Tanya Burwick from
Blackwell, who worked in San Angelo
for many years; and Steve Edwards
from San Angelo.
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These lives were lost far too soon,
selfless individuals, leaders, officers in
the police force, and people whom we
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will miss dearly. We will continue to
pray for the many more whose lives
have been lost and for those families
that are still searching for them, hop-
ing and praying for a miracle.

I sent my young girls to Camp Mys-
tic for a couple of reasons. Number one
is because, for young women, this was
a place where they didn’t have access
to the digital world. They had access to
relationships. They were taught about
faith. They were placed in cabins with
other young girls where they learned
how to develop friendships. They
learned things like horseback riding,
archery, swimming, and camp craft.

My girls are fourth-generation camp-
ers at Camp Mystic. I learned about
this when I was a kid and went to
many closing ceremonies as a young
child, watching my sister and her
friends. Now, I have had the oppor-
tunity to watch my own girls for the
last 10 years attend this camp.

I want to say that my wife, Camille,
and I are eternally grateful that we are
reunited with my two daughters who
were present at the camp during this
tragedy. While we rejoice their safety,
and I will be forever grateful to God for
sparing their lives, we are mourning
and deeply grieving the many families
who are having to say good-bye to
their loved ones and to their daughters
up and down the river, campers who
were there for the Fourth of July to
celebrate our Nation’s independence
and to celebrate being with families.

It is just unimaginable the grief. It is
unimaginable the heartbreak, espe-
cially those young kids and those
young girls specifically at Camp Mys-
tic.

I want to honor Dick Eastland, who
was the owner of Camp Mystic. He was
a man whom I have known my entire
life, a man who gave his life trying to
save campers at Camp Mystic.

The Eastland family for years has
poured their lives into young women,
building these young women and these
young ladies to be women of faith, to
be women of character, to be citizens of
this great Nation, and to raise families
in a way that we would see the char-
acter and the strength of their faith.

Dick Eastland and the entire East-
land family are like many other fami-
lies throughout this country who run
camps. Whether they are Boy Scout
camps, Girl Scout camps, YMCA
camps, summer camps, or church
camps, it doesn’t matter. These camps
are important to our Nation. In ways
that sometimes parents can’t always
do, these camps represent a place
where these kids can come to learn
how to be better citizens, better
friends, and better community mem-
bers. They are important.

Camp Mystic was important. The
image that I will never forget in my
mind as I walked the camp just 2 days
after this tragedy is where my young
daughter stood getting away from the
flood that was rising very rapidly, and
where she had her head bowed, praying
for safety. They were singing songs,
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knowing that there was a really tragic
event unfolding in front of them. They
were praying for their friends and for
their safety.

My middle daughter said that this
was a family. Everybody knew every-
body, and this family is deeply grieving
right now.

I hope that this serves as a wake-up
call for our Nation and that it serves as
a wake-up call for us to congratulate
and celebrate the countless heroes,
some of whom gave their lives. We will
never know their stories.

We celebrate the fact that we live in
a country where we can freely worship
and where we can stand firm on our
faith. Camp Mystic was a place like
other places throughout this country
that taught that to these young, inno-
cent souls. It taught them to lean on
their faith and taught them to lean on
their friends, their relationships, and
their families. It taught them the core
values of what this great country af-
fords.

I hope that this serves as a wake-up
call for all of us to get back to that
foundation, that we can take a lesson
from this tragedy and build on it in a
way that we do good and honor the
memory of almost 130 people now, and
rising, those that tragically lost their
lives.

We won’t ever forget. This green rib-
bon serves as a reminder here today.

Again, I thank my friend here, CHIP
ROY, for representing during this hard
time and for calling this hour to recog-
nize that memory.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from west Texas. I appreciate his
sharing with the country and with all
of us and our colleagues the testimony
of his little girls and his family and
their connection to Camp Mystic. He
has been an extraordinary representa-
tive of Camp Mystic and those camps
and has shown great leadership himself
as we are all looking forward to finding
ways to make sure that these camps
rebuild.

Mr. Speaker, before I recognize the
next speaker from Texas, Coach ROGER
WILLIAMS, I want to note that our col-
league, BUDDY CARTER, is in Dallas as
we speak at the funeral of a little girl
in his family. BUDDY CARTER represents
Georgia down there in Savannah. His
grandniece is being buried in Dallas-
Fort Worth, and he is there with his
family now. To show how far-reaching
this was and how many people it
touched, BUDDY’s granddaughter was
also at Camp Mystic but survived. This
is touching almost everybody in this
Chamber in one way or another.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS), who is my
esteemed coach and friend.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank CHIP for his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the Texas flooding victims.

On July Fourth, what should have
been a day of celebration turned into a
day of tragedy as catastrophic flooding
struck central Texas, devastating our
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communities and claiming far too
many innocent lives.

My prayers remain with the victims,
their families, and those affected by
this heartbreaking disaster. As emer-
gency crews continue recovery oper-
ations, I remain committed to sup-
porting our fellow Texans in any way 1
can.

In the face of immense devastation,
we have also witnessed our neighbors
stepping up to help one another, show-
ing the Nation the true spirit of Texas
and what it means to be a part of a
great community.

I extend my deepest gratitude to
President Trump, the brave first re-
sponders, State and local officials, and
the countless volunteers who are work-
ing tirelessly to bring relief and hope
as we navigate this unimaginable loss,
and I again say thank you to Chip for
his leadership.

While there is a long road ahead, I
know Texans will continue to be on the
lookout for one another and recover to-
gether.

On a personal note, my 4-year-old
granddaughter called today and wanted
to know if it was okay if she prayed for
the little girls and could she make
bracelets for the victims’ parents. All
she had was a rope with a string to do
it with.

Texas is a big State, but Texas is a
small State.

In God We Trust.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CRENSHAW), my friend
from Houston and my congressional
classmate.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, what
happened in Kerr County was not a
typical flood. We know floods in Hous-
ton. We know worst-case scenarios, and
this is one of them.

More than 6 inches of rain fell in just
a few hours. In some areas, the Guada-
lupe River surged over 30 feet in just 45
minutes, and we lost dozens of lives, in-
cluding 27 at Camp Mystic. Children
and counselors were caught while they
were sleeping.

Entire communities were hit before
sunrise with not enough time to react,
but in the face of devastation, Texans
rose up. Local responders acted imme-
diately, some without any sleep and
without any backup.

In one case, Petty Officer Scott
Ruskan saved 165 people.
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Dick Eastland, owner of Camp Mys-
tic, gave his life saving his campers. He
was found shielding them. Emma Foltz
bravely led her bunkmates to safety.
Julian Ryan sacrificed himself for his
fiancee and children.

There are so many more stories of
heroism. These are just a few, but it is
good to know that there are still he-
roes in America. You never know if you
are going to be one until the time
comes. These are unmistakably Texan
stories of courage and sacrifice.
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I am proud of the Trump administra-
tion declaring a disaster within 48
hours, making sure that FEMA and the
Coast Guard mobilized quickly and
help was on the ground fast.

This is a rare and devastating event,
but it will stay with us. We will mourn,
but we will never forget.

We pray that we can prove worthy of
those we have lost and prove worthy in
our own lives of those heroes and those
survivors.

I can’t help but think of what I saw
just a few days ago. Thousands of peo-
ple lined the streets in my district in
Kingwood as they brought back the
Wilson family. Shiloh Wilson, a 12-
year-old boy, was out there for a rodeo
competition. He and his parents were
all lost. Now they can rest together be-
cause of the volunteers and the first re-
sponders that got them back home.
What an amazing sight to see, thou-
sands of people back home lining the
streets awaiting their arrival.

These people will never be forgotten.
I am proud to stand here with my col-
leagues today to make sure that
doesn’t happen.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from Houston and appreciate his
sober remarks in recognition of so
many heroic actions.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SELF).

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr.
Roy and Mr. PFLUGER for those per-
sonal memories. I thank MORGAN
LUTTRELL, our Texas colleague, who
has been in the river recovering bodies.

When I look at the Texas flag, I see
more than a symbol. I see a legacy: a
legacy of grit, resilience, and people
who never fail to rally when faced with
adversity.

The devastating floods that swept
through Mr. ROY’s district brought un-
imaginable loss. Homes were destroyed.
Families were torn apart. Entire com-
munities were forever changed.

In the midst of destruction, Texans
are still standing tall. We remain
strong, as we always have, even in the
face of overwhelming hardship.

My wife, Tracy, my team, and I con-
tinue to pray for the victims and the
families affected by this tragedy.

As Christians, we are called to be
there for one another. Ecclesiastes 4:9-
10 reminds us: ‘“Two are better than
one, because they have a good return
for their labor: If either of them falls
down, one can help the other up.”

In the wake of this disaster, our
Texas communities embodied those
verses. Neighbors helped neighbors,
strangers became friends, legislators
became volunteers, local businesses do-
nated millions to support recovery, and
ordinary Texans became extraordinary
heroes.

More than 12,000 volunteers have
flocked to Kerr County to help with
search and recovery efforts. Together,
we lift one another up.

Texans have always exhibited an un-
deniable gift and a deep-rooted spirit of
resilience. In the face of tragedy, we do
not break. We build. We rally. We rise.
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As we begin the painful process of
moving forward, let us never forget the
lives that were lost, their families,
their stories, and their names.

I pray that when their sorrows begin
to ebb, that cherished memories will
begin to offer comfort, that all of us
will remain mindful of the fragility of
life and the strength found in the unity
forged by the bonds of grief.

May the peace that passes all under-
standing be felt by those whose hearts
are broken, and may all Texans find
hope in the unwavering spirit that
binds us together.

Finally, let us remember that the
Lone Star State is not only defined by
its wide open spaces and rugged land
but by its people and by the guiding
spirit and will of our creator.

We will rebuild, we will recover, and
we will remain Texas tough.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend and appreciate his kind remarks.

I am going to ask Judge CARTER from
my neighboring district just north of
Austin to come deliver a few remarks.
His district has also been directly im-
pacted by flooding, and I am sure he
will have something to say about that.

Right before he begins, I do want to
reiterate something that I believe Mr.
SELF referred to and maybe Mr. CREN-
SHAW. That is our colleagues who have
stepped up, guys like our friend MOR-
GAN LUTTRELL, who has not been in
front of cameras. He has not been doing
anything other than his training to do
diving and looking for bodies in the
river. MORGAN is doing the hard work
and joining in and stepping up. I be-
lieve his brother is with him and other
great patriots who have joined that ef-
fort. There have been people from all
over the country who have joined that
effort.

Our friend, Mr. CLAY HIGGINS from
Louisiana, came over. He engaged as a
former sheriff who has training that
was on point. We have had a lot of
folks from our community step up to
try to help, and I am deeply grateful.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I agree with everything my friend said.
Mr. LUTTRELL is an amazing guy.

I rise today with a heavy heart on be-
half of the people of Texas, the 31st
District, and the Hill Country of Texas,
the most beautiful part of our State.

Over the last 12 days, Texans have
witnessed horrific tragedies, incredible
acts of bravery, and the unwavering
spirit of our State.

In my district, we lost eight souls
and one remains unaccounted for.
These people were friends, neighbors,
mothers, and fathers. My deepest con-
dolences go out to the families mourn-
ing these unimaginable losses.

This tragedy has made its mark on
every corner of our State, but espe-
cially Kerr County. More than 130 peo-
ple were lost—I understand it is lower
than that now—but still more than 100
lost their lives and over 160 people re-
main unaccounted for. My heart goes
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out to every family that will never be
the same.

It is hard to imagine dropping your
kid off at camp, feeling comfortable
about going home, and getting the
news of something like this disaster. I
have four children and seven grand-
children, and it is just unimaginable to
me.

In the face of this disaster, Texans
have shown the world exactly who we
are: strong, faithful, and steadfast in
our belief that we can take care of each
other.

We have seen first responders bravely
rescue hundreds of Texans, and we have
seen them bear the weight of recovery
efforts. We have seen volunteers band
together to support those who lost ev-
erything.

The road ahead will be long, but I
want Texans to hear that you are not
alone. We mourn together, we will re-
build together, and we will carry each
other forward because that is what we
do as the people of Texas.

May God bless each and every one of
you and comfort you in your loss.

For those heroes among us and for
this great State of Texas, blessings and
grateful thanks.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank Judge
CARTER for his leadership and for rep-
resenting his district so well and look-
ing out for those impacted by the
storms and the floods in his own area.
I deeply appreciate his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, next is a colleague of
mine who 1is deeply familiar with
storms and flooding because he rep-
resents the southeast part of the State
of Texas, although that is a different
kind of flooding typically.

I want to personally offer my thanks
and gratitude to my friend, BRIAN
BABIN. All of my colleagues have
stepped up and called and offered sup-
port and help. In particular, I would
say my friend, Mr. BABIN, and his team
have been there picking up phone calls
from our office, helping out, doing
whatever is needed, and offering guid-
ance. They have experienced this kind
of thing a little more often than we
have, but we are deeply grateful.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is an anguishing
thing to have to come up here and talk
about some of our friends and col-
leagues who have gone through this.
CHIP has done a wonderful job here
with this Fourth of July.

My family and I dropped off four
grandsons and a granddaughter back in
May at Camp Mystic and at Camp
Stewart for Boys. My history with this
area goes way back, 60 years or better.

I served as a counselor at Camp
Stewart under Uncle Bill James, who
sold that camp later on to the Ragsdale
family. Kathy Ragsdale and I have
been talking on the phone recently,
and what a loss she sustained. She lost
her daughter, Jane.



July 15, 2025

Mr. Speaker, spending a couple of
days out there in that beautiful coun-
try, probably the most beautiful in the
entire State of Texas, with the crystal-
clear, green Guadalupe River canopied
by 100-plus-foot Cyprus trees, some of
them 10 feet in diameter, it is just un-
believable beauty, tranquility, and
peacefulness. To think that, within a
span of less than 1 hour, that thing
came up 30-plus feet and became a rag-
ing, raging torrent—a demon, if you
will—wiping out wonderful, wonderful
families, children, and turning that
place into a devastating desert.

I thank the first responders, our
President, our Governor, CHIP ROY, and
a number of my colleagues for their
help. I am the chairman of the Science,
Space, and Technology Committee.
NASA itself offered aircraft and imag-
ing technology to come out and help in
the search and rescue efforts.

Quite frankly, it touched lives. My
district is literally probably 250 miles
away from this one, but I have to men-
tion names. My district lost Aiden
Heartfield, Joyce Badon, Ella Cahill,
the whole family of John and Julia
Burgess and their two little boys, Mary
Grace Baker from Beaumont, and
Reese Manchaca. So many others were
touched by this in a way that we will
never ever forget.

Yet, Texas is tough. As CHIP said, we
are no strangers in my district to dis-
asters. I have been in office now going
on my fifth term. I think we have prob-
ably had seven disaster declarations in
my district because of tornadoes,
floods, and hurricanes, as well.

We have a Texas spirit. It is unbreak-
able. Quite frankly, we are going to
rise above this. We want to let these
families that are out there know that
they are in our prayers. We are going
to do what it takes to make this place
whole again, keep these camps going,
and keep this wonderful tradition that
we have. The cultural, patriotic—you
name it—the Christian environment of
these camps are going to have to be
sustained, and they will.

Mr. Speaker, I just say before I close
how much we appreciate all of the peo-
ple who absolutely sacrificed. My own
son was out there the last 2 or 3 days
with his chain saw. He brought his 10-
year-old son out there. People were
coming and stepping forward. We heard
about the Luttrells; our colleague,
MORGAN LUTTRELL. They are out there
finding some of these victims.

This thing is turning out to be much
bigger than we had thought. At first,
we thought maybe there would be a
couple of dozen people lost here, but we
are looking at close to 300. By the time
it is all done, I am just not sure how
disastrous this thing is going to be.

Yet, Lord, we want to thank You for
Your blessings, Your love, Your mercy,
and we are going to rise above this be-
cause we are Texans. We pull together,
and we keep our faith in our Heavenly
Father.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for his steadfast leadership
and friendship.
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Thank you, brother. I appreciate you.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to invite an-
other friend of mine, no stranger to
floods, from the southeast part of the
State, my friend, RANDY WEBER.

As the gentleman is coming up to the
microphone, I point out the extent to
which this delegation, I know, is grate-
ful for the leadership of our Governor,
Governor Abbott; the head of the Texas
Department of Emergency Manage-
ment, Nim Kidd; the countless individ-
uals and public servants affiliated with
the Department of Public Safety and
its head, Freeman Martin; the folks
who are associated with the Sheriff’s
Department in XKerr County and
throughout the region, the other areas
affected by floods. I can’t name every-
body.

The city manager in Kerrville has
done a fantastic job. We have just had
so much fantastic leadership of people
in the State of Texas stepping up and,
as BRIAN said, so many volunteers from
across the State. We continue to. We
want to be very clear. All of this is cur-
rent and present. The search continues.
It continues today. They are engaged
right now, and we are deeply appre-
ciative for it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER), my good
friend.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, our hearts are breaking
across the Lone Star State, especially
for our dear friend and colleague, Con-
gressman CHIP ROY, and his beautiful
district as they recover from unimagi-
nable devastation caused by those
Fourth of July floods.

In the dead of night, the Guadalupe
River surged more than 20 feet in just
45 minutes. Think about that—20 feet.
Families were forced to fight for their
lives. Homes were overtaken. Children
at summer camps ran for safety. It was
the worst-case scenario and one that
was unfolding in total darkness.

Mr. Speaker, down on the Gulf Coast,
we are no strangers to disasters, as
CHIP mentioned. We know hurricanes.
We have weathered our fair share of
storms, but this—this was something
else. It was sudden, swift, and heart-
breaking. This was the very center of
Texas, the very part of the heart of the
center of Texas, and Texans across the
Nation felt it.

Many knew someone who was im-
pacted. We have all seen the images,
Mr. Speaker. We have heard the sto-
ries. The pain is real. The loss is deep.
Yet, through it all, our God is still
great. Even in the midst of destruction,
the light of faith and courage shone
through and still shines through.

Children gathered were heard singing
hymns. Neighbors rescued neighbors,
Mr. Speaker. Total strangers became
heroes.

Our first responders and our great
Coast Guard saved countless lives. Ev-
eryday Texans are stepping up, Mr.
Speaker, helping with cleanup and re-
covery, giving comfort where it was
needed the most.

H3309

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, we also mourn
the lives lost. From my district, five
precious souls along with the count-
less, as was said, maybe up to 300. Dis-
trict 14 lost five precious souls: Mary
Grace Baker, attending Camp Mystic,
whose young life was so tragically cut
short; Ella Cahill; Joyce Catherine
Badon; and Aiden Heartfield, all from
Beaumont, my district, celebrating
Independence Day together; and Brad
Perry, a volunteer firefighter from
League City who, together with his
wife, was swept away in his RV by the
floodwaters.

His wife, Tina, was miraculously res-
cued after clinging to a tree for 5
hours.

These were the mothers, the fathers,
the daughters, the sons, and friends.
Their loss is felt deeply not just in our
hometowns and their hometowns but
across Texas and beyond.

We do thank Governor Abbott and
President Trump for coming and sup-
porting and making a way and making
sure that we had every resource that
we needed.

Mr. Speaker, it has been said here
that Texans are tough. We rally, we re-
build, and more than anything, we
pray. We pray for Congressman CHIP
RoOY’s district. We pray for every griev-
ing family. We pray for healing, for
strength, and for the peace that only
God Almighty can bring.

May we, Mr. Speaker, as leaders
never forget our duty to stand beside
them not just in words but in actions.
I will end, Mr. Speaker, by saying God
bless Texas, and may God bless the
families walking through this storm.
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Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend RANDY WEBER for his leadership
and his kind words.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to NATHANIEL
MORAN, who represents a good number
of my family in east Texas and is just
one of the great lights in our delega-
tion, a good man and friend with whom
I am very proud to serve.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart to honor and to remember
those whose lives were lost and who
were impacted by the catastrophic
floods that struck central Texas in the
early morning hours of July Fourth,
when children and families were
abruptly awakened by the terrifying
sounds of water rushing into their
campsites and homes, overtaking them
in a matter of minutes. It was an un-
thinkable tragedy. One that has
scarred, no doubt, the sorrowful soul of
so many in Texas and beyond.

As we have come to understand,
many of those who were lost were sim-
ply children enjoying their time at
summer camp, children not unlike my
two children, who went to summer
camp this year. It is a place meant for
joy and laughter and for friendship and
lasting memories, but instead brought
destruction.
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Mr. Speaker, 132 precious lives have
been lost to date, and with so many
more individuals still unaccounted for.
The physical and emotional destruc-
tion has been overwhelming. Lives
have been lost, homes and businesses
have been washed away, lifelong be-
longings destroyed, and an entire com-
munity, State, and Nation are left in
anguish and in shock.

Mr. Speaker, we are heartbroken for
the families who lost precious family
members. No words can fill the void
that these loved omnes left in their
homes and in their communities. We
pray for peace, for comfort, for healing,
and for understanding during the long
and hard road of grief ahead. We ac-
knowledge, though, that in our human-
ness we may never fully understand
why such tragedies happen, but in that
same moment, we acknowledge fully
that we serve a great God above who
does.

I will also take time to extend my
deepest gratitude to the courageous
first responders as well as our local and
State officials who acted swiftly and
selflessly in the face of this devasta-
tion to save so many other lives. Their
dedication and bravery saved countless
lives in the face of this devastation.
Equally inspiring were the countless
Good Samaritans, ordinary citizens
who became heroes, risking their own
lives to help both friends and strangers
in need.

Texans are remarkable. As has been
said today, in the midst of tragedy, we
will see and we do see and we have seen
the immense character of the people of
Texas, particularly the people of cen-
tral Texas.

In the days and weeks ahead, we
pledge to stand in prayer and in sorrow
and solidarity with the families who
have lost their loved ones and the peo-
ple of central Texas, particularly those
in Kerr County that have been so in-
tently affected by this devastating
flood.

Mr. Speaker, our prayer today is for
hope and for peace for all of those in
the difficult days ahead. I am privi-
leged to be able to stand here alongside
s0 many great men and women of char-
acter that serve our delegation in the
State of Texas.

I thank Mr. ROy for his leadership
during this time of devastation and
tragedy in his district and to say we
stand with those families. We ask for
God’s blessings and peace on each one
of them. May God bless them.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from east Texas for his remarks.

Mr. Speaker, while I wait for my
friend Mr. GILL to come up to the
microphone, I do want to note—be-
cause there has been so much unneces-
sary politicization of all this and finger
pointing. I will have more to say about
that in a minute, but I just will be very
clear that on Friday, July Fourth, I
called the President to tell him what
was happening in the district that I
represent, that I am proud to rep-
resent, the flooding and it was terrible,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

because we were going to have a bill
signing that day. The President could
not have been more gracious. He could
not have offered more in terms of his
willingness to act quickly. I called that
same day over to the Secretary’s office,
Secretary Noem, and she got back to
me within 15 minutes offering us any-
thing we needed. She had folks on the
ground. She moved quickly to get the
Army Corps of Engineers activated,
moved quickly to get fixed-wing air-
craft mobilized—this is all prior to a
disaster declaration—and then had the
boots on the ground ready to go when
the disaster declaration was ready.

There is a lot of stuff flying around,
so let’s be very clear. In a nonpolitical
statement, but just the reality of what
has happened, this administration was
on the ground in the district that I rep-
resent helping people. I think that
should be noted. I think that the
record should be clear. The people that
I represent are deeply grateful for it
and are deeply proud to acknowledge
it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to BRANDON
GILL, who represents the district in the
Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex area and
just a little North of that. I deeply ap-
preciate his service as a freshman
member of the delegation and his
strong words of encouragement
throughout this.

Mr. GILL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Texas Hill Country is well-known as
one of the most beautiful regions in the
State and it just witnessed one of the
most horrific disasters in our State’s
history.

I saw it last week myself when we
went down to Kerrville, and you could
see homes gone and roads shattered
and families broken. I met first re-
sponders who pulled neighbors from
waters that just destroyed lives.

I heard the stories like that of Jeff
Ramsey and his wife, Tanya, two con-
stituents from Texas-26. They were
Texans, and they were parents trapped
in their camper at Hill Country Camp-
ground as the flood swallowed every-
thing around them.

In those final moments, Jeff picked
up his phone and he said good-bye to
his kids. ‘“Hey, buddy, I love you so
much. I think this is it for us. Tell
Rache-y I love her.”

Mr. Speaker, what do you say to
that? What do you say to a son who
lost his father or to a daughter who
only has her father’s final words? What
we are going to say is that we will
never forget them. That we will honor
every life lost, including Jeff, Tanya,
and every other life taken by those un-
forgiving waters. We will honor and re-
member the young girls and staff at
Camp Mystic and the vacationing fami-
lies enjoying their Independence Day
weekend.

This flood stole lives and stories and
futures and Texans. Today, we mourn
them and we honor them and we will
remember them. We will carry their
names and their stories, but we also
thank the first responders who jumped
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into this mess in dangerous conditions
and who are still working to clean up
the flood.

I think, in particular, of our col-
league Congressman MORGAN
LUTTRELL, who is out working right
now, as well as Mr. Roy who has been
working around the clock for his dis-
trict over the past 2 weeks.

Mr. Speaker, God bless Kerrville, God
bless Texas, and God bless the U.S.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I deeply ap-
preciate and thank BRANDON for his
kind words and remarks, his presence
and that of the entire delegation.

There were a number of other of my
colleagues who wanted to be here this
evening, but they couldn’t make it be-
cause they had other obligations. We
don’t always get to control the timing
of the House floor. I thank those indi-
viduals for their support during this
whole time.
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I want to conclude with a few
thoughts. I gave way earlier to make
sure that all of my colleagues had a
chance to speak.

I want to give some flavor to what we
have experienced, particularly in
Kerrville and in the Hill Country and
that part of our great State, over the
last 10 days or so.

Remember that, on July Fourth in
Kerrville, there is an area in the center
of town, a park where thousands of
people go every year to listen to music,
to Texas country music, typically.
Robert Earl Keen is a local artist from
Kerrville who plays every year, typi-
cally.

My children, my family, my wife and
I, we have been going there every year
for the better part of a decade. You will
sit down there on the river and canoe
and tube up and down the river while
you are waiting for the concert. Then,
the concert is at night with fireworks
down there at the park.

It is often attended by the people
who are coming down to camp on the
Guadalupe, just a little west of
Kerrville, in the area that has now be-
come more known, for people across
the country, in Hunt, Texas, where
these kids’ camps are located.

There are about 18 or 20 camps right
there on the water and 40 camps or so
in that general area for kids in the
summer. Many of these camps have
been there for decades, some as long as
a century.

Camp Mystic is one of those that
would celebrate its 100th anniversary
next year. That is an all-girls camp, as
my colleagues have noted. My col-
league AUGUST PFLUGER’s daughters
were there last week. It is an all-girls
Christian camp.

Camp La Junta, right down the river,
is also a Christ-centered camp. That is
an all-boys camp. It had massive dam-
age, massive flooding. Fortunately,
they had no loss of life.

There are multiple camps. I can go
through it. I am going to leave some
out if I keep going up and down the
river.
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People ask why. People ask these
questions of me and say: Why are these
camps, all of these houses, all of these
campgrounds so close to the river?
Well, because the river is awesome. I
mean, why are there houses on the
beach? Because people like to be on the
beach.

This is not something that should be
that surprising, and it shouldn’t be
something that we shift away from. It
is a great blessing that the Lord has
given us this part of the country that
you can go to and experience and live
with these clear waters and the lime-
stone that is cut through there after
thousands of years. This whole area
was an area where the Comanches were
known to collect, in that part of the
country, and also take part and enjoy
those particularly beautiful waters and
springs.

It draws people from all over the
country, and that is why these camps
are there.

I noted earlier on the floor, when we
had the moment of silence, the extent
to which faith is the central part of ev-
erything we are experiencing. It is the
reason these camps, for the most part,
exist. It is the reason for the spirit
that we have seen coming out of
Kerrville, as so many people mourn and
S0 many people across the country are
taken by the stories of these little
girls.

Fredericksburg is also an awesome
town, just down the river from
Luckenbach, from the famous country
song.

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, as I men-
tioned, when you come into Kerrville
and are coming in on Highway 16, com-
ing down from Fredericksburg, you
come in on 16 into Kerrville. Up on the
hill as you enter, Mr. Speaker, there is
a giant cross, and there is a garden
there. It is filled with a bunch of the
important symbols of our Christian
faith, not just the cross, but other
things. It was all done by an artist
named Max Greiner, and he has done a
fantastic job laying it out. It gets hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors every
year.

This cross sits up on the hill over
Kerrville. I noticed, and I said this in
an interview this weekend, that there
were numerous crosses just showing up
throughout the town. There was an
interview one of the reporters was
doing on the river, and there were
three crosses sitting on the bank of the
river.

I was driving down the highway,
Highway 39, which goes from Kerrville
out west through Ingram and then
Hunt and out by where these camps
are. I went out to Camp La Junta after
the President came in. It was my, I
think, third or fourth journey over the
last 10 days.

I noticed the changes from the days I
first went over there, when the floods
had just occurred, all the damage, de-
bris, and cars, and just absolute devas-
tation that destroyed houses, the roofs.
The flood lines were 30 feet up in these
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tall cypress trees. You couldn’t even
believe it.

There were trees stuck in the tops of
trees. There was metal roofing that
was up in the tops of these trees. There
was a dumpster wrapped around a tree.

When I was down in Kerrville, the
stage from the Fourth of July setup
was wrapped around trees probably 500
yards down from where the stage had
been set. This is a massive, heavy stage
on a truck bed. That was where the
President got his briefing. Mr. Speaker,
if you saw the pictures, that is where
the President was located. That was a
stage, that rubble that was there.

There was a massive dumpster
wrapped around trees, a heavy metal
dumpster, just shredded like aluminum
foil. That was the force of this water.

Somebody told me that it was 1.6
million gallons of water per second
rushing through this corridor. That is
what we were dealing with.

Going back to the cross, Samaritan’s
Purse showed up on the ground imme-
diately. It is a great organization head-
ed by Franklin Graham out of North
Carolina. They show up to deal with
disasters all across the country and all
around the world. Here they are in my
own backyard, not something I had
necessarily anticipated.

This organization is there cleaning
out mud from the Lowe family’s house.
They are a fantastic family, and I had
known them. We went and visited. I
can’t say that I participated in the
clean-out. I intend to do that when we
get out of this session in August.

We were going around and looking at
the damage. They were explaining and
walking through it for the average
viewer out there asking how this could
happen. They looked down and saw the
flooding waters, but they were way
down. They woke up at 1 in the morn-
ing to some alerts. They kept listening
and watching the water come up. Then,
they realized they had to move.

By the time they realized they were
going to move, it moved from 15 feet
below the level up to the level of their
house in a matter of minutes. It just
came rushing in. They were able to get
out just before and get up to high
ground.

Another family friend of mine whose
kids were there—there were about 30 of
them. There were several families, par-
ents, and kids from my kids’ school.
They were all on a piece of property
with three houses. Same thing—they
woke up at 3-something in the morn-
ing. The river was way down a good 15
or 20 feet below the house. They were
watching the water rush and go: Well,
maybe we ought to think about mov-
ing.

They started moving people out of
the three houses on the piece of prop-
erty, these rental properties. They
were sitting there and cleaned out the
first house, got the kids ready. By the
time they did that over 15 or 20 min-
utes, thinking they had hours, the
water was already up to the house.

They moved to the second house, and
the water was up to their knees. The
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third house, the water was up to their
waist. They had to get up and ride the
storm out for 3 hours on top of another
house, 30 people, including kids.

They were fortunate to survive, and
they are okay. All seven of their cars
are down the river. The remaining of
their houses are down the river.

When I went to the Lowe’s house,
they were explaining it to me. They are
great people of faith. Next to their
house was a foundation, all that was
left of a home. There were several of
those in a row.

There was one man sitting out in a
chair by that foundation. That man, I
was told, was the father of a 20-year-
old boy who he had lost. He was trying
to find him, trying to find his body.

They had found three girls who had
been there in their vacation home. The
dad wasn’t there. He was back home in
Houston.

I walked over. I saw the man and of-
fered him my condolences and listened
to his story. This was maybe 4 days
after it happened. He walked me
through how, at 4 in the morning, the
son had called him and explained that
it was a bad spot. The water had al-
ready engulfed the house. It had come
up so quickly. He was walking through
it and trying to figure out how to get
out. The son was trying to get the
three girls out of the house.

He is talking to his dad and then
hands the phone off to one of the girls.
The son is trying to get the other girls
out of the house and get through the
water. About that time, a very large
cypress tree—huge; I saw the remnants
of it still there—came through, hit
them and the house, and took it out.

The one girl who was left on the
phone saw it and basically said to the
young man’s dad: ‘“Tell my parents I
love them.” That was the last thing
she said and the last thing he heard.

There are dozens of these stories.
People act like something should have
been done differently. Maybe it should
have. Maybe there can be better sys-
tems. We will go through all that, and
we will figure it out. That is what we
do as people. We don’t point fingers.

I will close with this, going back to
the cross, going back to the spirit of
the people of Kerrville and of the Hill
Country who showed up, the first re-
sponders who have shown up, the peo-
ple of the State, the Governor, the
Texas Department of Emergency Man-
agement, all the prayer warriors, all
the churches, and the now $30 million
to $40 million of contributions that
have poured in and millions more, all
the people showing up, bringing food—
every single food vendor called my
phone. Thousands of people said: What
can I do to help? MORGAN LUTTRELL
used his training, along with his broth-
er and others, to go into the water to
try to find people.

Important are the stories of these
camp directors and camp counselors
who did everything they could to save
lives. Dick Hastland lost his life trying
to save those little girls.
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I spent time with his daughter, Mary
Liz, over the last week. I met Mary Liz
in a church, Trinity Baptist Church, in
Kerrville on Saturday night, the day
after July Fourth, on July 5. I didn’t
know Mary Liz. Mary Liz asked me for
my number. I gave it to her. We started
talking, and I realized that she was
Dick’s daughter-in-law.
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Mary Liz was there in the church
with all of the families who still hadn’t
found their little girls. Mary Liz wasn’t
running away from it, as the director
of the camp, or one of the remaining
directors of the camp after Dick had
passed away. Mary Liz was there.

Mary Liz has been constantly on the
phone with all of these families, trying
to find everything they can. We have
now found every one of those little
girls except for one, and they are not
going to rest until they find her. They
are not going to rest until they find
the other 100 who are still missing.

This is the message that comes out of
this: The power of community, the
power of faith, the power of the cross
that brings people together, the endur-
ing legacy of the little girls singing the
hymns as they left Camp Mystic look-
ing at the damage.

The people who will now know the
power of Christ because of these little
girls’ stories, the stories of the charm
bracelets, the stories of the James
Avery jewelry store, the stories of a
century-long tradition where children
come together to learn the power of
the gospel, to spread the gospel, and to
learn that there is more to life than
these things. There is more to life than
the temporary things of life as opposed
to friendship and as opposed to being
one with what God gave us. That is
what these camps are about.

My staff, I learned, worked at Camp
Mystic. The young man who is sitting
down here next to me right now
worked as a cook in the back of Camp
Mystic 4 years ago. He told me that
Dick Eastland was like a grandfather
figure to him, that Dick Eastland
helped teach him how to fish, fly fish,
and the basics of life.

That is what every person affiliated
with these camps has told me, that is
what Dick Eastland and all these other
camp directors, like Jane Ragsdale,
did. I said earlier that Jane gave her
life to save several little girls before
she lost hers. I ran into her pastor just
randomly on the side of the river. He
walked me through her story. It is ex-
traordinary. You heard some of my col-
leagues talking about it.

The fact of the matter is that is what
is touching everybody about this be-
cause this spirit is unique, and it tran-
scends, and it will be the enduring
story of all of this.

These camps are going to be rebuilt.
They are going to reopen. I said on the
radio I would send my Kids there next
summer because that is what we should
do. These camps, these things, these
people, this community are more im-
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portant than fear. Because those of us
who have faith in the Lord Almighty
and have faith in the Lord’s son Jesus
Christ, we don’t fear earthly loss be-
cause the thing that transcends that is
our faith in our Lord and Savior and
the need to spread that message, and
for people to know that.

I am so deeply and profoundly grate-
ful for all of the outpouring of support
from this Chamber, from my Texas col-
leagues joining me here on the floor. I
am deeply appreciative for all the peo-
ple who have been risking their lives to
help others, to save others, to find
these bodies, to find closure for the
families.

We are going to continue to do that.
We are going to continue to heal. It is
just the beginning.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following
title, which was thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 517. An ACT to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the rules for
postponing certain deadlines by reason of
disaster.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 33 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, July 16, 2025, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

——

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1379. A letter from the Acting Presi-
dent and Chair, Board of Directors, Export-
Import Bank of the United States, transmit-
ting a statement with respect to a trans-
action involving exports to Angola, pursuant
to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch. 341,
Sec. 2 (as added by Public Law 102-266, Sec.
102); (106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

EC-1380. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a six
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Lebanon that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13441 of August 1,
2007, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-1381. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to Mali that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13882 of July 26,
2019, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.
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EC-1382. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to hostage-taking
and the wrongful detention of United States
nationals abroad that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 14078 of July 19, 2022, pursuant to
50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec.
401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c);
Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1383. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to significant
transnational criminal organizations that
was declared in Executive Order 13581 of July
24, 2011, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

EC-1384. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a report ti-
tled, ‘‘Resolution of the Cyprus Dispute’’; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-1385. A letter from the Chairman,
Council of the District of Columbia, trans-
mitting D.C. Act 26-93, ‘“‘Uniform College
Athlete Name, Image, or Likeness Tem-
porary Amendment Act of 2025, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-1386. A letter from the Senior Congres-
sional Liaison, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
2024 No FEAR Act Report, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174, Sec.
203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-435,
Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3241); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-1387. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting four notifications of a nomina-
tion, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law
105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-1388. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting two notifi-
cations of a nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-1389. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the FY 2024 No FEAR Act report, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174, Sec.
203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-435,
Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3241); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-1390. A letter from the Deputy Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law and Regu-
lation, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting a notification of a federal vacancy, a
nomination, a designation of acting officer,
and an action on nomination, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-1391. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s FY 2025 Payments in Lieu of
Taxes program report; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

EC-1392. A letter from the Acting Ombuds-
man for Energy Employees Occupational I11-
ness Compensation Program, Department of
Labor, transmitting the 2024 Annual Report
of the Ombudsman for the Energy Employees
Occupational Illness Compensation Program,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 7385s-15(e)(1); Public
Law 106-398, Sec. 1 (as amended by Public
Law 108-375, Sec. 3161); (118 Stat. 2185); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.
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EC-1393. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Organization,
Functions, and Procedures [Docket No.:
FTA-2025-0003] (RIN: 2132-AB52) received July
3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-1394. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Charter Service
[Docket No.: FTA-2024-0017] (RIN: 2132-AB38)
received July 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-1395. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — School Bus Oper-
ations [Docket No.: FTA-2025-0004] (RIN:
2132-ABb53) received July 3, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-1396. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Transportation
for Elderly and Handicapped Persons [Docket
No.: FTA-2025-0005] (RIN: 2132-AB54) received
July 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-1397. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Major Capital In-
vestment Projects [Docket No.: FTA-2025-
0006] (RIN: 2132-AB55) received July 3, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1398. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Federal Transit Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Transit Asset
Management [Docket No.: FTA-2025-0007]
(RIN: 2132-AB56) received July 3, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-1399. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Rationalize Calculation of Regu-
latory Filing and Compliance Deadlines
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0106; Amdt. No.:
190-23] (RIN: 2137-AF76) received July 1, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1400. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update-API Spec 6D
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0119; Amdt. Nos.:
192-140; 195-109] (RIN: 2137-AF87) received
July 1, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-1401. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards TUpdate-API RP 2026
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[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0122; Amdt. No.:
195-111] (RIN: 2137-AF90) received July 1, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1402. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update-API RP 1170 and
API RP 1171 [Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0120;
Amdt. No.: 192-141] (RIN: 2137-AF88) received
July 1, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-1403. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Integration of Innovative Remote
Sensing Technologies for Right-of-Way Pa-
trols on Gas and Hazardous Liquid Pipelines
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0118; Amdt. Nos.:
192-154, 195-116] (RIN: 2137-AF79) received
July 1, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-1404. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update PPI-TR 3 [Docket
No.: PHMSA-2025-0131; Amdt. No.: 192-152]
(RIN: 2137-AG00) received July 1, 2025, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-1405. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update-ASTM  F2945
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0134; Amdt. No.:
192-149] (RIN: 2137-AF97) received July 1, 2205,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1406. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update-ASTM  F2817
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0128; Amdt. No.:
192-148] (RIN: 2137-AG02) received July 1, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1407. A letter from the Honors Attor-
ney, Office of Chief, Counsel, Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s direct final rule — Pipeline
Safety: Standards Update-ASTM  F2600
[Docket No.: PHMSA-2025-0133; Amdt. No.:
192-145] (RIN: 2137-AF94) received July 1, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-1408. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a Report to
Congress on Semiannual Jackson-Vanik
Compliance for Certain Independent States,
pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 2432(d)(1)(B); Public
Law 93-618, Sec. 402(d)(1); (88 Stat. 2056); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

EC-1409. A letter from the Secretary, Rail-
road Retirement Board, transmitting a re-
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port on the actuarial status of the railroad
retirement system, including any rec-
ommendations for financing changes, pursu-
ant to 45 U.S.C. 231f-1; Public Law 98-76, Sec.
502 (as amended by Public Law 104-66, Sec.
2221(a)); (109 Stat. 733); jointly to the Com-
mittees on Ways and Means and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-1410. A letter from the Secretary, Rail-
road Retirement Board, transmitting the
2025 annual report on the financial status of
the railroad unemployment insurance sys-
tem, pursuant to 45 U.S.C. 369; Public Law
100-647, Sec. 7105; (102 Stat. 3772); jointly to
the Committees on Ways and Means and
Transportation and Infrastructure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. JACK: Committee on Rules. House
Resolution 580. Resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 4016) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026,
and for other purposes; providing for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 3633) to provide for
a system of regulation of the offer and sale
of digital commodities by the Securities and
Exchange Commission and the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 1919) to amend the Federal Reserve
Act to prohibit the Federal reserve banks
from offering certain products or services di-
rectly to an individual, to prohibit the use of
central bank digital currency for monetary
policy, and for other purposes; providing for
consideration of the bill (S. 15682) to provide
for the regulation of payment stablecoins,
and for other purposes; and waiving a re-
quirement of clause 6(a) of rule XIII with re-
spect to consideration of certain resolutions
reported from the Committee on Rules
(Rept. 119-199). (Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

Mr. JORDAN: Committee on the Judiciary.
H.R. 3486. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to increase penalties for
individuals who illegally enter and reenter
the United States after being removed, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 119-200). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 225. A bill to require
the Inspector General of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development to testify
before the Congress annually, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 119-201).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 2835. A bill to raise
the consolidated assets threshold under the
small bank holding company policy state-
ment, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 119-202). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 3645. A bill to amend
the Securities Act of 1933 to raise the offer-
ing amount threshold for when issuers using
the crowdfunding exemption are required to
file financial statements reviewed by a pub-
lic accountant who is independent of the
issuer, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 119-203). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 3672. A bill to amend
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the Securities Act of 1933 to expand the re-
search report exception to include reports
about any issuer that undertakes a proposed
offering of public securities, with an amend-
ment (Rept. 119-204). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 3709. A bill to amend
the Financial Institutions Reform, Recovery,
and Enforcement Act of 1989 to establish a
Financial Agent Mentor-Protégé Program
within the Department of the Treasury, and
for other purposes; with an amendment
(Rept. 119-205). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas: Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. H.R. 3716. A bill to amend
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act to require
reports on the use of the systemic risk au-
thority applicable to winding up a failed in-
sured depository institution, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 119-206).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. MCGARVEY, and Ms. JAYAPAL):

H.R. 4387. A bill to establish within the De-
partment of Health and Human Services a
Division on Community Safety, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce, Education and Work-
force, Transportation and Infrastructure,
and Financial Services, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MASSIE (for himself and Mr.
GOSAR):

H.R. 4388. A bill to repeal sections 319F-3
and 319F-4 of the Public Health Service Act,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BALDERSON (for himself, Mr.
SMUCKER, and Mr. MILLER of Ohio):

H.R. 4389. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for a credit
against tax, or refund of tax, for certain Fed-
eral insurance taxes for employees who are
members of religious faiths which oppose
participation in such insurance; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BERA (for himself, Mr.
MOYLAN, Mr. CASE, and Ms.
MCBRIDE):

H.R. 4390. A bill to require a review of the
United States diplomatic posture, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

By Mr. BERA (for
MOYLAN, and Mrs. KIM):

H.R. 4391. A bill to promote international
cooperation to secure critical mineral supply
chains; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. BROWN (for herself, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. SEWELL,
Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. FIELDS, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. TLAIB,
Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. ANSARI, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. DAVID ScOTT of Georgia, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms.
SALINAS, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Ms. MENG, Ms. WILSON of

himself, Mr.
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Florida, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. SIMON, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Mr. FIGURES, Ms. ADAMS, Mr.
KHANNA, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. GREEN
of Texas, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. RIVAS, Mr.
MANNION, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. TITUS,
and Mr. LATIMER):

H.R. 4392. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Health and Human Services to award
grants to increase early detection of and
intervention for uterine fibroids, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. LAWLER, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr.  VALADAO, Ms.

SCHOLTEN, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Ms. LEE of
Nevada, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania,
Mr. GRAY, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. EVANS of Colorado,
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. STUTZMAN, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. BACON, Ms. GILLEN,
Mrs. KiM, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, Mr. DIAZ-
BALART, and Mrs. TRAHAN):

H.R. 4393. A Dbill to secure the border and
reform the immigration laws; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committees on Homeland Security,
Ways and Means, Transportation and Infra-
structure, Education and Workforce, Over-
sight and Government Reform, and Armed
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CASTEN:

H.R. 4394. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to develop a public-private
partnership program to examine innovative
anti-money laundering solutions for decen-
tralized finance services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Ms. BROWN, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr.
DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. SEWELL,
Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
MCCLELLAN, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
FIELDS, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. TLAIB,
Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Mr. PETERS, Mr. FROST, Ms.
ANSARI, Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. CASTOR
of Florida, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms.
SALINAS, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Ms. MENG, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. SIMON, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Mr. TAKANO, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. FIGURES,
Ms. ADAMS, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. MEEKS,
Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. GREEN of Texas,
Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. RIVAS, and Mr.
MANNION):

H.R. 4395. A bill to provide for research and
education with respect to uterine fibroids,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Ms. BROWN, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
SEWELL, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. FIELDS,
Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms.
ANSARI, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SALINAS, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana,
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania, Ms. WASSERMAN
ScHULTZ, Mr. FIGURES, Ms. ADAMS,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. GREEN
of Texas, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. RIVAS, and
Mr. MANNION):

H.R. 4396. A Dbill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to study and re-

July 15, 2025

port on the relationship between hair
straighteners and uterine cancer, particu-
larly among women of color; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself,
Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. FINE, Mr.
Suo0zzI, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.

GOTTHEIMER, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr.
BOST, and Mr. BARR):

H.R. 4397. A bill to require the President to
designate the Muslim Brotherhood as a for-
eign terrorist organization, to direct the
Secretary of State to submit a report to Con-
gress regarding such designation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. EMMER (for himself, Mr.
RESCHENTHALER, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Mr. LATTA, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. SELF, Ms. TENNEY,
Mr. LALOTA, Mr. WOMACK, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. ALFORD, Mr.
ADERHOLT, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. TAY-
LOR, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. FULCHER, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. BACON, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. PATRONIS, Mr. MAC-
KENZIE, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. FINSTAD,
Mr. OWENS, Mr. CoSTA, Mr. CALVERT,
Mrs. KiM, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. MOULTON,
Mr. FrY, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. WIED, Mr.
WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. MOYLAN, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. ROSE,
Mr. STRONG, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. STEIL,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mrs.
FISCHBACH, Mr. TIFFANY, Ms. VAN
DUYNE, Mr. FLooD, Mr. MOORE of
West Virginia, and Mr. HAMADEH of
Arizona):

H.R. 4398. A bill to direct a physician or
nurse practitioner employed by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to certify the
death of a veteran not later than 48 hours
after such physician or nurse practitioner
learns of such death, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself and
Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 4399. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize state of good re-
pair grants to be used for public transpor-
tation resilience improvement, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself, Ms.
CRAIG, Mr. BosT, Mr. CosSTA, and Mr.
NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 4400. A bill to amend the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to reau-
thorize the Farm and Ranch Stress Assist-
ance Network, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. FIGURES (for himself and Mr.
EZELL):

H.R. 4401. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to reauthorize the bridge in-
vestment program, to remove certain consid-
erations under the bridge investment pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. FOSTER:

H.R. 4402. A bill to require the Securities
and Exchange Commission to promulgate
regulations relating to the disclosure of cer-
tain commercial data, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Financial Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.
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By Ms. GREENE of Georgia:

H.R. 4403. A bill to prohibit weather modi-
fication within the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. ISSA (for himself and Mr. DAVIS
of North Carolina):

H.R. 4404. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a tax for
waterpipe tobacco, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself and Mr.
MASSIE):

H.R. 4405. A bill to require the Attorney
General to release all documents and records
in possession of the Department of Justice
relating to Jeffrey Epstein, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
NEGUSE, Ms. OMAR, Ms. PINGREE, Ms.
SALINAS, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms.
TLAIB, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms.
ANSARI, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. NADLER,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. DEXTER, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 4406. A bill to amend title I of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act to
authorize the establishment of, and provide
support for, State-based universal health
care systems that provide comprehensive
health benefits to State residents, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services, Ways and Means,
Oversight and Government Reform, and Edu-
cation and Workforce, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mrs. KIM (for herself, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Mr. BACON, Ms. MCBRIDE, and
Mr. OBERNOLTE):

H.R. 4407. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to support and stabilize
the existing nursing workforce, establish
programs to increase the number of nurses,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. KING-HINDS:

H.R. 4408. A bill to study the effectiveness
of disaster response and recovery in non-
contiguous communities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI (for him-
self and Mrs. HARSHBARGER):

H.R. 4409. A bill to prohibit the common
ownership pharmacy benefit managers and
pharmacies that provide services under con-
tracts with Federal health plans for Federal
employees; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 4410. A bill to amend the Department
of State Authorization Act of 2023 to extend
the special hiring authority for passport
services; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MCDOWELL (for himself, Mrs.
LuNA, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. VAN ORDEN,
Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. ONDER, and Mr.
COLLINS):

H.R. 4411. A bill to amend title 3, United
States Code, to clarify that certain Presi-
dential functions may not be delegated or
carried out using any automated equipment;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself,
CISCOMANI, and Ms. SALINAS):

H.R. 4412. A bill to reauthorize the Joint
Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership

Mr.
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program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, and in addition to the
Committee on Natural Resources, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. PAPPAS (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Ms. TITUS, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS,
and Mr. KEAN):

H.R. 4413. A bill to provide for nonapplica-
bility of a policy of denial for exports, re-ex-
ports, or transfers of defense articles and de-
fense services destined for or originating in
the Republic of Cyprus; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and
Mr. MOOLENAAR):

H.R. 4414. A bill to include commercial
weather services as a priority area for fund-
ing under the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative of the Department of Agriculture,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture.

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER (for him-
self, Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr. JOYCE of
Pennsylvania):

H.R. 4415. A bill to require the Secretary of
Energy to relocate the Office of Fossil En-
ergy and Carbon Management to Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Ms. ROSS (for herself and Mr.
WEBER of Texas):

H.R. 4416. A bill to establish in the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion a program to improve precipitation
forecasts, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

By Mr. RUIZ (for himself, Mr. EVANS of
Colorado, and Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ):

H.R. 4417. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Administrator of the Health Resources
and Services Administration, to award
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements
for supporting new mobile cancer screening
units to expand patient access to essential
screening services in rural and underserved
communities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself,
Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. DAVIS
of Illinois, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. FIELDS, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TLAIB,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. PELOSI, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. JACK-
SON of Illinois, Ms. STANSBURY, Ms.
SALINAS, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. WILLIAMS
of Georgia, Mrs. MCBATH, Ms.
ANSARI, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
FRrROST, Mr. CARSON, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Mr. LATIMER, Ms. CLARK of

Massachusetts, Ms. PINGREE, Mr.
GARCIA of California, Ms.
GOODLANDER, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr.
THANEDAR, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms.

BoNaMICI, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms.
UNDERWOOD, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Mr. POCAN, Mrs. MCCLAIN
DELANEY, Mr. LIEU, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. NORCROSS,
Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. MCDONALD
RIVET, Ms. ELFRETH, Ms. DELBENE,
Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr.
MCGARVEY, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
KEATING, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. CHU, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
SIMON, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
SMITH of Washington, Ms. STEVENS,
Mr. LANDSMAN, Ms. RoOss, Ms.
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DELAURO, Mr. NADLER, Mr. EVANS of

Pennsylvania, Mr. SUBRAMANYAM,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms.
TITUS, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms.

BUDZINSKI, Mr. MAGAZINER, Ms. SE-
WELL, Ms. BROWN, Mr. CASTEN, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. BEYER,
Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, and Mr. AMO):

H.R. 4418. A bill to increase the quality and
supply of child care and lower child care
costs for families; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Workforce.

By Mr. STANTON (for himself and Mr.
MAST):

H.R. 4419. A bill to prohibit a State from
issuing a motor vehicle operator’s license for
the operation or use of an ADS-equipped ve-
hicle operating at Level 4 or Level 5 in a
manner that discriminates on the basis of
disability; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. STRICKLAND (for herself, Mr.
LAWLER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. ADAMS, Mr.
THANEDAR, Ms. TITUS, Ms. MATSUI,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. STAN-
TON, Ms. ANSARI, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. RuUIlz, Mr.
KENNEDY of New York, and Mr. HARD-
ER of California):

H.R. 4420. A bill to reauthorize and amend
the Healthy Streets program to enhance the
resilience, accessibility, and safety of the
Nation’s transportation corridors by sup-
porting strategic investments in tree can-
opy, shade infrastructure, and other nature-
based cooling strategies along pedestrian, bi-
cycle, and transit routes; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 4421. A bill to codify Executive order
14208 relating to ending procurement and
forced use of paper straws; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. THANEDAR (for himself, Mr.
CARSON, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, and
Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 4422. A bill to require the adoption
and enforcement of regulations to prohibit
the intentional feeding of bears on Federal
public lands in order to end the hunting
practice known as ‘‘bear baiting‘‘ and reduce
the number of dangerous interactions be-
tween people and bears; to the Committee on
Natural Resources, and in addition to the
Committee on Agriculture, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self and Mrs. KiM):

H.R. 4423. A bill to continue the pause on
disbursements and new financing commit-
ments to the Government of Burma; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. MASSIE (for himself and Mr.
KHANNA):

H. Res. 581. A resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 185) to advance re-
sponsible policies; to the Committee on
Rules.

By Ms. ANSARI:

H. Res. 582. A resolution establishing an
advisory working group to make rec-
ommendations with respect to relief por-
traits in the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration.

By Ms. DE LA CRUZ (for herself, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. FLOOD, Mr.
TONY GONZALES of Texas, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
GUEST, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. VAN
DREW, Ms. STEFANIK, Mrs. HOUCHIN,
Mr. NEHLS, Mr. FALLON, Mrs. LUNA,
Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. SIMPSON,
Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Mrs. BICE, Mrs. HARSHBARGER,
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Mr. GOODEN, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. SELF, Mr. GILL of Texas,
Ms. MALOY, Ms. GREENE of Georgia,
Mr. MCGUIRE, Mr. HAMADEH of Ari-
zona, Mr. BABIN, Mr. CRENSHAW, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. EVANS of
Colorado, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. RULLI, Mr.

CARTER of Texas, Mr. HUNT, Mr.
BACON, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mrs.
KicgaANs of Virginia, and Mr.
FINSTAD):

H. Res. 583. A resolution denouncing the
attack on a U.S. Border Patrol facility in
McAllen, Texas, on July 7, 2025; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

By Ms. PINGREE (for herself and Mr.
TURNER of Ohio):

H. Res. 584. A resolution affirming the sup-
port of the United States for Montenegro’s
accession to the European Union; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
gnmted to Congress in the Constitution
to enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution.

By Ms. NORTON:
H.R. 4300.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 17 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution
By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania:
H.R. 4387.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Art. I, Sec 8
By Mr. MASSIE:
H.R. 4388.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1. Section 8.
By Mr. BALDERSON:
H.R. 4389.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mr. BERA:
H.R. 4390.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.
By Mr. BERA:
H.R. 4391.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.
By Ms. BROWN:
H.R. 4392.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I Section VIIT
By Ms. SALAZAR:
H.R. 4393.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Mr. CASTEN:
H.R. 439%4.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution
By Ms. CLARKE of New York:
H.R. 4395.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Title I Section 8
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By Ms. CLARKE of New York:
H.R. 4396.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Title I Section 8
By Mr. DIAZ-BALART:
H.R. 4397.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion
By Mr. EMMER:
H.R. 4398.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion
By Mr. ESPAILLAT:
H.R. 4399.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
clause 3 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution
By Mr. FEENSTRA:
H.R. 4400.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Mr. FIGURES:
H.R. 4401.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1 Section 8
By Mr. FOSTER:
H.R. 4402.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I. Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution.
By Ms. GREENE of Georgia:
H.R. 4403.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, United States Con-
stitution
By Mr. ISSA:
H.R. 4404.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution.
By Mr. KHANNA:
H.R. 4405.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Mr. KHANNA:
H.R. 4406.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Mrs. KIM:
H.R. 4407.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion
By Ms. KING-HINDS:
H.R. 4408.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution
By Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI:
H.R. 4409.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8
By Mr. LAWLER:
H.R. 4410.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution
By Mr. MCDOWELL:
H.R. 4411.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, clause 18
By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 4412.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. PAPPAS:

H.R. 4413.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution states that ‘‘Congress
shall have the authority to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by the Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 4414.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER:

H.R. 4415.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Ms. ROSS:

H.R. 4416.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 4417.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:

H.R. 4418.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. STANTON:

H.R. 4419.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Ms. STRICKLAND:

H.R. 4420.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 3, Section 8

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 4421.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Mr. THANEDAR:

H.R. 4422.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia:

H.R. 4423.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 210: Mr. TONKO.

. 309: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

. 485: . OMAR.

. 503: . BosT.

. 612: . THOMPSON of California.
. 621: . VINDMAN.
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H.R. 650: Mr. HARRIGAN.

H.R. 722: Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 785: Mr. VINDMAN.

H.R. 842: Mr. CRAWFORD.

H.R. 909: Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. PALLONE,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, and Mr.
MULLIN.

H.R. 940: Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia and
Mr. FIELDS.

H.R. 979: Mr.
BURLISON.

H.R. 1007: Mr.

H.R. 1063: Mr.

H.R. 1065: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 1083: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 1094: Mr. BARRETT, Mr. MCGOVERN,
and Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 1138: Mr. FIELDS.

H.R. 1171: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 1175: Mr. GROTHMAN.

H.R. 1207: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.

H.R. 1229: Mr. FLEISCHMANN and Mr. BOST.

H.R. 1262: Mr. VASQUEZ, Mr. FLOOD, and Mr.
PFLUGER.

H.R. 1340: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.

H.R. 1360: Mr. OWENS and Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1397: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia and Mr.
BosST.

H.R. 1404: Mr. VARGAS, Mr. MCGARVEY, and
Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 1415: Mr. BALDERSON.

H.R. 1422: Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr. MURPHY, and
Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

. 1509: . TLAIB.

. 1517: . NorRTON and Mr. DOGGETT.
. 1564: . PAPPAS.

. 1581: . FITZPATRICK.

. 1666: . LARSON of Connecticut.

H.R. 1667: Mr. WHITESIDES.

H.R. 1712: Mr. PANETTA, Ms. BYNUM, and
Ms. BUDZINSKI.

H.R. 1761: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1938: Mrs. Kim.

H.R. 1949: Mr. BARRETT.

H.R. 2048: Mr. GARCIA of California.

H.R. 2081: Mr. RuUIiz, Ms. RoSss, and Mr.
MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 2092: Mr. CUELLAR.

H.R. 2095: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 2102: Ms. KAPTUR.

H.R. 2192: Mr. BUCHANAN.

H.R. 2213: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.

H.R. 2231: Mr. BISHOP.

H.R. 2253: Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 2309: Mr. CUELLAR
FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2320: Ms.

H.R. 2339: Mr.

H.R. 2396: Mr.

H.R. 2516: Mr.

H.R. 2572: Mr.

GARCIA of Illinois and Mr.

MURPHY.
BERGMAN.

and Mr.
NORTON and Mrs. DINGELL.
MOULTON.

TONKO.

FINE.

FITZGERALD.
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H.R. 2591: Mr. BEGICH, Ms. TOKUDA, and Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 2598: Mr. SUOZZI.

H.R. 2599: Mr. HARRIGAN.

H.R. 2605: Ms. GOODLANDER and Mr.
SCHMIDT.

H.R. 2653: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 2683: Mr. AMO.

H.R. 2687: Ms. MALOY.

H.R. 2805: Ms. MCDONALD RIVET.

H.R. 2853: Mr. IVEY, Mrs. TORRES of Cali-
fornia, Mr. QUIGLEY, and Ms. SEWELL.

H.R. 2854: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 2948: Mr. THANEDAR.

H.R. 3006: Mr. BOST.

H.R. 3045: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. PIN-
GREE, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. KHANNA, and Mr. COURT-
NEY.

H.R. 3105: Mr. OWENS and Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska.

H.R. 3111: Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 3114: Ms. MCBRIDE.

. 3164: Mr. OWENS.
. 3184: Mr. MENENDEZ and Ms. MCBRIDE.
. 3197: Mr. TiMMONS and Ms. DE LA

. 3207:
. 3210:
. 3295:
. 3309:
. 3335:
. 3400:
. 3469:
. 3470:
. 3474:
. 3614:
. 3543:
. 35652:
. 3573:
. 3607:
. 3649:
. 3682:
Lucas.

H.R. 3696:
KRISHNAMOORTHI,
LATIMER.

H.R. 3699: Mr. BARR and Ms. DE LLA CRUZ.

H.R. 3701: Mr. DOGGETT.

H.R. 3740: Mr. LEVIN and Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 3763: Mr. CASAR, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. STANSBURY, Mr.
POCAN, Mr. GARCIA of California, and Mr.
TORRES of New York.

. 3773: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas.
. 3806: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.
. 3829: Mrs. MCIVER.

. 3858: Mrs. RADEWAGEN.

. 3859: Ms. VAN DUYNE.

. 3876: Ms. FRIEDMAN.

. 3910: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.
. 3943: Mr. LATIMER.

. MCCORMICK.

. LATIMER.

. SoTo.

. FITZPATRICK.

. SIMON.

. VINDMAN.

. TITUS.

. MANNION.

. GIMENEZ.

. PFLUGER and Mr. SCHNEIDER.
. L1EU.

. CASE.

. PANETTA and Mr. CARSON.

. LYNCH.

. HUFFMAN.

. TORRES of New York and Mr.

BARRAGAN, Mr.
THANEDAR, and Mr.

Ms.
Mr.
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H.R. 3962: Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Mr. FIELDS, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
LATIMER, and Ms. MCBRIDE.

H.R. 3968: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

H.R. 3971: Mr. LIEU.

H.R. 4007: Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. HERNANDEZ,
MR. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr.
FIGURES, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas, and Ms. MCCOLLUM.

. 4025: Mr. HUFFMAN.

. 4062: Mr. QUIGLEY.

. 4070: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.

. 4091: Mr. PFLUGER.

. 4117: Mrs. SPARTZ.

. 4126: Mr. GILL of Texas.

. 4145: Mr. LIEU.

. 4154: . LETLOW.

. 4157: . GARCIA of Texas.

. 4176: . LARSON of Connecticut.
. 4182: . OMAR and Ms. BALINT.
. 4204: . HERN of Oklahoma.

H.R. 4215: Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 4227: Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. CASAR, Ms.
CROCKETT, Mr. KHANNA, and Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 4228: Ms. JAYAPAL.

. 4231: Mr. CONAWAY.

. 4235: Mr. RoOY.

. 4242: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.

. 4246: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

. 4251: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

. 4253: Mr. PANETTA and Ms. FRIEDMAN.
. 4255: Mr. EVANS of Colorado.

. 4281: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

. 4317: Mr. LANDSMAN.

H.R. 4325: Ms. NORTON, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
LIEU, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. NAD-
LER, and Mr. HUFFMAN.

H.R. 4332: Ms. OMAR and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4335: Mr. LALOTA and Mr. GOLDMAN of
Texas.

H.R. 4348: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4356: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 4363: Ms. VAN DUYNE.

H.R. 4375: Ms. TENNEY.

H.J. Res. 10: Mr. SCHMIDT.

H.J. Res. 28: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas.

H. Con. Res. 40: Mr. PETERS and Ms.
MCDONALD RIVET.

H. Con. Res. 43: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H. Res. 167: Mr. TAYLOR and Mr. GOLDMAN
of Texas.

H. Res. 317: Mr. BEYER.

H. Res. 459: Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H. Res. 561: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H. Res. 570: Mr. KEAN.

H. Res. 571: Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr.
LANGWORTHY, and Mr. MCGUIRE.

H. Res. 575: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr.
NEGUSE, and Mr. FONG.

H. Res. 577 Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms.

MCBRIDE, Mr. SOoTO, Mr. NEGUSE, and Mr.

BERA.
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