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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. KIM). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 19, 2025. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable YOUNG KIM 
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

SUPPORTING ONE BIG, BEAUTIFUL 
BILL 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania was rec-
ognized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, last week, House committees 
moved the last sections of President 
Trump’s one big, beautiful bill out of 
their respective committees. 

In the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, I was proud to support our leg-
islation to unleash American energy, 
foster innovation in our telecommuni-
cations industry, and strengthen Med-
icaid programs by ensuring that it 

works best for the intended groups: 
children, pregnant women, seniors, and 
those with disabilities. 

This legislation also fulfills Presi-
dent Trump’s campaign promises of 
ending taxes on tips, overtime, and So-
cial Security, and permanently extends 
President Trump’s 2017 tax cuts, which 
ushered in unprecedented growth. 

This one big, beautiful bill also fur-
ther backs President Trump’s incred-
ible progress securing our southern 
border by funding 700 miles of new bor-
der wall construction, nearly 1,000 
miles of new river barriers, and addi-
tional frontline personnel at our south-
ern border. 

President Trump’s historic victory in 
November came with a mandate from 
the American people. Now, it is our 
time in Congress to fulfill these prom-
ises, and I look forward to doing just 
that on the House floor this week by 
passing the one big, beautiful bill. 

INDICTING THE SINALOA CARTEL 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 

Speaker, just 1 month into President 
Trump’s term in office, he signed a his-
toric executive order to designate the 
Sinaloa Cartel as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization. 

This action allows for further col-
laboration among law enforcement 
agencies and additional resources from 
the Federal Government to track down 
and punish these criminals. 

President Trump also started a 
narcoterrorism unit within the Depart-
ment of Justice. Its sole focus is track-
ing down and capturing the cartel lead-
ers who have ravaged our Nation with 
their poisons. 

Just last week, the Trump adminis-
tration formally indicted the leaders of 
the Sinaloa Cartel on charges of narco-
terrorism, drug trafficking, and money 
laundering. 

While this might be the first action 
taken by the unit, it sends a clear mes-
sage to the cartel leaders who have 
waged war on the citizens of this great 

country by trafficking deadly poisons 
that have taken the lives of millions of 
Americans. 

This ends now, and I fully support 
President Trump’s actions to hold 
these terrorists to account. 

CONGRATULATING BEDFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
BATTLE ROBOTICS TEAMS 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Kowen Long, Bryce Wentz, Gavin 
Glass, Greg Covert, and Sean Cessna 
with the Bedford High School battle ro-
botics team on winning the national 
championship at the National Robotics 
League Tournament in Springfield, 
Ohio. 

Participants in the competition de-
sign, build, and then compete with 
their robotic creations. Through this 
experience, students learn how to work 
on a team while also gaining practical, 
hands-on experience in science and 
technology, engineering, and math. 

Two additional teams representing 
Bedford High School also had impres-
sive showings, finishing in the top 15 at 
the event. 

I commend the Bedford High School 
students on all three robotics teams 
and the teams’ advisers, Cody 
Buterbaugh and Wes Tritt, for their 
achievements that show their skills in 
mechanical and electrical engineering. 
Their teamwork and successful appli-
cation of critical thinking, project 
management, and communication 
skills showcase the value of hands-on 
technical education. 

THANKING NANCY BULL 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to honor the in-
credible career of almost two decades 
of my district director, Nancy Bull, 
who tirelessly advocates for the people 
of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional 
District. 

Nancy started her career with Rep-
resentative Bill Shuster in 2008 as a 
constituent services representative be-
fore becoming deputy district director 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2110 May 19, 2025 
in 2016. In 2019, I was honored when 
Nancy joined my team as director of 
constituent services before later be-
coming the district director in 2023. 

Nancy has truly elevated my ability 
to connect with and serve my constitu-
ents. During the time she has spent 
with Pennsylvania-13, she has devel-
oped strong relationships with my con-
stituents, meaning she has that wealth 
of understanding and knowledge that 
allows her to connect with so many in-
dividuals in southwestern and south 
central PA. 

As I travel throughout Pennsylvania- 
13, one thing remains a constant: Ev-
eryone knows and respects Nancy Bull. 
They do this because she cares and lis-
tens to the constituents. 

After her stellar career of serving fel-
low Pennsylvanians, Nancy is retiring 
at the end of this week to spend more 
time with her family and with her fi-
ance, Eric. I thank Nancy. I thank her 
for her years of hard work and dedica-
tion, and I thank her for helping so 
many constituents in Pennsylvania-13. 
We will miss her, but we will never be 
far away. 

f 

HONORING SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS 
(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM of Virginia was 

recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to recognize National 
Police Week, which was this past week. 
We celebrated it by supporting and 
honoring the brave law enforcement of-
ficers who serve our communities 
across the country and the great work 
that organizations do to support them. 

That includes Federal law enforce-
ment, like the U.S. Capitol Police, who 
keep the entire Capitol Hill complex 
safe, and law enforcement personnel in 
my community, including the Fauquier 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Fairfax 
County Police Department and Sher-
iff’s Office, the Loudoun County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Prince William County 
Police Department, the Rappahannock 
County Sheriff’s Office, the Manassas 
and Manassas Park Police Depart-
ments, and the Haymarket, Leesburg, 
Middleburg, Purcellville, and 
Warrenton Police Departments. In ad-
dition, there are the airport, Metro, 
university, and State law enforcement 
officers, who help protect our commu-
nity. 

It takes all of them to keep us safe. 
I thank all of those departments for all 
they do. 

This is also a time to honor law en-
forcement that we have lost, officers 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the line of duty. 

Earlier this year, the Commonwealth 
of Virginia mourned the loss of Officers 
Girvin and Reese. Their courage and 
sacrifice will never be forgotten. 

Every year, an average of 57 police 
officers are killed by suspects. Far too 
many—at least 184 public safety offi-
cers—die by suicide each year. 

As we honor and remember the serv-
icemembers we have lost, we must con-
tinue our commitment to support law 
enforcement officers and their families. 

This month, I visited the Boulder 
Crest Foundation’s headquarters in my 
district. They do critical work to sup-
port the post-traumatic growth of law 
enforcement officers, ensuring that 
those who protect us have access to 
help. I am proud to support Boulder 
Crest with a budget request to help 
them further develop their peer-led 
mental wellness training program tai-
lored to support law enforcement offi-
cers. 

As we recognize National Police 
Week, let’s honor the service and sac-
rifice of law enforcement officers. To-
gether, let’s continue the work of 
building a safer, stronger, and more 
prosperous community with them. 

CONGRATULATING WINNERS OF 2025 LEESBURG 
BUSINESS AWARDS 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Madam 
Speaker, I also rise to congratulate the 
winners of the 2025 Leesburg Business 
Awards. These businesses have gone 
above and beyond to serve and benefit 
our community. 

The winner of the Arts and Cultural 
Award was BENEFIT, a nonprofit of 
musicians and community leaders who 
donate the proceeds of their events to 
local charities. 

Pawsitivity Pet Services received the 
Community Ambassador Award for vol-
unteering their time and resources to 
cultivate a positive image of Leesburg. 

The George C. Marshall Award was 
given to the owners of Cowbell Kitchen 
for their dedication to community 
service and partnership with Love, KK 
to reduce food insecurity. The food 
there is great, as well. 

Wonder Childhood Discovery received 
both the New Business Award as well 
as the People’s Choice Award for pro-
moting early childhood development. 
My kids are big fans of them, as well. 

Finally, the Nonprofit Award went to 
the Community Foundation for 
Loudoun and Northern Fauquier Coun-
ties for their grants and partnerships 
that help improve the quality of life in 
our community. We were actually hon-
ored to visit them both this past year 
as well as the year before. 

I congratulate the Leesburg Business 
Award nominees and winners. I thank 
them for all they do for our commu-
nity. 

f 

HONORING NAVAL SUBMARINE 
BASE KINGS BAY FIRE AND 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia was recog-
nized to address the House for 5 min-
utes.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the out-
standing service of the Naval Sub-
marine Base Kings Bay Fire and Emer-
gency Services. 

This exceptional team was named the 
2024 Department of Defense Small Cat-
egory Fire Department of the Year. 

They heroically responded to a major 
housing fire, rescuing three people and 
preventing $3 million in property dam-
age. 

Their commitment to readiness is 
unmatched. They led 130 sub-fire 
events, 16 validation drills, and 32 com-
mand exchanges. In one lifesaving mis-
sion, they executed a submarine con-
fined-space rescue with an 18-inch gap 
extraction and a three-story high-angle 
lift. 

The department’s work doesn’t stop 
at the base. They are key partners in 
community outreach and regional 
emergency coordination, reinforcing 
safety throughout the district. 

These actions reflect their courage, 
precision, and deep dedication to our 
safety and national security. 

Georgia is proud to be home to a 
team that exemplifies what it means to 
serve—quietly, professionally, and al-
ways ready. 

CONGRATULATING VISIT SAVANNAH AND VISIT 
TYBEE ISLAND 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
Visit Savannah and Visit Tybee Island 
for receiving national recognition for 
their exceptional tourism marketing. 

Visit Savannah’s AI Chat Unit offers 
a first-of-its-kind interactive display 
that allows users to chat with Savan-
nah for real-time travel ideas. This in-
novation was crowned the Best Travel 
Interactive Application at the 2025 
Internet Advertising Competition 
Awards. This advertising platform 
achieved a 14 percent increase in en-
gagement and placed Savannah along-
side previous winners, such as Amazon 
and Marriott. 

Visit Tybee Island received a Bronze 
Adrian Award from Hospitality Sales 
and Marketing Association Inter-
national for its redesigned destination 
website. 

These Adrian Awards honor excep-
tional travel marketing across all plat-
forms, and I take pride in the innova-
tion that has established the Georgia 
coast as a vacation destination for ev-
eryone. 

Savannah and Tybee Island are role 
models for Georgia and other States 
across the Nation for their creativity 
and innovation in driving tourism. 

HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF JOHN HAZELTON 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Deputy 
Sheriff John Arthur Hazelton for being 
enshrined on the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial wall in 
Washington, D.C. 

Before becoming deputy sheriff, Mr. 
Hazelton served bravely in the United 
States Navy during World War II. After 
returning home, he began doing what 
he knew best, serving his local commu-
nity. Deputy Sheriff Hazelton dedi-
cated 6 honorable years to the Camden 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

Tragically, on March 5, 1964, Deputy 
Sheriff Hazelton passed away in a 
motor vehicle accident. 
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In 2021, while reviewing the Officer 

Down Memorial Page, Sergeant An-
drew Reed of the Camden County Sher-
iff’s Department discovered an over-
sight. Following his tragic death, Dep-
uty Sheriff Hazelton’s name failed to 
be added to the national memorial in 
Washington, D.C. 

Through 3 years of extensive govern-
ment documentation, Sergeant Reed’s 
efforts have finally put Deputy Sheriff 
Hazelton’s name alongside that of 
other officers who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in the line of duty. 

I thank Deputy Sheriff Hazelton for 
his heroic service to his country and 
community. 

b 1215 

SAVANNAH SENIORS 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I rise today to honor three re-
markable individuals recognized by 
Senior Citizen, Inc., of Savannah for 
their unwavering commitment to our 
community. 

Dr. Otis Johnson is a trailblazing 
leader, educator, and former mayor of 
Savannah. He has dedicated his life to 
civil rights and uplifting communities 
everywhere. 

Camille O’Neill, a devoted educator 
and pillar of the community, has nur-
tured countless students and built a 
legacy of love and service in Savannah. 

Finally, John White, Sr., is a World 
War II veteran who served in the Ma-
rines. Mr. White is a recipient of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor and one 
of the Original Nine, the first African- 
American police officers in Savannah. 
His courage, leadership, and service 
continue to inspire others. 

Their collective efforts exemplify the 
spirit of civic engagement and dem-
onstrate the profound impact one can 
have through service. Let us draw in-
spiration from their achievements and 
strive to follow their examples. 

f 

SUPPORTING RECONCILIATION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania was 
recognized to address the House for 5 
minutes.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of the reconciliation measure 
favorably reported by the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

This legislation is critical. It pre-
vents the largest tax increase in Amer-
ican history from hitting our families, 
farmers, and small businesses. It also 
provides essential funding for the 
Trump administration to continue its 
work to keep our Nation safe. 

This bill addresses two major respon-
sibilities: Restoring integrity to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, also known as SNAP, and 
making meaningful investments in 
American agriculture. 

SNAP is a vital safety net, but it 
must function as Congress intended, 
which is as a temporary bridge for 
those in need, not a permanent system 
of dependency. 

Since 2019, SNAP spending has 
jumped from $60 billion to $110 billion a 
year, while enrollment has grown from 
36 million to 42 million. Yet despite low 
unemployment and over 7 million job 
openings in our Nation, fewer than 
one–third of able-bodied adults re-
quired to work under SNAP are earn-
ing income. 

Work requirements, once a bipartisan 
standard, have been sidestepped by ex-
ecutive actions and State waivers. 
Nearly 40 percent of recipients subject 
to work rules now live under waivers. 
That is not how the program was de-
signed to function. 

States are mismanaging the program 
to the tune of nearly $13 billion annu-
ally in erroneous payments. That is up 
nearly 100 percent since 2019. Worse 
yet, most States are out of compliance 
with basic application timelines, forc-
ing vulnerable families to wait months 
for help. 

Our measures correct course. It 
aligns SNAP with other State-adminis-
tered benefit programs, requiring 
States to share in a minimal portion of 
program costs, encouraging better 
stewardship, fewer errors, and more 
timely service. Most importantly, it 
reinstates work as a pathway to inde-
pendence and opportunity. 

Madam Speaker, success should be 
measured by outcomes, not outlays. An 
efficiently delivered benefit that en-
courages work is a win for both the 
taxpayer and the recipient. 

Since the 2018 farm bill, agriculture 
producers have faced soaring input 
costs, declining prices, and mounting 
debt. By the end of last year, the farm 
debt hit its highest level in over 50 
years. The Agriculture and Food Policy 
Center at Texas A&M says the outlook 
for farm profitability is the worst in its 
42-year history of analysis. 

Our producers, from livestock to spe-
cialty crops, struggle with volatile 
markets, labor shortages, and growing 
regulatory burdens. If Congress fails to 
act, we risk a full-blown crisis in our 
food and agriculture economy. 

This bill delivers targeted, meaning-
ful investment in farm safety nets and 
rural development. It supports re-
search, trade promotion, and critical 
infrastructure. It reflects bipartisan 
priorities from every corner of this 
Chamber. 

This bill restores the integrity of 
SNAP, strengthens every link in the 
agricultural chain, and puts rural 
America back at the center of our pol-
icy agenda where it belongs. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud of this 
legislation, and I urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy Lord, You make it sound so 
simple. We need only love You and our 
neighbor. In our daily reality, it is 
really hard sometimes and almost al-
ways impossible to do so with our 
whole heart, our soul, and our mind. 

Forgive us for the countless ways we 
make the simple complex. Keep us 
from allowing the cares of this world to 
complicate our lives. Warn us when we 
allow our dislike of a person’s differing 
opinion to get in the way of our obliga-
tion to be loving or at least respectful. 

On this day and throughout this 
week, when the democratic process is 
at its messiest and decisions prove 
most contentious, bring Your peace 
into our presence and show us how You 
would have us live and love. 

And may we respond with all that we 
are and all that we do, simple and first-
ly, by loving You. And at the end of 
this day, may we be blessed, knowing 
that the way we loved You is what 
mattered most. 

In Your loving name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. BELL) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. BELL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CATERPILLAR CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cel-
ebrate the centennial celebration of 
Caterpillar, one of America’s greatest 
companies. 

For 100 years, Caterpillar has pro-
duced impeccable pieces of machinery 
that include construction and mining 
equipment, off-highway diesel and nat-
ural gas engines, industrial gas tur-
bines, and diesel-electric locomotives. 
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This is a company that continues to 

lead the way in innovation, not only 
here in America but also within con-
tinents across the entire world. 

Congratulations to Caterpillar and 
its many dedicated employees on 
reaching this historic and admirable 
milestone. Here is to another century 
of excellence and innovation in manu-
facturing. 

f 

EDESIA NUTRITION 

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, this 
is the eleventh time that I have risen 
to call for Federal funding for mal-
nourished children to be restored by 
the Trump administration. Today, I 
rise with a glimmer of hope. 

After months of advocacy, Edesia Nu-
trition in North Kingstown, Rhode Is-
land, has received notice that an order 
to ship their lifesaving, ready-to-use 
therapeutic food, Plumpy’Nut, to chil-
dren in Sudan was finally approved. 
The food will be moved in the next 2 
weeks. 

This is a huge win for Edesia, for our 
country, and, most importantly, for 
the children whose lives will be saved 
by this miracle cure. 

Let me be clear. This fight is not 
over. This is just the first step. The 
order was paid for with fiscal year 2024 
funding. Edesia still has another 185,000 
boxes of this ready-to-use food sitting 
in their warehouse, awaiting shipment. 
Despite money being appropriated for 
FY25, no new orders are being placed. 

I once again call on the Trump ad-
ministration for a full restoration of 
funding for ready-to-use therapeutic 
food that will save the lives of children 
across the world. We have done it be-
fore. We should continue to do it. That 
is our commitment. 

f 

CELEBRATING CENTRE 
FOUNDATION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the Centre Gives 2025. 

Now in its 14th year, in a 36-hour on-
line fundraising event, Centre Gives 
raised a record-breaking $2.84 million. 

This giving event organized by the 
Centre Foundation raises money to 
benefit over 230 nonprofit organizations 
across Centre County, Pennsylvania. 

This achievement reflects the unwav-
ering commitment of Centre County 
residents for supporting services in the 
arts, education, healthcare, animal 
welfare, and social services. 

Notably, Centre Volunteers in Medi-
cine received the highest donations at 
$108,374, while Centre County PAWS 
garnered the most unique donors, to-
taling 681. 

The success of Centre Gives 2025 un-
derscores the power of community- 
driven philanthropy and serves as an 
inspiring model for other regions. 

Mr. Speaker, I express my heartfelt 
congratulations to the Centre Founda-
tion, all participating nonprofits, and 
the generous donors who made this 
possible. Together, they have strength-
ened the fabric of their community and 
set a shining example for all of us. 

f 

TORNADO IN ST. LOUIS 

(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end, a catastrophic tornado struck the 
heart of St. Louis, killing five of our 
neighbors, injuring dozens more, and 
causing more than $1.6 billion in pro-
jected damage. 

Over 5,000 buildings were hit, power 
lines are down, critical infrastructure 
remains unstable, and entire neighbor-
hoods are waking up to devastation. 

Even in the middle of all that loss, 
St. Louis showed out. St. Louis showed 
up and showed what it is made of. 
Neighbors checked on neighbors. 
Teachers sheltered students. First re-
sponders put themselves in harm’s way 
to keep others safe, and I thank them 
all. 

This is not just a Democratic or a 
Republican issue. This is an all-of-the- 
above issue. From the Governor, the 
mayor, municipal mayors, the county 
executives, State representatives and 
senators, city alderpersons, county 
leaders, and especially regular citizens 
who have been working so hard for 
their community, I acknowledge these 
leaders. 

Right now, thousands are still with-
out power. Schools are closed, and fam-
ilies are grieving. Faith without works 
is dead, and we need the prayers of our 
constituents. 

It will take a lot of work. I urge 
FEMA and the administration to work 
quickly. St. Louis can and will rebuild, 
but we cannot be left to do it alone. We 
have been through a lot. Working to-
gether, we are going to get through 
this, too. 

f 

TRUMP RECOVERS JOBS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, for too long American work-
ers have shouldered the burden of trade 
policies that reward the Chinese Com-
munist Party billionaires, destroying 
American jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, 3.8 million American 
jobs were lost to China from 2001 
through early 2023, including 60,000 jobs 
in South Carolina. 

Reliance on the Chinese Communist 
Party jeopardizes American national 
security. 

Overall, China is the largest source 
for the manufacture of cell phones, 
toys, computers, and other products. 
President Donald Trump has long rec-
ognized this problem. Last week, one- 
on-one discussions between America 
and China produced agreements to dra-
matically reduce tariffs, while estab-
lishing a path forward to manage the 
China challenge. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops as 
the global war on terrorism continues. 
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to 
protect American families with peace 
through strength, revealing war crimi-
nal Putin’s lies, violating NATO air-
space and insulting Trump last Tues-
day with a Russian jet over the Gulf of 
Finland escorting a shadow ship, 
threatening Estonia, our NATO ally. 

f 

HONORING WILLING WARRIORS 

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Willing Warriors 
and the upcoming 10-year anniversary 
of the Warrior Retreat. 

Willing Warriors is an organization 
in Haymarket, Virginia, that supports 
wounded, ill, and injured servicemem-
bers. They provide cost-free, nonmed-
ical respite stays in a supportive envi-
ronment. 

Since opening in 2015, they have 
hosted over 2,800 Warriors and family 
members, where they can escape hos-
pital settings to relax, rejuvenate, and 
reconnect with their families and sup-
port networks. 

Through vital partnerships with Wal-
ter Reed, Fort Belvoir, and countless 
community organizations, their impact 
stretches far beyond the retreat’s 37 
peaceful acres. 

Their newest addition, the PenFed 
Grand Lodge, offers group stays, resil-
iency training, and PTSD counseling. 

I commend the Willing Warriors for 
their dedication to those who have sac-
rificed for our Nation. Congratulations 
on 10 years of the Warrior Retreat. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROGER 
GOFORTH 

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and service of Roger Eugene Goforth 
from my hometown of Kings Mountain, 
North Carolina. 

For over 30 years, Roger served with 
the Kings Mountain Police Depart-
ment. He took pride in that role, using 
it as an opportunity to keep the com-
munity safe and to help his neighbors 
in any way he could. 

Roger was the kind of person who 
showed up wherever he was needed. He 
drove a schoolbus for the Kings Moun-
tain schools, worked for decades at 
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Foote Mineral and FMC Lithium, and 
even ran his own business at Battle-
ground Petroleum. 

No matter what job he held, he 
brought a strong work ethic and a big 
heart. He was incredibly active in his 
community and his faith as a part of 
the Dixon Presbyterian Church and 
Victory Baptist. He was also a member 
of the Shriners, a Mason, and a mem-
ber of the Progressive Club. 

When he had free time, he could be 
found fishing, competing in tractor 
pulls, or spending time with his family. 

Roger was a good man who cared 
deeply about the people around him, 
especially his family. He certainly left 
Kings Mountain a better place, and he 
will be missed by all those who knew 
him. 

f 

INVESTMENT OF PROLEC GE 
WAUKESHA 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, there is a lot of energy and 
excitement in Wayne County, North 
Carolina, as we celebrate a significant 
economic investment. Prolec GE 
Waukesha, Incorporated, announced a 
$140 million investment which will 
strengthen eastern North Carolina’s 
economy and enhance our national en-
ergy infrastructure. 

The investment aims to double the 
production of medium power trans-
formers and address the urgent needs 
of our country’s electric grid. The con-
struction of a new state-of-the-art fa-
cility will create over 330 new jobs in 
various fields, from engineering to pro-
duction. 

Young people and professionals are 
craving these opportunities in the East 
and good-paying jobs. These jobs will 
average nearly $72,000 a year. 

Congratulations to Prolec GE 
Waukesha, Incorporated. I am so ex-
cited about our energy future. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FONG). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1523 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BRESNAHAN) at 3 o’clock 
and 23 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 

today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

ACCELERATING NETWORKING, 
CYBERINFRASTRUCTURE, AND 
HARDWARE FOR OCEANIC RE-
SEARCH ACT 
Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1223) to require a plan to improve 
the cybersecurity and telecommuni-
cations of the U.S. Academic Research 
Fleet, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1223 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Accelerating 
Networking, Cyberinfrastructure, and Hard-
ware for Oceanic Research Act’’ or the ‘‘AN-
CHOR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. PLAN TO IMPROVE CYBERSECURITY AND 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS OF U.S. ACA-
DEMIC RESEARCH FLEET. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director, in consultation with other Fed-
eral agency owners and the head of any uni-
versity or laboratory that owns or operates a 
vessel of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet, 
shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate and the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a plan to improve the cyberse-
curity and telecommunications of the U.S. 
Academic Research Fleet. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include— 

(1) an assessment of the telecommuni-
cations and networking needs of the U.S. 
Academic Research Fleet, consistent with 
the typical scientific mission of each vessel; 

(2) in accordance with guidance issued by 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency and the National Institute for 
Standards and Technology, an assessment of 
cybersecurity needs appropriate for— 

(A) the operation of vessels within the U.S. 
Academic Research Fleet; and 

(B) the specific research functions and ac-
tivities of such vessels; 

(3) an assessment of the costs necessary to 
meet the needs described in paragraphs (1) 
and (2), including— 

(A) any necessary equipment costs in ex-
cess of current expenditures, such as sat-
ellite communications equipment, software, 
high-performance computing infrastructure 
shipboard and shoreside, or enterprise hard-
ware; 

(B) estimated personnel costs in excess of 
current expenditures, including any nec-
essary training, support, or logistics; and 

(C) the estimated impact on daily charter 
rates associated with the costs described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B); 

(4) an assessment of the time required to 
implement any upgrades required to meet 
the needs described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
under varying budgets and funding scenarios; 

(5) an assessment of opportunities for the 
adoption of common solutions or consortial 
licensing agreements, or for the centraliza-
tion of elements of fleet cybersecurity, tele-
communications, or data management at a 
single facility; and 

(6) in consultation with any non-Federal 
owners of a vessel of the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet, a spending plan for the Na-
tional Science Foundation, the Office of 
Naval Research, non-Federal owners of ves-
sels of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet, 
users of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet, 
or any combination thereof, to provide fund-
ing to cover the costs described in paragraph 
(3). 

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—The Director in pre-
paring the plan required by subsection (a), 
shall, as appropriate, consider the following: 

(1) The network capabilities, including 
speed and bandwidth targets, necessary to 
meet the scientific mission needs of each 
class of vessel within the U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet for such purposes as— 

(A) executing the critical functions and 
communications of each vessel; 

(B) providing network access for the health 
and well-being of deployed personnel, includ-
ing communications to conduct telemedicine 
(including mental health care), counseling, 
interviews with crisis response providers, 
and other remote individual care and serv-
ices; 

(C) as necessary to meet operations, 
uploading any scientific data to a cloud- 
based server or shoreside server, including 
the copying of data off ship for disaster re-
covery or risk mitigation purposes; 

(D) conducting real-time streaming to en-
able shore-based observers to participate in 
ship-based maintenance or research activi-
ties; 

(E) scientific instrumentation so that it is 
possible to conduct scientific surveys and 
seafloor mapping with fully remote subject 
matter experts; 

(F) critical operational technology by 
manufacturers and vendors so that it is pos-
sible to carry out maintenance and repairs 
to systems with limited expertise on each 
vessel, with fully remote subject matter ex-
perts advising; and 

(G) enabling video communications to 
allow improved outreach to, and other edu-
cational services for, K–12 students, includ-
ing occasional remote classroom teaching 
for instructors at sea to improve oceano-
graphic access for students. 

(2) In consultation with the Director of the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Standards and Technology, and the 
heads of other Federal agencies, as appro-
priate— 

(A) the cybersecurity recommendations in 
the report of the private scientific advisory 
group known as JASON entitled ‘‘Cybersecu-
rity at NSF Major Facilities’’ (JSR–21–10E) 
and dated October 2021 as applied to the U.S. 
Academic Research Fleet; 

(B) aligning with international standards 
and guidance for information security, in-
cluding the use of encryption for sensitive 
information, the detection and handling of 
security incidents, and other areas deter-
mined relevant by the Director; 

(C) facilitating access to cybersecurity per-
sonnel and training of research and support 
personnel; and 

(D) the requirements for controlled unclas-
sified or classified information. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION OF AND REPORT ON 
PLAN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director, in coordina-
tion with the Office of Naval Research, non- 
Federal owners of vessels of the Academic 
Research Fleet, users of the U.S. Academic 
Research Fleet, or any combination thereof, 
may support upgrades to the 
cyberinfrastructure and cybersecurity of the 
U.S. Academic Research Fleet consistent 
with the plan required by subsection (a). 
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(2) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than two 

years after the submission of the plan re-
quired by subsection (a), the Director shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate 
and the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology of the House of Representatives 
a report describing the progress made in im-
plementing the plan. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion. 

(2) OCEANOGRAPHIC RESEARCH VESSEL.—The 
term ‘‘oceanographic research vessel’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 2101 of 
title 46, United States Code. 

(3) U.S. ACADEMIC RESEARCH FLEET.—The 
term ‘‘U.S Academic Research Fleet’’ means 
the United States-flagged vessels that— 

(A) are operated as oceanographic research 
vessels by research universities and labora-
tories; 

(B) have achieved designation as a member 
vessel of the U.S. Academic Research Fleet 
through the standard U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet evaluation process; and 

(C) have been accepted into, and are active 
participants within, the University-National 
Oceanographic Laboratory System. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FONG) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SUBRAMANYAM) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 1223, the bill 
now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of my bill, H.R. 1223, the Accel-
erating Networking, Cyberinfra-
structure, and Hardware for Oceanic 
Research Act, also known as the AN-
CHOR Act. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill because it addresses a critical and 
urgent need: safeguarding the integrity 
of our Nation’s academic research fleet 
and ensuring that the valuable data 
collected at sea remains secure from 
emerging threats. This is about pro-
tecting the future of American science, 
innovation, and national security. 

Our research fleet is a cornerstone of 
America’s scientific advancement. 
Since the 1960s, these vessels have sup-
ported federally sponsored missions 
that impact everything from human 
health and energy development to 
ocean hazards and national security. 
They are laboratories at sea, collecting 
data that fuels critical decisionmaking 
here on land. 

However, these ships face modern 
challenges. Right now, they lack the 
secure cyberinfrastructure needed to 
protect sensitive data and commu-
nicate reliably across global networks. 

That leaves them vulnerable to cyber 
threats from foreign adversaries, which 
have been on the rise and will continue 
to evolve with emerging technology. 

Data is the heartbeat of scientific 
progress. It informs policy. It drives 
discovery. It strengthens our ability to 
respond to crises. We need it to com-
pete and win on the world stage. We 
must ensure that this data is pro-
tected, that our researchers have the 
tools they need, and that the outcomes 
of their work remain in secure hands. 

The ANCHOR Act directs the Na-
tional Science Foundation to create a 
comprehensive plan to upgrade the cy-
bersecurity and communication sys-
tems on these vessels to add another 
layer of protection where it is des-
perately needed. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my cosponsor, 
Representative HALEY STEVENS, for 
supporting our bipartisan effort to pro-
tect our Nation’s scientific edge and se-
curity. 

Today, let’s take a critical step to 
safeguard our research fleet, protect 
our data, and secure the future of 
American innovation by voting in sup-
port of the ANCHOR Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
ANCHOR Act. The U.S. Academic Re-
search Fleet, the ARF, is made up of an 
impressive array of marine research as-
sets and even more impressive than 
this fleet is the invaluable research 
that it conducts. 

This diverse fleet is managed and op-
erated by a diverse group that includes 
the NSF, the Office of Naval Research, 
Federal research laboratories, and U.S. 
universities. 

These fleets have unique 
cyberinfrastructure and networking 
challenges and vulnerabilities. This 
bill would require assessment of equip-
ment and personnel costs and time re-
quirements needed to upgrade the fleet 
and develop a proposal for funding 
these upgrades. 

The House already passed this bill by 
a voice vote last Congress, and I hope 
it will do so again. This technological 
struggle has been a real detriment and 
had a real impact on these fleets. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the sponsor of 
this bill as well as Ms. STEVENS, and I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN), the 
chair of the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to be here to support H.R. 1223, the AN-
CHOR Act, sponsored by my col-
leagues, Representatives Fong and Ste-
vens. 

The ANCHOR Act tackles the critical 
need for improved cybersecurity across 

the U.S. Academic Research Fleet. 
This fleet of 17 vessels carries out vital 
research in diverse marine environ-
ments, from the Great Lakes to the 
polar regions. 

The groundbreaking research con-
ducted aboard these vessels has largely 
shaped our understanding of the ocean. 
Scientists study ecosystems and food 
webs, offshore energy resources, wave 
dynamics, natural hazard forecasting 
and response, and the deep ocean floor. 

These scientists and technical ex-
perts operate a wide range of special-
ized equipment, including deep-towing 
systems, underwater cameras, and 
state-of-the-art acoustic sensors, often 
sailing to some of the world’s most re-
mote locations. 

Ensuring secure and reliable commu-
nication and data transmission sys-
tems, regardless of location, presents a 
unique challenge. Each vessel needs 
tailored cybersecurity infrastructure 
to safeguard its scientific equipment 
and protect data, both on board and 
during transmission to shore. 

Unfortunately, the fleet currently 
lacks the necessary infrastructure. 
This bill would change that. The AN-
CHOR Act directs the National Science 
Foundation to develop a plan for much- 
needed upgrades to the Academic Re-
search Fleet, including cybersecurity 
enhancements and modernization of 
telecommunications equipment. 

This plan must consider the type of 
research conducted on each vessel, the 
location, any specialized equipment, 
and network bandwidth needs. It is es-
sential to protect taxpayer-funded re-
search conducted by the fleet from ne-
farious actors. 

We have made significant strides se-
curing research at our agencies and 
university campuses. Now we must en-
sure the research being done off of our 
coasts is fully protected. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
leagues for their efforts on this issue, 
and I urge my fellow Members to sup-
port this bill. 

b 1530 

Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BABIN) control the remain-
der of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter dated January 30, 2024, titled: 
‘‘Institutional Support for U.S. Aca-
demic Research Fleet Cyber 
Infrastructure.’’ 

JANUARY 30, 2024. 

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT FOR U.S. ACADEMIC 
RESEARCH FLEET CYBER INFRASTRUCTURE 

The U.S. Academic Research Fleet (ARF) 
is critical in the exploration and under-
standing of our planet. The ARF consists of 
17 oceangoing research vessels that serve 
multiple federal agencies, coordinated under 
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the auspices of the University-National 
Oceanographic Laboratory System (UNOLS). 
These ships are fundamentally important to 
America’s global research objectives, and 
conduct federally-sponsored basic research 
addressing urgent societal issues involving 
human health and safety, offshore energy 
and resources, national security, ocean haz-
ards, biological and physical ocean proc-
esses, and all scientific endeavors requiring 
observations at sea. 

As directors, deans, and presidents of aca-
demic institutions with students, faculty, 
and staff that use ARF oceanographic re-
search vessels we urge Congress to ensure 
the ARF has ongoing support to enable sat-
ellite communications, shoreside and ship-
board digital infrastructure, and technical 
support for the safe, secure, and effective op-
eration of our research vessels. 

As globally-ranging laboratories that oper-
ate in the most remote areas of the world, 
research vessels face unique challenges in 
providing capable networking and require 
specialized infrastructure. Scientists and 
their sensors must communicate in real-time 
with others on board, as well as with sci-
entists, services and devices in the cloud or 
on shoreside networks. 21st century oceano-
graphic science and vessel operations require 
mission-critical cyberinfrastructure to meet 
operational objectives and enable scientific 
innovation in seagoing research. 

Additionally, as U.S. strategic assets in-
creasingly become targets for cyberattacks 
(including the ARF), robust cyber-infra-
structure is critical. The sensitive research 
conducted on these ships ensures the nation 
remains a world leader in innovation and na-
tional security, and foreign competitors, 
such as China, are seeking opportunities to 
acquire it via offensive cyber operations. 

Our analysis indicates that ARF funding 
must be increased $53M annually (roughly 
50% over existing levels) to support capabili-
ties required for robust, performant and se-
cure networking. Our assessment is rooted in 
findings by the JASON advisory group study 
(2021), which was commissioned by NSF to 
evaluate and make recommendations regard-
ing the ability of NSF’s major facilities to 
provide high-quality data to the research 
community while mitigating cybersecurity 
threats. The ARF is unique among large fa-
cilities because of its geographical diversity, 
mobility, global reach, and distributed ad-
ministration. These factors all contribute to 
the scope of resources required to meet re-
search needs. 

Sincerely, 
Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 

Sciences/Oregon State University 
College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences/ 

University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory of Co-

lumbia University 
Large Lakes Observatory, University of 

Minnesota Duluth 
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium 
Rosenstiel School of Marine, Atmospheric, 

and Earth Science/University of Miami 
School of Ocean, Earth, Science and Tech-

nology/University of Hawai’i 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography/UC 

San Diego 
University of Rhode Island—Graduate 

School of Oceanography 
University of Washington—School of 

Oceanography 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, 
again, I thank Mr. FONG and Ms. STE-
VENS for their leadership on this bill. I 
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 1223, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

The U.S. Academic Research Fleet 
enables us to use state-of-the-art 
equipment worldwide to conduct cut-
ting-edge science that cannot be per-
formed on land. This fleet is a key fac-
tor in making the U.S. research enter-
prise a global leader. 

However, our leadership is currently 
at risk, as it is widely recognized that 
our adversaries are willing to com-
promise, undermine, or steal our re-
search. They aim to exploit our discov-
eries and surpass us as leaders in global 
technology. We cannot afford to let 
that happen. 

To continue making groundbreaking 
discoveries, we must equip our research 
vessels with the cybersecurity infra-
structure necessary to maintain the in-
tegrity of their data and equipment. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FONG) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 1223. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

CLEAN ENERGY DEMONSTRATION 
TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1453) to amend the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act to require re-
porting regarding clean energy dem-
onstration projects, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1453 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Clean En-
ergy Demonstration Transparency Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND OVERSIGHT 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
Subsection (h) of section 41201 of the Infra-

structure Investment and Jobs Act (42 U.S.C. 
18861) is amended by adding at the end fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) FURTHER REPORTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than six 

months after the date of the enactment of 
this paragraph and at least semiannually 
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate a report, and make publicly available 
in digital online format, that contains, for 
the period covered by each such report, for 
each covered project or other demonstration 
project administered or supported by the 
program, the following: 

‘‘(i) A copy of any initial contracts or fi-
nancial assistance agreements executed be-
tween the Department and an award recipi-
ent, including any related documentation, as 
the Secretary determines appropriate. 

‘‘(ii) A list of any material, technical, or fi-
nancial milestones that have or have not 
been met. 

‘‘(iii) Any material modifications to the 
scope, schedule, funding profile (including 
cost-share requirements), project partners or 
participating entities, or budget of the 
project. 

‘‘(B) STREAMLINING.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary may synchronize the 
reports required under subparagraph (A) 
with other required reports, such as those re-
quired under— 

‘‘(i) paragraph (1); and 
‘‘(ii) section 9005(e) of the Energy Act of 

2020 (42 U.S.C. 7256c(e); enacted as division Z 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2021).’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BABIN) and the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. SUBRAMANYAM) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1453, 
the bill which is now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

1453, the Clean Energy Demonstration 
Transparency Act of 2025, sponsored by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CAREY). 

This sensible legislation will provide 
Congress with the necessary tools to 
effectively oversee the Department of 
Energy’s growing number of large dem-
onstration projects. DOE established 
the Office of Clean Energy Demonstra-
tions, or OCED, to carry out the tech-
nology demonstration projects author-
ized in the Energy Act of 2020 and the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act. These projects include bipartisan 
initiatives like the Advanced Reactor 
Demonstration Program and the Long- 
Duration Energy Storage Demonstra-
tion Initiative. 

This bill requires the Secretary of 
Energy to submit semiannual reports 
to Congress on all demonstration 
projects managed by OCED. These re-
ports must include details on con-
tracts, milestones, schedules, funding 
profiles, and cost-share agreements. 

Historically, DOE’s applied energy 
offices have managed these programs, 
ensuring a seamless transition from 
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basic laboratory research to applied 
field work. However, with the creation 
of OCED, these activities were placed 
in a new office, separating critical ex-
pertise and adding an unnecessary 
layer of bureaucracy. 

At the same time, the infrastructure 
bill and the Inflation Reduction Act 
appropriated over $27 billion to OCED 
to fund these projects. 

This combination of organizational 
restructuring and a large influx of 
funding should raise concerns for every 
lawmaker of this institution, consid-
ering DOE’s past mismanagement of 
demonstration projects. 

Since its inception, OCED has been 
slow to award funding and has strug-
gled to identify unique capabilities not 
already addressed by the applied en-
ergy offices. Congress lacks adequate 
safeguards and the capacity to conduct 
rigorous oversight over OCED and its 
demonstration projects. 

For example, when the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee 
sought more information on DOE’s de-
cision to waive the cost-share require-
ment for a multimillion-dollar project, 
the Department was not obliged to doc-
ument or justify its rationale. Requir-
ing DOE to submit semiannual reports 
will provide Congress with crucial tools 
to protect taxpayer dollars, hold OCED 
accountable, and ensure that projects 
are based on merit rather than crony 
favoritism. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
CAREY for his continued leadership on 
this issue despite no longer even sit-
ting on the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee. I also thank Rep-
resentative RILEY for his work in ad-
vancing this bill forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Clean Energy Demonstration Trans-
parency Act, as well. 

The bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act, as mentioned, es-
tablished a first-of-its-kind Office of 
Clean Energy Demonstrations, and this 
new office was tasked with coordi-
nating the Department of Energy’s 
large-scale clean energy technology de-
velopment. This office is now man-
aging more than $25 billion in funding 
to help scale emerging energy tech-
nologies that will help us tackle our 
most pressing climate challenges and 
achieve net-zero emissions as quickly 
as possible. 

Last October, one of the initiatives 
supported by the office awarded $1.1 
million to a Virginia company, Roa-
noke Cement Company. They are work-
ing on a project for the use of clays to 
minimize the use of carbon-intensive 
components in cement production. This 
project has the potential to decrease 
carbon intensity of cement production 
by around 83 percent. Cement produc-
tion is responsible for 2 percent of en-

ergy-related CO2 emissions in the 
United States, so an 83 percent reduc-
tion in cement carbon intensity is very 
valuable. 

This bipartisan bill authorizes simple 
and streamlined reporting require-
ments on the activities of the office, 
and it is a great transparency bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CAREY). 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 1453, the Clean Energy 
Demonstration Transparency Act of 
2025. 

I introduced this commonsense, bi-
partisan legislation last Congress, 
which passed the House by voice vote. 
With more than $25 billion in Federal 
funding from the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act, the Inflation Re-
duction Act, and annual appropria-
tions, the Department of Energy’s Of-
fice of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
aims to support first-of-a-kind com-
mercial-scale demonstrations and de-
ploy them at viable and market-ready 
levels. 

My bill requires semiannual reports 
to Congress on the status of these 
clean energy demonstration activities. 
With these reports, Congress can over-
see these projects and ensure that tax-
payer money is spent wisely and effec-
tively. 

Amid unprecedented Federal spend-
ing and soaring national debt, it is es-
sential that we pass this legislation to 
avoid more Federal Government waste. 

Overall, H.R. 1453 is a good govern-
ment bill that improves accountability 
and transparency for the benefit of the 
American taxpayers. I thank Rep-
resentative RILEY for being a great 
partner on this legislation, and I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. CAREY) as well as the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. RILEY) 
for their work on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 1453, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, one of our key respon-
sibilities in Congress is to manage tax-
payer dollars wisely. I don’t take that 
job lightly. I want to see DOE and all 
of our vital Federal research agencies 
succeed in developing revolutionary 
next-generation technologies. 

At the same time, we need to mon-
itor the progress of these projects well 
before their costs balloon to multibil-
lions of dollars and strain research 
budgets. 

H.R. 1453 allows us to do precisely 
that. It enhances transparency between 
DOE and Congress, giving both parties 
the necessary information and insights 
into the successes of Federal dem-

onstration projects to foster further 
achievements. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. CAREY) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. RILEY), his 
cosponsor, for leading this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1453. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

STRATEGIC PORTS REPORTING 
ACT 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1701) to require the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of State to 
monitor efforts by the People’s Repub-
lic of China to build or buy strategic 
foreign ports, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1701 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strategic 
Ports Reporting Act’’. 
SEC. 2. MAPPING AND STRATEGY REQUIRED. 

(a) MAPPING OF GLOBAL PORTS.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the 
Secretary of Defense, shall— 

(1) develop an updated, global mapping of 
foreign and domestic ports identified to be of 
importance to the United States, because of 
a capability to provide military, diplomatic, 
economic, or resource exploration superi-
ority; and 

(2) identify any efforts by the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) or 
other PRC entities to build, buy, or other-
wise control, directly or indirectly, such 
ports. 

(b) SUBMISSION OF MAP.—The Secretary of 
State, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Defense, shall submit the mapping developed 
pursuant to subsection (a) to the appropriate 
congressional committees. Such submission 
shall be in unclassified form, but may in-
clude a classified annex. 
SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND DEPART-

MENT OF DEFENSE STUDY AND RE-
PORT ON STRATEGIC PORTS. 

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of 
State, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Defense, shall conduct a study of— 

(1) strategic ports; 
(2) the reasons such ports are of interest to 

the United States; 
(3) the activities and plans of the Govern-

ment of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
to expand its control over strategic ports 
outside of the People’s Republic of China; 

(4) the public and private actors, such as 
China Ocean Shipping Company, that are 
executing and supporting the activities and 
plans of the Government of the PRC to ex-
pand its control over strategic ports outside 
of the PRC; 

(5) the activities and plans of the Govern-
ment of the PRC to expand its control over 
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maritime logistics by promoting products, 
such as LOGINK, and setting industry stand-
ards outside the PRC; 

(6) how the control by the Government of 
the PRC over strategic ports outside of the 
PRC could harm the national security or 
economic interests of the United States and 
allies and partners of the United States; and 

(7) measures the United States Govern-
ment could take to ensure open access and 
security for strategic ports and offer alter-
natives to PRC investments or stakes in 
strategic ports. 

(b) CONDUCT OF STUDY.—The Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of Defense may 
enter into an arrangement with a federally 
funded research and development center 
under which the center shall conduct the 
study required under subsection (a). 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Defense, shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the findings of the study conducted 
under subsection (a). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a detailed list of all known strategic 
ports operated, controlled, or owned, directly 
or indirectly, by the PRC or by a foreign per-
son of the PRC, and an assessment of the na-
tional security and economic interests rel-
evant to each such port; 

(B) a detailed list of all known strategic 
ports operated, controlled, or owned, directly 
or indirectly, by the United States or United 
States persons and an assessment of the na-
tional security and economic interests rel-
evant to each such port; 

(C) an assessment of vulnerabilities of— 
(i) ports operated, controlled, or owned, di-

rectly or indirectly, by the United States; 
and 

(ii) strategic ports; 
(D) an analysis of the activities and ac-

tions of the Government of the PRC to gain 
control or ownership over strategic ports, in-
cluding promoting products, such as 
LOGINK, and setting industry standards; 

(E) an assessment of how the Government 
of the PRC plans to expand its control over 
strategic ports outside of the PRC; 

(F) a suggested strategy, developed in con-
sultation with the heads of the relevant 
United States Government offices, that sug-
gests courses of action to secure trusted in-
vestment and ownership of strategic ports 
and maritime infrastructure, protect such 
ports and infrastructure from PRC control, 
and ensure open access and security for such 
ports, that includes— 

(i) a list of relevant existing authorities 
that can be used to carry out the strategy; 

(ii) a list of any additional authorities nec-
essary to carry out the strategy; 

(iii) an assessment of products owned by 
the Government of the PRC or by an entity 
headquartered in the PRC that are used in 
connection with strategic ports or maritime 
infrastructure; 

(iv) an assessment of the costs to— 
(I) secure such trusted investment and 

ownership; 
(II) replace products owned by the Govern-

ment of the PRC or an entity headquartered 
in the PRC that are used in connection with 
such ports; and 

(III) enhance transparency around the neg-
ative impacts of PRC control over strategic 
ports; and 

(v) a list of funding sources to secure trust-
ed investment and ownership of strategic 
ports, which shall include— 

(I) an identification of private funding 
sources; and 

(II) an identification of public funding 
sources, including loans, loan guarantees, 
and tax incentives; and 

(G) a suggested strategy for Federal agen-
cies to maintain an up-to-date list of stra-
tegic ports. 

(H) an assessment of any national security 
threat posed by such investments or activi-
ties to United States diplomatic and defense 
personnel and facilities in the vicinity of 
such ports, including through cyber threats, 
electronically enabled espionage, or other 
means. 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committees’’ means— 
(A) the Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, the Committee on Armed 
Services, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence of the House of Representatives; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation, the Committee on 
Armed Services, the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and the Select Committee on In-
telligence of the Senate. 

(2) The term ‘‘relevant United States Gov-
ernment offices’’ means— 

(A) the Unified Combatant Commands; 
(B) the Office of the Secretary of Defense; 
(C) the Office of the Secretary of State; 
(D) the United States International Devel-

opment Finance Corporation; 
(E) the Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence; and 
(F) the Maritime Administration of the De-

partment of Transportation. 
(3) The term ‘‘strategic port’’ means an 

international port or waterway that the 
heads of the relevant United States Govern-
ment offices determine is critical to the na-
tional security or economic prosperity of the 
United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TAYLOR). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MEEKS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 

support of my bill, H.R. 1701, the Stra-
tegic Ports Reporting Act, introduced 
alongside Representatives ROB WITT-
MAN, JAKE AUCHINCLOSS, and JOHNNY 
OLSZEWSKI, and cosponsored by a bipar-
tisan group of colleagues. 

b 1545 
Mr. Speaker, this bill is simple, yet it 

is very necessary to expose the risks, 
the threats, and the vulnerabilities 
presented by overt Chinese-controlled 
global ports. 

Specifically, the Strategic Ports Re-
porting Act requires the State Depart-
ment, in coordination with the Defense 
Department, to develop a global map-
ping of foreign and domestic ports of 
strategic importance to the United 
States due to their capacity of pro-
viding military, diplomatic, economic, 
or resource exploration superiority. In 
other words, these are ports that are 
most important to the interests of the 
United States, both domestically and 
abroad. 

Additionally, this bill requires a 
study analyzing the activities and 
plans of the PRC to expand its web of 
control over global strategic ports, 
while recognizing the U.S. national se-
curity and economic implications for 
such ownership. 

China’s malign influence abroad con-
tinues to reach new corners of the glob-
al economy. Emerging from the Belt 
and Road Initiative, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s companion initiative, 
known as the Maritime Silk Road, rati-
fies a dominating stake in various 
countries by making critical invest-
ment in their strategic ports, some of 
which exist right here in the United 
States. 

Something that should resonate with 
all of our constituencies, as we saw 
during the COVID–19 pandemic, is that 
vulnerabilities in supply chains have a 
significant, real-world effect on our 
supply, on pricing, and access to essen-
tial goods. 

Moreover, the likelihood of the PRC 
leveraging its port infrastructure to 
exert economic leverage in the future 
remains a significant challenge to the 
United States and our allies. 

While many of these investments and 
port projects are portrayed as commer-
cial relationships, the PRC’s global 
reach is cause for concern, given that 
many of these ports pose significant 
dual-use military risks. The fact re-
mains that Chinese investments in 
strategic ports offer the CCP a 
launchpad to engage in a campaign of 
modern-day espionage. 

Let’s look at a couple of examples, 
Mr. Speaker. In the Western Hemi-
sphere, the PRC opened its crown 
jewel, a gateway connecting South 
America to Asia in Chancay, Peru. 
This multibillion-dollar, deepwater 
megaport is owned by a Chinese state- 
owned entity, COSCO Shipping, which 
has ties to the People’s Liberation 
Army. 

Additionally, Chinese-tied entities 
manage ports at both ends of the Pan-
ama Canal. Here, the CCP coordinates 
private companies in pursuit of its 
communist agendas and wields the 
power to garner more political influ-
ence in a volatile region. 

I commend President Trump and his 
administration for its leadership and 
persistence to work with the Panama-
nians and BlackRock to change this re-
ality. 

In the United States, two Chinese- 
owned entities, COSCO Shipping and 
China Merchants Group, a major par-
ticipant and proponent in China BRI, 
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controls significant portions of the 
Ports of Long Beach, Seattle, Los An-
geles, Houston, and Miami. 

The opportunity we created, exposing 
our critical infrastructure to cyberse-
curity risks, foreign intelligence 
threats, and supply chain vulnerabili-
ties, cannot be understated in my opin-
ion. 

Outside of our hemisphere, China 
casts a wide geostrategic footprint of 
malign influence at other critical 
chokepoints, including a multitude of 
Chinese-financed, developed, or man-
aged ports across Africa. These ambi-
tions provide access to critical min-
erals, naval launchpads, and con-
sequential state power projections. 

Additionally, the deep-sea port in the 
city of Anaklia on Georgia’s Black Sea 
coast recently granted the tender for 
construction to a Chinese consortium 
sanctioned by the U.S. in 2020 for pro-
moting militarization in the South 
China Sea. The strategic location of 
this port in the Middle Corridor, the 
trade route between China and Europe, 
would make this a crucial project for 
President Xi. 

Unfortunately, I believe many of 
these projects are just another example 
of emerging economies lured in by Chi-
na’s debt-trap diplomacy. 

To combat these efforts, the heads of 
relevant U.S. Government agencies 
must work collaboratively and cre-
atively to ensure open access and secu-
rity for strategic ports and offer alter-
natives to PRC investments in these 
ports. The Strategic Ports Reporting 
Act helps accomplish that goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, May 19, 2025. 
Hon. BRIAN MAST, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MAST: I write concerning 
H.R. 1701, the Strategic Ports Reporting Act, 
introduced by Representative Huizenga. As a 
result of your having consulted with us on 
provisions within H.R. 1701 that fall within 
the Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Armed Services, I agree to forego any fur-
ther consideration of this resolution so that 
it may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor for consideration. 

The Committee on Armed Services takes 
this action with our mutual understanding 
that by foregoing consideration of H.R. 1701 
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
tion over subject matter contained in this or 
similar legislation and that our committee 
will be appropriately consulted and involved 
as this resolution or similar legislation 
moves forward so that we may address any 
remaining issues in our jurisdiction. 

Finally, I ask that a copy of our exchange 
of letters on this matter be included by 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs in the 
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation, to memorialize our understanding. 
Thank you for the cooperative spirit in 
which you have worked regarding this mat-
ter and others between our respective com-
mittees. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL D. ROGERS, 

Chairman, House Committee on Armed 
Services. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, May 19, 2025. 
Hon. MIKE ROGERS, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROGERS: Thank you for 
consulting with the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and agreeing to be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 1701, Strategic 
Ports Reporting Act, so that the measure 
may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor. 

I agree that your forgoing farther action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation 
in the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointments of any appropriate num-
ber of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference of this legislation. 

I will submit the exchange of letters to be 
published in the Congressional Record. I ap-
preciate your cooperation regarding this leg-
islation and look forward to continuing to 
work together on matters of shared jurisdic-
tion during this Congress. 

Sincerely, 
BRIAN J. MAST, 

Chairman, House Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1701. When President Xi started the 
Belt and Road Initiative and the Mari-
time Silk Road Initiative, Beijing em-
barked on a coordinated state mandate 
to finance, acquire, access, enhance, 
and build ports around the world. 

Today, the PRC is actively engaged 
in 115 port projects in at least 68 coun-
tries with more than $65 billion in-
vested or promised. At least 89 port 
projects have characteristics that 
could support military applications. 
With the largest Navy in the world, the 
PRC’s ambitions are clear. It seeks 
global basing locations for an aspira-
tional blue water Navy. 

Representative HUIZENGA’s Strategic 
Ports Reporting Act will allow us to 
better track Beijing’s attempts to grow 
its global maritime influence through 
its investments in foreign ports. 

The United States Government needs 
ready access to all available informa-
tion about the nature, extent, and in-
tent of the PRC’s involvement in port 
projects and maritime infrastructure 
around the world. We need a strategy 
to drive diplomatic, development, and 
defense engagements to mitigate 
threats from the PRC’s activities at 
critical ports. 

While several think tanks and re-
search groups already map and report 
on PRC port activities, this bill’s re-
porting requirements can shed light on 
the impact of these ports on U.S. inter-
ests and national security. 

It is critical that the United States 
Government continue to monitor the 
nature, the extent, and the intent of 
the PRC’s involvement in port projects 
and maritime infrastructure around 
the world and analyze the impact on 
U.S. strategic interests and on our 
partners and allies. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to join in supporting this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
OLSZEWSKI). 

Mr. OLSZEWSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member, and I 
thank my colleague, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA), for his 
leadership on this bipartisan and bi-
cameral bill. I am proud to join his ef-
forts and co-lead on legislation that 
will help safeguard our ports and boost 
our economy. 

I have seen firsthand how critical our 
ports are to our national security, to 
our economic strength, and to the re-
silience of our supply chains. In my 
home State of Maryland, the Port of 
Baltimore is an anchor. It provides 
more than 15,000 direct jobs, supports 
another 140,000 connected jobs and 
services, and it is a critical gateway for 
commerce. 

It is one of the largest ports in the 
country for automobiles and ranks in 
the top 10 nationally for total cargo. 
The Port of Baltimore, like so many 
ports across the country, is an eco-
nomic lifeline for our communities. 

Today, however, these lifelines face a 
growing challenge. Namely, China is 
aggressively expanding its influence 
over strategic ports around the world. 
China is building, buying, and control-
ling maritime infrastructure critical to 
U.S. interests. 

They now control or have stakes in 
critical ports across Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East, Africa, and the Americas, 
providing Beijing with unprecedented 
leverage over key maritime 
chokepoints and global trade routes. 

In the Western Hemisphere alone, 
Chinese companies have established 
ownership or operational control in 
ports spanning seven countries, includ-
ing major terminals here in the U.S. 

Last year, the House select com-
mittee on China and the House Home-
land Security Committee conducted a 
joint investigation into the operation 
of ZPMC at U.S. ports. ZPMC is a Chi-
nese state-owned company and the 
world’s largest manufacturer of cranes. 

At the Port of Baltimore, the FBI 
discovered intelligence-gathering 
equipment on board a vessel delivering 
ZPMC cranes to the Port of Baltimore. 
This allows China not only to advance 
its own economic interests but also to 
potentially disrupt shipping access and 
gather intelligence on U.S. military 
movements. 

The Strategic Ports Reporting Act is 
a necessary and timely response to this 
threat. It is not just about commercial 
competition. It is about transparency, 
preparedness, and safeguarding our na-
tional security so we can continue to 
project power, protect our economy, 
and secure our supply chains. 

This is a bipartisan and common-
sense step to protect the American peo-
ple. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill and send a clear message. The 
U.S. will not cede control of our crit-
ical infrastructure to our adversaries. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the bipartisan involvement of 
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the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
OLSZEWSKI). 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States needs 
a strategy to effectively mitigate 
threats from the PRC’s growing mari-
time influence through its investments 
in foreign ports. 

The report required under this bill 
will shine a light on the nature, the ex-
tent, and the intent of Beijing’s in-
volvement in port projects and mari-
time infrastructure around the world 
and will inform efforts by the United 
States Government to analyze the im-
pact of these ports on U.S. interests 
and our national security. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that all of my 
colleagues will join me in support of 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Mr. WITTMAN, on my side of the aisle. I 
especially thank those on the other 
side of the aisle, Mr. OLSZEWSKI and 
Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, and my good friend, 
the ranking member, Mr. MEEKS, for 
working through this. 

Mr. Speaker, peace through strength 
is a theme of the United States that we 
have had for a long time, and it is 
something that is imperative right 
now. Without stalwart diplomacy from 
the United States and its allies and 
economic partners, Communist China’s 
global reach will only mature, sowing 
instability and insecurity and, frankly, 
as I talked about, some economic chal-
lenges abroad. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the fact 
that the gentleman was talking a little 
bit about the private sector. I welcome 
and appreciate their involvement and 
their attempts to track and to analyze 
what is going on. 

These other attempts at offering that 
strategy and the mapping of the crit-
ical assets oftentimes lack up-to-date 
information and do not take into ac-
count the warfighter perspectives that 
President Trump’s DOD brings nor do 
they really use the lens of the U.S. na-
tional priorities. 

Mr. Speaker, that is why I believe 
that this legislation is so important. 
The Strategic Ports Reporting Act was 
deliberated and negotiated within the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, and 
a bipartisan consensus on the text was 
reached. That is where we are today. 

It remains imperative that the U.S. 
use all of its tools available to thwart 
malign Chinese influence and protect 
America’s national security, our eco-
nomic interests, and even our 
warfighters. That time is now, and I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
HUIZENGA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1701. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

b 1600 

STRENGTHENING THE QUAD ACT 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1263) to require a strategy for bol-
stering engagement and cooperation 
between the United States, Australia, 
India, and Japan and to seek to estab-
lish a Quad Inter-Parliamentary Work-
ing Group to facilitate closer coopera-
tion on shared interests and values. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1263 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening the Quad Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) as a Pacific power, the United States 

should continue to strengthen joint coopera-
tion between the United States, Australia, 
India, and Japan (commonly referred to as 
the ‘‘Quadrilateral Dialogue’’ or ‘‘Quad’’ and 
referred to as such in this Act) to enhance 
and implement a shared vision to meet re-
gional challenges and to promote a free, 
open, inclusive, resilient, and healthy Indo- 
Pacific, that is characterized by respect for 
democratic norms, rule of law, and market- 
driven economic growth, and is free from 
undue influence and coercion; 

(2) the United States should expand dia-
logue and cooperation through the Quad 
with a range of partners to support peace 
and prosperity, the rule of law, freedom of 
navigation and overflight, the peaceful reso-
lution of disputes, and democratic resilience 
in the Indo-Pacific; 

(3) the pledge from the first-ever Quad 
leaders meeting on March 12, 2021, to address 
shared challenges, including in public 
health, cyberspace, critical technologies, 
counterterrorism, quality infrastructure in-
vestment, and humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief, as well as maritime domains, 
laid the foundation for critical cooperation 
among Quad countries; 

(4) the Quad countries, working through 
institutions, including the United States 
International Development Finance Corpora-
tion, the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency, and the Japan Bank for Inter-
national Cooperation, and through partner-
ships with multilateral development banks 
such as the World Bank and the Asian Devel-
opment Bank, should finance development 
and infrastructure projects in the Indo-Pa-
cific region that are competitive, trans-
parent, and sustainable; 

(5) President Biden’s decision to elevate 
the Quad to the leader level was critical to 

bolstering cooperation, and all 4 countries 
should work to ensure that the Quad Lead-
ers’ Summit continues to take place regu-
larly; 

(6) the ambitious framework for ongoing 
cooperation laid out by the 4 leaders at the 
fifth convening of the Quad Leaders’ Summit 
in Hiroshima on May 20, 2023, should con-
tinue; 

(7) Secretary of State Marco Rubio hosted 
the Quad Foreign Ministers in Washington, 
DC on January 21, 2025—his first day in of-
fice—underscoring the continued importance 
of cooperation between the 4 democracies; 
and 

(8) the formation of a Quad Inter-Par-
liamentary Working Group will— 

(A) sustain and deepen engagement be-
tween senior officials of the Quad countries 
on a full spectrum of issues; and 

(B) be modeled on the successful and long- 
standing bilateral inter-parliamentary 
groups between the United States and Mex-
ico, Canada, and the United Kingdom, as well 
as other formal and informal parliamentary 
exchanges. 

SEC. 3. STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a 
strategy for bolstering engagement and co-
operation with the Quad. 

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The strat-
egy required by subsection (a) shall include 
the following: 

(1) A description of how the United States 
intends to demonstrate democratic leader-
ship in the Indo-Pacific through quadrilat-
eral engagement with Australia, India, and 
Japan on shared interests and common chal-
lenges. 

(2) A summary of— 
(A) current and past Quad initiatives 

across the whole of the United States Gov-
ernment, including to promote broad based 
and inclusive economic growth and invest-
ment, and to advance technology coopera-
tion, energy innovation, climate mitigation 
and adaptation, physical and digital infra-
structure development, education, disaster 
management, resilient supply chains includ-
ing in critical minerals, and global health se-
curity; 

(B) proposals agreed to by all Quad coun-
tries since January 2021 to deepen existing 
security cooperation, intelligence sharing, 
economic partnerships, and multilateral co-
ordination; and 

(C) initiatives and agreements undertaken 
jointly with Quad countries, in addition to 
other like-minded partners in the Indo-Pa-
cific, on areas of shared interest since Janu-
ary 2021. 

(3) A description of the diplomatic and bu-
reaucratic barriers and obstacles to imple-
menting and expanding existing streams of 
Quad cooperation. 

(4) A list of recommendations on how Con-
gress could assist in addressing the barriers 
described in paragraph (3), as well as— 

(A) any new authorities needed to 
strengthen United States leadership in and 
contribution to existing and proposed Quad 
initiatives and programs; and 

(B) additional resources needed to scale up 
and expand successful Quad initiatives and 
programs. 

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate. 
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SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUAD INTER-PAR-

LIAMENTARY WORKING GROUP. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall seek to enter 
into negotiations with the Governments of 
Australia, India, and Japan (collectively, 
with the United States, known as the 
‘‘Quad’’) with the goal of reaching a written 
agreement to establish a Quad Inter-Par-
liamentary Working Group to facilitate clos-
er cooperation on shared interests and val-
ues. 

(b) UNITED STATES GROUP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At such time as the gov-

ernments of the Quad countries enter into a 
written agreement described in subsection 
(a) to establish a Quad Inter-Parliamentary 
Working Group, there shall be established a 
United States Group, which shall represent 
the United States at the Quad Inter-Par-
liamentary Working Group. 

(2) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Group 

shall be comprised of not more than 24 Mem-
bers of Congress. 

(B) APPOINTMENT.—Of the Members of Con-
gress appointed to the United States Group 
under subparagraph (A)— 

(i) half shall be appointed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, based on 
recommendations from the minority leader, 
from among Members of the House, not fewer 
than 4 of whom shall be members of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs; and 

(ii) half shall be appointed by the President 
Pro Tempore of the Senate, based on rec-
ommendations of the majority leader and 
minority leader of the Senate, from among 
Members of the Senate, not fewer than 4 of 
whom shall be members of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations (unless the majority lead-
er and minority leader determine otherwise). 

(3) MEETINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States Group 

shall seek to meet not less frequently than 
annually with representatives and appro-
priate staff of the legislatures of Australia, 
India, and Japan, and any other country in-
vited by mutual agreement of the Quad 
countries. 

(B) LIMITATION.—A meeting described in 
subparagraph (A) may be held— 

(i) in the United States; 
(ii) in another Quad country during periods 

when Congress is not in session; or 
(iii) virtually. 
(4) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.— 
(A) HOUSE DELEGATION.—The Speaker of 

the House of Representatives shall designate 
the chairperson or vice chairperson of the 
delegation of the United States Group from 
the House from among members of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

(B) SENATE DELEGATION.—The President 
Pro Tempore of the Senate shall designate 
the chairperson or vice chairperson of the 
delegation of the United States Group from 
the Senate from among members of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

(5) PRIVATE SOURCES.—The United States 
Group may accept gifts or donations of serv-
ices or property, subject to the review and 
approval, as appropriate, of the Committee 
on Ethics of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Ethics of the Senate. 

(6) CERTIFICATION OF EXPENDITURES.—The 
certificate of the chairperson of the delega-
tion from the House of Representatives or 
the delegation of the Senate of the United 
States Group shall be final and conclusive 
upon the accounting officers in the auditing 
of the accounts of the United States Group. 

(7) ANNUAL REPORT.—The United States 
Group shall submit to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions of the Senate a report at the end of 

each year that outlines the group’s activities 
that year, including a description of its ex-
penditures, and its recommendations for en-
hancing the Quad. 

(8) ENGAGEMENT WITH U.S. OFFICIALS ON THE 
QUAD.—Senior United States officials shall 
provide regular updates and briefings to the 
United States Group, including leading up to 
and after major Quadrilateral dialogues, to 
ensure close coordination with Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on this matter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of H.R. 1263, the Strengthening the 
Quad Act, introduced by my friend, 
Ranking Member MEEKS, and the 
chairwoman of the East Asia and the 
Pacific Subcommittee, Congresswoman 
YOUNG KIM. 

This legislation is a strategic, for-
ward-thinking step that reinforces 
Congress’ unwavering commitment to 
a free, open, and secure Indo-Pacific. 

At a time when the Chinese Com-
munist Party is aggressively asserting 
its influence, militarizing the South 
China Sea, threatening Taiwan, coerc-
ing regional partners, and promoting 
authoritarianism, it is more critical 
than ever for the United States to 
deepen cooperation with like-minded 
democratic nations. 

The Quad, comprising the United 
States, India, Japan, and Australia, is 
not just another diplomatic forum. It 
is a powerful, strategic alliance built 
on unyielding values: respect for sov-
ereignty, unwavering commitment to 
the rule of law, promotion of fair trade, 
and a relentless defense of democratic 
governance. This partnership is a force 
for stability and accountability in an 
increasingly turbulent world. 

The Strengthening the Quad Act 
takes this partnership to the next 
level. It empowers this relationship by 
ensuring regular, high-level engage-
ment between the United States Con-
gress and the legislatures of the Quad 
nations, fostering deeper collaboration 
and mutual understanding. 

We have seen the power of early en-
gagement. On day one of President 
Trump’s administration, Secretary 
Rubio convened the first-ever Quad for-
eign ministers meeting, demonstrating 
our dedication to confronting evolving 
geopolitical challenges alongside our 
democratic allies. 

By strengthening our partnership 
with the Quad, we are not just rein-
forcing alliances in the Indo-Pacific, 

we are drawing a clear line in the sand, 
or maybe the ocean as, Mr. Speaker, 
democratic values and the rule of law 
will, not might, shape the future of 
global power, not authoritarian coer-
cion. 

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the 
South and Central and Asia Sub-
committee, I support this legislation, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1263. 

I am the proud sponsor of this bill, 
the Strengthening the Quad Act, and I 
am grateful to Representative YOUNG 
KIM for introducing it with me along-
side Representatives BERA, HUIZENGA, 
and KAMLAGER-DOVE. 

The Quad is a diplomatic dialogue 
the United States has established with 
the Governments of Japan, Australia, 
and India. It is a timely initiative with 
strong support in all four capitals and 
the support of three successive U.S. ad-
ministrations. President Trump helped 
relaunch the Quad during his first 
term. President Biden elevated the 
Quad to the leaders’ level and 
operationalized it. In addition, the sec-
ond Trump administration has em-
braced the Quad, as well. In fact, as Mr. 
HUIZENGA has said, Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio’s first diplomatic meeting 
was with the Quad foreign ministers. 

The reason the Quad is so important 
today is very simple. Freedom and de-
mocracy in the Indo-Pacific region and 
around the world are currently under 
attack. 

According to Freedom House, the 
world has experienced 19 consecutive 
years of decline in global freedom. 
Given this global crisis, America must 
lead with our values and harness re-
gional diplomacy to bring democracies 
together like never before to foster co-
operation and find solutions to com-
plex challenges. In particular, in the 
Indo-Pacific, one of the best tools we 
have to do that is the Quad. 

The Quad allows us to work with 
three leading Indo-Pacific democracies 
to showcase the heft of open markets 
and open societies. In the face of the 
PRC’s authoritarian model, we must 
demonstrate to the region that democ-
racies can and will deliver results. 

On this, Republicans and Democrats 
agree that the Quad is integral for a 
free and open Indo-Pacific. However, to 
ensure the Quad’s success and lon-
gevity, we need to identify and pursue 
clear objectives and deepen political 
and institutional support in all four of 
the capitals. 

This is why H.R. 1263 calls on the 
State Department to develop a long- 
term strategy for the Quad. The strat-
egy and report to Congress will allow 
successive administrations to set ambi-
tious benchmarks and to partner with 
Congress to meet them. 

My bill also establishes a Quad Intra- 
Parliamentary Working Group to fa-
cilitate engagement and cooperation 
among the legislatures of the four de-
mocracies. Inter-Parliamentary en-
gagement will expand diplomatic ties 
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and strengthen oversight of our respec-
tive governments in order to enhance 
the Quad’s effectiveness. 

It will also help to sustain political 
support and resources for the Quad in 
all four nations. It is simply a very im-
portant bill to further democracy in 
the Indo-Pacific. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join in supporting this meas-
ure, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
KIM), who is the chair of the Sub-
committee on East Asia and the Pa-
cific. 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I thank Rep-
resentative HUIZENGA for yielding, and 
I thank our ranking member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, Rep-
resentative MEEKS, also for managing 
this on the House floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1263, the Strengthening the 
Quad Act. 

As you have heard, Mr. Speaker, the 
Quad comprises four nations: the 
United States, Japan, India, and Aus-
tralia. It is the cornerstone of our 
strategy to promote a free and open 
Indo-Pacific, counter the Chinese Com-
munist Party, or CCP, and maintain 
stability and U.S. interests in what the 
Department of Defense has deemed the 
priority theater. 

Against the backdrop of the CCP’s 
militarization of the South China Sea, 
coercive economic practices, and terri-
torial disputes, the Quad amplifies our 
four democracies’ deterrence and eco-
nomic, defense, and technological co-
operation. 

The Strengthening the Quad Act 
takes our alliance a step further by 
creating a comprehensive Quad strat-
egy and establishing a Quad Inter-Par-
liamentary Working Group that rein-
forces America’s commitment to our 
allies in the region. 

I have seen the benefit of inter-par-
liamentary working groups coming to-
gether, having worked on one of those 
in the past, and I think this is going to 
really bring all of our interested par-
ties together to really work on finding 
solutions to keep our strategic security 
partnerships stronger. 

Now is the time to ramp up the 
Quad’s collaboration on maritime secu-
rity, cybersecurity, and efforts to 
counter disinformation to protect our 
allies and friends, especially the Pa-
cific Island nations. They are counting 
on us to show up. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to co-lead 
this important legislation with Rep-
resentative MEEKS, and I urge all my 
colleagues to support the Strength-
ening the Quad Act. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, at this 
point, I have no further speakers, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bipartisan bill. 
I thank Representative YOUNG KIM for 

her work on this bill along with Mr. 
BERA, Mr. HUIZENGA, and Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE. 

This bill passed the House in the last 
Congress and also the one before that. 
With authoritarianism on the rise and 
our Indo-Pacific allies and partners in-
creasingly worried about the United 
States’ commitment to their region, 
passing this bill now and getting it 
signed into law will reassure our allies 
that the United States will remain en-
gaged at the highest of levels. 

This will help ensure that democ-
racies in the region can continue to de-
liver and that we stay committed and 
find success in our collective endeavor 
to maintain a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope all of my col-
leagues will join me and support this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the rank-
ing member’s work on this legislation, 
as well as the work of Chairwoman 
KIM, Mr. BERA, and Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE. This is what can happen when we 
come together and have our common 
interests as a nation be projected out 
to our allies. 

I have been involved in a number of 
other inter-parliamentary groups, 
IPGs, that really have allowed this 
body to build and foster relationships 
with others. It is those critical rela-
tionships, not just at the administra-
tive level, but also at that legislative 
level, that can work through some of 
the challenges that occur at times with 
our allies. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s pass this bill, 
Strengthening the Quad Act, and send 
an unmistakable message that the 
United States stands firm with our al-
lies, committed to peace through 
strength, prosperity through unity, and 
an unbreakable defense of democracy 
against authoritarian threats. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
HUIZENGA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1263. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Matthew 
Hanley, one of his secretaries. 

COMMUNITIES HELPING INVEST 
THROUGH PROPERTY AND IM-
PROVEMENTS NEEDED FOR VET-
ERANS ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 217) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to make permanent the 
pilot program authorized by the Com-
munities Helping Invest through Prop-
erty and Improvements Needed for Vet-
erans Act of 2016, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 217 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Communities 
Helping Invest through Property and Improve-
ments Needed for Veterans Act of 2025’’ or the 
‘‘CHIP IN for Veterans Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. EXPANDING AND EXTENDING A PILOT 

PROGRAM ON ACCEPTANCE BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS OF DONATED FACILITIES AND 
RELATED IMPROVEMENTS. 

(a) EXPANSION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2 of the Communities 

Helping Invest through Property and Improve-
ments Needed for Veterans Act of 2016 (Public 
Law 114–294; 38 U.S.C. 8103 note) is amended, in 
subsection (a)(1)— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), 
by striking ‘‘property’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) A minor construction, or nonrecurring 
maintenance, project of the Department.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such section 
is further amended— 

(A) in subsection (b)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘OF PROP-

ERTY’’; 
(ii) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by 

striking ‘‘the donation of a property’’ and in-
serting ‘‘a donation’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or 
project’’ after ‘‘property’’ each place it appears; 
and 

(iv) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘project,’’ 
after ‘‘improvements,’’; 

(B) in subsection (c)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), 

by striking ‘‘real property and improvements do-
nated under the pilot program’’ and inserting 
‘‘a donation’’; 

(II) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(III) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(IV) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(C) the performance of a minor construction, 
or nonrecurring maintenance, project of the De-
partment.’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (2)— 
(I) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘con-

struction of the facility’’ and inserting ‘‘dona-
tion’’; 

(II) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘main-
taining,’’ after ‘‘altering,’’; and 

(III) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘con-
struction of the facility’’ and inserting ‘‘dona-
tion’’; 

(C) in subsection (e)(1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘alter, maintain,’’ after ‘‘de-

sign,’’ both places it appears; 
(ii) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘real property and improve-

ments donated’’ and inserting ‘‘a donation’’; 
and 
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(II) by striking ‘‘of the real property and im-

provements’’; and 
(iii) in subparagraph (B)(ii)(I), by striking 

‘‘construction and donation of the real property 
and improvements’’ and inserting ‘‘donation’’; 
and 

(D) in subsection (g)(1), by striking ‘‘real 
property and improvements donated’’ and in-
serting ‘‘donations’’. 

(b) EXTENSION.—Such section is further 
amended, in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘Decem-
ber 16, 2026’’ and inserting ‘‘December 16, 2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks on H.R. 217, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

b 1615 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 217, as amended. This bill was 
introduced by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BACON), my good friend 
and colleague. 

This bill would reauthorize the CHIP 
IN pilot program for another 5 years 
while expanding it nationwide. This 
pilot program has enabled public-pri-
vate partnerships with VA to help fund 
the construction of projects for 
healthcare facilities. It is set to expire 
next year. 

In Omaha, Nebraska, VA and local 
partners used this authority to build 
an outpatient clinic 1 year ahead of 
schedule and $35 million under budget. 
They delivered to veterans in Nebraska 
a modern state-of-the-art facility. With 
this bill, we would move VA to pursue 
even more public-private partnerships 
across the country to build new facili-
ties in communities where veterans 
need them the most. 

I thank my friend, Representative 
BACON, for his work to bring the CHIP 
IN program to communities nation-
wide. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 217, as amend-
ed, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
217, the CHIP IN for Veterans Act, as 
amended. 

Now more than ever, VA needs flexi-
bility and creative methods to address 
its infrastructure needs. This legisla-
tion extends through 2031 a pilot pro-
gram that allows VA to accept dona-
tions of properties to meet its strategic 
capital investment project needs. It 
also expands the types of donations 
that VA can accept, to include minor 

construction and nonrecurring mainte-
nance projects. 

VA’s infrastructure needs are esti-
mated to be over $150 billion, and those 
needs are growing every day. The aver-
age age of VA medical centers is over 
60 years old, and many have retro-
fitting and maintenance needs that are 
not addressed under VA’s existing 
budget requests. 

This pilot program presents an op-
portunity to find creative solutions, 
where possible, to address VA’s infra-
structure needs. Non-Federal entities 
may donate either real property that 
already includes a constructed facility 
or that can be used as a site of a new 
facility constructed by the donor, or 
entities may donate a facility to be 
constructed on property VA already 
owns. 

Under the CHIP IN for Veterans Act, 
donors must independently donate the 
real property, improvements, goods, or 
services for the project in an amount 
acceptable to VA and at no additional 
cost to the government. 

So far, VA has received donations re-
sulting in two medical facilities, an 
ambulatory care center in Omaha, Ne-
braska, which began seeing patients in 
2020, and an inpatient medical center in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, which is expected to 
open next year. 

Under the existing CHIP IN for Vet-
erans Act authority, VA has only been 
able to accept donations that result in 
major construction projects, which are 
projects for which Congress has appro-
priated at least $20 million. 

H.R. 217, as amended, would expand 
the CHIP IN program to include minor 
construction and nonrecurring mainte-
nance projects. This would allow VA to 
accept donations of smaller outpatient 
clinics or to make improvements or 
build additions to existing facilities. 
Hopefully, with this expanded author-
ity, VA will be able to attract even 
more donations. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 217, the 
CHIP IN for Veterans Act of 2025, as 
amended, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BACON), the sponsor of this 
bill, who has lived and seen what it has 
done. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chair and ranking member for this op-
portunity. This is a win for veterans 
from coast to coast, all 50 States, Puer-
to Rico, you name it. This is a win for 
veterans. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 217, 
Communities Helping Invest through 
Property and Improvements Needed for 
Veterans Act of 2025, or the CHIP IN 
for Veterans Act, a bipartisan bill that 
strengthens and expands a proven pro-
gram to deliver modern healthcare fa-
cilities for our Nation’s veterans more 
efficiently and at a lower cost to tax-
payers. 

H.R. 217 leverages the success of the 
CHIP IN for Veterans Act of 2016. We 

have extended it twice, and it is going 
to expire in 2026 if we don’t get this bill 
done today. 

H.R. 217, as amended, would reau-
thorize the pilot program and clarify 
the original intent of the program to 
allow the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to accept donations of real prop-
erty from non-Federal partners for the 
construction, improvement, or renova-
tion of VA medical facilities. 

The bill changes current law to des-
ignate that eligible projects may in-
clude minor construction and non-
recurring maintenance, in addition to 
the major construction projects. These 
revisions are intended to expand par-
ticipation in the CHIP IN program and 
accelerate the delivery of modernized 
VA infrastructure for veterans across 
the country. 

I want to stress something that the 
chairman mentioned earlier in his 
comments. The first example of this 
use was completed in 2020. The VA pro-
grammed a total of $135 million to 
build a new ambulatory clinic in 
Omaha. We built that facility at the 
cost of $80 million at a higher speci-
fication and at better requirements, 
better across the board than what the 
VA would have done by itself, a $55 
million savings. On top of that, we 
took $30 million in philanthropic 
money and offset that $85 million down 
to $55 million. 

In all, we saved the taxpayers $80 
million on this one project, and we are 
looking to do it again with the inpa-
tient facility, where we think we can 
save a half-billion dollars for the VA 
and provide a better clinic for inpa-
tient care for our veterans. 

This trailblazing partnership deliv-
ered a 157,000-square-foot outpatient fa-
cility that serves hundreds of veterans 
each day using eight primary care clin-
ics, a first-of-its-kind women’s 
healthcare clinic, and one specialty 
care clinic, a surgical suite with five 
operating rooms, including pre- and 
post-op space, radiology, and an onsite 
lab. The facility offers a satellite phar-
macy with retail services. 

This has become a national model for 
how a non-Federal investment can sup-
plement VA’s investment while reduc-
ing the cost for the Federal Govern-
ment. The success of this project in-
spired a second facility in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, as the ranking member said. The 
GAO has even recommended that the 
VA share lessons learned from the 
Omaha project to replicate its effi-
ciency and innovation. 

I cannot emphasize enough the crit-
ical role of public-private partnerships 
in expanding access to high-quality 
healthcare for our Nation’s veterans. 
The Omaha facility is a testament to 
what is possible when the public and 
private sectors come together. 

There are so many people in our 
country who have done well, and they 
want to invest in our veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the 
CHIP IN for Veterans Act. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 May 20, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19MY7.009 H19MYPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2123 May 19, 2025 
H.R. 217, the CHIP IN for Veterans Act, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I 
encourage all of our Members to sup-
port H.R. 217, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 217, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS ACCESSIBILITY ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1147) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish the Veterans 
Advisory Committee on Equal Access, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1147 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Accessibility Advisory Committee Act of 
2025’’. 
SEC. 2. VETERANS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 

EQUAL ACCESS. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subchapter III of 

chapter 5 of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 

‘‘§ 549. Advisory Committee on Equal Access 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary 

shall establish an advisory committee on 
matters relating to accessibility of the De-
partment for individuals with disabilities. 

‘‘(2) The advisory committee established 
under paragraph (1) shall be known as the 
‘Veterans Advisory Committee on Equal Ac-
cess’ (in this section referred to as the ‘Advi-
sory Committee’). 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.—(1) The Advisory Com-
mittee shall be composed of 15 voting mem-
bers, appointed by the Secretary. In appoint-
ing such members, the Secretary shall en-
sure the following: 

‘‘(A) Four are veterans with disabilities, 
including mobility impairment, hearing, vis-
ual, and mental or cognitive disabilities. 

‘‘(B) Four are experts on issues described 
in subsection (f)(1)(A) or the provisions of 
law set forth under subsection (f)(1)(B). 

‘‘(C) Two are employees of the Department, 
one from the Section 508 Office and one from 
the Architectural Accessibility Program, 
who oversee the compliance of the Depart-
ment with Federal accessibility laws. 

‘‘(D) Five are representatives nominated 
by veterans service organizations, recognized 
under section 5902 of this title, that advocate 
for veterans with physical, sensory, mental, 
or cognitive disabilities. 

‘‘(2) The Advisory Committee shall also in-
clude four ex officio members (or their des-
ignees): 

‘‘(A) The Under Secretary for Health. 
‘‘(B) The Under Secretary for Benefits. 
‘‘(C) The Under Secretary for Memorial Af-

fairs. 

‘‘(D) The chairperson of the Architectural 
and Transportation Barriers Compliance 
Board established by section 502 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 93–112; 29 
U.S.C. 792). 

‘‘(c) TERMS; VACANCIES.—(1) A member of 
the Advisory Committee shall be appointed 
for a term of two years. The Secretary may 
reappoint members to the Advisory Com-
mittee for such additional two-year terms as 
the Secretary determines appropriate. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall fill a vacancy in 
the Advisory Committee in the same manner 
as the original appointment not later than 
180 days after such vacancy occurs. 

‘‘(d) MEETINGS; SUBCOMMITTEES; QUORUM.— 
(1) The Advisory Committee shall meet not 
less frequently than twice each year. 

‘‘(2) The Advisory Committee may form 
subcommittees, which shall meet as often as 
required. 

‘‘(3) A majority of the members of the Ad-
visory Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

‘‘(e) CHAIRPERSON.—(1) Members of the Ad-
visory Committee shall select a Chairperson 
from among the members of the Advisory 
Committee. 

‘‘(2) If the position of Chairperson becomes 
vacant, the members of the Advisory Com-
mittee shall select a new Chairperson not 
later than 30 days after the date on which 
the position became vacant. 

‘‘(f) DUTIES.—(1) On a regular basis, the 
Secretary shall consult with and seek the ad-
vice of the Advisory Committee on the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) Improving the accessibility of the De-
partment for individuals with disabilities, 
including improving— 

‘‘(i) the accessibility of information of the 
Department, including electronic informa-
tion; 

‘‘(ii) the accessibility of the services and 
benefits furnished by the Department; 

‘‘(iii) the accessibility of the facilities of 
the Department; 

‘‘(iv) the accessibility of facilities of health 
care providers furnishing care or services 
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram under section 1703 of this title; and 

‘‘(v) the acquisition process of the Depart-
ment to ensure that products and services, 
including information technology and infor-
mation and communication technology (as 
defined in the standards issued by the Archi-
tectural and Transportation Barriers Com-
pliance Board pursuant to section 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 93– 
112; 29 U.S.C. 794d)), are accessible when pur-
chased. 

‘‘(B) Ensuring the compliance of the De-
partment with provisions of law that ensure 
equal access to Federal facilities, benefits, or 
services, for individuals with disabilities, in-
cluding the following: 

‘‘(i) The Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (Public Law 101–336; 42 U.S.C. 12101 et 
seq.). 

‘‘(ii) Sections 501, 504, and 508 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 (Public Law 93–112; 29 
U.S.C. 791, 794, and 794d). 

‘‘(iii) The Plain Writing Act of 2010 (Public 
Law 111–274; 5 U.S.C. 301 note). 

‘‘(iv) The 21st Century Integrated Digital 
Experience Act (Public Law 115–336; 44 U.S.C. 
3501 note). 

‘‘(v) The Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 
(Public Law 90–480; 42 U.S.C. 4151 et seq.). 

‘‘(2) In advising to the Secretary, the Advi-
sory Committee shall, focusing on the areas 
of greatest need for the Department— 

‘‘(A) assess the disability access needs of 
veterans, the public, and Department em-
ployees, for full access to the Department’s 
information, services, and benefits, by re-
viewing relevant information, such as filed 
complaints by people with disabilities or 
physical assessments of the Department’s fa-
cilities; 

‘‘(B) provide assessments of accessibility 
at the Department and the compliance of the 
Department with applicable provisions of 
law relating to disability and accessibility; 
and 

‘‘(C) provide advice on improving accessi-
bility at the Department, including the ac-
cessibility of all— 

‘‘(i) communications, including internal 
and public-facing; 

‘‘(ii) services and benefits; and 
‘‘(iii) facilities. 
‘‘(3) REPORTS.—(A) Not later than two 

years after the date of the first meeting of 
the Advisory Committee, and not less fre-
quently than once every two years there-
after, the Advisory Committee shall submit 
to the Secretary a report that, focusing on 
areas of greatest need for the Department— 

‘‘(i) identifies and assesses access barriers 
affecting veterans, the public, and employees 
of the Department; 

‘‘(ii) determines the extent to which the 
programs and activities of the Department 
address the barriers identified in clause (i), 
including compliance of the Department 
with provisions of law relating to accessi-
bility law and reporting; 

‘‘(iii) provides recommendations and access 
priorities to improve the accessibility of the 
Department’s services, benefits, information, 
technology, and facilities; 

‘‘(iv) provides a description of access im-
provements and assesses the Department’s 
implementation of recommendations from 
previous reports of the Advisory Committee, 
including any unmet recommendations that 
remain necessary for improving accessibility 
for the Department; and 

‘‘(v) provides any recommendations for leg-
islation, administrative action, or other ac-
tions that the Advisory Committee deter-
mines appropriate. 

‘‘(B)(i) Not later than 90 days after the re-
ceipt of a report required under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall submit to the 
appropriate congressional committees a copy 
of such report and any comments and rec-
ommendations of the Secretary concerning 
such report that the Secretary determines 
appropriate. 

‘‘(ii) The Secretary shall publish on a pub-
licly accessible website of the Department 
such report and such comments and rec-
ommendations as may have been submitted 
along with such report. 

‘‘(iii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘ap-
propriate congressional committee’ means— 

‘‘(I) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; 

‘‘(II) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the Senate; 

‘‘(III) the Committee on Education and 
Workforce of the House of Representatives; 
or 

‘‘(IV) the Special Committee on Aging of 
the Senate. 

‘‘(g) ADVISORY COMMITTEE PERSONNEL AND 
RESOURCE MATTERS.—(1) A member of the 
Commission who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government shall not 
be compensated for the performance of the 
duties of the Advisory Committee. 

‘‘(2) A member of the Advisory Committee 
shall be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, at rates au-
thorized for employees of agencies under sub-
chapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, while away 
from their homes or regular places of busi-
ness in the performance of services for the 
Advisory Committee. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall ensure that such 
personnel, funding, and other resources are 
made available to the Advisory Committee 
as the Secretary determines appropriate to 
carry out the duties of the Advisory Com-
mittee. 

‘‘(4) The Secretary shall furnish to the Ad-
visory Committee such information as the 
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Advisory Committee may request from the 
Secretary, subject to applicable provisions of 
law. 

‘‘(h) TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—The Advisory Committee shall ter-
minate on the date that is seven years after 
the date of the enactment of the Veterans 
Accessibility Advisory Committee Act of 
2025.’’. 

(b) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by adding, after the item relating 
to section 548, the following new item: 
‘‘549. Advisory Committee on Equal Access.’’. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION; ABOLITION OF INAC-
TIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and before establishing the Vet-
erans Advisory Committee on Equal Access 
under section 549 of title 38, United States 
Code, as added by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall— 

(1) abolish an advisory committee of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs that— 

(A) was not established by an Act of Con-
gress; and 

(B) is inactive; 
(2) consolidate two advisory committees 

described in paragraph (1); or 
(3) submit to the Committees on Veterans’ 

Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a recommendation to abolish an 
advisory committee of the Department 
that— 

(A) was established by an Act of Congress; 
and 

(B) is inactive. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION ON LIMITATION OF CERTAIN 

PENSION PAYMENTS TO VETERANS 
ADMITTED TO NURSING FACILITIES. 

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 30, 
2031’’ and inserting ‘‘January 31, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1147 offered by my colleague, 
Representative DAVID VALADAO of Cali-
fornia. The bill would direct the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to estab-
lish a veterans advisory committee on 
equal access. 

The committee would advise the VA 
Secretary on how the Department can 
improve access to VA benefits, serv-
ices, information, and facilities for in-
dividuals with disabilities. The com-
mittee would bring together veterans 
with disabilities, subject matter ex-
perts, VA employees, and representa-
tives of veterans service organizations 
to make sure that the Secretary is get-
ting the best advice from the right peo-
ple. 

Mr. Speaker, it goes without saying 
that this is long overdue. Americans 

with disabilities are entitled to equal 
access to healthcare and benefits na-
tionwide. That includes the VA. Con-
gress made it clear, through the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act and other 
laws, that this is the case. 

While VA has made progress in re-
cent years, the promise of equal access 
for individuals with disabilities has not 
been fully achieved. 

We know these accessibility gaps 
still exist, and I thank the VSO com-
munity for their work to shine a spot-
light on these issues. The goal of this 
legislation is to eliminate accessibility 
gaps and achieve universal access for 
veterans living with disabilities, as 
they are entitled to by law. 

This is an important goal, and I be-
lieve the advisory committee is well 
justified. 

I also share many of my colleagues’ 
concerns about the growth of advisory 
committees in the Federal Govern-
ment. There are simply too many. That 
is why this legislation would direct VA 
to eliminate or consolidate an inactive 
advisory committee. 

I thank Representative VALADAO for 
his commitment to resolving this 
issue. This bill passed the House unani-
mously last Congress, and there is no 
reason why it should not receive the 
same bipartisan support this Congress 
and be signed into law. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1147, as amend-
ed, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1147, the Veterans Accessibility 
Advisory Committee Act of 2025, as 
amended. This bill establishes an advi-
sory committee that brings disabled 
veterans’ voices into the fold and pro-
vides a seat at the table with top deci-
sionmakers at VA. 

Access is an issue I have sought to 
champion during my time in Congress 
and particularly during my time with 
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Disabled veterans still face many 
barriers in accessing the care and serv-
ices they have rightfully earned. Those 
barriers deserve the time and attention 
of a VA advisory committee so that ex-
perts can come together to improve 
how veterans with disabilities access 
their care and benefits. 

Advocates like the Blinded Veterans 
Association, Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, and Disabled American Vet-
erans have been tireless voices in our 
communities, raising awareness of 
these issues. Establishing a veterans 
accessibility advisory committee will 
provide a direct line for these voices to 
be heard and for change to be made at 
VA so that all veterans can access 
their care and benefits with ease. 

In a time of drastic change at the De-
partment, while President Trump and 
Secretary Collins are at the helm, en-
suring disabled veterans have a voice 
at the table is more important than 
ever. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. VALADAO), who is the spon-
sor of this bill. 

b 1630 
Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I thank 

the chairman for the time. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

support the Veterans Accessibility Ad-
visory Committee Act, which would 
make the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs more accessible for our disabled 
veterans. 

Our veterans have sacrificed so much 
for our country, and we have a respon-
sibility to make sure they receive the 
benefits and services they have earned. 

Sadly, too many disabled veterans 
face unnecessary obstacles in accessing 
care because of avoidable barriers at 
the VA. 

This bipartisan bill would create a 
permanent advisory committee within 
the VA, made up of disabled veterans, 
experts, and advocates who understand 
these challenges firsthand. 

This committee will give our vet-
erans a direct line to the Secretary of 
the VA, ensuring that their voices are 
heard and their needs are prioritized. 

This is a commonsense, bipartisan 
step to improve oversight, enhance ac-
cessibility, and uphold our Nation’s 
commitment to the men and women 
who have sacrificed so much defending 
our freedoms. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman BOST 
and his staff at the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs for their work on this 
important bill which makes the VA 
more accessible for our disabled vet-
erans that it serves. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
more speakers, and I am ready to close. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield myself the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in passing H.R. 1147, 
the Veterans Accessibility Advisory 
Committee Act of 2025, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1147, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SIMPLIFYING FORMS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS ACT 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:25 May 20, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19MY7.010 H19MYPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

7X
7S

14
4P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2125 May 19, 2025 
(H.R. 1286) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into 
an agreement with a federally funded 
research and development center for an 
assessment of forms that the Secretary 
sends to claimants for benefits under 
laws administered by the Secretary, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1286 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Simplifying 
Forms for Veterans Claims Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF FORMS 

THAT THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS SENDS TO CLAIMANTS. 

(a) AGREEMENT.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall seek to enter 
into an agreement with an FFRDC for an as-
sessment of forms that the Secretary sends to 
claimants. 

(b) ASSESSMENT.—An FFRDC that enters to 
an agreement under subsection (a) shall submit 
to the Secretary a written assessment, made in 
consultation with covered entities, of such 
forms. The assessment shall include the rec-
ommendations of the FFRDC regarding how the 
Secretary may make such forms clearer to claim-
ants and better organized. 

(c) REPORT; IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 
90 days after the Secretary receives the assess-
ment under subsection (b), the Secretary shall— 

(1) submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives 
a copy of such assessment; and 

(2) implement the recommendations in the as-
sessment that are in compliance with the laws 
administered by the Secretary. 

(d) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—The 
Secretary shall complete the implementation of 
such recommendations pursuant to subsection 
(c)(2) by not later than two years after the date 
on which the Secretary commences such imple-
mentation. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘FFRDC’’ means a federally 

funded research and development center. 
(2) The term ‘‘covered entities’’ includes— 
(A) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; 
(B) an expert in laws administered by the Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs; 
(C) a veterans service organization recognized 

under section 5902 of title 38, United States 
Code; 

(D) an entity that advocates for veterans; and 
(E) an entity that advocates for survivors of 

veterans. 
(3) The term ‘‘claimant’’ has the meaning 

given such term in section 5100 of title 38, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN LIMITS ON PAY-

MENTS OF PENSION. 
Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 

Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 30, 
2031’’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2031’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
1286, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1286, as amended. The bill was 
introduced by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BRESNAHAN), my 
friend and colleague. 

This bill would require VA to con-
tract with research entities to improve 
the forms that VA requires veterans 
and their families to fill out through-
out the VA claims process. 

Incorrectly filling out these forms 
can force veterans to wait longer for a 
decision on their claim and cause vet-
erans to receive wrongful denials of 
their claim. 

Veterans and their advocates have 
told Congress time and time again how 
disorganized and difficult these forms 
can be. As a veteran myself, it has been 
a challenge for me to complete these 
forms for my own disability claims. 

We must make VA’s standard forms 
more understandable for veterans so 
they can more easily access their 
earned VA benefits. This bill would do 
just that. 

Representative BRESNAHAN’s com-
monsense bill would ensure that Con-
gress continues to push VA forward to 
better serve veterans, and I am proud 
to co-lead it. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1286, as amended, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1286, Simplifying Forms for Veterans 
Claims Act, as amended. 

Time and time again we hear from 
veterans that they cannot make heads 
or tails out of some of the forms nec-
essary to access veterans’ benefits. Not 
only have we heard it from veterans, 
but we have also heard it from accred-
ited experts who assist in preparing 
disability claims. 

This must be corrected. We cannot 
have veterans leaving earned benefits 
on the table because they put a piece of 
information on a line below where it 
should have been because the form was 
hard to understand. 

It is not a stretch to think of a vet-
eran attempting to file for a claim in 
their later years when their eyes don’t 
see as well or they can’t remember all 
the minute details from service long 
ago. 

That can be a frustrating experience, 
and H.R. 1286 proposes that the VA 
enter into an agreement with a feder-
ally-funded research and development 
center to assess the forms VA is cur-
rently using. 

Sometimes, when you are so close to 
a problem, it is hard to see what the 
core of the issue is. This bill will allow 
fresh eyes to review and study the 
forms VA uses in order to find areas for 
improvement. These could be small 
fixes that lead to positive improvement 
in a veteran’s life. 

As we work to better the veterans’ 
experience, we should be looking at 
making large programs better. We 
should be looking at building new 
state-of-the-art facilities with tech-
nology that integrates seamlessly be-
tween agencies, doctors, and depart-
ments. We should be making big 
changes which make big impacts, but 
we should also commit to small 
changes that can also improve the vet-
eran experience. 

That is what this bill does. It starts 
to move in the direction of making 
forms easier for our veterans to review, 
complete, and ultimately get their 
earned benefits. 

I support this bill and the agreement 
to enter into a study to see where there 
is room for improvement as veterans 
seek better access to their earned bene-
fits. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill and to con-
tinue to advocate for a better veteran 
experience, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. BRESNAHAN), the sponsor 
of this bill and the Representative from 
Pennsylvania’s Eighth District. 

Mr. BRESNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman BOST for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored today to 
speak on H.R. 1286, the Simplifying 
Forms for Veterans Claims Act. 

I am proud to lead this bipartisan bill 
with the support of Chairman BOST and 
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

When our veterans return home from 
serving our country, they are often 
tasked with filling out dozens of pages 
of paperwork just to receive the bene-
fits they rightfully earned. 

These forms are often confusing, dif-
ficult to navigate, and duplicative. It is 
crucial that our veterans and survivors 
understand how to fill out each form 
completely and accurately because 
failure to do so can result in delays in 
processing their claim, delays in re-
ceiving a decision on their claim, or 
even a denial of their claim. 

Veterans and survivors are often 
forced to rely on Veteran Service Orga-
nizations, VSOs, to assist them with 
completing forms because these VA 
standard forms, including their at-
tached instructions, can be disorga-
nized and confusing to navigate. These 
VSOs have highlighted the need to im-
prove VA’s standard forms so that they 
are more straightforward and user 
friendly. 

That is why I introduced the Simpli-
fying Forms for Veterans Claims Act. 
It would require the VA to contract 
with a nonpartisan, federally-funded 
research entity to conduct a study on 
and provide recommendations for re-
vising VA forms to be more under-
standable for veterans and their sur-
vivors. 

Our military members dedicated 
their lives to serving our Nation. The 
last thing they need when they come 
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home are mountains of daunting paper-
work. Veterans and their families have 
the best chance of accessing their 
earned VA benefits and should not be 
subjected to a VA claims process that 
is more difficult and stressful than nec-
essary. 

Pennsylvania’s Eighth Congressional 
District is home to 40,000 veterans. I 
am proud to spearhead this legislation 
for each and every one of them and 
their families. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1286 because we owe our veterans 
a system that works efficiently and ef-
fectively on their behalf. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 1286, Simplifying Forms for Vet-
erans Claims Act, as amended, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1286, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

VA HOME LOAN PROGRAM 
REFORM ACT 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1815) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to take certain ac-
tions in the case of a default on a home 
loan guaranteed by the Secretary, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1815 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Home 
Loan Program Reform Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS TO TAKE CERTAIN 
ACTIONS IN THE CASE OF A DE-
FAULT ON A HOME LOAN GUARAN-
TEED BY THE SECRETARY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3732 of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘obliga-

tion’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘loan’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) by amending subparagraph (A) to read 

as follows: 
‘‘(A) The Secretary may, under terms and 

conditions determined by the Secretary— 
‘‘(i) pay the holder of a loan guaranteed 

under this chapter an amount necessary to 
avoid the foreclosure of such loan; 

‘‘(ii) require the holder of the loan and the 
veteran obligated on the loan to execute all 
documents necessary to ensure the Secretary 
obtains a secured interest in the property 
covered by the loan; and 

‘‘(iii) require the holder of the loan to take 
any actions necessary to carry out this para-
graph, including preparing, executing, trans-
mitting, receiving, and recording documents, 
and requiring the holder of the loan to place 
the loan in forbearance.’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘obli-
gation’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘housing loan’’; and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraphs: 

‘‘(C)(i) Any decision by the Secretary 
under this paragraph is final and is not sub-
ject to judicial review. 

‘‘(ii) For purposes of section 511 of this 
title, any decision under this paragraph shall 
not be treated as a decision under a law that 
affects the provision of benefits. 

‘‘(D)(i) The Secretary may establish stand-
ards for processing payments under this 
paragraph based on a certification by a hold-
er of a loan guaranteed under this chapter 
that the holder has complied with all appli-
cable requirements established by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(ii) The Secretary shall carry out, on a 
random-sampling basis, post-payment audits 
to ensure compliance with all requirements 
described in clause (i).’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘obliga-
tion’’ and inserting ‘‘loan’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-

ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-
section—’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection:’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (10)(B)(i), by striking 
‘‘forebearance’’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘forbearance’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(d) The Secretary shall prescribe loss 
mitigation procedures, including a manda-
tory sequence in which the holder of a loan 
guaranteed under this chapter shall offer 
loss mitigation options (including an option 
to enter into a partial claim agreement 
under the VA Home Loan Program Reform 
Act) to a veteran, to help prevent the fore-
closure of such loan. The Secretary may not 
purchase an entire such loan until the vet-
eran has completed such sequence.’’. 

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER POWERS OF SEC-
RETARY.—Section 3720 of such title is amend-
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Notwith-
standing’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as provided 
in subsection (h), notwithstanding’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (f) through 
(h) as subsections (e) through (g), respec-
tively; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection (h): 

‘‘(h) The Secretary may not take any ac-
tion under paragraph (2), (3), (4), or (5) of sub-
section (a) with respect to a loan guaranteed 
under this chapter before the completion of 
the sequence of mitigation options offered to 
the veteran to whom the loan is made under 
section 3732(d) of this title.’’. 
SEC. 3. PARTIAL CLAIM PROGRAM OF THE DE-

PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 

37 of title 38, United States Code, is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion: 
‘‘§ 3737. Partial Claim Program 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
carry out a program, to be known as the 
‘Partial Claim Program’, under which the 
Secretary may make a partial claim, de-
scribed in subsection (b), with respect to a 
loan— 

‘‘(1) guaranteed under this chapter; 
‘‘(2) regarding the primary residence of the 

borrower; and 
‘‘(3) that the Secretary determines is in de-

fault or at imminent risk of default. 
‘‘(b) PARTIAL CLAIM DESCRIBED.—A partial 

claim described in this subsection, with re-
spect to a loan described in subsection (a), is 
the purchase by the Secretary of a portion of 
indebtedness under the loan, through a 
transaction under which the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) pays to the holder of the loan the 
amount of indebtedness, subject to sub-
section (c), that the Secretary determines 
necessary to help prevent or resolve a de-
fault; and 

‘‘(2) receives a secured interest in the prop-
erty that serves as collateral for the guaran-
teed loan, which is subordinate to the first 
lien guaranteed loan for such property. 

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION OF PARTIAL CLAIM.— 
(1)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the 
amount of a partial claim under this section 
with respect to a loan guaranteed described 
in subsection (a) may not exceed 25 percent 
of the unpaid principal balance of the loan 
on the date on which the partial claim is 
made. 

‘‘(B) In the case of an individual who failed 
to make a payment on a loan guaranteed 
under this chapter during the period begin-
ning on March 1, 2020 and ending on May 1, 
2025, the amount of a partial claim under 
this section may not exceed 30 percent of the 
unpaid principal balance of the guaranteed 
loan as of the date that the initial partial 
claim is made. 

‘‘(2)(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the 
Secretary may make only one partial claim 
per loan. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary may make an addi-
tional partial claim on a loan guaranteed 
under this chapter in the case of an indi-
vidual who failed to make a payment on such 
loan during— 

‘‘(i) a major disaster declared by the Presi-
dent under section 401 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5170); or 

‘‘(ii) the period of 120 days following such a 
major disaster. 

‘‘(3) An amount paid to the holder of a loan 
as a partial claim— 

‘‘(A) shall not count against the amount of 
a loan that may otherwise be guaranteed 
under this chapter; and 

‘‘(B) may not be applied to the portion of 
the loan that is guaranteed under this chap-
ter. 

‘‘(4) A holder of a loan guaranteed under 
such chapter for which the Secretary makes 
a partial claim under this section shall apply 
the amount paid by the Secretary for the 
partial claim first to arrearages, if any, on 
the guaranteed loan. Such arrearages may 
include any additional costs (such as taxes, 
insurance premiums, or homeowner’s dues) 
the Secretary determines necessary to pre-
vent or resolve a default. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary may enter into a con-
tract with an appropriate entity for the serv-
ice of a partial claim made by the Secretary 
under this section. Any such contract shall 
provide that such entity shall provide quar-
terly statements to the holder of the loan for 
which the Secretary makes the partial 
claim. 

‘‘(d) REQUIREMENTS OF LOAN HOLDER.—(1) 
The Secretary may require the holder of a 
loan for which the Secretary makes a partial 
claim under this section to take any actions 
necessary to establish the partial claim, in-
cluding preparing, executing, transmitting, 
receiving, and recording loan documents. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall compensate the 
holder of such a loan appropriately, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, for the services re-
quired of such holder under this subsection. 
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‘‘(3) The Secretary may exercise the au-

thority of the Secretary under this sub-
section without regard to any other provi-
sion of law not enacted expressly in limita-
tion of this section that would otherwise 
govern the expenditure of public funds. 

‘‘(e) DEFAULT AND FORECLOSURE.—(1)(A) 
Notwithstanding section 3703(e) of this title, 
an individual who defaults on a loan for 
which the Secretary makes a partial claim 
made under this section shall be liable to the 
Secretary for any loss suffered by the Sec-
retary resulting from such default. Such a 
loss may be recovered in the same manner as 
any other debt due the United States. 

‘‘(B) In the event of default by an indi-
vidual on a loan for which the Secretary 
makes a partial claim made under this sec-
tion, the Secretary may reduce the aggre-
gate amount of guaranty or insurance hous-
ing loan entitlement available to the indi-
vidual under this chapter. 

‘‘(2) Notwithstanding section 2410(c) of 
title 28, an action to foreclose a lien held by 
the United States arising under a partial 
claim made under this section shall follow 
foreclosure procedures in accordance with 
State or local law where the property in-
volved is located. 

‘‘(f) DECISIONS BY THE SECRETARY.—(1) Any 
partial claim made under this section shall 
be made in the sole discretion of the Sec-
retary and on terms and conditions accept-
able to the Secretary that are consistent 
with this section. 

‘‘(2) Any decision by the Secretary under 
this section is final and conclusive and is not 
subject to judicial review. 

‘‘(3) For purposes of section 511 of this 
title, any decision under this section shall 
not be treated as a decision under a law that 
affects the provision of benefits. 

‘‘(g) COMPLIANCE.—(1) The Secretary may 
establish standards for processing payments 
under this section based on a certification by 
a holder of a loan guaranteed under such 
chapter that the holder has complied with 
all applicable requirements established by 
the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall carry out, on a 
random-sampling basis, post-payment audits 
to ensure compliance with all requirements 
under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(h) GUIDANCE WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN 
LOANS.—(1) With respect to a loan described 
in paragraph (2), the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) before prescribing regulations, issue 
administrative guidance regarding the mak-
ing of a partial claim relating to such loan; 
and 

‘‘(B) establish, through such guidance, ad-
ditional requirements applicable to such a 
partial claim. 

‘‘(2) A loan described in this paragraph is a 
loan that the Secretary determines was in 
default on the date of the enactment of this 
section. 

‘‘(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to limit the 
authority of the Secretary under subsections 
(a) and (d) of section 3732 of this title. 

‘‘(j) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may not 
make a partial claim under this section after 
the date that is five years after the date of 
the enactment of this section.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 3736 the following new item: 
‘‘3737. Partial Claim Program.’’. 
SEC. 4. STRATEGY OF THE SECRETARY OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS REGARDING THE 
EFFECT OF CERTAIN LITIGATION. 

Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees 
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House 
of Representatives a report on the strategy 

of the Secretary to ensure that a veteran 
who seeks to purchase a home with a loan 
guaranteed under chapter 37 of title 38, 
United States Code, is not at a disadvantage 
when attempting to secure representation by 
a real estate agent or broker. Such strategy 
may include amendments to section 36.4313 
of title 38, Code of Federal Regulations. 
SEC. 5. INCREASE OF AUTHORIZATION OF AP-

PROPRIATIONS FOR COMPREHEN-
SIVE SERVICE PROGRAMS FOR 
HOMELESS VETERANS. 

Section 2016 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year 2015 and each subsequent fiscal year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘each of fiscal years 2015 
through 2024’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(8) $344,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 
and 2026. 

‘‘(9) $257,700,000 for each fiscal year there-
after through fiscal year 2030.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
1815, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1815, as amended, offered by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. VAN 
ORDEN), my friend and colleague. 

For the last year, House Republicans 
have raised concerns about the Biden 
administration’s creation of a VA Serv-
icing Purchase program, or the VASP 
program. 

Mr. Speaker, this Biden program was 
estimated to cost over $15 billion in tax 
dollars. It also puts the VA home loan 
program at risk for today and tomor-
row’s veterans. 

It was a bad program, and the Trump 
administration was right to stop it. 
However, I recognize that sometimes 
veterans and their families fall on hard 
times and veterans need a safety net. 

Mr. VAN ORDEN’s bill, H.R. 1815, as 
amended, is a fiscally responsible solu-
tion to enhance the VA home loan pro-
gram and give veterans the assistance 
they might need if they are in home 
loan debt. 

The bill is the result of over a year of 
discussions between VSOs, veterans, 
the lenders, and Members to properly 
establish a partial claim program for 
veteran homeowners should they need 
it. 

The bill is the only fiscally respon-
sible solution to a problem that Mr. 
VAN ORDEN and I have been sounding 
the alarm on for over a year. 

Instead of the VA running rampant 
and creating a program without Con-

gress’ intent, establishing a partial 
claim program where elected officials 
have made changes to improve a gov-
ernment program is how the democ-
racy should work. 

This bill would also require the VA 
to implement a strategic plan to en-
sure that veterans remain competitive 
in their home loan process. 

Finally, this bill includes the proper 
funding for the grant and per diem pro-
visions we passed in the Dole Act last 
year to fix the Biden administration’s 
mistake. 

Under my leadership, my committee 
will continue to honor its commitment 
to all veterans, including ensuring 
proper funding is provided to the GPD 
providers working to lift veterans out 
of homelessness. 

I thank everybody who has come to-
gether to get this bill to this place. 

I give special thanks to the Mortgage 
Bankers Association, Rocket Mort-
gage, the National Association of RE-
ALTORS, and the National Association 
of Mortgage Brokers for supporting 
this legislation and helping us get it to 
the finish line on behalf of our veterans 
and their families. 

I appreciate my Democrat colleagues 
for their bipartisan support of this leg-
islation. With their support, I hope we 
can get a good bill passed to the Senate 
quickly and then to the President’s 
desk very soon. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1815, as amend-
ed, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1815, the VA Home Loan Program Re-
form Act, as amended. 

We are, unfortunately, here to solve 
a crisis of the Trump administration’s 
own making. Due to the unilateral ac-
tions of President Trump and Sec-
retary Collins, over 80,000 veterans, 
servicemembers, and their families are 
now facing foreclosures on their homes. 

Let’s review how we got here. Our 
Nation faced an unprecedented crisis 
with COVID–19. That required action 
from VA to prevent the loss of hun-
dreds of thousands of homes when our 
economy ground to a halt. 

President Biden, with the support of 
Congress, took action. First, the Presi-
dent used existing authorities to pause 
foreclosures. Then with the authorities 
granted by the national disaster dec-
laration, the VA was able to implement 
a partial claims program, very similar 
to this very legislation we are consid-
ering today, saving tens of thousands 
of veterans from losing their homes. 

b 1645 
Mr. Speaker, Republicans, including 

Chairman BOST, urged President Biden 
to end the U.S. national emergency for 
COVID–19, which occurred on April 11, 
2023. 

Mr. Speaker, this resulted in VA los-
ing authorities to carry out a partial 
claims program, again, not unlike the 
legislation we are considering now. 
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At that moment, action was still 

critically needed. Our veterans would 
have lost their homes. The VA could no 
longer offer a partial claims program 
because, of course, the national emer-
gency was ended, so President Biden 
instituted a second foreclosure morato-
rium to give VA more time to offer a 
solution. 

Mr. Speaker, President Biden and 
Secretary Denis McDonough began to 
work in 2023 and launched the Veterans 
Affairs Servicing Purchase program, or 
VASP, on May 31, 2024. During that 
year, most lenders cooperated, and 
very few veteran foreclosures occurred. 

This new program, VASP, used ex-
plicit existing authorities granted by 
Congress to offer veteran homeowners 
a last resort before losing their homes. 
However, last month, Secretary Col-
lins, President Trump, and Elon 
Musk’s DOGE abruptly ended the 
VASP program, giving veterans no no-
tice that a critical lifeline for bor-
rowers was being taken away. 

This decision was pushed for and 
celebrated by Chairman BOST and Sub-
committee on Economic Opportunity 
Chairman VAN ORDEN. If the Speaker 
listens to them, they will argue that 
the program meant that VA would 
incur too much risk or that VA was not 
properly prepared to handle holding 
the loans of these veterans. 

Just so we are all clear, VA already 
holds the risks for loans in the home 
loan program. The program is called 
the Home Loan Guaranty Program. VA 
is guaranteeing that lenders are made 
whole if a veteran is foreclosed on. The 
lenders collect the interest, profit from 
the loan, and if a foreclosure happens, 
the lenders are paid first. 

Mr. Speaker, I will read from the 
VA’s own website: 

‘‘A VA home loan guaranty means 
that a purchaser obtains a loan 
through a private lender, such as a 
bank, credit union, or mortgage com-
pany. VA then works with the lender to 
guarantee the loan. If the homeowner 
defaults on the loan, VA will pay the 
debt to the lender.’’ 

Second, the claim that VA doesn’t 
know how to manage property or hold 
loans is just plain wrong. VA has an ex-
tensive property management port-
folio. VA testified before our com-
mittee earlier this year on its ability 
to hold the loans. VA already has en-
hanced-use leases on nearly 40 of its 
campuses, meaning VA is acting as a 
landlord that is managing property 
being used by lessees. 

Further, President Trump recently 
announced his intentions to own a 
massive housing property at the West 
L.A. campus. I look forward to working 
with the administration to make this 
happen, and this absolutely is evidence 
of VA’s ability to manage land and 
properties. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I and Members of 
Congress continue to field calls from 
veterans who learned from a press re-
lease that they are likely to lose their 
homes. These are veterans who saw the 

Secretary’s April 25 notice that the 
program was ending. These are the 
very same veterans who tried to apply 
for the program and who found out 
that the program had already closed. 

Mr. Speaker, the May 1 closing date 
was deceptive. In reality, these vet-
erans would have had to have sub-
mitted their paperwork much earlier in 
April. This is outrageous and cruel. In 
the chairman’s State of Illinois, over 
2,000 borrowers face foreclosure. In the 
bill sponsor’s State of Wisconsin, over 
600 borrowers face foreclosure. In my 
State of California, over 4,000 bor-
rowers face foreclosure. I could go on 
and on, but these borrowers had op-
tions to avoid foreclosure. Yet, these 
options are now severely limited. 

Many of these veterans are now 
afraid of speaking out against the VA 
in fear of retribution. They are dis-
abled veterans, Vietnam war-era vet-
erans, Gulf war veterans, and Active- 
Duty military members. These vet-
erans and these soldiers had our backs. 
Where is the Trump-Collins VA? It is 
unnecessarily pushing them into risk 
of foreclosure. 

As mortgage rates on the open mar-
ket remain high compared to recent 
years and with the closure of the VASP 
program, the only options available to 
these borrowers are either selling their 
home or being foreclosed upon. As 
VASP was the program of last resort, 
ending VASP has accelerated the risk 
to these borrowers. 

Mr. Speaker, that brings us to the 
legislation we are considering today. 
This legislation attempts to offer a 
lifeline to those the Trump administra-
tion has unnecessarily put at risk. It is 
not a perfect or a complete fix, and it 
is likely to be too late for many of the 
80,000 who are wondering today if they 
will still have a home in a month. Yet, 
it is necessary legislation that I urge 
the Department to implement quickly. 

In the minority views filed for this 
legislation, I continue to urge the Sec-
retary to reinstate some kind of assist-
ance for veteran borrowers until this 
legislation is signed into law and im-
plemented. That will take some time. 
Every veteran who loses their home 
will have no one to blame but Presi-
dent Trump and Secretary Collins. 

Mr. Speaker, it is not too late for 
Secretary Collins to act, and I hope 
veterans, VSOs, and housing groups 
continue to call on him to do so. I also 
call on my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle to join those efforts instead 
of celebrating the end of VASP. 

Mr. Speaker, I plan to support H.R. 
1815, as amended, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting it. 
This legislation should be expanding 
existing options for veterans to make 
veteran home foreclosures extremely 
rare and occurring only in the most ex-
treme cases. Instead, this is a Band-Aid 
that likely will arrive too late for 
many. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the other 
side of the aisle highlighting the prob-
lem that veterans are facing today. 
Thank goodness we are working on a 
solution right here with H.R. 1815, and 
we are going to be voting on it today. 

Mr. Speaker, the VA’s decision to 
phase out the Veterans Affairs Serv-
icing Purchase program, or VASP pro-
gram, was an important step by the 
Trump administration. This decision 
added billions of dollars to the VA 
budget without any assurance to the 
taxpayers that this was a good deci-
sion. Just last week, my office received 
information that, on top of paying $6.3 
billion to purchase VA loans, VA also 
spent an additional $1.5 billion just to 
support their financing. 

The average amount that a veteran 
had to pay back of their mortgage was 
actually less than $25,000. Instead of 
solving the problem, VA chose to pur-
chase the entire loan, costing an aver-
age of $321,000. In no way does it make 
sense to solve a $25,000 problem with a 
$321,000 solution. Only in government 
would you do that. 

The Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates that this bill would have saved 
money by keeping the veterans out of 
foreclosure. They estimated earlier 
this Congress that the continuing of 
VASP would cost the taxpayers over 
half a billion dollars in the next dec-
ade. That is why, under my leadership, 
House Republicans have sounded the 
alarm on the Biden administration pro-
gram and the risk it could bring to VA 
home loans. 

Mr. Speaker, I continue to urge sup-
port of H.R. 1815. It is a sensible bill. 
Representative VAN ORDEN and I will 
continue working on a cure to this 
problem. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. VAN ORDEN). 

Mr. VAN ORDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of my bill, H.R. 
1815, the VA Home Loan Program Re-
form Act. This legislation establishes a 
permanent partial claims program 
within the VA Home Loan Program, 
bringing VA in line with all of the 
other Federal agencies that lend mon-
eys for homes. 

As the chairman of the House Eco-
nomic Opportunity Subcommittee, I 
am responsible for the two most suc-
cessful programs the history of the 
United States Government has ever ad-
ministered, the GI home loan program 
and the GI VA home loan guaranty. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my responsibility 
to make sure that every Active-Duty 
servicemember, every veteran, and 
every American who chooses to join 
the military in the future has the op-
portunity to use this program to bor-
row money to fulfill the American 
Dream, which is homeownership. 

As stated previously, when an 
unelected series of bureaucrats in-
vented a program that has not existed 
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since someone first lent someone sea-
shells to buy a cave, they greatly en-
dangered that. I am incredibly proud of 
the Trump administration for standing 
up to stop this. 

As Chairman BOST noted, there was a 
$25,000 problem, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs threw a 
$320,000 wrench at it, and that had the 
potential to collapse this program over 
time. 

I will not allow that on my watch. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the chairman, 

Secretary Collins, and President Don-
ald J. Trump for helping to ensure that 
every American who has served, is 
serving, and will serve the United 
States of America to protect our free-
doms has the ability to fulfill the 
American Dream, which is homeowner-
ship. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I point out that the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST), the 
chairman, is making a mountain out of 
nothing. The greater risk either way to 
the government, the home loan pro-
gram, the VA is on the hook for these 
loans whether they hold them, or 
whether lenders hold the note. 

What we are talking about here is 
80,000 veterans with highly distressed 
loans being unnecessarily put at risk, 
and the Biden administration did what 
it could given changing circumstances 
from an expiring emergency authority, 
to having to put a second pause on any 
foreclosures on these veterans, to find-
ing a solution in VASP. 

I am supportive of a replacement to 
VASP, but it is inexplicable why the 
Secretary would suddenly, without no-
tice, end the program for veterans who 
very much right at this very moment 
would have liked to have applied for 
VASP before it had been terminated. 
Yet, as we speak, there is no solution. 
Regardless of how quickly we move in 
this Chamber or in the Senate, it is 
going to take time to stand up this re-
placement program in time. Mean-
while, we will see veterans lose their 
homes, all for a very flimsy reason. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, but context is important. This 
legislation is now critically important 
because of recent actions by this ad-
ministration. 

This legislation also includes funding 
for the homelessness programs passed 
as part of the Elizabeth Dole Act last 
Congress. The Trump-Collins VA con-
tinues to drag their feet on sections of 
the Dole Act that increase our ability 
to get homeless veterans housed and 
off of the streets. 

Mr. Speaker, I will address Chairman 
BOST’s remarks that the reason por-
tions of the Dole Act were not imple-
mented, regarding the grant and per 
diem sections for the homeless, were 
due to the Biden administration’s fail-
ure. 

b 1700 

This is not true. The Biden adminis-
tration clearly articulated the policy 

needed in the Dole Act. The chairman 
failed to include those in the bill before 
passage last Congress. 

Now, the Trump veteran housing cri-
sis first cuts off foreclosure assistance, 
driving veterans into homelessness, 
then blocks aid to homelessness pro-
viders. My colleagues want to claim 
today that we are fixing the Trump 
veteran housing crisis, but if they are 
serious, they need to join our calls for 
immediate action by Secretary Collins. 

First, we need to implement the Dole 
Act, including the section on aug-
mentations to the grant and per diem 
program for getting homeless off the 
streets. We need to stop the firing of 
veterans working at VA. We need to 
halt veteran foreclosures until, at the 
very least, the legislation we are con-
sidering today has been implemented. 
We need to bring back VASP to offer 
borrowers more avenues to keep their 
homes; otherwise, President Trump 
may see the number of homeless vet-
erans double in a single year. 

I will close by saying, again, that I 
support H.R. 1815, the VA Home Loan 
Program Reform Act, as amended, but 
action is truly needed before it is too 
late. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I do think a response is 
necessary to clear up what was spoken 
of from the other side of the aisle. One 
is that the Veterans Home Loan pro-
gram does not assume the entire loss of 
the existing program during VASP, but 
what it did is, because it is a loan guar-
antee, it was 25 percent. I think that 
needs to be clear for the record. 

This bill is the cure, I believe, for the 
problems that we are having right now. 
At least it gives off-step to secure 
these loans to make sure that as few as 
possible face foreclosure. It is a good 
bill. It is a good bill that will receive 
support from both sides of the aisle. 
The argument before was just that. It 
was an argument before. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MOORE of North Carolina). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1815, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VA BUDGET SHORTFALL 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1823) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Comptroller 
General of the United States to report 
on certain funding shortfalls in the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1823 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘VA Budget 
Shortfall Accountability Act’’. 
SECTION 2. FUNDING SHORTFALLS IN CERTAIN 

ADMINISTRATIONS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: RE-
VIEWS; REPORTS. 

(a) FIRST GAO REVIEW.— 
(1) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States shall 
begin a review regarding the circumstances sur-
rounding, and the causes of— 

(A) the shortfall in the funding of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration for fiscal year 
2024; and 

(B) the expected shortfall in the funding of 
the Veterans Health Administration in fiscal 
year 2025. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The review under this sub-
section shall include the following elements: 

(A) A comparison of monthly obligations and 
expenditures in relevant accounts against the 
spending plan of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

(B) Any transfers between accounts described 
in subparagraph (A). 

(C) The reasons for any significant diversions 
of obligations or expenditures from such spend-
ing plan. 

(D) An analysis of the accuracy of any projec-
tions or estimates relevant to diversions de-
scribed in subparagraph (C). 

(E) Remedial actions the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may take— 

(i) to improve the accuracy of supporting in-
formation submitted under section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, with respect to the 
Department; and 

(ii) to prevent funding shortfalls for the De-
partment. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
completing such review, the Comptroller General 
shall submit to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
a written report containing the results and find-
ings of such review. 

(b) SUBSEQUENT GAO REVIEWS.—In each of 
the five calendar years following the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
shall conduct a review including the elements 
described in subsection (a)(2), and submit a re-
port described in subsection (a)(3), regarding the 
funding of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for the most recent fiscal year to end before the 
date of such review. 

(c) REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS 
AFFAIRS.—Not later than 30 days after the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs receives a report of 
the Comptroller General under subsection (a) or 
(b), the Secretary shall submit such report to— 

(1) the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate; and 

(2) the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
1823, as amended. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1823, as amended. 
This bill was introduced by my friend 

and colleague, Representative JACK 
BERGMAN. This bill will create good 
government accounting and reporting 
practices in handling of VA’s multibil-
lion-dollar budget. 

General BERGMAN introduced this bill 
in response to a disastrous miscalcula-
tion during the Biden administration, 
which led to a fake budget shortfall. 

Last July, VA informed Congress 
about a potential $15 billion shortfall. 
VA said it needed the money for un-
precedented increases in benefits 
claims and healthcare services. This 
notice came after the Biden adminis-
tration had already submitted its VA 
budget request. 

Mr. Speaker, it should go without 
saying that VA should have known its 
financial situation much earlier than 
the time they told us about the short-
fall that ended up never existing. 

Now, according to VA Office of In-
spector General, the miscalculations 
stem from a lack of oversight, accu-
racy, and communication. It is time to 
change that. If there is anything that 
we have learned, it is that we need our 
eyes on the VA budget and their re-
views. I am proud to support General 
BERGMAN’S bill to do exactly that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1823, as amended, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in hesi-
tant support of H.R. 1823, the VA Budg-
et Shortfall Accountability Act of 2025, 
as amended. 

This bill requires the U.S. Govern-
ment Accountability Office to conduct 
a review of the circumstances sur-
rounding the budget shortfalls at the 
Veterans Benefit Administration in fis-
cal year 2024 and at the Veterans 
Health Administration in fiscal year 
2025. 

Upon completion, GAO will submit 
the report to VA, which must transmit 
it to the House and Senate Veterans 
Affairs Appropriations Committees. 

GAO is then required to complete 
five subsequent annual reviews of 
VHA’s and VBA’s budget execution for 
the preceding fiscal year. 

I am concerned that this legislation 
is duplicative of reports that have al-
ready been published by VA’s Office of 
Inspector General, and of work GAO is 
currently conducting that was initi-
ated under the Comptroller General’s 
authority. 

It is especially concerning that we 
are considering H.R. 1823 today, given 
the context of the letter Chairman 
BOST recently sent to the Department 
of Justice, urging the Attorney Gen-
eral to investigate three former Biden 

administration officials for criminal 
wrongdoing in handling last year’s 
budget shortfall. 

This bill should be viewed as political 
retaliation. It is not serious oversight. 
Give me a break. 

The reports recently issued by OIG 
have already determined that VA’s ex-
isting accounting and budget techno-
logical infrastructure is a primary 
cause of the shortcomings in VA’s 
monitoring of budget execution that 
led to the VBA and VHA shortfalls in 
fiscal years 2024 and 2025, respectively. 

This bill does nothing to address that 
and other underlying causes, and in-
stead seems to be designed to reopen 
investigation of previous errors. 

GAO’s resources could be put to bet-
ter use on more meaningful oversight 
of VA’s budget formulation and execu-
tion process to include the role of the 
Office of Management and Budget in 
determining VA’s annual budget re-
quests. This legislation will not accom-
plish that. 

While I find the intent of the bill to 
be retaliatory in nature in terms of the 
time it will waste looking back on the 
Biden administration budget, I do 
agree with my majority colleagues 
that the Trump administration budget 
formulation and execution process war-
rants scrutiny. 

For that reason, I am pleased that 
the majority added a provision to the 
bill before markup that requires GAO 
to review VA’s budget each year of the 
Trump administration. Secretary Col-
lins has already broken the law by re-
directing funds without congressional 
approval, and I worry that trend will 
continue over the next 4 years. I hope 
my colleagues will join me in rigorous 
oversight of the Trump administra-
tion’s approach to VA’s budget. I will 
not stand in the way of this bill’s pas-
sage today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BERGMAN), 
the chief sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman and the ranking member 
for supporting this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of my legislation, the VA 
Budget Shortfall Accountability Act, a 
bill that puts veterans first by ensur-
ing the systems meant to serve them 
are working as intended. 

Last July, the VA came to Congress 
with a dire warning: the agency was 
facing major funding shortfalls, nearly 
$3 billion for veterans’ benefits and ad-
ditional $12 billion for healthcare. 

The message was urgent: Without im-
mediate action, benefits could be de-
layed for millions of veterans. Congress 
acted quickly and responsibly to ap-
prove supplemental funding because 
when it comes to our veterans and 
their families, there can be no margin 
for error. 

Their peace of mind, their financial 
security, and their access to care are 
not negotiable. 

Just weeks later, we learned that 
there were, in fact, no shortfalls. Re-
vised financial estimates from the VA 
showed billions of dollars left unspent. 
While the shortfall didn’t actually 
exist, the panic, confusion, and sleep-
less nights for the veterans wondering 
whether they would receive care was 
very real, and it was avoidable. 

Mr. Speaker, the goal of H.R. 1823 is 
not to assign blame. It is to strengthen 
trust. Our veterans should never have 
to worry that an accounting error 
might prevent them from receiving 
their earned care and benefits. This bill 
simply ensures that the Comptroller 
General will audit the VA’s budgeting 
and accounting systems, identify where 
things went wrong, and help make sure 
it never happens again. 

Let’s be clear: The VA serves mil-
lions of veterans with dedication and 
compassion every day, but we can al-
ways do better and our veterans de-
serve nothing less. They have earned 
the peace of mind that comes from 
knowing their government is not only 
committed to them but equipped to 
serve them reliably. 

The VA Budget Shortfall Account-
ability Act is about reinforcing that 
commitment. This is not a partisan 
issue. It is about making sure we get it 
right for those who have served our Na-
tion every time. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to join me in 
supporting this bill, which will help en-
sure that our veterans never have to 
question whether their benefits and 
care will be there when they need 
them. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to share my posi-
tion on this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all Members to support this legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1823, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPROVING VA TRAINING FOR 
MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA 
CLAIMS ACT 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2201) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve claims, made 
under laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, regarding 
military sexual trauma, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2201 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Improving VA 
Training for Military Sexual Trauma Claims 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENT OF CLAIMS BASED ON 

MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA UNDER 
LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) TRAINING FOR EMPLOYEES WHO PROCESS 
SUCH CLAIMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 1166 
of title 38, United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘members of 
teams established under subsection (a) are 
trained’’ and inserting ‘‘each employee of the 
Department who processes such a claim, commu-
nicates with a claimant regarding evidence sup-
porting such a claim, or decides such a claim, 
receives annual sensitivity training and train-
ing’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraphs: 

‘‘(4) The Secretary shall ensure that training 
received by an employee under this subsection is 
appropriate for how much experience the em-
ployee has with such claims. 

‘‘(5) The Secretary shall update training 
under this subsection not less than once annu-
ally.’’. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and 
House of Representatives a report regarding— 

(A) training provided under such subsection 
before such date; and 

(B) plans of the Secretary to carry out the 
amendments made by paragraph (1). 

(b) EXPANSION OF DUTY TO ASSIST IN OBTAIN-
ING RECORDS FOR A COMPENSATION CLAIM.—Sec-
tion 5103A(c) of title 38, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and 

(2) by inserting, after paragraph (1), the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2): 

‘‘(2) In the case of a claim under section 1166 
of this title, the assistance provided by the Sec-
retary under this section shall include obtain-
ing— 

‘‘(A) the service personnel record of the claim-
ant; and 

‘‘(B) the service medical record of the claim-
ant.’’. 

(c) SENSITIVITY TRAINING FOR CERTAIN CON-
TRACTED HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS: REPORT; 
IMPROVEMENTS.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and House of Representatives a report on— 

(1) sensitivity training required for health 
care professionals and individuals who commu-
nicate with veterans to schedule examinations, 
contracted under section 504 of the Veterans’ 
Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 (Public Law 
104–275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note), to perform exami-
nations of veterans who make claims under sec-
tion 1166 of title 38, United States Code; and 

(2) the plan of the Secretary to— 
(A) improve such sensitivity training; and 
(B) ensure that a veteran who makes such a 

claim is not retraumatized during such an exam-
ination by such a contracted health care profes-
sional. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-

vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
2201, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support 

of H.R. 2201, as amended. This bill was 
introduced by my friend and colleague, 
Representative YOUNG KIM. 

This bill would require that VA 
claims processors and contracted dis-
ability compensation examiners under-
go annual sensitivity training to pre-
vent retraumatizing survivors of mili-
tary sexual trauma who are pursuing 
claims for VA benefits. 

The bill would also ensure that VA 
employees receive better training and 
obtain all relevant military service 
records so veterans can receive more 
accurate decisions on their military 
sexual trauma claims. 
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Because military sexual trauma 
often goes unreported, a veteran’s mili-
tary service records rarely prove that 
they experienced an MST. This bill 
would ensure that VA claims proc-
essors review and understand the types 
of evidence that can prove an MST 
claim. 

Further, veterans relive what they 
suffered through during service when 
they file a claim based on military sex-
ual trauma. We must ensure that every 
interaction VA has with them is trau-
ma-informed. 

Representative KIM’s bill would de-
crease the risk of retraumatizing vet-
erans who have endured MST. Her bill 
would also streamline the MST claims 
process for them so that these veterans 
can more easily access their disability 
benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 2201, as amended, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2201, the Improving VA Training for 
Military Sexual Trauma Claims Act, as 
amended. 

I think we can all agree that no one 
should ever, ever be subject to sexual 
violence while serving in the military. 
It is truly a tragedy that it happens at 
all, but sadly, it does. 

Unfortunately, it occurs to many 
men and women in our military ranks 
at a rate likely greater than that of 
the general public. That means that 
among some of the best people our 
country has, there are far too many 
who have been violated in the most 
personal of ways. 

Far too often, sexual assault in the 
military is perpetrated by those in po-
sitions of power, and far too often, 
these assaults are swept under the rug 
by the chain of command with the poor 
excuse that this is being done to avoid 
disrupting unit cohesion. This means 
that the victims of sexual assault are 

left to serve with and under their as-
sailants, watching them go unpunished 
for their crimes. This is a double indig-
nity that no one should ever have to 
suffer. 

Sexual trauma is unlike any other 
trauma. It has the ability to separate 
someone from their own body. It can 
make someone feel like they are a 
stranger in that body. It can make 
them feel unsafe in their own skin. 

The effects of this trauma are heart-
breaking and can be lasting. Asking 
victims of sexual violence to speak 
about it or provide physical evidence 
relating to it can be retraumatizing. 

Currently, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs requires that personnel 
managing claims of this type receive 
training on the subject every 5 years. 
That seems like a long time between 
training for such a sensitive subject 
and a unique type of concern, espe-
cially as the study and treatment of 
these issues evolves rapidly and new 
best practices are developed and imple-
mented. 

When it comes to the treatment of 
military sexual trauma compensation 
claims, I think it is worth revisiting 
training annually to ensure that we are 
giving these veterans proper care and 
treatment. 

H.R. 2201 is an effort to add a little 
more care and compassion to the proc-
ess of disability claims of this nature. 
We routinely advocate for veterans and 
their well-being in our committee, and 
this bill does just that. 

By mandating that providers have 
more frequent and updated training, we 
can ensure better outcomes for the vet-
eran. It is something we must keep 
pushing for. Every day, we must work 
to build a better veterans’ experience, 
and providing training more frequently 
can help us accomplish that goal. 

I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
2201 and to continue to press for better 
care for veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, for the victims of sex-
ual assault out there who may be lis-
tening right now, they should know 
that they are seen and heard. I will 
continue to push for accountability for 
those who perpetrated the assaults, 
and I will push even harder to ensure 
these veterans get the compassionate 
care that they have earned and de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as she may consume to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs. KIM), 
the chief sponsor of this bill. 

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman BOST for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of my bill, H.R. 2201, the Improving VA 
Training for Military Sexual Trauma 
Claims Act. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 in 3 women and 1 in 50 
men experience military sexual trau-
ma, or MST, as a servicemember. As 
many of my colleagues have already 
stated, a claim based on MST can be 
difficult to prove because MST often 
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goes unreported during military serv-
ice. 

Furthermore, evidence indicating 
that MST occurred is difficult to evalu-
ate, and VA claims processors and ex-
aminers do not have sufficient training 
to recognize indirect evidence of MST. 
They are also not required to undergo 
annual sensitivity training to reduce 
the risk of retraumatizing survivors of 
MST. 

Further, the law requires VA to help 
veterans filing disability benefits 
claims based on MST to gather evi-
dence for their claims. However, VA 
does not always obtain a veteran’s 
complete service personnel and medical 
records, which can provide crucial evi-
dence to prove an MST claim. 

This bipartisan bill works to improve 
the MST claim process by requiring VA 
employees working on these cases to 
complete annual training to better 
identify evidence and to ensure that 
veterans are not retraumatized during 
the examination process. 

Additionally, the VA would be re-
quired to automatically obtain all 
service personnel and medical records 
for veterans filing an MST claim to en-
sure their cases are processed in an ac-
curate and timely manner. 

Streamlining the MST claim process 
and improving VA training will ensure 
veterans who endured MST can more 
easily access their earned benefits and 
ensure they are treated with compas-
sion during the claims process. 

I thank Representatives NIKKI 
BUDZINSKI, DON BACON, and CHRISSY 
HOULAHAN for their collaboration on 
this commonsense, bipartisan measure 
that provides survivors of MST with 
the support and protection they de-
serve. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Improving VA Training for 
Military Sexual Trauma Claims Act. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. BUDZINSKI), the ranking 
member of the Subcommittee on Tech-
nology Modernization and my good 
friend. 

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, just a 
few weeks ago, I was speaking in com-
mittee to celebrate the bipartisanship 
of this important legislation and the 
urgent need to pass it out of the House. 
Today, we are one step closer to mak-
ing that a reality. 

First, I thank Representative YOUNG 
KIM for her leadership and collabora-
tion on this bill, and I thank our vet-
erans for their service and bravery. 

This bill is needed for so many of 
those veterans who have endured sex-
ual trauma while in service. When 
these veterans go to file military sex-
ual trauma claims, navigating the VA 
system should never add to the pain 
they have already endured. That is why 
I introduced this bipartisan legislation 
to ensure the VA’s claims process sup-
ports rather than retraumatizes sur-
vivors of MST. 

Right now, contracted disability 
compensation examiners are only re-

quired to complete outdated online 
sensitivity training before handling 
these deeply sensitive claims. This in-
sufficient preparation can make the 
claims process retraumatizing for 
those who have already suffered. 

MST affects veterans of all genders. 
While it is more common among 
women, many male veterans are also 
impacted. We must ensure that all of 
our survivors are treated with dignity 
and care. 

The Improving VA Training for Mili-
tary Sexual Trauma Claims Act would 
modernize and strengthen the training 
required for VA staff and contractors 
who work on MST claims and help cut 
through the red tape that too often 
delays justice and support. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no ad-
ditional speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 2201, the Improving VA Training 
for Military Sexual Trauma Claims Act 
of 2025, as amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2201, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPORT SERVICES 
TO IMPROVE SAFE TRANSPOR-
TATION ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1364) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide clarification 
regarding the inclusion of medically 
necessary automobile adaptations in 
Department of Veterans Affairs defini-
tion of ‘‘medical services’’, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1364 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Automotive 
Support Services to Improve Safe Transpor-
tation Act of 2025’’ or the ‘‘ASSIST Act of 2025’’. 
SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION REGARDING INCLUSION 

OF MEDICALLY NECESSARY AUTO-
MOBILE ADAPTATIONS IN DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS DEFI-
NITION OF ‘‘MEDICAL SERVICES’’. 

Section 1701(6)(I) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(I) The provision of any medically necessary 
automobile adaptations for driver or passenger 
use, including— 

‘‘(i) ramp and kneeling systems; 
‘‘(ii) raised doors or lowered floors; 
‘‘(iii) raised roofs; 
‘‘(iv) air conditioning; 
‘‘(v) occupied and unoccupied mobility lifts; 
‘‘(vi) ingress or egress accessibility modifica-

tions; 
‘‘(vii) wheelchair tiedowns; and 
‘‘(viii) adapted seating.’’. 

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN LIMITS ON PAY-
MENTS OF PENSION. 

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 30, 
2031’’ and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
1364, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1364, as amended. The bill was 
introduced by the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. BARRETT), my friend and 
a fellow veteran. 

H.R. 1364, as amended, would allow 
eligible disabled veterans to receive 
adaptive automobile equipment that 
they may need to safely operate their 
vehicles. Right now, there are too 
many restrictions on eligible items 
that veterans could use under this pro-
gram. 

Mr. BARRETT’s bill would close that 
loophole and give disabled veterans the 
flexibility that they need to live inde-
pendent lives. Additionally, the bill 
would include adaptations for driver 
and passenger use to get veterans 
where they need to be. 

This Congress, the Trump adminis-
tration has committed to making VA 
work for veterans again. This bill 
would cut the bureaucracy nonsense 
from the last administration and do 
just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the VFW, the 
WWP, and PVA for supporting this bill. 
I also thank Representative BARRETT 
for introducing this bill and for his 
work on behalf of disabled veterans 
across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 1364, as amended, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1364, the Automotive Support Services 
to Improve Safe Transportation Act, or 
ASSIST Act, of 2025, as amended. 

For disabled veterans, attending a 
medical appointment is often not a 
routine drive but, rather, can be a 
logistical and physical challenge. That 
is why Representatives LEVIN and 
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FLETCHER led the passage of the Vet-
erans Auto and Education Improve-
ment Act of 2022 into law. 

This law allowed veterans to upgrade 
their vehicles every 10 years and au-
thorized the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to offer mobility improvements 
to vehicles for the purposes of attend-
ing medical appointments. However, 
now that this landmark law has been 
implemented, oversight has led to the 
identification of some gaps in the types 
of mobility services currently author-
ized by law. 

This is where the ASSIST Act comes 
in. This legislation, led by Representa-
tive BARRETT and co-led by Represent-
atives MAGGIE GOODLANDER, SUSIE LEE, 
JASON CROW, and EUGENE VINDMAN, ex-
pands the types of equipment and serv-
ices that VA is authorized to provide. 

These are benefits and services these 
veterans have earned, and it is our 
duty in Congress to ensure veterans 
don’t have to worry about how they 
will access the care they have earned 
through their service to our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BARRETT), 
the key sponsor of this bill. 

b 1730 

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman and the ranking member 
for their support of my bill, H.R. 1364, 
the ASSIST Act. 

During my 22 years in the United 
States Army, I was fortunate to return 
home without the need for assistive de-
vices. For too many who serve or have 
served, that isn’t the case. Too many 
are returning home with wounds that 
can’t be healed, leaving them perma-
nently disabled and in need of assistive 
technology. 

Not only does a service-connected 
disability negatively impact a vet-
eran’s quality of life but it can cause 
barriers as they attempt to transition 
back to civilian life. 

My bipartisan bill ensures that dis-
abled veterans, with help from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, are em-
powered to make the vehicle modifica-
tions they need to safely and effi-
ciently travel. Right now, the VA is re-
stricted to funding only a limited num-
ber of adaptive equipment devices such 
as wheelchair tie-downs, van lifts, and 
raised roofs. 

Unfortunately and unintentionally, 
this limits and in many cases prevents 
altogether some veterans from being 
able to make necessary modifications 
to their vehicles such as ramp and 
kneeling systems, mobility device lifts, 
and ingress and egress accessibility 
modifications. 

The ASSIST Act fixes this gap in as-
sistance and would make sure that dis-
abled veterans can continue traveling 
safely and freely when they return 
home. Specifically, this will give the 
VA greater flexibility to offer financial 

assistance for a wider range of medi-
cally necessary vehicle adaptations. 

This is a commonsense solution that 
removes bureaucratic red tape and 
gives veterans the resources they de-
serve to live life fully after they serve. 

The bottom line is that our veterans 
put their bodies on the line for the very 
freedoms that we cherish and often 
take for granted. In return, they de-
serve to be taken care of when they 
take off the uniform. By passing this 
bill today, we can ensure that no vet-
eran is denied essential mobility as-
sistance because of an outdated govern-
ment list that leaves many things left 
off. 

Mr. Speaker, I specifically thank my 
colleague, Congresswoman MAGGIE 
GOODLANDER, for leading this effort 
with me. I look forward to working 
with Senator TUBERVILLE to get this to 
the Senate and onto the President’s 
desk for signature. 

It is time to give America’s heroes 
the resources they need to live their 
lives to the fullest, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from New 
Hampshire (Ms. GOODLANDER), my good 
friend and cosponsor of H.R. 1364. 

She currently serves on the House 
Committee on Armed Services and the 
Small Business Committee. 

Ms. GOODLANDER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Ranking Member TAKANO and 
the chairman for their work today on 
this bill and on the other bills that I 
hope will soon pass the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of a bipartisan bill that I am very 
proud to be leading with my colleague 
and friend, Congressman BARRETT. It 
does two important things that I came 
to Congress to do. 

Number one, it cuts some senseless 
red tape and updates outdated laws so 
that our government can work better 
for hardworking people. It also in equal 
measure delivers on what I believe is a 
sacred obligation that we owe to the 
women and men who serve our country 
in uniform, especially those who sus-
tain life-changing injuries during their 
service to our country. 

Our bipartisan bill is called the AS-
SIST Act. It makes commonsense 
changes. It is going to really cut red 
tape that is limiting and, as Congress-
man BARRETT said, preventing far too 
many disabled veterans in our country 
from accessing the medically necessary 
and basic equipment that they need to 
travel safely and freely. 

The freedom to travel is just one of 
the many basic freedoms that our vet-
erans fought for while they served our 
country in uniform. We can and must 
do better. 

My home State of New Hampshire is 
home to tens of thousands of veterans 
who live with service-connected dis-
abilities, including a man I am very 
proud to represent, Gary Gordan, from 
Concord, New Hampshire. He is a Viet-
nam veteran and a fellow Navy veteran 

who today relies on a power chair to 
live his life. 

Gary Gordon has truly dedicated his 
life to our country in uniform as an 
EMT, and as a mental health worker at 
our State hospital for more than two 
decades. He reached out to our office 
for help with navigating the process of 
getting the basic adaptive equipment 
that he needs to live his life and to get 
his power chair into his car. It is a 
brand new power chair. 

Under current law, the VA is limited 
to providing the basic type of equip-
ment that Gary Gordon needs to get 
his power chair into his vehicle. This is 
a problem that this Congress can and 
must solve, and we can do that by pass-
ing the ASSIST Act. 

It really is a commonsense, straight-
forward bill that is going to make it 
easier and possible for the VA to cover 
the basic equipment that our veterans 
need to live their lives. It is going to 
help us meet the moment and provide 
the best possible care that our veterans 
deserve. 

As we approach Memorial Day, I en-
courage my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to come together and to sup-
port this commonsense, bipartisan leg-
islation that is really going to change 
the lives of veterans all across our 
country. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I support 
H.R. 1364, the ASSIST Act of 2025, as 
amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage 
all Members to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1364, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VETERANS CLAIMS EDUCATION 
ACT OF 2025 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1578) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to promote assistance 
from persons recognized by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for individ-
uals who file certain claims under laws 
administered by the Secretary, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1578 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans Claims 
Education Act of 2025’’. 
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SEC. 2. PROMOTION OF ASSISTANCE FROM PER-

SONS RECOGNIZED BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WHO FILE CERTAIN 
CLAIMS UNDER LAWS ADMINIS-
TERED BY THE SECRETARY. 

(a) NOTICE TO CLAIMANTS OF AVAILABLE AS-
SISTANCE FROM RECOGNIZED PERSONS.—Section 
5103A of title 38, United States Code, is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (g) through 
(i) as subsections (i) through (k), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (f) the fol-
lowing new subsections: 

‘‘(g) Upon receipt of an initial claim by a 
claimant not represented by an accredited per-
son, the Secretary shall provide notice to the 
claimant that— 

‘‘(1) an accredited person may be able to rep-
resent the claimant; 

‘‘(2) a veterans service organization recog-
nized under section 5902 of this title may rep-
resent the claimant at no charge to the claim-
ant; 

‘‘(3) provides the web address of the online 
tool maintained under subsection (h); and 

‘‘(4) provides the web address of an appro-
priate and publicly accessible website of the De-
partment through which a claimant may re-
port— 

‘‘(A) a person, who is not an accredited per-
son, who represented the claimant; and 

‘‘(B) any fee charged by such person for such 
representation. 

‘‘(h)(1) The Secretary shall maintain an on-
line tool that allows a claimant to search a list 
of accredited persons who represent claimants. 

‘‘(2) The Secretary shall ensure that such list 
is current at least once each calendar quarter. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall ensure that such tool 
is easily accessible to a claimant.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(l) In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘accredited person’ means— 
‘‘(A) a veterans service organization recog-

nized under section 5902 of this title; or 
‘‘(B) an attorney, agent, or other person rec-

ognized under section 5904 of this title. 
‘‘(2) The term ‘represent’ means to prepare, 

present, or prosecute a claim under a law ad-
ministered by the Secretary on behalf of a claim-
ant.’’. 

(b) ONLINE INFORMATION REGARDING PERSONS 
THAT ASSIST CLAIMANTS.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall include, in each web portal 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, through 
which an individual may file a claim for a ben-
efit administered by the Under Secretary for 
Benefits or the Under Secretary for Health, a 
warning regarding fees an agent or attorney 
may charge such individual for assistance in fil-
ing such claim. Such warning shall include the 
following: 

(1) A link to the online tool maintained under 
subsection (h) of section 5103A of such title, as 
amended by subsection (a). 

(2) A link to the website of the Department de-
scribed in subparagraph (D) of section 
5103A(f)(1) of such title, as amended by sub-
section (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) complete a review the regulations, proc-
esses, and procedures of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs that pertain to recognition under 
section 5904 of title 38, United States Code; 

(2) develop recommendations for legislative or 
administrative action to improve such regula-
tions, processes, and procedures; and 

(3) submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives 
a report containing the findings of the Secretary 
with respect to the review completed under 
paragraph (1) and the recommendations devel-
oped under paragraph (2). 

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF CERTAIN LIMITS ON PAY-
MENTS OF PENSION. 

Section 5503(d)(7) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘November 30, 
2031’’ and inserting ‘‘March 31, 2032’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. BOST) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on H.R. 
1578, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1578, as amended, introduced by 
my colleague from California (Mr. 
PETERS). 

This bill would ensure veterans know 
about the availability of accredited 
representatives, including those who 
help with filing initial VA benefit 
claims at no cost. It would also give 
veterans the information and online re-
sources they need to find an accredited 
representative who is right for them 
and to report any unaccredited bad ac-
tors who wrongfully charge a fee for 
their services. 

This bill would also require the VA 
to review its accreditation process and 
give Congress recommendations for im-
provement. Veterans and their families 
deserve all the information they need 
to decide who will provide the best as-
sistance with their claim. This bill en-
sures just that. 

I thank Representative PETERS for 
his work on this bill, and I urge all of 
my colleagues to support H.R. 1578, as 
amended. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1578, the Veterans Claims Edu-
cation Act of 2025, as amended. 

Obtaining veterans benefits can be 
confusing. The process can be cum-
bersome. Because of the complexity 
and scope of the VA and its programs, 
some veterans take to an internet 
search to figure out how to get their 
claims approved. 

It seems certain actors have figured 
out that in the confusion of the proc-
ess, they can make a profit or, with 
claims specifically, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in profits. 

Oftentimes, when veterans log on and 
search how to get their claims sub-
mitted, they are greeted by a clickbait 
ad for claim sharks. These are the peo-
ple who charge exorbitant fees, while 
assisting veterans in the preparation of 
their claims. 

Current law mandates that VA has a 
duty to assist in the initial claims 

preparation process. This duty exists 
to ensure that there are no financial 
barriers to veterans in having their 
claims prepared and adjudicated and 
that veterans experience a nonadver-
sarial process. 

Moreover, there are thousands of vet-
erans service organizations around the 
country who are willing and able to as-
sist veterans for free. Those service of-
ficers have been vetted by VA, both for 
their character and competence. 

In the spirit of ensuring that vet-
erans are made aware that they are en-
titled to this preparation assistance, 
the Veterans Claims Education Act 
mandates that VA websites promi-
nently give veterans notice that they 
are entitled to free assistance from an 
accredited representative and how to 
find that assistance. 

Not only does it alert the veteran 
that they are entitled to assistance in 
their claims preparation at no cost but 
it also provides guidance on reporting 
bad actors like unaccredited claim 
sharks. 

The VA’s accreditation process 
serves to protect our Nation’s veterans 
from financial exploitation so that vet-
erans are less likely to be at risk of in-
curring outrageous debts, as well as 
losing out on months of their benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, few people would think 
there is value in letting someone take 
5 months of our paychecks just for re-
viewing our resume, right? Then why 
would we ever, ever be even remotely 
comfortable with someone taking 5 
months of earned benefits away from 
our veterans? 

I strongly support this bipartisan bill 
as it would promote those actors who 
are doing claims preparation and proc-
essing the right way, not the ones who 
pay to be the first result on an internet 
search. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
PETERS for introducing this legislation. 
This bill allows us to direct veterans to 
representatives who have the skills, 
knowledge, and accreditation to help 
them, not to take advantage of them 
during the initial claims process. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 1578 and not 
just to stop there. I also urge them to 
continue to push back against claim 
sharks and to support legislation that 
reinstates the penalties that were in 
place to hold accountable bad actors 
who took advantage of veterans for 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
PETERS), the author of H.R. 1578. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of my bill, H.R. 1578, 
the Veterans Claims Education Act. 

I wrote this bill after a veteran in my 
district alerted my office about a chal-
lenge he faced accessing his hard- 
earned VA benefits. This veteran con-
tracted with a for-profit company that 
promised to increase the veteran’s dis-
ability benefits in exchange for a cut of 
the veteran’s disability payment from 
the VA. 
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It is unconscionable that for-profit 

entities, known as claim sharks, prey 
on the trust and good will of our vet-
erans to line their own pockets. 

My bill takes a big step to correct 
this and will protect veterans in San 
Diego and throughout the country 
from similar scams in the future. The 
Veterans Claims Education Act pro-
vides educational resources to steer 
veterans toward veterans service orga-
nizations, qualified lawyers, and ac-
credited entities who can provide not- 
for-profit assistance to veterans. 

My bill also provides vets filing a dis-
ability claim with an online search 
tool to help veterans find accredited 
entities that can assist with claims. It 
creates an online portal to report claim 
sharks targeting veterans, which 
charge a fee for their services. 

Republicans and Democrats may 
have sincere policy disagreements 
about how to provide world-class care 
to our Nation’s veterans and their fam-
ilies, but I know we all agree that no 
one should be able to profit from the 
service and sacrifice of our veterans. 

I thank the chairman and the rank-
ing member and the entire House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee for advancing 
this legislation out of the House. I 
thank the numerous veterans organiza-
tions for their advocacy, including the 
American Legion, the Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America, the VFW, and other 
great organizations. 

I look forward to working with these 
groups to make this law the law of the 
land, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill and our veterans. 

b 1745 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in passing 
H.R. 1578, the Veterans Claims Edu-
cation Act of 2025, as amended, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, once again, I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1578, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MODIFYING RECIPROCAL TARIFF 
RATES TO REFLECT DISCUS-
SIONS WITH THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 119– 
54) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committees on Foreign Affairs 

and Ways and Means and ordered to be 
printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with applicable law, in-

cluding the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq.) the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 604 of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 2483), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, I hereby report 
that I have issued an Executive Order 
on Modifying Reciprocal Tariff Rates 
to Reflect Discussions with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. 

In Executive Order 14257 of April 2, 
2025 (Regulating Imports With a Recip-
rocal Tariff to Rectify Trade Practices 
that Contribute to Large and Per-
sistent Annual United States Goods 
Trade Deficits), I declared a national 
emergency arising from conditions re-
flected in large and persistent annual 
U.S. goods trade deficits, and imposed 
additional ad valorem duties that I 
deemed necessary and appropriate to 
deal with that unusual and extraor-
dinary threat, which has its source in 
whole or substantial part outside the 
United States, to the national security 
and economy of the United States. Sec-
tion 4(b) of Executive Order 14257 pro-
vided that ‘‘[s]hould any trading part-
ner retaliate against the United States 
in response to this action through im-
port duties on U.S. exports or other 
measures, I may further modify the 
[Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States] to increase or expand in 
scope the duties imposed under this 
order to ensure the efficacy of this ac-
tion.’’ 

Since I signed Executive Order 14266 
of April 9, 2025 (Modifying Reciprocal 
Tariff Rates To Reflect Trading Part-
ner Retaliation and Alignment), the 
United States has entered into discus-
sions with the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC) to address the lack of 
trade reciprocity in our economic rela-
tionship and our resulting national and 
economic security concerns. Con-
ducting these discussions is a signifi-
cant step by the PRC toward rem-
edying non-reciprocal trade arrange-
ments and addressing the concerns of 
the United States relating to economic 
and national security matters. 

As a result of this significant step, 
pursuant to section 4(c) of Executive 
Order 14257, this order modifies the 
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States to suspend for a period of 
90 days application of the additional ad 
valorem duties imposed on the PRC list-
ed in Annex I to Executive Order 14257, 
as amended by Executive Order 14259 of 
April 8, 2025 (Amendment to Reciprocal 
Tariffs and Updated Duties as Applied 
to Low-Value Imports From the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China), and Executive 
Order 14266, and clarified in the Presi-
dential Memorandum of April 11, 2025 
(Clarification of Exceptions Under Ex-
ecutive Order 14257 of April 2, 2025, as 
Amended), and to instead impose on ar-
ticles of the PRC an additional ad valo-
rem rate of duty as set forth in the 

order, pursuant to the terms of, and ex-
cept as otherwise provided in, Execu-
tive Order 14257, as modified by this 
order. 

My Administration will continue to 
consult with the Congress on our ef-
forts to address extraordinary and per-
sistent annual U.S. goods trade defi-
cits. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Execu-
tive Order I have issued. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 19, 2025. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 49 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 6 
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 1263; and 
H.R. 1286. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

STRENGTHENING THE QUAD ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1263) to require a strategy for 
bolstering engagement and cooperation 
between the United States, Australia, 
India, and Japan and to seek to estab-
lish a Quad Inter-Parliamentary Work-
ing Group to facilitate closer coopera-
tion on shared interests and values, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
HUIZENGA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 334, nays 51, 
not voting 47, as follows: 

[Roll No. 132] 

YEAS—334 

Adams 
Aderholt 

Alford 
Allen 

Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
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Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Beatty 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bishop 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DeGette 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dunn (FL) 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Figures 
Finstad 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Friedman 
Frost 
Fulcher 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Gillen 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Graves 
Gray 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Hayes 
Hern (OK) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jack 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Khanna 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Maloy 
Mann 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain 
McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McIver 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Messmer 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Olszewski 
Onder 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Randall 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 
Simon 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tokuda 
Tonko 

Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 

Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—51 

Bean (FL) 
Begich 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Boebert 
Brecheen 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Crane 
Crank 
Davidson 
Donalds 

Downing 
Edwards 
Fine 
Fry 
Gill (TX) 
Goldman (TX) 
Gosar 
Greene (GA) 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Higgins (LA) 
Jackson (TX) 
Kennedy (UT) 

Knott 
Luttrell 
McClintock 
McGuire 
Miller (IL) 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (WV) 
Norman 
Ogles 
Patronis 
Perry 
Roy 
Self 
Steube 
Stutzman 
Tiffany 
Tlaib 

NOT VOTING—47 

Aguilar 
Barragán 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Buchanan 
Casar 
Cleaver 
Comer 
Connolly 
Courtney 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeLauro 
Ezell 
Fischbach 
Garbarino 

Garcia (CA) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gottheimer 
Hill (AR) 
Huffman 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Letlow 
Luna 
Malliotakis 
Mannion 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 

Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Nehls 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Omar 
Pelosi 
Scalise 
Sherrill 
Smith (NE) 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Wagner 

b 1853 

Messrs. DOWNING, CLYDE, BEGICH, 
and KNOTT changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. TAKANO and Ms. PRESSLEY 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SIMPLIFYING FORMS FOR 
VETERANS CLAIMS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1286) to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to seek to enter 
into an agreement with a federally 
funded research and development cen-
ter for an assessment of forms that the 
Secretary sends to claimants for bene-
fits under laws administered by the 
Secretary, and for other purposes, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 386, nays 1, 
not voting 45, as follows: 

[Roll No. 133] 

YEAS—386 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amo 
Amodei (NV) 
Ansari 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
Barrett 
Baumgartner 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Begich 
Bell 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Biggs (AZ) 
Biggs (SC) 
Bishop 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Bresnahan 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Bynum 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carbajal 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Cisneros 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Conaway 
Correa 
Costa 
Craig 
Crane 
Crank 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DeGette 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Dexter 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Downing 
Dunn (FL) 

Edwards 
Elfreth 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans (CO) 
Evans (PA) 
Fallon 
Fedorchak 
Feenstra 
Fields 
Figures 
Fine 
Finstad 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Fong 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Friedman 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Gill (TX) 
Gillen 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (TX) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, V. 
Gooden 
Goodlander 
Gosar 
Graves 
Gray 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Hamadeh (AZ) 
Harder (CA) 
Haridopolos 
Harrigan 
Harris (MD) 
Harris (NC) 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern (OK) 
Higgins (LA) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jack 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Johnson (TX) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean 

Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kennedy (NY) 
Kennedy (UT) 
Khanna 
Kiley (CA) 
Kim 
Knott 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latimer 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Liccardo 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Mackenzie 
Magaziner 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McBride 
McClain 
McClain Delaney 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McDonald Rivet 
McDowell 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McGuire 
McIver 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Messmer 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Min 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (NC) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moore (WV) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Morrison 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Olszewski 
Onder 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
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Patronis 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Pou 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Randall 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Riley (NY) 
Rivas 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Rulli 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schmidt 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 

Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Shreve 
Simon 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Stutzman 
Subramanyam 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 

Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Tran 
Turner (OH) 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Vindman 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Whitesides 
Wied 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—1 

Norman 

NOT VOTING—45 

Aguilar 
Barragán 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Buchanan 
Casar 
Cleaver 
Comer 
Connolly 
Courtney 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeLauro 
Ezell 

Fischbach 
Garbarino 
Garcia (CA) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gottheimer 
Hill (AR) 
Huffman 
Hunt 
Hurd (CO) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Letlow 
Luna 
Malliotakis 
Mannion 

McCaul 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Nehls 
Norcross 
Omar 
Pelosi 
Scalise 
Sherrill 
Smith (NE) 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Wagner 

b 1900 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on Roll Call No. 132 and YEA on Roll Call No. 
133. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I missed votes because of an important family 
matter. Had I been present, I would have 
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 132 of the 119th 
Congress and YEA on Roll Call No. 133 of the 
119th Congress. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I was nec-
essarily absent and missed two votes on the 
House Floor. Had I been present, I would 
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 132, H.R. 
1263, and YEA on Roll Call No. 133, H.R. 
1286. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
THOSE SUFFERING IN THE WAKE 
OF DEADLY TORNADOES 

(Mr. BELL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BELL. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, 
May 16, deadly tornadoes ripped across 
the heart of our country, leaving a 
path of destruction through Missouri, 
Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, and Vir-
ginia. Dozens of lives were lost. Fami-
lies were shattered, and entire neigh-
borhoods were reduced to debris. 

In Missouri, we are grieving. We 
know families in Kentucky, Illinois, In-
diana, and Virginia are, as well, facing 
unimaginable loss and the hard days 
ahead. Families who just days ago were 
living their everyday lives are now 
grieving loved ones, searching for the 
missing, and trying to put the pieces 
back together. 

In times like these, we must set aside 
our divisions. We remember our shared 
humanity, and we stand with our 
neighbors, no matter the distance be-
tween us. 

Mr. Speaker, for those we have lost, 
those still fighting to recover, and the 
families forever changed by this trag-
edy, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
a moment of silence. 

f 

MEDICAID FOR CITIZENS AND 
LEGAL RESIDENTS ONLY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, Califor-
nia’s budget could be a bellwether for 
the rest of the country if we pay atten-
tion. 

Governor Newsom is planning to 
spend $11.4 billion in the 2025–26 budget 
to give free healthcare to illegal immi-
grants, which virtually matches the 
State’s $12 billion deficit that it is run-
ning. He could balance the books by 
ending that program. Instead, they will 
be cutting services for seniors, foster 
youth, and people with disabilities just 
to keep this giveaway going to illegal 
immigrants. That is exactly why we 
need Medicaid reform. 

States shouldn’t be allowed to game 
the system by expanding benefits to 
those who are here illegally while 
sticking taxpayers with the bill or cut-
ting others. Hardworking Americans 
are paying more and getting less, while 
illegal immigrants cruise in and get 
more coverage. That is really, really 
backward. 

At the Federal level, we must draw a 
line. Medicaid should be for citizens 
and legal residents only. If we don’t 
act, California’s disaster could become 
a pattern and a national disaster for 
the rest of us. 

f 

MEDICAID CUTS HURT EVERYDAY 
AMERICANS 

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, this is 
Rose. She is 7 years old and in the first 
grade, and she makes friends every-
where she goes. 

Rose was diagnosed with an ultra- 
rare genetic syndrome when she was 
just 31⁄2. She now uses a feeding tube 
and a wheelchair. Medicaid allows Rose 
to receive physical therapy. Thanks to 
this therapy, she is starting to take 
steps. 

Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues are working overtime to take 
Rose’s healthcare away. It might be 
easy for people to strike through one 
number and write in another, take a 
little bit from here and there, but each 
of those numbers represents a person, a 
child like Rose, who will lose critical 
care so billionaires can have more 
money in their pockets. 

We cannot let them steal from our 
kids and our families. We will not. 

f 

GROUNDBREAKING OF SENECA 
COMMERCE PARK 

(Mr. MCGUIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the groundbreaking of Sen-
eca Commerce Park in Campbell Coun-
ty, Virginia, which I attended on 
Wednesday, April 15. 

This is the largest project the Eco-
nomic Development Authority of 
Campbell County has taken on in over 
a decade. The $11 million project will 
yield a 100,000-square-foot industrial 
spec building to be completed by spring 
2027. 

The greatest force for change is a job. 
A project like Seneca Commerce Park 
ensures just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone who 
contributed to this business-forward 
project in the Lynchburg metro area. 

People wishing to grow or expand 
their industry on the Eastern seaboard, 
this is a great opportunity to do so in 
Virginia’s Fifth Congressional District. 

f 

b 1910 

HONORING K.W. LEE 
(Mr. MIN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of a true 
trailblazer, a man that many see as the 
godfather of Asian-American jour-
nalism, K.W. Lee. 

Mr. Lee immigrated to the United 
States from Korea in the 1950s. He 
began his career in journalism by ex-
posing poverty and corruption. In the 
1970s, Mr. Lee’s tireless pursuit of the 
truth saved the life of Chol Soo Lee, a 
wrongly convicted Korean-American 
immigrant on death row. 

Later on, Mr. Lee founded Koreatown 
Weekly, the first national English lan-
guage Korean-American newspaper. 
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As tensions were rising in Los Ange-

les in the 1990s, he launched The Korea 
Times English Edition to give Korean 
Americans a place where their stories 
could be told on their own terms in the 
media. 

K.W. Lee’s life is defined by his tire-
less pursuit of the truth and paving the 
way for Asian Americans to have a 
place in journalism and have their 
voices be heard. After 96 years of fear-
less journalism, he will be deeply 
missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EMMITT NOLAN 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and to 
thank a dedicated public servant and 
also a dear friend, Emmitt Nolan, for 
his 10 years of honorable service to the 
people of Georgia’s First Congressional 
District. 

Emmitt has been a vital part of our 
team in the Golden Isles. He has served 
as a trusted representative of our of-
fice, building strong relationships and 
faithfully carrying out the concerns of 
our constituents. 

Throughout his time in public serv-
ice, from serving on the Brunswick 
City Commission, to attending count-
less civic and cultural events, Emmitt 
has proven himself to be deeply com-
mitted to our community. He is often 
found not in the spotlight but quietly 
supporting the causes and people that 
matter most. 

I have known Emmitt since he man-
aged my opponent’s campaign for Con-
gress. I had to get that in. Even then, 
his character, kindness, and grasp of 
the issues stood out. It is no surprise 
that he has become a mentor and a role 
model to others following in his foot-
steps. 

As he transitions to the private sec-
tor, I have no doubt Emmitt will con-
tinue making a difference. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thank-
ing Emmitt Nolan for his decade of 
service to the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia and wishing him every 
success in the next chapter of his life. 

f 

HONORING CINDY RAMOS- 
DAVIDSON 

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 
extraordinary career of Cindy Ramos- 
Davidson, who retired after nearly 27 
years of remarkable leadership as the 
chief executive officer of the El Paso 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 

Under her leadership, the El Paso 
Hispanic Chamber became a powerful 
voice for small businesses, especially 
those owned by minorities, veterans, 
and women. 

Cindy’s vision was transformative. 
During her time the Chamber was re-
peatedly recognized as a leader in the 
national Hispanic business community, 
winning numerous awards from both 
the Texas Association of Mexican 
American Chamber of Commerce and 
the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Cindy’s commitment to entrepre-
neurship and business development has 
created opportunities for countless in-
dividuals and businesses. As she steps 
away from her role, her advocacy for 
the entrepreneurial spirit and dedica-
tion to the El Paso region will con-
tinue to leave an impactful legacy on 
the small business community. 

f 

IMPACT OF REPUBLICAN BUDGET 
(Mr. LATIMER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATIMER. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s worst budget ever is what we are 
voting on this week. It is essentially a 
tax scam that will benefit the wealthi-
est of Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, 196,000 people in my dis-
trict will have their healthcare taken 
away, including 73,000 children and 
27,000 seniors. Continuing a cap on the 
State and local tax and SALT deduc-
tion, instead of full restoration means 
New Yorkers will keep paying more in 
Federal taxes. It is all for tax breaks 
and giveaways to those who don’t need 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, 74,000 people in my dis-
trict will lose their SNAP benefits, 
which will make it difficult or impos-
sible to put food on the table. These 
are the deepest cuts to food assistance 
ever. The result is more hungry chil-
dren. 

Last week, our country’s bond rating 
was dropped one grade down from AAA. 
We need to change the direction of our 
country’s economic future. This bill 
doesn’t do that, no matter what my 
colleagues hear on the floor this week. 
In fact, it will add $5 trillion to the na-
tional debt. 

Mr. Speaker, spin it any way you 
want. Everyday Americans will suffer 
from this budget. 

f 

PALM SPRINGS IVF FACILITY 
EXPLOSION 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, despite the 
deliberate and targeted domestic ter-
rorist bomb attack at the American 
Reproductive Centers IVF facility in 
Palm Springs, Dr. Abdullah, his staff, 
and all eggs and embryos are safe, 
thank God. 

Palm Springs is strong. The people 
are beautiful, resilient, inclusive, ac-
cepting, and cherish their community. 
All law enforcement and first respond-
ers acted with courage, profes-
sionalism, and excellence. 

I and all the people in the sur-
rounding communities and in Palm 
Springs thank Police Chief Andy Mills, 
Fire Chief Paul Alvarado, FBI Assist-
ant Director Akil Davis, and all law en-
forcement officers, first responders, 
and healthcare professionals who re-
sponded swiftly and effectively. 

Thanks to their rapid response, all 
those injured in the bombing have been 
released from the hospital, and Palm 
Springs is safe. 

To the people of Palm Springs, my 
heart is with them, and I stand by 
them. 

f 

FREMONT RAIL ACCIDENT 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
with a heavy heart after the deadly rail 
accident that occurred last night in my 
district in Fremont, Ohio. 

The incident took place near the 
Miles Newton Bridge above the San-
dusky River around 7 p.m. This is a 
popular fishing spot during white bass 
season, and anglers come from around 
the country. 

Tragically, a family from Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, was walking along the 
rail bridge when the train began sig-
naling its approach. We now know that 
three lives have been lost, with a 
fourth hospitalized in critical condi-
tion. 

While names have not been released, 
we know that a 58-year-old mother; her 
daughter, who was 38 years old; and a 5- 
year-old child were among the casual-
ties. A 14-month-old child was saved 
from the water by a 16-year-old by-
stander who dove into the water to 
save the infant’s life. 

I will continue to urge the National 
Transportation Safety Board to fully 
investigate this tragic accident. 

I thank Fremont Mayor Danny San-
chez and rail union leaders for their 
full engagement. We all hope to pro-
vide more information in the near fu-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts and pray-
ers remain with the families of those 
lost and injured, the brave first re-
sponders, the medical personnel, loco-
motive engineers, and, obviously, 
Mayor Sanchez and the entire city 
council of Fremont. 

f 

ATTACKS ON NONPROFITS 

(Ms. SIMON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SIMON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to oppose our administration’s attacks 
on our Nation’s nonprofit sector. 

Since January, our President has 
launched an all-out assault on our Na-
tion’s nonprofits, threatening to pull 
funding and proposing executive orders 
that target our groups serving the good 
people of the United States. 
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With Republicans pushing a rec-

onciliation bill that would kick mil-
lions off from their medical care, the 
administration has also created an un-
precedented attack with power to re-
voke nonprofit status. 

The reconciliation bill would allow 
the executive branch to revoke status 
from nonprofits that they believe are 
terrorist-supporting organizations 
without requiring evidence, meaning 
no due process. 

This vague provision is Trump’s way 
of targeting organizations that he op-
poses or that just don’t align with his 
agenda. Those are organizations that 
are doing right in our communities, 
and we have to say no. 

f 

b 1920 

BABY BONDS 

(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of investing in every child’s 
future. 

Six years ago, I joined Senator BOOK-
ER to introduce baby bonds legislation 
to disrupt the cycle of intergenera-
tional poverty, close the racial wealth 
gap, and ensure every 18-year-old has 
the financial opportunity to go to col-
lege, buy a home, or start a business. 

Now, Republicans are stealing a good 
idea and twisting it. The so-called 
MAGA accounts in their reconciliation 
bill are intentionally designed to help 
the rich get richer while poor children 
are left further and further behind. 

Their proposal would weaponize the 
tax code to exacerbate wealth inequal-
ity, ignore the expertise of economists, 
and penalize States and non-profits 
that try to help low-income families. 

In America, a child born into poverty 
is likely to stay there through their 
adult lives. That is a policy choice, and 
a violent one. 

Our babies deserve better. Our babies 
deserve opportunity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
reject this regressive proposal and sup-
port true baby bonds. 

f 

WESTERN MARYLAND FLOODS 

(Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to thank the first 
responders and local leaders who have 
been working tirelessly to address the 
fallout from last week’s major flooding 
in Allegany and Garrett Counties. 

Stormwater rushed through 
Westernport and Lonaconing in west-
ern Maryland last Tuesday, washing 
out gas lines, damaging roads and 
bridges, and flooding businesses, 
homes, and even the local firehouse 
and library. 

When students and faculty were 
trapped in Westernport and George’s 

Creek Elementary Schools, swift water 
rescue teams answered the call, bring-
ing more than 200 students to safety 
while waters rose. 

This flood only underscores how im-
portant it is to fully fund FEMA and to 
make sure that FEMA continues to 
help those who are most struck by dis-
aster. Severe weather events are hurt-
ing communities across this country at 
rates we have never seen before. 

While we are still assessing the dam-
age, we know that Federal assistance 
will be necessary for a full recovery. 
Although the road ahead will be chal-
lenging, western Maryland will remain 
stronger because of the storm. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
keep my constituents in their prayers 
and also all those impacted by storms 
during the past week. 

f 

HONORING SARA SCHALLER, 
CARNEGIE MEDAL RECIPIENT 

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great respect and sincere admiration 
that I rise to honor Ms. Sara Schaller 
from Hammond, Indiana, who was a re-
cent recipient of the Carnegie Medal. 

Northwest Indiana is home to over 40 
miles of incredible shoreline on Lake 
Michigan, which is a tremendous at-
traction for tourism and our economy, 
but also can at times pose great dan-
gers with its currents and riptides. 

In 2023, Ms. Schaller observed a 14- 
year-old girl who had been caught in a 
dangerous current, and without hesi-
tation, she courageously swam over 300 
feet to rescue her. Where many hesi-
tated, Sara stepped up and took life-
saving action. 

The Carnegie Medal is awarded to ci-
vilians who enter extreme danger, risk 
death or serious injury while saving or 
attempting to save the lives of others, 
and it was recently my honor to 
present Sara with this prestigious 
award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and all 
my colleagues join me in honoring Ms. 
Sara Schaller for her quick and coura-
geous action and congratulate her on 
her deserved recognition. 

f 

WHAT IS THE RECONCILIATION 
BILL HIDING? 

(Ms. STANSBURY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people deserve to know what 
is happening in this body this week as 
the GOP is intentionally making 
moves in the dark of night. 

Last night at 10 p.m., the Budget 
Committee passed the reconciliation 
bill by one vote while four Republicans 
sat it out, and tomorrow night they 
will move this shame-filled bill at 1 
a.m. in the Rules Committee. 

What don’t they want the American 
people to know? 

Is it that their bill will take away 
healthcare from 13.7 million people? Is 
it that it will take food out of the 
mouths of children? Is it that it will 
gut environmental programs? Is it that 
it gives giveaways to tech companies 
and their buddies, or that it increases 
taxes on working Americans who are 
struggling to put food on the table? 

Mr. Speaker, let me be clear: When 
you convene in the dark of night or 
whether you do it or not, we will be 
there fighting for our communities. We 
will be fighting for our elders. We will 
be fighting for our veterans. We will be 
fighting for our kids, and fighting for 
the future and the dignity of this coun-
try and our communities. 

f 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLU-
SION: ERASING BLACK HISTORY 

(Under the Speaker’s announced pol-
icy of January 3, 2025, Ms. BROWN of 
Ohio was recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader.) 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include any ex-
traneous materials on the subject of 
this special order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HARRIGAN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 

great honor that I rise today to co-an-
chor this CBC Special Order hour along 
with my distinguished colleague, Rep-
resentative KAMLAGER-DOVE. 

For the next 60 minutes, members of 
the CBC have an opportunity to speak 
directly to the American people on 
erasing Black history, an issue of great 
importance to the Congressional Black 
Caucus, Congress, the constituents we 
represent, as well as all Americans. 

It is with great honor that I rise 
today to lead this CBC Special Order 
hour. For the next hour, members of 
the CBC will speak directly to the 
American people on the topic of Black 
history and ongoing efforts to erase 
that history. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a time of fear, 
worry, and anxiety for millions of 
Americans. President Trump said that 
he was going to usher in a golden age. 
However, after 119 long, long days of 
this Presidency, it hasn’t felt like a 
golden age. It has felt like a dark age, 
especially for Black Americans. 

President Trump and his administra-
tion have attacked diversity, equity, 
and inclusion programs in the govern-
ment, in schools, and in the private 
sector. 

President Trump has rolled back 
anti-discrimination laws, and Trump 
has tried to freeze Federal funds that 
benefit Black communities, including 
in my district in my hometown of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

It is not just about his actions. It is 
also about his words, his rhetoric, and 
what he values. 
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President Trump and his allies have 

blamed diversity, which is just code for 
Black people, for the January plane 
crash at Ronald Reagan Airport; for 
the South Carolina wildfires; for the 
Francis Scott Key Memorial Bridge 
collapse in Baltimore; and even the 
East Palestine, Ohio, train derailment; 
and on and on and on. 

If something goes wrong somewhere, 
anywhere, in their mind, diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion is to blame. In 
President Trump’s vision, every Black 
American on the job, every woman, and 
every immigrant is a DEI hire, a DEI 
hire who is blocking more qualified 
White men from the jobs and the posi-
tions of power that are rightfully 
theirs. 

Moreover, President Trump has the 
audacity to talk about his agenda 
being about restoring meritocracy. 
They use that word over and over and 
over again in their executive orders. 

Meritocracy: The meritocracy of his 
Secretary of Defense, Pete Hegseth, 
who is an unqualified TV host and who 
texted war plans to people by accident; 
the meritocracy of his Health and 
Human Services Secretary, Mr. Robert 
Kennedy, Jr., who is a conspiracy theo-
rist and whose primary experience in 
healthcare and science is using Google; 
the meritocracy of Elon Musk’s 
unvetted, unqualified, and unaccount-
able minions at DOGE. 

The spoken and unspoken message 
behind all of this is that Black Ameri-
cans and other minorities don’t deserve 
a seat at the table and that we don’t 
have merit. 

b 1930 
The impact is real. Last month, in 

my district, a man checked out 100 
books on Black, Jewish, and LGBTQ 
topics from the Beachwood Public Li-
brary. He didn’t check out those books 
to read them. He checked them out to 
burn them, and he didn’t do it in se-
cret. No, he didn’t hide behind shame. 
He posted this on social media because 
he wanted people to see. 

See, this kind of hate doesn’t happen 
in a vacuum. It is part of a disturbing 
wave we are seeing across the country, 
a wave fueled—sometimes with a wink 
and a nod, sometimes with a bullhorn— 
by leaders who should know better 
than to fan the flames of division for 
political gain, a wave normalized by 
the Secretary of Defense banning books 
about diversity and deleting Pentagon 
websites highlighting the service of 
women, LGBTQ people, and minority 
servicemembers, including Major 
League Baseball legend Jackie Robin-
son. 

Mr. Speaker, what happened in my 
district isn’t just censorship. It is an 
act of hate, plain and simple. 

I join leaders from across northeast 
Ohio in condemning this act. These at-
tempts to erase the voices of 
marginalized communities are an at-
tack on the values of inclusion, empa-
thy, and understanding. 

Mr. Speaker, you can only truly have 
a community with understanding, and 

to understand your neighbor, you have 
to understand history. 

That is our topic tonight: history. I 
am deeply concerned about the ongoing 
effort to erase Black history from our 
museums, schools, and American life. 

Last month, President Trump issued 
an executive order on ‘‘restoring truth 
and sanity to American history.’’ Of 
course, there are all kinds of debates 
when it comes to history. That is how 
we advance knowledge. 

Is that what Trump cares about when 
he talks about truth? Of course not. 

His executive order directed Vice 
President VANCE and the Secretary of 
the Interior, two individuals who are 
not historians, to remove objects, ex-
hibits, and funding from the Smithso-
nian museums and national parks that 
don’t fit Trump’s agenda or Trump’s 
incorrect version of history. That bears 
repeating: Trump’s incorrect version of 
history. 

Think about all the Smithsonian mu-
seums, all the national parks, and all 
the historical exhibits around the 
country. Where do you think they di-
rected most of their attention? That is 
right. Their main focus has been on the 
National Museum of African American 
History and Culture, right down the 
street on The National Mall. 

Are you surprised? You shouldn’t be. 
Trump’s executive order mentioned 
that museum by name out of hundreds 
across America and laid the foundation 
for denying future Federal funds. 

One thing we have seen from this ad-
ministration is that they mean what 
they say. This is such a radical shift, 
and it has happened in just a short 
time. Trump’s takeover of the Repub-
lican Party seems like it has been for-
ever, but it hasn’t always been like 
this. 

When the National Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture 
opened in 2016, it was a bipartisan cele-
bration. Joining President Obama that 
day were President Bush and Repub-
lican Speaker of the House Paul Ryan. 
These aren’t woke individuals by any 
means, but they understood the impor-
tance of that museum being on The Na-
tional Mall. In a perverse way, Trump 
does, too. That is why he is attacking 
it. 

Black America is not taking this sit-
ting down. In the last month, Black 
churches from across the country have 
organized trips to the museum and 
fundraisers to support it. 

Black America raised their voices 
when Pete Hegseth tried to erase the 
history of Jackie Robinson because our 
history matters. 

Black excellence should be cele-
brated. The role we have played in 
shaping our country should be recog-
nized, and the pain and legacy of slav-
ery and discrimination should be un-
derstood. If we don’t reckon with our 
past, we will never understand the 
present, and we will never build a bet-
ter future. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I know it is not 
just the President who wants to erase 

Black history, and I know the backlash 
didn’t start just this year. 

In 2023, the State of Florida, our Na-
tion’s third most populous State, re-
leased education guidelines that in-
cluded that slavery provided benefits 
because slaves were able to learn 
skills. They now require that as part of 
their curriculum, that slavery was ben-
eficial, some type of workforce train-
ing program. 

Florida also launched a comprehen-
sive effort to ban advanced placement 
courses on Black history, while local 
school districts were newly empowered 
to ban books on Black history. 

This is a nationwide problem. In fact, 
there are now more States where 
teaching Black history has been re-
stricted than there are States where it 
is required. That is right, only 12 
States out of 50 require Black history 
to be taught, while there are now 18 
States that have passed legislation re-
stricting Black history education. 

Here is why this matters. We know 
there is inequality in this country. No 
one would deny that. We know who 
overwhelmingly has the wealth, power, 
and influence and who doesn’t. In 
America, for every $100 in wealth 
owned by White households, Black 
households own $15. You can find sta-
tistics like that, no matter how you 
slice it, on housing, health, savings, 
you name it. 

Last week, we were debating nutri-
tion benefits and food stamps in this 
body. In my district, one in three 
Black households relies on food 
stamps. For the White households, it is 
1 in 10. 

This is the heart of the issue. Do you 
recognize, like I do, like my CBC col-
leagues do, that this discrepancy did 
not happen by accident? It didn’t hap-
pen by accident. It happened by design. 
Do you deny that and think that all 
the racial inequality in this country is 
really the fault of Black people? 

That is really the argument. The 
only way you can make that case is to 
erase history, whitewash history, and 
rewrite history. 

That is why history matters. That is 
why our museums matter. That is why 
our books, literature, and experiences 
matter. That is why we are going to 
keep fighting back. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to lead 
this Special Order hour tonight. I yield 
to the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE), my friend from 
the 37th District. 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. BROWN) and the Congressional 
Black Caucus for organizing this Spe-
cial Order hour. 

Tonight, I, along with my colleagues, 
rise to talk about something that 
should terrify every freedom-loving 
American: the coordinated, relentless 
Republican campaign to erase Black 
history, erase American history, white-
wash the truth, and silence our stories. 

Donald Trump called for patriotic 
education instead of honest education. 
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This is a dangerous euphemism for cen-
soring Black pain, Black resilience, 
and Black excellence from the class-
room. 

Since then, over 1,500 books have 
been banned in public schools and li-
braries across this country. More than 
40 percent of them feature Black au-
thors or Black characters. 

What kinds of books, you ask? I have 
some for you, books like ‘‘Their Eyes 
Were Watching God’’ by Zora Neale 
Hurston, like ‘‘Go Tell It on the Moun-
tain’’ by James Baldwin, and, oh, my 
God, even a children’s book, ‘‘I Am 
Rosa Parks.’’ 

b 1940 

Why are Republicans trying to erase 
a book written for babies to help them 
learn their history? Why are they so 
scared of little babies and books that 
we have all read in school, books that 
we have all checked out in libraries, 
books we have all discussed in book 
clubs, books we have all shared with 
the little ones in our lives? Why this 
ban? 

When our history is erased, it is easi-
er to erase our progress. Trump and his 
MAGA allies want our children to grow 
up ignorant of the truth and of who 
they are. They are trying to scrub Fed-
eral websites. They are scrubbing Fed-
eral websites of any mention of Black 
contributions to science, literature, 
politics, or innovation. 

Let me say the list is long because 
we have been in this thing for hundreds 
of years, bringing innovation and 
progress to this country. 

All I have to say to that is, wow, Mr. 
Speaker, just wow. 

Yes, they want to alter the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of Af-
rican American History and Culture, a 
museum that millions have visited 
from around the globe, including stu-
dents and families, to learn about our 
Nation’s true story and all because 
they don’t agree with how their ances-
tors and themselves have been por-
trayed. 

Don’t be mad at me because you 
don’t like you. Let me say that again. 
This President is trying to erase insti-
tutions, literally. Mr. Speaker, that is 
just a weak move. That is a punk, 
weak move. 

The President has said he wants to 
get rid of every policy, every agency, 
every grant, and every effort related to 
DEI, diversity, equity, and inclusion. It 
sounds to me like somebody who is 
scared of the truth. That means rolling 
back protections against discrimina-
tion, removing mentorship and work-
force programs aimed at closing oppor-
tunity gaps, and wiping clean any offi-
cial recognition that America ever 
wronged Black people in the first 
place. 

Guess what? We ain’t going to be 
that afraid. We are still here. We ain’t 
going nowhere. This isn’t just about 
politics. 

While Trump and House Republicans 
are busy erasing our past, they are also 

working overtime in the dead of night 
to erase and destroy our future. 

Mr. Speaker, we know this White 
House is serving the billionaires in this 
country. But the House, this body, is 
supposed to directly serve the people. 
Instead, the majority party has decided 
to serve Donald Trump, and that is the 
problem. 

How are Speaker JOHNSON and House 
Republicans serving the President? I 
am glad you asked that, Mr. Speaker. 
Even though you didn’t, you know you 
want to. 

This is when I am going to pivot to 
the so-called big, beautiful bill, or how 
about the billionaires’ backstabbing 
bill, a nearly 400-page monstrosity. 
Here it is again in small font, in fine 
print, and designed with one goal in 
mind, to enrich billionaires and punish 
working families, especially Black 
families. 

Let’s start with the numbers. There 
are $880 billion in cuts to Medicaid, a 
rollback of SNAP and nutrition assist-
ance, which hit the Black and Brown 
communities the hardest. In 2023, over 
25 percent of Black households relied 
on SNAP benefits, and a whole bunch 
of other groups relied on SNAP bene-
fits, too. 

There is no meaningful investment in 
housing. While over 40 percent of Black 
renters are cost-burdened, this bill of-
fers nothing, nada, zip, to ease the af-
fordable housing crisis. 

There is a plan to unravel Social Se-
curity as we know it, directly harming 
the nearly 5 million Black Americans 
who rely on those benefits in retire-
ment. 

To top it off, there is a permanent 
tax break for billionaires like Elon 
Musk and the President. That’s right, 
while they strip away healthcare and 
housing, they are cutting taxes for bil-
lionaires with private jets and yachts 
and $400 million planes. 

To be clear, less than 15 percent of 
constituents in every single congres-
sional district, yo, red and blue, less 
than 15 percent of constituents in 
every single district support cuts to 
Medicaid. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure you read this: 
Moody’s just downgraded the U.S. cred-
it outlook. What does that mean? High-
er interest rates, more expensive loans, 
deeper household debt, more expensive 
money. This hurts families already 
stretched thin and it disproportion-
ately hurts Black families who already 
face a median wealth that is just one- 
tenth that of White families according 
to a 2022 study. 

When this President and MAGA Re-
publicans say they want to help the 
American family, we have to ask, 
which American families? 

The regular families I represent in 
south Los Angeles, Culver City, Ladera 
Heights, and all across the 37th Con-
gressional District in California are 
not being helped by this bill. They are 
being targeted. 

Just to reiterate, I have 700,000 con-
stituents in my district. Like every 

other Representative, I have 470,000 
constituents that will be kicked off 
Medicaid if this bill is passed. My con-
stituents are being told they don’t de-
serve to learn their history, they don’t 
deserve access to healthcare, they 
don’t deserve decent housing, and they 
definitely don’t deserve a tax system 
that is going to treat them fairly. 

Mr. Speaker, the American Dream 
should not be reserved for those with a 
trust fund or a Mar-a-Lago member-
ship. The American story should in-
clude all of us, our ancestors, our 
struggles, our achievements. 

We cannot build a just future on a 
foundation of lies and fear and erasure. 

The real question is why are Repub-
licans so afraid of us? People certainly 
try to get our hair, our men, our body 
types, our culture, our food. They want 
us as friends and validators. Quite 
frankly, it is exhausting having to 
navigate all of the insecurities of those 
trying to erase us. 

Democrats here in this Black Caucus 
are not going to forget but are going to 
fight against policies that punish the 
poor and reward the powerful. Demo-
crats are going to fight for a country 
where Black history is American his-
tory and Black futures are American 
futures. 

As the saying goes in our country: If 
you don’t tell your story, someone else 
will. You best believe they will get it 
wrong. We are telling our story to-
night, and we are telling the real truth. 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
TROY CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank our outstanding lead-
ers tonight for this Special Order hour. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support 
of our museums, our cultural institu-
tions. We know that African-American 
history is, in fact, American history, 
and it must be recognized as such. 

The Musk-Trump administration’s 
executive orders targeting museums 
are disgraceful. It is a disgraceful at-
tempt to erase Black Americans’ con-
tributions from our Nation’s history. 

I am especially disgusted by the ad-
ministration’s attack on the Smithso-
nian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. 

For so many years, under the leader-
ship of the late John Lewis, who played 
a key role in the efforts to secure fund-
ing and legislation for this museum. 
Our community fought for the creation 
of this museum. Our community fought 
many times for it when Republicans 
fought against it. Finally, it was 
signed into law in a bipartisan way. It 
was signed by George W. Bush in 2003. 

b 1950 

Mr. Speaker, it was a bipartisan ef-
fort—this museum that tells the story 
of the struggles of African Americans 
and the contributions of African Amer-
icans, which, by the way, is American 
history, history that everyone should 
know—the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
It is history, just that. It happened. 
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You can’t untouch or touch up what 
has already happened. 

When it was finally signed, many 
stood together hand-in-hand—Black 
and White, Republican and Democrat— 
recognizing the significance and the 
importance of this monumental legis-
lation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask: Why was it okay 
then for Republicans, Black and White, 
Democrats, and Independents to stand 
together hailing the importance of this 
international museum of history that 
recognizes the contributions of African 
Americans and the pain and suffering 
of the African-American community? 

Why was it okay for us to be lockstep 
then and not now? Why is this Repub-
lican administration so threatened by 
this museum that it would seek to 
defund, defame, and deface? 

This museum today is a testament of 
the legacy of generations who sac-
rificed everything for justice, progress, 
and equality. We will not stand by as 
our history is dismissed, diminished, or 
defunded. 

The National Museum of African- 
American History and Culture is not 
divisive; it is essential. It tells the 
truth of a people who built this Nation, 
endured its greatest injustices, and 
still rise to shape its future with bril-
liance, faith, and resilience in the face 
of great obstacles, even in 2025. Yet, we 
rise. 

When the administration chooses to 
target museums that honor Black his-
tory, it is engaging in a deliberate at-
tempt to silence the truth and to erase 
the past. 

I demand, we demand, and we all 
should demand full support for every 
museum and institution that honors 
dignity, struggles, and the contribu-
tions of African Americans, Asian 
Americans, Hispanic Americans, and 
all Americans because our history is 
important. 

African-American history is, in fact, 
American history. You cannot separate 
the two. Our history is a history that 
everyone should know. 

The Congressional Black Caucus 
earned the name, the ‘‘Conscience of 
the Congress.’’ We are here tonight to 
say: 

Hands off of the National Museum of 
African-American History and Culture. 

Hands off of our hard-fought gains. 
Hands off of the efforts to remind 

people that a history that is forgotten 
is a history that is repeated. 

History and culture will stand, and 
all other similar institutions across 
our Nation should likewise be pro-
tected. Let’s end this foolish, foolish 
Musk-Trump notion that our Constitu-
tion doesn’t matter, that our rule of 
law doesn’t matter, and that our abil-
ity to work together somehow is a bad 
thing. We know it isn’t. 

I implore my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle to wake up and not let 
anyone divide us any further than we 
have already been divided. We are one 
country. We have a responsibility to 
the people to do the right thing. 

We will continue to use all of the 
tools in our toolbox. You have heard 
me speak of the three Cs—the Con-
gress, the courts, and the community— 
and we will use every one of them, and 
we will continue to fight until victory 
is won. 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my good friend the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. CARTER), a place with 
rich culture. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinguished 
privilege to yield to the gentlewoman 
from Virginia (Ms. MCCLELLAN), my 
good friend who represents the Fourth 
District. 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
a proud Virginian. 

Virginia is the birthplace of Amer-
ican democracy. It is also the birth-
place of American slavery. 

From the beginning of this country, 
we have been on the right side of his-
tory and the wrong side of history. I 
am proud to stand here as a history 
maker in my own right, elected in 2023 
as the first African-American woman 
to represent the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. 

How did I get here? My interest in 
government was sparked by a love of 
history. My love of history was sparked 
by my parents. 

My father, who was born in 1925 in 
Nashville, Tennessee, spent his sum-
mers in Alabama at a school that his 
grandfather, my great-grandfather, 
founded because Tennessee did not 
think Black children were worthy of a 
high-quality public education. 

I am the daughter of Lois McClellan, 
born in the Gulf Coast of Mississippi in 
1932, who had to leave her town to be-
come the first member of her family to 
go beyond the eighth grade because the 
State of Mississippi did not deem Black 
children worthy of a quality public 
education. The Catholic church did, 
but only to the eighth grade. 

Listening to my parents’ stories as a 
child, they saw the best of government 
through the New Deal. They saw the 
worst of government through Jim 
Crow. Yet, it wasn’t just what I learned 
in a textbook because their stories— 
my grandparents’ stories and my great- 
grandparents’ stories—weren’t in the 
Virginia textbooks. I learned them at 
my parents’ feet. I learned them be-
cause my great-grandfather happened 
to write a book about his experiences. 

This history helped me to understand 
how this country was actually founded. 
By going to historic sites, the names 
and dates came alive, but my family’s 
history wasn’t told. When I would go to 
Monticello, I was fascinated by the 
idea written by Thomas Jefferson that 
‘‘ . . . all men are created equal and en-
dowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.’’ 

Yet, I learned nothing about the hun-
dreds of Black people, including the 
mother of his children, who lived at 
Monticello and served him but weren’t 
free. I didn’t learn those stories while 
visiting Monticello. I learned them 
later as an adult. 

My study of history has shown that, 
in Virginia, this beautiful idea of a 
government derived from the people, 
rather than divine right through kings, 
was created in Virginia, the first rep-
resentative democracy in the Western 
Hemisphere, less than an hour away 
from where I live, in Jamestown. Yet, 
those settlers came on a business ven-
ture to take land that was already set-
tled by Algonquian-speaking people for 
over centuries, and that land was ex-
ploited to make money for the crown of 
England. 

Yet, they created a government in 
July 1619. A month later, the first re-
corded Africans were brought to our 
shores at Point Comfort, who were sto-
len from their home in Angola, stolen 
again from a slave ship by pirates, and 
traded to those settlers for goods and 
victuals. Their names weren’t even re-
corded. They were listed as 20-some-odd 
Africans. That is how this country was 
founded. It is uncomfortable, but it is 
true. 

I will spare you the full 400-year his-
tory, but there is a pattern to it. His-
tory may not repeat itself, but it 
rhymes. The history of our country has 
been: How do we reconcile the ideal 
upon which we were founded by the re-
ality upon which we were founded? 
How do we reconcile that every time 
we make progress toward that ideal— 
and we have made progress. I wouldn’t 
be standing here today in a body that 
was not built for people like me but 
may have been built by people like me. 
We have made progress, but every time 
we make progress, there is a backlash. 
That backlash has included three 
things: propaganda, violence, and voter 
suppression. 

b 2000 

My great-grandfather experienced 
the first backlash. Born on a planta-
tion in Alabama, he got the right to 
vote after he took a literacy test and 
after he had to answer two sets of ques-
tions because he was on a list of people 
not to register because he was a teach-
er teaching other Black people in his 
community how to get a better life. 

He experienced the terror of 
lynchings, being afraid that if you 
looked at someone the wrong way, you 
could be hung. If you disrespected 
someone, you could be shot by a mob 
that was never brought to justice. That 
was the backlash that came in response 
to Reconstruction, which was never 
fully taught in my history books. We 
went from the end of the Civil War to 
the civil rights movement. 

The second wave of progress and in 
response to that progress was the back-
lash of our leaders being assassinated. I 
heard these stories from my parents 
and my grandparents, but they are not 
here anymore. My father passed away 
over a decade ago. My mother passed 
away last year. As more and more peo-
ple who lived under the terror of Jim 
Crow are moving on from this mortal 
plane, it is important we keep that his-
tory alive. 
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Not all of them shared that history 

because it was painful and it was un-
comfortable. They didn’t like talking 
about it and many of them did, but 
their stories are fading. That is why 
our museums and history and books 
that can continue this legacy on are 
important because I can’t quite explain 
to my now 10 and 15-year-old children 
in quite the same eloquence that my 
parents did. I can’t explain what they 
went through the same way. When they 
were here for spring break earlier this 
year, we went to the African American 
History Museum. Watching that his-
tory come alive through my children 
again, I felt my parents with me. I felt 
my grandparents with me. I felt my 
great-grandparents with me. 

As I stood in the exhibit on the Mid-
dle Passage thinking about what some-
body in my family lived through so 
that I could be here in this moment 
and fight this latest backlash to erase 
our history, somebody survived being 
chained in the bottom of a slave ship 
with hundreds of other people from Af-
rica to Virginia, but I don’t know who 
they are. I don’t know who their chil-
dren are. I don’t know who their grand-
children are. In my father’s family, we 
can only trace back to his grand-
parents because before that, no one 
deemed it important to write down the 
names of the people they enslaved. 

That is why not only is this personal 
for members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus but is also important to 
our country to heal because the Amer-
ican people are family and like every 
family, we have suffered trauma. Like 
every family, if you ignore the trauma, 
if you bury the trauma, it doesn’t heal. 
The only way it heals is when you ac-
knowledge what happened and you 
learn from it. That is why every time 
there is a backlash and it involves 
propaganda to erase what happened 
and the truth, it doesn’t erase it, it 
buries it and the trauma flares up. 

Why do you think the Russians in 
2016 decided to choose race as the scab 
to pick at? That is because in this 
country we have never truly healed. 
Until we talk about all of our history, 
we will never heal as a country and we 
will never live up to the ideals upon 
which we were founded. 

The Congressional Black Caucus will 
fight every day to make sure that our 
stories are told, that all American sto-
ries are told, whether they are uncom-
fortable or not. They happened and 
they made us who we are as a people. It 
made us who we are as a Nation, and 
we cannot run from it. 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for her personal and 
powerful story about the benefits of 
history, as well as healing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland, the Honorable GLENN 
IVEY. 

Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues from Ohio and California for 
hosting this event today. 

My colleague from Virginia who just 
spoke, which I hadn’t actually planned 

on talking much about that, but after 
my family moved from North Carolina, 
we moved to Virginia and one of the 
things I recall was Virginia history. 

We had our history book. Interest-
ingly enough, it started with James-
town and Williamsburg obviously, then 
it kind of skipped ahead to the Civil 
War and the focus of the Civil War. 
There is no mention of slavery in be-
tween the two, by the way, or barely 
any. 

The focus of the Civil War was what 
they called the great Confederate gen-
erals: Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jack-
son, and the others. It talked about 
how great they were as generals, and 
the fact that if they only had an equal 
amount of supplies as the Union gen-
erals, they would have been able to win 
the war. They called it the war be-
tween the States. 

In some instances, the war of north-
ern aggression, which is a little hard to 
imagine these days, but that was the 
schoolbook I learned from in my public 
school in Prince William County. 

The interesting thing about that, we 
have seen what the effort was with re-
spect to the attempt to change history, 
we became the United States after the 
Civil War, after the African-American 
community was liberated from slavery 
and there was a chance to have the op-
portunity to vote, to participate fully 
in the community, in the Nation. That 
was overturned essentially by a deal 
that was cut between the North and 
the South after President Lincoln was 
assassinated and it led to the segrega-
tion of African Americans across the 
country. 

What went side by side with that was 
the obliteration of the actual history 
of what had led up to that point and 
the twisting of history to argue that, 
essentially, African Americans 
couldn’t be trusted to be voting people 
in the democracy; that, in some in-
stances, they even claimed that Afri-
can Americans belonged in chains, be-
longed in slavery. As you heard earlier, 
the suggestion—I think that was from 
the Florida State government, not 150 
years ago but recently—that African 
Americans actually benefited from 
being enslaved. 

Now, we all know how silly that is or, 
I guess, our colleagues, maybe not nec-
essarily in Florida, but it is a ridicu-
lous statement. It is the kind of era-
sure and twisting of history that I 
think is critical to make sure that we 
fight against. 

My mother was a librarian. My moth-
er-in-law ended up being a librarian, so 
we had a heavy concentration of focus 
on books in my family during that 
stretch and the importance of history. 
I thought I would give a couple of ex-
amples of some of the issues that had 
popped up with respect to what the 
Trump administration has done. 

This is the executive order by Presi-
dent Trump that was issued in March. 
It was titled: ‘‘Restoring Truth and 
Sanity to American History.’’ The re-
ality is it wasn’t about restoring truth 

and sanity to American history, it was 
really about hiding and deleting and 
whitewashing American history. 

One of the things they did in their 
first steps was to go to the Naval Acad-
emy. I guess an executive order was 
issued and the Department of Defense 
focused on this, in part. The Naval 
Academy, in response to that executive 
order and those directions from the 
White House and the Pentagon, pulled 
the book called ‘‘I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings’’ from the book-
shelves at the Naval Academy. That 
was by Maya Angelou, who was one of 
the most respected writers in American 
history. 

If I recall correctly, she was one of 
the poet laureates and spoke at one of 
the inaugurations, as well. 

b 2010 
What I thought was interesting about 

that was that even though they pulled 
Maya Angelou’s book from the 
shelves—the book, by the way, was an 
autobiography. It talked about her 
rise, her growth as she was raised in 
the South, and the terrible things that 
she went through, including sexual as-
sault and racial discrimination issues, 
and how she rose above it. In fact, a 
later book that she wrote based on one 
of her poems is called ‘‘And Still I 
Rise,’’ and it is the type of inspiring 
literature that I think not only should 
we not be hiding from Americans, but 
we should be encouraging all Ameri-
cans to see. 

The Naval Academy pulled that 
book, but they left two copies of an-
other book, ‘‘Mein Kampf’’ by Adolf 
Hitler, still on the shelves. In addition 
to that, there was another book that 
they left called ‘‘The Bell Curve.’’ You 
might not recall ‘‘The Bell Curve,’’ but 
I distinctly remember when it was pub-
lished. ‘‘The Bell Curve’’ argued that 
Black men and women are genetically 
less intelligent than White people. 
That is still on the shelves at the 
Naval Academy, but the book that 
critiqued ‘‘The Bell Curve’’ was pulled. 
This is what we are getting from the 
Trump administration. 

Of the books that they called for 
them to review, I think it was approxi-
mately 900 books. They reviewed those 
books, based on the request from the 
Trump administration, based on the 
executive order. Ultimately, it resulted 
in nearly 400 books being selected for 
removal from the Naval Academy’s li-
brary. 

What I thought was interesting about 
that was the person the library is 
named after, Admiral Nimitz, actually 
held a totally different conception 
about what should happen with respect 
to the sharing of information in books. 
In fact, he founded the library for this 
179-year-old institution in Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

I represent Maryland. I am proud of 
the Naval Academy in Annapolis, but 
this is a low moment in the history of 
the academy, I must say. 

In response to this decision, one of 
its alums, Admiral James Stavridis, 
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said: ‘‘The Pentagon might have an ar-
gument if midshipmen were being 
forced to read these 400 books.’’ 

By the way, he is an author, an acad-
emy alumnus, and a former Com-
mander of all U.S. forces in Europe. 

‘‘As I understand it, they were just 
among the hundreds of thousands of 
books in the Nimitz Library which a 
student might opt to check out. What 
are we afraid of keeping from them in 
the library?’’ 

I couldn’t agree more with this ques-
tion. 

‘‘Book banning can be a canary in a 
coal mine and could predict a stifling 
of free speech and thought,’’ he contin-
ued. ‘‘Books that challenge us make us 
stronger. We need officers who are edu-
cated, not indoctrinated.’’ 

General Mark Milley is not a fan of 
the Trump administration. Certainly, 
the feeling seems to be mutual. You 
may recall, back in June 2021, this 
issue came up where they were chal-
lenging him with respect to something 
that was called critical race theory. We 
won’t go into all of that, but keep in 
mind that K–12 schools never taught 
critical race theory. In any event, they 
brought it up with General Milley. He 
said: ‘‘I have read Mao Zedong. I have 
read Karl Marx. I have read Lenin. 
That doesn’t make me a Communist.’’ 

He then offered an argument for ex-
panding political studies in the service 
of defending the Constitution after the 
January 6 attack on the Capitol. He 
said: ‘‘I want to understand White rage, 
and I am White and I want to under-
stand it. What is it that caused thou-
sands of people to assault this building 
and try to overturn the Constitution of 
the United States of America?’’ 

Just a little aside on that point, 
there is a plaque that has been re-
quested to be posted here in the Capitol 
that represents the brave men and 
women of the Capitol Police who 
fought to protect the people who were 
trapped here by the attacking mob. 
The Republican leadership refuses to 
post that plaque, but you can’t change 
history. 

As another example, they wanted to 
eliminate information about Jackie 
Robinson, the celebrated baseball play-
er, a Hall of Fame star, who was a 
great baseball player for sure but also 
celebrated because he integrated Major 
League Baseball. Prior to his arrival, 
African Americans were basically not 
allowed to play in the major leagues. 
They wanted to strip out this informa-
tion about Jackie Robinson. 

This is an article that talks about 
Robinson’s military service during 
World War II, when he served in the 
761st Tank Battalion, the Black Pan-
thers. It noted that he was court- 
martialed, but eventually acquitted, 
after refusing to move to the back of 
an Army bus in 1944. He received an 
honorable discharge later that year. 

This touches me a bit because my fa-
ther-in-law served in World War II and 
was a decorated soldier, as well. In 
fact, after World War II, he reenlisted 

for ground combat in Korea. They 
made him wait a few days to make sure 
that he really knew what he was doing, 
and of course, he did. He is buried at 
Arlington now. He had a Silver Star 
and two Bronze Stars, outstanding 
service, and rose to the level of cap-
tain. 

When he came back from Italy, where 
he had been serving, to the United 
States, he was in an all-Black bat-
talion. There were German prisoners 
who actually had a chance to ride in 
the front of the train, while he and his 
other Black colleagues still had to ride 
in the back because segregation contin-
ued. Even though the war against Hit-
ler was supposed to be a war to end rac-
ism and fight Nazi discrimination, 
when he got back here, it was still the 
same old story. 

They also tried to strip out informa-
tion about Medgar Evers, a World War 
II veteran and Mississippi civil rights 
activist who was assassinated in 1963. 
He had been a leader with the local 
NAACP and was assassinated because 
he was fighting for the right to vote for 
African Americans. They erased that 
information from the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery website. 

The Army removed, but subsequently 
reinstated, a website dedicated to the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, the 
most decorated unit in military his-
tory. That unit was made up of Japa-
nese-American soldiers who fought de-
spite the internment of their families. 
Those were the concentration camps 
that held Japanese Americans, largely 
in California but also in other parts of 
the country. 

Despite that, Japanese-American sol-
diers volunteered to fight in World War 
II. One of those soldiers, Daniel Inouye, 
later became a long-serving United 
States Senator from Hawaii. I remem-
ber Senator Inouye primarily from his 
leadership in the Watergate hearings. 
He was an outstanding public servant, 
a great American, and a great soldier, 
but they tried to eliminate his history 
from the history books here. 

We have this most recent incident, 
too. President Trump fired the Librar-
ian of Congress. This one kind of came 
out of the blue, it seemed to me. She 
had served in that position for nearly 
10 years, including during his first ad-
ministration. She had been celebrated 
as a great Librarian, and she had done 
a great job in the position. 

Normally, you get long terms for 
your service, and there was no indica-
tion that she had done anything wrong 
until Trump two came back, Trump 47, 
and they decided to fire her. They gave 
her a two-sentence letter that said, 
after all of your years in service, you 
are still terminated. 

It kicked up such a controversy, the 
White House Press Secretary, Karoline 
Leavitt, said there were quite con-
cerning things that she had done at the 
Library of Congress in the pursuit of 
DEI and putting inappropriate books in 
the Library for children. 

Keep in mind a couple of things. One 
is that the Library of Congress is not a 

lending library for the public, so there 
was no risk that any kids would be tak-
ing these books or any books from the 
Library of Congress. 

Secondly, the Library of Congress 
has over 178 million items. It is the re-
pository for the United States Con-
gress. The department that deals with 
copyright for books is under that, and 
the Congressional Research Service is 
under her authority, as well. 

b 2020 
Mr. Speaker, that is why they have 

so many books, including books that 
you or I might not want to read or we 
might not agree with. The point is all 
of the books need to be there because 
we need that repository. 

By the way, it is the Library of Con-
gress. Those of us here in Congress 
know this is a resource for us. There is 
absolutely no reason that the Presi-
dent of the United States should be 
meddling with our repository. It is 
really inappropriate and wrong. That is 
why it hadn’t happened prior to that. 

Congressman GERRY CONNOLLY made 
this observation about the firing of Ms. 
Hayden, the librarian. With this deci-
sion, Donald Trump continues his at-
tempts to censor our history, bend our 
culture to his will, and interfere with 
the free flow of information among the 
American people. It is a national dis-
grace. 

I couldn’t agree more. The reality is 
that, despite the executive order, this 
administration is actually making it 
more difficult for children and adults 
to learn about American history. They 
are slashing museum budgets by gut-
ting the Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services. They are defunding 
public broadcasting and public tele-
vision. 

The President does not decide what is 
worthy of being in a museum, and he 
shouldn’t decide what is worthy of 
being in a library. He should not be de-
ciding what our children learn in 
school, and he should not be afraid of 
American history. 

Knowing our history makes us 
stronger because knowledge is power. 
That power, the power of the truth, be-
longs to all Americans. It is the basis 
of our democracy. It is the key to our 
future. 

It is critical, as the United States 
moves forward, that we preserve our 
history, learn our history, and under-
stand our history so that we don’t re-
peat the negative aspects of our his-
tory. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
and the Congressional Black Caucus for 
their work on this matter. 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio has 4 minutes re-
maining. 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, as we talk 
about the importance of Black history 
tonight, I also want to highlight north-
east Ohio’s rich connection to Black 
history. 
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In northeast Ohio, our Black history 

legacy stacks up against anyone’s. In 
fact, one of the first places to celebrate 
Black History Month for a whole 
month was Kent State University. 
After decades as just a week-long 
event, Kent State made it a full month 
in 1970, 6 years before the White House 
did. 

Northeast Ohio is also home to the 
great Jesse Owens who smashed the 
myth of white supremacy on a global 
stage, right under Hitler’s nose at the 
1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Northeast Ohio has shaped the life 
and stories of Nobel Prize-winning au-
thor Toni Morrison and the poet, 
Langston Hughes. 

Cleveland is where Larry Doby inte-
grated the American League. Carl 
Stokes made history as the first Black 
mayor of a major city, and Garrett 
Morgan invented the traffic light. 

Black leadership from Cleveland also 
changed the calendar. In 1890, Ohio 
Representative John Patterson Green, 
the first Black-elected official in 
Cleveland, authored legislation to es-
tablish Labor Day as a State holiday 4 
years before it became a Federal holi-
day. 

Frederick Douglass spoke in Cleve-
land multiple times, beginning in the 
1840s, connecting us to the abolition 
movement nationwide. 

In 1851, Sojourner Truth delivered 
her famous speech, ‘‘Ain’t I a Woman?’’ 
down the road in Akron; a landmark 
event in Black feminism. 

A century later, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., spoke frequently in Cleve-
land and lent his support for our local 
civil rights efforts. 

Northeast Ohio’s Black history leg-
acy includes three Representatives who 
came before me: Representatives Louis 
Stokes, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, and 
Marcia L. Fudge represented northeast 
Ohio for over 50 years. They chaired 
committees and subcommittees and 
served on some of the House’s most 
powerful committees. 

Congressman Stokes and Congress-
woman Fudge both chaired the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. 

In 2021, Congresswoman Fudge was 
confirmed as the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development and the first 
Black woman to lead the agency since 
the 1970s. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we 
continue to celebrate Black leadership, 
Black achievement, and Black excel-
lence because we have been so fre-
quently ignored, erased, and mini-
mized. 

Finally, Black history is American 
history and local history in Ohio and 
across the country. In 1967, Dr. King 
spoke at Glenville High School in 
Cleveland. Speaking that day, he 
talked about how our history isn’t sep-
arate from the country’s; it is part of 
it. He said: ‘‘Abused and scorned as we 
may be, our destiny is tied up with the 
destiny of America.’’ 

Speaking in Cleveland, Dr. King con-
cluded with a simple message which 

should be our charge today: ‘‘ . . . we 
must keep moving, we must keep 
going.’’ The goal of the Congressional 
Black Caucus is to keep us moving for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues and I 
have highlighted over this past hour 
how this administration is inten-
tionally attacking Black history, 
which is an attack on American his-
tory, we will not allow this attack to 
continue. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Mr. JEFFRIES) for today on account 
of flight delays. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 27 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, May 20, 2025, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–963. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: DDTC 25–003 pursuant 
to Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–964. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: DDTC 25–027 pursuant 
to Section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control 
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–965. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting pursuant to 
Article 12(3) of the Treaty Between The Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and 
the Government of Australia Concerning De-
fense Trade Cooperation, and section 
126.16(o) of the International Traffic in Arms 
Regulations; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–966. A letter from the Senior Bureau 
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: DDTC 25–007, Report of 
Proposed Exports, pursuant to section 
40(g)(2) of the Arms Export Control Act (22 
U.S.C. 2780(g)(2)); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

EC–967. A letter from the Acting Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Director, Office of Financial 
Management, United States Capitol Police, 
transmitting the Statement of Disburse-
ments for the U.S. Capitol Police for the pe-
riod October 1, 2024 through March 31, 2025, 
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 1910(a); Public Law 109– 
55, Sec. 1005; (119 Stat. 575) (H. Doc. No. 119– 
53); to the Committee on House Administra-
tion and ordered to be printed. 

EC–968. A letter from the Fisheries Regula-
tions Specialist, NMFS, Department of Com-

merce, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; 2024 Com-
mercial Quota Harvested for the State of 
New York [Docket No.: 231215–0305; RTID 
0648–XE552] received May 17, 2025, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104–121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 1578. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to promote assistance 
from persons recognized by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for individuals who file cer-
tain claims under laws administered by the 
Secretary, with an amendment (Rept. 119– 
102). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 1969. A bill to amend and reau-
thorize the Staff Sergeant Parker Gordon 
Fox Suicide Prevention Grant Program of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, with an 
amendment (Rept. 119–103). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BOST: Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. H.R. 1815. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to take certain ac-
tions in the case of a default on a home loan 
guaranteed by the Secretary, and for other 
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 119–104). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LANGWORTHY: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 426. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the joint resolution (S.J. 
Res. 13) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Of-
fice of the Comptroller of the Currency of 
the Department of the Treasury relating to 
the review of applications under the Bank 
Merger Act; providing for consideration of 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 31) providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Review of Final Rule 
Reclassification of Major Sources as Area 
Sources Under Section 112 of the Clean Air 
Act’’; and waiving a requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consider-
ation of certain resolutions reported from 
the Committee on Rules (Rept. 119–105). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. YAKYM: 
H.R. 3479. A bill to improve the licensing 

and security of submarine and cross-border 
terrestrial telecommunications cables, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committees on Transportation and Infra-
structure, Natural Resources, and Foreign 
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 
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By Ms. UNDERWOOD: 

H.R. 3480. A bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to include 
fertility treatment and care as an essential 
health benefit; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. BARRETT (for himself and Mr. 
TRAN): 

H.R. 3481. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide for electronic com-
munication relating to educational assist-
ance benefits under the laws administered by 
the Secretary, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 3482. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to establish an online program 
through which an employee of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs may schedule an 
appointment for a covered veteran with a 
non-Department health care provider under 
the Veterans Community Care Program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 3483. A bill to amend title 38, to direct 

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to use an 
information technology system to detect 
fraud, waste, and abuse regarding claims for 
payment submitted to the Secretary under 
the Veterans Community Care Program; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. BARR (for himself, Mr. EMMER, 
Mr. WESTERMAN, and Mrs. HINSON): 

H.R. 3484. A bill to terminate unused au-
thorities of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission that were established pursuant 
to the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act; to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

By Mr. BEGICH (for himself, Mr. COLE, 
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. STAUBER, Ms. DA-
VIDS of Kansas, Mr. WITTMAN, and Mr. 
CASE): 

H.R. 3485. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to eliminate certain requirements 
relating to the award of construction sub-
contracts within the county or State of per-
formance; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness. 

By Mrs. BICE (for herself, Mr. KNOTT, 
Mr. ZINKE, and Mr. SCHMIDT): 

H.R. 3486. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to increase penalties for 
individuals who illegally enter and reenter 
the United States after being removed, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOST: 
H.R. 3487. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Agriculture to designate and maintain at 
least 20 percent of the total number of trails 
in the Shawnee National Forest for trail 
riding by covered vehicles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CARBAJAL (for himself and 
Ms. BROWNLEY): 

H.R. 3488. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Pipeline and Hazardous Mate-
rials Safety Administration to apply the 
final rule relating to valve installation and 
minimum rupture detection standards to 
Type A gas gathering lines, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and in addition to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK (for 
herself and Mr. CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 3489. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to codify the requirements for 
appointment, qualifications, and pay for 
therapeutic and diagnostic medical physi-
cists of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself and 
Mr. COMER): 

H.R. 3490. A bill to require the Government 
Accountability Office to produce a report on 
esophageal cancer, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Ms. DEGETTE (for herself, Mr. HUD-
SON, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. COLE, Ms. 
NORTON, and Mr. STAUBER): 

H.R. 3491. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to 
carry out a program of research, training, 
and investigation related to Down syndrome, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. GREENE of Georgia (for her-
self, Mr. CRANE, Mr. FINSTAD, Mrs. 
LUNA, Mrs. BICE, Mrs. MILLER of Illi-
nois, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. MCGUIRE, 
Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr. BIGGS of Arizona, 
Mr. BURLISON, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana, Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr. 
NEHLS, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. HAR-
RIS of Maryland, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. 
HERN of Oklahoma, Mr. COLLINS, Mr. 
OGLES, Mr. BABIN, Mr. CLYDE, Ms. DE 
LA CRUZ, Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. OWENS, 
Mr. PALMER, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr. NOR-
MAN, Mr. MILLER of Ohio, Mr. 
STEUBE, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Mr. 
MOORE of West Virginia, Mr. COMER, 
Mr. GILL of Texas, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. 
MCDOWELL, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, and 
Mr. GOODEN): 

H.R. 3492. A bill to amend section 116 of 
title 18, United States Code, with respect to 
genital and bodily mutilation and chemical 
castration of minors; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Mrs. 
LUNA, Ms. KAPTUR, and Mr. BIGGS of 
Arizona): 

H.R. 3493. A bill to reduce prescription drug 
prices by aligning U.S. prices with inter-
national benchmarks; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committees on Ways and Means, and the 
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia (for her-
self and Mr. PANETTA): 

H.R. 3494. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to carry out an informa-
tion technology system and prioritize cer-
tain requirements to manage supply chains 
for medical facilities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. KILEY of California (for him-
self and Mr. CUELLAR): 

H.R. 3495. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to clarify the defini-
tion of employee as it relates to direct sell-
ers and real estate agents, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
Workforce. 

By Ms. KING-HINDS: 
H.R. 3496. A bill to amend the Small Busi-

ness Act for microloan eligibility for the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business. 

By Mr. MAST: 
H.R. 3497. A bill to establish a medal of 

service for law enforcement officers and first 
responders; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. MFUME (for himself, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER of 
Louisiana, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Mrs. MCCLAIN DELANEY, Mr. DAVIS of 

Illinois, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, 
Ms. ELFRETH, Mr. EVANS of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. FIELDS, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. 
HOYER, Mr. IVEY, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
LYNCH, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
OLSZEWSKI, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. 
RASKIN, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, and Ms. WILSON of Florida): 

H.R. 3498. A bill to award posthumously a 
Congressional Gold Medal to Henrietta 
Lacks, in recognition of her immortal cells 
which have made invaluable contributions to 
global health, scientific research, our qual-
ity of life, and patients’ rights; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on House Administra-
tion, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. OWENS (for himself and Mr. 
MOORE of Utah): 

H.R. 3499. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to exempt certain em-
ployees engaged in outdoor recreational out-
fitting or guiding services from minimum 
wage and maximum hours requirements; to 
the Committee on Education and Workforce. 

By Mr. RYAN (for himself and Mr. 
NUNN of Iowa): 

H.R. 3500. A bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
reauthorize the public safety and community 
policing grant program under part Q of title 
I of that Act; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Ms. SÁNCHEZ (for herself, Mr. 
LAHOOD, Ms. MATSUI, and Mr. BILI-
RAKIS): 

H.R. 3501. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for certain 
cognitive impairment detection in the Medi-
care annual wellness visit and initial preven-
tive physical examination; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SCHMIDT (for himself and Ms. 
HAGEMAN): 

H.R. 3502. A bill to ensure recovery of tax-
payer costs and damages in restraining ac-
tions wrongfully brought against the United 
States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VAN DREW (for himself and 
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina): 

H.R. 3503. A bill to prohibit life insurance 
providers from discriminating based on a 
person’s status as a living kidney donor, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

By Ms. CRAIG (for herself, Mr. VAN 
DREW, and Ms. TITUS): 

H. Res. 427. A resolution recognizing ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week’’; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. MESSMER: 

H. Res. 428. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of May 2025 as ‘‘Moving 
Month’’; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for 
himself, Mr. KILEY of California, and 
Mr. MCGARVEY): 

H. Res. 429. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of May 17, 2025, as 
‘‘Necrotizing Enterocolitis Awareness Day’’; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 

STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. YAKYM: 
H.R. 3479. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Ms. UNDERWOOD: 

H.R. 3480. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. BARRETT: 

H.R. 3481. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 3482. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARRETT: 
H.R. 3483. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mr. BARR: 
H.R. 3484. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
By Mr. BEGICH: 

H.R. 3485. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

By Mrs. BICE: 
H.R. 3486. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carryinginto Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

By Mr. BOST: 
H.R. 3487. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. CARBAJAL: 
H.R. 3488. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK: 
H.R. 3489. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 3490. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Ms. DEGETTE: 
H.R. 3491. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Ms. GREENE of Georgia: 
H.R. 3492. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, United States Con-
stitution 

By Mr. KHANNA: 
H.R. 3493. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia: 
H.R. 3494. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
By Mr. KILEY of California: 

H.R. 3495. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 

By Ms. KING-HINDS: 
H.R. 3496. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution 

By Mr. MAST: 
H.R. 3497. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 

By Mr. MFUME: 
H.R. 3498. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause, 6 empowers 

Congress to coin money. The U.S. Treasury 
through the United States Mint has histori-
cally exercised its power over coinage to 
strike national medals. 

By Mr. OWENS: 
H.R. 3499. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 

By Mr. RYAN: 
H.R. 3500. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 

By Ms. SÁNCHEZ: 
H.R. 3501. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 

By Mr. SCHMIDT: 
H.R. 3502. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 1 of Article III of the Constitution 

By Mr. VAN DREW: 
H.R. 3503. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 40: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 154: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 255: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 347: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 373: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. 
H.R. 404: Mrs. BICE, Mr. LATTA, and Mr. 

GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 486: Ms. ESCOBAR. 
H.R. 503: Mr. EZELL. 
H.R. 507: Mr. EVANS of Colorado. 
H.R. 513: Ms. HAGEMAN. 
H.R. 516: Mr. STAUBER and Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 539: Mrs. HARSHBARGER and Ms. 

ESCOBAR. 
H.R. 556: Mr. CRANK and Mr. LATTA. 
H.R. 583: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 628: Ms. BYNUM. 
H.R. 643: Mr. TIFFANY. 

H.R. 647: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 650: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 722: Mrs. HINSON and Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 740: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 768: Mr. HIMES and Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 777: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 842: Mr. CROW and Ms. ANSARI. 
H.R. 909: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 940: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 1004: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 1024: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 1065: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Mr. 

NEAL. 
H.R. 1068: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. 
H.R. 1107: Mr. SUOZZI and Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 1111: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 1151: Mr. SCHMIDT, Mr. WHITESIDES, 

Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. 
HAMADEH of Arizona, Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. NAD-
LER, and Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 

H.R. 1190: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 1200: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 1229: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 1232: Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 1236: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky and Ms. 

TENNEY. 
H.R. 1254: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 1291: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 1317: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 1400: Mr. KENNEDY of New York. 
H.R. 1415: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas. 
H.R. 1448: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 1469: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 1492: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 1496: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 1518: Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. OBERNOLTE, 

and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 1525: Mrs. HINSON. 
H.R. 1529: Mr. CRANK and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 1551: Ms. PEREZ, Mr. VINDMAN, Mr. 

BRESNAHAN, and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 1578: Mr. SUOZZI and Mr. MIN. 
H.R. 1600: Mr. BELL. 
H.R. 1605: Mr. TIFFANY. 
H.R. 1616: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 1659: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
H.R. 1701: Mr. CALVERT and Mr. BEGICH. 
H.R. 1712: Mr. GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 1713: Ms. SCHRIER and Mr. ESTES. 
H.R. 1735: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 1742: Ms. DEXTER. 
H.R. 1787: Mr. HERNÁNDEZ. 
H.R. 1805: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 1851: Mr. MFUME. 
H.R. 1900: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 1917: Mr. QUIGLEY. 
H.R. 1933: Mr. EVANS of Pennsylvania and 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 2000: Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 2005: Mrs. HARSHBARGER. 
H.R. 2029: Ms. ELFRETH. 
H.R. 2049: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 2058: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 2094: Mrs. HINSON. 
H.R. 2096: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 2117: Mr. THANEDAR and Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.R. 2189: Mr. FALLON and Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 2225: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. 
H.R. 2232: Ms. BYNUM. 
H.R. 2257: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 2355: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
H.R. 2369: Mr. FALLON. 
H.R. 2429: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2484: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2532: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2538: Ms. NORTON and Mr. THOMPSON of 

Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 2548: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. VALADAO, and Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 2555: Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona. 
H.R. 2687: Ms. SCHOLTEN and Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 2702: Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 2729: Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. EDWARDS, and 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 2753: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 2767: Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. RILEY of New 

York, and Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 2777: Mr. SCHMIDT. 
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H.R. 2781: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and 

Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 2798: Ms. LEE of Florida and Mr. 

MOYLAN. 
H.R. 2799: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. 

MOULTON, Ms. ELFRETH, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. 
JACOBS, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Ms. 
PETTERSEN, Mr. KHANNA, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. 
STANSBURY, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
TOKUDA, and Mr. MORELLE. 

H.R. 2808: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 2823: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 2835: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 2860: Ms. STRICKLAND and Ms. 

DELBENE. 
H.R. 2864: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 2869: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 
H.R. 2902: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2911: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. FIELDS, Mr. 

CASE, and Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 2940: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 2941: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2947: Mr. SUOZZI, Mr. RUTHERFORD, 

and Mr. GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 2993: Mr. NEGUSE and Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3070: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 3095: Ms. LETLOW. 
H.R. 3105: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 3107: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 3112: Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 3119: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 3133: Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 3142: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 3144: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3184: Mr. VASQUEZ, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. 

LEVIN, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, and Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 3194: Mr. CRAWFORD. 

H.R. 3199: Mr. FOSTER and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3205: Mr. ROY. 
H.R. 3230: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 3237: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 3242: Ms. HAGEMAN and Mrs. HINSON. 
H.R. 3243: Mr. SUOZZI, Ms. MCCLELLAN, and 

Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 3246: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 3249: Mrs. MCIVER. 
H.R. 3258: Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 3262: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 3292: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 3306: Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 3307: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3321: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 3322: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 3323: Mr. LICCARDO. 
H.R. 3325: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 3330: Mr. GILL of Texas. 
H.R. 3335: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. CASAR, 

Ms. WATERS, and Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 3351: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 3373: Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. BELL, and Ms. 

MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 3392: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 3394: Mr. DAVIDSON and Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 3395: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 3396: Mrs. KIM and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 3401: Mr. CAREY. 
H.R. 3405: Mr. BELL, Mr. COSTA, Ms. PIN-

GREE, and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 3409: Ms. NORTON and Mr. 

GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3411: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 3422: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 3423: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 3464: Mr. GOLDMAN of Texas. 

H.R. 3470: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3472: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.J. Res. 39: Mr. SCHMIDT. 
H.J. Res. 96: Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. 

JAYAPAL, Ms. MCBRIDE, Ms. OMAR, Mr. AMO, 
and Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. 

H.J. Res. 97: Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Ms. MCBRIDE, Ms. OMAR, Mr. AMO, 
and Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. 

H. Con. Res. 4: Mr. MORAN. 
H. Con. Res. 8: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H. Con. Res. 12: Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. 

HUNT, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. 
BEGICH, and Mr. SCHMIDT. 

H. Con. Res. 26: Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 

H. Res. 70: Ms. MORRISON, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
and Mr. KHANNA. 

H. Res. 176: Mr. SELF. 
H. Res. 317: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H. Res. 369: Mr. POCAN and Ms. CRAIG. 
H. Res. 372: Ms. CHU and Ms. NORTON. 
H. Res. 384: Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. GOMEZ, and 

Mr. LICCARDO. 
H. Res. 400: Mr. BELL. 
H. Res. 406: Ms. TENNEY and Mr. WIED. 
H. Res. 408: Ms. TENNEY. 
H. Res. 412: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

FLEISCHMANN, Mr. GILL of Texas, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK. 

H. Res. 417: Ms. NORTON, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr. 
MCGOVERN. 

H. Res. 419: Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. NEGUSE. 

H. Res. 424: Mr. TAKANO. 
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