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is to bulldoze right through restraining
orders and court orders so that by the
time the law does catch up with them,
the damage will have been done. Com-
pliance is easy at that point. What is
left to fix once you have burned every-
thing to the ground?

This administration knows full well
they are breaking the law. They are
showing us all in plain view their goal
is to do irreparable damage, as much as
possible, as fast as possible.

Well, I am here today to sound the
alarm because this illegal power grab
is in direct violation of congressional
intent and appropriations laws.

The Supreme Court should act with
haste to bring this administration to
account and ensure that money Con-
gress appropriated gets to where it was
intended. Whether it 1is President
Trump or Elon Musk or the Secretary
of State calling the shots, Congress has
no visibility into DOGE’s actions, frus-
trating our ability to write funding
bills when government funding runs
out in weeks.
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By ignoring the law and congres-
sional intent, the administration has
created chaos; they have eroded trust
in the United States; and they made
way for Russia and China to take ad-
vantage of this leadership vacuum.

No one should fall for this thin ve-
neer about efficiency while this admin-
istration racks up legal fees, overdue
payments to contractors, pays people
not to work, and forces a global recall
of staff.

We have a process to avoid this kind
of chaos: The President submits his or
her budget request to Congress. Con-
gress holds hearings publicly, writes
and passes bills that become law. We
have explicit notification and consulta-
tion requirements for foreign assist-
ance funding for a reason.

Do I need to march down to the Na-
tional Archives? Do I need to make
sure we still have a Constitution? Do I
need to check whether the laws we
passed are even still there or did they
start running them through a shedder?
Because as blatant and persistent as it
has been, no one—no one—should ex-
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pect this kind of lawlessness to fade
away.

I cast my votes, and I speak on this
floor as a voice for the people of the
State I represent, Washington State. I
was not elected to let the President of
any party or some unaccounted billion-
aire decide how their tax dollars get
spent.

Every Senator here should speak
loudly with one unified voice: Congress
holds the power of the purse. No Presi-
dent can unilaterally abolish an entire
Agency or ignore our appropriations
laws.

I yield the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MARCH 3, 2025, AT 3 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUSTED). Under the previous order, the
Senate stands adjourned until 3 p.m.
Monday.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 4:16 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, March 3, 2025,
at 3 p.m.
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