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bidding. She comes to this role with 
very little experience in education, but 
she has a wealth of experience in 
Trump world. She has never been a 
teacher, but she did donate over $20 
million to Trump’s campaign and orga-
nizations that are backing him. She 
has never been a school administrator, 
but she does sit on the board of direc-
tors for Trump Media & Technology 
Group. 

In this critical time, we need to be 
providing our students and schools 
with more support, not less, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in voting no 
on her nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arizona. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 103 
Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, as if 

in legislative session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of S. Res. 103, which was 
submitted earlier today; further, that 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Arizona. 
Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. President, 3 

years ago, when Russia launched its in-
vasion of Ukraine, many people, in-
cluding experts, believed Putin would 
crush Ukraine’s democracy in days. 
They were wrong. 

About 1 month before the war broke 
out, I traveled to Ukraine with a bipar-
tisan coalition of House Representa-
tives to meet with Ukrainian soldiers. 
Those soldiers we met there knew they 
were up against one of the strongest 
militaries in the world, but they re-
fused to back down when it came to 
fighting for their families, their free-
dom, and their future. These soldiers 
are the reason why—against all odds— 
Ukraine still stands strong. 

Over 3 years, the scrappy little coun-
try of Ukraine has grinded down the 
second most powerful military in the 
world. Ukraine is holding the line for 
democracy, and they are doing it with 
our support. But Monday’s vote at the 
U.N. undermined that and was a be-
trayal of Ukraine, America’s allies, de-
mocracy, and everything we have stood 
for as a country. 

Let’s be clear on this: This is a war 
that Russia started. Ukraine did not 
ask for it. They did not ask to go to 
war with a nuclear superpower, and 
they did not ask for their cities to be 
reduced to rubble. They didn’t ask for 
their children to be displaced and fami-
lies to be torn apart. If Ukraine had its 
way, this war would have ended years 
ago. 

What happened at the U.N. puts us on 
the same side as Russia and North 
Korea. That is not just embarrassing; 
it is dangerous. It sent a message to 

our allies and every other country that 
relies on the U.S. to stand up to bullies 
and defend freedom that America can-
not be relied on to rightfully call out 
unprovoked aggression. It told them 
that they are on their own; that Amer-
ica’s words mean nothing. 

If we can’t stand up against these 
criminals, if we can’t stand up against 
pariah states like Russia, how can we 
expect the world to take us seriously 
as leaders of democracy? 

This is why I am introducing this 
resolution. I urge my colleagues to cor-
rect the mistake we made at the U.N. 
this week. Stand with our allies, and 
condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
America does not stand with dictators, 
and we never will, and we shall never. 

With that, I ask for consent and vote 
on my resolution. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, was there a 
unanimous consent request? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, there 
wasn’t. 

Mr. GALLEGO. I ask unanimous con-
sent— 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, what was 
the consent request? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Can the 
Senator repeat the request, please. 

Mr. GALLEGO. I withhold my re-
quest. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. President, ‘‘I urge 
you to beware the temptation of . . . 
label[ing] both sides equally at fault— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Time has 
expired, Senator. 

Mr. SCHIFF. May I have consent to 
speak for 2 minutes? 

Ms. ERNST. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection? Objection is heard. 
Mr. PAUL. Two minutes? If it is 

going to take longer. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the motion to invoke 
cloture— 

Mr. PAUL. If we can be done in 2 
minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senator 
ERNST, you objected. 

Ms. ERNST. Withdrawn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. With-

drawn. 
The Senator from California is recog-

nized for two minutes. 
Mr. SCHIFF. I thank my colleagues 

for their courtesy to speak on this res-
olution. 

I urge you to beware the temptation of . . . 
label[ing] both sides equally at fault, [the 
temptation] to ignore the facts of history 
and the aggressive impulses of an evil em-
pire. 

My colleagues, these are not my 
words; they are, of course, the words of 
Ronald Reagan almost 42 years ago to 
the day. 

Imagine if he could see his party now 
turning its back on our ally and fellow 
democracy, Ukraine; sponsoring a U.N. 
resolution that would whitewash the 
start of the war; engaging in the most 
immoral equivalence and failing to as-
sign responsibility to Russia for its in-

vasion and ruthless aggression; voting 
with Russia and North Korea against 
our longtime friends and allies in Eu-
rope and around the world; and aban-
doning and insulting our allies as 
Putin seeks to remake the map of Eu-
rope. 

What is this resolution in the United 
Nations about that we helped defeat? 
The United States has used its influ-
ence and its vetoes in the Security 
Council many times, but this resolu-
tion was offered by dozens of our close 
allies on the third anniversary of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. What was in 
it that was so objectionable to split the 
United States from its friends? 

The resolution made clear that Rus-
sia started this war. It reaffirmed the 
sovereignty and independence of 
Ukraine. It deplored Russian aggres-
sion on women and children. It raised 
concerns with North Korean troops 
fighting alongside Russian forces. It 
noted the threat to nuclear safety. It 
called for an end to the war and a just 
and lasting peace and the withdrawal 
of Russian forces from Ukrainian 
lands. 

None of this is in dispute—none. This 
was the resolution that the United 
States, the leader of the free world, 
blocked at the United Nations. Can any 
Member of this body point to a single 
problematic word in that resolution? 
Of course not. 

The Senate should stand by that res-
olution, even as we must stand by 
Ukraine. 

Today, the White House and Kremlin 
seek to rewrite the history of this war 
with falsehood and slander, calling 
Zelenskyy the dictator, Ukraine the in-
stigator, and Putin the hero. We need 
to do more than say something; we 
need to do something. 

‘‘Slava Ukraini.’’ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORENO). The majority whip. 
WAIVING MANDATORY QUORUM CALL 

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask unanimous 
consent to waive the mandatory 
quorum call with respect to the McMa-
hon nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 24, Linda 
McMahon, of Connecticut, to be Secretary of 
Education. 

John Thune, Cindy Hyde-Smith, James 
E. Risch, Katie Britt, Tommy 
Tuberville, James Lankford, 
Markwayne Mullin, Marsha Blackburn, 
Tom Cotton, John R. Curtis, Bernie 
Moreno, Tim Sheehy, Mike Rounds, 
Joni Ernst, Roger F. Wicker, David 
McCormick, Rick Scott of Florida. 
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