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grateful for his unwavering commit-
ment to our community and country.

SENSELESS BONNEVILLE POWER
ADMINISTRATION WORKFORCE
CUTS

(Ms. SCHRIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of millions of people in Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana, I
rise to express outrage and bewilder-
ment at the senseless workforce cuts
by Elon Musk and President Trump to
Bonneville Power Administration, an
agency that is not even funded by tax-
payer dollars but by our utility bills.

Bonneville system operators keep the
lights on. They match supply to de-
mand, whether in a heat wave or a cold
snap. They maintain the majority of
our transmission lines so when we have
a wind storm like our recent ones,
their linemen go out and fix those lines
in the worst weather. These specialized
employees, frankly, are irreplaceable.

The decision by Elon Musk and by
the President to fire nearly 20 percent
of Bonneville workers in the name of
efficiency and saving taxpayer dollars
is not just wrongheaded. It is reckless
and outrageous. It will make power
less reliable and more expensive for our
four States. In other words, it is all
downside, no upside.

We have now seen weeks of taking a
chain saw to our Federal programs and
damage to our grid, national forests,
national security, and, frankly, per-
sonal security. It is time for Congress
to take our power back and protect our
constituents.

———————

MAKING CORRUPTION CRIMINAL
AGAIN

(Mr. LICCARDO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LICCARDO. Mr. Speaker,
make corruption criminal again.

Three days before his inauguration,
President-elect Trump launched the
Trump meme coin. Trump’s partners
and some investors based in China
pumped up the price, making hundreds
of millions of dollars with early selling
while the price was high.

As they sold, though, the price plum-
meted. They duped more than 800,000
Americans, who collectively lost $2 bil-
lion. Welcome to what experts refer to
as a ‘‘rug pull.”

When I was a criminal prosecutor, we
had a different name for this. It was
‘“‘corruption.”

Foreign interests got the best Presi-
dency money can buy. Donald Trump
got richer, and Americans got screwed.

Today, I introduced the MEME Act,
which prohibits top Federal officials
from issuing, sponsoring, or promoting
financial assets, with criminal and
civil penalties.

Mr. Speaker, our public offices do not
belong to us. They belong to the Amer-
ican people, and they are not for sale.

let’s

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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FUNDING MEDICAID IS NOT
NEGOTIABLE

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, the Federal Government runs
out of money in 2 weeks.

Republicans, who lead both Chambers
and the White House, have yet to
produce an actual funding plan. In-
stead, House Republicans passed a
blueprint to slash up to $2.5 trillion
from Medicaid.

In my State of Pennsylvania alone,
that jeopardizes care for nearly 3 mil-
lion people, including 100,000 people
struggling with addiction.

In my district, that means risking
medical care for more than 45,000 peo-
ple under the age of 21 and more than
15,000 people over the age of 60.

These are children and seniors, vul-
nerable people who rely upon Medicaid
for their health and for their very
lives.

Negotiations are always part of the
process, yet our duty remains to safe-
guard our children, our seniors, the
working poor, people with disabilities,
and people struggling with addiction.
That is not negotiable.

Our budget reflects our values. Pro-
tecting life, liberty, and happiness are
our values. We must live up to that.

———

HONORING VIRGIN ISLANDS
TEACHERS

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate three teachers from
the Virgin Islands, Ms. Cherise Davis,
Mr. Cornell Hanley, and Mr. Andre
Douglas, for their outstanding con-
tributions and exceptional dedication
to their students and our community.

Ms. Davis, an elementary teacher at
Juanita Gardine Elementary School, is
a committed community leader and an
11-year veteran of teaching.

Mr. Hanley, a special education
teacher at Yvonne E. Milliner Bowsky
Elementary School, has dedicated
more than 20 years to teaching and is
known for his leadership and devotion
to his students.

Mr. Andre Douglas, a mathematics
teacher at Ivanna Eudora Kean High
School, was awarded the Presidential
Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching, one of the high-
est honors in the field.

Each of them has elevated the stand-
ard of education in our territory and
secured a brighter future for genera-
tions of Virgin Islanders to come.

H893

I thank them for their service.

——————

RECOGNIZING REVEREND DR.
CURTIS THEODORE WALKER, SR.

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to recognize Reverend Dr. Curtis
Theodore Walker, Sr. as Ohio’s 13th
Congressional District Champion of the
Week for his b0-year career in ministry.

Reverend Walker has served as a
minister and pastor at multiple Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Zion Churches
in New York, Connecticut, North Caro-
lina, and Alabama. In 1992 he became
the senior pastor at the Wesley Temple
Church in Akron, which is Akron’s old-
est Black congregation.

Reverend Dr. Walker has been a
faithful servant of God, the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, and
the Beth-El AME Zion Church where he
currently serves as pastor.

Not only is he serving his ministry,
he serves the countless individuals and
families he has pastored throughout
his 50 years of service.

The understanding and compassion
that he demonstrates has served to
benefit not only his congregation but
also society as a whole as his congrega-
tion is made up of dedicated members
of our community who work to spread
the Lord’s message of good deeds.

Throughout his 50 years of Christian
ministry, Reverend Dr. Walker has dis-
played a solemn commitment to the
Lord which encourages all who have
known him to have faith and do all
things for the glory of God.

Congratulations again to Reverend
Dr. Curtis Theodore Walker, Sr., on
this remarkable milestone. I thank
him for all he does for our community.
I wish him many more years of contin-
ued success and dedication to the min-
istry and to our entire community.

———

CUTS TO SOCIAL SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker,
there is new reporting that the Social
Security Administration has been told
to cut its workforce in half.

Unfortunately, I heard from a con-
stituent who works there who was just
put on a 30-day leave with no promise
to keep their job.

This agency helps keep 364,000 of Vir-
ginia’s seniors out of poverty, supports
over 181,000 disabled Virginians, and
upholds the American promise that if
you spend your life paying into a sys-
tem, the next generation will have
your back.

This agency is already understaffed,
only reaching 20 percent of their hiring
goals.

So why would DOGE do this?
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