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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MCCLINTOCK). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 27, 2025. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable TOM 
MCCLINTOCK to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Be thou our vision, O Lord of our 
hearts. Illuminate our paths. Guide us 
to see what You would have us see and 
enable us to live this day as You would 
have us do. 

In Your light do we see the light of 
hope and peace. Heal our eyes, for when 
they are healthy, they reflect Your 
light. But in these times, when dark-
ness overcomes our souls, how much 
greater that darkness is when Your 
light does not shine forth through 
them. 

Yours is the light that shines in our 
darkness. Nothing else matters, naught 
is all else to us, except Your compan-
ionship leading us on Your path of 
righteousness. Show forth Your pres-
ence in our lives and on our journey of 
faith. 

For Your presence is our light, in 
work or play, in waking or sleeping. On 
this day, be our best thought in all the 
things that invade our minds, and our 
only consideration when night fails to 
put our worries to rest. 

In the certainty that You abide with 
us in the darkness and in the light, 

may we find the joy You desire for us 
to experience in You this day. 

God our light, we offer our prayers in 
Your loving name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CAREY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CAREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

HONORING BLAINE KELLY 

(Mr. CAREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CAREY. Mr. Speaker, almost 4 
years ago, a determined handful of 
friends decided that we could help 
change the world. One would be the 
candidate, the other the wise problem- 
solver, and the other would bring clar-
ity to the new forms of campaigning. 

Through it all, we all agreed that one 
man would keep us together and make 

sure that we could one day be here in 
our Nation’s Capital, and that was our 
campaign manager, Blaine Kelly. 

After we won, Blaine took on the 
monumental task of being the commu-
nications director for someone who had 
never served in elected office. He 
quickly showed how we could inform 
our constituents of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District of the work that we 
were doing on their behalf. 

Shortly thereafter, Blaine took on 
the most important role for any Mem-
ber who prides themselves on being in 
touch with all the issues back home, 
the role of district director. 

After working in and around each 
other for nearly a decade, and every 
day for the last 4 years, Blaine will 
now move to a new position. I wish him 
and Mollie and their three children all 
the best. 

Blaine has given me that singular 
honor of being able to call him my 
friend, and I hope that that friendship 
will last for many years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING XAVIER WORTHAM 
(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize the ex-
traordinary Oxford community and one 
of its most outstanding leaders, Mr. 
Xavier Wortham. 

I had the honor of spending a day in 
Oxford, engaging with local nonprofits, 
educators, clergy, elected officials, and 
residents. We also visited the Masonic 
Home for Children and held a listening 
session. 

Among the many remarkable people 
we met, Mr. Wortham’s impact stands 
out. For 40 years, he has served as ex-
ecutive director of the Oxford Housing 
Authority, providing families with cru-
cial education, job training, and oppor-
tunities like college tours at Duke Uni-
versity. 
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