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opened in October 2024; and numerous addi-
tional legislative accomplishments.

In addition to some of the civic engage-
ments already mentioned, Gerard has served
on numerous other professional and civic
boards and committees, including with the
Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce,
Downtown Council, National Association of
Public Hospitals, Labor Management Council,
Missouri Hospital Association, American Hos-
pital Association, Bannister Federal Complex
Community Advisory Panel, Saint Thomas
More Parish, and more recently, Gerard was
honored for his service by being presented
with the 2025 Mel and Jean Carnahan Public
Service Award, which recognizes individuals
who have dedicated their lives to serving the
public. Former members of this esteemed
body, including Representative Russ Carna-
han and Representative Alan Wheat were
among the many who attended the ceremony.

Beyond his extraordinary career achieve-
ments, Gerard has always been a dedicated
family man. He and his lovely wife, Julie, are
celebrating nearly 32 years of marriage, and
enjoy the company of their four children and
respective families, Mary Kate Rohlfs (Brock),
Caroline Riese (lan), Matthew Grimaldi, and
Gabrielle Grimaldi, as well as their grandchild,
Penelope Rohlfs.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to please
join me and the people of Missouri’s Fifth
Congressional District, in congratulating Mr.
Gerard J. Grimaldi as he retires from a suc-
cessful and impactful career, having served as
a champion and ally for our underserved com-
munities at the local, state, and national lev-
els. Gerard’s friendship, positivity, and his in-
fectious and distinctive laugh will forever be
cherished. His legacy will continue to impact
residents and communities across Missouri
and in our beloved Kansas City region, for
generations to come. On behalf of my col-
leagues and a grateful Nation, we wish him a
relaxing and enjoyable retirement, and thank
him for his dedication and commitment to our
community.
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Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of an impactful Ari-
zona LGBTQI+ rights advocate and trailblazer,
Paul M. Carroll, Jr., who we lost on February
18, 2025, at the age of 61, following a long,
hard-fought battle with cancer.

Paul was born to U.S. Air Force Veteran,
Paul M. Carroll, Sr., and Margaret Carroll, on
April 27, 1963, in Malden, Massachusetts. He
spent the early years of his life in Malden
where his parents would teach him and his
four siblings the values of kindness and serv-
ice.

Interested in STEM and computer science
research, Paul completed a degree in Eco-
nomics with a concentration in Computer
Science and Mathematics from the University
of Massachusetts Amherst in 1989. Early in
his career, Paul took to heart the lessons
taught by his parents—embedding himself in
his community and working tirelessly to protect
the rights of LGBTQI+ individuals. Paul
worked closely with the Pride Board in Boston,
where he fought to make our country more in-
clusive and welcoming for everyone.

Once Paul relocated to Arizona, his passion
for service and his entrepreneurial spirit drove
him to launch his finance and IT consulting
firm in 2004. His firm, JR in Phoenix LLC, pro-
vided local business with IT support services,
including financial analysis, planning, and ac-
counting. And while Phoenix would remain his
forever home, Paul always made time to travel
the world with his husband and enjoy the com-
pany of his many friends and family.

Much like Boston, Phoenix was blessed by
Paul’s dedication to building a more inclusive
community. He quickly established himself as
a civil rights leader in our community and as
a passionate defender of every Arizonan’s fun-
damental right to marry who they love. Paul’s
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impact on Phoenix was felt most deeply during
his various tenures on the Phoenix Pride Pa-
rade Board. Starting off as an operations vol-
unteer in April 2004, he would later serve as
Parade Director, Treasurer, Vice President,
and Chair greatly expanding the parade and
festival in Phoenix. He became Chair Emeritus
in 2010, steering the organization wisely with
his wealth of knowledge and financial exper-
tise.

Paul’'s commitment to Arizona’s LGBTQI+
community extended well beyond the Phoenix
Parade Board. He helped shape iconic events
around the Valley in support of the LGBTQI+
community, like the annual Aunt Rita’s Red
Brunch Charity Fundraiser, which provides re-
lief for those living with HIV and AIDS. Addi-
tionally, Paul was a Board Director for ViVRE
and the Volunteer One Voice Community Cen-
ter Anti-Violence Project, which provides serv-
ices for people in need, including LBGTQI+-
friendly medical services, shelter for homeless
youth, and suicide prevention counseling. We
all owe a debt of gratitude to Paul.

Paul is survived by his beloved husband,
Kevin Moore, his aunt, sisters, nieces and
nephews. He will be remembered for his kind,
loving nature, and his lifelong investment to
move our state toward true liberty and justice
for all, will be felt for generations to come. In
this spirit of gratitude and remembrance, | ex-
tend my heartfelt appreciation for all he has
done for Arizona. | thank him and Godspeed.
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Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed
votes due to recently giving birth. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 46; NAY on Roll Call No. 47; YEA on Roll
Call No. 48; and YEA on Roll Call No. 49.
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