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during this tenure that he also began serving
on the Orange County Agricultural Advisory
Board, a committee established as the voice
for agriculture within the government of Or-
ange County. Bobby took the lead on several
issues but is best known for playing a vital
role in the establishment of a vibrant agricul-
tural education program in Orange County
Public Schools. Thanks to his leadership,
there is now an agriculture program in every
middle and high school in Orange County,
Florida.

Perhaps Bobby’s most well-known role was
through his service to the Orange County
Farm Bureau. Bobby served in every position
within Orange County Bureau and holds the
distinct honor of the longest serving President.
After his service on the Board of Directors, he
continued devoting his time to the Farm Bu-
reau as Executive Director, a position he held
for 38 years.

Aside from his professional service, Bobby
still devoted his time to growing the agriculture
community within Central Florida. Through his
cow-calf operation in Christmas, Florida that
he established in 1956, serving in multiple ca-
pacities with the Central Florida Fair since
1987, serving as Chairman of the Large Ani-
mal Evacuation Team to aid livestock during
natural disasters and emergencies, and serv-
ing on the Orange County Public Schools Ca-
reer & Technical Education Advisory Board
from 2013 to 2022, Bobby dedicated his life to
serving Central Florida’s agriculture industry.

Bobby was honored for his years of service
by receiving many awards and acknowledge-
ments including his induction into the Florida
4-H Hall of Fame, National FFA Honorary
American Degree, Florida Farm Bureau Distin-
guished Service Award, Honorary State FFA
American Degree, Partners in Education
Award, Certificate of Appreciation for Commit-
ment to Orange County Public Schools, and
the Jefferson Award. There is no question that
Bobby’s commitment to agriculture was ever-
lasting, and his legacy will continue to live on.
It is hard to imagine Florida agriculture without
Bobby. He embodies exactly what agricultural
advocacy works to represent.

Throughout his life, Bobby worked tirelessly
to grow, advance, and defend Central Florida
agriculture, especially through his commitment
to supporting youth involved in the industry.
He will forever be remembered as a man of
honor, of humility, and as one who served his
community with the utmost dedication. | am
truly thankful for Bobby’s friendship and serv-
ice to the Central Florida community.
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Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a community leader and my good
friend, Brian Mathiowetz, who received the
2024 Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Associated General Contractors last Tuesday.

Brian joined the family business, Mathiowetz
Construction, full-time in 1981, working for his
father Richard.

Brian quickly proved to be a driving force
behind the company’s growing success, rec-
ognizing early on that good businesses invest
in good people.
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Across southern Minnesota, Mathiowetz
Construction has become a respected name in
the industry, relied upon by federal, state, and
local partners, as well as commercial and pri-
vate customers who have trusted Brian and
his family business to bring these important
projects to completion.

His leadership has grown the now-fourth-
generation company into one of southern Min-
nesota’s leading employers. Brian has contrib-
uted in many ways to the growth and develop-
ment of Minnesota’s First Congressional Dis-
trict, building many of the roads and bridges
that connect us to our families and neighbors.

To me, there is no one more deserving of
this Lifetime Achievement Award. | congratu-
late Brian on earning this accomplishment and
thank him for his years of dedication to build-
ing a better community for all of us in southern
Minnesota.

———
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Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor Reverend Jesse Haw-
kins, Pastor of the Cathedral of Grace St.
John African Methodist Episcopal Church, in
Aurora, lllinois, for receiving the 2025 Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Aurora African
American Heritage Advisory Board—a well-de-
served recognition of his unwavering dedica-
tion and impactful leadership.

The Aurora African American Heritage Advi-
sory Board honors individuals who embody
excellence, dedication, and a commitment to
the betterment of society. Pastor Hawkins is a
shining example of these values, having de-
voted his life to both spiritual and civic leader-
ship.

Reverend Hawkins was appointed to St.
John AME Church in October 1982. For dec-
ades, he has dedicated himself to uplifting the
people of Aurora, advocating for social justice,
and fostering a spirit of unity. His work ex-
tends beyond the pulpit, touching lives through
mentorship, community service, and outreach
programs that provide support and empower-
ment to individuals and families in need.

Throughout his tenure, Reverend Hawkins
has guided the congregation in the develop-
ment of numerous ministries, including the
Agape Connection Inc., a nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to community outreach and
support. His commitment to social justice has
made the church’s lectern a forum for ad-
dressing critical issues, with nationally recog-
nized leaders and speakers gracing the con-
gregation.

Reverend Hawkins holds his relationship
with God, Christ, and people as the most valu-
able aspect of his journey. He shares this jour-
ney with his beloved wife, Mary Watson Haw-
kins, and their son, David Alexander. To-
gether, they have built a legacy of faith and
service that will endure for generations to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to represent such
an honorable community leader in my district.
| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Reverend Jesse Hawkins on receiving
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this distinguished recognition. His tireless
service and devotion to his faith and commu-
nity are truly commendable.

———
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Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 36; YEA on Roll Call No. 37; and YEA on
Roll Call No. 38.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Thursday, February 27, 2025

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speaker, on
Roll Call No. 36, the vote closed before | was
able to cast my vote. Had | been present, |
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 36.

——————
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Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Fauquier County and Vicinity
Ministers’ Coalition. Since their establishment
at Mount Olive Baptist Church in Rectortown,
Virginia in 1991 the coalition has focused on
faith-based community service, advocacy, and
leadership development. The coalition will
mark 34 years of faithful service this year on
March 8th, which offers us an opportunity to
reflect on the Coalition’s impact since the time
of its founding.

The Coalition was created to unite local
ministers in a biblically sound fellowship so
they would be well-equipped to provide spir-
itual leadership throughout the region. The 18
member churches serve as a dynamic force
for the Kingdom of God, and their dedication
to the principle of unity as described in 1 Co-
rinthians 12:14—20 reflects well on how they
approach service and care for the people of
Virginia.

The Coalition’s commitment to leadership
and service in times of challenge such as First
Responder Outreach, Homeless and Prison
Ministries, and Christian Fellowship Initiatives
throughout the region is something | am proud
to honor and represent here today. Their initia-
tives—ranging from community-wide events to
spiritual and emotional support in times of cri-
sis—demonstrate an unwavering dedication to
the well-being of all residents.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in hon-
oring the Fauquier County and Vicinity Min-
isters’ Coalition and to tell you how proud | am
of the work they have done to address critical
social and spiritual needs as they strive to
build bridges and empower communities. |
pray for Christ's guidance as they continue to
carry out their mission.
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