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NOAA works to protect our fishing 

industry and bring American seafood 
to kitchen tables around the world, 
supporting 1.7 million fishing jobs, a 
quarter of a trillion dollars in seafood 
industry sales, and $117 billion in 
value-added impacts. 

And the list goes on and on and on. 
A study by the American Meteorolog-

ical Society found that every dollar in-
vested in the National Weather Service 
produces $73 in value to the American 
people. 

NOAA isn’t a creature of Wash-
ington, DC. It is in Norman, OK, where 
NOAA’s Storm Prediction Center 
tracks severe weather and tornado 
warnings. It is in Florida, where 
NOAA’s National Hurricane Center 
monitors incoming storms to save lives 
and mitigate property loss. It is in 
Alaska, where scientists at NOAA’s 
Fisheries Science Center work to main-
tain healthy fish populations to sup-
port local fishermen. 

It is in my home State of Rhode Is-
land, the Ocean State, where NOAA is 
building Atlantic Marine Operations 
Center, which will centralize its oper-
ations and take advantage of the exper-
tise found in Rhode Island and our 
nearby States. 

We have an incredible concentration 
of oceanographic and marine scientists. 

We have the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center in Newport. They are leaders in 
research for underseas vessels, issues 
that are critical to our national secu-
rity. The University of Rhode Island, 
just across the bay, has a nationally 
recognized School of Oceanography, 
and they have just devoted millions of 
dollars to upgrade and improve that. 
They will receive a new research vessel 
shortly. 

We have a partnership with Woods 
Hole in Massachusetts, just probably 45 
minutes away. This is where the sci-
entific center on oceanography is 
gradually emerging, and so NOAA’s ar-
rival will be beneficial. But it won’t be 
a result simply of their efforts; it will 
be the combination of what we have al-
ready put in place. 

NOAA is, as I said, situated in an 
area where—the Blue Economy, which 
includes our Graduate School of Ocean-
ography at the University of Rhode Is-
land, the Naval Undersea Warfare Cen-
ter, small shipyards, and one of the 
most important fishing ports on the 
east coast. They will become an inte-
gral part of that. So they will be sus-
tained and supported at the same time 
they sustain and support our current 
efforts. 

As we face new and ever-growing 
challenges, including those driven by 
climate change and extreme weather, 
NOAA’s work is more vital than ever. 

The President and Mr. Musk’s reck-
less threats to NOAA’s workforce, its 
budget, and its scientific research will 
make us less prepared and cost more 
money and, indeed, lives. 

Craig McLean, who served as NOAA’s 
top scientist during the first Trump ad-
ministration, said of the threats posed 
by the President and Elon Musk: 

It’s dire. . . . The way that this is being 
handled is with ignorance and a sledge-
hammer rather than the appropriate discre-
tion that’s necessary. 

Protecting NOAA and its workforce 
is an investment in our future, an in-
vestment in our ability to predict and 
prepare for natural disasters and in the 
resilience of our planet. 

I urge the President and my col-
leagues to protect NOAA and ensure it 
can continue to carry out its mission 
and continue to provide valuable serv-
ices to the American people. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SHEEHY). Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

TERMINATING THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY DECLARED WITH 
RESPECT TO ENERGY 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources is dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S.J. Res. 10, and the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of the joint 
resolution, which the clerk will report 
by title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 10) termi-
nating the national emergency declared with 
respect to energy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be six 
hours for debate only, with the time 
equally divided between the leaders or 
their designees. 

The Senator from Texas. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know 
there is a lot going on in Washington, 
DC, these days given the speed and the 
aggressiveness with which President 
Trump and his administration have at-
tacked his agenda, and I use that in a 
very positive way. It gets a little con-
fusing to figure out what is important 
and what is maybe not quite so impor-
tant. 

But I would like to talk about one 
thing that has been very top of mind 
for a lot of us here in the House and the 
Senate; and that, of course, is the proc-
ess to implement President Trump’s 
‘‘America First’’ agenda. 

This is what the election was about, 
just on November 5. And, of course, a 
lot of ink has been spilled on the me-
chanics of the process, talking about 
budget resolutions, reconciliation in-
structions, and things that are gib-
berish to most Americans, but this is 
the process by which we do the job of 
implementing President Trump’s 
‘‘America-First’’ agenda. 

Last week, my Senate colleagues and 
I were here late into the night and into 
the early morning voting on amend-

ments to the budget passed out of the 
Senate Budget Committee on which I 
serve. 

Our colleagues in the House voted to 
pass their version last night, so now we 
find ourselves at a critical juncture 
with a different budget resolution in 
the House from that passed by the Sen-
ate. 

And, of course, as I said, we have 
been spending a lot of time and energy 
talking about procedural questions up 
to this point. Questions over whether 
the Republicans will enact President 
Trump’s agenda in one bill or two, 
whether the bill that eventually 
reaches the President’s desk would 
originate in the House or the Senate. A 
great deal of discussion and debate has 
been ongoing about all of these details 
and more. 

But what is most important is to 
keep our eye on the prize, what we are 
actually trying to accomplish. As I 
mentioned at the beginning, last No-
vember, millions of Americans went to 
the polls and elected President Trump 
and to turn the page on the last 4 years 
of the Biden administration’s disas-
trous inflationary policies. 

We finally reached a point where, as 
Admiral Mullen, the former chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff about 10 
years ago, when asked what our biggest 
threat to our national security was, he 
said it was the debt. And at the time, 
I think many of us, me included, 
thought, well, that is kind of an inter-
esting take. Well, we have finally come 
to a point where Admiral Mullen’s 
statement and reality have converged, 
where we are now paying more interest 
on the national debt than we are on de-
fense of our Nation, in a dangerous 
world which seems to be getting more 
dangerous all the time. 

We spend about 2.8 percent of our 
gross domestic product on national de-
fense, and there is no question in my 
mind that we are going to have to up 
that figure substantially, but we can’t 
do it by continuing to borrow against 
our Nation’s credit card and to crowd 
out other investment and to pass that 
debt on to our children and grand-
children. That is just flat immoral. 

So now the task at hand is to enact 
the policies that the American people 
voted for. And what are those policies? 
Well, first and foremost, we have to se-
cure the southern border. I represent a 
State of about 31 million people with a 
1,200-mile common border between the 
United States and Mexico. 

We know in Texas what the price 
that we have had to pay—not just at 
the border, not just in Texas, but 
throughout the Nation—for the open 
border policies of the Biden adminis-
tration. Customs and Border Protec-
tion encounters with illegal migrants 
increased more than 40 percent from 
fiscal year 2021 to fiscal 2023, totaling 
more than 10 billion encounters nation-
wide. 

And when we say this is an encoun-
ter, this is people showing up, claiming 
asylum, only to be released into the in-
terior of the United States and given a 
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