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come before this body and guard us
with Your guiding presence to lead us
through the wilderness of unease and
uncertainty, differences and discord.

Proclaim Your name in our presence,
that the sound of the name that is
above all names will direct our ears to
hear You in the deliberations around
us and will focus our minds on the im-
portance of the work You set before us.

In You then, God, will we trust when
You show grace to those whom You
have chosen to be gracious. To You we
will be faithful and not question when
You show mercy to those on whom You
have chosen to show mercy, but may
we be obedient when You send us forth
to be vessels of that grace and mercy
even to those whom You have chal-
lenged us to serve, and may we be
thankful when that grace and mercy
fall on us.

Spirit of our gracious and merciful
God, fall afresh on us as we offer our
prayers for this day.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. VEASEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

FAILING WAR CRIMINAL PUTIN

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I attended the Munich Secu-
rity Conference last week where Dan-
ish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
correctly identified the Ukrainian war
as the Russian war in Ukraine.

In maniacal, murderous efforts to
resurrect the failed Soviet Union, war
criminal Putin has oppressed the peo-
ple of Russia, invaded Ukraine, main-

tained occupation of Moldovan
Transnistria, invaded Ukrainian Cri-
mea, seized South Ossetia and

Abkhazia of Georgia, and rigged the
Georgian Parliamentary election,
which was won by the courageous Sa-
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lome Zourabichvili. He virtually an-
nexed Belarus by rigging a Presidential
election won by Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya and then invaded
Ukraine twice, where Ukraine, success-
fully armed with Javelin missiles by
President Donald Trump, has resisted.

Desperate war criminal Putin has
confirmed his failing attempt to resur-
rect the failed Soviet Union, threat-
ening the Baltic Republics and even
Poland.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators put all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI. Presi-
dent Trump is reinstituting existing
laws to protect American families with
peace through strength.

Our sympathy to the family of the
legendary Roberta Flack, who will al-
ways be cherished for her loving con-
nection to the American people.

———

HONORING REVEREND DR. M.L.
CURRY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of a
true community leader in the west Dal-
las area, Reverend Dr. M.L. Curry.

For 44 years, Dr. Curry preached the
Word of God from west Dallas and be-
yond North America, always living by
the words of his first sermon: ‘“Here I
Am Lord, Send Me, I'll Go.”

Throughout his years of service, he
went out into our communities lifting
up the lost, strengthening the faithful,
and fighting for justice.

Dr. Curry was a man of deep convic-
tion. He was a true servant, an activist,
and a champion for the west Dallas
community. He was one of my first
friends in the west Dallas area.

He marched for the homeless and did
everything he could to help make hous-
ing more secure for vulnerable families
in Dallas. He was also the president of
the West Dallas Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance for over 25 years,
leading clergy in that area to help im-
prove outcomes in the community.

Today, we remember a man of deep
faith, deep action, and someone who
was a man of love.

Dr. Curry has gone home to glory,
but his legacy will live on forever. May
he rest in peace.

RELIEF FOR VIRGINIA’S FARMERS
AND LOGGERS

(Mr. MCGUIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about an important mile-
stone in my congressional career. Last
week, I introduced my first bill as a
Member of this body. I introduced the
Agricultural and Forestry Hauling Ef-
ficiency Act.
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For me, this is a safety concern. On
the one hand, this bill helps farmers
and loggers feed and fuel this country
by helping them move product across
the Commonwealth of Virginia directly
from their farms to their processors,
but the bill also increases transpor-
tation safety.

Agriculture and logging are two of
the largest industries in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, combining for over
$120 billion in annual economic impact.
However, unlike many other States,
currently Virginia loggers primarily
use rural roadways to transport prod-
uct because of weight limitations on
interstate highways.

My bill increases the maximum
weight allowance from 80,000 pounds to
90,000 pounds on interstate highways in
Virginia for trucks hauling certain ag-
ricultural and forest products. This
will ensure a safer and more efficient
transportation system while reducing
congestion and fatalities on secondary
roads.

I am proud that the first bill that I
introduced in Congress is very impor-
tant not only for my district but for
the rest of the Commonwealth.

I thank Congressman ROB WITTMAN
for supporting this legislation, and I
thank the associations that advocated
for this bill.

———

SOLVING PROBLEMS FOR THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address one issue of concern
to the American people and then an in-
credibly important issue related to the
district that I am privileged to rep-
resent back home in Brooklyn.

The American people elected us to
solve problems on their behalf and to
address the issues that matter, like the
high cost of living, to lower housing
costs, to lower grocery costs, to lower
childcare costs, to lower insurance
costs, and lower utility costs. America
is too expensive.

We need to build an affordable econ-
omy for hardworking American tax-
payers at home in Brooklyn and all
across America. That is what we were
elected to do, to solve problems, not to
make things worse.

The Republicans have decided to pro-
ceed with a budget resolution that sets
in motion the largest cut to Medicaid
in American history up to, if not be-
yond, $880 billion in Medicaid cuts.
Children will be devastated, families
will be devastated, everyday Americans
with disabilities will be devastated,
seniors will be devastated, hospitals
will be devastated, and nursing homes
will be devastated.

Democrats are going to stand on the
side of the American people, and that
is why each and every Democrat op-
posed these out-of-control, harmful, po-
tential cuts to Medicaid that were part
of the Republican budget resolution.
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