February 26, 2025

19 States have enacted some form of
website age verification requirement.

The Supreme Court is poised to rule
on the Texas age verification law.
Whether they apply strict scrutiny or a
lower form of judicial review, it is
abundantly clear that the SCREEN Act
is the answer.

We must take decisive action to pro-
tect our children from the scourge of
pornography. I urge the House and Sen-
ate to act swiftly in passing the
SCREEN Act so that President Trump
can sign it into law.

——————

FAREWELL TO KELVIN LUM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, it is both an
honor and a bittersweet moment for
me today as my office bids farewell to
someone who has been a cornerstone of
Team Bera since my first year in office
in 2013.

When Kelvin Lum first walked in
through the doors as an intern, no one
could have predicted the tremendous
impact that he would have not just on
our office, but on the lives of the peo-
ple who we serve.

Over his tenure, Kelvin has been in-
strumental in securing funding for nu-
merous projects that have improved
the lives of Sacramento County resi-
dents. From forging relationships with
community partners, to working be-
hind the scenes to ensure that Federal
resources reach those who need it the
most, Kelvin has played a vital role in
making these projects a reality.

His leadership and dedication have
left a lasting impact on our commu-
nity, from strengthening our infra-
structure and expanding public safety
initiatives, to driving economic devel-
opment that has lifted up families and
businesses alike.

Kelvin has set an example for all of
us of what it means to lead with integ-
rity, to work with passion, and to al-
ways put the people who we serve at
the heart of what we do.

Beyond his official duties, Kelvin is a
mentor and a friend to everyone on our
team and across the Halls of Congress.

While we will all miss Kelvin in our
office, I know that the work he has
done here will continue to have a last-
ing impact. His legacy is woven into
every bill we have passed, every
amendment we have introduced, and
every constituent we have helped.

That said, Kelvin will continue to be
in service of others as the director of
Federal policy at Stop AAPI Hate, a
nonprofit that fights discrimination
against the AANHPI community. I
have no doubt that he will bring the
same dedication and passion to this
role as he has in our office.

Perhaps Kelvin’s greatest accom-
plishment was meeting his future wife,
Nisha, in our office. It is our hope that
Kelvin soon will add to the next gen-
eration of Team Bera. We wish Kelvin
and Nisha the best in this next endeav-
or.
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Please join me in thanking Kelvin for
his service to our community and our
great Nation as we send him off with
our heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

———

PROTECT MEDICAID BENEFITS
FOR AMERICAN CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KILEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am calling on Congress today to
protect Medicaid benefits for American
citizens.

There are a number of States that
are using taxpayer dollars to provide
Medicaid to those who are in our coun-
try illegally. These are public funds
that could have been spent providing
care for their own citizens.

Worst of all is my own State of Cali-
fornia, which became the first State in
the Nation, the only State in the Na-
tion, to provide free Medi-Cal to every
single person in our State illegally.

It was recently revealed that this is
costing California taxpayers $9.5 bil-
lion this year alone. Right now, we are
talking about costs over a 10-year time
horizon, so let’s consider what that
cost will be here.

The cost is surely going to grow in
terms of the year-over-year cost given,
A, the rising cost of healthcare; and, B,
increased enrollment. When you are
the only State that is offering this
most generous benefit, it entices peo-
ple to come to your State. Indeed, that
is why it went up 46 percent this year.

That is why, last year, the San Diego
border sector had the most illegal bor-
der crossings of any border sector in
the country for the first time since the
1990s.

When that $9.5 billion cost is factored
in this year and the rate at which it is
going to grow year over year for the
next decade, we are talking about hun-
dreds of billions of dollars that is going
to go toward providing Medicaid bene-
fits to people who are in our country il-
legally. These are funds that could
have gone toward improving access to
care for the most vulnerable Califor-
nians.

Mr. Speaker, I think this is abso-
lutely unacceptable. For all of the
Members who have been giving impas-
sioned speeches about the importance
of protecting Medicaid, joining our ef-
forts to stop this and joining my bill,
the No Medicaid for Illegal Immigrants
Act, is an opportunity to do just that.

IN RECOGNITION OF KATHRYN MANDICHAK ON

HER RETIREMENT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize retiring Mono
County Board of Education member,
Kathryn Mandichak, for her years of
devoted service to the people of Mono
County.

Kathryn has been a leader in the
local community for over four decades,
serving trustee area 1 as a board mem-
ber for 11 terms.

Kathy was born in Huntington Park,
California, later moving to Mono Coun-
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ty with her husband and three children
from Whittier.

In 1982, Kathy began her service on
the Mono County Board of Education
to fulfill her mission of providing what
she described as a ‘‘good solid edu-
cation” to the students of her commu-
nity.

During her tenure as a board mem-
ber, Kathy continuously advocated for
the support and services of the Mono
County Office of Education and Mono
County Public Libraries.

With the education board also serv-
ing as the county’s library authority
board, Kathy worked tirelessly to sup-
port various local libraries, including
her beloved Coleville Library.

In addition to her work on the Mono
County Board of Education, Kathy also
serves as a commissioner of the Ante-
lope Valley Fire District. As commis-
sioner, Kathy has personified the dis-
trict’s core values of professionalism,
courtesy, and efficiency. She worked to
provide fire-prevention services and
safety education to the people of Mono
County.

Kathy is known by others for her
quick wit, thoughtful guidance, and for
her significant contributions to the
Mono County Board of Education. Her
leadership and continued devotion to
service have been the hallmark of her
career.

It is because of people like Kathryn
Mandichak that Mono County is such a
great place to live, to learn, to work,
and to recreate. Her dedicated efforts
contributed to the overall academic
success of students of the region, as
well as the safety and security of the
people of Mono County.

Therefore, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, it is
an honor and a privilege to acknowl-
edge Kathryn Mandichak for her career
in public service. I join the people of
Mono County in wishing Kathy the
very best in her retirement.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 42
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Most Holy God, let Your goodness
pass before us. In this day and in this
place, when so much around us blinds
us with contention and confusion,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-06T16:23:03-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




