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Government revenues since the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act have exceeded pro-
jections by roughly half a trillion dol-
lars. An end to corporate inversions,
which is the practice of moving U.S.
company operations overseas for tax
purposes. Practically every aspect of
the U.S. economy was strengthened by
this pro-growth legislation.

Contrary to what my friends across
the aisle like to claim, it was middle-
class families, not wealthy Americans,
who received the largest proportional
benefit of the tax cuts.

Now, let me just repeat that. It was
middle-class families, not wealthy
Americans, who received the largest
proportional benefit of the tax cuts.

Working families benefited from this
legislation. Working families ended up
with more money in their pockets.
Working families had more breathing
room because of the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act. Anyone who pretends that this
wasn’t the case is either ignorant of
the law or being deliberately deceptive.

The income tax cuts for individuals
are expiring at the end of this year,
along with a key small business tax cut
called the section 199A passthrough de-
duction.

And one of our top priorities for this
year is extending this tax relief—but
not just extending it, making it perma-
nent.

As I and several other Finance Com-
mittee Republicans noted last week in
a letter on this subject, ‘A temporary
extension of these pro-growth and pro-
family policies is a missed opportunity.
Businesses need certainty while invest-
ing in their companies and taxpayers
should not fear tax hikes due to con-
gressional inaction.”

That is it in a nutshell. Hard-work-
ing Americans shouldn’t have to live in
fear of a tax hike every few years, and
businesses need a clear picture of the
tax outlook so that they can plan for
the long term.

Making the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
permanent would protect hard-working
families from uncertainty and ensure
that they can Kkeep more money in
their pockets, and it would have sig-
nificant economic long-term benefits.

The National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business reports that making
the small business section 199A deduc-
tion permanent would result in the cre-
ation of an additional 1.2 million jobs
annually, with that number climbing
as the law goes on.

And the Tax Foundation reports that
long-run gross domestic product would
increase by a substantial 1.1 percent.
The President has called for making
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act permanent,
and I am committed to ensuring any
tax bill we consider does exactly that.

We have a real opportunity to im-
prove the lives of Americans both here
and now and for the long term, and we
can’t waste it.

Needless to say, drafting major tax
legislation takes time. Senator CRAPO,
the chairman for the Finance Com-
mittee, has been doing an incredible
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job of laying the groundwork for a per-
manent Tax Cuts and Jobs Act exten-
sion, but there is still substantial work
left to do to arrive at a bicameral
agreement. We have to take the time
to get it and do it right.

As we continue to move full steam
ahead on this key part of the Presi-
dent’s agenda, however, there are other
pressing priorities that need to be ad-
dressed immediately.

When the President’s border czar was
here last week, he emphasized that the
administration cannot sustain its ef-
fort to deport criminals here illegally
without additional funding. And the
last thing that we want is to delay
other parts of the President’s agenda,
like border security, while we do the
work needed to arrive at a tax agree-
ment that can pass both Houses of Con-
gress.

That is why the Senate is moving
forward on a two-part legislative plan
to accomplish our—and the Presi-
dent’s—top priorities.

The first bill we consider will address
immediate needs like securing the bor-
der and other key national security
priorities. The second will focus on
making tax relief permanent.

The budget resolution we are taking
up this week will address the border se-
curity part of the equation, and then
we will take up a second budget resolu-
tion for the tax portion. I want to
thank Chairman GRAHAM for doing the
work to get today’s resolution to the
floor, and I look forward to passing it
later this week.

I look forward to taking up that sec-
ond budget resolution as well in the
not-too-distant future to prevent a $4
trillion tax hike on hard-working
Americans and making the individual
and small business tax relief from the
Tax Cuts and Job Acts permanent.

I yield the floor.

WAIVING QUORUM CALL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the mandatory
quorum call with respect to the Patel
nomination be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SHEEHY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 23,
Kashyap Patel, of Nevada, to be Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a
term of ten years.

John Thune, John R. Curtis, Steve
Daines, Tim Sheehy, Marsha Black-
burn, Eric Schmitt, John Boozman,
James E. Risch, Mike Crapo, Tommy
Tuberville, Mike Rounds, Roger F.
Wicker, Jim Justice, Markwayne
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Mullin, John Barrasso, Cindy Hyde-

Smith, James Lankford.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Kashyap Patel, of Nevada, to be Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation for a term of ten years, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant bill clerk called
the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. The following Sen-
ator is necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN) is necessarily absent.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 60 Leg.]

YEAS—51
Banks Grassley Moreno
Barrasso Hagerty Mullin
Blackburn Hawley Murkowski
Britt Hoeven Paul
Budd Husted Ricketts
Capito Hyde-Smith Risch
Cassidy Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Justice Schmitt
Cotton Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cramer Lankford Scott (SC)
Crapo Lee Sheehy
Cruz Lummis Sullivan
Curtis Marshall Thune
Daines McConnell Tillis
Ernst McCormick Tuberville
Fischer Moody Wicker
Graham Moran Young
NAYS—47

Alsobrooks Hickenlooper Rosen
Baldwin Hirono Sanders
Bennet Kaine Schatz
Blumenthal Kelly Schiff
Blunt Rochester Kim Schumer
Booker King Shaheen
gaﬁtlwell Elqpuchar Slotkin

ollins ujan Smith
Coons Markey
Cortez Masto Merkley X]zﬁiﬁllen
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray
Gallego Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Boozman Fetterman

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Kashyap Patel, of Nevada, to
be Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for a term of ten years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

RETIREMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have never liked calling too much at-
tention to today’s date, February 20,
but I figured my birthday would be as
good a day as any to share with our
colleagues a decision I made last year.

The
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