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was diagnosed with a rare cancer and
was only able to get treatment and get
healthy enough so she could go back to
work because of Medicaid.

We are talking about Jim, a Granite
Stater who was born with cerebral
palsy but was able to go to college, get
a job, get married, and raise a daughter
because he got the care and support he
needed—yes, through Medicaid.

We are talking about Ashley, a Gran-
ite Stater who struggled with addiction
to opioids and lost her husband to an
overdose. Ashley was able to get her
life back on track and now works to
help others recover from addiction just
like she did because of treatments she
received through Medicaid.

These are just a few of the people
that my office has heard from who ben-
efit from Medicaid. And it is not just
them. In New Hampshire, there are
180,000 people on Medicaid—that is over
10 percent of our State’s population—
including more than 90,000 children,
more than 1,600 pregnant women, more
than 15,000 people with disabilities,
nearly 10,000 seniors, nearly 10,000
Granite Staters who are struggling
with addiction who depend on Medicaid
for medication-assisted treatment, the
gold standard of addiction care. So
make no mistake, when the President
and his allies in Congress talk about
decimating Medicaid, these are the
people whose lives they are playing
with.

So before the President and some of
my colleagues proceed, the American
people deserve some answers. Would
our country be better off if any of the
people whose experiences I discussed
didn’t receive care? Would our country
be better off if we left people like
Michelle, Christine, Jim, and Ashley to
fend for themselves? Is America—our
economy, our workforce—better off
with more people sick?

Who do these cuts serve? The mil-
lions of Americans who would lose
their care—what wrong did they com-
mit? What did they do to deserve losing
their healthcare? If the President and
his allies in Congress end Medicaid as
we know it, I don’t know what any of
the millions of people on Medicaid, the
Granite Staters I have heard from—I
don’t know what they are going to do,
and to be blunt, neither does the Presi-
dent or my Republican colleagues. But
they are apparently all in on taking
away Medicaid without any plan to
help my constituents or theirs preserve
access to high-quality healthcare and
the peace of mind that comes with it.

Of course, what is remarkable about
the President’s attempt to gut Med-
icaid is how painfully out of step he is
with the country. And I think he
knows it. The American people are
clamoring for prices to come down.
They want us to work together to bring
down costs. You can search all across
our country, from New Hampshire to
the Pacific Northwest, to a thousand
towns in between, and you will not find
anyone who is asking for their
healthcare to become even less afford-
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able. No, the only people who think
that are Washington Republicans.

It doesn’t have to be this way. In New
Hampshire, when I was Governor, we
expanded Medicaid and balanced the
budget, and we did both on a bipartisan
basis.

Now, there is wasteful spending that
we need to cut, to be sure, but if the
President and my colleagues listen to
the American people, if they talked to
families in New Hampshire, they would
know that only in Washington, DC, is
money used to help a child with autism
g0 to school and reach their full poten-
tial regarded as a waste.

So before my colleagues try to pass
this budget, the American people de-
serve to know why support for a child
with asthma or treatment for someone
struggling with addiction should be
sacrificed to pay for another tax break
for a billionaire. The American people
deserve to know at what point the
President decided that the health of
their families was expendable. The
American people deserve to know why
the President is not interested in low-
ering costs but has instead decided to
weaken our economy, hamper our
workforce, and make life less afford-
able for more Americans.

I urge my colleagues to reverse
course and work across the aisle on a
bipartisan basis to protect Medicaid
and lower costs for our families.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, to-
night, you have heard from me and my
colleagues about the importance of
Medicaid and what this critical pro-
gram means for our constituents, those
we represent here in the Senate. You
have heard about parents concerned
about what their child’s life would look
like without Medicaid. You have heard
about people concerned for their elder-
ly parents. You have heard about can-
cer patients who would face bank-
ruptcy or an early death if they lost
Medicaid.

The stories that have been told to-
night are just a few examples of the
monumental impact that Medicaid has
had on communities across this great
country. Medicaid is a lifeline for chil-
dren, for seniors, for rural commu-
nities. It helps keep hospitals and com-
munity health centers and nursing
homes open. Cutting Medicaid is, quite
simply, an attack on the health and
well-being of families. It is an attack
on children and seniors. It is an attack
on our neighbors, our friends, and our
families. It is an attack on our most
vulnerable.

These cuts will be falsely framed.
They will be falsely framed as reforms
or minor alterations to a program in
the guise of saving money. These cuts
will falsely be framed as tackling
waste, fraud, and abuse. But make no
mistake, stripping away healthcare
from a low-income kid or nursing home
funding for our parents and grand-
parents is not a reform for getting rid
of fraud.
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If my colleagues really wanted to go
after waste in Medicaid, they would
support and empower the inspector
general, whose very job it is to root out
waste, to root out fraud, to root out
abuse, not sit idly by while Trump fires
her. Yes, that is right—President
Trump fired her. And the money that
would be so-called saved will just be
going to line billionaires’ pockets even
further, not to lower costs like Repub-
licans have promised or to help hard-
working Americans. These cuts go
against the wishes of 70 percent of the
American public, who want to see Med-
icaid protected.

My colleagues and I have made it
clear that cuts to Medicaid are dam-
aging to the entire country, and I hope
that my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle will take that to heart when
they are thinking about taking Med-
icaid away from our constituents.

I know you have heard a lot of sto-
ries tonight, but I want to close with
just one more.

Taylor from Appleton, WI, wrote to
me about her son Oliver. Oliver is al-
most 2 years old, and Oliver has a rare
disease that impacts his kidneys, his
eyes, and other organs. Oliver relies on
Medicaid for lifesaving medications,
therapies, and treatments. Without
Medicaid, the cost of medication that
slows the progression of the disease
and his specialized care would be abso-
lutely unaffordable.

Taylor said:

Medicaid is not just a program—it is a life-
line for children like Oliver. Without it, fam-
ilies would be forced to go without life-sav-
ing care or face crippling medical debt. The
burden of his treatments, therapies, and fu-
ture kidney transplants would be impossible
to bear without Medicaid’s support. I urge
you to protect Medicaid funding and ensure
that children like Oliver have access to the
care they need to survive and thrive. The fu-
ture of children with complex medical needs
[absolutely] depends [upon] it.

Listen to people like Taylor, and
think about children like Oliver. Strip-
ping away healthcare from Ameri-
cans—all to pay for tax breaks for big
corporations and billionaires—is not
what the American people want. It is
not what the American people need.

I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:49 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, February 20,
2025, at 10 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate February 19, 2025:
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

KELLY LOEFFLER, OF GEORGIA, TO BE ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION.
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