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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, February 21, 2025, at 3:30 p.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2025 

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, send Your peace into 

our hearts. Hasten the day when na-
tions will live in friendship, united by 
their allegiance to You. May the Mem-
bers of this body seek to build with 
You a world without dividing walls and 
partisan strife. Keep our lawmakers 
faithful in their efforts to unite our 
Nation and world. 

Lord, strengthen them to work to-
gether for the common good as You 
place Your peace that passes all under-
standing in their hearts. Help them to 
set country above party and place Your 
will above all else. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
RICKETTS). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 AND SET-
TING FORTH THE APPROPRIATE 
BUDGETARY LEVELS FOR FIS-
CAL YEARS 2026 THROUGH 2034 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. Con. Res. 7, 
which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 7), 
setting forth the congressional budget for 
the United States Government for fiscal year 
2025 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2026 through 2034. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

NOMINATION OF KELLY LOEFFLER 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
Senate will soon confirm Kelly Loef-
fler. She will then be the next Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

As a former colleague in the Senate 
representing Georgia, I know she un-
derstands the needs of small business 
in both rural and urban areas. I am 
very sympathetic to the needs of small 
businesses. These small businesses 
have experienced disruptions from the 

pandemic, labor shortages, inflation, 
and supply chain issues. I meet with 
many small business owners as I travel 
throughout Iowa, and I hear about the 
policy issues that are important to 
them. 

Small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy. During the past 20 years, 
small businesses have created 75 per-
cent of the new private nonfarm jobs in 
the United States. We always hear 
about excessive taxes and regulations 
affecting small businesses standing in 
the way of small businesses making the 
investments that would drive even 
more job growth. I have consistently 
supported legislation and policies to 
keep small businesses robust and pros-
perous. 

I look forward to working with Sen-
ator Loeffler to advance Iowa’s small 
business priorities and improve the 
policies of the Small Business Adminis-
tration. 

I recently met with her in my office, 
and one of the items that I stressed 
was the importance of responding to 
congressional letters and queries. I 
didn’t do that just because the Small 
Business nominee was before me. I do 
this with all the nominees that come 
to my office because we have this con-
stitutional responsibility of checks and 
balances, doing proper oversight of the 
laws and money that we appropriate 
being handled by the executive branch 
of government because we all know 
Congress not only passes laws and ap-
propriates money, but we have to make 
sure that the President faithfully exe-
cutes those laws and spends the money 
appropriately. 
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