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intends to leverage America’s leader-
ship in the technologies that are shap-
ing the future. He has pledged to get
his Department moving on spectrum
again, which is critical for next-gen-
eration technologies and competing
with adversaries like China.

In his first term, President Trump
took spectrum seriously and opened up
more megahertz for commercial use.
But the Biden administration did little
to nothing on spectrum. It merely re-
leased a National Spectrum Strategy
that called for a number of studies but
committed to freeing up zero mega-
hertz of spectrum. I am glad the spec-
trum will get the attention it deserves
in a Trump administration.

Broadband expansion is another pri-
ority that will require action. The $42
billion BEAD program was created
more than 3 years ago, yet it has still
not connected a single household to the
internet. Why? Because the Biden ad-
ministration overloaded it with condi-
tions that made it unworkable for a lot
of telecoms. Things like climate condi-
tions for subcontractors, rate regula-
tion, and union Ilabor requirements,
none of which—none of which—I might
add, were in the law. Mr. Lutnick has
pledged to finally get this program off
the ground and spend that money only
on actual broadband infrastructure.

As we compete to be the leader in ar-
tificial intelligence, Mr. Lutnick
agrees that we should use the tried-
and-true light-touch approach that has
enabled the United States to lead in
the digital era.

Just last week, Vice President VANCE
spoke in Paris about the great poten-
tial of AI and the importance of Amer-
ican leadership in this new technology.
I am glad that the Trump administra-
tion has committed to American lead-
ership in AI and the Commerce Depart-
ment will have a critical role to play in
balancing accountability with AI’s
great possibilities.

The job of the Commerce Secretary
touches just about every industry in
this country. Behind all those indus-
tries are Americans working hard to
provide for their families, live their
American dream, and make their con-
tribution to America’s future. Howard
Lutnick understands this. I am con-
fident that he will work every day to
help American commerce thrive so
that the American people can thrive.

Mr. President, America has tremen-
dous potential. I look forward to work-
ing with President Trump and with
Howard Lutnick to continue to unlock
it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, this
week will mark 1 month since Donald
Trump was sworn in as President. In
his first month, Donald Trump has
waged a scorched-earth campaign
against the rule of law and against the
very system of checks and balances
that kept America together for two-
and-a-half centuries. Why? Why are
they doing this? Donald Trump, Elon
Musk, and the Republicans are doing it
all for one simple goal: They are trying
to give their billionaire buddies a tax
break and have you, the American peo-
ple, pay the cost.

This week, Senate Republicans will
take the next major step to achieving
Donald Trump’s agenda here on the
Senate floor. Senate Democrats will
expose Republicans’ reconciliation
budget bill for exactly what it is: a sin-
ister front for clearing the way to cut
taxes for Donald Trump’s billionaire
friends. This is going to be a long,
drawn-out fight. This reconciliation
budget bill is only the first step, albeit
an important one.

Democrats are glad to have this de-
bate with the Republicans. We will
show the hollowness of Republicans’
arguments on cutting waste. We will
expose Republican attempts to cut
healthcare, to cut Medicaid, to cut
housing, to cut NIH, and to empower
DOGE so it incinerates basic services
that help tens of millions of people—all
so Republicans can help their billion-
aire buddies with another tax break.

Of course, Republicans will deny all
of this and try to change the subject
just like when Donald Trump tries to
change the subject by talking about
the Gulf of Mexico or hotels in Gaza or
annexing Canada. These are all distrac-
tions so people don’t see the Repub-
licans’ real goal. And what is that
goal? It is worth repeating again and
again and again, and we will: Donald
Trump and Republicans are trying to
give their billionaires a tax break and
have you pay the cost. They can do it
in one bill. They can do it in two bills.
They can do it in 50 bills. It doesn’t
matter. The endgame is exactly the
same: tax cuts for billionaires paid for
on the backs of working and middle-
class Americans.

In fact, everything we have seen so
far in Donald Trump’s Presidency has
been about rigging the game for the
billionaire class, from firing inde-
pendent government watchdogs to ille-
gally freezing trillions for veterans’
care and Head Start and community
health centers, to giving Elon Musk
Americans’ Social Security numbers
and even, potentially, private tax and
health records, to defying court orders,
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to demonizing judges. Everything Don-
ald Trump has done so far is meant to
dismantle the rule of law so that bil-
lionaires can run the show in Donald
Trump’s America.

If you don’t believe me, Elon Musk is
already holding court in the Oval Of-
fice and meeting one on one with heads
of state all the while DOGE is taking a
meat-ax to healthcare and education
and aviation safety and so many other
services without thinking about the
consequences for American families
and for America.

DOGE talks on and on about cutting
wasteful spending, but look what is ac-
tually happening: FAA workers who
keep our skies safe are being fired in
droves even as accidents increase. Ap-
parently, DOGE thinks that is govern-
ment waste.

The VA, meanwhile, has fired over
1,000 staffers, including people who
manage the Veterans Crisis Line. Ap-
parently, DOGE thinks that is govern-
ment waste.

The FDA, under Robert Kennedy, Jr.,
is firing staffers who keep our food safe
and review medical devices. Appar-
ently, again, DOGE thinks that is gov-
ernment waste. No one else does. They
do.

Donald Trump and DOGE even tried
to fire hundreds of staffers who safe-
guard America’s nuclear stockpiles.
Imagine firing people who guard our
nuclear stockpiles all to help their bil-
lionaire buddies with another tax cut.

Can you believe how dangerous and
foolish this is? Donald Trump and Elon
Musk were willing to risk the safety of
America all in the name of tax cuts.

This example shows clear as day that
DOGE doesn’t actually care about in-
creasing efficiency. DOGE is simply
taking a meat-ax at government in de-
fiance of the law and without thinking
of the consequences—all so that Donald
Trump and Republicans can give their
billionaire buddies a big tax break.

I want to close on a particularly pro-
fane example of how Donald Trump and
DOGE are taking a meat-ax to public
services—the 9/11 survivors’ health pro-
gram. I would have thought that some
things would have been out of bounds
for Donald Trump and DOGE, like
axing services to 9/11 families. Sadly, I
was wrong because last week Donald
Trump slashed the workforce for the
World Trade Center Health Program,
which I helped to create years ago to
support our 9/11 first responders, sur-
vivors, and families. Apparently, serv-
ing 9/11 families—those who have been
hurt by 9/11, who have lost loved ones
in 9/11—is just more wasteful spending
in the eyes of Donald Trump and
DOGE. It is utterly disgusting.

Because of these barbaric cuts, 9/11
families, including sick first respond-
ers and survivors, will now face longer
wait times to receive often desperately
needed care. Families will worry more
about whether or not their loved ones
will be able to afford lifesaving treat-
ment. Donald Trump and DOGE’s deci-
sion to cut funding for the heroes of 9/
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