
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E129 February 14, 2025 

UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(USAID) 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 14, 2025 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, we now 
know what a $280 million investment in the 
presidential campaign will give you—the op-
portunity to totally destroy one of America’s 
most important soft power institutions, that is 
the United States Agency for International De-
velopment. 

What has happened over the last 17 days is 
an extraordinary display of contempt for the 
American government. If you think about this 
in totality, right off the start, all federal funding 
stopped. What does that mean to the pro-
grams that Americans depend upon? Pro-
grams that gave people access to health care, 
education, programs that funded valuable 
medical research and infrastructure programs. 
For what purpose was that done? Perhaps to 
set up the next step, which is the dismantling 
of extraordinarily important programs. 

For me and for my wife, more than almost 
58 years ago, we participated in a USAID pro-
gram which at that time was just four years 
old. Set up by then-President Kennedy. We 
volunteered for a vaccination program. An ef-
fort created by the United Nations funded by 
the American government, through USAID, to 
eradicate smallpox. We spent a month in rural 
Ethiopia doing vaccinations. Then as our life 
moved on, we continued working to provide 
the necessary services so that people could 
survive. 

The Food for Peace program, my wife Patti 
actually ran that when she was at USDA as 
an assistant administrator. The famine camps, 
we were there. We saw the children that were 
dying of starvation, and we saw when the 
American grain finally arrived. I remember 
clearly one evening at the famine camp in 
Ethiopia in the mid 1980’s, a woman literally in 
rags picking up individual grains of wheat that 
had spilled from the bags. She was trying to 
fill a cup so that there would be enough food 
that she could take back to her children. They 
died that night of starvation. 

The richest man in the world invested over 
$250 million in a presidential campaign, and 
he was given the keys to the American gov-
ernment and the opportunity to destroy things 
that he didn’t like. USAID is not only providing 
the necessary food to allow people to continue 
to live, but also to thrive. Programs, agricul-
tural programs, economic development pro-
grams around the world. People that didn’t 
have the opportunity were given it and they 
were given this opportunity by the generosity 
of the American people. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what we have is here is a 
billionaire Elon Musk, who has the greatest 
wealth of any individual in the world, who 
seems to think he has the right to destroy 
people’s lives. Before Musk does this, Mr. 

Speaker, before our president gives him the 
power to do that, I would ask Musk and Presi-
dent Trump to get on their private jets or get 
on Air Force One. I urge them to go to one of 
the famine camps in southern Sudan and hold 
a starving child in their arms. I urge Musk and 
Trump to look at the extended belly, the va-
cant stare, look at this child who cannot even 
to hold up their own head up and know that 
the American people have developed an 
emergency supplemental food program that 
can revive that child. And then and only then 
can they both come back and decide whether 
to put USAID into the wood chopper. 

If Musk or President Trump have just a 
modicum of humanity or any sense of com-
passion, they would never ever have taken 
USAID and destroyed it. Mr. Speaker if Presi-
dent Trump and Musk had any sense that 
both of their actions are doing to the thou-
sands, indeed, millions of people around the 
world they both would decide to reverse what 
they are both are doing to USAID. 

There are other programs that are out there, 
and we will be talking about those programs. 
The Department of Education, labor depart-
ment, giving the richest man in the world the 
keys to the U.S. Treasury? What is going on 
here? What information has been gathered? 
Where did that information go? What will it be 
used for? Who owns that information now, the 
U.S. Government or Elon Musk? These are 
serious questions that my colleagues and I will 
continue to raise. 
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HONORING TEXAS–24 HOMETOWN 
HERO THOMAS PASKVAN 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 14, 2025 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor our Texas–24 Hometown Hero, 17-year- 
old Thomas Paskvan from Southlake. Thomas 
achieved remarkable success in the world of 
fiddling, securing another first-place victory at 
the 2025 Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo 
Fiddle Showdown. He began his musical jour-
ney at the age of three with the violin, switch-
ing to the fiddle 10 years ago and immersing 
himself in the vibrant world of country tunes. 
His dedication paid off when he took home a 
$2,500 scholarship, a coveted belt buckle, and 
an invitation to a one-day master class at the 
Texas Fiddle Clinic. 

The competition offers a platform for young 
fiddlers to showcase their talents while keep-
ing the tradition of Texas fiddling alive. Con-
testants are required to prepare a mix of fast- 
paced breakdowns, waltzes, and a tune of 
their choosing, demonstrating their versatility 
and musical prowess. 

Beyond his accolades, Thomas finds value 
in the camaraderie and relaxed atmosphere of 
the competition that allows contestants to con-
nect and enjoy the experience together. This 
sense of community, alongside his musical 

achievements, highlights his talent and appre-
ciation for the people and traditions that 
shaped his journey in the world of music. 

I congratulate Thomas on his victory. I thank 
him for inspiring young musicians not only 
across our community, but the entire Lone 
Star State. 
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HONORING CORPORAL STEVEN 
CROWLEY’S SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 14, 2025 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to 
honor the extraordinary sacrifice of Corporal 
Steven Crowley, a United States Marine who, 
at the cost of his own life, valiantly safe-
guarded nearly 100 employees of the U.S. 
Embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan, on Novem-
ber 21, 1979. His legacy stands as a testa-
ment to the highest ideals of duty, courage, 
and selfless devotion to our Nation. 

Born on March 27, 1959, Corporal Crowley 
was raised in Port Jefferson Station, New 
York, alongside his four brothers and three 
sisters. From an early age, his character and 
integrity were evident to all who knew him. 
Those in his community recognized in him a 
rare and noble spirit—one defined by kind-
ness, strength, and an unwavering commit-
ment to others. Eileen Carlson, the mother of 
his best friend, recalled him as the ‘‘neighbor-
hood son,’’ and his older brother Richard de-
scribed him simply as ‘‘an excellent person.’’ A 
gifted athlete, he excelled in cross-country 
running at Comsewogue High School, dem-
onstrating the same perseverance that would 
later define his service in uniform. 

In 1977, Corporal Crowley answered the call 
to serve, enlisting in the United States Marine 
Corps. He completed Marine Corps Recruit 
Training, earning the coveted title of Marine, 
and after two years stationed at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina, he was selected for 
the prestigious Marine Security Guard pro-
gram, ultimately being assigned to the U.S. 
Embassy in Islamabad. 

On November 21, 1979, disinformation re-
garding U.S. involvement in the siege of the 
Grand Mosque of Mecca sparked a violent up-
rising outside the embassy. As the situation 
escalated into an uncontrollable mob, Corporal 
Crowley remained at his post, steadfast in his 
duty. As waves of rioters arrived—hurling 
stones, scaling walls, and ultimately breaching 
the compound—he did not waver. The mob, 
armed and growing in number, launched direct 
assaults, set fire to embassy buildings, and 
pressed forward with deadly intent. Yet, in the 
face of overwhelming chaos, Corporal Crowley 
stood resolute, holding his post until he was 
tragically struck by sniper fire. 

Because of his unwavering bravery, the em-
bassy employees were able to reach safety. 
For his valor, Corporal Crowley was post-
humously awarded the Bronze Star Medal and 
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