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Assault weapons—engineered for 

military purposes—are designed to in-
flict maximum damage in the shortest 
amount of time. Unsurprisingly, they 
are frequently chosen by those who 
perpetrate mass violence. Their deadly 
impact is tragically evident in many of 
our Nation’s darkest moments. 

In 2022, an 18-year-old gunman in 
Uvalde, TX, used an AR–15-style rifle 
to kill 19 children and 2 teachers at 
Robb Elementary School. In 2018, a 19- 
year-old gunman at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, FL, 
murdered 17 students and staff mem-
bers with an AR–15 rifle. And in 2012, a 
20-year-old gunman used an AR–15- 
style rifle to kill 20 children and 6 edu-
cators at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, CT. 

These are not isolated incidents but 
part of devastating pattern. Data 
shows that more than 85 percent of fa-
talities in public mass shootings in-
volving four or more deaths are caused 
by assault rifles. The evidence is clear: 
These weapons amplify the scale of vio-
lence and loss of life. 

Scientific research supports raising 
the minimum age for accessing such 
destructive weapons. Studies show that 
the human brain continues to develop 
into a person’s mid-20s, particularly in 
areas related to impulse control, judg-
ment, and long-term planning. Recog-
nizing this, Federal law already re-
stricts the purchase of alcohol and to-
bacco to individuals over 21, common-
sense measures to protect public safe-
ty. Assault weapons, with their unpar-
alleled potential for destruction, de-
serve no less consideration. 

Americans deserve to feel safe in 
their schools, places of worship, and 
neighborhoods. By passing the Age 21 
Act, we can take a meaningful step to 
reduce the availability of these deadly 
weapons to young individuals, helping 
to save lives and prevent future trage-
dies. 

Public safety is a shared responsi-
bility, and this bill represents an im-
portant measure to strengthen our col-
lective efforts to combat gun violence. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation and working to 
pass the Age 21 Act as swiftly as pos-
sible. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MORAN, and 
Mr. LANKFORD): 

S. 602. A bill to amend the Food, Ag-
riculture, Conservation, and Trade Act 
of 1990 to support research and develop-
ment of ungulate grazing land manage-
ment techniques for purposes of wild-
fire mitigation, fuel reduction, and 
post-fire recovery; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
to introduce the bipartisan Wildfire 
Resilience Through Grazing Research 
Act. This legislation aims to advance 
research into the use of hooved animal 
grazing as a tool for wildfire preven-
tion, mitigation, and recovery. 

Wildfires in the U.S. are becoming 
more frequent, intense, and destruc-
tive, posing significant threats to lives, 
ecosystems, and property. The eco-
nomic and ecological costs of these 
fires are devastating. To mitigate fu-
ture risks and support postfire recov-
ery, we must adopt effective land man-
agement strategies. One promising and 
natural method is ungulate grazing, 
which has proven effective in reducing 
the fuel loads that exacerbate fire 
spread. 

However, we still lack sufficient sci-
entific understanding of how to opti-
mize grazing practices for wildfire 
mitigation while avoiding potential en-
vironmental harms. Supporting this re-
search will allow the Federal Govern-
ment, as well as private landowners, to 
make grazing a core, cost-effective tool 
in wildfire prevention, working along-
side other mitigation strategies to pro-
tect our landscapes, our communities, 
and our way of life. 

Our bipartisan bill would add the 
Grazing for Wildfire Mitigation Initia-
tive to the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture’s (NIFA) High-Priority 
Research List. Specifically, this initia-
tive would support research and devel-
opment of ungulate grazing land man-
agement techniques that promote wild-
fire mitigation, fuels reduction, and 
postfire recovery. In addition, it would 
support information dissemination of 
ungulate grazing land management 
techniques that support wildfire miti-
gation to public and private land-
owners, land managers, and livestock 
owners. 

I would like to thank my colleagues 
Senators MORAN, HIRONO, and 
LANKFORD for their leadership in intro-
ducing this bipartisan legislation with 
me. I urge my colleagues to support 
the Wildfire Resilience Through Graz-
ing Research Act, and I look forward to 
working together to ensure our com-
munities are better prepared to face 
the challenges posed by increasingly 
frequent and severe wildfires. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 603. A bill to designate the General 
George C. Marshall House in the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, as an affiliated 
area of the National Park System, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, today, I 
am joining with Senator MARK WARNER 
to again introduce legislation to des-
ignate the General George C. Marshall 
House, also known as the Dodona 
Manor, in Leesburg, VA, as an affili-
ated area under the National Park 
Service. This same bill passed unani-
mously in the Senate at the end of the 
118th Congress. 

The legislation will be the final step 
in the yearslong effort to recognize the 
Dodona Manor as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. It will also pro-
mote the public appreciation of the sig-
nificant historic contributions made by 
U.S. military leader and statesman 
George C. Marshall. 

George C. Marshall was an American 
hero, playing a significant role in the 
Allied victory in World War II and 
serving as an architect of one of the 
most significant foreign policy initia-
tives in our country’s history. He led a 
lifetime of public service, serving as 
Chief of Staff to the Army during 
America’s entry into World War II, as 
Secretary of State, where he orches-
trated the historic Marshall Plan to re-
build Europe following the war and 
provided counsel to Presidents Roo-
sevelt and Truman, and as Secretary of 
Defense after the onset of the Korean 
war. He acquired Dodona Manor while 
serving as the Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army in 1941 and lived there until his 
death in 1959. 

Today, the George C. Marshall House 
is dedicated to preserving and advanc-
ing General Marshall’s life’s work and 
legacy by hosting international ex-
changes, historical exhibits, and com-
munity events, and supporting edu-
cational programming based on Gen-
eral Marshall’s desire to inspire future 
leaders. The legislation would bring 
greater resources, including technical 
assistance, accessibility improvements, 
and new programming, to this histor-
ical site and enable the Marshall House 
to improve and expand its work. 

I am hopeful that this designation 
will provide new resources to preserve, 
honor, and celebrate General Mar-
shall’s legacy at this historic site, and 
I am pleased that companion legisla-
tion is also being introduced in the 
U.S. House of Representatives by my 
colleague Representative SUHAS 
SUBRAMANYAM. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 77—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SE-
CURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. PAUL submitted the following 
resolution; from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 77 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY. 
In carrying out its powers, duties, and 

functions under the Standing Rules of the 
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction 
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the 
Senate and Senate Resolution 445 (108th Con-
gress), agreed to October 9, 2004, including 
holding hearings, reporting such hearings, 
and making investigations as authorized by 
paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs (in this resolution referred to 
as the ‘‘committee’’) is authorized from 
March 1, 2025, through February 28, 2027, in 
its discretion, to— 

(1) make expenditures from the contingent 
fund of the Senate; 

(2) employ personnel; and 
(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-

ment department or agency concerned and 
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