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(1) means the definition of antisemitism 

adopted on May 26, 2016, by the IHRA, of 
which the United States is a member, which 
definition has been adopted by the Depart-
ment of State; and 

(2) includes the ‘‘[c]ontemporary examples 
of antisemitism’’ identified in the IHRA defi-
nition. 
SEC. 5. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR TITLE VI 

OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964. 
In reviewing, investigating, or deciding 

whether there has been a violation of title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d 
et seq.) on the basis of race, color, or na-
tional origin, based on an individual’s actual 
or perceived shared Jewish ancestry or Jew-
ish ethnic characteristics, the Department of 
Education shall take into consideration the 
definition of antisemitism as part of the De-
partment’s assessment of whether the prac-
tice was motivated by antisemitic intent. 
SEC. 6. OTHER RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) GENERAL RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
Nothing in this Act shall be construed— 

(1) to expand the authority of the Sec-
retary of Education; 

(2) to alter the standards pursuant to 
which the Department of Education makes a 
determination that harassing conduct 
amounts to actionable discrimination; or 

(3) to diminish or infringe upon the rights 
protected under any other provision of law 
that is in effect as of the date of enactment 
of this Act. 

(b) CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS.—Nothing 
in this Act shall be construed to diminish or 
infringe upon any right protected under the 
First Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself 
and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 573. A bill to designate a mountain 
in the State of Alaska as Denali; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak about a century- 
long dispute. A hundred years plus, 
there has been a dispute about the Fed-
eral designation of North America’s 
tallest mountain. It is a pretty majes-
tic picture, but it does nothing to real-
ly convey the amazing grandeur of 
Denali. It is majestic. It is breath-
taking. It is something that as Alas-
kans and as a lifelong Alaskan, there is 
not a day when I am able to see Denali 
and just say—just kind of breathe deep, 
because it is that extraordinary. 

And in my hometown of Anchorage, 
we are about 250 miles away from 
Denali, and on clear days, when you 
are on the road, just about a mile from 
my house, just a little bit of elevation, 
you can see the mountain. 

And we talk about it that way. We 
say: She is out. The mountain is out 
today. The big one is out today. 

It is an extraordinary gift from God, 
really. Snow-blanketed crevasses, the 
ridges are just gleaming in the sun. 
How this mountain connects earth to 
sky beyond, it is just extraordinary. 

And, again, this picture is beautiful— 
obviously, on a summer day. There is 
never a time when she is not covered in 
snow, but Denali can also be one of the 
coldest, most treacherous places on 
Earth. 

It has storms in the middle of winter. 
You expect that. But it has storms in 

the middle of July that obey no rules. 
It has its own rules. Denali creates its 
own weather. It literally creates its 
own weather. 

I had an opportunity to go up on 
Ruth Glacier on my birthday. My 
birthday happens to be the end of May. 
It was going to be an extraordinary 
big-ticket item—it was a big-ticket 
item, but we were chased off that 
mountain after about 40 minutes be-
cause the weather which, when we had 
arrived at the mountain, was pretty 
great, and in 40 minutes, she was shut-
ting down, and we were either going to 
be spending the night there, which was 
not prime condition to do, or we were 
getting off in order to get out safely. 
You respect her. 

But it is a place where you respect 
the nature around you because what 
can be that perfect day can descend 
with wind and snow into chaos. It falls 
on you so quickly, you can’t see your 
own footprints in the snow. 

The lives that have been lost and the 
legends of the stories told remain, but 
no matter what happens with the 
weather, as transitory as all that is, 
Denali stands resilient and true. 

For centuries, the Koyukon 
Athabascans have lived, they have 
hunted, they have foraged, they have 
loved, they have died, they have sur-
vived in the shadow of this great moun-
tain. 

They have been on the waterways, in 
the valleys, on the hills, and in the 
ridges. Alaska Natives have persevered 
in one of the most challenging cli-
mates, and they have done so in har-
mony with the food supply and the sur-
roundings around them. 

Denali is Koyukon for ‘‘the Great 
One,’’ for ‘‘the Great One.’’ This is how 
Native people have always known it, 
and as the great witness of untold sto-
ries from their ancestors. 

The very first-ever map to label the 
mountain read ‘‘Tenada,’’ and this is a 
transcription of Denali—again, the 
Great One. 

The first mountaineers to summit 
the peak called it Denali. It is inter-
esting to note that the first individual 
to actually summit was not the moun-
taineers who had paid for the climb, 
but it was the Alaskan Native guide 
who took them safely and successfully 
to the top. But it is the same Native 
people, those same mountaineers that 
were baffled that anyone would dare to 
modify the original Native name. 

And yet, in 1917, the mountain was 
not named Denali. And there is a fair 
amount of legend that comes with that 
as well, that there was a trapper who 
came out of the woods—this was during 
the early days of the President McKin-
ley administration—and he said: Out of 
respect, let’s honor the new President. 

But much like Native lands, health, 
and culture, you just don’t come in and 
say we are going to disregard, we are 
going to disrespect the rightful name, 
the name that had been in place for 
generations, for thousands of years. 

And so since that time in 1917, the 
U.S. Board on Geographic Names has 

received over 20,000 letters and signa-
tures, most of them—the vast majority 
of them calling for the name Denali to 
be restored. 

This massive mountain commands a 
reverent name, a steadfast name—not 
the name of an individual, a person 
who comes and goes, who may have had 
an impact for a brief moment in time. 

But this is ageless, timeless. The 
Great One, 20,310 feet tall, the tallest 
mountain in North America. So when 
you have something that is that sig-
nificant, that is that connected as part 
of the land in ways that are beyond 
just a mere name—but, again, a rev-
erence with which you speak of this 
piece of land, this geography. 

When Alaskans leave our home State 
and boast to outsiders, whether spin-
ning a globe or just talking about it, 
we say: That is Denali. That is the 
Great One. She is out today. 

So that is why today I have intro-
duced legislation that would officially 
restore the federally recognized name 
of this quintessential mountain as 
Denali. 

Now, this is not the first time I have 
done this. This is actually the fourth 
Congress that I have introduced this 
legislation. Maybe I am persistent; I 
think Alaskans are just very resilient, 
and we will continue to be. We will 
continue to be because this magnifi-
cent mountain is something that each 
of us holds in our hearts, that we hold 
dear. For these last 100 years or so, we 
have continued to call our great moun-
tain Denali, regardless, and will con-
tinue to do that 100 years going for-
ward. Denali existed before any person, 
and it will remain long after we are 
dust. 

So I share this with my colleagues 
today, letting you know that we put 
this legislation out there. My introduc-
tion follows on the actions of the Alas-
ka State Legislature—both the house 
and the senate have moved a resolution 
urging us in Congress to move forward 
with this and officially restore the fed-
erally recognized name, and so I am 
pleased to be able to begin that process 
today. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. YOUNG, and Mr. 
PADILLA): 

S. 579. A bill to amend the National 
Quantum Initiative Act to provide for 
a research, development, and dem-
onstration program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 579 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of Energy Quantum Leadership Act of 2025’’. 
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