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which the nominee would pursue while in
that position. No hearing or meeting to con-
sider the confirmation shall be held until at
least 72 hours after the following events have
occurred: the nominee has responded to the
requirements set forth in subsection (2)—in-
cluding responding to pre-hearing questions
and questions for the record for hearings and
meetings, respectively, and, if a report de-
scribed in subsection (3) has been prepared, it
has been presented to the chair and ranking
member, and is available to other members
of the committee, upon request.

(5) OMB Nominees. Pursuant to S. Res. 445,
108th Congr. §101 (2004) (adopted), the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Government Affairs
shall have joint jurisdiction over the nomi-
nations of persons nominated by the Presi-
dent to fill the positions of Director of Dep-
uty Director for Budget within the Office
and Management and Budget, and if one
committee votes to order reported such a
nomination, the other must report within 30
calendar days session, or be automatically
discharged.

———

BAHRAIN

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this
month marks the 14th year since thou-
sands of Bahraini citizens took to the
streets to peacefully protest the op-
pressive practices of the Bahraini Gov-
ernment. These citizens—to include
human rights defenders and pro-democ-
racy activists—were brutally repressed
by their own leaders. Since then, I have
stood in solidarity with the Bahraini
people demanding accountability, and I
will continue to do so until we see real
change.

Unfortunately, all these years later,
the Bahraini Government has failed to
implement basic changes to guarantee
the fundamental rights that every gov-
ernment owes its citizens. The Govern-
ment of Bahrain continues to impose
restrictions on expression, assembly,
and association.

Bahraini elections are neither free
nor fair, and authorities systemati-
cally exclude and repress opposition
voices. In 2023, the government ar-
rested four men for simply suggesting
on social media that Bahrain should
improve its legislative system.

The State Department’s most recent
human rights report judged that there
was no improvement in the human
rights situation in Bahrain. No im-
provement? Nearly 15 years to address
these fundamental flaws and the Bah-
raini Government still has nothing to
show for it!

I called on the Government of Bah-
rain to release its political prisoners,
and while I was heartened to hear that
the Bahraini Government granted am-
nesty to 2,500 prisoners last year, they
should not have been detained in the
first place. Many of these prisoners
were unjustly detained, and thousands
remain in prison under inhumane con-
ditions and without fair trial.

Hundreds of political prisoners re-
main detained in the now-infamous Jau
Prison in Bahrain, where two people
died last year because of medical ne-
glect. The U.N. has raised troubling
concerns that detainees at this facility
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have been denied required medical care
and do not have regular access to ade-
quate food and safe drinking water.
Some allegations have suggested that
authorities have intentionally exposed
prisoners to extreme heat in these fa-
cilities, at times reaching 122 degrees
Fahrenheit. These conditions are unac-
ceptable, particularly when many of
these prisoners have been denied fair
trials and due process.

My goal today is not to insult or un-
dermine a U.S. ally. It is precisely be-
cause of our strong ties that I feel com-
pelled to speak out and demand better.
It is my greatest hope that someday I
will be able to stop issuing these state-
ments into the record every February
because the Bahraini regime has
stopped repressing its citizens and has
instead entered into a real and inclu-
sive dialogue with them.

In short, I am not asking for lip serv-
ice; I am asking for real change. I
renew my call on Bahrain’s monarchy
to halt its deliberate campaign of si-
lencing peaceful opposition, to stop the
indefensible revocation of citizenships,
and to release political prisoners like
Abdulhadi al-Khawaja and Abduljalil
al-Singace.

And I call on the Trump administra-
tion and, in particular, Secretary
Rubio—who has previously been a
staunch advocate in the U.S. Senate
for advancing human rights in Bah-
rain—to take this issue seriously and
demand more accountability from Bah-
rain at the highest levels.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. BRIAN FONTES

e Mr. CURTIS. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and honor the dis-
tinguished career of Dr. Brian Fontes,
who recently announced his decision to
step down as chief executive officer of
NENA: The 9-1-1 Association after a re-
markable decades-long career in public
service, telecommunications, and 9-1-1.

Dr. Fontes received his under-
graduate and master’s degrees at
Brigham Young University and his
Ph.D. at Michigan State University. He
then began his career as a communica-
tions professor at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, establishing
the groundwork for his future con-
tributions to the field.

Transitioning from academia to pub-
lic service, Dr. Fontes served as senior
adviser and chief of staff to FCC Com-
missioner James H. Quello. In this role,
he was instrumental in shaping tele-
communications policy during a time
of rapid technological advancement.

In 1994, Dr. Fontes joined the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry Associa-
tion as senior vice president for policy
and administration, where he contin-
ued his involvement with international
telecom policy. He was tasked with de-
veloping policies and guiding regula-
tion for wireless services in South Afri-
ca, working with the transitioning new
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government under F. W. de Klerk and
Nelson Mandela.

In 1995, President Clinton appointed
Dr. Fontes as the head of the U.S. Dele-
gation to the International Tele-
communication Union’s World Radio
Conference held in Geneva, Switzer-
land, granting him the rank of Ambas-
sador. Following the 1995 Dayton
agreement in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Dr.
Fontes served as chairman of the Com-
munication Regulatory Agency Coun-
cil, working to develop policies and en-
sure wireless spectrum access in the
newly formed country, thus guaran-
teeing wireless availability for its pub-
lic.

Before joining NENA, Dr. Fontes was
vice president of Federal relations for
Cingular Wireless, continuing in that
role following its merger with AT&T.

In 2008, Dr. Fontes took the helm at
NENA, where he has been instrumental
in advocating for the development and
adoption of Next Generation 9-1-1 tech-
nologies and services. His leadership
has helped ensure that Americans have
access to reliable emergency services,
that 9-1-1 centers have access to state-
of-the-art technologies, and that 9-1-1
professionals receive best-in-class
training.

As Dr. Fontes moves on to an excit-
ing future, we reflect on his legacy of
service, innovation, and dedication to
public safety. His visionary leadership
has left an indelible mark on emer-
gency communications systems at
home and abroad, and his work will
continue to benefit future generations.

I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing our deepest gratitude to Dr.
Brian Fontes for his unwavering com-
mitment to enhancing public safety
and telecommunications.e

————
RECOGNIZING STAGECOACH INN

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each month I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho. Today, I am pleased to
honor the Stagecoach Inn as the Idaho
Small Business of the Month for Feb-
ruary 2025.

The Stagecoach Inn was founded in
1959 by Willie Schrier, a U.S. Coast
Guard veteran and a trained horse
jockey. Willie was a pioneer in the food
and bar industry, priding himself on
providing high-quality service and a
great meal to every customer at the
Stagecoach Inn. For over two decades,
Willie successfully ran the business be-
fore passing it down to his fraternal
twin daughters Mary and Marian
Schrier in 1980. The sisters, alongside
their cousin Nettie Allen, maintained
the restaurant’s reputation for excep-
tional food and hospitality.

The sisters sold the establishment in
2009, and much to the dismay of many
Treasure Valley residents, new man-
agement closed the businesses in 2011.
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