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Paul Gallo will always be part of Mis-

sissippi’s story and always a part of our 
hearts. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, last 
week, the Senate voted to confirm Pam 
Bondi as U.S. Attorney General. I was 
proud to support her nomination both 
at the Senate Judiciary Committee 
level and on the Senate floor. 

Today, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee held a markup on the nomina-
tion of Kash Patel for Director of the 
FBI. Likewise, I was happy to support 
his nomination in committee, and I 
look forward to supporting him here on 
the Senate floor as soon as that vote 
comes before us. 

One of President Trump’s most im-
portant pledges during the campaign 
was to end the politicalization and the 
weaponization of the Department of 
Justice, including the FBI. Pam Bondi 
and Kash Patel, I think, are out-
standing picks to fulfill this pledge, 
which is very important. I am pleased 
the Senate is moving to confirm them 
with no delay. 

I believe that the FBI and the De-
partment of Justice are two of the 
most important institutions in Amer-
ica. If you look around the world, you 
see a lot of countries that have a simi-
lar economic system to ours, and you 
wonder, why is America uniquely pros-
perous? Why is it that we succeed 
where others fail? 

I believe it is two things. One is our 
independent judiciary, and secondly, 
our institutions of justice like the FBI 
and the Department of Justice that are 
supposed to discharge their responsibil-
ities without regard to politics and 
without regard to the sorts of activi-
ties we have seen in recent years. 

We know that both of these individ-
uals—Mr. Patel and Ms. Bondi—have 
their work cut out for them. 

The mission of the Department of 
Justice, after all, is to uphold the rule 
of law, to keep the country safe, and to 
protect civil rights. The FBI’s mission 
is to protect the American people and 
to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Under the Biden administration and 
even before that, the Department of 
Justice and the FBI failed to achieve 
those noble and worthy goals. Of 
course, back even during President 
Trump’s first term of office, there was 
the infamous Crossfire Hurricane FBI 
investigation. There was the so-called 
Russian hoax based on a phony piece of 
Russian propaganda known as the 
Steele dossier, which ultimately we 
found out was part of the opposition re-
search that Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
collected during her campaign against 
President Trump back in 2016. This was 
dressed up to make it look like a cred-
ible bit of intelligence, when, in fact, it 
was Russian propaganda, we ultimately 
found out, Russian disinformation. 

Two weeks ago, during his hearing at 
the Judiciary Committee, Kash Patel 

told me that the rule of law is one of 
the fundamental precepts that make 
America an exceptional nation. With-
out the rule of law, he said, ‘‘we go 
back to the Uganda that my father 
fled.’’ 

Kash Patel’s adherence to the mis-
sion of the FBI and its parent Agency, 
the Department of Justice, is a stark 
contrast from what we have seen in re-
cent years. We saw, for example, 
Merrick Garland’s misguided memo in 
October of 2021 directing the FBI to 
work with U.S. attorneys to ‘‘discuss 
strategies for addressing threats from 
parents’’ who were taking an active 
role in their children’s education by 
participating in parent-teacher meet-
ings and school board meetings. 

Similarly, we have the FBI Rich-
mond Field Office that sent a memo in 
2023 suggesting that traditional Catho-
lics might pose a threat as violent do-
mestic extremists. 

So we know that there is example 
after embarrassing example of how the 
FBI and the DOJ have gotten off track. 

A report from the House Judiciary 
Committee highlighted, for example, 
the FBI’s misguided attempt to artifi-
cially inflate the number of domestic 
extremism threats by claiming Ameri-
cans who were exercising their First 
Amendment rights were somehow po-
tential domestic terrorist threats, not 
to mention the FBI’s role in censoring 
information related to Hunter Biden’s 
criminal activities. 

A Senate report from the Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs 
Committee, in 2020, detailed many of 
Hunter’s and his associates’ un-
seemly—and likely illegal—activities, 
including payments from Ukrainian, 
Russian, Kazakh, and Chinese nation-
als and revealed that the FBI may have 
had knowledge of these activities for 
some time and done nothing. 

In September 2020, when the House 
Judiciary Committee sent a followup 
letter to Director Wray, related to 
Hunter Biden’s alleged misconduct, the 
FBI stonewalled them and refused to 
confirm or deny any ongoing investiga-
tions. 

I know that is a common response by 
the FBI. Well, they are not going to 
talk about ongoing investigations, and, 
certainly, we understand that, as a 
routine matter, there shouldn’t be any 
sort of interference in ongoing inves-
tigations. But Congress has a unique 
constitutional role of oversight, and, 
essentially, what Director Wray was 
saying was, he wasn’t willing to give 
the Congress, as an oversight body, the 
information we need in order to do our 
job. 

Of course, despite these numerous ef-
forts within the FBI and the Depart-
ment of Justice to protect Hunter 
Biden from accountability for his 
crimes, we know his own father issued 
a Presidential pardon in the final 
weeks of his Presidency, even though 
for months he had said he would never 
do such a thing. But then he did, claim-
ing his son was selectively and unfairly 
prosecuted. 

Well, my recollection was Hunter was 
convicted of one crime by a jury but 
pled guilty to others. So it is not clear 
to me how President Biden can say 
that he was selectively and unfairly 
prosecuted for the crimes that he pled 
guilty to. 

It is hard to imagine thinking some-
one was unfairly targeted when the en-
tire government—all the government 
Agencies involved—did everything they 
could to assist the Biden family and to 
protect that person from justice. 

While it is no surprise that the Amer-
ican people were upset and even out-
raged by this, who could forget the 
marked differences, the double stand-
ard, in response to when President 
Trump was found to have sensitive doc-
uments in his home in Mar-a-Lago and 
when President Biden was found to 
have sensitive documents in his home 
in Wilmington, DE. 

And all the while, during the historic 
crime wave we have experienced in re-
cent years, Merrick Garland directed 
his Agency not to enforce mandatory 
minimums against most drug crimes. 
He did this while Americans across the 
country were suffering from fatal drug 
overdoses at record numbers, espe-
cially from fentanyl, which took the 
lives of approximately 70,000 Americans 
last year alone. 

The results of all of these abuses of 
authority has been a loss of trust and 
confidence by the American people in 
these important institutions: the FBI 
and the Department of Justice. These 
institutions were no longer believed to 
be engaged in the fair administration 
of justice based on facts and evidence, 
as opposed to political gamesmanship. 

Now, I realize that Attorney General 
Bondi and soon-to-be Director Patel 
are going to have a huge task ahead of 
them to restore these Agencies to their 
core missions and to restore the trust 
that has been eroded of the American 
people in our American system of jus-
tice. But both of these individuals have 
pledged to do just that, and I believe 
they should have an opportunity to do 
that. 

Pam Bondi, after all, has been a ca-
reer prosecutor. She then went on to be 
attorney general of Florida for two 
terms. As a former attorney general of 
my State in Texas, I know how tough 
that job can be. But she has done an 
outstanding job, and I have no doubt 
that her promotion to U.S. Attorney 
General by President Trump was well 
deserved. She is prepared for this im-
portant job. 

My goal for the Department of Jus-
tice and the FBI is to restore the non-
partisan functioning of our country’s 
chief law enforcement Agencies. The 
American people deserve an FBI and a 
Department of Justice that they can 
trust. They deserve to live under a sys-
tem where the guilty are prosecuted 
and where the innocent are not un-
fairly targeted. They deserve to live in 
a place where political views are not a 
basis for a criminal investigation and 
where an accused person is still pre-
sumed innocent until proven guilty. In 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:53 Feb 14, 2025 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G13FE6.011 S13FEPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES964 February 13, 2025 
short, we need a Department of Justice 
that will deal out justice 
evenhandedly, without fear or favor. 

I believe that being Attorney General 
is probably one of the toughest jobs 
here in Washington, DC, because you 
are not only the chief law enforcement 
officer for the country, you are also a 
member of the President’s Cabinet. 

But even given the difficult nature of 
the job, Merrick Garland practically 
abdicated his responsibilities as chief 
law enforcement officer in order to be a 
partisan advocate for President Biden’s 
policies. 

President Trump’s Attorney General 
will have a chance to turn the page 
from Merrick Garland’s failures by re-
versing the partisan hackery that has 
been a part and parcel of President 
Biden’s Department of Justice. Presi-
dent Trump’s Attorney General can re-
store the Department of Justice to its 
core mission. Pam Bondi can serve 
President Trump and the Nation well 
by enforcing the law that is on the 
books and ending the weaponization of 
political enemies. 

Similarly, Kash Patel has an oppor-
tunity to turn the page from the abuses 
and the lack of accountability that we 
have seen at the FBI in recent years. 

So I look forward to working with 
Ms. Bondi and Mr. Patel in their noble 
endeavor to restore trust in our Na-
tion’s justice system, and by doing so, 
to restore the trust of the American 
people. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
FOOD FOR PEACE PROGRAM 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today I 
want to speak about a program that 
has shaped our Nation’s humanitarian 
efforts and made a significant impact 
on my home State of Kansas, a pro-
gram called Food for Peace. 

In 1953, agricultural surpluses had 
reached an alltime high, but the price 
of storing excess commodities was too 
expensive to rationalize, and it was at 
risk of going to waste. 

Kansas farmers, like Cheyenne Coun-
ty’s Peter O’Brien, worked hard to cul-
tivate and grow these commodities. 
Looking for a solution, Peter suggested 
at a local Farm Bureau meeting that 
maybe the excess food could be sent to 
countries in need. Peter understood 
that, out of our abundance, we have a 
moral duty and opportunity to feed the 
hungry. His idea sparked the origin of 
a program we now know as Food for 
Peace. 

Another Kansan, one of my prede-
cessors, Andy Schoeppel, led the Food 
for Peace Act in the Senate, which was 
signed into law by President Eisen-
hower, another Kansan, in 1954, and 
Senator Bob Dole from Russell, KS, 
later championed the reauthorization 
of Food for Peace. 

The program’s premise was simple 
but impactful: By leveraging the food 
surpluses we produce in Kansas and 
across the Nation, we could address 
famine around the world, while cre-

ating new markets for our commodities 
and bolstering our agricultural econ-
omy. 

The first shipments of American 
wheat and corn were sent to Korea and 
Greece in 1954, and by the end of Food 
for Peace’s initial year of operation, it 
had fed 1.2 million people. Over the last 
70 years, the program has fed more 
than 4 billion people in more than 150 
countries, all with American-grown 
commodities. 

Hunger, whether driven by price in-
creases or food shortages, can act as a 
catalyst for protest and armed conflict. 
We have seen how food can be used as 
a weapon of war as radical Islamic 
groups in Syria used food as a means to 
recruit soldiers. We have witnessed re-
gions of the world that are critical to 
America’s strategic interest descend 
into chaos due to people not having ac-
cess to affordable food. 

In a turbulent world, stricken with 
conflict, American leadership is more 
than just our military and our eco-
nomic might. Food aid provided by the 
United States reduces despair and in-
creases stability within fragile coun-
tries by enabling economic produc-
tivity and minimizing the risk of 
radicalization. 

For countless individuals around the 
world, their survival is dependent upon 
the resources provided by the Amer-
ican people. These vulnerable popu-
lations rely on the strength and pros-
perity of the United States. However, 
much work remains in the ongoing bat-
tle against hunger, and part of that 
battle is improving the process and 
programs that administer our aid. 

Food for Peace is administered by 
the USAID, and the inefficiency of 
USAID has been a growing concern. 
The Agency struggles with bureau-
cratic delays, mismanagement, and a 
lack of coordination, which undermines 
its ability to deliver effectively aid to 
those in need. This inefficiency not 
only wastes taxpayer dollars but also 
diminishes the impact of America’s 
foreign aid in addressing global crises. 

Reports suggest that millions of tax-
payer dollars have been allocated to 
promoting tourism in Lebanon and 
Egypt, funding the purchase of electric 
vehicles for Vietnam, and inadvert-
ently supporting the cultivation of 
opium in Afghanistan. 

Even more concerning, it has been 
confirmed that $9 million intended for 
civilian food and medical supplies in 
Syria fell into the hands of terrorist 
organizations linked to al-Qaida, due 
to the failed oversight of USAID. 

Amid these concerns of corruption, 
President Trump has taken steps to 
dismantle USAID. In conjunction with 
the President’s action and with ap-
proval of the White House policy team, 
I have introduced a bill with Senator 
JOHN HOEVEN and Senator ROGER MAR-
SHALL and Representative TRACEY 
MANN to move Food for Peace from the 
turbulent USAID program and move it 
to the Department of Agriculture, in 
an effort to prevent waste and bring 

the program closer to farmers that de-
pend upon it. 

USDA has a long and proven history 
of managing agricultural policy and 
programs that support American farm-
ers, food distribution systems, and 
global security efforts. USDA has boots 
on the ground and the infrastructure 
already in place to support the logis-
tics for food assistance. The Agency 
understands how to move crops effi-
ciently, sustainably, and quickly. This 
knowledge is indispensable when re-
sponding to international crises, where 
speed and reliability can mean the dif-
ference between life and death. By 
placing Food for Peace under USDA’s 
authority, we make certain that the 
program is in good hands and can con-
tinue to bring revenue to American ag-
riculture. 

As of just a little over an hour ago, 
the Senate confirmed the new Sec-
retary of Agriculture, Brooke Rollins. I 
have no doubt she will be an excellent 
advocate for our Nation’s farmers, and 
I appreciate the conversations we have 
already had on this legislation. The 
Secretary has told me she is excited 
about this proposal and looks forward 
to working together on this issue. 

We produce more than we can con-
sume in this Nation. So without pro-
grams to export to, our ability to make 
a living in agriculture in Kansas and 
across the country disappears. 

In fiscal year 2023 alone, $713 million 
of U.S.-grown commodities were pur-
chased by the Food for Peace program, 
putting money back into the hands of 
farmers. In rural America, food assist-
ance programs like Food for Peace put 
American-grown products in the hands 
of the hungry, and this food is a tan-
gible extension of the hard work and 
dedication of farmers and ranchers. 

I am pleased to help find ways to 
make our delivery of food aid more ef-
fective, more efficient, and remove the 
challenges and things that we have 
seen that are so disturbing. 

America is the greatest country on 
Earth and the most prosperous. Food 
for Peace bolsters the farmers who feed 
us, creates a more stable world, and 
feeds the hungry. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I am 

here to speak in opposition to the con-
firmation of Senator Kelly Loeffler to 
serve as Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration. 

I am concerned for the more than 
722,000 small businesses that call Mas-
sachusetts home and that last year re-
lied on $708 million in loans from the 
Small Business Administration. 

I am concerned because of Donald 
Trump and Elon Musk, who have sent a 
clear message: They are here to ille-
gally cut off funding for critical gov-
ernment Agencies and services. They 
are here to make government work for 
billionaires but at the expense of work-
ing-class people, and they are filling 
their Cabinet with people who are 
going to carry out that illegal bidding. 
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