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just that. They all get wealthier, and 
the lives of working families become 
even more unaffordable. 

Mr. Speaker, we are not going to roll 
over and let this madness continue. 
Every dollar illegally stolen from our 
Federal agencies must be restored. We 
must continue to hold Trump and his 
billionaire friends accountable. We are 
going to continue to protect victims of 
scams and natural disasters, regardless 
of what Trump or his billionaire pup-
peteer proposes. 

The Musk-Trump unchecked raid of 
taxpayer dollars must end. We must 
commit together to reduce people’s ev-
eryday kitchen-table costs, and Demo-
crats will stand up every single day to 
fight to put lowering people’s costs at 
the top of the agenda. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for her com-
ments. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LANDSMAN). 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to also talk 
about Elon Musk and to ask the Speak-
er and my colleagues to follow the 
money. 

Elon owns six companies, two of 
which are Tesla and SpaceX. SpaceX 
alone has received something like $20 
billion in Federal contracts. That is 
Federal taxpayer dollars. Tesla, when 
it was struggling to get off of the 
ground, got a half-a-billion-dollar loan 
from the Department of Energy. 

This is in addition to the billions 
that they have received in tax credits 
and other supplements from the Fed-
eral Government. He is not just the 
world’s richest man, but Elon Musk is 
trying to become the first trillionaire 
in the history of the world. 

Mr. Speaker, during the 2024 election, 
Musk gave over $200 million to Trump 
and Republicans. That is a lot of 
money. Trump wins, and Elon, just 
weeks—not months—after the election, 
generates several hundred billion dol-
lars in new wealth, making his way to 
that trillion-dollar number. 

He generated all of that new wealth 
because the markets knew that, with 
Trump, he was going to have access to 
even more of our money. They knew he 
was going to get billions more in con-
tracts, billions more in Federal sub-
sidies, and he is well on his way. 

To expedite these efforts, Trump em-
powers Musk, moments after he is in-
augurated—Musk, an unelected tech 
billionaire. He empowers him to take 
access of our personal data, all of it. He 
gives him access to the Federal pay-
ment system. He gives him power to 
purge as many Federal workers as he 
possibly can, all in the name of waste, 
fraud, and abuse, which, in the end 
turns out to be somewhat accurate. 

By the way, what happened with the 
data breach and the fact that he now 
has access to all of our data is arguably 
the greatest data breach in the history 
of the United States of America. 

Mr. Musk has defunded Federal pro-
grams, purged public servants, and 
stripped resources away from govern-
ment oversight, all while getting richer 
and richer at the expense of the rest of 
us. 

Today, the State Department said 
they plan to spend $400 million of our 
tax dollars to purchase Tesla 
Cybertrucks. 

Why in the world would the Federal 
Government buy one Tesla Cybertruck, 
let alone $400 million of Tesla 
Cybertrucks: waste, fraud, and abuse. 
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Every day, Elon Musk makes $8 mil-

lion from government contracts. That 
number just went up. In comparison, 
seniors on Social Security get $65 a 
day. 

The question that so many are ask-
ing is: How do you fight back against 
this waste, fraud, and abuse? 

There is a playbook, Mr. Speaker. It 
is the Constitution of the United 
States. Article I does not lay out the 
powers of the Presidency or the Su-
preme Court, the Judiciary, Article I 
lays out the powers of the Congress of 
the United States. 

This Congress is responsible for ap-
propriating funds and oversight of the 
Federal Government and holding the 
President accountable. The Founders 
envisioned this moment. They didn’t 
know that it would come with a bil-
lionaire tech donor, but they envi-
sioned this moment. With Republicans 
in control of both the House and the 
Senate, they have to step up and deal 
with this waste, fraud, and abuse. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, crit-
ical important issues have been raised 
in the last 20 minutes or so about the 
issues of conflicts of interest, of cor-
ruption, and of policy mistakes that 
the current administration has put in 
motion over the last 15, 16 days. 

I will draw the attention of the 
House to this diagram, and this is just 
a display of some of the contracts that 
Elon Musk has with the government. 
In total, it is more than $15 billion, but 
in each of these there are some very 
subtle and ominous opportunities for 
corruption. 

I will point out just one. In the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and in the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act, 
there is money for electric vehicle 
charging stations. In fact, there is a 
substantial amount of money. It turns 
out that Tesla has some 20,000 charging 
stations around the United States and 
has become the principal charging sta-
tion connection to all electric vehicles. 

If Elon Musk were to shut down the 
money for other companies to build 
charging stations, he would then have 
a monopoly. It is subtle but obvious to 
those of us who watch. 

My colleague spoke to the issue of 
the State Department putting out on 
its website a very specific $400 million 
purchase order of just one vehicle, a 
Tesla cybertruck. 

Corruption, yes. Waste, probably. 
Yet, here we are with an unelected in-

dividual who has extraordinary power, 
in fact, the power of the Presidency, 
and the Presidency is misusing the 
power to shut down organizations 
around this country. 

I will suggest that the Democrats 
have a different view of government 
and a different view of purpose. 

Franklin Roosevelt once said: ‘‘The 
test of our progress is not whether we 
add more to the abundance of those 
who have much; it is whether we pro-
vide enough for those who have too lit-
tle.’’ That test is now before the Con-
gress of the United States. 

Hardworking families are struggling, 
dealing with inflation. Yet, it appears 
as though the Trump administration is 
going to focus on making the wealthier 
even more wealthy. We need to think 
about this. 

In the days ahead, I am certain that 
our Democratic colleagues will put 
forth a rigorous defense of the pro-
grams that Americans and indeed peo-
ple around the world depend upon. We 
will do that together with the men and 
women around this Nation who have 
seen the effect, in many cases, the 
tragic effect of the shutdown of govern-
ment and the shutdown of agencies 
upon which we all rely. 

Simultaneously, we will put forth a 
positive agenda about what we stand 
for and how we see America growing in 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I notice the arrival of 
the esteemed gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR) who had actually put to-
gether this 1 hour. It has been a privi-
lege for me to stand as a substitute. 
She has now arrived, and I turn my at-
tention back to MARCY KAPTUR and her 
1 hour. I thank her for the opportunity 
to sub for a bit while she was tied up in 
committee. I know she had good work 
to do there. 

Ms. KAPTUR, the floor is yours. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

ELON MUSK-DOGE THREATS TO 
GOVERNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for the 
remainder of the hour as the designee 
of the minority leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio has 35 minutes re-
maining. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman GARAMENDI, who is such a 
distinguished Member, for substituting 
for me while I was in our Budget Com-
mittee. I know what a phenomenal job 
he does and how deeply he loves our 
country and how hard he fights for her 
and for all the people that he rep-
resents and those include my constitu-
ents, too. His work is just phenomenal. 
I thank him for being here today. 

Mr. Speaker, I will focus a little on 
Elon Musk and put some materials in 
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the RECORD. He is an unelected billion-
aire with no Federal clearance, stand-
ing or sitting right next to the Presi-
dent of the United States, almost on a 
daily basis. 

Mr. Musk is so rich he could buy my 
entire congressional district and have 
lots left over. 

He spent millions upon millions, 
more than I and all of our relatives are 
worth, to defeat House Democrats for 
Congress, myself included. 

I couldn’t come near to match his 
money. He did the same to many of my 
colleagues in this House, including 
some with us today. 

Can you imagine having enough 
money to put millions and millions of 
dollars up against Members of Congress 
to control Congress? That is what is 
going on. 

Political victories to billionaires 
equate to the fall of our Republic. 
Presidents Washington and Lincoln 
could never have imagined this selling 
off of our Republic. Musk has endless 
money. He uses it fiercely. 

Some of us won despite the tidal 
wave of his money. Politics shouldn’t 
be about raising oodles of money. It 
should be about serving our people and 
strengthening our Nation for all, not 
just the superrich. You know what? 
They have enough. 

The America we have known is at 
risk of becoming owned by a billionaire 
class. If and when that happens, our 
precious freedoms will vanish. 

Now, our family and I have been citi-
zens of this country for our entire 
lives, three generations, totaling over a 
century and a half: grandparents, par-
ents, and us. Every generation worked 
very hard here. It wasn’t easy. They 
fought fiercely for our Nation as vet-
erans in every major war to defeat dic-
tators, to preserve liberty for our Na-
tion and others, and then they be-
queathed that precious gift to us. We 
all worked hard to become more edu-
cated. Our family, community, and Na-
tion are my treasures. 

By contrast, Elon Musk holds citi-
zenship in three countries: South Afri-
ca, Canada, and then for the last 22 
years, the USA. 

I keep asking myself: To which one is 
he most loyal? He was born and raised 
in apartheid South Africa in very well- 
to-do circumstances. With the fall of 
that apartheid regime not so many 
years ago, after a great human rights 
struggle inside South Africa, his father 
knew that economic circumstance 
would change in South Africa, so he 
took Elon, then a teenager, to visit 
over a dozen countries, including Can-
ada, where Elon’s mother still resides. 

Elon took a second citizenship in 
Canada. He obtained a visa then to at-
tend college in the United States as a 
foreign student, graduating in econom-
ics and physics. He then moved to Sil-
icon Valley for graduate school, but 
dropped out after 2 days. 

There is still remaining some ques-
tions as to whether he illegally over-
stayed in our country on a student 

visa. Records show he has only been a 
citizen of our country for 22 years, hav-
ing become a citizen in the year of 2002. 

Bottom line: Why has President Don-
ald Trump just given a naturalized cit-
izen with two other citizenships and 
with no Federal clearance and only 22 
years of residency in our Nation the 
keys to the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s electronic payment sys-
tems. That data records every citizens’ 
private financial information and 
every businesses’ private information 
across our country. 

Musk got the position completely 
without the normal ethic investiga-
tions required of every political ap-
pointee to any President. 

When I served President Carter, the 
FBI checked our records, people all the 
way back to grade school. That was not 
done for this man. 

The American people need to know 
more about exactly how Elon, now an 
unelected billionaire, built his fortune 
off Federal Government contracts. In 
our Budget Committee, a number was 
just stated that he holds up to $18 bil-
lion of contracts with the Government 
of the United States. That began with 
a huge $465 million loan from the U.S. 
Department of Energy to launch Tesla 
in California. Who exactly lobbied in 
that department for that loan, and who 
and why was it accepted? We are told it 
was paid back. 

Frankly, I have never known anyone 
who has gotten a loan that large from 
the Government of the United States 
with his background. 

For the record, Elon Musk paid that 
loan back over time, but began increas-
ing the amounts of his gigantic loan 
and grant applications to the Federal 
Government with the largest thus far, 
we think, being with NASA. 

Wouldn’t we call this a conflict of in-
terest, Mr. Speaker? Would we allow 
the head of GM or any other large cor-
poration in our country to sit next to 
the President and go into the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury and not say 
it was a conflict of interest? Are we all 
fools? 

In using his financial leverage to re- 
elect Donald Trump, Musk should have 
been vetted by the FBI as is anyone 
who works close to the Presidency or 
critical government records. It appears 
Musk simply has been leveraging his 
vast fortune off government contracts. 

Is he rummaging through Treasury 
files to gain an advantage over com-
petitors or to seek vengeance in busi-
ness dealings? 

Just this year, he ordered the State 
Department to buy $400 million worth 
of his own cybertrucks, but when scru-
tiny came, the purchase order mysteri-
ously disappeared the word ‘‘Tesla’’ 
from their procurement orders. 

How about that? 
Over the past 5 years alone, he has 

received over $13 billion in government 
awards to his company. I ask every 
Member of Congress here and listening, 
do you know any other human being 
who has ever been allowed this kind of 

access with such private-sector inter-
est in dipping into the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury time and again 
across all these agencies? It is unbe-
lievable. 

Conflict of interest equals Elon 
Musk. He should not be able to invade 
the private records of the American 
people at the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury. Yet, he has done just that. 
Every person hearing my words, he has 
invaded your records, your tax records, 
your business reports. 

Think about that. Think about the 
investments that the Department of 
the Treasury makes in order to roll 
over our debt. 
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No one listening to this today, nor 
any elected official here in Congress, 
could ever have gained access to the 
records of the American people held in 
confidence in the U.S. Treasury. I can 
tell you how difficult it is even for a 
Member of Congress to get an appoint-
ment to see the Secretary of the Treas-
ury. We have been trying over the last 
several weeks. We haven’t gotten it 
yet. 

With Musk, what a breach of privacy 
for every American citizen. One must 
ask, how did he finagle this heist for 
the princely sum of $250 million spent 
on Presidential campaigns and congres-
sional campaigns? I am sure that num-
ber doubles. 

It literally is more and more like a 
quid pro quo. Elon Musk bankrolled 
President Trump’s reelection, and for 
this, he is given the keys to America’s 
financial kingdom. Wow. This is new in 
American history. 

Musk is now using unsecured, private 
servers to snoop on the millions of pri-
vate accounts of the American people 
and businesses with which he is in com-
petition. 

Where is the business community? 
Are they afraid of him? Will they speak 
up? 

Wall Street is speaking up in a very 
interesting way. The markets have 
been really rickety these last few days. 
They are not too comfortable. They are 
not dumb. 

Pay attention. Musk must be identi-
fying individuals he would like to 
upend. Are they afraid, too, like Mem-
bers of Congress who are afraid to 
speak out because they are afraid Musk 
will put more money up against them 
in the next campaign? Guess what? He 
is going to do it anyway, so speak out. 

Whatever he is concocting with his 
inverted merry band of minions, aged 
19–26? They have no security clearances 
and no experience to work at the U.S. 
Treasury Department. 

Every person in America must have a 
concern about this. Their Social Secu-
rity records, their health benefits, the 
profits of their corporations, and who 
they do business with is all there. His 
sole mission is to collect private, con-
fidential information for more self- 
dealing and maybe threats and tax cuts 
for the billionaire class. 
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Does Elon Musk have to file a finan-

cial disclosure statement like all of us? 
Where is it? We have to have them. 
Where is his? It seems his will be kept 
private. 

Musk is ruthless and a self-enabler. 
Surely, he seeks to wipe out his com-
petitors or spy at will on the privileged 
information of the American people. I 
might ask anyone listening today, why 
does he have access to your mom’s So-
cial Security records and your 
grandpa’s Medicare? What does he now 
know about you and your family? 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my col-
leagues joining me today, and I yield to 
the gentleman from Georgia, Congress-
man HANK JOHNSON. I thank him so 
very much for participating. I also 
thank Congresswoman DEBBIE 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for substituting 
when I was not able to be on the floor. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for con-
vening us for this Special Order today 
and for her very thoughtful comments. 

Today, I rise to voice my alarm 
about the rapid descent of our democ-
racy into a dictatorship. 

While co-President Donald Trump fo-
cuses on expanding his business oppor-
tunities globally while ignoring his 
campaign promise to lower the cost of 
living for ordinary Americans, co- 
president Elon Musk has taken a 
wrecking ball to the Federal Govern-
ment one agency at a time. 

Congress established the agencies 
that Musk is trying to delete, and it is 
only Congress, under our Constitution, 
not an unelected co-president, that has 
the constitutional authority to abolish 
a Federal agency. 

We still live in a democracy, which is 
government of, by, and for the people 
who have the right, the precious right, 
to vote for their leaders. 

We tell our constituents to vote. We 
tell them their votes and voices mat-
ter, that their choices shape the future 
of this country, but what does that 
mean when an unelected billionaire 
can waltz into our agencies and slash 
and burn the whole thing to the ground 
like a Taliban terrorist, threatening 2 
million Federal employees to resign 
under false pretenses, putting other 
folks out of work, and stopping pay-
ments to small businesses and non-
profits while illegally putting in pur-
chase orders for the State Department 
to spend $400 million in taxpayer 
money for Tesla pickup trucks? 

This level of corruption is shocking. 
Co-President Trump and the Repub-
licans in Congress, all of whom have 
abrogated their legislative power to 
the king, have handed the keys to the 
Nation’s Treasury to unelected co- 
president Elon Musk. Their actions are 
taking what we know as corruption to 
a whole new level. This is banana re-
public-style corruption at its ugliest. 

While the powerful play their games, 
Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and their 
billionaire buddies get richer while the 
cost of living goes up for everybody 
else. 

Every day, my constituents call me, 
worried and scared, asking how an 
unelected billionaire they never voted 
for is gutting the very resources they 
rely on to put food on the table and a 
roof over their heads. 

They see a man who wants billion-
aires like himself to pay nothing while 
hardworking Americans foot the bill. 

They see him kneecapping the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, an 
agency created to shield the people 
from scams, fraud, and corporate greed. 

They ask why someone with a long 
history of union-busting, worker abuse, 
and blatant disregard for labor laws is 
being allowed to scuttle the Depart-
ment of Labor. 

They want to know why a billionaire 
businessman from South Africa, who 
holds no elective office, has been given 
unchecked access and influence over 
their most sensitive personal and fi-
nancial information, their rights, and 
their future. 

Let me be clear: I am committed to 
ensuring that president Musk stops 
this attack on the American people. 
House and Senate Democrats will not 
stand by, like my Republican col-
leagues are doing, while Elon Musk hi-
jacks our government. We will fight to 
protect the institutions that serve the 
people, not the privileged. That is what 
we must do to protect democracy and 
freedom. 

We will stand, and we will fight. With 
the American people roused in peace-
ful, nonviolent protests across the 
country, Mr. Speaker, we will win. This 
country belongs to the people, not to 
the billionaires. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman JOHNSON for his com-
ments. I yield to the gentleman from 
New York, Congressman TIM KENNEDY, 
a phenomenal new Member from Buf-
falo. 

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, let me begin by thanking 
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR for her 
leadership on this important issue. 

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Government 
exists to protect the rights and well- 
being of all Americans. People in my 
district want a government that works 
and works to improve the lives of west-
ern New Yorkers and all Americans. 

People in my district and others 
across the country do not want an 
unelected billionaire dismantling our 
government for parts and raking in 
profits in the process. 

That is what is happening. President 
Trump has allowed Elon Musk to oper-
ate with unchecked authority, unilat-
erally and illegally gutting the agen-
cies that protect everything we hold 
dear, all without necessary congres-
sional approval. 

In my district alone, there are 8,500- 
plus Federal employees, including 
those at the Buffalo VA Medical Cen-
ter, the Social Security Administra-
tion, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station, and many, many other agen-
cies that help our communities each 
and every day. 

We can’t protect the privacy of mil-
lions of Americans if Elon Musk has 
access to private taxpayer data, includ-
ing that of Social Security recipients, 
Medicare beneficiaries, and taxpayers. 
We can’t advance lifesaving, scientific, 
and cancer research breakthroughs if 
Elon Musk hollows out the National 
Institutes of Health. We cannot provide 
the benefits and services to our mili-
tary heroes, who have earned and de-
serve it, if Elon Musk drives away Fed-
eral employees who serve our veterans. 

This is to say nothing of Elon Musk’s 
dizzying list of conflicts of interest. 
This is an unelected billionaire who 
has made those billions in large part 
from taxpayer-funded government con-
tracts. This President has handed him 
unprecedented power to wring out 
hardworking families for every penny 
that they have. 

We can’t allow an individual who 
prioritizes profits above all and cozies 
up to adversaries like China and Russia 
to make decisions for the American 
people. We must continue to fight for 
the rights and well-being of hard-
working families and put people over 
billionaire profit. Our constituents de-
serve nothing less. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
an additional speaker is coming. 

While we are waiting, Mr. Speaker, I 
want to point to this. If there are citi-
zens who are listening, if we look at 
some of the government contracts that 
Mr. Musk is engaged in, we are trying 
to make this as complete as we can. 

For example, NASA is one of the 
largest contracts that he personally 
has. Look at this number, $11.8 billion 
with NASA. Can you imagine how 
many subcontractors there are on that 
job? That is just one connection. 

Then, we look over to the U.S. De-
partment of Defense, and that is $3.6 
billion. 

These are enormous contracts. I have 
companies in my district that do con-
tract with the government. They don’t 
have contracts that size. 

We look at the Department of Com-
merce, $1.9 million. Mr. Musk has a 
contract there. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
is an interesting one, $463,000. I am not 
sure what that is for. 

The Department of State is $440,000. 
You can do a lot with $440,000. There is 
a lot of information at the State De-
partment. What is that contract for? 

Then, we have a whole series at other 
agencies. We know it is well over a mil-
lion dollars. We can’t even track how 
much it is. This is an enormous 
amount of money. Even General Dy-
namics and some of our large corpora-
tions, I don’t think, have this kind of 
reach. 

Mr. Speaker, apparently, we don’t 
have any final speakers. I thank the 
Speaker and all those who are listening 
for their indulgence. This is a time for 
the American people to be intrepid and 
on the watch and providing informa-
tion to their Members of Congress 
about information they may have 
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about what Mr. Musk and all of his al-
liances are doing across this country— 
to benefit the Republic. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

GRID RELIABILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from 
North Dakota (Mrs. FEDORCHAK) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to start this 
speech with a real-time exercise. I 
wanted to suddenly have all the lights 
go out in here. Imagine what would 
happen if we did that. It would be pitch 
black in this room. Everything would 
come to a halt. The microphones would 
stop. We wouldn’t be able to see each 
other. People watching online would 
certainly be confused. We would all 
wonder what was going on. 
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Would we be able to see to walk 
around, to get out? Would anyone 
panic? Then, let’s imagine if the outage 
wasn’t just in this room or this build-
ing, but all across Washington, D.C. At 
first, there would be silence, but it 
wouldn’t take long before confusion 
and, perhaps, chaos ensued. 

Now, let’s imagine this happening in 
my State of North Dakota where just 
this week, temperatures dropped to 
minus 22 degrees for many days in a 
row. In fact, this morning was the first 
day it rose above zero. 

What would that mean to lose power 
when it is 22 below? People’s liveli-
hoods be at risk. Children couldn’t go 
to school. Hospitals would be unable to 
care for people. Businesses would come 
to a standstill. Energy production 
would halt. Livestock would be threat-
ened. Homes and properties would 
freeze up. 

It wouldn’t take very long in that 
kind of weather for the economy of 
North Dakota to grind to a halt and for 
people to die if we had no power. This 
isn’t some farfetched scenario. This is 
a real threat in America today. 

The North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation warns that two- 
thirds of the United States is at an ele-
vated risk of blackouts, of not having 
enough reliable power to meet demand 

when we need it the most. This map 
clearly illustrates the problem. 

Every area of America in red and yel-
low on this map has an elevated risk of 
not having enough power to meet de-
mand; not tomorrow, not in 5 years or 
10 years, today. This is the scenario 
today in America. 

That is why I am on the House floor 
today to sound the alarm about our 
grid reliability crisis and to highlight 
five practical solutions to keep the 
lights on. First, let’s talk about why 
this happening. What is driving this 
problem? 

It really comes down to one thing: 
We are retiring power plants faster 
than we are replacing them. Seriously, 
it is that simple. In States throughout 
our Nation, power providers are shut-
ting down massive amounts of tradi-
tional power generation from power 
plants that can be turned on, up or 
down, as needed to follow demand. 

They are retiring these generators 
faster than they are able to bring on 
new generators that can provide the 
same kind of always-available power. 
Grid operators measure this avail-
ability in terms of capacity, and there 
are two kinds. 

First, there is installed capacity. 
That is the maximum amount of power 
a generator can churn out in the best 
conditions. For example, most wind 
farms in North Dakota have a name-
plate capacity of 300 megawatts. Our 
largest coal fire facility is 1,100 
megawatts. Over on this chart, the 
blue line on top represents nameplate 
capacity. 

The second capacity term, is called 
accredited capacity. That is the 
amount of power that can be counted 
on, regardless of conditions. Grid oper-
ators determine the value of accredited 
capacity. They look at performance of 
a generator over time, how it works in 
different conditions, and they deter-
mine how much of that power they can 
rely on when they need it the most in 
any weather condition. 

That same wind farm would likely 
have an accredited capacity that is 30 
percent of its nameplate capacity or in 
a 300-megawatt wind farm, a fraction of 
that would be accredited capacity. The 
coal facility probably comes in at 
about 80 to 90 percent of nameplate ca-
pacity, so about 950 megawatts of ac-
credited capacity. 

In the MISO market, this region here 
in red, that serves 15 States. Roughly, 
42 million Americans get their power in 
the MISO region. The operators in that 
region warn that the accredited capac-
ity, the line on the bottom here, the 
red, is shrinking dramatically even 
though we are spending a lot of money 
installing more and more generation 
on a nameplate capacity. 

You can see this clearly in these two 
lines. The top line, the blue, is name-
plate capacity. Americans are paying 
for that to be installed. The red line 
below is accredited capacity. Ameri-
cans are already paying for that, too. 
The red line is what you can count on 

when times are tough, when it is 22 
below. The blue line is questionable. 
That is dependent on the weather. 

If you ever wonder why your utility 
prices are rising, but you face more 
risk for blackouts or brownouts, this 
gap is why. That is why NERC keeps 
warning us with reports, forecasts, and 
maps like this. MISO is in the red zone 
on this map. All the yellow zones also 
have elevated risk. 

In a nation as blessed with natural 
resources and brilliant people like the 
United States, there is no reason to 
ever run short of power. Our whole 
country should be blue. We should 
never run short of power ever. 

We will have storms that knock the 
power off for a time, but to not have 
enough power to meet demand, that is 
just bad planning and terrible leader-
ship. That is the bad news today. The 
good news is this: We can fix this. We 
have the resources. We have the tech-
nology, and now we just need to act. 

Here are the five key steps—the five 
solutions to this problem. First, we 
need regulatory relief. Right now, Fed-
eral regulations are strangling our en-
ergy producers, making it nearly im-
possible for them to meet our power de-
mand. We must repeal the EPA’s green-
house gas rule. We must eliminate the 
methane fee rule and roll back the 
BLM resource management plan for 
North Dakota and other States. We 
must reform the new source perform-
ance standards that prevent power pro-
viders from making efficiency improve-
ments to their existing fleets, the ones 
that are already connected to the grid, 
to improve them, to help them produce 
more power in a cleaner and more effi-
cient way. 

That new source performance stand-
ard is just bad policy. It makes no 
sense at all. These are just a few exam-
ples of Biden administration policies 
that have imposed crushing costs and 
regulatory burdens on the power sec-
tor. They are jeopardizing the stability 
of our grid and the livelihoods of hard-
working Americans. 

Second, we must reevaluate Federal 
incentives for energy production. Our 
government has distorted the energy 
market with subsidies that favor cer-
tain resources while neglecting others. 
This has resulted in a grid that is too 
dependent on the weather. Think back 
to the map from NERC, two-thirds of 
the country at an elevated risk of not 
having enough power to meet demand. 

It is time to realign these incentives. 
Today, our grid operators are calling 
for more dispatchable generation, more 
capacity. They want to fill that gap in 
those two lines that I showed earlier. 

Think of the MISO zone in red on my 
first map. MISO is desperate for more 
power resources that can be turned on 
when needed, but here is the stack of 
resources that are in line to connect 
with the MISO grid. You see this over 
time, it goes back to the year 2000, and 
shows back then there was a decent 
amount of gas—the blue lines are gas, 
and then you start seeing wind coming 
online. 
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