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Mses. MCCLELLAN and JOHNSON of
Texas changed their vote from ‘‘yea’
to ‘“‘nay.”

Mr. VEASEY changed his vote from
una,yﬂ to uyea.w

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | recently
gave birth and am unable to travel to D.C. to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 42.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 32. An act to clarify where court may be
held for certain district courts in Texas and
California.

———

SUPPORTING ORPHAN WELL
GRANT FLEXIBILITY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
my bipartisan bill, the Orphan Well
Grant Flexibility Act. We all know
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that orphaned wells, either unplugged
or improperly plugged, can pose serious
environmental health risks to sur-
rounding communities.

In Pennsylvania alone, there are
more than 27,000 documented aban-
doned and orphan oil gas wells across
the State. This is not just a Pennsyl-
vania issue, however, as abandoned
wells are found across the country.

The Orphan Well Grant Flexibility
Act, which I introduced alongside my
colleague, Congressman DELUZIO from
Pennsylvania, will empower States to
maximize their flexibility when plug-
ging abandoned oil wells and cut red
tape to accelerate environmental reha-
bilitation.

We have many of the resources we
need to plug these wells. It is our job to
ensure they are able to be used for
their intended purpose. I thank Con-
gressman DELUZIO for joining me in
leading this critical effort. I encourage
all my colleagues to support this legis-
lation.

———

UNHOUSED TRAGEDY

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share the words of a mother in Detroit
who today said she was sorry but she
tried. She is talking about the fact
that she was evicted. A mother of five,
she had no choice but to park her
minivan in the parking lot of down-
town Detroit on one of our coldest
nights. She lost two of her children, a
2-year-old and a 9-year-old. They froze
to death in the car.

We know that last year we saw a
record 18 percent rise in homelessness
in our country. Nearly 150,000 children
are unhoused every night. We know,
again, that our country spends trillions
of dollars, though, on weapons and war,
while children freeze to death in our
country.

It is estimated that ending homeless-
ness in our country could cost as little
as $11 billion. The Pentagon spends $12
billion a year on F-35 jets that can’t
even fly in the rain. Our priorities are
fundamentally broken.

I want to tell Ms. Williams we failed
her. She should not be apologizing be-
cause she tried. We are not trying hard
enough here in this institution to pro-
tect her and her children.

HONORING THELMA BAKER

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary life
of Thelma Baker. Thelma is what one
might call a local legend, both in Mis-
soula County where she made her home
and across the Treasure State.

To some, she was known as the owner
and proprietor of the Thunderbird and
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Canyon Motels, to others a great-great-
grandmother. Those are two greats for
the folks keeping track at home.

The Thelma I knew was a tireless ad-
vocate for conservative causes, who
lived a life of dedicated service to her
community, to her State, and to her
country. She was a voting member of
the Montana electoral college since
2000 and was actively involved with
local organizations like the University
of Montana Grizzly Athletic Associa-
tion, Copper Connections, and the Mis-
soula Chamber of Commerce.

Thelma lived the life of a model cit-
izen, and generations of Montanans
will be better off for her devotion to
civic engagement and community in-
volvement.

May her memory be a blessing.

——

GEORGIA’S UNION CITY NAMED
CITY OF CIVILITY

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Union City, Geor-
gia, for being named a City of Civility
by the Georgia Municipal Association.

Union City has adopted a civility res-
olution and a pledge built on active lis-
tening, empathy, and respect for dif-
fering opinions, efforts which, to quote
from their materials: Encourage ‘‘re-
spectful and constructive dialogue’ in
public spaces.

We, this body, must work harder
than ever before to improve our civic
and political discourse. Recalling the
words of President Abraham Lincoln in
his first inaugural address: May we not
let passion break our bonds of affec-
tion, that we be touched by the better
angels of our nature.

I am proud that leaders in my dis-
trict in Georgia are setting this exam-
ple for the entire Nation. I congratu-
late Mayor Williams and the Union
City Council for earning this distin-
guished recognition.

——
GIVING POWER TO PARENTS

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend President Trump for his
steps to close down the Department of
Education and to return power back to
the parents. For too long the Depart-
ment of Education has overstepped its
bounds, imposing top-down policies
that have done more harm than good.

Since its creation, this bureaucracy
has grown into a bloated, unaccount-
able institution that prioritizes Fed-
eral control over the actual needs of
our children. It has drained billions of
taxpayer dollars, while delivering little
in the way of education. Sadly, we have
declining test scores, a one-size-fits-all
curriculum, and policies that have
often placed ideology over learning.
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